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con{cience, yet perhaps it will be expected that I give the world alfo fome account of this 

bold undertaking; which I fhall endeavour to do with all plainnefs, and as one who be- 
lieves, That if men mutt be reckoned with in the great day for every vain and idle word they 
fpeak, much more for every vain and idle line they write. 

And it may be of ufe, in the firft place, to lay down thofe great and facred principles which I 
‘go upon, and am governed by, in this endeavour to explain and improve thefe portions of holy 
writ; which endeavour I humbly offer to the fervice of thofe (and to thofe only I expec it will be 
acceptable) who agree with me in thefe fix principles. 

1. That religion is the one thing needful; that to know, and love, and fear God our Maker, 
and in all the inftances both of devout affection and of a good converfation to keep his command- 
ments, is without doubt the whole of man, (Eccl. xii. 13.) it is alin alto him. This the wifett 
of men, after a clofe and copious argument in his Ecclefiaftes, lays down as the conclufion of bis - 
whole matter, (the quod erat demonfitandum of his whole difcourfe;) and therefore I may be al- 
lowed to lay it down as a poftulatum and the foundation of this whole matter. 

It is neceffary to mankind in general, that there fhould be religion in the world; abfolutely 
neceflary for the prefervation of the honour of the human nature, and no lefs fo for the preferva- 
tion of the order of human focieties. It is neceffary to each of usin particular that we be religious 5 
we cannot otherwife anfwer the end of our creation, obtain the favour of our Creator, make our- 
felves eafy now, or happy for ever. A man that is endued with the powers of reafon, by which 
he is capable of knowing, ferving, glorifying and enjoying his Maker, and yet lives without God 
in the world, is certainly the moft defpicable and the moft miferable animal under the fun. 

2. That divine revelation is neceffary to true religion, to the being and fupport of it. That 
faith, without which it is impofible to pleafe God, cannot come to any perfection by feeing the 
works of God, but it muft come by bearing the word of God, (Rom. x. 17.) The rational foul, 
fince it received that fatal fhock by the fall, cannot have or maintain that juft regard to the 
Great Author of its being, that obfervance of him, and expectation from him, which are both its 
duty and felicity, without fome fupernatural difcovery made by himfelf of himfelf, and of his 
mind and will. Natural light, no doubt, is of excellent ufe, as far as it goes: But it is neceflary 

__ that there be a divine revelation to rectify its miftakes, and make up its deficiencies; to help us out 
there where the light of nature leaves us quite at a lofs, efpecially in the way and method of man’s 
<. recovery from his lapfed ftate, and his reftoration to his Maker’s favour, which he cannot but be 
{~ confcious to himfelf of the lofs of, finding by fad experience his own prefent ftate to be finful and 
. .miferable. Our own reafon fhews us the wound, but nothing fhort of a divine revelation can dif- 
“* cover to us a remedy to be confided in. $5 
as The cafe and character of thofe nations of the earth which had no other guide in their devo- 
% tions but that of natural light, with fome remains of the divine inftitution of facrifices, received 
~ by tradition from their fathers, plainly fhews how neceflary divine revelation is to the fubfift- 
ence of religion; for thofe that had not the word of God, foon Jo/t God himfelf, became vain in 
; A2 their 
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their imaginations concerning him, and prodigioufly vile and abfurd in their worlhips and fies 3 
tions. It is true, the Jews, who had the benefit of divine revelation, lapfed fometimes into ido- 
jatry, and admitted very grofs. corruptions ; -yet, with the help of the law and the prophets, 
they recovered and reformed; whereas the beft and moft admired philofophy of the Heathen — 
could never do any thing towards the cure of the vulgar idolatry, or fo much as offered to remove 
any ®f thofe moft barbarous and ridiculous rites of their religion which were the -{candal and re- 
proach of the human nature. Let them) therefore pretend what they will, deifts are or will be 
atheifts; anid thofe that, under colour of admiring the oracles of reafon, fet afide, as ufelefs, 
the oracles of God, undermine the foundations of all religion, and do what they can to cut off all 
communication between man arid his Maker, and to fet that noble creature on a level with the 
beafts that perith. \ s | 

3. That divine revelation is notnow to be found or expected any where but in the feriptures of the 
Old and New Teftaments ; aud there it is. It is true, there was religion and divine.revelation be- 
fore there was any written word ; but to argue from thence, that therefore the {criptures are not 
now neceflary; is as abfurd as it would be to argue, that the world might do well enough without. 
the fun, becaufe in the creation the world had light three days before the fun was made. rc 

Divine revelations, when firft:given, were confirmed by vifions, miracles, and prophecy; but 
they were to be tranfmitted to diftant regions, and future ages, with their proofs and evidences, 
by writing, the fureft way of conveyance, and by which the knowledge of other memorable things 
is preferved and propagated. We have reafon to think, that even the ten commandments, though. 
fpoken with fuch folemnity at Mount Sinai,: would have been long ere this loft and forgotten, ‘if 
they had been handed down by tradition only, and had never been put in writing: Itis that 
which is written that remains. seit : pres 

The fcripture indeed 1s not compiled asia methodical fyftem, or body of divinity, /ecundum ar- 
tem; but in feveral ways of writing, (hiftories, laws, prophecies, fongs, epiftles, and even proverbs,} 
at feveral times, and by feveral hands, as Infinite Wifdom faw fit. The end is effectually obtain- 
ed » Such things are plainly fuppofed and taken for granted, and {uch things are expre/sly revealed 
and made known, as, being all put together, fufficiently inform us of all the truths and laws of that 
holy religion we are to-believe and be governed by. : ; 

That all fcripture is given by in/piration of God, (2 Tim. iii: 16.) and that holy men /pake and 
wroteas they were moved by the Holy Ghoft, (2 Pet. i. 21.) we are fure; but who dares pretend: 
to defcribe that infpiration? None knows the way of the Spirit, nor how the thoughts were formed 
in the heart of him that was in/pired, no more than we know the way of the foul into the body, 
or how thebones are formed in the womb of her that is with child, (Eccl. xi. 5.) But we may be 
fure that the blefled Spirit did not only habitually prepare and qualify the penmen of {cripture 
for that fervice, ane put it into their hearts to write; but did likewife affift their underftandings and — 
memories in recording thofe things which they themfelves had the knowledge of, and effectually — 
fecure them from error and miftake; and what they could not know but by revelation, (as for in- 
fiance, Gen. i. and Fobni.) the fame blefled Spirit gave them clear and fatisfactory information of, 
And, no doubt, as far as was neceflary to the end defigned, they were directed by the Spirit even: 
in the language and expreffion: For there were words which the Holy Ghoft taught, (a Cor, 1. 


‘a8 and God faith to the prophet, Theu /halt Jpeak with my word, (Ezek. iii. 4.). However, it 


is not material to us who drew up the ftatute, nor what liberty he took in ufing his own words; 
when it is ratified, it is become the Legiflator’s aét; and binds the {ubject to obferve the true intent 
and meaning of it. : 

The {eripture proves its divine authority and original, both to the wife and to the: unwife. 
Even to the unwife and leaft thinking part of mankind, it is abundantly proved by the many 
inconteftable miracles wrought by Mofes and the prophets, Chrift and his apoftles, for the con-= 
firmation of its truths and laws: it would be an intolerable veproach to Eternal ‘Truth. to fup- 
pole this divine feal affixed toa lie. Befides this, to the more wife and thinking, to the more 
tontiderate and contemplative, it recommends itfel! by thofe innate excellencies which. are felf- 
evident characteriftics of its divine original, If we look wiltly, we thell foom be aware of Gad’s 
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image and fuperfcription upon it. A mind rightly difpofed by an humble fincere fubjection to its 
Maker, will eafily difcover the mage of Ged’s wifdom, in the awful depth of its myfteries ; the i- 
mage of his favereignty, in the commanding majetty of its ftyle; the image of his wnity in the won- 
derful harmony and fymmetry of all its parts; the image of his ho/ine/s, in the un{potted purity of 
its precepts ; and the image of his goodne/s, in the manifeft tendency of the whole to the welfare 
and happinefs of mankind in both worlds: In fhort, it is'a work that fathers it/elf. 

And as atheitts, fo deifts, notwithftanding their vain-glorious pretenfions to reafon, as if wifdom 
muft.die with them, run themfelves upon the grofleft and mof difhonourable abfurdities imagina- 
ble. . For if the fcriptures be not the word of God, then there is no divine revelation now m-the 
world, no difcovery at all of God’s mind concerning our duty and happinefs: So that,let a mam 
be ever fo defirous and folicitous to do his Maker’s will, he muft without remedy perifh i the, iz- 
norance of it, fince there is no book but this that will undertake to tell him what it is; a confe-: 
quence which can by no means be reconciled to the idea we have ofthe divine goodnels. And 
(which is no lefs an abfurdity) if the fcriptures be not really a divine revelation, they are certainly 
as great a cheat as ever was. put upon the world. But we have no reafon to think them fo: For bad 
men would never write fo good a book, nor would Satan have fo little fubtilty as.to help to cait out 
Satan; and good men would never do {fo ill a thing as to counterfeit the broad feal of heaven, and. 
affix it toa patent of their own framing, though in itielf ever fo jutt: No, Zhefe are not che words: 
of bim that hath a devil. ) a 

4. That the fcriptures of the Old and New Teflaments were purpofely defigned fur our learning.. 
It was pofible they might be a divine revelation to thofe into whofe hands they were firft put, and 
yet we at this diftance be no way concerned in them ; but it is certain they were intended to be 
of univerfal and perpetual ufe and obligation to all perfons, in all places, and all ages, that have the: 
knowledge of them, even to us upon whom the ends of the world are come, (Rom. xv. 4.) Though 
we are not under the law asa covenant of innocency, for then being guilty we fhould unavoidably 


~ perifh under its curfe; yet it is not therefore an antiquated ftatute, but a /landing declaration of 


the will of God, concerning good and evil,. fin and duty; and its obligation to obedience is in as. 
full‘force and virtue as ever: And unto us is the gofpel of the ceremonial law preached as well as 
unto them to whom it was firft delivered, and much more plainly, (Heb. iv. 2.) he hiftories of: 
‘the Old Teftament were written for our admonition and direction, (1 Cor. x. 11.), and not barely 


_ for the information and entertainment of the curious. . The prophets, though long fince dead, pro-. 


phefy again by their writings, (Heb. xii. 5.) before peoples and nations; and. Solomon’s exhortation 
Speaketh unto us as unto fons. 

The fubje& of the holy {cripture is univerfal and perpetual, and therefore of common concern.. 
It is intended, (1.) To revive the univerfal and perpetual law of nature, the very remains of which 
(or ruins rather) in natural confcience give us hints that we muft look.fomewhere elfe for a fair-. 
er copy. (2.) To reveal the univerfal and perpetual law of grace, which. God’s: common be- 
neficence to the children of men, fuch as puts them intoa better ftate than that of devils, gives. 


_ us fome ground to expect. The divine authority likewife, which, in. this;book commands our belief 
- and obedience, is univerfal and perpetual, and knows no limits of either. time or place ;. it follows. 


therefore, that every nation, and every age, to which thefe facred writings are-tranfmitted, is bound. 
to receive them with.the fame veneration and pious regard that. they commanded at. their firft en-. 
trance. 
Though God hath in thefe laft days jpoken to us by bis Son; yet’ we-are: not therefore to: think.’ 
that what he fpake at /undry. times and in divers manners to the fathers, (Heb..1. 2.) is.of no: 
ufe to us, or that the Old Teftament is an almanack out of date; no, we are built upon the foun-. 
dation of the prophets, as well as of the apo/iles, Chrift himfelf being the Cormer-ftone, (Ephy it. 20.) - 
in whom both thefe fides of this. bleffed building meet and. are united: They: were.thofe ancient: 
records of the Jewifh church which; Chrift. and his apoftles fo often, referred.to, fe often applied. to, 


_ and commanded. us to fearch.and.to.take heed.to.. The preachers: of the. gofpel, like [ehofhaphat’s. 


judges, wherever they went, had this book of the law with. them, and: found it a-great advantage- 
to them to /peak to ibem that knew the law, (Rom. vil. 1.) That celebrated. tranflation. of. the; 
r ; Old: 
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Old Teftament in the Greek tongue by the Seventy, between two and three hundred y ive - 
fore the birth of Chrift, was to the nations a happy preparative for the entertainment of the gof- 

L. by foreadine the knowledge of the law: For as the New Teftament expounds and completes 
pel, by fpreading the knowledg : to the Jewith church; fo 
the Old, and thereby makes it more ferviceable to us now than it was to the He asi 
the Old Teftament confirms and i/luftrates the New, and thews us 7e/us Chrift the fame yefierday 
that he is to-day and will be for ever. os ioe Bias 

5. That the Body inipli A alre not only defigned for our learning, but ane ee sestins near ( 
rule of our faith and practice, by which we mutt be governed now, and judged fhort a : is not 
only a book of general ufe, (fo the writings of wife and’ good men may be,) but it is 0 enercigm 
and commanding authority ; the ftatute-book of God’s kingdom, which our oath of allegiance to 
him as our fupreme Lord binds us to the obfervance of. Whether we will hear, or whether ea: | 
will forbear, we mutt be told, that this is the oracle we are to confult, and to be determined by: ; 
the touchftone we are to appeal to, and try dodtrines by; the rule we are to have am eye to, by 
which we mutt in every thing order our affections and converfations, and from which we mutt al- 
ways take our meafures. This is the ¢e/fimony, this is the Jaw which 1s bound up and Sealed among: — 
the difeiples, that word according to which if we do not /peak it is becaufe there is no light ae koe 
Has ‘vii. 16, 20. 2 het ie 

The making of the light within our rule, which by nature Is darknefs, and by grace is bit a 

copy of, and conformable to, the written word, is fetting the judge above. the law ; and the ma=" 
king of the traditions of the church rivals with the feripture is no better ; it is making the clock, 
which every one concerned puts backward or forward at pleafure, to correct the fun, that faith- 
ful meafurer of time and days. Thefe are abfurdities, which being once granted, thoufands follow, 
as we fee by-fad experience. ic aha 

6. That therefore it is the duty of all Chriftians diligently to fearch the fcriptures, and it 1s the 
office of minifters to guide and affift them herein. Tow ufeful foever this Book of books is mv it~ 
felf, 1t will be of no ufe to us if we do not acquaint ourfelves with it, by reading it daily, and me- 
ditating upon it, that we may underftand the mind of God in it, and may apply what we under- 
ftand to ourfelves for our dire@tion, rebuke, and comfort as there is occafion. It is the charaGter of ~ 
the holy and happy man, that bis delight ts-in the law of the Lord: And, as an evidence thereof, 
he converfeth with it as his conftant companion, and advifeth with it as his moft wife and trufty 
counfellor ; for zz that law doth he meditate day and night, Plal. i..2. 4 . 

It concerns us to be ready in the fcriptures, and to make ourfelves fo by conftant reading and 
careful obfervation, and efpecially by earneft prayer to God for the promifed gift of the Holy 
Ghott, whofe office it is to bring things to our remembrance which Chrift hath faid to us, (John 
xiv. 26.); that thus we may have fome good word or other at hand for our ufe in our addrefies to 
God, and in our converfe with men ; in our refiftance of Satan, and in communing with our own 
hearts ; and may be able, with the good boufeholder, to bring out of this treafury things new and 
old, for the entertainment and edification both of ourfelves and others. If any thing will: make a 
man of God perfect in this world, will complete both a Chriftian and a minifter, and threughly fur- 
nifb bim for every good work, it muft be this. 2 Tim. iii. 19. : 

It concerns us alfo to be mighty in the feriptures, as Apollos was, (Acts viii. 24.); that is, to be 
throughly acquainted with the true intent and meaning of them, that we may: underftand what we 
read, and may not mifinterpret or mifapply it; but, by the condué of the bleffed Spirit, may be Jed 
into all truth, (John xvi: £3.) and may hold it faft in faith and love, and put every part of fcrip- 
ture to that ule for which it was intended. The letter either of law or gofpel profits little with- 
out the Spirit. 

The minifters of Chrift- are herein minifters to the Spirit for the good of the Church. Their 
bufinefs 1s to open and apply the fcriptures. Thence they muft fetch their knowledge ;. thence 
their doctrines, devotions, directions, and admonitions; and thence their very language and ex- 
preffion. Expounding the {cripture was the moft ufual way of preaching in the firft and pureft — 
ages of the church. What have the Levites to do, but to teach Facob the law, (Deut. xxxili. 
10.); not only to-read It, but to sive. the Senfe, and caufe them to underfiand the reading 2: (Neh. 
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viii. 8.) which, bow fall they do, except fome man guide them? (Acts vill. 31.) As minifters 
would hardly be believed without bibles to back them, fo bibles would hardly be underftood with- 
out minifters to explain them ; but if, Having both, we perith in ignorance and unbelief, our blood 
will be upon our own head. ~ ¢ . 

Being fully perfuaded, therefore, of thefe things, I conclude, that whatever help is offered to good 
Chriftians in fearching the fcriptures, is real fervice done to the glory of God, and to the interefts 
of his kingdom among men: And that is it which hath drawn me into this undertaking ; which 

TL have gone about in weakne/s, and in fear, and in much trembling, left I fhould be found exerct- 
fing myfeif in things too bigh for me, (x Cor. ti. 3.) and fo Iaudable an undertaking fhould fuffer 
damage by an unjkilful management. 

If any defire to know how fo mean and obfcure a perfon as I am, who in learning, judgment, fe- 
licity of expreffion, and all advantages for fuch a fervice, am lefs than the leaft of all my Matter’s 
fervants, came to venture upon fo great a work, I can give no other account of it but this. It has 
long been my practice, what little time I had to {pare in my ftudy from my conftant preparations 
for the pulpit, to fpend it in drawing up expofitions upon fome parts of the New Teftament, not 
fo much for my own ufe, as purely for my own entertainment, becaufe I knew not how to employ 
my thoughts and time more to my fatisfaction. TZrabit fua quemque voluptas ; every man that 
ftudies hath fome beloved ftudy, which is his delight above any other; and this is mine. It is that - 
learning which it was my happinefs from a child to be traimed up in by my ever honoured father, 
whofe memory muft always be very dear and precious to me. He often minded me, that a good 
textuary is a good divine ; and that I fhould read other books with this in my eye, that 1 might be 
the better able to underftand and apply the f{eripture. | 

While I was thus employing myfelf, came out Mr Burkiti’s Expofition of the Gofpels firft, and. 
afterwards of the 4éts and the Kpi/iles ; which met .with very good acceptance among ferious 
people, and no doubt, by the bleffing of God, will continue to do great fervice to the church. Soon 
after he had finifhed that work, it pleafed God to call him to his reft; upon which I was urged by 
fome of my friends, and was myfelf inclined, to attempt the like upon the O/d Tefament, in the 
ftreneth of the grace of Chrift. This here upon.the Pentateuch is humbly offered as a fpecimen ; 
if it find: favour, and be found any way ufeful, it is my prefent purpofe, in dependance upon: 
divine aids, to go on fo long as God fhall continue my life and health, and as my other work will 
permit. . eee 

Many helps, I know, we have of this Kind, in our own language, which we have a great deal of ~ 

 reafon to value, and to be very thankful to God for. But the fcripture is a fubjeé that can never 
be exhaufted. Semper habet aligyid relegentibus. When David had amafted avait treafure for 
the building of the temple, yet, faith he to Solomon, Thou mayeft add thereto, (1 Chron. xxii. 14.), 
Such a treafare is feripture-knowledge ; it is {till capable of increate, till we all come to the perfec 
man. eae 

The feripture is a field, or vineyard, which finds work for variety of hands, and about which 
may be employed a great diver/fity of gifts and operations, but all from the fame Spirit, (1 Cor. 
xii. 4, 6.) and for the glory of the fame Lord, ‘The learned. in the languages and ia ancient u- 
fages have been yery ferviceable to-the church, the bleffled ocetipant of this field, by their cu- 
tious and elaborate fearches into its various produdts, their anatomies of its. plants, and the en- 
tertaining leftures they have readupon them. The philology of the critics hath been of much 
more advantage to religion, and lent more light to facred.truth, than the philofophy of the fchool- 
divines. “The learned alfo in the arts of war have done great fervice in defending this .carden of 
the Lord againft the violent attacks of the powers of darknefs, fuccefsfully pleading the caufe of | 
the facred: writings againft the fpiteful cavils of atheifts, deifts, and the profane fcoffers of thefe 
latter days.» Such as thefe ftand in the: pofts-of honour; and their praife. is in. all the churches ; 
yet the labours of the vine-dreffers and the hufoandmen, though they are the poor of. the land, 
who till this ground, and gather in'the fruits of it, are no leis necefiary m their place, and be-.. 
neficial to the heufehold of God, that out of thefe precious fruits every one may have his por. 
tion of meat in due feafon, Thefeare the Jabours which, according to my ability, I have here 
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Fie my hand unto: And as the plain and praétical expofitors would not fora world fay of the 
learned critics, There is no need of them 5 fo it is hoped thofe eyes and heads will not fay to the hands 
and feet, There is no need of you. (1 Cor. xi. ar.) : ‘ ighog ; 
The learned have of late received very great advantages in their fearches into this part of holy 
awrit and the books that follow, (and ftill hope for more,) by the excellent and moft valuable la- 
bours of that great and good man Bifhop Patrick ; whom, for vait reading, folid judgment, and 
a moft happy application to thefe beft of ftudies, even in his advanced years and’ honours, 
fucceeding ages no doubt will rank among the firft three of commentators, and blefs God for 
him. Lam 
Mr Pool’s Englifh Annotations (which having had fo many impreflions, we may fuppofe got 
into mioft hands) are of admirable ufe, efpecially for the explaining of {cripture-phrafes, open- 
ing the fenfe, referring to parallel {criptures, and the clearing of difficulties that occur: I have — 
therefore all along been brief upon that which is there moft largely'difcuffed, and have induftri- 
oufly declined, as much as I could, what is to be found there ; for I would not adium agere, nor 
Gf I may be allowed to borrow the apoftle’s words) boaft of things made ready to our hand. 
(2 Gor. x:. 16. hi 
‘ Thofe, ee other annotations which are referred to.the particular words and claufes they are 
defigned to explain, are moft eafy to be confulted upon occafion: But the expofition which (like 
this here) is put into a continued difcourfe, digefted under proper heads, is much more eafy and 
ready to be read through for one’s own or others inftruction. And, I think, the obferving of the 
conneétion of each chapter (if there be occafion) with that which goes before, and the general 
{cope of it with the thread of the hiftory or difcourfe, and the collecting of the feveral parts of 
it to be feen at one view, will contribute very much to the underftanding.of it, and will give the 
mind, abundant fatisfaction in the general intention, though: there may be here and there a dif- 
ficult word or expreffion which the beft critics cannot eafily account for. This therefore 1 have 
here endeavoured. . ; PG 
But we are concerned not only to underffand what we réad, but to improve it to fome good 
‘purpofe ; and, in order thereunto, to be affeted with it, and to receive the impreffions of it. The 
word of God is defigned to be not only a light to our eyes, the entertaining fubjeét of our con- 
templation ; but a ight to our feet,and a lamp to our paths, (Pfal. cxix. 106.) to dire& us in the — 
way of our duty, and to prevent our turning afide into any by-way: We muft therefore, in fearch- 
ing the {criptures, inquire not only, What is this? but, What is this to us 2 What ule may we 
make of it? How may we accommodate it to fome of the purpofes of that divine and heavenly 
life, uit by the grace of God, we are refolved to live?’ Inquiries of this kind I have here aimed 
fo aniwer. Pree 
When the ftone is rolled from the well’s mouth by a critical explication of the text, ftill there 
are thofe who would both drink themfelves, and water their flocks; but they complain, the wedi 
ts deep, and they have nothing to draw; how then /ball they come by this living water ? Some fuch 
may perhaps find a bucket here, or water drawn to their hands; and pleafed enough thall I be 
eee office of the Gibeonites, to draw water for the congregation of the Lard, out of thefe wells 
of falvation. | cesta 
_ That which I aim atin the Expofition is, to give what I thought the genuine fenfe, and to make 
it as plain as I could to ordinary capacities; not troubling my reader with the different fentiments 
df expofitors ; which would have been to tranfcribe Mr Pool’s Latin Synopfis, where this is done 
abundantly to our fatisfa@ion and advantage. Oey ge 
_ As to the Pratical Obfervations, I have not obliged myfelf to raife dodtrines out of every 
verie or paragraph ; but only have endeavoured to mix with the expofition fuch hints or remarks 
asl thought improveable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for inftrution in righteouf- 
ie/s s aiming in all to promote practical godlinefs, and carefully avoiding matters of doubtful — 
difputation, and ftrifes of words. It is only the prevalency of the power of religion in the héarts 
and lives of Chriftians that will redrefs our grievances, and turn our wildernefs into a fruitful 


field. 


And. 


7 Te PREFACE, } ois 


ee fince our Lord Jefus Chrift is the true tr easure hid in the field of the. Old Teftament, and 
“wwas the Lamb flain from the foundation of the world, I have been careful to obferve what Mojes 
wrote of him, to which he himfelf often appealed. . In the writings of the prophets, we meet with 
more of the plain and exprefs promifes of the Meffiah, and the grace of the gofpel; but here, in 
the books of Mofes we find more of the types both real and. perfonal, figures of him. that was to. 
- Come, Joadows of which the fubjtance is Chrift, (Rom. v..14. ).. Thofe to whom, zo live 1s Chrift, 

will find in thofe that which is very inftrudtive and affeQing, and will give great afliftance to their 
- faith,and love, and holy joy. This in a particular manner we fearch the feriptures for, to find what 
. they teftity. of Chrift-and eternal life. (John vy. 39.) 

Nor is it any objection againft the application of the. ceremonial inftitutions to Chrift and his 
grace, that they to whom they were given could not difcern this fenfe or ufe of them ; but it is 
rather a reafon why we fhould be very thankful that the vail which was upon their minds in the 
reading of the Old Teftament is done away in Chri, (2 Cor. ui. 13, 14, 18.) — Though they then» 
could not fedfaftly look to the end of that which is abolifbed, it doth not therefore follow but that: 
we, who are happily furnifhed with a key to thofe myfteries, may im them, as. ina slafs, behold’ the 
glory’ of the Lord Fefus. And yet perhaps the pious Jews faw more of the zofpel in their ritual: 
than we think they did : They had at leaft a general expeAation of good things to come, by faith 
in the promifes made to the fathers, as we have of the happinefs of heaven ; though they could 
not-of that world to come, no more than we can of this, form any diftin@ or certain idea. Our. 
conceptions of the future fate perhaps are as dark and confufed. as fhort of the truth, and as wide 
from it, as theirs then were of the kingdom of the. Meffiah; but God requires faith only, according _ 
to the revelation he gives. ‘They then were accountable for no more light than they had ; and we. 
‘ now are accountable for that greater light which we have in the gofpel, by the. etn of which we 
may find much more ‘of Chrift in the Old 'Teftament than they could. os " 

If any think our obfervations fometimes take rife from that which to them feems too ane let 
them remember that maxim of the Rabbins, Non eff in lege vel una fitera 4 gua non pander bea ; 
ni montes. We are fure there is not an idle word in the Bible. ; 

-- I would defire the reader not ‘only to read the text entire before he reads the ‘expofition, es as 
the feveral verfes are referred to in the expofition, to caft his eye upon them again ; and then he 
will the better underftand what he reads. ‘And if he have leifure, he will find it of ufe to him to 
turn to the feriptures which are fometimes only referred to for DESAY fake, comparing Spiritual 
Ma with Spiritual. ° Ne 

It is the declared purpofe of’ the Eternal ‘Mind, in_all the operations both of providence and, 
grace, ‘to magnify the law, and to make it honourable, (Ifa. xii. 21,) nay, to magnify bis word a- 
__ bove all his name, (Pfal. cxxxvill. 2°): “So that when we pray, J Father, glorify thy name, we mean. 

this among other things, Father, magnify the. holy fcriptures ; and to that prayer made in faith, 
we psy be fure of that anfwer ‘which was given to our blefled Saviour, when. he prayed it with. 
particular refpect to the fulfilling the fcriptures i in his own fufferings, J have both glorified it, and 
£ will glorify wt yet again, ‘(John'xii: 24.) “'To'this great defign I humbly defire to be fome way 
ferviceable, in the ftrength of that grace by which I am what I am; hoping, that what may help 
to make the: reading of the {cripture more eafy, pleafant, and profitable, will be gracioufly accepted 
’ by him that fmiled on the widow’s two mites caft into the treafury, as an intention to magnify it, 
and make it honourable: And if I can but gain that pot in any meafure with /ome, I fhall think 

my endéavouts abundantly recompented, how ever by obbers Tandm Y. Ree rnences pay be vili- 
fied and’ made contemptible. 


' Lhave now nothing more to add, but to tdcomaeiid myfelf to the prayers of my sends and: 


them: to the-grace' of the Lord Jefus ; and fo reft. an unworthy. depend: ant upon shat grace, and 
ed that ap ey of- the glory to be revealed. 

is oe > 
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mutt not fay; becaufe we would not offend him; but leave it tothe impartial: thoughts of.all.thofe. 


AN. 5S 


? b : 


EPISTLE TOIFHE READER. 
T ‘nab a much our defign to: recommend this excellent performance,, as. to tell the world how. 
fenfible we are that it can.never need our recommendation: We are fully affured it 1s ableta 
fpeak for itfelf ;, and if it were not fo, we know very well that our names and fentiments can never 
contribute any-authority to it. — ; va 5c a a se 
We will not take notice of thofe extrinfic and’ occafional’ advantages wht nto. Br 
precarious and fhort-lived’ reputation, flucl’ as the capacity of the generality of, readers, the hu- 


mours-of the age; an entire fubferviency or a direct oppofition to the prevailing interefts. of the 
( 


places: in which-we live; but this is certain,. the real intrinfic-and-abiding: value of. any, work of 
this nature mutt arife from: the excellency. of its fubject, together with the juft manner.in which. it 
is-treated. He gohticmil soar fis oF Wile ar es Fob! 
_ The fubje@ of this book, may with-very good reafon, challenge the preference to every thing elfe 


i this world: Itis the firft volume of the oracles of God, of equal authority with. the reff. of. the. 
Bible, and of excellent ufe to explain and confirm the other parts of facred. writ, unto-us.. | 


(Ehe fudy of antiquity has been always. accounted-a yery, profitable and pleafing thing ;, and. - 


‘there is no antiquity like unto,that. which we have,in the;baoks.of Moses. Other. hiftories: are no- 
vel'and’ modern; if compared’ with this. Some.of them perhaps, may Jead_us.a thoufand years -bagk 5, 


two thoufand is a great way ; thofe that pretend to go higher, lofe themfelves, .and- us. too, in-the: 
_, dark and«untrodden paths of fancy and conjecture: But-here we havea. book that gives us-a:cer- 

. tain, rational, fatisfactory account of the beginning of time,, the. creation: ef the world, the: original. 
of hations, the divifion of languages ; and, what moft concerns us)to.know,.the unhappy fourceiof - 


all that vanity and vice that have corrupted human.nature,. and. made. fo. deplorable a, breach*be- 
twixt God’and'man, together with the wonderful counfels and.methods: of, divine love for.the.re— 
covery of finners by the promifed Seed, fo, directly fhadowed. forth, .efpecially by the: typical. facri- 


' fices of the Levitical’ law.” 


Tt ouglit to be very grateful'to us to confider, how,,in- giving us the, Bible, our gracious-God has: 


* moft' kindly fapplied the manifeft deficiencies of our perfonal: knowledge... Weare fhort-lived and. 
_ thort-fighted creatures, it is but very little that falls under our own obfervation.;, but God. has-put: 


a book into our hands, by the help whereof we may ftretch out our knowledge to-a:vaft.compafs : 


_ If we look into the hiftorical part of it, we may, go as far back as to the beginning of time ; and-if, 


we confult the prophetical, we may look as far forward as,to the end of days; and may, take.a.view 
from: firft to laft of all-thofe-things im which our duty andhappinefs are-moft. nearly interefted. 


_ As-to the tanner in which'the reverend author has treated this noble fubjeQy, we-only fay-it is. 


worthy of himfelf ; that is, of one that from a child’ has known the holy f{criptures, that by: the. 
example and advice of an-excellent father, by, the help of a pious. and. learned education, has fearch- 


ed'very narrowly into'them, and not,only made, them the delightful fubjeét of his folitary. hours;, _ 


but conftantly allowed: them a.large room both in his family-devotions.and. public. miniftrations. 


How. great and ‘manifeft advantages have refulted:from hence.to, himfelf as:to his.ows tenrper and: 


condué; and to the happy people amongét: whom, he has {pent fo muchyof his:life and labours; we. 


that will be fo kind’ to themfelves.as tolactept ofthe affiffance that is here offered unto them. 


-_ We cannot conclude without exprefling our heart’s defire and th , that 1 
cant C1 : ’s defire and: prayer to God, that our dear and 
honoured’ brother may live to fee the good fuccefs of this part of his Hie and may havé the op-» 


portunity to purfue and perfed all bis further defigns of this nature. ~ 


- Lon vox, i; sat ig - 


tich: give unto Books a 


nae 


WE have now before us, I. The Holy Bible, or Book, for fo Bible fignifies. We call it the Book 

‘byway of eminency ; for it is incomparably the beft book that”ever was written, the book of 

- books, fhining like the fun‘in the firmament of learning ; other valuable’and ufeful books, like - 

the moon and ‘ftars;botrowing theit light from it. We call it the Holy Book ; becaufe it was 

' written‘bycholy men; mdited by the Holy Ghoft ; it is perfeatly pute from all falfehood and 

corrupt intention, and the manifeft tendency of it is, to promote holmefs among*men.— The 

| great things'of:God’s*law and gofpel are here written to us, that they might be reduced to a 

- greater certainty, might fpread further, remain longer, and be traniimitted ‘to diftant places and. | 

ages more’ pure and’entire than poffibly they could be by report and tradition. And we fhall 

_ shayeoa great deal to anfwer for, if thefe things, which belong to our peace, being thus committed 

« tous in black and white, be neglected by us as a /trange and foreign thing, Hof. vill. 13.—The 

_ -oferiptures, ot writings of the feveral infpired penmen, from Mofes down to St John, in which 

_ xdivine light;'likethat-of the morning, fhone gradually, (the facred canon being now completed) 

. - tare all put together im this bleffed Bible, ‘which (thanks be to'God) we have in our hands, and. 

they make as perfect a day as we are to expect on this fide heaven. Evéry part was good ; but 

 altogether-wery good. This is the light that /hines ina dark place, 2 Pet. i. 19. and a dark 
‘place indeed the world would be without the Bible. ie Wana prea Se 
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Il. We have beformudthat part of the Bible which we call the Old Teffament/eontaining the as 
and monumentsiof thé church from the creation, ‘almoft'td the coming’ of “Chriit in the flefh, 
which was aboutifour thoufand years’;°the truths then revealed, the laws-then enacted, the de- 
votions then paid, the prophecies thén given, and the events ‘that were concerning that dilin- 

_ guithed body, fo faras:God faw fit -to*preferve’to us the knowledge'of’ them.: -'This is called a 
«= Leftament, -or Covenant, (svat; $s) becaufe it was'a‘fettled ‘declaration of the ‘x07 of God ‘con’ 
-eerming maniima federalway, and had its force‘from the defigned death of the ¢reat Teftator, 
the! Lamb: lain from the foundation of the world, Rev. xii.8.—It-is‘called the OAT eflament 
-awith:selation tothe New, which-doth not cancel and fuperfede it, but’crown and perfect it by. 
bathesbringing:in of that better hope which was-typified and foretold ‘it itl’. The Old '‘Teftament 

owiilwermdins glorious, though'the New far exceeds in glory,'2 Cor Hig.) 8 9 

stort Hs to SIM anont heist (ROME St OF TE Svs Teo TUG bDAGIO JOU DIO SW Sib Boa! Oa } 

Til. Wx-have before;us that part of the,O/d Teflamentwhich we calli the Penoateuch, or Five Books | 

1, 0f Ddojes, that; fervant of the Lords who excellediall the other prophets;/and¢ypified the great’ 
Prophet... In.our,Saviour’s diftributionzof :thesbooks of the ‘Old. Teffament into the Law, the 
Prophets, and the Pfalms or: Hagiographa, thele areithe.daw. ; torthey contain, not only the 
laws given to Ifrael in the four laft, but the laws given to Adam, to Noah, and to Abraham, in 
the firft® "Thefe:fivé books were, for ought we know, the firft that ever were written; for we 
have not the leaft mention of any writing in all the book of Genefis, nor till God bid Mofes write, 
Exod. xvii. 14.; and fome think Mofes himfelf never learned to write, till God fet him his copy 

*m the writing of the ten commandments upon the tables of ftone. However, we ate fure thefe 
books are the moft ancient writings now extant, and therefore beft able to give us a fatisfa@ory 
necount of the moft ancient things. 


PLE 
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he firft and longeft of thofe five books, which we call Genefis ; written, 
ghee rect ee Motes te * Midian, for the inftruction and comfort of his tuffering brethren. 


° 


in Egypt. 


L rather think he wrote it in the wildernefs, after he had beet in the mount with 


d where probably he received full and particular inftructions for the writing of it. And as 
Ke ibe an  ivemaclé {o he did the more excellent and durable fabric of this book, exactly 


according to the pattern fbewed him in the mount ; 


into which itis better to refolve the certain- 


ty of the things herein contained, than into: any tradition which poffibly might be handed down 
from Adam to Methufelah, from him to Shem, from him to Abraham, and fo to the family of 
‘Tacob.—Genefis is a name borrowed from the Greek: It fignifies the orginal, or generation. 
Fitly is this book fo called, fortis a hiftory of originals ; the creation of the world, the entrance 


of fin and death into it, the invention of arts, the rife of nations, 
the church, and the ftate of it inits early days. 


and efpeeially the planting of 


It is alfo a biftory of generations ; the genera- 


tions of Adam, Noah, Abraham, ¢%c. not endlefs but ufeful genealogies.—The beginning of the 
New Teftament is called Genefis too, Matth. 1. 1. Bere resoee, The do0k of the genefis or genera- 
tion of Jefus Chrift. Bleffed be God for that book which fhews us our remedy, as this opens our 
“qwound. Lord, open our eyes, that we may fee the wondrous things both of thy law and gofpel. 


gone 


aa CHA Pool. 
THE foundation of all religion being laid in our relation 
~ to God as our Creator, tt was fit that the book of divine 
» revelations, which was intended to be the guide, fupport, 
and rule of religion in the world, fhould begin, as tt doth, 
witha plainand fullaccount of the creation of the world; 
_ in anfwer to that firft enquiry of a good confcience, 
~. Where is God my Maker? Job xxxv. 8. Concerning 


_ this, the pagan philofophers wretchedly blundered, and | 


"Became vain in their imaginations ; fome afferting the 
world’s eternity and felf-exiftence, others afcribing it to 
- a fortuitous concourfe of atoms. Thus the world by 
“wifdom knew not God, but took a great deal of pains 
to lofe him. Ihe holy feripture therefore defigning, by 
revealed religion, to maintain and improve natural re- 
ligion, to repair the decays of it, and fupply the defects 
of it fince the fall, for the reviving of the precepts of 
the law of nature, lays down at firft this principle of 
the unclouded light of nature, ‘Ibai thi* world wa s, 1M 
_ the beginning of time, created by a Being of infnite 
wifdom and power, who was bimfelf before all time 
and all worlds. The entrance into God’s word gives 
this light, Pfal. cxix.130. The firft.verfe of the Bible 
gives us a furer and better, a more, fatisfying and ufe- 
Jul knowledge of the origin of the univerfe, than all 
the volumes of the philofophers. The lively faith of 


humble Chriftians underfiands this matter better than 


the elevated fancies of the greateft wits; Heb. xi. 3. 


We have three things in this chapter, 1. A general idea 
given us of the work of creation, ver.1,2. Il. 4 par- 
ticular account of the feveral days work,regiftered as in 

~ a journal, diftinly and in order. The creation of the 
hight, the firft day, ver. 3,—5. Of the firmament, the 
Second day, ver. 6,8. Of the fea, the earth, and its 
Sruits, the third day, ver. 9,~-13. Of the lights:of 
heaven, the fourth day, ver. 14,—1i9. Of the fifo and 
Sowl, the fifth day, ver. 20,—23. Of the beafts, ver. 

' 24,—25.. Of man, ver. 26,—28. and food for both, 
the fixth day, ver. 29,—30. Il. The review and ap- 
probation of the whole work, ver. 31. 


\ 


| and its embryo. — 


room well and wifely furni/bed. 
creation that Mofes here defigns to accouat for, therefore he- 
mentions not the creation of angels: But as’ the earth has not | 
| only its furface adorned-with grafs and flowers, but alfo its bow- 

els enriched with metals and precious ftones, which partake 

more vf its folid nature, and are more valuable, but the creation 
of them not mentioned here; {0 the heavens are not only deau- * 


the earth. 2 And the earth was ‘without 
form, and void ; and darknefs was upon the 
face of the deep: and the Spirit of God moved 


[ the beginning God created the heaven and 


upon the face of the waters. — 


In thefe verfes we have the work of creation in its. epitome, 


Firft, tn its epitome, vet..1. Where’ we find to our comfort 


the firft article of our creed, That God the Father Almighty is . 


the Maker of heaven and earth, and as fuch we deli. ve in him. 
Obferve in this verfe four things. fap SRR ER. ; 

[a.] The effet produced, the heaven and the eavth, i. e. the 
world, including the whole frame and furniture of the univerfe, 
the «world and all things therein, A&s xvii. 24. ‘The world is 
a great houfe confifting of upper and lower ftories, the ftru@ure. 
ftately and magnificent, uniform and convenient, and every. 
It is the vifible part of the 


tified to our eye with glorious lamps which -garnifh its out-fide, 
of whofe creation we here read, but they are within replenifhed 
with glorious beings, out of our fight, more celeftial; and more 
furpafling them in worth and excellency,<than the gold or fap- 
phires do the dikes of the field. 1n the vifible world it is eafy 
to obferve, (1.) Great variety: Several forts of beings vaftly 
differing in their. nature and conftitution from each other. Lord, 


how manifold are thy qworks, and all good! (2.) Great beauty : 


‘The azure {ky and verdant earth are‘charming to the eye of the 
curious fpectator,; much more the ornaments of both. How 
tranfcendent then muft the beauty of the Creator be! (3.) 
Great exadne/s and accuracy: To thofe that with the help of 
microfcopes narrowly look into the works of nature, they appear 


- far more fine than any of the workg*of art. (4.) Great power : 


Tt is not.a lump of dead una@ive ‘matter, but there is’ virtue 


more or lefs in every creature; the earth itfelf hath a magnetic 


power. (5.) Great order: A mutual dependance of beings, 
an exact harmony of motions, and an admirable chain and con- 
nection of caufes. (6.) Great myflery ; There are phenomena 


In. 
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~ 
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thomed nor accounted for. But from what we fee of heaven 


and earth, we may eafily enough infer the eternal power and 


Godhead of the great Creator, and may furnifh onrfelves with 
abundant matter for his praifes: And Jet our make and- place 
-as men, mind us of our duty as Chriftians; which is, Always 
to keep heaven in our eye, and the garth under our ‘feet. 


[2.]-The Author and Caufe of this great work, God. The 2 


Hebrew word is Elohim; which {peaks, (1.) The power of 
God Creator. E/ fignifies the frrong God; and what lefs than 


an almighty ftrength could bring all things out of nothing? | 
2.) The plurality of Perfons in the Godhead, Father, Son, — 


ean Holy Ghoft. This plural name of God in Hdsrew which 
{peaks of him as many though he be one, was’ to the Gentiles 
perhaps a favour of death unto death, hardening them in their i- 
dolatry ; but it is to us a favour of life unto life, confirming our 
faith in the doétrine of the Trinity, which,- though but darkly 
intimated in the Old Teflament, is clearly’ revealed in the Nea. 


The Son of God, the eternal Word’ and Wifdom of the Fa-- 


ther, was: with him when he made _the world, Prov. viii. 30. 
Nay,, we are often told that the world was made by him, and 
nothing made without him, John i. 3, 10. Eph. ii. 9. Gol. Fr 


16, Heb. i. 2.. Oh: what high thoughts fhould this form in our | 


~ — minds of'that great God whom we. draw nigh to in religious 


worfhip, and. that : iekents Mediator ine whofe name we! draw 
near! 

£3. ]-The- way ik miannerchow -this send was effededs 
God created, i. e. made it-out of nothing; There was not any 


pre-exiftent matter out of which the world was produced. The | 


- fith and fowl were indeed produced out of the waters, and the 


z a of this world 


beafts and man out of the earth; but that earth and thofe wa-. 


ters were made out of nothing. By the ordinary. power ‘of -na- 
ture, it is impoffible that fomething fhould be. made out of no- 
thing ;-no artificer can work unlefs he hath fomething to work 
on: But by the almighty power. of God, it is not only poffible 
that fomething fhould be made of pothie (the Ged of na- 
ture is not fubjeQ to the Jaws of nature,) but in the creation it 


is impofhible. it fhould be otherwife ; for nothing is more injuri- 
ous to. the honour of the Eternal Mind, than the fuppofition of 


“ eternal matter. ‘Thus, the excellency of the power is.of God; 
and all the glory is to him, 

» [A> } When this work was produced. In. the beginning; i. e: 

inthe beginning of time, when that clock was firft fet a-going: 


‘Vime began with the produdtion of thofe beings that are mea- 


fured by time. Before the beginning “of time there was none 
but that Infinite Being that inhabits eternily. 
why God made the world no fooner, we fhould Gut darken coun- 
fel by. words without knowledge; for how could there be fooner 
or later in eternity! And he did make it in the beginning of 
time, according to his eternal counfels before all time. ‘Phe 
Jewih Rabbins have a faying, that there were feven things 
-which. God created before the world, by which they only 
mean to exprefs the excellency of thefe things: The law ;_re- 
pentance ; paradife; hell; the throne of glory; the houfe of the 
fanétuary;.and the name of the Meffiah. But to us it is enough 
to fay, In the beginning. was the ward, John i. 

Let us learn hence,, 1?,, That atheifm is aie and. atheifts. 
are the. _greateft fools in nature; for they fee there is a world 
that-could not make itfelf, and yet they will not own there is a 
God that made i Doubtlefs they are cwithout excufe, but the 

eon blinded their minds... 2dly, Vhat God is 

- Sovereign Lord ofall by an unconteftable right... If he be the 
Creator, no doubt he is the owner.and poffeflor, of heaven and 
earth. 3dl/y, That with God all things are poffible; and therefore 


_ happy are the people that have him for their God, and whofe help 


and hops. fands i in his name, Pfal. cxxi. 2. and cxxiy, 8, 4thly, 


GEN ope a © 


in nature which cannot be folved, fecrets which cannot be fa- | 


ifuch a heavy unwieldy mafs was)it: 
-both for its vaftnefs, and becaufe the waters which were after-. 


Should: we afl - 


. there is hope concerning this thing : 


13 
That the God we ferve is worthy of, and yet is exalted far a- 
bove, ‘all blefling and praife, Neh. ix. 5, 6. If he made the 
world, he needs not our fevvices, mor can be benefited by 
them, Acts xvi. 24, 25. and yet he juftly requires them, and 
deferves our praife, Rev. iv. rr. If all be of him, all mult be 


-to him. 


Secondly, Were is the work of creation in its embs “N's Vela. 2» 
where we have an account of the fr/ matter, and the fir/? Mo- 
“[1.] A chaos was the Jaf matter. It-is here called the 


er 
“path, (though the earth, properly taken, was not made till the 
‘third day, ver 10.) becaufe it did moft refemble that which af 


terwards was called earth; mere earth, deftitute of irs ornaments, 


It is alfo called the decp, 


wards feparated from the earth were now mixed with it. This 
mighty bulk of matter was it out of which all bodies, even the 
firmament and vifible heavens themfelves,, were afterwards pro- 
duced. by the power of the Eternal Word. “The Creator could 
have made his work perfect at firft; but by his gradual proceed 
ing, he would fhew what is ordinarily the method of his pro- 
vidence and grace. Obferve the defcription of this chaos. (1.) 


There was nothing in it defirable to be feen; for it was qwith- 


out form, and void. Tohu and Bohu, confufion and emptiness, fo 
thofe words-are rendered, Ifa. xxxiv, 11. It was fhapelefs ;_ 
it was wfelefs ; it was without inhabitants, without ornaments ; 
the /badow or rough draught of things to come, and not the i 
mage of the things, "Hel XI... Lhe Sarth | istalmolt reduced to’ 
the fame condition again by the fin of man, under which the 
creation groans; fee Jer. iv. 23. I beheld the earth, and lo, 
“ it:was without form, and void.”? To thofe who have their 
hearts in heaven, this lower world, in comparifon with that 
uppér, ftill’appears to be nothing but confufion and cmptine/s. 
There is ‘no true beauty to be fen, no-fatisfying fulnefs to be 
enjoyed. in this earth, but in God only. (2.) If there had been 
any thing defirable to’be /een, yet there was no ger fo fee it? 
by ;° for darkne/, thick darknefs, cvas upon the face of the deep. 
God did notcreate this darkne/s, (as he isfaid.to create the 
darknefs of afliGtion, Ma. xlv. 7.) for it was only the want of 
light, which yet could not be faid to be wanted till fomething | 
was made. that might be feen by it; nor need the want of it be 
much complained of, when there was nothing to be feen but con- 


| fufion and emptinefss Lf the work of grace in the foul-be a new 


creation, this chaos reprefents the {tate of an unregd¢nerate grace- 
lefs foul: There is diforder, confufion, and every ewil cork : fe 
is empty of all good, for it is without God; it is-dark, it is dark- 
nefs itfelf. ‘This is our condition by nature, until Almighty 
Grace effects a bleffed change. [2.] "Fhe Spirit of God was 
thé firf? Mover 3" he moved upon the face-of the waters. Wher 
we confider the earth ebithont for m, and vo:d, methinks it is like 
the valley fall of dead and dry bones: Can thofe live } Can this 
confufed mafs of matter be formed into a beautiful world? Yes, 
if a /pirit of life from God enter into it, Ezek. xxxvii. g- Now 
For the Spirit of God be- 
gins to work ; and if he work, who or what thal hinder? God. 
ie Gand to make the world by his Spirit, Pfal. xxxiii. 6. Job 
xxvi. 13. And by the fame Mighty Worker the new creation 
is effected. He moved upon the face. of the deep, as Eljah . 
ftretched himfelf upon the dead child; as the hen gathers her’ 
chickens under her wings, and hovers over eee to warm and: 
cherifh them, Matth. xxiii. 37-3 as the eagic ftirs up her nelt, and: 
fluittereth ower her young, (it is the fame word that is here ufed) 
Deut. xxxii. 11. Learn hence, that God.is not only the Au- 
thor of all being, but the Fountain of life and Spring of motion. 
Dead matter would be for ever dead, if -he did not. quicken it. 
And this makes it credible to us that God fhould raife the dead. 
That. power which brought fuch a world as this out, of confu= 
fion, 
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‘That is good indesd which is fo inthe feght of God,'forhe fee 


\ not.as -manfees. 
the Fountain of dight,:from whom swe receive it, and to svhom 
| we owe all praife for it, and all the fervices we do byrit? 4. ] 
"That God divided:the light from the darknefs,{o put them afun- 
_ der as that:they could never ‘be joined together ‘or reconciled, 
Sht, | forivhat fellow/bip has light swith darknefs? 2 Cor. vi. D4. 
that it was goods: and::God divided the light i 
from the darknels: ¢'And-God ‘called the’ light | 
Day; and the darknefs he called Night : and the | 


fiony emptinefs, and.darknefs, at, the beginning of time, .can at 
the end of time bring our vile bodies out.of the. grave, though 
it be a land of darknefs. as, darkne/s itfelf, and without any order, 
“Job x. 22. and can make-them glorious bodies. — 


<3 And God faid, "Let there be light: and | 


there was light. 4 And God {aw the light, 


_ evening and, the morning were the firfl day. 


(We. have here. a’ further/account ‘of ae aS day’s ‘work. In | 
ich obferve, fro} (That chevirttof all vitble ‘beihgs which | y 
icine ee a bh | night,.and drawsthe curtains about us that we may ‘fleep ‘the 
better. See fob. wits 2, Goedvhas thus divided time betweea 
| light and darknefs, becaufe he would daily mind us that this is 
' aaworldiof mixtures.and changes.. In heaven there is perfect 
. and perpetual light, andono darknefs:atvall :In hell, utter dark- 


God created was Lights Not that‘by ithe Himfelf might fee to 
work, for the durknefs ands light ‘are both: alike 40 -bimy bar 
that by it we might fee his works,‘and his‘glory in ‘them, and 


might work our works whileit\is day. 'The works of Satan | 


and, his fervants are works of darknefs 5 but he shat docth truth, 


and doeth good, cometh to the'light, and ‘coveteth it, that his | 
Light is* the ‘great } pois Ansel ex reer apy : 
_terschanged, and ave pals: daily from onetooanother's that we 


deeds may be made. manifefl; John iu; 21. 
beauty and blefling of- the univerfe, Like the firft-born, it 
doth of all vifible beings moft refemble its great Parent in-pu- 


ity, and power, brightnefs and beneficence: It is of great-affi: | 
nity with a fpinit, and is next to it: Though by it we fee other. . 
things, and are fure that it is, yet we know not its nature, nor | 


can deferibe avhat if is, or by wvhat way the light is parted, Job 
XxxvViil. 19, 24. By the fight of it let us be led to, and af- 
filted.in the: believing contemplation of him who is Light, inf- 
nite and eternal Light, (1 John. i. 5.) and the Father of 
lights, (Jam. i. 07.) aod who dwells in inaccefhible light, (1 

Tim. vi. 16.) In the new creation, the firft thing wrought in 

the foul is ight. ‘The bleffed Spirit captivates the will and’af: 
fections, by enlightening the underftanding: So coming inte 
the heart by the door, like the Good Shepherd whofe own it iss 
while fin.and Satan, like thieves and robbers, climb up fome o- 
ther way. ‘They that by fin were darkne/s, by grace become 
" Light in the Lord. [2.} That the light was made by the word 
of God’s power; he faid, Let there Le Light. We willed and 
appointed it, and it was done immediately; there was light, 
fuch a copy as exactly anfwered the original idea inthe Eter- 
nal Mind. © the power of the word of Gad! He'/pake and 
it was dones done really and effectually, and for perpetuity 5° 
not in fhew only, and to ferve a prefent turn, for he commanded 
and it flood fats with him it was didym fadum, a word anda 
world. |! he qord of Gad, that iss his will and the good plea- 
fure of it, is.guick.and powerful. Chrift is the Word, the ef 


{ential eternal Word 3, apd by him the light was produced, for - |) 


in him avas light, and.he is the true light, the light of the world, 
John.i. 9. andax. §. The divine light which thines in fap@i- 
fied-fouls:is wrought by the power of God, the power of his 
word, and of the Spirit of awifdom and revelation, “opening thé 
undesflandings Scattering the-mifts: of ignorance ai al ake, 
and yiving the knoauledge of the glory of Godin the ‘face of Chrift, 
asiat firlt God commanded the light to Shine out of darknefs, 2 
Cor. ive-6. Darknefs had: been pespétually upon the “face! BF 
fallen ‘man, if the Soz of Ged hadnot\come and given Us an une 
degianeings t John v. 20, £3.) "Phat ‘the light ‘which. God 
willed, when. it was produced, he approved of. ‘God faaw’ ‘the 
light that it sas, good. 
it was fit to anfwer the end for which he defigned its It’ was 
afeful.and profitable: The world, that now is'a\palacé, would 
have. been a dungeon withontit, It was amiable and: pleafanes: 


Truly light is Jwest, Eccl. Ki, vat it rejoices the ‘hearty Pyov. - 
XN, 30. What God commands, be will approve and‘graciciifly” | 


accept of, and. be-well pleafed with the work-ofhis’own hands 


Tt was exactly as he defigned it, ‘and! |! 
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Tf the light be good, how good is he that is 


And yet he divided: time between them, the: day for light, and 
thenight for idarkenefs, inva conftant/and.cegular fucceflion each 
ta‘other. Though:the darknefs-was now f{cattered by'the'light; 
yet it was’ sot condenined: to.a perpetual! banifhment, ‘but takes - 


| its tutn with thelight;and has. its place becaufe it has. its we} 


for‘as the light’ of the morning befriends” the ‘bufinefs of the 
day, fo the fhadows: of the evening befriend the! repofe of ithe 


nefs, and no. gleam of light: ‘In that’ world-betwixt:-thefe ‘two 
there'is aogreatygulph fixed! Butin thisaworld they: are coun- 


may learn to expect the-like viciflicadesvin-the. providence of 
God, peace and: trouble, joy:and forrow, ‘and may 2 the one 
over againft the other; andaccommodate ourfelves toboth, as we 
do to the light and darknefs, bidding both welcome, and mak- 
ing the beft of both. [ig.] That God divided them-from each 
other by diftinguifhing names. He. called the light Day, and 
the darknefs he called Night.’ He gave them names ‘as Lord of 
both ; for the day ischis, the night alfo is bis, Pfal. xxiv. 16. 


 He'is the Lord of time, and‘will*be fo till day and night foal 
| come to an-end, and the {treamof tinte be fwallowed up in. the 
- ocean of eternity. © Let as acknowledge God in the conftant 


fucceflion of day and night, and: confeerate both to his ‘honour, 
by working for him every day, andxe/ting in him every night, 


_ and meditatingin his law day and nights 6.) That this owas 
| the frfiday’s work, anda pood day’s work it was; the evening 
| and themorning were the firft days) The darknefs of the: evens’ 
| ingowas:-before thedight of the morning, that it might ferve for 
- @foibto ity to fet it off,:and make ip thine the brighter.’ “This 
| was not/only the firft day of the world, but thevfirft:day-of the: 
_ week: I obferve it to the honour of that day, becaufe the new! 
_ world began»on the firft day of the week likewife inthe refur- 

reétion of Chrift, as the light of the world, early in the morn- _ 


ing» In him the Day-fprmg from on ‘high hath vifited the 


_ Worlds and happy are-we, for ever happy, if that Dayar a- 


rife in our hearts. 


6 ¢ And God faid, Let there hecasiieresdvestb 


inthe midft of the waters, and let itdivide the 
_ waters from the waters. 7 An@ God ‘made the 
_ firmament, and divided the waters'which were. 
under the firmament from the waters which 
were above*the firmament :)andeat’ was {0. o 3 


which 


And Godj called’ ‘the “firmament Heaven®> and 


| the evening atid the imorning | were® the: fecond’ 


| days eg dis bas! “vib edt betts> ‘box 
) : yal peg Pes ger : tz + . ees at we 
_We'have here an account of the fecond de ye mech the eres 

| ation-of the“firmament. “Tn whieh obferved .} Thecommand: 

of Got concerning its Wie there bela fiitnramend: An expanfions 


| fo the: Hebrew, wordignifies ;*like!a fheet fpread, ora-curtain 


drawn aut... ‘Thisyincludes all that is-vifible above the earth, 
‘between itvand’ the third heavens ; the air, ‘its higher, middle, 
: orbs 


y 


Chapel 


orbs: of lightaboves Ie reaches as: High as the place whete’ 


the ftars are-fixed, for thatcis:called Here the’ firmament of bea 
wen, Vers Tify kG. andias lowsasette place where the birds: fly, 
for that al{oisicalleds the firmament-of heaven, ver. 40. When 
God:had: made the light,-he appointed: the air to-be the recep~ 
tacle and: vehicle of its beants; and to: be as a’ niedium’ of com>” 
munication between:the invifible apd the vifible world's For 
though> bet ween heaven and: earth: there is’ an inconceivable dix 
> ftance;: yet there:is:not!an unpaflable gulph, as’ there is’ between 
Heaven and hell... This firmament! is’ not‘a-wall of partition, 
but a way ofintercourfe: See Job» xxvis 7. and xxxviiv PB: 
Pfal. cive:3. Amos ix. 6.» [2s]! The'crention of it. Leftit 
fhouldifeemi as if God had: only commanded it to’ be done, and 
fome one elferhad: done it, headds, And God mate the firma’ 
ments, What.God- requires of us; he'himfelf evords incus;’ or 
it is ‘net done. He that: commands faith, holinefs,-and ‘love; 
creates them by the power of his grace?going along’ with his 


word; that:het may: Have all'the praife. - Lord, give what thou \ 


contmandefi, and then command what'thote pleafef. "The firma, 
ment'is faidiito- be) the work: of God's fingers, Plal. viii. 3. 
"Plough: the valtnefs: of its: extent {peaks it’ the work of his aray 


etched outs-yer she! admirable finenefs of its conftitution {peaks | | 

_ dered them both ufeful: 
| was fos no footier faid but'done. (1) The waters which had. 
| covered the’ eatth, were ordered to retire, and to:jgather intovone 
) place, to: wit, thofe hollows which were fitted and appointed for 


it like a curious piece of-arts ithe: work of his fingers. [35] 
The ufe ahd defigniof'irs To-divtde the waters: fromthe wa- 
ters; i.e. to diltinguify between the waters that’ are wrapt up in 
theelduds, and thoferthat .coverithe!fea'; the waters in the air; 
andithefe invthe easth.:', Seé the difference between: thefe’ two 
carefully obferved;-Dent.-xis 1o; 11--where’Canaan-is upon this 
account preferred: before Egypt, that Egypt was moiftened and 
nvade fruitful with the! waters‘that\are under the firmament, but’ 
Catiaan' with-water’s' from above out'of the firmament, even the 
dew of heaven, whieh tarricth not for the ‘fons of men; Mic.-v. 
7. God Hath: in: the firmament’ of his power, chambers, {tore- 


chambersy whence: he: ewatereth :the earth, Pfal. civ. 13. and lxv:. } . 
‘ | people are not exempted from thefe in thiss worlds: bub it: is 
| their comfort,.that they are only: qaters: undir the heaven, there: 
| are none in eaven; and that they are,all.in the place thawsGod 


oy tor He hath allo ¥reafures or magaziries of /now. and. hail 
which he bath referded again? the day of battle and avar,. Job 
MK 22,23: - O what:a great God/is he who is thus pro- 
vided, forthe comfort of all that'ferve him,. and: the confufion ‘ 
ofallithat hate! hin! It’ is good having htm our friend, and bad: 
_ hayiste him our enemy. [4.] The naming of it: He called the 
firmament: Heaven: Ix is the vifible heaven, the pavement of the 
holy citys, Above the firmament, God is: faid to have his 
throne, Ezek: i226. ifor he has prepared sit inthe heavens: The 
heavens therefore are’ faid to rule, Dan. iv. 26. “ Is not’'God 
inthe -height‘of heaven?” (Job xxii. 12.) Yes, he is; and 
we fhould be:led, by the contemplation of the heavens ‘that’ are) 
in our eye;'toconfider our Father which is in heaven. The 
height of the heavens fhould mind us of God’s fupremacy, and 
the infiniterdiftance that’is*between’ us and him ; the brighthefs 
of the heavens; and their purity, fhould’ mind’ us‘ of his glory 
and majefty; and. perfect holinefs ; the: vaftnefs of the-heavens,. 
and their en¢ompafling the earth, and influence upon it, fhould 
miind us’ of his immenfity and univerfal providence. 

9 F And God:faid, Let the waters'under the 
heaver'be gathered: together unto one place, and 
let the dty land appear: andvit was fo.. 10 And: 

God called the dry land Earth, and-the gather: 
ing together. of the: waters: called: he Seas: 
and’ God ifaw that’ it was good. 11 And God 
faid, Let’ the earth bring forth grafs, the herb. 
yielding ‘feed, and the fruit-tree yielding fruit: 
after his Kind, whofe feed-2s in‘ itfelf; upon) the: 


earth: apd-it; was-foy ya‘ And'the earth brought’ | /eed in it/elf after its 
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| 
| 


/ 
| 
/ 


if 


| Spreading of their sable.: 


| the dry land to appear. 


|. them. 
| how they are. ftill bound and. Linited:by thesfame Almighty 


|!) 6,—9: and is there mentioned as matter of praife. 
» go down to the fea. in ships: ought to acknowledge dailythe wit 
| dom, power, :and: goodnefs of the Creator, in makingothe great 


15 
forth: grafs; and lrerb yielding feed after his‘kind, 
and’ the tree yidlding ‘fruit, whole feed was in 
itfelf, after his kind: and. God faw that it was 
good. 13 .And: the evening’ and' ‘the morning 


were, the third day. 


The third day's\work is related it thefe’verfes; the form- 
ing ef the;fea.and-the dry land, and the making: ‘of the earth 
fruit ul. Hitherto: the power of the Creatdr had beed exerted 
aid employed about the uppet part’ of the: vilible’ world; the 
light of heaven was! kindled, andthe’ firmattient Of heaven fix- 

id: But now he defeendsto this-lower world, the earth, which 
was.defigned fort the ‘children of men, defigned both for their hae 
biation and for their maintenante; and here we havé an account 
of the fitting ofit for both; the building of ‘their: houfe, and the 
Obferve, - BFS 
Lr.) How: theearth was prepared to be a dabitation for 
man, by the gathering’ of the waters together and the making of 
Thus; inftead of that confufion which 
Was, ver. 2. when earth and water were. mixediin. one: great 
mais; behold now there is: order, by fuch a {Sparation: as rene 

God faid, «* Let it) be {0,”icand at 


5 


their reception and: reft.. The watérs, thus cleared (ithus> cole 
leéted; and thas lodged’ in their proper place, he’ called’ Seas + 


| For though they are many, in diftant regions, and wafhing 

| feveral. fhoress yet, either above ground or tinder ground, they | 
| have communication with each other, and fo they are one; and © 
| the conimon receptacle of waters into which all the rivers‘tun, 


| Ecol. iss7 


Waters and {eas often in {cripture fignify troubles 
and afflictions, Pfal. Ixix! 2, rq, 15, andxli 7. God’scown 


hath-appoinied:them, and within thé’ bounds thats he hath ft 
How’ the’ waters were: gathered. togetbasvat. firltj ahd 


Hand that-firlt confined them, is elegantly deferibeds:Pfal. cive 
They thet 


waters ferviceable to. man fos: trade: and: commerce sand: thie. 
j that tarry. at-home mult owe themfelves indebted to hinythat 
keeps the fea with Jars and-doors in its decreed place, and ftays 
its proud waves; Job xxxvi. ro, 1Pty0(2.) The dry land was 
made to appear, and enterge out! of the waters, ‘and owas walled 


| Larth, and given: to, the childrew of nien. The earth; at feems, 


was-ia' being. before ; but it-was of now/e, becauferit was under 
water: Uhus many of God’s gifts are receivedin vainy:bécaufe | 
they are: buried; make’ them to! appear, and they. become fervices 


F able. We. that to this day enjoy‘the benefit of the dry land, 


(though fince this, it.was’ oace-delaged, and dried again, ) muft 
own ourfelyes tenants, to, .and;-dependants- upon that: God 


_ whole bands formed the dry lands Plal. xev. 50 Jon. is 


[2 J, How the earth was farnifhed for the maintenance: and: 
_ fappoct of man, ver. rt, 12s Prefent proyifion was:now made 
_ by the inimediate products of the upftart earth ; «which; im obes 
_ dience. to God’s,command, was no fooner made but it’ became — 


+ fruitful, and dy bught forth grafs for the cattley.and herb for the: 
> fervice. of man 


Provition was likewife made for timé torcome;’ 
by, the perpetuating of: the feveral fpecies: of vegetables, which. 
‘are-numerous, various, and: all curious, and everyone /aving: its! 
hind, that during the continuance of man 
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upon the. earth, food might be fetched out of the earth for his 
ufe and benefit. Lord, what is man, that he is thus vifited 
and regarded! That fuch care fhould be taken, and fuch pro- 
vifion made for the fupport and ‘prefervation. of thofe guilty and 
obnoxious lives which have been a thowfand times forfeited ! 

- Obferve here, 1/7, That not only the earth is the Lord’s. but 
the fulne/s thereof; and he is the rightful Owner and fovereign 
Difpofer, not only of it, but of all its, furniture. ‘The earth 
was empltine/*, ver. 2. but now, bya word fpeaking, it is be- 

come full of God’s riches; And, his they: are {till, ‘* his corn 
and his wine, his wool and his flax.”? Hof. ti. g. . Though the 
afe of them be allowed to us, the property {till remains in him, 
and to his fervice. and honour they muft be ufed. 2dly, ‘That 
common providence is a continued creation, and in it our Fa- 
iher worketh hitherto. "The. earth {tll remains under the effi- 
cacy of this command, to bring forth grafs and herbs, and its 
annual produa&s: Though, being according to the common 
courfe of nature, they are not f{tanding miracles, yet they are 
ftanding inftances of the unwearied. power and unexhaufted 
goodnefs of the world’s great Maker and. Malter.. 3u/y, That 
though God ordinarily makes ufe.of the agency of fecond caufes 
according to their nature, yet he neither needs them nor is tied 
fo ‘them ;. for though the precious fruits of theyearth are ufually 
brought forth by the influences of the /un and moon, Deut. 
XXXili. 14. yet here we find the earth bearing a great abund- 
ance of fruit, probably ripe fruit, ‘before the fun and moon’ were 
made. 4th/y, That it is good to provide things neceflary be- 
fore we have occafion to ufe them: Before the.bealts and man 
were made, here was grafs and herb prepared for them. God 
thus dealt wifely and gracioufly with man, let not man thea be 
foolifh and unwife for himfelf. <fA/y, That God, muft have 
the glory of all the benefit we receive from the produéts of the 
eart!, either for food or phyfic. It is he that Aears. the hea- 
vens, when they hear the earth, Hof. ii. 24, 22. And if we 
have, through grace, an intereft in him who is the Fountain, 
when the ftreams are dried up, and the fig-tree doth not bloffom, 
we may rejoice in him, ne 
14. And God faid, Let there be lights: in 
the firmament of the heaven, to divide the day 
from the night: and let them be for figns, and 
for feafons, and for days, and years. 15 And 
let them be for lights in the firmament of the 
-heaven, ta. give light upon the earth: and it was 
io. “ 16 And.God made. two great lights; the 
. greater light to rule the day, and the lefler light 
tovrule the night: be made the ftars alfo. 17 And 
God fet them in, the firmament of the.heaven, 
to give light upon the earth, 18 And to rule o- 
ver the day, and over the night, and to divide 


the light from the darknefs: and God faw that 


if’ was good. ig And the evening and the 
morning were the fourth day. 


_ This 1s the hiftory ‘of the fourth -day’s: work, “the creating 
of the fun, moon, and ftars: Which are here accounted for 
not as they are-in themfelves, and in their own nature. to fatis. 
fy the curious} but as they are in relation to this earth, to 
which they ferve as dights; and this is enovgh to furnith us 
with matter for praife and thankfgiving. Holy. Job mentions 
this as an inftance:of the glorious power of God, that * by his 
Spirit he hath garnifhed the heavens,” Jeb xxvi. 13. And 
here we have an account of that garniture, which is not only 


<2 


{o:much the beauty of the upper world, but fo much the bleh. 


_ for our pleafure and advantage. 


fing of this lower 5 for though heaven be high, yet hath it refpeet 
to this earth, and therefore fhould have refpect from it. Of 


the creation of the lights of. heaven. we have an account... 4 


Firft, In general, ver. 14, 15. Where we have, (1.) The. 


command given concerning them: Let there be lights in the fir~° 


mament, of heaven. 


God. had faid, ver. 3. Let there be light, 


and there was light; But that was as it were a chaos of light, » 


{catered and confufed , now it was collected and modelled, 
and made into feyeral luminaries, and fo, rendered both more. 
glorious and more ferviceable.. God is the God of order, and’ 
not of confufion: And as he is dight, fo he is the Father and’ 
Former of fights. ‘Fhofe lights were to be in the firmament of. 
heaven, that valt expanfe which enclofeth the earth, and is con-. 
{picuous to all; for no man avhen he has lighted a-candle, pats” 
it under a buthel, but on a candlefiick, Luke vii. 16. and a- 
{tately- golden candleftick the firmament. of heaven, is, from. 
which thefe candles give light to all that are in the houfe. “Vhe 
firmament. itfelf is fpoken of as having a brightnefs of its own, 
Dan, xii. 3. But that was not fufficient to give light to the 
earth ; and perhaps for that reafon it is not exprefsly faid of 
the fecond day’s work, in which the firmament was niade, that 


it was good, becanfe till it was adorned with thefe lights on _ 


the fourth day it was mot become ferviceable to man.’ (2.) 
‘Lhe ufe they were intended to be of to this earth. 1/, They 


mutt be for the diftin@tion of times, of day and night, fummer  —~ 


and winter, which are interchanged by the motion of the fun ; 
whofe rifing makes day, his fetting night ; his approach towards 
our tropic makes fummer, his recefs to the other, winter:. 


And thus under the fun there is afeafon to every purpofe, Eccl. 


iii. £. 2ly, ‘They muft be for the dire&ion of actions. ‘They 
are for figns of the change of weather, that the hufbandman 


| may. order his affairs, with diferetion, forefeeing by the face of 


the fey, when fecond caufes have begun to work, whether it 
will be fair or foul, Mat. xvi. 2, 3.. They do alfo give light 


‘upon the earth, that we may walk, (John xi. g.) and work, 


(John ix. 4.) according as the duty of every day requires. Vhe 


lights of heaven do not fhine for themfelves, nor for the wor'd. > 


of fpirits above, they need them not; but they fhine for as, and. 


“ Lord, what is man that he 
fhould be thus regarded!”’ Pfal. viii. 3, 4. How ungrateful 


| and inexcufable are we, if, when God hath fet up thefe lights 
for us to work by, we fleep, or play, or trifle away the time of © 


bufinefs, and negle& the great work we were fent into the 
world about! The lights of heaven are made to ferve us ; and 
they do it faithfully, and fhine in their feafon without fail: But 
we are fet as lights in this world, to ferve God; and do we in 
like manner anfwer the end of our creation? No, we do not ; 
our light doth not fhine before God as his lights fhine before _ 
us, Matth. v.14. . We burn our Maiter’s candles, but do not 
mind our Mafter’s work. ; 

Secondly, In particular, vers 16, 17, 18,. The lights of 
heaven are the /v2, moon, and flars; and thefe all are the work . 


of God's hands. (1.) The fun is the greateft light of all, one. 


hundred fixty-fix times bigger than the earth, and the mot 
glorious.and ufeful of all the lamps of heaven; a noble inftance 
of the Creator’s wifdom, power, and goodnefs, and an invalua’ 


able blefling to the creatures of this lower world. Let us learn - 
from Pal, xix. 15,6: how to give unto God the glory due to.” 
~ h’s name, as the Maker_of the fun, -(2.) ‘The moon js a leffer” 

light, and yet is herereckoned one of the greatér lights, because, - 


“S 


though in regard of its Magnitude and: borrowed light it is/in=> 
_ ferior to many of the 


of the night, and in refp 
more excellent than they.. 
molt ferviceable; and they are the greater ligi+. 
the beft gifts, but that humbly and faithfully do 


“with 


{tars, yet by virtue of its office as ruler» 
ect of its wlefulnef to the earth, itis 
Thofe ar@-moft valuable that are - 
not that have - 


oft good 


a 


Chap. 1. 


with them. Whofoever will be great among you, let him be 
your minifter,” Mat. xx. 26. (3.) He made the frars alfo: 
Which “are here fpoken of as they appear to vulgar eyes, with- 
out diftinguifhing between the planets and the fixed ftars, or 
accounting for their number, nature, place, magnitude, motions, 
or influences $ for the {criptures were written, not to gratify our 
euriofity and make us aftronomers, but to lead us to God and 
make us faints. -Now, thefe lights are {aid to rule, ver. 16, 
18. not that they have a fupreme dominion as God has, but 
they are deputy-governors, rulers under him. Here the /e/fer 
fight, the moon, is faid to rule the night; but, Pfal. cxxxvi, 
~g. the ftars are mentioned as fharers in that government, the 
‘ynoon and flars to rule by night. No more is meant, but that 
- they give light, Jer. xxxi. 35. The beft and moft honoura- 


ble way of ruling is by giving fight and doing good: Thofe | 


coinmand refpeéts that live an ufeful life, and fo /hine as hghts. 
Learn from all this, 1/7, The fin and folly of that ancient ido- 
latny, the worfhipping of the fun, moon, and ftars; which fome 
think took rife, or countenance at'leaft, from fome broken tra- 
ditions in the patriarchal age concerning the ru/e and dominion 
of the lights of heaven. But the account here given of them 
plainly fhews, that they are both God’s creatures, and man’s 
fervants; and therefore it is both a great affront to God, and 
a great reproach to ourfelves, to make deities of them, and give 
them divine honours. See Deut. iv. 19. 2d/y, The duty 
and wifdom of daily worfhipping of that God who made all 
thefe things, and made them.to be that to us which they are. 
The revolutions of the day and night oblige us to the folemn 
facrifice of prayers and praifes every morning and evening. 


20 qAnd God faid, Let the waters bring forth 
abundantly the moving creature that-hath life, 
and fowl that may fly above the earth in the o- 


pen firmament of heaven. 21 And God created 


great whales, and every living creature that mo- 
veth, which the waters brought forth abundant- 
ly after their kind, and every winged fowl after 
his kind: and God faw that it was good. 22 
And God bleffed them, faying, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and fill the waters in the feas, and let 
fowl multiply in the earth. 23 And the evening 
and the morning were the fifth day. 


Each, day hitherto hath produced very noble and excellent 
beings, which we can never {ufficiently admire; but we do not 
read of the creation of any Aving creature till the fifth day, 
which thefé verfes give us an account of. ‘I'he work of crea- 
tion not only proceeded gradually from one thing to another, 
but rofe and advanced gradually from that which was lefs ex- 
cellent to that which was more fo; teaching us to prefs to- 
wards perfection, and endeavour that our /¢f works may be 
our bet works. It was on the fifth day that the fifth and fowl 
were created, and both out of the waters: Though there be 
one kind of flefh of fifbes, and another of birds, yet they were 
made together, and both out of the waters; for the power of 
the Firft Cavfe can produce very different effects from the fame 
f{econd caufes. dace 


Obferve, [1.] The making of the f/h and fowl at firft, ver.” 


20, 21- God commanded them tobe produced. He faid, 
«¢ Let the waters bring forth abundantly :” Not as if the wa- 
ters had any produétive power of their own ; but, Let them be 
brought into being, the fifh 7z the waters, and the fowl out of 
them. This command he himfelf executed: God created great 
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whales, &c. —Infeéts, which perhaps are as various and as 
numerous as any fpecies of animals, and their ftructure as cu- 
rious, were part of this day’s work, fome of them being allied 
to the fifh, and others to the fowl., Mr Boyle (1 remember) 
faith; he admires the-Creator’s wifdom and power as much in 
an ant as in an elephant. Notice is here taken of the various 
fpecies of fifh and fowl, each after their kind; and of the great 
numbers of both that were produced; for the waters brought 
forth abundantly ; and particular, mention of great whales, 
the largeft of fithes, whofe bulk and ftrength, exceeding that of 
any other animal, are remarkable proofs of the power and great- 
nefs of the Creator, ‘The exprefs notice here taken of the 
whale above all the reft, feems fufficient to determine what a-. 
nimal is meant by the /evzathan; Job xli. 1. The curious for- 
ination of the bodies of animals, their different fizes, fhapes, 
and natures, with the admirable powers of the fenfitive life with 
which they are endued, when duly confidered, ferve not only 


+ to filence and fhame the objections of atheifts and intidels, but 


to raife high thoughts and high praifes of God in pious and de- 
vout fouls. Pfal. civ. 25, Qe. : 

[2.] The défing of them, in order to their continuance, 
Life is 2 wafting thing; its ftrength is not the ftrength o 
ftones ; it-is a candle that,will uta out, if it be not firlk b/own 
out: And-therefore the wife Creator not only made the in- 
diyiduals, but provided for the propagating of the feveral fpecies, — 
ver. 22. ‘ God bleffed-them, faying, Be fruitful and mult - 
ply.”” God will blefs his own works, and nor forfake them ; 
and what'he doeth, it fhall be for a-perpeiuity, Eccl. iii. 14. 
The power of God’s providence preferves all things, as at firft his 
creating power produced them. Fruitfulnefsis the effect of God’s 
blefling, and mutt be afcribed to it: The multiplying of the fifh 
and fowl from year to year is {till the fruit of this bleffing here. 
Well, let us give to God the glory of the continuance of thefe 
creatures to this day for the benefit of man: See Job xii. 7, 
8,9. It is pity that fifhing and fowling, recreations innocent 
in themfelyes, fhould ever be abnfed to divert any from God 
and their duty, while they are capable of being improved to _ 


- lead us to the contemplation of the wifdom, power, and good-— 


nefs. of him that made all thefe things, andito engage us to ftarid . 


in awe of him, as the fifh and fowl! do of us. : 


244 And God faid, Let the earth bring forth 
the living creature after his kind, cattle, and 
creeping thing, and beaft of the earth after his 
kind: and it was fo. 25 And God made the beaft 
of the earth after his kind, and the cattle. after 
their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon - 
the earth after his kind: and God faw that 7¢ 
was good. - . 


We have here the firft part of the fixth day’s work: The 
fea was the day before replenifhed with its fith, and the air with 
its fowl; and this day the beafts of the.earth were made, cat~ 
tle and the creeping things that pertain to the earth. : Here, as 


before, (1.) The Lord gavethe word. He faid, “ Let the 


earth bring forth:” Not as if the earth had any fuch prolific 


virtue as to produce thefe animals, or as if God refigned, his 
creating power to it ; but, Let thefe creatures now come into 
being upon the earth, and out of it, in their refpedtive kigds; con- 
formable to the ideas of them in the divine counfels concerning 
their creation. °(2.) He alfo did the work. He made them all 
after their kind: Wot only of divers, fhapes, but of divers’ na- 
tures, manners, food, and fafhions : Some to be tame about the 
houfe, others to be wild in the fields ; Some living upon grafs 
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and herbs, others upon flefh: Some harmmlefs, and others raven~ 
ous: Some bold, and others timorous : Some for man’s fervice, 
and not his faftenance, as the horfe ; others for his fultenance, 
and not fervice, as the fheep ; others for both, as the ox; and 
{ome for neither, as the wild beafts. In all which appears the 
manifold wifdom of the Creator. 


26 | And God faid, Let us make man in our 


‘image, after our likenefs: and let them have do- 


minion over the fith of the fea, and over the 
fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the earth, and-over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth. 27 So God created 
man in his own image, in the image of God cre- 
ated he him: male and female created he them. 
23 And God bleffed them, and God faid unto 
them, Be fruitful and multiply, and replenith 
the earth, and fubdue it: and have dominion o- 
ver the fith of the fea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over every living thing that moveth 
upon the earth. 


We have here the fecond part of the fixth day’s work, the 


eteation of man; which we are in a fpecial manner concernéd 


to take notice of, that we. may énow our/elves. 

Obferve, [1.] That man was made Jaf of all the creatures, 
that it might» not be fufpected that he had been any way an 
helper to God in the creation of the world. -That queftion 
muft be for ever humbling and mortifying to him, Where waft 
thou, or any of thy kind, when I lard the foundations of the 


earth 2 Job xxxviii. 4. Yet it was both an honour and. a fa- 


vour to him that he was made laft: An honour, for the method 


‘of the creation was to advance from that which was lefs per- 
-fe& to that which was more fo; and a favour, for it was not 


fit he fhould be lodged in the palace defigned for him till it 
was completely fitted up and furnifhed for his reception. Man, 
as foon as he was made, had the whole vifible creation before 
him, both to contemplate and to take the comfort of. Man was 
made the fame day that the beafts were, becaufe his body was 
made of the fame earth with theirs ; and while he is in the bo- 
dy, he inhabits the fame earth with them. God grant, that by 
indulging the body, and the defires of it, we do not make our- 
felves /ike the beafts that perifh! 

_ {2.] That man’s creation was a more fignal and immediate 
act of Divine wifdom and power than that of the other crea- 
tures.. “Lhe narrative of it is introduced with fomething of fo- 
lemnity, and a manifeft diftinétion from the reft. _ Hitherto it 
had been faid, Let there be light, and, Let there be a firma- 
ment; or, Let the earth or waters bring forth fach a thing: 
But now the word of command is turned into a word of con- 
faltation; ** Let us make man, for whofe fake the reft of the 
creatures were made: ‘his is a work we muft take into our 
own hands,” In the former, he fpeaks as one having autho- 
rity ; in this, as one having affection, for his delights were wrth 
the fons of men, Prov. vile 31. It fhould feem as if this were 
the work which he longed tobe at: g. 0. Having at laft fet- 
tled the preliminaries, let us now apply ourfelves to the bufi- 
nefs; Letus make man.” Man was tobe a creature diffe 
rent from all that had been hitherto made. Fleth and fpirit, 
heaven and earth, muft be put together in him; and he mutt be 
allied to both worlds; and therefore God himfelf 
dertakes to niake, 
ealled a council to confider of the making of him; Let uy make 


not only un- 
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| God and man there is an infinite diftance, 


| fulnefs of time. 
| doth efpecially bear God’s image. 
__telligent immortal fpirit, an influencing ative fpirit, herein re- 
. fembling God, the Father of {pirits and the Soul of the world. 
The foul of ~ 


but is pleafed fo to exprefs himfelf as if he . 


1.8. Chap. L 


Holy Ghoft, confult about it, and concur in.it; becaufe man, 
when he was made, was to be dedicated and devoted to Father, 


reafon baptized, for to that great name we-owe our being. Let 
them rule man who faid, Let us make man. bo 


likene/s; two words toexprefs the fame thing, and making each 
other the more expreflive. Jmage and /kenefs is the like 
image, the neareft refemblance of any of the vifible creatures. 


before him, but, in the likenefs of his Creator ; yet {till between 
Chrift only is the 
expre/s image of God’s Perfon, as the Son of his Father, ha- 
ving the fame nature. It is only /ome of Goa’s honour that is 
put upon man; who is God's image only as the fhadow in the 
glafs, or the king’s imprefs upon the coin. God’s image upon 
man confifts in thefe three things: (1.) In his nature and con- 
fiitution ; not that of his body, for-God has not a body, but. 
that of his foul. ‘This honour indeed God has put upon the 
body of man, that the Word was made flefh; the Son of God 
was cloathed with a body like unto ours, and will fhortly clothe 


ours witli a glory like unto his: And this we may fafely fay, 
' that he by wham God made the worlds, not only the great — 
world, but man. the little world, formed the human body at the - 


firft, according to the platform he defigned for himfelf in the 
But it is the foul, the great /oul of man that 
The foul is a fpirit, an in- 


‘“« The fpirit of man is the candle of the Lord.” 
man, confidered in its three noble faculties, underftanding, wills. 


_ and active power, is perhaps the brighteft, cleareft looking-glafs. 
| in nature wherein to fee God. 
rity: “& Let us make man zm our image, and let bim have dc- 


(2.) In his place and autho- 


minton.’? As he has the government of the inferior creatures, 
he is as it were God’s reprefentative or viceroy upon earth ; 
they are not capable of fearing and fervirig God, theréfore God 
has appointed them to fearand ferve man. Yet his government 


image than his government of the creatures. (3.) Ln his pu- 
rity and reditude. God’s image upon man confifts in know- 
ledge, righteoufnefs, and true holinefs, Eph. iv. 24. Col. iii. 
10. He was upright, Eccl. vii. 29. He had an habitual 
conformity ofall his natural powers to the whole will of God. 


were no errors or miftakes in his knowledge :. His will com- 
plied readily and univerfally with the will of God,. without re- 
luétancy or refiftance: His affections were all regular, and he 


-had no inordinate appetites or paffions : His thoughts were ea- 


fily brought and fixed to the: beft fubjeéts, and there was no 
vanity or ungovernablenefs in them. All the inferior powers 
were fubject to the diftates and direétions of the fuperior, with- 
out any mutiny or rebellion. ‘Thus holy, thus happy, were 
our firft parents, in having the image of God upon them. And: 
this honour put upon man at firlt, is a good reafon why we 
fhould, not /peae z// one of another, Jam. iii. g. nor do 7// one 
to another, Gen. ix. 6.; and a good reafon why we fhould not 


vote ourfelves to God’s feryice. But how art thou fallen, O- 
fon of the morning! How is this image of God upon man de- 
faced! How fmall are the remains of it, and how great» the 
ruins of it! The Lord renew 
fying grace. Dis 

[4.] That man was made male and Female, and bieffed 


we 


man. The three Perfons of the Trinity, Father, Son, and — 
Son, and Holy Ghoft.: Into that great name-we are with good - 


[3-] That man was made in God’s image, and after bis 


Man was not made in the likenefs of any creature that went” 


of himfelf by the freedom of his wil/, has in it more of God's _. 


it upon our fouls by his fanéti-— 


hissaagesine sve doo 


His underftanding. faw divine things clearly and truly, and there — : 


debafe ourfelves to the fervice of fing and why we fhould dem 


with the blefling of fruitfulnefs and increafe. God faid, Let us 
: ’ : es . make 


3 Chap. 


make man ; and immediately it follows, /o God created man; 


he performed what he refolved. With us, faying and doing 
are two things; but they are not fo with God. He created 
him male and female, Adam and Eve; Adam firlt out of 
“earth, and Eve out of his fide, chap. ii. It fhould feem, that 


of the reft of the creatures God made many couples $ but of 


man, did not he make one? (Mal. ii. 15.) though be had the 
 refidue of the Spirit: From whence Chrift gathers an argument 
. againft divorce, Mat. xix. 4, 5.~ Our firft father <dam was 
confined to one wife, and if he-had put her away, there was no 
other for him to marry; which plainly intimated, that the bond 
of marriage is not tobe diffolyed at pleafure. Angels were not 
made male and femate, for they were net to propagate their 
kind, (Luke xx. 34, 35, 36.); but man was made fo, that 
the nature might be propagated, and the race continued. Fires 
and candles, the luminaries of this lower world, becaufe they 
wafte and go out, have a power to Aight more; but-it is not fo 
_ “with the lights of heaven, ftars do not kindle ftars. God made 
but ‘ove male and one female, that all the nations of men might 


know themfelves to be made of one blood, defcendants from 


‘one common ftock, and might thereby be induced to love one 
another. God having made them capable of tranfmitting the 
‘nature they had received, faid to them, Be fruitful, and multi- 
ply, and replenifh the earth, Were he gave them, (1.) A 
large inheritance: Replenifh the earth; that is it that is be- 
ftowed upon the children of men. They were made to dwell 
upon the face of all the earth, A&s xvii. 26. ‘That is the 
place in which God has fet man to be the fervant of his pro- 


vidence in the government of the inferior creatures, and as it | 


were the intelligence of this orb; and to be the receiver of 
God’s bounty, which other creatures live upon, but do not know 
it: To be likewife the co//efor of his praifes in this lower 
world, and to pay them into the exchequer above, Pfal. cxlv. 
to.: And (laftly ) tobe a probationer for a better ftate. (2.) A 
numerous lafting family to enjoy this inheritance ; pronouncing 
a blefling upon them, in the virtue of which their pofterity 
fhould extend to the utmoft corners of the earth, and continue 
to the utmoft period of time. Fruitfulnefs and increafe depends 
upon the blefling of God: Obededom had eight fons, for the 


Lord bleffed him, 1 Chron. xxvi. 5. It is owing to this blef- 


fin g which God commanded at firft, that the race of mankind 
is ftill in being, and that as one generation paffeth away ano- 
ther comes. : Seguin 

[s5.] That God gave to man, when he had made him, a 
dominion over the inferior creatures ; over the fi/h of the fea, 
and over the fowl of the air. Though man provides for nei- 
ther, he has power over both; much more over every Aving 
thing that moveth upon the earth, which are more under his 
care and within his reach. God defigned hereby to put an 
honour upon mar, that he might find himfelf the more ftrongly 
obliged to bring honour to his Maker. This dominion is very 
much diminifhed and loft by the fall: Yet God’s providence 
continues fo much of it to the children of men as is neceffary 
tothe fafety and fupport of their lives ; and God’s grace has 
given to the faints a new and better title to the creatures, than 
that which was forfeited by fin; for a// zs ours if we be Chrifi’s, 
1 Cor, iii. 22.’ 

29 7 And God faid, Behold, I have given you 
every herb bearing feed, which zs upon the face 
of all the earth, and every tree in’ the which zs 
the fruit of a tree yielding feed: to you it fhall 
be for meat. - 30 And to every beaft of the 
earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every 


thing that creépetlr upon the earth, wherein 
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' See Dan. 1. 15. 


there is life, I have given every green herb for 
meat : and it was fo. 


We have here the third part of the fixth day’s work, which 
was not any new creation, but a gracious provifion of food for 
all fle/b, Plal. cxxxvi. 25. He that made man and bealt, thus 
took care to preferve both, Pfal. xxxvi. 6. Here is, (1.) 


-Food provided for man, ver. 29. Herbs and fruits mutt be 


his meat, including corn, and all the produéts of the earth; thefe 
were allowed him, but (it fhould feem) not flefh till after the - 
flood, Gen. ix. 3, «ind before the earth was de/uged, much 
more before it was curfed for man’s fake, its fruits no doubt. 
vere more pleafing to the tafte, and more flrengthening and 
nourifhing to the body than marrow-and fatne/s, and all ide 
portion of the king’s meat is now. See here, 1/7, ‘That which 
fhould make us humb/e. As we were made out of the earth, 
fo we are maintained out of it. Once indeed man did eat an- 
gels food, bread from heaven, but they died, John vis 49.3 it 
was to them but as food out of the earth, Pfal. civ. 14. There 
is meat that endures to everlafting life, the Lord evermore 
give us that. 2dly, That which fhould make us thankful. 
The Lord is for the body, and from him we receive all the 
fupports and comforts of this life, and to him we mof{t*give 
thavks. He gives us all things richly to enjoy, not only for ne- 
ceflity, but plenty, dainties, and varieties, for ornament and dee 
light. How much ‘more are we indebted! How careful fhould 
we be, as we live upon God’s bounty, to live to his glory! 
3d/y, That which fhould make us temperate and content with 
our lot. Fhough Adam had dominion given him over fifh and 
fowl, yet God confined him in his food to herbs and fruits, and 
he never complained of it. Though afterwards he coveted for - 
bidden fruit, for the fake of the wifdom and knowledge he pro- 
mifed himfelf from it, yet we never read that he coveted for- 
bidden fle/b. If God give'us food for our Aves, let not us, 
with murmuring //rae/ afk, food for our /u/is, Pfal. \xxviit. 18. 
(2.) Food provided for the beafte, ver. 30. 
Doth God take care of oxen? Yes. certainly, he provides food 
convenient for them ; and »oc for oxen only that were ufed in 
his facrifices end man’s fervice, but even. the young hons and 
the young ravens are the care of his providence; they a/@ and 
have their meat from God. Let us give to God the glory of 
his bounty to the inferior creatures, that are all fedas it were at 
his table every day. He is a great Houfe-keeper, a very rich. 
and bountiful one, that /asisfes the defire of every living thing. 
Let this encourage God’s people to caft their care upon him, 
and not be folicitous what they /ball eat and what they 


» fhall drink. He that provided for Adam without his care, and 


{till provides for all the creatures without their care, will not 
let thofe that truft him want any good thing, Mat. vi. 26. He 
that feeds his birds, will not {tarve his babes. ~ 


z1 And God faw every thing that he had 
made, and behold, 7¢ war very good. - And the 
evening and the morning were the fixth day. 


We have here the approbation and conclufion of the whole 
work of creation. -As for-God his work is perfed; and if he 
begin he will alfo make an end, in providence and grace as well 
as here in creation.. Obferve, [1.] The review God took of 
his work: "He faw every thing that he had made. So he 
doth ftill; all the works of his hands are under his eye. He 
that made all, fees all; he that made ws, fees ws, Pfal. cxxxix. 
1, 13.  Omnifcience cannot be feparated from omnipotence : 
‘© Known unto God are ‘all his works,” A@s xv. 18. But 
this here was the Eternal Mind’s folemn refleGion upon the 
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copies of its own wifdom, and the products of its own power. 
God hath hereby fet us an example of reviewing our works. 
Having given us a power of reflection, he expects we fhould 
ufe that power, /ee our way, Jer. ii. 23. and think of it, Pal. 
cxix. 59. When we have finithed a day’s work, and are en 
tering wpon the reft of the night, we fhould commune with our 
own hearts about what we have been doing that day. So like- 
wife when we have finifhed a week’s: work, and are entering 
upon the fabbath reft, we fhould thus prépare to meet our God: 
And ‘when we are finifhing our life’s work, and are entering 
upon our reft in the grave, that is a time to bring to remerm- 
brance, that we may die repenting, and fo take leave of it. 
[2.] The complacency God took in his work. When we 
come to review our works, we find to our. fhame, that much 
has been very bad; but when God reviewed Ars, all was very 
good: He did not pronounce it good till he had feen it fo, to 
teach us not to an/wer a matter before we hear it. The work 
of.creation was a very good work. All that God~made was 
well made, and there was no flaw or defeét in it. (1.) It was 
good. Good ; for it is all agreeable to the mind of the Crea- 
~ tor, juft as he would have it to be: When the tranfcript came 
to be compared with the great original, it was found to be ex- 
aét, no errata in it, not one mifplaced ftroke. Good; for it 
anfwers the end of its creation, and is fit for the purpofe for 
which it was defigned. Good; for it is ferviceable to man, 
whom God had appointed lord of the vifible creation. Good; 
for it is all for God’s glory.. There is that in the whole vifi- 
ble création which is a demonftration of God’s being and per- 


fections, and which tends to beget in the foul of man a religi- © 


ous regard.to him, and “veneration of him. (2.) It was very 
‘good. Of each day’s work (except the fecond) it was faid, 
that it was good; but now it is very good. For, 1. Now man 
was made, who was the chief of the ways of God, who'was 
defigned to be the vifible image of the Creator’s glory, and the 
mouth of the creation in his praifes. 2. Now a// was made ; 
cyery part was good but altogether very good. The glory and 
goodnels, the beanty and harmony of God’s works both of pro- 
vidence and grace, as this of creation, will beft appear when 
they are perfedied. When the Top-jtone és brought forth, we 
fhall ery. Grace, grace unto it, Zech. iv. 7. | "Vnerefore judge 
nothing before the time. 3. The time when this work was 
concluded: ‘* The evening and the. morning were the fixth 
** day.” So that in fx days God made the world. We are 
not to think but that God could have made the world in an in- 
ftant: He that faid, Let there be light, and there was light, 
could have faid, Let there be a world, and there would have 


been a world, 22 a moment, in the tevinkling of an eye, as at . 


the refurreétion, 1 Cor, xv. 52. But he, did it in fix days, 
that he might fhew himfelf a free agent, doing his own work, 
both in his own way and in his own time; that his wifdom, 
power, and goodnefs might appear to. us, and be meditated up- 
‘on by us, the more diftinétly; and that he might fet.us an ex- 
ample of working fix days, and refting the feventh; it is there- 
fore made the reafon of the fourth commandment. So much 
would the fabbath conduce to the keeping up of religion in the 
world, that God had an eye to it in the timing of his creation. 
And now, as God reviewed his work, let us. review our medi- 
tations upon it, and we fhall find them very lame and defective, 
and our praifes low and flat: Lets therefore ftir up ourfelves, 
and all that is within us, to wor/bip him that made the hea- 
ven, earth, and fea, and the fountains of waters, according to 
the tenor of the ever/afing gofpel, which is preached to every 
nation, Rev. xiv. 6, 7. All his works in all places of his do- 


minion do blefs him; and therefore b/e/ thou the Lord, O my 
foul, 
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_ work, which God created and made. 


tay Chap. i. 
GSE NBs Mies : 
This chapter ts an appendix to the hiftory ofthe creation; 
more particularly explaining and enlarging upon that 
part of the hiftory which relates immediately ta man, 
the favourite af this lower world. We have init, I. . 
The inftitution and fanétification of the Sabbath, which _ 
was made for man, and to further bis holine/s and 


‘comfort, ver. 1,—3- IL A more particular account 
of man’s creation, as the centre and fummary of the 


whole work, ver. A,—7. Ill. 4 defeription of the 


garden of Eden, and the placing of man in tt under 
the obligations of a law and covenant, ver. 8.—-17. 
IV. Thé creation of the woman, her marriage to the 
man, and the inftitution of the ordinance of marriage, 


ver. 18. ad fin. 

“HUS the heavens and the earth were fi- 
T nifhed, and all the hofi of them. 2 And 
on the feventh day, God ended his work which 
he had made: and he refted’on the feventh day 


from all his work which he had made. 3 And “ 


God bleffed the feventh day, and fanctified it : 
becaufe that in it he had refted from. all his: 


’ 


We have here, ~: ; 
Firlt, The fettlement of the kingdom of nature, in God’s: 


re{ting fromthe work of creation, ver. 1, 2.. Where obferve,,. 
o 2 P) 


[1.] That the creatures made both in heaven and earth, are - 


the hofts or armies of them: which {peaks them numerous, but 
marfhalled, difciplined, and under command. How great is- 
the fum of them! and yet every one knows and keeps his place. 
God ufeth them as his hofts, for the defence of his people, and 
the deftru@ion of his enemies; for he is the Lord of hofs, of 
all thefe hofts, Dan. iv. 34. [2.], That the -heavens and the. 
earth are fini/bed pieces, and fo are all. the-creatures in them, \ 
So perfect is God’s work, that nothing can be added to it, or 


_taken from it, Eccl. iti. 14. God that began to build. thew- 


cd himfelf well ab/e to. fini/h. [3.] That after the end of the 
firft fix days, God ceafed from all works of création. He hath 
fo ended his work, as that though in his providence 4e work. 
eth hitherto, John v. 17. preferving and governing all the crea~ 


tures, and particularly forming the /pirit of man within him, ~ 


yet he doth not make any new fpecies of creatures. In mi-_ 
racles, he has controlled and over-ruled nature; but never chan-. 
ged its fettled courfe, nor repealed, or added to any of its efta- 
blifhments. [4.] That the eternal God, though infinitely hap- 
py in the enjoyment of himfelf, yet. took a fatisfaction in the - 
work of his own hands. He did not ref as one weary, but 
as one wie/l-pleafed with the inftances of his own goodnefs, and 
the manifeftations of his own glory. ee 
Secondly, The commencement of the kingdom of grace, in 
the fanétification of the /abbath-day, ver. Buc cese refled- oh 


that day, and took a complacency in his creatures, and then. 


Janéified it, and appointed, us on that day to reft and take a. 
complacency in.the Creator: And his reft is in. the fourth com- 
mandment made a reafon for ours after fix day’s labour. Ob- 
ferve, [1.] That the folemn obferyation of one day in feyen, as 
a day of holy reft, and holy work, to Gad’s honour, is the in- 
difpenfable duty of all thofe to whom God has revealed his 
holy fabbaths. [2.] That the way of fabbath-fan@ification is 


the good old way, Jer. vi. 16, Sabbaths are as ancient as the . 


world; and I fee no.reafon to doubt, that. the Sabbath, being 
~ now. 
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now inftituted in innocency, was religioufly obferved by the peo- 


ple of God egushout the patriarchal age. [3.] That/the fab- 
bath of the Lord is truly honourable, and we have reafon to 


- honour it; honour it for the fake of its antiquity, its great Au- 


«thor, and the fanétification of the firft /abbath by the holy God 


__himfelf, and in obedience to him by our firft parents in inno- 


— cency. [4.] That the fabbath=day is a b/e/fed day; for God 


~ 


bleffed tt, and that which he blefleth is b/e//ed indeed. God 
hath put an honour upon it, hath appointed us on that day to 


blefs him, and hath promifed on that day to meet us, and blefs 


us. [5.] That the fabbath-day is a o/y day; for God hath 
fSanthfied it.. He hath feparated and diftinguifhed it from the 
_reft of the days of the week ; and-he hath confecrated it, and 
fet it apart to himfelf and his own fervice and honour. ‘Though 
it is commonly taken for granted, that the Chriftian fabbath we 
obferve, reckoning from the creation, is not the feventh, but 


the firlt day of the week ; yet being 2 /eventh day, and we in 


. 


it celebrating the reft of God the Son, and the’ finifhing the 
work of our redemption, we may, and ought to aét faith upon 
this original inftitution of the fabbath-day, and to commemo- 
rate the work’ of creation, to the honour of the great Creator ; 
who is therefore worthy to receive on that day, blefling, and 
honour, and praife, from all religious affemblies. 


44 Thefe are the generations of the heavens 
and ofthe earth, when they were created; in 
‘the day that the Lorp God made the earth 
and the heavens. .¢ And every plant of the 


~ field, before it was in the earth, and every herb 


of the field, before it grew: for the Lorp God 
had not caufed it to rain upon the earth, and 
there was not a man to till the ground. 6 But 
there went up a mift from the earth, and water- 
ed the whole face of the ground. ' 7 And the 


Lorp God formed man of the duft of the ground, 


and breathed into his noftrils the breath of life ; 
-and man became a living foul. ° 


_ Tn thefe verfes, I. Here is a name given to the Creator, 
which we have not yet mnet with, and that is Fehovah; the 
Lorp in capital letters, which is conftantly ufed in our Englith 
tranflation to intimate that in the original it is Jehovah. All 
along in the firft. chapter he was called Elokim, a God of 

_ power ; but now Fehovah Elohim, a God of power and per- 
_ fection, a finifhing God. As we find him Anown by bis name 
Febquahb, when he appeared to perform what he had promifed, 

> Exod. vi. 3. fo now we have him known by ¢haé name, when 
he had perfected what he had begun. Fohovah is that great 
and incommunicable name of God which {peaks his having his 
Being of himfelf, and his giving being to all things; fitly there- 
fore is he called by that name, now heaven and earth’ were 

Jinifhed.. 11. Further notice taken of the production of plants 
and herbs, becaufe they were made and appointed to be food 
for man, ver. 5, 6. Where obferve, (1.) The earth did not 
bring forth its fruits of itfelf by any innate virtue of its own, 
but purely by the almighty power of God, which formed every 
plant, and every herb before st grew inthe earth. Thus 


‘ grace in the foul, that p/ant of renown, grows not of itfelf in 


20): 


nature’s foil, but is the work of God’s own hands, 


Rain alfo is the gift of God; it came not till the Lord God. 


caufed it torain. If rain be wanted, it is God that with- 
~ holds it; if rain come plentifully in its feafon, it is God 
* that fends it; if it comes in a diftinguifhing way, it is God 
that cau/eth it 10 rain upon one gity, and not upon another, 


— * 
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~ of being and power, formed man. 
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Amos iv. 7. (3.) Though God ordinarily works by means; 
yet he is not tied to them; but when he pleafes, he can do 
his own work without them. As the plants were produced 
before the fun was made, fo they were before there was either ° 
rain to water the earth, or man to till it. Therefore though 
we mutt not tempt God in the eg/e@ of means, yet we muft 
truft God in the want of means. (4.) Some way or other 
God will take care to water the plants that are of bzs own 
planting. ‘Though as yet there was no rain, God made a m/f? 
equivalent to a fhower, and with it watered the whole face of 
the ground. ‘Thus he chofe to fulfil his purpofe by the weak- 
e(t means, that, the exce/lency of the power may be of God. 
Divine grace defcends like a mift, or filent dew, and waters 
the church without noife, Deut. xxxii..2. ILI. A more par- 
ticular account of the creation of man, ver. 7. Man is a little 


_ world, confifting of heaven and earth, foul and body; now, 


here we have an account of the original of both, and the put- 
ting of both together: Let us fertoufly confider it, and fay, to 
our Creator’s praife, We are fearfully and wonderfully made, 
Pfal. cxxxix. 14. hu in the patriarchal age refers to this 
hiftory, when he faith, Job xxxi. 6. I al/o am formed out 
ofthe clay; and, ver. 4. The breath of the Almighty hath given 
me life; and, (ehap. xxxil. 8.) There 2s a /pirit in man. 
Obferve then, Fur/?, The mean original, and yet the curious 
Jfrrudure of the body of man. (r.) The matter was de/pic- 
able: He was made of the duft of the ground; a very un- 
likely thing’to make a man of; but the fame Infinite Power 
that made the world of nothing, made man, its mafter-piece, of 
next to nothing. He was made of the du//, the fmall duft, 
fuch as is upon the furface of the earth: Probably not dry* 
duft, but duft moz/ened with the mit that went up, ver. 6. He’. 
was not made of gold-duft, powder of pearl, or diamond-dutft, 
but common duft, duji of the vround. Hence he is faid to be 
of the earth x°xos, duffy, 1 Cor. xv. 47.; And we alfo are 
of the earth ; for we are his ofipring, and of the fame mould. 
So near an affinity is there between the earth and our earthly 
parents, that our mother’s womb, out of which we were bora, 
is called the earth, Pfal. cxxxix. 15.3 and the earth, in which 
-we mutt be buried, is called our mother’s womb, Job i. 21. 
Our foundation is in the earth, Job iv. 1g. Our fabric is - 
earthy, and the fafhioning of it like that of an earthen veffel, 
Job x. 9. , Gur food ts out of the earth, Job xxviii. 5. Our 
familiarity is with the earth, Job xvii. 14. Our fathers are 7 
the earth, and our own final tendency is o it. And what have, 
we to be proud of then? Ifa. li. 1.” (2.) Yet the Maker was 
great, and the make fine. The Lord God, thé great Fountain 
Of the other creatures it 
is faid, they were created and made; but of man, that, he 
was. formed, which notes a gradual procefs in the work with 
great accuracy and exactnefs. To exprefs the creation of this 
new thing, he takes a wew word: A word (fome think) bor- 
rowed from the potter’s forming his veffel upon the wheel ; for 
we are the elay, and God the Potter, Ma. |xiv. 8. ‘Che bo- 
dy of man is curiou/ly wrought, Pfal. cxxxix. 15, 16. Ma- 
teriam fuperabat opus. Let us prefent our bodies to God as 
living facrifices, (Rom. xii. 1.) as living temples, (11 Cor. vi. 
rg.)3; and. then thefe vile bodies fhall fhortly be new-formed like 
Chrift’s glorious body, Phil. iii. 21. Second/y, The high ort 
ginal, and yet the admirable feryiceablene/s of the foul of mane 
(1.) It takes its’ rife from the breath of heaven, and is pro- 
duced by it. It was not made of the earth, as the body was; 
it is pity then it fhould cleave to the éarth and mind earthly 
things.. It came immediately from God; he gave it to be 
put into the body, (Eccl. xi. 7.) as afterwards he gave the 
tables of fone of his own writing to be put into the ark, and 
the urim of his own framing to be put into the brea/l-p/ate. 


Hence;... 
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Hence, God is not only the Former, but the Father of /pirits. 
Let the foul which God has breathed into us, breathe after 
hims and let it be for him, fincé it is from him. Into his 
hands let us commit our fpirits, for from his hands we had 
them. (2.) It takes its dodging in a houfe of clay, and is the 
life and fupport of it. It is by it that man is a Aung foul; 
i.e. a living man; for the foul is the man. ~The body would 
be a worthlefs, ufelefS, loathfome carcafe, if the foul did not 
animate it, To God that gave us thefe fouls, we mutt fhort- 
ly give an account of them, how we have employed them, u- 
fed them, portioned them, and difpofed of them: And if then 
it be found that we have /of them, though it were to gazn the 
world, we are undone for ever. Since the extradtion of the 
foul is fo noble, and its nature and factlties fo excellent, let us 
not be of thofe fools that defpi/e their own fouls, by preferring 
‘their bodies before them, Prov. xv. 32. When our Lord Je- 
fus anointed the blind man’s eyes with clay, perhaps he inti- 


mated, that it. was he who at firft formed man out of the clay; -~ 


and when he breathed on his difciples, faying, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghoft, he intimated, that it was he that firll breathed in- 
to man’s noficils the breath of life. He that~made the foul 
is alone able to new-make it. 


8 f And the Lorp God planted a garden eatt- 
ward in. Eden; and there he put the man whom 
he had formed. 9 And out of the ground made 
the Lorn God to grow every tree that 1s plea- 
fant to the fight, and good for’food: the tree of 
life alfo in the midft of the garden, and the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil. 10 And a ri- 
ver went out of Eden to water the garden; and 
from thence it was parted, and became into four 
heads. 11 The name of the firft zs\Pifon: that 
25 it which compaffeth the whole land of Havi- 
lah, where rhere is gold. 12 And the gold of 
that land 7s good: there zs bdellium and-the 
onyx-ftone. 13 And the name of the fecond 


river is Gihon: the fame is it that. compaffeth_ 


the whole land of Ethiopia. 14 And the name 
of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which 
goeth toward the eaft of Affyria. And the 
fourth river 7s Euphrates. 15 And the Lorp 
God took the’man, and put him into the garden 
of Eden, to drefs it, and-to keep it. | 


Man confifting of body and foul, a body made out of the 
earth, and a rational immortal foul, the breath of heaven, we 
have in thefe verfes the provifion that was made for the happi- 
nefs of both: He that made him, took care to make-him hap- 
py» if he could but have kept himfelf fo, and known when he 
was well. ‘That part of man by which he is allied to the 
world of,fenfe, was made happy; for he was put 7 the para- 
dife of God: That part by which he is allied to the world of 
fpirits, was well provided for; for he was taken ato covenant 
with God. Lord, what is man, that he fhould be thus dig- 
nified? Man that is a worm! Here we have, : 

Fixft, A defcription of the garden of Eden, which was in- 
tended for the manfion and demefne of this great lord, the pa- 
lace of this great prince. ‘The infpired penman in this hiftory, 
writing for the Jews firft, and calculating his narratives for the 
infant-{tate of the church, difcribes things by their outward 
fenfible appearances, and leaves us, by further difcoveries of 
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~-aphole earth was this garden. 
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the divine light, to be Jed into the underftanding | of the myf- 


teries couched under them. Spiritual things were //rong meat, 
which they could not yet Sear; but he writes to them as un- 
to carnal, « Cor. iil. 1. 


outward eftate. The Mofaic hiftory, as well as the Mofaic 
law, has rather the pa/terns of heavenly things, than the bea- 
venly things themfelues, Heb. ix. 23.  Obferve, [1.] The 
place appointed for Adam’s refidence was a garden: Not an 
ivory houfe, or a palace over-laid with gold; but a garden, 
farnifhed and adorned by nature, not by art.> What little rea- 
fon have men to be proud of ftately and magnificent buildings, 
when it was the happinefs of man in innocency that he needed 
none ? As clothes came in with fin, fo did boufes. The hea- 
ven was the roof of Adam’s houfe, and never was any roof fo 


-curioufly cerled and painted: The earth was his floor, and ne- 


ver was any floor fo richly zm/a:d: The fhadow of the trees 
was his retirement; under them were his dining-rooms, his 
lodging-rooms; and never were any rooms fo finely hung as 
thefe: Solomon’s in all their glory were not arrayed. like 
them. The better we can accommodate ourfelves torplain things, 
and the lefs we indulge ourfelves with thofe artificial delights 
which have been invented to gratify men’s pride and luxury, 


Therefore he doth not fo much in- 
fift upon the happinefs of Adam’s mind, as upon that of -his 


the nearer we approach to a ftate of innocency. Nature is 


content with a/it/e, and that which is moft natural; grace 
with /e/s; but Juft with nothing. [2.] The contrivance and 
furniture of this garden was the immediate work-_of God’s 
wifdom and.power. The Lord God planted this garden, (2. e. 
he had planted it,) upon the third day, when, the fruits of the 
earth were made. We may well fuppofe it to be the moft ac- 
complifhed place for pleafure and delight that ever the fun faw, 
when the All-fufficient God himfelf defigned it to be the pre- 
fent happinefs of his beloved creature man in innocency, and a 
type and figure of the happinefs of the chofen remnant in- glo- 
ry. No delights can be agreeable or fatisfying to a foul but 
thofe that God himfelf has provided and appointed for it; no 
true paradife bat of God’s planting; the ght of our own 
Jires, and the /parks of our own kindling, will foon leave us 
in the dark, Ifa. 1. 11. The whole earth was now a paradife, 
compared with what it is fince the fall and fince the flood; the 
fineft gardens in the world are a wildernefs, compared with 


- what. the whole face of the ground was before it was curfed 


for man’s fake; yet that was not enough, God planted a gar- 
den for Adam. God’s chofen ones fhall-have diftinguifhing 
favours fhewed them. [3.] The fituation of this garden was 


extremely {weet ; it was in Ede. which fignifies delight and ‘ 


pleafure. “The place ts here particularly pointed out by fuch 
marks and bounds as were fufficient (I fuppofe) when Mofes 
wrote, to fpecify the place to thofe who knew that. country 3 
but now it feems the curious cannot fatisfy themfelves concern- 
ing it. Let it be our care to make fure a place in the heaven- 
ly paradife, and then we need not perplex ourfelves with a 
fearch after the place of the earthly paradife. It is certain, 
‘wherever it was, it had all defirable convenienctes, and (which 
never any houfe or garden on earth was) without any incon. 
venience; beautiful for fituanon, the joy and glory of the 
Doubtlefs it was earth in its 
[4-] The trees wherewith this garden 
(1.) It had “all the beft and choiceft trees in, 


higheft perfection. 
was planted. 


common with the reft of the ground. “It ‘was beautified and — 


adorned with every tree that, for its height or breadth, its make 


or colour, its leaf or flower, was pleafani to the Sight, and - 


charmed the eye; it was replenifhed and enriched with every 


tree that yielded fruit grateful to the talte and ufeful to the bo- — 


dy, and fo good for food. God, as a tender Father, confulted 
not only Adam’s profit, but his pleafure: For there is a plea- 
| uk fure 


+ 
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fare confiftent with inneceney; nay, there is a true and. tran- 
{cendent pleafure in innocency. 


~ things he gives us. 


_ led, not becaufe it had any virtue in it to beget or increafe ufeful 
’ knowledge, furely then it would not have been forbidden; but, 


_ of grace hath in it not only, Believe and be faved, but alfo, 


“where, as the garden of the Lord, Gen. xiii. 10. 


+ and of the Lamb, Rey. xxii. r. a river that’ makes glad the 


. that-which was infinitely better, the tree of life, and commu- 
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ty of his fervants, and would-have them ea/); it is long of them- 
felves if they be-wvea/y. When,Providence puts us into an 
Eden of plenty and pleafure, we ought to /orve hua with siy- 
fulnefs and gladnefe of heart in the abundance of the good 
1 But (2.) It had two exttuordinary trees 
peculiar to itfelf; on earth there were not their like. 1/, 
There was the tree of /ife in the midft of the garden; which 
was not fo much a memorandum toctiim of the Fountain and 
Author of his life, nor_perhaps any natural-means to preferve 
or prolong life; but it was chiefly intended to be a fign and 
feal to, Adam, afluring him of the continuance of life and hap- 


pinefsy even to immortality and everlafting blifs, through the’ 


grace and favour of his Maker, upon condition of his perfeve- 
rance in this {tate of innocency and obedience. Of this he 
might eat and ive. Chrill is now to us the Tree of life, Rev. 
ii. y~and xxii. 2.5 and the Bread of tife, John vi. 48, 53. 2dly, 
There was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; fo cal- 


1. Becaufe there was an exprefs pofitive revelation of the will 
of Ged concerning this tree, fo that by it hg might £zow more 
good and evil.» What is good? It is good not to eat of shis 
tree. What is evil? It is evil to eat of this tree,» The dif 
tinGtion between all other moral good and evil was written in 
the heart of man by nature, but this which refulted from a po/- 
tive law was written upon this tree. 2. Becaufe in the event 
it proved to give Adam an experimental knowledge of good by 
the lofs: of it, and of evil by the fenfe of it. As the covenant 


Believe not and be dainned, Mark xvi. 16.3 fo the covenant 
of innocency had in it not only, Do this and live, which was 
fealed. and confirmed by the tree of life, but, Fael and die, 
which he was aflured of by this other tree; touch it at your 
peril: ‘So that in thefe two trees God fet before Adam good 
and evil, the Shffing and the curse, Deut. xxx. 19.5 thefe 
two trees were as two facraments. [5.] The rivers where- 
with this garden was watered, ver. 10, 19,12, 13,14. Thefe 


four rivers (or one river branched into four ftreams) contribu- ~ 


s of this 
ed every 
Obferve, 
That which God p/ants he will take care it fhall be: watered. 
The trees of rightcoufuefs are fet by the rivers, Pfal. i. 3. 
In the heavenly paradife there is a: river infinitely furpafling 
thefe ; for it is a river of the water of /ife, not coming cut of 
Eden as this here, but proceeding out of the throne of God 


ted much both to the pleafantnefs and the fruitfu 
garden. ‘I'he land of Sodom is faid to be we// wa 


city of.our God, Pfal. xlvi. 4. Hiddekel and Euphrates are 
rivers of Babylon, which we read of elfewhere ; by thefe the 
captived Jews fat down and wept when they remembered 
Zion, Pfal. cxxxvii. 1.: But, methinks, they had much more’ 
reafon to weep (and fo have we) at the remembrance of Eden; 
Adam’s paradife was their prifon, fuch wretched work hath 
fin made. Of the land of Havilah it is faid, ver. 11, 12. 
that the gold of that land was good, and that there was bdel- 
lium and the onyx-/lone: Surely this is mentioned, that the 
wealth which the land of Havilah boafted of might be as a 
foil to that. which was the glory of the land. of Eden. Havi- 
lab had gold and fpices aud precious ftones; but Eden had 


nion. with God. So we may fay of the Africans and Indi- 

ans; they have the gold, but we have the gofpel. 

of their land is go, but the riches of ours infinitely better, 
Secondly, The placing of man in this paradife of delight, ver. 


/ 


as : GiB We Sat Ss 


God delights in the profperi-” 


} pected it; fee Pial. xlvit. 4. 


: for our habitation, has made us fomething to work ow. 
| ther a high extraction, or a great eftate, or a large dominion, 
. or a perfeét innocency, or a genius for pure contemplation, or 
- a {mall family, could’ have given a man a writ of eafe, Adam 


been idle: It is ftilla law, He that will not work has no- 


The gold. 
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13. Where obferve, [1.] How God put hint in poffefhon of 


it. © The Lord God took the man, and put him into the 


‘S parden ‘of Eden.” So ver. 8. Note here; 1. ‘Fhat man 
was made out of paradife; for after God had formed him, he 
put him into the garden : He was made-of common clay, not 
of paradife-duft. He lived ous of Eden before he lived in it, 
that he might fe all the comforts of his paradife-{tate owing to 
God's free grace. He could not plead a-tenant-right to the 
garden ; for he was not born upon the premifes, nor had any 
thing but what he recerved: All boafing was hereby for ever 
excluded. ~ 2, The fame God that was the Author of his be- 
ing was the Author of his blifs; ‘The fame Hand that made 
him a /ving./oul, planted the tree of life for hina;~and fettled 
him by it.~ He that made us, is alone able to make us happy: 


~ He that is the Former of our bodies and the Father of our {pi- 


rits, he, and-none but he, can effectually provide for the felicity: 
of both. 3. It adds much to the comfort of any condition, 
if we have plairly feen God going before us and putting us 
into it. “If we have not forced providence, but fo/lowed it, 
and taken the hints of-diregtion: if has given” us,. we may hope 
to find a,paradife there where otherwife we could not have ex- 
{2.] How God appointed him 
bufinefs and employment: He put him-there, not like leviathan~ 
into the waters to p/ay therein, but to drefs the garden and to 
keep it... Paradife itfelf was nota place of exemption from 
work. Note here, 1. That we were none of us fent into the 
world to be idle. He that made us thefe fouls and bodies, has 
given us fomething to work woth; arid he that gave us this earth 
If ei- 


had not been fet to work; but he that gave us being, hath gi- 


ven us bu/ine/s, to ferve him and our generation, and to work 


out our falvation: If we do rot mind our bufinefs, we are un- 


' worthy of our being and: maintenance. «2. That fecular em- 


ployments will very well confift with a'ftate of innocency and. 
a life of communion with God.. ‘Lhe fons and heirs of hea- 
ven, while they are here in this. world, have fomething to do 
about this earth, which muaft have its fhare of their time and 
thoughts ;- and if they do it with an eye to God; they are as 
truly ferving him in it as when they are upon their knees. 3. 
Vhat the hufbandman’s calling is an ancient and honourable 
calling ; it was meedfy/ even in paradife. ‘The garden of E- 


den, though it needed not-to be weeded, (for thorns and thif. 


tles were-not yet a nuifance,) yet it muft be dre/éd and kept. 
Nature, eyen in its primitive ftate, left room for the insprove- 
ments of art and induftry. It was a calling fit for a {late of 
innocency ; making provifion for life, and not for luft; and gi- 
ving opportunity of admiring the Creator, and acknowledging 
his providence ; while his hands were about his trees, his heart 
might be with his God. 4. There isa true pleafure in the bu- 
finefs which God calls.us to,and employs us in: Adam’s work . 


_ was fo far from being’an allay, that it was an addition to the 


pleafures: of paradife ; he- could not have been happy if he had. 


tight to eat, 2 Theff. iii. 10. Prov. xxvii. 23. 

Liurdly, The command which God gave to man in“inno- 
cency, and the covenant he then took him-into. Hitherto we 
have feen God man’s powerful Creator and his bountiful Be- 
nefactor ; now he appears as his Ruler and: Lawgiver. God 


|, put him into the garden of Eden, not to live as be lift there, 


but to be under government. As we’ are not allowed to be idle 

in this world, and to do nothing ; fo we are not allowed to be 

wilful, and do what:we pleafe:. When God had given man a. 
dominion, 


24 


dominion over the creatures, he would let him know,. that ftill 


he himfelf was under the government of his Creator. 


16 And the Lorp God commanded the man, 
faying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayeft 
freely eat: 17 But of the tree of the know- 
ledge of good and evil, thou halt not eat of it: 
for in the day that thou eateft thereof, thou 
thalt furely die. . 


Obferve here, ir/?, God’s authority over man, as a crea- 
ture that had reafon and freedom of will. The Lord God com- 
manded the man, who {tood now as a public perfon, the father 
and reprefentative of all mankind, to receive law, as he had 
lately received a nature, for himfelf and: all his. God com- 
manded all the creatures according to their capacity; the fet- 
tled courfe of nature is a Jaw, Pfal. cxlviit. 6. and civ. 9.: 
The brate creatures have their refpective inftinéts; but man 
was made capable of performing reafonable fervice, and. there- 
fore receives not only the command of a Creator, but the com- 
mand of a Prince and Mafter. ‘Though Adam was a very 
great man, a very good man, and a very happy man; yet the 
Lord God commanded him; and the command was no difpa- 
ragement:to his greatnefs, no reproach to his goodnefs, nor any 
diminution at all to his happinefs. Let us acknowledge God’s 
right to rule us, and our own obligations to be ruled by him, 


and never allow any will of our own in contradiction to or | 


competition with the holy will of God. 

Secondly, The particular a& of this authority, in prefcribing 
to him what he fhould do, and upon what terms he fhould 
{tand with his Creators Here is, (1.) A confirmation of his 
prefent-happinefs to him in that grant, “ Of every tree in the 
garden thou mayett freely eat.””. This was not only an a/low- 


ance of liberty to him, in taking the delicious fruits of para- 
dife as a recompenfe for his care and pains in drefling and. 


keeping it, (1 Cor. ix. 7, 10.); but it was withal an affurance 
of life to him, immortal life, upon his obedience: For the tree 
of life being put in the midft of the garden, (ver. 4.) as the 
heart and foul of it, doubtlefs God had: an eye to that efpeci- 


ally inthis grant; and therefore when upon his revolt this grant~ 
- is recalled, no’ notice is taken of any other tree of the garden 


as prohibited to him, but only the tree of life, Gen. ili. 22. of 
which it is there faid, he might have eaten and /ved for ever, 
that is, never died, nor ever loft his happinefs. ‘* Continue 
holy as thou art, in conformity to thy Creator's will, and thou 
fhalt continue happy as thou art in the enjoyment of thy Cre- 
ator’s favour, either in this paradife or in a.better.”” Thus up- 
on condition of perfect, perfonal and perpetual obedience, A- 
dam “was fure.of paradife to him and his heirs for ever. (2-) 
A trial of his obedience upon pain of the forfeiture of all his 
happinefs: Bue of the other tre¢, which ftood very near the 
tree of life, (for they are both faid to be i the midft of the 
garden,) and which was called the tree of knowledge, in the 
day thou eateft thereof thou fhalt fucely die: q. d. * Know, 
(Adam,) that thou-art now upon thy good behaviour; thou 
art put into paradife upon trial; be obfervant, be obedient, and 


.thou art made for ever, otherwife thou wilt be as miferable as 


now thou art happy.’? Here, 1/7, Adam is threatened with 
death in cafe of difobedience; Dying thou fhalt die, noting a 
fure and dreadful fentence; as, in the former part of this co- 


“venant, eating thou /halt eat notes a free and full grant. Ob- 


ferve, 1. That even Adam in innocency was awed with a 


threatening. Fear is one of the handles of the foul, by which ° 


it is taken hold of and held. If he then needed this hedge, 
much more do we now. 2. The penalty threatened, is death: 
thou foalt die; i. e. Thou halt be debarred from the tree 
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pertfb. . 


an help meet ‘for him. 


ing creature, that was the name thereof. 
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of life, and all the good that is fignified by it, all the happinefs 
thou haft either in poflefion or profpect; and thou fhalt be- 
come liable to death, and all the miferies that preface it, and 


attend it.” 


“ Thou fhalt become mortal and capable of dying; the grant 


of immortality fhall be recalled, and that defence /hall depart ~ 
from thee: thou fhalt become obnoxious to death, like a cone 


demned malefaétor that is dead in Jaw; (only, becaufe Adam 
was to be the root of mankind, he was reprived as women 
with child are;) Nay, the harbingers and forerunners of death 
fhall immediately feize thee, and thy life, thenceforward fhall 
be a dying life:”” And this, furely; it is a fettled rules The 
Joul that finneth tt foall die. 2dly, Adam is tried with a po- 
fitive law, not to eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge. 
Now, it was very proper to make trial of his obedience by fuch 
a command as this, 1. Becaufe the reafon of it is fetched pure- 
ly from the will of the Law-maker: Adam had in his na- 
ture an avcrfion to that which was evil iitfelf, and therefore 
he is tried in a thing which was evil only becaufe it was for- 
biddeny and being in a {mall thing, it was the more fit to prove 
his obedience by. 2. Becaufe the reftraint of it is laid upon 
the defires of the flefh and of the mind, which, in the corrupt 
nature of man, are the two great fountains of fin.. This prohi- 
bition checked both his appetite towards fenfitive delights, and 
his ambition of curious knowledge; that his dody might be rule. 
ed by his /ow/, and his /oul by his God. : 


Thus eafy, thus happy, was man in his ftate of innocency, | 


having all that heart could wifh to make him fo. How good 
was God to him! How many favours did he load him with! 
How eafy were the laws he gave him! How kind the cove- 


~ nant he made with him! Yet man being in honour underftood 


not his own own intereft, but foon became as the beafts ihat 


_ 184 And the Lorp God faid, Jt ir not good 
that the man fhould be alone: I will make him 
ig And out of the 
ground the Lorp God formed every beaft of 
the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought 
them unto Adam, to fee what he would call 
them: and whatfoever Adam-called every liy- 
20 
And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the 
fowl of the air, and to every beaft of the field: 


but for Adam there was not found an help meet 


for him. 


Here we have, Firft, An inftance of the Creator’s care of 
man, and his fatherly concern: for his comfort, ver. 18. 
Though God had let him know that he was a fubjeét, by giy- 
ing him a,command, ver. 16.5 yet here he lets him know al- 
fo, for his encouragement in his obedience, that he was a 
friend and a favourite, and one whofe fatisfaGtion he was ten- 
der of. Obferve, [1.] How God gracioufly pitied his foli-« 
tude: f¢ 2s not good that man, this man, /hould be alone. 
Though there. was an upper world of angels, and a lower 


world of brutes, and he between them ; yet there being none - 


of the fame nature and rank of beings with himfelf, none that 
he could converfe familiarly with, he might be truly faid to be 
alone. Now he that made him, knew both him, and what 
was good for him, better than he did himfelf ; and he faid, It 


is not good that he fhould continue thus alone, (1.) It is not . 
for his comfort ; For man is @ fociable creature; it is a pleae - 
ba mac: Giwines eure 


3. This was threatened as the immediate confe- 
quent of fin; In the day thou eatef, thou halt die; i.e. 


‘ nos 
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fare to him to exchange knowledge and affeGion with thofe of 
» “his own kind, to inform and to be informed, to’love and to be 


’ 
’ 


e] 


~ > far as Infinite Wifdom fees good. 


- 


‘ 


- beloved.. What God here faith of the firft man, Solomon faith 
of all men, Eccl. iv. 9. &c. that two's better than one, and 
‘wo to him that is alone! If there were but one man in the 
world, what a melancholy man mult he needs be? Perfect foli- 
tude would turn a paradife into a defart, and a palace into a 
dungeon. Thofe. therefore are foo/i/b who are /elfi/b, and 
would be placed alone in the earth. (2.) It is not for the 
‘increafe and continuance of his kind, God could have made 
a world of men at firft to replenifh the earth, as he replenifhed 

heaven with a world of angels ; but the place would have been 
too firatt for the defigned number of men to live together az 
ence; therefore God faw fit to make up that number by a 
fucceflion of generations; which, as God had formed man, 
mutt be from two, and thofe male and female; one will be e- 
ver one. [2.] How God gracioufly refolved to provide fo- 
ciety for him. ‘The refult of this reafoning concerning him 
was this kind refolution: Z wi// make a help meet for him. 
A help hike bim ; fo fome read it: One of the fame nature, 
and the fame rank of beings. A help near Aim; fo others: 
One to cohabit with him, and to be always at hand. A help 
before him; fo others: One that he fhould look upon with 
pleafure and delight. Note hence, 1/, That in our beft {tate 
in this world we have need of one anothers help; for we are 
members one of another, and the eye cannot fay to the hand 
L have no need of thee, Cor. xii. 21. . We mutt. therefore 
be glad to receive help from others, and give help to others, as 
there is occafion. 2d/y, That it is God only who perfectly 
knows our wants, and is perfeétly able to fupply them all, Phil. 
iv. 19. In him alone is our help, ‘and from him are all our 
helpers. 3dly, That a /witable wife is a help meet, and is from 
the Lord.’ The relation is then likely to be comfortable, when 
meetne/s direéts and determines the choice, and mutual help- 


fuinefs is the conftant care and endeavour, 1 Cor. vii. 33, 34. — 


athly, That family fociety, if that be agreeable, is a redrefs 
fufficient for the grievance of folitude. He that has a good 
God, a good heart, and a good wife, to converfe with, and yet 
complains he wants converfation, would not have been eafy 
and content.in paradife, for Adam himfelf had no more: Yet, 
even beforé Eve was created, we do not find that he complain- 
-ed of being alone; knowing that he was wot alone, for the 
Father was with him. ‘Yhofe that are moft fatisfied in God 
and his fayour, are in the belt way and in the beft frame to re- 
ceive the good things of this life, and fhall be fure of them as 

- Secondly, An inftance of the creatures fubjeCtion to man, 
and his dominion over them, ver. 19, 20. Every bea/t of the 


- field, and every fowl of the air, God brought to Adam, either 


by the miniftry of angels, or by a fpecial inftinét direéting them 
to come to man as their mafter; teaching. rhe ox betimes to 
know his owner. ‘Thus God gave man livery and feifin of 


- > that fair eftate he had granted him, and put him in pofleffion 


of his dominion over the creatures. God brought them to 
him, that he might ame them; and fo might give, (1.) A 
~ proof of his knowledge, as a creature endued with the fa- 
culties both of reafon and fpeech ; and fo taught more than 
the beafis of the earth, and made wifer than the fowls of 
heaven, Job xxxv. 11. And, (2.) A proof of his power. 


It is an a@ of authority to impofe names, Dan. i. 7. and of 


fubjection te receive them. ‘The inferior creatures did now, 


as it were, do homage to their prince at his inauguration, and. 
If Adam had continued . 


{wear fealty and allegiance to him. 
faithful to his God, we may fuppofe the creatures themfelves 
would fo well have known and remembered the names Adam 
now gave them, as to have come at his call at any time, and 


~ Vou. L 
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female, is more diftintly related here. 


Car 


anfwered to their names.. God (ave ‘names to the day and 
night, to the firmament, to the earth and fea; and he ca//eth 
the flars by their names, to thew that héis the fupreme Lord 
of thefe: But he gave Adam leave to name the beafts and 
fowl, as their fubordinate lord; for having- made him in: his 
own image, he thus put fome of his honour upon him. 

Téirdly, An inttance of the creatures infufficiency to be a 
happinefs for man: But among them all, for Adam there was 
not found a help meet for bun. Some make thefe to be the 
words of Adam himfelf: Obferving all the creatures come to“ 
him by couples to be named, he thus intimates his defire to his 
Maker, “* Lord, thefe have all helps meet for them; but 
“¢ what fhall I do? here is never a one for me!’?~ It is rather 
Cod’s judgment upon the review: He brought them altoge- 
ther, to fee if there were ever a fuitable match for Adam in any 
of the numerous families of the inferior creatures; but there 
was none. Obferve here, 1. The dignity and excellency of 
the human nature: On earth there was not its like, nor its 
‘peer to be found among all the vifible creatures ; they were all 
looked over, but it could not be matched among them all. -2. 
The vanity of this world, and the things of it: Put them all 
together, and they will not make a help meet for man; They 
will not fuit the nature of his foul, nor fupply its needs, nor 
fatisfy its juft defires, nor run parallel with its never-failing du- 
ration. God creates a new thing to be a help meet for man; 
not fo much the woman, as the Seed of the woman. 


21 And the Lorp God caufed a deep fleep 
to fall upon Adam, and-he flept: and he took 
one of his ribs, and clofed up the flefh in ftead 
thereof. 22 And the rib, which the Lorp God 
had taken from man, made he a woman, and 
brought her unto the man. 23 And Adam faid; 
This 7s now bone of my bones, and flefh of my 


fleth : fhe fhall be called Woman, becaufe fhe — 


was taken out of man. 24 Therefore fhall a 


man leave his father and his mother, and ‘fhall 


cleave unto his wife: and they fhall be one 
fiefh. 25 And they were both naked, the man 
and his wife, and were not afhamed. th 


Here we have, Fir, The making of the woman, to be a help 
meet for Adam. ‘This was done upon the fixth day, as was 
alfo the placing of Adam in paradife, though it be here men- 
tioned after an account of the feventh day’s reft; but what was . 
faid in general, chap. i. 27. that God made man male and 
Obferve, (1.) That 
Adam was firft formed, then Eve, t Lim. ii. 13.3; and fhe 
was made of the man, and for the man, 1 Cor. xi. 8, 9.2 
All which are urged there as reafons for the humility, mode-: 
fty, filence, and fubmiffivenefs of that fex in general ; and par- 


ticularly the fubjeGtion and reverence which wives owe to their _ 
own hu(bands. 
the beft and moft excellent of all; Eve’s-being made after A- 


Yet man being made laft of the creatures, as 


dam, and out of him, puts an honour upon that fex as the glo. 
ry of the man, 1 Cor. xi..7. If man be the head, fhe is the 
crown ; a crown to ber, bu/band, the crown of the vifible cre- 
ation. The man was.dult refined; but the woman was duft 
double-refined, one remove farther from the earth. .(2.) That 
Adam flept while his wife was in making, that no room might 


.be left to imagine that he had herein direéled the Spirit of the 


Lord, or been his counfellor, Va. xl. 13. He hadbeen 
made fenfible of his want of a meet help: But God having un- 
dértaken to provide him one, he doth not affi@ himfelf with 

any 
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any care about'it but lies him down and fleeps fweetly, as 


one that had: caft all his care on God, with a cheerful refigna- 
~tion’of himfelf and all his affairs to his Maker’s will and wil 
dom: Yebovah-jireb, let he Lord provide, when and whom 


he pleafeth. If we gracioully reff x God, God will graciouf- 
ly work for us, and work all for good. (3.) That God cau- 


fed the fleep to fall on Adam, and made it a deep flcep, that fo 


the opening of his fide might be ne grievance to him ; while 
he knows no fin, God will take care he fhall fee/ no pain. 
When God by his providence doth that to his people which is 
grievous to flefh and blood, he not only confults their happinefs 
in the iffues but by his grace he can fo quiet and compofe their 
fpirits as to make them eafy under the fharpeft operations. 
(4.) That the woman was made of a rth vut of the fide of 
Adam: Not made out of his head to top him, nor out of his 
feet to be trampled upon by him; but out of his fide to be 
equal with him, under his arm to be pr teed, and near his 
heart to be Be/sved. . Adam loft a rib, and without any dimi- 
nution to his ftrength ot comelinefs, for doubtlefs the flefh was 
clrfed without a fear ; but in lieu thereof he had a help meet 
for him, which abundantly made up his lofs: \\ hat God. takes 
away from his people, he will one day or other reftore with 
advantage. In this (as m many. other things) Adam ‘was a 
figure of him that»: as vo come: For out of the fide of Chrift 


* (the fecond Adam,) his fpoufe the church was formed when 


he flept the fleep, the deep /lerp of death upon the crofs: 
In order to which, his fide was opened, and there came. out 
blood and watcr; blood to pur chafe his church, and water to 
purify it to himfelf. See Eph. v. a5, 26. 

Secondly, The marriage of the woman to Adam. Marri« 
age is honourable; but this furely was the moft honourable 
marriage that ever was, in which God himfelf had all along 
an immediate hand. Marriages (they fay) are made in hea- 
ven: We are fure this was; for the man, the woman, the 
match, were all God’s own work: He by his power made 
them o//, and now by his ordinance made them. one. ‘I his 


was a marriage made in perfect innocency, and fo was never. 


any marriage fince. (1.) God, as ber Father, brought the 
woman is the man, as his fecond felf, and a help meet for him. 
When he had made her, he did not leave. her to her own dif- 
pofe:; no, fhe was his child, and the muft not marry without 
his confent. T'hofe are likely to fetile to their comfort, who, 
by faith and prayer, and an humble dependance upon Provi- 
dence, put themfelves under a divine condu@. That wife that 
is of God’s making by fpecial grace, and of God’s. bringing 
by fpecial providence, is likely to prove a help meet for a maa. 
{2.) From God, as Azs Father, Adam received her, ver. 23. 
This is now bone of my bone; now i have what i wanted, 
and which all the creatures could not furnifa me with, a he/p 
meet for me. God's gifts to us are to be received with an 
humble thankful acknowledgment of his wifdom in fuiting them 
to us, and his favour in beftowing them on us. Prubably it 
was revealed to Adam in yifion, when he was afleep, that; this 
lovely creature now prefented to him was a piece of himfelf, 
and was to be bis companion and the wife of tas covenant. 
Hence fome have fetched an argument to prove, that glorified 
faints in the heavenly paradife fhall know one another. 
ther, in token’ of his acceptance of her, he gave her a name, 
not peculiar to her, but common to her fex: She fhall be cal- 
led Woman; Ijha, a She-man; differing from man in fex on- 
ly, not in nature ;. made of man, and joined: to man. 

Thirdly, The inftitution of the ordinance of marriage, and 
the fettling of the law of it, ver. 24, The fabbath, and: mar- 
age were two ordinances inftituted in innocency ; the former 
for the prefervation of the church, the latter. for the preferya- 
tion of the world of mankind. It appears by Mat. xix. Ay 5: 
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that it was God himfelf who faid here, A man muft leave all - 


arrayed like one of thefe. 


Fur- . 
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his relations to cleave to his wife; but whether he fpake it by 
Mofes the penman, or by Adam, who fpake ver 23. is uncer- 
tain: It fhould feem they are the words of Adam, in God’s 
name laying down this Jaw to-all his pofterity, (1.) See here ~ 
how great the virtue of a divine ordinance is; the bonds of it 
are ftronger even than thofe of nature. To whom can we be 

more firmly bound than to the fathers that begat us, and the 

mothers that bare us; yet the fon muft guzt them to be joined 

to his wfe, and the daughter forget them to cleave to her _ 
hufband, Pfal. xlv. 11, 12. (2.) See how neceffary it is that 

children fhould take their parents confent along with them in 

their marriage; and how uaju/? they are to their parents, as well 
as undytifu/, if they marry without it; for they rob them of 
their right to them and intereft in them, and alienate it to ano- 
ther fradulently and unnaturally. (3.) See what need there is 
both of prudence and prayer in the choice af this relation, 
which is fo near and fo lafting. That had need be well 
done which is to be done for life. (4.) See how firm the bond 
of marriage is; not to be divided or weakened by having 
many wives, Mal. ii. 15. nor to be broken or cut off by di- 
vorce for. any caufe but fornication or voluntary defertion. 
(5.) See how dear the affeGtion ought to be betweea hufband 


~and wife, fuch as there is to our own bodies, Eph. y. 28, 


They two are one fic/h, let them then be one foul. 

Fourth/y, An evidence of the purity and innocency of that 
ftate wherein our firft parents were created, ver. 25.: They 
were both naked. "Vhey needed no clothes for defence again{t 
cold or heat; for neither could be injurious te them. ‘“I’hey 
needed. none for ornament; S-/omon in all his glory was not. 
Nay, they needed none for decen- 
cy; they were naked, and had no reafon to be a/hamed. They 
knew not what fhame was, fo the Chaldee reads it. Bluth-. 
ing is now the colour of virtue, but it was not then the colour - 
of innocency. ‘Fhey that had no fin in their confcience might’ 
well have no fhame in their faces, though they had no clothes 
to their backs. 
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The frory of this chaper is, perbaps, as fad a frory, (alf 
things confidered) as any we have in all the Bible. In: 


the foregoing chapters we have had the pleafant view | 


of the holine/s and happinefs of our firft parents, the 
grace and favour of God, and the peace and beauty. 
of the whole creation; all good, very good. But here 
the feene 1s altered: We have here an account of the 
Jin and mifery of our firft parents, the wrath and curfe- 
of God againft them, the peace of the creation diflurba — 
ed, and its beauty flained and fullied ; all bad, very 
bad: How is the gold become dim, and the moft fine 
gold changed? O that our hearts were deeply affected: 
with this record! for we are all nearly concerned tt. 
it; debit not be to us as a tale that is told. The ge- 
neral contents of this chapter we have, Rom. v. 12 
~By one man fin entered into the world, and death. 
by fin; and fo death paffed upon all men, for that 
all have finned, More particularly we have bere, ¥. - 
The innocent tempted, ver. 1,—§. IT, Ibe tempted: . 
tranfereffing, ver. 6, 7,8. Il. The tranfereffors. 
arraigned, ver. 9,10. IV. Upon their arraignment: 
convicted, ver. 11,—13, WV. Upon their convittion. 
Jentenced, ver. 14,—19. VI. After fentence repricveds, 
ver. 20, 21. VII. Notwithfanding their reprieve. 
emecution im part donty Ver, 22v.ad fin, dnd were it 
: NOk: 
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not for the gracious intimations here given of redemp- 
tion by the Promifed Seed, they and all their degene~ 
rate guilty race bad been loft to an endlefs defpair. 

®, TOW the ferpent was more fubtil than any 


| W beatt of the field which the Lorn God had 
made: and he faid unto the woman, Yea, hath 


God faid, Ye fhall not eat of every tree of the . 


garden? 2 And the woman faid unto the fer- 
pent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of 
the garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree which 
is in the midft of the garden, God hath faid, 
Ye fhall not eat of it, neither fhall ye touch it, 
left ye die. 4 And the ferpent faid unto the 
woman, Ye fhall not furely die. 5 For God doth 
know, that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes fhall be opened: and ye {hall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil. = 
We have here an account of the temptation wherewith Sa- 
tan aflaulted our firft parents to draw them to fin, and which 
proved fatal to them. And here Obferve, 
I. The tempter; and that was the devil, in the fhape and 
fikenefs of a ferpent. [r.] It is certain it was the devil that 
beguiled Eve. The devil and Satan is the old ferpent, Rev. 
xii. 9. a malignant fpirit: By creation an angel of light, and an 
immediate attendant upon God's throne ; but by fin become an 
apoftate from his firft ftate, and a rebel againft God’s crown 
and dignity. Multitudes of them fell; but this.that -attacked 
our firft parents was furely the prence-of the devils, the ring- 
Yeader in rebellion: No fooner was hea finer but he was a Sa- 
tan, no fooner a traitor but a tempter, as one enraged againft 
God and his glory, and envious of mah and his happinefs. He 
knew he could not defroy man but by debauchirg him. Ba- 
Jaam could not curfe Ifrael, but he could tempt Ifrael, -Rev- ii. 
14. The game therefore which Satan had to play, was to 
draw our firft parents to fin, and fo to feparate between them 
and their God» ‘Thus the devil was from the beginning a 
murderer, and the great mifchief-maker. The whole race of 
mankind hadhere, as it were, but one neck, and at that Satan 
ftruck. The adverfary,and enemy is that wicked one. [2.] It 
was the devil in the likenefs of a ferpent. Whether it was on- 
ly the vifible fhape and appearance of a ferpent, as fome think 
thofe were of which we read, Exod. vit. 12. or whether it was 
a real living ferpent aéted and pofleffed by the devil, is not cer- 
tain; by God’s permiffion it might be either, The devil chofe 
- to aé his part in a ferpent, 1. Becaufe it is a /pecious creature, 

has a {potted dappled fkin, and then went ere@. — Perhaps it 
was a flying ferpent, which feemed to come from on high as a 
meflenger from the upper world ; one of the /erapiim, for the 
fiery ferpents were flying, Ifa. xiv. 29. Many a dangerous 
temptation comes to us in fine gay colours, that are but fin 
deep ; and feems to come from above, -for Satan can feem az 
angel of ight. And, 2. Becaufe it is a fubti/ creature. That 
is here taken notice of. Many inftances are given of the fub- 
tilty of the ferpent, ‘both to do mifchief, and to fecure himfelf 
in it when it is done; we are bid to be wi/e as ferpents. But 
this ferpent, a6 acted by the devi/, no doubt was more fubtil 
than any other) for the devil, though he has loft the fandtty, 
retains the fagacity of an angel, and is w/e to do evil. He 
knew of more advantage by making ufe of the ferpent than we 
are aware of. Obferve, There is not any thing by which the 
devil ferves himfelf and his own intereft more than by unfanc- 


tified fabtilty, ‘What Eve thought of this ferpent fpeaking to 


» and Chrift by Peter. 


“i. 2463 his wifes, Eph. vis 11. 
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her, we are not likely to tell, when I believe the herfelf did not 
know what to-think of it: At firft, perhaps, fhe fuppofed ir 
might be a good angel ; and yet afterwards might fufpedt fome- 
thing amifs. It is remarkable, that the Gentile idolaters did 
many of them worfhip the devil in the fhape and form of a fer- 
pent; thereby avowing their adherence to that apoftate fpirit, 
and wearing his colours. : 

II. The perfon tempted was the woman, now alone, and at 
a diftance from her hufband, but near the forbidden-tree. It 
was the devil’s fubtilty, (1.) To affault the weaker veffe/ with 
his temptations ; though perfect in her kind, yet (we may fup- 
pofe) inferior to Adam in knowledge and flrength and prefence 
of mind. > Some think Eve received the command not imme- ° 
diately from God, but at fecond-hand by her hufband, and. 
therefore might the eafier be perfuaded to difcredit it..(2.) It 
was his policy to enter into difcourfe with her when fhe was - 
alone. Had fhe kept clofe to the fide out of which fhe was 
lately taken, fhe had not been fo much expofed. There are ’ 
many temptations to which folitude gives great advantage ; but 
the communion of faints contributes much to their ftrength and 
fafety. 3.) He took advantage by finding her near the fors 
bidden tree, and probably gazing upon the fruit of it, only to 
fatisfy her curiofity. ‘They that would not eat the forbidden 
fruit, muft not come near the forbidden tree.  Avord it, pafs 
not by it, (Prov. iv. 15.) (4.) Satan tempted Eve, that by 
her he might tempt Adam; fo he tempted Job by his wife, 
It is his policy to fend temptations by 
unfufpeéted hands, and theirs that have moft intereft in us and 
influence upon us. : 

III. The temptation itfelf, and, the. artificial management of 
it. We are often in {cripture told of our danger by the tempta- 
tions of Satan; his devices, 2 Cor. it. 1143 his depths, Rev. 
Now the greateft inftances 
we have of them were in his tempting of the two Adams 
here, and Mat. iv. In shzs here, he prevailed ; but in shat he 
was baffled. What he {pake a them, of whom he had no hold 
by any corruption in them, he fpeaks in us by our own deceit- 
ful hearts, and their carnal reafonings, which mckes his affaults 
on us lefs difcernible, but not lefs dangerous. "That which the 
devil aimed at was to perfuade Eve to eut forbrdden fruit; and 


' to do this, he took the fame method that he doth ftill. (1.) He 


queftions whether it were a fin or no, ver. 1. < (2) He de. 
nies that there was any danger in it, ver. 4. (3) He fug- 
gefts much advantage by it, ver. 5. And thefe are his com- 
mon topics. 
Firft, He queftions whether it were a fin or no to eat of this 
tree, and whether really the fruit of it was forbidden: Yea, 
hath Ged faid, ye shall not eat? The firft word intimated 
fomething faid before introducing this, and with which it is 
connected ; perhaps fome difcourfe Eve had with herfelf, which 
Satan took hold of, and grafted this queftion upon. In the 
chain of thoughts one thing f{trangely brings in another, and 
perhaps fomething ill at laft. Obferve here, (1.) He doth not 
difcover his defign at firft, but puts a queftion which feemed in- 
nocent enough; ‘‘ I hear a piece of news, pray is it true? 


- Hath God forbidden you to eat of this tree?” Thus he would 


begin a difcourfe, and draw her into a parley. Thofe that 
would be /afe, have need to be fu/picious,.and fly of talking. 
with the tempter. (2.) He quotes the command fallacioufly, 
as if it were a prohibition not only of that tree, but of all; 
** God hath faid, Of every tree ye may eat, except one.” He, 
by aggravating the exception, endeavours to invalidate the con- 
cefion: Has God faid, Ye fhall not eat of every tree? The 
divine law cannot be reproached, unlefs it be firtt mifreprefent- 
ed. (3.) He feems to {peak it sauntingly, upbraiding the wo- 
man with ber fhynefs of meddling with that tree: 9, ¢. ** You 
~D2 are 
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are fo nice and ‘cautious, and fo very precife, becaufe God has 
faid, Ye fhall not eat,” The devil, as he is a liar, fo he is a 
fcoffer from, the beginning, and the /eoffers of the laft days are 
his children. (q4.) That which he aimed at in’ the firft onfet 
was to take off her fenfe of the obligation. of the command. 
‘¢ Sure you are mi(taken; it cannot be that Gad fhould tie you 
out from this tree: He would not, do fo unreafonable a thing.” 
See here, That it is the fubtilty of Satan to,blemifh the repu- 
tation of the divine law as uncertain or unreafonable, and fo to 
draw people to fin ; and that it is therefore our wifdom to keep 
up a firm belief of, and a high refpect for, the command of God. 
Has God faid, Ye thall not lie, nor take his name in vain, nor 
be drunk, &c. Yes, Iam fure he hath, and it is well faid; and 
by his grace I will abide by it, whatever the tempter fuggefts 
to the contrarys / 

- Now, in anfwer to this queftion, the woman gives him a plain 
and full account of the law they were under, ver. 2, 3. Where 
- obferve, (1.) It was her weaknefs to enter into difcourfe with 
‘the ferpent: She might have perceived by his queftion, that he 
had no goad defign; and fhould therefore have farted back 
with a Get thee behind me, Satan, thou art an offence to me. 
But her curiofity, and perhaps her furprife to hear a ferpent 
fpeak, led her into further talk with him. | Note} It is a dan- 
gerous thing to treat with a temptation, which ought at firft to 
be rejected with difdain and abhorrence. The garrifon that 
founds a parley, is not far from being furrendered. Thofe that 
would be kept from harm, muft keep ont of harm’s way. See 
Proy. xiv. 7. and xix. 27. (2.) It was her wifdom to take no- 
tice of the liberty God had granted them, in.anfwer to his fly 
infinuation, as if God had put them into paradife only to tanta- 
lize them with the fight of fair but forbidden fruits. ‘* Yea, 
(faith the,) We may eat of the fruit of the trees; thanks to 
our Maker, we have plenty and variety enough allowed us.” 
Note, To prevent our being uneafy at the reftraint$ of religion, 
it is good often to take a view of the liberties and comforts of 
it, 3.) It was an inftance of her refolution, that fhe adhered 
to the command, and faithfully repeated it, as of unqueftionable 
eertainty ; God bath faid, 1 am confident he hath faid it, Ye 
~ fhall not eat of the fruit of this tree: And that which fhe adds, 
Neither fall ye touch it, feems to have been with a good in- 

tention; not (as fome think) tacitly to refle& upon the com- 


ftion, ver. 1.3 but finding that the woman adhered to that, he 
quitted that battery, and made his fecond onfet upon the threat- 
ening, where he perceived her to waver 5 for he is quick to fpy Ly 
all advantages, and to attack the wall where it is weake(t. Le 

foal not farely die. This was a lie, a downright lie: For, r- 

Tt was contrary to the word of God, which we are fure is true, “ ’ 
fee 1 John ii. 21, 27. It was fuch a lie as gave the lie to God 
himfelf. 2. It was contrary to his own knowledge: When he 
told them there was no danger in, difobedience and rebellion, 

he faid that which he knew to be falfe by woful experience. . 
He had broken the law of his creation, and had found to his.» 
coft that he could nor pro/per in it; and yet he tells our firft 
parents they Jball not die. He conceals his own mifery, that 

he might draw them into the like. Thus he {till deceives fin- 
ners into their own ruin. He tells them, Though they fin, 

. they fhall not die; and gains credit rather than God, who tells _ 
them, The wages of fin is death. Note, Hopes of impunity, 
are a great fupport to all iniquity, and impenitency in it: £ /palé 
have peace, though I go on, Deut. xxix. 19. d- 

Thirdly, He promifeth them advantage by it, ver. 5. Here. 

'_ he follows his blow; and it was a blow at the root, a fatal - 
blow to the tree we are branches of. He not only would un- 
dertake they fhould be no lofers by it, he would be bound to, 
fave them harmlefs ; but (if they would be fuch fools as to ven- 
ture upon the fecurity of one that was himfelf become a bank. | 
rapt) he undertakes they fhall be gainers by it, unfpeakable 
gainers. He could not have perfuaded them to run the hazard 
of ruinimg themfelves, if he had not fuggefted to them a great. 
probability of mending themfelves. “ 

[1.] He infinuates to them the great. improvements they 
would make by eating of this fruit. And he fuits the tempta- 
tion to the pure ftate they were now in ; propofing to them not 
only carnal pleafures or gratifications, but intelletual delights 
and fatisfattions. Thefe were the baits wherewith he covered 
his hook. 1ft, Your eyes-/hall be opened :, * You fhall have 
much more of the power and pleafure of contemplation than. 
now you have; you fhall fetch a larger compafs in your intel- 
leétual views, and fee further into things than now you do.” 
He fpeaks as if now they were but. dim-fighted, and fhort-fight. _ 
ed, in comparifon of what they. would be then. adly, Yu. 

Joall be as gods; as Elohim, mighty gods; not only omnifcient 


- lieve it is.” 


mand as too ftri@, Touch not, tafe mot, handle not; but to 
make'a fence about it, we muft not eat, therefore we will not 
touch. | It is forbidden in the higheft degree, and the authori- 
ty of the prohibition is facred to us. (4.) She feems a little 
to waver about the threatening, and is not fo particular and 
faithful in the repetition of that as of the precept. God had 
faid, In the day thou eateft thereof thou fhalt furely die; all 
the makes of that, is, Le/? ye die. Note, Wavering faithyand 
wavering refolutions, give great advantage to the tempter. 
Secondly, He denies that there was any danger init: ‘Though 
it.might be the tranfgreffing of a precept, yet it would not be 
the incurring of a penalty, ver. 4. Y¢ /hall not furely die. Ye 
fhall not dying die, fo the word is, in direét contradi@tion to 
what God had faid. Either, (1.) It is not certazn that ye 
fall die, fo fome. * Tt isnot fo fure as you are made to bes 


cannot overthrow, and invalidates the force of divine threaten- 


Thus Satan endeavours to fhake that which he ~ 


but omnipotent too. 
qual to him, rivals with him: You fhall be fovereigns, and no, 


longer fubjects: felf-fufficient, and no longer depending.”?> “A > 


moft abfurd fuggeftion! as if it were poflible for creatures of 
yelterday to be like their Creator that was from eternity. 3d/y, 


You fhall now good and evil, i.e. every thing that is defirable 
to be known. ‘To fupport this part of the temptation, he abus 


feth the namie given to this tree. It was intended to teach 
the practical knowledge of good and evil, that is, of duty ‘and 


_ difobedience ; and it would prove the experimental knowledge 


of good and evil, that is, of happinefs and mifery: And in thefe 
fenfes, the name of the tree was a warning to them not to eat 
of it. But he perverts the fenfe of it, and wrelts it to their de- 
{truétion ; as if this tree would give them a {peculative notional 
knowledge of the natures, kinds, and originals of good and evil. 


And, 4thly, All this prefently: «* In the day you eat thereof, — 


you will find'a fudden and immediate change for the better’? 


Or, “* You fhall be as God himfelf; ce. = > : 


Now, in all thefe infinuations, he aims to beget in them, (1.)_ 
Difcontent with their prefent ftate, as if it were not fo good as - 
it might be, and fhould be. Note, No condition will of itfelf 
bring contentment; unlefs the mind be brought to it. Adam. 
was not eafy, no, not inparadife, nor the angels in their fre 
Slate, Jude 6. (2.) Ambition. of preferment, as if they were 
fit to be gods. Satan had ruined himfelf by defiring to be Ake 
the Mof High, Ifa. xiv. 14,5 and therefore feeks to infea 
OUI, 


ings by queftioning the certainty of them and when once it is 
fuppofed pofible that there may be falfehood or fallacy in any 
word of God, a door is then opened to downright infidelity. 
Satan teaches men firft to dowbr, and then to deny; he makes 
~ fceptics firlt, and fo by degrees makes them atheifts. Or, (2) 
It is certain ye {hall not die, fo others. He avers his contra- 
diétion with the fame phrafe of affurance that ‘God had ufed in 
ratifying the threatening. He began to call the precept in que- 
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“our firft parents with the fame defirey that he might tuin them 
too. Be SES, ; 


' _ [2.] He infinuates to them, that God had no good defign 


upon them in forbidding them this fruit. For God doth know 
how much it will advance you, and therefore in envy and ill- 


will to you he has forbidden it.” As if he durft not let them 


eat of that tree, becaufe then they would know their: own 


‘ 
2, 
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ie ftrength, and would not continue in an inferior. {tate;. but be 
able to cope with him; or as if he grudged them the honour 
_ and ‘happinefs which their eating of that tree would prefer them 
to. ‘Now, 1, This was a great affront to God, and the high- 
eft indignity that could be done him: A reproach to his pow- 
er, as if he feared his creatures ; and much more a reproach to 
his goodnefs, as-if he hated the work, of his own hands, and 
would not have'thofe. whom he has made to be made happy. 


~. Shall the beft of men think it ftrange to be mifreprefented and 


evil-fpoken of, when God himfelf is fo? Satan as-he is the ac- 
cufer of the brethren before God, fo he accufeth God before 
the brethren: Thus he fows difcord, and is the father of them 
that do fo. 2. It was a moft dangerous fnare to our firft pa- 


_ tents, as it tended to alienate their affections from God, and fo: - 


_ to withdraw them from their allegiance to him. ‘Thus {till the 
devil draws people into his interelt, by fuggefting to them Aard 
thoughts of God, and falfe- hopes of benefit and advantage dy 

fin. et us therefore, in oppofition to him, always think well 

_ of God as the beft good, and think ill of fin as the worft of e- 
vils. Thus let us reff? the devil, and he will flee from us. 


‘6. And when the woman: faw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was pleafant to 
the eyes, and a tree to be defired to make one 
wile ; fhe took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, 
and gave alfo unto her hufband with her; and 
he did eat. 7 And the eyes of them both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked : 
and they fewed fig-leaves together, ‘and made 
themfelves aprons. 8 And they heard the voice 
of the Lory God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid 
themfelves from the prefence of the Lorp God, 
amongft the trees of the garden. 

Here we fee what Eve’s parley with. the tempter ended in: 
Satan at length gains his point, and the ftrong-hold is taken by 
his wiles. God tried the obedience of our firft parents, by 
forbidding them the tree of knowledge ; and Satan’ doth as it 
were join iflue with God, and in that very thing undertakes to 


-. feduce them into a tranfgreflion ;_ and here. we find how he pre- 


‘vailed, God permitting it for wife’ and holy ends. 

; Firf, We have-here the inducements that moved them to 
tanfgrefs.. The woman being deceived by. the tempter’s artful 
management, was ringleader zn the tran/greffion, Tim. ii. 14. 
She was firft in the fault; and it was the refult of ber confi- 

. deration, or rather her inconfideration. [1.] Shefaw no harm 
in this tree more than in any. of the reft. It was faid of all the 


‘ 
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reft of the: fruit-trees wherewith the garden of Eden was. 


planted, that they. were pleafant tothe fight, and good for food, 
chap. its g.. Now in her eye this was like. all the reft: It 
feemed as good for food as any of them, and fhe faw nothing 
in the colour of its fruit that threatened death or danger ; it 
was.as pleafant tothe fight as atiy of them, and therefore what 
hurt could it do them? Why fhould this be forbidden them 
rather than any of the reft? Note, When there is thought to 
be no more harm in forbidden, fruit than in other fruit, fin lies 


4 ) 


«with pleafure on the forbidden. fruit, 
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at the door, and Satan foon carries the day. Nay, perhaps it 
feemed to-her to be better for food, more grateful to the talte, 
and moré nourifhing to the body, than any of the reft, and to 
her eye it was more pleafant than any. We are often betrayed 
into {nares by an inordinate defire to have our fenfes gratified. 
Or, if it had nothing in it more inviting than the reft, yet it 
was thé more coveted becaufe it was prohibited. Whether it 
were fo in her or no, we find, that in us (that is, in our flefh, 
in our corrupt nature,) there dwells a ftrange fpirit of contras 
diction, and a defire of that which is forbidden, Nitzmur in ve- 
tztum, [2.] She imagined a greater benefit by this tree than 
by any of the reft; that it was a ¢ree not only not to be dread- 
ed, but to be defired to make one wife, and therein excelling 
all the reft of the trees. This fhe /aw, i. e. fhe perceived and 
underftood it by what the devil had faid to\her. And fome 
think /he faw the ferpent eat of that tree, and that he told her 
he thereby had gained the faculties of fpeech and reafon ; 


whence fhe inferred its power to make one wife, and was per=  ~ 
, fuaded to think, if it made a brute creature rational, why might 


it not make a ratignal creature divine ? See bere how the affec- 


‘tation of unneeeflary énow/ec'ge, under the miftaken notion of 


wifdom, proves hurtful and deftruétive to many.- Our firft pa- 


rents who Anew /o much, did not énow this, That they knew 


enough. Chrilt is a Tree to be defired to make one wife, (Col. 


| i. 3. 3 Cor. t.30.) let us by faith feed upon him, that we may 


be wife to falvation.. In the heavenly paradife, the tree of 
knowledge. will not-be a forbidden tree, for there fhall we know. 


- as we are known; let us therefore long to be there, and in’ 


the meantime not exercife ourfelves in things too high or too 


- deep for us, nor covet to be usf2 above what is written. 
Secondly, The fteps of the tranfgreflion ; not {teps upward, 


but downward towards the pit, /feps that took bold on hell. 
[1.] She faw: She fhould have turned away her eyes from 
beholding vanity ; but fhe entérs inta temptation, by looking 
Obferve, That a great 
deal of fin comes in, at. the eye. 
throws in thofe fiery darts which pierce, and poifon the heart. 
The eye affects the beart with guilt as well as gricf. Let.us 
therefore, with holy Job, make a cavenant with our eyes, not 
to look on that which we are in danger of lufting after, Prov. 
xxii. 31. Mat. y. 28, Let the fear of God be always to us 
for a covering of the eyes, Gen. xx. 16. 
was her own act and deed. ‘The devil did not take it and put 
it into her mouth whether fhe would or no; but fhe herfelf 
took it. Satan-may fempt, but he cannot force ; may perfuade 


us to caf ourfelves down, but he cannot caf us down, Matt. . 
iv. 6. Eve’s taking was flealing, like. Achan’s taking the ac- - 


eurfed thing, taking that which fhe had no right to. Sure fhe 
took it with a trembling hand. [3.] She did eat: When fhe 


\ looked, perhaps fhe did not intend to take ; or when fhe stood, 


not to eat; but it ended in that. Note, The way of fin is 
down-bill; man cannot {top himfelf when he will: “The be- 
ginning of it is as the breaking forth‘of water, to which it is 
hard to fay, Hitherto it /hall come and no farther: There- 
fore it is our wifdom to fupprefs the firlt motions of fin, and to 
leaye it off before it be meddled with: Od/a principiis. [a.] 
She gave alfa to her bufband with her. It is likely he was 
not with ber when fhe was tempted; furely if he had he would 
have interpofed to prevent the fin: But he came to her when 


fhe had eaten, and was prevailed with by her to eat Jikewife 3 


for it is eafier to /earn that which is 7//, than to teach that 
which is good. She gave it to sim, perfuading him with the 


fame arguments that the ferpent had ufed with her; adding this 


to all the reft, That the herfelf had eaten of it, and found it fo 
far from being deadly, that it was extremely pleafant and grate- 
ful, . Stolen waters are fweet.. She. gave it to-him under co- 


louy: > 


At thofe windows Satan | 


[2.} She took: It © 


j 


, 


3° 
; 
‘Jour of kindnefs; fhe would not eat thefe delicious morfels a- 
lone; but really it was the greateft difkindnefs fhe could do 
him. Or perhaps fhe gave # to him, that if it fhould prove 
hurtful, he might fhare with her in the mifery 3 which indeed 
looks ill-natured enough, and yet may without difficulty be fup- 


, pofed to enter into the heart of one that had eaten forbiaden 


fruit. Note, Thofe that have themfelves done ill, are com- 
monly willing to-draw in others to do the fame. ~ As was the 
devil, fo was Eve, no fooner a finner but a tempter. [5.] He 
did eat, overcome by his wife's importunity. It is needlefs to 
afk what would have been the confequence if Eve only had 
tranfgreffed ; the wifdom of God, we are fure, would have de- 
cided the difficulty according to equity: But, alas! the cafe 
was not fo; Adam alfo did eat. “ And what great harm if 
he did?’ fay the corrupt and carnal reafonings of a vain mind. 
What harm! Why, there was in it the unbelief of God’s word, 
and confidence in the devil’s ; difcontent with his prefent ftate, 
pride in his own merits, and an ambition of the honour which 
comes not from God; envy at God's perfeétions, and indul- 
gence of the appetites of the body: In negleéting the tree of 
life which he was allowed to eat of, and eating of the tree of 
knowledge which was forbidden, he plainly fhewed a.contempt 
of the favours God had beftowed on him, and a preference gi- 
ven to thofe God did not fee fit for him: He would be both 
his own carver, and his own maffer; would have what he 
pleafed, -and do what he pleafed: His fin was, in one word, 
\difobedience, Rom. v. 19.3; difobedience to a plain, eafy, and 
exprefs command, which probably he knew to be a command 
of trial.. He fins againft great knowledge, many mercies, a- 
gainft light and love, the cleareft light and the deareft love that 
-ever finner finned againft. He had no corrupt nature within 


him to betray him, but had a freedom of will not enflaved, and © 


was tf full f{trength, not weakened or impaired. He turned 
afide quickly: Some think he fell the fame day he was made ; 
‘though I fee not how to reconcile that with God’s pronouncing 
all very good in the clofe of that day. Others fuppofe he fell 
-on the Sabbath-day ; the better day, the worfe deed. How- 
ever, it is certain he kept his integrity but a very little while: 
Being in honour, he conzinued not. But the greateft aggrava- 
tion of his fin was, that he zavofved all bis po/ferity in fin and 
ruin by it. God having told him that his race fhould reple- 
nifh the earth, furely he could not but know that he ftood as a 
public perfon, and that his difobedience would be fatal to all 
his feed ; and if fo, it was certainly both the greateft treachery 
and the greateft cruelty that ever was. ‘The human nature be- 
ing lodged entirely in our’firft parents, from henceforward. it 
could not but be tranfmitted from them under an attainder of 
guilt, a ftain of difhonour, and an hereditary difeafe of fin and 
corruption, And can we fay then, that Adam’s fin had but 
Tittle harm in it ?” 

Toirdly, The immediate confequences of the tranfgreflion: 
Shame and fear feizeth the criminals, ipfo fado ; thefe came 
into the world along with fin, and {till attend it. 

[1.] Shame feized them unfeen, ver. 7. Where obferve, 
if, The ftrong convictions they fell under in their own bofoms: 
The eyes of them both were cpened. Itis not meant of the 
eyes of the body ; thofe were open before, by the fame token 
that the fin came in at them. Jonathan's eyes were enlightened 
by eating forbidden fruit, 1 Sam. xiv.27. 2. e. he was-refreth- 
ed and revived by it; but.theirs were not fo. Nor is it meant 


of any advances made hereby in true knowledge. But the eyes 


of their confciences were opened: Their hearts smote them 
for what they had done. Now when it was too late, they faw 
the folly of eating forbidden fruit: They faw the happinefs 
they were fallen from, and the mifery they were fallen into: 
They faw a loving God provoked, his grace and favour for 
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feited, his likenefs and image loft, dominion over the creatures 
gone: They faw their natures corrupted and depraved; felt a 
diforder in their own fpirits which they had never before been 
confcious of : They faw a law in their members warring again{t - 
the law of their minds, and captivating them both to fin and 
wrath: They faw, as Balaam when Azs eyes were opened, - 
(Numb. xxii 31.) the angel of the Lord ftanding in the way, 
and his fword drawn in his hand; and perhaps they faw the 
ferpent that had abufed them infulting over them. The text 
tells us, they faw that they were naked; i.e. 1. That they were 
Apripped; deprived of all the honours and joys of their paradife- — 
{tate, and expofed to all the miferies that might juftly be ex- 
pected from an angry God: They were difarmed; their de- 
fence was departed from them. 2. Yhat they were a/bamed, 


- for ever afhamed before God and angels: They faw themfelves 


difrobed of all their ornaments and enfigns of honour, degraded 
from. their dignity, and difgraced in the higheft degree; laid 


’ open to the contempt and reproach of heaven and earth, aad 


their own, confciences. Now, fee here, (1.) Waar iataifro- 
nourand difguietment fin is: It makes mifchief wherever it is 
admitted, fets men againft themfelves, difturbs their peace, and. 
deftroys all their comforts: Sooner or later it will have /Lame; 
either the fhame of true repentance, ‘which ends in glory, or 
that fhame and everlafting contempt to which the wicked fhall 
rife at the great day: fin 1s a reproach to any people. {(2.) 
What a deceiver Satan is: He told our firft parents, when he 
tempted them, that their eyes /hould be opened: And fo they 
were, but not as they underftood it ; they were opened to their. 


_ fhame and grief, not to their honour or advantage. ‘Iherefores . 
_ when he fpcaks fair, beheve him nat. 


, The moft malicious 
mifchievous liars often excufe themfelves with this, that they 
are only equivocations ; but God will not fo excufe them. 2d/, 
The forry fhifts they made to palliate thefe convidtions, and to 
arm themfelves againft them. They fewed or platted fig-/eaves 
together ; and, to cover at leaft part of their fhame from oné 


_ another, they made themfelves aprons. See here what is com-. 


monly the folly of thofe that have finned. 3. That they are 
more folicitous to fave their credit before men, than to obtain 
their pardon from God; they are backward to con/e/s their fin, 
and very defirous to conceal it as much as may be; £ have 
Jinned, yet honour me. 2. That the excufes men make to 
cover and extenuate their fins, are vain and frivolous; like the 
aprons of fig-leaves, they make the matter never the better, 
but the worfe ; the fhame thus hid becomes the more fhame- 
ful: Yet thus we are all apt to cover our tran/greffion as Adam, 
Job xxxi. 33. a 

[2.] Fear feized them immediately upon their eating the. 
forbidden fruit, ver. 8. Obferve here, 1/7, What was the 
caufe and occafion of their fear: They heard the voice of the 
Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the-day. It 
was the approach of the Judge that put them into a fright, and 
yet he came in fuch a manner as made it formidable only to 
guilty confciences. It is fuppofed he came in a human feape ; 
and that he who judged the world now, was the fame that fhall 
judge the world at the laft day, even that Man whom God hath 
ordained. He appeared to them now (it fhould feem) in no 
other fimilitude than that wherein they had feen him when he: 
put them into paradife; for he came to convince and humble’ 
them, not to amaze and terrify them. He came in she gar= 
den :- Not defcending immediately from heaven in their view, 
as afterwards on Mount Sinai, making either thick darknefs his 
pavilion, or the flaming: fire his chariot; but he came 2m the 
garden, as one that was ftill willing to be familiar with them. 


_ He came wadking: Not running, nor riding upon the wings of 


the wind 3 but walking deliberately, as one flow to angers 
teaching us, when-we are ever fo much provoked, not to be hot 
: yA PG 
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? 
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~ and fo they are prifoners. 
it either pofible or defrable to hide themfelves from God. Can 


Chap. HI. 


came in the caol of the day: Not in the night, when all fears 
are doubly fearful; nor in the Aeat of the day, for he came not 


- in the hext of his angers fury is not in him, Tfa. xxvii. 4.3 


Nor did he come fuddenly upon them: But they beard his 
 woice at foe diftance, giving them notice of his coming; and 
probably it was a /i// mall vorce, like that in which he came 
to inquire after Elijah.. Some think they heard him difcour- 
fing with himfelf concerning the fin of Adam, and the judge- 
ment now to be paffed upon him, perhaps as he did concerning 


* Afrael, Hof xi. 8,9. How hall I gine thee up? Or rather 


they heard him calling for them, and coming towards them. 
adly, What> was the effect and evidence of their fear: They 
bid ther flves from the pr fence of the Lord God. A fad 
change! Before they had finned, if they heard the yeice of the 
Lord God coming tewards them they would have run to meet 
him, and with an bumble joy welcomed his gracious vifits. 
~ But now it was otherwife ; God was become a serror to them, 
~and then no marvel that they were become a terror to them- 
- felves, and full of confufion: Their own confciences accufed 
them, and fet their fin before them in its colours ; their fig- 
leaves failed them, and would do them no fervice: God was 
come forth-againft them as an enemy, ard the whole creation 


-~ was at war with them; and as yet they knew not of any Me- 


diator between them and an angry God, fo that nothing remain- 
ed but a certain fearful lovking fora! judgment. Jn this fright 
they bid ther felver among the bufhes. Having offended, they. 
fied for the fame. Knowing themfelves guilty, they durft not 
fland a trial, but abfconded and fled from juftice. See here, 
—(1.) The falfehood of the tempier, and the frauds and falla- 
* gies of his temptations: He promifed them they fhould be 
Safe ; bat now they cannot fo much as think themfelves fo: 


He faid they fhould ot die ; and yet now they are forced to: 


fly for their lives: He promifed them they fhould be advan- 
ced ; but they fee themfelves eba/ed; never.did they feem fo 
kt'le-as now :: He promifed them they fhould be knowing ; but 


. they fee themfelves at a o/s, and know not fo much as. where 


to hide themfelves: He promifed them they fhould be as gods, 
great and bold and daring; but they are as errmina/s difcover- 
ed, trembling, pale, and {neaking: They would not be fubjedts, 
(2.) The folly f-finners, to think. 


> they conceal themfelves from the Father of lights, Pfal. cxxxix. 
7, Gc. Jer. xxiii. 24. - Will they withdraw themfelves from 
the Fountain of life, who alone ean give help and happinefs? 
Jonah ii. 8. (3.) The fears that attend fin: All that ama- 
zing fear of God’s appearances, the accufations of .con{fcience,. 
the approaches of trouble, the affaults of inferior creatures, and 
the arrefts of death, which is common among meng is the ef- 
feéts of fin. Adam and Eve that were partners in the fin, were 
fharers in the fame and fear that attended it; and though 
hand juined in band, (hands fo lately joined in marriage), yet 


eould they not animate or fortify oneanother: Miferable.com-. 


forters they- were become to-each other... 


9 And the Lorn God called unto Adam, and’ 

. faid unto. him, Where art thou? 
- faid, I heard thy. voice in the garden: and I 
was afraid, becaufe E:was naked ; and I hid. my-. 


felf. 


We have here the arraignment of thefe deferters before the. . 
/ ¥ighteous Judge of heaven and earth, who, though he is not: 


tied to obferve formalities, yet proceeds againft them with all 
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: or hafy, to fpeak and adt confiderately, and not ra/h/y., He 


» afraid. 


10 And: he. 
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ferve Here, [1.] The ftartling queftion wherewith God purfued 
Adam, and arrefted him: Where art thou? Notas if God 
did not know where he was, but thus he would enter the pro- 
cefs againft him. “ Come, where is this foolifh man?” Some 
make it a bemoaning queftion ; “Poor Adam, what is become 
of thee??? las for thee! fo fome read it. How art thou 
fillen, Lucifer, fon of the morning! “ Thou that waft my 
friend and favourite, whom [ had done fo much for, and would 
have done fo much more, halt thou now forfaken me and ruin- 
ed thyfelf? Is it come to this!” It is rather an upbrarding 
queftion, in order to his. conviction and humiliation, Where ars 
thou ? Notin what place, but in what condition? ** Is this all 
thou’haft gotten by eating forbidden fruit? Thou that wouldeft 
vie with me, daft thou: now fly from me??? Note, Thofe wha 
by fin have gone aftray from God, fhould ferioufly confider 
where they are; they are afar off from all good, in the midft 
of their enemies, in bondage to Satan, and in the high road to 
utter ruin.. “This inquiry after Adam may be looked upon asa 
gracious purfuit in kindnefs:to him, and in order to his recove- 
ry.. If God had. not ca//ed to. him to reduce him, his condi- 
tion had’ been as defperate as.that of fallen angels: This /o/ 
Jjoeep had wandered endlefsly, if the good Shepherd - had not 


_ fought after him to bring him back-; and in order to that, mind- 
’ ed him.where be was, where he foould not be, and where he 
» could not be either happy or eafy.- 


Note, If finners will but. 
confider where they are, they will not reft till they return to 
God. [2.] The trembling. anfwer which. Adam gave to this 
queftion, ver. 10. I beard thy voice in the garden, and I was 
He doth .not-own his guilt, and yet in effect. confef-- 
feth it: by owning his fhame.and fear :: But it as the common 
fault and folly of thofe that have done an ill thing, when they 
are queftioned about it,. to acknowledge no more than what is 
manifelt, and.they-cannot-deny. Adam was ofraid,. becaufe 
be was naked: Not only. unarmed, and therefore efraid to 


| contend with God ; but uncloarhed, and therefore afraid fo- 


_ Much as to appear before him. We have reafon to be afraid 
of approaching to God, if.we be not cloathed and fenced with. 

_ the righteoufnefs of Chrift; for nothing but that will be ar- 
mour of proof, and cover thefhame-of our nakednefs : Let us. 
therefore put on the Lard Yefus Corif, aod-then draw near. 
with humble boldnefs. : 


‘1. And ‘he faid, Who -told thee: that thou: 
waft naked ? Haft thou eaten of the tree, where-. 
‘of I commanded thee, that thou fhouldeft not - 
eat? 12-And the.man aid, The woman whom: 
thou gaveft to be with me, fhe gave me of. the- 
tree, and I did eat.. 13 And the Lorp God. faid: 
unto the-woman,. What zs this that thou hatt 
done? and the woman faid, The ferpent beguil-. - 
ed me, and.I did eat. . 


We haye here-the offenders:fotnd guilty by their own: con-)- 
feflions and yet endeavouring to excufe and extenuate their fault: . 
They could not.corfe/s.and ju/ify.what they had done, but.. 
they confifs-and palate it. Obferve, [1.] How their con. 
filfion was. extorted from them. God: put it.to the man, (ver. . 
11.) Who told thee that thou waft naked? i. e. How. camett 
thou.to be: fenfible of thy nakednefs as thy .fhame? Haj? thou 
‘eaten cf the forbidden tree? Note, Though God knows all 
-our fins, yet he will know them from us,-and requires from us . 
‘an ingenious confeflion of them; not that he: may be znformeds, . 
but that we may be samb/ed In this examination, God .re» - 


poflible fairnefs, that-he may be ju/ified.when he peaks. Obs | minds him.of the command he:had given him; I commanded: 


thee. 
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thee not to eat of it; I thy Maker, I thy Mafter, I thy Be- 
nefactor, [ commanded thee to the contrary.. Sin appears moft 
‘plain and molt finful in the glafs of the commandment ; there- 


fore God here fets it before Adam, and in it we fhould fee. 


our faces. The queftion put to the woman was, (ver. 13.) 
What is this that'thou haft done? “ Wilt thou alfo own thy 
fault and make confeffion of it? And wilt thou fee what an ill 
thing it was ?”” Note, It concerns thofe who have eaten forbid- 
den fruit themfelves, and efpecially thofe that have enticed: o- 
thers to it, likewife ferioufly to confider what they have done. 
In eating forbidden fruit, we have offended a great and graci- 
ous God, broken a juft and righteous law, violated a facred 


and moft folemn covenant, wronged our own precious fouls by 


forfeiting God’s favour, and expofing ourfelves, to his wrath 
and turfe; in enticing others to it, we do the devil’s work, 
make ourfelves guilty of other mens fins, and acceffary to their 
ruin: What is this that we have done? [2.] How their 
crime was extenuated by them in their confeflion. It was to no 
‘purpofe'to plead, Not guilty ; the Jhew of their countenances 
tefified againft them, therefore they become their ewn accufers: 
I did eat, {gith the mang and /o did J, faith the woman; (for 
when God judges, he will overcome:) But thefe do notlook 
like penitent confeflions; for inftead of aggravating the fin, and 
taking fhame to themfelves, they excufe the fin, and lay the 
fhame and blame-on others.” 

1/t, Adam lays-all the blame upon his wife: ‘' She gave me 
‘of the tree, and prefled me to eat of it, which I did only to o- 
blige her.” A frivolous excufe. He ought to have taught 
her, not to be taught by her; and it was no hard matter’ to 
determine which of the two he mult be ruled by, his God or 

his wife. Learn hence, Never to be brought to fin by that 
which will not dring us off in the judgment: Let not that 
‘bear us up in the commiffion which will not bear us out in 
the trial! Let us therefore never be overcome by importunity 


to act againft our conf{ciences, nor ever difpleafe God to pleafe: 


the beft friend we have in the world. But this is not the 
worlt of it: He not only lays the blame upon his wife, but 
expreffeth it fo as tacitly to refle& on God himfelf; “It is the 
woman which thou gave/? me, and gaveft to be with me, as 
my companion, my guide, and my acquaintance; fhe gave me 
of the tree, elfe I Had not eaten of it.” Thus he infinuates, 
that God was acceflary to his fin; he gave him the woman, 
and fhe gave him the fruit; fo that-he feemed to have it but 
at one remove from God’s own hand. Note, There is a 
{trange pronenefs in thofe that are tempted, to fay they are 
tempted of God; as if our abufing of God’s gifts would excufe 
our violation of God’s laws: God gives us riches, honours, 
and relations, that we may ferve him cheerfully in the enjoy- 
‘ment of them; but if we take occafion from them to fin againft 
him, inftead of blaming Providence for putting us into fuch a 
_ condition, we muft blame ourfelves for perverting the gracious 
defigns of Providence therein. . 
z2dly, Eve lays all the blame upon the ferpent: The ferpent 
beguiled me. Sin is a brat that nobody is willing to own; a 
fign it is a feandalous thing. Thofe that are willing enough 
to take the pleafure and profit of fin, are backward enough to 
take the blame and fhame of it. “ The serpent. that fubtil 
creature ‘of thy making, which thou didft permit toicome into 
paradife to us, he deguiled me,” or made me. to err, for our 
fins are our errors. Learn hence, (1.) That Satan’s tempta- 
tions are all beguilings; His arguments are all fallacies, ‘his 
allurements are all cheats; when he /peaketh fair, believe him 
not: Sin deceives us, and by it flays us.» It is by the decert- 
fulness of fin that the heart is hardened; fee Rom. vii. 11. 
Heb. iii. 13. (2.) That though Satan’s jubtily draw us 
into fin, yet it will not juftify us infin: ‘Though he be the 
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~ and a {worn enenzy. 
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tempter, we are the finners ; and indeed it is our own /u/? that 


draws us afide and enticeth us, Jam. i, 14. Let it not there- 
fore leffen our forrow and humiliation for fin, that we were be- 
guiled into it; but_rather let it ‘increafe our felf-indignation, 
that we fhould fuffer ourfelves to be beguiled by a known cheat 
Well, this is all the prifoners, at the bar 
have to fay why fentence fhould not be pafled, and execution 
awarded according to. law; and this all is next to nothing, in 
fome refpeéts worfe than nothing. y , 


14 And the Lorp God faid unto the ferpent, - 


»Becaufe thou haft done this, thou ar¢ curled a- 


bove all cattle, and above every beaft of the 
field: upon thy belly fhalt thou go, and duft 
fhalt thou eat all the days of thy lite. 15 And 
I will put enmity between thee and the wo- 
man, and between thy feed and her feed: it 


fhall bruife thy head, and thou fhalt bruife his , 


heel. 


The prifoners being found guilty by their own confeflion, 
befides the perfonal and infallible knowledge of the Judge, and 
nothing material being offered 2a arref? of judgment, God im- 
mediately proceeds to pafs fentence; and in thefe verfes he 
begins (where the fin began) with rhe ferpent. . God did not 


_examine the ferpent, nor afk him what he had done, or why- 
he did it; but immediately fentenced him, (1.) Becaufe he: 


was already convitted of rebellion againft God, and his malice 
and wickednefs was notorious, not found by feeret fearch, but 
openly avowed and declared, as Sodom’s., (2.) Becaufe’ he 
was to be for ever excluded from all hope of pardon; and why 
fhould any thing be {aid to convince and humble him who was 
to find no place for repentance? His wound was not /earched, 
becaufe it was not to be cured. Some think the condition of 
the fallen angels was not declared defperate and helplefs, until 
now they had feduced man into the rebellion. we j 
_ The fentence paffed upon the tempter may be confidered, 
Firft, As fighting upon the-ferpent, the brute creature which 

Satan made ufe of; which was, as the reft, made for the fer-’ 


vice of man, but was now abvufed to his hurt ; therefore to tef- - 


tify a difpleafure againft fin, and a jealoufy for the injured ho- 
nour of Adam and Eve, God faftens a curfe and ‘reproach up- 
on the ferpent, and makes it to groan being burdened, Rom. 
viii. 20. The devil’s inftruments muft fhare in the devil’s pu- 


nifhments. ‘Thus the bodies of the wicked, though only in- 


ftruments of unrighteoufnefs, fhall partake of everlafting tor- 
ments with the foul the principal agent. Even the ox that kills 
ed a man mutt be {toned, Exod. xxi. 28, 29. See here, How 
God hates fin, and efpecially how much. difpleafed he is with 
thofe that entice others to fin; it is a perpetual brand upon’ Je- 
roboarn’s name, that he made ‘Ifrael to_/in. 

Now, [1.] The /erpeat is here laid under the curfe of 
God: Thou art curfed above all cattle. Even the creeping 
things, when God made them, were d/efed of him, chap. 1.23. 3 
but fin turned the-blefling into a curfe. The /erpent was more 


| fubtil than any beaft of the field, ver. 1. and here curfed above: 


every beaft of the field: Unfangtified fubtilty often” proves a 
great curfe to a man; and the more crafty men are to do evils 
the more mifchief they do, and confequently they thall recezve 
the greater damnation. Subtil tempters are the'moft accurfed 
creatures under the fan. Sa 
[2.] He is here laid under man’s reproach and enmity. 1/, 
He is to be for ever looked upon as a wi/eand aefpicable crea- 
ture, and a proper Object of {corn and contempt.  Upow thy 
belly thou foalt go: No longer upon feet, or half erect; but 
thou 
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thou fhalt crawl along, thy belly cleaving to the earth, (an 
expreflion of a very abje&t miferable condition, Pfal. xliv. 25.) 
and thou fhalt not avoid eating duft with thy meat.’? His 
crime was, that he tempted Eve to eat that which fhe /hould 
not. Elis punifhment was, that he was neceflitated to eat that 

which he would not: Duff thou fealt eat; whrch fignifies, not 
only a bafe and defpicable condition, but a mean and fneaking 
{pirit; it is faid of thofe whofe courage is departed from them, 
that they /ick the duf? like a /erpent, Mic. vii. 17. How fad 
is it that the ferpent’s curfe fhould be the covetous worldling’s 

> choice, whofe character it is that they pant after the duff of the 
earth, Amos ii. 7... Thefe chufe their own delufions, and fo 
fhall their doom be. 2d/y, He is to be for ever looked upon 
asa venomous noxious Creature, and a proper objec of hatred 
and deteftation. J wal/ put ennnity between thee and the wo- 
man. The inferior creatures being made for man, it was a 
‘curfe upon any of them to be turned again{t man, and man a- 
gainft them. And this is part of the ferpent’s curfe. The 

- ferpent’is hurtful to man, and often brusfeth his heel, becaufe 
he Camteach no higher; nay, notice is taken of his biting the 
horfe-heels, Gen. xlix. 17. But man is victorious over the 
ferpent, and bras/eth hie head, i.e. gives him a mortal wound, 
aiming to deftroy the whole generation of vipers. It is the 
effeét of this curfe upon the ferpent, that though that creature 
is fubtil and very dangerous, yet it prevails not (as it would if 
God gave it commiffion) to the deftruation of mankind: But 
this fentence againft ferpents is much fortified by that promife 
of God to his people, Pfal. xci. 13. Thou fhalt tread upon 
the lion and the adder; and that of Chrift to his difciples, 
Mark xvi. 18. They fhall take up serpents; witnefs Paul, 
who was unhurt by the viper that faftened on his hand. Ob- 
ferve here, That the ferpent and the woman had juft now 
been yery familiar and friendly in difcourfe about the forbid- 
den fruit, and a wonderful agreement there was between them; 
but here they are irreconcileably ft at variance. Note, Sin- 
ful friendthips 7u/?/y end in mortal feuds; thofe that unite in 
wickednefs will not unite long. 

Secondly, 'Vhis fentence may be confidered as levelled at the 
devil; who only made ufe of the ferpent as his vehicle in this 
appearance, but was himfelf the principal agent. He that {poke 
through the ferpeni’s mouth, is here ftruck at through the /er- 
pent’s fide; and is principally intended in the fentence, which, 
like the pillar of cloud and fire, hath a dark fide towards the 
devil, and a bright fide towards our firft parents and their feed. 
Great things are contained in thefe words. 


tf, A perpetual reproach is here faftened upon that great 


enemy both to God and man. Under the cover of the /er- 
pent, he is here fentenced to be, (1.) Degraded and accurfed 
of God. It is fuppofed, pride was the fin that turned angels 
into devils ; which is here ju(tly punifhed by a great variety of 
mortifications, couched under the mean circumftances of afer- 
pent crawling on his belly and licking the dult. How art thou 
fallen, O Lucifer! He that would be above God, and would 
head a rebellion againft him, is juftly expofed here to contempt, 
and lies to be trodden ons A man’s pride will bring him low, 
and God will Sumble thofe that, will not bumble them/elves. 
. (2). Detefled and abhorred of all mankind: Even thofe that 
are really feduced into his intereft, yet profefs a hatred and 
abhorrence of him; and all that are born of God, make it 
their conftant care to keep them/elves, that that wicked one 
touch them not, 1 John v. 18. He is here condemned to a 
- ftate of war, and irreconcileable enmity. (3.) De/royed and 
ruined at laft by the great Redeemer, fignified by the break- 
ing of his head; bis fubtil politics fhall be all baffled, his u- 
furped power fhall be entirely crufhed, and he fhall be for ever 
a captive to the ¢njured honour of the Divine Sovereignty ; By 
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being told of this now, he was tormented before the time, 
adly, A perpetual quarre/ is here commenced between the 
kingdom of God and the kingdom of the devil among men; 
war proclaimed between the /eed of the woman and the feed 
of the ferpent; that war in heaven between Michael and the 
dragon began now, Rey. xii. 7, Itis the fruit of this enmity, 
(1.) That there is a continual conflict between grace and cor- 
ruption in the hearts of God’s people: Satan by their corrup- 
tions affaults them, buffets them, fis them, and feeks to de- 
vour them; they, by the exercife of their graces, ref? him, 
wrefile with him, quench his fiery darts, force him to flee from 
them. Heaven and hell can never be reconciled, nor light 
and darknefs ; no more can Satan and a fané@ificd-foul, for 
thefe are contrary the one to the other. (2.} That there is 
likewife a continual ftruggle between the wicked and the god-. 
ly in this world: They that love God account thofe their ene- 
mies that hate him, Pfal. cxxxix. 21, 22. And all the rage 
and malice of perfecutors againft the people of God is the fruit 
of this enmity, which will continue while there is a godly man 
on this fide heaven, and a wicked man on this fide hell: Mare 


_vel not therefore if the world hate you, 1 John iii. 13. 


~ 3dly, A gracious promfe is here made of Chrift as the 
Deliverer of fallen man from the power of Satan. Though 
it was faid to the ferpent, yet it was faid in the hearing of our 
firft parents, who doubtlefs took the hints of grace here given. 
them, and faw a door of hope opened to them, elfe the follow- 
ing fentence upon themfelves would have overwhelmed them. 
-Here was the dawning of the gofpel-day ; no fooner was the 
wound given, but the remedy was provided and revealed ; here 
tn the head of the book, (as the word is, Heb, x. 4.) an the 
beginning of the Bible, it is written of Chrift, that he fhould 
do the will of God. By faith in this promife we have reafon 
to think that our firft parents and the patriarchs before the 
flood were juftified and faved; and to this promife, and the 
benefit of it, inflantly ferving God day and night, they hoped 
to come,—Notice is here given them of three things concern- 

ing Chrift. 
1. His incarnation, that he fhould be the Seed of the wo- 


man, the Seed of that woman ; therefore his genealogy, Luke 


ili. goes fo high as to fhew him to be she fon of Adam; but 
God doth the woman the honours to call him rather Aer Seed, 
becaufe fhe it was whom tMe devil had beguiled, and on whom 
Adam had laid the blame. Herein God magnifies his grace, 
in that though the woman was firft in the tranfgreffion, “yet 
Soe foall be faved by child-bearing, (as fome read it,) 7. & 
by the Promifed Seed, which fhall defcend from her, + Tim, 
ii. 15. He'was likewife to be the Seed of a woman only, 2 
virgin, that he might not be tatnted with the corruption of our 
nature: He was fent forth made of a woman, Gal. iv. 4. that 
this promife here might be fulfilled. {t fpeaks great encourage- 
ment to finners, that their Saviour is the Seed of the woman, 
bone of our bone, Heb, ii. 11, 14. Man is therefore finful 


_ and unclean becaufe he is born ofa woman, Job xxv. 4.3 


and therefore 42s days are full of trouble, Job xiv. 1. But 
the Seed of the woman was made fin and a curfe for us, fo 
faving us from both. ‘ . 
2. His fugerings and death, pointed at in bruifing his heel, 
i.e. his human nature. Satan tempted Chrift in’ the wilder- 
nefs to draw him to fin; and fome think it was Satan that 
terrified Chrift in his agony, to have driven him to defpair: It 
was the devil that put it into the heart of Judas to betray 
Chrift, Peter to deny him, the> chief priefts to profecute him, 
the falfe witneffes to accnfe him, and Pilate to condemn him: 
Aiming, in all this, by deftroying the Saviour to ruin the fal- 
vation ; but, on the contrary, it was by death that Chrift de- 
Jroyed him that had the pvver of death, Heb. ii. 14, 
4 


si, Chrift’s: . 


34 
Chrift’s heel was bruifed when his feet were pierced and nail- 
ed to the crofs. And Chrift’s fufferings are continued in the 
fufferings of the faints for his name: The devil tempts them, 
cafts them into prifon. perfecutes and flays them, and fo brui- 
feth the heel of Chrilt, who is afflicted in their afflictions. But 
while the heel is bruifed on earth, it is well the Head is fafe 
in heaven. pig 

3. His vidory over Satan thereby. Satan had now tramp- 
fed upon the woman, and infulted over her; but the Seed -of 
woman fhould be raifed up in the fulnefs of time to avenge her 
quarrel, and to trample upon Aimy to /poil him, to /ead him 
saptive, and to triumph over him, Col. ii. 15. He thall break 
his head; i.e. he fliall deftroy all his politics, and all his pow- 
ers, and give a total overthrow to his kingdom and intereft. 
Chrift baffled Satan’s temptations; : refcued fouls out>of his 


hands, caft him out of the bodies of people, difpoffefled the ftrong _ 


man armed, and divided his fpoil: By his death he gave a fa- 
tal and incurable blow to the devil’s kingdom; a wound to the 
head of this beaft that can never be healed. As his gofpel gets 
ground, Satan falls, Luke x. 18. and is bound, Rev. xx. 2. 
By his grace he treads Satan under his people’s feet, Rom. 
xyi. 20, and will fhortly caft him into the lake of fire, Rev. 
xx, ro. And the devil’s perpetual overthrow will be the 
complete and everlafting joy and glory of the chofen remnant. 


16 Unto the woman he faid, I will greatly 


“multiply thy forrow and thy conception; in ~ 


forrow thou fhalt bring forth children: and thy 


defire /hall be to thy hufband, and he fhall rule > 


over thee. 


‘We have here the fentence paft upon the woman for her 
fin: Two things fhe is condemned to, a {tate of /orrow, and 
a ftate of /ubyection; proper punifhments of a fin in which fhe 
had gratified her p/eafure and her pride. ' 

Firft, She is here put into a fate of forrow : One particular 
of which only is inftanced in, that in bringing forth children; 
but it includes all thofe impreflions of grief and fear which the 
mind of that tender fex is moft apt to receive, and all the com- 
mon calamities which they are liable to. Note, Sin brought 


forrow into the world: That was it that made the world a: 


vale of tears, brought /howers of trouble upon our beads, and 
opened /prings of tears in our hearts, and fo deluged the world: 
Had we known no guilt, we fhould have known no grief. ‘The 
pains of child-bearing, which are great to a proverb, (a fcrip- 
ture proverb,)“are the effet of fin; every pang, and every 
groan of the travailing woman {peaks aloud the fatal confequen- 
ces of fin, This comes of eating forbidden fruit. Obferve, 
uf, The forrows are here faid to be multiphed, greatly mul 
iplied: All the forrows of this prefent time are fo; many are 
the calamities which human life is liable to, of various kinds, 
and often repeated, rhe clouds returning after the rain: No 
marvel our /orrows are muliipled, when our fins are; both 
are innumerable evils. The forrows of child-bearing are mul- 
tiplied; For they include not only the travailing throes, but 
the breeding ficknefles before, (it is orrow from the concep- 
#1005) and the murfing toils and vexations dfter ; and-after-all, 
if the’children’ prove wicked and foolifh, they are more than e- 
ver the beavine/s of her that bare them. ‘Chus are the for- 
rows multiplied 5. as one grief is over, another fucceeds in this 
world, 2d/y, It is God that multiplies our forrows : “« J aez/l 
do it.” God, as a righteous Fudge. doth it; which ought 
to flence us under all our forrows : As many as they. are, we 
have deferved them all, and more. Nay, God, as.a tender 
Father, doth it for our neceflary correétion, that we may be 
humbled for fin, and weaned from the world by all our for- 
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rows; and the good we get by them, with the comfort we 
have under them, will abundantly balance all our forrows, how 
greatly foever they are multiplied. is van 
Secondly, She is here put into a flate of fubjedtion. The 
whole fex, which by creation was equal with man, is for fia 
made inferior, and forbidden to u/furp authority, 1 Tim. ii. £15- 
12. The wife particularly is hereby put under the dominion 
of her hufband, and is not /uz juris, not at her own difpofe s 
of which fee an inftance in that law, Num. xxx. 6, 7, 8. 
where the hufband is impowered, if he pleafe, to difannul the 
vows made by the wife. This fentence amounts only to that — 
command, Wives, be in /ubjection to your own hufbands; but 
the entrance of fin has made that duty a punifhment, which 
otherwile it would not have been. If man had not finned, he 
would always have ruled with wifdom and love; and if the | 
woman had not finned, fhe would always have obeyed with 
humility and meeknefs; and then the dominion had been no 
grievance; But our own fin and folly makes our yoke heavy. 


| Lf Eve had not eaten forbidden fruit herfelf, and tempted her 


hufband to it, fhe had never complained of her fubjection : 
‘Therefore 7 ought never to be complained of, though harfh ; 
but. fiz muft be complained of that. made, it fo. .Thofe wives 
who not only defpife and difobey. their hufbands, but. domineer 
over them, do not confider, that they not only violate a divine 
law, but thwart a divine fentence. rape BP: 

Lafily, Obferve here how mercy is mixed with wrath in. 
this fentence: The woman fhall have /orrow, but it fhall be 
in bringing forth children; and the /orrow fhall be forgotten 
Sor joy that a child 1s born, John xvi. 21. She fhall be /ud-. 
je; but it fhall be to her own hu/band that loves her, not to 
a {tranger, or anenemy. The fentence was not a curfe to 
bring her to ruin, but a chaftifement to bring her to repentance. 
It was well enmity was not put between the man and the wo- 
man, as there was between the ferpent and the woman. | 


17 And unto Adam he faid, Becaufe thou haft 
hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hait 
eaten of the tree of which I commanded thee, 
faying, Thou fhalt not eat of it: curfed zs the 
ground for thy fake; in forrow fhalt thou eat 
of it all the days of thy life. 1% Thortis alfo.. 
and thiftles {hall it bring forth to thee: and 
thou fhalt eat the herb of the field... 19 In the 
fweat of thy face fhalt thou eat bread, till thou 
return unto the ground; for out of it waft thou ~ 
taken: for duft thou art, and unto duit fhalt 
thou return. | Se ie ee 

We have here the:fentence. pafled upon Adam ; which is 
prefaced with a recital of his crime, ver.17. Becau/e thou ha/t 
hearkened to the voice of thy wife. He excufed the fault by 
laying it on his wife: ‘* She gave zt me.” But God doth 
not admit the exenfe: She could but tempt him, fhe could not. 
Jorce him; though: it was ber fault to perfuade him to. eat it, 
it was his fault to hearken to her. .. Thus mens frivolous pleas.. 
will in the day of God’s judgment not only: be over-ruled, but.. 
turned againft them, and made the grounds of their fentence : 
*« Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee.’ God puts. 


| marks of his difpleafure on Adam in three inftances. 


«firf, His habitation is by this fentence curfed ; Curfed is 


- the ground far ‘thy fake: And the effect of that curfe is, , 


Thorns and ibifiles fhall tt bring forth unto thee. it is here 
intimated that his habitation fhall' be changed: He .fhould no 
longer dwell in a diftinguifhed bleffed paradife ;’ but fhould. be . 
removed to. common ground; and: that cursed he grownd~ 
H é { hee ro} on 


“ 
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“or carth is here put for the whole vi/ib/e ereation, which by 
the fin of man is made /ubje@ to vanity, the feveral parts of it 
being not fo ferviceable to man’s comfort and happinefs as they 
were defigned to be when they were made, and would have 
been if he had not finned. God gave the carth to the chil- 


dren of men, defigning it to be a comfortable dwelling to them; 


but fin has altered the property of it: It is now eur/ed for 
man’s fin; 7. ¢. it is a difhonourable habitation. It fpeaks 
man mean, that bis foundation ts inthe duff. It isa dry and 
barren babitation, its {pontaneous productions are now weeds 


and briars, fomething naufeous or noxious; what good fruits — 


it produceth muft be extorted from it by the ingenuity and in- 
dultry of man. 
chap. i. 11, 29. and now barrennefs was its curfe for man’s 
punifhment. It is not what it was’in the day it was created: 
Sin turned a fruitful land into barrenne/s; and man being be- 
¢ome as the wild a/fs’s colt, he has the wild afs’s lot, Job 
xxix. 6. the wi/derne/s for his habitation, and the barren /and 
his dwellings, Pfal. \xviii. 6. Had not this curfe been in part 
removed, for ought I know, the earth had been for ever barren 
and had never produced any thing but thorns and thift/es. The 
ground is curfed, i. e. doomed to deftrudtion at the end of 
time, when the earth and a// the works that are therein fhall 
be burnt up, for the fin of man, the meafure of whofe zmquity 
willsthen be fu//,.2 Pet. iii. 7, 10. But, ob/erve a mixture 


of mercy in this fentence; (1.) Adam is not himfelf curfed, ’ 
as the ferpeat was, ver. 14. but only the ground for his fake. . 


_ .God had bleffings 7 him, even the Holy Seed: Defrroy it 


not, for that Lleffing is in it, Va. xv. 8. And he had blef- 
fings tn frore for him; therefore he is not directly and imme- 
diately curfed, but as it were at fecond-hand. (2.) He is yet 
above ground: The earth doth not open and fwallow him up; 
only it is not what it was: As he continues alive, notwith- 
‘ftanding his degeneracy from his primitive purity and redtitude; 
fo the earth continues his habitation, notwith{tanding its dege- 
“neracy from its primitive beauty and fruitfulnefs. (3.) This 
curfe upon the earth, which cut off all expeétations of a happi- 
nefs in things below, might ‘dire& and quicken him to look 
for blifs and fatisfaction only in things above. 2 
- Secondly, His employments and enjoyments are all embit- 
tered in him. 


- [1.] His bufinefs fhall from henceforth become a toil to 


him, and he fhall go on with it 72 the fweat of hrs face, ver. : 


19. His bufinefs, before he finned, was a conftant pleafure 
to him; the garden was then drefed without any uneafy la- 
bour, and dept without any uneafy care: But now his labour 
fhall be a wearinefs, and fhall wafte his body ; his care fhall be 
a torment, and fhall affi@ his mind. The curfe upon the 


~ ground; which made it barren, and produce thorns and thiftles, 


made his employment about’ it much the more difficult and 
toilfome. If Adam had not f/inned, he“ had not /weated. 
«© Obferve here, 1. That /abour ts our duty, which we mutt 
faithfully perform: Notas creatures only, but as criminals we 
are bound to work; it is part of our fentence, which idlenefs 
daringly defires. 2. That wneafine/s and wearine/s with la- 
bour is our ju/? pumifhment, which we muft patiently fubmit 
to, and not complain of, fince it is lefs than our iniquity de- 
ferves. Let not us by inordinate care and labour make our 
punifhment heavier than God has made it, but rather ftudy: to 
lighten our burden, and wipe off our fweat, by eyeing Provi- 
dence in all, and expe@ing reft fhortly. ie 
[2.] His food thall from henceforth become (in comparifon 
with what it had been) unpleafant to him. 1/7, The matter of 
his food is changed: He mutt now eat the herb of the feld, 
and muft no longer be feafted with the delicacies of the gar- 


den of Eden. Having by fin made himfelf like she bea/s 
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“carnal and earthly.” 
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that petifh, he is juftly turned to be 4 fellow-commorier with 
them, and to eat gra/s as oxen, till he know that the heavens 
do rule. 2dly, There is a change in the manner of his eating 
it: Jn forrow, ver. 17. and ta the /weat of his face, ver. 19. 
he mutt eat of it. Adam could not but eat in forrow al/ the 
days of his life, remembering the forbidden fruit he had eaten, 
and the guilt and fhame he had contraéted by it. Obferve, 
1. That human life is expofed to many miferies and calami- 
ties, which very much embitter the poor remains of its plea- 
fures and delights; fome never eat with plea/ure, (Job xxi. 
25.) through ficknefs or melancholy ; all, even the beft, ,have 
caufe to eat with forrow for fin; and all, even the happieft in 
this world, have fome allays to their joy ; troops of difeafes, 
difafters and deaths in various fhapes entered the world, with 
fin, and {till ravage it. 2. That the righteoufnefs ‘of. God is 
to be acknowledged in all the fad confequences of fin: Where’ 
fore then Jhould a living man complain? Yet in this part of 
the fentence there is alfo a mixture of mercy: He hall fweats 
but his toil fhall make his ref{t the more welcome when he re- 
turns to his earth as to his bed. He fhall grieve, but he fhall 
not. farve ; he thall-have /orrow, but in that forrow he fhall 
eat bread, which fhall frengthen his heart under his forragus. 
He is not fextenced to eat duft as the ferpent, only to eatthe 
herb of the field. be i RENN 

Thirdly, His tife alfo is but fort. Confidering how full 
of trouble his days are, it is in favour toyhim that theyyare 
few. Yet death being dreadful to nature, (yea though Jife:be 
unpleafant,) that concludes the fentence. ‘Thou fhalt returs 
to the ground, out of which thou waft taken: Thy body, that 
part of thee which was taken out of the ground, {hall return - 
to it again; for duff thou art.” That {peaks, 1. The firft 
original of his body: It was made of the duft; nay, it was 
made duff, and was ftill fo; fo that there needed no more but 
to recal the grant of immortality, and to withdraw the power 


which was put forth to fupport it, and then he woyld of courfe 


return to duff. Or, 2. The prefent corruption and degeneracy | 
of hts nnd: Duft thou art; that is, “ Thy precious foul is 
now loft and buried in the.duft of the body and the mire of 
the flefh; it was made fpiritual and heavenly, but it is become 
His doom is. therefore read: To duff 
thou fhalt return. Thy body fhall be forfaken by thy foul, 
and become itfelf a lump of duft; and then it fhall be lodged 
in the grave, the proper place for it, and mingle itfelf with the 
duft of the earth, our du/?, Pfal. civ. 293 earth to earth, duft 
to duff. Obferve here, (1.) That man is a mean frail crea- 
ture: Little as duft, the {mall duft of the balance; /ight as 
duft, altogether lighter than vanity 3 weak as duft, and of no 
confiftency, our ftrength not the {trength of ftones: He that 
made us, confiders it, and remembers that we are duff, Pfal. 
cil, 14., .Man is indeed the chief part of the duff of the 
world, Proy. viii. 26. but ftill he is duff. (2.) That he is a 
mortal dying creature, and ha{tening to the grave. Duft may 
be razed for a time into a little cloud, and may feem confider- 
able while itis held. up by the wend that raifed it; but when 
the force of that is fpent, it fa//* again, and returns to the 
earth out of which it was raifed: fuch a thing is man; a great 
man is but a great duft, and muft return to Ais earth.  (3.) 
That fin brought death into the world. If Adam had not 
finned, he had not died, Rom. v. 12. God intrufted Adani 
with a fpark of immortality, which he, by a patient continuance 
in well-doing, might have blown up into an. everlafting flame, 
but he foolifhly blew it out by wilful fin: And now death is 
the wages of fin, and fin the fing of death. } 
We muft not go off from this fentence upon our firft pa- 
rents, which we are all fo nearly concerned in, and feel’ from 
to this day, till we have confidered two things, — 
E2 rf, 


a 


36 
1, How fitly the fad confequences of the fin upon the foul 


of Adam and his finful race were reprefented and figured out ” 


by this fentence, and perhaps were more intended in it than 
we are aware of. Though that mifery only is mentiond which 
affected the body ; yet that was a pattern of {piritual miferies, 
‘the curfe that entered into the foul. (1.) The pains of a we- 
man jn travel reprefent the terrors and pangs of a guilty ‘con- 
fcience, awakened to a fenfe of fin: From the conception of luft 
thefe forrows are greatly multiplied, and fooner.or later will 
come upon the finner like pain upon a woman in travail, 
which cannot be avoided. (2.) The ftate of fubjection which 
the woman was reduced tc, reprefents that lofs of {piritual li- 
berty and freedom of will which is the effect of fin. The do- 


minion of fin in the foul is compared to that of a hu/band, | 


(Rom. vii. 1,5.) : The finner’s defire is towards tt ; for he 
is fond of his flavery, and it ru/es over him. (3.) The 
curfe of barrennefs which was brought upon the earth, and its 
produce of briars and thorns, is a fit reprefentation of the bar- 
rennefs of a corrupt and finful foul in that which is good, and 


its fruitfulnefs in evil: It is all grown over with thorns, and 


netiles cover the face of it ; and therefore it is nigh unto cur- 
Jing, Heb. vi. 8. (4.) The toil and {weat {peak the difficul- 
ty which through the infirmity of the flefh man labours under. 


in the fervice of God and the work of religion; fo hard is ity 


now become to evter into the kingdom of heaven. (5.) The 
embittering of his food to him, fpeaks his foul’s want of the 
comfort of God’s favour, which is life and the bread of life. 
(6.) The foul, like the body, returns to the duft of this 
world ; its tendency is that way; it has an earthly taint, John 
iii. 31. : 
2dly, How admirably the fatisfaction our Lord Jefus made 
by his death and fufferings, anfwered. the fentence here pafled 
upon our firft parents. (1.) Did travailing’ pains come in 
with fin? We read of the travail of Chrift’s foul, Ifa, lui. 
11.3 and the pains of death he was held by are called adivais 
(Ads ii. 24.) the pains of a woman in travail. (2.) 
Did fubjection come in with fin? Chrift was made under: the 
law, Gal. iv. 4. (3.) Did the curfe come in with fin? 
Chrift was made a curfe for us, died a curfed death, Gal. iii. 
13. (4.) Did thorns come in with fin? He was crowned. 
with thorns for us. (5.) Did fweat come in with fin? He 
fweated for us as 7t had been great drops cf blood. (6.) 
Did forrow come in with fin ? He was.a man of forrows; his 


foul was, in his agony, exceeding forrowful. _(7.). Did death, 


come in with fin? He became obedient unto death.. Thus is 


. ee as wide as the wound: Bleffed be God for Jefus 
shrift. 


20 And Adam called his wife’s name Eve, 
becaufe fhe was.the mother of all living. . 


God having named the man, and called-him Adam, which 

- fignifies red earth ; he, in further token of dominion, named 
the woman, and called her Eve, i. e. Life. Adam bears the 
name of the dying body, Eve of the living foul. The reafon 
of the name is here given, fome think by Mofes the hiftorian, 
others by Adam himfelf, becaufe fhe was (7. ¢. was to be) the 
mother of all ving. te had’ called her J/bah, Woman. be- 
fore, as a wife; here he calls her Evah, Life, asa Maher 


Now, [1.] If this was done by divine dire@tion, it was an. 


inftance of God’s favour; and, like the new-naming of Abra- 
ham and Sarah, it was 2 feal of the covenant, and an affurance 
to them, that, notwithftanding their fin, and his difpleafure a- 
gainft them for it, he had not reverfed that blefling wherewith 
he had bleffed them, Be fruitful, and multiply: It was like- 
wife a confirmation of the promife now made, That the Seed 
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of the woman, of this woman, fhould bruife the ferpent’s 
head. [2.] If Adam did it of himfelf, it was an inftance of 


his faith in the word of God. Doubtlefs it was not done, as» — 


fome have fufpeéted, in contempt or defiance of the curfe; but 
rather, in an humble confidence and dependance upon the blef- - 
fing. x. The blefling of a reprieve; admiring the patience of 
God that he fhould {pare fuch finners to be the parents of all: 
living, and that he did not-immediately fhut up thofe fountains 
of the human life and nature’ becaufe they could fend forth no 
other but polluted poifoned ftreams. 2. The bleffing of a: 
Redeemer, the Promifed Seed: ‘To whom Adam had an eye 
in calling his wife Lue, Life; for he thould be the life of alk. 


. blefed, in hope. of which he thus triumphs. 


21 Unto Adam alfo and to his wife did the: 
Lorp God make coats of fkins, and clothed” 
them. } i 


We have a further inftance of God’s care concerning our 
firft partents, notwithftanding their fin, Though he correé&. 
his difobedient children, and put them under the marks of his: 
difpleafure ; yet he doth not difinherit them, but like a tender 
Father provides the her of the field for their food, and coats 
of /eins for their clothing: Thus the father provided for the 
returning prodigal, Luke xv. 22, 23. Jf the Lord had been 
pleafed to kill them, he would not have done this for them: 
Obferve, [1.] That clothes came in with fin: We had had no 
occafion for them, either for defence or decency, if fin had not 
made us naked to our foame, Little reafon therefore we have 
to be proud of our clothes, which are but: the badges of our 
poverty and infamy.. [2.] That when God.made clothes for 
our firft parents, he made them warm and ftrong, but coarfe 
and very plain; not robes of fcarlet, but coats of fkin. Their 
clothes were made not of filk and.fatin, bat plain, /Rins, not: 
- trimmed, not embroidered, none of the ornaments which the 
daughters: of Sion afterwards invented and <prided themfelves 
in. » Let the poor that are meanly clad, learn'from hence now 
to complain; having food and a covering, let them be content, . 
they are as well done to.as Adam and Eve were: And let: 
the rich that are finely clad, learn hence not to make the put-~ 
ting on of apparel their adorning, 1 Pet. iii. 3. [3.] That: 
God 'is to be acknowledged with thankfulnefs, not:only in gi- 
ving us food,. but in giving us-clothes alfo, Gen. xxviii. 20.. 
The wool and the flax ate his, as well as the corn and the 
ainey Hof. ii. 9, [4.] Thefe-coats of fin had a fignifican-- 
cy. The beafts whofe fkins they were, muft be flain; flain. 
before their eyes, to fhew them what death is, and (as it is, 
_ Eccl. iti, 18.) that they might fee that they themfelves are- 
beaffs, mortal and dying. It is fuppofed that they were not: 
flain for food,. but» for facrifice, to typify the Great Sacrifice. 
which in the latter end of the world fhould be offered once for: 


in a figure; who is therefore faid to be the Lamb flain from 
the foundation of the world. Thefe facrifices were divided. 
between God and man, in token of reconciliation: The flefh: 
was. offered to God a whole burnt-offering; the fkins were ~ 
given to man for clothing, fignifying that Jefus Chrift having 
offered himfelf to Goda Sacrifice of a feveet-finelling favour, 
we are to clothe ourfelves with his righteoufnefs as with a gar-- 
ment, that the fhame of our nakednefs may not appear. A- 
dam and Eve made for themfelves aprons of fig-leaves, a com 
veting too narrow for them to wrap themfelves in, fa. xxviii. 
20.3. fuch are all the rags of our own righteoufnefs. But God: 
made them coats of /ins, large and ftrong.and durable, and: 
fit for them’; fach is the righteoufnefs of Chrift: Therefore. 
pat ye on the Lord Fefus Ghrif. 


22 q And 


all: Thus the firft thing that died was a facrifice, or Chrift’ . 


ot 
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the living, and in him a// the families of the earth fhould be — | 


 G. — oe 
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Chap: II. 


f , CO SFG And the Lox God tid; Behold, the 


man is become’as one of us, to know good and 
evil. And now left he put forth his hand, and 
take alfo of the tree of life, and eat, and live for 
ever: 23. Therefore the Lorp God fent him 
forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground 
from whence. he was taken. 24 So he drove 
out the man: and he placed at the eaft of the 
garden of Eden, Cherubims, and a flaming 
fword, which turned every way, to keep the 
way of the tree of life. _ : ‘ 
Sentence being pafled upon the offenders, we have here ex- 
ecution in part done upon them immediately. Obferve-here, 
‘Firft, How they were jultly di/graced and fhamed before 
God and the holy angels, by that ironical upbraiding of them 
with the iffue of their enterprife, Behold, the man 1s become 
as one of us, to know goot and evil, “ A goodly god he 
makes! doth he not? See what he has got, what preferments, 
what advantages, by eating forbidden fruit !”? This is faid to 
awaken and humble them, and to bring them to a fenfe of their 
fin and folly, and to repentance for it, that feeing themfelves 
thus wretchedly deceived by following the devil’s counfel, they 
__ taight henceforth purfue the happinefs God offers, in the way 
he prefertbes. God thus f/és their faces with /hame, that 
they may /eek his name; Pfal.|xxxiii. 16. He puts them to 
this confufion in order to their converfion. ‘Prue penitents 
will thus upbraid themfelves, What fruit have I now by fin 2 
Rom. vi 21. » Have I gained what I foolifhly promifed my- 
felf in a finful way ? No, no, it never proved what it pretend- 
ed, but the contrary. 

. Secondly, Flow they were jultly di/carded, and fhut out of 
paradife ; which was a part of the fentence. implied in that, 
Thou fhalt eat the herb of the field. Terewe have, — 
__-{1,] The reafon God gave why he fhut him out of paradife: 
Not only becaufe he had put forth his hand, and taken of the 
tree of knowledge, which was his fin; but’ /(f? be /bou/d again 
put forth bis hand, and take alfo of the tree of life, (which 
is now forbidden him by the fentence, as before. the tree of 
knowledge was forbidden him by the law,) and fhould dare to 


ea! of that tree, and fo profane a divine facrament, and defy a. 


divine fentence, and yet flatter. himfelf with a-conceit that 
thereby he fhould Jive for ever. Obferve, 1/7, There is a. 
foolifh pronenefs in thofe that have rendered themfelves un- 
worthy of the fubfance of Chriftian privileges, to catch at:the 
figns and fhadows of them. Many that like not the terms of 
the covenant, yet for. their reputation’s fake are fond of the feals 
of it. 2d/y, It is not only jattice but kindnefs to fuch to be 
denied them: For by ufurping that which they have no title 
to, they affront God, and make their fin the more heinous ; 
and by building their hopes upon a wrong foundation, they 
render their converfion the more difficult, and their ruin the 
more deplorable.- : 

[2.] The method God took in giving him this bill of di- 
yorce, and expelling and excluding ,him from this garden of 
pleafure. _ He turned him out, and kept him out. 

(1.) He turned him out, from the garden to the common. 
This is twice mentioned: ver. 23. He /ent him forth ; and 
then, ver. 24. he drove him out. God bid him go out ; told 
him that was no place for him, he fhould no longer occupy and 
enjoy that garden: But he liked the place too well to be will- 
ing to part with it; and'therefore-God drove Aim out, made 
him go out whether he would or no. ‘This fignified the ex- 
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. “clafion of him and all his guilty race-from that communion 


af 


with God which was the blifs and glory of paradife: ‘The to- 
kens of God’s favour to him, and his delight in the fons of 
men which he had in his innocent eftate, were ndéw fufpend- 
ed; the communications of his grace were with-held, and A- 


; dam became weak and like othe’ men, as Samfon when the 


Spirit of the Lord was departed from him ; his acquaintance 
with God was leffened and loft, and that correfpondence which 
had been fettled between man and his Maker was interrupted 


+ and broken off; he was driven out as one unworthy of this 


honour, and zacapab/e of this fervice : Thus he and all man- 
kind by the fall forfeited and Joft communion with God. But 
whither did he fend him when he turned himout 9f Eden ? 


» He might juftly have chafed him out of the world, Job xvii. 


18.3 but he only chafed him out of the garden: He might 
juitly have caft bim down to hell, as the angels that finned 
were, when they were fhut out from the heavenly paradife, 
2 Pet. ii. 4.3 bue man’ was only fent to s// the ground out of 
“which be was taken; He’was only fent to a place of toil, not 
to a place of torment: He was fent to the ground, not to the 
grave; to the work-houfe, not to the dungeon, not to the pri- 
fon-houife ; to hold the ploagh, not to drag the chain. His 
tilling the ground would be recompenfed by his eating its fruits; 
and his conyerfe with the earth whence he was taken, was” 
improveable to good purpofes, to keep him humble, and to mind. 
him of his latter end. Obferve then, That though our firft 
parents were excluded from the privileges of their {tate of in= 
nocency, yet they were not abandoned to defpair ; God's 
thoughts of love defigning them for a fecond {tate of probation 


| upon new terms. : 


€2.). He kept him out, and forbid him all hopes of a re-ene 
try: For he placed at the eafi of the garden of Eden, a de- 
tachment of cherub:ms, God’s hofts, armed with a dreadful 
and irrefiftible power, reprefented by flaming fwords which 
turned every way, on that fide of the garden which lay next 
* to the place whither Adam was fent, to seep the way that led 
10 the trea of lifes {o that he could not either /ea/ or force 
an entry; for who can make a pafs againft an angel on his’ 
guard, or gain a pafs made good by fuch a force? Now this in- 
timated to Adam, 1.’That God was difpleafed with him; tho’ 
he had mercy in ftore for him, yet at prefent he was angry 
with him, was turned to be his enemy, and fought again{t him, 
for here was a fword drawn, Numb. xxii. 23.; and_that he 
was to hima confuming fire, for it was a flaming fword. 2. 
That the angels were at war with him: No peace with the 
heavenly hofts, while he was in rebellion again{ft their Lord» 
and ours. 3. That the way to the tree of 4ife was hut up, 
vi%. that way which he at firft was put into, the way of fpot- 
lefs innocency. It is not faid, that the cherubims were fet zo 
keep him and his for ever from the tree of life ; thanks be to~ 
God, there is a paradife fet before us, and a tree of life in the 
midft of it, which we reyorce in the hopes of: But they were 
fet. to keep that. way of the tree of life which hitherto they 
had.been in; that is, it was henceforward in vain for him and- 
his to expect righteoufnefs, life, and happinefs, by virtue of the 
firft covenant ; for it was irreparably broken, and could never 
be pleaded, nor any benefit taken by it. The command of’ 
that covenant being broken, the curfe of it is in full force ; it 
leaves no room for repentance, but we are all undone if we be 
judged by that covenant.. God revealed this to Adam, not to 
drive him to defpair ; but to oblige and quicken him to look. 
for life and happinefs in the Promifed Seed; by whom the 
flaming {word is remoyed, God and his angels reconciled to: 
us, and a new and Living way into the holielt confecrated, and: 


laid open for us. ‘ 
CHAP.. 
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that was thought to be @ man the Lord, or at leaft a man for © 


CHA BTV. 

In this chapter we have both the world and the church 
in a family, ina little family, in Adam's family : and 
a fpecimen given of the charatter and ftate of both za 
after-ages, nay, in all wges to the end of time. As all 
mankind were reprefented in Adam; fo that great dt- 
Alintion of mankind into faints and finners, godly and 
wicked, the children of God and the children of the 
wicked one, was bere reprefented in Cain and Abel ; 
and an early inftance of the enmity which was lately 
put between the Seed of the woman and the feed of the 
Jerpent. We have here, 1. The birth, names, and 

- callings of Cain and Abel, ver. 1, 2. UL. The reli- 
gion, and different fuccefs in 1t, ver. 3, 4, and part 
of ver. 5. III. Cazn’s anger at God, and the reproof 
of him for that anger, ver. 5,6, 7. IV. Cain’s 


x 


that murder. Ihe murder committed, ver. 8. The 
proceedings againft him. (1.) His arraignment, ver. 
g. former part.. (2.) His plea, ver. g- latter part. 
(3.) Hs convittion, ver. 10. (4.) The Sentence 
paffed upon him, ver. 11, 12. (5.) Hts complaint 
 againft the fentence, ver. 13,14. (6.) The ratif- 
cation of the fentence, ver. 15. (7-) Lhe execution 
of the fentence, yer. 15,16. V. The family and 
pofterity of Cam, ver. 17,—24. VI. The birth of 
another fon and grandfon of Adam, ver. 25, 26. 


ND Adam knew Eve his wife: and fhe 

- conceived, and bare Cain, and faid, I have 
gotten a man from the Lorp. 2 And fhe a- 
‘gain bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a 
keeper of fheep, but Cain was a tiller of the 
ground, 


Adam and Eve had-many fons and daughters, chap. v. 4.: 
‘But Cain and Abel feem to have been the two eldeft; and 
fome think they were twins, and, as Efau and Jacob, the elder 
hated, and the younger /oved. Though God had. caft them 
eut of paradife, he did not write them chi/dlefs ; but to fhew 
that he had other bleflings in {tore for them, he preferved to 
them the benefit of that firft blefling of increafe. Though they 
were finners, nay, though they were penitents, they did not 
write themfelves comfortlefs, having the promife of a Saviour 
to fupport themfelves with... «. 
. _ We have here, Firft, The names of their two fons. [1] 

Cain fignifies poffeffion; for Eve, when fhe bare him, faid, 
with joy and thankfulnefs and great expedtation, [ have gotten 
aman from the Lord. Obferve, That children are God’s 
gifts, and he muft be acknowledged in the building up of our 
families. It doubles and fandtifies our comfort in. them when 
we fee them coming to us from the hand of God, who will 
not forfake the works and gifts of his own hands. Though 
Eve bare him with the furrows that were the confequence of 
fin, yet fhe did not lofe the fenfe of the mercy in her pains. 
Comforts, though allayed, are more than we deferve; and 
therefore our complaints mu{t not drown our thank{givings. 
Many fuppofe that Eve had a conceit that this. Son was the 
Promifed Seed, and therefore fhe thus triumphed in him ; and 
itmay be read, J have goten.a man the Lord; God-man, 
If fo, the was wretchedly miftaken, as Santuel, when he faid, 
Surely the Lord’s anointed ts before me, 1 Sam. xvi.. When 


children are orn, who can forefee what they will prove ? He , 


_upon the whole race, Pfal. xxxix. 9. 


murder of bis brother, and the procefs againft him for 


Chap. IV. 


the Lord, and for his fervice as prieft of the family, became 
an enemy to the Lord: The lefs we expect from creatures, 
the more tolerable will difappointments be. [2.] ~dbe/ figni- 
fies vanity. When fhe thought fhe had obtained the Promifed 
Seed in Cain, fhe was fo taken up with that poffeffion, that 
another fon was as vanity to her. To thofe who, have an in- 


tereft in Chrift, and make him their 4//, other things age as - 


nothing at all. It intimates likewife, teat the longer we live 


_ in this world, the more we may fee of the vanity. of it; what 


at firft we are fond of as a poffeflion, afterwards we fee caufe 
to be dead to asa trifle. ‘The name given to this fon is put 
Every man is, -at-his 
beft eftate, Abel, vanity. Let us labour to fee both ourfelyes 
and others fo. Chzfdbood and youth are vanity. 
Secondly, The employments of Cain and Abel. Obferve, 
(1.) They beth had a calling. Though they were heirs ap- 


_ parent to the world, their birth noble, and their poffefiions large; 


yet they were not brought up in idlenefs. God gave their fa- 
ther a calling even in innocency, and. he gave them one. Note, 
lt is the will of God we fhould eyery one of us have fomething 
to do in this world. Parenté Ought to bring up their children 
to bufinefs : ** Give them a Bible, and a calling, (faid good 
Mr Dod), and God be with them.’ (2.) “heir employ- 
ments were diferent, that they might trade and exchange with 
one another as there was occafion. ‘The members of the bo- 
dy-politic have need one of another, and mutual Jove is helped 
by mutual commerce. (3.) Their employments belonged te 
the hufbandman’s calling, their father’s profefion: A needful 
calling, for the king himfelfis ferved of the field ; but a labo- 


rious calling, which required conftant care and attendance: It 


is now looked upon as a mean calling ; the poor of the land 
ferve for vine-dreffers and hufbandmen, Jer. li. 16. But the 
calling was far from being a difhonour to them; rather, they 
were an honour to it. (4.) It fhould feem+y the order of 
the ftory, that Abel, though the younger brother, yet entered 


firft into his calling ; and probably his example drew in Cain. , 


(5.) Abel chofe that employment which did molt befriend 
contemplation and devotion; for that hath been looked upon 
as the advantage of a paftoral life.. Mofes and David kept 
flteep, and in their folitudes converfed with God. Note, That 
calling and condition of life is beft for us, and to be chofen by 
us, which is beft for our fouls ; that which leaft expofeth us 
to fin, and gives us moft opportunity of ferving and enjoying 


God. : 
3 And in procefs of time it came to pafs, that 


Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an of- 
4 And Abel, he alfo 
_ brought of the firftlings of his flock, and of the 
fat thereof. And the Lorp had refpe unto 


fering unto the Lor». 


Abel, and to his offermg: 5 But unto Cain 


-and to his offering he -had not refpect. And . 
Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell, © 


Here is, Fir/?, The devotion of Cain and Abel. In pro- 


cefs of time, when they had made fome improvement in their: 


refpetive callings; Heb, ft the end of days ; either at the 
end of the year when they kept their feaft of in-gathering, or 
perhaps an annual faft in remembrance of the fall; or at the 
end of the days. of the week, the {eventh day, which-was the 
Sabbath: At fome fet time, Cain and Abel brought to Adam, 


‘as the prieft of the family, each of them an offering to the 
Lord; for the doing of which we have: reafon to think there: 


was a divine appointment given to Adam as a token of God’s 
fayour 


4 
4 


“4 
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_ notwith{tanding their apoftafy. 


| ‘ ee 


favour to him, and his thoughts of love towards him and his, 


He would thus fettle-a correfpondence again between heaven 
and earth, and give /hadows of good things to come. Obferve 
here, (1.).That the religious worthip of ‘God is no novel in- 
vention, but an ancient inftitution. Itis that which was from 
the beginning, t John i. 1.; it is the good o/d way, Jer. vi. 


16. The city of our God is indeed that joyous city whofe 


antiquity 1s of ancient days, Ua. xxiii. 7. Truth got the ftart 
of error, and piety of profanenefs.. (2.) That it is a good 
thing for children to be well taught when they are young, and 


‘trained up betimes in religious fervices, that, when they come 


to be capable of adting for themfelves, they may. of their own 
accord bring an offering to God. Inthis nurture of the Lord, 
parents mu(t bring up their children, Eph. vi. 4. Gen. xviii. 


19. (3-) That we fhould every one of us honour God with 


what we have, according as he hath profpered us. According 
as their employments and poffeflions were, fo they brought their 
offering: See 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. Our merchandife and our 
ire, whatever it is, muft be hofine/s to the Lord, Va. xxiii. 
18, He muft have his dues of it in works of piety and cha- 
rity, the fupport of religion, avd the relief of the poor. . Thus 
we muft now bring our offering with an upright heart, and 
with fuch facrifices God 1s well pleafed. (4.) That hypo- 
crites and evildoers may be found going as far as the belt of 
God's people in the external fervices of religion. _ Cain brought 
an offering with Abel; nay, Cain’s offering is mentioned tirft, 
as if he were the more forward of the two. An hypocrite may 
poflibly hear as many fermons, fay.as many prayers, and give 
as, much alms, as,a good Chriftian; and yet, for want of fin- 
cerity, come fhort of acceptance with God. The Pariee and 
publican went to the temple to pray, Luke xviii. 10. 
Secondly, The different fuccefs of tueir devotions. That 
which is to be aimed at in all aéts of religion, is God’s accep- 
tance, 2 Cor. v. g.: We fpeed well, if we attain that ; but zn 
vain do we worlhip, if we mifs of that, Perhaps to a ftander- 
by the facrifices of Cain and Abel would have feemed both a- 
hike good: Adam accepted them both ; but God did not, who 
fees not as man fees. God had refped to Abel and to his 
offering, and fhewed his acceptance of it probably by fire from 
heaven ; but to Cain and to his offering he had not refped. 
We are fure there was a good reafon for this difference: The 
Governor of the world, though an abfolute Sovereign, doth not 
a@ axbitrarily in difpenting his {miles:and frowns. (1..) There 
was a difference in the characters of the perfons offering. Cain 
was a wicked man, led an ill life, under the reigning power of 
the world-and the flefh; and’therefore his facrifice was an a- 
bomination ta the Lord, Prov. xv. 8. a vain ablation, Ua. i. 
¥3.. God had no re/fpe@ to Cain himfelf,. and therefore no 
vefpect to his offering, as the manner of the expreflion inti- 
mates. But Abel was a righteous man; he is called rzghte- 


ous Abel, Mat. xxiii. 35.3~his heart was upright, and his life. 


was pious ; he was one of thofe whom .God’s countenance 
bebolds, Pfal. xi. 7. and whofe prayer is therefore his delight, 
Proy. xv. 8: God-had re/pc&1o-bim as a-holy man, and 


therefore to bis cffering as a holy offering. The tree muft be.. 


good elfe the finit cannot-be pleafing to the heart-fearching 
God. 2.) There was a difference in the offerings they 
brought. It is exprefsly faid, (Heb xi. 4.) Abel’s’ was a 
more excellent facrifice than Cain's: Either, 1/7, In the na- 
ture of it. Catn’s was only 2 facrifice of acknowledgement 


“offered to the Creator ; the. meat-offerings of the fruit: of the 


growid were no more,and for ought 1 know might have been 
offered in innocency: But Abel brought a/acrifice of atone- 
ment, the blood whereof was /heu in order to remiffion, there~ 
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_ God would thus try Adam’s - 
faith in the promife, and his obedience to the remedial law: | 
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by owning himfelf a finer, deprecating God’s wrath, and im- 

ploring his favour in a Mediator. Or, 2¢/y, In the qualities 
of the offering. Cain brought of the fruit of the grounds 

, any thing that came next to hand, what he had not occafion 

for himfelf, or was not marketable: But Abel was curious in 

the choice of his offering ; not the lame, or the lean, or the 

refufe ; but the fir/lings of the flock, the belt he had, and the 

fat thereof, the beft of thofe belt. Hence the Hebrew doc- 
tors give it for a general rule, That every thing that is for the 

name of the good God, mutt be the goodlieft and beft. It is 

fit that he who is the Firft and Beft, fhould have the firft and 

beft of our time, ftrength, and fervice. (3.) The great diffe- 

rénce was this, That Abel offered in faith, and Cain did not. 

There was.a difference in the principle upon which they went: 
Abel offered with an eye to God’s willvas his rule, and God’s ~ 
glory as his end, and in dependance upon the promife of a 
Redeemer ; but Cain did what he did only for company, or 

to fave his credit, not in faith, and foit turned into fin to him. 
Abel was a penitent believer, like the publican that went away 
juftified. Cain was unhumbled, and his confidence was in 
himfelf; like the Pharifee who glorified himfelf, but was not 
fo much as ju/ffified before God. : 
Thirdly, Cain’s difpleafure at the difference God made be- 

tween his facrifice and Abel’s. | Cazn was very wroth: Which: 
prefently appeared in his very looks; for his countenance fell; . 
which fpeaks not fo much his. grief and difcontent, as his malice 
and rage. His fullen churlifh countenance, and a down-/ook, 
betrayed his pafhonate refentments: He carried ill-natare in 
his face,, and the /hew of his countenance witneffzd _againft 
him. This anger fpeaks, (1.) His enmity to God, and the 
indignation he had conceived againft him for making fuch a 

. difference between his offering and his brother’s. He fhould 
have been angry at himfelf for his own infidelity and hypocri- 
fy, by which he had forfeited God’s acceptance ; and his - 
countenance {bould have fa/len in repentance and holy fhame, 
as the publican’s, who would not lift up fo much as his eyes 
to heaven, Luke xvill. 13.: But inftead of that, he flies out, 
againft' God, as if he were partial and unfair in difpenfing his’ 
{miles and frowns, and as if he had done hima deal of wrong. 
Note, It is a certain fign of an unhumbled heart, to quarrel- 
with thofe rebukes which we have by our own fin brought up- 
on ourfelves. The foolifhnefs of man perverts his way ; and 
then, to make ill worfe, his heart-fretteth againf? the Lord, 
Prov. xix. 3. (2.) His envy of his brother who had the ho- 
nour to be publicly owned. ‘Thoughhis brother had no thought 
of having any flar put upon him, nor did now infult over him 
to provoke him; yet’ he conceived:a hatred of him as an ene- 
my, or (which is-equivalent) a rive/. Note, 1. It is common. 
for thofe who have- rendered themfelves unworthy of God’s 
favour by their prefumptuous firis, to have indignation again{t 
thofe who are dignified and diftinguifhed by it. ‘The Pharifees 
walked in this way ‘of Cain, when they neither entered ino 
the kingdom of God themfelves, nor /uffered thofe that were 

entering to goin, Luke xi. 52. Their eye is evil, becaufe. 
their mafter’s eye, and the eye of their fellow-fervants, is good. 
2. Envy is a fin that commonly carries with it both its own » 
difcovery in the pa/ene/s of the /ooks, and its own punifhment - 
in the roctenncfs of the bones. 


6 And the Lorp faid unto Cain, Why art 
thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fall- 
en? 7 If thou doeft well, thalt thou not be ac-- 
cepted ? and if thou doeft not well, fin lieth at 
the door. And unto thee /hail be his defire, and 
thou fhalt rule over him. 

ay Gods 


- this. 
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God is here reafoning with Cain, to convince him of the fin 
and folly of his anger and difcontent, and to bring him into a 
good temper again, that further mifchief might be prevented. 
It isan inftance of God’s patience and condefcending good- 
nefs, that he would deal thus tenderly with fo ill a man in fo 
illathing. “ He is not willing that any fhould perifh, ‘but 
that all fhould come to repentance.” Thus the father of the 


prodigal argued the cafe with the elder fon, Luke xv. 28, @°'¢.; * 


and God with thofe Ifraelites who faid, The way of the Lord 
is not equal, Ezek. xviii. 25. God puts Cain himfelf upon 
inquiring into the caufe of his difcontent, and confidering whe- 
ther it were indeed a jut caufe: Why ts thy countenance fal- 
len? Obferve, (1.) That God takes notice of all our finful 
paffions and difcontents. ‘There is not an angry look, an en- 
vious look, a fretful look, that efcapes his obferving eye. (2.) 
That moft of our finful heats and difquietments would foon va- 
nith before a {tri&t and impartial inquiry into the caufe of them, 


Why aml wroth? Is there a real caufe, a jult caufe, a pro-- 


portionable caufe for it? Why am I fo foon angry? Why fo 
very angry, and fo implacable? 


"fo reduce Cain to his right mind again, it is here made e- 


vident to him, Fir/, That he had no reafon to be angry at 
God ; for he had proceeded according to the fettled and inva- 
-riable rules of government, fuited to a {tate of probation. He 
fets before men life and death, the blefling and the curfe ; and 
then renders to them according to their works, and differén- 
ceth them according as they difference themfelves, fo fhall their 
doom be. The rules are jv// ; and therefore his ways accord- 
ing to thofe rules muft needs be egua/, and he will be juftified 
when he {peaks. 

[1.] God fets before Cain life and a bleffing. 
doeft well, fhalt thou not be accepted ?” No doubt thou fhalt; 
nay, thou knowe(t thou fhalt. . Either, 1. [f thou hadf done 
wel/ as thy brother did, thou fhouldeft have been accepted as 
he was. God ts no refpecter of perfons, hates nothing that he 
has made, denies his favour to none but thofe that have for- 
feited it; is an enemy to none but thofe who by fin have made 
him their enemy: So that if we come fhort of acceptance with 


him, we mutt thank ourfelves, the fault is wholly our own; if . 


we had done our duty, we had not miffed of his mercy. This 
- will juftify God in the deftrudtion of finners, and will aggra- 
_ wate their ruin; there is not a damned finner in hell, but ¢f he 
had done well, as he might have done, had been a glorified 
faint in heaven. Every mouth will fhortly be {topped with 
Or, 2. Lf now thou do well: If thou repent of thy 
fin, reform thy heart and life, and bring thy facrifice in a bet- 
ter manner; if thou not only do that which is good, but do it 
weil, thou fhalt yet be accepted; thy fin fhall be pardoned, 
thy comfort and honour reftored, and all fhall be well. See 
here the effect of a Mediator’s interpofal between God and 
man: We do not ftand upon the footing of the firft covenant, 
which left no room for repentance, but God is come upon new 
terms with uns: Though we have offended, if we repent and 
return, we fhall find mercy. -See how early the gofpel was 


preached, and the benefit of it here offered even to one of the 


chief of finners. is 

[2.] He fets before him death andacurfe: Butif not well, 
feeing thou did/# not do well, not offer in faith, and in a right 
manner, fin hes at the door; i.e, fin was imputed to thee, 
and thou waft frowned upon and rejected asa finner. So high 
a charge had not been laid at thy door, if thou hadft not brought 
‘it upon thyfelf by mot doing well. Or, as it is commonly ta- 
ken, /f now thou doft not do well, if thou perfift in this wrath, 
and, inftead of humbling thyfelf before God, harden thyfelf a- 
gainft him, fin Lies at the door: Thatis, 1. Further fin. ‘* Now 
anger is in thy heart, murder is at the door.” The way of 
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"abominations, Lev. Xvi. 30. 


“Tf thou | 


Chap. IV. 


fin is down-hill, and men go from bad to worfe. They who 
do not facrifice we//, but are carelefs and remifs in their devo- 
tion to God, expofe themfelves to the worlt temptations, and 
perhaps the moft feandalous fia tes at the door. ‘Vhey who 
do not keep Gods ordinances are in danger of commuting all 
Qr, 2. The punifhment of fins 
So near akin are fin and punt/hment, that the fame word in 
Hebrew fignifies both. If fin be harboured in the houfe, the 
curfe waits at the door, like a bailiff ready to arreft the finner 
whenever he looks out. It /es as if it flept; but it lies at the 
door, where it will foon be awaked, and then it will appear that 
the damnation fluinbered not. Sin will find thee cut, Numb. 
xxxii. 23. Yet fome chufe to underftand this alfo as an in- 
timation of mercy: “* If thou do not well, fin, 7. 6. the /z- 
offering, lies at the door, and thou mayelt take the benefit of 
it.” The fame word fignifies fin, and a facrifice for fin. 
“« Though thou halt not done well, yet do not defpair, the re- 
medy is at hand: The propitiation is not far to feek ; lay hold 
‘on it, and the iniquity of thy holy things fhall be forgiven 
thee.” Chrift, the great Sin-offering, is‘faid to land at the 
door, Rev. iii. 20.3 and thofe well deferve to perifh in their 
fins that will not go to the door foran intereft in the fin-offer. 
ing. All this confidered, Cain had no reafon to be angry at 
God, but at himfeif only. 

Secondly, He fhews him that he had no reafon to be angry 
at his brother: Unto thee shall be his defire. “* He thall 
continue his refpeét to thee as an elder brother: aad thou, as 
the firft-born, fhalt rude over him as much as ever.’? God's ac- 


ceptance of Abel’s offering did not transfer the birth-right to 


him, (which Cain was jealous of,) nor put upen him that ex- 
cellency of dignity and excellency of power which is faid to 
belong to it, Gen. xlix. 3. God did not fo zntend it, Abel 


did not fo swterpret it, there was no danger of its being im- - 


proved to Cain’s prejudice ; why then fhould he be fo much 
exafperated ? Obferve here, r. That the difference which God’s 
grace makes, doth not alter the diftinc@iions which God’s pro- 


-vidence makes, but preferves them, and obliges ‘us to do the 
duty which refults from them: Believing'fervants mutt be o- - 


bedient to unbelieving mafters. Dominion is not founded in 
grace, nor will religion warrant difloyalty or difrefpe& in any 
relation. 2. That the jealoufies which civil powers have fome- 
times conceived of the true worfhippers of God as dangerous 


to their goverriment, enemies to Czfar, and hurtful to kings _ 


and provinces, (on which fufpicion perfecutors having ground- 
ed their rage againft them,) are very unjuft and unreafonable. 
Whatever pretenders are, it is certain good Chriftians are the 
beft fubjeéts, and the quicteft in the land; their defire is to- 
wards their governors, and they fhall rule over them. 


8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: 
and it came to pafs when they were in the field, 


that Cain rofe up againft Abel his brother, and _ 


flew him. 


We have here the progrefs of Cain’s anger, and the iffue of 
it in Abel’s murder ; which may be copfidered two ways. 

Firff, As Cain’s fir: And a fearlet crimfon it was; a fin 
of the firft magnitude, a fin againft the light and law of nature, 
and which the confciences even of bad men have ftartled at. 
See in it, (£.) lhe fad effects of fin’s entrance into the world, 
and into the hearts of men: See what a root of bitterne/s the 
corrupt nature is, which 4ears this gall.and wormwood. A-« 
dam’s eating forbidden fruit feemed but a little fin, but it open- 
ed the door to the greateft. (2.) A fruit of the enmity which 
is in the /eed of the ferpent againft the feed of the woman. 
As Abel leads the van in. the noble army of martyrs, Matth. 
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“Chap. PV. : 


~ xxiii. 35, fo Cain flands in the front of the ignoble army of 

_perfecutors, Jude 11. So early did he that ways after the 
free perfecute him that was after the fpirit; and fo itis now 
more or lefs, Gal. iv. 23+; and fo it will be till the war fhall 
end in the eternal falvation of all the faints, and the eternal 
perdition of all that hate them. (3.) See alfo what comes of 
envy, hatred, malice, and ail uncharitablene/s :. If they be 
indulged and cherifhed in the foul, they are in danger of in- 

~ yolying men in the horrid guilt of murder itfelf. Rafh anger 
is heart-murder, Mat. y. 21, 22. much more is malice fo: 
He that hates his brother is already a murderer before God ; 
and if God leave him to himfelf, he wants nothing but an op- 
portunity of being a murderer before the world. 

Many were the ageravations of Cazn’s fin. 1, It was his 
brother, his own brother, that he murdered ; his oan mother’s 
fon, (Pfal. 1, 20.) whom he ought to have loved; his younger 

- brother, whom he ought to have protected. 2d/, He was a 
good brother ; one that had never done him any wrong, nor 
given him ,the leaft provocation in word or deed: but one 
whofe defire had been always towards him, and who had been 
in all inftances dutiful and refpeftful to him. 3¢/y, He had 
fair warning given him before of this: God himfelf had told 
him what woald come of it, yet he perfifted in his’ barbarous 
defien. 4thiy, It fhould feem that he covered it with a fhew 

- of friendfhip and kindnefs. He talked with Abel his brother, 
freely and familiarly, left he fhould fufpe&t danger, and keep 
eut of his reach.- Thus Joab kiffed Abner, and then killed 
him ; Abfalom feafted Amnon, and then killed him. The 
Septuagint tell us, he faid to Abel, Let us go into the field: 
If fo, we are fure Abel did not underftand it (according to the 


modern fenfe) as a challenge, elfe he would not have accepted 


it; but as a brotherly invitation to go together to their work. 
_ The Cha/dee paraphraft adds, That Cain, when they were in 
difcourfe in the field, maintained that there was no. judgment 
to come, no future ftate, no rewards and punifhments in the 
other world; and that when Abel fpoke in defence of the 
truth, Cain took that occafion to.fall upon him.~ However, 
sthly, That which the {cripturé tells us was the reafon where- 
fore he flew him, was a fufficient aggravation of the murder ; 
it was becaufe his own works were evil, and bis brother's 
- righteous; So that herein he fhewed himfelf to be of that 
wicked one, i John ill. 12. a child of the devil, as being-an 
enemy to all rigiteou/nefs, even in his own brother ; and in 
this employed immediately by the deftroyer.. Nay, 6/h/y, In 
killing his brother, he direétly ftruck at God himfelf; for God’s 
accepting of Abel was the provocation pretended, and for that 
very reafon he hated Abel, becaufe God loved him. 7th/y, 
The murder of Abel was the more inhuman, becaufe there 
were now fo few men in the world to replenifh it. The life 
of a man is precious at any time ; but it was in a fpecial man- 
ner precious now, and could ill be fpared. 

Secondly, As Abel’s fuffering. Death reigned ever fince 
‘Adam finned, but we read not of any taken captive by him 
till now: And now, [1.] The firft that dies is a /acnt, one 
that was accepted and beloved of God; to fhew, that though 
the Promifed Seed was fo far to deftroy him that had the 
power of death, as to fave believers from its fing, yet that {till 
they fhould be expofed to its robe. The firft that went to 
the.grave, went to heaven: God would fecure to himfelf the 
firft-fruits, the firft-born to the dead, that firft opened the womb 
into another world. Let this take off the terror of death, that 


it was betimes the lot of God’s chofen, which alters the pro- | 


periy Of it. Nay, [2.] The firft that dies is @ martyr, and 
dies for his religion ;. and of fuch it may more truly be faid 


‘than of foldiers, that they die in the bed of honour: Abel's 


death has not only no curfe in it, but it has a crown in it; fo 
VoL. I. 


‘rebellion to his fin. 
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admirably Well is the property of death altered, that it is not 


only become innocent and inoffenfive to thofe that die i Chrz/?, 
but honourable and glorious to thofe that die fur him. Let 
us not think it flrange concerning the fiery trial, nor fhrink if 
we be called to refi? unto b/ood; for we know there isa crown. 
of life for all that are faithful unto death. 4 


9 And the Lorn faid unto Cain, Where is 
Abel thy brother? And he faid, I know not: 
am 1 my brother’s keeper? 10 And he faid, 
What haft thou done? the voice of thy bro- 
ther’s blood crieth unto me fromthe ground. 
11 And now art thou cuifed from the earth, 
which hath opened her mouth to receive thy 
brother’s blood from thy hand. 1:2 When thou 
tilleft the ground, it {hall not henceforth yield 
unto thee her ftrength. A fugitive and a va- 
gabond fhalt thou be in the earth. 


We have here a full account of the trial and condemnation. 
of the firft murderer. Civil courts of judicature not being yet 
erected for this purpofe, (as they were after, Gen. ix. 6.) God 
himfelf fits Judge ; for he is’ the God to whom vengeance be= 
tongs, and who will be fure to make zxguifition for blood, e- 
fpecially the blood of faints. 

Obferve, Fir/, The arraignment of Cain: The Lord faid 
unto Cain, Where 1s Abel thy brother? Some think Cain 
was thus examined the next fabbath after the murder commit: 
ted, when rhe fons of God came as ufual to prefent them/elves 
before the Lord in a religious affembly, and Abel was mifling, 
whofe place did not ufe to be empty ; for the God of heaven 
takes notice who is prefent at, and who is abfent from public 
ordinances. Cain is afked, not only becaufe there was juft caufe 
to fufpeét him, he having difcovered a malice againft Abel, and 
having been laft with him, but becaufe God knew him to be 
guilty: Yet he afks him, that he might draw from him a con-- 
feflion of his crime ; for thofe who would be juftified before 
God, mutt aecufe themfilves, and the penitent will do fo. 

Secondly, Cain’s plea. He pleads, Not guilty ; and adds 
For, (1.) He endeavours to cover a de- 
liberate murder with a deliberate'lie: J know not. He knew 
well enough what was become of Abel, and yet had the im- 
pudence to deny it. ‘Thus in Cain the devil was both a mur- 
derer and a liar from the beginning. See how finners minds 
aré blinded, and their hearts hardened, by the deceitfulnefs of 
fin: ‘Chofe are ftrangely b/nd that think it poflible to conceal 
their fins from a God thatfees all; and thofe are ftrangely 
hard that think it defirable to conceal them from a God who 
pardons thofe only that confefs: (2.) He impudently charges 
his Judge with folly and injuftice in putting this queftion to him, 
Am I my brothers keeper 2? Re fhould have humbled himfelf, 
and have faid, im not [ my brothers murderer 2 Buthe flies 
in the face of God himfelf, as if he had afked him an imper- 
tinent queftion which he was no way obliged to give an anfwer 
to: * dm I my brothers becper’? Sure he is old enough to 
take care of himfelf, nor did I ever take any charge of him.” 
Some think he refieéts on God and his providence; g. d; Art 
not thon his Keeper? If he be miffing, on thee be the blame, 
and not on me who never undertook to keep him.’?’ Note, 
‘T hat a charitable concern for our brethren as their keepers, is 
a great duty which is {tritly required of us, but is generally ne- 
glected by us. They who’are unconcerned in the concern- 
ments of their brethren, and take no care when they have op- 
portunity to prevent their hurt in their bodies, goods, or good 


name; 
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name, efpecially in their fouls, do in cffe@ {peak -Cain’s lan- 
-puage. See-Lev. xix. 17. Phil>ii. 4. 

Thirdly, The conviétion of Cain, ver. 10. God gave no 
dire&t anfwer to his queftion, but rejects his plea as falfe and 
frivolous: What haf thou done 2? “ Thou makeft a light mat- 
ter of it; but haft thon confidered what an evil thing it is ? 
how deep the ftain, how heavy the burden of this guilt is ? 
Thou thinkeft to conceal it, but it is to no purpofe, the evi- 
dence again{t thee is clear and inconteftable, The voice of thy 
brother’s blood cries.” He {peaks as if the blood itfelf were 
both witnefs and profecutor, becaufe God’s own knowledge 
teftified againft him, and God’s own juftice demanded fatisfac- 
tion. Obferve here, (1.) That murder is a crying fin; none 
more fo. Blood calls for blood, the blood of the murdered 
for the blood of the murderer. It cries, in the dying words 
of Zechariah, (2 Chron. xxiv. 22.) The Lord look upon it 
and require it; or thofe of the fouls under the altar, (Rev. 
vi. 10.) How long, Lord, holy and true? The patient fuf- 
ferers cried for pardon, Father, forgive them ; but their blood 
ries for vengeance. Though they hold their peace, their 
‘blood has a loud and conf{tant cry, which the ear of the righ- 
~ teous God is always open to. (2.) The blood is faid to cry 
_ rom the ground; the earth, which is faid, (ver. 11.) to open 
her mouth to receive his brother's blood from his hand. The 
earth did as it were blufh to fee her own face {tained with fuch 
blood, and therefore opened her mouth to Azde that which fhe 
could not Aiader. When the heaven revealed his sniquity, 


. the earth alfo rofe up again/? him, (Job xx. 27.) and groaned | 


for being thus made /udje% to vanity, Rom. villi. 20, 22. 
Cain, it is likely, buried the blood and the body, to conceal 
his crime; but murder will out. He did not bury them fo 
deep but the cry of them, reached heaven. 3.) In the ori- 
ginal, the word is plural, thy brotber’s bloods : Not only his 
blood, but the blood of all thofe that might have defcended 
front him: Or, the blood of all the feed of the woman, who 
fhould.in like manner feal the truth with their blood ; Chrift 
puts all on one fcore, Matt. xxiii. 35.: Or, becaufe account 


was kept of every drop of blood thed. How well is it for us - 


that the blood of Chrilt /peaks better things than that of Abel? 
Heb. xii. 24. Abel’s Hlood cried for vengeance, Chrift’s 
blood cries for pardon. . ‘ 
Fourthly, "Phe fentence pafled upon Cain: nd now. art 
| thou curfed from the earth, ver. 11. Obferve here, (1.) He 
ts curfed; feparated to all evil, laid under the wrath of God 
as it is revealed from heaven again{t ail ungodlinefs and wn- 
righteou/ne/s.of men, Rom. i. 18. “Who knows the extent 
and weight of a divine curfe, how far it reaches, how deep it 
pierces? God’s pronouncing a man cnrfed, makes him fo; for 
thofe wkom he curfes; they are curfed indeed. The curfe for 
Adam’s difobedience terminated on the ground, Curfed is the 
ground forthy fake; but that for Cain’s rebellion fell imme- 
diately upon himfelf, Thou art curfed: For God had mercy 
in ftore for Adam, but none for Cain. We have all deferved 
this curfe; and it is only in Chrift that believers are faved 
' from it, and inherit the blefling, Gal. ii, 10,13. (2.) He 
is cutfed from the earth. Thence the cry came up to God, 
thence the curfe came up to Cain. God could have taken 
vengeance by an immediate ftroke from heaven, by the fword 
of an angel, or by a thunderbolt: But he chofe to make the 
earth the avenger of blood; to continue him upog the earth, 
and not prefently to cut him off, and yet to make even that 
his curfe. The earth is always near us, we cannot fly from 
its fo that if that be the executioner of divine wrath, it is un- 
avoidable; ‘it is fiz (that is, the punifhment of jin) lying at the 
door. Cain found his punithment: there where he chofe his 
portion and fet his heart, 


’ thus toffed. 


"vided we do not think. it wapardonable,. 


Chap. IV. = 


Two things we expe@ from the earth, and by this curfe. 
both are denied to Cain, and taken from him; /u/lenance and 


Settlement. 


[1.] Sufenance out of the earth is here with-held from. 
him. ‘It is a curfe upon him ia his enjoyments, and particu- 
larly in his calling: When chou tilleft the ground, tt [hail not 
henceforth yield unto thee her firength. Note, Every crea- 
ture is to us what God makes it ; a comfort or a crofs, a blef- 
fing’or a curfe. If the earth yreld not her-firength to us, we 
muft therein acknowledge God’s righteoufnefs, for we have. 
not yielded our ftrength to him. The ground was curled be-. 
fore to Adam, but it was now doubly curfed to Cain. That 
part of it which fell to his fhare, and which he had the occu- - 
pation of, was made unfruitful and uncomfortable to him by 
the blood of Abel. Note, The wickednefs of the wicked 


brings a curfe upon all they do, and all they have, Deut. _ 


Xxvill. 15, G’c.; and that curfe embitters all they 4ave, and 
difappoints them in all they do. fe ; 
[2.] Settlement on the earth is here denied him: 4 fugi- 
tive anda vagabond fhalt thou be in the earth. By this he 
was here condemned, 1/7, To perpetual di/grace and reproach | 
among men. It fhould be ever looked upon as a fcandalous 
thing to harbour him, converfe with him, or fhew him any 
countenance. And juftly was'a man that had divefted him- 
felf of all humanity, abhorred and abandoned by all mankind, 
and/made infamous. 2d/y, To perpetual difquietment and 


horror in his own mind. His own guilty confcience fhould. 


haunt him wherever he went, and make him Magor-miffabib, 
a terror round about. What reft can thofe find, what fettle- 
ment, that carry their own difturbance with (them in their bo- 
foms wherever they go? They muft needs. be fugitives that are 
There is not a more reftlefs figtlive upon earth | 
than he that is continually purfued by his own guilt, nor a viler: 


‘vagabond than he'that is at the beck of his own lufts. . 


This was the fentence paffed upon Cain : And even in this. 


there was mercy mixed, that he was not immedjatély cut off, 
but had fpace’ given him to repent, for God zs /ong- ufering tor 


a, JOT! OH 


us-ward, and not willing that any foould perifh. 


~13 And Cain faid unto the Lorp, My punith- 
ment 7s greater than Ican hear. 14 Behold,. 
thou haft driven me out this day. fronrthe face of - 
the earth: and from thy face fhall I be hid, and. — 
I fhall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth, _ 
and it fhalk come to pafs, that every one that 
findeth me, fhall flay me. 15 And the Lorp faid_ 
unto. him, Therefore whofoever flayeth Cain, 
vengeance fhall be taken on him feven-fold.. 
And the Lorp fet a mark upon Cain, left any. 
finding him fhould kill him. | | 


B We have here a-further account of the proceedings againft’ 
ain, x ar 
Firft, Here is Cain’s complaint of the fentence pafled upon. _ 
him as hard and fevere. Some make him to fpeak the lan-- 
guage of defpair; and read it, Mine iniquity is.greater than that 
it may be forgiven: And fo what he faith is a reproach and: - 
affront to the mercy of God, which thofe only fhall haye the 
benefit of that hope in it. There is forgivenefs with the God 
of pardons for the greateft fins and finners, but they. forfeit it 
who defpair of it. Juft now Cain made nothing of his fin, but. ~ 
now he is in the other extreme: Satan drives his vaffals from 
prefumption to defpair. We cannot think too, bad of fin, pro~ 
But Cain feems ra~ 
ther 


Chap. IV. ae 


_ ther to fpeak the language of indignation: My puni/hment ts 
‘greater than Ican bear: And fo what he faith is a reproach 
and affront to the juftice of God; and a complaint, not ‘of the 
-greatnefs of his fin, but the extremity of his punifhment, as if 
that were difproportionable to his merits. Inftead of juftifying 
God in the fentence, he condemns him; not accepting the pu- 
nifhment of his iniquity, but quarrelling with it. Note, im- 


~ penitent, unhumbled hearts, are therefore not reclaimed by | 


God’s rebukes, becaufe they think themfelves wronged by them; 
and it is an evidence of great hardnefs, to be more concerned 
about our fufferings than about -our,fins. Pharaoh’s care was 
concerning this death only, not this fin, Exod. x. 17. So was 
Cain’s here. He is a “ving man, and yet complains of the 
punifhment of his fin, Lam. iii. 29, He thinks himfelf rigo- 
roufly dealt with, when really he is favourably treated ; and 
ertes out of wrong, when he has more reafon to admire that 
~ he is out of hell. Wo unto him that thus firives with his 
Maker, and enters into judgment with his Judge! 

Now, to juftify this complaint, obferve his defcants upon the 
fentence. (1.) He fees himfelf excluded by it from the favour 
of his God; and concludes, That being curfed, he was bid 
from God’s face: And that isindeed the true nature of God's 
curfe ; damned finners find it fo, to whom it is faid, Depart 


_ from.me, ye curfed.’ Thofe are curfed indeed, that are for 
ever fhut out, from God’s love and care, and from all hopes of 


his grace. (2.)-He fees himfelf expe//ed from all the comforts 
of this life; and concludes, That being a fugitive, he was in 
effect driven out this day from the face of the earth. As 
‘good have vo place on earth, as not have a /ett/ed place. Bet- 
ter reft in the grave, than not reft at all. -(3.) He fees him- 
felf excommunicated by it, and cut off from the church, and 
ferbidden to attend on public ordinances. His hands being 
Jull of blood, he mult bring no more vain oblations, Va. i. 
13,15. Perhaps this he means when he complains that he 
was driven out from the face of the earth, (for being {hut out 
of the church which none*had yet deferted, he was in effect 
chafed out of the world,) and that he was Aid from Goa’s 
face, being not admitted to come wth the fons of God to pre- 
sent himfelf before the Lord. (4.) He fees himfelf expofed 
by it to the hatred and ill-will of all mankind. Jt /ba// come 
to pa/s, that every one that finds me fhall flay me. Where- 
ever he wanders, he goes in peril of his life; at leaft, he thinks 
fo; and, like a man in debt, thinks every one he meets_a bai- 
liff. . There were none alive but his near relations ; yet even 
of them he is juftly afraid, who had himfelf been fo barbarous 
to his own brother.. Some read it, What/oever finds me /hall 
flay me; not only whofoever among men, but what/vever a- 
mong all the creatures: Seeing himfelf thrown out of God’s 
protection, he fees the whole creation armed again{ft him. Note, 
Unpardoned guilt fills men-with continual terrors, Prov. xxviii. 
1, Job xv. 20, 21. Pfal. lil. 5. It is better fear and: not fin, 
than fin and then fear. ‘Dr Lightfoot thinks this word of 
Cain fhould be read as a wifh: Now therefore let tt be, that 
any that finds me may kill me. Being bitter in foul, he /ongs 
Sor death, but it comes not, Job tii, 20, 21,22.; as thofe un- 
der fpiritual zorments do, Rev. ix. 5, 6. 
“Secondly, Here is God’s confirmation of the fentence, ver. 
15.3 for when he judges, he will overcome. Obferve, 
1ff, How Cain is prorecied in wrath, by this declaration no- 
tified, we may fuppofe, to all that little world which was then 


in being, Whofoever flayeth Cain, vengeance fhall be taken 


on him feven-fold, becaufe thereby the fentence he was under, 
that he fhould be a fugitsve and a vagabon?, would be defeat- 


ed. ‘Condemned prifoners are under the fpecial protection of — 
the law: They that are appointed facrifices to public juftice, | 


muft not be facrificed to private revenge. God having faid in 


~thufael begat Lamech. 


? 
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Cain’s cafe, Vengeance is mine, f will repay, it had been a 
daring ufarpation for any man to take the fword out of God’s 
hand, a contempt put upon an exprefs declaration of God's 
mind, and therefore avenged feyen-fold. Note, God has wife 
and holy ends in: proteéting and prolonging the lives even of 
very wicked men. God deals with fome according to that 
prayer, Pfal. lix. 11. Slay them.not, left my people forget: 
Scatier them by thy power. Had Cain been flain prefently, 
he had been forgotten, Eccl. viii. 10.; but now he lives a more 
fearful and lafting monument of God’s juftice, hanged in chains 
as it were. ¥ 

2d/), How he is marked in wrath. The Lord fet a mark 
upon Cain, to diftinguifh him from the reft of mankind, and to 
notify that this is the man that murdered his brother, whom 
nobody mutt burt, but every body muft soot at. God, ftig- 
matized him, as fome malefactors are burnt in the cheek, and 
put upon him fuch a vifible and indelible a mark of infamy and 
difgrace, as would make all wife people fhun him, fo that he 
could not be otherwife but a fugitive and a vagabond, and the 


of -foouring of all things. ene Oa 


16 | And Cain went out from the prefence 


of the Lorp, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on 


the eaft of Eden. 17 And Cain knew his wife, 
and fhe conceived and bare Enoch: and he 
builded a city, and called the name of the city, 
after the name of his fon, Enoch. 18 And unto 
Enoch was born Irad: and Irad begat Mehu- 
jael: and Mehujael begat Methufael: and Me- 


i 


We have here a further account of Cain, and what became 
of him after he was rejected of God. 
_ Firft, He tamely fubmitted to that part of his fentence by” 
which he was hid from God’s face: For, ver. 16. he went 
out from the prefence of the Lord; i.e. He willingly re- 
nounced God and religion, and was content to difclaim its pri- 
vileges, fo that he might not be under its precepts. He fore: 
fook Adam’s, family and altar, and caft off all pretenfions to 
the fear of God, and never eame among good people, nor at- 
tended on God’s ordinances any more. Note, Hypocritical 
profeflors, that have diflembled and trifled with God Almighty, 
are juftly left to themfelves to do fomething that is grofsly 
fcandalous, and fo to throw off that furm of godhinefs which 


‘they have been a reproach to, and under colour of which they 


have denied the power of tt. Cain ‘went.out now from the 
prefence of the Lord, and we never find that he came into it 
again to his comfort. . Hell is defrudion from the prefence of 
the Lord, 2 Thef.i. 9.: 1t is a perpetual banifhment from the 
fountain of all good. Thisvis finners choice ; and fo hall their 
doom be, to their eternal confufion. : 

Secondly, He endeavoured to confront that patt of thefen-. ° 
tence by which he was made a fugitive and vagabond. For, 

(4-] He chofe his land. He went and dwe/t on the eajft- 
of Eden ; fomewhere diftant from the place where Adam and 
his religious family refided, diftinguifhing himfelf and his ac- 
curfed generation from the holy feed; his camp from the camp 
of the faints and the beloved city, Rev. xx. 9.’ On the caf 
of Eden the cherubim was with the flaming fword, chap. iii. 
6.3 there he chofe his lot, as it were to defy the terrors of the 
Lord. But his attempt to /ecs/e was in vain; for the land he 
dwelt in-was to him the land of Nod, 2. e. of /haking or trem- 
bling, becaufe.of the continual. reltlefsaefs and uaeafinefs of 
his own fpirit. Note, Thofe that depart from God cannot find 
reft any where elfe, When Cain went out from the prefence 
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of the Lord, he never refted after. 'Thofe that fhut themfelves 
out of heaven, abandon themfelves to a perpetual trembling. 
Return therefore to thy reff, O my Souk, to thy reft in God, 
elfe thou art for ever reftlefs. hs 
[2.] He built him a city. for‘an habitation, ver, 17. He 
was buttding a city, fo fome read it; ever building its but a 
curfe being upon him and the work of his hands, he could not 
finifh it. Or, as we read it, He bui/ded a city, in token of a 
fixed fettled feparation from the church of God, to which he 
had no thoughts of ever returning. This city was to be the 
~ head quarters of the apoftacy. Obferve here, (1.) Cain’s de- 
fiances of the divine fentence. God faid, he fhould be a fv- 
giuve and a vagabond: Had he repented and humbled him- 
felf, that curfe might have been turned into a blefling, as that 
of the tribe of Levi was, that they fhould be: divided in Facob 
and featiervd in Irae/; but his impenitent unhumbled heart 
walking contrary to God and refolving to fix in {pite of hea- 
ven, that which might have been a-bleffing turned into a curfe, 
(2.) See what was,Cain’s choice after he had forfaken God; 
he pitched upon a /%tr/ement in this world, as his re{t for ever. 
They who looked for the heavenly city, on earth chofe .to 
dwell in tabernacles; but Cain, as one that minded” not: that 
city, built him one on earth. "Fhey that are curfed ‘of God, 
are apt to feck their fettlement and fatisfaGtion here below, 
Pfal. xvii. 14. 
himfelf again{t the terrors with which he was perpetually haun- 
ted. He undertook this building to divert his thoughts from 
the confideration of his own mifery, and to drown the cla- 
~mours of a puilty confcience with the noife of axes and ham- 
mers. Thus many. bafile their convictions, by thrulting them- 
felves into a hurry of worldly bufinefs. (4.) See how. wicked 
people often get the ftart of God’s people, and outgo them in 
outward profperity. Cain and his curfed race dwell in a city ; 


while Adam and his bleffed family dwell in tents ; weycan-" 


not judge of-/ove or hatred by ail that ts. before us, Eccl. ix. 
apes 

T hirdl;, His family alfo was bailt up. Here isan account 

- of his profperity, at leaft the heirs of his family, for feven ge- 
-nerations. “His fon was Enoch; of the fame name, but not 
-of the fame charaéter, with that holy man that walked with 
God, chap. v. 22. Good men and bad may bear the fame 
names : but God can diftinguifh between Judas [ecariot, and 
Judas not Ifcariot, John xiv.22. The names of more of his 
pofterity are mentioned, and but juft mentioned ; not as thofe 
of the holy feed, chap. v. where we have three verfes concern- 
ing each, whereas here we have three or four in one verfe. 
They are numbered in hafte, as not valued or delighted in, in 
comparifon with Ged’s. chofen. 


19 ¢ And Lamech took unto him two wives: 


-the name of the one was Adah, and the name 
of the other Zillah. 20And Adah bare Jabal: he 


‘was the father of fuch as dwell in gents, and of 


Such as bave cattle, 21 And his brothers name 
was Jubal: he was the father of all fuch-as 
handle the harp. and organ. 22 And Zillah, 
fhe alfo bare Tubal-cain, an inftructer of every 
artificer in brafs and iron: and the fitter of 
Tubal-cain was Naamah. 


We have here fome particulars concerning Lamech, the 
feventh from Adam in the line of Cain. Obferve, “ 

Firft, His marrying of two wives. It was one of the de- 
generate race of Cain who firft tranfgreffed that original law 
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(3-) See what method Cain took to-defend — 


| Jubal their Apollo. - 


* va 


of marriage, that ¢wo om/y fhould be one i>. Hitherto one- 
man had but one wife at a time, but Lamech took ‘wo. 
From the beginning it.was not fo, Mal. in. 15. Mat. xix. 5. 
See here, [1.] That thofe who defert God’s church and or- 


dinances, lay themfelves open to all manner of temptation. — 


[2.] That when an ill cultom is bégun:by ill men, fometimes: 
men of better characters are, through unwarinefs, drawn in to 


follow'them: Jacob, David, and many: others, who were o- 


therwife good men, were afterwards enfnared in this fin which 
Lamech had begun. zig 
Secondly, His: happinefs in his children notwithftanding- 
this. Though he finned in marrying two wives, yet he way 
bleffed with children by both: And thofe fuch' as-lived to be 
famous in:their generation, not for their piety; no mention is, 


made of that, for ought appears they were the Heathen of that: 


age ; but for their ingenuity. They were not only themfelves- 


’ men of-bufinefs, but men that were ferviceable to the world, 
and eminent for the invention, or-at leaft the improvement cf © 
‘fome ufeful arts. : lt $0 rab 


E. Jabal was a- famous: fhéphered. He delighted much: 


himéfelf in Aeeping cattle 3 and-was fo happy Gin devifing-me~- ~ 


thods of doing it to the beft advantage, and tinftrudting others. 
in them, that the fhepherds of thofe times, nay;!the fhepherds- 
of after-times, called him father: Or perhaps his children af- 


was a family of fhepherds.. A 


nift, -and the firft that gave rules for that noble art‘orm{cience 
of mufic.. When Jabal had-fet them. inca way to be-rich; Ju- 
bal put them in a way'to be merry. © Thofe that /pend their 
days in weatth, will not be: without the tmbre/ and harp, 
Job xxi, 42,.13. From his name Fuba/. probably the jubile- 
trumpet was fo called; for the beft mufic was that which pro-. 
claimed liberty and redemption. 


3. Tubal-cain was a. famous fmith, who greatly improved 


“the art of working in brafs and iron, for the fervice both of 


war and hufbandry.. He was their Vulcan. See here, (r.) 
That worldly things are the only things that’ carnal wicked. 
people fet their hearts’ upon, and are moft ingenious and indu& 
trious about. So it was with this impious race of curfed Cain. 
Here was a father of fhepherds, and a father of muficians; but 
not a father of the faithful: Here is one to teach in brafs and 
iron, 
Here are devices how to be rich, and how to be mighty, and 
how to be merry ; but nothing of God,.or of. his fear and fer- 


~vice, among them.  Prefent. things fill the heads of moft peo- . ‘ 


ple. (2.) That even thofe who are deftitute of the knowledge 
and grace of God, yet may be endued with-many excellent. 
ufeful accomplifhments, which may make them famous and 
ferviceable in their generation. Common ‘gifts are given to 


bad men, while God chufeth to himfelf the fooli/h things of 
the world. 


23 And Lamech faid unto his. wives, Adah : 


and ‘Lillah, Hear my voice, ye wives of Lamech, 


hearken unto my f{peech: for I have flain aman. 
to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt. - 
24 If Cain. fhall be avenged feven-fold, truly — 


Lamech feventy and feven-fold. 


By this fpeech of Lamech, which is here recorded, tad 
probably was much talked of in thofe times, he further appears 


to have been an ill man, as Cain’s accurfed race generally 
were. : nis 


Be 


= 
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ter him, being brought up to the fame employment, the family~ ’ 


2. Jubal:.was a famous mufician, andcparticularly an‘orga< — 


Jabal was their Pan, and - 


‘but none to teach the good knowledge: of the. Lord : - 


ephee Ober, 
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Chap. Iv. 


__ of others in the like finful ways, Eccl. viii. 11. 
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- Obferve, [1.] How haughtily and imperioufly he {peaks 0 | called hisname Enos: then began men to call. 


’ his wives, as one that expected a mighty regard and obfer- 


vances Flear my voice, ye wives of Lamech. He that-had 
broke the law of marriage in taking’ two wives, no’ marvel if 
he broke another law of that relation, which obliged him to be 
kind and tender to thofe he had taken, and to give honour to 
the wife, as to the weaker-veffil. Thofe are not always the 
-moft careful to do their own duty, that are moft high in their 
‘demands of refpeét from others, and-moit frequent in calling 
upon their relations to know theirplaces and do their duty. 


[2.] How bloody and barbarous he was to all about him. | 


Thave flain, or (as itis in the margin).I would flay a man 
in my wound, -and a young man in my hurt, He owns him- 
felf aman of a fierce and cruel difpofition, that would lay a- 
bout him without mercy, and kill and flay all that ftood in his 
Way; be it aman ora young man, nay, though he himfelf 
were in danger to be wounded and hurt in the. fray. Some 
think, becaufe-(ver. 24.) he compares himfelf with Cain, that 


“he had murdered fome of the holy feed, the true worthippers 


of God; and this he acknowledges to be the wownding of his 
confcience}and vhe hurt of his foul; and yet, like Cain, he 
‘continues impeniteat, trembling, and yet unhumbled. | Or, his 
wives knowingywhat manner of fpirit-he was of, how apt both 
to give and to refent provocation,. were afraid le(t. fomebody 
or other would be the death of him: ‘‘ Never fear, (faith he, ) 
I defy any man to fet upon me; whoever doth, let me alone 
to make my part good with him; I will flay him, be he a 
Man, or a young man.” Note, it is a common thing for fierce 
and bloody men to glory im their /bame, Phil. iit. 19, as if it 
were both their fafety and their honour-that they care not how 


_ many lives are facrificed to'their angry refentments, nor how 


much they are bated, provided they may be fiared. Oderint 
dum metuant. n 
[3.] How impioufly he prefumes even upon God’s protec- 
tion in his wicked way, ver. 24..- He had‘ heard. that. Gazn 
Joould bel avenged feven-fold, ver. 15.0%. e. that if-any man 
dthould daresto kill Cain, he thould be feverely reckoned with 
and punifhed for fo doing, though Cain deferved to die a 
- thoufand deaths for the murder of his brother; and from hence 
he infers, that if any one fhould kill him for, the murders he 
-had committed, God would much more avenge his death: As 
if the fpecial care God took.to prolong and fecure the life of 
Cain, (for fpecialsreahons peculiar to his cafe, and indeed -for 
his forer punifhmenty as the beginnings of the damned. aré con- 
tinued,) were defigned for a protection of all murderers. Thus 
Lamech perverfely argues ; ‘* If God-provided. for the fafety 


- of Cain, much more for mine: who, though | have flain many, 
"yet never flew my own brother, and upon. no provocation as 


he did.” Note, ‘The reprieve of fome finners, and the patience 
God-exercifeth towards them, is often abufed to the hardening 
But though 
juttice ftrikes fome flaw/y, others cannot therefore be fure but 
*that they may be taken away with a fwift defruction :. Or,. if 
‘God fhould bear long with thofe who thus prefume upon his 
forbearance, they do but hereby treafure up unto themfelves 
wrath againfi the day of wrath, Now this is all we have up- 
on record in {cripture concerning the family and polterity of 
curfed Cain, till we find them all cut off and.perifhing in the 
univerfal deluge. 


25 4 And Adam knew his wife again; and 
fhe bare afon, and called his name Seth: For 
God, faid fee, hath appointed me another feed 
inftead. of Abel, whom Cain flew. 26 And to 

seth, to him alfo there was born a fon; and he 


‘ 


upodn the name of the Lorp. - 


This is the firft mention of Adam in the ftory of this chap- 
ter. No queftion the murder of Abel, and the impenitency 
and apoftacy. of Cain, were a very great grief to him and Eve; 
and the.more becaufe their own wackednc/s did now corred? 
therm, and their back{idings did reprove them. Their folly 
had’ given fin and deathyentrance into the world; and now 
they fmarted by it, being by means thereof deprived of both 
their foas in one-day, Gen. xxvii. 45. When parents are 
rieved by their children’s wickednefs, they fhould take occa- - 
fion from, thence to lament that corruption of nature which was 
derived from them, and which is the root of bitternefs.. But 
here we have that which was.a relicf to our firft parents in 
their affliction. “ 
_ Firf, God gave them-to fee the rebui/ding of their family, 
which was forely fhaken and weakened by that fad evént, 
For, (1.) They faw their feed, another feed inftead of Abel, 
ver. 26. Obferve God’s kindnefs and tendernefs towards his 
people, in his providential dealings with them: When he takes 
away oie comfort from-them, he gives them another, wfead 
of it, which may prove.a greater blefling to thera than that 
was in which they thought their lives were bound ups» "This _ 
other feed was he in whom the church was to.be built up and. 
perpetuated: And he comes mm/read of Abel; for the fuceet- 
fion of profeffors is the revival of the martyrs, and.as it were ‘ 
the refurreGtion of God’s flain witneffes. Thus we are lap 
tized forthe dead, 1 Cor.-xv.., 29.3 1. €. we ate by baptifm 
admitted into the church, for or zn/fead of thofe who by death, 
efpecially by martyrdom, are removed out of it, and we fill up 
their room. ‘They who flay God's fervants, hope by that 
means to wear out the faints of the Moff Engh: But they 
will be deceived, Chrift fhall ftill fee his feed ; God can out of 


ftones raife wp‘children for him, and make the blood of the 


martyrs the feed of the church, whofe /azds we are fure thal} « 
never be /of? for want of heirs. ‘This fon by a prophetic 
fpirit they called Seth, i. e. fet, fettled or placed, becaufe in 
his feed makind fhould continue to the end of time, and front 
him the Mefliah fhould defcend; while Cain, the head of the 
apoftacy, is made a wanderer. Seth, from whom the true 
church was to come,.is one fixed. In Chrift and_his church 
is the only érue fetilement. (2.) ‘They faw thei feeds feed, 
ver. 26. Lo Seth was born a fon called Enos, which is that’ 
‘general name for all men which fpeaks the weaknefs, frailty, 
and mifery of man’s ftate.. ‘Dhe beft men are moft fenfible of 
that both in themfelves and their children. We are never fo 


| fettled, but we muft mind ourfelyes that we are frai/, 


Seccndly, God gave them to fee the reviving of religion ‘in 
their family, ver. 26. Then began men to call upon the name 
of the Lord, \t-is {mall comfort to: a good maa to fee his 
childreas children, if he does not withal fee peace upon Lrae/, 
and thofe that come of him wa/king in the truth. Doubtlefs 
God’s name was called upon before; but now; 1. The wor- 


- fhippers of God began to fir up themfe/ves to do more in re- 


ligion than they had done; perhaps not more than had beer 
dene.at firft, but more than had:=been done of late fince the 
defection of Cain; Now-men beganto worfhip God, not on= 
ly in their clofets and families, but in. public and /olemn af- 
fembhes. Or, Now there was fo-great.a reformation in reli- 
gion, that it was as it were a-new beginning of.it. Then may: 
refer, not to the birth of Enos, but to the whole foregoing 
{tory : Then, when men faw in Cain and Lamech the fad ef 
feéts of fin, by the workings of natural confcience; then, when 
they faw God’s judgments upon fin and finners; then they 
were fo much the more lively and refolute. in: religion. The: 

worfe: 
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worfe others are, the better we fhould be, and the more zeal- 
ous. 2. The worfhippers of God. began to diftingui/h them- 
/felves; fo the margin reads it: Then began men to be called 
by the name-of the Lord, or, to call themfelves by it.: Now 
Cain, and thofe that had deferted religion, had built a city, 
and begun to declare for impiety and irreligion, and called 
themfelves the fons of men; thofe that: adhered to God, be- 
gan to declare for him.and his worfhip, and called themfelves 
the /uns of God. Now began the diftinétion between profe/- 


fors and profane, which has been kept up ever fince, and will 


be while the world ftands. 


CHAP. V. 
This chapter is the only authentic hiftory extant of the 
jwh age of the world from the creation to the flood, 
containing (according to the verity of the Hebrew 
text) 1656 years, as may eafily be computed by the 
ages of the patriarchs before they begat that fon 
through whom the line went down to Noah. This 
as none of thofe which the apofile calls endlefs ge- 
-nealogies, t Tim. i. 4. For Chrift, who was the 
end of the Old-Teftament law, was alfo the end 


of the Old-Teftament genealogies: towards him they 


looked, and in him they centred. The genealogy here 
recorded is inferted briefly in the pedigree of our Sa~ 
viour. Luke ili. 36, 37. and ts of great ufe to fbew 
that Chrift was the Seed of the woman, that was 


promifed. We-bave here an account, I. concerning — 


Adam, ver. 1,—5 . Ii. Seth, ver. 6,—8. II. Enos, 
ver. 9,—11. IV. Caiman, ver. 12,—14. V. Ma- 
halaleel, ver. 15,—17. WI. Jared, ver. 18,—20. 
WII. Enoch, ver. 21,—24. VIII. Methufelab, ver. 
255-27 
ad fin. All fcripture being given by infpiration of 
God, is profitable, though not all alike profitable. 


9 ¥-HIS is the book of the generations of A-— 


, «dam: In the day that God created man, 
in the likenefs of God made he. him: 2 Male 
and female created he them; and bleffed them, 
and called their name Adam, in the day when 
they were created. 3 9 And Adam lived an 
Aundred and:thirty years, and begat a fon in 
his own. likenefs, after his image ; and called his 
name Seth. 4 And the days of Adam after he 
had begotten Seth, were eight hundred years: 
and he begat fons and daughters. 5 And all 
the days that Adam lived were nine hundred 
and thirty years: and he died. 


“ The firft words of the chapter are the title or argument of 


the whole chapter : Itis the bouk of the generations of Adam: 
It is the lift or catalogue of the pofterity of Adam ; not of all, 
but only of the bo/y feed which were the Jubjtance thereof, 


Ifa. vi. 13. and of whem, as concerning the fle/b, Chri came, _ 


Rom. ix. 5.; the names, ages, and deaths of thofe that were 
the /ucceffors of the firlt Adam in the cuftody of the promife, 
and the anceftors of the fecond Adam. 
gins with Adam himfelf. 


Here is, #irf, His creation, ver. 1, 2. where we have a 
brief rehearfal of what was before at large related concerning 


the creation of man. This is what we have’ need frequently 
to ‘hear of, and carefully to acquaint ourfelyes with. Obferve 


IX. Lamech and his fon Noab, ver. 28. — 


The genealogy be- — 


Chap, Vo 4 
, 7 re i ‘ 
here, (1.) That God created man, Man is not his own ma~ 
ker, therefore he muft not be his own mafter; but the Au- 
thor of his being muft be the director of his motions, and the 
centre of them. (2.). That there. was a day in which God . 
created man: He was not from eternity, but of yeflerdays 
he was not the firft-born, but the junior of the creation. (3.) 
That God made him 2” Ars own likenefs, righteous and holy, 
and therefore undoubtedly Aappy. Man’s nature refembled 
the divine nature more than that of any of the creatures of this 
lower world. (4.) That God created them male and female, 
ver. 2. for their mutual comfort, as well as for the prefervation 
and increafe of their kind. Adam and Eve were both made 
immediately by the hand of God, both made in Gea’s Lkenefs; 
and therefore between the fexes there is not that great diftance 
and inequality which fome imagine. (5.) That God bécffed 
them. It is ufual for parents to blefs their children ; fo God, 
the common Father, bleffed his: But earthly parents can only 
beg a blefling, it is God’s prerogative to command it. It re- 
fers chiefly to the blefling of increafe, not excluding other 
bleflings. (6.) That he called their name Adam. Adam 
fignifies earth, red earth. Now, 1/7, God gave him this 
name: Adam had himfelf named the reft of the creatures, but 
he muft not chufe his own name, left he fhould affume fome 
glorious pompous title. But God gave him a name which 
would be a continual memorandum to him of the meannefs of 
his original, and oblige him to /ook unto the rock whence he 


Eben 


- was hewn, and the hole of the pit whence hé was digged, 
| Ifa. li. 12 Thofe have little reafon to be proud, who-are fo 


near akin to duft. .2¢/y, He gave this name both to the man 
and to the woman: Being at firft one» by mature, and after- 
wards one by marriage, it was fit they fhould both have the 
fame name, in token of their union. The woman is of the 
earth earthy, as well as the man. : 

Secondly, The birth of his fon Seth, ver. 3. He was born 
in the 130th year of Adam’s life, and probably the murder of 
Abel was not long before. Many other fons and “daughters 
were born to Adam, befides Cain and Abel, before this; but 
no notice is taken of them, becaufe an honourable mention: 
muft be made of his name only in whofe loins Chrift and the 
church were.’ But that which is moft obfervable here con. 
cerning Seth, is, that Adam begat him i bis own likenefs, 
after his image. Adam was made in the image.of God; 
but when he was fallen and corrupt, he begat a fon in hisown ~ 
image, finful and defiled, frail and mortal, and miferable like’ 
himfelf; not only a man like himfelf, confilting of body and 
foul, but a_/inner like himfelf, guilty and obnoxious, degene- 
rate and corrupt. Even the man after God’s own heart, owns 
himfelf conceived and born in fin, Pfalodi. 5. This was 4- 
dam’s own likene/s, the reverfe of that divine likenefs in which 
Adam was made; but having loft ‘it himfelf, he could not 
convey it to his feed. Note, That grace doth not run in the 
blood, but corruption doth. A finner begets a finner, but a 
faint doth not beget a faint. Kad oo 

, Thirdly, His age and death. He lived in all 930 years; 
and then be died, according to the fentence pafled upon him, 
To duft theu fhalt return. Though he did not die inthe 
day he ate forbidden fruit, yet in that very day he'became 
mortal; then he began to dié: His whole life after was but a 
reprieve, a forfeited condemned life; nay, it was a wafting 
dying life: He was not.only like a criminal /entenced, but as 
one already crucified, that dies flowly and by degrees... 


6.4 And Seth lived an hundred and five ~ 
years, and begat Enos. .7 And Seth lived after 
he begat Enos eight hundred and feven years, ~ 
and begat fons“and daughters. 8 And all the 

days 


ss — - 
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¢ 


Gap. Vv. : 


days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve 
~ years: and he died. g § And Enos lived nine- 


ty years, and begat Cainan:’ 10 And Enos hi- 


ved after he begat Cainan eight hundred and 
fifteen years, and begat fons and daughters. 


11 And all the days of Enos were nine hundred 


and five years: and he died. 12 *{ And Cai- 
nan lived feventy years, and begat Mahalaleel. 
13 And Cainan lived after he begat Mahalaleel 
eight hundred and forty years, and begat fons 
and daughters. 14 And all the days of Cai- 
nan were nine hundred and ten years: and he 
died... 15 4 And Mahalaleel lived fixty and 
five years, and begat Jared. 16 And Mahala- 
leel lived after he -begat Jared eight hundred 
and thirty years, and begat fons and daughters. 
17 And all the days of Mahalaleel were eight 
hundred ninety and five years: and he died. 


18 G And Jared lived an hundred fixty and 


two years, and he begat Enoch. 19 And Ja- 
red lived after he begat Enoch eight hundred 
years, and begat fons and daughters. 20 And 
all the days of Jared were nine hundred fixty 
and two years: and he died.- 


‘We have heve all that the Holy Ghoft thought fit to leave 


upon record concerning five of the patriarchs before the flood, 
Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel and Jared. There is nothing 
obfervable concerning any of thofe particularly, though we have 
reafon to think they were men of eminency beth for prudence 
and piety im their,day: But in general, Fir/’, Obferve how 
largely and exprefsly their generations are recorded. "This 


_ matter, one would think, might have been delivered in fewer 


rf; 


\ 


N 


words; but it ts certain, there is never an idle word in God’s 
books, whatever there are in mens. It is thus.plainly fet down, 
(1.) To make it eafy and intelligible to the meaneft capacity: 
When we are told how old they were when they begat fuch a 
a fon, and how many years they lived after, a very little fkill 
in arithmetic will enable a man to tell how long they lived in 
all; yet the Holy Ghoft fets down the fum-total for the fake 
ef thofe that have not even fo much {kill as that. (2.) To 
fhew the pleafure God takes in the names of his people: We 
found Cain’s generation numbered in hafte, chap. iv. 18.; but 
this account of the holy feed is enlarged upon, and given in 
words, at length, and not in figures: We are told how “long 


they lived that lived in God’s fear, and when they died that» 


died in his favour; but as for others, it is no matter. The 
memory of the juft is bleffed ; but the name of the wicked 
Shall rat. 


Secondly, Their life is reckoned by days, ver. 8. -Ai/ the | 


days of Seth;cand {o, of the reft; which intimates the fhortnefs 
of the life of man when it is at the longeft, and the quick res 
volution of our times on earth: If they reckoned by days, fure 
we muft reckon by hours, or rather make that our frequent 


prayer, Pfal. xc. 12. So teach us to numberour days. 


Thirdly, Concerning each of them (except Enoch) it is 
faid, And he died: It is implied in the numbering of the years 
of their life, that their life, when thofe years were numbered 
and finifhed, came to an end; and yet it is {till repeated, And 
he died, to thew that death paffed upon all men without ex- 
ception, and that it is good for us particularly to obferve and 
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improve the deaths of others for our own edification. Such a 
one was a {trong healthful man, but he died; fuch a one was 


’ a great and rich man, but be aied; fuch a one was a wife po- 


litic man, but be died; fuch a one was a very good man, per- 
haps a very ufeful man, but be died, &c. 

Fourthly, ‘That which is efpecially obfervable, is, that they 
all dived very long: Not one of them died till he had feen the 


_ revolution of almoft eight hundred years, and fome of them, 


much longer; a great while for an immortal foul to be impri- 
foned in a houfe of clay. The prefent life furely was not to 
them fuch a burden as commonly it is now, elfe they would 


have been weary of it; nor was the future life forclearly re. ~ 


vealed then as it is now under the gofpel, elfe they would have 
been impatient to remove to it: Long life to the pious patri- 
archs was a b/efing, and made them b/efings. (1.) Some 
natural caufes may be afligned for their long life in thofe firft 
ages of the world, It is very probable, that the earth was 
more fruitful, the products of it more ftrengthening, the air 
more healthful, and the influences of the heavenly bodies more 
benign, before the flood than they were after. Though mah 
was driven out of paradife, yet the earth itfelf was then para- 
difaical; a garden in comparifon with its prefent wildernefs 


ftate: And fome think, that their great knowledge of the crea: ~ 


tures, and their ufefulnefs both for food and medicine, toge- 


- ther with their fobriety and temperance, contributed much to 


it; yet we do not find that thofe who were intemperate, (as 
many were, Luke xvii. 27.) were as: fhort-lived as intempe- 
ratemen generally are now. (2.) It mult chiefly be refolved’ 


into the power and providence of God: He prolonged their’ 


lives both for the more fpeedy replenifhing of the earth, and 


for the more effectual prefervation of the knowledge of God _ 


and religion, than when there was no written word, but tradi- 
tion was the channel of its conveyance. All the patriarchs 
here (except Noah) were born before Adam died: So that 
from him they might receive a full and fatisfa@ory account of 
the creation, paradife, the fall, tne promife, and thofe divine 
precepts which concerned religious worfhip and a religious life ; 
and if any miftake arofe, they might have recourfe to him 
while he lived, as to an oracle, for the rectifying of-it, and af. 
ter his death to Methufelah and others that had converfed with 
him: So great was the care of Almighty God to preferve in 


his church the knowledge of his will, and the purity of his 


worfhip. 


21 § And Enoch jived fixty and five years, . 


and begat Methufelah. 22 And Enoch walk- 
ed with God after he begat Methufelah three 


_ hundred years, and begat fons and daughters. 


23 And all the days of Enoch were three hun 
dred. fixty and five years. 24 And Enoch 
walked with God, and he was not: for God 
took him. 


ae . 
The accounts here run out for. feveral generations without 


any thing remarkable, or any variation. but of the names and’: 


numbers : But at length there comes in-one that muft not be 
pafled over fo, of whom fpecial notice muft be taken; and that 
is Enoch, the /eventh from Adam: The relt we may fuppofe 


did virtuou/ly; but he excelled them all, and was the brighte{t 
{tar of the patriarchal age. Itis but little that is recorded cone - 


cerning him; but that little is enough to make his-name great, 


greater than that of Enoch’s that-had a city called by his name. — 


Here are two things concerning him. 
Firf, Gis gracious conversation in this world; which is 
twice fpoken of; ver. 22. Enoch walked with God after 


be- 
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he begat. Methufelah; and again, ver. 24. Enoch walked 
with God. 

Obferve, [1.] The nature of his religion, and the {cope and 
tenor of his converfation: He walked with Ged: Which 
notes, 1. True religion: What is godlinefs, but walking with 
God 2? The-ungodly and profane are without Godin the world: 
They walé contrary to him: But the godly walk with God; 
which prefuppofes reconciliation to God 3 for two cannot walk 
together except they be agreed, Amos iii. 3.3 and includes all 
the parts and inftances of a godly, righteous, and fober life. 
To walk with God, is to fet God always before us, and to 
act as thofe that are always under his eye: It is to live a life 
of communion with God, both in ordinances and providences 
it is to make God’s word our rule, and his glory ouf end in 
all our a@tions; it is to make it our’ conftant care and endea- 
vour, in every thing to pleafe God, and in nothing to offend 
him ; it is to comply -with his will, to concur with his defigns, 
and to be workers together with him; it is to be followers of 
him as dear children. 2. Eminent religion. He was en- 
tirely dead to this world; and did not only walk after God, 
as all good men do, but he walked wzth God, as if he were 
in heaven already : He lived above the-rate, not only of other 
men, but of other faints ; not only good in bad. times, but the 
beft in good times. 3. A@tivity in promoting religion among 
others. Executing the priefts office, is called wa/bing before 
God, 1 Sam. it. 30,35. and fee Zech. iii. 7. Enoch, ‘it 
fhould feem, was.a prie/ of the Moff High God; and as No- 
ah, who is likewife faid to wa/k with God, he was a preacher 

of righteoufne/s, and :prophefied of Chrift’s fecond coming, 
_Jude ver. 14. Behold, the Lord comes with bis holy myri- 
ads. Now the holy Spirit, inftead of faying, Enoch lived, 
faith, Enoch walked with God; for it is the. life of a good 
man to wa/k with God. This was, 1/7, The bufinefs of E- 
noch’s life, his conftant care and work while others lived to 
themfelves and the world, he lived to God. 2d/y, It was the 
joy and fupport of his life; censnunion with God was to him 
betier than life itfelf; to-me-to live is Chri, Phil. i. 21.- 

[2.] The date of his religion. It is faid, ver. 21. he ved 
fixty and five years, and begat Methufelah; but, ver. 22. he 
walked with God after he begat Methufelah; which inti- 


mates, that he did not begin to be eminent for piety till about | 


that time; at firft he walked but as other men. 
arrive to their eminency by degrees. 

[3.] The continuance of his ‘religion: Hé walked with 
God three hundred years, as long as he continued in this 
world. The hypoerite will not pray always; but the real 
faint that aéts from a principle, and makes religion his 
choice, will perfevere to the end, and walk with God while 
he lives, as one that hopes to live for ever with him, Pfal. 
civ.733. 

Secondly, His glorious remowal to a better world. As he 
did not live like the reft, fo He did not die like the reft, ver. 
24. He was not, for God took him; that is, as it is explain- 

“ed, Heb. xi. 5. He was tranflated that he fhould not fee 
death, and was not found, becaufe God had tranflated bim~ 
~  Obferve, [1.] When he was thus tranflated. “1. What 
time of his life: It was when he had lived but three hundred 
fixty and five years, (a year of years,) which, as mens agés 
went then, was in the mid{t of his days; for there was none 
of the patriarchs before the flood that did not more than 
couble that age. But why did God take him fo foon? Sure- 
ly becaufe the world, which was now grown corrupt, was not 
worthy of him; or becaufe he was fo much above the werld, 
and fo weary of it, as to defire a {peedy removal out of it; or 


Great faints 


becairfe his work was done, and done the fooner for his mind- 


ing it fo clofely. -Note, God often takes them fooneft whom 
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he loves beft; and the time they lofe on earth is gained in: 
heaven, to their unfpeakable advantage. 
world: .It was when all the patriarchs mentioned in this chap- 
ter were living, except Adam, who died fifty-feven years be-. 


2, What time of the . - 


fore, and Noah, who was born fixty-nine years after; they ~~ 


two had fenfible confirmations to their faith other ways; but. 
to all:the reft who were or might have been witnefles of E- 


noch’s tranflation, that was a fenfible encouragement to their. - 


faith and hope concerning a future ftate. 
[2.] How his removal is exprefled: He was not, for God 
took him. 1. He was not any longer in this world; it was 
not the period of his being, but of his being here. He was 
not found, {o the apoftle explains it from the Seventy; not. 
found by his friends, who fought him, as the fons of the pro- 
pbets fought Elijah, 2 Kings ii. 17.3; not found by his ene- 
mies, who, fome think, were in queft of him to put him to’ 
death in their rage againft.him for his eminent piety. It ap- 
pears by his prophecy, that there were then many uagod/y jin- 
ners, who {poke hard /peeches, and probably did hard things 
too againft God’s people, Jude ver..15. but God hid Enoch 
from them, not under heaven, but in heaven. 2. God took 
him body and foul to himfelf in the heavenly paradife, by the 
miniftry of angels, as afterwards he took Elijah. He was 
changed as thofe faints fhall be that will be fuund alive at. 
Chrift’s fecond coming. Whenever a good man dies, God 
takes him, fetches him hence, and receives him to himfelf. 
The apoftle adds concerning Enoch, that before bis tranflation 
he had this t-ftimony, that be pleafed God, and ‘this was the 
good report he obtained. Note, 1/7, Walking with God plea- 
feth God. 2d/, We cannot walk with God fo as to pleafe 
him, but by faith. 3¢/y, God himfelf will put an honour up- 
on thofe that by faith walk with him, fo as to pleafe him. He. 
will own them now, and witnefs for them before angels and 
men at the great day: They that have not this teftimony be- 


. fore the tranflation, yet fhall have it after. 4th/y, Thofe whofe ~ 


converfation in the world is truly holy, shall find their removal 
out of it truly happy: Enoch’s tranflation was not only an ‘e- 
vidence to faith of the reality of a future ftate, and of the pof- 
fibility of the body’s exifting in glory in that ftate ; but it was 
an enconragement to the hope of all that walk with God, that 
they fhall be for ever with him ; fignal piety fhall be‘crown- 
ed with fignal honours. a) 


25 4 And Methufelah lived an hundred 
eighty and feven years, and begat Lamech. 26. 


- And Methufelah lived after he: begat Lamech. 


feven hundred eighty and two years,and begat 
fons and daughters. 27 And all the days of 
Methufelah were nine hundred fixty and nine 
years : and he died. : "i 


Concerning Methufelah, obferve, [1.] The fignification of 
his name, which fome think was prophetical, his Father Enoch 
being a prophet: Methufelah fignifies He dies, there is a dart, 
or, a fending forth, viz. of the deluge, which came the very 
year that Methufelah died. If indeed his name was fo in- 
tended and fo explained, it was fair warning to a carelefs 
world a long time before the judgment came. However, th's 


is obfervable, that the longeft liver that ever was, carried death - 


in his name, that’he might be minded of its comins furely, 
though it came flowly. -[2.] His age: He lived nine hun- 
dered fixty and nine years, the longeft we read of that ever 
any man lived on earth; and yet be died. The longeft liver > 
muft die at Jaft. Neither youth nor age will difcharge from 
that war, for that is the end of all men. None can challenge 


| life by long prefcription, nor.make that a plea againft the ar- 


fe relts 
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= 


: 


= 


: 


v 


~ Chap. V. 


_ pains to fetch a forry livelihood out of it. 


-refts of death. It is commonly fuppofed, that Methufelah 


- died_a little before the flood; the Jewifh writers fay, /even 


_ days before, referring to chap. vii. 10. and that he was taken 
away from the evil to come; which goes upon this prefump- 
tion, which is generally received, That all thefe patriarchs in 
this chapter‘were holy good men. [am loath to offer any 

. furmife to the contrary 5 and yet I fee not that sat can be a- 
ny more inferred. from their inrollment here among the ancef- 

tors of Chrift, than that all thofe kings of Judah were fo whofe 

names are recorded in his genealogy, many of whom we are 
fare were much otherwife: And if this be queftioned, it may 
be fuggefted as probable, that Methufelah was himfelf drown- 

_ed with the reft of the world, for it is certain he died that 
year. af oome s 

28 ¢ And Lamech lived an hundred eighty 
and two years, and begata fon. 29 And he 
called his name Noah, faying, This fame fhall 


comfort us concerning our work and toil of out. 


_ hands, becaufe of the ground which the Lorp 


hath curfed. 30 And Lamech lived after he 
begat Noah five hundred ninety and five years, 
and begat fons and daughters. 31 And all the 
days of Lamech were feven hundred feventy 
and feven years: and he died. 32 And Noah 


was five hundred years old: and Noah begat 


Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 


a Here we have the firft mention of Noah, of whom we {hall 


‘read much in the following chapters. “Hereis, 
Firft, His name, with the reafon of it. Noah fignifies re/. 
His parents gave him that name with a profpect of his being a 
more than ordinary blefling to his generation: Thzs fame hall 
comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, be- 
‘eaufe of the ground which the Lord hath curfed. Here is, 
[1.] His complaint of the calamitous ftate of-human life. By 
- the entrance of fin, and the entail of the curfe for fin, it is be- 
come very miferable: Our whole life is fpent in labour, and 
our time filled up with continual-toil. God having cur/ed the 
ground, it is as much as we can do with the utmoft care and 
He {peaks as one 
fatigued with the bufinefs of this life, and grudging that fo ma- 
ny of our thoughts and precious minutes, which otherwife might 
have been much better employed, are unavoidably {pent for 
the fupport of the body. [2.] His comfortable hopes of fome 
relief by the birth of this fon: This fame /hall comfort us: 


~ Which {peaks not only that defire and expectation which pa- 


_rents generally have concerning their children, that when they 
grow up they will be comforts to them, and helpers in their 
bufinefs, though they often prove otherwife ; but an. apprehen- 
fion and profpect of fomething more. Very probably there 
were fome prophecies that went before of bim, asa perfon 
that fhould be wonderfully ferviceable to his generation ; which 
they fo underftood as to conclude, that he was the Promifed 
Seed, the Mefiah that fhould come: And then it intimates, 
that a coyenant-intereft in Chrift as ours, and the believing ex- 
_peétation of his coming, furnifhed us with the beft and fureft 

comforts, both in reference to the wrath and curfe of God, 
which we have deferved, and to the toils and troubles of this 
prefent time, which we are oft complaining of: Is Chrift ours ? 
Is heaven ours? This fame fhall comfort us. vhs 

Secondly, His children, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Thefe 

Noah begat, (the eldeft of thefe) when he was five hundred 

years old. It thould feem that Japheth was the eldeft, (chap. 
ons lt ae 


‘rebellion again{t him. 
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X.21.)3 but Shem is put-firlt, becauft on him the covenant 
was entaileds as appears by Gen. ix. 26. where God is called 
the Lord God of Shem. To him it is probable the birth-right 
was given ; and from him it is certain both Chrift the Head, 
and the church the body, were to defcend: Therefore he is ° 
called Shem, which fignifies a mame, becaufe in his potterity 
the name of God fhould always remain, till He fhould come 
out of his loins, whofe Name is above every name; fo that in 
putting Shem firft, Chrift was in effe@ put firft, who in all 
things muft have the pre-eminence. 


CHAP, VI. 


The moft remarkable thing we have upon record con- 


cerning the old world, is the deftruction of it by the 
univer fal deluge, which this chapter begins the fory 
of. Wherein we have, 1, The-abounding inquty of 
that wicked world, ver.1,—5. and ver. 11, (2. If. 
The righteous God’s juft refentment of that abounding 
iniquity, and bts holy refolution to puni/h tt, ver.6,47. 
Ill. The /pecial favour of God to his fervant Noab: 
(1.) In the character given of him, ver. 8, 9, 10. 
(2.) In the communication of God’s purpofe to him, 
ver. 13,17. (3-) In the directions he gave bim 
to make an ark for bis own fafety, ver. 14, 15, 16. 
(4.) In the employing of him for the prefervation of 
the reft of the creatures, ver.18,—21. IV. Noabh’s 
obedience to the inftructions given him, ver. 22. And. 
this concerning the old world is written for our ad 

~ monition, upon whom the ends of the zew world 
are come. 


ND it came to pafs, when men began to 
/ multiply on the face of the earth, and 
daughters were born unto them, 2 That the 
fons of God faw the daughters of men, that they 
were fair; and they took them wives of all 
which they chofe. 


For the glory of God’s juftice, and for warning to a wicked 
world, before the hiftory of the ruin of the old world, we have 
a full account of its degeneracy, its apoftafy from God, and 
The deftroying of it was an aé, not of 
abfolute fovereignty, but of neceflary juftice for the maintaining 
of the honour of God’s government. Now here we have an 
account of two things which occafioned the wickednefs of the 
old: world. ee . : 

[1-] The increafe of mankind. Men began to multiply 
upon the face of the earth. This was the effect of the blef- 
fing, Gen. i. 28.; and yet, man’s corruption fo abufed and per- 
verted this blefling, that it turned into a curfe. ‘Thus fin takes 
occafion by the mercies of God to be the more exceeding fin. 
ful. Prov. xxix. 16. When the wicked are multiplied, tran/~ 
greffion increafeth. The more finners, the more fin, and the 
multitude of offenders emboldens men. Infegtious difeafes are 
moft deflrnctive in popolous cities, and fin is a {preading le. 
profy. Thus, in the New-Teftament church, when the number 
of the difeiples was muluplied there arofe a murmuring, A&s 
vi. 1.3 and we read of a nation that-was mu/tiplied, not to the 
increase of their goy, \fa. ix. 3. Numerous families have need 
to be’ well governed, left they become wicked families. 

[2.] Mixed marriages, ver. 2.. The fons of Ged, i. e. the 
proteflors. of religion, who were called by the name of the Lord, 
and called upon that name, married the daughters of men, 
i, e. thofe that were profane, and {trangers to God and god- 

linefs. 
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ss 
linefs, The pofterity of Seth did not keep by themfelves, as 
they ought to have done, both for the prefervation of their own 
purity, and in deteftation of the apoftafy; but intermingled 
themfelyes with the excommunicated race of Cain: They tooé 
them wives of all that they chofe. But what was amifs in 
thefe marriages? 1/?, They chofe only by the eye: They /aw 
that they were fair, which was all they looked at. 2d/y, 
They followed the choice which their own corrupt affections) 
made: They took a// that they chofe, without advicg and con- 
fideration. But, 3d/y, That which proved of fuch ill confe- 
quence to them was, that they married. flrange wives, Were 
unequally yoked with unbelievers, 2 Cor. vi. 14. ‘This was 
forbidden to Ifrael, Deut. vil. 3, 4.3 it was the unhappy oc- 
cafion of Solomon’s apoftafy, 1 Kings xi. 1, 4.3; and was of 
ill confequence to.the Jews after their return out of Babylon, 
‘Ezra ix. 1, 2. Note, Profeffors of religion, in marrying both 
-themfelves and their children, fhould make confcience of keep- 
ing within the bounds of their profeflion. The bad will fooner 
debauch the good, than the good reform the bad. Thofe that 
profefs themfelves the children of God, muft not marry with- 
out his confeni ; which they have not, if they join in affinity 
with his enemies. 


3 And the Lorn faid, My Spirit fhall not al- 
ways ftrive with man, for that he alfo zs flefh: 
yet his days fhall be an hundred and twenty 
years. 


This comes in here, (a.) As a token of God’s difpleafure 
at thofe who married ftrange wives: He threatens-to withdraw 
his Spirit from them, whom they had grieved by fuch mar- 
riages contrary to their convictions. Flefhly lufts are often 
punifhed ‘with fpiritual judgments, the foreft of all other. Or, 
(2.)-As another occafion of the great: wickednefs of the old 

_ world: ‘Che Spirit of the Lord being provoked by their refift- 
ance of his motions, ceafed to ftrive with them; and then all 
réligion was foon loft among them. This he warns. them of 
before, that they might not further vex Ars holy Spirit, but 
by their prayers might ftay him with them. 
verfe, « ‘ 

{1.] God’s refolution not always to rive wath man by his 
Spirit. The Spirit then ftrove by Noah’s preaching, 1 Pet. 
ui, 1g. and by inward checks; but it was in vain with the 
moft of men ; therefore, faith God, he fhall not always frrive. 
Note, 1. The bleffed Spirit {trives with finners by the convic- 
tions and admonitions of confcience to turn them from fin to 
God. 2. If the Spirit be refifted, quenched, and ftriven a- 
gain{t, though he ftrive /ong, he will not flrive a/ways, Hof. 
st ie ye 
rit of grace has left off {triving with. 

[2.] The reafon of that refolution: For that he alfo is 
fle/b, 1. e. incurably corrupt, ahd carnal and fenfual, fo that it 
is labour loft to ftrive with him: ‘¢ Can the Ethiopian change 
his fein?” He affo, i. e. All, one as well as another; they 
are all funk into the mire of flefh. Note, 1. It is the corrupt na- 
ture, and the inclination of the foul towards the flefh, that op- 
pofeth the Spirit’s ftrivings, and renders them ineffeétual. 2: 
When a finner has long adhered to that intereft, and fided with 
the flefh againft the Spirit, the Spirit juftly withdraws his a- 
gency, and ftrives.no more. None /ofe the Spirit?s ftrivings 

‘but thofe that have firft forfected them. : 

[3.] A reprieve granted notwithftanding :. Yet his days 

JSoatl be an hundred and twenty years ; {0 long will 1 defer 
the judgment they deferve, and give them fpace to prevent it 
by their repentance and reformation.””’ Juftice faid, Cut them 
down 5 but mercy interceded, Lord, det them alone this year 


Obferve in this 


| take notice “of? 


3- Thofe are ripening apace for ruin, whom-the Spi- | 


\ 


alfj: And’ fo far mercy prevailed, that a reprieve was obtained: 


for fixfcore years. Note, The time of God’s patience and 
forbearance towards provoking fianers is fometimes long, but. _ 
_ always limited: Reprieves’are not pardons; though God bear: 


a great while, he will not bear always. ; 
4 There were giants in the earth in thofe days; 


and alfo after that, when the fons of God came 
in unto the daughters of men, and. they bare 
children to them: the fame became mighty men, 
which were of old, men of renown. 


5 7 And 
God faw that the wickednefs of man was great 
in the earth, and chat every imagination of the. 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 


We have here a further account of the corruption of the eld 
world. When’ the /ons of God had matched with the daugh- 


, ters of men, though it was very difpleafing to God, yet he did. 
_ not prefently cut them off, but waited to fee what the product 
r of thefe marriages would be, and which fide the children would: 


take after; and it proved (as ufually it doth) that they took af- 
ter the worfe fide. | eS 
Here is, Fir/?, The temptation they were under to opprefs 


and do violence: They were gzants, and they were men of 
' renown: They became too hard for all about them, and car= 
_ ried all before them, (1.)' With their great du/k, as the fons. 
_ of Anak, Numb. xiii. 33.;-and, (2.) With their great name. 


as the kings of Affyria, Ifa. xxxvii. 11. Thefe made them. 
the cerror of the mighty in’ the land of the hung; and thus’ 
armed, they daringly: infulted the rights of all their neighbours, , 
and trampled upon all that is juft and facred. Note, Thofe 
that. have fo much power over others as to be able to opprefs 
them, have feldom fo much power over .themfelves as not to: 
opprefs; great might is a very great {nare to many. This de- 
generate race flighted the honour their ance{tors had obtained: 
by virtue and religion, and, made themfelves a great name by. 
that which was. the perpetual ruin of their good name. 
Secondly, The charge exhibited and proved againft them,, 
ver. 5. The evidence produced was inconteftable: God faw. 
it, and that is inftead of a:thoufand witneffes. ‘God fees all 


the wickednefs that is among the children of men,: It cannot — 


be concealed from him now ; and.if it be not repented of, it. 
fhall not be concealed 4y Aim fhortly. Now, what did God 
1. He obferved all the ftreams of fin that. 
flowed along in mens lives, and the breadth and depth of thofe 
ftreams : He faw that the wickedne/s of man was great in 


the earth, Obferve the connection of this with what goes be-. ~ 


fore: The oppreflors were mighty men and men. of renawn ; 


and then God faw that the wickedne/s of man was greate. 


Note, The wickednefs of a people is great indeed, when. the. 


moft notorious finners. are men of renown among them: - 


Things are bad, when ill men are not only honoured. notwithe. 
{tanding their wickednefs, but honoured for their wickednefs,_ 


and the wile/f men exahed; Wickednefs is then great, when. 


great men are wicked. Their wickednefS was great ; i, €. ae. 
bundance of fin was committed in“all places, by all forts of. 
people: And thefe fins in their own nature moft grofs, and: 
heinous, and provoking; and committed daringly, and. with a. 
defiance of heaven; and no care taken by thofe that had pow-. 


| er in their hands.to reftrain and punifh it. This God /aw. 

Note, All the fins of finners are known to God. the Judge :: 
_ Thofe that are moft converfant in the world, though they fee. 
. much wickednefsin it, yet:they fee but little of that which is. 


but God fees all, and judges aright concerning it, how great 
It 1s, nor can he be deceived in his judgment. 2. He obferved. 
the fountain of fin that was in mens hearts; Any one’might 

: Su: fee: 


Chap. VE. 


rece 


_ continually, 


Chap. VI. 
fee that the wickedne/s of man was great, for they declared 
their fin.as Sodom: but God’s eye.went further, He /aw that 
every tmagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 


eye! This was the bitter root, the corrupt fpring: All the 


“violence and oppreflion, all the luxury and wantonnefs that was 


in the world, proceeded: from the corruption of nature; luft 
conceives them, Jam. 1. 15. fee Mat. xv. 19. (1.) The heart 
was naught; that. was deceitful, and defperately wicked ; the 


principles were corrupt, and the habits and_difpofitions evil. 


(2.) The thoughts of the heart were fo. Thought is fome- 
times taken for the fettled judgment or opinion ; and that was 
bribed, and biaffed, and mifled: Sometimes for the workings 
of the fancy; and thofe were-all always either vain or vile, 
either weaving the fpider’s web, or hatching the cockatrice’s 
egg. (3.) The imagination of the thought of the heart was 
fo; 7. e. their defigns and devices were wicked. They did 
not do evil only through carelefinefs, as thofe that wa/k at al/ 
adventures, not heeding what they do; but they did evil de- 
liberately and defignedly, contriving how to do mifchief. It 
was bad indeed; for it was only evil, continually evil, and 
every imagination was fo, ‘There was no good to be found a- 
mong them, no, not at any time. ‘The ftream of fin was full, 


and. ftrong, and conftant ; and'God /aw zt: See Pfal. xiv. , 
Sri ; 


6 And it repénted the Lorn that he had 
made, man on the earth, and it grieved him at 
his heart. 7 And the Lorn faid, I will deftroy 


‘man, whom I have created, from the face of the’ 


earth, both man and. beaft, and the creeping 


thing, and the fowls of the air: for it repenteth 


me that I have made them. 


Here is, Fir/?, God’s refentment of man’s wickednefs. He 
did not fee it as an unconcerned f{peétator, but as one injured 
and affronted by it; he /aw 2 as a tender father fees the fol- 
ly and ftubbornefs of a rebellious and difobedient. child, which 
not only angers him, but grzeves him, and-makes him with he 
had been written childlefs. The expreflions~ here ufed are 
very flrange: Lt repented the Lord that he had made man 


upon the earth ; that he had made a creature of fuch noble . 


powers and faculties, and had put him on this earth, which he 
built and furnifhed on purpofe to be a convenient and comfor- 
table habitation for him; and it grieved him at his heart. 
Thefe are expreflions after the manner of men, and mutt be 
underftood fo as not to reflect upon the honour of God’s im- 
mitability or his felicity. ; 
~ [1.] It doth not fpeak any paffion or uneafine/s in God; 
nothing can create difturbance to the Eternal Mind: But it 


_ Apeaks his juft and holy a:/plea/ure againft‘fin and finners ; a- 


gainft fin as odious to his holinefs, and againft finners as obnox:- 
ous to.his juftice. He is preffed by the fins of his creatures, 
Amos it. 13.3 wearted, Ifa, xlili. 24 broken, Ezek. vi. 
9.5 grieved, Pfal. xcv. 10.3 and here grieved to the heart, as 
‘men are when they are wronged and “abufed by:thofe they 
hhave'been-very kind to, and therefore repent of their kindnefs, 
and wifh they had never -foltered that fnake in their bofom 
which now hiffes in*their face and {tings them to thé heart. 
Doth God thus hate fin? and fhall not we hate it? Hath our 
‘fin grieved him to-the heart? and fhall not we be grieved and 
‘pricked to the’heart'for ic? ‘O that this confideration might 


humble us and:fhame us! and that we may look on him whom — 


we have thus grieved, and mourn ! Zech. xii. 10. ” 


(2.] It-doth not fpcak any change of God's mind ; for he 


* 


A fad fight, and very offenfive to God’s -holy 


,rations, and Noah walked with God. 
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is in one mind, and who can turn him? with him there is #0 
variablene/s: But it fpeaks a change of bis way. When God 
had made man upright, he rofled and was refreshed, Exod. 
Xxxi. 17. and his way towards him was fuch as fhewed him 
pleafed with the work of his own hands: But now man was 
apoftatifed, he could not do “otherwife but thew  himfelf dif 
pleafed ; fo that the change was in man, not in God, God re« 
pented that he had made man}; but we never find him repent- 
ing that he redeemed man, though that was a work-of much 
greater expence, becaufe fpecial and effeétual grace is given to 
fecure the great ends of redemption, fo that thofe gifts and 
callings are without repentance, Rom. xi. 29. 

Secondly, God’s refolution to deftroy man for’ his wicked- 
nefs, ver. 7. Obferve, (1.) When God repented that he had 
made man, he refolved to defroy man. Thus they that tru- 
ly repent of fin, will refolve, in the ftrength of God’s grace, 
to mortify fin, and to deftroy it, and fo to undo what they® 
have done amifi. We.do-but mock God, in faying we are 
forry for our fin, and it grieves us to the heart, if we con- 
tinue to indulge it; In vain do we pretend .a change of our 
mind, if we do not evidence it by a change of our way. (2.) 
He refolves to defroy man. The original word is very fig- 
nificant: Iwill wipe off man-from the earth, fo fomes as . 
dirt, or filth is wiped off from a place which fhould be clean, 
and is thrown to the dunghill the proper place for it; fee 
2 Kings xxi. 13. Thofe that are the {pots of the places they 
live in, are juftly wiped away by the judgments of God. J 
will blot out man from the earth, fo others; as thofe lines 
are blotted out of a book which difpleafe the author; or, as 
the name-of a citizen is blotted out of the rolls of the freemen 
when he is dead or disfranchifed. (3.) He fpeaks of man as 
his own creature then when he refolves upon his ruin: dan 
whom I have created. Though 1 have created- him, that 
fhall not excufe him, Ifa. xxvii. 11. He that made him will 
not fave him: He that is our Creator, if he fhall mot be our | ° 
ruler, will be our deftroyer. Or, Becaufe 1 have created him, 
and he hath been fo undutiful.and ‘ungrateful to his ‘Creator, 
therefore I will deftroy him: Thofe forfeit their lives that do 
not anfwer the end of their living. (4.) Even the brute crea- 
tures were to be involved in this deftruétion: Beaffs, and 
creeping things, and the fowl of the air. Thefe were made 
for man, and therefore muft be deftroyed with man; for it 
follows, It repeateth me that I have made them, for the end 
of their creation alfo was fruftrated: They were made, that 
man might ferve and honour God with them; and therefore 
were deftroyed, becaufe he had ferved his lufts with them, 
and made them fubject to vanity. (5.) God took up this 
refolution concerning man, after his Spirit had been long 
ftriving with them in vain. None are ruined by the jultice 
5 nae but thofe that: hate to be reformed by the grace of 

od. 


8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the 
Lorp. 94 Thefe are the generations of Noah: 
Noah-was.a jult man and perfect in his gene- 
to And 
Noah begat three fons, Shem, Ham, and Ja- 
pheth. 

We have here Noah diftinguifhed from the sreft of the 
world, and a peculiar mark of honour put upon him. 

Firfi, When God was difpleafed with the reft of the world, 
he ‘favoured Noah, ver.'8, Bue Noah found grace in the eyes 


of the Lord. This vindicates God’s juttice in his difpleafure * 


again{t the worid, and fhews that he had {tri€tly examined the 
G2 character 
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character of every perfon in it before he pronounced it univer- 
fally corrupt ; for there being one good man, he found him 
out and {miled upon him, It alfo magnifies his grace towards’ 
Noah, that he was made a weffel of God’s mercy, wher all 
mankind befides were become the generation of his wrath. 
” Diftinguifhing favours are very obliging.~ Probably Noah did 
not find favour in the eyes of men; they hated and perfecuted 
him, becaufe both by his life and preaching he condemned the 
world: But he found grace in the eyes of the Lord, and that, 
was honour and comfort enough. God made more account of 
Noah than of all the world befides ; and this made hmm great- 
er and more truly honourable than all the giants that were in 
thofe days, who became mighty men, and men of renown. 
Let this be the top of our ambition, to find grace in the eyes 
of the Lord; herein let us labour, that, prefent, or abfent, we 
may be accepted of Lim, 2 Cor. y. 9. Thole are bighly fa- 
‘woured whom God favours. 

Secondly, When the reft of the world was corrupt aad 
wicked, Noah kept his integrity, ver. 9, ‘* Thefe are the ge- 
nerations of Noah; this is the account we have to give of 
him: Noah was a juft man.” This charaéter of Noah comes 
in here, either, [1.] As the reafon of God’s favour to him; 
his fingular piety qualified him’ for fingular tokens of God’s 
loving kindnefs,. Thofe that would find grace in the eyes of 
the Lord, muft be as Noah was, and do as. Noah did, God 
loves thofe that lave him. Or, [2.] As the effe& of God’s 
favour to him; it was God’s good will to him that -pro- 
duced this good work in him; He was a very good man, but 
he was no better than the grace of God made him, 1 Cor. xv. 
10. ~Now obferve his character; 1f, He was a juf? man ; 
i. e. ju/tified before God by faith in the promifed Seed; for 
he was an heir of the righteoufne/s which.is by faith, Heb. 
xi. 7. He was /anétified, and had right principles and dif- 
pofitions implanted in him: And he was righteous in his con- 
yerfation, one that made confcience of rendering to all ther 
due, to God his due, and to men theirs. Note, None but a 
downright hone{t man can find favour with God: That con- 
verfation which will be pleafing to God, mutt be governed by 
fimplicity and godly fincerity not by fle/bly wifdom,.2 Cor. 1. 
12. .God hath fometimes: chofen the foo/:/b things of the 
world, but he never chofe the Anavi/h things of it. 2d/y, He 
was perfed: not -with a finlefs perfection, but a perfection of 

vfinceruy; and it is well for us, that by virtue of the covenant 
of grace, upon the fcore of Chrift’s righteoufnefs, fincerity is 
accepted as our gofpel perfection. 3¢/y, He walked with 
God, as Enoch had done before him; He was not only honeft, - 
but devout. He wa/ked (i. ¢. he ated) with God, as one 
always under his eye: He lived a life of communion with 
God: It was his conftant care to conform himfelf to the will 
of God, to pleafe him; and approve himfelf to him. Note, 
God looks down upon thofe with an eye of faveur, who fin- 
cerely look up to him with an eye of faith. But, 4¢h/y, That 
which crowns his charadter is, that thus he was, and thus he 
did zn bis generation, in that corrupt degenerate age in which 
his lot was caft. tis eafy tebe religious when religion.is in 
fafhion; but it is an evidence of {trong faith and refolution to 
fwim againft a {tream to heaven, and to appear for God when 
no one elfe appears for him: So Noah did, and it is upon: re- 
cord to his immortal honour, ; 


11 The.earth alfo was corrupt before God ;_ 
and the earth was filled with violence.. 12 And 
God looked upon the earth, and. behold, it was 


~ corrupt: for all flefh had corrupted his way up- 
on the earth, | 


‘Coie 2 ehs. 


and rapines.. 


The wickednefs of that generation is here again fpoken of, 
(1.) As a foilto Noah’s piety ; he was jult and perfect when 
all the earth was corrupt. Or, (2.) As a further juftification 
of God’s refolution to, deftroy the world, which he was now: 
about to commanicate to his fervant Noah. 

~y. All kind of fin was found among them. For, (ver. 11.) 
it is faid, that the earth was, (f.).corrupt before God, i. ee 
in the matters of God’s worfhip: Either they had other gods 
before him, or worlhipped him by images ; or, they were cor- 
rupt and wicked in defpight and contempt of God, daring him 
and defying him to his face. (2.) The earth was abfe filled 


‘ed with violence, and injultice towards men; their was no or= 


der, nor regular government; no man was fafe in the pofleflion 
of that which he had the moft clear and inconteftable right to,- 
no, not the moft innocent life; nothing but murders, rapes, 
Note, Wickednefs, as it is the fhame of the hue 
man nature, fo it is the ruin of human fociety ; take away con- 
{cience and the fear of God, and men become beafts and devils 
to one another, like the fi/hes of the ea, where the greater 


‘devour the leffer.. Sin fills the earth with violence, and fo- 
turns the world into a wildernefe, into a cock-pit. 


2. The proof and evidence of it was undeniable; for God 


. looked upon the earth, and was himfelf an eye-witnefs of the 


corruption that was in it; of which before, ver. 5. The 

righteous Judge in all his judgments proceeds upon the infal 

lible certainty of his own omnifcience, Pfal. xxxiii. 13... > 
3. That which moft aggravated the matter was, the univer- 


~ fal {preading of the contagion; A// flefh had corrupted bis 


way. It was not fome particular nations or cities that were 
thus wicked, but the whole world of mankind was fo; there 
was none that did good, no not one, befides Noah. . Note,’ 
When wickednefs is become general and univerfal, ruin is not 


- far off: While there is a remnant of praying people in a nas 


tion, to empty the meafure as it fills, judgments may be kept 
off a great while; but when all hands are at work to pull 
down the fences by fin, and none ftand in the gap to make 
up the breach, what can be expected but an_ inundation of. 
wrath ? 

13 And God faid unto Noah, The end.of all 
flefh is come before me; for the earth is filled 
with violence through them : and behold, I will 
deftroy them with the earth.. 14] Make thee 
an ark of gopher-wood : rooms fhalt thou make- 
in the ark, and fhalt pitch it withm. and with- 
out with pitch. 15 And this is the fa/bion 
which thon fhalt make it of: the length of the. 
ark. /hall be three hundred cubits, the breadth. 
of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cu- 
bits. 16 A window fhalt thou make to the ark, 
and in a cubit {halt thou finifh it above; and 
the door of the ark fhalt thou fet in the fide 
thereof: with lower, fecond, and third flores 
fhalt thou make it.. 17 And behold, I, even I 
do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to 
deftroy all flefh, wherein zs the breath of life, 
from under heaven: and every thing thatisin. ~ 
the earth fhall die. 18 But with thee will I e-. 
ftablifh my covenant: and thou fhalt come in. 
to the ark; thou, and thy fons, and: thy wife, 
and thy fons wives with thee, 19 And of eve- 


ty living thing of all flefh, two of every fort _ 


fhalt 


Chap. VE 


ae’ 


Pi 


_ Chap. VI. 


fhalt thou bring into the ark: to keep them alive 
witii thee: they fhall be male and female. 20 
Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after 
~ their kind, of every creeping thing of the 
earth after his kind: two of every /or¢ {hall come 
unto thee, to keep ¢chemalive. 21 And take thou 
unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou 


fhalt gather i¢ to thee ; and it fhall be for food 


_ for thee, and for them. 


Here it appears indeed that Noah found grace in the eyes 
of the Lord: God’s favour to him was plainly intimated in 
~ what he faid of dim, ver. 8; 9, 10. where his name is men- 
tioned five times in five lines, when once might have ferved to 
make the fenfe clear, as if the Holy Ghoft took a pleafure in 
__perpetuating his memory. But it appears much more in what 
he faith to Arm in thefe verfes, the informations and inftruc- 
‘tions here given him. # 
Firfi, God here makes Noah the man of bts counfel, com- 
municating to him his purpofe to deftroy this wicked world by 
“water. Avs afterwards he told Abraham his refolution con- 
cerning Sodom, (chap. xviii. 17.) ‘¢ Shall I hide from A- 
brabam” {o here, * Shall I hide from Noah the thing that 
I ds, feeing that he fhall become a great nation ?” Note, The 
__feeret of the Lord is qwith them that fear him, Pfal. xxv. 14. 
It was with Ais fervants the prophets, (Amos iii. 7.) by a 
Jpirit of revelation, informing them particularly of his purpo- 
fes ; it is with all believers, by a fpirit of wz/dom and faith, 
enabling them to underftand and apply the general declarations 
of the written word, and the warnings there given. 

Now, [1.] God told Noah in general, that he would de- 
ftroy the world, ver. 13. The end of all flefb is come before 
me; I will deftroy them ; i. e. the ruin of this wicked world 

is decreed and determined: /¢ cs come ; i. €. it will come fure- 
ly, and come quickly.. Noah, it is likely, in preaching to his 
neighbours, had warned them in general of the wrath of God 
that they would bring upon themfelves by their wickednefs ; 
and now God feconds it by a particular denunciation of wrath, 
that Noah might try if that would work upon them: Whence 
obferve, (1.) That God confirmeth the words of bis meffen- 
gers, Tfa. xliv, 26. (2.) That to bim that has, and ufeth 
what he has for the good of others, more /hal/ be given, more 
full mftructions. — - 
~-[2.] He told him particularly, that he would deftroy the 
world by a flood of waters, ver. 17. And bebold, I, even I, 
do bring a flood of waters upon the earth. God could have 
deftroyed all mankind by the fword of an angel, a flaming 
fword- turning every way, as he deftroyed all the firft-born of 
the Egyptians and the camp of the Affyrians, and then there 
needed no more but to fet a mark upon Noah and his family 
for their prefervation ; but God ehofe to do it by a flood of 
waters, which fhould drown the world. The reafons (we 
may be fure)-were wife and juf?, but to us unknown. God 

~ has many arrows in his quiver, and he may ufe which he plea- 
fes: As he chufeth the rod with which he will correct his 
children, fo he chufeth the fword with which he will cut off 
his enemies. : 

Obferve the manner of expreflion: J, even I, do bring a 

flood : 1 that am infinite in power, and therefore can do it; 
infinite in juftice,. and therefore will do it. (1.) It ‘fpeaks 
the certainty of the judgment; J, even J, will do it; That 
cannot but be done. effectually which God himfelf. un- 
--. dertakes the doing of; fee Job xi. 10. (2.) It fpeaks the 
“tendency of it to God’s glory, and the honour of his juftice : 
Thus he will be magnified and ewalted in the earth, and all 
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the world fhall be made to know that he is the God to whom 
vengeance belongs. Methinks the expreflion here is’ fome- 
what like that, Ifa.i. 24. 44, I will eafe me of mine ad- 
verfaries. 

Secondly, God-here makes Noah the man of his covenant, 
another Hebrew periphrafis of a friend, ver. 18. But with 
thee will I eflabhi/b my covenant. (1.) The covenant of 
providence, 'That the courfe of nature fhall be continued to the 
end of time, notwithftanding the interruption which the flood 
would give to it, his promife was immediately made to 
Noah and his fons, Gen. ix. 8, @¢. They were as truftees 
for all this part of the creation, and a great honour was there- 
by put upon him and his. (2.) The covenant of grace, That 
God would be to him a God, and that out of his feed God 
would take to himfelf a people. Note, 1. When God makes 
a covenant, he eftablifheth it; he makes it fure, he makes it 
good; his are everlafting covenants. 2. The covenant of 


_ grace has in it the recompenfe of fingular fervices, and the 


fountain and foundation of all diftinguifhimg favours; we need 
defire no more either to make up our loffes for God, or to 
make up a happinefs for us in God, than to have his covenant 
eftablifhed with us. = 

Thirdly, Ged here makes Noah a monument of /paring 
mercy, by putting him in a way to fecure himfelf in the ap- 
proaching deluge, that he might not petifh with the reft of the 
world: £ will deffroy them (faith God) with the earth, ver. 
13.3 but make thee an ark, I will take care to preferve thee 
alive. Note, Singular piety fhall be recompenfed with diftin- 
guifhing falvations, which are in a fpecial manner obliging. 
This will add much to the honour and happinefs of glorified 
faints, that they fhall be faved when the greateft- part of the 
world is left to perifh. 

Now, (1.) God direts Noah to make an ark, ver. 14,15, 
16. This ark, was like the hulk of a fhip, fitted not to fal 


upon the waters, there was no occafion for that when there 


fhould be no fhore to fail to; but to float upon the wateir, — 
waiting for their fall. God could have fecured Noah, by the 
miniftration of angels, without putting him to any care or pains 
or trouble himfelf; but he chofe to employ him in making that 
which was to be the means of his prefervation, both fer the 
trial of his faith and obedience, and to teach us that none fhall 
be faved by Chrifi but thofe only that work out their falva- , 

tion ; we cannot do it without God; and he will not without ~ 
us: Both the providence of God and the grace of God own: 


and crown the endeavours of the obedient and diligent. 


God gave him very particular inftru€tions concerning this 
building, which could not but be admirably well fitted for the 
purpofe, when. Infinite Wifdom itfelf was the archite@. [1.] 
It muft be made of Gopher-wood: Noah, doubtlefs, knew 
what fort of wood that was, though now we do not, whéther 
cedar or cyprefs, or what other. [2.] He muft make it three 
{tories high within, And, [3.] He mutt divide it into cab- 
bins, with partitions, places fitted for the {everal forts of crea- 
tures, fo as to lofe no room. [4.] Exaé dimenfions are gi- 
ven him, that hé might maket proportionable, and might have ° 
room enough in it to anfwer the intention, and no more. 
Note, 1. Thofe that work for God, mutt take their meafures 
from him, and carefwly obferve them. 2. It is fit that he 
who appoints us our habitation, fhould fix the bounds and li- 
mits of it. [5.] He mutt prich ct within and without; With-- 
out, to fhed off the rain, and to prevent the water from foaking 
in; within, to take away the ill fell of the beafts when kept 
clofe. Obferve, God doth not'bid him paiar it, but prich it. 
If God give us habitations that-are fafe and warm and whole: 
fome, we are bound to be thankful, though they are not mag- 
nificent or nice. [6.] He mult make a little window towards 

the 


so Eee Ose Be be ts. 


has made of his wrath again{t all ungodlinefs and -unrighteouf- 


the top to let in light, and (fome think) that through>that 
window he might behold the defolations to be made on the 
earth. [7.] He muft make a door in the fide of it, by which 
to go In and out. 

_(2.) God promifed Noah, that he and his fhould be prefer-. 
ved alive in the ark, ver. 18.° Thou /balt come.into the ark. 
Note, What we do in obedience to God,-we ourfelves are 
likely to have the comfort and benefit of : If thou be wife, 


thou _fhalt be wife for thyfelf. Nor was he himfelf only faved — 


in the ark, but Azs qefe, and his fons, and his fons wives. 
Obferve, r. The care of good parents: They are felicitous 
not only for their own falvation, but for the falvation of their 
families, and efpecially their children. 2. ‘The happinefs of 
thofe children that have godly parents: Their parents piety oft 
procures them temporal falvation, as here ; and it furthers them 
Z the way to eternal falvation, if they improve the benefit 
of it. 

Fourthly, God here makes Noah. a great blefling to the 
world ; and herein makes him an eminent type of the Mefhah, 
though not the Mefliah himfelf, as his parents expected, chap. 
Vv. 29. sie 

ie God made him a preacher to the men:of that generation. 
As a watchman, he received the word from God’s mouth, 
that he might give them warning, Ezek. iii. 17. Thus, whz/e 
the long -fuffering of God waited, by his Spirit in Noah he 


preached to the old world, who, when St Peter wrote, were | 


Spirits in prifon, 1 Pet. ili. 18,19, 20.3 and herein he was a 
type of Chrift, who, in a land and age wherein a// fle/b had 
corrupted their way, went about preaching repentance, and 
“warning men of a deluge of wrath coming. 

2. God made him a faviour to the inferior creatures, to keep 
the feveral {pecies of them from perifhing and being loft in the 
deluge, ver. 19, 20, 21. This- was a great honour put upon 
him, that not only in him the race of mankind fhould be kept 
up, and that from him fhould proceed a new world; the 

- ejurch, the foul of that world; and Meffiah, the head of that 
church ; but that he fhould be inftrumental to preferve the in- 
ferior creatures, and fo mankind fhould in him acquire a new 
title to them. and their fervice. 1, He was to provide thel- 
ter for them, that they might not be drowned: Two of every 
fort, male and female, he mutt take with him into the ark ; 
and, left he fhould make any difficulty of gathering them toge- 
ther, and of getting them in, God promifes, (ver. 20.) that 
they fhould of their own accord come to him. . He that makes 


the ox to know Ars owner, and his crib, then made him know | 
his preferver and his ark. 2d/y, He was to provide fuftenance © 
He muft | 


for them, that they might not be frarved, ver. 21. 
vidual his fhip according to the number of his crew, that great 


family which he had now the charge of, and according to the | 
time appointed forhis confinement. Herein alfo he was a type 
of Chrift; to, whom itis owing that the world ftands, by whom » 


all things confift, and who preferves mankind from being to- 

tally cut: off and tuined’by fin ; in him the holy feed is faved 

alive, and the creation. refcued from the vanity under which it 

groans. “Noah faved’ thofe whom he was to rule; fo doth 
“ Chrift, Heb.¥. 9. 


22 Thus did Noah; according to all that God 


commanded him, fo did he. 


Noah’s care and diligence in building the ark may be con- . 


fidered, 

1. As an effect of his faith in the word of Gad. God had 
told him he-would thortly drown the world; and he believed 
it, feared the threatened deluge, and in that fear prepared the 
ark, Note, We.ought to mx faith with the revelation God 


* 


ingly. 


ns 


nefs of men; the threatenings of the word are not bugbears. 
Much might have been objected againft the credibility of:this 
warning given to Noah: Who could believe that the wife God, 
who made the world, fhould fo foon unmake it again; who_ 
had drawn the waters off the dry land, Gen. i. 9, 10. fhould | 
caufe them to cover it again? How would this be reconciled 
with the mercy of God, which is over all his works; efpecial- 
ly that the innocent creatures fhould die for man’s fin? Whence 
would water be had fufficient to deluge the world? And if it 
muft be fo, why. fhould notice of it. be given to Noah on- 
ly? But Noah’s faith’ triumphed over all thefe corrupt rea- 
fonings. : 

2. Asan. act of obedience to the command of God. Had 
he confulted with fleth and blood, many objections would have 
been raifed againft it. To rear a building, fuch a one ashe 
never faw, fo large, and of fuch exaét dimenfions, would put 
him upon’ a great deal of care and labour and expence:. It 
would be a work of time: the vifion was for a great while 
to come: His neighbours would ridicule him for his credulity, 
and he would be the fong of the drunkard: His building would 
be called Moch’s folly: If the worft came to the wort, (as 
we fay,) he fhould fare as well as his neighbours. But thefe, 
and a thoufana fuch objeétions, Noah by faith got ever. His. 
obedience was ready and refolute: Thus did Noab, willingly 
and chearfully, without murmuring and difputing : God faith, 
Do this, and he doeth it. It was alfo punétwal and perfeve- 
ring :;. He did all exactly according to the inftru€tions given 
him; and having begun to build, did not give off till he had fi- 
nifhed it: So did he, and fo muft we do. 

3. As an inflance of wi/dom for himfelf, thus to provide 
for his own fafety: He feared the deluge, and theréfore pre- 
pared the ark. Note, When God gives warning of approach- 
ing judgments, it is our wifdom and duty to provide accord- 
See Exod. ix. 20, 21. Ezek, iti. g. We mutt pre- 
pare to meet the Lord in his judgments on earth; flee to his 
name as aftrong tower, Prov. xvili. 10.; enter into our cham- 
bers, Ifa. xxvi. 20, 21.3 efpecially prepare to meet him at 
death, and in the judgment of the great day build upon Chrift 


‘the Rock, Mat. vii. 24. Come into, Chrift the Ark.. 


4. As intended for warning to a carelefs. world: And it 
was fair warning of the deluge coming; every blow of his 
axes and hammers was a call to repentance,.a call to them to 
prepare arks too. But fince by it he could not convince the 
world, by it he condemned the world, Heb.:xi. 7. 

CH )AS Bagel ¢ aise 
In this chapter we have -the performance of what was 

Soretold in the forgoing chapter, both concerning the 

deftru€tion of the old world, and the falvation of No- 

ab; for we may be fure that no word of God fhall 
fall to the ground. ‘There we left Noab bufy about 
bis ark, and full of care to get it finifhed in time, 
while the reft of his neighbours were laughing at him 

Sor bis pains: Now here we fee what was in the end 

thereof; of his care, and of their carelef{nefs. And 

this famous period of the old world gives us fome idea 
of the fate of things when the world that now is 
, Soall be deftroyed by fire, as that was by water: 

See 2 Pet. iii. 6, 7. We bave im this chapter, 1. 

God’s gracious call to Noah to come into the ark, 

ver. 1. and to bring the creatures that were to be 

preferved alive along with him, ver. 2, 3. in confider- — 
ation of the deluge at band, ver. 4. I. Noah's obe- 
en te SE Ce aaTee 


et = 


Chap. VII. 
Pendelt this heavenly vifion, ver. 5.: When be was 


600 years old, he came with hts family into the ark, 
ver. 6, 7. and brought the creatures along with him, 


ver. 8, 9.: An account of which ts repeated, ver.,12, 


14, 15, 16.; to which 1s added God’s tender care to 
fhut him in. III, The coming of the threatened de-. 
_uge, ver. 10.; the caufes of tt, ver. 11, 12; the pre- 
valency of it, ver. 17, 18, 19, 20. IV. Lhe dread- 
ful defolations that were made by it, in the death of 
every living creature upon earth, except what were 
in the ark, ver. 2%, 22,23. V. The continuance 
of tt in full fea, before zt began to ebb, 150 days, 
vere 24. ng ny 
-ND the Lorn faid unto Noah, Come thou, 


/ f-® and all thy houfe, into the ark: for thee 
have I feen righteous before me in this genera- 


tion. 2 Of every clean beaft thou fhalt take to: 


thee by fevens, the male. and his female: and 
of beafts that are not clean by two, the male 
and his female, 3 Of fowls alfo of the air by 
fevens, the male and-the female: .to keep feed 
alive upon the face of all the earth. 4 For yet 
feven days, and I will.caufe it to rain-upon the 
earth forty days and forty nights: and every li- 
ving fubftance that: I have made, will I deftroy 
- from off the face of the earth. , | 


: 3 . , . iS - . pth 4 . . ! 
_ Here is, Fir/, A gracious invitation of Noah and his fami-. 


ly into a place: of fafety, now the flood of waters was coming, 
wer. Ii - 


(1.) The calhitfelf is very kind, like that of a tender father: 
to his children to’come in a-doors when he fees night’ ora. 


_ftorm coming: Come thou, and all thy hou/e, that {mall famt- 
ly that thou haft, znto the ark. 
go into the aré till God bid him; though he kiew it was de- 
figned for his place’ of refuge, yet he. waited for a renewed 
command, and had it. 


ftep we take. 2dly, God doth not bid him go into the ark, 
but come into it; implying, that God would go with him, 
would lead him into it, accompany him in it, and in,due-time 
bring him fafe out of it. Note, Wherever we’ are, it is very 
defirable to have the prefence of God with us; for that is all 
in all to the comfort of: every condition. This was it, that 
made Noah’s arf, which was as a prifon, to be to him not on- 
ly a refuge, but a palace. 3¢/y, Noah had taken a great deal 
of pains to buz/d the ark, and now -he was himfelf preferved. a- 
live in it. Note, What we do in obedience to the command 
of God; and in faith, we ourfelves fhall certainly have the 
comfort of firft or laft. ath/y; Not he only, but bes hou/e al- 


‘fo, his wife and children, are called with him. into the ark. 
Note, It is good to belong to the family of a’ godly man; it is 


fafe and comfortable to dwell under fuch a fhadow. One of 
Noah’s fons was Ham, who proved afterwards but an ill man; 
yet he was faved in the ark: Which intimates, (1.) That wic- 
ked children often fare the better for the fake of their godly pa- 
rents.. (2.) That there is a mixture of bad with good in the 
beft focieties on earth, and-we ave not to think. it ftrange :1n 
Noah’s family. there was a Ham, and in Chrift’s family there. 
was a Judas: | here is no perfeé purity on this fide heaven, 
sthly, This call to Noah was a type of the call which the gof- 
pel gives to poor finners,. Chrifk is an ark. already prepared, 


ous before him: Thee have I feen. 


It is very comfortable to follow the: 
. calls of providence, and to fee God going before us im every: 


Ge Ni se 1s, 55 


_in whom alone we can be fafe when-death and'judgment come: 
"Now, the burden of the fong is, Come, come: The word faith, 


Come; minifters fay, Come; the Spirit faith, Come, come in- 
to the ark. 
(2.) The reafon for tliis invitation, is a very honourable 


- teftimony to: Noali’s integrity: For thee have I seen righteous 
_ before me in this generation. \ Obferve, 1/, Thofe are righ- 
- teous indeed that are righteous before God; that: have not on- 


ly the form of godlinefs, by: which. they appear righteous be- 
fore men, who may eafily’be impofed upon ; but the power of. 
it, by which they approve themfelves to God, who fearcheth 
the heart, and cannot be deceived in mens: chara@er. . 2d/y, 
God takes notice‘of, and is pleafed with thofe that are righte- 
In a world of wicked! 
people God could fee one righteous Noah; that. fingle grain: 


' of wheat could not be loft, no, not in fo great a heap of chaff: - 


The Lord knows them that are bis. 3adly, God, that is a 


- witne/s to, will fhortly be a-wztnefs for his people’s integrity: 

| He'that /ees it, will proclaim it: before angels and men to their 

immortal honour. ‘They: that ebtain’ mercy to be righteous,. 

_ fhall obtain witne/s that they are righteous. 

_ in a fpecial manner pleafed with thofe that are good in-bad 

- times and: places. 

| becaufe he“was fo in that wicked and adulterous generation. 

' sthly, Thofe that keep themfelves pure in times of common: 
‘iniquity, God will keep them fafe in times of commen calami-:. 

. ty; thofe that partake not with others in their fins, fhall not. 


4ibly, God-is 


Noah was therefore illuftrioufly righteous, 


partake with them in their plagues: ‘Thofe that are better than 


_ others, even in this life are fafer than others, and it is better: 
with them. 


Secondly, Flere are neceflary ordérs. given concerning the: 


- brate creatures that were to be preferved alive: with Noah im 


the ark, ver. 2, 3.. They were not.capable of receiving: the. 


| warning and direétions themfelves, as man.was; who herein 


is taught more than the beafts of the earth, and made wifer 


_ than the fowls of heaven, That he-is endued with a power of 
' profpect: '‘Therefore man is charged with the care of thems. 
Obferve, 1/2, Noah did not |! 


being under his dominion, they muft be under his proteétion ; 
and though he could not fecure every individual, yet he mult 


'. carefully preferve every /peeres, that no tribe, no, not the leaft 


confiderable, might entirely perifh out of the. creation. Ob~ 


- ferve in this, 14, God’s care for man, and for his comfort and 


benefit: We do not find that Noah. was folicitous of himfelf 
about this matter; but God confults our happinefs more than . 
we do ourfelves.. ‘Though God faw that the old world was - 
very provoking, and forefaw that the new one would be little 
better, yet he would preferve the brute creature’s for man’s ufe: 
Doth God take care for oxen 2 (4 Cor. ix. 9s) or was it not 
rather for man’s fake that this care was taken? 2d/y, Even. 
the unclean beafts were preferved alive in. the ark, that were 
leaft valuable, and leaft profitable: For God’s tender mercies 
are over all bis works, and not over thofe only that are of » 
moft eminency and ufe. 3¢/y, Yet more of the clean were 
preferved than of the unclean: (1.) Becaufe the clean. were 
moft for the fervice of man ; and therefore, in fayour to, him, 
more of them were preferved, and are {till propagated: ‘Thanks 
be. to. God, there are not. herds of lions as. there are of 
oxen, nor flocks of tygers as there are of fheep.. (2.) Becaufe 
the clean were for facrifice to God; and therefore, in honour 
to him,.more of them were preferved; three couple for breed, 
and the odd feventh for facrifice, chap. viii. 20. God gives 
us. fix for one in earthly things, (as in the diftribution of the: 
days of the week,) that in {piritual things we.fhould be all for 
him. What is devoted te God’s honour, and ufed in his fers 

vice, is particularly b/effed and increased, 
Thirdly, Here.is notice given of the now imminent ap- 
proach: 


pags) mee 

proach-of the flood, ver. 4. Yer seven days and I will caufe 
it Lo rain. 

(1.) It thall be feven days yer, before I do it. After_the 
120 years were expired, God grants them a_reprieve of feven 
days longer ; both to fhew how flow he 1s to anger, and that 
punifhing work is his ftraige work; and alfoto give them fome 
further {pace for repentance : But/all in vain; thefe feven days 
were trifled away after all the reft; they continued fecure and 
fenfual until the day that the flood came. aie sae aie 

(2.) It hall be but feven days. While Noah told them of 
the judgment at a diftance, they were tempted to put off their 
repentance, becaufe the vifion was for a great while to come : 
“But now he is ordered to tell them that‘it is at the door; that 


they have but one week more'to turn them in, but one fabbath 
more to improve; to fee if that will now at laft awaken them: 


to confider the things that belonged to their peace, which o- 
therwife would foon be Aid from their eyes. But it is com- 
‘mon for thofe that have been carelefs of their fouls during the 
years of their health, when they have looked upon death at.a 
diftance, to be as carelefs during the days, the feven days of 
their ficknefs, when they fee it approaching, their hearts being 
hardened by the deceitfulnefs of fin. 


5 And Noah did according unto all that the. 


Lorp commanded him. 6 And Noah was fix 
hundred years old, when the flood of waters was 
upon the earth. 7 § And Noah went in, and his 
fons, and his wife, and his fons wives with him, 


into the ark, becaufe of the waters of the flood. . 


8 Of clean beafts, and of beafts that are not 
clean, and of fowls, and of every thing that 
creepeth upon the earth, 9 There went in two 
and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and 
the female, as God had commanded Noah. 
10 And it came to pafs, after feven days, that 
the waters of the Hood were upon the earth. 


Here is Noah’s ready obedience to the commands that God 
gave him. Obferve, (1.).He went into the ark upon notice 


that the flood would come after feven days, though ‘probably- 


as-yet there appeared no vifible fign of its approach, no cloud 
arifing that threatened it, nothing done towards it, but all as 
vet ferene and clear ; for as he prepared the ark by faith in 
the warning given that the flood would come, fo he went into 
it by faith in this warning, that it would come quickly, though 
he did not fee that the fecond caufes had yet begun to work. 


’ He walked dy faith in every ftep he took, and not by fen/e. . 


During thefe feven.days it is likely he was fettling himfelf and 
his family in-the ark, and .diftributing the creatures into their 
feveral apartments; which was the conclufion of that vifible 
fermon, he had long been preaching to his carelefs neighbours, 
and one would think might have awakened them, but not ob- 
taining that defired end, it, left their blood upon. their own 
heads. (2.) He took all his family along with him: dzr wife 
to be his companion and comfort, though it fhould-feem. that 
after this he had no children by her; his ows and his fons 


wives, that by them not only his family, but the world of, 


_ mankind might be built up. Obferve, ‘Though men were to 
be reduced to fo {mall a. number, and it would be very defir- 
able to have the world f{peedily re-peopled, yet Noah’s fons 
were to have each of them but one wife; which ftrengthens the 


atgument again{t having many wives, for from the beginning of. 


ibis new world it-was not fo: As at firft:God made, fo now 
he kept alive but one woman for one man. See. Mat. xix.. 4, 


EN ES TES. 


- fervants with extraordinary trials of obedient patience. 


Chap. VII. 


8. (3:) The brute creatures readily went in with him: The 
fame hand that atfirft brought them to Adam to be named, 
now brought them to Noah to be preferved. The ox now 
knew Ais owner, and the a/s his protector’s crié; nay, even 
the wildeft creatures flocked to it: But man was. become more 
brutith than the brutes themfelves, and did not kuow, did not 
confider, Ifa. is 3: ee ee i : : 
11 4 In the fix hundredth year of Noah’s 
life, in the fecond month, the feventeenth day 
of the month, the fame day were all the foun- 
tains of the great deep broken up, and the win- 
dows of heaven were opened. 12 And the rain © 
was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 


Here is, Firf?, The date of this great event; this is care= 
fully recorded, for the greater certainty of the ftory, (1.) It 
was in the 600! year of Noah's hfe; which, by computa- 
tion, appears to be 1656 years from the creation. The years 
of the old world are reckoned not by the reigns of the giants, 
but by the lives of the patriarchs: Saints are of more account 
with God than princes: The righteous /ball be had in ever- 
lating remembrance. Noah was now a very old man, even 
as mehs yeats went then. Note, 1/, The longer we live.in 
this world, the more we fee of the miferies ‘and calamities of - 
it: Itis therefore {poken of as the privilege of thofe that die. 
young, that their eyes /hall not fee the evil which is coming, 
2 Kings xxii. 20. 2d/y, Sometimes God exercifeth his old 
The 
oldeft of Chrift’s foldiers.muft not promife themfelves a dif 
charge from their warfare till death difcharge them. Still they 
mult gird on their harnefs, and not boaft as though they had 
put it off. And as the year of the deluge is recorded ; fo, 
(2.) We are told, that it was 7 the fecond month, the fevens~ 
teenth day of the month, which is reckoned to be about the 
beginning of November ; fo that Noah had had a harvett jut 
before, from which to viétual his ark. - : 

Secondly, ‘The fecond caufes that concurred to this deluge: 
In the felf-fane day that Noah was fixed in the ark, the in- 
undation began. Note, 1. Defolating judgments come not till 
God has provided for the fecurity of his own. people ; fee Gen.’ 
xix, 22. “I can do nothing tll thou be come thither :? And: 
we find, Rey.vii. 3. the winds are held till the fervants of God 
are fealed.. 2. When good men are removed, judgments are 
not far off, for they are taken away from the evil to-come, Ha. 
Ivii. «.:, When they are called into thezr chambers, hid in the- 
grave, hid in heaven, then. God is coming out of bis place ta 
punifh, \fa. xxvi. 20, 21. | Now fee what was done on that 
day, that fatal day to the world of the ungodly. [1.] The 
fountains of the great deep were broken up. Perhaps there 
needed no new creation of waters; what were already made to 
be in the common courfe of providence bleflings to the earth, 
were now by an extroardinary act of divine power made the 
ruin of it. God has laid up the deep in ftorehoufes, Pfal. 
XXxiil. 7. and now he broke up'thofe {tores. As our bodies 
haye in themfelves thofe humours, which, when God pleafes, ~ 
become the feeds and fprings of mortal difeafes ; fo the earth. 
had in its bowels thofe waters which at God’s command {prung * 
up and flooded it. . God’ had, in the creation, fet Bars and 
doors to the waters of the fea, that they might not-return to 
cover the earth, Pfal. civ..g. Job xxxviii..9, 10, 11.3 and 
now he only removed. thofe ancient land-marks, mounds, and 
fences, and the waters of the fea returned to cover the earth, ~ 
as they had done at firft, Gen. i. 9. Note, All the creatures 
are ready to fight againft finful man, and any of them is able to 
be the inftrument of his ruin if God do but take off the re- 

; es .  ftraints 


* Chap. VIL. 


f{traints by which they are held in during the day of God’s pa- 
tience. [2.] The windows of heaven were opened, and the 
waters which were above the firmament were poured out up- 
on the world; thofe treafures which God has re/erved againft 
the time of irouble, the day of battle and war, Job xxxvii. 
22, 23. Therain, which ordinarily defcends in drops, then 
came down in ftreams, or fpouts, as they call them in the In- 


' dies, where clouds have been often known to burft, as they ex- 
~ prefs it there, when the rain defcends in a much more violent 


‘torrent than we have ever feen in the greateft fhower. 


read, Job xxvi. 8. that God binds up the waters on his thick 
clouds, and the cloud is not rent under them ; but now the 


bond was loofed, the cloud was rent, and fuch rains defcended _ 


as were never known before or fince, in {uch abundance, and 
of fuch continuance: The thick cloud was not, as ordinarily 
it is, wearied with watering, Job xxxvii. 11. 7. e. foon fpent 
and exhaufted ; but ftill the clouds returned after the rain, and 
the Divine Power brought in frefh recruits. It rained without 
intermiflion or abatement, forty days and forty nights, ver. 12.5 
and that upon the whole earth at once, not, as fometimes, xp- 
on one city and not upon another. God made the world in 


. fix days; but he was forty days in deftroying it, for he is flow 


to anger; but though the deftruGtion came flowly and gradu- 
ally, yet it came effe€tually. Now learn from this, 1/, That 
all the creatures are at God’s difpofe, and he makes what ufe 
he pleafeth of them ; whether for corredion, or for bis land, 
or for mercy, as Elihu {peaks of the rain, Job xxxvil. 12, 13. 
2dly, That God often makes that which /bould be for our 
welfare to become_a trap, Pfal. xix. 22. That which ufes 


to be a comfort and a benefit to us, when God pleafes, be- 


_ comes a fcourge and plague to us: 


Nothing more needful or 
“ufeful than waters, both the fprings of the earth, and the fhow- 
ers of héaven; and yet now nothing more. hurtful, nothing 
more deftructive: Every creature is to be what God makes 
it. 3dly, That it is impoflible to efcape the righteous judge- 
ments of God, when they come again{t finners with commif- 


_ fion; tor God can arm- both heaven and earth again{t’ them, 


fee Job xx. 27. God can /urround men with the meflengers 


of his ‘wrath ; fo that if they Jook upwards, it is with horror 


~ and amazement ; if they Joo to the earth, behold, trouble and 


' - darknefs, Ua. viii: 21922. Who then is able to ftand before 


., God when he is angry? *Laf/y, In this deftruction of the old 


_fhall be burnt up, as the flood was brought vpon the old world — 


world dy water, God gave a fpecimen of the final deftruction 
of the world that now is by fre; we find the apoftle fetting the 
one of thefe over againft the other, 2°Pet. ii. 6, 7. As there 
are.waters under the earth ; fo /Etna, Vefuvits, and other vol- 
canos, proclaim to the world that there are fubterraneous fires 


_too’s’ and fire often falls from heaven, many defolations are 


made by lightning: So that when the'time prefixed comes, be- 
tween fhefe two fires, the earth, and all the works therein, 


out of the fountains of the great deep, and through the win- 
dows of heaven. 


13 In the felf-fame day entered Noah, and 


-Shem,and' Ham, and Japheth, the fons of Noah, 


and Noahs wite, and the three wives of his fons 
with them, into the ark: 14 They, and every 


~beaft after his’ kind, and all the cattle after 


_ their kind, and every creeping thing that creep- 


eth upon the earth after his kind, and every 


fowl after bis kind, every bird of every fort. 


15 And they went in unto Noah into the ark, 


two and two of all flefh; wherein 7s the breath, 


Fy VoL. i, 


Gf ob srs 


We, 


ae 
of life. 16 And they that went in, went in 


male and female of all flefh, as God had com- 
manded him: and the Lorn fhut him in. 


Here is repeated what was related before of Noah’s en- 
trance into the ark, with his family, and the creatures that 
were marked for prefervation. Now, [1.] It is thus repeated 
for the honour of Noah, whofe faith and. obedience herein 
fhone fo bright, by which he obtained a good report; and who 
herein: appeared-fo great a favourite of heaven, and fo great a 
bleffing to this earth. [2.] Notice is here taken of the beafts. - 
going in after their kind, according to the phrafe ufed in the 
hiftory of the creation, chap, i. 21, 24, 25. to intimate, that 
jut as many fpecies as were created at firft were faved now, 
and no more; and that this prefervation was as a new crea- 
tion ; a life remarkably protected, is, as it. were, a new life.” 
[3-] Though all enmities and hoftilities between the creatures 
ceafed for the prefent, and ravenous creatures were not only fo 
mild and manageable as that the wolf and the lamb lay dower 
together, but fo ftrangely altered as that the /on did eat fraw 
ike an ox, Ifa. xi. 6, 7.3 yet when this prefent occafion was 
over, the reftraint was taken off, and they were {till of ‘the 
Jame kind as ever; for the ark did not alter their conftitution. 
Hypocrites in the church, that externally conform to the laws 
of that ark, may yet be unchanged ; and then it will appear, 
one time or other, what kind they are after. [4.] ‘That 
ewhich is here remarkably added, is, (ver. 16.) that she Lord 
fbut him in. As Noah continued his obedience to God, fo 
God continued his care ofi Noah ; and here it appeared to be 
a very diftinguifhing care, for the fhutting of this door fet up a 
partition-wall between him and all the world befide. God /huz 
the door, (1.) To fecure him and keep him fafe in the ark. 


The door muft be fhut very clofe, left the waters fhould breaks 


in and fink the ark; and very faft, left any without fhould 
break it down. Thus God made up Noah, as he makes up 
his ewels, Mal. iii. 17. (2.) To feclude all others, and 
keep them for ever out. Hitherto the door of the ark ftood 
open; and if any, even during the laft feven days, had repent- 
ed and believed, for ought I. know, they might have been wel- 
come into the ark: But now the door was fbut, and they 
were cut off from all hopes of admittance; for God /butteth 
and none can open. [ 5.) There is much of our gofpel-duty- 
and privilege to be {een in Noah’s prefervation in the ark. 
The apoftle makes it a type cf our baptifm, (¢.e. our Chrif 
tianity,) © Pet. tii, 20, 21. Obferve then, ¥] 

r. It is our great duty, In obedience tothe gofpel-call, by 
a lively faith in Chrift, to come into that way of falvation 
which God has provided for poor finvieys. \Wiyen ‘Noah came 
into the ark, he quitted his ownhoufe and landaypfetmak we 
quit our own righteoufnefs, and’ our worldly puilefions VWHEa « 
ever they come into ‘competition with Chvift, Noah inet! for’ 
a while fubmit to the confinement?and Hieénvenicneiee OF” 
ark, in order to his preforvation fora néweotdd! fowmote thal” 


‘come into Chrift to be faved by*him}' mate deny othemfelves 
\ both in fufferings and fervices. 


2. Thofe that come into the ark themfelves, fhould bring ag 
many as they can in with them, by good inftructions, perfua- 
fions, and a good example: What know? thou, O man, but 
thou, mayeft thus fave thy wife? 1 Cor. vii. 16. as Noah did 
his: There is room enough in Chrift for all comers. ~ 

3. Thofé that by faith come into Chri the Ark, fhall, by 
the power of God, be fhut in, and kept as’in a fttong hold by 
the power of God, ¥ Pet. i. 5. God put Adam into paradife, 
but he did not fhut him in, and ‘fo he threw himfelf out: But 
when he put Noah into the ark, and fo when he brings a foul 
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‘78: And:the waters: ptevailed,. and. were increa- 
fed steatly® upon thesearth » and the ark went 


upon.the*faceSf' the waters. 19 And the. wa-. 
ters prevailed exceedinsly ‘upon ‘thevearths and 
all the high hil; dit" dave wider the whole 


cheayen,.were; coyered, , 29 Fifteen’ cubits’ up- 


eward :did.othe waters, prevail ; and the moun- 
4 tains were covered pat aN : 


“We are here‘told, (1.) How léng the flood was increafing; 
forty days, vet..11.> The profane world, which believed not 
“that Tt would come,probébly.when it came flattered themfelves 
“with “hopes that:it would, foon.abate, and never come to ex- 


end... His, way is.perfee/, both in judgment and mercy. 2. 
“The gradual approaches and advances of God’s judgments, 
which are defigned to bring finners to repentance, are often a- 
-bufed to the hardening them in their prefumption. 


(2.) To what degree they'increafed. They rofe fo high, 


that not only the low flat countries were deluged; but'to make 
* “Sere work, and that ‘none might efcape, ‘the tops of the high- 


ne £\ Heer Aor p y ‘ ¥ n 2 ; - . 
~~“ eff mountains were’ overflowed fifteen cubits, 4. ¢. feven yards , 
‘and a half: So that 2m vain was falvation hoped for from. 


Fille or mountaras, Jer. iti, 23. None of God’s creatures are 


fo high*but his. power ¢an overtop. then; and he will make 


“them know, that wherein they. deal proudly, he.is above them. 
»)) Pethaps:thétops.of the moustains were wa/bed dowa by the 


Strength, ofthe. waters, which. helped much towards ‘the pre- 
igo oe LA PEMN WRENS DVS | % asy SE AG uae le BRE; 2 

vailing of the waters above them; for it is faid, Job xii. 15. he... 

Sends out the waters, and they not only overflow bit overturn. 


the earth.© Thusothe refuge of lies was\fwept away and the 


waters overflowed the hiding-place of thofe finners, Ifa. xxviii... 
1}, and in vain they fly to them for fafety, Rev. vi. 16. Now... 


thea untains departed, and the hills were removed, and no- 
Se thing ftood a man m flead but thé covenant of peaces Ha. liv. 
‘zo. There ig/no place on’ earth! fo high as. to)fet men. out of 


HO “she #each lof 'God’s! judgments, dite KU, 1.6, Obad. ver. 35 4. 


st eGod’syhand will find gut all. his enemies, Pfal. xxi.'8.° Ob- 
. (Serve. how cxaétly they are’ fathomed, fifleen’ cubits, not by 

~_Noah’s plummet, but his’ knowledge who welghenb the waters 
by meafure, Job xxvili2ys" 9 

(3.) What came of Noah’s,ark 


e atk atone fubfifted. v-Obferve! 1.1 The avaters:whigh broke, 
down every thing elfe, bore ap thécarke °Dhaty,which to un- 
believers is a {avour'df "death unto death, isto. the faithful a fa- 
“your of life tntd Tifé. “92. ihe more the waters :increafed, the 


Aigher the ark’ was lifted “up towards« heaven... Chus fanéte .. 
fied «fitions ‘are’ {piritval’ promotions:;’arid.-as.troubles)abound,. 


. confolations much moré*aboundyow » heist | 


ESIS : 


to Chritt, he infures the falvation:: lt is notin, oar own-keeps, | 
: 2 ges : : : ; ahigt 
4. The door of mercy will fhortly be-/hut-againtt thofe that 
now make Tigh? of it. (Now mock, ‘and at fhall be-opened:; 
but the time will come whenvit fhall not, Luke xili. 256 joy g 
17 And the flood was forty days upon’ the | 
earth: and the waters icyéafed, and bare up 
the‘ ark,cand .it was. lift, up above , the earth. 


: ‘k. when the, waters thus in- , 
.¢ @reafed : It was /fred up above the earth, ver. 17. and went..| 
5. upon the face of the wiiters, ver018.3 when’ all-other bpild- 
B MUERTOS ge oT teas ye Ae tN oe eb 
aps were demolifhed by the waters). and:buried sander them,.,} 
x 


t 
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-2ioAnd all: fefh died’ that’ ‘moved epon ther 
earth, both of fowl; and. of cattle, and:of beatt, 


Ld 
<4, x t 
~ : 


veryi creeping thing, that, creepeth 


onthe, earth, and every. man. — .22 acne | 
noftrils was the- breath: of; life,) of all.that was 
inthe dry land, died. ©23 And every: diving: 
fubitance was deftroyed' which was tpon the 
face of the ground, both man, and cattle, aid 
the‘creeping things,.and the fowl of. the, hed- 
ven ; and they wete-deftroyed: from. the earth : 
and Noah otily remained salive; and: they that 
were, with him in the ark: © 24 And the waters 


and.of: ev 


nadayss iol -dsol Atiw lisvorq.o) saod ..sd yer tt eters) 
*” “Here is, Furfy “The 'veneral deftett@ion oF al iflef® by the: 


_ waters-of the flood. Come and fee the‘defolations which God 
makes in the earth, Pfal: xlvi. 8. and’ how helays heaps upon. 
heaps. Never did ‘death’ triuinph ‘fo; “from its felt étitrance 

unto this day, as it did then. ‘‘Come’ ahd fe death “pon his 
pale horfe, and hell following with him, ‘Rev. viv 73-8) ©o 

1. All the cattle, fowl, and creepiis “thitgs, died, except 


RAP. FH 


All flefb died, ver. 21.3 “al/ in whofe nofirile was the’ breath 
of life, of al that was on the dry land, ver. 22. p every heing 
Subjiance, ver. 23. — And why fo? ‘Man only had" done awick-. 
edly, and juftly is God's ‘hand ‘againft him ‘but thee. fheep, 
what have they done? } anfwer, (1.) We are fare God did 
| them no wrong: He is the fovereign Lord of allife, ‘for he 
is the fole Fountain arid’ Author of it. “He that made them 
as he pleafed, might unimake:them when he’pleafed'; and who 
fhall fay unto him, What docf? thou’? “May he’ not dowhat he 
will with bis own, which were created for bis pleafure?>(2:): 
. God did admirably ferve ‘the purpofes of his: 6wn"glory by their 
deftrution as wellas by their ‘creation’: Herein’ hisholinefs 
and juftice were: greatly magnifed: By this it appears that he 
hates fin, and is highly difpleafed with fioners) when even the 
inferior. créatutes, becaufe they ate-the fervants of man, and* 


_ the fervants ‘of fin,” are“déftroyed “with hinw! s°¢Phisomakes the 
| judgment the“more remarkable) ‘the more dreadful,.aid confe-. 
‘7 enh the more “expreflive of “God"s wrath and»vengeance. 


under, Rom. viit, 21,-+23.° ‘It: was likewife .an isftance of 
‘God's -wifdom. As the creatures were made for manowhen. 


multiplied ; and therefore, now mankind was reduced. to fo 
{mall a number, it was fit that the! béafts’ fhould ‘proportionably 
__ be reduced 5 otherwife! they would have had che dominion, and: 

would have replenifhed ‘the ‘earth, ‘and the -remnanteof mankind: 
that was left would ‘have been overpowered by them. “See how 
the bea/l of the field muldply agavift thee. 0% § yom 
(|. world, (ercept what ‘werétin ‘the ark, ) died): “Every man,. 
ver. 21, and ver. 23.5°and ' perhaps ‘they’ were a8 many: as are- 
| now upon the face’ of the earth, if not’more.c Nowy (1.) We 
_ may eafily imagine ‘what’ terror atid confternation feized ion them: 
» when they faw themifelves furrounded. “Cut Saviour tells US, < 

that till +e very day that: the’ flood came, ‘they were eating 


cP, 


2°; 


, Sity and fehfuality 
srying, Pele, seac“tothenfélvess deaf ande blind to all di. 
» ine wattings’ “In this) poltere déath firprited them; as 1 Sam. 
_ Sxkx. 10,17. But © what an athazement'they were in then ! 

ia CAISt Qumineg eal ee pahisiie| Nowe 


\ 
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) 


prevailed upon.the earth an hundred and fifty 


|_ part of his’ poflefion, and-becaufe they have been’ abufed'to be- 


“he was made, “fo they were’ multislied for him Gwhen he was - 


|°- 2. All the men, women, and children, ‘that \were-in the- 


and Grinklig. Luke ‘xvii? 2 2) They werevdrowned in fecus. 
», before they were-drowneduin’thofeowaterss. ; 


Chap. VIE. 


~ the few that were in the ark. “Obfetve “how this is repeated: _ 
‘\tremity ; but still it anerea/ed ib prevailed, Note, 1. When | 
‘God judges,,he qwill,overcome. _ If he begin, he will make an - 


he deftru€tion of the creatures ‘was their deliverance from the. 
bondage of corruption, which now the whole creation groans. 


God confidered this in ahother ‘cafe,Exod. xxiii.2qui Leff 


Chap. VIL. 


Now they fee and feel that which they would not believe and 
fear, and art’ convinced of their follyawhen: itis too ate ;) now 
“they find’ no. place for repentance, thongh they: feek it! cateful- 
dy with tearsy < (2.), We may fuppofe that, they, tried_all. ways 


cand means pofhible for their.preferyation, but all in vain, Some — 
climb to the tops. of trees or,mountains, and {pin out their ter- | 


34535 D Ss 
rors there a. wh 


there; but either they perifh there for want of food, or by 
“a fpeedier difpatch, ‘a dafh of tain wathes them off that deck. | 
Others, it may be, hope to prevail with Noah for admiffion’ 


_into the ark, and pleaded old acquaintance: ‘‘ Have we not) 


eaten and.drunkin thy prefence?. Haft thou not taught in our 


oy dtreets ?” <* Yea, (might. Noah fay,) that I have many a time 


La ao 


» Thofe that are not found in, Chrift the Ark, ‘are.certainly un- 
done, undone for eyer : Salyation itfelf cannot fave them 5, fee | 
» Tha. x. 3.,4(3.). We, may fuppofe that, fome oof thofe that pe- 


v 


Von 


~-; -dLet. us now. ; paufe a,while, and confider this tremendous 


_ defttustion :,; Let us fee.and fay, Is zs. a fearful thing to fall} 
_ ante the hands of the.living God! Who can fand before him 

when he ts angry? ;Let us, fee and fay, ft is an evil thing, 
cand a bitter, 10 depart from God. The fin of finners, will,” | 


O10 floods esx ‘huivosri Roy 
Secondly, The {pecial prefervation,of Noah and his family,” | 


- shim inthe ark. (Obferve,.(1.). Noah fiver. When all about 
_cHim. were monuments of juftice, thoufands falling on his right- 
_ hand, and ten:thoufands-on.his left, he was ,a monument of 


all my counfel, Prov. i..24, 25.:, And now it is not in my 


~ Climbing high in, an, outward profeflion will not bring-men to 


_ employed by him in the. building of the-ark ; and yet were not 
-. foowife as ‘by, repentance to fecure themfelves a-place in it. 
» Thus wicked, minifters, though.they may have been infiru- 


to little purpofe., J called; but yourefufed: you fet at nought 


power'to-help you; God hath fhut.the door, and -I cannot o- 
pen it.”. Thus it willbe at. the great day, Matth. vil. 22, 


heaven, nor claiming relation to good people; Matth, xxv. 8. 
rifhed.in the deluge, had themfelves aflifted Noah, or were 


mental to. help others to, heaven, will themfelves be thruf? down 


- judgment:'.Let our hearts meditate terror, the terror .of this 


without repentance, be their. ruin firft or laft; if God be true, 
it will. Though. hand join in hand, yet the wicked [hall mot go’ 

_unpunifbed. \.The righteous God knows how to bring a flood” 
upon the world of the ungodly, 2 Pet. ii. 5. - Eliphaz appeals 
to this ftory, as a!{tanding warning to a carelefs world, Job ‘ 
xxii, 15, 16.5 Hoffthou marked the old way which wicked 
men have trodden 2 which were cut down out.of time, and 
fent into eternity, | whofe. foundation was overflown with a 


wer. 23% Noah only remained alive, and they that were with 


mercy 3 only with his.eyesmight, be bebgld and fee the ré= 
ward of the wicked, Plal. xch.7, 8... In, the floods of great 
waters they, did not. come nigh him, Plal. xxx. 6, We have 
reafon to -think.that...while the long-fuffering. of God waited; 
Noah «ict only preached to, .but. prayed for, that wicked world, 
and would’ have turned. away, the, wrath ; but his prayers re-’ 
turn into: his »own,-bofom, jand, are anf{wered only in his own 
efcape ;-which;is, plainly referred. to, Ezek. xiv. 14. Noah, 


+: Dantel, end, Job, fhall but dehver their own fouls, A matk'’ 
ove 0f honour fuall, be fet on interceflors.; (2+); He But hives.'' 

‘co Noah\ remains alive,and that,is all: He_is in effet buried 
alive scooped up in.ajclofe;place, alarmed with the terrors: of, 
orl? the. defcending, sain and -increafing flood, andthe fhrieks and 


eutcries of his perifhing neighbours, his heart dverwhelmed with 
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re ile; but ‘the flood reaches them at laft, and they | 
“are forced to‘die with the more deliberation. 2 Some) itvis like- | 
‘Wy, ‘cling to the ark; and wow hope=that,that may’ be; their fafe- 
» ty which ;they shad {o Jong made their fport.. Perhaps -fome 
o-get to.the: top of the ark, and hope to‘fhift for themfelves | 


_o dark ; for though God contend long, 
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melancholy thonghts of the :defolations made: But he com- 
forts himfelf with this, that he is. in the way of,duty,, and in 
the’ way of idelivetantes! And we are-taught, Jer. xlv. 4, 5. 
that when ‘defolating \\judgments are abroad, we mult not /eeé 
great or pleafant’ things to lout/elves,/but reckon, it. an un{peak- 
able favour if we have our, /ives given us for a prey. 


qu sisd . DESHOA: PioiMIlbdy bas filer 
‘In the clofe' of thé foregoing chapter we lefesthe world um 
~ “ruins, and’ the church in Straits 91 but in(this-chapter 
“que have the repair. of theyone; andythe enlargement of 
the other.’ Now the feene alters; and another face of 
cutbings: begins to be prefented to,.us, and. the brighter 
i fide of that.cloud which, there, appeared Jo, black and 
fit ¢, be will not eon~ 
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tend for evet, zor be always wroth. We bavehere, 


I. The earth made new, by the recefs ofthe waters, 
and the appearing of the. dry-land, now asfecond time 5 
“andl both gradual. (12) The incréafe.of| the .waters 
" fe Raid, vert, 2 C2.) They begin fenfibly.to abate, 
“vet. 3. (3.) After finteen dapscebbing the ark refts, 
\ ver. 4... (4.) After fixty days ebbing, the tops of the 
mountains appeared above water, ver. g4! :( 53) df 
ter. forty days ebbing, and’ twenty days: before the 
mountains appeared, Noah began to fend out his fpres, 

a raven.and a dove, to gain intelligence, ver.'6;—12. 
(6.) Iwo.months after. the. appearing of the tops of 
| the mountains, the waters were. gone, and the face 
of the earth was dry,..ver. 13. though not dried 
fo as to be fit. for man till almoft.two months after, 
wert 14. lle Man placéds,anew.upon, the, earth. 
In whith; (2.) Noab’s:difeharge and departure out 
of the ark, ver. ¥5,—+19+''(2:) Hes facryfice of pratfe 
which he offered to'God upon bhisenlargement, ver. 20. 
(3.) God’s acceptance of bis facrifice 3: and the pro- 
mife he made thereupon net to drown the world again, 

Vers 21,22 

gainft judgment. di biden ee oe 
sit hy , VIB Wy Aue “Ltrs } 

ND’ God’ remembered Noah, and.,every li- 
, ving thing, and all ‘the cattle that.was 
with him in, the, ark: and: God’ made’ a wind 
to pafs over the earth, and, the. waters, affuaged. 
2 The fountains alfo-ofitheideep; and the. win- 
dows of heaven were ftopped, and ithe rain from 


tO Onsite 


heaven, was reftrained.” “3 And'’the ‘waters re- 
turned from.off the earth; continually >and af- 


ter the end of the hundred.and fifty days the 


~ waters were’ abated. "<0" : 


Here: is, Fur/, An.act of God’s, grace. God remembered 

| Noab, andievery hring thing; This,is an -expreflion after 
the mannervofithen ; for;ot any ofshis creatures, (Luke xit. 

6.) much lefs any:of his, people, are forgotten. of God, Ifa. 
xlix. 155.962: But,o(4.),The. whole race of mankind, except 

Noah’ and his family, sas now.extinguifhed, and gone into the 
land of forgetfulne/s,.to be remembered, no, more; fo that 


'*God’s remembering Noah, was, the return of his mercy to man- 


kind, of whom he would, not. make a /udlend.  Itis a ftrange 
exprefion, Ezek. y, 13. When Ihave caufed my fury to reft 


. upon them, I will be comforted: ‘The demands: of Divine 


Jaftice had’ been anfwered; by’ the ruin ofc thofe finners, he 
Ha had 


And thus’ at length mercy réjoiceth a= 


z 


~ 
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had eafed him of bis adverfaries, Ufa. i. 24.: and now his 
Spirit was quieted, Zech. vie'8.;-and he remembered Noah, 
andevery living thing. He remembered mercy in wrath, 
Hab. ii, 2, remembered. the days of old, Ha. xii. 11. re- 
membered the holy feed, and then remembered Noah. (2.) 
Noah himfelf, though one that had found grace in the eyes of 
the Lord, yet feemed to be forgotten in the ark, and perhaps 
began to,think himfelf fo; for we donot find that God had 
told: him how long -he-fhould; be confined, and when’ he/fhould’ 
be releafed. Very good . men} have fometimes been ready to 
conclude themfelves forgotten of God, efpecially when their 
affi@igns havésbeen nioré* than ordinary grievous and long. 
Noah, :though.a\ great believer, yet when he found the flood 
continuing foylong after it ‘might’ reafonably be prefumed to 
have doné.its work, perhaps® was? tempted to fear left he that 
fhut him in would: keep chim °in 3° and~ began to expoftulate, 
Flow feng, wiltthou forget me? But at length God returned 
in mercy to shim ;sand>that is exprefled by “his remembering 
him.\cNotes:Thofe that remember God hall certainly be re- 
membeéred by him,-how defolate and difconfolate foever their 
condition may beso» He will appoint them a fet time, and re- 
member thems Jobssxiy.13.°(3.) With Noah God remem- 
bered) every Jiving thing for though his delight be efpecially 
in the-fons of men, yet “he refoiceth in all his works and 4a- 
teth nothing that he bas made.’- He takes fpecial care not 
only of his people’s perfons, but of their poffeflions ;. of them, 
and all-that belongs:to.them.:'-He confidered the cattle of 
Nineveh, Jonah iveirr. 

Secondly, Anak of God’s power over wind and waiter, 
neither \of which: are: under’'man’s ‘controul, but both at his . 

beck. >| cObfermeyy isdiweiol ‘ eK: 

1. He commanded the wind, and faid to that, Go, and zz 
went, in orderto thecarrying off of the flood. God made a 
wind to paferover\ the earth, See here, (t:) What was 
God’s, remembrance of Noah ;\it' was his reieving him. 
Nete,:Thefe whon» God remembers, he remembers effectually 
for good +-He remembers’ us‘to fave us, that we may remem- 
ber toferve him;s (2.:)"What’a fovereign dominion God has 
over the|winds: zblechath them mm brs £7, Prov. xxx. 4. and 
brings. them outsof hintrea/uries; Pfal. cxxxyv. 7. He fends 
them when,ands whither ‘and’ for'what purpofes he pleafeth. 

‘Even formy winds fulfil his word, Pfal. cxlviii. 8- It fhould 
feen) while the. waters, increafed there was noowind,” for that 
weuld have added to the, tofs of the:ark, but. now God fent a 
wind when it would not be fo troublefome. Probably it was - 
a north«wind, for that drives away rain. However it was a 
drying-wind, uch a wind as God fént ‘to’ divide the Red-fea 
before-Hrael, Exod. Xivi 2104 4° dia" 

2. He remanded the waters, and faid to-them, Come,: and): 
they came.’ [1.] He took away the caufe... He fealed up 
the {prings of thofe\ waters, the fountains of the great deep, 
and the windows of heaven. ' Note, 1, As God has a key 
to open, fo he has.a-key to fhtt'up again, and to ftay‘the pro- 


grefs of judgments by. ftopping, the caufes of them. © And the! } 


fame hand that brings the, defolation mu/? bring.the deliver-2 
ance: To that hand therefore our eye muft ever be. He that. 
wounds'is ‘alone ablé to“heal. “See Job xii. 14, 15. ‘ 2dly, 
When affli@ions have! doné the “work for which they are fent, 
whether killing work or curing work, they. fhall be ‘removed. 
God’s word thall not return void, Ifa. lv..10, 11. [2s] 
Then the fe ceafed > not all at once, but by..degrees. . 
The waters efkayed, yer. 1.3 returned from off the earth . 
continually, ver, 3. Heb, they were going and returning ; 
which notes.a gradual departure. The heat, of the fun exhan. 
led muchy and perhaps’ the fubterraneous caverns :foaked_in 
more. ‘Note, As the ¢arth was not drowned in a day, fo it 
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-ground above forty days before they /aw it, a 


Chap. VII... 


was not dried in.a day. In the creation it was but ove day’s 
work to clear the earth from the waters that covered it, and 
to make it dry land; nay, it was but half a day’s work, Gen. 

i. g, 10. » But the’work of creation being finithed, this work 
of providence was effected by the concurring influence of {e- 
cond caufes, yet thus enforced by the almighty power of God.” 
God-ufually works deliverance for his people gradually, that _ 
the day of /mall things may not ‘be: de/pifed, ‘nor ‘the’ day of” 
great things defpaired of, Zech. ivixos “See: Prov. iver. td 
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4 q And the ark refted in th lo asians ‘i 


on the feventeenth day of the month; upon the’ 


‘mountains ‘of Ararat: “5 And the: waters de-_ 
-creafed continually until the tenth month; in... 


the tenth month, on, the firft. day. of the month, is 
were the. tops of the mountains feen., © © iow) | 


Here we have the effects and evidences of the ebbing of the; 
waters. ciple Chala 

Firft, The ark refled.’ This was fome fatisfaction to. No- 
ah, to-feel the houfe he was in upon firm ground, and no long- - 
er moveable. It refted upon a mounsain, whither it was di- 
reét, not by“Noah’s prudence, he did not fteer it, but by the, 
wife and gracious providence of God, that it might ref the _ 


Jooner. ' Note, God“ has’ times and places of reft for his. peo-, 


ple after their toffings: And many a time he provides. for their , 
feafonable and comfortable fettlement without their own con= 
trivance, and quite beyond their own forefight. The ark of 


the church, though fometimes tofed with tempe/fis, and nob 
comforted, Ia. liv. 11. yet it has ats refy Adts 1X. 31. - 


Secondly, The tops of the mountains were feen, like Tittle oe 
ilands, appearing above the water, We mult fuppole that they 


, were feen to Noah and bis fons, for there were no other to fee. _ 


them : It is likely they had looked through the window. of the. 


ark every day, like the longing mariners ‘after a tedious yoy-. 
age, to fee if they could difcover land, or as the prophet’s fer-__. — 
vant, 1 Kings xviii.-43. and/at length they (by ground, and. 


enter the day of the difcovery in their journal. They felt — 
cording to Dr | 
Lightfoot’s computation ; ‘whence he infers, that if the wa- _. 
ters decreafed proportionably, the’ ark dréw eleyen cubits in. 
waters. : 


6 F And it came to pafs at the end of forty. 
days, that Noah opened the window of the ark. 


‘which he had made. 7 And he fent forth a ra- 


ven, which went forth fo..and. fro, until the. 
waters were dried up: from off the earth: 8 Al-: 
fo he fent forth a dove from ‘him, to fee. if the 
waters were abated from’ off the.face of ‘the 


| ground. 9 But the dove found no. reft, for..the- bth. 


fole of her foot, and fhe returned unto him: ins:\ 


to the ark): forthe waters were on the face 6f °"" 
othe whole earth. Then he put forth his hand,, 
and took her, and pulled ‘her in unto him. into. 


‘the ark. 10 And. he ftaid. yet .other feven: 


_ days, and again he fentforth the dove. out of” 


the ark. 11 And the dove came in to him in 
the evening, and lo, in’ her mouth was an olive. _ 
leaf pluckt off: fo Noah, knew that the waters: 


were abated from off ithe earth... 127And. he. 


ftaid yet other fevem days, and fent forth the — 
dove 3 


- 


re 3 & , / 
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13 G And it came to pafs in the fix ‘huns” 
_ dreth and. firft year,in the firft month, the firtt 
day, of. the: month; the waters: were dried up, 
' from off the earth: and Noah removed the:co-. 
vering of the ark, and looked,; and. beheld, bthe >: 
, fice of the ground, was drywi 14 Anddmthe fe!» 
_cond month, on the féven-and twenti€th day of 


‘ abet 

Chap.. VILL.. 
dove’; which returned ‘not again unto him any” 
rea Ot © ven bae a ele 

We have here,an account ofthe {pies which Noah fent forth 
to bring, him. intelligence« from abroad ;.a faven, anda dove. 
Obferve here, .. . aS earisioy BOLERO. Dr 

Fir, That though God. had» told<Noah particularly when’ 
the flood would. come, even. to a day,ychapswil: 4.yet he did° 
not give; him a particular account by- revelation at-what times: 
and by what fteps it fhould go away: (1.) Becaufe the know- 
ledge of the former Was ‘neceflary to ‘his preparing the ark, and 
fettling himfelf in it s:but the ‘knowledge of the latter would: 
only ferve to gratify his curiofity, and the concealing of it from: 
him would be the needful exercife of his faith and patience. 
And, (2.) He gould not forefee, the, flood but by revelation, | 
but he might ‘by ordihaty means difcover the decreafe of it, 
and therefore God! was ‘pleafed to! leave him ‘to the ufe-of 
them. 


the month, was the earth driéd.°°) 


Here is, Fir, The ground dry, versa. toed allithe water | 
carried off it, which upon: the. Ar/2..dayJof.the jx? month (a 
joyful new-years day it was) .Noah.was himfelf anceyelwitnefs'< 
of. He removed the covering ofthe ark snot the whole¢o-" 
vering, but fo much as would fuffice , to gives him|lacprofpech of 1s" 
the earth about it: And a. moft comfortable profpefuhe hadye® ~ 
for behold, behold and wonder, the. face ofthe: ground was” °° 
dry, Note, (1.) It isa great mercy to fee dry-ground about." 
us, Noah was more fenfible of it,than we ate; for mercies”? 
reftored are much more affecting than mercies continued. (2.)0"°” 

“The divine power which now:renewed the face of therearthy © 
can renew the face of an afflicted, troubled foul, vand of a dif2o™ 
“treffed perfecuted church.. He can.make dry ground to appear!’ ai 
‘there where it feemed to, have ibeen\Joft and forgotten, Pfak °°" 


feeds on the carrions its finds there. But return )thou to thy 
ref, O my foul; to thy Noah, fo the word is, Pfal. cxvi. 7. 
O that I had wings hike a dove to flee to him! Pfal. lv. 6. 
And as Noah put'forth his hand, and tock the dove and pul- 
fed her in unto him into the ark; fo Chrift-will gracioufly pre- 
ferve, and help, and welcome thofe that fly. to. him for reft.’ 
3diy, The olive-branch, which was an emblem, of peace, was: 
brought not by the raven, a bird of prey, nor. by a gayand 
_ proud peacock, but by a mild, patient, humble dove. It is a 
dove-like difpofition that brings into the foul earnefts of reft 
and joy. 4th/y, Some make thefé:things an allegory. ©The 
“law was firlt fent forth like-the, raven, but brought no’ tidings: 


of the affuaging of the waters of God’s wrath with. which-the~ 


world df mankind was deliged: ‘Therefore zn the fuluefs of , 
time God fent forth his go/pe/, as the dove, 1 thé likene/s of 
which the Holy Spirit de/cended ; “and this prefents us with 
an obye-branch, and brings in a betterhope 


xvi. 16. t 
Secondly, The ground dried, ver. 14s fo-as:to bea fit hae o-* 
bitation for Noah. Obferve, Though Noah faw the ground°**” 
dry the firft day of the firft month, yet God would not faffer®” 
him to go out of the ark till the twenty-feventh day of the fe. | 


‘scond month. ° Perhaps Noah, being fomewhat weary of his” 


re{traint, would have quitted the ark at firft; bat'God, im kind- - 


“nefs to him, ordered him to ftay fo much longer: “Note; God’ 


confults our benefit rather than. our -defifes:\\ For ‘he knows: | 
what is good for us better than we do. for ourfelvesy and how 
long it is fit our reftraints fhould continue, ‘and detired mercies, 


» fhould: be delayed. We: would . go. out’ of the ark before’ the 


ground is dried; and perhaps.if the: door be( fhut, are! ready to 


“remove the covering, and,to climb up.fomerother way 3 but 


we fhould be-fatished that. God's time-of dhewing merey ig cét-"0" 


‘tainly the belt time, ;when the. mercy is, sipe:foruss abdaweare ©” 
Bec ay Ue ee 


ready for it. 


15-4 And God fpake unto Noah, faying, 1 6. 


Go forth of the ‘ark; thou, and, thy wife; and icc. 


thy fons, and’ thy fons. wives..with. thee. ape a 
Bring forth with, thee:.every diving thing ‘that: 
is with thee, of all fleth, botb\ of fowl; and of 


- cattle, and of every’ creeping thing that’ creep... . 


eth upon the earth} that they..may breedas: ’ 
bundantly in the earth,.and .be-fiuitful) and 
multiply upon the, earths qa 8AndsNoah ‘went 
forth,and. his fons, and: his “wifés°and “his fons. 
wives with him’ 19 Evéty beat, ‘every, creep- - 
ing thing, and ‘every fowl, and. whatfoever 
creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds;went 
forth out, of:the ark. : 


Here is, -Firf; Noah’s difiniffion, out of the ark,:ver. 1 53 


16, 17." Obferve, (4-) Noah did not ftir till (God. bid. him, 


= As he hada command’ to po ‘into the, ‘ark, chap. vil, 1. fo 
. (how tedious foever his-confinement there was) hewould wait 
| for a cornmand to-go out’ of it avain, 
our ways acknowledge God, and fet him before us im all our 
‘removes. “Lhofe only go under God’s protection that follow 


Note, We muft.in all- 


G.od’s: 


s 


& 2. 


God’s conduc, and. fubmit, to /his\ government... ‘Thofe, that 
fteadily adhere to God’s word as, their, rule, and. are guided 
by his. grace as their principle, and take hints from “his. provi- 
-denée.to affift them in-their application of general direétions to 
-patticularycafes, may_in faith fee him guiding their, motions in 
their, march thraugh, this wildernefs, (2.) Though God de- 
“tained him long, yet at laft he gaye him his difeharge 3 for #be 
Difion ts for an appointed time, and af the end tt Jal peak, 
“Ge fhall [peak z7'uth, Hab. i. 3. it fhall noe He. .(3-) God 
had faid, Come into the arb} which intitnated that God ‘went: 
in with him And here, not' Come forth, but'Go forth; which 
intimates, that Godawho iwentin with him, Said. with him all 
the while,.till-hefentihim out fafes for he! hath faid, Z w1// 
not leavesthee..\{ 4a) Some.obferve,.that when, they wete or-, 
dered into:th ark, the,menandsthe avomen were mentioned, 
- feparately,chap.cvie\i8- , Lhouy. and. thy Sonss and thy. wife, 
and thy fons wives; whence, they.infer, that during that time 
of mourning..they were apart, and their wives apart, Zech, 
xii, 12... But. now God. did, as it were, new-marry them, 
fending out Noah and dis wife together, and Azs fons and theor 
wives together,.that they might be fruitful and multiply. (5-) 
Noah ‘is “ordered to. bring the creatures. out with him ;. that 
- having taken the care of feeding them fo long,-and been at fo 
much pains about them, he might have the honour of Jeading 
them forth by their armies, and receiving their homage. 
Secondly, Noah’s departure when he had his difmiffion. As 
‘he would not go out without leave, fo he would not, out of 
| -fear,or humour, {tay in when; he had leave, but was in.all_poits 
. obfervant.of the heavenly vifon.. Though he had,been now 
~ a full year and ten days a prifoner in the ark, yet when. he 
~ found himfeélf preferved there, not only. for anew life, but for 
~ anew world, he faw-no reafon to complain of his long confine- 
ooment.i (Now obferve, (1.)/ Noah and:his family. came oyt: a- 
dives though, one of them was a-wicked Ham, whom, shough 
he efcaped the flood, God's juftice could have,taken away by 
 fome other flroke. But they are all alive. Note, When fa- 
milies “have been long continued together, and no breaches 
~~ made upon them, it muftsbe looked upon as. a-diftinguifhing 
.ofavouryand attributed to. the Lord?s smerctes. (2.) Noah- 
., brought, out all, the. creatures, that went in.with him, except 
the raven, and_the dove, who probably were ready to meet - 
_ their mates at their‘coming out. Noah was able to give a ve- 
vy good account’ of his charge ; for of all that were given him 
he had loft none, but was faithful to him that appointed him 
pro bac vice -high-{teward,of his houfehold, 


204 And ‘Noah builded ‘an ‘altar ‘unto the - 
Lorp, and. took of every cléan beaft, and of e-: 
“very clean fowl, and offered burnt-offerings on 
the altar. 21 And the Lorp fmelled a fweet, 
_davour; and the. Lorn faid in his. heart, I will 
not agaimcurfe the ground any more for man’s’ 
“fakes for the imagination of man’s ‘heart ‘zs evil 
“fron his youth: neither will TP again finite “any 
_More every thing living as I have done. 22°] 
While.the earth remaineth, feed-time and har- 
veft, and cold and-heat, and fummer and «win- 
ter; and day and night thall not*ceafe:> 
Here is, Fir?, Noah’s. thankful acknowledoment, of God's 


fayour to. him, in completing the. metcy of his deliverance. . 
Were 206. :\ 


4 o 3s He buch an altar. 
avithout particular in{trnctions 


Hitherto he had. done naulbae. 
and commands from God. He 


3 é efit sCPeiic 2 Basins Tht sas Wag YsToN 
ohad.a particular call jato the ark, and, another. out, of .it.;,,but. 


' begins, with God. 


(ed. 
» we find done in the new: world. was an; ad of wor/bips Jer. vi. 
16.) We are not sow to exprefs our thankfulnefs by burnt- 


> nefs. 
— eff well, fhalt thou not be.accepted2 Noah was fo. .\ For; 1. 


Vio tie 


a 1S, Chap. Vile 


+} 


valiars.and.factifices being already of, divine inflitution for, re- 


»ligious, worfhip, he. did not ftay for a particular command thus 


to.exprefs his thankfulnefs: Thofe, that have received mercy 
from God. fhould be forward.in returning thanks;. and, do) 1t- 
not.of confiraint, but willingly....Gad is.pleafed j with: free- 


> will offerings,.and praifes, that wait for him. Neah was now 
}.turned.out into a cold and-defolate. world; where,-one would 
“have thought +his. firft care would have been to build. a,houfe 


for himnfelf'; but-behold, he begins with an altar toa. God: God 
that! is-the firft, muft, be firlt ferveds andhe begins well that 


(2. He ofereda Sacrifice ‘upon his altar,. of every clean 


, beat and of every, clean fowl one, the odd. feventh that. we 
> read of, chap. Wild, 25-350 
|..> Here obferve,. [1.] He 


eats we ance ps 
offered. only.thofe that were.c/ean; 
for it isnot enough that\\we: facrifice, but we,muft: facrifice 


that which God. appoints according to the, law, of facrifice;and 


not a corrupt thing. [2.] Though. his, ftock of,cattle was: fo 


: fall, and that-refcued from, ruin at fo. great an ,expence of 


care and pains, yet he did not grudge to give, God-his dues. 


-out of ite, He might have faid, “ Have I bat,feven fheep. to ; 
|. begin the\ world with, -and.muft one: of thefe feven;ybe killed 


and burned for facrifice 2’ were it,not better to\deferiit til we - 


| have more plenty?” .. No. to|prove. the: fincerity.’ of; his. love 


and gratitude, he cheerfully gives che feventh.to: hisGod, as 
an acknowledgment that all .was his, and owing, to, him.._ 


_ Serving God with our \/it/e is the way to make it more: And: 


we-muft never think that wafted with which God. is henour- 
[3-] See here the antiquity of religion >, The.firlt thing 


offerings, but by the facrifices of prazfe and the facrifices of 


- righteoufnefs, pious devotions and a. pious.converfation, 


Secondly, God’s gracious acceptance.\of Noah’s thankful- 
It was.a fettled rule in the patriarchal age, Jf shaw do- 


God was well pleafed with the; performance, ver. 21.. He fmels 
led a fweet favour, or.a favour of ref from it, as it.is in’ the 


») Hebrew., As when he, had. made the world at firft, om the. 


feventh day he refed and was refreshed; {fo now he had. new 
made it, in the facrifice of the feventh \be refed. He was -— 
well pleafed with Noah’s pious zeal, and thefe: hopeful. begin- 
nings of the new world, as meni are with, fragrant and agree- 


- able {mells ; though his offering-was| fmall it was-aceording to 


his ability, and God. accepted it... Having caufed bis anger 
tore? upon the-world of finners, he here caufeth Ars love to 
reft upon this little remnant: .of believers. . 2. Hereupon he 
took up\a refolution:never to:drown: the, world: again. . - Here- 


‘in he had an eye not fo,much to Noah’s facrifice, as to Chrift’s 


facrifice of himfelf,, which. was typified and, reprefented by. it, 
nt which was indeed an, ofering of a,fweet-(melling favour, 
ph. ve 2. sou LisAPmige ssl i i 
Good fecurity, is here given, and: that: which. may: be :felied 
UPON Hero ivanaswos uhod) emeie vy 
[1.] Thatithes.judgment fhould never be repeated, \Noah 
might think, to, what purpofe fhould the: world. be repaired, 
when in all probability, for the wickednefs of it,, it,will quick- 


ly) be in like manner ruzmed-again :. No, faith God, it: never 


fall. It was faid, chap. vi. 6. Isrepented the Lord that he 
had made man; now here he fpeaks as if it repented him that 
he had deftroyed. man: Neither! means a change of his mind, 


» but. both a change.of his.way, Jt repenteth, dim concerning 


fis feryants, Dents xxii, 36... Two ways this refolve is ex- 


: prefleds 1ft, J well not again cure the ground, Heb. I will 


not add to curfe the ground any more. God had curfed.the 
fant : : ground § 


Chap, IX. . 


ground upon the firft éntrance of fi iN, chap. iii. 14.5 aie he 
‘drowned: it, he added to that’ ‘carte: 
“pot'to ddd’ to'it any tote“ 
‘any more “ebery “Lams things! 


‘Whatever t ruin God might bring upon particular perfons, ‘fanti- 


lies, of countries, he ‘would “never ‘again deftroy #ié whole | 
world: till ‘the day fhall’ conie™ when. time ‘hall benomiote. | 


“But the reafon of this refolve is very faiprifing 5 3 for at Hens 


athe fame in effet with the reafoir given! for the! deftfuation ou 
“the world,"ch4p, ¥i.'%." Beedtye “phe imapinnteaa of man? s 

Beart is evil from bis youths "Bat chereis” this difference : 

‘There it is faid, “The imagination’ ‘of man’s’ hee is Seval con. 
-tinually, i. e. His adtual tranfgreflions continually cry againft 
him ; here itis faid, ‘Phat it is evil from brs youth, or ehild- 
‘hood. ‘Its bred in the bofie, he ‘brought it” into the “world 
with him; he was /bapen and conceived in it. Now one: 


would think it fhould, follow, Therefore that°guilty race thal’ 


~ bel wholly extinguithed, and J will’ make'a full end, Nos 


Therefore Iwill no ‘ntoré take this “fevere method) For}-(1.), 


© He is ratherto ‘be pitied ; for it is all the effe& of fin dwel- 


“Hing in hini;"and it is but ‘what might be’expected from fuch a 


Sand finfal, Pfal. Ixxviiii-39. 


~degenerate:racé >| He is‘called'a tranfgreffor from the womb, 
and therefore it is not ftrange he deals fo very tr cacberoufly, 
Ta. xlvilie'8! °'Thus'God remembers that be iv fefb, corrupt 
(2.) He will be utterly rained ; 
for if he be dealt with according to his deferts, one flood mult 


-~ faeceed “another till’all be deftroyed. See here,«¥. Thatiouts 


“ward judgments, though they’ may: terrify ‘and ‘réftrain men, 
yet @ cannot of themfelves fanctify and renew them, without the 
ae of God working with them. Man’s nature was"as 'fin- 

ul after the deluge’as ‘it had’ been before, ° 2. ‘That God’s 


“é goodnefs takes occafion® from man’s badnefs ‘to aabeaily itfelf 


\ 
at 


“Shayyas whilé the rain was defeending, 


“the more: “His reafons of mércy are all drawn from’ himnfelf, © 
: hot from any 


ing ih us. 
[2] That the eourfe of nature thould never beds ifcontinu- 


Sed, ver. 22, Woile the earth remaineth,’ and mam upon it, 


ethere fhall be fummieriand winter; not all winter, as had:been 
this lat ‘year’: Day and nights’ not’ all night, ‘as probably i it 
Here (1.) It ‘is plamly 


*“4ntimeated, that this earib isnot to rémain always: It, and all 


“tthe works:in it; mutt thortly be: burnt “up ;, and we “look: for 
Anew heavens aid anew earth; when'all thefe things muft be- 
~ diffolved.: But; (2.)As Jong 'as it doth remain, God’s pro- Jy 
-o¥idence will-carefully preferve the: regular fucceflion of times 


Sand: feafons, and caufe each to know ther place. To this we 


_ how unchangeable: 


©) yon ‘earth Ged hath Jer hesone over cgataftthe other, 


“owe it, that the ‘world ftands, ‘and the wheel’ of nature’ keeps 
its track. -Seeihere-how changeable the’ times. are, and yet 
¥. Phe courfe of mature always chang- 


‘aig. AS it is with the times) fe itds with the events oftime;. 4 
- they are fabje@'to viciflitudes, day and night, fummer and 


winter: counterchanged. “In heaven and hell it is not’ foy but - 
2 Yet 
swinever changed Itas conftant ‘in this inconftancy ::'Thefe fea- 


fons have never cea/ed, nor fhall ceafe while the fun continues» 


Tofuch! ay fteady--theafurer' of time! ‘andthe moon *fuch’a faithful, 
: This is Gods covenant of the day’ apd, 
(20 %0f tbe: night the ftability Of \ hich is’ mentioned for the con=}" 
i ‘firming of our faith in the covenant of grace, which iseno lefs® | 
: inviolab ey Jerexexiii, 202° "We fee God’s promifes to the-1f 
> oeereatures made good, and thence: x! _ that’ his° promifes.. { 

3 | to all believers fall be fo, é 


_witne/s in heaven. 


hi 
se 


one Ebahet P. 1X) t take Beet: 2 


ef 8: 


4 Both ie WOR" and the church were now again réediced® 


i o st a7 ca iis 
6 


of Noah, of the affairs of 


* wuhich this cha ter: Rives 5 Cz account, wbich we are. 


GENESIS. 


But ‘new he! ideremniinds i 
; ‘ally, "Neither ww E again Jiniite | 
G. ee avas! determined: paghat | 


s\smehich, foould. ftand in awe. of th 7, Vers 2. 


fo eBghkoie.s3 


anid replenith the “earth.” 


air, wpon. all that moveth Upon. the ,earth,.< 
“are they delivered.” 


herb-have I given you all things... 


purpofes. of Jove, and the counfels of his-own ‘will... 
_| ie 11. and ili: 11. and comparé Jer. XXX. “11. 

“Pp thoughts that I'think towards you. We read (chap. viii. 20.) 
[ ‘ho: 


63 


the more concerned to take cognifunce of, becaufe from 


wg “this family we areal defendants. fereits, T.. The 


covenant of province fetiled >with Noa’ ‘and his 
fons, ver. rlig.*! In’ thts ‘covenant, 1tt,’God pro. 
- mifeth’ Heth to take care of: theit 1s! s/o that (zi) 
They foal veplenifo the earth, ver, 1, 7. (2-) They 
« foould be fafe from. tbe infults. of the brute orbaturce, 


: >) 
: ey, Srould he allowed ' to pat. t fled sia he 
er, lives; ouly,: they piupea not eat. bla; ) VEKa Bots 
Gas 0 Thesworld) Yoould, BeUER be.drowned, AQUM y VEL s- 
adly,! God tequires\iofthem-te take cate 
of one ainothet’sdivess! aad ofitheirown,, ver 5, 6.- 
> Thy The fealof that covenant, viz, the rainbow, ver. 
t2-17." Hivw plirtieular ‘paffise: of aftorycon~ 
“cebuing Noab’ and bis fons, “which occafionéd ome 
| Prophecies Ybat ‘yelated' to Uifter_trnesy" CEYNoar's 
Fin and Joame, * ver. 26, 200" Cal) Hants cmpidences 
and impiety, ver, 226. . +), ThE pious modefty. of 
Shem and Sapheth, yer.23. (4.), The cur fe of Cas 
naan, and the bleffing of Shem and Fapheth,. VON 2A, 


27s Pa The, see a} GER: ties ¥eta8, 


nk, BR amis Muck 


ASG 


UND God? “eda ni 2 sab hi , Sia and 
{aid unto them, Be fr witful,, and multiply, 
2 Andethe fearstof 
you and the dread of you fhall be upon’ very 
beaft.of the earth, and upon every fowl o. | the 
and. 
upon: all the’ fithes: of the ‘fea, tntorg¥our: hand. 
3 Every moving thitig that 
liveth fhall be meat foi you; eVerl'as the green: 
4,But fleth 

with the life thereof, which és the: blood: there-. 
of, fhall you not’eat.. ~§ And furely ‘your blood. 


of your lives will I: ‘Tequire’: af the “hand6f e- 


very beaft. will I'require it sind atthe Hand. 


-of man, at the hand of every, man’s,brother. will 
TL require the life of man. 


6' Whofo theddeth. 
man’s blood, by man fhall ‘his blood: ‘be thed : 

for.in the image of God-made,he;man. 7 And- 
you,, be yye. fruitful, and multiply, bring forth. 


lai in: FAS. earth, ,and, minely 8 there- 
be bol | 


‘’ We read, in the ‘alot é the Rkepelae aie the ‘very: 
j'rkind things ‘which God /aidin. hishearticoncerning the srem-- 
penant of mankind which was now left to be the feed of ajnew 
is world ; ioe 


ow. here we have thofe kind things {poken to. them. 
Th general, Ged. bleffed Noah and bis fons, ver. 1.5 2. €. he af- 
fured them Of ‘his good-will'to them, “dnd his gracious inten-. 
tions Concerning them. “This‘follows from what’ he. /aid in 
bis hearts Note; AllGod’s-promifes of good flow from his 

See Eph. 
T know the 


‘Noah bleed God'by his altarand’ factifice : 
we find God blefling ~ oah. Note, 1. 


Now here: 
God will’ gracioufly - 


t ‘Bh thofe G. e:'do well for them): ‘who fincerely. b/e/s him, 


(i. ¢ 
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(z. e. fpeak well of him.) 2. Thofe that are truly thankful 


_ for the mercies they have received, take the readielt way to 


have them confirmed and continued to them. 

Now here we have the magna charta of this new kingdom 
of nature, which was now to be erected and incorporated, the 
former charter having been forfeited and feized. 
Firft, The grants of this charter are kind and gracious to 
men: \ 

Here is, r. A grant of lands of vaft extent, and a promife 
of a great increafe of men to occupy and enjoy them. The 


_firft blefling is here renewed, Be fruziful. and multiply, and 


replenifb the earth, ver. 1.3 and repeated, ver. 7.5 for the 
race of miankind ‘was as it were to begin again. Now, (1.-) 
God fets the whole earth before them, tells them it is all their 
own, while it remains, to them and their heirs. Note, The 
earth God has given to the children of men,. for a poffeflion 
and habitation, Pfal. cxv. 16. ‘Though it be not a paradife, 
but a wildernefs rather; yet it is better than we deferve. Blef- 


_ fed be God it is not be//! (2.) He gives them a b/-/ing, by 


the force and virtue of which mankind fhould be both multi- 
plied and perpetuated upon earth ; fo that in a. little time all 


“the habitable parts of the earth fhould be more or lefs inbabited; 


and though one generation fhould pafs away, yet another ge- 
neration fhould come, while the world ftands 5 fo that the 
ftream of the human race fhould be {upplied with a. conftant 
fucceflion, and run parallel with the current of time, till both 
be delivered up together into the ocean of eternity...Though 


. death thould {ull reign, and the Lord would {till be known by 


‘ 


fear and dread of man are upon them. 


his judgments; yet the earth fhould never again be difpeopled, 
"as now it was, but ftill replent/hed, AQs xvii. 24. 


_ 2. A grant of power. over the inferior creatures, ver. 2, 
He grants, (2.) A title to them: Into your bands they are 
delivered, for your ufe and benefit. (2.) A. dominion. over 
them, without which the title would avail little: The fear of 
you and the dread of you fnall be upon every beat, ‘This re- 
vives a former grant, Gen. i. 28.3 obly' with this difference, 
that man. in innocency ruled by love, fallen man rules by fear. 
Now this grant remains in force,,and thus far we have {lill the 
benefit of it:, 1/7,,;That thofe, creatures» which are any way 
ufeful to us, are reclaimed; and we ufe them either.for fer- 
vice, or food, or both, as they “are capable. The horfe and 
ox patiently fabmit to the bridle and yoke ; and the fheep is 
dumb both: before the fhearer, and. before the butcher; for the 
2aly, Vhofe crea- 
tures that are any -way huriful to us, ate refrained; {o that 
though now and then man may be hurt by fome of them, yet 
they do not combine together to rife up ia rebellion againft 
man, elfe God could by. thefe deftroy the world: as: effectually 
ashe did. by, a deluge; itis one of God’s fore judgments, 
Ezek. xiv..20e What is it that keeps wolves out of our 
towns, and lions out of our ftreets, and confines them to the 
wildernefs, but this fear and dread? Nay, fome have been 
tamed, James ili. 7, 

3. Ad grant of maintenance and fubfiftence, ver. 3. Every 
muyving thing that liveth fhall be meat for you. Hitherto (mot 


think ) man had been confined to feed only upon the produgs 


of the earth, fruits, herbs, and roots, and all forts of corn and 
milk ; fo was the firft grant, Gen. i. 29. - But’ the flood hav: 
ing perhaps wathed away much of the virtue of the earth, and 
fo rendered its fruits sJefs; pleafing and: jlefs nourifhing, .God 
now enlarced the grant, and allowed. man to eas fee 5 which 
perhaps man himfelf never thought of till now that God di- 
rected him to it,'nor had any more defire to than a fheep hath 
to fuck blood like a wolf. But now man is allowed to feed 
upon flefh as freely and fafely as upon the green herb. Now 
here jee, (1.) That God is.a good mafter, and provides not 
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only that we may live, but that we may live comfortably in 18 


_ vation of from the profelytes of the gate. 


‘raw flefh,) fha/l ye not eat, asthe beatts of prey do. 


 deffroy them. 


‘Chap. 1M: 


his fervice-; not for neceflity only, but for delight. (2.) That 
every creature of God ts good, and nothing to be refufed, 1 
Tim. iv. 4. Afterwards fome meats that were proper enough 
for food were prohibited by the ceremonial law; but from the 
beginning it feems it was not fo, and therefore is not fo under 
the gofpel. ee 

Secondly, The precepts and provifos of this charter are no 
lefs kind and gracious, and inftances of God’s good-will to 
man. The Jewith doétors fpeak fo often of the /2ven precepts 
of Noah, or of the fons of Noah, which, they fay, were to be 
obferved by all nations, that it may not be amifs to fet them. 
down. The firft, againft the worfhip of idols. ‘The fecond, 
again{t blafphemy, and requiring to blefs the name of God. 
The third, againft murder. ‘The fourth, againft inceft and all 
uncleannefs. he fifth, againft theft and rapine. ‘The fixth, 
requiring the adminiftration of juftice. ‘The feventh, againft 
eating flefh with the life. Thefe the Jews required the obfer- 
But the precepts 
here given all concern the life of man. 

1. Man muft not prejudife his own life by eating that food 
which is unwholefome and prejudicial to his health, ver. 4. 
Ficfh with the life thereof, which 1s the blood thereof, (a. e 
It was 
neceflary to add this limitation to the grant of liberty to eat 
fleth, left, inftead of nouri/hing their bodies by it, they fhould 
God would hereby thew, (1.) That though - 
they were lords of the creatures, yet they were fubjeéts to the 
Creator, and under the reftraints of his law. (2.) That they 
maft, not be greedy and hafty in taking their food, but ftay the _ 


ONE 


2 


preparing of it; not like Saul’s foldiers, 1 Sam. xiv. 32.3 nor ~ 


riotous eaters of fle/b, Prov. xxii. 20, (3.) That they muft- ~ 


not be barbarous and cruel,to the inferior creatures ; they muft 
be lords,.but not tyrants; they might kill them for their pro- 


fit, but not torment them for their pleafure; nor tear away the . 


member of a creature while it was yet alive, and eat that. (4.) 
That during the continuance of the Jaw of facrifices, in which — 
the blood. -made atonement for the foul, Lev. xvii. 11. figni- 


fying that the life of the facrifice was. accepted for the life of 


the finner, blood muft not be looked upon as a common thing, 


but muft be poured out before.the Lord, (2 Sam: &xiit. 16.) 


either,upon his altar, or upon his earth: But now.;the Great 


and True Sacrifice is offered, the obligation of the law ceafeth 
with the reafon of it. ; Ee 

- 2. Man mult not take away his own life, ver. 5. Your 
blood of your hives will I require. Our lives are not fo our 
own as that we may quit them. at our own pleafure ; but, they 


are God’s, and we mutt refign them at his pleafure: If we ~ 


any way haften our own deaths, we- are accountable to, God . 


for it. re 

“3. The beafts muft not be fuffered to hurt the life of man: 
At the'hind of every beaft will I réequre it. To Skew how 
tender God was of the life. of man, (though, he had’ lately 
made fuch deftrudtion of lives,) he will have the beaft put to 
death that kills aman. This. was confirmed: by the law of 
Mofes, Exod. xxi. 28.3 and I think it would not be unfafe 


- to obferve it ftill. Thus God fhewed his hatred of the fin of 
/ murder, that men:might hate it the more, and not only punifh 


but prevent it. And fee Job v. 23. i 

4. Wilful marderers muft be put to death. This is the. fin 
which is here defigned to be reftrained by the terror of punifh- 
ment. 


mans brother will I require the life of man; i, e. 1 will a- 
venge the blood of the murdered upon the murderer, 2 Chron. 
XxIy. 22, When God requires the life of a man at the hand 

of 


17, God will punifh murderers : At the hand of every © ; 


: ~ Chap. TX. 
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therefore muft render his own ‘in licu of Ity which is the only 
way left of making reftitution. Note, The righteous God 
will certainly make inquifition for blood, though men cannot, 
or do not. Ohne time or other, in this world, or in the next, 
he will both difcover concealed murders, which are hid from 
man’s eye, and punifh avowed and juftified murders, which are 
too great for man’s hand. Rae OK 

2dly, The magiltrate muft punifh murderers, ver. 6,. Who/o 


Jbeddeth man’s b/ood, (whether upon afudden provocation, or 


premeditated, for ra/p anger is heart-murder as well as, malice 
prepenfe, Mat. v. 23, 22.) by man fhall his blood be bed, i.e. 
by the .magiftrate, or whoever is appointed or allowed to be 
the avenger of blood. “There are thofe who are minij/fers of 
God for this purpofe, to be a protection to the imnocent, by 
being a terror to the malicious. and evil-doers, and mult not 
bear the fword in vain, Rom. xiii. 4. - Before the flood, (as 
it fhould feem by the ftory of Cain,) God took the punifhment 
of murder into his own hands; but now he committed this 
judgment to men, to mafters of families at firft, and afterwards 
to the heads of countries, who ought to be faithful to the truft 
repofed in them. Note, Wilful murder ought always to be 
punifhed with death. It is a fin which the Lord would not 


- pardon in a prince, 2 Kings xxiv. 3, 4. and which therefore 


a prince fhould not pardon in a fubje&t. To this law there is 
a reafon annexed, For in the image of God made be man at 
firft.. Man is a creature dear to his Creator, and therefore 
ought to be fo to us: God put honour upon him, let not us 
then put contempt upon him. Such remains of God’s image 
are ftill even upon fallen man, as that he who unjuftly *//s a 
man defaceth the image of God, and doeth difhonour to him. 
When God allowed men to kill their beafts, yet he forbid them 
to kill their flaves; for thofe are of a much more noble and 
excellent nature, not only God’s creatures, but his image, 
Jam. iii. 9, All men have fomething of the image of God 
upon them; but magiffrates have, befides, the image of his 
power, and faints the image of his holinefs ; and therefore 
thofe who fhed the blood of princes or faints, incur ’a double 
guilt. ; = ; 
8 f And'God fpake unto Noah, and to his 
fons with him, faying, 9 And I, behold, I efta- 
blifh my covenant with you, and with your feed 
after you; 10 And with every living creature 
that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and 
of every beaft of the earth with you, fromvall 
that go out of the ark, to every beaft of the earth. 
11 And I will eftablifh my covenant with you; 
neither fhall all flefh be cut off any more by the 
waters of a flood ;. neither fhall there any more 
be a flood to deftroy the earth. 


Here is, Fzr/?, The general eftablifhment of God’s cove- 
nant with this new world, and the extent of. that. covenant, 
ver. 9, 10. Where obferve, (1.) That God is gracioufly 
pleafed to.deal with man:in the way of a covenant ;, wherein 
God greatly magnifies his condefcending favour, and greatly 
encourages man’s duty and obedience, as.a reafonable and gain- 
ful fervice. -(2.) That all God’s covenants with, man are of 
his own making: J, deho/d I. It is thus exprefled, both to 
raife our admiration ; behold, and.wonder that, though God 
be high, yet he has this. refpeét to man: And to confirm our 


_affurances of the validity of the covenant; behold, and fee, 1 


make it, I that am faithful, 


l, and able to make it good. (3.) 
You. ie } . é 
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-~ of him that took.it away unjultly, he cannot render that ; and 


countries by the inundations of the féa or rivers. 


- more become’ a flood to deftroy all fleth. 
_ And the bow fhall be in the cloud; and I will 


. creature of all flefh that zr upon the earth. 


Or. 


That God's covenants are efabli/hed firmer than the pillars 


of heaven or the foundations of the earth, and cannot be dif- 


annulled. (4.) That God’s covenants are made with the co- 
venanters and with their feed ; the promz/e 1s to them and their 
children. (5.) That thofe may be taken into covenant with 
God, and receive the benefits of it, who yet are not capable 
of reftipulating, or giving their own confent: For this cove- 
nant is made with every living creature, every beafi of the 
earth, = 
Secondly, The particular intendment of this covenant; It 
was defigned to fecure the world from another deluge, ver. 11. 


‘There {hall not any more be a flood. God had drowned the 


world once, and ftill it is as filthy and provoking as ever; and 
God forefaw the wickednefs of it, and yet promifed he would 
nevet drown it.any more, for he deals not with us according 
to our fins. It is owing to God’s goodnefs and faithfulnefs, 
not to any reformation of the world, that it has not often been 


| deluged, and that itis not now fo. As the old world was ruin- 


ed to be a monument of juftice ; fo this world remains to this 
day a monument of mercy, a¢cording to the oath of God, that 
the waters of Noah fhould no more return to cover the earth, 
Ifa. liv. g. This promife of God keeps the fea and clouds in 
their decreed place, and /ers them gates and bars ; hitherto 
they /ball come, Job xxxyiii. 10,11. If the fea fhould fow 
but for a few days, as it doth twice every day for a few hours, 
what defolations, would it make? So would the clouds, if fuch 
fhowers as we have fometimes feen were continued long. But 
God, by flowzng feas and /weeping rains, fhews what he 
could doin wrath ; and yet by preferving the earth from being 
deluged between both, fhews what be can do in mercy, and 
will do in truth. Let us give him the glory of his mercy in 
promifing, and truth in performing. ‘This promife doth not 


hinder, (1.) But that God may bring other wafting judgments 


upon mankind ; for though he hath here bound himfelf not to 
ufe this arrow any more, yet he hath other arrows in his qui- 
ver. (2.) Nor but that he may deftroy particular places, and 
(3.) Nor 
will the deftruction of the world at the laft day by fire be any 
breach of his promife. Sin that drowned the old world will 
burn. this, e: iekcad ; 


12 And God faid, This zs the token of the 
covenant which I make between me and you, 
and every living creature that zs with you, for 
perpetual generations: 13 Ido fet my bow in 
the cloud, and. it: fhall be. for a token of a co- 
venant between me and the earth: 14 And it 
fhall come to pafs, when I bring a cloud over 
the earth, that the bow fhall be feen in the 
cloud: 415 And I will remember my covenant 
which is between me and you, and every living 
creature of all flefh; and the waters fhall no 
16 


look upon it, that I may.remember the everlatt- 
ing covenant between God and every living 
el 
And God faid unto ‘Noah, This zs the token of 
the covenant, which f have eftablifhed between 
me and all flefh that zs upon the earth. 


_ Articles of agreement among men ufe to be /ealed, that the 
T covenants 
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covenants may be the more folemn, and the. performances of 
the covenant the more fire to mutual fatisfaction: God there- 
fore being willing more abundantly to fhew to the heirs of pro- 
mife the immutability of his counfels, hath confirmed his cove- 
nant by a feal, Heb. vi. 17.3 which makes rhe foundations 
we build on fand fure,2 Tim. ti. 19. The feal of this cove- 
nant of nature was natural enough: It was the rainbow, which 
{it is likely) was feen in the clouds before when fecond caufes 
concurred, but was never a feal of the covenant till now that it 
was made fo by a divine inftitution. Now concerning this feal of 
the covenant, Obferve, (1.) This feal is affixed with repeated 
affurances of the truth of that promife which it was defigned 
to be the tatification of: [do fet my bow in the cloud, ver. 
13.: It /hall be feen in the cloud, ver. 14. that the eye may 
afte&t the heart, and confirm the faith: And it fhall be @ to- 
ken of the covenant, ver. 12,13. ‘Aud I will remember my 
covenant, that the waters fhall no more become a flood, ver. 
15. Nay, as if the. Eternal Mind needed a memorandum, I 
will look upon it, that 1 may remember the everlajling cove- 
nant, ver. 16. Thus here is line upon line, that we might 
have fure and {trong confolation, who have laid hold on this 
-hope. (2.) The rainbow appears then when the clouds are 
moft difpofed to wet, and return after the rain: Then when 
we have moft reafon to fear the rain prevailing, God fhews 
this feal of the promife, that it fhall nor preuail. ‘Thus God 
obviates our fears with fuch encouragements as are both fuita- 
ble and feafonable. (3.) The thicker the cloud, the brighter 
‘the bow in the cloud. ‘Thus as threatening afflictions abound, 
encouraging confolations much more abound, 2 Cor. i. 5. 
(4.) Ihe rainbow appears when one part of the fky is clear, 
which intimates mercy remembered in the midf{t of wrath ; and 
the clouds hemmed as it were with the rainbow, that it may 
not overf{pread the heavens, for the bow is coloured rain, or 
the edges of a cloud gilded. (5.) The rainbow is the reflec- 


tion of the beams. of the fun; which intimates, That all the . 


glory.and fignificancy of the feals of the covenant is derived 
from Chrift the Sun of righteoufnefs, who is alfo defcribed 
with a rainbow about his throne, Rev. iv. 3.3 and a rainbow 
upon his head, Rev. x. 1. which fpeaks not only his majefty, 
but his mediatorfhip. (6.) The rainbow hath: fery co/ours in 
it, to fignify, that though God will not again drown the world, 
-yet when the myftery of God fhall be finifhed, the world fhall 
be confumed with fire. (7.). A bow fpeaks terror; but it 
hath neither ftring nor arrow, as the bow ordained againft the 
perfecutors has, Pfal. vii. \12, 13.3 and a bow alone will do 
little execution: It is a bow; but it is dire@ted upwards, not 
towards the earth; for the feals of the covenant were intend: 
ed to comfort, not to terrify. 
the bow. that he may remember the covenant; fo fhould we, 
that we alfo may be ever mindful of the covenant, with faith 
and thankfulnefs. 


13 & And the fons of Noah that went forth 
of the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: 
and Ham zs the father of Canaan. 19 Thefe 
are the three fons of Noah: and of them was 
the whole earth overfpread, 20 4 And Noah 
began #o be an hufbandman, and he planted a 
vineyard, 21 And he drank of the wine, and 
was drunken, and he was uncovered within 
his tent. 22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, 
faw the nakednels of his father, and told his two 
brethren without. 23 And Shem and Ja- 
pheth took a garment, and laid’ i¢ wpon both 
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Laftly, As God looks upon” 


_ fin when the hour of temptation hath been over, 


‘Chap. IX, 


their fhoulders, and went backward, and cover- 


_ed the nakednefs of their father; and their faces 


were backward, and they faw not their father’s 
nakednefs. 

Here is, Fir/?, Noah’s family and employment. ‘The names 
of his fons are again mentioned, (ver, 18, 19.) as thofe from 
whom the whole earth was overfpread. By which it appears, 
that Noah after the flood had no more children: All the world 
came from thefe three. Note, God,when he pleafes, can make a 


- Uittle one to become a thoufand, and greatly increase the lat- 
ter end of thofe whofe beginning was /mall. Such is the 


power and efficacy of a divine blefling. The bufinefs Noah 
applied himfelf to was that of a hufbandman ; Feb. a man of 
the earth, i. e. a man dealing in the earth, that kept ground 
in his hand and occupied it. We are all netura/ly men of 


the earth, made of it, living on it, and. haftening to it: Many 


are finfully fo, addicted to earthly things. Noah was by his 
calling led to trade in the fruits of the earth. He began to be 
a hufbandman ; i. e. Some time after his departure out of the. 
ark, he returned to his old employment, from which he had 


been diverted by the building of the ark firft, and probably af-. , 


ter by the building a houfe on dry land for himfelf and family- 


For this good while he had been a carpenter, but now he be- . 
_ gan again to be a hufbandman. 
a great man, and a good man, an old man, and a rich man, a _ 


Obferve, Though Noah was. 


man greatly favoured by heaven, and honoured on earth; yet: 
he would not live an idle life, nor think the hufbandman’s> call- 
ing below him. Note, Though God by his providence may 
take us off from our callings for a time, yet when the occafion, 
is over, we ought, with humility and indaftry, to apply our- 
felves to them again ; andinthe calling wherein we are called, 
therein faithfully abzde with God, 1 Cor. vil. 24. 

Secondly, Noah’s fin and fhame. He planted a vineyard: 
and when he had gathered his vintage, probably he ‘appointed. 
a day of mirth and feafting in his family, and had his fons. 
and their children about him, to rejoice with him in the in- 
creafe of his houfe, as well-as in the increafe of his vineyard 3: 
and we may fuppofe he prefaced his jeaft with a facrifice to. 
the honour of God. If that was omitted, it was juft with 
God to leave him to himfelf to end with the beafts that did: 
not begin with God. But we charitably hope he did: And’ 
perhaps he appointed this feaft with defign in the clofe of it 
to blefs his. fons, as Ifaac, tien. xxvii. 3, 4. That I may eat,. 
and that my foul may blefs thee. At this fealt, he drank of 


_ the wine ; for who planteth a vineyard, and easeth nor of the 


Jruit of ut? But he drank too liberally, more than his head at. 
this age would bear ;-for be was drunk. We have reafon to 
think he was never drunk before nor afters; look how he came 
now. to be overtaken in this fault. It was his fin, and a great 


fin, fo much the worfe for its being fo foon after a great de~ 


liverance: But God left him to himfelf, as he did Hezekiah,. 
2 Chr. xxxil. 31.5. and has left this mifearriage of his upon 


record, to teach us, (1.) That the faireft copy that ever mere~ 


man wrote fince the fall, had its blots and falfe ftrokes. It. 
was faid of Noah, that he was perfe@ in bis generations, chap. 


vi. 9.5 but this fhews that it is meant of fxcerity, not a finlefs: 


perfection: (2,) That fometimes thofe that with watchfulnefs. 
and refolution have, by the grace of God, kept their integrity 
in the mid{t of temptation, have, through fecurity and care-. 
leffnefs, and neglect of the grace of God, been furprifed into. 
Noah that 
had kept fober in diunken company, is. now drunk in fober: 
company. Let him that thinks he flands, take heed. (32). 
That we have need to be. very careful when we ufe God’s. 
good creatures plentifully, left we ufe them to exce/t.’ Chrift’s. 

difciples 


/ 
/ 


r -~ 


Chap. IX. 


ditciples muft take heed left at any time their hearts be over: 


. charged, Luke xxi. 34. ‘ = 


“Now the confequent of Noah’s fin was fhame. He was 
uncovered in bis tent; made naked -to his fhame, as Adam 
when he had eaten forbidden fruit: Yet Adam fought con- 
cealment ; Noah is fo deftitute of thought and reafon, that he 


-feeks no covering. This was a fruit of the vine that Noah 


i did not think of. Obferve here the great evil of the fin’ of 


_ their poor father’s fhame, ver. 23. 


drunkennefs. (1.) It difcovérs men; what infirmities they 
have they betray when they ave drunk, and what fecrets they 
are intru{ted with are then eafily got out of them, Drunken 
porters keep open gates. (2.) It os/graces men, and expofes 
them to contempt. As it-fhews them, fo it fhames them. 
Men fay and do that when drunk, which when they are fober 
they would bluth at the thoughts of, Hab. ii. 15, 16. 
Thirdly, Haim’s impudence and impiety, ver. 22. He faw 
the nakednefs of bis father, and told his two brethren. To 
fee it accidentally and involuntarily, would not have been a 
crime; but, (1.) He pleafed himfelf with the fight, as the 
Edomites looked upon the day of their brother, Obad. ver. 
12. pleafed and infulting. Perhaps Ham had fometimes been 
himfelf drunk, and reproved for it by his good father, whom 
he was therefore pleafed to fee thus overcome. Note, It is 
common for thofe who walk in fa//e ways themfelves, to re- 
joice in the fal//e eps. which they fometimes fee others make. 


» But charity rejorceth not in iniquity; nor can true penitents 


that are forry for their own fins, rejoice in the fins of others. 
(2.) He told his two brethren without (in. the fireet; as the 
word is,) in a fcornful deriding manner, that his father might 
feem vile unto them. It is a very ill thing, 1. To make a 


“jelt of fin, Prov. xiv. 9.; and to be puffed up with that for 


which we fhould rather mourn, 1 Cor. v. 2. And, 2. To 
publith the faults of any, efpecially of parents, whom it is our 
duty to honour. Noah was not only a good man, but had 
betn a good father to him; and this was a mott bafe difinge- 
nuous requital to him for his tendernefs. Ham is here called 
the father of Canaan ; which intimates, that he who was 
himfelf a father, fhould have been more refpeétful to him that 
was Ars father. 

Fourthly, The pious care of Shem and Japheth to cover 


fee it themfelves, but provide that no one elfe might fee it, 


_ herein fetting us an example of charity with reference to other 


mens fin and fhame: We muft not only not fay, A confede- 
racy, with thofe that proclaim it; but we muft be careful to 
conceal it, or however to make the beft of it, fo doing as we 
would be done by. «(1.) There is a mantle of love to be 
thrown over the faults of all; 1 Pet. iv. 8. (2.) Befides that, 
there is a robe of reverence to be thrown over the faults of pa- 
rents and other fuperiors. 


24 And Noah awoke from his wine, and 
knew what his younger fon had done unto him. 
25 And he faid, Curfed be Canaan, a fervant 
of fervants fhall he be unto his brethren. 26 
And he faid, Blefled de the Lorp.God of. 


_ Shem; and Canaan fhall be his fervant. 27 


God fhall enlarge Japheth, and he fhall dwell 
in the tents of Shem; and Canaan fhall be his 
feryant.”. ; 

Here, Fir, Noah comes to himfelf: He awoke from his 


wine. Sleep cured him ; and we may fuppofe fo cured him, 
that he never relapfed into that fin after. Thofe that fleep as 


Noah did, fhould awake as he did; and not as that drunkard, . 


7 
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They not only would not~ 


in this. 
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Prov. xxiii. 35. who faith when he awakes, 7 wi// Jeck wt yet 
again. aoa 

Sau diudly. The fpirit of prophecy comes upon him, ver. 25.; 
and, like dying Jacob, he tells his fons what fhould befal them, 
Gen. xlix. 1.» 

[1.] He pronounces a curfe on Canaan the fon of Ham, 
in whom Ham is himfelf curfed, either becaufe this fon of his 
was now more guilty than the reft, or becaufe the pofterity of 
this fon was afterwards to be rooted out of their land to make 
room for Ifrael._ And Mofes here records it for the animat- 
ing of Ifrael in the wars of Canaan: Though the Canaanites 
were a formidable people, yet they were of old an accurfed . 
people, and doomed to ruin.. The particular curfe is, A /er- 
vant of fervants (i. e. the meaneft and molt defpicable /er- 
vant) fhall he be, even to bis brethren. Vhofe who by birth 
were his equals, fhall by conqueft be his lords. ‘This certain- 
ly points at the victories obtained by [frael over the Canaan- 
ites, by which they were all either put to the fword, or put 
under tribate, Jof. ix. 23. Judg. i. 28, 30, 33, 35. which 
happened not till about eight hundred years after this. Note, 
(1.) God often vifits the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren, efpecially when the children inherit: the fathers wicked 
difpofitions, and imitate the fathers wicked pradtices, and do 
nothing to cut of the entail of the curfe. (2.) Difgrace is 


juftly put upon thofe that put difgrace upon others, efpecially 


that difhonour and grieve their own parents. An undutiful 
child that mocks at his parents, is no more worthy to be cal- 
led a fon, but deferyes to be made as a hired fervant ; nay, as 
a fervant of fervants among his brethren. (3.) Though di- 
vine curfes operate flowly, yet firft or laft they will take effect.. 
The Canaanites were under a curfe of flavery, and yet for a 
great while bad the dominion: For a family, a people,.a per- 
fen, may lie under the curfe of God; and yet may long 
profper in the world, till the meafure of his iniquity, like’ that 
of the Canaanites, be full. Many are marked for ruin, that 
are not yet ripe for ruin. Therefore, Ler not thine heart en- 
vy finners. ie 

[2.] He entails a blefling upon Shem and Japheth. 

1. He bleffeth Shem ; or rather, ’bleffeth God for him, fet 
fo that it entitles him to the greateft honour and happinefs ima- 
ginable, ver. 26. Obferve, (1.) He calls the Liste, The 
God of Shem ; and happy, thrice happy is that people whofe 
God ts the Lord, Pfal. cxliv. 15. All bleflings are included 
This was the bleffing conferred on Abraham and his 
feed, the God of heaven was nxt afhamed to be called thar 
God, Heb. xi. 16. Shem is fufficiently recompenfed for his 
refpect to his father by this, that the Lord himfelf puts this 
honour upon him ¢9 be his God, which is a fufficient recom- 
penfe for all our fervices ad all our fufferings for his name. 
(2.) He gives to God the glory of that good work which 
Shem had done; and inttead of bleffing and praifing-him that 
was the inftrument, he bleffeth and praifeth God that was the 
Author. Note, The glory of all that is at any time welt 
done by ourfelves or others, muft be humbly and thankfully 
tranfmitted to God, who works all our good works in us and 
for us. When we fee mens good works, we fhould glorify 
not them, but our Father, Mat. v. 16. Thus David in ef- 
fect bleffed Abigail, when he b/fed God, that fent her, 1 Sam. 


/X&y. 32, 33.3 for it is an honour.and favour to be employed 


for God, and ufed by him in doing good. (3.} He forefees 
and foretelis, that God’s gracious dealings with Shem and his" 
family would be fuch as would evidence to all the world that 
he was the God of Shem, on which behalf thankfgivings would 
by many be rendered to him: Bhffed be the Lord God of 
Shem. (4.) It is intimated, that the church fhould be built 
wp and continued in the Poy of Shem; for of him came 
2 the 
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the Jews, who were, for a great while, the only profefling peo- 
ple God had in the world, (5.) Some think reference is 
here had to Chrift, who was the Lord God that in his human 
nature fhould defcend from the loins of Shem; for of him, as 
concerning the fiefh, Chrift came. (6.) Canaan is particular- 
ly enflaved to him: He Jhall be his fervant. Note, Thofe 
that have the Lord for their God, fhall have as much of the 
honour and power of this world as he fees good for them. 

2. He bleffeth Japheth, and in him the ifies of the Gentiles 
that were peopled by his feed, ver. 27. God /hall enlarge Fa- 
pheth, and he fhall dwell in the tents of Shem. Now, [t.] 
Some make this wholly to belong to Japheth, and to fpeak ei- 
ther, 1/7, His outward profperity, That his feed fhould be fo 
numerous and fo viétorious, that-they fhould be mafters of the 
tents of Shem; which was fulfilled when the people of the 


Jews, the moft eminent of Shem’s race, were tributaries to the. 


Grecians firft, and after to the Romans, both of Japheth’s 
feed. Note, Outward profperity is no infallible mark of the 
true church: The tents of Shem are not always the tents of 
the conqueror. Or, 2d/y, It fpeaks the converfion of the 
Gentiles, and the bringing of them into the church: And 
then we would read it, God /hall perfuade Fapheth, (for fo 
“the word fignifies;) and then being fo perfuaded, he /hall 
dwell in the tents of Shem, t. e. Jews and Gentiles fhall be 
united together in the gofpel-fold ; after many of the Gentiles 
fhall have been profelyted to the Jewifh religion, both fhall be 
one in Chrift, Eph. ii. 14, 15.3 and the Chriftian church, 
moftly made up of the Gentiles, fhall fucceed the Jews in the 
privileges of church-memberfhip; and they having firlt caft 
themfelves out by their unbelief, the Gentiles fhall dwell in 
their tents, Rom. xi. 11, &c. Note, (1.) It is God only 
that can bring thofe again into the church who have feparated 
themfelves from it. 
gofpel of Chrift effectual to falvation, Rom. i. 16. (2.) 
Souls are brought into the church, not by force, but by per- 
fuafion, Pfal. cx. 3... They are drawn by the cords of a man, 
and perfuaded by reafon to be religious. [2.] Others divide 
this between Japheth and Shem, Shem having not been direct- 
ly bleffed, ver. 26. (1.) Japheth has the blefling of earth 
beneath: God fhall enlarge YFapheth ; enlarge his feed, en- 
large his border. Japheth’s pofterity peopled all Europe, a 
great part of Afia, and perhaps America. Note, 1. God is 
to be acknowledged in all our enlargements: It is he that en- 
largeth the coaft, and enlargeth the heart. 2. Many dwell in 
large tents, that do not dwell in God’s tents, as Japheth did. 
({2.) Shem hath the blefling of heaven above: He /hall (i. e- 
God fhall) dwel/ in the tents of Shem; 1. e. from his loins 
Chrifi fhall come, and in his feed the church fhall be conti- 
nued: The birthright was now to be divided between Shem 
and Japheth, Ham being utterly difcarded: In the principali- 
ty they equally fhare, Canaan fhall be fervant to both. The 
double portion is given to Japheth, whom God _/bal/ enlarge : 
But the priefthood was given to Shem, for God /hall dwell 
in the tents of Shem ; and certainly we are more happy if we 
have God dwelling in our tents, than if we had all the filver 
and gold in the world in our tents; it is better to dwell in 
tents with God, than in palaces without him; in Salem, where 
is God’s tabernacle, there is more fatisfaétion than in all the 
ifles of the Gentiles. 3. They both haye dominion over Ca- 
naan: Canaan fhall be fervant to thems fo fome read it. 
When Japheth joins with Shem, Canaan falls before them 
both. When {ftrangers become friends, enemies become fer- 
vants, 


28 { And Noah lived after the flood three 


Con ES arse 


It is the power of God that makes the _ 


Chap. 4 


hundred and fifty years.. 29 And all the days ; 


of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years: 
and he died. . : i 


Here fee, [1.] How God prolonged the life of Noah to a 


great old age ; 950 years, twenty more than Adam’s, and 
but nineteen lefs than Methufelah’s. This long life was a fur- 
ther reward of his fignal piety, and a great blefling to the 
world, to which, no doubt, he continued a preacher of righte- 
oufnefs, with this advantage, that now all he preached to were 
his own children. [2.] How God put a period to his life 
at laft. “Chough he lived long, yet he died, probably having 
firft feen many that defcended from him dead before him. 
Noah lived to fee two worlds; but being an heir of the righte- 
oufnefs which is by faith, when he died he went to fee a bet~ 
ter than either. ; : 


G: HASPso xX, 

This chapter foews more particularly what was faid in 
general, chap. ix. 19. concerning the three fons of 
Noah, that of them was-the whole earth overfpread; 

_ and of the fruit of that blefing, chap. ix. 1, 7. Re- 
plenifh the earth. It 25 the only certain account ex= 
tant of the original of nations, and yet perhaps there 
zs no nation but that of the Fews that canbe confi~ 
dent from which of thefe feventy fountains (for fo 
many there are here) it derives its fireams. Through 
the want of early records, the mixtures of the people, 
the revolutions of nations, and diftance of time, the 
knowledge of the lineal defcent, of the prefent inbabi- 
tants of the earth 1s loft; nor were any genealogies 


preferved but thofe of the Fews for the fake of the 


Meffiah: Only in this chapter we have a brief ac- 
count, (1.) Of the pofterity of Fapheth, ver. 2,— 


5. (2.) Of the pofterity of Ham, ver. 6,—20.3. 


and in that, particular notice taken of Nimrod, ver.. 


8,9+ (3-) Of the pofterity of Shem, ver 21, to the 
end. ; : 


"OW thefe are the generations of the fons. 
of Noah; Shem, Ham, and Japheth: and ~ 


unto them were fons born after the flood. 2 
The fons of Japheth; Gomer and Magog, and 
Madai, and Javan, and: Tubal, and Methech, 
and Tiras. 3 And the fons of Gomer; Afhke- 
naz, and Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 And the 
fons of Javan; Elithah, and Tarfhith, Kittim, 
and Dodanim. 5 By thefe were the ifles of 


the Gentiles divided in their lands ; every one- 


after his tongue, after their families, in their na- 
tions. % é 


Mofes begins with Japheth’s family, either becaufe he was. 


the eldeft, or becaufe that lay remoteft from Ifrael, and had 
leaft concern with them at that time when Mofes wrote; and 
therefore he mentions that race very briefly, haftening to give 
account of the pofterity of Ham, who were {frael’s enemies 3 


- and of Shem, who were Ifrael’s anceftors: For it is the church - 
that the feripture is defigned to be the hiftory of, and of the ~~ 


nations of the world only as they were fome way or other re- 
lated to Lfrael, and interefted in the affairs of Ifrael. Ob- 
ferye, [1.] Notice is taken that the fons of Noah had fons 

“aaa born 


te ry 


Shap. X. 


‘born to them after the food, ko repair and rebuild the world | 


of mankind which the flood had ruined. He that had Ai//ed, 
now makes alive. [z.] The pofterity of Japheth were. al- 
Joted to the les of the Gentiles, (ver. 5.) which were folemn- 


ly by lot, after a farvey, divided among them, and probably — 


this ifland of ours among the reft: All places beyond the fea, 
from Judea are called les, Jer. xxv. 22.: and this direéts us 
_ . to underftand that promife, (Ifa. xlii. 4.) the ales /ha/l wait 


for bis daw, of the converfion of the Gentiles to the faith of | 


Chrift. 

6 ¥ And the fons of Ham; Cufh, and Miz- 
raim, and Phut, and Canaan. 7 And the fons 
of Cufh; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and 
Raamah, and Sabtecha: and the fons of Raa- 
mah ; Sheba, and Dedan. 
Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the 
earth. go He was a mighty hunter before the 
Lorn: wherefore it is faid, Even as Nimrod the 
mighty hunter before the Lorp. 10 And the 
beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and E- 
rech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of 
Shinar. 11 Out of that land went forth Afher, 
and builded Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, 
and Calah, 12 And Refen between Nineveh 
and Calah: the fame zs a great city. 
Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Le- 
habim, and Naphtuim, 14 And Pathrufim, and 
Cafluhim, (out of whom came Philiftim,) and 
Caphtorim. 


That which is obfervable and improveable in thefe verfes is - 


the accounts here given of Nimrod, ver. $,—11. He is 
here reprefented as a great man in his day: He began to be a 
mighty one in the earth: 1. e. Whereas thofe that went be- 
fore him were content to ftand upon the fame level with their 
neighbours, and though every man bare rule in his owh houfe, 
yet no man pretended any further; Nimrod’s afpiring mind 
could not reft in this parity, but he would top his neighbours, 
and would not only be eminent above them, but lord over 
them. The fame fpirit that the giants before the flood were 
ated by, who became mighty men, and men of renown, 
(Gen. vi. 4.) now revived in him; fo foon was that tremen- 
dous judgment, which the pride and tyranay of thofe mighty 
men brought upon the world, forgotten. Note, There are 
fome in whom ambition and affectation of dominion feems to 
be bred in the bone; fuch there have been, and will be, not- 
withftanding the wrath of God often revealed from heaven a- 
gainft them. Nothing on this fide hell will humble and break 
the proud fpirits of fome men, in this like Lucifer, Ifa. xiv. 
14,15. Now, ? 

Firfi, Nimrod was a great hunter: This he began with, 
and for this became famous to a proverb: Every great hunter 
is, in remembrance of him, called a Mmrod. [1.] Some 
think he did good with his hunting, ferved his country by 
ridding it-of the wild beafts which did infeft it, and fo infinu- 
ated himfelf into the affections of his neighbours, and got to 
be their prince: Thofe that exercife authority, either are, or 
at leaft would be, called 4enefadors, Luke xxi. 25. [2.] 
Others think, under pretence of hunting, he gathered men un- 
der his command in purfuit of another game he had to play, 
which was to make himfelf mafter of the country, and to bring 
them into fubjection. He was a mighty buater; t e. he was 


8 And Cufh begat 


13 And 
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a violent invader of his neighbour's rights and-properties, and 
a perfecutor of innocent men, carrying all before him, and en. 
deavouring to make all his own by force and violence. He 
thought himfelf a mighty prince; but Jefore the Lord, 1. e. 
in God’s account, he was but a mighty hunter. Note, Great 
conquerors are but great hunters. . Alexander and Cefar 
would not make fuch a figure in, f{eripture-hiftory as they do in 
common hiftory: The former is reprefented in prophecy bat as 
a he-goat pu/bing, Dan. vill. 5. 
ter againf? the Lord; {fo the Seventy: That is, r. He fet 
up idolatry, as Jeroboam did, for the confirming of his ufurp- 
ed dominion. ‘That he might fet up a new government, he 
fet up a new religion upon the-ruin of the primitive conftitution 
of both: Babel was the mother of harlots. Or, 2. He car- 
ried on his oppreffions and violences in defiance of God him- 
felf, daring heaven with his impieties, as if he and his huntf- 
men could outbrave the Almighty, and were a match for the 
Lord of hofts and all his armies: 4s gf 7t were a /mall thing 
to weary men, he thinks to weary my God alfo, Ha. vii. 13. 

Secondly, Nimrod was a great ruler, vet. 10. The begin- 
ning of bis kingdom was Babe/. Some way or other, by 
arts or arms, he got into power; either chofen to it, or for- 
cing his way to its. and fo laid the foundations of a monarchy, 
which was afterwards a head of gold, and the terror of the 
mighty, and bid fair to be univerfal. It doth not appear that 
he had any right to rule by birth: But either his fitnefs for 
government recommended him, as fome think, to an eleétion ; 
or by power and policy he gradually advanced, and perhaps 
infenfibly, into the throne. See the antiquity of civil govern- 
ment, and particularly that form of it which lodges the fove- 
reignty in a fingle perfon. If Nimrod and his neighbours 
began, other nations foon learned to. incorporate under one: 
head for their common fafety and welfare; which, however 
it began, proved fo great a blefling to the world, that things. 
oe reckoned to go ill indeed when there was no king in Lf 
raele 

Thirdly, Nimrod was a great builder. Probably he was: 
architeét in the building of Babel, and there he began his 
kingdom: But when his projeét to rule all the fons of Noah 
was bafiled by the confufion of tongues, out of that land he 
went forth into Ajjyria, (fo the margin reads it, ver 11.) 
and built Nineveh, &c. that having built thefe cities he might 
command them, and rule, over them. Obferve in Nimrod the 
nature,of ambition. 1. It is boundle/s: Much would have 
more, and ftill cries Grve, give. 2. It is refle/r: Nimrod, 
when he had four cities under his command, could not be 
content till he had four more. 3. It is expenfive : Nimrod 
will rather be at. the charge of rearing cities than not have the 
honour of ruling them. ‘The {pirit of building is the common 
effect of a fpirit of pride. 4. It is daring, and will ftick at 
nothing : Nimrod’s name fignifies Rebe//ion; which (if indeed 
he did abufe his power to the oppreflion of his neighbours) 
teaches us, that tyrants to men are rebels to God, and their 
rebellion is as the fin of withcraft. 


16 4 And Canaan begat Sidon his firft-born, 
and Heth, 16 And the Jebufite, and the Emo- 
rite, and the Girgafite, 17 And the Hivite, and 
the Arkite, and the Sinite, 18 And the’ Arva- 


-dite, and the ‘Zemarite, and the Hamathite- 
and afterward were the families of the Canaan-. 


ites {fpread abroad. 109 And the border of the 


_Canaanites was from Sidon, as thou comeft to 


Gerar, unto Gaza; as thou goeft unto Sodom. 
I 3 and 


Nimrod was a mighty hun- -‘ 


\ 
or. 
ae 


and Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboim, even 
unto Lafhah.. 20 Thefe are the fons of Ham, 
after their families, after their tongues, in their 
countries, ard in their nations. 


‘ 

Obferve here, [1.] That the account of the pofterity of 
Canaan, the families and nations that defcended from him, and 
the land they poffeffed, is more particular than of any other 
in this chapter, becaufe thefe were the nations that were to be 
fobdued before Ifrael, and their land was in procefs of time 
to become the Aol/y /ond, Immanuel’s land; and this God 
had an eye to, when in the mean time he caft the lot of that 
accurfed devoted race in that fpot of ground which he had 
{pied ovt for his own people. This Mofes ‘takes notice of, 
Deut. xxxii. 8. When the Moft High divided to the nations 
their inheritance, he fet the bounds of the people according to 
the number of the children of Ifracl. [2.] That by this ac- 
count it appears that the pofterity of Canaan was both nume- 
rous and rich, and very pleafantly feated; and yet Canaan 
was under a curfe, a divine curfe, and not a curfe caufelefs. 
Note, Thofe that are under the curfe of God may yet perhaps, 
thrive and profper greatly in this world ; for we cannot know 
Jove or hatred, the blefling or the curfe, by what is before us, 
but by what is wthin us, Eccl. ix. 1. The curfe of God 
always works really, and always terribly: But perhaps it is a 
fecret curfe, a curfé to the foul, and doth not work vifibly ; or 
a flow curfe, and doth not work prefently ; but finners are by 
it referved for, and bound over to a day of wrath:: Canaan 


here has a better land than either Shem or Japheth; and yet: 


they have a better lot, for they inherit the bleffing. 


Pa Unto item allo the futher of all the chit. 


dren of Eber, the brother of Japheth the elder, © 


even to him were childrenborn. 22 The chil- 
dren of Shem; Elam, and Afher, and Arphax- 
ad, and Lud, and Aram. 23 And the children 
of Aram; .Uz and Hul, and Gether, and Math. 
24 And Arphaxad begat Salah; and Salah be- 
gat Eber. 25 And unto Eber were born two 


fons: the name of one was Peleg, for in his~ 


days was the earth divided ; and _his~ brother’s 
name was Joktan. 26 And Joktan begat Al- 
modad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and 
Jerah, 27 And Hadoram, and Uzal, and Dik- 
lah, 28 And Obal, and Abimael, and Shebah, 
29 And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab: all 
thefe were the fons of Joktan. 30 And their 
' dwelling was from Mefha, as thou goeft unto 
Sephar a mount of the eaft. 31 Thefe are the 
fons of Shem, after their families, after their 
tongues, in their lands, after their nations. 3.2 
Thefe ave the families of the fons of Noah, af- 
ter their generations, in their nations: and by 
thefe were the nations divided in the earth af- 
ter the flood. . 

Two things efpecially are obfervable in this account of the 
-pofterity of Shem. 

Firf, The defcription of Shem, ver..21. We have not 
only his name Siem, which fignifies a name, but two titles to 


diftinguifh him by. (1.) He was the father of all the chile 
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dren of Eber: Eber was his great-grandfon: But why fhould 
he be called the father of ‘all his children, rather than of all 
*Arphaxad’s or Salah’s, '¢.? Probably becaufe Abraham and 
his feed, God’s covenant-people, not only defcended from He- 
ber, but from hint were called Hebrews, Gen. xiv. 13. Abra- 
ham the Hebrew: St Paul looked upon it as his privilege, 
that he was a Hebrew of the Hebrews, Phil. iii. 5. Eber 
himfelf, we may fappofe, was a man eminent for religion in a 
time of general apoftacy, and a great example of piety to his 
family ; and the holy tongue being commonly called from him 
the Hebrew, it is probable he retained it in his family in the 
confufion of Babel, as a fpecial token.of God's favour to him; 
and from him the profeffors of religion were called the chil. 
dren of Eber. Now, when the infpired penman would give 
Shem an honourable title, he calls him the father of the He- 
brews: Though, when Mofes wrote this, they were a poor’ 
defpifed people, bond-flaves in Egypt; yet being God’s peo- 
ple, it was an honour to a man to be a-kin to them. As Hani, 
though he had many fons, is difhonoured by being called the 
father of Canaan, on whofe feed the curfe was entailed, chap. 
ix. 22.3; fo Shem, though he had many fons, is dignified with. 
the title of the father of Eber, on whofe feed the blefling was 
entailed. Note, A family of faints is more truly honourable than 
a family of nobles, Shem’s holy feed than Ham’s royal feed, 


* Jacob’s twelve patriarchs than Ifhmael’s twelve princes, Gens. 


xvil. 20. Goodnefs is true greatnefs.’ (2.) He was the bro- 
ther of Fapheth the elder; by which it appears, that. though 
Shem be commonly put firft, yet he was not Noah’s firft-born, | 
but Japheth was elder. But why fhould this alfo be put as 
part of Shem’s title and defcription, that he was the brother of _ 


| Japheth, fince that had been in effect {aid often before? And 


was not he-as much brother to Ham? Probably this was in- 

tended to fignify the union of the Gentiles with the Jews in 
the church. He had mentioned it as Shem’s honour, that he 
was the father of the Hebrews ; but left Japheth’s feed fhould 
therefore be looked upon as for ever fhut out from the church, 
he here minds us, that he was the brother of Japheth, not: ia 
birth only, but in blefling, for. Japheth was to dwell in the: 
tents of Shem. Note, 1. Thofe are brethren in the beft man= 
ner that are fo by grace, and that meet in the covenant of God, 
and in the commanion of faints. 2. God, in difpenfing his 
grace, doth not go by feniority, but the younger fometimes gets 
the {tart of the elder in coming into the church; /o the laf 


| /ball be firft, and the firft laf. 


Secondly, ‘The reafon of the name of Peleg, ver. 25.3-be-*’ 
caufe in his days (i. e. about the time of his birth, when his 
name was given him) was the earth divided among the chil- 
dren of men that were to inhabit it; either when Noah divided 
it by an orderly diftribution of it, as Jofhua divided the land 
of Canaan by lot; or when, upon their refufal to comply with 
that divifion, God in juftice divided them by the confufion of 
tongues: Which foever of thefe was the occafion, pious He- 
ber faw caufe to perpetuate the remembrance of it in the name 
of his fon: And juftly may our fons be called by the fame 
name; for zz our days, in another fenfe, is the earth, the 
church, moft wretchedly divided. 


i SOUR GA Pe A 

The old diftinétion between the fons of Ged and the fons 
of men, profeffors and profane, furvived the flood, 
and now appeured again when men began to multiply, — 
According to this diftin€tion, we have in this chapter, 
I. The dt/perfion of the fons of men at Babel, ver. 
I,—9.; where we have, (1.) Their prefumptuous pro- 
woking defign, which was to build a city and a tow= 
er, 


Chap. XI. 


er, ver. 1-4. (2.) The righteous judgment of God 
upon them in difappointing their defign, by confound- 
ing their language, and fo feattering them, ver. 5,— 

9. Il. The pedigree of the fons of God down to A- 
brabam, ver. 10,—26.; with a general account of 
bis family, and removal out of his native country, 
ver. 24. ad fin. 


ND the whole earth was of one language, 
f-\ and of one fpeech. 2 And it came to pafs 
as they journeyed from the eaft, that they found 
a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt 
there. 3 And they faid one to another, Go to, 
let us make brick, and burn them throughly. 
And they had brick for ftone, and flime had 
they for morter. 4 And they faid, Go to, let 
us build us a city and a tower, whofe top may 
reach unto heaven, and let us make us a name, 
left we be fcattered abroad upon the face of the 
whole earth. 
The clofe of the foregoing chapter tells us, that by the fons 
*of Noah, or, among the fons of Noah, the nations were drvid- 
ed'inithe earth after the flood; 1. e. They were diftinguifhed 
into feveral tribes or colonies, and the places they had hitherto 
lived in together being grown too frau for them, it was either 
appointed by Noah, or agreed upon among his fons, which way 
each feveral tribe or colony fhould fteer its courfe, beginning 
with the countries that were next them, and defigning to’ pro- 
ceed further and further, and to remove to a greater diftance 
from each other, as re increafe of their feveral companies 
fhould require. ‘Thus was the matter well fettled roo years 
after the flood, about the time of Peleg’s birth: But the:/ous 
of men, it fhould feem, were loth to {catter into diftant places; 
they thought the more the merrier and the fafer; and there- 
fore they contrived to keep together, and were flack to ga to 
poefs the land which the Lord God of thew fathers had gi- 
ven them, Joth. xvili. 3.; thinking themfelves wifer than ether 
God or Noah. Now here we have, 
 Firff, The advantages which befriended their def ign PoE 
keeping together. (1 +) They were all of one language, ver. 
1. If there were any different languages before the flood, yet 
‘Noah’s only, which it is likely was the fame with Adam’s, 
was preferved through the flood, and continued after it. Now 
while they all under{tood one another, they would be the more 


likely to love one another, and the more capable of helping one — 


another, and the lefs inclinable to feparate one from another. 
2. They found a very convenient commodious place to fettle 
in, ver. 2. a plains in the land of Shinar ; afpacious plain, and 
able to contain them all; a fruitful plain, and able to fuftain 
them all, according as their prefent numbers were; not confi- 
dering what room there would be for them when they ae 
be multiplied. Note, Inviting accommodations. for the. 
fent, often prove too {trong temptations to negleét both duty’ 
and intereft for hereafter. 

Secondly, The method they took to bind themfelves to one 
another, and to fettle together in one body. Inftead of covet- 
ing to enlarge their borders by a peaceable departure under the 
divine protection, they contrived to fortify it; and, as thofe 
that were refolved to wage war with heaven, they put them- 
felves into.a pofture of defence. Their unanimous refolution is, 
Let us build us a city apd a tower. It is obfervable, that the 
fir{t builders of cities both in the old world, Gen. iv. 147. and 
in: the new world here, were not men of the beft character and 


s 
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' reputation: Tents ferved God’s fubje&ts to dwell in; cities 
were firft built by thofe that were rebels againft him and ren 


volters from him, Obferve here, 

[1.] How they excited and encouraged one another to fet 
about this work: They faid, Go to, let us make brick, ver. 
3-; and again, ver..4. Go to, let us build us a city; by mu- 
tual excitements they made one another more daring and refo- 
lute. Note, Great things. may be brought to pafs when the 
undertakers are numerous and unanimous, and {tir up one ano- - 
ther to it. Let us learn to provoke one another to love and 


_to good works, as finners ftir up and encourage one another to 


wicked works. See Pfal. cxxii. r. Ifa. ii. 3, 5. Jer. Ll. 5. 
[2.] What materials they ufed in their building. The coun- 

try being a plain, yielded neither {tone nor mortar ; yet that did 

not difcourage them from their undertaking, but they made dricé 


_ to ferve inftead of fone, and /lime or pitch in{tead of mortar. 


See here, 1. What fhift thofe will make that are refolute in their 
purpofes : Were we but thus xealou/ly affected in agood thing, 
we thould not balk our work fo oft as we do under pretence that 
we want conveniences for the carrying of it on, 2. Whata 
difference there is between mens building and God’s: When 
men build their Babel, brick and flime are their beft materials ; 
but when God builds, his Jerufalem, he lays even the founda- 
tons of it with fapphires, and all its barders wih pleafant 
frones, Ua. liv. 11, 12. Rev. xxi. 19. 

[3.] For what ends they build. “Some think they intend~ 
ed hereby to fecure themfelves againft the waters of another 
flood. God had told them indeed he would not again drown 
the world; but they would trult to a tower of their own ma~ © 
king, rather than to a promife of God’s making, or an ark of . 
his appointing: But if they had.had this in their eye, they 
would have chofen to build their tower upon a mountain rather 
than upon a plain. But three things it feems they aimed at’ 
in building this tower. 

t. It feems defigned for an affront to God himfelf ; For 
they would build a‘tower qwhofe tap might reach to heaven; 
which fpeaks a defiance of God, or at leaft a rivalfhip with 
him; they will be Ake the Moff High, or come as near him 
as they can, not in holinefs but in height. "Chey forget their 
place, and fcorning to creep on the earth, they refolve to 
climb to heaven, not by the door or ladder, but fome other 
way. - 

2. They hoped hereby to make them'a name: They would. 
do fomething to be talked of now, and to give potterity to 
know, that there had been fuch men as the y in ther world : 
Rather than die and leave no memorandum behind them; they 
would leave this monument of their pride and ambitioa and 
folly. Note, (1.) Affectation of honour and a name among 
men ‘commonly fpirits men ftrangely for great’ and difficult un- 
dertakings, and often betrays them to that which is evil and. 
offenfive to God. (2.) It is jult with God to bury thofe 
names in the duft wes are raifed by fia. Thefe Babel-build-. 
ers put themfelves to a great deal of foolifh: expence to,muke 
them a name: But they could not. gain'no not this point; for 
we do not find in any hiftory the name of fo much as one of 
thefe Babel-builders: Philo Judzus faith, they engraved every’ 
one his name upon a brick, in perpetuam rei memoriam; yet 
neither did that ferve their purpofe. | 

3. They did it to prevent their difperfion: Leff we be feat. 
tered abroad upon the face of the earth. It was done (faith. 
Jofephus) in difobedience, to.that command, chap. ix. 1. Res 


. pleni/b the earth. God orders them to facie ; No, fay they,. 


we will not, we will live and.die together. In order hereun-. 


| to, they engage themfelves and one another in this vaft under- 


taking. ‘That they might unite in one glorious empire, they 


. refolved to build this city and tower, sto: be the. metropolis of 


their: 


vi . Go e 
their kingdom, and'the centre of their unity. It is- probable 
the hand of ambitious Nimrod was in- all this: He could not 
content himfelf with the command-of a particular colony, but 
aimed at an univerfal monarchy ; in order to which, under pre- 
tence of uniting for their common fafety, he contrives to. keep 
them in one body, that having them all under his eye, he might 
not fail to have them under his power. See the daring pre- 
fumption of thefe finners. Here is, (1.) A bold oppofition to 
God: “ You fhall be fcattered,” faith God; ‘* But we will 
not,” fay they. Wo unto bim that thus frives with his Ma- 
er! (2.) A bold competition with God. It is God’s pre- 
rogative to be univerfal Monarch, Lord of all, and King of 
kings; the man that aims at it, offers to ftep into the throne 
of God, who will not give his glory to another. 


5 And the Lorp came down to fee the city 
and the tower which the children of men build- 
ed. 6 And the Lorp faid, Behold, the people 
zs one, and they have all one language; and 
this they begin to do: and now nothing will be 
' reftrained from them, which they have imagt- 

ned todo. 7.Go to, let us go down, and there 
confound their language, that they may not 

underftand one another’s{peech. 8 So the Lorp 
{cattered them abroad: from thence upon the 

face of all the earth: -and they left off to build 
the city. 9 Therefore is the name of it called 
~ Babel, becaufe the Lorp did there confound 
the language of all the earth: and from thence 
did the Lorn {catter them abroad upon the face 
of all the earth. 


. We have here the quafhing of the projet of the Babel- 
builders, and the turning of the counfel of thofe froward men 
headlong, that God’s counfel might ftand in fpite of them. 
Here is, ¥ 

I, The -cognifance God took of the defign that was on foot, 
ver. 5, The Lord came down to -fee the city; it is an ex- 
preflion after the manner of men, he knew it as clearly and 
fully as men know that which they come upon the place to 
view. Obferve, (1.) Before he gave judgment upon their caufe, 

_ he inquired into it; for God is inconteftably juft and fair in 
all his proceedings againft fin and finners, and condemns none 
unheard. (2.) It is fpoken of as an aét of condefcenfion in 
God to take notice even of this building, which the underta- 
kers were fo proud of ; for he humbles himfelf to bebold the 
tranfactions, even the moft confiderable ones, of this lower 
world, Pfal. cxiii. 6. (3.) It is faid to be the tower which 
the children of men built; which fpeaks, 1. Their weaknefs 
and frailty as men. It was a very foolifh thing for the chi/- 
dren of men, worms of the earth, to defy heaven, and to pro- 
voke the Lord to jealoufy: Are they fronger than he? 2. 
Their. finfulnefs and obnoxioufnefs: They were the fons of 
Adam, fo it is in the Hebrew; nay, of that Adam, that fin- 
ful difobedient Adam, whofe children are by nature children 
of difobedience, children’ that are corrupters. 3. Their dif 
tincion from the children af God, the profeffors of religion, 
from whom thefe daring builders had feparated themfelves, and 
built this tower to fupport and perpetuate the feparation. Pious 
Eber is not found among this ungodly crew: For he and his 
are called we children of God; and therefore their fouls come 
not into the fecret, nor unite themfelves to the affembly ¢ 
ibefe children of men. i eae 


1D 


oe as: 


IJ. The counfels and refolves of the Eternal Mind concern- 
ing this matter: He did not come down merely as.a f{pedta- 
tor, but as a Judge, as a Prince, to /ook upon thefe proud men 
and abafe them, Job xl. 11,—14. Obferve, E1.] He fuf- 
fered them to proceed a good. way in their enterprife before he 
put a ftop to it, that they might have /pace to repent, andy, if 
they had fo much confideration left, might be afhamed of it, 
and weary of it themfelves; and if not, that their difappoint- 
ment might be the more fhameful, and every one that pafled 
by might laugh at them, faying, Thefe men began to build, and 
were not able to finifh; and the works of their hands, from 


which they promifed themfelves immortal honour, would turn 


to their perpetual reproach. Note, God has wife and holy 
ends in permitting the enemies of his glory to carry on their 
impious projects a great way, and to profper long in their in- 
terprifes. [2.] When they had with much care and toil 


-made fome confiderable progrefs in their building, then God 


determined to break their meafures and difperfe them? Ob- 
ferve, 

if, The righteoufnefs of God which appears in the confi- 
derations upon which he proceeded in this refolution, ver. 6. 
Two things he confidered: (1.) Their onenefs, as a reafon 
why they muft be fcattered: Behold, the people 1s one, and 
they have all one language ; and if they continue ome, much 
of the earth will be left uninhabited, the power of their prince 
will foon be exorbitant, wickednefs and.profanenefs will be un- 
{ufferably rampant; for they will ftrengthen -one another’s 
hands in it, and, which is worlt of all, they will be an over- 
balance to the church ; and thele chi/dren of men, if thus in- 
corporated, will {wallow up the little remnant of God’s chil- 
dren: Therefore it is decreed, they mutt not be one. Note, 
Unity is policy, but it is not the infallible mark of a true 
church: Yet whilé the builders of Babel, though. of different 
families, difpofitions, and interefts, were thus unanimous in op- 
pofing God, what a pity is it, and what~a fhame, that the 
builders of Sion, though united in one common Head and 
Spirit, fhould be divided as they are in ferving God! But 


marvel not at the matter, Chrilt came not to fend peace. (2.) » 


Their ebfinacy: Now nothing will be refirained fram them; 
and this is a reafon why they muft be crofled, and thwarted in 
their defign: God had tried by his commands and admoni- 
tions to bring them off from this projeét, but in vain: there- 
fore he muft take another courfe with them. See here, 1. 
The finfulnefs of fin, and the wilfulnefs of finners: Ever fince 
Adam would not be reftrained from the forbidden tree, his 


unfanttified feed have been impatient of reftraint, and ready to . 


rebel again{t it. 2. See the neceflity of God’s judgments up- 
on earth, to keep the world in fome order, and to tie the 
hands of thofe that will not be checked by law. 

2dly, See the wifdom and mercy of God in the methods 
that were taken for the defeating of this enterprife, ver. 7. Go 
to, let us go down, and there confound their language. This 
was not fpoken to the angels, as if God needed either their 
advice or their affiftance ; but God fpeaks it to himfelf, or the 


- Father to the Son and Holy Ghoft. They faid, Go so, det us 


_ up them and their building, and let them go down quick 


make brick, and Go to, let us build us a tower, animating one 
another in the attempt; and now God faith, Go. to, /et us 
confound their langucge; for if men ftir up themfelves to fin, 
God will fiir up himfelf to take vengeance, Lfa. lix. 17, 18. 
Now obferve here, 

(1.) The mercy of God in moderating the penalty, and 
not making that proportionable to the offence; for he dea/s 
not with us according to our fins. He doth not fay, Let 
us go down now in thunder and lightning, and confume thofe 
rebels in a moment ;” or, * Let the earth open and fwallow 
into 


\ - 


‘Chap. XE. 


hell, 


=e 
iin ee 


a gift of tongues beftowed upon the apoftles, Acts it. contnibuted ; 


~ eth as the rivers of water. 


baa ‘ % t 


: > hell, who are: climbing to neiven the wrong way .” No, only, 


“ Lei us go down and {catter them.” They deferved death, 


- but are only banifhed or tr anfported, for the patience of God » 


is very great towards a provoking world.- Punifhments are 
chiefly referved for the future ftate; God's” judgments on fin- 


ners in this life, compared with thofe, are little more than re- 


ftraints. 
- (2.) The wifdom of God,'in pitching upon an effechual eX- 


pedient to.ftay proceedings; which was the confounding of 
their language, that vhey might not underfiand ‘one another's: 
© fpeech; nor could they well join hands when their tongues 


were ‘divided: So that this would be avery proper means 
both to take them off from their building; for if they could 
not underftand one another, they could not help one another : 

‘As alfo to difpofe them to fcatter ;\ for when they could not 
underftand one another, they could not. enjoy one another. 
Note, God has various means, and. effectual ones, to baffle and 


- defeat the projects of proud men that fet themfelves again{t 
~ him ; and particularly to divide them among themfelves, either 
by dividing their fpirits, Judg. ix. 23.5 or by dividing their 
_ ‘tongues as David prays, Pfal. lv. 9. ; 


to the blaft- 
God 


iI. The execution of thefe counfels of God, 
ing and defeating of the counfels of men, ver. 8, 0. 


~ made them know- whofe word /hould fand, his or theirs, as 


the expreflion is, Jer. xliv. 28. Notwith{tanding their onenefs 
and obftinacy, God was too hard for them, and wherein they 
dealt proudly he was above them; for who ever hardened 
his heart againft him, and profpered 2 

_ Three things were done. 

1, Their language was confounded. God, who, when he 
made man, taught him to fpeak, and put words into his ‘mouth 


fit to exprefs the conceptions of his mind by, now made thofe: 


‘builders to forget their former language; and to fpeak and un- 
derftand a new one, which yet was the fame to thofe of the 
fame tribe or family, but not to others: Thofe of one colony 
could converfe together, but not with thofe of another. Now, 
(a.) This was a great miracle, and a proof of the power which 
God has upon the minds and tongues of men, which he turn- 
(2.) This was a great judgment 
upon thofe builders : For being thus deprived of the knowledge 
of the ancient and holy tongue, they were become incapable of 
‘communicating with the true church in which it was retained ; 


and probably it contributed much to their lofs of the ihowledge 
of the true God. 


-(3-) We all fuffer by it to this day. In 
all the i inconveniences we fuftain by the diverfity of languages, 
and all the pains and trouble we dre at®to learn the languages 


we have oceafion for, we {mart for the rebellion of our ancef- 


tors at Babel: Nay, and thofe unhappy controverfies which are 
Srifes of words, and arife’ from our mifunderftanding of one 
another’s language, for onght I know, are owing to this con- 


fufion of tongues. (4.) ‘The projeét of fome to frame an uni- 


verfal charaéter inorder to an univerfal language, how defi- 
rable foever it may feem, yet I think is but a vain thing to at- 
tempt; for itis to ftrive again{t a divine fentence, by which 
the languages of the nations will be divided while the world 


ftands, (5.) We may here lament the lofs of the univerfal’ 


ufe of the Hebrew tongue, which from henceforth was the 


_yulgar language of the Hebrews only, and continued fo till the 
. Captivity in Babylon, where even among them it was exchan- 
gel for the Syriac.* (6.) As the confounding of tongnes di- 


vided the children of men, and {cattered them abroad; fo the 


_ greatly to the gathering together of the children of God 


x 


_ which were /cattered abroad, and the uniting of them in Chrift, 
* that wth one mind and mouth they might glorify God, Rom. 
im XY. 0. 


Vor. I. a Ee ; 


Se oag ee qa: 8, 


_ Salah. 


. years, and begat'fons'and daughters, 
‘ Eber lived four and thirty years, and begat Pe- 
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2. Their building was ftopped: They Teft of to burld the - 
cuy. This was the effe&t of ‘the confufion of their tongues ; 
for it not only difabled them to he!p one another, but proba:. 
bly ftruck fuch a damp upon their fpirits that they could not 
proceed fince they faw in this the tea of the Lord gone out 
againft them. Note, (r.) It i ‘: wifdom to leave off that which 
we fee.God fights again{t. (2.) God is able to bla(t and: 
bring to nought all the ee ee defigns of Bubel-builders. 
He fits in heaven, and laughs at the counfels of the kings of 
the earth againft him and his Anointed; and will-force them 
to confefs, that there is no wifdom nor counfel againit the. . 
Lord, Prov. xxi. 30. lfa. viiit 9, To. 

3. The builders were /cattered abroad from thence upon 
the face of the whole earth, ver.’8, 9. They departed in 
companies after their fannie, and after thetr tongues, (chap. 


. X+ $y 20, 31. .) to the feveral countries and places allotted to 


them in the divifion that had been made which they knew 
before, but would not go to take the pofleflion of till now thac 
they were forged to it. Obferve here, (1.) That the very ~ 
thing which they feared came upon them ; that difperfion which 
they thought to evade by their rebellion, they pulled upon them- 
felves by it; for that trouble we are moft likely to fall into 
which we {eek to evade by indire&t and finful methods. (2.) 
That it was God’s work: The Lord fcattered them. God’s 
hand is to-be acknowledged in all {cattered providences ; 3 ifthe - 
family be fcattered, relations {cattered, churches fcattered, it is the 
Lord’s doing. ( 3: -) That though’ they were as firmly in league 
with one another as could be, yet the Lord {cattéered thers - 
for no man can keep together what .God will put efunder. 
(4-) That thus God juftly took vengeance on them, for. their 
bowie in that prefumptuous attempt to build. their tower : 
Shameful difperfions are the juft punifhment of finful unions : 
Simeon and Levi, who had been brethren in iniquity, were die 
vided in Jacob, Gen. xlix. 5, 7. Pfal. Ixxxiii. 5,—13. (5.) 
That they left behind them a perpetual memorandum of their 
reproach in the name given to the place: It was called Babe/, ~ 
Confufion. They that aim at a great name, commonly come 
off with an 7// name. (6.) The children of men were now fi- 
nally fcattered and never did, ‘nor ever will, come-all toge- 
ther again till the great day, when the Son of man fhall fit up- 
on the throne of his glory, and a// nations {hall be gathered 
before him, Mat. xxv. 31, 32. 

16 Thefe are the generations of Shem: Shem 
‘was an hundred years old, and begat Arphax- 
ad two years after the flood. 11 And Shem li- 
ved after he begat. Arphaxad five hundred 
years, and begat fons and daughters. 12 And 
Arphaxad lived five and thirty years, and begat — 
13 And Arphaxad lived after he be- 
gat Salah four hundred and three’ years, and 
begat fons and daughters. 414 And Salah lived 
thirty years, and begat Eber. 15 And Salah 
lived after he begat Eber four hundred and'three 


16 And: 


leg. 17 And Eber lived after he begat Peleg 
four hundred and thirty years, and. begat fons ~ 
and daughters. 18 And Peleg lived thirty. 
years, and begat Reu. 19 And. Peleg’ lived 
after he begat Reu two hundred and nine 
years, and begat fons and daughters. 20 And 

| K Reu 
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rug. . t And Reu lived'after he begat Serug 
two hundred and feven years, and begat fons 
and daughters. 22 And Serug lived thirty 
years, and begat Nahor. 23 And. Serug li- 
ved after he begat Nahor two hundred years, 
and begat sons and daughters., 24 And. Na- 


_hor lived nine and twenty years, and begat . 


Terah.. 25 And Nahor lived after he begat 
‘Ferah an hundred and” nineteen years, and 
begat fons and daughters. 26 And Terah li- 
ved feventy years, and begat Abram, Nahor, 
_and Haran, 


We have here a genealogy, not an endlefs genealogy : For 
here it-ends in Abram the friend of God, and leads further to 
Chrift the promifed Seed, who was the Son of Abraham; and 

_ from Abraham the genealogy of Chrift is reckoned, Mat: i. 1, 
ds*e.; fo that, put Gen. -v. Gen. xi. and Mat. i. together, and 
you have fuch an entire genealogy of Jefus Chrift as cannot be 

produced (for ought I know) concerning any perfon in the 
world out of his line, and at fuch a diftance from the fountain- 
head. And laying thefe three genealogies together, we fhall 
find, that twice ten and thrice fourteen generations or defcents 
pafled between the firft and fecond Adam; making it clear 
concerning Chrift, not only that he was the fon of Abraham, 

_but the fon of man and the /eed of the woman. Obferve here, 
(1.) That nothing is left upon record concerning thofe of this 
fine, but'their names and ages, the Holy Ghoft feeming to 
haften through them to the ftory of Abraham. How little do 
we Know of thofe that are gone before us in this world, even 

' thofe that lived in the fame places where we live, as we like- 

wife know little of thofe that are our co-temporaries, but in 


diftant places! We have enough to doto mind the work of 
our-owsn day, and let God alone to reguire that’ which ts 


_ paft, Eccl. iit. 15. (2.) That there was an obfervable gradual 
' decreafe in the years of their lives. Shem reached to 600 
years, which yet fell fhort of the age of the patriarchs before 
the floods. the three next came fhort of 50; the three next 
_ did not reach to 300; and after them we read not of any that 
attained to 200, but Terah; and not.many ages after this, 
Mofes reckoned 70 or 80 to be the utmoft men ordinarily-ar= 
rive at, When the earth began to be replenified, mens lives 
began to fhorten; fo that the decreafe isto be imputed to the 
wife’ difpofal’ of Providence, rather than to any decay of na- 
ture.. For the eleé’s fake, mens days are fhorteried ; and be- 
ing evil, it is well they are few, and attain not to the years 
of the lives of our fathers, Gen. xlvil. 9. (3.) That Eber, 
from whom the Hebrews were denominated, was the’ /onge/f 
fiver of any that were bora after the floods; which perhaps 
~was the reward’ of his fingular piety and {tri@ adherence to the 


ways of God. 


27 “ Now thefe are the generations of Te- 
rah: ‘Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and’ Haran ; 
and’ Haran begat Lot. 20 And Haran died 
before his father Terah, in the land of his na- 
tivity, in Ur of the Chaldees. 24 And Abram 
and Naher took them wives: the name of A- 
bram’s wife was Sarai;~ and the name-of Na- 
hor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the 
father of Milcah, and the father of Ifcah. 30 


G ENE 8-155, 


- Reu lived: two and thirty years, and begat Se- | o | 
+ And Terah.took Abram his fon, and Lot the. 

- fon of Haran his fon’s fon, and Sarai his daugh-: 

_ ter-in-law, chisefon Abram’s wife; and they 
went forth with them from: Ur of the Chaldees, - 


‘Tfaac and Jacob had their wives. 
-Lot, of whom it is here faid, ver. 28. rhat be died before bis 


= A oi t aie. ist ‘ee es 


But Sarai was barren ; the had no child. 31 


to go into the land of Canaan: and they came 
unto Haran, and dwelt there. 32 And the 
days of Terah were two hundred and five years: 
and Terah died in Haran. - 


mous from henceforward.in both Teftaments. We have. 


-here, 


of his nativity; an idolatrous countty, where even the chil- 
dren of Eber themfelves were degenerated. Note, Thofe who. 
are through grace heirs of the land of promife, ought to re-— 
member what was the /and of their nativity; what was their. 


were_hewn. : - 


Secondly, Hig relations, mentioned for his fake, and bes 
caufe of their interefts in the following ftory. [1.] His fa-- 


‘idolatry gain footing in the world, and fo hard is it even for- 


thofe that have fome good principles to fwim againft the ftream.-- 


Though it is faid, ver. 26. that when Terah was feventy 
years old, he begat Abram, Nahor,:and Haran, which feems 
to tell us that “’bram was the eldeft fon of Terah, and born.. 
in his feventieth year ; yet by comparing ver. 32. which makes 
Terah to die in his 205th year, with Ads vii. 4. where it is. 
faid that Abram removed from Haran when his father was 


Chap) XIL. © 


Here begins the ftory of Abram; whofe name is fe. 


Fit, His country: Ur of the Chaldees, that was the /and - 


corrupt and finful ftate by nature; the rock out of which ‘they’ 


ther was Terah; of whom it is faid, Jofh. xxiv. 2. that he » 
_ferved other gods on the other fide of the flood: So early did. 


dead, and chap. xii. 4. where it is faid that he was but feven-- : 


ty-five years old when he removed from Maran, it appears that. 


he was born in the hundred and thirtieth year of 'Terah, and 
probably ‘was his youngeft fon; for in God’s choices oft-times 
the laft foall be firfi, and the firft laf. We have, [2.] Some. 
account of his brethren: (1.) Nahor, out of whofe family both 


(2.) Haran, the father of 


1 
f 


father Terab, Note, Children cannot be fure that they fhall. | 


furvive their parents; for death doth not go by feniority, taking - 
the eldeft firlt': Te /badow of death ts without any order, Job: 


-&. 22. It is likewife faid that he died in Ur of the Chaldees,.. 


before the happy remove of the family out ‘of that idolatrous : 


country. Note, It concerns us to haftenout of our natural 
ftate, left death furprife us in it. [3.] His wife was Sarai ;.. 
who, fome think, was the fame with Ifcah, the daughter of | 
Haran. Abram himfelf faith of her, that fhe was the daugh= 
ter of bis father, but not the daughter of bis mother, chap. - 
xx. 12. She was ten years younger than Abram. esis 
Thirdly, His departure out of Ur of the Ghaldzes, with his ; 
father Terah, his nephew Lot, and the reft of his family, in: 
“obedience to the call of God; of which we fhall read more - 


chap. xii. 1, &fc. This chapter leaves them in Haran, or Char - > 


“ran; a place about the mid-way between Ur and Canaan,.. 


where they dwelt till Terah’s head was laid, probably becaufe - 
the old man was unable, through the infirmities of age, to pro- 


-ceed in his journey. Many reach to Charran, and yet fall: 
fhort of Canaan; they are not far from the kingdom of God,., 
‘and yet never come thither. ~ 


Citic Ry KU cs 


The pedigree and family of Abram we bad an-account - 


of in the foregoing chapter ; here the Holy Ghaft en-. 


ters. 


3 oe 


aes ep hl Sees . 
(Wi 


~~ occafional remove into Egypt, with an account of 


a kindred, and from thy father’s houfe, unto a 


gone with all fpeed, efcape for thy life,.look not bebind thee, 
chap. xix. 17. Note, Thofe that are in a finful ftate are 


ters upon his flory, and from hence-forward Abram 


and his feed are almoft the only fubje@ of the facred 


biftory. In this chapter, we have, 1. God’s call of 
_ Abram to the land of Canaan, vert. 1,—3. If. A4- 
 bram’s obedience to this call, ver. 4,5. Ill. His 
“welcome to the land of Canaan, ver. 6,—9. IV. His 


what happened-to him there. Abvam’s flight and 
fault, ver. 10,—13, Sarai’s danger and deliver- 
ance, Ver. 14,—-20. : 


1OW the Lorn had faid unto Abram, Get 
thee out of thy country, and from thy 


land that I will fhew thee. 2 And I will make 
of thee a great nation, and I will blefs thee, 
and make thy name great; and-thou fhalt bea 
bleffing.. 3 And I will blefs them that blefs thee, 


and curfe him that curfeth thee: and in thee 


fhall all families of the earth be bliefled. 


We have here the call by which Abram was removed out | 
of the land of his nativity into the land -of promife; which ° 
was defigned both to try his faith and obedience, and alfo to | 
feparate bim, and fet him apart for God, and for fpecial fervi- 


ces and favours which were further defigned. The circum- 
{tances of this call we may be fomewhat helped to the know- 


ledge of, from Stephen’s fpeech, Acts vii. 2. where we are — 
_ told, 1. ‘Fhat the God ef glory appeared to him, to give | 
him this call; appeared in fuch difplays of his glory, as left | 
__ Abram no room to doubt the divine authority of this call. ([ 
God fpake to him after 7n divers manners ; but this firft time, _ 
when the correfpondence was to be fettled, he appeared to him | 
as the God of glory, and /pake to him. 2. That this call was |’ 
given him in Méfopatamia, before he dwelt im Charran; ' 


_ therefore we rightly read it, The Lord had faid unto Abram, 


viz. in Ur of the Chaldees: and in obedience to this call, as | 
Stephen further relates the ftory, ver..q. he came out of the 
land of the Chaldeans, and dwelt in Charran, or Haran, a- | 


out five years; and from thence, when his father was dead, 
by a frefh command, purfuant to the former, he removed him 
into the land of Canaan. Some think Haran was.in Chaldea, 
and fo was ftill a’ part of Abram’s country ; or he having ftaid 
there five years, began to call it his country, and to take root 
there, till,;God let him know this was not the place he was 
intended for. 
for us, he will notfuffer us to take up our reft any where fhort 
of Canaan ; but will gracioufly repeat his calls, till the good 
_ work begun be performed, and our fouls _ in God only. 
In the call itfelf, we have a precept and a promife. 


try. Now, : 

: [1.] By this precept he was tried whether he /oved God 
‘better than he loved his native foi/ and dearef# friends, and 
whether he could willingly leave all to go along with God. 
His country was become idolatrous, his kindred and his fa- 
~ ther’s honfe were a conftant temptation to him, and he could 
not continue with them without danger of being infected by 
them: Therefore, Get thee out, "%) “4, vade tibi, get thee 


concerned to make all hafte poffible out of it. Get out for 
thyfelf, fo fome read it; 7. e. for thine own good. Note, 


Thofe who leave their fins and turn to God, wall themfelves | 


* 


oe es ee 


Note, If God Jove us, and thave mercy in ftore | 


_ Firft, A trying precept, ver. 1. Getsthee out of thy coun- 


ae 15 
be unfpeakable gainers by the change, Prov. ix. 11, This 


‘command, which God gave to Abram, is much the fame with 


the gofpel-call, by which all the fpiritual feed of faithful A. 
braham are brought into covenant with God. For, (1.) Na« 


-tural affection muft give way to divine grace: Our country is 


dear to us, our kindred dearer, and our father’s houfe dearett 
of all; and yet they muft all be hated, Luke xiv. 26.; that is, 
we muft love them lefs than Chrift, hate them in comparifon 
with him; and whenever any of thefe come in competition 
with him, thofe-muft be poftponed, and ‘the preference given 
to the will andMonour of the Lord Jefus. (2.) Sin, and-all 
the occafions of it, muft be forfaken; and particularly bad 
company : We muft abandon all the idols of iniquity which 
have been fet up in our hearts, and>get out of the way- of 
temptation, plucking out even’a right eye that leads us ‘to fin, 
Mat. v. 29.5 willingly partiog with that which is deareft to 
us, when we cannot keep it without hazard of our integrity. 
Thofe that refolve to keep the commandments of God mutt 
quit the fociety of evildoers, Pfal. cxix. 115. Adts ii. 4o. 
(3.) Fhe world and all our enjoyments in it, muft be looked 
upon with a holy indifferency and contempt: We muft no 
longer look upon it as our country or home, but as our -inns 
and muft aécordingly fit loofe to it, and live abeve it, get out 
of it inaffe@ion, *- 


\ 


[2.] By this precept he was tried whether he could truf : 


God further than he faw him;-for he muft leave his own coun- 
try, to go to a land that God would /bew him. He doth not 
fay, lt-is a Jand that I will g7ve thee; only, /bew thee. Nor 
doth he tell-him what land it was, or what kind of land; but 
he muft follow God with an implicit faith. and take God’s * 
word for it in the general, though he had no particular fecuri- 
ties given him, that he fhould be no lofer by Jeaving his coun 
try to follow God. Note, Thofe that will deal with God, 
muft deal upon tru: We mutt quit the things that are feen, 
for the things that are not feen; and fubmit to the fufferings of 
this prefent time,.in hopes of a glory that is yet to be reveal- 
ed, Rom. viii. 18.: For 27 dath not yet appear what we fhall 
be, £ John ii. 2. no more than it did to Abram when God 
called him to a land he would /hew him; fo teaching him to 


live in a continual dependance upon his conduct, and with his - 


eye ever towards-him. 
Secondly, Here is an encouraging promife; nay, it is a come 
plication of promifes, many, and. exceeding great and precious. 
Note, All God’s precepts-are attended with promifes to thé 
obedient. When he makes’ himfelf known to us.as a com- 
mepder, he makes himfelf known alfo as a rewarder: If we 
obey the command, God will not fail to perform the- promife. 
Here are fix promifes. ; 
1. I will make of thee a great nation. 


When God hock 


"him from ‘his own people, he promifed to make him the head 


of another people; he cut him off from being the branch of a 


wild olive, to make him the root of a good olive. This pro- - 


mife was, 17, A great relief to Abram’s burden, for he had 
now no child. Note, God knows how to fuit his favours to 
the wants and neceflities of his children. He that has a 
plaifter for every fore, will provide one for that’ firlt that is 
molt painful. 2d/y, A great trial to Abram’s faith, for his 


-wife had been long barren ; fo that if he believe, it muft be a- | 


gainft hope; and his faith muft build purely upon that power 
which can out of fones raije up children unto Abraham, and 
make them a great ‘nation. Note, (1.) God makes‘nations. 


‘By him they are‘born at once, Ha. Ixvi. 8.3 and he fpeaks 
_to build and plant them, Jer. xvii. 9. And, (2.) If.a natiog 


be made great if, wealth .and power, it-is God that greatens 
it.  (3.) God can raife a great nation out of a dry ground, 
and can make-@ ite one to be a thoufand. 
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2. I will blefs thee ; either particularly with the blefling- of . 


- frnitfulnefS-and-increafe, as he had bleffed. Adam and Noah; _ 


or, in general, J wil/ bef thee with all manner of bleflings, 
both of the upper and nether f{prings: Léave thy father’s houfe, 
and | will give thee a father’s blefling, better than that of thy 
progenitors. 
the bleffing. 


3. Lawill make thy name great. 


By deferting his country 


“he loft his name there: * Care not for that (faith God;) but — 


“truft‘me, and I-will make thee a greater name than ever thou 
couldeft have had there.”” Having no child, he feared he 
fhould have no name; but God will niake him a great nation, 
and fo make him a great name. Note, (1.) God is the foun- 
tain of honour, and from him promotion comes, 1 Sam. ii. 8. 
(2.) The name of obedient believers hall certainly be celebra- 


ted and made great: The beft report is that which the elders ~ 


obtained by faith, Heb. xi. 2. 
4: Thou fhalt be a blefing : That is, (1.) Thy happinefs 
fhall be a fampler of happinefs, fo that thofe who would blefs 
their friends, fhall only pray that God would make them. like 
Abram, as Ruth. iv. 11.. Note, God’s dealings with obedi- 
ent believers are fo kind and gracious, that we need not defire 
for ourfelves or. our friends to be.any better dealt with, that is 
bleffednefs enough. (2.) Thy life fhall be a blefling to the 
“places where thou fhalt fojourn. Note, Good men are: the 
bleflings of their Country, and it is their unfpeakable honour 
and happinefs to be made fo. 

5. L will blefs them that blefs thee, and curfe him that 


_ eurfeth thee, This made it a. kind of a. league offenfive and 
+ defenfive between God and Abram. Abram heartily efpoufed 


God’s caufe, and here God. promifeth. to. intereft himfelf in 
his. (1.) He promifeth to be a friend to his friends ; to take 
/kindneffes fhewn to him as done to himfelf, and. to. recom- 
‘penfe them accordingly. God will take care that none be lo- 
fers at long run by any fervice done for his people; even a 
-cup of cold water fhall be rewarded, -(2.) He promifeth to 
appear againft his enemies. There were thofe that hated and. 
curfed- even Abram himfelfs but while their caufelefs .curfes 
could not hurt Abram, God’s righteous curfe would. certainly 
overtake and ruin them, Numb. xxiv. 9. This is a good_rea- 


fon why we fhould blefs them that curfe us, becaufe it 1s enough _ 


that God ‘will curfe them, Pfal. xxxviiil. 13, 14, 5. 

6. In thee fhall all families of the earth be bleffed, This 
was the promife that crowned all. the reft ; for it points at the 
Meffiah, in whom all the promifes are Yea and Amen. Note, 
(1.) Jefus Chrift is the great blefling. of the world, the great- 
eft that ever the world was bleffed with: He is a family-blef- 
fing ; by him falvation is brought to the houfe, Luke xix. 9. 
When we reckon up our family-bleflings, let us put Chrift in 
the snprimis, as the bleffing of bleffings.. But how are a// 
the families of the earth blefled in Chrift, when fo many are. 
ftrangers to him? Anfwer, 1/7, All that arébleffed are bleffed 

in him, Ads iv. 12.  2d/y, All that believe, of what family 
foever they are, fhall be bleffed in him. 3¢/y, Some of all the 
families’ of the earth are bleffed.in him. 4éhly, Thére are 
fome bleffings which all, the families of the earth are bleffed 
with in Chrift, for the gofpel-falvation is a ¢ommon falvation. 


(2.) It is a great honour to be related to Chrift: This made 


<bram’s name great, thatthe Meffiah. was to defcend from 
chis loins, much more than that he fhould be the father of 
many: nations. It was Abram’s honour to be his. father 
by nature, it will be ours to.be his brethrea by grace, Mat. 
Xi. 50. 


4 So Abram departed, as the Lorp shad fpo- 


--ken unto him; and Lot went with him: and 


Cie Pe Ny By Se Wee ae 


Note, Obedient believers fhall be fure to inherit “ 


nae 


Abram was feventy and five years. old when 


he departed out of Haran. 5 And Abram togk™ 


Sarai his wife, and’Lot his brother’s fon, and all 
their fubftance that‘they had gathered, and the 


fouls that they had gotten in Haran; and they — 

went forth to. go into the land of Canaan, and. 

into the land of Canaan they came. Uhh Se 
Here is, Fir. Abram’s removal out of his country, Out of ‘ame 


Ur firft, and afterwards out of Haran, in compliance with the 
callof God; So Abram departed. He was not difobedient: 


to the heavenly vifion ; but did as he was bidden, not confer-.- 


ring with fi fb and blood, Gal. 1.15, 16. His obedience. 


was fpeedy, and without delay ;-fubmiffive, and without dif. 


pute: For he went out, not knowing whither he went, Heb. 
xi. 8. but knowing whom'he followed, and under whofe con- 
duct he went. ‘Fhus God called him to bis foot, Ua. xli. 2. 

Secondly, His age when he removed: He was feventy-five 
years old; an age when he fhould rather have had reft and fet- 
tlement ;.but if God will have him to begin the world again 


now in his old age, he will fubmit. Here is an inftance of an. 
| old convert. . 


Thirdly, The company and cargo that he took with him. 


t. He took his wife and his nephew Lot with him; not by ~ 


force, and againft their wills, but_by perfuafions: Sarai, his 
wife, would be fure to go with him; God had joined them to= 
gether, and nothing fhould put them afunder. If Abram: 
leave all to follow God, Sarai will leave all to follow Abram, 
though neither of them knew whither. / 
to Abram toshave fuch a companion ‘in his travels, a help meet 
for him. Note, It is very comfortable when hufband and’ 
wife agree to go together in the way to heaven. Lot alfo, 
his kinfman, was influenced by Abram’s. good, example, who 
was perhaps his guardian after the death of his father, and he 
was willing to go along with him too. : 
go to,Canaan, need not go alone; for though few find the 
{trait gate, bleffed be God fome do; and it is our: wifdom to. 


go, with thofe with whom God is, (Zech. viii, 23.) where- 
_ ever they go. : a 


2. They took all their effeéts with them: A// their Sub- 


| ance and moveable goods that they bad gathered. For, 


(1.) With themfelves they would give up: their. all to be at 
God’s ‘difpofe, would keep back no part of the price, but ven- 
ture all in one bottom, knowing it was a good bottom; (2.) 
They would furnith themfelves with that which was. requifite 
‘both for the fervice*ef God; and the fupply of their family, in: 
the country whither they were going. ‘’o have thrown away 
his fubftance becaufe God had promifed to blefs him, had been 
to. tempt God, not to.truft him. (3!) They would not be 
under any temptation to return; therefore they leave nota 


try from which they came out. — 


~ hoof behind, left that fhould make them mindful of the coun 


3 They took with them the fouls that they had gotten: — 


And it was a mercy” 


~ Chap. XH 1 | 


Note, Thofe that. 


That is, (1.) The fervants they had brought, which were part. 


of their fubftance ; but are called /ouds, to mind matters that 
their poor fervants have fouls, precious fouls, which they ought ~ 


to take care of, and provide food conaenient for. (2.) The 
profelytes they had. made and. perfuaded to attend the wore 
fhip of the true God, and to go with them to Canaan; the 
foals which, (as one of the Rabbins. expreffeth it) they had 


gathered under the wings of the Divine Majefly, “Note, 


‘Thofe who ferve and follow. God themfelyes, fhould. do all 


they can to, bring others to ferve and follow-him too. Thofe 


fouls they are faid to have gained: We muft reckon ourfelves. 
true. gainers if we can but win fouls to Chri, == sit 
» ‘ ie Lajfily, 
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ae Lafily, Ne SNe ahicir Happy arrival’ at: their journey’s end, } ‘with the Canaanites whom he found there, he had abundance 


they went forth to go into the land of Canaan: So they did 
before, chap. xi, 31. and then took up: fhort ; but now ‘they 


held on their way, and 19. the land of Canaan they came by, 


-the good hand of their God upon them, and- by a frefh reve- 


lation were told, that this was the land God promifed to. fhew 
them. They: were not di/eouraged by the aificulites they met 


with in their way, vor divertediby the deHgbis they met with, 


but preffed forwards. Note, (1.) Thofe that. fet out. for. 
heaven mutt perfevere to, the end, {till reaching forth to thofe 
things that are before. (2.) [hat which we undertake in o- 
bedience to God's command, and an humble attendance upon 


his providence will.certainly fucceed, and end -with' comfort at 


laft. - 4 


6 q And Abram paffed-through the land in- 
to the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. 
And the Canaanite was then inthe land. 7 
And the Logp appeared unto Abram, and faid, 
Unto thy feed will I give this land: and there 
builded he an altar unto the Lorn, who appear- 
ed unto him: 8° And he removed from thence 


- unto a mountain on the eaft of Beth-el, and 


‘pitched his tent, baving Beth-el on. the. weit, 


and Hai on the eaft: and there he builded an 


altar unto the Lorn, and called upon the name 
of the Lorp. g And Abram journeyed, going 
en full toward the fouth.. > 

One would have expected, that Abram having had fuch ap 


- extraordinary ‘call to Canaan, fome great event fhould have 


followed upon-his arrival there’; that he fhould have been in- 


troduced with all pofliblemarks-of honour and refpect; and © 


that the kings ‘of Canaan fhould immediately have /urrendered 


their crowns to him, and. done him homage :. No, he corhes 


~ ground td. pitch his tent on, but by their permiflon. 


not with obfervaiion, little notice is taken of him ; for {till 


-God will have him to Ave’ by faith, and to look upon Canaan, 
even. when he was. in ity as a land of promife... Therefore ob- 
ferve here, 

Fir/?, How little comfort he had in the land he came-to. . 

For, [1.] He had it not to himfelf: The Canaanite was 
then.in the land. He found the country peopled and*poffeffed 
by Canaanites, 'who were likely to be but bad neighbours and 
worfe landlords ; and, for ought appears, he could not have 
Thus 


‘the accurfed Canaanites feemed to be in better circumftances 


than bleffled Abram. Note, The children of this world have 
commonly more of it than God’s:children. 
[2.] He had not.a fettlement in it; He paffed through the 


land, ver. 6.: he removed.to a mountain, ver. 8.3 he journey-- 
ed, going on full, ver. 9. Obferve here, (1.) That fometimes | 
it is the lot of good. men fo be unfettled,’and obliged often. to 


remove their habitations Holy David-had his wanderings, 
his fittings, Pfal. vi. 8. (2.) Our removes in this world 
are often into various conditions. Abram fojourned firlt 22 @ 
plain, ver. 6.; then in a mountain, ver. 8. God has fet the 
one over againft the other, (3.) All good people muft look 


upon themfelves as {trangers and fojourners in this world, and 


by faith fit loofé to it’as a frange country. So Abram did, 
(4.) While we are here in this prefent ftate, 
we muft be journeying and going on full from ftrength to 


“Mtrength, as having not yet-attained. - 


omy 


Secondly, How much comfort he had in the God he fol- 


lowed: When he could: haye little fatisfacion in conyerfe . 


. 


of pleafurein communion wih that God who brought him 
thither, and. did not leave him. Communion with God is 
kept up by the word and prayer; and by thefe, according to. 
the methods of that difpenfation, Abram’s communion with 
God was kept up in the land of ‘his pilgrimage. - 
[1.] God appeared to Abram, probably in a vifion, and° 
{poke tovhim good words and’ comfortable words: Unto’ chy: 
feed will I give this land. Note, (1) No place 8r condition 
of life: can fhut.us‘out-from the comforts. of God's gracious 
vifits. Abram is a fojourner;. unfettled: among Canaahites ; 
and yet*here alfo he-meets' with him that Aves and fees him. 
Enemies may part us-and our tents, us and our altars, but ‘not 
“us and our God. Nay, (2+) Thofe that faithfully follow. 
«God. in a way of duty, though he lead-them from their friend8,, 


he will himfelf make up that Jofs by his gracious. appearances. 


to them. .{3.) God’s promifes- are fure and fatisfying to all 
thofe who confcientioufly-obferve and obey his precepts; and 
thofe who, ia compliance with God’s call, leave or lofe any.’ 
thing that is dear to.them, fhall-be fure of fomething elfe a- 
bundantly better in lieu of it. Abram had left the and of 
his nativity: © Well, (faith God; ) I will give thee. this Tand ;”? 
Mat. xix..29,  (4.) God reveals himfelf and his favours to- - 
_ his people by degrees :. Before, he had promifed to fhew him 
this land; now, to give it him: As grace is growing, fo is- 
comfort: (5.) It is comfortable to-have land of God’s giv- 
‘ing, not by providence only, but. by promife. (6.) Mercies. 
_ tothe children are mercies to the parents: I will give it, not 
,to thee, but to thy feed: It is a grant in reverfion to‘his feed; 


|. which yet, it fhould feem, Abram underftood alfo as a grant 


- to-hinifelf of a better Jand in reverfion, of which. this. was’ 2 


|. type; for he looked for a heavenly country, Heb. xi, 16° 


[2.] Abram attended on God in-his inftituted ‘ordinances, — 
- He builded an altar unto the ‘Lord; who appeared to him, . 
ver. 7.3 builded an attar, and called on the name of the 
Lord, ver. 8. Now confider this, (1.) As. done upon‘a fpe- 
cial occafion: When God appeared to-him, then-and there. 
he buz/: an altar, with an eye to the God that ‘appeared to 
him: ‘Thus he returned God’s vifit, and kept’up his corre- 
fpondence with héaven, as one that refolved it fhould: not fall 
on his fide; thus he. acknowledged with thank/ulue/s God’s 
kindnefs to. him‘in making Him that gracious vifit and promife; 
and thus he ée/Ayfed his confidence in, and dependance upon, - 
the word which God had {poken. Note,. An adtive believer 
can heartily blefs God fora promife which he doth not: yet 
fee the performance of, and’build an altar to the honour of 
God that appears to him, though he doth not yetappear for 
-bim. , (2.) As his conftant practice whitherfoever he remoy- 
ed: As foon as Abram was got.to Canaan, though . he ‘was 
but a {tranger and fojourner there, yet he had fet up and kept © 
up the worthip of God ‘ia his’ family ; and wherever’ he had 
a tent, God had an altar, ‘and that an altar fanaified by pray--- 
er: For he minded not only the ceremonial part of. religion, 
the offering of facrifices but. made’ confcience of the natura! 
duty of /eeking to his God, and calling on bis name, that_/pi- 
ritual facrifice with which God is well plealed :, He preach= 
ed concerning the name of the Lord; 1. e. He inftruéted his 
family and neighbours in thé knowledge of the true God, and 
his holy religion’: The fowls he had gotten in Haran, being 
difcipled, muft be further taught... Note, Thofe that would 
approve themfelyes the children of faithful Abram, and’ would 
inherit the blefling of Abram, muft make confcience of keep- 
ing up the folemn worlhip of God) particularly in’ their fami. 
lies, according to the example of Abram: The ‘way of fami- 
ly-worthip is a good old way; is no novel invention, but the — 
ancient wfage of all the faints. Abram was yery rich, and has 
, K 3 a Rue 
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a numerous family ; was now unfettled, and in the midft of e- 
nemies; and, yet wherever he pitched ‘his, tent, the built an 
alter: Wherever we go, let us not fail to take our religion 
along with us. - 

19 & And there was a famine in the land: 
and Abram went down into Egypt to fojourn 
there; for the famine was grievous in the land. 
-41 And it came to pafs, when he was come near 
to enter into Egypt, that he faid unto Sarai his 
wife, Behold now, I know that thou art -a fair 
woman to look pon. 12 Therefore it fhall 
-.wome to pais, when the Egyptians fhall fee 
thee, that they fhall fay, Thiszs his wife: and 
they will kill me, but they will fave thee alive. 
1,3. Say, [pray thee, thou art: my fifter : >that 
it may be well with me for thy fake; and my 
foul fhall live becaute of thee. tee 

Here is, Firft, A famine ‘n the land of Canaan,'a grievous 
famine; that fruitful land turned inio barrennefs, not only 
to punifh the szquzty of the Canaanites that dwell therein, 
but to exercife the faith of Abram that fojourned therein: And 
a very fore trialat was: It tried what he would think, [1.] 
Of God that brought him hither; whether he would not be 
ready to fay, with his murmuring feed, that he was brought forth 
to be killed with hunger, Exod. xvi. 3. 
{trong faith ceuld keep up good thoughts of God under fuch a 


providence.  [2. ] Of the land of promife ; whether he would | 
think the grant of it-worth the accepting, and a-valuable con- — 
fideration for the relinquifhing of his own country, when, for | 


ought now appeared, it was a land that eat up the inhabitants: 


him to Canaan, to maintain him there, and rejoice in him as 


the God of bis. falvation, when the fg-tree did not bloffam, 


Hab. it. 17, 18. Note, (1.) Strong faith is commonly ex- 
ercifed with divers temptations, that it may be found to praife, 
and konour, and glory, 1 Pet. i..6, 7. 
fometimes to try thofe with great afflictions that are but young 
beginners in religion. (3.) It is poflible for a man to be in 


the way of duty, and in the way’to happinefs,. and yet:meet 


swith great troubles and difappointments. 
Secondly, Abram’s remove into Egypt upon occafion of this 
famine. See how wilely God provides that there fhould be 
plenty in one place when there was fcarcity in another, that, as 
‘members of the great body, we may not fay to one another, 
£ have, no need of you. ‘God's providence took care there 
‘thowld be fupply in Egypt, and Abram’s prudence made ufe of 
the opportunity ; for we tempt God, and do not truft, him, 
if in time of diftrefs we ufe not the means he hath gracioufly 
provided for our prefervation; we muft not expect needlefs 
miracles. But that which is-efpecially obfervable here to the 
praife of Abram is, that he did not offer to return upon this 
occafion to the country from -which he came out, nor fo much 


_ as towards it: The land of bis nativity lay north-eaft from | 
Canaan; and therefore when he muft for a time quit Canaan, | 
he choofes to go to Egypt, which lay fouth-weft, the contrary 


wey, that he might not fo much as feem to look back; (fee 
Heb. xi. 15, 16) Further obferve, When he went down in- 
to Egypt, it was to fojourn there, not to dwell there. Note, 
i, Though Providence for a time may caft us into bad places, 
yet we ought to tarry there no longer than needs muft;. we 


may fojourn there where we may not fettle. 2. A good man, 


while he is on this fide heayen, wherever he is, he is but.a fo- 
journer. 


Ch HE Bisse: ee 


Nothing fhort of a — 


(2.) It pleafes God | pveat plagues, becaufe-of Sarai Abram’s wife. 


iy 


Thirdly, A great fault which Abram was guilty of “in des 


nying his wife, and pretending that the was his filter. ~The _ 


{cripture is impartial in relating the mifcarriages of the moft 
celebrated faints, not for our imitation, but our admonition 5 
that he who thinks he fands, may take heed left he-fall. [1.] 
His fault was diffembling his relation to Sarai, and ‘equivoca- 
ting concerning it, and teaching his wife (and probably ail his 
attendants) to do fo too. What he faid was in a fenfe true, 
chap. xx. 12. but with.a purpofe to deceive; he fo concealed 


| a further truth, as in effect to deny it, and to expofe thereby 


both his wife andthe Egyptians to fin. [2.] That which was 
at the bottom of it was a jealous timorous fancy he thad, that 
fome or other of the Egyptians would be fo charmed with the 


- beauty of Sarai, (Egypt producing few fuch beauties,) that, af 


they fhould know he washer hufband, they-would find fome 
way or other to take him off, that they might marry her. He 
prefumes, they would rather be guilty of marder than of aduf- 


tery; fuch a heinous crime was it then accounted, and fucha — 


facred regard had to the marriage-bond: Hence he infers, 
without any good reafon, they wzil kill me. Note, The fear 
of man brings.a fnare, and many are driven to fin by the dread 
of death, Luke'xii. 4,5. The grace Abram was moft emi- 


nent for was faith ; and yet he thus fell through unbelief and — 
-diftraft of the Divine Providence, even after God had appear= 


ed to him twices Alas! What will become of the willows, 
‘when the cedars are thus fhaken?_ 


14 { And it came to pafs, that when Abram . 


was come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the 
woman, that fhe was very fair. 15 The princes 


‘allo of Pharaoh faw her, and commended her 
before Pharaoh: andthe woman was taken in- 


: | to Pharaoh’s houfe. 
Now he was tried whether he could truft the God that’brought - 


16 And he intreated A- 


bram well for her fake: and he had fheep, and — 
oxen, and he-affes, and men-fervants, and maid- 


fervants, and fhe-affes, and camels. 17 And 
the Lorp plagued Pharaoh and his honfe with 


18 And Pharaoh called Abram, and faid, What 
is this thatthou haft done unto me? Why didit 
thou not tell me that fhe was thy wife? 19 
Why faidft thou, She zs my fifter? fo I might 
have taken her to me to wife: now therefore 
behold thy wife, take ber, and go thy way.< 20 
And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning 
him: and they fent him-away, and his wife, and 


‘all that he had. 


Here is, Firff, The danger Sarai was in of having her 


 chaftity violated by the king of Egypt. And, without doubt, 
_ the peril of fin is the greateft peril we can be in. 


Pharaoh's 
princes (bis pimps rather) /aw 4er; and obferving what.a 
comely. woman the was, they commended ber before Pharaoh 3 
not for that which was really her praife, her virtue and moa 
defty, her faith and piety, thofe were no excellencies in their 


eyes ; but they admired her beauty, which, they thought too ~ 
good for the embraces of a fubject, and therefore recommend- 


ed her to the king, and dhe was prefently taken into Pharach’s 


— Aoufe, as Efther into the ferago of Ahatuerus, Efth. ii. 8. in 


order to her being taken into his bed. Now we mutt not look 


upon Sarai-as {tanding fair for preferment, but-as entering into — ~ 


temptation ; and the. occafions of it were, her own beauty, 


which is a fare to many, and Abram’s equivocation, which - 
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_was in this danger, Abram fared the better for her fake: Pha- 


-  fent with her whom they fuppofed his filter. We cannot think 
that Abram, expected this when he came down into Egypt, 
much lefs that he had an eye to it when he denied his wife; 
but God brought good out of evil: And thus she wealth of 
- the /inner proves, fome way or other, lazd up for the juft. 
 — - Seeendly, The deliverance of Sarai from this danger. For 
if God did not deliver us many a time, by prerogative, out of 
~ thofe ftraits and diftreffes-which we bring ourfelves into by our 


deliverance from by promife,we fhould -foon be ruined, nay, 


we had been ruined long ere this. He deals not with us ac- - 


“* cording to our deferts. . 
-{1.]° God chaftifed Pharaoh, and fo prevented the progrefs 
. of his fin. Note, ‘Thofe“are -happy' chaltifements that hinder 
~. . us ina finful way, and effectually bring us to our duty, and 
"particularly to the duty-of restoring that which we have wrong- 
fully taken and detained. Obferve, Not Pharaoh only, but 
vis house was plagued; probably thofe prizces efpecially that 
had commended Sarai to Pharach. Note, Partners in fn are 
~~ juftly made partners in the punifhment. ‘Thofe that ferve o- 
~ thers lufts muft expeét to fhare in their plagues. We are not 
told particularly what thefe plagues were ; but doubtlefs there 
was fomething in the plagues themfelves, or fome explication 
added'to them, fufficient to convince them that it was for Sa- 
sai’s fake they were thus plagued. 

{2.7 Pharaoh reproved Abram, and then difmiffed him 
with refpec. 

x, The reproof was calm, but very juft: Whar ts this that 
thou haf? done? What an ill thing! How unbecoming a wife 
and goodman! Note, If thefe that profefs religion do that 
which is unfair and difingenuous, efpecially if they fay that 
which borders upon'a he, they muft expeét to. hear'of it, and 
have reafon to thank thofe thar will tell them of it. We find 

‘a prophet of the Lord juftly reproved-and upbratded. by a hea- 
then fhipmafter, Jonah i. 6. “Pharaoh reafons with him, Why 
dt thau-not tell me that fhe was thy wife? intimating, that 

~if he had known that, he would not have tahew berznto his 
boufe. Note, It is a fault too common among good people to 
entertain fafpicions of others beyond what there is. caufe for. 

We have often found more of virtue, honour, and confcience, 
_in fome people than we thought there was} and it ought to be 

a pleafure to us'to be thus difappointed, as Abram was here, 
who found Pharaoh to be a better man than he expe@ted. Cha- 
rity teaches us:to hope the be//. 


2. The difmiflion was kind and very generous, He return- 


ed him his wife, without offering any injory'to her honour, 
ver. 19. Behold, thy wife, take her. Note, Thofe that 
would ‘prevent fin, muft remove the temptation, or get out of 
the way of it. He alfo fent him away in peace; and was fo 
far from any defign'to kill him, as he apprehended, that he 
took particular care of him. Note, We often perplex and 


- enfnare ourfelves with fears, which foon appear to have been . 


altogether ground/ef/t.. We many a time fear, where no fear 
zs. We fearthe fury of the oppreffor, as though he were 
ready to deflroy, when really there is-no danger, Ifa. li.-r3. 
It had been more for Abram’s credit and’ comfort to have told 
the truth at firft; for, after all, bone/ly 2 the be/! policy. Nay, 
it is faid, ver 20, Phuraoh commanded bis men concerning 


him: That is, (r.) He charged them not to injure him in a- - 


ny thing. Note, It is not enough for thofe in authority that 
they do no hurt themfelves, but. they muft reftrain their fer- 
vants, and thofe about them from doing hurt. Or, (2.) He 
appointed them, when Abram was difpofed to return home af- 
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js afin that commonly is an inlet to much fin. -While Sarai- 


raoh gave him /heep, aria’ owen, Sc. (ver. r6.)'to gain his con- . 


fin and folly, and which therefore we could not expect any 


/ ie * 
‘ter the famine, to condué him fafe out of the country, as his 
- convoy. Probably he was alarmed by the plagues, ver, 17.; 


he fhould receive no injury in his country. Note, God has 
* often raifed up friends for his people, by making men know it 
is at their peril, if they hurtthem. It is a dangerous. thing to 
offend Chrift’s Att/e ones, Mat. xviii 6. To this paffage, a- 
mong others, the Pfalmift refers, Pfal. cv. 13,—15. He rex 
proved kings for- their fakes, faying, Touch net mine anointed. 
Perhaps if ‘Pharaoh had not’ /ent Ain away, he would have 


mife. Note, Sometimes God makes ufe of the enemies of his 
people, to convince them, and mind them that this world is. not 
their reft, but they,muft'think of departing. 

Lofty, Obferie 2 refemblance betwixt: this deliverance’ of 
Abram out of Egypt, and the deliverance of his feed thence 
four hundred and thirty years after. Abrany went into Egypt 
on occafion of a famine; fo'did they. He was fetched out 
‘with great plagues on Pharaoh; fo were they. As Abram 
-was difmiffed by Pharaoh, and enriched with the fpoil of the 
Egyptians; fo were they. For God’s care of his people is the 


| fame yeflerday, to-day, and for ever. 


Cr A A. Po. CEH. 
bram. 1. In general of his condition and behaviour 


pilgrimage. (1.) His removes, ver. 1,3, 4,18. (25) 
His riches, ver. 2. (3+) His devotion, ver..4, 18. 
Il. 4 particular account of a quarrel that happened 
between him and Lot. * (1.) The unhappy occapom of 
their firife, ver. 5, 6. 
_ tn the firife, with the aggravation of it, ver. 7. (3+) 
The taking up of the quarrel by the prudence of A- 
to the plain of Sodom, ver..10,—13. 


(5 a God’s 


land of Canaan to him, ver. 14,-—17. 


7) 


“**® ND Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and 


him, into the fouth. 2 And: Abram was very 
rich in cattle, in filver, and in gold: 3 And he 
went on his journeys from the fouth, even’ to 
Beth-el, unto the place where:his tent had been. 
at the beginning, between Beth-el and Hai; 
4 Unto the place of the altar, which he had 


ed on the name of the Lorn. 


Here is, Fir, Abram’s return out of Egypt, ver. 1. He 
came himfelf, and brought all his with him back again to Ca- 
naan. Note, Though there may be occafion to go fometimes 

-foon as-pofible..’ See Ruth i..6. 

very heavy, fo the Hebrew word fignifies. Vor riches are a 

- burden; and they that. we/l be rich do but load themfelves 
with thick clay, ,Hab.it..6. There is a burden of care in 

- getting them, fear in keeping them, temptation in ufing them, 
guilt in abufing them, forrow in lofing them, and’a burden of 
account at laft to be given up concerning them, Great poffef= 
fions do but make. men heavy and unwieldy, Abram was not 


oe 


been tempted to flay in' Egypt, and to forget the land of pro- 


bram, ver. 8, 9. (4.) Lot’s departure from Abram 


Secondly, Wis wealth, ver. 2. He was very rich. He was» 


and inferred from them, that-Abram was-a particular favourite '” 
of heaven; and therefore, for fear of the like, took fpecial care _ 


In this chapter we havé a further account concerning A= | 


in the land of promife, which was now the lind of his ~ 


(2.) The parttes concerned * 


~ appearance to Abram to conjirm the promife of the 


4 


his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with. - 


made there at the firft: and there Abram call... 


into places of temptation, yet we mutt haften out-of: them as . 


only 2 


~ ornament to piety, 


" yiye the remembrance of the fweet communion he'had had 


~ the land. 


_ ty-will very well confit with great profperity: 


‘was a ftrife between the herdmen of A-bram’s 


fogs ts 
‘ oe * Spal i 2 a 
only rich in faith and good works,‘and in the promifes ; but he: 
was rich-in cattle, and in filver, and in gold. Note; ( +.jGod’ 
in his providence ‘fometimes makes good »men rich men, -and: 
teaches them dow to_absund.as well as howto fuffer want. 
“(2.) The riches of good mem are-the fruits of God’s blefling.» 


God had faid'to Abram, I will blefs thee ; and that blefing» | 


made. him rich without forrow, Prov, x. 22. ~(3-) True pie- 
Though it is 
hard for a rich man.to get to heaven, yet it ie: not rmpoffioles 
Mark x. 23, 24.) Abram was veryrich, and. yet very, refin 
gious. Nay, as piety as a friend to outward profperity, 
Tim. iv. 8.; fo outward. profperity, if well. managed, ‘is. an 
and an opportunity of doing fo much the 

more good...) ool 
Thirdly, His rempve-to Beth-el,/ver. 3, 4+ 
went, not only becaufé there he had formerly had his tent, and 
he was willing to go among his| old acquaintance; but becaufe 
there he had formerly had. his altar: And thought the altar 
was gone, probably he himfelf having taken:it down when he 
left the place, left it fhould be polluted by the idolatrous Ca- 
naanites; yet he came to the place of the altar, either to re- 


with God \at that place, or perhaps to pay the vows he had_ 
. there made to God when he undertook his journey into Egypt. 
Long aftery God fent Jacob to this fame place on that errand, 
chap. xxxv. t. Go'up t Beth-e/, where thow vowed/ the 
vow, We have. neeed to be minded, and fhould take all oc- 
eafions to mind ourfelves of our folemn vows ; and perhaps the 
place where they were made may help to bring them frefh to 
mind, and it may therefore do us good to, vit it. 
‘Fourthly, His devotion there. His altar was gone, fo that 
he could ‘not offer facrifice ; but be called on the name of the 
Lord, as he had. done ‘chap. xii..8. Note, (1.) All God’s 
people are-praying people. You may as foon find a living man 
without breath, asia living Chriftian without prayer. (2.) 
Thofe that would approve.themfelves upright with their God, 
mutt be conftant and perfevering in the fervices of religion. A- 
bram didnot leave his religion behind him in Egypt, ag many 
do in their'travels: (3.) When we cannot do what we would, 
we muft make confcience of doing. what we can, in the acts 
of devotion... When we want an a/tar, let us not be wanting 
in prayer, but, wherever we are, call on the name of the Lord. 


/ ¢ G And Lot alfo which went with Abram, 
had flocks, and herds, ahd tents. 6 And the 
land was not able to bear them, that they might 
-dwelltogether: for their fubftance was great, fo 
that. they could not dwell together. 7 And there 


cattle, and the herdmen of Lot’s cattle: and the 
Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in 
8 And Abram faid unto Lot, Let 
there be no. ftrife, I pray thee, between me and 
thee, and between my herdmen and thy herd- 
men: forwe Je’brethren. 9 Zs not the whole 
land before thee? Separate thyfelf, I pray'thee, 
from me: if,tbou wilt take the left-hand, then 
I will go tothe right; or if thou depart to the 
right-hand, then I will.go to the left. 


We have here ‘an unhappy falling out between Abram and 
Lot, who had hitherto been. s#/cparab/e companions, (fee yer. | 
“4% and chap. xii. 4.) but now parted. 
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‘and fufferings, fhall be fharers swith’ them in ‘their joys and — 


| *be confidered. 


Thither he. | 


- es did it. 


Chap. KET. 


Pirft, The occafion of their quarrel was'their richesn We #7 
read, ‘ver..2. ‘how rich Abram wa8:’ Now here owe are told. - 
ver. :..that Lot which went with Abram was rich too; and 
therefore God bleffed him with riches, becaufe Aé went with 
Abram. ‘Note, .(i.) It is good being in’ good company,’ and’: 
going with thofe with whom God is, Zech. wiiis 23.) (2-) - 
Thofe that are partners, with God’s people in their.obedience 


/ s at, 


» 


ASS IS A 


comforts, Ha. Ixvi.'10. Now, they/both being very rich, 
the land was not able to bear them that they might. dwell’ 4 
comfortably and peaceably together. So that their riches may... - 
1. As fetting them at a difiance one from a- 
nother: Becaufe the place was too ftrait for them, and they 
had not:room for their flocks, it was neceflary they. fhould live. — 
afunder. Note, Every comfort in this world has its crofs at-" 
tending it. Bufinefs is.a comfort ; but it has this inconveni- 
ence in it, that it allows-us not the fociety 6fthole we love fo. 

oft nor fo Jong as we could with. 2. As fetung them at va- 
riance one with another. Note, Riches aré often an ‘occafion. 

of ftrife- and contention among relations and neighbours. This 


is one of thofe fooli/h and hurtful lufls which they that wild. ; 
‘be rich fall into, r Tim. vi. g.. Riches not only aford mat: ‘ 


ter for contention, and are the things moft commonly firiven’ | 
about ; but they alfo /ir up a /pirit of contention, by making 
pedple proud and covetous. Meum and Tuum are the great. 
make-batés of the world. “Poverty and travel,-wants and wan- 
derings, could not feparate between Abram and Lot; but rich- 
Friends are foon loft; but God is a Friend from 
whofe love neither the height of profperity nor the depth of 
adyerfity /hal/ foparate us. al ie 

Secondly, ‘Fhe immediate inftruments of the quarrel were 
their /ervants. The ftrife began between the herdmen of Ax 


_ bram’s catile, and the herdmen of Lot's cattle, (ver. 7.) Ut 
is likely they {trove which fhould have the better pafture or, 


the better water, and both interefted their mafters in the quar- 
rel. Note, Bad fervants often make a great deal of mifchief 
in families, by their-pride and paffion, their lying, flandering, 
and tale-bearing. It is a very wicked thing for fervants to do 
ill offices between relations and neighbours, and to fow dif- 
cord; thofe that do fo are the devil’s agents, and their maf 
ter’s wor{t enemies. ok 
Thirdly, The aggravation of the quarrel was, that she Ca-— 


_naanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land. "This 


made the quarrel, (1.) Very dangerous. If Abram and Lot 
cannot agree to feed their flocks together, it is well if the com- 
mon enemy do not come vpon them and plunder them both. 


' Note, The divifion of families and churches often prove the. 


ruin of them. (2.) Very /eandalous. No doubt the eyes of 
all the neighbours were upon them, ' éfpecially becaufe of the. 
fingularity. of their religion, and the extraordinary fandtity they 
profeffed ; aud notice would foon be taken of this quarrel, and 
unproyement made of it to their reproach by the Canaanites 
and Perizzites. Note, The quarrels of profeflors are the re- 
proach of profeflion, and give eccafion, as much as any thing, 
to the enemies of the Lord to blafpheme. x 
Fourthly, The taking, up of this quarrel was very happy. 
It is beft to preferve the peace that it be not broken; but the 
next bet is, if differences do happen, with all {peed ‘to accom- 
modate them, and. quench the fire that is broken out. ‘The 
motion for ftaying this {trife was made by Abram, though he 
was the fenior, and’ fuperior relation, ver. 8. = 
1. His petition far peace was very affeGtionate: Let there | 
be no firife, I pray thee. . Abram here fhews himfelf to be a 
man. (1.) Of a cool, {pirit ythat had the command of his 
paflion,.and knew how. to turn away wrath with a foft anfw x.” 
Thofe that would keep the peace, mult never render railing — 
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for railing. (2.) OF a condefeending fpirit : He was willing 


~ to befeech eyen his inferior to be at peace, and made the firft 


overture of reconciliation. Conquerors reckon it their glory 


- to give peace by power, and it is no lefs fo to give peace by 


the-meeknefs of wifdom. Note, The people of God fhould 
always approve themfelves a peaceable people ; whatever others 
are for, they mult be for peace. 
2. His plea for peace was vety cogent. 
not be a ftrife between me and thee. ‘* Let the Canaanites 
and Perizzites contend about trifles; but let not thee and and 
me fall out, who know better things, and look for a better 
country.” Note, Profeffors of religion fhould, of all others, 
be careful to avoid contention. . You /bal/ not be fo, Luke 
“xxii, 24,26. We have-no fuch cufiom, 1 Cor. xi. 16. “ Let 
there be no ftrife between me and thee, who have lived toge- 
ther, and loved one another fo Jong.?? Note, The remem- 
-brance of old friendfhips fhould quickly put an end to new 


> quarrels which at.any time happen.  (2.) Let it be remem- 


bered that we are brethren, Heb. We are men brethren: 
177, We are men: And as men, we are 
mortal creatures, we may die to-morrow, and are concerned 
to be found in peace we are rational creatures, and fhould 
be ruled by reafon. We'are men and not brutes, men and not 
‘children ; we'ate fograb/e creatures, let.us be fo then. 2d), 
We are brethren: Men of the fame nature, of the fame kin- 
dred and -family, of the fame religion ; companions in obedi- 


ence, companions in patience. Note, ‘The confideration of our 


relation to each other,as brethren fhould always prevail to mo- 
derate our paflions, and either to prevent or put an end to our 
‘contentions. Brethren fhoyld /ove as brethren, 

-  3y His propofal for peace was very fair. Many who pro- 
' fefs to be for peace, yet will do nothing towards it ; but Abram 


~ hereby approved himfelf a real friend to peace, that he propo- 


fed an unexceptionable expedient for the preferving of it, ver. 
9. Is not the whole land before-thee? gq. d. ‘ Why fhould 
we guarrel for room, while there is room enough for us both?” 


: (1.) He concludes they muft part, and is very defirous they 


. facrificed to peace. 


’ 


might part_friends. Separate thyfelf, I pray thee, from me. 
What could be expreffed more affectionately ?. He doth not 
expel him, and force him away ; but advifes that he fhould 
feparate himfelf: Nor doth he charge him to depart 3 but 
humbly defres him to withdraw. Note, Thofe that have 
power to command, yet fometimes for love’s fake and peace 
fake fhould rather befeech; as Paul, Philem. ver. 8,9. When 
the great God condefcends to befeech us, we may well afford 
to befeech one another, to be reconciled, 2 Cor. v. 20. (2.) 
He offers him a fiufficient fhare of the land they were in. 
Thongh. God ‘had promifed Abram to*give this land to his 
feed, chap. xii. 7. and it doth not appear that ever any fuch 


promife was made to Lot, which Abram might have, infifted | 


on tothe total exclufion of Lot; yet he allows him to come 
in partner with him, and tenders an equal /hare to one that 
had not an equal right; and will not make God’s promife to 
patronize his quarrel, nor, under the protection of that, put any 
hardfhip on his kinfman. (3.) He gives him his choice, ‘and 
offers to take up. with his leavings. /f thou awz/t take the left» 
hand, I will go to the right. "Uhere’ was all the reafon in the 
world that Abram fhould chufe:firit, yet he recedes from his 
right. Note, It is a noblé conqueft to'be willing to yield for 
peace fakes it is the conquelt of ourfelves,-and our own pride 
and paffion, Mat. v..39, 40. It is not only the punétilios of 
honour, but even intereft itfelf) that in maty. cafes fhould be 


~ a0 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld 
all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered _ 
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(1-) Let there 


" St 
every whére, before the Lorn deftroyed Sodom 
and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the Lorn, 
like the land of Egypt, as thou comeft unto 
Zoar.. 11 Then Lot chofe him all the plain of 
Jordan ; and Lot journeyed-eaft: and they fe- 
parated themfelves the one from the other. 12 « 
Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot 

dwelled inthe cities of the plain, and pitched 

bis tent toward Sodom. 13 But the: men of: 
Sodom wiere wicked, and finners before the 

Lorp exceedingly. 


We have here the choice that Lot made when he parted 
from Abram. Upon this occafion, one would have expected, 
1. That he fhould have expreffed’ am unwillingnefs to part from 
Abram, and that at lealt he fhould have done it with relu@an- 
cy. 2. That he fhould have been fo.civil as to have remitted 
the choice back again to Abram. But we find not any in- 
ftance of deference or refpect to his uncle in the whole ma- 
nagement. Abram having ‘offered him the choice, without 
compliment he accepted it, and made his eleGtion. Paflion and 
felfifhnefs-make men rude. Now, in the thoice which Lot 
thade, we may obferve, — : : 

[1.] How much he had an eye to the goodnefs of the land: 
He beheld all the plain of Fordan, the flat country in which 
Sodom ftood, that it was admirably we// watered every 
where, (and perhaps ‘the ftrife had. been about water, which 
made him particularly fond of that, convenience ;) and fo Lor* 

‘chofe him all that plain, ver..10, 11. That valley, which 
was like the garden of Eden itfelf, now yielded him a moft 
pleafant profpect; it.was in his eye beautiful for fituatiun, the 
joy of the whole earth ; and therefore he doubted not but it 


‘would yield hima comfortable fettlement, and that in fuch a” Le 


fruitful foil he fhould certainly thrive and grow very rich ; and 
this was all he looked at. But what came of it? Why the 
next news we hear of him is, that he is in the briars among 
them, he and his carried captive: While he lived among 
them, he vexed his righteous foul with their converfation, and , 
never had a good day with them, till at Jaft God fired the town 
over his head, and forced him to the mountain for fafety, who 
chofe the plain for wealth and'pleafure. Note, Senfual choices 
are finful choices, and feldom {peed well. Thofe that in chu- 
fing relations, callings, dwellings, or fettlements, are guided 
and governed by the lufts of the fleth, the lufts of the eye, or 
the pride of life, and confult not the interefts of their fouls and 
their religion, cannot expect God’s prefence with them, nor 
his blefling upon them; but are commonly difappornted even 
in that which they principally aimed at, and mifs of that which 
they promifed. themfelves ‘fatisfatiGa in. In all our choices, 
this principle fhould over-rule. us, That that-is bef forus - 
which ts bef for our fouls. iiod 

[2.] How little he confidered the badnefs of the inhabi- 
tants. But the men of Sodom were wicked, ver.13. Note, 
(1.) Though all are finners, yet fome are greater finners than 
others: The men of Sodom were finners of the firft magnie 
tude, finners before the Lord, ¢. e, impudent daring finners ; 
they were fo to a proverb; hence we read of thofe that dec/are 
their fin as Sodom, they hide it not, Va, iii. 9. (2.) That 
fome.finners are the -worfe for living in a good land. So the 
Sodomites were: For this was the iniquity of Sodom, pride, 
Fulnefs of bread, and abundance of idlenefs, Ezek. xvi. 404; 
sand all thefe were fupported by the great plenty their country 


afforded. Thus the profperity of fools deftroys them. 3.) °, 
That God often gives great plenty to great finners. Filthy 
Sodomites 


- tains. 


$2 


Sodomites dwell in a city in a fruitful plain, while faithful. A- 
bram and his pious family dwell in tents upon the barren. moun+ 
(4.) When wickednefs is come to the height, ruin, is, 
not far off. Exceeding fins are fare prefages of approaching 


jadgments. Now Lot’s coming to dwell.among the Sodomites _ 


may be confidered, 1. As a great mercy to. them, anda likely 
means of bringing them: to repentance 5 for now they hada 
prophet among them, and a preacher of righteoufnefs, Whom 
if they had hearkened ‘to, they might have been. reformed, and- 
the rein’ prevented. Note, -God, fends. preachers, before he 
fends de(troyers ;: for heiis notiwz/ling that.any /bould perifh. 
2. Asa great affliction to Lot, who was not only grieved to 
fee their wickednefs, (2 Pet. ii..7, 8.) but -was molefied and 
perfecuted by them, ‘becaufe he would not do as they did. 
Note, It hasvoften“been the vexatious: lob of good men, to live 
among wicked neighbours, to,/oyourn in Mefech, Plal. cxx. 5.3 


_ and*it cannot. but besthe more grievous if,, as Lot here, they 


hayé ‘brought’it upon:themfelves by an, unadvifed. choice. . 


14.9 And the Lora faid unto Abram, ‘after 


that Lot was feparated from him, Lift up now 


for I will give it unto thee. 


thine eyes, and look from the place where thou 
art, ‘northward, and fouthward, and-eaftward, 
and weftward': 15 For all the land which thou 
feeft, to.thee, will,I give it, and to thy feed for 
ever.» 26 And Iwill make thy feed as the duft 
of the earth: fo that if a man can number the 


-duft of the earth, then fhall thy feed alfo be 


mumbered,. 17 Arife, walk through the land, 
in the length of it, and in the breadth of it: 
18 Then Abram 
removed dis tent, and came and dwelt in the 


plain of Mamre,.which 7s in Hebron, and built _ 


there an altar'unto the Lorn. 

We ~havé here an‘account of a gracious. viGt which God 
made to Abram, to confitny the promife to him and his... Ob- 
ferve, Ss ea 
.. Birt, Wher it was that God renewed:-and ratified the pro~ 


_ miles After that ‘Lot’ was: feparated from: him. ~ That is, 


(1.), After the quarrel ‘was over ; for thofe are: belt prepared? 


for the vifits of divine gracé, whofe fpirits are: calm.and fedate, ~ 


and not ruffed with any paflion. (2.) After Abram’s humble 


felf-denying condefcenfions to. Lot, for the preferving: of peace, 
Note, God ° 


God came to him with this token of his favour. 
will’ abundantly make up ‘th “fpititual peace, what we: lofe for 
the preferving of neighbourly ‘peace: When Abram:had will 
ingly offered Lot one half of” his right, “God came, jand:con- 
firmed the whole to him.’ (3.) ‘After ‘he had Joft. the com- 
fortable fociety of his kinfman, by whofe departure his hands 


were weakened and his heart faddened, then God came to him 


with thefé’ good words and comfortable words. =: Note, .Com- 
munion with Ged may, at. any time ferve to make up the want 
of converfation with ‘our friends ; when our'relations. are fepa- 
rated from us, yet God-is not:  (4.}° After Luot ‘had chofen 
that pleafant, fruitfal vale, and was goné-toctake-poffefion of 
it ; left Abram fhould be tempted to. envy’him, and tovrepent 
that he had given him the choice, God comes:to himy and af 
fures him, that what he had fhould remain to hinv and ‘han heirs 
for ever: So that though Lot perhaps had: the better Jand, yet 


Abram had the better title: Lot had the paradife, fach as. its: 


was; but Abram had the, promife ; and the event foon made 
at appear, that however it feemed now, Abram: had really the 


feier part. See Job xxii, 20.. God owned Abram. after. | 


Gir BE 8 iy s: 


give tt unto thee. : 
‘cation of it. To thee and thy feed; notto Lot, and:his-feed : 
_ They were not,to,have their, inheritance,.in.this.land; and. . 


' counfels. 


) felf.to, the. condition of a pilgrim. -(2.) He bui/ded there. an 
altar, imtoken of. his thankfulnefS to God for the kind vifit: 
» he had made him. - Note, When God meets us with: praci-. 


- -" » Wp ~ 


ie 
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his ftrife with Lot, as the churches did Pavl after his fxife 


with Barnabas, Acts xv. 39,40. °° ee by 
‘Secondly, The ‘promifes thernfelves which God now come 
Two things he aflures him” 


forted and enriched’ Abram with. 
of ; a good'land,'and a-numerous iffue to enjoyit.. 2. 
aff, Hereis the. grant of a good land... A land famous a-— 
bove all lands; for it was to be.the. Au/y land, and, Immanuel’s 
land, This is the land here {poken. of. Ness § 
[x.], God here /hews Abram the land; ashe had_promifed, 
chap. xii. 1.3 and.afterwards che fhewed it, to Mofes from the 
top of Pifgah. Lot, had ified up bis. eyes, and beheld the 


faw: Come, faith God to Abram, xow “ft-up thine eyes, and 
look, and fee thy own. “Note, That which God has to fhew 
us is infinitely-better,and more, defirable than any thing that. 
the world has: to offer to our view., .The profpects of an eye 
of faith are much more rich and beautiful than thofe of an eye 
of fenfe. Thofe for whom the heavenly Canaan is deligned 
in the other world, have fometimes by faith a comfortable pro-- 
fpect of it in their prefent flate ; for we look, at the things, that 
are.not feen, as real, though diftant. 

. [2.] He /ecures this land to him and. his feed for ever, 
ver. 15. To thee will I give it; and again, ver. 17. I will 
Every repetition of the promife’ is\a-ratifi- 


therefore Providence fo’ ordered it, that, he fhould be feparated. 
from Abram firft, and then the grant confirmed to im and 
his feed. ‘Thus God often brings good out of evil, and makes 
mens fins and follies fubfervient to’ his own wife and holy 
To. thee and thy-feed; To thee, to fojourn in as a 
ftranger'; to shy feed, to dwell and rule in as proprietors. To 


thee; that is, to thy feed., ‘The granung it to him and his. 


for ever, intimates that it was typical of the heavenly Canaan, 
which is given to the fpiritual feed of Abram. for ever, Heb. 
xi. 145 &c, ta 8 x i eS uk ee 
[3-] He gives him livery an@feifin of it, though it was a: 
reverfion, ver..17. rife, walk through the land, Entex, and. 


- take pofleflion ; forvey the parcels, and it will appear better 


than upon a diftant profpe&. “Note, God is willing more a- 
bundantly to fhew to the heirs of promife the. immutability of. 
his covenant, and the ineftimable worth of covenant-bleflings.. 
Goy.walk about Sion, Pfal.. xlviti, 12. get : 
2dly, Here is the promife of a numerous. iffue to replenifh. 


~ this good land, fo that it fhould never be loft for want of heirs,. 


ver. 16. I will make thy feed_as the duff of the earth; i. e. 
they fhall increafe incredibly, and, take them. all together, they. 
fhall be fuch a great multitude as-no man can-number.. They 
were fo in Solomon’s. time, 4 Kings iv. 20. Judah and If~ 
rael were many, as the fand which ts by the fea in multiiude. 
This God here. gives him the promife of. Note; The fame. 
God that provides the inheritance, provides the heirs. He that. 
has prepared'the holy land, prepares the holy feed: He that. 
gives glory, gives grace to make meet for glory. 
Lajtly,, We are told what Abram did when God had thus. 


confirmed the promife to him, ver. 12.. (1.) He removed 
| bis tent. God bid him wa/k through the land: that is, * Do. 
not think of fixing in it ; but expedt tobe always unfettledy 
| and walking through it te.a°better Canaan.” 


) In. compliance. 
with, God?s will herein, be removes bis tent, conforming him= 


ous promifes, he expects. that we fhould attend him with our, 
humble. praifes.. was s Tae 
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plain of Fordan, yer. 10.3 and he was gone to enjoy what he: 


5 


a 
4 
S 


OA RE 
* 


6 2 ee ae i,” uid ff Pe 
Ri 


ap. XIV. : : : 
We have four things in the fory of this chapter, 1,4 
war with the king of Sodom and his allies, yer. 1,—= 
ur. II. The captivity of Lot in that war, ver. 12. 
Ill. Abram’s refcue of Lot from that captivity, with 


> the wiktory bé obtained over the conquerors, Ver. 13, 


16. 1V. Abrams return from~that expedition, 
ver. 17.: With an account of what paffed, (1.) Be- 
_ tween him and the king of Salem, ver, 18,— 20:3 (2.) 
Between him and the king of Sodom, vet. -21,—24. 
So that here we have that promife to dbram in part 
fulfilled, that God would make his name great. 


A ND it came to pafs in the days of Amra- 
A phel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ella- 
far, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king 


_ of nations; 2 That thefe made war with Bera 


king of Sodom, and with Birfhah king of Go- 


_ morrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber 


king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which 
is Zoar. 3 All thefe. were joined together in 
the vale of Siddim,- which is the falt-fea. 4 


‘Twelve years they ferved Chedorlaomer, and 


in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 5 And 
in the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, 
and the kings that were with him, and {mote 


the Rephaims in Afhteroth-karnaim, and.the 
-‘Zuzims in Ham, and the Emims in Shaveh- 
- kiniathaim, 6 And the Horites in their mount 


Seir, unto El-paran, which is by the wildernefs. 
+ And they returned, and came to En-mifhpat, 


ie which zs Kadefh, and fmote all the country of 
‘the Amalekites, and alfo the Amorites, that 


dwelt in Hazezon-tamar. 8 And there went 
out the king of Sodom, and the king of Go- 
morrah, and the king of Admah, and the king 


_of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the fame is 
~Zoar;) and they joined battle with them in 


the vale of Siddim; 9 With -Chedorlaomer the 


‘king of Elam, and with Tidal king of nations, 


-and Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch 


king of Ellafar: four kings with five. 10 And 
the vale of Siddim was full of flime-pits; and 
the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and 
fell there : and. they that remained, fled to the 
mountain. 11 And they took all the goods ot 


“Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their victuals, 


and went their way. 12 And they took Lot, 
Abram’s brother’s fon, (who dwelt in Sodom) 


and his goods, and departed. 


We have here an account of the fitft war that ever we read 
of in fcripture ; which (though the wars of the nations make 


ieadhe greatelt figure in hiftory). we had not had the record of 


if Abram and Lot had not been concerned init. Now, con- 
cerning this war, we may obferve, ’ 
Fir/i, The parties engaged-in it. The invaders. were four 


kings: Two of them no lefs than kings of Shinar, and Elam, 


(Gem W Boe. 1s. 


among the reft, aud bes goods. 
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Caldea, and Perfiay yet probably not the fovereign princes of — 


thofe' great kingdoms in their own perfons, but. either officers 
under them, or rather the ‘heads and leaders of fome colonies 
which tame out of thdfe great nations, and fettled themfelyes 
near Sodom, but retained the names of the countries from 
which they had their original. The iavaded were the kings 
of five cities that lay near together in the plain of Jordan, So- 
dom} and°Gomorrah, Admah, Zebotim, and Zoar, Four of 
them are named but not the fifth, the ging of Bela, either be- 
caufe he was much more mean and inconfiderable, or becaufe 
he was much mote wicked and inglorious than the reft, and 
worthy to be forgotten. 

Second/y, The occafion of this war was the’ revolt of the 


five ‘kings from “under the government. of ‘Chedorlaemer. ~ 


Twelve years they ferved bim. Small joy they. had of their 
fruitful land, while thus they were tributaries to a foreign pow= 
er, and could not call what they had their own... Rich icoun- 
tries are a defirable prey, and idle luxurious countries are an 
ea/y prey, to growing greatnefs.. The Sodomites were the 
pofterity of Canaan, whom Noah had pronounced a fervant to 
Shem, from whom Elam defcended ; thas foon did that pro- 
phecy begin to be fulfilled. Ln the thirteenth year, beginning 
to be weary of their fubjection, they rebelled, denied their tri- 
bute, and attempted to fhake off the yoke, and retrieve their 
ancient liberties. In the fourteenth year, after fome paufe and 
preparation, Chedorlaomer, in conjunction with his allies; fet 
himfelf to chaftife the rebels, and reduce the revolters; and, 
fince he could not have it otherwife, <o.fetch hence his tribute 


--upon the point of his fword. Note, Pride, covetoufnefs, and 


ambition, are the lufts from: which wars and fightings come. 


To thofe infatiable idols the blood of sh o=Cwds tie tree tem 


crificed. 
Thirdly, The progrefs and fuccefs of the war. "The four 
kings laid the neighbouring countries wafte, and enriched them- 
felves with the fpoil of them, ver. §,—7.: Upon the alarm of 
which, it had been the wifdom- of the king of Sodom to fub- 
mit, and defire conditions of peace; for how could he grapple 
with an enemy thus flufhed with victory? But he would rather 
venture the utmoft extremity than yield; and it {ped accord- 
ingly: Quos Deus defiruet, cos dementat, 
{1.] The forces of the king of Sodom.and his allies were 
routed ;, and it fhould feem many of them perifhed. in the flime- 
pits, who had efcaped the /word, ver. 10., In all places. we 
are furrounded with deaths of various kinds, efpecially in the 
field of battle. 
[2.] The cities were plundered, ver. 11. All the goods 
of Sodom, and particularly their ores, and provifions of 
viduals, were carried’ off; by the, conquerors... Note,, Whea 
men abufe the gifts of a.bountiful Providence to gluttony and 


excefs, it is juft with God, and his ufual way, by, fome judg~ ~ 
ment or other to //rzp them of that which they have fo abu/ed, - 


Hof. uu. 8, 9. 2 

[3.] Lot was carried captive, ver. 12. They took Lot 
Now Lot may here be con- 
fidered, 

1. Asifharing with his neighbours in this common calami- 
ty. Though;he was himfelf a, righteous man, and (which here 
is exprefs notice taken of ) Abrams brother's fon, yet he 
was involved with the reft in this trouble. Note,(1.) dif 


things come alike to all, Eccl. ix. 2.,. The beft of men can- . 


not promife themfelves to be exempted from the greateft trou- 
bles in this dife ; neither our own piety, nor our relation to 
thofe that are the favourites of heaven, will be our fecurity 
when God’s judgments are abroad. (2.) Many an honelt 
man fares the worfe for his wicked neighbours ; it is therefore 
our wifdom to feparate ourfelyes, or at leaft to diftinguifh our- 

L 2 felves 


$e. 
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: felves from them, 2Cor. vi. 17. and fo deliver ourfelves, Rev. | of the perfection which later and-worfe ages haye improved.it 
Belge cadet RSL HS OSD oy pat inttrudted in the principles of religion 3 for Abram. 
42s. As farting for the foli/b choice he made of a fettle- commanded his houfehold to éeep the way if the Lordy This. 4 ‘| 


fhews that Abram was, 1. A great man, who had fo many _ 
fervants depending upon him and employed by him ; which was, ~ 
not. only his {ttength and honour, but gave him a great oppor: 
tunity of doing good, which, is_ all that is truly valuable and,” 


meat! here ‘This is’ plainly intimated here, when it is’ faid, 
They, took Abrams brother's fun, who dwelt in Sodom. So 
near a relation of Abram “fhould have been a companion and 
difciple of Abram, and fhould have abode by ‘his tents ;° but if 


he chafe-to due// in Solon be mult'thank ‘himfel¥ if he fhare’ | defirable in great places and great eftates,. 2.4 good maz, who. t 
insSodoniis calamitiesy \NoteysWhew We “go “ott of the way | not only -ferved God himfelf, but inftructed, all about, him in. ‘| 
of our; dutyyowe put éurfelves® from under ''God’s protection, the fervice of God. Note, Thofe that have great families, . HW 
and-canhot éxpedt ithat ithe choices’ which até made by our | have not only many bodies, but many fouls, befides their own, :) 
lufts:fhould iiffaeto our comforts » “Particular méntion is made | to take care of and provide fer. Thofe that would be found j 
of their-taking wise vowds ¥ thofegoods which ‘had oecafion- | the followers of Abram, muft fee that their feryants be cote | 
ed-his contelt-with Abram, and his feparatiow from him. Note, \| eifed fervants. 3. A w/e man; for though he was a man E 
de ah Hediste , ; Ae Seem Bi ¥8 } 
It is(jutt withoGdd.to deprive uslof thofe éenjoyments by which of peace, yet he difciplined his fervants for war, not knowing... 
we havefuffered! ourftlves to be deprived of our'enjoymient of | what occafion he might have fome time or other fo to, employ 
him, posts aodrigiod er 6 5 anos so} them. \ Note, Though: our ‘holy religion teaches us to be for... 
13 rid therd ‘cote’ Ge that “had elcaped,. |) PI5.17, a0 tes ai confederate in thc expeditions ‘He 
and told Abram the, Hebrew ; for he) dwelt in. prevailed with’ his ‘neighbotirs, Aner, Ethcol, and Mamre, 
the, plain of Mamre the Amoritey brother’of | (with whom he kept up a very fair correfpondence, to. go. a- 
Efheol and brother «of Aner: and thefe were | long with him. lt was his prudence thus to {trengthen his. < 
ennte derate wi th Abram: rj, And hen Abram oe ra with goer eure ci R and PrOeePNy, po ay ; 
heat that his: brother was taken, captive, he |. yc formidable power, et their oun th fhould be next 
armed. his, trained /erwa nts, born ain his OWN | Note, 1. It is our wifdom and duty to behave ourfelves fo ree. 
- houfe, three -hundred:and eighteen, and purfu- | {pectfully and’ obligingly towards all men, as that,. whenever, 
~ ed them unto Dan. 15 And he divided himfelf | there 3s occafion, they may be willing and ready to do us a) 
acainft them, he and his fervants by night, and. poe 2+ Thole who depend. on. Gods. Hotpa vate taiatts 
art ete chon correc, [Aro net ete a fet aR nnn 
which, zs. cus. 26 And Fares Pai ; yk aNg es 
he by As; ea aa hand of Damafcus. 16 And Fourthly, His courage and conduct were very temarkable. _,, 
€ brougt t/back a ithe goods, and alfo brought |’ (:.) There was a great‘deal of bravery in the enterpri e.it=. « 
again his* brother Lot; and his goods, and the felf, confidering the difadvantages. he lay under. _ What could 
women alfo, and the people. on family of oe and ee do again{ft the armies 
ee of four princes, w me' fr i od ai i fp 
We have hereian account: of the only military a@tion we'e- | It was eg a en a ht SHibesrioe eran ae) 
ver find Abram engaged in: And this he was not prompted | purfue 5. nor was he conftrained by adietin a this ésant i 
to by his,ayaxice ox, ambition, but purely by a principle of cha- | tempt, but moved to it by generofity : So eh all thio ie ans 
rity 5 it was not to, enrich himfelf, but to help his -friend. | fidered, it was, for ought I know, as great at ae Gr Cites 
Never “Was, any. military: expedition undertaken, profecuted,\| courage, as ever Alexander bi Ces Vid Oar teed f Fars 
and finifhed, more, bomsuraé/y than \this:of Abram’s. Here is, | » Note, Religion’doth not tend to make men cowards; but t af p St. 
Fifi, The tidings, brought) him» of his kinfman’s diftrefs. | valiant. The righteous 7s bold as a lion | The a Chrifti isi 
i evameie fo. ordered, it, that. he\now-fojourned not far off, | is the true hero. 4 ee 
that he might.be, avery prefent:help..» (1.) He is here called: |’ 2.) Th sees 2 heh AVG 
Abram the Hebrews is @. the fon and:follower of Heber, in ‘| of 4 Nata sis hy anes i heat fae ie: ' 
whofe family: the poffeflion ofthe true religion was keptup in’ | divided him/e/f, as’ Gideon did his little aah ye de 4h a : 
that degenerate age... Abram herein carried bimfelf like a He- | that he might come upon the enemy from: { bbe "i = : ane 
brew, not unworthy. the name andi charaéteryof a ‘profeffor. |*/once, and fo make his few feem ge fee He nee 10 
{ e ) Ep ficngs were brought.by one that:bad: efeaped with) attack by night, that he might furprife them. | Note ‘Honeft 4 
his life fon a prey.) Probably he was: a Sodomite,and'as-bad* |) policy is‘a good friend both to our fafety and to o oes aaes 
~_ as the-worlt of them; yet knowingsAbram’s: relation to Lot,’'| The ferpent’s head (provided it Seo -acki ‘ he ld fee 
and coneernifor him, he implores his help, and hopes to fpeed |~ pent) may well become a good Chiiftian’s be Ki ofp “all ena 
or Lens ree Note, The werlt of mens th the day of their >} have a dove’s eye in it, Mot Gates 7 PETS Tf yak it f 
trouble, willbe glad to, claim acquaintance with thofe thatvare }! “( Fufthhy, His ficcefs ON uh FEL 5 7 88! PVE 2 
wife and good, and get.an interelt in theme -Lhe richsman in?) Fike Hee his aie can te oars eK F 55 AO ‘i 
bell calle Wotan ecihert sand “Serene | mies, and reicued his friends, and. .wedo x 
hell called’ dbram, Father; and the fooli/l vingins: made court'|' not find ‘that he’ fuftained any lof.  N ofe 
to the w?/efor a,fhare of their oil, 1170 | venture ina good ‘caufe, with bhas Wee ores ft.) Phofe that 
Pe The preparations he made for this expedition.©} cial ro feet of a ope God, fea Take eahoa i a Peat 
The caufe was plainly good; his. dante . ; aby; Asie CA Bon 
Dae me! ut 1 y good 3 his sall i engage in it was good iffue. (2.) ft ts all one with the Lord to./ave Bae een 
; 4 me ah a all {peed be ax med his trained fer- or by few, 1 Sam. xiv) 6. Obferve LI LGION 5 
vants, born in his houfe, to, the number of three hundred ands] ‘1/7, H Peary PERE ‘Gp ale a sb SSW OSA 
sph ge Of bas acer neh caer oy ee eteeee a ra eee 
as Gideon’s, that routed the Midianites,) Judy. -viid)ys'l Het} ) tween then ‘ y RASH Feavon that was. De~ 
PS 3 g.eviis 72 He} tween thet both by nature ‘and ‘made’ him, forget.the _ 
se “ut ae ak Jervants,.or his. catechrfed fervants jnot : 1° ‘little quarrel that fd Seu patel Olin ae Wry Aarne yi 
ply inftruéte h ‘of ® : Pi paaNe : ‘pi waich Lo aa hes 
y inflrudted in tbe art of war, which was then far fhort : by-no means carried ‘himfelf well towards . Abram. Tally mi 
| | bee 
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oa 
ae 
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“aight “abit héte oi Lot a nae igs in » quatrelling 


with him, and removing from him} and Have told him that he. 


was well ‘ehough’ ferved, he’ might | have known when, he was) 


well: Bat in'the charitable breaft of pious . Abrain, i it, is all for-., 


__ given and’ forgotten; and he takes this opportunity y to give a.. 
‘Note, 1. We 


real proof’ of the fi fidcenity” of his reconciliation. 
ought to be: ‘ready when éver lt is in the power “of our hands, 


- to'fudcour and’ relieve thofe that aré.in diltrefs, efpecially our. 


- relations and‘friends. 7 brother.j is born for adverfity, Prov. 
xvii 190 A friend at need 1s a friend indeed, 2. Though, 
others ‘have-béen wanting in their duty to us, yet we mult not 
therefore deny our diity to them. Some have faid, they can. 
~ eafiér forgive their enémics than forgive their friends ; but we 
“thal fee"ourfélvés obliged to (Sets | both; if we confider, that 
our God ‘notonly when we were enemies reconciled us, but 
that alfo! he’ pepith by the mills effion of the remnant of his 
- heritage, Mic. vii. 18. 

aly, He refeued the reft of the captives for_Lot’s fake. 
Though they were flrangers to him, and fach as he was under. 
no obligation to at all’; nay, though they were Sodomites, fin- 
ners before the Lord. exceedingly, and though probably -he 
might have recovered Lot alone by ranfom; yet he brought 
bac’ all’ the women, and the people, and ther goods, ver. 16. 
Note, Ke we have opportunity we mult do good to all mens 
Our charity muft'be extenlive as opportunity offers itfelf, 
Wherever God gives life, we mutt not grudge the help we can 
give to fupport it. God doeth good to the juft and urnguft, 
and fo muft we, / Mat. v. 45. This victory which Abram ob- 
tained over the’ kings, the ‘prophet feems to refersto, Ifa, xli. 
2, 3.° Who Faifed up the righteous man from the eafly and 
made him rule over bings. “Bed fome fuggelt, that as be- 
fore he had a ticle’ to this land by grant, fo now by conquelt. 


17 cia And the king of, Sodom: went out to 
meet-him (after his return from the flaughter 
of Chedorlaomer, and:of the ‘kings that were 


with him) at the valley of at which is the. . 


“king’s dale.” (13 And Melchizedek king of Sa- 
lem  blouebt forth bread and wine: pata he: was 
the priett of the moft high God. «19 And he 
blefled him, and faid, Bletled be Abram of the 
moft high God, pofteffor of heaven and earth: 

20 et blefled be the moft high God, which 
‘hath delivered thine: enemies inte thy hand, 
And. he gave him-tithes of ail. 


This ‘paragraph begins wilh the- mention of the refpects 
which the king ‘of Sodom paid-to Abram at his return from 
the flanghtér of the kings ; but before a particular. account is 


: given of that, the frory of Hs chizedek 1 is briefly related) Con- 


cerning whom,’ obferve, 

Firft, Who he was., He was king of Salem, and pricft of 
the moft bigh God; and other glorious things are faid of him, 
Heb. vii. rj fe. (t.) Lhe rabbins; and mot of out rabbini+ 
cal writers, Conclude, that Melchizedek was Shem, the, fon., 
of Noah, who was king and prieft to thofe that defcended from 
him according to the patriarchal model. . But this is, not at all: 
probable: For why fhould his name be changed ? And, how. 
came he to fettle in Canaan? ez ') Many, Chriftian, writers; 
haye thought that this was an appearance of the Son of God 
himfelf, our Lord Jefus, known to Abram at this time.by this: 


“name, as “afterwards Hagar called him by another name, chap. 


“He ‘appeared. to. him, as a. righicgus king, owning... 


Xvi. 13. 
Ie is hard to think that a- 


gheenny ante, an giving peace. 


are bleffed indeed. 
fing his. difciples, Luke ore Sa 
to do. 


| Said by him. 


be the moft bigh-God., Note, (10) ba y our vitalees we mult’ 


| :particular oceafions.«\ 
have the glory of all-our victories, xed, stvit/ 1% 1 Sam. 
| ib Bo, ddsibjudg. anitr,.2, 2 Chrofs x82'o¥: 


Wo oe ENCE 8 1's. cae Bene Sc. 


ny ‘mere man Mthould t be faid to be aebont faiber, wishber 


mother, and. without defeent, a ving neither beginiing of 
days, nor. end of, life, Heb. vit..2. tas witneffed of Melchi-: 
zedek, that be Jiveihyandthatthe abideth a prieff continuall; A 
ver. 3, 8.3 nay, (ver, 14,.-14.). the apoftie makes. him’ ‘of 
whom thefe,things aré.fpoken, ta be our Lordy:who {prang out: 
of Judah. Ip is-likewifehard, to’ thinky that\any mere mae! 
fhould ‘at this time-be greaterviban. Abram im «the “things of 


-God 5: and, that, Chrilt fhould.be a-prieB after therorder of aso 


ny. mere man; and thatiany-human priefthood fhould fo farex=! 
cel that of ‘Ashen asi -itus:éertains Melchizedek’s!dida 


ite prince, that yeigned. galens and kept up thevtrue religion 
there: But if fo, why-he thould-ocourcheré only in all’the fto- ’ 
ry of Abram; awhy Abram fhouldhave altars) of his own, and 


not: attend the altars of his neighbour Melchizedek, whos was! 


greater than he; feems unaccountable. Mr Gresary, of Ox-. 


ford tells us, that the Arabic Catena, which he builds much 
- mpon the authority of; gives this account of Melehizedek’: That. a 
' he was the fon of Heraclim,the fon of Peleg, the fon'of E=- 
~ bers and that, his mother’s name wasSalathiel) the Haven is 
_ of Gomer the fon of Japheth, the fon, of Noah... ss-4shcine. 
Secondly, What he did: (1. ) He brought forth bread and... 


wine for the refrefhment' of Abram and: his” foldiers, and in _ 


congratulation! of their viory..’ This he did‘as' a bing; * teaching’ ie 


us to do good, and to communicate;:and to be! given to holpic 


} tality, according to, our ability ;.and reprefenting: the fpiritnal b> 


provifions of {lrength and comfort, which Chrift has daid up fone 


us inthe covenant of grace, for our refrefhment when we dense 


toiled with our fpiritnal enn die? Ca-ps~se! prig?l of the a f 


| bigheG@om, ne bleed Abram ; “which we 1 may fappote’ a.great— 
er “refrefhment to Abram, than’ his: bread cand wine.weie, 9% 
Thus God having raifed up his jon Jefus, has,fenvhin to bleen 


Us, as one having authority ; and thoie whom; he bleffeth; they 
Chrift went to heaven when he was blef. 
for that i iS: it he: ever lives, 


Thirdly, What he faid,:: ver. ¥9, 201! “Pye things were' 


vi He- bleffed: Abram re ods vert. £9) Dye) 


py The 
moft high God ; Shiels fpeaks: his ablolute perfe@ions in him: * 
felf, and‘his fovereign ‘dominionover'all “the: creatures ¥/ he! zs 
ren of kings. Note; towilh greatly help bothour fate and 


Fi 


our reverence in, prayet;toleyo God, 'as the mip high. God, 


(2. baHopfeffor of heaven andieae IBD Tree? 


and°*to-call him fo. 


rightful, owner and fovercign:Lordrof allithe creatures, becaiife. da 


he made thems.» ‘Phis fpeal ks him adpteat' God) abd: realy to. 
be praifed, Pal, xxivna. and: them ‘a happy PPh ples who have 
an intereft in his favour: andilove 2" 


2dly,. He blefled God. for Abramy ver): 20. bid bleffed 


= 


praife God, and join balleluyaby-withallowr bojannas.  Thefe: 
are the,fpinitnal'dacrifices we muft offer ‘up''daily, and’ upon | 
(21) God), as thé mo hich God, mult 


In them‘ he 
fhews himfelfi byrber than our-enemids, Exod. xvii? 21.3 and. 
higher than swe; for without hin’ we coulddo nothing. G: a4 


i We: oupht. torgivelthanks for others mercies as ‘for our Own ; 
é:triamphing: with thet that: triumph, 
sgreat High Prieftsiis.the Mediator both of our prayers and 


(4+) Jefus* Chrift, our 


praifes ;,and not:only‘offers up ours, but bi’ ows for us. See 
Luke! xway; 2. 
‘Fourthly, What was.done to him, Abram gave bina tithes 


L 20 oF 


re) 


1g}! 


+ The-moft received opinion.is, that» Melchizedek was-a: Canaan © 


yydt 


= “S Bliped is , t : 
be Abram, blefled of the moh high Goudy “OS fer? ‘the titles! 
‘he here gives to God, which» are: very gloriotis?) '{ b 


Le 
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of all, is ex of the fpoils, Heb. vii.4.) ‘This may be looked 
upon, (t.) As a gratuity prefented to Melchizeaek, by way 
of return forshis refpeéts. Note, They that receive kindnefs, 
fhould {hew kindnefs : Gratitude is ‘one of nature’s laws. ( 2+) 
As an offering vowed and dedicated:to the. moft high God, 
and therefore put into the hands of Melchizedek his prieft. 
Note, 1. When we ‘have received fome fignal mercy from 
God, it is very fit we fhould-exprefs our thankfulnefs by fomeé 
fpecial a&t of pious charity. ~God muft-always have his dues 
out of our fviftance; efpecially when by any particular provi- 
dence he has either preferved or increafed it to us’. 2. That 
the tenth of our increafe is a very fit proportion to be fet a- 
part for the honour of God, and the fervice of his fanétuary. 
3. That Jefus Chrift, our great Melchizedek, is to have ho- 
mage done him, and tobe humbly acknowledged by every one 
of ws as our King and Prieft; and not only the tithe of all, 
but-all we have:mutt-be furrendered and given up to him.. 


21 And the king of Sodom faid unto Abram, 


“Give me the perfons, and take the goods to thy-_ 
felf. 22 And Abram faid to the king of So- 


dom, I have lift up mine hand unto the Lorn, 
the moft high God, the pofleflor of heaven. and 


earth, 23 That I will not take from a thread- 


even to a fhoe-latchet, and that I will not take 
-any thing that zs thine, left thou fhouldft fay, 
ve made Abram rich: 24 Save only that 
Which T€ youss-en_have eaten, and the por- 
tion of the men which went with me, Ancr, 


Efncol, and Mamre; let them take their por- 


tion. 


We have here an account of what pafled between Abram 


and the king of Sodom, who fucceeded him that fell in the 


battle, ver. 10. and thought himfelf obliged to do this ho- 
nour to Abram in return for the good fervices he had done 
him. 

Here is, Fir, The king of Sodom’s grateful offer to A- 
bram, ver. 21. Give me the fouls, and take thou the fubftance; 
fo the Rebrew reads it. Here he fairly begs the perfons, but 
as freely beftows the goods on Abram. Note, (i.) Where a 
right is dubious and divided, it is wifdom to compound the 
matter by mutual conceflions, rather than to contend. The 
king of Sodom had an original right both to the perfons and 
to the goods, and it would beara debate whether Abram’s 
acquired right by refcue would fuperfede his title and extin- 
guifh it; but to prevent all quarrels, the king of Sodom makes 
this fair propofal. (2.) Gratitude teaches us to recompenfe 
to the utmoft of our power thofe that have undergone. fatigues, 
run hazards, and been at expence for our fervice and benefit. 
Who goes a warfare at bis own charges? 1 Cor. iv. 7~ Sol- 
diers purchafe their pay dearer than any labourers, and are 
well worthy of it, becaufe they expofe their lives, 

Secondly, Abram’s generous refufal of this offer. He not 
only refigned the perfons to him, who, being delivered out. of 
the hand of their enemies, ought to have ferved Abram ; but 
he reftored all the goods too: He would not take froma 
thread to a fhocelatehet ; not the lealt thing that had ever be- 
longed to the king of Sodom or ary of his. Note, A lively 
faith enables a man to look upon the wealth of this world with 
a holy contempt, 1. John v. 4. What are all the ornaments 
and delights of fenfe to one that.has God and heaven ever in 

eye? He refolves even to a thread and a /hev-laichet ; for 
a tender confcience fears offending in a‘fmall matter. 


any thing, ver. 22. 


f Cree Ree Ye tan ; 
iS ey a , 


Now, 12) Abram ratifies this refolution with a folemn oath: 
I have lift up‘my band to the Lord, thar I wall not take 
Here -obferve, [1.] The titles he’ gives 
to God: The mofi high God the puffeffor uf heaven and earth 3 
the fame that Melchizedek had juft now. ufed, ver. 19. Notes 


It is good to learn of others how to order our fpeech concern- — 
ing, God, and to imitate thofe who {peak well in divine things. | 


This improvement we are to make of the converfation of de- 
vout good men, we muft learn to /peak after them. [2.] 


The ceremony fed in this oath: 2 have “ft up my hand. 


In religious {wearing, we appeal to God’s knowledge of our. 


truth and fincerity, and impricaté his wrath if we {wear falfe- - 


ly; and the /ifting up of the band is very fignificant and ex- 
prefliye of both. [3.] The matter of the oath was lawful, 
but what he was not antecedently-obliged'to, That he would 
not take any reward from the king of Sedom. 1. Probably 


Abram made this vow before he went to the battle, That if - 


God would give him fuccefs, he would, for the glory of God, 
and the credit of his profeffion, fo far deny himfelf, and his 
own right, as to take nothing of the {poils to himfelf. 
‘The vows we have made when we are in purfuit of a mercy, 
muft be carefully and confcientioufly kept when we have ob- 
tained the mercy, though they were made again{t our intereft., 
A citizen of Sion, if he has fworn, whether it be to God or 
man, though it prove to Avs own hurt, “yet he changeth not, 
Pfal. xv.-4. Or, 2. Perhaps Abram, now when he faw caufe 
to refufe the offer made him, at the fame time confirmed his 
refufal with this oath, to prevent further importunity. “Note, 
(1.) There.may be good reafon fometimes why we fhould de- 
bar.ourfelves of that which is our undoubted right; as St Paul, 
1. Cor, viii. 13. and ix. 12. (2.) That ftrong refolutions 
are of good ufe to put by the force of temptations. “> 
2dl), He backs his refufal with a good reafon: Le? shou 
foouldft fay, L have made Abram rich ; which-would reflec 
reproach, (1.) Upon the promife and covenant of God, as if 


that would not have enriched Abram without the {poils of So- 


dom ;-and (2.) Upon the piety and charity of Abram, as if 
all he had in his eye, when he undertook that: hazardous “ex- 
pedition, was-to:enrich himfelf, Note, 1. We mutt 
careful that we give not occafion to others to fay things whigh 
they ought not. 
dit’s fake, take heed of doing any thing that looks mean or: 
mercenary, or that favours of covetoufnefs~and felf-fecking. 
Probably Abram knew the king of Sodom to be 2 proud and 
fcornful man, and one that would be apt to turn fuch a thing 
as this to his reproach afterwards, though moft unreafonably 5 


_ and when we have to do with fuch men, we have need to act 


with particular caution. : “ 

3dly, He limits his refufal with a double provifo, ver. 24. 
In making vows, we ought carefully to infert the neceffary ex 
ceptions, that we may not afterwards fay before the angel, Zé 
was an error, Kcch.-y..6. Abram here excepts, (1.) The 
food of his foldiers: hey were worthy of their meat while 
they trod out the corm. © This would ‘give no colour to the 
king of Sodom to fay that he had enriched Abram.” (2) 
The fhares of his allies and confederates: Let them take their 
portion. Note, Thofe who are {tri in reftraining their own 
liberty, yet ought not to impofe thofe reftraints upon the liber- 
ties of others, nor.to judge of them accordingly ; we muft not 
make ourfelves the ftandard:to: meafure others “by. A good 
man will deny himfelfthat liberty which he will not deny a- 
nother ; contrary to the pragtice of thé Pharifees, Mat. XXUbe 


4. There was not the fame reafon why Aner, Efhcol)’ and 


Mamre, fhould - their right, that there was why Abram 
fhould. They did not make the profefkon that he made ; 
hor were they, as he was, under the obligation of a vow: 


: They 


Note, _ 


be very — 


* Chap: XIV. - 


sats ccSplipe aN 


2. The people of God muft, for theit cre- - - 


‘Ha, fuch a one. 


a 


© They t had not the hopes that Abram had of a portion in. the 
other world;- and therefore by all’ means let, them: take, their 


; eae of this. 


CHAP. XV. “ , 


oe this chapter, we have a folemn treaty between ‘God 


- and Abram, concerning a covenant that was to be 
cfablifbed between them. In the former chapter, we 
had’ Abram in the field with kings; here, tn the 

“mount with God: And though there he looked. great, 
yet methinks here be looks. much greater: 

_ mour have the great men.of the world; but this ho- 

nour have all the faints. Lhe covenant to be fettled 

between God and Abram was a covenant of promi- 

_fes. . Accordingly here 1s, 1. A general affurance of 

‘God’s kindnefs and good-will to Abram, ver. 12. Il. 
| A particularsdeclaration of the purpofes of his love 
= concerning him, in two things : (1.) That he would 
give him a numerous iffie, ver. 2. to ver. 7. (2.), 
That he would give him Canaan for\an mberitance, 
ver. 7, to the end: Hither aw eftate without an berry. 
or an heir without an effate, would have been a half 
comfort to Abram ; but God infures both to him: 
And that which made thefe two, the Promifed Seed, 
and the promifed land, penfabte indeed’ to this great. 
~ believer, was, That they were both typical of thofe 
_ two invaluable. blefings, Chrift and heaven ;-and fo 
6 we have reafon to think) Abram eyed them. 


FTER thefe things the word. of the Lorp 
A came unto, Abram.in a vifion, faying, Fear 
not, Abram: I am gry fhield, and thy exceed- 
ing great reward. 

Obferve here, Fur, The time when God had this’ treaty. 
with Abram: fier thefe things. [1.]~ After: that famous 
act of generous. charity which’Abram had done, in refeuing 
his friends and neighbours out of diltrefs, and that nor fr 
price nor reward; after that God made:him this gracious 


a 


vifit. Note; Thole. that fhew-favour to men, fhall find favour 
with God. [2.] After:that victory which he had obtained 


over four kings: Left: Abram fhould be too much’ elevated 
and. pleafed with that, God comes to him to tell him she ‘had 
better things in {tore for him. Note, A believing converfe 
with fpiritual. bleffings is an- excellent means to keep us from 
being too much taken up with temporal enjoyments. _ The gifts 
of common providence are not comparable with thofe of cové- 
nant-love. 

Secondly, The manner how God converfed with Abram 3 
The word of the Lord came unto Abram ; 1. e, God: mani. 
felted himfelf-and his will to dram in.a vifton ; which fup- 
pofeth Abram awake, and fome vifible appearance of the She- 
chinah, or fome fenfible token of the prefence of the Divine 


Glory. Note, The methods of divine revelation are adapted: ' 


to our ftate ina world of fenfe. 
Thirdly, The gracious affurance God gave him of his’ fa- 
vour to him. {1,],He called: him by name, 4éram ; which 


was a great honour to,him, end made his name great, and | 
haft given no feed ; ngt only no fon, but 9 /eed, 
‘had’a'datighter, from’ her’ the promiféd Meffias might have 


was alfo a great encouragement and afliftance to his faith. 


Nofe, God’s good word then doth us good, when it is fpoken 
by his Spirit to. us in- particular, and brought to’ our hearts: 


The word faith, Ho, every.one; tfavlve'1.; the Spirit faith;: 
[2.] He cautioned him ‘again(t amazing’ 
difquieting fears: Fear mot, Abram. Abram might fear left 


the four Kings he had. routed fhould. 1 again, and. fall upon. 


& ENE 


That ho» 
prefent with thee, actually caring for thee: 


> heir. 


4ther fon nor daughter, 
to me. 


| children dorn in bis houfe ; but to me, (faith he) thou hatt 


87 
him-to his ruins No (faith God,) fear not: Fear not their 
reyenges, nor thy neighbour’s envy; 1 will take-care of thee.?? 
Note;.(1.); Where there is great faith, yet there may be many 
fears, 2 Corevil. 5: 
ple’s fears, though never fo fecret, and snows their f-wl:, Pfal. 
XMM 7s 
not give. way to-prevailing fears,, whatever happens: Jet the 
Jfinners ia, Sion be afraid; but fear not, Abrams [i 3:] He 
affured:him: of fafety and: happinefs 
be, 1/7, As /afe as-God -himlelf could Hep him :\ Lam. thy 
Soield; or, fomewhat more emphatically, am a» fhield to theey 
See unChron. xvil. 


24. not only the God of LIrael, but.a God ita Ifraels Note, 
The confideration of this, that God himfelf is: and!will-be a 


gs I s. 


_ thield'to;his people)tofecure them from»alh deftructive evils, a 
fhield ready to-themy,.and.a fhield rautid: about! them, -fhould: 


be fufficient to filence. all: theim perplexing tormenting fears. 
2dly,. As happy as God himfelf could make him: I will be 
thy exceeding great reward ; not only thy rewarder, but thy 


“reward, -Abrany had geheroully refufed.the rewards: which 


the king of Sodom offered him ; and here God comes ahd 
tells him, he fhall be no lofer by it. 


Cors ii. ge 


He is the portion of their rabstironees and their cups 


2 And Abram faid Lord Gop, what wilt thou. 
give me, feeing I go childlefs, and. the fteward” 
of my houfe is this Eliezer of Damafeus? 3. 
) And’ Abram faid, Behold, to me thou haft given. 


no feed: and lo, one born in my houfe is. mime. 
4 And behold, the word. of the Lorp 
caine unto him, faying, This fhalP not ‘be thine 
heir, but he that fhall come forth out of thine 
own bowels fhall be thine. heir... 5. And he. 


brought him forth abroad, and faid; Look now® 
toward: heaven, and tell. the ftars, af thou be. 
-able-to mitiber: them: ‘and ‘he faid unto him, 
“6 And he believed in. 


So fhall thy feed be. 
the Lorn; and he counted, it to. hin for righte- 
oufneis.. i 


We have here the affurance given to. Abram of a. numerous .; 


offspring which fhould defcend from him. .. In. which, 
Firft, Abram’s repeated complaint, vere 2, 3.. “This. was 
that which: gave occafion to this promife. . The great affliction. 


+ that fat heavy upon Abram, was the want of a child; andthe 
_ complaint of this he here pours out before, the Lord, and 
| fhews before him the trouble, Pfal. cxli. 2. 


Note, Thovgly 
we muft never complain aces yet we have leave to com 


. plain to bum, and to be large and pasticular in, the. remon- 
{trance of our grievances ; and it is fome eafe to a burdened fpi-: 

_rit to. open its cafe to a faithful. and compafhionate friend; fuck 

Now. tis. coms ; 


a friend God is, whofe. ear is always open. 
plaiut is’ four-fold. 


[i.] That he had no child, ver. 3. Behold, to me thou 


(3+) tis the will-of God; that: his. people fhould - 


That he should: for ever. 


If he had. 


( 2.) God takes cognifance of his peo. ~ 


Note, (4.) The rewards ” 
* of believing obedience and felf-denial, are exceeding great, 1 
(2.) God himfelf is the chofen and promifed fes 
licity-of holy fouls ; chofen in this world, promifed: ina ‘bet~- 
ters 


e 


‘come, who: was to be'the feed.of the woman ; but. he had nei- .. 


His neighbours were fuél of child-en, his {ervants had 


given none, and yet God had told him, he. fhould be a fayou- 


nite: 


He feems to lay an emphafis on that, . 


rite above any. 

“mutt fee God writing them fo. 2 God often with-holds thofe 
temporal comforts from his own ‘children which he gives plen- 
tifully to others that are f{trangers to him. 

[2.] Thati in all probability, he was never likely to -have 
any} intimated in that, Z go, or, I am going » ebildlefs ; going 
into years, going down: the hill apace: Nay, ‘I am. going out 
of the world, going the way of all the earth. 1 die childle/s; 
fo the Seventy : I leave the world, and leave no child behind 
me. 

[3] That bis fe rvants were for the afelene and were like- 
ly to be to him zn/fread of fons. While hé lived the fleward 
of bis houfe was Elieser of Damafeus:.To him he commit- 


ted the care_of his family and eftate; who might,'be faithful, 


but only as a fervant, not’ as a “fat When he died, one 


born in his boufe would be hrs herr, en would dear sale, over 


all that for which he had laboured, Eccl. ii. 18, 19, 21. 
God had already told him, that he would make of him a great 
nation, chap. xil. 2.3 and his feed as the duff. of the earth, 
_ chap: xut.16., But had left him. in doubt, whether it 

fhould be his feed b begotien, or his {eed adopted; by a fon of 

Ais loins, or only a fon of. his houfe. “ Now, Lord, (faith 

Abram,) if it be only an adopted fon, it muft be one of my 
fervants; which will refle& difgrace upon the Promifed Seed 

that is to defcend from him.” Note, While promifed mercies 


are delayed, our unbelief and tpabies is apt to conclude 


them denied. 


{4.] That the want of a fon was fo great a trouble to him — 


‘that it took away the comfort of all his, enjoyments. —‘‘ Lord, 
avbat wilt thou give me? Allis nothing to me, if I have not 
 afon?? Now, 1. If we fuppofe that Abram looked no farther 
‘than a temporal comfort, this complaint was culpable. God 
had by his providence given him fome good things, and more 
by his promife; and yet Abram makes no account of them, 
becaufe he has not a'fon.. It did very ill become the father 
of the faithful to fay, What wilt thou give me, feeing I go 
childlefs? immediately after God had faid, I am thy /hield, 
and thy exceeding great reward. Note, Thofe do not right- 
ly‘ value the advantages’ of their covenant-relation to God end 
intereft in him,,who do-not think it fufficient to balance the 
want of any creature comfort-whatfoever. But, 2. If we fup- 
pole that Abram herein had an eye tothe Promifed Seed, the 
importunity iof his defire was very commendable; all was no- 
thing to him, if he had riot the earneft of that: great bleffing, 
ids an affurance of his relation to the Meffiah, which God 


had already raifed in him fome expectation of. Hehas wealth, + 


and victory, and honour ; 3 but while he is kept in the dark a- 
bout the main matter, it is all nothing to him. Note, . Till 
we have fome domforable evidence of our intereft in Chrift 
and the new covenant, we fhould not reft fatisfied with any 

‘thing elfe: This and the other I have ; but what will all this 

avail me of I go Chrujtlefs ? Yet thus far the comp/aint was 
culpable, that there was fome diffidence ef the promife at the 
bottom of it, and a wearinefs-of waiting God's time. Note, 
‘True believers fometimes find it hard to reconcile God’s pro- 
mifes and his providences when they feem to difagree. 

Secori aly, God’s gracious anfwer to this complaint., To the 
firlt part of the complaint, (ver. 2.).God gavé no. immediate 
anfwer, becaufe there was fomething of fretfulnefs in it ; but 
when he renewed his addrefs fomewhat more calmly, (ver. 3.) 
God anfwered him graciovfly. Note, If we continue inftant 
in prayer, and yet pray with an “bumble fubmifhion to the di- 
vine will, we fhall not feek in vain. 

iff, God gave him an exprefs promife of a fon, ver. 4. 
“* This that is born in thy houfe, fall not be thine heir, as 
thou feareft; but one that fhall come forth out of thine bite 


GEN ES Bs Gees 


Note, rt. Thofe that are written childlefs, | 


bowels foall be hee heirs 
faith, This thall not, and duis fhall : 
defion in fettling of their eftates, God’s counfel fhall ftand. - 
if God is often better to us than our own fears, and elves oe) 
merey we had long defpaired of. 


Note, 1? God makes heirs + he a 
Whatever men ‘dewite and 


2dly, To affeet him the more with this promife, he ‘sae ‘ 


him out, and fhewed him the fars, (this vifion being early in 


the morning, before ¢ay,) and then tells him, So /hall thy feed j 


(1.) So innumerable ; for fo the {tars feem to a 


be, ver. 5. 
Abram, feared he fhould have no child at all; 


common eyes. 


but God tells him the defcendants from his loins fhould be. 6 
“many as not to be numbered. 
of heaven for fplendor 5 for to them pertained the glory, Rom._ — 


(2.) So s//ufirious as the ftars 


ix, 4. Abram’s feed, according to the flefh, were like the 
duft of the earth, chap. xii. 16. ; but his ae feed were 
like the ftars of heaven, not cay! numerous, but glorious and - 
very precious. 

3dly, Abram’s bee belief of the sate God now made 
him, and God’s favourable acceptance of his faith, ver. 6. 

1. He believed in the Lord: That is, he believed the truth 
of that promife which God had now made him, refting upon 
the irrefiftable power and the inviclable faithfulnefs of him that 
made it; hath he fpoken, and Jhall he not make it good 2 
Note, Thole who would have the comfort of the promifes, 
mu(ft mix faith with the promifes. See how the‘apeltle mag- 
nifies this faith of Abram, and makes it a ftanding example, 
Rom. ‘iv. 19, ponaes He was not weak in faith; he ftag- 
gered not ai the promifes he was /rrong in faarth 5 he was ful-, 
ly perfuaded. "The Lord. work fuch a faith in-every one of 
us. “Some think his believing in the Lord looks not only at 
the Lord promifing, but promied, the Lord Jefus, the Medi- 
ator.of the new covenant. . Fle believed in him that is, re- 
ceived and embraced the divine revelation concerning him, 


pand rejoiced to fee his day, though at fo great a diftanee, John j 


vill. 56,, 

2. God counted it to bim Sor righteoufnefs : That is, upon | 
the {core of this he was accepted of Ged; and, as the reft of 
the patriarchs, by. faith he’ obrarned, witness that he was righ- 
teous, Heb. xi, 4. This is urged in the New Teftament, to 
prove that we are juftified by faith without the works of the 
law, Rom. iv. 3. Gal.-iii. 6.5 for Abram was fo juftified, 
while he was yet uncircuntc ere If Abram that was fo rich » 
in good works, was not juitified by them, but by his faith ; 
Sete lefs can We, that are fo poor in them, , This faith, which — 
was impated | to Abram for righteoufnefs, had newly fire ggled © 
with unbelief, ver. 2.3 and coming off a conqueror, it was thus 
crowned, thus honoured. Note, A fiducial practical acge;te 
ance of, and dependance upon, ‘God’s_ promife of grace ‘and 
glory, in and through Chrift, is that which, accor ding to. the’ 
tenor of the new covenant, gives us a right to all the bleflings 
contained in that promife. All believers, are juftified as A bram © 
-was, and it was his faith that was counied to him Sor. rights 
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74 And. he faid unto him, I am the ‘Lorp | 
that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to 
give thee this land to inherit it. 8 And he faid, 
Lord Gon, whereby. fhall I know. that'T thall 
inherit it? ‘g And he faid unto him, Take me - 
an heifer of three years old, and a fhe- -goat of 
three years old, and ‘a ram of three: years old, 
and a turtle- dove, and @ young pigeon. 10 > And 
he tock unto him all thefe, and divided them in 
the TN, “and Jaid each piece one againit ano- - 
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Chap. XV. ; 
‘ther! but the birds divided he not, 11 And 
_ when the fowls came down upon the carcafes, 


out of Ur of the Chaldees. 


Abram drove them away. 


_ We have here the affurance given’ Abram of the land of 


Canaan for an inheritance. 


_Firft, God declares his purpofe concerning it, ver. 7. Ob- 
ferve here, (1.) Abram made no complaint in this matter, as 


he had done for the want of a child. Note, Thofe that are 


fure of an intereft in the Promifed Seed, will fee no reafon to 
doubt of a title to the promifed land.’ If Chrift be ours, hea- 
ven is ours. (2.) When he believed the former promife, ver. 
6. then God explained and ratified this to him. 


Three things God here minds Abram of, for his encourage- 
ment, concerning the promife of this good land. 

[1.] What God zs in himfedf: I am the Lord Jehovah ; 
and therefore, (1.) I may give it thee; for I am fovereign 
Lord of all, and have a right to difpofe of the whole earth. 
(2.) I can give it thee, whatever oppofition may be made, 
though by the fons of Anak. God never promifes more than 
he is able to perform, as men often do. (3.) I will make 
good my promife to thee: Jehovah zs not a man, that be 
Jhould he. 

[2.].What he had done for Abram: He had brought bim 
Out of the fire of the Chaldees ; 
fo fome: That is, 1. From their idolatries, for the Chaldeans 
worfhipped the fire. Or, 2. From their perfecutions :; The 
Jewith writers have a tradition, that Abram was caft into a 
fiery furnace for refufing to worfhip idols, and was miraculoufly 
delivered. It is rather a place of that name. Thence God 
brought him by an effectual call; brought him with a gracious 
violence ; fnatched him as a brand out of the burning. This 
was, (1.) A /pecra/ mercy : “ I brought thee, and left others ; 
thoufands to perifh :” God called him alone, Va. li. 2. (2:) 
A fpiritual mercy : a mercy to his foul, a deliverance from fin 
and its fatal confequences. If God fave our fouls, we fhall 
want nothing that is good forus. (3.) A fre/b mercy, late- 


‘ly beftowed, and therefore fhould be the more affecting ; as 
that in the preface to the commandments, “‘ I am the Lord 
that brought thee out of Egypt lately.” 
“mercy; the beginning of mercy, ‘peculiar mercy, to Abram ; 


(4.)-A foundation 


and therefore a pledge and earneft of further mercy, Ifa. Ixvi. 
9. Obferve how God fpeaks of it as that which he gloried 
in; Lam the Lord that brought thee out. He glories in it 
as an act both of power and grace. Compare Ifa. xxix. 22. 
where he glories in it long after: Thus faith the Lord, who 
redeemed Abraham, redeemed him from fin. 

- [3.7] What he intended to do yet further for him: Zbrought 
thee hither on purpofe to give thee this land to inherit zt ; not 


only to poffefs it, but to poffefs it as an inheritance, which is the - 


fweeteft and fureft title. Note, (1.) The providence of God 
hath fecret,, but gracious defigns in all its various difpenfations 
towards good people; we cannot conceive the projects of Pro- 
vidence, till the event’ thew what it was driving at.) (2.) The 
great thing God defigns in all his dealings with his people, is 
to bring them fafe to heaven. They are chofen to fa/vation, 
2 Thef. ii. 13.5; called to the kingdom, 1 Thef. ii. 12.5 be- 
gotten to the inheritance, 1 Pet. 1. 3, 4.3 and by all made 


meet for it, Gol. i,.12, 13. 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. 


Secondly, Abram defires a fign, ver. 8. Whereby fball I 
know that I fhall inherit it? This did not proceed from dif- 


_truft of God’s power or promife, as that of Zacharias ; but he 


defired this, (1.) For the ftrengthening and confirming of his 


own’ faith: He believed, ver; 6.; but here he prays, Lord, 


help me againft my unbelief. Now he believed; but he de- 
' Vou. I. Pia 


Note, To. 
_ him that hath, and improves what he has, more fhall be given. 
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fired ‘a fign'to be treafured up againft an hour of temptation, 
not knowing how his faith might, by fome: event or other, be 
fhocked and tried. Note, We all need, and fhould defire 
helps from heaven for the confirming our faith; and improve 
facraments, which are inftituted figns for that purpofe. Sec 
Judg. vi. 36. 2 Kings xx. 8,—ro. Ifa. vii. 11,12. (2.) For 
the ratifying of the promife to his pofterity, that they alfo 
might. be brought to believe it. Note, Thofe that are fatisfied 
themfelyes, fhould defire that others alfo might be fatisfied, of 
the truth of God’s promifes. John {ent his difciples to Chritt, 
not fo much for his own fatisfaction as for theirs, Mat. xi. 2, 3- 
Canaan was a type of heaven. Note, It is a very defirable 
thing to know shat we fhall inberit the heavenly Canaan ; 
that is, to be confirmed in our belief of the truth of that: hap- 
pinefs, and to have the evidences of our title to it more and 
more cleared up to us. | | “e 
Thirdly, God dire&ts Abram to make preparation for a fa- 
crifice, intending by that to give him a fign ; and Abram makes 
preparations “accordingly, ver. 9,—11. Take me an heifer, 
&c. Perhaps Abram expected fome extraordinary fign from 
heaven, but God gives him a fign upon a facrifice.’ Note, 
Thofe that would receive the affurances of God’s favour, and 
would have their faith confirmed, muft attend inftituted ordi- 
nances, and expec to meet with God in them... Obferve, (1.) 
God appointed that each of the beafts ufed for this fervice 
fhould be three years old, becaufe then they were at.their full 
growth and ftrength : God mutt be ferved with the beft we 
have, for he is the beft.- (2.) We do not read that God gave 
Abram particular direétions how to manage thefe beafts and 
fowls, knowing that he was fo well verfed in the law and cuf- 
tom of facrifices, that he needed not any particular dire¢tions $ 
or, perhaps inftruétions were given him, which he carefully.ob- 
ferved, though they be not recorded ; at leaft it. was, intimated 
to him, that they muft be prepared for the folemmnity-of ratify- 
ing a covenant, which he well enough knew the manner of. 
(3.) Abram took as God appornted him, though as yet he 
knew not how thefe things fhould become afign to him. This 
was not the firft inftance of Abram’s implicit obedience. He 
divided the beafts in the mid{t, according to the ceremony ufed 
in confirming covenants, Jer. xxxiv. 18, 19.3 where it is faid, 
They cut the calf in twain, and paffid between the parts. 
(4.) Abram having prepared according to God’s appointment, 
now fet himfelf to expe& what fign God would give him by 
thefe; like the prophet upon his watch-iower, Hab, il. 1. 


- While God’s appearing to own his facrifice was deferred, A- 


bram continued waiting, and his expectations were raifed by 
thofe delays; when the fowls came down upon the carcafes, 
to prey uponthem as common and neglected things, bran 
drove them away, ver. 11.3 believing that the vifion would, 
at the end, /peak and not le. Note, A very watchful eye 
mu{t be kept upon our fpiritual facrifices, that nothing be fuf-" 
fered to prey upon thera, and render them unfit for God’s ac- 
ceptance. When yain thoughts, dike thefe fowls, come down 
upon our. facrifices, we muit drive them away, and not fof 
fer them to fodge within us, but attend on God without di- 
fraction. 

12 And when the fun was going down, a 
deep fleep fell upon Abram and lo, an ‘horror 
of great darknefs fell upon him: 13 And he 
faid unto Abram, Know ofa furety that thy ~ 
feed fhall be a ftranger ma land that zs not 
theirs, and fhall ferve them, and they fhall affli€ 
them four hundred years. 14 And alfo that 
nation whom they fhall ferve, will I judge: and 
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© feed. fhould be a perfecuted feed. 
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afterward fhall they come out with great fub- 
ftance. 15 And thou fhalt go to thy fathers in 
peace ; thou fhalt be buried in a good old age. 
16 But in the fourth generation they fhall come 
hither again: for the wniquity of the Amorites 
is not yet full. 


We have here a full and particular difcovery made to Abram. 
of God’s. purpofes concerning his feed. Obferve, 

Firf, Vhe time when God came to him with this difcove- 
ry: When the fua was going down, or declining ; about the 
time of the evening ob/ution, 1 Kings xviii. 36, Dan. ix. 21. 
Early in the morning, before day, while the flars were yet to 
be feen, God. had given him orders, concerning the facrifices, 
ver. §.; and we may fuppofe it was at leaft his morning’s work 


to prepare them, and fet them in order ; which, when he had - 


done, he abode by them, praying, and waiting till towards e- 
vening. Note, God often keeps his people long in expecta- 
-tion of the comforts he defigns them, for the confirmation of 
their faith : But though the anfwers of prayer and the perfor- 
mance of promifes come flowly, yet they come furely; at e- 
vening time it {hall be light. 

Secondly, The. preparatives for this difcovery. (1.) 4 deep. 
Sleep fell upon Abram: Not a common fleep, thro’ wearinefs 
or careleffnefs ; but a divine ecftafy,, like that which the Lard’ 
God canfed to fall upon Adam, Gen. ii. 21.5 that being here- 
by wholly taken of from the view of things fenfible, he might 
be «wholly taken wp with the contemplation of things fpiritual. 
The doors. of the body were locked up, that the foul might be 
private and retired, and, nught ag the moxe freely and like 
itfelf. (2.) With this fleep, 9 horror of great darkne/s fell 
upon hin. A fudden change! But juft before, we had him 
folacing himfelf in comfort, of God’s covenant,,and in commu- 
nien with him; and, here, a horror of greet darkne/s falls up- 
on him. Note, The children of light do not always walk in 
the light, but fometimes clouds and darkaefs: are. round, about 
them. This great darkne/s, which brought borror with it, 
was defigned, ; 

{1.]. To ftrike an awe upom the fpirit of Abram, and, to 
poflefs him with a holy reverence ;, that the familiarity which 
God was pleafed to admit him to, might not breed: contempt. 
Note, Holy fear prepares the foul for holy joy:;. the fpirit: of 
bondage makes way for the fpirit. of adoption. 
firlt, and then. heals; Aumbles. firlt, and then lifts up, Mla, 
Vip 5565.7. 

[2.] To be a fpecimen of the methods of God’s dealing 
with his feed. They mult firfk be in the horror and darknefs 
of Egyptian flavery, and then enter with joy into the good land; 
and therefore he muft firft have the foreta/fe of their fufferings, 
before he had the fore/ight of their happinefs. 

[3.] To be au indication of the nature of that covenant of 
peculiarity which God was now about to make with Abram. 
‘The Old Teftament difpenfation, which was founded on that 
covenant, was a difpenfation, (1.) Of darknefs and, obfcurity, 
2 Cor. iii. 13.5 (2.) Of dread and horror, Heb. ‘xii. 18, &c. 

Thirdly, The prediction itfelf. Several things are here fore- 
told. 

I. The fuffering ftate of Abram’s feed for a long time, ver. 
13. Let not Abram flatter himfelf with the hopes of nothing 
but honour and profperity in his family ; no, he mult know of 
a /urety that which he was loth to believe, that. the promifed 
Note, 1. God fends the 
wort Arf; we moult frf fuffer, and then reign. 2. He lets 
us know the wor(t before it comes, that when it comes it may 
not be afurprife to us, John xvi. 4. Now we haye here, 


Get we EE # Tess - 


God wounds | 


[1.] The particulars. of their fufferings. (1.) They fhall be 
firangers: So they were in Canaan firft, Pfal. cv. 12. and 
afterwards in Egypt: Before they were lords of their own 
land, they were ftrangers in a ftrange land. The inconveni~ 
ences. of an. unfettled {tate make a happy fettlement. the more 
welcome. Thus the heirs of heaven are firft rangers on 
earth, a land that is not theirs. (2.) They hall be fervants: 
So they were to the Egyptians, Exod. i.13. See how that 
which was the doom of the Canaanites, (Gen. ix. 25.) proves 
the diftrefs of Abram’s feed; they are made to ferue: But 
with this. difference ; the Canaanites. ferve under a curfe, the 
Hebrews under a blefling : And the upright /hall have domi- 
nion in the morning, Pfal. xlix, 14. (3-) They thall be (uf 
ferers. Thofe whom they ferve /hal/ affi& them: See Exod. 
i. LI. Thofe that are blefled and beloved of God, are often- 
times forely afflicted by wicked men; and God forefees. its. 
and takes cognifance of it. [2.] The continuance of their 
fafferings; four hundred years. This perfecution, began. with, 
mocking, when. Ifhmael, the fon of an. Egyptian, perfecuted 
lfaac, who was born after the Spirit, (Gens xxi. 9. Gal. iv. 
29.),.: Tt continued, in, /oathing ; for it was an, abomination to 
the Egyptians to eat bread with the Hebrews, Gen, xlii. 32. 
And it came at laft to murder, the bafelt of murders, that of 
their new-born children. So that, more or lefs, it continued 
400 years, though in. extremity not fo-many. ‘Ehis was a 
‘ong time, but a limited time. 

II., The judgment of the enemies of Abram’s feed, ver. 14. 
“ Fhat nation whom they fhall ferve, even the Egyptians, 
will L judge.” his points at the plagues of Egypt, by which 
God not only. confrained' the Egyptians to releafe L{rael, but, 
punifbed. them for all the hardfhips they had put: upon. thena., 
Note, (1-) Though God may fuffer perfecutors and oppreffors: 
to; trample upon his people ai great while, yet he will certainly 
reckon with them at laft;, for his: day. 7s comung, Pfal. xxxvii., 
12,13. (2.) The punifhing. of perfecutors is the judging of. 
them: It is.a righteous thing: with~God, and,a particular a& 
of jultice, to. recompenfe tribulation to thofe that trouble his. 
people. (3.) The judging of the church’s enemies is God’s. 
work: “ I will judge.” God can do it, for heis the. Lord; 


he will do it, for he is his people’s God; and he hath faid,. 


Vengeance is, mine, I will repay. To him, therefore we muft, 
leave it to be done, in his way and time. 

III. ‘The deliverance of Abram’s feed out of Egypt. That 
great event is here foretold: Afterward fhall they come out. 
with great fubjiance. It is here promifed, (1.) That they 
fhould be enlarged: Afterward they fhall, come out. That. 
is, either after they have been. afflited 400 years; when the 
days of their fervitude are: fulfilled, then. they may expect de- 
liverance: Or, after: the Egyptians are judged and plagued. 
Note, The deftrudtion, of oppreflors is the redemption. of the. 
opprefled; they will not let God’s people go till they are for- 
ced to it. (2.) That they fhould be enriched: “ ‘hey thalk 
come out with great fubjiance.” 
xil. 35,36. God took care they fhould not only have a. good 
land to go to, but a good ftock to bring with them. « _ 

IV. Their happy fettlement. in, Canaan, ver. 16. They. 
fhall not only come out of Egypt, but they fhall, come bitber 


again; Hither, to the land of Canaan, wherein thou now. art. - 


The difcontinuance of their poffeflion fhall be no defeafance of 


their right: We muft not reckon thofe. comforts /of for ever.. - 


that are imtermitied for a time, The. reafon. why, they mutt 
not have. the land, of promife in poffeffion till the fourth gene- 
ration, is becaufe the iniquity of the Amorites was not yet, 


Fall. 
be difpoffefied, and they. are not yet ripe for ruin. .The righ- 


teous, God has determined, that they fhall.not be:cut off till they: 


haye 


This, was. fulfilled, Exod... 


Tfrael, cannot. be: poffefled of Canaan, till the Amorites- 


Dori Te, 


Chap. XV. 


~ 


Chap. XV. 


- have perfifted in fin /o ong and are arrived to /uch a pitch of | 
wickednefs, that there may appear fome equitable proportion | 
_ between their fin and their ruin ; and therefore, till it come to | 
_ that, the feed of Abram mutt be kept out of poffeflion. Note, | 
1, The meafore of fin fills gradually: thofe that continue im- . 


penitent in wicked ways, are trea/uring up unto themfelves 
wrath. 2. Some people’s meafure of {in fills lowly: The 
Sodomites, that were finners before the Lord exceedingly, foon 

“filled their meafure ; fo did the Jews, that were in profeflion 
near to God; but the iniquity of the Amorites was long in the 
filling up. 3. That this is the reafon of the profperity of 

' wicked people : The meafure of their fins is not-yet fu//. The 
wicked /ive, become old, and are mighty in power,while God 
is Jaying up their iniquity for their children, Job xxi. 7, 19. 
See Mat. xxiii. 32. Deut. xxxii. 32. 


V. Abram’s peaceful quiet death and burial before thefe | 
As he fhould not live . 


things fhould come to pafs, ver. 15. 
to fee that good land in the pofleffion of his family, but mutt 


die, as he lived, a ftranger in it; fo to balance that, he fhould | ~ 


not live to fee the troubles that fhould come upon his feed, 
much lefs to fhare in them. 
Kings xxii. 20. Note, Good men are fometimes greatly fa- 
voured by being taken away from the evil to come, Ma, lvii. 
1. Let this fatisfy Abram, that for his part, 
tf, He thall go to his fathers in peace. Note, 1, Even 
the friends and favourites of heaven are not exempted from the 
ftroke of death: Are we greater than our father dbram 
avhich is dead? John vili. 53. (2.) Good men die willing- 
ly: They are not fetched, they are not forced ; but they go: 
Their foul is not required, as his Luke xi. 20. ; but cheer- 
fully refigned ; they would not ive always. (3.) At death, 
we go to our fathers; to all our fathers, that are gone before 
us to the ftate of the dead, Job xxi- 32.3 to our godly fathers, 
that are gone before us tothe ftate of the blefled, Heb. xii. 
23. The former helps us to take off the terror of death, the 
latter puts comfort into it. (4.) Whenever a godly man dies, 
he dies in peace. If the way be piety, the end is peace, Pfal. 
XXXVil. 37. Outward peace to the laft is promifed to Abram ; 
peace and truth in his days, whatever fhould come after, 2 Kin. 
Xx. 19. Peace with God, and everlalting peace, are fure to 
all the feed. ge 
2dly, He thall be buried in a good old age. Perhaps men- 
tion is made of his burial here where the land of Canaan is 
promifed him, becaufe a burying-place was the firlt pofleflion 
he had in it. He fhall not only die in peace, but die in ho- 
nour; die, and be duried decently ; not only‘die in peaee, but 
die in feafun, Job v. 25,26. Note, 1. Old age is a blefling ; 
it is promifed in the fifth commandment ; it is pleafing to na- 
ture, and a great opportunity of ufefulnefs. 2. Efpecially if it 
' be a good old age. Theirs maybe called a goud old age, { 1.) 
That are o/d and healthful, not loaded with fuch diftempers 
vas make them weary of life: (2.) That are o/a and holy; old 
difciples, Ads xxi. 16.3 whofe hoary head is found in the 
way of righteoufnefs, Prov. xvi, 31.3 old and ufeful, old and 
exemplary for godlinefs, that is indeed a good old age 


17 And it came to pafs, that when the fun 
went down, and it was dark, behold a {mokmg 
furnace, and a, burning lamp that pafled be- 
tween thofe pieces. 18 In that fame day the 
Lorp made a covenant with Abram, faying, 
Unto thy feed have I given this land, from the 
‘river of Egypt unto the great river, the river 
- Euphrates: 19The Kenites, and the Kenezites, ” 

; . 
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This is promifed to Jofiah, 2 | 


9 
and the Kadmonites, 20 And the Hittites, and 
the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, 21 And the 


Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girga- 
fhites, and the Jebufites. 


Here is, Firf?, The covenant ratified, ver. 17. The fign 
which Abram defired was given at length, when the fun was 
gone down, {fo that tt was dark ; for that was a dark difpen- 
fation. ; 

1. The fmoking furnace fignified the afliGion of his feed 
in Egypt. They were there in the tron furnace, Deut. ive 
20.; the furnace of affiéiron, Ma. xlviii. to. labouring in the 
very fire. ‘Phey were there in the /moée ; their eyes darken- 
ed, that they could not fee to the end of their troubles; and 
they at a lofs what God would do with them: Clouds and 
darknefs-were round about them, which made them weep as 
Smoke doth. : 

2. The burning lamp {peaks comfort in this affliction ; and 
this God fhewed Abram at the fame time that he fhewed him 
the fmoking furnace. (1.} Light notes deliverance out of 
the furnace: heir falvation was as a lamp that burneth, Ifa. 
Ixii. 1. When God came down to deliver them, he appeared 
in a bufh that durnaed, and was not confumed, Exod. iil. 2. 
(2.) The lamp notes direction in the /meke. God’s word 
was their lamp: This word to Abram was fo; it was a light 
fhining ina dark place. Perhaps this burning lamp prefigured 
the pillar of cloud and fire which led them out of Egypt; in 
which God was. (3.) The durnng lamp notes the de//ruc- 
tion of their enemies that kept them fo long in the furnace. See 
Zech. xii. 6. The fame cloud that ealightened the ifraelites, 
troubled and burned the Egyptians. ee 

3. The paffing of thele between the pieces was the confirms 
ing of the covenant of God now made with him, that he might . 
have frong confolation, being fully perfuaded that what God 
promifed he would certainly perform. It is probable this fur- 
nace and /amp, which pafled between the pieces, burned and 
confumed them ; and fo completed the facrifice, and teftified 
God’s acceptance of it, as of Gideon’s, Judg. vi. 21.3; Ma- 
noah’s, Judg. xill. 1y, 20.3; and Solomon’s, 2 Chron. vii. 1. 
So it intimates, (1.) That God’s covenants with men are 
made by facrifce, Pial. L. 5.3; by Chrift, the Great Sacrifice: 
No agreement without atonement. (2.) God’s acceptance of 
our {piritual facrifices is a token for good, and an earneft of 
further favours: See Judg. xiii. 23. And by this we may 
know that he accepts our facrifices, if he kindle in our fouls 
a holy fire of pious and devout affections in them. 

Secondly, ‘Lhe covenant repeated’, and explained, ver. 18. 
Is that fame day, that day never to be forgotten, the Lord 


“made a covenant with Abram, 1. €. gave a promife to Abram, 


Saying, Unto thy feed have I given this land. Here is, 

1. A rehearfal of the grant, Te had {aid before, To thy 
Seed will I give thts Jand, chap. xii. 7. & xiii, 1g, But here 
he faith, J bave given it: That is, (1.) I have given the 
promife of it; the charter is fealed and delivered, and cannot 
be difannulled. Note, God’s promifes are God’s gifts, and. 
are fo to be accounted of. (2.) The poflefion is as /ure in - 
due time, as if it were now a¢tually dedvered to them : What 
God hath promifed is as fure as if it were already done : 
Hence it is faid, He that believes path everlafling hfe, John 
i. 26.3 for he fhall as furely po to heaven as if he were there 
already. , . 

2. A recital of the particulars granted, fuch as is ufual in 
the grants of lands. He fpecifies the boundaries of the land 
intended sheteby to be granted, ver. 18.: And then for the 
greater certainty, as is ufual in this cafe, he mentions in whofe 
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to. my maid, Ver. 2. 


Q2 


?enure and occupation thefe lands now were. ‘Ten feveral na- 
tions or tribes are here fpoken of, ver. 19;——21. that mult be 
caft out to make room for the /eed of Abram. They were 
not poffeffed of all thefe countries, when God brought them 
into Canaan: The bounds are fixed much narrower, Numb. 
XXxiv, 2, 3, 2’c. But, (1.) In David’s time, and Solomon’s, 
their jurifdiCtion extended to the utmoft of thefe limits, 2 Chron. 
ix. 26. (2.) It was their own fault that they were not foon- 
er and longer in pofleffion of all thefe territories. ‘They for- 
feited their right by their fins, and by their own floth and 
cowardice kept themfelves out of pofleflion. (3.) The land 
granted is here defcribed in its utmoft extent, becaufe it was 
to be a type of the heavenly inheritance, where there is room 
enough: La our father’s houfe there are many manfions, "The 
prefent occupants are named, becaufe their number and ftrength 
and long prefcription fhould be no hindrance to the accomplifh- 
ment of this promife in its feafon; and to magnify God’s love 
to Abram and his feed, in giving to that one nation the pof- 
fefion of many nations: So precious were they in his fight, 
and fo honourable, Va. xliii. 4. 


Galt AG Po SVE. 

Hagar is the perfon moftly concerned in the ftory of this 
chapter ; an obfcure Egyptian woman, whofe name 
and flory we had never heard of, if Providence had 

“not brought her into the family of Abram. Proba- 
bly foe was one of thofe maid-fervants which the king 
of Egypt (among other gifts) beftowed upon Abram, 
chap. xii. 16. Concerning her we have four things 
in this chapter: 1. Her marriage to Abram her maf- 
ter, ver. 1,—3. II. Her mifbehaviour towards Sa- 
rat her miftre/s, ver. 4,—6. Ill. Her difcourfe 
with an angel that met her in her fight, ver. 7,—14. 
IV. Her delivery of a fon, ver. 15, 16. 3 


Ow Sarai Abram’s wife bate him no chil- 
“& dren: and fhe had an handmaid an E.. 
egyptian, whofe name was Hagar. 2 And Sa- 


rai faid unto Abram, Behold now, the Lorp~ 


hath reftrained me from bearing: I pray thee 
go in unto my maid; it may be that I may 
obtain children by her: and Abram hearkened 
to the voice of Sarai. 3 And Sarai Abram’s 
wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after 
Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Ca- 
naan, and gave her to her hufband Abram to be 
his wife. 


We have here the marriage of Abram to Hagar, who was 
his fecondary wife. Herein, though he may be exeu/ed, he 
cannot be ju/fified: For from the beginning it was not fo; 
and when it was fo, it ,feems to have proceeded from an irre- 
gular defire to build up their families, for the fpeedier peopling 
of the world and the church. But now, we mu/f? not befo: 
Chrift has reduced this matter to the firft Inftitution, and 
makes the marriage-union to be between one man and one wo- 
man only. 

Now, Fur/?, The maker of this match (would one think it?) 
was Sarai herfelf: She faid to Abram, I pray thee, go in un- 
Note, (1.) It is the policy of Satan to 
tempt us by our neareft and-deareft relations, or thofe friends 
that we have an opinion of and an affection for. The tempta- 
tion is moft dangerous when it is fent by a hand that is leaft 
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Chap. XVI. 


fufpeéted. It is our wifdom therefore to confider, not fo much 


who fpeaks, as what is fpoken. (2.) God’s commands con- 
fult our own comfort and honour much better than our own 
contrivances do. It had been much more for Sarai’s intereft 
that Abram fhould have kept to the rule of God’s law, than 
that he fhould be guided by her foolifh projeéts ; but we often 
do ill for ourfelves. ; 
Second/y, The inducement to it was Sarai’s barrennefs. 
[1.] Sarai bare Abram no children. She was very fair, 
chap. xii. 14. and a very agreeable dutiful wife; a fharer with 
him in his large poflefons; and yet written chil/d/e/s. Note, 
1. God difpenfeth his gifts varioufly, /oading us with benefits, 
but not over-loading us: Some crofs or other is appointed to 
be an allay to great enjoyments. 2. The mercy of children is 
often given to the poor, and denied to the. rich; given to the 
wicked, and denied to good people ; though the rich have moft 
to leave them, and good people would take moft care of their 
education: God doth herein as ct hath pleafed him. 
[2.] She owned God’s providence in this affli€tion: The 


Lord hath refrained me from bearing. Note, (1.) As where 


children are, it is God that gives them, Gen. xxxiii. 5.; fo 
where they are wanted, it is he that with-holds them, Gen. 


xxx. 2. This evil is of the Lord. (2.) It becomes us to ac- ~ 


knowledge this, that we may bear it, and improve it as an af- 
fiction of his ordering for wife and holy ends. 

[3-] She ufed this as an argument with Abram to marry 
his maid, and he was prevailed with by this argument to do.it. 
Note, 1. When our hearts are too much fet upon any creature- 
comfort, we are eafily put upon the ufe of indire¢t methods for 
the obtaining of it: Inordinate defires commonly produce irre- 
gular endeavours: If our wifhes be not kept in a fubmifhion to 
God’s providence, our purfuits will fcarce be kept under the 


reftraints of his precepts. 2. It is for want of a firm dependance ° 


upon God’s promife, and a patient waiting God’s time, that 
we go out of the way of our duty. to catch at expected mercy: 
He that believes, doth not make hafte. 

Thirdly, Abram’s compliance with Sarai’s propofal, we have 
reafon to think, was from an earneft defire of the promifed 
Seed, on whom the covenant fhonld be entailed. God had 
told him that his heir fhould be a fon of his body, but had not 
yet told him it fhould be a fon by Sarai; therefore he thought, 
why not by Hagar, fince Sarai herfelf propofed it? Note, 1. 
Foul temptations may have very fair pretences, and be colour- 
ed with that which is mighty plaufible. .2. Flefhly wifdom, as 
it anticipates God's sme of mercy, fo it puts us out of God’s 
way. 3. This would be happily prevented if we would afk 
counfel of God, by the word and prayer, before we attempt 
that which is important and fufpicious. Herein Abram was 
wanting: He married wethout God’s confent. This perfua- 
fion came not of him that called him. 


4 4 And he went in unto Hagar, and fhe 
conceived : and when fhe faw that fhe had con- 
ceived, her miftrefs was defpifed in her eyes: 
5 And Sarai faid unto Abram, My wrong 6e¢ 
upon thee: I have given my maid into thy 
bofom; and when fhe faw that fhe had con- 
ceived, I was defpifed in her eyes: the Lorn 
judge between me and thee, 6 But Abram 
faid unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thy 
hand; do to her as it pleafeth thee. And when 
oe dealt hardly with her, fhe fled from her 
ace. | a 


We 


Chap. XVI. 


We have here the immediate: ill confequences of Abram’s 

~ wphappy marriage to Hagar: A deal of mifchief it made pre- 
fently. When we do not we/l, both fin and trouble sie at the 
door ; and we may thank ourfelves for the guilt and grief that 
follows us when we go out of the way of our duty. See it in 
this ftory. rat ‘ 

Firft, Sarai is defpifed, and thereby provoked, and put into 
a paflion, ver. 4. Hagar no fooner perceives herfelf with child 
by her matter, but fhe looks fcornfully upon her miftrefs ; up- 
braids her, perhaps with her barrennefs, and infults over her 
to make her to fret, (as 1 Sam. i, 6.); boafts of the profpect 
fhe had of bringing an heir to Abram, to that good land, and 
to the promife ; Now fhe thinks herfelf a better woman than 
Sarai, more favoured by heaven, and likely to be better beloved 
by Abram ; and therefore fhe will not take it as fhe has done. 
Note, 1. Mean and fervile {pirits, when favoured and advan- 
ced either by God or man, are apt to grow haughty and info- 
lent, and to forget their place and original. See Prov. xxix. 
21. & xXx. 21,—23. It is a hard thing to bear honour a- 

right. 2. We juftly fuffer by thofe whom we have finfully in- 
dulged ; and it is a righteous thing with God to make thofe 
inftruments of our trouble whom we have made inftruments of 
our fin; and to infnare us in our own evil counfels: He that 
rolleth this fone, it will return upon him. 

Secondly, Abram is clamoured upon, and cannot be eafy 
while Sarai is out of humour; She falls foul upon him inde- 
cently, and very unjuftly charges him with the injury, ver. 5. 
My wrong be upon thee; with a moft unreafonable. jealoufy, 
fufpedtiing that he countenanced Hagar’s infolence: And as 
one not willing to hear what Abram had to fay for the reéti- 
fying of the miftake, and the clearing of himfelf, fhe rafhly 
-appeals to God in the cafe, The Lora judge between me and 
thee; as if Abram had refufed to right her. Thus doth Sa- 
rai, in her paflion, fpeak as one of the fooli/h women /peaketh, 
Note, +. It is an abfurdity which paflionate people are often 
guilty of, to quarrel with others for that which they themfelves 
mutt bear the blame of: Sarai could not but own that /be had 
given her maid to Abram ; and yet fhe cries out, My wrong 
be upon thee, when fhe fhould have faid, What a fool was I 
to do fo? That is never faid wifely which pride and anger 
have the inditing of ; when paflion is upon the throne, reafon 
is out of doors, and is neither beard nor /poken. 2. Thofe 
are not always in the right that are moft loud and forward in 
appealing to God: Rafh and bold imprecations are commonly 
evidences of guilt and a bad caufe. ‘ 

Thirdly, Hagar is affli€ted, and driven the houfe, ver. 6. 
Obferve, — 

1. Abram’s meeknefs refigns the matter of the maid-fervant 
to Sarai, whofe proper province it was to rule that part of the 
family: Thy maid is in thine hand. Though fhe ‘was bis 
wife, he would not countenance or proteét her in any thing 
that was difrefpeciful to Sarai; for whom he ftill retained the 
fame affection that ever he had. Note, Thofe who- would 
keep up peace and love, muit return foft anfwers to hard aceu- 
fations. Hufbands and wives particularly fhould agree, and 
endeavour not to be both angry together: Yeelding pacifies 
great offences. See Prov. xv. 1. eee 

2. Sarai’s paflion will be revenged upon Hagar: She dealt 
hardly with ber ; not only confining her to her .ufual place 
and work as a fervant, but probably.making her to ferve with ri- 
gour. Note, God takes notice of, and is difpleafed with, the 
hardfhips which harfh mafters unreafonably put; upon their fer- 
vants: ‘They ought to forbear threatening, with Job’s thought, 
Dia not he that made me make him? Job xxxi. 15. 

3. Hagar’s pride. cannot bear it; her high fpirit is become 
impatient of rebuke: She fled fram her face. She not only 


- in a finful way, either by confcience or providence. 
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avoided her wrath for the prefent, as David did Saul’s; but 
fhe totally deferted her fervice, and run away from the houfe ; 
Forgetting, (1.) What wrong the thereby did to her miftrefs, 
whofe fervant fhe was; and to’her mafter, whofe wife fhe was. 
Note, Pride will hardly be reftrained by any bonds of duty, 
no, not by'many. (2.) ‘That fhe herfelf had firft given the 
provocation, by dé/pifing her miftrefs. Note, Thofe that fuffer 
for their faults, ought to dear it patiently, 1 Pet, ii, 20. 


4 J And the angel of the Lorn found her by 
a fountain of water in the wildernefs, by the 
fountain in the way toShur. 8 And he faid, 
Hagar, Sarai’s maid, whence cameft thou? and 
whither wilt thou go? And fhe faid, I flee from 
the face of my miftrefs Sarai. g And the angel 
of the Lord faid unto her, Return to thy mi- 
trefs, and fubmit thyfelf under her hands. 


Here is the firft mention we have in {cripture of an angel’s 
appearance. Hagar was a type of she /aw, which was given 
by the aifpofttion of angels ; but the world to come ts not put 
in fubjection to them, Heb. it. 5. Obferve, ‘ 

Firff, How the angel arre/ed her in her flight, ver. 7. It 
fhould feem fhe was making towards her own country; for, 
fhe was in the way-to Shur, which lay towards Egypt. It 
were well if our afflictions would make us think of our home, 
the better country. But Hagar was now out of her place, and 
out of the way of her duty, and going further aftray, when the 
angel found her. Note, 1. It isa great mercy to be {topped 
2. God 
fuffers thofe that are out of the way to wander a while, that 
when they fee their folly, and what a lofs they have brought 
themfelves to, they may be the better difpofed to return. Hagar 
was not flopped till fhe was zn the wilderne/s, and fet down 
weary enough, and glad of fair weather to refrefh herfelf with: 
God brings us into a wilderne/s, and there meets us, Hof. 
ie 14. 

Secondly, How he examined her, ver. 8. He called her 
Hagar, Sarai’s maid, (1.) As a check to her pride: Though. 
fhe was Abram’s wife, and, as, fuch, was obliged to return ; 
yet he calls her Sarai’s maid, to humble her. Note, ‘Though 
civility teach us to call others by their higheft titles, yet. bu- 
mility and wifdom teach us to call ourfelves by the lowett. 
(2.) As a rebuke to her flight: Sarai’s maid onght to be in 
Sarai’s tent, and not wandering in the wildernefs, and /aun- 
tering by a fountain of water. Note, It is good for ‘us of- 


_ten to call in mind what our place and relation.is.. See Eccl.. 
Ke ge 


Now, 1. The queftions the angel put to her were proper 
and very pertinent. (1.) Whence camef thou? Confider 
that thou art running “away, both from the duty thou watt 
bound to, and the privileges thou waft bleffed with, in A- 
bram’s tent. Note, It ts a great advantage to live in a relig 
ous family ; which thofe ought to confider who have that ad- 
vantage, and. upon eyery flight inducement are forward to quit 
it. (2.) Whither wilt thow go? Thou art running thyfelf 
into fin in Egypt; if fhe return to-that people, fhe will return 
to their gods: And into danger in the wildernefs, through 
which fhe muft travel, Deut. viii. 15. Note, Thofe who are 
forfaking God. and their duty, would do well to remember, 
not only whence they are fallen but whither they are falling. 
See Jer. i. 18. What haf thou to do (with Hagar) in ‘the 
way of Egypt? John vi. 68. 

2. Her anfwer was honeft, and a fair confeffion: 7 flce 
Srom the face of my mifirefs, An which, (1.) She acknow- 
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ledges her fault in fleeing from her miftrefs; and yet, (2.) 
Excufes it, that it was from the face or difpleafure of her 
miftrefs. Note, Children and fervants muft be treated with 
mildnefs and gentlenefs, left we provoke them to take any 1r- 
regular courfes, and fo become acceflary to their fin, which 
will condemn us, though it will not ju/itfy them. 

Thirdly, How he feat her back, with fuitable and. compaf- 
fionate counfel, ver. 9. Retura to thy mifiris, eaceyal 
thyfelf under ber band. ‘* Go home, and humble thyfelf for 
what thou haft done amifs; and beg pardon, and refolve for 
the future to behave thyfelf better.” He makes no queftion 
but fhe would be welcome, though it doth not appear that A- 
-bram fent after her. Note, Thofe that are gone away from 


their place and duty, when they are convinced of their error, — 


miuft haften their retura and reformation, how mortifying foe- 
ver it may be. 


10 And the angel of the Lorp faid unto her, | 
I. will multiply thy feed exceedingly, that it | 
11 And | 
the angel of the Lorp faid unto her, Behold, | 
thou art with child, and fhalt bear a fon, and | 
fhalt call his name Ifhmael; becaufe the Lorp | 
12 And he will be | 
a wild man; his hand will be againft every | 
man, and every man’s hand againit him: and | 
he fhall dwell in the prefence of all his bre- | 
13 And fhe called the name of the | 
Lorp that fpake unto her, Thou God feeft me: | 
for fhe faid, Have I alfo here looked after him | 
that feeth me? 14 Wherefore-the well was | 


fhall not be numbered for multitude. 


hath heard thy affliction. 


thren. 


called Beer-la-hai-roi; behold, zt zs between 
Kadefh and Bered. 


We may fuppofe that the angel having given Hagar that 
good counfel, ver: 9. to return to ber nrftrefs, fhe immedi- 
ately promifed to do fo, and was fetting her face homewards ; 
and then the angel went on to encourage ‘her with an affu- 
rance of the mercy God ‘had in ftore for her and her feed. 
For God will meet thofe with mercy that are returning to 
their duty: 7 faid, 1 will confefs ; and thou forgave, Pial. 
“SRK. §- 

Here is, Frrf, A prediGion concerning her pofterity, given 
her for her comfort in her prefent diftrefs. Notice is taken 
of her condition: “ Behold, thou art with child; and there- 
fore this is not a fit place for thee to be in.”? Note, It isa 
great comfort to women with child to think that they are 
under the particular cognifance and care of the Divine Provi- 
dence. God gracioufly confiders that cafe, and fuits fupports 
to it. 

Now, [1.] The angel affures her of a fafe defivery; and 
that of a fon, which Abram defired. This fright and ramble 
of her’s might have made her w/carry ; but God dealt not 
swith her according to her folly: Yhou /hait' bear a fon. She 
was faved wn child-bearing, not only by Providence, but by 
promife. 

[2.] He’xames her child, which was an honour both ‘to 
her and it: Call him L/bmael, God will hear ; and the reafon 
is, becaufe the Lord path heard: He ha.hb, and therefore he 
will. Note, The experience we have had of God’s {eafon- 
able kindnefs to us in diftrefs, fhould encourage us ‘to hope for 
the like help in the like exigences: Pfal.x.17. He hath 
beard of thy agiétion. Note, 1. Even there where there is 
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little cry of devotion, the God of pity fometimes gravioufly 
hears the cry of afflition: Tears fpeak as well as prayers. 
This fpeaks comfort to the afflicted, that God-not only fees 
what their afliGions are, but bears what they fay. 2. That 
feafonable fuccours in a day of affliction, ought to be always’ - 
remembered with thankfulnefs to God: ‘ Such a time, in 
fach a ftrait, The Lord heard the voice of my affliction, and 
thelped me,’? Pfal. xxxi. 22... 

{3.] He promifes her a numerous offspring, ver. 10. J wll 
multiply thy feed exceedingly; Heb. Multiplying, I will mu- 
tiply it; i.e. multiplying it in every age, fo as to perpetuate 
it. It is fuppofed that the Turks, at this day, defcend from 
lfhmael, and they are a great people, his was in purfuance 
of the promife made to Abram, chap. xii. 16. J will make . 
thy Jeed'as the duf of the earth. Note, Many that are chil- 
dren of godly parents, have, for their fakes, a very large fhare 
of outward common bleflings, though, like Jfnmacl, they are 
not taken into covenant. Many are muiltiplied that are not 


fantified, 


[4.] He gives a character of the child fhe fhould bear. 
which, however it may feem to us, pethaps was net very dif- 
agreeable to her, ver. 12. He well be a wild man: 4 wild 
afs of a man, fo the word is; rude, and bold, and fearing no 
man; untamed, untradtable, living at large, and impatient of 
fervice and reftraint. Note, The children of the bond-woman 
who are out of covenant with God, are, as they were born, 
hike the wild of\’s coit: it is grace that reclaims men, civilizeth 
them, and makes them wife and gocd for fomething. It is 
foretold, (1.) That he fhould live in /rifc, and in a ftate of 
war: Ais band againft every man, thatis his fin; and eveny 
man’s hand againf? hun. that is his punifhment. Note, Thofe 
that have turbulent {pirits have commonly troubleforre lives: 
They that are provoking, vexatious, and injurious to others, 
muft expect to be repaid in their own coin. He that has his 
hand and tongue againft every man, fhall have every man’s - 
hand and tongue againft him, and has‘no reafon to complain 
of it. And yet, (2.) That he fhould live in /afety, and hold 


| his own againit all the world: He /hall dwell tn the prefence 


of all bis brethren, "Though threatened and. infulted by all 
his neighbours, yet he fhall keep his ground, and, for Abram’s 
fake more than his own, fhall be able to make his part good 
with them. Accordingly we read, Gen. xxv. 18. that be 
died, ias he lived, in the prefence of all his brethren. Note, 
Many that are much expo/ed by their own imprudence, yet are” 
{trangely pre/erved by the divine Providence; fo much better 
is God to them than they deferve, who not only forfert their 
lives by fin, but hazard them. 

Secondly, Tagar’s pious refle€tion upon this gracious ap- 
ieee of God to her, ver. 13, 14. Obferve,.in what fhe 
aid, ‘ 
(1.] Her awful adoration of God’s »omnifcience and pro- 
vidence, with application of it to herfelf: She called the name 
of the Lord tha: Jpcke unto ber, {i. e. thus the made confef- 
fion of his name, this the-faid to his praife,) Thou, God, fee/t 
me: This fhould ‘be, «with her, his name for ever, and this 
his memorial, by which fhe will know him, and remember 
him while fhe lives, Thow, God, fee? me. Note, 1, The 
God with whom we have to do, is a feeing God, an all-feeing 
God. God is (as the ancients expreffed it) a// eye. 2dly, 
We ought to acknowledge this with application to onrfelves : 
He that fees all, fees me; as David, (Plal. cxxxix. 1.) 0 
God, thou haf) frarched me, and known me, —3dly, A believ- 
ing regard to God.as.a God shar fees us, will be of great ufo 
to usin our returns to him, Itisa proper word for a penitent, 
(1.) Thou fees my fin ond folly. Uhave finned before thee, 
faith the prodigals a thy fight, faith David. (2.) Thou feof 
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‘he: took of a poor woman in diftrefs. 


my furrow and offition. This Hagar efpecially refers to: 
When we have brought ourfelves into diftrels by our own fol- 
ly, yet God has not forfaken us. (3.) Thou feeff the fincert= 
ty and ferioufre efi Of my return and repentance. ‘Thou feeft 


» my fecret mournings for fin, and fecret motions towards thee. 


(4.). Thou fecit-me, if in any inftance I depart from thee, 
Pfal. xliv. 20, 21. This thought fhould always. retrain. us 


from fin, and excite us to duty, shou, God, /ee/l me. 


2. | Her humble admiration of God’s favour to her: Have 
I er aljo looked afier lim that feeth me 2 “ Fave 1 here 
fren the back parts of him that feeth me?” fo. it might be 
read; for the werd is much the fame with that, Exod. xxxiit. 
23.: She faw not face to ace, but as through a glafs dark- 
ly, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. Probably fhe knew not who it was that 
talked with her, till he was departing, as Judg. vi. 22. and 
Mili. 20.; and then fhe /ooked after him, with a refleStion. like 
that of the two-.difciples, Luke xxiv. 31, 32. Or, Have I 
here feen. him that fees me? Note, 1. ‘That the. communion 
which holy fouls have with God, corifiits) +resthien having an 
eye of faith towards him as a God that has an eye of favour 
towards them, ‘The intercourfe is kep, up by the eye. 2. 
That the privilege of our communion with God, is to be look- 
edi upon with wonder and. admiration, confidering what we are 
who are admitted to this favour. Have I? I that am fo 
mean I that am fo vile? 2 Sam. vii. 18. Confidering the 
place where we are. thus favouredi; here alfa: Not only in 
fxbram’s tent, and at his altar; but bere al/oy in this wilder- 
nefs? bere, where I never expected it, where I was out of 
the way of my duty ; Lord, bow zs it ? Johaxv. 22. Some 
make the anfwer to this queltion to be negative, and fo look 
upon it-as a penitent reflection: Have I here alfo,in my dif 
trefs and: affliction, /oaked after God? No, I was as. carelefs 
and. unmindful of him: as ever I ufed to be, and yet he has 
thus vifited. and regarded. me: For God often prevents: us 
with his favours, and is found of thofe that /eek him not, Ifa. 
Exe aes ° 
[3.] The: name. which this. gavé to the place, ver. rq. 
Beer-lakairor; The well of him that lives and fees me. \t is 
likely Hagar put this name upon it, and it was retained long 
after.2m perpeivant ret memoriam. ‘This was the place where 
the God of glory manifefted the fpecial cognifance and care 
Note, 1. He that is 
all-feeing is ever-living ; he Aves and fees us. 2. ‘J hofe that 
are gractoufly admitted into communion with God, and receive 
feafonable comforts from. him, fhould ¢e// others what he has 
done for their fouls, that they alfo may be encouraged to feek 
him and traft in him, 3. God’s gracious manifeftations of 


“himfelf'to us are to be had in everlafting remembrance by us, 


and: fhould never be forgotten. 


15, § And Hagar bare Abram a fon: and A- 


_bram called his fon’s name which Hagar bare, 


Ifhmael. 16 9 And Abram was fourfcore 
and fix years old, when ae bare: Ifhmael to 
Abram. 


It is here taken for granted, though not exprefsly:recorded, 
that Hagar did as the angel commanded her, returned to. her 
miftrefs, and fubmitted herfelf, and then in the fulnefs. of time 
fhe brought forth her fon. Note, Thofe who obey divine 
precepts fhall have the comfort of divine promifes. This was 


the fon of the bond-woman that was bora after the flzfh, Gal. 


iv. 23. reprefenting the unbelieving Jews, ver. 25. Note, 


(1.) Many who can call Abraham Father, yet are born af- 
ter the fl-{h, Mat. iii. 9. (2.) The carnal feed in the church 
are fooner brought forth than the fpiritual. It is an eafier 


ENESTIS. 


| years after the birth of Ifimael. 
. feem, God’s extraordinary appearancesito Abram were inter - 


| featt, on this fide heaven. 


_rying of Hagar. 
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thing to perfuade men to affume the form of godline/s, than to 
fubmit to the power of godliae/s. e 


CHAP. XVII. 


This chapter contains articles of agreement covenanted 
and concluded upon between the great Febovab, the 
Father af mercies, on the one part; and pious A- 
bram, the father of the faithful, on the other part : 
Abram is therefore called the friend of God, not on- 
ly becaufe be was the man of his counfel, but becaufe 
be was the man of his covenant ; both the e. fecrets 
were with him. Mention was made of Wine hana 
chap. xv. 18.; but here wt ts particularly drawn up 
and put into the form of a covenant, that Abram 
might have {trong confolation. Here is, 1. The cir= 
cumftances of the making of this covenant: The time 
and manner, ver. 1.; and the pofture Abram was in, 
ver. 3. Ik. Lhe covenant itfelf. In the general: 
Scope of it, ver. 1. And after in the particular in- 
ftances : (2.) That he foould be the father of many 
nations, ver. 4, 6.3; and in token ofthat, his name 
was changed, ver. §. (2+) That God would: be 
a God to him and bis See, ana would give them 
the land of Canaan, ver. 7, 8.: And the feal of this 
part of the covenant was circumcifion, ver. 9,—14. 
~(3+). That he foould have a fon by Sinai; and in to- 
ken of that, her name was changed, ver. 1s, 16. 
Lhis promife Abram received, ver. 19.3 and his re- 
queft for L/bmael, (ver. 18. \ was anfwered abundant- 
ly to his. fatisfathon, ver. 19,—22. Ill. The -cir~ 
cumcifion of Abram, and his family, aang to. 
God's appointment, ver. 23, ad fin. 


ND when Abram was ninety years old and” 
nine, the Lorn appeared to Abram, and 


: faid unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk 
| before me, and be. thou perfect. 
‘make my covenant between me and thee, and I 
_ will multiply thee exceedingly.. 3 And Abram, 


2 And f will 


fell on his face: and God talked with him, 


_ faymg,— 


Here is, /irfl, The-time when God made Abram this gra--- 
cious vifit: When he was ninety-nine years old; full thirteen 


[1.] So ee gy it fhould! 


mitted, and all the communion he had’ with. God was only i in? 
the ufual way of ordinances and providences. Note, ‘There 


* are fome f{pecial comforts which are not the datly bread, no,.- 


not of the beft faints, but they are favoured with them now 
and then. Convenient food they have, but not a continual 
[2.] So long the promife’ of [faac 
was deferred, 1/7, Perhaps to correét Abram’s over-hafty mar- 
Note, ‘ihe’ comforts: we finfully anticipate 


are jultly delayed. . 2d/y, ‘That Abram and Sarai being fo far 


- ftricken in age, God's power in this matter might be the more ~ 


magnified, and their faith the more trieds’. See Deut. xxxii. - 
36. John xi. 6,15. 3dly, That a child fo: long: waited for ~, 
miglit be an ek a fon indeed, Ma. liy. 1. 

Secondly, The way in which God made this covenant with 
him: The Lord appeared to Abram, in the Shechinah, fome 
vifible difplay.of God’s immediate glorious prefence with him. 

Note,-. 
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Note, God firft makes himfelf known to us, and gives us a 
Sight of him by faith ; and then takes us into his covenant. 

Thirdly, The pofture Abrarn put himfelf into upon this oc- 
cafion: He fell on his face while God talked with him, ver. 
3, Either, (1.) As one overcome by the brightnefs of the Di- 
vine Glory, and unable to bear the fight of it, though he had 
feen it feveral times before: Daniel and John did fo likewife, 
though they were alfo acquainted with the vifions of the Al- 
mighty, Dan. viii. 17. and x. 9,15. Rev. i. 17, Or, (2.) 
As one afhamed of himfelf, and blufhing to think of the ho- 
nour done to one fo unworthy: He looks upon himfelf-with 
humility, and upon God with reverence; and, in token of both, 
falls on his face, putting himfelf into a pofture of adoration. 
Note, 1. God gracioufly condefcends to ta/é with thofe whom 
he takes into covenant and coramunion with himfelf: He ta/és 
with them by his word, Prov. vi. 22.; talks with them by 
his Spirit, John xiv. 26. This honour have all his faints. 
2. Thofe that are admitted into fellowfhip with God, are, and 
mutt be, very humble and very reverent in their approaches to 
him. * If we fay we have fellow/bip with him, and the fa- 
miliarity breeds contempt, we deceive ourfelves. 3. Thole 
that would receive comfort from God, mutt fet themfelves to 
give glory to God, and to wor/hip at his footfool. 

Fourthly, The general {cope aad fummary of the covenant, 
laid down as the -foundation on which all the reft was built : 
And it is no other than the covenant of grace, {till made with 
all believers in Jefus Chrift, ver. 1. Obferve here, 

[x.] What we may expect to find God to us: am the 
Almighty God. By this name he chofe to make himfelf known 
to Abram, rather than by his name Fehovab, Exod. vi. 3. 
He ufed it to Jacob, Gen. xxxv. 11. They called him by 
this name, Gen. xxvill. 3. xlili. 14. and xlvili..3. It-is the 
name of God that is moftly ufed throughout the book -of Job, 
at leaft thirty times in the difcourfes of that book, in-which 
Fehovah is ufed but once. After Mofes, Fehovah is more 
frequently ufed, and ¢hzs very rarely. ‘¢ I am El-fhaddai :” 
Tt fpeaks the almighty power of God, either, 1. As an aven- 
ger, from IW, he de/ffroyed, or laid wa/te, fo fome ; and they 
think God took this title from the deftruétion of the old world. 
This is countenanced by Ha. xiii. 6. and Joel i. 15. Or, 2. 


As a benefactor, W for WN who, and it fuficeth: He . 


is a God that 1s enough; or, as our old Englifh tranflation 


* reads it here very fignificantly, J am God all-fufficient. Note, ¢ 


The God-awith whom we have to do, isa God that is enough. 
(1.) He is enough in himfelf; he is felf-fufficient ; he hath e- 
very thing, and he needs not any thing. (2.) He is enough 
to us, if we be in covenant with him: We have a// in. him, 
and we have enough in him; enough to fatisfy our moft en- 
larged’ defires, enough to fupply the defect of every thing elfe, 
and to fecure to us a happinefs for our immortal fouls: fee 
Pial; xvi.’ 5, 6. and'Ixxiii, 25. 

[2.] What God requires that we be to him ; (the covenant 
is-mutual:) Walk before me, and be thou perfec? ; that is, 
upright and fincere; for herein the cevenant of grace is well 
ordered, that fincerity is our gofpel-perfeGion. Obferve, 1. 
That to be religions, is to walk before God in our integrity 
It is-to:fet God always before us, and to think and {peak and 
aét in every thing as thofe that ‘are always under his eye: It 
is to have a conftant regard+o his word as our rule, and to 
his glory as our end, in all our aétions ; and to be continually 
in his fear: It is to be znward with him in all the duties of 
religious worfhip; for in them particularly we. walk before 
God, 1 Sam. ii. 30.3 and to be entire for him in all holy con- 
verfation, lsknow no religion but fincerity 2. That upright 
walking with God is the condition of our intereft in his all- 
fofficiency. If we negleét him, or diffemble with him, we for- 
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feit the benefit and comfort of our relation to him. 3. A con- 
tinual regard to God’s all-fufficiency will havea great influence 
upon our upright walking with him. — 


- 4 As for.me, behold, my covenant 7s with. . 
thee, and thou fhalt bea father of many nations. 
5 Neither fhall thy name any more be called 
Abram; but thy name fhall be Abraham ; for 
a father of many nations have I made thee. 6 
And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I 
will make nations of thee; and kings fhall come 
out of thee. . 


The promife here is introduced with folemnity: 4s for me, 
(faith the great God,) bebo//, (behold and admire it, behold 
and be affured of it,) my covenant ts with thee; (as before, 
ver. 2. I will make my covenant.) Note, The covenant of 
grace is a covenant of God’s own making: This he glories in, 
As for me; and fo may we. Now here, 

Firfi, It is promifed to Abram, that he fhould be @ father 
of many nations. That is, (1.) That his feed after the flefh 
fhould be very numerous, both in Ifaac and in Ifhmael, and in- 
the fons of Keturah. Something extraordinary is doubtlefs 
included in this promife; and we may fuppofe the event an- 
fwered ity and that there have been, and are more of the chil- 
dren of men defcended from Abram than from any one man 
at equal diftance with him from Noah the common root. (2.) 
That all believers, in every age, fhould be looked upon as his 
fpiritual feed ; and he fhould be called, not only the friend of 
God, but the father of the faithful. In this fenfe, the apoftle 
direéts us to underftand this promife, Rom. iv. 16,17. He 
is the father of thofe, in every nation, that by faith enter into 
covenant with God, and (as the Jewifh writers exprefs it) are 
gathered under the wings of the Divine Majelty. 

Secondly, In token of this, his name was changed from A- 
bram, a high father, to Abraham, the father of a multitude. 
This was, (1.) To put'an honour upon him. It is fpoken of 
as the glory of the church, that fhe fhall be called by a new 
name, which the mouth of the Lord fhall name, Va, \xii. 2. 
Princes dignify their favourites by conferring new titles upon 
them ; thus was Abraham dignified by him that is indeed the 
Fountain of honour: All believers have a new name, Rev. ii. 
17. Some think it added to the honour of Abraham’s new 
name, that a letter of the name Yehovah was inferted into it ; 
as it was a difgrace to Jeconiah to have the firft fyllable of his 
name cut off, becaufe it was the fame with the firft fyllable of 
that facred name, Jer. xxii. 28. Believers are named from 
Chrift, Eph. iii. 15. (2.) To encourage and confirm the 
faith of Abraham. While he was childlefs, perhaps even his 
own name was fometimes an occafion of grief to him; why 
thould he be icalled a high father, who was not a father at 
all? But now God had promifed him a numerous iffue, and 
had given him a name which fignified fo much, that name was 
his joy. Note, God ca/leth things that are not as though 
they were, It is the apoltle’s obfervation upon this very thiag, 
Rom. iv. 17. He called Abraham the father of a vobleteade, 
becaufe he thould prove to be fo in due time, though as yet he 
had but one child, st 


7 And I will eftablifh my covenant between 
me and thee, and thy feed after thee, in their 
generations, for an everlafting covenant; to be . 
a God: unto thee, and to thy feed after thee.’ 
8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy feed af-. 

ter 
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ter thee, the land wherein thou art a ftranger, 
all the land of Canaan, for an everlafting pof- 
feffion ; and I will be their God. 9 And God 
faid unto Abraham, Thou fhalt keep my cove- 
nant therefore, thou, and thy feed after thee, 
in their generations. 10 This 7s my covenant, 
which ye fhall keep between me, and you, and 
thy feed after thee, Every man-child among 
you fhall be circumcifed. 11 And ye fhall cir- 


cumeife the flefh of your forefkin and it fhall . 


be a token of the covenant betwixt me and 
you. 12 And he that is eight days old fhall be 
circumcifed among you, every man-child in 
your generations, he that is born in the houfe, 
or bought with money of any ftranger, which 
zs not of thy feed. 13 He that is born in thy 
houfe, and he that is bought with thy money, 
muft needs be circumcifed: and my covenant 
fhall be in your flefh for an everlafting cove- 
nant. 14 And the uncircumcifed man-child 
whofe flefh of his forefkin is not circumcifed, 
- that foul fhall be cut off from his people: he 
- hath broken my covenant. 


Here is, Firf, The continuance of the covenant, intimated 
in three things. (1.) It is efabk/hed, not to be altered or 
revoked ; it is fixed, it.is ratified, it is made as firm as the di- 
vine power and truth can make it. (2.) It is entazled: It is 
‘a covenant, not with Abraham only, then it would die with 
him, but with his /eed afier him; not only his feed after the 
flefh, but his fpiritual feed. (3.) It is ever/a/fing, in the evan- 
gelical fenfe and meaning of it. The covenant of grace is ever- 
lafing ; it is from everlafting in the counfels of it, and to e- 
ver/lafling in the confequences of it; and the external admini- 
ftration of it is tranfmitted with the feal of it to the feed of be- 

 hievers, and the internal adminiftration of it by the Spirit to 
Chrift’s feed in every age. 

Secondly, ‘The contents of the covenant: It is a covenant 
of promifes, exceeding great and precious: promifes. Here are 
two, which indeed are all-fufficient: (1.) That God would 
be therr God, ver. 7,8. All the privileges of the covenant, 
all its joys, and all its hopes, are fummed up in this: A man 
needs defire no more than this to make him happy. What 
God is himfelf, that he will be to his people: His wifdom 
theirs, to guide and counfel them; his power theirs, to protect 
and fapport them; his goodnefs theirs, to fupply and comfort 
them. © What faithful worfhippers can expect from the God 
they ferve, believers fhall find in God as theirs. This is e- 
nough, yet not all. (z.) Tioat Canaan fhould be their ever- 
lating poffefion, ver. 8. God had before promifed this land 
to Abraham and his feed, cha». xv. 18.: But here, where it 
is promifed for an everlafling poff ffion, fure it mult be looked 
upon as a type-of heaven’s happinefs, that everlafting reft which 
remains for the people of God, Heb. iv. 9. his is that ber- 
ter country to which Abraham had an eye, and the grant of 

‘ which was that which anfwered the vaft extent and compafs 
of that promife, That God would be to them a God; fo that 
if God had.not prepared and defigned this, he would have been 
afhamed to be called their God, Heb. xi. 16. As the land of 

-Canaan was fecured to the feed of Abraham according to the 
fleth; fo heaven is fecured to all his {piritual. feed by a cove- 
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nant, and for a poffeflion truly ever/afling. ‘The offer of this 


_ eternal liféis made in the word, and confirmed.by the facra- 


ments, to all that are under the external adminittration of the 
covenant, and the earneft-of it is given to all believers, Eph. i. 
14. ~Canaan is here faid to be the land wherein Abraham 
was a flranger ; and heaven is a land to wiich we*are yet 
Jirangers, for it doth not yet appear what we foill be. 
Thirdly, Vhe token of the covenant: And that is czrcum- 
cifion; for the fake of which, the covenant is itfelf called the 
covenant of cirtumcifion, Ads vii. 8. It is here faid to be 


the covenant which Abraham and his feed muft ecp, as a co= 


py or counterpart, ver. 9, 10.5 it is called a Anand /eat, 
Rom. iv. 11. - For it was, (1.): A confirmation to Abraham 
and his feed of thofe promifes which were God’s part of the 
covenant, affuring them that they fhould be fulfilled, ‘that in 
due time Canaan fhould be theirs: and the continuance of this 
ordinance after Canaan was theirs, intimates, that that pro~ 
mife looked further to another Canaan, which they mutt till 
be in expectation of : See Heb. iv. 8. (2.) An obligation up- 
on Abraham and his feed to that duty which was sherr part of 
the covenant : not only to the duty of accepting the covenant, 
and confenting to it, and the putting away of the corruption of 
the flefh, which were more immediately and primarily fignified 
by circumcifion ; but, in general, to the obfervation of all 
God’s commands, as they fhould at any time hereafter be in- 
timated and made known to them: For circumc¢ifion made 
men debtors to do the whole law, Gal. v. 3. They who will 
have God to be to them a God, mutt confent and refolve to 


| be to him a people. 


Now, [1.] Circumcifion was a bloody ordinance ; for all 
things by the law were purged with blood, Heb. ix. 22. See 
Exod. xxiv. 8. But the blood of Chrift being fhed, all bloody 
ordinances are now abolifhed ; circumcifion therefore gives way 
to baptifm. [2.] It was peculiar to the males, though the 
women alfo were included in the covenant ; for the man is the 
head of the woman. In our kingdom, the oath of allegiance 
is required only from men. Some think the blood of the males 
only was fhed in cireumcifion, becaufe refpeét was had in it to 
Jefus Chrift and his blood.’ [3.] It was the flefh of the fore- 
{kin that was to be cut off, becaufe it is by ordinary genera- 
tion that fin is propagated, and with an eye to the Promifed 
Seed, who was to come from the loins of Abraham. Chrift 
having not yet offered bimfelf for us, God would have man to 
enter into covenant by the offering of fome part of his own bo- 
dy ; and no part could be better {pared. It is a /ecret part of 
the body; for the true cireumcifion is that of the heart: This 
honour God put upon an uncomely part, 1 Cor. xii. 23, 24. 
[4.] The ordinance was to be adminiftered to children when 
they were eight days o/d,and not fooner; that they might gather 
fome ftrength to be able to undergo the pain of it, and that at 
lea{t one fabbath might pafs over them. [[5.] ‘Ihe childrén 
of the ftrangers, of whom the mafter of the family’ was the true 
domeftic owner, were to be circumetfed, ver. 12, 13.3 which 
looked favourably upon the Gentiles, who thould, in due time, 
be brought into the family of Abraham, by faith: See Gal. iii. 
14, [6.] The religious obfervance of this in{titution wag re- 
quired under a very fevere penalty, ver. 14.. ‘he contempt 
of circumcifion was a contempt of the covenant. If the pa- 
rents did not circumcife their children, it was at their peril; “as 
in the cafe of Mofes, Exod. iv. 24, 25. And thofe that were 
not circumcifed in their infancy, if, when they grew up, they 
did not themfelves come under this ordinance, God would: 
furely reckon with them: If they cut not off the fleth of their 
fore-fkin, God would eut them off from their people. Itisa 
dangerous thing to make Jight of divine inftitutions, and to live 
in the neglect of them. 


N ! 15 qAnd 
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of her, ver. 16. 


, of I feac, 
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13 ¢ And God faid unto Abraham, As for 
Sarai thy wife; thou fhalt not call her name Sa- 
rai, but Sarah /bal/ her name be. 16 And I 
will blefs her, and give thee a fon alfo of her: 
yea, I will blefs her, and fhe fhall be a mother 
of nations; kings of people fhall be of her. 17 
Then Abrabam fell upon his face, and laugh- 
ed, and. faid in his heart, Shall a child be born 
unto him that ts an hundred years old? and 
fhall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? 18 
And Abraham faid unto God, O that Hhmael 
might live before thee! 19 And God faid,; $a- 
rah thy wife fhall bear thee a fon indeed ; and 
thou fhalt call his name Ifaac: and I will efta- 
blifh my covenant with him for an everlafting 
covenant, avd with his feed after him. zo And 
as for Ifhmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I 
have blefled him, and will make him fruitful, 
and will multiply him exceedingly: twelve 
princes fhall he beget, and I will make him a 
great nation. 21 But my covenant will I efta- 
blifh with Ifaac, whom Sarah {hall bear unto 
thee at this fet time in the next year. 22 And 
he left off talking with him, and God went up 

rom Abraham. 


Here is, Fir, The promife made to Abraham of a fom by. 
Sarai; that fon in whom the promife made to him fhould be 
fulfilled, that he fhould be the father of many nations ; for fhe 
alfo fhall be a mother of nations, and kings of people fhall be 
Note, 1. God reveals the purpofes of his 
good-will to his people-by degrees. God had told Abraham 
long before, that he fhould have a fon; but never till now, that 
he fhould have a fon by Sarai. 2. The blefling of the Lord 
makes fruitful, and adds no /errow with it, no fuch forrow as 
was in tlagar’s cafe. f wal! blefs ber with: the blefling of 
fruitfulnefs: and then, thou fhalt have a fon of her. 3. Ci- 
vil government and order is a great blefling to the church. It 
is promifed, not only that pecp/e, but kings of people fhould be 
of her ; not a heedlefs rout, but 2 well modelled well governed 
fociety. : ‘ 

Secondly, The ratification of this promife was the change of 
Sarai’s name into Sarah, ver. 15.3 the fame letter added to 
her name that was’'to Abraham's, and for the fame reafons. 
Sara: fignifies my prince/s, as if her honour were confined to 
one family only ; Sarah fignifies a prince/s, viz. of multitudes; 
or, fignifying that from her fhould come the Mefiah the Prince, 
even the Prince of the kings of the earth. - 

Thirdly, Abraham’s joyful and thankful entertainment of 
this gracious promife, ver. 17. Upon this occafion he expref- 
fed, (1.) Great humility: Me fe// on bis face. Note, The 
more honours and favours God confers upon us, the more low 
we fhould be in oar own eyes, and the more reverent and fub. 
miflive before God. (2.) Great joy: He /aughed. “It was 
a laughter of délight, not of diftruft. Note, Even the promifes 
of a holy God, as well as his performances, are the joys of ho- 
ly fouls: here is the joy of faith, as well as the joy of frui- 
tion. Now. it was that Abraham rejoiced to fee Chrifi’s day ; 
now ¢ faivit and jvas glad, John viil.\56.3 for as he faw hea- 
ven in the promife of Canaan, fo he faw Chrift in the promife 
(3.) Great admiration; Sba/la child be born to 


. haying that which they hope for; This is /angbter that is not 
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him that is an hundred years old! W®™pth not here fpeak 

of it as at all doubtful; for we are fure he flaggered not at 

the promife, Rom. iv. 20.: But as very wonderfu/, and that 

which could not be effected but by the almighty power of God; 

and as very kind, and a favour which was the more affeding 

and ob/iging for this, that it was extremely /urprifing, Pfal.- 
CXXVI. I, 2- 

Fourthly, Abrabam’s prayer for Ifhmael, ver. 18. O chat 
i>mael might live before thee! This he fpeaks, not as defi- 
ring that Ifhmael might be preferred before the fon he’ fhould 
have by Sarah . but, as dreading left he thould be abandoned 
and forjaken of God, he puts up this petition on his behalf. 
Now God is talking with him, he thinks he has a very fair 
opportunity to {peak a good word for Ifhmael, and he will not 
let it flip. Note, 1. Thongh we ought not to preferibe to 
God, yet he gives us leave in prayer to be humbly free with 


»him, and particu/ar in making known our requefts, Phil. :v. 
"6.3 whatever is the matter of our care and fear fhould be fpread 


before God in- prayer. 2. That it is the duty of parents to 

pray for their children, for a// their children; as Job, who 

offered burnt-cfferings according to the number of them all, 

Jobi. 5. Abraham would not have it thought, that when 

God promifed him a fon by Sarah, which he fo much defired, 

that then his fon by Hagar was forgotten; no, {till he bears 

him upon his heart, and fhews a concern for him. ‘The pro- 

fpeét of further favours muft not make us unmindful of former 

favours. 3. That the great thing we fhould defire of God for 

our children, is, ‘That they may “ve bi fore hin ; i. e. That 

they may be kept in covenant with him, and may have grace . 
to walk before him zw their uprighine/?. Spiritual bleflings 

are the beit bleflings, and which we fhould be moft earneft with 

God for, both for ourfelves and others. Thofe live well that — 
hive before God. 

Fifthly, God’s anfwer to this prayer; and it is an anfwer 
of peace; Abraham could not fay he fought God’s face in 
vain. : 

[1.] Common bleflings are fecured to Ifhmael, ver. 20. 
“As for If/omael, whom thou art in fo much care about, J 
have heard thee; he fhall find favour for thy fake: I have 
bleffed him, i.e. Thave many bleffings in {tore for him.’”? (1.) 
His pofterity fhall be numerous: / we/l multiply hun exceed- 
zng/y, more than his neighbours. This is the fruit of the blef- 
fing ; as that Gen. 1. 26. (2.) They fhall beconfiderable ; 
Twelve princes ball he beget. ‘We may charitably hope 
that fpiritual bleffings alfo were beftowed upon him, though 
the vifible church was not brought out of his loins, and the co- 
venant was not lodged in his family. Note, Great plenty of 
outward good things is often given to thofe children of godly 
parents who are born after the flefh, for their parents fake. 

[2.] Covenant-bleflings are referved for Ifaac, and appro- 
priated to him, ver. 19, 21. If Abraham, in his prayer for 
Ifhmael, meant that he would have the covenant made with 
him, and the Promifed Seed to come from him; then God 
did not anfwer him im the /etter, but in that which was equi- 
valent, nay, which was every way better. (1.) God repeats 
to him the promife of a fon by Sarah: “ She fhall bear thee 
a fon indeed.” Note, 1//, Even true believers need to have. 
God’s promifes doubled and repeated to them, that they may: 
have firong confolanon, Heb. vi. 18. 2d/y, Children of the 
promife are children indeed. 
“Call him J/aac, Laughier;? becaufe Abraham rejoiced in 
{pirit when this fon was promifed him. Note, If God’s pro- 


 mifes be our joy, his mercies promifed fhall in due time be our 


exceeding joy. Chrift will be /aughter to them that /ook for 
hum: “they that now rejoice tn hope, fhall fhortly rejoice in. 


mad. 


(2.) He names that child: 
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, «mad. (3:) He entails the sunset upon that child: Z wi// view between God and Abraham, probably withia a 


‘efablifh my covenant with him. Note, God takes whom he 
pleafeth into covenant with himfelf, according to the good plea- 
fyre of his will: See Rom. ix. 8, 18. 

- Thus was the covenant fettled between God and Abrahant, 
with its feveral limitations and remainders: and then the con- 
ference ended, God left cff talking with him; and the vifion 
difappeared, God went up from Abraham. Note, Our com- 
munion with God here, is broken and interrupted ; in heaven 
it will be a continual and everlafting feaft. x 


23 q And Abraham took. Ifhmael his fon, 
and all that were born in his houfe, and all that 
‘were bought with his money, every male a- 


mong the men of Abraham’s houte; and cir- | 


cumcifed the flefh of their foreficin, in the felf- 
fame day, as Gad had faid unto him. 24 And 
Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when 
- he was circumcifed in the flefh of his forefkin. 


25 And Ifhmael his fon was thirteen years _ 


oid, when he was circumcifed in the flefh of 
his forefkin. 26 In the felf-fame day was A- 
braham circumcifed, and I{hmael hisfon. 27 
And all the men of his houfe, born in the houfe 
and bought with money of the ftranger, were 
circumcifed with him. 

We have here Abraham’s obedience to the law of circum- 
cifion. He himfelf and all his family were circumcifed; fo 
receiving the roben of the covenant, and diftinguifhing them- 
felyes from other families that had no part nor lot in the mat- 
ter. [1.] It was an implicit obedience: He did as God had 
Said unto bim, and did not afk why or wherefore. God's will 
was not only a law to him, but a reafon ; he did it becaufe 
God bid him. [2.] It was a f{peedy obedience: Jn the felf- 
Jame day, ver. 23,26. Sincere obedience is not dilatory, 

~Pfal. cxix. 60. While the command is yet founding in our 
ears, and the fenfe of duty is frefh, it is good to apply ourfelves 
“to it immediately, left we deceive ourfelyes by putting it off to 
a more convenient feajon. [3.] It was an univerfal obedience. 
He did not circumcife his family, and excufe himfelf; but fet 
them an example: Nor did he take the comfort of the feal of 
the covenant to himfelf only; but defired that all his might 
fhare with him in it. 
families ; they and their boufes mutt ferve the Lord. Fhough 
God’s covenant was not eftablifhed with Ifhmael, yet he was 
circumcifed ; for children of believing parents, as fuch, have a 
right to the privileges of the vifible church, and the feals of 
the covenant, whatever they may prove afterwards: Ifhmael 
is bleffed, and therefore cercumeifed. [4.] Abraham did this, 
though much might be objected againft it. Though circum- 
cifion was painful; though to grown men it was fhameful ; 
though, while they were fore, and unfit for ation, their ene- 
mies might take advantage againft them, as Simeon and Levi 
did againft the Shechemites; though Abraham was ninety-nine 
years old, and had been juftified and accepted of God long 
fince ; though fo odd a thing done religioufly might be turned 
to his reproach by the Canaanite and the Perizzite that dwelt 
then in the land; yet God’s command was fufficient to anfwer 
thefe and a thoufand fuch objections. What God requires we 
mult do, not conferring with fle/b and blood. 


CHAP. XVIII. : 
We have an account, in this chapter, of another inter. 


This is a good exarhple to matters of 


few days after the former, as the reward of his cheer- 
- ful obedience to the law of circumcifion. Here ti, 
I. The kind vifit which God made him, and the kind 
entertainment he gave to that vifit, ver. 1,—8. II. 
The matters difcourfed of between them. (1.) The 
purpofes of God’s love concerning Sarah, ver. 9,— 
15. (2.) The purpofes of God’s wrath concerning 
Sodom. tft, The difcovery God made to Abraham 
of his defign to deftroy Sodom, ver.16,—22. 2dly, 
The interceffion Abraham made for Sodom, ver. 
23,—33- seo. 
ND the Lorp appeared unto him in the 
/-\ plains of Mamre : and he fat in the tent- 
door in the heat of the day; 2 And he lift 
up his eyes and looked, and lo, three men ftood 
by him: and when he faw them, he ran to meet 
them from the tent-door, and bowed himfelf to- 
ward the ground, 3 And faid, My Lord, if now 
I have found favour in thy fight, pafs not away, 
I pray thee, from thy fervant: 4 Let a little 
water, I pray you, be fetched, and wafh your 
feet, and reft yourfelves under the tree. 5 And 
I will fetch a morfel of bread, and comfort ye 
your hearts; after that you fhall pafs on: for 
therefore are ye come to your fervant.. And 
they faid, So do as thou haft faid. 6 And A- 
braham haftened into the tent unto Sarah, and 
faid, Make ready quickly three meafures of fine 
meal, knead it,and make cakes upon the hearth. 
7 And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetcht 
a calf tender and good, and gave zt untoa 
young man; and he hafted to drefsit. 8 And 
he tock butter and milk, and the calf which 
he had dreffed, and fet zt before them ; and he 
ftood by them under the tree, and they did eat. 


This appearance of God to Abraham feems to have had in ” 
it more of freedom and familiarity, and lefs of grandeur and 
majefty, than thofe we have hitherto read of; and therefore 
more refembles that great vifit, which, in the fulnefs of time, 
the Son of God was to make to the world; when the Word 
would be made flefh, and appear as one of us. Obferve here, 

Firf, How Abraham expected flrangers, and how richly 
his expectations were anfwered, ver. 1, 2. He fat in the tent- 
door in the heat of the day, not fo much to repofe or divert 
himfelf, as to feek an opportunity of doing good, by giving en- 
tertainment to {trangers and travellers ; there being perhaps no 
inns to accommodate them. Note, 1. We are likely to have 
the moft comfort of thofe good works that we are moft free 
and forward to. 2. God gracioufly vifits thofe in whem he 
hath firft raifed the expeétation of him, and manifefts him- 
felf to thofe that wait for him. When Abraham was thus fit- 
ting, he faw three men coming towards him: Thefe three men 
were three fpiritual heavenly beings, now affuming human bo- 
dies, that they might be vifible to Abraham, and converfable 
with him. Some think they were all three created angels; o- 
thers, that one of them was the Son of God, the Angel of the 
covenant, whom Abraham diftinguifhed from the reft, ver. 3. 
and who is called Febovah, ver, 13. The apoftle improves 
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this for the encouragement of hofpitality, Heb. xiii. 2. Thofe 
that have been forward to enter‘ain frrangers, have entertain- 
ed angels, to their unfpeakable honour and fatisfaction. Where, 
upon a prudent and impartial judgment, we fee no caufe to 
fufpedt ill, charity teacheth us to hope well, and to fhew kind- 
nels accordingly : It is better to feed five drones or wafps, than 
{tarve one bee. 

Secondly, How Abraham entertained thefe ftrangers, and 
bow kindly this entertainment was accepted. The Holy 
Ghoft takes particular notice of the very free and affectionate 
welcome which Abraham gave to the ftrangers. [1.] He 
was mighty complaifant and refpeétful to them: Forgetting his 
age and gravity, he ran fo micet them in the molt obliging 
manner, and made his honours like a complete courtier, dow- 
ing himfelf towards the ground; though as yet he knew no- 
thing of them, but that they appeared graceful fafhionable men. 
Note, Religion doth not deftroy, but improve, good manners ; 
and teaches us to honour all men. Decent civility is a great 
ornament to piety. [2.] He was very earneft and importu- 
nate for their ftay, and took it as a great favour, ver. 3, 4. 
Note, (1.) It becomes thofe whom God hath blefled with 
plenty, to be liberal and open-hearted in their entertainments, 
according to their ability ; and not in compliment, but cordial- 
ly to bid their friends welcome. We fhould take a pleafure 
in fhewing kindnefs to any; for. both God and man loves a 
cheerful giver: Who would eat the bread of him that has 
an evil eye? Prov. xxiii. 6, 7. (2.) Thofe that would have 
communion with God, muft earneftly defire it and pray for it. 
God is a Gueft worth courting. [3.] His entertainment, 


though it was very free, yet it was plain and homely, and © 


there was nothing in it of the gaiety and nicenefs of thefe 
times. His dining-room was an arbour under a tree ; no rich 
table-linen, no fide-board fet with plate; his feaft was a joint 
or two of veal, and fome cakes baked on the hearth, and both 
haftily dreffed up: Here were no dainties, no varieties, no for- 
ced meats, no fweet-meats, but good plain wholefome food ; 
though Abraham was veryrich, and his guefts-very honourable. 
Note, We ought not to be curious in our diet: Let us be 
thankful for food convenient, though it be homely and com- 
mon 5, and not be defrous of dainties, for they are decetiful 
meat to thofe that love them and fet their hearts upon them. 
[4.] He and his wife were both of them very officious, and 
bufy to accommodate their guefts with the beft they had. Sa- 
» rah herfelf is cook and baker: Abraham runs to fetch the calf, 
brings out the milk and butter: and thinks it not below him 
to wait at table, that he might fhew how heartily welcome his 
guefts were. Note, 1. Thofe that have real merit, need not 
take ftate upon them ; nor are their prudent condefcenfions any 
difparagement to them. 2. Hearty friendfhip will {toop to a- 
ny thing but fin. Chrift himfelf has taught us to wafh one a- 
nother’s feet in humble love. They that thus abafe themfelves 
fhall be exalted. Here Abraham’s faith fhewed itfelf in good 
works; and fo mutt ours, elfe it is dead, Jam. ii. 21. The 
father of the faithful was famous for charity, and generofity, 
and good houfe-keeping ; and we mutt learn of him, to do good, 
and to communicate. Job did not eat his morfels alone, Job 
XXxi. 17. 


9 q And they faid unto him, Where is Sa- 
rah thy wife? And he faid, Behold, in the tent. 
1o And he faid, I will certainly return. unto 
thee according to the time of life; and lo, Sa- 
rah thy wife fhall have a fon. And Sarah heard 
it in, the tent-door, which was behind him. 11 
Now Abraham and Sarah were old, and well 
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ftricken in age: and it ceafed to be with Sa-— 


. naw I do with the promife.” 
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rah after the manner of women. 12 Therefore 


Sarah laughed within herfelf, faying, After I 


am: waxed old, fhallI have pleafure, my lord be- 
ing old alfo? 13 And the Lorp faid unto Abra- 
ham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, faying, Shall 
I of a furety bear a child, which.am old? 14 Is 
any thing too hard for the Lorn? At the time 
appointed will I return unto thee, according to 
the time of life, and Sarah fhall have.a fon. 
1 Then Sarah denied, faying, I laughed not : 
for fhe was afraid. -And he faid, Nay, but thou 
didft laugh. 


Thefe heavenly guefts being fent to confirm the promife 
lately made to Abraham, that he fhould have a fon by Sarah ; 
while they are receiving Abraham’s kind entertainment, thus 
return his kindnefs: He recezveth ange/s, and hath angels re« 
ward; a gracious meflage from heaven, Mat. x. 41. . 

Firfi, Care is taken that Sarah fhould be within hearing. 
She mutt conceive 4y faith, and therefore the promife matt be 
made to her, Heb. xi. 11..,. It was the modeft ufage at that 
time, that the women did not fit at meat with men, at lea{t not 
with ftrangers, but confined themfelves to their own apart- 
ments: Therefore Sarah is here out of fight, but fhe muft not 
be out of bearing. The angels inquire, ver. 9. Where is 
Sarah thy wife? By naming her, they gave intimation enough 
to Abraham, that though they feemed Itrangers, yet they very 
well knew him and his family. By inquiring after her, they 
fhewed a friendly kind concern for the family and-relation of 
one whom they found refpectful to them: Itis a piece of com- . 
moh civility which ought to proceed from a principle of Chrift- 
ian love, and then it is fanctified. And by {peaking of her, 
fhe overhearing it, they drew her to liften to what was 
further to be faid. Where ts Sarah thy wife ? fay the angels: 
Bebold, im the tent, faith Abraham ; where fhould the be elfe? 
There fhe is in her place, as fhe ufes to be, and is now within , 
call. Note, 1. The daughters of Sarah mutt learn of her, to 
be chafie, keepers at home, Tit. ii. 5. There is nothing got 
by gadding. 2. Thofe are moft likely to receive comfort from 
God and his promifes, that are in their place, and in the way 
of their duty, Luke ii. 8. cid an 

Secondly, The promife is then renewed and ratified, that 
fhe fhould have a fon, ver. 10. “ J well-certainly return un- 
to thee, and vifit thee next time with the performance, as 
God will return to thofe that 
bid him welcome, and entertain his vifits. * 1 will return thy 
kindnefs ; Sarah thy wife /hall have a fon :” It is repeated 
again, ver. 14. Thus the promifes of the Mefiah were often. 
repeated in the Old Teftament for the ftrengthening of the 
faith of God’s people. We are flow of heart to believe, and 
therefore have need of line upon line to the fame purpofe. This 
is that word of promife which the apoftle quotes, Rom. ix. Qe 
as that by the virtue of which Laac. was born. Note, 1. The 
fame bleflings which others have from common providence, be- 
lievers have from. the promife ; which makes them very-fweet, 
and very fure. 2. The fpiritual feed of Abraham owe their 
life, and joy, and hope, and all, to the promife. They are born 
by the word of God, 1 Pet. i. 23. 


Thirdly, Sarah thinks this too good news to be true and ‘ 


therefore cannot as yet find in her heart to believe it, yer. 12. 
Sarah laughed within herfelf. It was nota pleafing laugh- 
ter of faith, like Abraham’s, chap. xvii. 17.3 but it was a 
laughter of doubting and diftruft. Note, The fame thing may 
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be done from very different principles; which God only can 
judge of, who knows the hart. ‘The great objection which 
Sarah could not get over, was her age. ‘ Jam waxed old, 
and paft child-bearing in a courfe of nature, efpecially having 
been hitherto barren; and, {which magnifies the difficulty, ) 
my lord is old alfo.’? Obferve here, 

(1.) That Sarah calls Abraham her /ord. It was the only 
good word in this faying; and. the Holy Ghoft takes notice 
of it to her honour, and recommends it to the imitation of all 
Chriftian wives, 1 Pet. in. 5, 6. Sarah obeyed Abraham, 
calling him lord, in token of refpe& and fubje@ion. Thus 
mutt the wife reverence her hufband, Eph. v. 33. And thus 
muft we be apt to take notice of what is fpoken decently and 
well, to the honour of them that fpeak it, though it may be 
mixed with that which is amifs, over which we fhould caft a 
mantle of love. : 

_ (2.) That human improbability often fets up in contradic- 

tion to the divine promife. The objections of fenfe are very 
apt to {tumble and puzzle the weak faith, even of true belie- 
vers. Itis hard to cleave to the Firft Caufe, when fecond 
caufes-frown. | f 

(3-) That even there where there is true faith, yet there are 
often fore confliés with unbelief: Sarah could fay, “ Lord, 
I believe,” ( Heb. xi 11.) 3 and yet muft fay, Lord, he/p my 
unbelef. 

Fourthly, The angel reproves the indecent expreflions of her 
diftruft, ver. 13, 14. | Obferve, 

(1.) Though Sarah was now moft kindly and generoufly 
entertaining thefe angels; yet when fhe did amifs, they re- 
proved her for it; as Chrift reproved Martha in. her owa 
houfe, Luke x. 40, 41. If our friends be kind to us, we 
_ not therefore be fo unkind to them as to /uffer_fin upon 
them. 

(2.) God gave this reproof to: Sarah -by Abraham her huf 
band: To him he faid, Why did Sarah laugh ? Perhaps be- 
caufe he-had not told her of the promife which had been given 
him fome time.before to this purpofe ; which if he had com- 
municated to her with its: ratifications, fhe would not have been 
fo furprifed at it now: Or, Abraham was told of it, that he 
might tell her of it. 
for it, is one of the duties of that relation. - 

(3.) The reproof itfelf #® plain, and backed with a good 
reafon: Wherefore did Sarah laugh? Note, 1f, It is good 
to mquire into the reafon of our laughter, that it may not be 
the laughter of the fool, Eccl. vit. 6. Wherefore did I laugh? 
2dly, Our unbelief and.diftruft is a great offence to the God 


of heaven. He jultly takes it ill to have the objections of | 


fenfe fet up ia contradiction to his promife, as “Luke i. 18. 
Here is a queftion afked, which is enough to anfwer all the 
cavils of flefh and blood: Lr any thing too hard for the Lord? 
Heb. too wonderful? i. e. 1. Is any thing fo fecret as to e 
{cape his cognifance? No; not Sarah’s laughing, though it was 
only cwithin herfelf. Or, 2. Is any thing fo difficult as to ex- 
ceed his power? No; not the giving of a child-to Sarah in 
her old age. 

Fifthly, Sarah foolifhly endeavours to conceal her. fault, 
ver. 15. She dented, faying, I did not /augh; thinking no- 
body could difprove her: And fhe told this lie, becaufe /he 
was afraid. But it was in vain to conceal it from an all- 
feeing eye; fhe was told to her fhame, Thou diaft laugh. 
Now, (1.) There feems to be in Sarah a retradation of her 
diftraft. Now the perceived,. by laying circumftances toge- 
ther, that it was a divine promife which had been made con- 
cerning her, fhe renounces all doubting diftru(tful thoughts a- 
bout it. But, (2.) There was withal a finful attempt to cover 
afin witha lie. It is a thame to do amifs; but a greater 
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-and will bring truth to light, to. our fhame. 


‘looked towards Sodom: 


Mutual. reproof, when. there is occafion 


“they went towards Sodom, ver. 22. 


1ot 


fhame to deny it, for thereby we add inrguity to our iniquity 
Fear of a rebuke often betrays us to this fnare. See Ifa. vii. 
tt. Whom haf thou feared, that thou haft hed? But we 
deceive ourfelves if we think to impofe upon God: He can 
He that covers 
bis fin, cannot profper ; for the day is coming which will dif- .. 
cover it. 


16 § And the men rofe up from thence, and 
and Abraham went 


with them:to brmg them on the way. 17 And 


‘the Lorn faid, Shall I hide from. Abraham that 


thing which I do; 18 Seeing that Abraham 
fhall furely become a great.and mighty nation, 
and all the nations.of the earth fhall be blefled 
in him? 19 For I know him, that he will com- 
mand his children, and his houfehold after him, 
and they fhall keep the way of the Lorp, to 


do juftice and judgment; that the Lorp may 


bring upon Abraham that which he hath {po- 


ken of him.. 20 And.the Lorp faid, Becaufe 


the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and 
becaufe their fin is very grievous; 21 I will.go 


‘down now, and fee whether. they have done 


altogether according to the cry of it, which is 
come unto me; and if not, I will know. 22 And 
the men turned. their faces from thence, and 
went toward Sodom: but Abraham ftood. yet 


before the Lorp. «. 


The meflengers from heaven had now difpatched one part 
of their bufinefs ; which was an errand of grace to Abraham 
and Sarah, and which they, delivered firlt: But now they have 
before them work of another nature ; Sodom is to be deftroy- 
ed, and they muft do it, chap. xix. 13. . Note, As with the 
Lord there is mercy, fo he is the God to whom vengeance be- 
longs. Purfuant to their commiflion, we here find, [1.] That 
they. looked towards Sodom, ver. 16. They fet sherr faces 
again{t it in wrath; as God is faid to look unto the hoft of 
the Egyptians, Exod. xiv. 24. Note, Though God has long 


- feemed to connive at finners, from. which they have inferred, 


that the Lord doth not fee, doth not regard ; yet when the day 
of his wrath comes, he will.look towards them. [2.] That - 
And accordingly we 
find two. of them at Sodom, chap, xix. 1. . Whether the third 
was the Lord, before whom Abraham yet ftood, and to whom 
he drew near, ver. 23. as molt think; or whether the third 
left them before they came to Sodom, and. she Lord before 
whom Abraham ftood was. the Shechinah, or that appearance 


| of the Divine Glory which Abraham had. formerly feen and 


converfed with, is uncertain., However, we have here, (1.) 
The honour Abraham did to: his. guelts: He went with them 
to bring them on the way; as one that, was. loth to part. with 
fuch good-company, -and., was. defirous to pay his utmoft re- 
{peéts to them. , ‘This is a piece of civility, proper to be fhew- 
ed to our friends; but it muit. be done as the apoftle directs, 
3 John ver. 6. after, a godly fort. .(2.) The honour they. 
did to him; for thofe that honour God, he will honour. God. 
communicated to Abraham his purpofe to deftroy Sodom; and 
not only fo, but entered into a tree conference with him abous. 
it. Having taken him more clofely than before into covenant 
with himfelf, \hap, xvii.; he here admits him. into more inti- 

N3, mate 


’ 


~ 


FO2 


mate communion with himfelf than ever, as the man of his 
counfel. Obferve here, 

Firf, God's friendly thoughts concerning Abraham, ver. 
17, 18, 19. where we have his refolution to make known to 
Abraham his purpofes concerning Sodom, with the reafons of 
st. If Abraham had not brought them on their way, perhaps 
he had not been thus favoured; but he that loves to walk with 
wife men, /ball be wife, Prov. xii. 20. See how God is 
pleafed to argue with himfelf: Shai/ I hide jrom Abraham 
(or, as fome read it, Am I concealing from Abraham) that 
thing which Ido? Can 1 go about fuch a thing and not tell 
Abraham? Thus doth God in his counfels exprefs himfelf, 
after the manner of men, with deliberation. But why mutt 
Abraham be of the cabinet-council? The Jews fuggelt, that 
becaufe God had granted the land of Canaan to Abraham and 
his feed, therefore he would not deftroy thofe cities which 
were a part of that land, without his knowledge and confent. 
But God here gives two other reafons: (1.) Abraham mutt 
know; for he is a friend and a favourite, and one that God 
has a particular kindnefs for, and great things in ftore for. He 
is to become a great nation ; and not only fo, but in the Mef- 
fiah, who is to come from his loins, a// nations of the earth 
feall be bleffed. Note, The fecret of the Lord ts with them 
that fear him, Pfal. xxv. 14. Prov. iii. 32. Thofe that by 
faith live a life of communion with God, cannot but know 
more of his mind than other people, though not with a pro- 
phetical, yet with a prudential, practical knowledge. ‘They 
have a better infight than others into what is prefent, Hof. xiv. 

“g. Pfal. cvii. 4.3. and a better forefight of what is to come, at 

leaft fo much as fufficeth for their conduct and for their com- 
fort. (2.) Abraham muft know; for he will teach his 
houfebold, ver. 19. J know Abraham very well, that he will 
command his children and his houfebold after him. Confider 
ithis, 

[1.] As a very bright part of Abraham’s charaéter and ex- 
ample. ~He not only prayed with his family, but he saughe 
them as a man of knowledge; nay, he commanded them as a 
‘man in authority, and was prophet and king, as. well as prieft, 
in his own houfe. Obferve, (1.) That God having made the 
covenant with him and his feed, arid his houfehold being cir- 
cumcifed purfuant to that, he was very careful to teach and 
rule them well. Thofe that expect family-bleflings, muft make 
confcience of family-duty. If our children be the Lord’s, 

' they muft be nurfed for him: If they wear his livery, they 
muft be trained up in his work. (2.) That Abraham not on+ 
ly took care of his children, but of Aes boufehold ; his fervants 
were catechifed fervants. Matters of families fhould inftrua, 
and infpeét the manners of all under their roof. The pooreft 
fervants have precious fouls that muft be looked after.  (3.) 
That Abraham made it his care and bufinefs to promote prac- 
tical religion in his family. He did not fill their heads with 
‘matters of nice fpeculation or. doubtful difputation ; but he 
taught them to keep the way of the Lord, and to do judgment 
and jufirce ; that is, to be ferious and devout in the worthip of 
God, and to be honeft in their dealings with all men, (4.) 
That Abraham herein had an eye to pofterity, and was in 
care not only that his houfehold wth him, but that his houfe- 
hold afier him, fhould keep the way of the Lord ; that reli- 
gion might flourifh in his family when he was in his grave. 
(5.) That his doing this was the fulfilling the conditions of 
the promifes which God had made him. Thofe only can ex- 
ae the benefit of the promifes that make con{cience of their 

uty. 

[2.] We may confider this as the reafon why God would 
make known to him his purpofe concerning Sodom, becaufe 
be was communicative of his knowledge, and improved it for 
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the benefit of thofe that, were under his charge. . Note, To 
him that hath fhall be given, Mat. xiii. 12. and xxv. 29. 
Thofe that make a good ufe of their knowledge fhall know 
more. 

Secondly, God's friendly talk with Abraham, in which he 
makes known to him his purpofe concerning Sodom, and al- 
lows him a liberty of application to him about that matter. 


(1.] He tells him of the epidence there was again{t So- ~ 


dom, ver. 22. The ery of Sodom is great. Note, Some 
fins, and the fins of fome finners, cry loud to heaven for 
vengeance. The iniquity of Sodom was crying iniquity ; 
i. e. it was fo very provoking, that it even urged God to pu- 
nifh. 

[2.] The inquiry he would make upon this evidence, ver. 
21. J will go down now, and fee. Not as if there were 
any thing concerning which God is in doubt, or in the dark 5 
but he is pleafed thus to exprefs bimfelf after the manner of 
men, I. ‘Lo fhew thé inconteftable equity of all bis judicial 
proceedings. Men are apt to fuggeit that his way zs zot equal; 
but let them know that his judgments are the refult of an e- 
ternal counfel, and are never rafh, or fudden refolves. 
never punifhes upon report, or common fame, or the informa- 
tion of others, but upon his own certain and infallible know- 
ledge. 2. To give example to magiftrates, and thofe in au- 
thority, with the utmoft’care and diligence to enquire into the 
merits of a caufe, before they give judgment upon it. 3. Per- 
haps the decree is here fpoken of as not yet peremptory, that 
room and encouragement might be given to Abraham to make 
interceflion for them. Thus God /ooked if there were any to 
intercede, Ha. lix. 16. ; 


23 q And Abraham drew. near, and faid, 
Wilt thou alfo defirey the righteous with the 
wicked? 24 Peradventure there be fifty righte- 
ous within the city: wilt thou alfo deftroy, 
and not {pare the place for the fifty righteous 
that are therein? 25 That be far from thee to 
do after this manner, to flay the righteous with 
the wicked: and that the righteous fhould be 
as thee wicked, that begfar from thee: Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right? 26 
And the Lorn faid, If I find in Sodom fifty 
righteous within the city, then I will fpare all 
the place for their fakes. 27 And Abraham 
an{wered and faid, Behold now, I have taken 
upon me to fpeak unto the Lorp, which am 
but duft and afhes. 28 Peradventure there 
fhall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou 
deftroy all the city for Jack of five? And he 
faid, If I find there forty and five, I will not 
deftroy i. 29 And he fpake unto him yet a- 
gain, and faid, Peradventure there fhall be for- 
ty found there. And he faid, I will not do i 
for forty’s fake. 30 And he faid unto him, Oh 


let not the Lorp be angry, and I will fpeak : 


Peradventure there fhall be thirty found there. 
And he faid, I will not do it if I find thirty 
there. 31 And he faid, Behold now, I have 
taken upon me to fpeak unto the Lorn: Per- 
adventure there fhall be twenty found there. 

And 


He. 


Chap. XVIIE 


Chap. XVII. 


And he faid, I will not deftroy i¢ for twenty’s 
' fake. 32 And he faid, Oh let not the Lorp 
‘be angry, and I will fpeak yet but this once: 
Peradventure ten fhall be found there. And 
he faid, I will not deftroy it for ten’s fake. 33 
And the Lorp went his way, as foon as he had 
left communing with Abraham: and Abraham 
returned unto his place. 


Communion with God is kept up-by the word and prayer. | 
In the word, God {peaks to us; in-prayer, we fpeak to him. 


God had fpoken to Abraham his purpcies. concerning Sodom; 
now from thence Abraham takes occafion to {peak to God on 
Sodom’s behalf. Note, God's word then doth us good when 
it furnifheth us with matter for prayer, and excites us to it. 
When God hath fpoken to us, we muit confider what we have 
to fay to him upon it. Obferve, 
I. The folemnity of Abraham’s addrefs to God on this oc- 
_cafion, ver. 23. Abraham drew near, The expreflion in- 
timates, (1.) A holy concern. He exgageth his heart to ap- 
proach to God, Jer. xxx. 21.: Shall Sodom be deftroyed, 
and 1 not fpeak one good word for it? (2.) A holy conf- 
dence: He drew near with aa affurance of faith ; drew near 
as.a prince, Job xxxi. 37. Note, When we addrefs ourfelves 


to the duty of prayer, we ought to remember that we are draw-. 


ing near to God, that we may be filled with a reverence of 
hy emir 3,9 6 
II. The general /cope of this prayer. It is the firft folemn 
prayer we have upon record in the Bible, and it is a prayer 
for the /paring of Sodom. Abraham, no doubt, greatly ab- 
horred the wickednefs of Sodom; he would not have lived a- 
mong them, as Lot did, if they would have given’him the belt 
eftate in their country; and yet he prayed earneftly for them. 
_ Note, Though fin is to be fazed, finners are to be pried and 
prayed for. God delights not in their death; nor fhould we 
defire, but depricate the woful day. 
1/, He begins with a prayer that the -7ghteous among them 
might be fpared, and not involved in the common calamity ; 
_ havingan eye particularly to yu Zor; whofe difingenuous car- 
riage towards him he had long fince forgiven and forgotten ; 
-witnefs his friendly zeal to refcue him betore by his fword, and 
now by his prayers. 
2dly, He improves this into a petition that a// might be 
fpared for the dake of the righteous that were among them ; 
God himfelf countenancing this requeft, and in effect putting 
. him upon it by his anfwer to his firft addrefs, ver. 26. Note, 
We mutt pray not only for ourfelves, but for others alfo; for 
we are members of the fame body, at leaft of the fame body 
of mankind. A// we are brethren. 
II. The particular graces emment in this prayer. 


Firf, Here is great faith ; and it is the prayer of faith that - 


is the prevailing prayer. His faith pleads with God, orders 
the caufe, and fills his mouth with arguments. He acts faith 
efpecially upon the righteoufnefs of God; and is very confi- 
dent, [1.] That God will not defiroy the righteous with the 
wicked, ver. 23.: No, that be far from thee, ver. 25. We 
mu(t never entertain any thought that derogates from the ho- 
nour of God’s 1ighteouinefs. See Rom. il. 5,6. Note, 1. 
The.righteous are mingled with the wicked in this world. A- 
mong the beft there is commonly fome bad, and among the 
worlt fome good: Even in Sodom, one Lot. 2. Though the 
righteous be among the wicked; yet the righteous God will 
not, certainly he will not, defroy the righteaus with the wick- 
ed. ‘hough in this world they may be involved in the fame 
common calamities; yet in the great day a diftinction will be 
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made. [2.] That the righteous fhall not be as the wicked, 
ver. 25. Though they may fuffer weth them, yet they do 
not fuffer /ike them. Common calamities are quite another 
thing to the righteous than what they are to the wicked, Ifa. 
xxvii. 7. [3.] That the Fudge of all the earth unll do right. 
Undoubtedly he will, becaufe he is the Judge of all the earth : 
It is the apoltle’s argument, Rom, iti. 5,6. Note, 1. God 
is the Judge of all-the earth; he gives charge to all, takes cog- 
nifance of all, and wil! pafs fentence upon all. 2. That God 
Almighty never did, nor ever will, do any wrong to any of 
the creatures, either by with-holding that which is right, or 
exacting more than is right, Job xxxiv. ro, 1. 

Secondly, Here is great humility appearing in this addrefs: 
[1.] A deep fenfe of his own unworthinefs, ver. 27. Bes 
bold row, L have taken upon me to [peak unto the Lord, who 
am but duj? and a/bes ; and again, ver. 31. He fpeaks as 
one amazed at his own boldnefs, and the liberty God graci- 
oufly allowed him, confidering: God’s greatnefs, he is the 
Lord, and his own meannefs, but duff and afhes. Note, 1. 
The greateft of men, the moft confiderable and deferving, are 
but duf? and a/bes, mean and vile before God; defpicable, . 
frail, and dying. 2. Whenever we draw near to God, it be- 
comes us reverently to acknowledge the valt diftance that there 
is between us and God. He is the Lord of glory; we are 
worms of the earth. 3. ‘The accefs we have to the throne of 
grace, and the freedom of fpeech allowed us, is juft matter’ of 
humble wonder, 2 Sam. vii. 18. [2.] An awful dread of 
God's difpleafure: 05! /et not the Lord be angry, ver. 30 3: 
and again, ver. 32. Note, 1. The importunity which belie- 
vers ufe in their addreffes'to God is fuch, that if they were 
dealing with a.man.like themfelves, they could not but fear 
that he would be angry with them. But he with whom we. 
have to do, is God, and not man; and, however he may feem, 
is not really angry with the prayers of the upright, Pfal. lxxx. 
4.3 for they are his delight, Prov. xv. 8.; and he is pleafed 
when he is wreff/ed with. 2. {hat even’ when we receive. 
fpecial tokens of the divine favour, we ought to be jealous o- 
ver ourfelves, left we make ourfelves obnoxious to the divine 
difpleafure ; and. therefore muft bring the Mediator with us 
in the arms of our faith, to atone for the iniquity of our holy 
things. 

Lbirdly, Here is great charity appearing in this addrefs. 
(1.) A charitable opinion of Sodom’s chara&er: As bad as, 
it was, he thought there were feveral good people in it. It 
becomes us to hope the beft of the worft places: Of the two, 
it is better to err on that extreme. (2.) A charitable defire 
of Sodom’s welfare: He ufed all his intereft at the throne of 
grace for mercy for them. We never find him thus earneft 
in pleading with God for himfelf and his family, as here’ for 


- Sodom. 


Fourthly, Here is great boldnefs and believing confidence 

in this addrefs. [1.] He took the liberty to pitch upon a 
certain number of righteous ones. which he fuppofed might be 
in Sodom: Suppofe there be fifiy, ver. 24. [2.] He drew 
upon God’s conceffions again and again. As God granted’ 
much, he {tll begged more, in hopes to gain his point. [3.}y 
He brought the terms as low as he could for fhame, having. 
prevailed for mercy if there were but ten righteous ones in five 
cities; and perhaps fo low, that he concluded they would have 
been fpared. \ 

| AV. The fuccefs of the prayer. He that thus wreftled, pre- - 
vailed wonderfully ; as a prince, he had power with God: It 
was but a/k and have. (1.) God’s general good-will appeared 
in this, that he confented to {pare the wicked for the fake of’ 
the righteous. See how fwift God is to fhew mercy ; he even 
“fecks a reafon for it, See what great bleflings good people 
are 


and how little thofe befriend themfelves that 
(2.) His particular favour to A- 
braham appeared in this, that he did not leave off granting, till 
Abraham left off afking: Such is the power of prayer. Why 
then did Abraham leave off afking, when he had prevailed fo 
far as to get the place fpared if there were but ten righteous in 
it? Either, 1. Becaufe he owned it deferved to perifh if there 
were not fo many; as the dreffer of the vineyard, who con- 
fented that the barren tree fhould be cut dowm, if one year’s 
trial more did not make it fruitful, Luke xiii. g. Or, 2. Be- 
caufe God reftrained his fpirit from afking any further. When 
God hath determined the ruin of a place, he forbids it to be 
prayed for, Jer. xi. 14. and xiv. 11, 

. Laftly, Here is the breaking up of the conference, ver. 33. 
[1.] The Lord went his way, The vifions of God mutt not 
be conftant in this world, where it is by faitb only that we are 
to fet God before us. God did not go away till Abraham 
had faid all he had to fay; for he is never weary of hearing 
prayer, Ifa. lix. 1. [2.] Abraham returned unto his place; 
not puffed up with the honour done him, ‘for by thefe extra- 
ordinary interviews taken off from the ordinary courfe of du- 
ty. He returned to his place, to wait what the event would 
be: And it proved that his prayer was heard; and yet So- 
dom not fpared, becaufe there were not fen righteous in it. 
We cannot expect too little from man, nor too much from 


‘God. 


> are to any place, 
hate and perfecute them. 


GHA P. XIX. 
he contents of this chapter we have, 2 Pet. ii. 6, 7, 
 8.; where we find, that God turning the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah into afhes, condemned them 
with an overthrow, and delivered juft Lot. J¢ zs 
the hiftory of Sodom’s ruin, and Lots refcue from 
that ruin. We read, chap. xviil. of God’s coming 
to take a view of the prefent ftate of Sodom ; what 
its wickedne/s was, and what righteous there were in 
it: Now, here we have the refult of that inguiry. 
1. It was found upon trial; that Lot was very good, 
ver. I, 2, 3.; and tt did not appear that there were 
any more of the fame charaéter. Il. It was found 
that the Sodomites were very wicked and vile, ver, 
4,—11. Ill. Special care is therefore taken for 
- the fecuring of Lot and his family in a place of fafe- 
ty, ver. 12,—23. 1V. Mercy having rejoiced there- 
in, juftice Joews itfelf in the ruin of Sodom and Lots 
wife, ver. 24,—26.; with a general repetition of the 
Jory, ver. 27,—29. V. A joulfin that Lot was guil- 
ty of, im committing inceft with his two daughters, 
ver. 30, ad fin. 

& ND there came two angels to Sodom at 
4 even; and Lot fat in the gate of Sodom: 
and Lot feeing them, rofe up to meet them; 
and he bowed himtelf with his face toward the 
ground; 2 And he faid, Behold now, my lords, 
turn in, I pray you, into your fervant’s houfe, 
and tarry all night, and wafh your feet, and ye 
fhall rife up early, and go on your ways. And 
they faid; Nay, but we will abide in the ftreet 
all night. 3 And he prefied upon them great- 
ly; and they turned in unto him, and entered 
‘into his houfe: and he made them a feaft, and 

did bake unleaved bread, and they did eat. 


Thefe angels, itis likely, were two of the three that had 
juft before been with Abraham, the two created angels that . 
were fent to execute God’s purpofe concerning Sodom. 
ferve here, ‘ Seay ? 

Firf, There was but one good man in Sodom, and thefe’ 
heavenly meffengers foon found him out. Wherever we are, © 
we fhould inquire out thofe of the place that live in the. fear 
of God, and chufe to affociate ourfelyes with them: Mat. x, 
11, Inquire who is worthy, and there abide. ‘Thofe of the 
fame country, when they are in a foreign country, love to be 


together. 
” Secondly, V.ot fafficiently diftinguifhed himfelf from the reft 


of his neighbours at this time; which plainly /ee @ mark upon. - 


him. He that did not aé like the reft, muft not fare like the 
re{t. 
[:.] Lot fat in the gate of Sodom at even: When, it is 
likely, the reft were tipling and drinking, he fat alone, waiting 
an opportunity to do good. - ; 
[2.] He was extremely refpeétful to men whofe méin- and 


afpec& was fober and ferious, though they did not come in 


ftate. He bowed himfelf to the ground when ~he met them, 


as if upon the firft view, he difcerned fomething divine in 


them. 43 
[3.] He was hofpitable, and very free and generous in 
invitations and entertainments. He courted thefe ftrangers to 
his houfe, and to the beft accommodations he had; and gave 
them all the evidences that could be of his fincerity: For, (1.) 
When the angels, to try whether he was hearty in the invita- 


-tion, dec/ined the acceptance of it at #7/?, (which is the com- 


mon ufage of modefty, and no reproach at all to truth and’ ho- 
nefty,) their refufal did but make him more importunate; for 
he preffed upon them greatly, ver... partly becaufe he-would 
by no means have them’ to expofe themfelves to the inconye- 
niénces and perils of. lodging i the treet of Sodom, and -part-. 
ly becaufe he was defirous of their company and converfe. He 
had not feen two fuch honeft faces in Sodom this great while, 
Note, Thofe that live in bad places, fhould know how to va- 
lue the fociety of thofe that are wife and good, and earneftly 
defire it. (2.) When the angels accepted his invitation, he 
treated them nobly: He made a fenft for them, and thought 
it well beftowed on fuch guefts. Note, Good people fhould 
be (with prudence) generous people. 


4 4 But before they lay down, the men of 


the city, even the men of Sodom, compafled’ 
‘the houfe round, both old and young, all the — 


people from every quarter: 5 And they called 
unto Lot, and faid unto him, Where are the . 
men which came in to thee this night? bring 
them out unto us, that we may know them. 
6 And Lot went out at the door unto them, 


Ob ~ 


his 


and fhut the door after him, 7 And faid, I pray ~ 


you, brethren, do not. fo wickedly. §% Behold 
now, I have two daughters which have not 
known man ; ‘let me, 1 pray you, bring them 
out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in - 
your eyes: only unto thefe men do nothing; 
for therefore came they under the fhadow of 
my roof. g And they faid, Stand back. And 
they faid again, This one fellow came in’to fo- 
journ, and he will needs be a judge: now will 


we deal worfe with thee, than with them. And 


<;, *ehey, 


they preffed fore upon the man, even Lot,-and | 


‘ 
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came near to break.the door. 10 But the men 
put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the 
houfe to them, and fhut to the door. 11 And 


* they {mote the men that were at the door of 


the houfe with blindnefs, both fmall and great : 
fo that they wearied themfelves to find the door. 


Now it appeared beyond contradidtion, that the cry of So- 
dom was no louder than there was caufe for. This night’s 
work was enough to fill the meafure. For we find here, 

Firff, That they were a// wicked, ver. 4. Wickednefs was 
gtown univerfal, and they were unanimous in any vile defign. 
Here were o/d and young, and all from every quarter, en- 
gaged in this riot: The o/d were not pa/ it, and the young 
were foon come uptoit. Either they had no magiltrates to 
keep the peace and proteét the peaceable, or their magiftrates 
avere themfelves aiding and abetting. | Note, When the dif- 
eafe of fin is become epidemical, it is fatal to any place, Ifa. 
1625, 6,7. 
eels That they were arrived to the higheft pitch of 
wickednefs ; they were /inners before the Lord exceedingly, 
chap. xiii. 13.._ For, 

[1.] It was the moft unnatural and abominable wickednefs 


_ that they were now fet upon; a fin which ftill bears their name, 


and is called Sodomy. ‘hey were carried headlong by thofe 
vile affections, (Rom. i. 26, 27.) which are worfe than bru- 


- tith, and the eternal reproach of the human nature; and which 


cannot be thought of without horror by thofe that have the 
leaft {park of virtue, and any remains of natural light and con- 
f{cience. Note, Thofe that allow themfelves in unnatural un- 
cleannefs, are marked for the vengeance of eternal fire. See 
Jude ver. 7. - : : 

[z.] They were not afhamed to own it, and to profecute 
their defign by force and arms. ‘The thing had been ill e- 
nough, if it had been carried on by intrigue and wheedling ; 
but they proclaim war with virtue, and bid open defiance to it. 
Hence daring finners are faid to declare their fin as Sodom, 


Ifa. iii. g. Note, Thofe that are become impudent in fin, ge- - 


nerally prove impenitent in fin, and it will be their ruin. Thofe 
have hard hearts indeed, that fin withva high hand, Jer. vi. 15: 

{3-] When Lot interpofed with all the mildnefs imaginable 
to check the rage and fury of their luft, they were moft info- 
ently rude and abufive to him. He ventured himfelf among 
them, ver. 6.; He fpoke them fair, and called them brethren, 
ver. 7.; begged of them not to do fo wickedly; and. being 
greatly difturbed at their vile attempt, unadvifedly and unjulti- 
fiably offered to proftitute his two daughters to them, ver. 8. 
It is true, of two evils we muft chufe the lefs ; but of two fins 
we mouft chufe neither, nor ever do evil that good may come 
of it. He reafoned with them ; pleaded the laws of hofpita- 
lity, and the protection of his houfe, which his gueits were in- 
titled to: But you had as good offer reafon toa roaring lion 
and a raging bear, as to thefe head{trong finners who are go- 
verned only by luft and paffion. Lot’s arguing with them doth 
but exafperate them; and, to complete their wickednefs, and 
fill up the meafure of it, they fall foul upon him. (1.) They 
ridicule him; charge him with the abfurdity of pretending to 
be a magiftrate, when he was not fo much asa freeman of their 


- city, ver. g.. Note, It is common for reprovers to be unjuftly 


upbraided as ufurpers ; and for offering the kindnefs of a friend, 
to be charged with afluming the authority of a judge; as if a 
man might not {peak reafon, without taking too much upon 
him. (2.) They threaten him, and lay violent hands upon 
him, and the good man is in danger of being pulled in pieces 
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' They fmote them with blindnef:. 


yer. 13. We will defiroy this place. 


105 
by this outrageous rabble. Note, 1. Thofe that hate to be re- 
formed, hate thofe that reprové them, though with ever fo 
much téndernefs. Prefumptuous finners do by their confcien- 
ces, as the Sodomites did by Lot, baffle their checks, {ftifle 
their convictions, prefs hard upon them till they have feared 
them, and quite {topped their mouths, and fo made themfelves 
ripe for ruin, - 2. Abufes offered to God’s mefléngers, and to 
faithful reprovers, foon fill the meafure of a people’s wicked- 
nefs, and bring deftrudtion without remedy: See Prov. xxix. 
1. and 2 Chron, xxxvi. 16._ Ifreproofs remedy mot, there is 
no remedy: See 2 Chron. xxv. 16. 

Thirdly, ‘That nothing lefs than the power of an angel could -. 
fave a good man out of their wicked hands. It _was now patt 
difpute what Sodom’s charaéter was, and what courfe muft be 
taken with it ; and therefore the angels immediately give a {pe- 
cimen of what they further intended. 

[1.] They refcue Lot, ver. 10. 
eth fhall be watered alfo himfelf. 


Note, 1. He that water= 
Lot was folicitous to pro- 


’ teét them; and now they take effe@ual care for his fafety, in » 


return of his kindnefs. 2. Angels are employed for the fpe-_ 
cial prefervation of thofe that expofe themfelves to danger by . 
well-doing. he faints at death are pulled, like Lot, into a 
houfe of perfect fafety, and the door /hut for ever again{t thofe 
that purfue them. fbn 

[2.] They chaftife the infolence of the Scdomites, ver. rr. 
This was defigned, (1.) 
To put an end to their attempt, and difable them to purfue it. 
Juttly were they ftruck b/md that had been deaf to reafon. 
Violent perfecutors are often infatuated, fo that they cannot 
pufh-on their malicious defigns againit God’s meffengers, Job 
v- 14,15. Yet thefe Sodomites, after they were {truck blind, 
continued feeking the door to break it down, - till they were 
tired. No judgments of themfelves will “change the corrupt 
natures and wills of wicked men. If their minds had not 
been blinded as well as their bodies, they would have faid, as 
the magicians, ‘* This is the finger of God ;”” and would have 
fubmitted. (2.) It was to be an earneft of their utter ruin the 
next day. When God in a way of righteous judgment d/inds 
men, their condition is already defperate, Rom. xi. 8, 9. 


12 § And the men faid unto Lot, Haft thou 
here any befides? fon-in-law, and thy fons, and. 
thy daughters, and whatfoever thou haft in the’ 
city, bring them out of this place. 13 For we 
will deftroy this place: becaufe the cry of them 
is waxen great before the face of the Lorp, 
and the Lorp hath fent us to deftroy it. 14 
And Lot went out, and fpake unto his fons-in= 
law, which married his daughters, and faid, Up, 
get ye out of this place; for the Lorp will 
deftroy this city: but he feemed as one that 
mocked unto his fons-in-law. 


We have here the preparation for Lot’s deliverance. 
Firft, Notice is given him of the approach of Sodom’s ruin, 
Note, The holy angels 
are minifters of God’s wrath for the deftru@ion of finners, as 
well as of his mercy for the prefervation and deliverance of his 
people. In this fenfe, the good angels become ew! angels, 
Pfal. Ixxviil. 49. 

Secondly, He is dire&ted to give notice to his friends and 
relations, that they, if they would, might be faved with him, 
ver. 12. Haft thou here any befides, that thou art concerned 


‘for? Ifthou haft, go tell them what is coming. Now’ this 
O 


implies, 
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implies, (1.) ‘The command of a great duty, which was to do 
all he could for the falvation of thofe about him; to {natch 
them as brands out of the fre. Note, Thole who thyough 
grace are themfelves delivered out of a finful ftate and condi- 
tion, fhould do what they can for the deliverance of others. e- 
{pecially their relations. (2.) The offer of great favour. They 
do not afk whether he knew any righteous ones in the city fit 
to be fpared ; ,no, they knew there were none: But they afk 
‘what relations he had there; and, whether righteous or un- 
righteous, they fhould be faved with him. Note, Bad people 
often fare the better in this world for the fake of their good 
relations. It is good being a-kin to a godly mam 

Thirdly, He applies himfelf accordingly to his fons-in-law, 
yer. 14. Obferve, 

[1.] The fair warning that Lot gave them: Up, get you 
out of this place. The manner of expreflion is ftartling and 
quickening. It was no time to trifle when the deftruction was 
juft at the door. They had not forty days to turn them in, 
as the Ninevites had. Now, or never; they muft make their 
efcape. At midnight this cry was made. Such as this is our 
call to the unconverted to turn and hve. 

[2.] The flight they put upon this warning : He feemed to 
them as one that mockad. They thought, perhaps, that the 
affault which the Sodomites had juft now made upon his houfe, 
had difturbed his head, and put him into fuch a fright that he 
knew not what he faid: Or, they thought he was not in ear- 
neft with them. They that lived a merry life, and made a 
jelt of every thing, made a jeft of that; and fo they perifhed 

in the overthrow. Thus many who are warned of the mifery 
and danger they are in by fin, make a light matter of it, and 
think their: minifters do but jeft with them; fach will perifh, 
with their-blood upon their own heads. 


15 § And when the morning arofe, then the 
angels haftened Lot, faying, Arife, take thy wife, 
and thy two daughters which are here ; left 
thou be confumed in the iniquity of the city. 
16 And while he lingered, the men laid: hold 
upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, 
and upon the hand of his two daughters; the 
Lorp being merciful unto him: and they 
brought him forth, and fet him without the ci- 
ty. 17 4 And it came to pafs,, when they had 
brought them forth abroad, that he faid, Efcape 
for thy life ; look not behind thee, neither ftay 
thou in all the plain: efcape to the mountain, 
left thou be confumed. 18 And Lot faid unto 
them, Oh not fo, my lord. 19 Behold now, 
thy fervant hath found grace in thy fight, and 
thou haf magnified thy mercy, which thou haft 
fhewed unto me in faving my life: and I can- 
not efcape to the mountain, left fome evil take 
me, and I die. zo Behold now, this city zs near 
to flee unto, and it zs a little one: Oh let me 
efcape thither, (cs it not a little one?) and my 
foul {hall live.. 21 And he faid unto him, See, 
I have accepted thee concerning this thing al- 
fo, that I will not overthrow this city, for the 
which thou haft fpoken. 22 Hafte thee, efcape 
thither; for I cannot do any thing till thou be 
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come thither: therefore the name of the city 
was called Zoar. 23°6[ The fun was rifen up- 
on the earth when Lot entered into Zoar. 


Here is, Firf, The refcue of Lot out of Sodom. Though 
there were not ten righteous men in Sodom, for whofe fakes it 
might be foared; yet that one righteous man that was among 
them delivered his own foul, Ezek. xiv. 14. Early in the 
morning, his own gueils, in kindnefs to him, turned him out 
of doors, and his family with him, ver. 15. His daughters: 
that were married, perifhed with their unbelieving hufbands ;_ 
but thofe that continved with him, were preferved with him. 
Obferve, :; 

[1.] With what a gracious violence Lot was brought out: 
of Sodom, ver. 16. It feems, though he did not make a jeft 
of the warning given, as his fons-in-law did; yet he Angered,. 
he trifled, he did not make fo miuch hafte as the cafe required. 
Thus, many that are under fome convictions about the mifery 
of their fpiritual {tate, and the neceflity of a change ; yet de= 
fer that needful work, and foolifhly Anger. Lot did fo: and 
it might have been fatal to him, if the angels had not /aid hold 
on his hand,and brought him forth, and faved him with fear, 
Jude ver. 23. 


he was loth to depart. Note, 1. The falvation of the moft. 
righteous men, muf{t be attributed to God’s mercy, not to their, 
own merit. We are faved by grace. 2. God’s" power alfo. 
muft be acknowledged in the bringing of fouls. out of a finful 
ftate. If God had not droughs us forth, we had never come 
forth. 3. If God had not been merciful to us, our lingering - 
had been our ruin. eke 
[2.] With what a gracious vehemence: He was urged to: 


make the beft of his way, when he was brought forth, ver. DJs. » 


1. He mutt ftill apprehend himfelf in danger of being con-- 
Jumed, and be quickened by the law of felf-prefervation to flee 
for bis fe. Note, There is a holy fear and trembling which- 
is neceflary to the working out of our falvation. 

2. He mutt therefore mind his bufinefs with the utmoft care 
and diligence. He muft not hanker after Sodom; /ovb not 
bebind thee: He muft not loiter by the way; //ay not in all 


the plain, for it would all be made one dead /ea > He mult not 


take up fhort of the place of refuge appointed him: E/cape to 


| the mountain, Such as thefe are the commands given to:thofe. 


who through grace are delivered out of a finful {tate and con- 
dition. 1//, Return not to fin and Satan ;. for that is dooding 
‘back to Sodom, 2d/y, Reft not infelf and the world; for. 
that is fayznag in the plain. And, 3d/y, Reach towards Chrift’ 
and heaven; for that is efcaping to the mountain, fhort of which. 
we muft not take up. : 
Secondly, The fixing of a place of refuge for him. 
mountain was firft appointed for him to flee to. But, 
1. He begged for a city of refuge ; one of the five that lay 
together, called Be/a, chap. xiv. 2. ver. 18,—20, It was: 
Lot’s weaknefs, to think a city of his own chufin8 fafer than 
the mountain. of God’s appointing. And he argued againft 


The 


himfelf when he pleaded, Zhou haji magnified thy mercy im. 
faving my life, and I cannot efcape to the mountain: For 
could not he that had plucked him out of Sodom, when he. 


‘ingered, carry him fafe to the mountain, though he began to: 
tre? Could not he that had faved him from greater evils, fave 
him from the leffer?) He infifts much in his petition upon the 
{mallnefs of the place: Jt 2s a Attde one, 1s it not 2 Therefores. 
it was to be hoped, not fo bad as the reft. This gave a new 
name to the place; it was called Zoar, a Little one. Intercefe 
fions for /ittle ones are worthy to be remembered. 


2. God graared him his requeft, though there was much in-. 


firmity: 


Chap. MER. 


Herein it is faid, the Lord was merciful. to 3 
him; otherwife he might ju///y have left him to perith,, fince 


t 


aes 


Chap. XTX. 


- 


- foon faftened upon them. 


% 


See what favour God fhewed to a 
1/, Zoar was {pared to gratify him. 


firmity in‘it, ver. 21, 22. 
true faint, though weak. 


- ©Though his interceffion for it was not as Abraham's a So- 


‘dom, “from a principle of generous charity, but purely from 
felf-intereft ; yet-God granted him his requeft, to fhew how 
much the fervent prayer rot a righteous man avails 2dly; So- 
dom’s ruin-was fufpended till ‘he was fafe:  Z cannot do any 
thing till thou be come thither. Note, The very prefence of good 
men in a place helps to keep off Bhasin 


God takes’for the prefervation of his people. ‘the winds are 


held till God’s fervants are fealed, Rev. vii. 3. Ezek. ix. 4. 


_ Laftly, Wt is taken notice of, that be fun was rifen when 
Lot entered into Ziar. For when a good man comes into a 
place, he brings light along with him, or fhould do. 

24 Then the Lorp rained upon Sodom and 
upon Gomorrah Lomgoies and fire from the 
Lorp out of heaven. 25 And he overthrew 
thofe cities, and all the ae and all the inha- 


- bitants of the cities, and that which grew upon 
_ the ground. 


Then when Lot was got fafe into Zoar, then this ruin came; 
for good men are taken away from the evil to come. Then 
when the fun was rifen bright and clear, promifing a fair day, 
then this ftorm arofe, to fhew that it was not from natural 
caufes. Concerning this deftruction, obferve, 

(1.) That God was the immediate Aarhor of it. It was 
deftrudion from the Almighty. The Lard rained,—from the 
Lord, ver. 24. i. e. God from himfelf, by his own immediate 
power, and not in the common courfe of nature: Or, God the 
Son from Ged the Father, for the Father has committed all 
judgment to toe Son. Note, He that is the Saviour, will be 
the deftroyer of thofe that reject the falvation. 

(2.) That it was a frange punifbment, Job xxxi. 3. Never 
was the like before nor fince. ell was rained from heaven 
dpon them. Fire and brimfione, and an horrible tempef, 
this was the portion of their cup, Plal. xi. 6. Not a flafb 
of lighining, which is deftructive enough when God gives it 
commiflion ; but a /bower of Aghtnin 7g. Brimftane was /car- 
tered upon their habitation, Job xviii. 15. and then the fire 
God could have drowned them as 
he did the old world, but he would fhew that he has many 
arrows in his quiver 3 fire as well as water. 

~(3.) That it was a judgment thai laid all wafte: J¢ over- 
threw the cites, and deftroyed all the znhabitants of them; 
the plain, and all that grew upon the ground, ver. 25. It 
was an utter ruin, and irreparable: That fousail valley remains 
to this day a great lake, or dead fea; it is called the Sa/t /ea, 
Numb. xxxivy. 12. Travellers fay it is about _thirty miles 
long, and ten miles broad. It has no living creature 4n it. 
Tt is not moved by the wind: The fmell of it is offenfive: 
Things do not eafily {mk in it. The Greeks call it Ajphalts, 
from a fort of pitch which it cafts up: 
and is loft there.~ pre 

(4.) That it was a punifhment. that anfwered their fin. 


_ Burning tufts againft nature were juftly punifhed with this pre- 


terdatural burning. They that went after frange fle/b, were 
deftroyed by range fire, Jude ver. 7. They. perfecuted the 
angels with their rabble, and made Lot afraid ; and now God 
perfecuted them with his tempelt, and made them afraid with 
hisftorm, Pfal. Ixxxiii. 15. 

(5.) That it was defigned for a flanding revelation of the 
wrath of God againft fin and finners in all ages. {tis accord- 


_ingly often refer ‘red tO in ‘the fcripture, and made. a pattern of 


the ruin of Ifrael, Deut. xxix. 23 ; of Babylon, la. Xai. 14.5 
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See what care — 


Ze falls into it, - 


SA oh for. 


of Edom, Jer. xlix. 18.; of Moab ahd. Ammon, Zeph. it. g. 


_ Nay, it was typical of the vengeance of eternal fire, Jude ver. 


7. andthe ruin of all that live ‘ungodly, 2 Pet. it. 6. efpecially 
that defpife the gofpel, Mat. x. 15. It is an allufion to this 


| deftruction that the place of the damned is often reprefented 
! by a Joke that burns, as Sodom.did, with fire and brimfigne. 


Let us learn from it, 1. The evil of fin, and the hurtful nature 
of it. * Iniquity tends to ruin. 2. The terrors of the Lord. 


‘See what a fearful thing it is to fall into the hands of the. li- 


ving God. 


26 4 But his \ Oe looked back from behind 
him, and fhe became a pillar of falt 


This alfo is written for our admonition: our Saviour refers 
to it, Luke xvii. 32. Remember Lot's wife. As by-the ex- 
ample of Sodom the wicked are warned to turn Jrom their 
wickednels, fo by the sed oe of Lot’s wife the righteous are 
warned not to turn from their righteoufne/s. See Ezek. iil. 
18, 20. We have here, 

Firf, The fin of Lot's wife: She looked back from behind 
him. This feemed a {mall thing; but we are fure by the pu- 
nifhment of it that it was a great finf§ and exceeding :finful. 
(1.) She difobeyed an exprefs command; and fo finned after 
the fimiltude of Adam’s tranfgreflion, which ruined us all. 
‘(2.) Unbelief was at the bottom of it: She queftioned whe- 
ther Sodom would be deftroyed, and thought fhe might ftill 
have been fafe in it. (3.) She looked back upon her neigh- 
bours fhe had left behind with more concern than was fit ; 
now their day of grace was over, and Divine Juftice was glo- 
rifying itfelf in their ruin, See Ifa. Ixvi. 24. (4.) Probably 
fhe hankered after her houfe and goods in Sodom, and was 
loth to leave them. Chrift intimates this to be her fin, Luke — 
Xvii. 31, 32. fhe too much regarded her ftuff. (5.) Her look- 
ing back {poke an inclination to go back; and therefore our 
Saviour ufes it as a warning againft apoftacy from our Chriftian 
profeflion. We have all renounced the world and the flefh, 
and have fet our facés heaven-wards ; we are 22 the plain, 
upon our probation; and it is at our peril if we return into 
the interefts we profefs to have abandoned. Drawing back is 
to perdition, and ‘ooking back is towards it. Let us there- 
Sore fear, Heb. iv. 1. 

Secondly, The punifhment of Lot's wife for this fin. She 
was {truck dead in the place: Yet her body did not-fall down, 
but ftood fixed and ereét like a pillar or monument; not liable 
to wafte or decay, as human bodies expofed to the air are, but 
metamorphofed, into a metallic fubftance which would laft per- 
petually. ees bebold the goodne/s and fevertty of God, 
Rom. xi. 22.: Towards Lot that went forwards, goodne/s ; 
towards his wife that looked back, feverity. ‘Though fhe was 
nearly related to a righteous man, though better than her neigh- 
bours, and though a monument of diftinguifhing mercy in her 
deliverance out of Sodom; yet God did not connive at her 
difobedience: For great privileges will not fecure us from the 
wrath of God, if we do not carefully and faithfully improve 
them. This pillar of falt fhould feafon us. Since it is fuch 
a dangerous thing to look back, let us always profs forwards, 
Phil. ii. 13, 14. 


274 And Abraham gat up early in the 
morning, to the place where he {tood before the 
Lorp. 28 And he:ldoked toward Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, 
and ‘beheld, and lo, the fmoke of the country 
went up as the f{moke of a furnace. 29 7 And 
it came to pats, when God deftroyed the ci- 

O 2 ties 


108 


ties of the.plain, that God remembered Abra- 
ham, and fent Lot out of the midft of the over- 
throw, when he overthrew the cities in the 
which, Lot dwelt. 


Our communion with God confifts in our pious regard to 
him, and his gracious regard'to.us. We have here therefore 
the communion that was between God and Abraham in the 
event concerning Sodom, as before in the confu/tation concern- 
ing it; for communion with God is to be kept up in providen- 
ces as well as in ordinances. 

Fifi, Here is Abra:am’s pious regard to God in this event, 
in two things: [1.} A careful expectation of the event, ver. 
a9. He eat up early, to look toward Ssdom 3 and, to intimate 
that his defign herein was ‘to fee what became of his prayers, 
he went to the very place where he had food before the Lord, 
and er himfelf there as upon bis ‘wateh-/ower, Hab. i. 1. 


Note, When we have prayed, we mult jook after our prayers,’ 


and obferve the fuccefs of them: We muft dire@ our prayer 
as a letter, and then /ovk wp for an anfwer , dirc& our prayer 
as an arrow.and then look up to fee whether it reach the mark, 
Pfal. v. 3. Our inquiries after news muft be in expectation 
of an anfwer to our prayers. [2.] An awful obfervation of 
it? He /soked toward Sodom, ver. »8.; not as Lois wife, 
‘did. tacitly reflecting upon the divine fevefity, but. humbly a- 
doring it, and acquieicing in it Thus the faints, when they 
Jee tbe fmoke of Babylon’s torment rifing up for ever, (like 
Sodem’s here,) will fay again and again, Alleluia, Rev. xix. 


3, Thofethat have moft earneftly interceded for finners.in the 


duy of grace, will in the day of judgment be content to fee 
them perith, and glorify God in it. ; 

Secondly, Were is God’s favourable regard to “braham, 
ver, 29. As before when Abraham prayed for Ifhmael, God 
heard him for Ifaac ; fo now, when he prayed for Sodom, he 
heard him for Lot. He remembered Abraham, and for his 
fake fent Lot cut of the overthrow. Note, (1.) God will 
certainly give an anfwer/of peace to the prayer of faith, in his 
own way and time. though for a while it feem to be forgotten, 
yet fooner or later it will appear to be remembered. (2.) 
That the relations and friends of godly people fare the better 
for their intereft in God, and interceflions with him: It was out 
of réfpe& to Abraham that Lot was refcued. Perhaps this 
word \encouraged Mofes. long after to pray, (Exod. xxxii. 13.) 
Lord, remember Abraham ; and fee La. Ixiii. 11. 


30 {| And Lot went up out of Zoar, and 
dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters 
with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and 
he dwelt m a cave, he and his two daughters. 
31 4 And the firft-born faid unto the younger, 
Our father 7s old, and there is not a man in 
the earth'to come in. unto us after the manner 
of all the earth. 32 Come, let us make our fa- 


ther drink wine, and we will lie with him, that — 


we may preferve feed of our father. 33 And 
they made their father drink wine that night : 
and the firft-born went in, and lay with her fa- 
ther ; and he perceived not when fhe lay down, 
nor when fhe arofe. 34 And it came to pafs 
on the morrow, that the firft-born faid unto the 
younger, Behold I lay yefternight with my fa- 
ther: let us make him drink wine this night: 
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alfo: and go thou in, and lie with him, that we 
may preferve feed of our father. 35 And they, 


made their father drink wine that night alfo: 


and the younger arofe, and lay with him; and 
he perceived not when fhe lay down, nor when 
fhe arofe. 36 Thus were both the daughters 
of Lot with child by their father. - 37 And the 
firft-born bare a fon, and called his name Moab: 
the fame zs the father of the Moabites unto this 
day. 38 And the younger, fhe alfo bare a fon, 
and éalled his name Ben-ammi: the fame zs 
the father of the children of Ammon unto this 


- day. 


Hete is, Fir, The great trouble and diftrefs that Lot was’ 
brought into after his deliverance, ver. 30. oie cal 
[1.] He «as frightened out of Zoar; durft not dwell 
there; either becaufe he was confcious to himfelf that it was 
a refuge of his own chufing, andsthat therein he had foolithly 
prefcribed to God, and therefore he could not but diftrait his 
fafety in it: Or, becaufe he found it as wicked as Sodom, and 
therefore concluded it could not long furviveit: Or, perhaps _ 
he obferved the rife and increafe of thofe waters; which, after 
the‘coni'agration, perhaps from Jordan, began to overflow the 
plain, and which, mixing with the ruins, by degrees made the 
dead fea; in thofe waters he concluded Zoar muft needs pe- 
rifh, (though it had efcaped the fire, ) becaufe it {tood upon the 
fame flat. Note, Settlements and fhelters of our own chu- 
fing, and in which we do not follow God, commonly“ prove 

uneafy to us. t SUCRE 18 

[2.] He was forced to betake himfelf to the mountain, and 
to take tip with a cave for his habitation there. - Methinks, it” 
was {trange he did not return to Abrahant, atid put himfelf un- 
der his protection, to whom he had once ahd again owed his 
fafety: But the truth is, there are fome good men that are not 
wife enough to know what is beft for themfelves. Obferve, 
(1.) He was now gled to go to the mountain, the place which. 
God had appointed for his fhelter: Note, It is well if difap- 
pointment in owr way drive us at laft to God’s way. (2.) 
He that a while ago could not find rcom enough for himfelf 
and his ftock in the whole land, but mutt juftle with Abraham, 
and get as far from him as he could, is now confined to a hole 
in a hill, where he has fcarce room to turn him, and there he 
is folitary and trembling. Note, It is juft with God to re- 
duce thofe to poverty and reftraint who have abufed their li- 
berty and plenty. See alfo in Lot what thofe bring themfelves. 
to at laft that forfake the communion of faints for fecular ad- 
vantages: They will be beaten with their own rod. 

Secondly, The great fin that Lot and his daughters were 
guilty of when they were in this defolate place. It is a. 
fad ttory. : 

[1.] His daughters laid a very wicked plot to bring him to. . 
fin; and theirs was gue the greater guilt. They contri- 
ved, under pretence of cheering up the {pirits of their father in 
his prefent condition, to make him drunk, and then lie with 
him, ver. 31, 32. (1.) Some think their pretence was plau- 
fible: Their father had no fons, they had no hufbands, nor. 
knew they where to have any of the holy feed; or, if they 
had children by others, their father’s. name would not be pre- ? 
ferved in them. Some think they had the Meffiah in their 
eye, who, they hoped, might defcend from their father ;,for he 
came from Terah’s elder fon, was feparated from the reft of 
Shem’s pollerity as well as Abraham, and’ was now fignally 
delivered out of Sodom: Their mother and the reft of the fas 
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Chap. XX. 


. man! What are the beft of men, when God leaves them to 


_ not only,a,great fin itfelf, but it is the inlet of many fins: 7 
may proye}the inlet of the woz/? and moft unnatural fins, / 


ber, he could not think of without ‘horror. 


mily were gone; they might not marry with the curfed Ca- 
naanites ; and therefore they fuppofed that the end they aimed 
at, and the extremity they were brought to, would excufe the 
irregularity. Thus the learned Monfieur //ix. Note, Good 
intentions are often abufed to patronize ill actions. But, (2.) 
Whatever their pretence was, it is certain their project. was ve- 
ry wicked and vile, and an impudent affront to the very light 
and law of nature. Note, 1. Vhe fight of God’s moft tre- 
mendous judgments upon finners, will not, of itfelf, without 
the grace of God, reftrain evil"hearts from evil practices. One 
would wonder how the fire of luft could poffibly kindle upon 
them who had fo lately been the eye-witnefles of Sodom’s 
flames. 2. Solitude has its temptations as well as company, 
and particularly to uncleanaefs. When Jofeph was alone with 
his miftrefs, he was in danger, Gen. xxxix. 11. Relations 
that dwell together, efpecially if folitary, have need carefully 
to watch even again{t.the leaft evil thought of this kind, lett 
Satan ge: an advantage. A 

[2.] Lot himfelf, by his own folly and unwarinefs, was 
wretchedly overcome ; and fuffered himfelf fo far to be impo- 
fed vpon by his own children, as two nights together to be 
drunk, and to commit inceft, ver. 33, Sc, Lord, what is 


themfelves! See here, 1. The peril of fecurity. Lot, that not 
only kept himfelf fober and chafte in Sodom, but was a con- 
{tant mourner for the wickednefs of the place, and a witnefs a- 
gainit it; yet, in the mountain, where he was alone, and, as 
he thought, quite ont of the way of temptation, he is thus 
fhamefully overtaken. Let him therefore that thinks he ftands, 
ftands high, and ftands firm, sake heed lef? he fall. No moun- 
tain.on,this fide the bo/y Ai// above, can fet us out of the reach 
of Satan’s fiery darts. 2. The peril of drunkennefs.  Itis 


which may be.a perpetual «wound and difbonour. Excellently 
doth Mr Hebert defcribe it, He that ts drunken, may his 
mother kill, big with his ffler, &c. A man may do that 
without relunétancy when he is drunk, which, when he is fo- 
3. The peril of 
temptation from our deareft relations and friends, whom we 
love and efteem, and expect. kindnefs from. Lot, whofe tem- 
perance and chaftity were impregnable againft the batteries of 
foreign force, was furprifed into fin and fhame by the bafe 
treachery of his own daughters. We mutt dread a {nare where- 
ever we are, and be always upon our guard, 

Tn the clofe, we have an account of the birth of the two 
fons or grandfons (call them which you will).of Lot, Moaé 
and Ammon, the fathers of two nations neighbours to {frael, 
and. which we often read of in the Old Teftament; both to- 
gether are called the children of Lot, Pial. lxxxiii. 8. Note, 
Though profperous-births may attend inceftuous conceptions, 
yet they are fo far from juftifying them, that they rather per- 
petuate the reproach of them, and entail infamy upon poftenty: 
Yet the tribe. of Judah, of which our Lord fprang, defcended 
from fuch a birth and Ruth, a Moabitgis, has a name.in. his 
genealogy, Mat..1..35 5- | 

Lajily, Obferve that after this, we never read any more. of 
Lot, nor what came of him. No doubt he repented of his 
fin, and was pardoned: But from the filence of the fcripture 
conceraing him, from henceforward we may learn, that drunk- 
ennefs, as it makes men forgetful, fo it makes them furgot- 
ten ; and many a name, which otherwife might have been re- 
membered with refpea, is buried by it in contempt and oblivion. 


ra ererALP XX 
We are here returning to the fory of Abraham: Yet 
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that part of tt, which is bere recorded, 15 not to, bis 
honour. The farreft marbles have ther flaws; and 
while there are {pots in the moon, we muft not expe 
any thing fpotle/s under it: And the fertpture vs tm- 
partial in relating the blemtfhes even of its mofe cele- 
brated heroes. We have here, 1. Abrabam’s fin in 
denying bis wife, and Abimelech’s fin thereupon in ta- 
hing her, ver. 1, 2» II. God’s difcourfe with Abi- 
melech in a dream, upon this occafion: Wherein he 
Joews him his error, ver. 3.5 accepts his plea, ver. 
4,—6.; and dire&s him to make reftitution, ver. 4. 
Ill. Abimelech’s difcourfe with Abraham: Wherein 
he chides him for the cheat he had put upon him, ver. | 
8,—10.; and Abraham excufes it ax well as he can, 
ver. 11,12. IV. Lhe good iffue of the fory: In 
which Abimelech reftores Abraham his wife, ver. 
14,—-16.; and Abraham, by prayer, prevails with 
God for the removal of the judgment Abimelech was 
under, ver. 17, 18. 


ND Abraham journeyed from thence to- 

ward the fouth-country, and dwelled be- 
tween Kadefh and Shur, and fojourned in Ge- 
rar. 2 And Abraham faid of Sarah his wife, 
She 7s my fifter: and Abimelech king of Ge- 
rar, fent and took Sarah. 


Here is, Fir//, Abraham’s remove from Mamre, where he 
had lived near twenty years, into the country of the Philiftines,: » 
ver. 1.: He /ojourned in Gerar. We are not told upon what 
occafion he removed ; whether terrified by the deftruétion of 
Sodom ; or becaufe the country round was, for the prefent, 
prejudifed by it; or, as fome of the Jewifh writers fay, becarife 
he was grieved at Lot’s inceft with his daughters, and the re- 
proach which the Canaanites caft upon him and his religion 
for his kinfman’s fake. Doubtlefs there was fome good caufe 
for his removal. Note, 1. In a world where we are ftrangers ° 
and pilgrims, we, cannot expect to be always in the fame place. 
2. Wherever we are, we muft look upon ourfelves as fojour- 
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Y “ners. ‘ 


Secondly, His fin in denying his wife; as before, chap. xii. 
13.: Which was not only in itfelf fach an equivocation as 
bordered upon a lie, and which, if admitted as lawful, would 
be the ruin ef human converfe, and an inlet toll falfehood ; 
but was alfo an expofing of the chaltity and honour of his 
wife, which he ought to be the protector of. But befides this, 
it had here a two-fold aggravation: [1.] That he had been 
guilty of this fame fin before, and had been reproved for it, 
and convinced of the folly of the fuggeftion which induced him 
to it; yet he returns to it. Note, It is poflible that a good 
man may not only fall into fin, but relapfe into the fame fin, 
through the furprife and {trength of temptation, and the infirm- 
ity of the flefh. Let backfliders repent then, but not defpair, 
Jer. ui. 22. [2.] That Sarah, as it fhould feem, was now- 
with child of the promifed feed, ‘or at leaft in expeétation of 
being fo quickly, according to the word of God} -he ought 
therefore to have taken a particular care of her now, as Judg, . 
Kill. qe - 

Thirdly, The peril that. Sarah was brought: into by this 
means: The king of Gerar /ent and tovk her to his houfe, 
in order to the taking of her to his bed. Note, The. fin of - 
one often occafions the fin of others: He that breaks the 
hedge of God’s commandments, opens a gap to he knows not: 


how. many: The beginning of fin is as the letting forth of. 
water... 
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2 But’God came to Abimelech ina dream, by 
night, and faid to him, Behold, thou art but a 
dead man, for the woman which thou haft ta- 
ken : for fhe is a man’s wife: 4 But Abimelech 
had not come néar her: and he faid, Lorp, wilt 
thou flay alfo a righteous nation? 5 Said he not 
unto me, She is my fifter? and fhe, even fhe 
herfelf faid, He 7s my brother: in the integrity 
of my heart and innocency of my hands have 
I done this. 6 And God faid unto him in a 
dream, Yea, I know that thou didft this in the 
integrity of thy heart; for I alfo with-held thee 
from finning againft me: therefore fuffered I 
thee not to touch her. 7 Now therefore reftore 
the man /is wife; for he is a prophet, and he 
thall pray for thee, and thou fhall live: and if 
thou reftore Jer not, know thou that thou. fhalt 
‘arely die, thou, and all that are thine. 


It appears by this, that‘ God revealed himfelf by dreams, 
which evidenced themfelves to be divine and fapernatural, not 
only to his /ervaats the prophets, but even to thofe that were 
out of the pale of the church and covenant: But then ufually 
it was with fome regard to God's own people; as, in Pharaoh’s 
dream, to Jofeph ; in Nebuchadnezzar’s, to Daniel ; and here, 
in Abimelech’s, to Abraham and Sarah ; for be reproved this 
king for their fake, Pfal. cv. 14, 15. ; 

Fir, God gives him notice of his danger, ver. 3. His 
danger of fim, telling him that the woman was a man’s wife ; 

fo that if he takes her, he wrongs her hufband: His danger 
of death for this fin, Thou art a dead man; and God’s fay- 
ing fo of aman makes him fo. Note, Every wilful finner 
ought to be told, that he isa dead man; as the condem- 
ned malefactor, and the patient whofe difeafe is mortal is faid 
’ to be fo: If thou art an ill man, certainly thou art a dead man. 
Secondly, He pleads ignorance, ver. 4. 5.: That Abraham 
and Sarah had agreed to impofe upon him, and-not. to let him 
know that they were any more but brosher and fier, See 
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there is fin; but it is from him that there is not more fin, el- 
ther by his influence-on mens minds checking their inclination 
to fin, or by his providence taking away the opportunity to fin. 
(3.) It is a great mercy to be hindred from committing fin, 
and which God mutt have the glory of, whoever is the inftru- 
MEN, F, Hames: FSa) Fy mT 

[3-] He chargeth him to make. reftitution, ver..7. Now 
therefore, now thou art better informed, reffore the man his 
wife. Note, Ignorance will excufe no longer than it conti- 
nues: If we ignorantly did wrong, that will not excufe us if 
we knowingly per/ifi in it, Lev. v. 3, 4. — The reafons why 
he muft be juft and kind to Abraham, are, 1. Becaufe he is a 
prophet, near and dear to God, for whom God doth in a par- 
ticular manner concern himfelf.. God highly refents the inju- 
ries done to his prophets, and takes them as done to himfelf. ” 
z. Being a prophet, he jhall pray for thee: That is a pro- 
pbet’s reward; and a good reward it is. It is intimated, that - 
there was a great efficacy in the prayers of a prophet; and 
that- good men fhould be ready to help thofe with their pray- 
ers that ftand in need of them, and fhould make at leaft this 
return for the kindnefles that are done them. Abraham 
was acceflary to Abimelech’s trouble, and therefore was 
obliged in juftice to pray for him. 3. It is at thy pe- 
ril if-thou do not reftore her: Know thou, that thou /halt 
Jurely die. Note, He that doeth wrong, whoever he is, prince 
or peafant, fhall certainly receive for the wrong which he has 
done, unlefs he repent and make reftitution, Col, iii, 25. No 
injuftice can be made paflable with God; no, not by Ceiar’s 
image ftamped upon it. ; 


8 Therefore Abimelech rofe early in the 
morning, and called all his fervants, and told all - 


- Chap. XX. 
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| thefe things in their ears: and the men were 
fore afraid. g Then Abimelech called Abra- 


what confidence a man may shave towards God, when his , 


heart condemns him not, 1 Jobn ili. 21. If our confciences 
witnefs to our integrity, and that, however we may have been 
cheated into a fnare, we have not knowingly and’ wittingly 
finned againft God, it will be our reyorcing an the day of evil. 
He pleads with God as Abraham had done, chap. xviii. 
23. Wilt thou flay a righteous nation? Not fuch a nation as 
Sodom, which was indeed ju//y deftroyed, but in this matter 
innocent. 

Thirdly, God gives a very full anfwer to what he had faid. 

[1t.] He allows his plea; and admits, that what he did, he 
did it in the integrity of his heart, ver, 6. Yea, I know it. 
Note, It is matter of comfort to thofe that are honeft, that 
God knows their honefty, and will acknowledge it ; though 
perhaps men that are prejudifed againft them, either cannot be 
convinced of it; or will not own that they are. 

[2.] He lets him know, that he was kept from proceeding 
in the fin, purely by the good hand of God upon him : Twith- 
held thee from finuing againfi me. Abimelech was hereby 
Kept from doing wrong, Abraham from fuffering wrong, and 
Sarah from both. “Note, (1.) There is a great deal of fin de- 
vifed and defigned that is never executed. As bad as things 
are in the world, they are not fo bad as the devil and wicked 
men would Rave them. (2.) It is God that reftraings men 
from doing the ill they would do: It is not from him that 


-my wife. 


ham, and faid unto him, What haft thou done 
unto us? and what have I offended thee, that . 
thou haft brought on me and on my kingdom 
a great fin? thou haft done deeds unto me that 
ought not be done. 10 And Abimelech faid 
unto Abraham, What faweft thou, that thou haft 
done this thing? 11 And Abraham faid, Be- 
caufe I thought, Surely the fear of God is not 
in this place; and they will flay me. for my 
wife’s fake. 12 And yet indeed /be is my fift- 
er; fhe zs the daughter of my father, but not- 
the daughter of my mother: and fhe became 
13 And it came to pafs, when God. 
caufed me to wander from my father’s houfe, 
that I faid unto her, This zs thy kindnefs 
which thoti fhalt fhew unto me; at every place: 
whither we fhall come, fay of me, He is my 
brother. | wy arse 
Abimelech being thus warned of God ina dream, takes the 
warning ; and, as one truly afraid of fin and tts confequences, 
he rifes ear/y to purfue the dire@ions given him. - 
Firf?, He has a caution for his fervants, ver. 8. Abraham 
himfelf could not be more careful than he was, to command 
his boufebold in this matter. Note, ‘I hofe whom God hath. 
convinced of fin and danger, ought to tell others what God 
has done for their fouls, that they alfo may be awakened, and 
brought to a like holy fear. TAY RRR Rae sashes ue 
Secondly, He has a chiding for Abraham.  Obferve, 
[i.] The 
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> [1.] The ferious reproof which Abimelech gave to Abra- 
ham, ver. 9, to, His reafoning with Abraham upon this oc- 
cafion was very ftrong, and yet very mild. Nothing could be 
faid better. He doth not reproach him, wor infult over him: 
Doth not fay, * Is this your profeflion? { fee, though you 
will not fwear, you will lie: If thefe be prophers, I will blefs 
me from them.” But he fairly reprefents the injury Abraham 
had done him, and calmly fignifies his refentment Ofte 1: 
He calls that fin which he now found he had been in danger 
of, a great fin. Wote, Even the light of nature teaches men, 
that the fin of adultery is a great fin: Be it obferved, to the 
fhame of many who call themfelves Chriftians, and yet make 
a light matter of it. 2. He looks upon it, that both himfelf 
and /ir kingdom would have been expofed to the wrath of 
God, if he had been guilty of that fin, though ignorantly. 
Note, The fins of kings often prove the plagues of kingdoms; 
rulers fhould therefore, for their people’s fake, dread fin. 3. 
He charges Abraham with doing that which was not juftifi- 
able, in difowning his marriage. This he fpeaks of juttly, 
and yet tenderly: He doth not call him a liar and cheat ; but 
tells him, he had done deeds that ought not to be done. Note, 
Equivocation and diffimulation, however they may be palliated, 
~ are very ill things, and by no means to be admitted in any 
cafe. 4. He takes it asa very great injury to himfelf_and 
his family, that Abraham had thus expofed them to fin: ** What 
have I offended thee? Tf 1 had been thy worft enemy, thou 
couldeft not have done me a worfe turn, nor taken a more ef- 
fectual courfe to be revenged on me.’? Note, We ought to 
' reckon, that thofe do us the greateft difkindnefs in the world 
that any way tempt us, or expofe us to fin, though they may 
pretend) friendthip, and offer that which is grateful enough to 
the corrupt nature. 5. He challenges him to affign any juft 
caufe he had to fufpeét them as a dangerous people for an ho- 
neft man to live among, ver. 10. ‘* What fawef thou, that 
thou haf? done this thing 2 What reafon had{t thou to think, 
that if we had known her to be thy wife, thou wouldeft have 
been expofed to any danger by it?” Note, A fufpicion of our 


goodnefs is juftly reckoned a greater affront than a flight upon. 


our greatnefs. 
{2.]} The poor excufe that Abraham made for himfelf. 
1. He pleaded the ill opinion he had of the place, ver rr- 
He though: within himfelf, though he could not: give any good 
- reafon for his thinking fo, Surely the fear of God is not in 
this place, and then they will fay me. Note, (1.) Little 
good is to be expected there where xo fear of God is: See 
Pfal. xxxvis 1. (2.) There are many places and perfons 
that have more-of the fear of God in: them than we think they 
have: Perhaps they are not called by our dividing name, they 
do not wear our badges, they do not tie themfelves to that 


which we have an opinion of, and therefore we conclude they: 


have not the fear of God in their hearts: which is very in- 
jurious both to Chrift and Chriftians, and makes us obnoxious 
to God’s judgment, Mat. vii. 1. (3-) Uncharitablenefs and 
‘cenforioufnefs is a fin that is the caufe of many other fins. 
When men have once perfuaded themfelves concerning fuch 
and fuch, that they have not the fear of God, they think that 
will juftify them in the molt unjuft and unchriftian practices 


towards them. Men would not do ill, if they did not firft 


think ill. 


2. He excufed it from the guilt of a downright lie; by — 
making it out, that in a fenfe fhe was Ais filer, ver. 12. Some | 


think fhe-was- Lot’s own fitter, who is called his brother Lat, 
chap. xiv. :6. though-he was his nephew.; fo Sarah is called 
his f/fer. But they to whom he faid, She 1s my /i/fer, under- 
ftood that fhe was fo his fifter, as not to be capable of being 
his wife ; fo that it was an equiyocation with an intent.to de~ 
ecives. 
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3: He clears himfelf from the imputation of an affront de- 
figned to Abimelech in it, by alledging that it had been his 
practice before, according to an agreement between him and 
his wife when they firft became fojourners, ver. 13. When 


God caufed meio wander fram my father’s houfes’ then we ~ 


feitled this matter. Note, (1.) God is to be acknowledged 
in all our wanderings. (2.) Thofe that travel abroad and 
converfe much with {trangers, as they have need of the wifdom 
of the ferpent, fo it is requifite that z5a¢ be ever tempered with 
the innocency of the dove. {t may, for ought I.know,. be 
fuggelted, that God denied to Abraham and Sarah the blef- 
fing of children fo long, to punifh them for this finful compaét 
they had made to deny one another: |f they will-not own 


their marriage, why fhould God own it? But we may fuppofe, . 


that after this reproof which Abimelech gave them, they a- 
greed never to do fo again; and then prefently we read, chap.. 
XXi. I; 2. that Sarah conceived. 


14 And Abimelech took fheep, and oxen, 
and men-fervants, and- women-fervants, and 
gave them unto Abraham, and reftored him Sa- 
rah his wife. 15 And Abimelech faid, Behold, 
my land 7s before thee: dwell where it plea- 
feth thee. 16 And unto Sarah he faid, Behold, 


I have given thy brother a thoufand pieces of 


filver : behold, he zs to thee a covering of the 
eyes, unto all that are with thee, and with all 
other: thus fhe was reproved. 17 @ So A- 
braham prayed unto God: and God healed: A- 
bimelech, and his wife, and his maid-fervants ¢ 
and they bare children. 18 For the Lorp 
hac. faft clofed up all the wombs of the houfe 


of Abimelech, becaufe of Sarah Abraham’s: | 


wife. 
Here is, Firft, The kindne/s of a prince which Abimelech 


fhewed to Abraham. See how unjult Abraham’s jealoufies 


were: He fancied, if they knew that Sarah was his wife, they 


would kill him; but inftead of that, when. they did know it, 
they were kind to him; frightened at leaft to be fo by the 
divine rebukes they. were under. (1.) He gives him his 
royal licence to dwell where he pleafed ia his country ; court- 
ing his ftay, becaufe he faw that God was with him, ver. 1 5q. 


(2.) He gives him his royal gifts: ver. 14 Sheep and onzn';. 


and, ver. 16. @ thoufand /beke/s. This he gave when he re- 


{tored Sarah, either, 1. By way of fatisfaétion for the wrong: 


he had offered to do in taking her to his houfe. When the 
Philiffines reflored the ark, being plagued for detaining it; they 
fent a prefent with it. The Jaw appointed, that when reftitu. 
tion was made, fomething fhould be added to it, Lev. vir 5. 
Or, 2. To engage. Abraham’s prayers for him: Net as if 
prayers fhould be bought and fold; but thofe whofe {pirical 


things we reap of, we fhould endeavour-to be kind to, 1 Cor.. 


ix. 11. Note, It is our wifdom to get and keep an intere(t 
with thofe that have an interelt in heaven; and to make thofe 
our friends who are the friends of God. (3.) He gives to 
Sarah good inftruGtion: Tells her, that her bu/band (her.bro- 
ther he calls him, to upbraid her with calling him fo) mutt be 


to her for a covering of the eyes; i..e, fhe mult look at no o--" 
Note, -Yoke-- 


ther, nor defire to be looked at by any. other. 
fellows mu{t be to each other.for.a covering of the eyes. The 
martiage-covenant is a covenant with the eyes ; like Job’s, 
chap. Xxxl. I. “ 

Secondly, The kindne/s of a prophet, which Abraham fhew- 


ed 


~ 
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ed to Abimelech': He prayed for him, ver. 17, 18+ This ho- 
nour God would put upon Abraham, That though Abime- 
lech had reftored Sarah, yet the judgment he was under fhould 
be removed upon the prayer of Abraham, and: not before. 
Thus God healed Miriam, when Moles, whom fhe had af- 
fronted, prayed for her, Numb. xii. 13.3 and was reconciled 
to Job’s friends, when Job, whom they had grieved, prayed 
for them, (Job xlii. 8.); and fo did, as it were, give it under 
his hand that he was reconciled to themes’ Note, The prayers 
of good men may be a kindnefs to great men, and ought to be 
valued. . 
CarinA YP, RLS ; 
In this chapter we have, 1. Lfaac, the child of promife, 
born into Abrabam’s family, ver. 1,—8. Il. I/b- 
mael, the fon of the bond-woman, ca/? out of it, ver. 
9,—21. Ill. Abrabam’s league with bis neighbour 
Abimelech, ver. 22,—33. WV. His devotton.to his 
God, ver. 33, 34- 


' * ND the Lord vifited Sarah as he had faid, 
f\ and the Lord did unto Sarah as he had 
‘{poken. 2 For Sarah conceived, and bare A- 
braham a fon in his old age, at the fet time of 
which God had fpcken to him. 3 And Abra- 
‘ham called the name of his fon that was born 
unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Haac. 4 
And Abraham circumcifed his fon Ifaac, being 
eight days old, as God had commanded him. 
4 And Abraham was an hundred years old, 
when his fon Ifaac. was born unto him. 6 { 
And Sarah’ faid, God hath made me to laugh, 
fo that all that hear will laugh with me. 7 
And fhe faid, Who would have faid unto Abra- 
ham, that Sarah fhould have given children 
fuck? for I have born Aima fon in his old age. 
8 And the child grew, and was weaned: and 
Abraham made a great feaft fhe fame day that 
Ifaac was weaned. 


Long looked for comes at laft. The vifion concerning the 
-promifed feed is for an appointed time; and now, at the end, 
it fpeaks, and doth not lie. Few under the Old Teftament 
were brought into the world with fuch expedtation as Ifaac 
was}; not for the fake of any great perfonal eminency to which 
. he was to arrive, but becaufe he was to be in this very thing a 

type of Chrift; that feed which the holy God fo long pro- 
mifed, and holy men fo.long expeéted. In this account of the 
firft days of Ifaac, we may obferye, 

Firft, The fulfilling of God’s promife in the conception and 
birth of Ifaac, ver. 1, 2. Note, God’s providences look 
beft and brighteft when they are compared with his word, 
and we obferve how God in all aéts as he has /azd, as he has 
Spoken. 

[1.] Laac was born according to the promife: The Lord 
wifised Sarah in mercy, as he bad faid. Note, No word of 
God fhall fall to.the ground ; for he is faithful that has pro- 
mifed, and. God’s faithfulnefs is the {tay and fupport of his 

- people’s faith. He was born at the fet time of which God 
had fpoken to him, ver. 2. Note, God is always punctual. to 
his time: Though his promifed mercies come not at the time 


that we fet, they will certainly come at the time that be fets, 
and that is the beft time. 


- 
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- [2.] He was born by virtue of the promife. Sarah by 
faith received frength to conceive, Heb. xi 11.: God there- 
fore, by promife, gave that ftrength. It was not by the 
power of common providence, but by the power of a fpecial 
promife that Ifaac was born. 
were, pafled upon the fecond caufes: Abraham was old, and 
Sarah old, and both as good as dead; and then the word. of 
God took place. Note, True believers, by virtue of God’s 
promifes, are enabled to do that which is above the power of 
human nature; for by chem they partake of a divine nature, | 
2 Pet. i. 4. 

Secondly, Abraham’s obedience to God’s precepts concern- 


_ing Hfaac. 


(1.) He named bim, as God commanded him, ver. 3. 
God direéted him to a name for a memorial ; [/aac, Laughter: 
And Abraham, whofe office it was, gave him that name, though 
he might have defigned him fome other name of a more pomp- 
dus fignification. Note, It is fit the luxuriancy of human 
invention fhould always truckle to the fovereignty and plain- 
nefs of divine inftitution. Yet there was. good reafon for the 
name. 1. When Abraham received the promife of him, he 
laughed for joy, chap. xvii. 17. Note, When the fun of:com- 
fort is rifen upon the foul, it is good to remember how wel- 
come the dawning of the day was, and with what exultation 
we embraced the promife. 2. When Sarah received the pro- 
mife, fhe laughed with diftruft and diffidence. Note,” When 
God gives us the mercies we began to defpair of, we ought to 
remember with forrow and fhame our finful diftrufts of God’s 
power and promife when we were in purfuit of them. 3. 
Ifaac was himfelf afterwards /aughed at by I/hmael, ver.-9.; 
and perhaps his name bid him expeét it. Note, God’s favour- 
ites are of the world’s laughing-ftocks. 4.’ The promife, which 
he was not only the fon but the heir of, was to be the joy of 
all the faints in all ages, and that which would fill their mouths 
with /aughter. . 

(2.) He circumeifed him, ver. 4. "The covenant being e- 
ftablifhed with him, the feal of the covenant was adminiftered 
to him; and though a bloody ordinance, and he a darling, yet — 
it muft not be omitted; no, nor deferred beyond the eighth 
day. God had kept time in performing the promife, and there- 
fore Abraham muft keep time in obeying the precept. 

Thirdly, 'The impreflions which this mercy made upon 
Sarah. 

iff, It filled her with joy, ver. 6. God hath made me to 
laugh ; he hath given me both caufe to rejoice, and a heart 
to rejoice. ‘Thus the mother of our Lord, Luke i. 46. Note, 
1. God beftows mercies upon his people, to encourage. their 
joy in his work and fervice: And whatever is the matter of —— 
our joy, God muft be acknowledged as the Author of it, un- 
lefs it be the /aughter of the fool. 2. When mercies have 
been long deferred, they are the more welcome when they 
come. . 3. It adds to the comfort of any mercy to have our 
friends rejoice with us in it: (fee Luke i. 58.) They that — 
hear will laugh with me ; for laughing is catching. Others 
would rejoice in this inftance of God’s power and goodnefs, 
and be encouraged to truft in him. See Pfal. cxix. 74, 

2dly, It filled her with wonder, ver. 7. Obferve here, , 

1, What it was fhe thought fo wonderful: That Sarah 
Jbould give children fuck ; that fhe fhould not only bear a 
child, but be fo {trong and hearty at that age as to give it fuck. 
Note, Mothers, if they be able, ought to be nurfes to their own 
children. Sarah was a perfon of quality, was aged ; nurfing 
might be thought prejudicial either to herfelf or to the child, 
or to both; fhe had choice of nurfes, no doubt, in her own” 
family ; and yet fhe would do her duty in this matter: And 


her 


A fentence of death was, as it 
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her-daughters the good wivés are, while they thus do we//, 1. 


Pet. iit. 5,6. Ste Lam. iv. 3. : 
2. How fhe expreffed.her wonder: Who would have faid 


22 The thing was fo highly zmprobable, fo near to 1mpo/ffible, 


_ that, if any one*but God had faid it, we could not.have be- 
_ lieved them. Note,-God’s favour to his covenant-people are 
fuch as farpafs'both their own and others thoughts and expec- 
tations. © Who could imagine that God fhouid do fo much 
. for thofe that deferve fo little, nay, for thofe that deferve fo 
— il? See Eph. iii. 20. 2 Sam. vii. 19. Who would have faid 
- that God fhould fend his fon to die for us, his Spirit to fancti- 
fy us, his angels to attend us? Who would have faid that fuch 


great fins fhould be pardoned, fuch mean fervices accepted, and 


fuch worthlefs worms taken into covenant and communion 

with the great and holy God? 

_ Fourthiy, A fhort account of Ifaac’s infancy, ver. 8. The 

child grew. Special notice is taken of this, though a thing 

_of courfe, fo intimate, that the children of the promife are 

growing, children: See Luke i. 80. and ii. 40. They that 
> are born of God, fhall increafe more and more with the in- 
cteafe of God, Col. ii. 19. He grew fo as not always to 
need milk, but was able to bear ffrong meat,and then he was 
weaned: See Heb. v. 13, 14. And then it was that “bra- 
ham made a great feaft for his friends and neighbours, in 
thankfulnefs to God for his mercy to him. He made this 
feaft, not the day that Ifaac was born, that would have been too 
great a difturbance to Sarah; nor the day he was cireumci/ed, 
that would have been too great a diverfion from the ordinance; 
but the day he was weaned ; becaufe God’s blefling upon the 
nurfing of children, and the prefervation of them through the 
perils of the infant-age, is a fignal inftance of the care and 
tendernefs of the Divine Providence, which ought to be. ac- 
knowledged to its praife. See Pfal. xxii. 9, 10. Hof. xi. 1, 2. 


9 | And Sarah faw the fon of Hagar the E- 


-gyptian, which fhe had born unto Abraham, 
mocking. 10 Wherefore fhe faid unto Abra- 
‘ham, Caft out this bond-woman, and her fon: 
for the fon of this bond-woman {hall not be 
heir with my fon, evex with Haac. 11 And 
_ the thing was very grievous in Abraham’s fight, 
_ becaufe of his fon. 12g And God faid unto 
Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy fight, 
~becaufe of the lad, and becaufe of ‘thy bond- 
-~ woman; in all that Sarah hath faid unto thee, 
hearken unto her voice: for in Ifaac fhall thy 
feed be called. 13 And alfo.of the fon of the 
bond-woman will I make a nation, becaufe he. 
1s thy feed. 
The cafting out of Ifhmael is here confidered of, and re- 
folved on. - aes 
Firfi, Uhmael himfelf gave the occafion, by fome affronts 
he gave to Ifaac his little brother; fome think, on the day that 
- Abraham made the feaft for joy that Ifaac was fafely weaned; 


which the Jews fay was not till he was three years old ; others 
fay five. Sarah herfelf was an eye-witnefs of the abufe. She 


" faw the fon of the Egyptian mocking, ver. 9.: Mocking Ifaac, 


no doubt ; for it is faid with réference to this, (Gal. iv. 29.) 

that be that was born after the flesh perfecuted hua that was 

‘born after the Spirit. hmael is here called the fon of the 

Egyptian, becaufe (as fome think) the 400 years affliGion of 

- the feed of Abraham by the Egyptians began now, and was to 
i VoL. I, , 5 ae ir, 
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-in its infancy, © Theff. ii. 16. 


ITS . 


be dated from hence, chap. xv, 13. She faw him playing with - 
Lfaac, {fo the Seventy ; and in play mockeng him. Uhmael 
was.fourtéen years older than Haac; and when children are 
together, the elder fhould be careful and tender of the young- 
er 3 but it argued avery. bafe and fordid di{pofition in Ifhmael 


‘to be abufive to a child that was no way a match for him. 


Note, 1. God takes notice what children fay and do in their 
play; and will reckon with them if they fay or do amifs, tho” 
their parents do not, 2. “I hat mocking is a great fin, and very 
provoking to God. * 3.~“There is a rooted remaining enmity in 
the feed of the ferpent againft the feed of the woman. “The 
children of promife muft expect to be mocked. ‘This is per~ 
fecution which they that will live godly mutt count upon. 4. 
None are rejegted and caft out ftom God, but -thofe who have 
firft deferved it; Ifhmael.is continued in Abraham’s family till 
he becomes a difturbance, ‘grief, and f{candal-to it. 

Secondly, Sarah made the motion, -ver, 10. Caf? out the 
bond-woman.. This feems to be {poken in fome heat: Yet 
it is quoted, Gal. iv. 30. as if it had been {poken by a fpirit 
of prophefy, and is the fentence paffed on all hypocrites and 
carnal people, though they have a place and a name in the vi- 
fible church: All that are born after the flefh, and not born 
again, that reft in the law, and reje& the gofpel-promife, fhall 
certainly be caf? out. It is made to point particularly at the 
rejection of the unbelieving’ Jews, who, though they were the _ 
feed-of Abraham, yet becaufe they fubmitted not to-the gof- 
pel-covenant, were unchurched and disfrancbifed: And that 
which above any thing provoked God to'caft them of, was 
their mocking and perfceuting the gofpel-church, God’s Lfaac, 
Note, There are many who 
are familiarly converfant with the children of God in this 
world, and yet fhall not partake with them in the ‘inheritance 
of fons. Ifhmael might be Ifaac’s play-fellow and. fchool-fel- 
low, yet not his fe/low-heir. ee 

Thirdly, Abraham was’ averie to it, ver. 11. The thing was 
very grievous in Abrahams fight. - (1.) It grieved him that 
Ifhmael had given fuch a provocation. Note, Children ought 
to confider, that the more their parents love them, the more 
they are grieved at their mifcarriages, and particularly their 
quarrels among themfelves. (2.) It grieved him that Sarah 
infifted upon<fuch a punifhment. Might it not fuffice to cor= 
re& him? Would nothing lefs ferve than to éxpe/ him? Note, 
Even the needful extremities which muft be ufed with wicked 
and incorrigible children, are very. grievous to tender parents, 
who cannot thus affé? we//ingly. ; . ; 

Fourthly, God determined it, ver. 12, 13.. We may well 
fuppofe Abraham to be in amighty tofs about this matter ; loth 
to difpleafe Sarah, and yet loth to expel ifhmacl. In this dif 
ficulty, God tells him what his will was; and then he is /z- 
tisfied. Note, A good man defires no more in doubtful cafes 
but to know his duty, and what God would have him to do; _ 
and when he is clear in that, he is, or fhould be, ea/y. To 
make Abraham fo, God fets this matter before him in a true 
light, and fhews him, 

[1.] That the cafting out of Ifhmael was neceflary to the 
eftablifhment of Ifaac in the rights and privileges of the cove- 
nant: In Ifaac fhall thy feed be called. Both Chrift and 
the church muft defcend from Abraham through the loins of 
Ifaac. This is the entail of the promife upon Ifaac; and is 
quoted by the apoftle, (Rom. ix. 7.) to thew, that all who 
came from Abraham’s loins were not the heirs of Abraham’s 
covenant. Ifaac, the promifed fon, muft be the father of the 
promifed feed; therefore, away with Ifhmael, fend him far e- 
nough, left he corrupt the manners, or attempt to invade the 
rights of Ifaac: It will be his fecurity to have his rival ba- 
nifhed. _ The covenant-feed of Abraham muft be a peculiar 

people, 
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people, a people by themfelves, from the very firft di/Pingur/bed, 
not mingled with thofe that were out of covenant : For this 
reafon Hhmael mutt be feparated. Abraham was called alone, 
and fo muft Haac be: See Ifa. li. 2. It is likely, Sarah lit- 
tle thought of this, (John xi. 51.) ; but God took what fhe 
faid, and turned it into an oracle, as afterwards, Gen. xxvil. 10. 

(2.] That the cafting out of Ithmael fhould not, be his ruin, 
ver. £3. “ He fhall be a sation, bevaufe he ts thy feed.” We 
are not fre that it was his eternal ruin: It is prefumption to 
fay, that all thofe who are left out of the external difpenfation 
of God’s covenant, are therefore excluded from all his mer- 
cies; thofe may be faved who are not thus honoured. ‘How- 
ever, we are fure it was not his temporal ruin. Though he 
was chafed out of the church, he was not chafed out of the 
world. I will make bim a nation. Note, (1.) Nations are 
of God’s making: He founds them, he forms them, he fixes 
them. (2.) Many are full of the bleffings of God’s providence, 
that are {trangers to the bleffings of his covenant. (3.) The 
children of this world often fare the better, as to outward things, 
for their relation to the children of God. 


14 And Abraham rofe up early in the morn- 
ing, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and 
gave 7¢ unto Hagar (putting it on her fhoulder) 
and the child, and fent her away: and fhe de- 
parted, and wandered in the wildernefs of Beer- 
iheba. 15 And the water was. fpent in the 
bottle, and fhe caft the child under one of the 
fhrubs. 16 And fhe went, and fat her down 
over againit im, a good way off, as it were a 


bow-fhot; for fhe faid, Let me not fee the death | 


of the child. And fhe fat over againft dim, and 
lift up her voice and wept. 17 And God heard 
the voice of the lad: and the angel of God call- 


ed to Hagar out of heaven, and faid unto her, | 
‘What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God - 


hath heard the voice of the lad where he zs. 


18 Arife, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine | 
19 | 


nand : for I will make him a great nation. 
And God opened. her eyes, and fhe faw a well 


ef water: and fhe went ‘and filled the bottle | 


with water, and gave the lad drink. 20 And 


God was with the lad, and he grew, and dwelt | 


in the wildernefs, and became aniarcher. 21 
And he dwelt in the wildernefs of Paran: and 
his mother took him a wife out of the land of 
Egypt. 


Here is, Fir/, The caffing out of the bond-woman and her 
fon from the family of Abraham, ver. 14. Abraham’s obe- 
dience to the divine command in this matter was Speedy ; ear- 
ly in the morning, we may fuppofe immediately after he hadin 
the night-vifions received orders to.do this. It was alfo /ud- 
miffive: It was contrary to his own judgment, at leaft to his 
own inclination, to do it; yet as foon as he perceives it is the 
mind of God, he makes no objections, but filently doth as he 
is bidden, as one trained up to an dmp/iit obedience. “In fend- 
ing them away without attendants oa foot, and flenderly pro- 
vided for, it is probable he obférved the directions given him. 
if Hagar and Tfhmael had carried themfelves well in Abra- 
ham’s family, they might have continued there ; but they threw 
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- themfelves out by their own pride ‘and infolence, which was 
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thus juttly cze/fifed. Note, By abufing out privileges, we for- 
feit them. Thofe that know not when they are well in fuch. 
a defirable place as Abraham’s family, deferve to be cathiered, 
~ and to be made to know the worth of their merciés by the 
want of them. 2 * oats : 
Secondly, Their wandering in the wilderne/s, mifling their 
| way to the place Abraham defigned them for a fettlement. 
[1.] They were reduced to great diftrefs there. ‘Their 
provifions were fpent: Ifhmael was fick; he that ufed to be 
full fed in Abraham’s houfe, where he waxed fut and kicked, 
now fainted and funk when he was brought to /bort allowance: 
Hagar is in tears, and fufficiently mortified; now fhe wifhes for 
the crumbs fhe had wafted and made light of at her mafter’s 
table: Like one under the power of the fpirit of bondage, fhe 
defpairs of relief, counts upon nothing but the death of the 


born, that he fhould live to bea man, a great man. We are 
apt to forget former promifes, when prefent providences feem 
to.contradi& them; for we sive by fenfe. 

[2.] In this diftrefs, God -gracioufly appeared for their re- 
lief: He heard the vorce of the lad, ver. 17. We read not 
of a word he faid; but his fighs, and groans, and calamitous 
| -{tate, cried loud in the ears of the God of mercy. Anangel was 
| fent to comfort Hagar; and it was not the firft time that fhe 
had met with God’s comforts in a wildernefs: She had thank- 
fully acknowledged the former kind vifits which God made 
her in fuch a cafe, chap. xviii. 13., and therefore God now 
vifited her again with feafonable fuccours. 1/7, The angel af- 
fures her of the cognifance God took of her diftrefs : * God 
has heard the voice of the lad where be is, though he be in: 
a wildernefs, (for wherever we are, there is a way open hea- 
| ven-wards;) therefore aft up the lad, and hela bim in thy 
hand,” ver. 18. Note, God’s readinefs to help us when we 

are in trouble, muft not flacken, but quicken our endeavours to 
- help.ourfelves. _2d/y, He repeats the promife concerning her 
fon, that he fhould be @ great nation, as a reafon why fhe 


care and pains about children and young people, to confider, 
that we know not what God has defigned them for, nor what- 
great ufe Providence may make of them. 3¢/y, He dire&s 
her to a prefent fupply, ver. 19. He opened her eyes, which 
were blubbered and almoft blinded with weeping, and then 
She faw a well of water. Note, Many that have reafon e- 
nough to be comforted, go mourning from day to day, becaufe, 
they do not fee the reafon they have for comfort. There is 2 
well of water by them in the ,covenant-of grace ; but they are 
not aware of it, they have not the benefit of it, till the fame 
. God .that opens their eyes to fee'their wound, opens them to 
fee their remedy, John xvi. 6,7. Now the apoftle tells us, that 
thofe things concerning Hagar and Ifhmael are "AAA YORE ALVA, 
(Gal. iv. 24.) they are to be allegorized. This then will ferve 
to illuftrate the foily of thofe, (1.) Who fought for righteouf. 
nefs by the law, and the carnal ordinances of it, and. not by 
_ the promife made in Chrift, as the unbelieving Jews did, there- 
by running themfelves into a wildernefs of want and -defpair, 
Their comforts are foon exhaufted; and if God fave them 
and undeceive them, they are undone. 


(2.) Their folly alfo. 


Chap. XXI.- 


child, (ver. 15; 16.); though God had told her before he was ° 


fhould beftir herfelf to help him. — Note, 1t fhould engage our ° 


not by prerogative, and by a miracle of mercy open their eyes 


who {eek for fatisfaGion and happinefs in the world and the 


things of it, "Thofe that forfaké the comforts of the covenant 
and .communion with God, and chufe their portion in-this 
earth, take up with @ bottle of water, poor and flender pro- 


vifion, and that foon fpent ; they wander endlefsly.in purfuit of Ms 


. fatisfagtion, and at length fit down fhort of it. . 5 


Thirdly, The fettlement of U{hmacl at lalt in the wilderne/s- 
' of 
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and fuch a one he was, chap. xvi 12. They that are born 


__ after the flefh, take up with-the-wildernefs. of this world; while 


the children of the promife aim at the heavenly Canaan, -and 
cannot be at reft till’they are there, Obferve, (1.) He had fome 
“tokens of God’s prefence: God was with the /ad. His out- 


- -award profperity was owing to this. + (2.) By trade he was an 


archer ; which intimates, that craft was his excellency, and 
{port his bufinefs. Rejected Efau was a cunning hunter. (3.-) 
He marched among his mother’s relations: She took him a 
wife.out of Egypt. As great an archer as he was, he did not 
think he took his aim well in the bufinefs of his marriage if he 
proceeded without his mother’s advice and confent. 


22 © And it came to pafs at that time, that 


Abimelech, and Phichol the chief captain of his. | 


hoft, fpake unto Abraham, faying, God zs with 
thee in all that thou doeft. 23 Now therefore 
fwear unto me here by God, that thou wilt not 
deal falfely with me, nor with my fon, nor with 
my fon’sfon: but according to the kindnefs 
that I have done unto thee, thou fhalt do unto 
“me, and to the land wherein thou haft fojourn- 
ed. 24 And Abraham faid, I will fwear. 25 
And Abraham reproved Abimelech becaufe of 
a well of water, which Abimelech’s fervants 
had violently taken away. 26 And Abimelech 
faid, I wot not who hath done this thing: nei- 
ther didft thou tell me, neither yet heard I of it 
but to-day. 27 And Abraham took fheep and 
. oxen, and gave them unto Abimelech: and 
‘both of them made a covenant. 28 And Abra- 
ham fet feven ewe-lambs of the flock by them- 
felves.” 29- And Abimelech faid unto Abraham, 
What mean thefe feven ewe-lambs which thou 
haft fet by themfelves? 30 And he faid, For 
thefe feven ewe-lambs fhalt thou take of my 
hand, that they may be.a witnefs unto me, that 
I have digged this well., 31 Wherefore he 
called that place Beer-fheba: becaufe there 
‘they fware both of them. 32 Thus they made 
a covenant at Beer-fheba: then Abimelech 
rofe up, and -Phichol the chief captain of his 
hoft, and they returned into the land of the 
Philttines. 


We have here an account of the treaty between Abimelech 
_and Abraham; in which appears the accomplifhment of that 
promife, chap. xii. 2. That God would make his name great. 
His friendfhip is valued, is courted, though a {tranger, though 
a tenant at will to the Canaanites and Perizzites. ; 
Firft, The leagne is propofed by Abimelech, and Phicol his 
prime minifter of {tate and general of his army. 
{1.] The inducement to it was God’s favour to Abraham, 
ver. 22. “¢ God.ts with thee in all that thou doef ; and we 
cannot but take notice of it.”? Note, 1. God in his providence 
fométimes fhews his people fuch tokens for good, that their 
neighbours cannot but take notice of it, Pfal. Ixxxvio 17. 
Their affairs do fo vifibly profper, and they have fuch remark- 
able fuccefs in their undertakings, that a conteflion is extorted 
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of Paran, yer. 20, ahs A wild place, fittelt for a abild man; 


ris 


from all about them of God’s prefence with them. 2. It is, 
good being in favour with thofe that are in favour with Ged, 
and having-an intereft in them that have an intereft in heaven, 
Zech. vii. 23. We will go with you, for we have beard 
that God ts with yeu. We do well for ourfelves if we have 
fellow/bip with thofe that have fellow/hip with God, t John 
ee 

[2.] The tenor of it was, in general, That there fhould be 
a firm and conftant friendfhip between the two families, which 
fhould not upon any account be violated. This bond of 
friendfhip mult be ftrengthened by the bond of an cath; in 
which the true God was appealed to, both as a witnefs of 
their fincerity, and an avenger in cafe either fide were treach- 
erous; ver. 23. Obferve, 1. He defires the entail of this 
league upon his pofterity, and the extent of it to his people: 
He would have Azs fon, and his fon’s fon, and his land like- 
wife to have the benefit of it. Good men fhouid fecure an al- 
liance and communiomwith thé favourites of heaven, not for 
themfelves only, but for theirs alfo. 2. He minds Abraham 
of the fair treatment he had found among them: 4ecording to 
the kindnefs I have done unto thee. As thofe that have re« 
ceived kindnefs, muft return it; fo thofe that have fhewed 
kindnefs, may expect it. 

Secondly, It is confented to by Abraham, with a particular 
claufe inferted about a well. In Abraham’s part of this tranf 
action, obferve, ; 

[1.] He was-ready to enter into this league with Abime- 
lech, finding -him to be a man of honour and confcience, and 
that had the fear of God before his eyes, ver. 24. f will 
fwear. Note, 1. Religion doth not make men morofe and 
unconverfable; I am fure it ought not: We muft not, under 
colour of fhunning bad company, be four to all company, ‘and 
jealous of every body. 2. Am honeft mind doth not fartle 
at aflurances: If Abraham fay he will be true to Abimelech, - 
he is not afraid to fwear it; an oath is for conjirmation. 

[2-] He prudently fettled the matter concerning a wel! 
which Abimelech’s fervants had quarrelled with Abraham a- 
bout. Wells of water, it feems, were choice goods in that 
country: Thanks be to God, that they are not fo fcarce in 
ours. (1.) Abraham mildly told Abimelech of it, ver. 25. 
Note, If our brother trefpafs againft us, we muft with the 
meeknefs of wifdom te// him his fau/t, that the matter may be 
fairly accommodated, and an end made of it, Mat. xviii. 15. 
(2.) He acquiefced in Abimelech’s juftification of himfelf in 
this matter, ver. 26. [ wot not who hath done this thing. 
Many are fufpected of injuftice and unkindnefs that are per- 
feétly innocent, which we fhould be glad to be convinced of. 
The faults of fervants muft not be imputed to their: mafters, 
unlefs they know of them, and juftify them: And no more 
can be expeéted from an honeft man, than that he be ready to 
do right as foon as he knows that he hath done wrong. {3.) 
He took care to have his title to the well cleared and con- 
Jjrmed, to prevent any difputes or quarrels for the future, ver. 
30. It is juftice, as well as wildom, to do thus, in perpetuam 
FEL MeMOTLAM. 

[3-] He made a very handfome prefent to Abimelech, ver. 
24. It was not any thing curious or fine that he prefented ta 
him, but that which was valuable and ufeful, /beep ‘and oxen, 
in gratitude for Abimelech’s kindnefs to him, and in token 
of hearty friendfhip between them. Interchanging of cour- 
tefies is the improving of love; that which is mine, is my 
friends. 

[4.] He ratified the covenant by an oath; and_ regiftered 
it, by giving a new name to the place, ver. 31, Beer-/heba, 
The well of the oath, in remembrance of the covenant they 
fware to, that. they might be ever mindful of it: Or, The well 
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of feven, in remembrance of the feven lambs given to Abi- 
melech asa confideration for his confirming Abreham’s utle 
to that well. Note, Bargains made muft be remembered, that 
we may make them good, and may not break our word through 
overfight. 


22 4 And Abrabam planted a grove in Beer- 
fheba, and called there on the name of the 
Lorp, the everlafting God. 34 And Abraham 
fojourned in the Philiftines land many days. 


iss OM OR SBI 


Obferve, [r.] Abraham being got into a good neighbour- | 


hood, knew when he was well, and: coniinued a, great while 
there: There he planted a grove for a fhade to “his tent, or 
perhaps an orchard of fruit-trees; and there, though we cannot 
fay he fettled, for God would have him, while he lived, to be 


a firanger and a pilgrim, yet he /ajourned many days, as long | 


as would confilt with his character as dérabam the Hebrew, 
or paffenger. : 
{2.] There he made not only a firm practice, but an open 
profeflion of, his religion: There he called on the name of the 
Lord the everlafting God, probably in the grove he planted, 
which was his oratory or houfe of prayer. Chrift prayed in a 
garden, on a mountain. 1. Abraham kept up public worthip, 
to which probably his neighbours reforted, and joined with 
him. Note, Good men fhould not only retain their goodnefs 
 wheréver they go, but do all they can to propagate it, and 
make others good. 2. In calling on the Lord, we muft eye 
him as the everlafling God; the God of the worid, fo fome. 
‘Though God had made himfelf known to Abraham as fis 
God in particular, and in covenant with him ; yet he’ forgets 
not to give glory to him as the Lord of all, the everla/iung 
Gd who was before all worlds, and will be when time an 
days fhall be no more. See Ifa. x], 28, 


GHA P.. XXII. 

We have here the famous ftory of Abrabam’s offering 
up his fon Ifaac, that 1, bis offering to offer him, 
which is jufily looked upon as one of the wonders of 
the church. Here w,1. The ftrange command which 
God gave to Abraham concerning it, ver. 1,.2. IL. 
Abraham's fvange obedience to this command, ver. 
3-10. Hl. The frange iffue of this trial. (1.) 
Lhe facrifice of Ifaac was countermanded, ver. 11, 
14. (3.) The covenant was renewed with Abraham 
hereupon, ver. 15,—-19. IV. Laflly, An account 
of fome of Abraham’s relations, ver. 20. ad fin. 


Ate it came to pafs after thefe things, that 
i & God did tempt Abraham, and faid unto 
ium, Abraham. And he faid, Behold, dere I 
an. 
only fon aac, whom thou loveft, and get thee 
mto the land of Moriah, and offer him there for 
a burnt-oflering upon one of the mountains 
which I will gell-thee of. 

_ Elere.is the trial of Abraham's faith, whether it continyed 
fo firong, fo vigorous, fo viGtorious, after a long fettlement in 
communion with. God, as it was at firlt when by it he left his 
country: Then it was made to appear that he loved God bet- 


ter than his father; now, that he loved him better than Azs fon 
Obferve here, 


(2.) Another facrifice was provided, very 13, ° 


2 And he faid, Take now thy fon, thine > 


than any yet. 


- > uae oe 
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Firfl, The time when Abraham was thus tried, ver. x, 
After thefe things ; after all the other exercifes he had had, 
all the hardfhips and difficulties he had gone through. Now, . 
perhaps, he was beginning to think the Jtorms were all blown 
over; but after all, this encounter comes, which is fharper 


Note, many former trials will not fuperfede | 
nor fecure us from further trials; we have not yet put off ‘hé- 
harnefs, 1 Kings xx. 11. See #fal. xxx. 6, 7. ~ (bak 

Secondly, The author of the trial; God tempted him: Not 
to draw him to fin, fo Satan tempts; if Abraham had facri- 
ficed Ifaac, he had not finned; his orders would have juftified 
him, and borne him out: But to difcover his graces, how 
{trong they were, that they might be found to praile und how 
nour and.glory, 1 Pet. t. 7- Thus God tempted Job, that he 
might appear not only a good man, but a great man. God 
did tempt Abraham: He did tiff up Abravam, fo fome read 
it; as a {cholar that improves well is lifted up, when he is put 
into a higher form. Note, Strong faith is often exercifed 
with {trong trials, and put upon hard fervices. 

Third/y, The trial itfelf. God appeared to him as he had 
formerly done; called him by name, Abraham, that name 
which had been given him in ratification of the promife. A- 
braham, like a good fervant, readily anfwered, “(Here am J; 
what faith my Lord unto his feryant ?”? Probably he expected 
fome renewed promife; like thofe, chap. xv. 1. and xvi. 1. 
But to his preat amazement, that which 4God has to fay to 
him is, in. fhort, Aéraham, go hill thy fon: And this com- 
mand is given him in fuch aggravating language, as makes the 
temptation abundantly more grievous. When God fpeaks, - 
Abraham, no doubt, takes notice of every word, and_liftens 
attentively to it; and every word here is a-/word in bis bones; 
the trial is fteeled with trying phrafes. Is it any pleafure to ~ 
the Almighty that he fhould afflici?. No, it is not; yet when 
Abraham’s faith is to be tried, God feems to take pleafure in 
the aggravation of the trial, ver. 2.  Obferve, i 

[1.] The perfon to be offered. (1.) Take thy fon: Not 
thy bullocks and thy lambs ; how willingly would Abraham 
have parted with them by thoufands to redeem Ifaac! No, J. 
will take no bullock out of thy boufe, Plal. 1.10. I muft have — 
thy fon. Not thy fervant; no, not the fteward of thine houfe ; 
that fhall not ferve the turn: I mutt have thy fon. Jephthah, 
in purfuance of a vow, offered a daughter ; but Abraham muft 
offer his fon, in whom the family was to be buili up. “ Lord, 
let it be an adopted fon”? Nos (2.) Thine only fon, thine 
only fon by Sarah. Lhmael was lately caft out, to the grief 
of Abraham ; and now Ifaac only was left, and muft he go 
too? Yes, (3.) Take Maac, him by name, thy Laughter, 


- that fon indeed, chap. xvii. 19.: Not fend for Ifhmael “back, 


and offer him 5 no, it muft be Ifaac. “* But, Lord, I love 
Ifaac ; he is to me as my own foul; Ithmael is ncé, and wilt | 
thou take Ifaac alfo? All this 1s againft me.” _ Yea, (4.) 
That fon whom thou lve. The trial was of. Abraham’s 
love to God, and therefore it muft be in a beloved fon, and 
that {tring muft be touched moft upon. In the Hebrew, it is _ 
exprefled more emphatically, and, £ think, might very well be 
read thus, Zake now that fon of thine, that only one of thine, 
whom thou love/, that Ifaac. God’s command muft over- 
rule all thefe confiderations. 2 ¥ So 
[2.] The place: Jn the land of Moriah; three days journey © 


| off: So that he might have time to confider it; and if he do’ 


it, muft-do it deliberately, that it might be a Jervice the more 

reasonable, and the more honourable. 5 
[3.] The manner: Offer him for @ burnt-offering. He. 

mutt not only kill his fon; but kill him as a facrifice, kill him. 


devouily, kill him by rule, kill him with all that pomp and ce- 


4 remony, , 
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ao. 


‘ 
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‘remony, with all that fedatenefs. and -compofednefs of mind, ‘ 


with which he vfed to offer his burnt-offerings. 


3 And Abraham rofe up early in the morn- 
ing, and-fadled his afs, and took two of his 
young men with him, and Lfaac his fon; and 
clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rofe 
up, and went unto the place of which God had 
told him. 
lift up his eyes, and faw’the place afar off. ¢ 


And Abraham {aid unto his young men, Abide 


you here with the afs; and land the lad will go 
yonder and worfhip, and come again: to you. 
6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt- 
offering, and laid z¢ upon Ifaac his fon; and he 


took the fire in his hand, and.a knife: and they; 


went both of them together. 7 And Ifaac fpake 
unto Abraham his father, and faid, My father: 
and he faid, Here am 1, my fon. And he faid, 
Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the 
lamb for a burnt-offering? 8 And Abraham 
. faid, My fon, God will provide himfelf a lamb 
for a burnt-offering: fo they went both of them 
together. 9 And they came to the place which 
- God had told him of, and Abraham built an al- 


< 


4 Then on the third day Abraham © 


tar there, and laid the wood in order; and — 


bound Haac his fon, and laid him on the altar 
upon the wood. 190 And Abraham ftretched 


‘forth his hand, and took the knife to flay his . 


fon. 


We have here Abraham’s obedience to this feyere com- 


mand: Being tried, he offered up Lfaac, Heb. xi. 17. Ob-_ 


ferve, © ; 

Firft, The difficulties which he broke through in this act 
of obedience. Much might have been objected againit it. As, 
(1.) It feemed dire@tly againft an antecetlent law of God, 
which forbids murder under a fevere penalty, Gen. ix. 5, 6. 
Now, can. the\nchangeable God contradié himfelf? He that 
bates robbery for burni-offering, (Ifa. lxi. 8.) cannot delight 
in murder for it. (2.) How would it confift-with-natural af. 
fe€tion to his own fon? It would be not only murder, but the 


worft-of murders: Cannot Abraham be obedient, but he muft 


be unnatural? If God infift upon a human facrifice, is there 


none but Ifaac to be the offering? and none but Abraham to - 


be the offerer ? Muft the father of the faithful be the moniter 
of all fathers? God gave him no reafon for it. When Iih- 
mael was to be caft out, a jult caufe was afligned, which fatis- 


fred Abraham; but here Ifaac mult die, and Abraham mutt. 


kill him, and neither the one nor the other muft know why or 
wherefore. 
or his life had‘been the ranfom of fome other life more preci- 
ous, it had been another matter: Or, if he had died as a cri- 
minal, a rébel againft God or his parents, as in the cafe of the 
idolater, Deut. xiii. 8, 9. or the ftubborn fon, Deut xxi. 18, 
19, it might have paffed as a facrifice to juftice. 
is not fo; he is‘a dutiful, obedient, hopeful fon’: Lord, what 
profit is there in his blood? (4.} How would this confit with 
the promife? Was it not faid, that 7 I/aac /hall thy jeed be 
called? But what comes of that-feed, if this pregnant bud be 


‘broke off fo foon.  (5:) How: fhould he ever look Sarah in: 


But the cafe’ 


If Ifaac had been to die a martyr for the truth, | 
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the face again? With what face can he return to her and his 
family, with the blood of Lfaac fprinkled on his garments, and 
{taining all his raiment? Surely a blogdy bufband haf thou 
been unto me, would Sarah fay, as Exod. iv. 25, 26.; and it 


' would be likely to alienate her affections ‘for ever both from 
. him and from his God. (6.) What would the Egyptians fay, 


and the Canaanites and Perizzites which dwelled then in’ the 
land? It would be an eternal reproach to Abraham, and.to his 
altars : Fair fall nature, if this be.grace. Thefe, and many the 


like objections, ‘might have been made: But he was infallibly_ 


affured, that it was indeed a command of God, and not a de 


- Infion ; and then that was fufficient to anfwer them all. Note, 
- God’s commands mutt not be difputed, but obeyed; we mutt 


not confult with fle/h and blood about them, Gal. i. 15, 16. 
but with a gracious obftinacy perfift in our obedience to them, : 
Secondly, The feveral fleps of this obedience ; all which help 


to magnify it, and to fhew that -he ‘was guided by prudence, 
_and governed by faith, in the whole tranfaétion. — 


Probably the command was 


[1.] He rifes early, ver. 3. 


given in the vifions of the night, and ear/y the next morning 
he fet himfelf about the execution of it; did not delay, did not 


demur, did not take time to deliberate; for the command was 
peremptory, and would not admit a debate. Note, ‘Thofe that 
do the will of God deartily, will do it /peedily ; while we de- 


lay, time is loft, and the heart hardened. 


[2.] He gets things ready for a facrifice ; and, as ifthe - 


himfelf had been a Gibeonite, it fhould feem with his own’ 
_hands he c/eaves ‘the wood jor the burnt-offering, that that 
might not be to feek when the facrifice was to be offered. Spi- 


ritual facrifices muft be thus prepared for. 


[3.] It is very likely he faid nothing of it to Sarah: This” 


} is a journey which fhe muft know nothing’ of, left fhe prevent 
There is fo much in our own hearts to hinder our pro-“. 


it. 


grefs in duty, that we have need, as much as may be, to keep ° 


out of the way of other hindrances. 


[4.] He carefully looked about him to difcovér the place 


appointed for this facrifice, which God had promifed by fome 


fign'to direé&t him to. Probably the direction was given by an ° 


appearance of the D:vine Glory in the~place, fome-pillar of 


which he pointed when he faid; (ver. 5.) We will 


gO yonder, 
where you fee the light, amd wor/bip. 


fire reaching from heaven to earth, vifible at a diftance, and to » 


[5.] He left his fervants at fome diftance’ off, ver 5 lett ® 


they fhould have interpofed, and created him fome difturbance 
in his flrange oblation ; for Ifaac was, no doubt, the darling of 
the whole family. Thus when Chrift was entering upon his 


agony in the garden, he took only three of his difciples with ° 


him, and left the reft at the garden-door, Note; It is our 
wifdom and duty, when we are going to worfhip God, to lay 
afide all thofe thoughts and cares. which may divert us frora 
the fervice; leave them at the bottom of thé hill, that we 
attend on the Lord without difraéion. 

[6.] He obliged Ifaac to carry the wood, (both to try his 
obedience in a lefler matter firft, and that~he~ might typify 
Chrift, who carried his own crofs; John xix. 17.); while he 


himfelf, though he knew what he did, with a fteady and‘un- 


daunted refolution carried the fatal kmfe and fire, ver. 6. 
Note, Thofe that through grace are refolyed ‘upon’ the fub- 
{tance of any fervice or fuffering for ‘God, muft overlook the 
little circumftances. which make 


and blood. < 


may. 


a 


< 


it doubly difficult to. flefh 


7.) Without any rufle or diforder, He talks it over “with » , 
Tfaac, as if it were but a common facrifice he was going to of-” 


fer, ver.'7, 8, . 
if, {t was a very pretty queftion that Ifaac afted: him, ‘as 


they were going together. My father, faith Waac : Tewas' 4 - 
melting 


7 ep “ 
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ing kifs; ‘perhaps he takes another for Sarah, from her. dying 
fon. This being done, he rcfolutely forgets the bowels. of a. 
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melting word, which one would think fhould. ftrike deeper in 


~ the breaft of Abraham than his knife could in. the breaft of 
Hfaac. He might have faid, or thought at leaft, Call me, 
not thy father, who am now to be thy murderer: Cana father 
be fo barbarous, fo perfectly Joft to-all the tendernefs of a fa- 
ther??? Yet. he keeps his temper, and keeps his countenance to 
admiration ; calmly waits for his fon’s queftion; and, this is it, 
Behold the fire and the wood, but where, 1s the lamb? See 
how expert Haac was in the law and cuftom of facrifices as 
Thus it is to be well catechifed. This is, (1.) A iryeng quef- 
tion to Abraham. How could he endure to think that Haac 
is himfelf the lamb? So it is; but. Abraham, as yet, dare not 
tell him. fo. Where God knows. the faith to be armour 
of proof, he, will laugh at the trial of the annocenty Job ix. 
23, (2.) Itis a reaching queftion to us all, that when we 
are going to worfhip. God, we fhould Serioufly confider, whether 


we haye every thing ready, efpecially she lamb for a burnt-. 


offering. Behold, the fre is ready; 7. ¢. the Spirit’s aflitt- 
ance, and. God’s acceptance. The wood is ready; the infti- 
tuted ordinances defigned to kindle our affections, which in- 
deed, without the Spirit, are but like wood without fire ;. but. 
«he Spirit works by them, li things are now ready; but 
aubere is the lamb ? Where is the heart? Is that ready to be 
offered up to. God, to afcend to him.as a burat-offering ? 
2dly, It was a very prudent anfwer which Abraham gave 
him, ver. 8. My fon, God will provide himfelf a lamb. This 
was the language, either, 1/7, Of his obedience. We mutt 
offer the lamb which God has appointed now to be offered; 
thus giving him this general rule of. fubmiflion to the divine 
will, to prepare him for the application of it to himfelf very 
quickly. Or, 2d/y, Of his faith ; Whether he meant it fo or 
no, this proved to be the meaning of it; a facrifice was provi- 
ded imftead of Ifaac. Thus, (1.) Chrift the great Sacrifice of 
atonement was of God’s providing; When none in heaven. o& 
earth could have found a lamb. for that burnt-offering, God 
himfelf found the ranfom, Plal. Ixxxix. 20. (2.) All our 
Sacrifices of acknowledgment are of God’s providing too. It 
is he that prepares the heart, Pfal. x.17. The broken and 
- contrite fpirit is a facriice of God, Pfal. li. 17.3 of bis pro- 
viding. 

[8.] With the fame refolution and compofednefs of mind, 
after many thoughts of heart, he applies himfelf to the com- 
pleating of this facrifice, ver. 9, 10. He goes on with a holy 
wilfulnefs. After many a weary {tep, and with a heavy heart, 

~ he arrives at length at the fatal place; builds the altar, an al- 
tar of earth we may fuppofe, the fadeft that ever he built, and 
he had built many a one; /ays the wood in order for his I- 
faac’s funeral pile; and now tells him: the amazing news, 
*« Tac, thou art the lamb which God has provided !”? And, 
for ought appears, Ifaac is as willing as Abraham. We.do 
not find that he made. any objection againft it, any petition for 
his life; that he attempted to make his efcape, much lefs, that 
he ftruggled with his aged father, or made any refiftance: A- 
braham doth it, God will have it done, and Ifaac has learned 
to fubmit to both; Abraham, no doubt, comforting him with . 
the fame, hopes, with which he bunfelf by faith wes comfort. 
ed, Yet it is neceflary that a /acrifice be bound. The great 
Saerifice which, in the fulnefs of time, was to be offered Up, 
mult be dounds: and therefore fo muft Ifaac. But with what 
heart could tender Abraham tie thofe guiltleis hands that per- 
haps had often been lifted up to afk him blefling, and ftretch- 
ed.eut to embrace-him, and were now more firaitly bound with 
the cords of love and duty? However, it muft.be done. Ha- 
ving bound him, he /ays him upon the altar, and his hand Up- 
on the head of the facrifice; and naw, we may fuppofe, with 
floods of tears, he gives and takes the final farewel of a.patts 


' We muft-tread in the fteps of sthrs faith of Abraham. 


i, ing to: refign them up to Ged’s will. 
help and relieve his people, is when they are brought to the 
; “~~ greatelt. 


father, and puts on the awful gravity of a facrificer; with a ; 
fixed heart, and an eye lifted up to heaven, he takes thé knife, 


and {tretches out his hand to give the fatal cut to. Ifaat’s throat. 
Be aftonifhed, O heavens, at this! and, wonder, O earth! 
Here is an act of faith and obedience which deferves to be a 
fpeftacle to God, angels, and men. Abraham's darling, Sa- 
rah’s Jaughter, the church’s. hope, the heir of promife, lies rea- 
dy to bleed and die by his own father’s hand, who never {mays 
at the doing of it. Now this. obedience of Abraham in offer- 
ing up Ifaac, is a lively reprefentation, (1.) Of the love of 
God to us, in delivering up his only-begotten Son to fuffer and 
die for us as a facrifice: Lt pleafed ihe Lord himfelf to bruife 
him. See Zech. xiii. 7. Abraham, was obliged both in duty 
and gratitude to part with Ifaacy and parted with him to a 


Friend ; but God was under. no obligations to us, for we were 


enemies. (2.) Of our duty to God in return of that love: 
God, 
by his word, calls us to part with all for Chrift ; “all our fins, 
though they have been as a right-hand, or a right-eye, or an 
Ifaac; all thofe things that are competitors and rivals with 
Chrift for the fovereignty of the heart, Luke xiv. 26.; and 
we mutt cheerfully let them all go. God, by his providence, 
which is truly the voice of God, calls us to part with an Iaac 
fometimes ; and we muft do it by a cheerful refignation and 
fubmiflion to his holy will, 1 Sam. ii. 18. - 


a 


11 And the angel of the Lorp called unto 
him out of heaven, and faid, Abraham, Abra- 


ham. And-he faid, Here am I. 12 And he faid, 


Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do 
thou any thing unto him: for now I know that 
thou feareft God, feeing thou haft not with- 
held thy fon, thine only /on from me. 13 And 
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and 
behold, behind dim aram caught in a thicket 
by his horns: and Abraham went and took the 
ram, and offered him up for a burnt- offering, in 
the ftead of his fon. 14 And Abraham called 
the name of that place Jehovah-jireh: as it is 


faid to this day, In the mount of the Lorp it~ 


thall be feen. 


Hitherto this ftory has been very melancholy, and feemed 
to haften towards a moft tragical period: But here the fly of; 
a fudden clears. up, the fun breaks. out, a bright and pleafant 
{cene opens: The fame hand that had wounded and caft down, 
here heals and lifts up; for though he caufe grief; he will have 
compaflion. The Angel of the Lord, that is, God himfelf, 
the Eternal Word, the Angel of the covenant, who was to be. 


the great Redeemer and Comforter, he interpofed, and put a: 


happy iflue to this trial. 

[1.] iMaac is refcved, ver. 11, 12. The command to of 
fer him was intended only for trial; and it appearing upon 
trial, that Abraham did indeed love God better than he loved 
hfaac, the end of the command was anfwered; and therefore. 
the order 1s countermanded, without any refleGion at all upon 
the unchangeablenefs of the divine counfels: Lay not thine 


then moft likely to be continued to us, when we are moft will- 
(2.) God's time to 


hand upon the lad. Note; (1.) Our creature-comforts, are ~ 


4 
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greatelt extremity : The more imminent the danger is, and the 
nearer to be put in execution, the more wonderful and the more 
welcome is the deliverance. 

[2.] Abraham is not only approved, but applauded. ae 
obtains an honourable teftimony, that be zs righieous : Now I 
know that thou fearehi Ged. God knew it before; but now 


_ Abraham had given a moft memorable eviderice of it: He 


needed do no more ; what he had done was fufficient to prove 
the religious regard he had to God and his authority. Note, 
(1.) When God, by his providence, hinders: the performance 
of our fincere intentions in his fervices, he gracioufly accepts 
the will for the deed, and the honeft endeavour, though it 
come fhort of finihhing. (2.) The beft evidence of our fear- 
ing God, is our being willing to ferve and honour him with 
that which is deareft to us, and to part with all to him, or 
Sor bum. 

£3-] Another facr ifice is provided inftead of Ifaac, ver. 13: 


‘Now the altar was built, and the wood laid in order, it was 


neceffary that fomething fhould be offered. For, 1. God mutt 
be acknowledged with thankfulnefs for the deliverance of I- 
faac ; and the fooner the better, when here is an altar ready. 
2. Abraham’s words muft be made good, God will provide 
himflf a lamb, God will not difappoint thofe expectations of 
his people which are of his own raifing, but according to their 
fatth it is to them: Thou foalt decree athing, and i hall be 
cftablifhed. 3. Reference mutt be had to the promifed Mef- 
Miah, the bleffed Seed. (1.) Chrift was facrificed in our flead, 
as this ram inftead of Ifaac; and his death was our difcharge : 
Here am I, faid he, let thefe go their way. (2.) Though 
that bleffed Seed was now lately promifed and typified by I- 
faac, yet the offering of him up fhould be fufpended till the 
latter end of the world; and, in the mean time, the facrifice 
of beafts fhould be accepted, as this ram ‘was, as a pledge of 
‘that expiation which fhould one, day be made by that great 
‘Sacrifice. And it is obfervable that the temple, the place of 
ie SE was afterwards built upon this mount Moriah, 2 Chr. 
ii. 1.3 and mount See where Chrift was crucified, was 
not fae off 

[4.] A new name is given to the place, to the honour of 
God, and for the encouragement of all believers, to the end 
of the world, cheerfully to truft God in the way of obedience: 


‘Schovabzireh, The Lord will provide, ver. 14.5 probably al- - 


juding to what he had faid, ver. 8. God will provide himfelf 
a lamb. It was not owing to any contrivance of Abraham ; 
ner wwas-it in anfwer to his prayer, though he was a famous 
interceflor; but it was purely the Lord’s doing. Let it be 
recorded for the generations to come; (1.) That the Lord 
ayill fee: THe will always have his eye upon his people in their 
ftraits and dittrefies,that he may come in with feafonable-fuc- 
cour in the critical jun@ture.. (2.) That he wi// be feen, be 
feen in the mount, in the greateft perplexities of his people: 
He will not only manifef, but magnify his wifdom, power, 
and goodnefs, in their deliverance. Where God /cees and 
provides, he thould be feen and praifed. And perhaps it Pay 
refer to God manifeftt in the flefh. 


15. § And the angel of the-Lorp called un- 
to Abraham out of heaven the fecond time, 16 
And faid, By myfelf have I fworn, faith the 
Lorp, for becaufe thou haft done this thing, 
and haft not with-held thy fon, thine only /oa : 


17 That in blefling I will biefs thee, andin 
‘multiplying I will multiply thy feed.as the ftars 
of the heaven, and as the fand which is upon 


the fea fhore; and thy feed hall bolt fefs the gate 
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of his enemies; 18 And in thy deed fhall all 
the nations of the earth be blefled: becaufe 
thou-haft obeyed my voice. 19 So Abraham 
returned unto his young men, and they rofe ‘up, 
and went together to Beer-iheba, and Abraham. 
dwelt at Beer-fheba. 


Abraham’s obedience was gracioufly accepted, Bat that 
was not all: Here we have it récuspenftd, abundantly recom- 
penfed, before’ he ftirred from thé place. Probably while the 


“ram he had facrificed was yet burning, God fent him-this gra- 


cious meflage ; renewed and ratified his ‘covenant with him. 
All covenants were made by facrifice; fo was this by the 
typical facrifices of [aac and the ram. Very high expreilions 
here are of God’s favour.to Abraham, in this confirmation of 
the covenant with him, above any he had yet been bleffed 
with. Note, Extraordinary fervices fhall be crowned with ~ 
honours and comforts extraordinary ; and favours in the pro- 
mifes, though not’ yet performed, ought to be “accounted, real 
and valuable recompentes. 

[1.] God is pleafed-to make mention of :Atbraham’s obe- 
dience as the confideration of the covenant; and he fpeaks 
of it with an encomium, ver..1. Becau/e thou "haf done this 
thing, and haft not with-held thy fon, thine only fon. He 
Jays a mighty emphafis upon that; and, ver. 18. praifes it as an 
act of obedience. In it thon haft obeyed my voice; and to 
obey ts better than facrifice. Not that this was a proportion-~ 
able confideration, but God gracioufly put this honour. upon 
that by which Abraham had. honoured God. 

[2.] God now confirmed the promife with an oath. It was 
faid and fealed before, bnt now it was. /worn. By myfelf 
have I fworn, for he ‘could {wear by no greater, Heb. vi. 13. 
Thus he znterpofed bimfelf by an vath, as the apoftle expref- 
feth it there, ver. 17.; he did (to {peak with reverehice) even’ 
pawn his own life and being upon it: 4s {five that by all 
thofe immutable things in which it was impoffible for God 
to.te, he and his might have firong consolation. Note, Ifwe 
exercife faith, God will encourage i. Improve the promifes 
and God will ratify them. 

[3.] The particular promife here renewed is that of a nu- 
merous offspring, ver. 17. Mudtiplying I will. muluply thee. 
Note, Lhofe that are willing to part with any thing for God, 
fhall have it made up to them with unfpeakable advantage. 
Abraham has but one fon, and js willing to part with that one 
in obedience to: God: Well, faith God, thou fhalt be res 
compenfed with thoufands and millions. What’a figure doth: 
the feed of Abraham make in -hiftory ! How. numerous, how 
illuftrious were his known defcendants, who to this day tri- - 
umph in this, that they have Abraham to cheir father | ‘Thus 
he received a thoufand fold in this time, Mat. xix. 29. . 

[4-] The promife doubtlefs points atthe Mefliah, and the 
grace of the gofpel. 'T’his is the oar fworn to our father A- 
braham, which Zacharias refers to, Luke i. 73; &c. And fo > 
here is a promife, (1,) Of the great blefling of the Spirit: Jz 
bleffing 1 will blefs thee ; viz. swith that beft of bleflings, the 
gift of the Holy Ghoft. * "The'promife of the opt was that 
blefing of Abraham which was to come upon the Gentiles 
through Ji Chri, Gal. ii. 14.-(2.) Of the. increafe of 
the church : “Phat*believers, his fpiritual feed, fhould be many 
as the flars Op taal, (3.) Of {piritual vigtories: Thy feed 
foal pr allel the gate of his enemies, Believers by their faith: 
overcoine the world, ‘and triumph over all the powers of dark- 
nefs, and are more than ‘conquerors. Probably Zacharias re- 
“fers to this part Of the oath, Luke 1.74. That we being de- 
liveréd our f ibe hand of our enemies, might ferve bim with- 
out fear. But the crown of all is the lalt promife, (4.) Gf 

the : 


the Gheardationof Chiilk: Jn thy: /eedCone particular perfon 
that fhall defcend from thee} for he Ypeaks not of many, but 


of one, as the apoltle obferres, Gal. iis 16.) hall all tbe na | 
tions of the earth be bleffed3 or thall blefy themfelves, asthe 


phrafe is, Ifa. Ixv. 16. Ip hinyall may behappy if they will ; 
and all that belong to hiny fhall be-fo, 
"flves fo. Chrift'is thie oréat blefling'of the world. Abraham 


was ready to ‘give up his fon for'a facrificé'to the honour°or | 
God and on that occation God promifed to give his'Son @ fa 


erifice for-the falvation of man. aie 


20 { And.it, came to pals after thefe.things, | 
that it was told Abraham, faying, Behold, Mul- | 
cah, fle ‘hath alfo born children unto thy bro- | 
ther Nahor; 21, Huz his firft-born, and’ Buz | 
‘his brother, and Kemuel the father of Aram, | 

22 And Chefe, and Hazo, and Pildafh, and-Jid- | 
‘laph, and Bethuel.. 23 And Bethuel begat Re- | 
“pbekah: thefe eight Milcah did bear to Nahor, | 


Abraham’s brother. 24 And his concubine 


whofe. name was Reumah, fhe bare alfo Tebah, , 


and Gaham,-and?Phahath, and Maachah. 


_ This is recorded here, 1.To thew, that though Abraham faw 
his own family highly dignified with peculiar privileges, admit- 
ted into covenant, and bleffed with the entail of the promife ; 

“yet he did not look with contempt and difdain upon his rela- 

tions, but was glad to hear of the increafe and profperity of 
their families. 2. To-make way for the following ftory of the 
marriage of Ifaac to Rebekah, a daughter of this family. 
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Here is, 1. Abraham a mourner for the death of Sarab, 
- ver. 1,2. Ul. dbrabam a -purchafer of a burying. 


place for Sarah. (1.) The purchafe humbly propo- 


fed by Abrabam, ver. 3, 4. (2.) Fairly treated of, 
and agreed upon, with a great deal of mutual crvility 
and refped?, ver. 5,—16, (3.) The purchafe-money 


paid, ver. 16.. (4.) The premifes conveyed and fe- . 


cured to. Abrabam, vet. 17, 18,20. 
Suneral, ver. 19 


(5 -) Sarah's 


A ND Sarah was an hundred and feven and | 
J \ twenty years old: thefe were the years of | 


‘the life -ofsGarah, . 2 And Sarah died in Kir- 
jath-arba ;, the fame is Hebron in the land of 
Canaan : and! Abraham: came to méurn for Sa- 
rah, and to’ weep for her. 


We have: here, \[-.}Sarah’s\ age, vers re: Almoft forty 


years before, the had:caligd-herfelf o/d, chap. xviii. 12. Old 
people will:die neverctlie: fooner, ‘but may die the beiery for 
reckoning themielves mii!) ii Vr . 

_ [2s] Her death, ver.) The longeft liver muft-die at Jatt. 


Abraham and Sarah had lived comfortably together many years; | 
but death’ parts, thofé. whom nothing elfe could part. The {pe- | 
of heayen ate not exempted from the — 
She died i the /and of Canaan, where fhe 


cial friends and favourites 
Mtroke of death. ~ 
had been above fixty years a fojourner. 


[3.4 Abrahamn’s mouraing for her; and he was) a¢rue 
Mmoutner. He did not only perform the ceremonies of mourn- _ 
as) the mourners | 


ing according’ to the cuftom of. thofe times, 
that go about the fireets 3 but he. did Sincerely lament the great 
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and fhall think -them- | 


lofs-he had of a.good wife, and gave prdofiofthe conftancy of 
his affeétion to her to the laft., Therefore two words are:nfed ; 


“he came, both, to mourn, and to. weep. His forrow was not - 


counterfeit,, but real. . He-came:tovher tent, and fat down by- 
the corpfe, there to pay her the tribute of tears; that his eye 
might’ affeé his heart, and that he might pay the. greater re- 
fpeét to the memory of her that was gone. Notesodt ig/not 
only: lawful, but duty, to lament the death of our near relations ; 
both«in ‘compliance with the providence of God, who thus cal/s 
to weeping and: mourning ; and in. honour to thofe to whom 
honour is due. ‘Tears area tribute due to our deceafed friends; 
when the body is /own, it multvbe watered :-. But we mutt 
not forrow as thofe that have no hope; for we have a good 


hope, ‘through grace, both concerning them and» concerning 


ourfelves.:5 © 


3 F And Abraham ftood sup from before is 


“dead, and fpake unto the fons of Heth, faying, 


4.L am aftranger and a fejourner with you: 
give me a poflefiion of a burying-place with 
you, that I may bury my dead out.of my fight. 
5 And the children of Heth anfwered Abra- 
ham, faying unto him, 6 Hear us, my lord ; 
thou. art, a mighty prince amongit us ; 1m the 
chdice of our fepulchres. bury thy dead : none 
of. us fhall with-hold: from thee his fepulchre, 
but that thou mayeft bury thy dead. 7 And 
Abraham ftood: up, and bowed himfelf to the 
people of the. land, even. tothe children of 
Heth. 8 And he communed:with:them, fay- 
ing, If it be your mind that I fhould bury my 
dead out of my fight, hear me, and intreat for 
me to Ephron the fon of Zohar: g That he 
may give me the cave of Machpelah)} which he 


-hath, which 7s in the end of his field; for as 
‘much money as it is worth he fhall give it me, 


for a pofleffion of a burying-place amongft 
you. 1o And Ephron dwelt amongft the chil- 
dren of Heth. And Ephron the Hittite an- 


‘fwered Abraham in the audience of the chil- 


dren of Heth, even of all that went in at the 


gates of his city, faying, 11 Nay, my lord, hear. 


me: the\field give I thee, and.the'cave that.és 
therein, I give ‘it thee; in the prefence of the 
fons of my people give I at thee: bury thy 
dead. 12 And Abraham bowed down himfelf 
before the people of .the land... 13 And he 
fpake'unto Ephron inthe audience of the peo- 


ple of the land, faying, But if thou wr give it, 


I pray thee hear ‘me: T will give tliee money 
for the field ; take 2¢ of,,me)) and I will bury 
my dead there.)./14:-And Ephron anfwered A- 
braham, faying unto him, ‘15 My lord; heatken 
unto me: the land 7/°wortd four hundred the-. 
Kkels of filvers what 7s that’ betwixt’ me and 
thee? bury therefore thy dead. 9 > 


i 


to Meter isy Firfy'Theohimble réqueft which Abraham made 
tochis’neighbours the Hittites, fora burying-place among them, 


WOM. wer. 


= 


Chap.X XII. 


ver, 3,4. It was ftrange he had this to da now ; but’ we are 
to impute it rather to {s0d’s providence, than to his-improvi- 
dence, as.appears, Acts vii. 7. where it is faid, “iod gave him 
no inheritance in Canaan. It were well if all thofe who take 
care to provide burying-places for their bodies after death, 
were as careful to provide a rcfting-place for their fouls. Ob- 
ferve here, 

[1.] The convenient diverfion which this affair gave for 


the prefent to Abraham's grief: He //ocd up from before bis” 


dead. 'Thaofe that find themfelves in danger of over. grieving 
for their dead relations, and are entering into that temptation, 


muft take heed of poring upon their lofs, and of fitting alone 


-and melancholy. There mutt be a time of /anding up from 
before their dead, and-ceafing to mourn; for, thanks be to 
God, our happinefs is not bound up in the life of any creature. 
Care of the funeral may be improved to divert grief for the 
death, as here, at firft when it is in moft danger of tyrannizing. 
Weeping mutt not hinder fowing. . 

{2.] The argument he ufed with the children of Heth ; 

which was this, **Z am a ftranger, and a fojourner with you; 
therefore I am unprovided, and muft become an humble fuitor 
to you for a burying-place.” This was one occafion which 
Abraham took to confz/s that he was a /rranger and a pil- 
grim upon earth ; he was not afhamed to own it thus public- 
ly, Heb. xi. 13. N&ce, The death of our relations fhould ef- 
feétually mind us that we are not at home in this world. When 
they are gone, fay, We are going. 
__[3-] His uneafinefs till this affair was fettled, intimated in 
that word, that I may bury my dead out of my sight. Note, 
Death will make thofe unpleafant to our fight, who, while they 
lived, were the defire of our eyes. The countenance that was 
frefh and lively, becomes pale and ghaftly, and fit to be remo- 
ved into the land of darknefs. While fhe was in his fight, it 
renéwed his grief, which he would prevent. 

Secondly, The generous offer which the children of Heth 
made to him, ver. 5,6. ‘They compliment him, (1.) With 
a title of refpe&: Thou art a prince’ of God among us, (fo 
the word is;) not only great, but good. He called himfeifa. 
Rrranger and a fojourner ; they call him a great prince: For 
“thofe that humble themfelves fhall be exalred. God had pro- 
mifed to make Abrahams name great. (2.) With a tender 
of the beft of their burying-places. Note, Even the light of 
hature teaches us to be civil and refpectful towards all, though 
they be frangers and fyourners: The noble generofity of 
thefe Canaanites, fhames and condemns the clofenefs and felfih-- 
nefs and ill humour of many that call themfelves Hraelites. 
Obferve, That thefe Canaanites would be glad to mingle their 
duft with Abraham's, and to have their /af end Lke his 

Thirdly, ‘ihe particular propofal which Abraham made to 
them, ver. 7,—9. ‘He returns them his humble thanks for 
their kind offer, with all poflible decency and refpect: Though 
a great man, an old man, and now 4 mourner; yet he ftands 
up, aad makes them a very low congee, ver. 7. Note, Reli- 
Abi teaches good manners ; and thofe abufe it that place itin 

rudenefy and clownifhnefs. He then pitches upon the place 
he thought moft convenient, viz. the cave of Machpelab; which 
probably lay near him, and had yet not been ufed for a bury- 
ing place. The prefent-owner was Ephron. Abraham can- 
not pretend to any thtereft in him; but he defires that they 

“would improve theirs with him, to get the purchafe of that 
cave, and the field in which it was. Note, A moderate defire 
to obtain that which is convenient for us by fair and hone(t 

«means, is not fuch a coveting of that which is our neighbours 
as is forbidden in the tenth commandment. - 

Fourthly, Vhe prefeat which Ephron madeto Abraham of 
his field, ver.10, 11. The field give J thee. Abraham thought 
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he mult be saireated to fell it; but upon the firft mention of 
it, without intreaty, he freely gives it. Somre men have more 
generofity than they are thought to have. Abraham, no doubt, 
had taken all occafions -to oblige his neighbours, and to do 
them any courtefy that lay in his power; and now they return 
his’ kindnefs ; For he that watereth, fhall be watered alfy 
himfelf. Note, if thofe that profefs religion adorn their pro- 
feflion by eminent civility and ferviceablenefs to all, they fhall 
find it will redound to their own comfort and advantage, as 
well as to the glory of God. ve 

Fifthly, Abraham’s modeft and fincere refufal of Ephron’s 
kind offer, ver. 12, 13. Abundance of thanks he returns him 
for it, ver. 12.3; makes his honours to him before the penple 
of the land, that they might refpect Ephron the more for the © 
refpect they faw Abraham give him, 1 Sam. xv. 30.; but re- 
folves to give him money for the fieldy even the full value of 
it. It was not zm pride that Abraham refufed the gift, be- 
caufe he {corned to be beholden to Ephron; but, (1.) Jn ju/- 
tice; Abraham was rich in fi/ver and gold, chap. xiil. 2. and 
was able to pay for the field; and therefore would not take 
advantage of Ephron’s generofity. Note, Honefty, as well as 
honour, forbids us to fpunge upon our neighbours, and to im- 
pofe upon thofe that are free. Job reflected upon it with com- 
fort when he was poor, that he had n&eaten the fruits of his 
land without maney, Job xxxi, 39. (2.) In prudence. ~ He 
would pay for it, left Ephron, when this good humour was o- 
ver, fhould upbraid him with it, and fay, f dave made Adra- 
ham rich, Gen. xiv. 23.3 or, left the next heir fhould quef- 
tion Abraham’s title, becaufe that grant was made without any 
‘confideration, and claim back the field. Thus David after- 
wards refufed Ornan’s offer, 2 Sam. xxiv. 24. We know 
not what affronts we may hereafter receive from thofe that are 
now moft kind and generous. 

Stxth/y, The price of the land afcertained by Ephron, but 
not infifted on, ver. 14, 15. “* The land is worth four bur~ 
dred fhekels f filver, (about fifty pounds of our money ;) due 
what is that between me and thee?” He would rather oblige 
his friend, than have fo much money in his pocket. Herein 
Ephron difcovers, ; 

[1.] A great contempt of worldly wealth. ‘* What is that 
between me and thee? It is a final! matter, not worth {peaking 

of.” Many a one would have faid, ‘ it is a deal of money, 
it will go far in a child’s portion; but Ephron faith, Whaé is 
that 2 Note, It is an excellent thing for people to have low 
and mean thoughts of this world, and the wealth of it: It is 
that which zs nor, and in the abundance of which a man’s life 
doth not confift, Luke xii. 15. 

[2.] Great couttefy and obligingnefs to his friend and neigh- 
bour. ; Ephron was not jealous of Abraham as a foreigner and 
an inmate, nor envious at him-as a man likely to thrive and 
grow rich, bore him no ill-will for his fingularity and religion ; 
but was much kinder to him than moft people now-a-days are 
to their own brothers: What is that between me and thee? 
Note, No little thing fhould break {quares between true friends. 
When we are tempted to be hot in refenting affronts, high in 
demanding our rights, or hard in denying a kindnefs, we thould 
anfwer the temptation with this queftion, Wiat zs that between 
me and my frend? 


16 And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron, 
and Abraham weighed to Ephron the filver, 
which he had named in the audience of the 
fons of Heth, four hundred fhekels of filver, 
current money with the merchant. 17 And 
the field of Ephron, which. was in Machpelah, 
which was before Mamre, the field, and the 


Q. cave 


cave which was therein, and all the trees that 
avere in the field, that were in all the borders 
round about, were made fure 18 Unto Abra- 
ham for a poffeffion in the prefence of the chil- 
dren of Heth, before all that went in at the 
gate of his city. 319 And after this, Abraham 
buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of 
Machpelah, before Mamre: the fame is Hebron 
in the land of Canaan. 
the cave that is therein were made fure unto 
Abraham, for a pofleffion of a burying-place, 
by the fons of Heth. 


We have here the conclufion of the treaty between Abra- 
hata and Ephron about the burying-place. ‘The bargain was 
publicly made before all the neighbours, in the pr efence and 
audience of the fons of Heth, ver. 16,17. Note, Prudence, 
as well as juftice, direéts us to be fair and open and. above-board 
in our dealings: Fraudulent contraéts hate the light, and chufe 
to be clandeftine ; but they that defign honefty in their bar- 
gains, care not who are witnefs to them. Our law countenan- 
ceth fales made in market overt, and by deed znrolled. 

Fir, Abraham, without fraud, covin, or further delay, pays 
the money, ver. 36 : He pays it readily, without dodging ; 
paysit in full, without diminution ; and pays it by weight, cur- 

rent money with the merchant, without deceit. See how an- 
. ciently money was ufed for the help of commerce ; and fee how 
honeftly money fhould be paid where it is due. Obferve, 
‘Though all the land of Canaan was Abraham’s by promife ; 
yet the time of his poflefling being not come, what he had now 
occafion for, he bought and paid for. Note, Dominion is not 
founded in grace. The faints title to an eternal inheritance, 
doth not intitle them to the poffeffions of this world, nor juitify 
them in doing wrong. 

Secondly, Wphron honeftly and fairly makes him a good ti- 
tle to the land, ver. 17, 18, 20. The field, with all its ap- 
puttenances, is conyeyed to Abraham and his heirs for ever, 
wm open court; not by wrzting, it doth not appear that that 
was then ufed; but by fuch a public folemn declaration before 
witnefles, as was fufficient to pafs it. Note, As that which 
is bought, muft be honeftly paid for; fo that which is fold, 
muft be honeftly delivered and fecured. > ! 

Tiirdly, Abraham thereupon takes poffeflion, and buries 
Sarah in the cave or.yault (whether framed by nature or art, 
is not certain) which was in the purchafed field. It is likely 
Abraham had buried fervants out of his family fince he came 
to Canaan; but the graves of the common people (2 Kings 
xxiii. 6.) might fuffice for them : Now Sarah was dead, a pe- 
euliar place muft be found for her remains. !t is worth noting, 
iff, That a burying-place was the fr/ {pot of ground Abraham 
was pofieffed of in Canaan. Note, When we are entering into 
the world, it is good to think of our going out of it; for as 
foon-as we are born, we begin to die. 2d/y, That it was the 
only piece of land he was ever poffeffed of, though it was all 
his own in reverfion. Thofe that have leaft of this earth, 
find a grave in it. Abraham provided not cities, as Cain 
and Nimrod; but a fepulchre : (1.) To be a conftant smemo- 
randum of death to himfelf and his pofterity, that he and they 
might learn to die daily, “This fepulchre is faid to be at the 


end of the field, ver. 9.3 for whatever our pofleffions are, there © 


as a fepulchre at rhe end of them. (2) To be a token of his 
belief and expectation of the refurreétion ; for what need fuch 
care be taken of the body, if it be thrown away for ever, and 
mult not rife again? Abraham in this, faid plainly, that he 
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20 And the field and — 
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fought a better country, that is, an heavenly. Abraham is 


content to be ftill flttng while he lives ; but fecures a place 
where, when he dies, his.fe/> may ref? in hope. 


GH <A.P. -XXIV. 


‘ Marriages and funerals are the changes of families, and 


the common news among the inbabitants of the villa~ 
ges: In the foregoing chapter, we had Abraham bu- 
rying his wife; here, we have him marrying bis fon. 
Thefe ftories concerning his family, with their mi- 
nute circumftances, are largely relited, while the hi/- 
tories of the kingdoms of the world then in being, with 
their revolutions, are buried in filence ; for the Lord 
knows them that are his. The /ubjotning of Lfaac’s 
marriage to Sarah’s funeral (with a particular ree 
erence to it, ver. 67.) /bews us, that as one genera~ , 
‘tion pafleth away, another generation comes; and_ 
thus the entail both of the human nature, and of the 
covenant is preferved. Here 1s, 1, Abraham's care 
about the marrying of bis fon, and the charge he gave 
to his fervant about it, ver. 1,—g. Il. His fer- 
vant's journey trio Abraham's country to /eek a wife 
for his young mufter among bis own relations, ver. 
r0o,—14. III. The kind peer e which brought 
him acquainted with Rebekah, whofe father was I- 
faac’s coufin-german, ver. 15,—28. 1V. The treaty 
of marriage with her relations, ver. 29,49. V. 
Their confent obtained, ver. 50,—60. WI. The 
Lappy meeting and marriage between Lfaac and Re- 
bekab, ver. 61, ad fin. , 
ND Abraham was old and well ftricken in 
age: and the Lorp had bleffed Abraham 
in all things. 2 And Abraham faid unto his- 
eldeft fervant of his houfe, that ruled over all 
that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under 
my thigh: 3 And I will make thee {wear by 
the Lorp, the God of heaven and the God of 
the earth, that thou fhalt not take a wife unto 
my fon of the daughters of the Canaanites a- 
mongft whom I dwell: 4 But thou fhalt go in- 
to my country, and to my kindred, and take 
a wife unto my fon Tfaac. § And the fervant 
faid unto him, Peradventure the woman will 
not be willing to follow me into this land: 
mutt I needs bring thy. fon again unto the land 
from whence thou cameft? 6 And Abraham 
faid unto him, Beware thou, that thou bring. 
not my fon thither again. 7 4 The Lorp 
God of heaven which took me from my fa- 


_ther’s houfe, and from the land of my kindred, 


and which {fpake unto me, and that fware unto 
me, faying, Unto thy feed will Dgive this land; 
he fhall fend his angel before thee, and thou 
fhalt take a wife unto my fom from thence. 
8 And if the woman will not be willing to fol. 
low thee, then thou fhalt be clear from this my ~ 
oath: only bring not my fon thither again. 9 
And the feryant put his hand under the thigh 
. eae’: ean: dl 
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of Abraham his mafter, and fware to him-con- 
cerning that matter. : 


_ Three things we may obferve here concerning Abraham. 
Firfi, The care he took of a good fon, to get him married, 
well married. It was high time to think of it now 3 for Ifaac 
was about forty years old, and it had been cuftomary with’ his 
anceftors to marry at thirty or fooner, Gen. x1. 14,18, 22, 24. 
Abraham believed the promife of the building up.of his fa- 
mily, and therefore did not make ha/le ; not more hafte than 
good .{peed. Two confiderations moved him to think of it 
now, ver. 1. wz. That he himfelf was likely to leave the world 
quickly, for he was o/d and well jiriken in age, and it 
would be a fatisfaction to him to fee his fon fettled before he 
died ; and, that he had a good eftate to leave behind him, for 
the Lord had bleffed him in all things; and the blefling of the 
Lord, that makes rich. See how much religion and piety be- 
friend outward profperity. Now Abraham’s pious care con- 
cerning his fon was, (1.) That he fhould not marry with a 
daughter of Canaan, but with one of his kindred; becaufe he 
faw by obfervation that the Canaanites were degenerating into 
great wickednefs, and knew by revelation that they were de- 
figned for ruin; arid therefore. he would not marry his fon a- 
mong them, left they fhould be either a /nare to his foul, or 
at leaft a blot to his mame. (2.) That yet he fhould not /eave 
the land of Canaan, to go himfelf among his kindred, no, not 
fo much as to go a wooing thither, left he fhould be tempted 
to fettle there. This caution is given, ver. 6. and repeated, 
ver. 8. ‘ Bring not iy fon thither again, whatever comes of 
it: Let him rather want a wife, than expofe himfelf to that 
temptation.” Note, Parents, in difpofing of their children, 
fhould carefully confult the welfare of their fouls, and their 
furtherance in the way to heaven. Thofe who through grace 


have e/caped the corruption that is in the world through luff, ~ 


and have brought up their children accordingly, fhould take 
~ heed of doing any thing by which they may be again entangled 
therein and overcome, 2 Pet. ii. 20. Beware that you bring 
them not hither again, Heb. xi. 15. 
. Secondly, The charge he gave to a good fervant ; probably 
Eliezer of Damafcus; one whofe conduct, fidelity, and affec- 
tion to him and his family, he had had long experience of. He 
trufted him with this great affair, and not Ifaac_ himfelf, be- 
eaufe he would not have Ifaac go at all into that country, but 
marry thither by proxy ; and no proxy fo fit as this /feward 
of bis houfe. ‘This matter is fettled between the mafter and 
the fervant with a great deal of care and folemnity. © (1.) 
The fervant muft be bound by an oath to do his utmoft to get 
a wife for Ifaac from among his relations, ver. 2,—4. Abra- 
ham {wears him to it, both for his own fatisfaction, and for the 
‘engagement of his fervant to all poflible care and diligence in 
this matter. Thus God fwears his fervants to their work; 
that having fworn, they may perform it. Honour is here done 
to the eternal God ; for he it is that is worn by, to whom 
alone thofe appeals ought to be made: And fome think honour 
-is done to the covenant of czrcumcifion by the ceremony here 
ufed of putting his hand under his thigh. Note, Swearing 
being an ordinance not peculiar to the church, but common to 
mankind, is to be performed by fuch figns as are the appoint- 
ments and common ufages of our country for afcertaining the 
perfon fworn. (2.) He muft be clear of this oath, if, when 
he had done his utmoft, he could not prevail. This provifo 
the fervant prudently inferted, ver. 5. putting the cafe that the 
woman would not fo//ow him; and Abraham allowed the ex- 
ception, ver. 8. Note, Oaths are to be taken with great cau. 
tion, and the matter fworn to rightly underftood and limited, 
becaufe it is ¢ /nare to devour that which ts holy, and after 
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vows to make the inguiry, which fhould have been made before. 
Thirdly, Vhe confidence he put ina good God, who he 
doubts not will give his fervant fuccefs in this undertaking, ver. 
7. Fle remembers that God had wonderfully drough: him out 
of the land of his nativity by the effetual> call of his grace ; 
and therefore doubts not bat he will fucceed him in his care 
not to bring his fon thither again. He remembers alfo the 
promife God had made and confirmed to him, that he would 
give Canaan to his feed; and thence infers, that God would 
own him in his endeavour to match his fon from among thofe 
devoted nations, to one that was fit to be the mother of fuch a 
feed. ‘* Fear not, therefore ; he fhall fend his angel before 
thee, to make thy way profperous.” Note, &. Thofe that 
carefully keep in the way of duty, and govern themfelves by 
the principles of their religion in their defigns and undertakings, 
have good reafon to expect profperity and fuccefs in them. God 
will ifue that to our comfort in which we fincerely aim at his 
glory. 2. God’s promifes, and our own experiences; are fuf- 
ficient to encourage our dependance upon God, and our ex- 
pectations from him, in all the affairs of this life. 3. God’s 
angels are miniftring fpirits, fent forth not only for the protec- 
tion but guidance of the heirs of promife, Heb.i. 14. He hall 
Jend kis angel before thee, and then thou wilt {peed well. 


io 4 And the fervant took ten camels, of 
the camels of his mafter, and departed (for all 
the goods of his mafter were in his hand :) and 
he arofe, and went to Mefopotamia, unto the 
city of Nahor.. 11 And he made his camels 
to kneel down without the city, by a well of 
water, at the time of the evening, even the 


time that women go out to draw water. 12 


And he faid, O Lorp God of my matter Abra- 
ham, I pray thee fend me good fpeed this day, 
and fhew kindnefs unto my mafter Abraham. 
13 Behold, I ftand bere by the well of water, 
and the daughters of the men of the city come 
out to draw water: 14 And let it come to pals, 
that the damfel to whom I fhall fay, Let down 
thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; 
and fhe fhall fay, Drink, and I will give thy 
camels drink alfo: Jet the fame be fhe: that 
thou haft appointed for thy fervant Ifaac ; and 
thereby fhall I know that thou haft fhewed 
kindnefs unto my matter. 15 4 And it came 
to pafs before he had done fpeaking, that be- 
hold, Rebekah came out, who was born to Be- 
thuel fon of Milcah the wife of Nahor Abra- 
ham’s brother, with her pitcher upon her fhoul- 
der, 16 And the damfel was very fair to look 
upon, a virgin, neither had any man known 
her: and fhe went down to the well, and filled 
her pitcher, and came up. 17 And the fervant 
ran to meet her, and faid, Let me (I pray thee) 
drink alittle water of thy pitcher. 18 And 
fhe faid, Drink, my lord: and the hafted, and 
let down her pitcher upon her hand, and gaye 
him drink. 19 And when fhe had done giving 
him drink, fhe faid, I will draw water for thy, 


2 camels 
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camels alfo, until. they have done drinking. 
a. And the hafted,and emptied her pitcher in- 
to the trough, and ran again unto the well to 
draw water,and drew for all his camels, 21 And 
the man wondering at her, held his peace, to 
wit, whether the Lorp had made. his, journey 
profperous, or not. 22 And it came to pais as 
the-camels had done’ drinking, that the man 
took a golden ear-ring, of half a fhekel weight, 
and two bracelets for her hands, of ten /bekeds 
weight of gold; 23 ‘And faid, Whole daughter 
art thou? téll me, I pray thee: is there room 
in thy father’s houfe for us: to lodge in? 24 
And fhe faid unto him) I am the daughter of 
Bethuel the fon of Milcah, which fhe bare unto 
‘Nahor. -25 She faid moreover unto him, We 
have both ftraw and provender enough, and 
room to lodge in. 26 And the man bowed 
down his head, and worfhipped the Lorn. 27 
And he faid, Blefled de the Lor» God of my 
mafter Abraham, who hath not left deftitute 
my mafter of his mercy and: his truth: I being 
in the way, the Lorp.led me to the houfe of 
my miafter’s brethren. 28 And the damfel 
ran, and told them of her mother’s houfe thefe 
things. 


Abraham’s fervant now begins to make a figure in this fto- _ 


ry; and though he be not named, yet much is here recorded 
to his honour, and’for an example to all fervants, who /ba// 
_ be honoured, if,. by faithful: ferving God and their matters, 
they adorn the doGtrine of Chri, (compare Prov. xxvii. 18. 
with Tit. ii, ro.); for there is no refpeét of perfons with God, 
Col. tit, 24, 25. A good fervant, that makes confcience of 
the duty of his place, and doeth it in the fear of God, though 
he make not a figure in the world, nor have prai/e of men, 
yet thall be owned and accepted of God, and have praife of 


him. Obferve here, 


Firft, How faithful Abraham’s fervant approved himfelf to | 


his mafter. Having received his charge, with all expedition 
he took his journey, putting bimfelf into an equipage fit for his 
negociation, ver. 10. zd he had al/ rhe goods of bis maf- 
ter; i.e. afchedule, or particular account of them, zm Ais 
hand, to thew. to thofe with whom he was to treat; for from 
firtt to laft he confulted his mafter’s: honour. Ifaac being a 
iype of Chrifi, fome make this fetching of a wife for him to 
fignify the efpoufing of the church by the agency of his fer- 
vants the miatfters. The church is the bride, the Lamb's 
wife, Rev. xxi. 9. Chrift is the Bridegroom ; and minifters 
the friends of the Bridegroom, (John iit. 2.) whofe work it 
is to perfuade fouls to confent to him, 2 Cor. xi. 2.. The 
fpoufe of Chrift muft pot be of the Canaanites, but of his own 
kindred, born again from above. Minifkers, like Abraham’s 
fervant, muft Jay out themfelves with the utmoft wifdom and 
care to ferve their mafter’s intereft herein. 

Secondly, How devoutly he acknowledged God in this:af- 
fair, like one of that happy hboufebold which Abrabam bud 
commanded to keep the way of the Lard, &c. chap. xviii. 19. 


Me arrived early in the evening. (after many days journeying,) 


at the place he defigned for; and repofed himfelf by a well. of 
water, to confider how he might manage his bufinefs for the 
bet. And, ; 
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[s.] He acknowledged God by a particular prayer,’ ver. 
12,14. Wherein, (1.) He petitions for profperity and» 
good fuccefs in riz affair: Send me good Jpved chit aay. Note, 
We havé leave to be particular in recommending our affairs to * 
the condu& and care of the Divine Providence. ‘Thofe that 
would have good /peed, mult pray for it this day, in this “af- 
fair. Thus we mult 7x a// our ways acknowledge God, Prov. 
iii. 6. And if we thus look up to God in every undertaking 
which we are in care about, we fhall have the comfort of ha- 
ving done out duty, whatever the iflue be. (2.) He pleads 
God’s covenant with his mafer Abraham: ** O God of my: 
mafter Abraham, /hew kindnefs to him.’ Note, As the chil- 
dren of good parents, fo the fervants of good mafters, may 
from thence take encouragement in prayer to God for profpe- 
rity and fuccefs. (3.) He propefeth a fign, ver. 14. Not by 
it to limit God, or with a defign to proceed no further if he* 
were not gratified in it: But it is a prayer, 1/7, That God 
would provide a very good wife for his young’ mafter; and 
that was a good prayer. He*knew that a prudent wife s9. 
from the Lord, Prov, xix. 14. and therefore that for this’ - 
he will be inquired of. He defires that his mafter’s wife 
might be an humble and houfewifely woman, bred ‘up to care: 
and labour, and willing to put her hand to any work that was ~~ 
to be done; and that fhe might be of a courteous difpofition, 
and charitable to f{trangers. When he tame to feek a wife 
for his matter, he did not go to the play-houfe or the park, 
and pray that he might meet one there; but to the well of 
water, expecting to find one there well employed. 2d/y; © 
That he would pleafe to make his way in. this matter 


plain and clear before him, by the concurrence of minute cits 
cumftances in his favour. 


Note, 1. It is the comfort as well 
as the belief of a good man, that God’s providence extends 
itfelf to the fmalleft occurrences, and admirably ferves its own 
Our times are in God’s hand; snot only 
events themfelves, but the t¢mes of them, 2. It is our wi/dows. 
in all our affairs to follow providence, and folly to force it: 
3. It is very defirable, and that which we may lawfully pray 
for, while in the general we fet God’s: will before us as our’ 
rule, that he will by hints of providence dire& us in the way 
of our duty, and give us indications what his mind is. Thus 
he guzdes his people with bis eye, Pfal. xxxii. 8.; and leads 
them in a p/ain paih, Pfal. xxvii. rr. 
{2.] God owned him by a particular providence. He de= 
creed the thing, and it was efablijhed to him, Job xxii. 28. 
According to his faith, fo was it unto him. The anfwer to. - 
his prayer was, 1. Speedy: Before be had made an end of 
Jpeaking, ver. 15.3 as itis written, (Ifa. Ixy. 24.) Waile they 
are yet fpeating, I will hear. ‘Though we are backward -to. 
pray, God is forward to hear prayer. 2. Satisfa@tory: The 
firft that came to draw water, we, and. did in every thing ac- 
cording to his own heart. (1.) She was fo well qualified, 
that in all refpeéts fhe anfwered the characters he wifhed for in 
the woman that was to be his mafter’s wife; handfome and — 
healthfiJ, humble and induftrious, very courteous and obliging —- 


| toa ftranger, and having all the marks of a good humour. 


When fhe came to the well, ver. 16. fhe went down and fill 
ed her pitcher, and came up to go home with it. She did — 
not ftand to gaze upon the ftrange man and his’ camels;. but 
minded ‘her bufinefs, and would not have beet diverted from: 
it but by an opportunity of doing good: She did not ‘curioufly » 
or confidenily enter into difcourfe with him, but modeftly an- 
fwered hiny with ail the decorum that became her fex. What 
a degenerate age do we live in, in which appear all the inftan- 
ces of pride, luxury, and lazinefs! the reverfe of Rebekah’s 
char.cter, whofe daughters few are: Thofe inftances of good=* 
nefs which were then in honour, are now in contempt. (2.) 
Proyidenca 
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‘Providence fo ordered it, that fhe did that which exadtly an- 


‘fwered his fign, and was wonderful pat to lis propofal: She 
dotonly gave him drink; but, which was more. than could 


have been expected, fhe offered her fervice to give his camels. 
drink ; which was the very fign he propofed. Note, 1/7, God 


in his providence doth fometimes wonderfully own the prayer 
of faith, and gratifies the innocent defires of his praying peo- 
ple even in’ Jittle things, that he may fhew the extent of his 


care, and may encourage them at all times to feek to him and), 


cruft in him: Yet we muft»take heed of being over do/d in 
prefcribing to God, left the event fhould weaken our faith, ra- 
ther than {trengthen it. 2d/y, It is good to take all opportu- 
nities of fhewing an humble, courteous, charitable difpofition, 
becaufe fome time or other it may turn more to our honour 
and benefit than we think of; Some hereby have entertained 
angels; and Rebekah hereby, quite beyond her expectation at 
this time, was brought into. the. line of Chrift and the covenant, 


_ diy, There may be-a great deal’of obliging kindnefs in that 


which is but little coft: Our Saviour has promifed a reward 
for a cup of cold water, like this here, Mat. x. q2z.  qrh/y, 
The concurrence of providences, and their minute circumftan- 
ces, for the furtherance of our fuccefs.in any bufinefs, ought to 
be particularly obferved with wonder and thankfulnefs to the 
glory of God: The man wondered, ver. 21. We have been 
wanting to ourfelves, both in duty and comfort, by neglecting 
to obferve Providence. (3.) Upon inquiry, he found, to his 


great fatisfaction, that fhe was a near relation to: his mafter; . 


and that the family fhe was of was confiderable, and able to 
give him entertainment, ver. 23,—25. Note, Providence 


fometimes wonderfully dire&ts thofe that by faith and prayer 
feek direStion from heaven in the choice of fuitable, yoke- _ 


fellows. Happy marriages thofe are likely to be, that are 
made in the fear of God, and thofe we are fure are -made-in 
beaven. 


£3.] Abraham’s fervant acknowledges God in a particular: 


thankfgiving, He firft paid his refpeéts to Rebekah, in grati- 
tude for her civility, ver. 22.; obliging her. with fuch orna- 


ments and attire as a maid, efpecially a bride, cannot forget, , 


Jer. it. 32.3 which yet we would think difagreeable to the pzt- 
cher of water: but the ear-rings and bracelets the fometimes 
_ wore, did not make her think herfelf above the labours ofthe 
virtuous woman, (Prov. xxxi. 13.) that worketh wxslingly 
-avith ber hands; nor the fervices of a child, which, while ua- 

der age, differs nothing from a fervant, Gal. iv. 1. Having 
done this, he turns his zonder, ver. 21. into worfhipping, ver: 
GBR 3 7 
Obferve here, (1.) He had prayed for: good /peed, ver. 12.; 
and ‘now he had fped well, he gives thanks, Note, What we 
win by prayer, we mult wear with praife ; for mercies, in an« 
fwer to prayer, are in a particular manner obliging... (2.) He 
had as yet but a comfortable profpect of mercy, and was not 
certain what the iffue might prove; yet he gives thanks. 
Note,.When God’s fayours are coming towards us, we muft 
meet them with our praifes. . (3.):He bleffeth-God , for fuc- 
cefs when he was negociating for his mafter. 
fhould be thankfui for our friends mercies as for our own. 
(4.) He gives thanks, that being ia the way, at a lofs what 
courfe to fteer, the Lord had “d him. Note, In doubtful ca- 
fes, it is very comfortable to fee God leading us, as he led If 
yael in the wildernefs by the pillar of cloud and fire. (5) 
He thinks himfelf yery happy, and owns God. in it, that he 
was ‘ed to the howe of bis majffer’s brethren, thofe of them 
that were come out-of U> of the Chaldees, though they were 
ot come.to Canaan, but-ftaid in-clarran. ‘“bhey were not 1- 
‘dolaters. but worfhippers of the true God, and inclinable to the 
weligion of Abraham’s family. Note, God is to be acknow> 
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Bleffed be the Lord God of my mafler Abrabam, | 


Note, We - 


wt 


ledged in providing fuitable yoke-fellows, efpecially fuch as are 
agreeable in religion. (6.) He acknowledges, that God. 
herein had not left his mafter defiuce of his mercy and-iruth, 
God had promifed to build up Abraham’s family, yet it feem- 
ed deftitute of the benefit of that promife, but now. Providence 
is working towards the accomplifhment of it. .Note, 1. God’s 
faithful ones, how deftitute foever they may be of worldly com. 
forts, fhall never be left deftitute of God's mercy and trach ; 
for God’s mercy’ is'an inexhauftible fountain, and his truth an 
inviolable foundation. 2. It adds much, to the comfort of any 
blefling, to fee init the continuance of God’s mercy and truth. 


29 *| And Rebekah had a brother,. and his 
name was Laban: and Laban ran oytanto the 
man, unto the well. .30,And it came ‘to pafs, 


_when he faw the ear-ring ‘and: bracelets upon» 


his fifter’s hands, and when‘he heard the words - 


- of. Rebekah his fitter, faying, Thus {pake the 


man unto.me; that he came unto the man, and 
behold, he ftood by, the camels at the well. 31 
And: he faid, Gome in, thou. bleffed- of the 
Lory; wherefore ftandeft thou without? for 1 
have prepared the houfe, and room for the ca- 
mels. 32 §] And the man came into the houfe:. 
and he ungirded his camels, and gave fraw and 


_provender for the. camels, and watér to.wath 
? > 


his feet, andthe mens: feet that we? e with him. 
33 And there was fet. meat before him to eat: - 
but he faid, I will not eat, until I have told; 


; mnine errand, And he faid, Speak.on. 34 And 
* he faid, 1 am Abraham’s fervant. 
_Lorp hath blefled my matter greatly, and he is 


33 And the 


becomie great: and he hath given him flocks, 
and herds, and filver, and gold, and men-fer- 


-vants, and maid-fervants, and camels, and affes. 


36 And Sarah my maiter’s wife bare a fon to 
my mafter when fhe was old: and unto him 
hath he given all’ that he hath. 37 And my 
mafter made me fwear, faying, Thou fhalt not 
take ‘a.wife to my fon of the daughters of the 
Canaanites, in whofe land I dwell: 38 But - 
thou fhalt go unto my father’s houfe, and to 
my. kindred, and take a wife unto my fon.. 
39 And'I faid unto my mafter, Peradventure 
the woman will not follow me. +40 And he 
faid unto me, The Lorp ‘before whom 1 walk; 
will fend his angel with thee, and frofper thy” 
way 5, and thou fhalt take a wife for my fon of 
my kindred, and of my father’s houfe. 41 Then 
fhalt thou be clear from iis my oath, when 
thou comeft. to -my kindred; and.if they give 
not thee ##e, thou fhalt be clear from my oath. . 


_ 42 And T came this day unto the well, and 
' faid?O'Lord God: of-my mafter Abraiiam,; if 


now thou do profper my way which I go: - 

43 Behold, I ftand by the well of water; and. 

it fhall come to pafs, that when the virgin 
cometh. 
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‘cometh forth to draw water, and I fay to her, 


Give me, I pray thee, a little water of thy pit- 
cher to drink. 44 And fhe fay to me, Both 
drink thou, and I will alfo draw for thy ca- 
mels: /et the fame be the woman whom the 
Lorp hath appointed out for my. mafter’s fon. 
45 And before I had done fpeaking In mine 
heart, behold, Rebekah came forth with her 
pitcher on her fhoulder; and fhe went down 
unto the well, and drew water: and I faid un- 
to her, Let me drink, I pray thee. 46, And 
fhe made hafte, and let down her pitcher from 
her /houlder, and faid, Drink, and I will give 
thy camels drink alfo: fo I drank, and fhe made 
the camels drink alfo. 47 And Iafked her, and 
faid, Whofe daughter art thou? And fhe faid, 
The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s fon, whom 


_ Milcah bare unto him: and I put the ear-ring 


faac and Rebekah. 


upon her face, and the bracelets upon her 


hands. 48 And I bowed down my head, and 
worfhipped the Lorp, and bleffed the Lorp God 
of my mafter Abraham, which had led me in 
the right way to take my mafter’s brother’s 
daughter unto his fon. 49 And now if you will 
deal kindly and truly with my matter, tell me: 
and if not, tell me; that I may turn to the right- 
hand, or to the left. 50 Then Laban and Be- 
thuel anfwered, and faid, The thing proceedeth 
from the Lorp: we cannot fpeak unto thee ‘bad 


or good. 51 Behold, Rebekah is before thee, - 
‘take her, and go, and let her be thy majfter’s 


fon’s wife, as the Lorp hath fpoken. 52 And 
it came to pafs, that when Abraham’s fervant 


heard their words, he worfhipped the Lorp, 


bowing himfelfto the earth. 53 And the fer- 
vant brought forth jewels of filver, and jewels 
of gold, and raiment, and gave them to Rebe- 


_ kah: He gave alfo to her brother, and to her 


mother precious things. 


We have here the making up of the marriage between I- 
It is related very largely and particularly, 
even to the minute circumflances, which, we would think, 
might have been {pared ; while other things of great moment 
and myftery (as the {tory of Melchizedek) are related in. few 
words. Thus God conceals that which is curious from the 
wife and prudent, and reveals to babes that which is common 
and level to their capacity, Mat. xi. 25. and rules and /aves 
the world by the focli/hnefs of preaching, t Cor. i. 21. Thus 
alfo we are direGed to take notice of God's providence, im 
the little common occurrences of human life, and in them alfo 
to exercife our own prudence and other graces: For the ferip- 


» ture was not intended only for the ufe of philofophers and 


flatefmen, but to make us all wife and virtuous in the conduét 

of ourfelves and families. j 
Here is, Firfl, The very kind reception which Abraham’s 

fervant had with Rebekah’s relations: Her brother Laban 


went to invite and conduét him in; but. not till he faw the - 
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_ well paid-for it; as he was, ver. 53. 


ear-rings-and bracelets upon his fifter’s hands, ver. 30. “ Oy — 


(thinks Laban,) here is a man that there is fomething to be 
got by, a man that is rich and generous; we will be fare to 
bid him welcome.’? We know fo much of Laban’s charac- 
ter, by the following ftory, as to think that he would not have 
been fo free of his entertainment, if he had not hoped to be 
Note, 4 man’s gift 
maketh room for bim, Prov. xviii. 16.; which way foever 4¢ 
turneth, it profoereth, Prov. xvii. 8. ky 

(1.) The invitation was kind, ver. 31. Come in, thou blef- 
fed of the Lord. They faw he was rich, and therefore pro- 
nounced him b/effid of the Lord: Or perhaps becaufe they 
heard from Rebekah, (ver. 28.) of the gracious words which 
proceeded out of bis mouth, they concluded him a’ good mar, 
and therefore b/efJed of the Lord, Note, Thofe that are b/e/- 
Jed of God, {hould be welcome to us. Itis good owning thofe 
whom God owns. 

(2.) The entertainment was kind, ver. 32, 33- Both the 
houfe and ftable was well furnifhed, and Abraham’s fervant 
was free to both. Particular care was taken of the camels 
for a good man regardeth the life of his beaft, Prov. xil. 10. 
lf the ox knows bis owner to ferve him, the owner fhould 


_ know his ox to provide for him that which is fitting for him. 


Secondly, The full account which he gave them of his ers 
rand, and the court he makes to-them for their confent with 
Rebekah. Obferve, (1.) How intent he was upon his bufi- 
nefs: Though he was come off a journey, and come to a good 
houfe, he would wo: ear t/t be bad told Ais errand, ver. 33+ 
Note, The doiog of our work, and the fulfilling of our trufts, 
either for God or man, fhould be preferred by us before our 
necefjary food: It was our Saviour’s meat and drink, John 
iv. 34. 
it: He approved himfelf in this matter, both a prudent man 
and a man of integrity; faithful to his mafter by whom he was 
trufied, and jult to thofe with whom he now ‘reared. : 

[t.] He gives a fhort account of the ftate of his mafter’s 
family, ver. 34, 35, 36. He was welcome before; but we 
may fuppofe him doubly welcome, when he faid, I am Abra- 
ham’s fervant, Abraham's name. no doubt, was well known 
among them, and refpected; and we may fuppofe them not 
altogether ignorant of his ftate; for Abraham knew theirs, 
chap. xxu. 20. Two things he fuggefts to recommend his 
propofal: (1.) That his mafter Abraham had a very good e- 
{tate, through the bleffing of God; and, (2.) That he had 
fettled it all upon Ifaac, for whom he was now a fuitor. | 

[2.] He tells them the charge his mafter had given him to 


fon of it, ver. 37, 38. Thus he infinuates a pleafing hint, 
that though Abraham was removed to a country at fo great a 
diftance, yet he ftill retained the remembrance of, and a ree 
{pect for, his relations that he had left behind. The higheft 
degrees of divine affection muft not diveft us of natural affec- 
tion. He likewife obviates an objection, ‘That if Tfaac were 
deferving, he needed not fend fo far off for a wife; why did 
he not marry nearer home? ‘“ For a good reafon, (faith he ;) 
my mafter’s fon muft not match with a Canaanite.” He fur- 


| ther recommends his propofal, (1.) From the faith his matter 


had that it would fucceed, ver. 40: He took encouragement 
from the teftimony of his confcience, that be walked before 
God in a regular courfe of holy living; and thence inferred, 


venant God had made with him, chap. xvii. 1. J am God 


before whom I walk will fend his angel. Note, While we 
make confcience of our part of the covenant, we may take the 
comfort of God?s part of it} and we fhould learn to apply ge- 

neral 


fetch a wife for his fon from among hes kindred, with the reae 


that God would profper him. Probably he refers to that co-, 


~ 


Chap. XXIV. | 


(2.) How ingenious he was in the management of _ 


Allfuficient, walk before me: Therefore (faith he) the God | | 


Chap. XXIV. GEN 
~neral promifes to particular cafes as there is occafion. (2.) 
From the care he himfelf had taken to preferve their liberty of 
giving or rcfufing their confent, as they fhould fee caufe, with- 
out incurring the guilt of perjury, ver. 39, 41.; which fhewed 
him in general to bea cautious man, and particularly careful 
that their confent might not be forced, but be either free, or 
not at all. fa 

[3.] He relates to them the wonderful concurrence of pro- 
vidences to countenance and further the propofal, plainly thew- 
ing the finger of God in it. (1.) He tells them how he had 
prayed for direétion by a fign, ver. 42, 43, 44. Note, It is 
good dealing with thofe who by prayer take God along with 
them in their dealings. (2:) How God had anfwered his 
prayer in the very letter of it, though he did but /peak in his 
heart, ver. 45.3 which perhaps he mentions, Jeft it fhould be 
fufpected that Rebekah had overheard his prayer, and defign- 
edly humoured it: No, (faith he) I fpake it 7» my heari; fo 
that none heard it but God, to whom thoughts are words ; 
and from him the anfwer came; ver. 46, 47. (3-) How he 
had immediately acknowledged God’s goodnefs to him there- 
in, leading him, as he exprefles it here, in the right way. 
Note, God’s way is always the right way, Pfal. cyit. 7.; and 
thofe are well led whom he leads. ; 

{4.] He fairly refers the matter to their confideration, and 
waits their refolution, ver. 49. “¢ I/ you will deal kindly and 
truly with my majfler, well and good: If you will be fincere- 
ly kind, you will accept the propofal, and I have what 1 came 
for ; «f not,/do not hold me in /u/penfe.” Note, ‘Thofe who 
deal fairly, have reafon to expect fair dealing, 

{5.] They freely and cheerfully clofe with the propofal, 
upon a very good principle, ver. 50, The ching proceedeth 
from the Lord: Providence {miles upon it, and we’have no- 
thing to fay againft it. They do not object diftance of place, 
Abraham’s forfaking them, his having no land in poflefhon 
but perfonal eftate only; they do not’ queftion the truth of 
what this man faid; but, (1.) They ¢ru/t much to bis title- 
grity. It were well if honefty did fo univerfally prevail among 
men, that it might be as much an act of prudence, ,as it is of 
good nature, to take a man’s word. (2.) They ‘ru/i more 
to God's providence ; and therefore by filence give confent, 
becaufe it appears to be direéted ‘and difpofed by Infinite Wif- 
dom. Note, A marriage is then likely to be comfortable, 
when it appears to proceed from the Lard. ° 

_ [6.] Abraham’s fervant makes a thankful acknowledgment 
of the good fuecefs he had met with, (1.) To God, ver. 52 
He worfhipped the Lord. Obferve, 1f, As his good fuccefs 
went on, he went on to blefs God: Thofe that pray without 
ceafing, fhould im every thing give thanks, and own God in 
every ftep of mercy. 2d/y, God fent his angel before him, 
and fo gave him fuccefs, ver. 7, 40. But when he has the 
defired fuccefs, he wor/hips God, not the angel. Whatever 
benefit we have by the, miniftration of angels, all the glory 
mutt be given to the Lord of the angels,,Rev. xxil..g, (2) 
To the family alfo he pays his refpects, and particularly to the 
bride, ver. 53. He prefented her and her mother and bro- 
ther with many precious things ; both to give a real proof of 
his mafter’s riches and generofity, and in gratitude for their ci- 

_vility to him, and-further to ingratiate himfelf with them. 


54 And they did eat and drink, he andthe 
men that were with him, and tarried all night: 
and they rofe up in the morning, and ‘he faid, 
Send me away unto my mafters 55 And ‘her 
brother and her mother faid, Let the damfel a- 
bide with us a few days, at the leaft ten; alter 


4 
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that fhe fhall go. 56 And he faid unto them, 
Hinder me not, feeing the Lorn hath profpered 
my way: fend me away, that I may go to my 
mafter. 57 And they faid, We will call the dam- 
fel, and inquire at her mouth. 5% And they 
called Rebekah, and faid unto her, Wilt thou 
go with this man? And fhe faid, I will go. 
59 And they fent away Rebekah their fifter, 
and her nurfe, and Abraham’s fervant, and his 
men. 60 And they bleffed Rebekah,-and faid 
unto her, Thou art our fifter, be thou the mo- 
ther of thoufands of millions, and let thy feed 
poffefs the gate of thofe which hate them. 61 
@ And Rebekah arofe, and her damfels, and 
they rode upon the camels, and followed the 
man: and the fervant took Rebekah, and went 
his way. 
Rebekah is here taking leave of her father’s houfe. 
Firft, Abraham’s fervant makes prefling inftances for a dif 
mifion. ‘Though he and his company were very welcome, 
and very merry there; yet he faid, Send me away, ver. 5d. 
and again, ver. 56. He knew his mafter would expe& him 
home with fome impatience ; he had bufinefs to do at home 
which wanted him; and therefore, as one that preferred his 
work before his pleafure, he was for haftening home. Note, 
Lingering and loitering no way becomes a wile and good man. 
When we have difpatched our bufinefs abroad, we muft not 
delay to return to our bufinefs at home, nor be longer from it — 
than needs muft: For as the bird that wanders from bis nof?, 
fo is he that wanders from his place, Prov. xxvii. 8. : 
Secondly, Rebekah’s relations, from natural affeGion, and, ~ 
according. to the ufual expreffion of kindnefs in that cafe, fo- 
hicit for her ftay fome time among them, ver. 55. "They could 
not think of parting with her on a fudden; efpecially {he be- 
ing to mare fo far off, and it being not likely they fhould e- 
ver fee one janother again: Let her flay.a few days, at leaf ” 
ten ; which makes it as reafonable a requeft as the reading 
inthe margin feems to make. it unreafonable; @ year, or at © 
leaft ten months. They had confented to the marriage, and 
yet were loth to part with her. Note, It is an inftance of the 
vanity of this world, that there is nothing in it fo agreeable but’ ~ 
it has its allay: Nw/la ef fincere voluptas. .'They here were 
pleafed that they had matched a daughter of their family fo 
well; and yet when it came to the fetting to, it was with great. - 
reluctancy that they /ent her away. 
Thirdly, Rebekah herfelf determined the matter. To her 
they appealed, as it was fit they fhould, ver. 57- Call the dam- 
Jel, (who was retired to her apartment’ with a modeft filence,) 
and inquire at ber mouth. Note; As children ought not to_ 
marry without their parents confent, fo’ parents ought not to 
marry them without their own... Before the matter is refolved : ' 
on, afk at the damfel’s mouth: She is a party principally con- 
cerned, and therefore ought to be principally confulted.”  Re- 
bekah confented not only to go, but ito go prefently, ver. 58. L 
will go. We may hope that the obfervations ‘fhe «had made 
of the fervant’s piety and devotion, pave herfuch an idea of 
the prevalency of religion and godlinefs in the family the was 
to go to, as’made-her-defirous to haften thither, and willing to 
Sorget her own people, ad her father’s boufey where religion ~ 
had not fo yuch the afcendast, 
Fourthly, Hereupon fhe is {pt away with Abraham’s fer- 
vant; 
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vant ; we may fuppofe not the very-next day after, but very 
quickly. Her friends fee fhe has a good heart on it, and fo 
they difmifs her, (1.) With fuitable attendants : Flor nurles 
ver. «9.3 her damfels, ver. 61. It feems, then, when fhe 
went to the well for water, it was not becaufé fhe had not fer- 
yvants at command, but becaufe fhe took a plealure in the in 
flances of humility and induftry. Now fhe was going among 
ftrangers ; it was fit fhe fhould take thofe with her whom fhe 
was acquainted with. Here is nothing faid of her portion: 
Her perfonal merits were a portion «7 Aer, fhe needed none 
with her; nor did that ever come into the treaty of marriage. 
(2.) With hearty good withes: ver. 60. They biejjed Ke- 
behkah. Note, When our relations are entering’ Into a new 


condition, we ought by prayer, to recommend them to the- 


blefling and grace of God. Now fhe was going to be a wife, 
they prayed fhe might be a mother, both of a sumer ous and 
of a vidortous progeny. Perhaps Abraham’s fervant had told 
them of the promife God had lately made his: mafter, which 
it is likely Abraham acquainted his honfehold with, That God 
would multiply his feed as the fars of heaven, and that they 
[bould poffe/s the gate of their enemies, chap. Xxil. 17.3 to 
which promife they had an eye in this blefling, Be shou the 
eother of that feed. . 


62 And Ifaac came from the way of the well 
Lahai-roi; for he dwelt in the fouth-country. 
63 And Ifaac went out to meditate in the field 
at the even-tide: and he lift up his eyes 
and faw, and behold, the camels were coming. 
- 64 And Rebekah lift up her eyes, and when 

fhe faw Ifaac, fhe lighted off the camel. 65 
For fhe had faid unto the fervant, What man 
zs this that walketh in the field to meet us? 
And the fervant bad faid, It zr my matter: 
therefore fhe took a vail and covered-herfelf. 
66 And the fervant told Haac all things that 
he had done. 67 And Ifaac brought ‘her in- 
to his mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, 
and fhe became his wife; and he loved her: 
and Iaac was comforted after his mother’s 
death. . 

_ Lfaac and Rebekah are at length happily brought together. 

Firft, Wfaac was well employed when he met Rebekah, ver, 

62, 63. He went out to meditate, or pray, in the jield, at the 


even-tide. Some think, he expeéted the return of his fervants 
about this time, and went out on purpofe to meet them. But 


it fhould feem he went out on another errand, to take the ad- ~ 


vantage of a filent evening, and a folitary field for meditation 
and prayer ; thofe divine exercifes-by which we converfe with 
God and our own hearts. Note, (1.) Holy fouls love re- 
urement: It will do us good to be often left alone, walking a- 
lone, and fitting alone; and if we have the art of improving 
folitude, we fhall find we are never lefs alone than when-alone. 
(2.) Meditation and prayer ought to be both our bufinefs and 
our delight when we are alone: While we have a God, a 
Chrift, and a heaven, to acquaint curfelves with, and to _fe- 


cure an interefl in, we need not want matter either for medi-” 


tation or prayer ; which, if they go together, will mutually be- 
friend eachother. (3.; Our walks inhesfeld are then tru- 
ly pleafant, when in them we apyly ourfelyes to meditation 
and prayer: We there have a free and open profpea of the 
heavens above us, and the earth around us, and the hofts and 


| met Ifaac. 
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riches of both 3 "by the view of which we thould-be led to the 


contemplation of the Nake: and Owner of all, (4.} The ex- 
ercifes of devotion fhavid be the refrefhment and entertainment 


of the eveniag, after fle care and bufinefs of the day, to re- 


lieve the fatigue of thar, and before the repofe and fleep of 
the night, to prepare us for that. . (5.) Merciful providences 
are then doubly comfortable, when they find us.well employed 
and in the way of our duty. Some think Ifaac was now 
praying for good fuccefs in this affair that was depending, and 
meditating upon that which was proper to encourage his hope 
in God concerning it: And now when he fers Aimfelf, as it 
were, upon bis waren-(ower, to fee what God would anfwer 
him, (as the prophet, Hab. ii. t.) he fees the camels coming. 
Sometimes God fends in the mercy prayed for immediately, 
Acdts: xii, 12. de 
Secondly, Rebekah behaved herfelf very decently when fhe 
Underftanding who he was, /he hghted of her. 
camel, yer. 64.3 and tovk a vail and covered herfe/f, ver. 65. 
in token of humility, modefly, and fubjeGtion. She did not 
reproach Laac for not coming himfelf to fetch her, or at lealt 
to meet her a day’s journey or two; did not conrplain of the 
tedioufnefs of her journey, or the difficulty of leaving her re- 


| Jations to come into a ftrange place; but having feen Provi- 
dence going before her in the affair, fhe accommodates herfelf 


with cheerfulnefs to her new relation. Thofe that by faith 
are efpoufed to Chrift, and would be prefented as chafte vir= 
gins to him, mu‘, in conformity to his example, Aumb/e them- 
felves, as Rebekah, who “igbted when fhe faw Ifaac on foor, 
and muft put themfelves in fubjection to hima who is their head, 
Eph. v. 24. as Rebekah, figaifying it by the vail fhe put on, 
1 Cor. xi. 10. 


Tb rdly, They were brought together (probably after fome 


time for acquaintance) to their mutual comfort, ver. 67, Ob- 
ferve here, (1.} What an affeGtionate fon he was to his mo- 
ther. It was about three years fince fhe died, and yet hg was 
not till now comforted concerning it. The wound which that 
affliction gave to his tender fpirit, bled fo long, and was never 
healed till God brought him into this new relation. Thus 


croffes and comforts are balances to each other, (Eccl. vii.14.)- 


and help to keep the fcale even. (2.) What an affectionate 
hufband he was to his wife. Note, ‘Thofe that have approved 
themfelves well in one relation, it may be hoped will do fo in 
another. She became bis wifi, and be isved ber: And alb 
the reafon in the world he fhould; for /o ough? men to love 
their wives, even as themfelves, 
then done, and the comfort of the relation is then enjoyed, 
when mutual love governs; for sf ere the Lord commands the 


biefjing. 

CHAP. XXV. 

The facred hiftorian in this chapter,'.Takes his leave of 
Abraham, with an account, (1.) Of his children by 
another wife, ver. 1,—4. (2.) Of bis laf will and 
teftament, ver. 55 6. (3.) Of bis age, death, and bu- 


rial, ver. 7,—10, LI. Hetakes his leave of I/bmael, 


with a fhort account, (1.) Of his children, ver. 12, 
‘—16. (2.) Of his oge and death, ver.14, 18. THT. 
He enters upon the hiftory of Ifaac. (1.) His pro- 
Sperity, vet. 11. (2.1 Lhe conception and birth of 
his two fons, with the oracle of God concerning them, 
ver. 19,26. (5.) Toeer different charaGer, ver. 
27, 28. (4.) Hfau’s felling bis birth-right to Facob, 
VETs 29,—3400 aa 


“HEN again. Abraham took a inikess snd he 
name was Keturah. 2 And fhe bare him 


a7 
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‘The duty of the relation. is — 


Zimram, 


‘thefe were the children of Kettsahss 


- him the heir of ‘his eftate. 


Chap. XXV. 


and Lihbak, ‘and Shuah, 3 And Jokthan begat 
Sheba, and uDeadaik And the fons of Dedan 
were Asfhurim, and Letufhim, and Leummim. 
4 And the fons of Midian ; Ephah, and Epher, 
and Hanoch, and Abidah, and. Eldaah. All 
5 And 
Abraham gave all that he had untoTfaac. 6 But 
unto the fons of the concubines which Abraham 
had, Abraham gave gifts, and fent them away 
from Ifaac his fon (while he yet lived) eaft-ward 
unto, the: eaft-country.- 7-And:thefe wre the 
days of the years of Abraham’s life which he 
lived, an’ hundred threefcore and fifteen years. 
§ Then Abraham gave up the ghoft, and died 
in a good old age, an old man, and full of years; 
and .was. gathered ’'to his people. 9g And his 
fons Ifaac and Ifhmael buried him in the cave 
of Machpelah; in the field of Ephron, the fon 
of Zohar the Hittite, which is before Mamre ; 


~3o'The field which Abraham purchafed of the 


fons of Heth: there was Abraham Dunied, and 
pag his wife. 


Five and thirty years Abraham lived after the marriage of 
Wes and all that is recorded concerning him during that 
time, es here in a very few verfes. We hear no more of 
God’s extraordinary appearances so ham, or trials of him: For 


-all the days even of the beft and greateft, faints are not emi- 
nent days; fome flide on filently, and neither come nor go 


with obfervation ; Fach: were thefe laft days of Abraham. We 
have here, 

_. Firft, An account of his children by Keturah, another wife 
which he married after the death of Sarah. “He had buried 
Sarah, and married Ifaac, the two dear companions of his life ; 
and was now /olitary: He wanted a nurfe; his family want- 
eda governels ; ; and it was not good for him to be thus alone: 
He therefore marries Keturah, probably the chief of his maid- 


a fervants, born in his houfe, or bought with money. Marriage 


‘is not forbidden to old age. By. her he had fw /ons, in whom 
the promife made to Abraham concerning the great increafe of 


his pofterity was in part fulfilled, which it is likely he had an 


eye to in this marriage. The ftrength he received by the pro- 
mife {till remained in him, to fhew how much the virtue. of the 
promife exceeds the power of nature. 

Secondly, The difpofition’ which Abraham made of his e- 
tate, ver. 5, 6. After the birth of thefe fons, he fet his houfe 
in ‘order, with prudence and jaftice. (1.) He made Maac his 
heir, ‘as he was bound to do in juftice to Sarah his firft and 
principal wife, and to Rebekah who married Ifaac upon the 
affurance of it; ‘chap. xxiv. 36. In’ this a// which he fettled 
upon Tfadc, perhaps: is included the promife of the land of Ca- 
naan, and the'entail’ of the covenant : Or, God having already 
made him the heir of the ‘promife, “Abraham therefore made 
, Our ‘loves and gifts fhould attend 
God’s. .(2.) He gave portions to the reft of his children ; 
both to Ifhmael, though at firtt he was fent empty aways and 
to his fons by Keturah; Tt was ju/fice to. proyide for them: 
Parents that do not that, are worfe than infidels. It was pra- 
dence to fettle them in’ places diftant from Ifaac’; that they 
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any way.a care or expence to him. Obferye, He did this while 
he yet Lived ; \eft it fhould not have been done, or not fo well 
done, afterwards. Note, In many cafes, it is wifdom for 
men to make their own hands their executors; and what they 
Jind to do, to do ti while they live, as far as they can. ‘Thefe 
Sons of the concubines were {ent into the country that lay ea? 
from Canaan, and their pofterity were called she children of 
the ea/?, famous. for their numbers, Judg, vi. 33. comp.wer. 5. 
Their great increafe was the fruit of the promife made to A- 
braham, That God would mu/tip/y his feed: God, in dif- 
penfing his bleffings, doeth as Abraham did: Commion blef- 
fings he gives to the children of this, world, as to the fons of 
the bond-woman ; but covenant-bleflings he referves for the 
heirs of promife. All thar he has ts theirs ; for they are his 
Tfaacs, from whom the reft fhall be for ever feparated. 

Téirdly, The age and death of Abraham, ver. 7, 8. He 
lived one hundred feventy-five years; jufta hundred years af- 
ter he came to Canaan; fo long he was a fojourner in a ftrange 
country. Though he lived long, and lived well; though he 
did good, and could ill be fpared; yet he died at laft: Ob- 
ferve how his death is here defcribed. (1.) He gave up the 
ghof. His life was not extorted from him, but he cheerfully 
refigned it: Into the hands of the Father. of fpirits he com- 
mitted his fpirit. (2.) He died in @ good old age ; an old man ; 
fo God had promifed him. is death was his difcharge from 
the burdens of his age; an o/d man would not /o live always: 
It. was alfo the crown of the glory of his old age. (3.) He 
was full of years; or full of Le, (as it mightbe fupplied,) 
including all the conveniences and comforts of life. He did 
not live till the world was weary of him, but till he was weary. 
of the world; he had had enough of it, and defired no more : 
Vix quantum fairs eff. Sen. A good man, though he fhould 
not-die old, dies fu// of days, fatisfied with living here, and 
longing ta live in a better place. (4.) He was yathered to 
his people. Wis body was gathered to the congregation of 
the dead, and his foul to the congregation of the blifjed. Note, 
Death gathers us to our people. Vhofe that are our people 
while we live, whether the people of God, or the children of 
this world, to them death will gather us. 

Fourthly, His burial, ver. 9, 10. Here asinothing re= 
corded of the pomp or ceremony of his funeral ; only we are. 
told, 

[r. ] Who buried him ; His fons [faac and I/bmael. It was 
the laft office of refpeé they had to pay to their good father. 
Some diftances there had formerly been between Ifaac and 
Ifhmael ; but it feems, either Abraham had himfelf brought ’ 
them together while he lived, or at lealt his death reconciled 
them. 

[2.] Where they buried him: In his, own burying-place 
which he had purchafed, and in which he had buried Sarah. - 
Note, Thofe that in life have been very dear.to each other, 


| may not only innocently but laudably defire to be buried toge- 


ther, that in their deaths they may not be divided, and in token 


| of their hopes of rifing together. 


rz J And it came to pafs after the death’ of 
Abraham, that God’ blefféd his fon Taac: and 
Ifaac dwelt by, the well Lahai-roi. 12,4 Now. 
thefe are the generations of If;mael Abraham’s 


| fon, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s hand-_ 


maid, bare'unto Abraham: 13 And thefe’ are 
the’ names of the fons of Ifhmael, by their 
names, according to their generations: The 
firft-born of Ithmael, Nebajoth; and Kedar, 
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and Adbeel, and Mibfam, 14 And Mifhma, and 
Dumah, and Mafla, 15 Hadar, and Temah, 
Jetur, Naphith, and Kedemah. 16 Thele are 
the fons of Ifhmael, and thefe are their names, 
by their towns, and by their caftles; twelve 
princes according to their nations. 17 And 
thefe ure the years of the life of Ifhmael, an 
hundred and thirty and feven years: and he 
gave up the ghoft and died, and was gathered 
unto his people. 18 And they dwelt from Ha- 
vilah unto Shur, that zs before Egypt, as thou 
goeft towards Affyria: aud he died in the pre- 
fence of all his brethren. 


Immediately after the account of Abraham’s death, Mofes 
begins the ftory of Ifaac, ver. 11.3 and tells us where he 
dwelt, and how remarkably God bleffed him. Note, The 
blefling of Abraham did not die with him, but furvived to all 
the children of the promife. But he prefently digrefleth from 
the ftory of Ifaac, to give a fhort account of Ifhmael, foraf- 
‘much as he alfo was a fon of Abraham, and God had made 
fome promifes concerning him, which it was requifite we fhould 
know the accomplifhment of. Obferve here what is faid, 

_[1.] Concerning his children. He had twelve fons; 
Twelve princes they are called, ver. 16. heads of families, 
' which in procefs of time became nations, diftin@ tribes, ‘nu- 
merous and very confiderable. They peopled a very large con- 
tinent that lay between Egypt and Affyria, called Arabia. 
The names of his twelve fons are recorded. Midian and Ke- 
dar, we often read of in fcripture. And fome very good ex- 
pofitors have taken notice of the fignification of thofe three 
names which are put together, ver. 14. as containing good ad- 
vice to usall. Mifhma, Dumah, and Mafla, that is, Hear, 
keep filence, and bear; we have them together in the fame 
order, Jam. i. 19. Be /wifi to hear, flow to fpeak, flow to 
wrath, ‘The potterity of Ifhmael had not only ¢eats in the 
fields, wherein they grew rich in times of peace ; but they had 
towns and cafles, ver. 16. wherein they fortified themfelves 
in time of war. Now the number and ftrength of this family 
was the fruit of the promife made to Hagar concerning Ifh- 
mael, chap. xvi. 10. and to Abraham, chap. xvii. 20. and 
xxi. 13. Note, Many that are ftrangers to the covenants of 
promife, yet are blefled with outward profperity for the fake 
of their godly anceftors. Wealth and riches fhall be in their 
houfe. 

[2.] Concerning himfelf. Here is an account, (1.) Of 
“his age: He ftued an hundred aud thirty and feven years, 
ver. 17.3 which is recorded to fhew the efficacy of Abraham’s 
prayer for him, (chap. xvii. 18.) O that 8/hmael might live 

before thee! And, (2.) Of his death: He alfo was gathered 
to bis people. But it is not faid, that he was full of days, 
though he lived to fo great an age: He was not fo weary of 
the world, nor fo willing to leave it, as his good father was. 
Thofe words, he fell in the prefence of all his brethren, whe- 
ther they mean, as we take them, be died, or, ,as_ others, Azs 
fot fell, they are defigned to thew the fulfilling of that word to 
Hagar, (chap. xvi. 12.) He fhall dwell in the prefence of 
all bis brethren; i.e. He fhall flourith and be eminent among 
them, and fhall hold his own to the laft. Or, he died with 
his friends about him ;. which is comfortable. 


19 { And thefe are the: generations of Ifaac 
Abraham’s fon: Abraham begat Haac. 20 And 


iivac was forty years old when he took Rebe~ - 
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kah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Sy- 
rian of Padan-aram, the fifter to Laban the Sy- 
rian, 21 And [aac intreated the Lorn for his 
wife, becaufe fhe was barren: and the Lorp 
was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife con- 
ceived. 22 And the children ftruggled toge- 


| ther within her: and fhe faid, If it be fo, why 


am i thus? and fhe went to inquire of the Lorp. 


| 23 And the Lorn faid unto her, Two nations 


are in-thy womb, and two manner of people 
fhall be feparated from thy bowels: and the one 
people fhall be ftronger than the o/)er people ; 
and the elder fhall ferve the younger. 249 And 
when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, 
behold, tere were twins in her womb. 25 And 
the firft came out red, all over like an hairy gar- 
ment: and they called his name Efau. 26 And 
after that came his brother out, and his hand 
took hold -on Efau’s heel; and his name was 
called Jacob: and Haac was threefcore years 
old when fhe bare them. 247 And the boys. 
grew: and Efau was a cunning hunter, a man. 
of the field ; and Jacob was a plain man dwel- 
ling in tents. 28 And Iaac loved Efau, be- 
caufe he did eat of bis venifon: but Rebekah 
loved Jacob. | 


We have here an account of the birth of Jacob and Efau, 
the twin fons of Ifaac and Rebekah. — Their entrance into the 
world was (which is not ufual) one of the moft confiderable 
parts of their {tory ; nor is much related concerning Haac, but 
what had reference to his father while he lived, and to his fons 
afterward.. For Ifaac feems not to have been a man of ac- 


~ tion, nor much tried ; but to have {pent his days in. quietnefs.. 


and filence. 

Now concerning Jacob and Efau we are here told, 
-Firf?, That they were prayed for. Their parents, after they 
had been long chiédlefs, obtained them by prayer, ver. 20, 21..- 
Ifaac was forty years o/d when he was married: Though he._ 
was an only fon, and from whom the Promifed Seed was to 
come, yet he made no halte to'marry.. He was fixty years 


old when his fons were born, ver. 26.; fo that after he was ; 


married, he had no child for twenty years. Note, Though: 
the accomplifhment of Gad’s promife is always fure, yet it is 
often flow, and feems to be crofled and contradiéted by Pro- 
vidence ; that the faith of believers may be tried, their patience 
exercifed, and mercies long waited for may be the more wel-. 
come when they come, While this mercy was delayed, Lfaae ‘ 
did not approach te a handmaid’s bed, as Abraham had done, . 
and Jacob after ; for he loved Rebekah, chap. xxiv..67. But, 
(1.) He prayed: “ He intreated the Lord for his wife.” 


~ Though God had promifed. to multiply his family, he prayed 


for it:. For God’s promifes muft not /uperfede but encourage 
our prayers, and be improved -as the ground of our faith. 
Though he had prayed for this mercy very often, and had con- 
tinued his fupplication many years, and it was not granted 5. 
yet he did not leave off praying for it: For men ought a/ways 
to pray, and not to faint, Luke xviii. 1.5 to pray without 
ceafing, and knocé till the door be opened.. He prayed for his 


wife ; fome read ity. with his wife... Note, Hufbands and. 
wives fhould pray together: which is intimated in the apoftle’s 


caution 
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- forts, becanfe of the uneafinefs that attends them. 


- that are upon any account perplexed. 


‘Chap. KXV. 


caution, that their prayers be not hindered, x Pet. iit. 7. The | 
_ Jews have a tradition, That Ifaac at length took his wife with 


him to mount Moriah, where God had. promifed that he would 
multiply Abraham’s feed, chap. xxii. 17.3; and there, in his 
prayer with her and for her, pleaded the promife made in that . 
very place. (2.) God heard his prayer, and was intreated of 
him. ; Note, Children are the gift of God: The key of the 
womb isin his hand. ‘Thofe that continue inflant in prayer, 
as Ifaac did, fhall find at laft they did not feeb in vain, Ifa. 
xxx. 18. ; i 

Secondly, "That they were prophefed of before they were 
born, and great myfteries were wrapped up in the prophecies~ 
which went before of them, ver. 22,:23: Long had Ifaac 
prayed for a /un ; and now his wife is with child of rio, to 
recompenfe hiny for his long waiting. ‘Thus God often ont- 
doeth our prayers, and gives more than we are able to afk or 
think. Now. Rebekah being with child of thefe two fons. 
Obferve here, ; 

[.] How the was perplexed in her mind concerning her pre- 
fent cafe. The children firuggled together within her. The 
commotion fhe felt was altogether extraordinary, and made her 
very uneafy. Whether fhe was apprehenfive that the birth 
would be her death; or that fhe was weary of the inteftine tu- 
mult, which probably made her very fick ; or that the fufpea- 
ed it to be an ill omen; it feems fhe was ready to with, that 
either fhe had jnot been with child, or that fhe might die pre- 
fently, and not bring forth fuch a ftruggling brood: [fu be 
fo, (or, fince it 1s fo,) why am I thus? Before, the want of 


_ children was her trouble’; now, the ftruggle of the children is. 


no {efs fo. Note, 1. The comforts we are moft defirous of, 
are fometimes found to bring along with them more occafion 
of trouble and uneafinefs than we thought of; vanity being 
written upon all things under the fun, God thus teaches us to 
read it. 2. We are too apt to be 'difcontented with our com- 
We know 
not when we are pleafed; neither how to want, nag how to 
abound. : ' 

This ftrugole between Jacob and Efau in the womb, repre- 
fents the {trnggle that is between the kingdom of God and the 
kingdom of Satan, (1.) In the world. The feed of the wo- 
man and the feed of the ferpent have been contending ever fince | 
the enmity was put between them, Gen. iii. 15.5 and it has 
occafioned a con{tant uneafinefs among men. Chrift himfelf 
-eame to fend fire on earth, and this divifion, Luke xit. 49, 51. 
But let not this be an offence to us: a holy war is better than 
the peace of the devil’s palace. (2.) In the hearts of belie- 
vers. No fooner is Chrift formed in the foul, but prefently 
there begins a conflict between the flefli and the Spirit, Gal. v. 
x7. The ftream is not turned without a mighty ftruggle; which 
yet ought not to difcourage us: It is better to have a confli 
with fin, than a tame fubmiflion to it. 
 [2.] What courfe fhe took for her relief: She went to in- 
guire of thé Lord. Some think Melchizedek was now con- 


" fulted as an oracle; of, perhaps fome urim or teraphim were 


now ufed to inquire of God by, as afterwards in the breaft- 
plate of judgment. Note, The word and prayer, by both 
which we now inquire of the Lord, give great relief to thofe 
It is a mighty eafe to 
fpread our cafe before the Lord, and a/ coun/el at his mouth: 
Go into, the fanduary, Pfal. Ixxiit. 17. 

[3.] The information given her upon her inquiry, which 
expounded the myftery: Two nations are in thy womb, ver. 


“23. She was now big, not only with two children, but two 


nations; which fhould not only id’ their manners and difpofi- 


' tions greatly differ from each other; biit in their interefts clafh 


and contend with eachother; and thesiffueof the, conteft fhould 
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be, that the elder foould ferve the younger ; which was fulfil- 
led in the fubjeétion of the Edomites for-many ages to the 
honfe of David, till they revolted, 2 Chron. xxi. 8. Obferve 
here, (1.) ‘That God is a free agent in difpenfing his grace : 
It is his prerogative to make a difference between thofe who 
have not as yet themfelves done either gocd or evil. This 
the apoftle infers from hence, Rom. ix. 12. (2.) That in the 
{traggle between grace and corruption in the foul, grace (the 
younger) thail certainly get the upper-hand at lalt. " 

Thirdly, That when they were born there was a great dif- 
ference between them; which ferved to confirm what had been 
foretold, ver. 23. was a prefage of the accomplifhment of it, 
and ferved greatly to iliu/trate the type. 

tf, There was a great. difference in their bodiés, ver. 25. 
Efau, when he was born, was rough and hairy, as if he had 
been already a grown man; whence he had his name //aa, 
Made, reared already: This wag an indication of a very {trong 
conftitution, and gave caufe to expect that he would be a very 
robuft, daring, active man. But Jacob was {mooth and ten- 
der as other children. Note, (1.) The. difference of mens 
capacities, and confequently of their condition in the, world, 
arifes very much from the difference of their natural confttu- 
tion: Some are plainly defigned by nature for aétivity and ho- 
nour; others as manifeftly marked for obfcurity. ‘Whis in- 
ftance of the divine fovercignty in the kingdom of providence, 
may perhaps help to reconcile us to the doctrine of the divine 
fovereignty in the kingdom of grace. (2.) It is God’s ufual 
way to chufe the weak things of the world, and to pafs by the 
mighty, 1 Cor. i. 26, 27. 

adly, there was a manifelt conteft in their births: Efau, 
the ftronger, came out firft; but Jacob's hand took hold on bis 
heel, ver. 26. This fignified, (1.) Jacob’s pur/uit of the birth- 
right and blefling: From the firft, he reached forth to have 
catched hold of it, and, if poflible, to have prevented his bro- 
(2.) His prevacling for it at lat: That in procefs of 
time lie fhould undermine his brother, and gain his point. This 
paflage is referred to, Hof. xii. 3.; and from hence he had his 
name Facob, a fupplanter. ; 

3¢/y, They were very unlike in the temper of their minds, 
and the way of living they chofe, ver. 27. They foon ap- 
peared to. be of a very different genius. (1.) Efau was a man 
for this world: Aman addiéed to his fports, for he was 4 
hunter ; and a man that knew how to live by his wits, for he 
was a cunning hunter. Recreation was: his bufinefs ; he f{tu- 
died the art of it, and {pent al! his time in it. He never loved 
a book, nor cared for being within doors ; but he was a man’ 
of the field ; like Nimrod’ and Ifhmael, all for the game, and 
never well but when he was upon the ftretch in purfuit of it, 


In fhort, he fet up for a gentleman and a foldier. (2.) Jacob 


was aman for she other world. He was not cut out fora” 

ftatefman, nor did he affect to look great ; but he was a plain 
man, dwelling in tents: An honeft man, that always meant 
well, and dealt fairly ; that preferred the true delights of foli- 
tude and retirement, before all the pretended pleafure of bufy, 
noify fports. He dwedled in tents; either, (1.) As a thep- 
herd. He affected that fafe and filent employment of keeping 
/beep; to which alfo he bred up his children,Gen. xlvi. 34. Or, 


‘(2.) Asa ftudent. He frequented the tents of Melchizedek, 


or Heber, as fome underftand it, to be taught by them divine 
things. And this was that fon of lfaac on’ whom the covenant 

was entailed, . 
4thly, Their intereft in the affection of their parents was 
likewife different. They had but thefe two. children; and it 
feems one was the father’s darling, and the other the mother’s, 
ver. 28. (1s) Ifaac, though he was not a ftirring man him- 
felf, but when he went into the fields went to m.ditate and 
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yet he loved to have his fon active. Efau 
knew how to pleafe him, and fhewed a great refpect for him, 
by treating him often with venifon; which gained him the af- 
feétions of the good old man, and won upon him more than 
one would have thought. (2.) Rebekah was mindful of the 
oracle-of God, which had given the preference to Jacob, and 
therefore fhe preferred him in her love. And if it be lawful 
for parents to make a‘difference between their children upon 

“any account, doubtlefs Rebekah was in the right that loved him 
whom God loved. 


29 Y And Jacob fod pottage: and Efau 
came from the field, and he was faint. 30 And 
-Efau faid to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with 
that fame red portage ; for lam faint: there- 
fore was his name called Edom. 31 And Ja- 
cob faid, Sell me this day thy birth-right. 32 
And Efau faid, Behold, I am at the point to die: 
and what profit thail this birth-right do to me? 
33 And Jacob faid, Swear to me this day; and 
he fware unto him: and he fold his birth-right 
unto Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Efau bread 
and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and 
drink, and rofe up, and went his way: thus E- 
fau defpifed bis birth-right. 


We have here a bargain made between Jacob and Efau a- 
bout the birth-right ; which was Efau’s by providence, but Ja- 
cob’s by promife. It was a fpiritual privilege, including the 
lexcellency of dignity and the excellency of power, as well as 
the double portion, Gen. xlix. 3. It feemed to be fuch a 
birth-right as had then the blefling annexed to it, and the en- 

tail of the promife. Now fee, 
' Firft, Jacob’s pious defire of the birth-right; which yet he 
fought to obtain by indirect courfes, not agreeable to his cha- 
racter asia plain man. 1t was not out of pride or ambition 
that he coveted the birth-right.; but with an eye to fpiritual 
bleflings, which he had got well acquainted with 7m hes tents, 
while Efau had loft the feent of them zm the field. For this 
he is to be commended, that he coveted earnefily the beft 
gifts; yet in this he cannot be juftified, that he took advan- 
tage of his brother’s neceflity to make him a very hard bar- 
gain, ver. 34. Se// me this day thy birthright. Probably 
there had formerly been fome communication between them a- 
bout this matter, and then it was not fo great a furprife upon 
Efau as here it feems to be; and it may be Efau had fome- 
times fpoke flightly of the birth-right and its appurtenances, 
which encouraged Jacob to make this propofal to him. 
if fo, Jacob is at lealt ewcufable in what he did to gain his 
point. Note, Plain men, that have their converfation in fim- 
plicuy and godly fincerity, and without worldly wifdom, are 
often found w/e of all for their fouls and eternity. Thofe 
are wife indeed that are wife for another world. Jacob’s wif- 
dom appeared in two things: (1 ) That he nicked his time ; 
took the opportunity when it offered itfelf, and did not. let it 
flip. (2.) That having made the bargain, he made it fure, 


pray, not to hunt ; 


and got it confirmed by Efau’s oath: Swear to me this day, 


ver. 33. He took Efau when he was in the mind, and would 
not leave him a power of revocation. In’a cafe of this nature, 
a ts good to be fure. 

Secondly, Efau’s profane contempt of the birth-tight, and 
the foolith fale he made of it. He is called profane E/fau for 
it, Heb. xit, 16. becaufe for one morfel of meat he fold bts 
éirth-right, and as dear a morfel as ever was eaten fince the 
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~ wife, and might have faved his birth-right. 
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forbidden fruit; and he lived to forethink it when it was toa 


late. Never was there fuch a foolifh bargain as this which 
Efau now made; and yet he valued himfelf upon his politics, 
and had the reputation of a cunning man, and perhaps had of- 
ten bantered his brother Jacob as a weak and .fimple man. 
Note, 1. There are thofe that are penny-wife and pound-fool- 
ih; cunning hunters, that can outwit others, and-draw them 
into their fnarés, and yet are themfelves impofed upon by Sa- 
tan’s wiles, and led captive by him at his will, 2. God often 


chufes the fool/h things of tae world, by them to confound _ 


the wife. Plain Facob makes a fool of cunning Efau. Obs 
ferve the inftances of Efau’s. folly : 
[1.] His appetite was very ftrong, ver. 29, 30. Poor Jas 


cob had got fome bread and potiage, (ver. 34.) for his din- 
ner; and was fitting down to it contentedly enough, without 
venifon, when Efau came from hunting, hungry and weary, 
and. perhaps had caught nothing. And now Jacob’s pottage 
pleafed his eye better than ever his game had done: Give me 
(faith he) fome of that red, that red, as it is in the original. 
It fuited his own colour, ver. 25.; and in reproach to him for 
this, he was ever after called Edem, Red. Nay, it fhould 
feem he was fo faznt that he could not feed himfelf, nor had 
he a fervant at hand to help him, but befpeaks his brother to 
feed him, Note, (1.) Thofe that addié themfelves to fport, 
weary themfelves for very vanity, Hab. ii. 13. They might: 
do the moft needful bufinefs, and gain the greateft advantages, 
with half the pains they take, and half the perils they run in- 
to, in purfuit of their foolith pleafures. (2.) Thofe that work 


» with quietne/s are more conftantly and comfortably provided 


for than thofe that hunt with noife. Bread 1s not always to 


the wife: But they that ¢ruf/ in the Lord, and do good, veri» - 


ly they fhall be fed, fed with daily bread; not as Efau, fome- 
times fea/iing and fometimes farnting. (3.) Gratifying the 
fenfual appetite is that which ruins thoufands of precious fouls : 
Surely if Efau was hungry and faint, he might have got a 
meal’s mgat cheaper than at the expence of his birth-right ; bus 
that he was unaccountably fond of the colour of this pottage, 
and could not deny himfelf the fatisfaction of a mefs of it, 
whatever it coft him. Never better can come of it, when 
mens hearts walk after their eyes, Job xxxi. 7. and when 
they /erve their own bellies: Therefore /ook not thou upon 
the wine, or, as Efau, upon the pottage, when ct is red, wher 
it gives that colour in the cup, in the difh which is moft ins 
viting, Prov. xxii. 31. If we ufe ourfelves to deny ourfelves,, 
we break the force of moft temptations. : 


~[2.] His reafoning was very weak, ver. 32. Behold, I am 


at the posnt to die. And if he were, would nothing ferve to: 
keep him alive but this pottage? If the famine were now in the 
land, (chap. xxvi. 1.) as Dr Lightfoot conje@tures, we cannot 
fuppofe Haac fo poor, or Rebekah fo ill an houfekeeper, but 
that he might have been {upplied with food convenient other= 
But his appetite. 
has the maftery of him; he is in a /onging condition; nothing, 
will pleafe him but shis red, this red pottage ; and to palliate 
his defire, he pretends he is at the point to die: And if he 
had been fo, was it not better for him to die: in honour, than 


to live in difgrace? die under a blefling, than live under a 


curfe? ‘he birth-right was typical of {piritual privileges, thofe: 
of the church of the firft-born: Efau was now tried how he 
would value thofe, and he fhews himfelf fenfible only of pre- 
fent grievances ; May. he but get relief againft them, he cares 

_ hot for his birth-right. Naboth. was_ better principled, who, 
would lofe his hfe rather than fell his vineyard, becaufe his 
part in the earthly Canaan. fignified his part in the heavenly, 1 
Kings xxi. 3. (4.) If we look on Efau’s birth-right as on-. 
ly @ temporal advaniage, what he {aid had fomething of truth. 
ie 1p. 
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- 


6, 7, 8.3 they will not put by the ftroke of death, nor eafe 
the pangs,.nor remove the fting: Yet Efau, who fet up for a 
gentleman;.fhould have had a greater and more noble fpirit 
than to fell even fuch an honour fo cheap. (2.) But being of 
a fpiritua/ nature, his undervaluing it was the greateft profane- 
nefs imaginable. Note, It is egregious folly to part with our 


intereft in God, and Chrift, and heaven, for the riches, ho- 


nours, and pleafures of this world, as ill a bargain as his that 


> fold a birth-right for a difh of broth. 


[3-] Repentance was hid from his eyes, ver. 34. He did 
eat and drink, pleafed his palate, and filled his belly, and blef- 
fed himfelf what a good-meal’s.meat he had; and then care- 
lefsly rofe up and went bis way, without any ferious reflec- 


tions upon the ill bargain he had made, or any fhew of regret. 


Thus Efau defpifed his birtb-right. He ufed no means at 
all to get the bargain revoked; made no appeal to his father 
about it, nor friends to his brother to compound the matter: 
But the bargain which his neceflity had made, (fuppofing it 
were fo,) his profanenefs confirmed ex pof fade; and by his 
fubfequent negleét and contempt, he did, as it were, acknow- 
ledge a fine; and by juftifying himfelf in what he had done, 
he put the bargain paft recall. Note, People are ruined, not 
fo much by doing what is amifs, as by doing it and not re- 
penting of it, doing it and ftanding to it. 


GH: AiP. XXXVI. 


In this chapter, we have, 1. Lfaac in adverfity, by rea- 
Jon of a famine in the land; which, (1.) Obliges him 
to change bis quarters, vet. 1. But, (2.) God vifits 
him with direfion: and comfort, ver. %—§. (3+) 
He foolifhly denies his. wife, being in diftre/s, and 1s 
veproved for it by Abimelech, ver. 6,—11.. Uy L- 
faac in profperity, by the bleffing of God upon him, 
ver. 12,14. And, (1.) The Philiftines were en- 
vious at him, ver. 14,—17. °(2.) He continued in- 
duftrious in his bufinefs, ver. 18,—23. (3.) God 


appeared to him, and encouraged him, and he return - 


ed his duty to God, ver. 24,-25. (4.) The Phili- 

Jtines at length made court to him, and made a cove- 

nant with him, ver. 26,—33- (5.) The. difagree- 

able marriage of his fon Efau was an allay to the. 
' comfort of his profperity, ver. 34, 35+. 


ND there was a famine in the land, befides 


the firft famine that was in the days of A-- 


braham. And Ifaac went unto Abimelech 
king of the Philiftines, unto Gerar. 2 And the 
Lorp appeared unto him, and faid, Go not 
down into Egypt: dwell in the land which I 


fhall tell thee of. 3 Sojourn in this land, and. 


I will be with thee and will blefs thee: for un- 


to thee and unto thy feed, I will give all thefe - 


countries, and-I will perform the oath which I 
fware unto Abraham thy father. 4 And I will 
make thy feed to multiply as the ftars of hea- 


ven, and will give unto thy feed all thefe coun- _ 


tries: and in thy feed fhall all the nations of 
the earth be blefled: 5 Becaufe that Abraham 
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in it, that our worldly enjoyments, even thofe we are molt 
-fond of, will ftand us in’no {tead in a dying hour, Pfal, xlix.. 
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| obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my 
commandments, my ftatutes, and my laws. 
Here, Fir/?, God tried Lfaac by his providence. Tfaac had 


been trained up in a believing dependance upon the divine’ 
grant of the land. of Canaan to him and his heirs; yet now 
there is a fanune in the land, ver. 1. What fhall he think 
of the promife, when the promifed land will not, find him 
bread ? Is {uch a grant worth accepting upon fuch terms, and 
after fo long a time? Yes, Laac will {till cleave to the cove- 
nant: And the lefs valuable Canaan in itfelf {eems to be, the 
better he is taught to value it, (1.) As a token of God's e- 
verlafting kindnefs to him; and (2.) As a type-of heaven’s 
everlatting bleflednefs. Note, Vhe intrinfic worth of God’s 
promifes cannot be leffened in a believer’s-eye by any crofs 
rovidences, 

Secondly, He directed him under this trial by his word, 
Jfaac finds himfelf ftraitened by the fcarcity of provifions : 
Some whither he. muft go for fupply. It fhould feem he in- 
teads for Egypt, whither his father went in the like ftrait ; 
but he takes Gerar in his way; full of thoughts, no doubt, 
which way he had beft to fteer his courfe, till God gracioufly 
appeared to him, and determined him abundantly to his fatis- 
faction. 

[z.] God bid him ftay where he was, and not go down ta- 
to Egypt, ver. 2, 3. Sojourn tn this land. ‘There was a 
| famine in Jacob’s days, and God bid him go down into Egypt, 
Gen. xlvi. 3, 4.3; a famine in Iaac’s days, and God bid him 
not go down; a famine in Abraham’s days, and God left him 
to his liberty, directing him:neither way; Which (confidering. 
that Egypt was always a place of trial and exercife'to God’s 
people) fome ground upon the different *charaéters of thefe 
three patriarchs.. Abraham was a man of very high attain- 
ments, and intimate communion with God; and to him all 
places and conditions were alike: Hfaac a very good man, but. 
not cut out for hardfhip ; therefore he is forbidden to go to 
Egypt: Jacob enured to difficulties, {trong and- patient; and 
therefore he muft go down into Egypt, that she trial of his 
Saith might be to praife, and honour, and glory, Thus God 
proportions his people’s trials to their ftrength, 


4 


As we may go any whither with comfort when God’s blef- 
fing goes with us, fo we may ftay any where contentedly if 
that blefling reft upon us. 

_.. [3-] He renewed the covenant with him which had fo of- 
ten been made with Abraham, repeating and ratifying the pro- 
mifes of the land of Canaan, a numerous iffue, and the Mefliah, 

“ver. 3, 4. Note, Thofe that muft live by.faith, have need of- 


fuffering or felf-denial. 


father’s obedience, as that which had preferved the entail. of 
the covenant in his family, ver. 5. “ brabam obeyed my 


thee.”’ 
nour; for by it he obsaimed a good report both with God and 
men. AX great variety of words is here ufed to exprefs the 
divine will, to which Abraham was obedient ; my voice, my 
_ charge, my commandments, my ftatutes, and my laws; which. 
may intimate, that Abraham’s obedience was univerfal: He 
obeyed the original laws of nature; the revealed laws of di- 
vine worfhip, particularly that of circumeifion ; and all the ex- 
traordinary precepts God gave him, as that of quitting his: 
country,.and that (which fome think is more efpecially refer- 
red to) of offering up his fon, which Ifaac himfelf had reafon 


Aad 1 
enough 


» 


[2.] He promifed to be with him, and ble/s him, ver. 3. ° 


ten to review aud repeat to themfelves the promifes they are to ~ 
live upon, efpecially when: they are called to any inftance of © 


[4-] He recommended to him the good example of his: 


voice ; do thou do fo too, and the promifefhall be fure to » 
Abraham’s obedience ‘is * here .celebrated to his hoe. 
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enough to remember. Note, ‘Thofe only fhall have the bene- 
fit and comfort of God’s covenant with their godly parents, 
that tread in’the fteps of their obedience. 


6 4 And Ifaac dwelt in Gerar. 7 And the 
men of the place afked bim of his wife; and 
“he faid, She zs my fifter: for he feared to fay, 
She is my wife; left faid he, the men of the 
place fhould kill me for Rebekah, becaufe the 
was fair to look upon. 8 And it came to pafs 
when he had been there a long time, that Abi- 
melech king of the Philiftines looked out at a 
window, and faw, and behold, Ifaac was {port- 
- ing with Rebekah his wife. 9 And Abimelech 
called Lfaac, and faid, Behold, of a furety fhe is 
.thy wife: and how faidft thou, She zs my fifter? 
And Lac faid unto him, Becaufe I faid, Left I 
die for her., ro And Abimelech faid, What zs 
this thou haft done unto us? one of the people 
might lightly have lien with thy wife, and thou 
fhouldeft have brought guiltinefs upon us. 11 
And Abimelech charged all bis people, faying, 
He that toucheth this man or his wife, fhall 
furely be put to death. 


Ifaac has now laid afide all thoughts of going into Egypt, 
and, in obedience to the heavenly vifion, fets up his ftaff in 
Gerar, the country in which he was born, ver..6. Yet there 
he enters into temptation, the fame temptation that his good 
father had been once and again furprifed and overcome by, 
viz. to deny his wife, and to give out that fhe was his fifter. 
Obferve, ; 

[1.} How he fanned, ver. 7. Becaufe his wife was hand- 
fome, he fancied the Philiftines would find fome way or other 

_to take him off, that fome of them might marry her; and 
therefore fhe muft pafs for his filter. It is an unaccountable 
thing, that both thefe great and good men fhould be guilty. of 
fo odd a piece of diffimulation, by which they fo much expof- 
ed both their own and their wives reputation. But we fee, 
(1.) That very good men have fometimes been guilty of very 
great faults and follies. Let thofe therefore that ftand, take 
heed left they fall; and thofe that are fallen, not defpair of be- 
ing helped up again. And, (2.) That there is an aptnefs in 
us to imitate even the weakneffes and infirmities of thofe we 
haye a value for: We have need therefore to keep our foot, 
left, whilft we aim to tread in the fteps of good men, we fome- 
times tread in their by-{teps. 

» _[2.] How he'was deteéied, and the cheat difcovered by 
the king himfelf. 4bmelech, (not the fame that was in A- 
braham’s days, chap. xx. for this was near 100 vears after 
that ; but that was the common name of the Philiftine kings, 
as Gafar of the Roman emperors,) he faw Ifaac more famili- 
ar and pleafant with Rebekah than he knew he would be with 
his fifter: He faw him jporting with her, ver. 8. or Jaugh- 
ing 3 It is the fame word with that from which Ifaac had his 
name: He was rejoicing with the uitfe of his youth, Prov. 
v. 18. ‘It becomes thofe in that relation, to be phafant with 
one another, as thofe that are plea/ed with one anothor. No- 
Where may a man more allow himfelf to be innocently merry 
than with his own wife and children. Abimelech charged 
him with the fraud, ver. 9.3 fhewed him how frivolons his ex- 
cufe was, and what might haye been the ill confequence of it, 


ch a ure ‘eo 
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yer. 10.3 and then, to convincé him how groundlefs and un- 


~ jutt his jealoufy of them was, took him and: his family under 


his particular protection, forbidding any injury to be done to 
him or his wife upon pain of death, ver. 11. Note, 1 A ly-. 
ing tongue is but for a moment: Truth is the daughter of 
time ; and in time it will out. 2. One fin is often the inlet 
to many; and therefore the beginnings of fin ought to be a- 
voided. 3. The fins of profeffors fhame ‘them before rho/e 
that are without. 4. God can make thofe that are incenfed 
againtt his people, though there may be fome colour of caufe 
for it, to know that it is at their peril if they do them any 
hurt. See Pfal. cv. 14, 15. 


12 Then Ifaac fowed in that land, and re- 
ceived in the fame year an hundred-fold, and 
the Lorp blefied himy 13 And the man wax-. 
ed great, and went forward, and grew until he 
became very great. 14 For he had pofleffion 
of flocks, and poffeffion of herds, and great ftore 
of fervants. And the Philiftines envied him. 
15 For all the wells which his father’s fervants 
had diggéd in the days of Abraham his father, 
the Philiftines had {topped them, and filled 
them with earth. 16 And Abimelech faid un- 
to aac, Go from us: for thou-art much migh- 
tier than we. 17 4 And Ifaac departed thence, 
and pitched his tent in the valley of Gerar,and . 
dwelt there. 18 And Lfaac digged again the: 
wells of water, which they had digged in the 
days of Abraham his father; for the Philiftines 
had ftopped them after the death of Abraham : 


_ and he called their names after the names by 


which his father had called them. 19 And I- 
faac’s fervants digged in the valley, and found 
there a well of {fpringing water. 20 And the 
herdmen of Gerar did ftrive with Ifaac’s herd- 
men, faying, The water 7s ours: and he called 
the name of the well Efek, becaufe they ftrove 
with him. 21 And they digged another well, 
and ftrove for that alfo: and he called the name 
of it Sitnah. 22 And he removed from thence,, 
and digged another well; and for that they 
ftrove not: and he called the name of it Re- 
hoboth; and he faid, For now the Lorp hath 
made room for us, and we fhall be fruitful in 
the land. 23 And he went up from thence to 
Beer-fheba. 24 And the Lorp appeared unto 
him the fame night, and faid, I am the God of 
Abraham thy father; fear not, for I am with 
thee, and will blefs thee, and multiply thy feed 
for my fervant Abraham’s fake. 25 And he 
builded an altar there, and called upon the name 
of the Lorp, and pitched his tent there: and 

there Iaac’s fervants digged a well. 
Here is, Fer/?, The tokens of God’s ‘good-will to Ifaac : 
He bleffed bim, and profpered him, and made all that he had 
to 


‘ 
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to thrive under his hands. (1.) His corn multiplied ftrange- 
ly, ver. 12. He had no land of his own; but took land of 

. the Philiftnes, and /owed zt; and (be it obferved for the en- 
couragement of poor tenants that occupy other people's lands, 
and are honeft and induftrions) God d/efe/ him with a great 
increafe: He reaped an hundred-fold. And there feems to 
be an emphafis laid upon the time: It was that fzme year when 
there was a farrine in the land. ‘While others f{carce reaped 
at all, he reaped thus plentifully: See Ifa. Ixv. 13. My /er- 
wants /hall eat, but ye Jhall be hungry; and Plal. xxxvii. 
19. In the days of famine they fhall be fatisped, (2.) His 
cattle alfo increafed, ver. 14. And then, (3.) He had great 
fore of fervants, whom he employed and maintained. Note, 
As goods are increafed, they are increafed that eat then, 
Eo le 

Secondly, The tokens of the Philiftines ill-will to him: 
They envied him, ver. 14. It is an inftance, (1.) Of the va- 
nity of the world, that the more men have of it, the more they 
are envied and expofed to cenfure and injury. Who can fiand 
before envy ? Prov. xxvii. 4. See Eccl. iv. 4. (2.) OF the 
corruption of nature: For that is an ill principle indeed which 
makes men grieve at the good of others; as if it muft needs 
be ill with me, becaufe it is well with my neighbour. 

1. They had already fhewed their ill-will to his family, by 

- ftopping up the wells which his father had digged, ver. 15. 
This was /pitefully done: Becaufe they had not flocks of their 
‘own to water at thefe wells, they would not leave them for the 
ufe of others; fo abfurd a thing is malice. And it was perf- 
dioufly done, contrary to the covenant of friendfhip they had 
made with Abraham, chap. xxi. 31, 32. No bonds will hold 
ill-nature. 

2. They expelled him out of their country, ver. 16, 17. 
The king of Gerar began to look upon him with a jealous eye. 
Hfaac’s houfe was like a court, and his riches and retinue eclip- 
fed Abimelech’s ; and therefore he muft go further off. ‘They 

~ were weary of his neighbourhood, becaufe they faw the Lord 
blefled him; whereas for that reafon they fhould the rather 
have courted his ftay, that they alfo might be d/effed for bis 
Jake, Wfaac doth not infift apon the bargain he had made 
-with'them for the lands he held, his occupying and improve- 
ment of them; norydoth he offer to conteit with them by force, 
though he was become very great; but very peaceably departs 
thence, further from the royal city, and perhaps to a part of 
the country lefs fruitful. Note, We fhould deny ourfelves 
both in our rights and in our conveniences, rather than quar- 
rel: A wife and good man will rather retire into obfcurity, 
like Ifaac here into a va//ey, than fit high to be the butt of en- 
yy and ill-will. 
. Thirdly, His conftancy and continuance in his bufinefs ftill. 
-[1.] He kept up his hu/bandry ; and continued induftrious 
to. find wells of water, and fit them for his ufe, ver. 18, Sve. 
Though he was grown very rich, yet he was as /olzeztous as e- 
ver about the fate of bis flocks, and {till /osked well to his 
herds. When men grow great, they mult take heed of think- 
ing themfelves too big and too high for their bufinefs. Though 
he was-driven from the conveniences he had had, and could 
not follow his hufbandry with the fame eafe and advantage as 
. before; yet he fets himfelf to make the belt of the country 
he was come into; which it is every man’s prudence to do. 
-Obferve, © fA 
- x. He opened the wells that Ais father bad digged, ver. 
18.3 and out of refpect to his father, called them by the fame 
names that he had given them. Note, in our fearches after 
truth, that fountain of living water, it is good to make ufe of 


the difcoveries of former ages, which have been clouded by, the” 


corruptions of latter times. Inquire for she old way; the 


/ 
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wells which our fathers digged, which the adverfaries of truth 
have {topped up: A/R thine elders, and they {ball teach thee. 

2. ‘its fervants digged new wells, ver. 19. Note, Though 
we mutt ufe the light of former ages, it.doth not therefore fol- 
low that we mutt reft in it, and make no advances; we mutt 
{till be building upon their foundation, running 1o and fro, that 
knowledge may be increased, Dan. xi. 4. 

In digging his wells, (t.) He met with much oppofition, 
ver. 20, 21.  Thofe that open the fountains of truth, 
muit expeét contradiction. The two firft wells they digged 
were called E/ek and Sitnab, Contention and Hutred. See- 
here, 1//, What is the nature’ of worldly things. They are 
make-bates, and occalions of {trife. 2d/y, What is -often the 
lot even of the moft quiet and. peaceable men in-this world. 
Thofe that avoid ftriving, yet cannot avoid being ftriven with, 
Pfal. cxx. 7. In this fenfe Jeremiah was a man of conten- 
tion, Jer. xv. 10.3 and Chrift himfelf, though he is the Prince 
of peace. 34/y, What a mercy it is to have plenty of water, 
to have it without ftriving for it! The more common this 
mercy is, the more reafon we have to be thankful for it. (2.) 
At length he removed to a quiet fettlement, {ticking to his 
peaceable principles, rather to #y than fgh/, and unwilling to 
dwell with them that bated peace, Pal. cxx. 6. He preter- 
red quietnefs before victory, ver. 22. He digged a well; and 
for that they frrove not. Note, Thofe that follow peace, 
fooner or latter fhall find peace: Thofe that fudy ta be quiet, - 
feldom fail of being fo. How unlike was Ifaac to his brother 
Ifhmael, who, right or wrong, would hold what he had againit 
all the world! chap. xvi. 12. And which of thefe would we 
be found the followers of ? This well they called Rehoboth, 
Enlargements, Room enough, In the two former wells we 
may fee what this earth is, frastnefs and rife; men cannot 
thrive for the throng of their neighbours: This well fhews us 
what heaven is, it Is enlargement and peace ; room enough 
there, for there are many manjfions. 

{2.] He continued ‘firm to his religion, and kept up his 
communion with God. : : 

1. God gracioufly appeared to him, ver..24. When the 
Philiftines expelled him, forced him to remove from place to 
place, and gave him continual moleftation; then God vifited: 
him, and gave him frefh affarances of his favour. Note, 
When men are found falfe and unkind, we may comfort our- 
felves that God is faithful and gracious, and his time to fhew. 
himfelf fo is when we are moft difappointed from our expecta- 
tions from men. When Ifaac was come to Beer-fheba, ver. 
23. it is probable it troubled him to think of his unfettled con- 
dition, and that he could not be fuffered to {tay Jong in a place; 
and in the multitude of thefe thoughts within him, ¢hat fame 
might that he came weary and uneafy to Beer-fheba, God 
brought him his comforts to delight his foul. Probably he 
was apprehenfive that. the Philiflines would not let him reft 
there: Fear 7ot, faith God to himy J am with thee, and will 
blefs thee. Thofe may remove with comfort that are fure of 
God's prefence with them wherever they go. — 

z. Fle was not wanting in his returns of duty to God3. for - 
there be built an altar, and called upon the name of the Lord, 
ver 25. Note, 1. Wherever we 90; we mutt take. our reli- 
gion along with us. Probably Taac’s altars and his. religious 
worfhip gave offence to the Philiftines, and provoked: them to 
be the more troublefome to him; yet he kept up his duty, . 
whatever ill-will he might be expofed to by it. 2. The com- 
forts and encouragements -God gives us by his word fhould 
excite and quicken us to all inftances of devotion, by which 
God may be honoured, and our intercourfe with heaven main- 


26 q ‘Then 
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26 Then Abimelech went to him from 
Gerar, and Ahuzzath one of his friends, and 
Phichol the chief captain of his army. 27 And 
Tfaac faid unto them, Wherefore come ye to me, 
feeing ye hate me, and have fent me away from 
you? 28 And they faid, We faw certainly that 
the Lorp was with thee: and we faid, Let there 
be now an oath betwixt us, even betwixt us 
and thee, and let us make a covenant with 
thee ; 29 That thou wilt do us no hurt, as we 
have not touched thee, and as we have done 
unto thee nothing but good, and have fent thee 
away in peace: thou art now the bleffed of the 
_Lorp. 30 And he made them a feaft, and 
- they did eat and drink. 31 And they rofe 
up betimes in the morning, and fware one to 
another: and Ifaac fent them. away, and they 
departed from him in peace. 32 And it came 
to pafs the fame day, that. Ifaac’s fervants 
came, and told him concerning the well which 
they had digged, and faid unto him, We have 
found water. 33 And he called it Shebah: 
therefore the name of this city zs Beer-fheba 
unto this day. : 


We have here the contefts that had been between Ifaac 
and the Philiftines, iffuing in a happy peace and reconciliation. 

Firft, Abimelech makes a friendly vifit to Ifaac, in token 
ef the refpe@ he had for him, ver. 26. Note, When a man’s 
ways pleafe the Lord, he makes even his enemies ta.be at 
peace with him, Prov. xvi. 4 Kings hearts are in his hands; 
and when he pleafeth, he can turn them to favour his people. 

~ Second/y, Wfaac prudently and cautioufly queftions his fin- 
cerity in this vifit, ver. 27. Note, In fettling friendfhips and 
correfpondencies, there is need of the wifdom of the ferpent 
as wellias the innocency of the dove. Nor is it any tranfgref- 
fion of the law of meeknefs and love, fairly to fignify our re- 
fentments of injuries received, and to ftand upon our guard in 
dealing with thofe that have carried it unfairly. 

Téiurd'y, Abimelech profeffeth his fincerity in this addrefs to 
Tfaac, and earneftly courts his: friendfhip, ver. 28, 29. Some 
fuggeft, that Abimelech preffed for this league with him, be- 
caufe he feared left aac, growing rich, fhould fome time or o- 
ther revenge himfelf upon them for the injuries he had received. 


However, he profeffes to do it from a principle of love rather? 


{1.) He makes the beft of their behaviour towards him: Tfaac 
complained they had Aated him, and fent bin away: No, 
faith Abimelech, we fent thee away in peace. "They turned 
him off from the land he held of them; but they fuffered him 
to take away his ftock, and all his effe&s with him. Nate, 
The leffening of injuries is neceflary to the preferving of friend- 
fhip, for the aggravating of them exafperates and widens breach! 
es. The difkindnefs done to us might have been worfe. (2.) 
He acknowledges the tokens of God’s fayour to him, and 
makes that the ground of their defire to be in Jeacue with 
him: The Lord is with thee, and thou art the blefled of the 
Lord; q. d. * Be perfuaded to overlook and pafs by the inju- 
ries offered thee, for God has abundantly made up to thee the 
eamage thou receivedit.””? Note, Thofe whom God bleffes 
and favours, have reafon enough to forgive thofe that hate 
‘hem, fince the worft enemy they have cannot do them any 
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real hurt. Or, * For this reafon we defire thy friendfhip, be- 
cavfe God is with thee.” Note, It is good to be in covenant. 
and communion with thofe that are in covenant and commu- 


nion with God, 1 John i. 3. Zech. viii. 23. (3-) He affures 4 


him that their prefent addrefs to him was the refult of mature 
deliberation: We faid, Let there be an oath betwixt us: 
Whatever fome of his peevifh, envious fubjects might mean. 0- 
therwife, he, and his prime minifters of ftate, whom he had. 
now brought with him, defigned no other but a cordial friend-. 
fhip. Perhaps Abimelech had received by tradition the warn- 


ing God gave to his predeceffor not to hurt Abraham, chape- 


xx. 7. and that made Kim ftand in fuch awe of Ifaac, who ap= 
peared to be as much the favourite of heaven as. Abraham was. 

Fourthly, Waac entertains him and his company, and enters 
into a league of friendthip with him, ver. 30, 31. Here fee. 
how generous the good man was, (1t.) In giving: He made 
them a feaft, and bid them welcome. 
He did not infift upon the difkindneffes they~had done him 3 
but freely entered into a covenant of friendfhip with them, and 
bound himfelf never to do them any injury. -Note,, Religion 
teaches us to be neighbourly, and, as much as inus lies, to Ave 
peaceably with all men. 

Fifth/y, Providence fmiled upon what Ifaac did; for the 
fame day that he made this covenant with Abimelech, his fer- 
vants brought him the tidings of a well of water they had 
found, ver. 32, 33. He had not infifted upen.the reftitution 


of the wells which the Philiftines had unjuftly taken from him, _ 


eft that fhould have broke off the treaty ; but- fat down filent 
under the injury: And, to recompenfe him for that, immedi- 
ately he is enriched with a new well; which, becanfe it fuited 
fo well to the occurrence of the day, he called by an old name, 
Beer-/beba, The well of the oath. 


34 J And Efau was forty years old when he 
took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the 
Hittite, and Bafhemath the daughter of Elon 
the Hittite: 35 Which were a grief of mind un- 
to Ifaac and to Rebekah. ~ . : 


Here is, Fir/?, Efau’s foolifh marriage. Foolifh, fome think, 
in marrying two wives together ; for which, perhaps, he is call- 
ed a fornieator, Heb. xi. 15.: Or rather in marrying Canaan- 
ites, who were ftrangers to the blefling of Abraham, and fub- 
je@ to the curfe of Noah ; for which he is called profane ; for 


hereby he intimated, that he neither defired the blefling, nor ~ 


dreaded the curfe of God. 

Second/y, The grief and trouble it created to his tender pa- 
rents. (1.) It grieved them that he married without a/kngs 
or at Jeaft without taking their advice and confent. See whofe 
{teps thofe children tread in, who either contemn or contradi& 
their parents in difpofing of themfelves.. (2.) It grieved them 


that he married to thofe who had no religion among them; - 


for Ifaac knew what was his father’s care and mind concern- 
ing him, that he fhould by no means marry a Canaanite. (3. ) 
It fhould feem the wives he married were provoking in their 
carriage towards Maac and Rebekah. Thofe children. have 
little reafon to expeét the blefling of God, who do that which 
is a grief of mind to their good parents. } 
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In this chapter, we-return to the typical flory of the 


Struggle between Efau_and Facob. | Efau bad pro- 
Sanely fold the birth-right to Facob; but Efau hopes 


he foall be never the poorer, nor Facob the richer for 


that bargain, while he preserves his intereft in bis fa- 
: iker’s 


(2.) In forgiving. 


aw 
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“ther’s. affettions, and fo fecures the blefing: Here 
therefore we find how he was juftly punifbed for his 
contempt of the birth-right, which he foolifhly depri- 
ved himfelf of ; with the lofs of the blefing, which 
 Yacob fraudulently deprives him of. Thus this fory 
“23 explained, Heb. xii. 16,17. Becaufe he fold the 
__ birth-right, when he would have inherited the blef- 
- fing he was rejected: For they that make light of 
the name and profeffion of religion, and throw away 
that for a trifle, thereby forfeit the powers and pri- 
uileges of it. We have here, 1. Lfaac’s purpofe to 
entail the bleffing upon Efau, ver. 1,—4. II. Re- 
bekah’s plot to procure it for Facob, ver. 6,—17. HI. 
Yacob’s fuccef/sful management of the plot, and his ob- 
taining of the blefing, ver. 18,--29. 1V. Efau’s 
refentment of this: In which, (1.) Hts great impor- 
tunity with bis father to obtain a bleffing, ver. 30,— 
40.3 (2.) Hts great enmity to his brother for de- 
frauding him of the firft bleffing, ver. 41,—46. 
ND it came to pafs, that when Ifaac was 
f-% old, and his eyes were dim, fo that he could 
not fee, he called Efau his eldeft fon, and faid 
unto him, My fon: And he faid unto him, Be- 
hold,.bere am 1. 2 And he faid, Behold now, 
I am old, I know not the day of my death. 3 
Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, 
thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, 
and take me /fome venifon; 4 And make me 
favoury meat, fuch as I love, and bring it to me, 
that I may eat; that my foul may blefs thee 


before I die. 5 And Rebekah heard when Ifaac 


_ clufive and typical of fpiritual and eternal bleflings. 


dpake to Efau his fon: and Efau went to the 
field to hunt for venifon, and to bring it. 


_ Here is, Fir/?, Uaac’s defign to make his will, and to de- 
clare Efau his heir. The promife of the Meffiah and the land 
of Canaan, was a great truft firft committed to Abraham, in- 

This, by 
divine direétion, he tranfmitted to Ifaac. Ifaac being now old, 
and either not knowing, or not underftanding; or not duly con- 
fidering, the divine oracle concerning his two fons, that she 
elder fhould ferve the younger, refolyes to entail all the ho- 
nour and power that was wrapt up in the promife upon Efau 
his eldeft fon. In this he was governed more by natural af- 
fection, and the common method of fettlements, than he ought 
to have been, if he knew (as it is probable he did) the intima- 
tions God had given of his mind in this matter. Note, We 
are very apt to take our meafures, rather from our own reafon, 


* than from divine revelation ; and thereby often mifs our way. 


We think the wife and learned, the mighty and noble, fhould 
inherit the  promife ; but God fees not as man fees. See 1 
Sam. -xvi 6, 7. 

Secondly, The dire@tions he gave to Efau purfuant to this 
defign. He ca//s him to him, ver. 1.: For Efau, though mar- 
ried, was not yet removed ; and though he had greatly grieved 
his parents by his marriage, yet they had not expelled him, 


~ but it feems were pretty well reconciled to him, and made the 


beft of it. Note, Parents that are juftly offended at their 
-ghildren, yet, muft not be implacable towards them. 

[s.] He tells him upon what confiderations he refolved to 

“do this now, ver. 2. “Zam old, and therefore muft die fhort- 
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ly; yet I know not the day of my death, nor when I mutt die; 
T will therefore do that at this time which muft be done fome 
time.’ Note, (1.) Old people fhould be minded, by the grow- 
ing infirmities of age, to do quickly, and with all the little 
might they have, what their hands findsto do: See Jofh. xiii. 
1. (2.) The confideration of the uncertainty of the time of 
our departure out of the world (which God has wifely kept us - 
in the dark about) fhould quicken us to do the work of the day 
in its day.’ The heart and houfe fhould both be fet and kept 
in order ; becaufe at /uch an hour as we think not, the Son 
of mon comes. Becaufe we know not the day of our death, 
we are concerned to mind. the bufinefs of /ife. 

[2.] He bids him get things ready for the folemnity of ex- 
ecuting his laft will and teftament, by which~he defigned ta 
make him his heir, ver. 3, 4. Efau mutt go a-hunting, and 
bring fome venifon ; which his father will eat of, and then blefs 
him. In this he defigned not fo much the refre/bment of his 
own fpirits, that he might give the blefling in a lively manner, 
as it is commonly taken; but rather the recezving a frefh in- 
{tance of his fon’s jal duty and affection to him, before he 
beftowed this favour upon him. Perhaps Efau, fince he was 
married, had brought his venifon to his wives, and feldom to 
his father, as formerly, chap. xxv. 28.; and therefore Ifaac, 
before he would blefs him, would have him fhew this piece of 
refpec&t to'him. Note, It is fit, if the les be bleffed of the 
greater, that the greater fhould be ferved and honoured by the 
lefr. Obferve, he faith, That my foul may blefs thee before 
I die. .Note, (1.) Prayer is the work of t4e fou/, and not of 
the lips only: As the foul muft be employed in b/efing God, 
(Pfal. ciii. 1.) fo it muft be in bleffing ourfelves and others. 
The bleffing will not come to the heart, if it do nat come from 
the heart. (2.) The work of life muft be done before we die, 
for it cannot be done afer, Eccl. ix. 10.3; and it is very de- 
firable, when we come to dic, to have nothing elfe to do ut to 
die. _ Ifaac lived above forty years after this; let none there-.. 
fore think that they fhall dse the /ooner for making their wills 
and getting ready for death. 


6 § And Rebekah {pake unto Jacob her fon, ° 
faying, Behold, I heard thy father fpeak unto 
Efau thy brother, faying, 7 Bring me venifon, 


' and make me favoury meat, that I may eat, and 


blefs thee before the Lorn before my death. 
8 Now therefore, my fon, obey my voice, ac- 
cording to that which I command thee. 9 Go 
now to the.flock, and fetch me from thence two 
good kids of the goats; and I will make them 
favoury meat for thy father, fuch as he loveth. 
10 And thou fhalt bring i¢ to thy father, that 
he may eat, and that he may blefs thee before 
his death. xr And Jacob faid to Rebekah his 
mother, Behold, Efau my brother isa hairy man, 
and I amafmooth man. 12 My father perad- 
venture will feel me, and J thall feem to him as 


a deceiver; and I fhall bring a curfe upon me, 


and not a bleffing. 13 And his mother faid 
unto him, Upon me be thy curfe, my fon: only 
obey my voice, and go fetch me them. 14 And 
he went, and fetched, and brought tem to his 
mother: and his mother made favoury meat, 
fuch as his father loved. 15 And Rebekah took 
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goodly raiment of her eldeft fon Efau, which 
were with her in the houfe, and put them up- 
on Jacob her younger fon. 16 And the put 
the (kins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, 
and upon the fmooth of his neck. _ 17 And fhe 


gave the favoury meat, and the bread which. 


{he had prepared, into the hand of her fon Jacob. 


Rebekah is here contriving to procure the blefling for Jacob 
which was defigned for Efau. And-here, (1.) The end was 
good ; for fhe was directed in this intention by the oracle of 
‘God, which, in difpenfing her affections, fhe had been govern- 
ed by: God had faid, it /bou/d be fo, that the elder fhould 
ferve the younger ; and therefore Rebekah refolves it /ball be 
“fo, and cannot bear to fee her thufband defigning to thwart the 
oracle of God. - But, (z.) The means were bad, and noway 
_ juttifiable. If it were not a wrong to Efau to deprive hinn of 
the blefling, he himfelf having forfeited it by felling the birth- 
right; yet it was a wrong to [faac, taking advantage of his in- 
firmity, to impofe upon him: It was a wrong to Jacob, whom 
fhe taught to deceive, by putting a /e into his mouth, or at leaft 
by putting oné into his right-hand. It would likewife expofe 
him to éndlefs {eruples about the blefling, if he fhould obtain it 
thus fraudulently, whether it would {tand him or his in any 
ftead, efpecially if his father fhould revoke it upon the difco- 
very of the cheat, and plead, as he might, that it was nulled 
by the error perfone: And (which he himfelf was aware of 
the danger of, ver. 12.) if he fhould mifs of the blefling, as he 
might probably have done, he would bring upon himfelf his 
father’s curfe, which he dreaded above any thing; befides 
that he laid himfelf open to that druime eurfe which is pro- 
nounced upon him that cau/eth the blind to wander out of the 
way, Deut. xxvii. 18. If Rebekah, when fhe heard [aac 
promife the bleffing to Efau at his return from hunting, had 
gone to,him, and with humility and ferioufnefs put him in re- 
membrance of that which God had faid concerning their fons ; 
if fhe had further fhewed him how Efau had forfeited the blef- 
fing, both by felling his birth-right, and by marrying of ftrange 
wives ; it is probable Ifaac would have been prevailed with, 
knowingly and wittingly to have conferred the bleffing upon 
Jacob, and needed not thus to have been cheated into it. This 
had been honourable and jaudable, and would have looked well 
in the hiftory: But God left her to herfelf to take this indire& 
courfe, that he might have the glory of bringing good out of 
evil, and of ferving his own purpofes by the fins and follies of 
men; and that we might have the fatisfaction of God’s go- 
yernment of the world according to his will, to his own praife, 
though there is fo much wickednefs and deceit in it: See Job 
xii. 16. With whom is firengih and wifdom ; the deceived 
and the decewver are bis. aac had loft the fenfe of /eerng, 
which in this cafe could not have been impofed upon ; fo ad- 
mirably well doth Providence order the difference of features, 
that no two faces are exaétly alike: Converfation and com- 
merce could fcarce be maintained, if there were not fuch a va- 
riety. Therefore fhe endeavours to deceive, [1.] His fenfe 
of tafling, by drefling fome choice pieces of kid, feafoning it, 
and ferving it up fo as to make him believe it was veni/on ; 
which was no hard matter to do. See the folly of thofe that 
are nice and curious in their appetites and take a pride in hu- 
mouring it. It is eafy to impofe upon them with that which 
they pretend to defpife and diflike ; fo little; perhaps, is its 
difference from that to which they give a mighty preference. 
Solomon tells us, that dainties are deceitful meat, Prov. xxiii. 
3-3 for more ways than one, it is poffible for us to be deceived 


by them, [2.] His fenfe of feeling and /melling. She put 
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Efau’s clothes upon Jacob, his beft clothes, which it might be 
fuppofed Efau would put on in token of joy and of refpedt to 
his father, when he was to receive the blefling: Thofe Haac — 
knew, by the ftuff, fhape, and {mell of them, to be Efau’s.. If 
we would obtain a blefling from our heavenly Father, we muft 
come for it in the garments of our Elder Brother, clothed 
with 4zs righteoufnefs, who is the fir/#-born among many bre- 
thren... Left the fmoothnefs and foftnefs of Jacob’s hands and 
neck fhould betray him, fhe covered them, and probably part 
of his face, with the /kéas of the kids that were newly killed, 
ver. 16, Efau was rough indeed, when nothing lefs than thefe 
would ferve to make Jacob like him. Thofe that affeét to | 
feem rough and rugged in their carriage, put the beaft upon the 
man, and really fhame themfelves by thus difguifing themfelves. 
And, Laftly, {t was a very rah word which Rebekah fpake, 
when Jacob. objected the danger of a curfe ; Upon me be thy 
curfe, my. fa, ver. 13. Chrilt, indeed, who is mighty to fave 
becaufe,mighty to bear, hath faid, Upon me be the curfe, only 
obey. my voice: He has born the burden of the curfe, the curfe 
of the law, for all thofe that will take upon them the yoke of 
the command,.the command of the gofpel. But it is too da- 
ring for any creature to fay, Upon me be the curfe; unlefs it- 
be that curje caufele/s, which, we are fure fhall not come, 


Prov. XXvi. 2. 

18 @ And he came unto his father, and faid, 
My father: and he faid, Here am 1; who art 
thou, my fon? 1g And Jacob faid unto his fa- 
ther, I am Efau thy firft-born; I have done ac-. 
cording as thou badeft me: arife, I pray thee, 
fit and eat of my venifon, that thy foul may 
blefs me. 20 And Ifaac faid unto his fon, How 
is it that thou haft found it fo quickly, my fon? 
And he faid, Becaufe the Lorp thy God brought 
it tome. 21 And Iaac faid unto Jacob, Come 
near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my fon, 
whether thou 6¢ my very fon Efau, or not. 22 
And Jacob went near unto Lfaac his father, and 
he felt him; and faid, The voice zs Jacob’s voice, 
but the hands are the hands of Efau. 23 And 
he difcerned him not,’ becaufe his hands were. 
hairy, as his brother Efau’s hands: fo he blef- 
fed him. 24 And he faid, rz thou my very’ 
fon Efau? And he faid, I] am. 25 And he faid, 
Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my fon’s 
venifon, that my foul may blefs thee. And he ~ 
brought it near to him, and he did eat: and he. 
brought him wine, and he drank. 26 And his 
father Ifaac faid unto him, Come near now, and- 
kifs me, my fon. 27 And he came near, and 
kiffed him: and he fmelled the fmell of his rai- 
ment, and blefled him, and faid, See, the fmell: 
of my fon zs as the fmell of a field, which the 
Lorp hath blefled. 28 Theretore God. give. 
thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatnefs of 


| the earth, and plenty of corn and wine. 29 Let 


people ferve thee, and nations bow down to thee;, 


_ be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother’s 
! fons bow down to thee: curfed be every one 


that. 
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that curfeth thee, and bleffed de he that blef- 
feth thee. : | 


~ Obferve here, Fir/?, The art and affurancé with which ‘Ja- 
cob managed this intrigue. Who would have thought that this 
platn man could have played his part fo well ina defign of this 
nature ? His mother having put him inthe way of it, and en- 
couraged him in it, he dexterovufly applies himfelf to thofe me- 
_ thods which he had never accultomed himfelf to, but had al- 
ways conceived an abhorrence of. Note, Lying is foon learn- 
ed. The Pfalmift {peaks of thofe, who, as-foow as they be 
born, [peak tes, Pfal. viii. 3. Jer. ix. 5. I wonder how ho- 
neft Jacob could fo readily turn his tongue, to fay, (ver. iQ.) 
Lam Efau thy frfl-born: Nor do Vfee how the endeavour of 
fome to bring him off with that equivocation, J am made thy 
JStfi-born, viz. by purchafe, will do him any fervice ; for when 


his father afked him, ver. 24. Art thou my very fon Efau? 


he faid, J am. How could he fay, I have done as thou badeft 
me, when he had received no command from ‘his father, but 
was doing as his mother bid him? How could he fay, Har of 
my venifon, when he knew it came not from the field, but from 
the fold? But efpecially { wonder how he could have the fore- 

_ head to father it upon God, and to ufe his name in the cheat, 
ver. 20. The Lord thy God brought tt to me. Is this Jacob? 
Is this Ifrael indeed. without guile ? It is certainly written not 
for our imitation, but our admonition: Let him shat thinks he 

Jjtands, take heed lef he fall. Good men have fometimes fail- 

ed in the exercife of thofe graces which they have been moft 
eminent for. : 

Seconcly, The fuccefs of this management: Jacob, with 
fome difficulty, gained his point, and got the blefling, 

[1.] Ifaac was at firft diffatisfied, and had difcovered the 
fraud if he could have trufted his own ears ; for the vorce was 
Jacob’s voice, ver. 22. Providence has ordered a ftrange va- 
riety of voices as well as faces, which is alfo of ufe to prevent 
our being impofed upon; and the voice is a thing not eafily 
difguifed or counterfeited. This may be alluded to, to illuf 
trate the character of an hypocrite : His vazce is Jacob’s voice, 
but his bands are Efau’s ; he {peaks the language of a faint, 
but doeth the works of a finner: But the judgment will be (as 
here) by the hands. 

[2.] At length he yielded to the power of the cheat, be- 
caufe his hands were hairy, ver. 23. not confidering how eafy 

_ it was to counterfeit that. And now Jacob carries it on cle- 
verly enough; fets his venifon before his father, and waits at 
table very officioufly till dinner is done, and the blefling comes 
to be pronounced in the clofe of this folemn feaft. That which 
excufeth both Rebekah and Jacob in this fraud, is, that it was 

- not fo much to haften the fulfilling, as to prevent the thwarting 


of the oracle of God: The blefling was jult going to be put 


upon the wrong head, and it was time to beftir themfelves. 

Now let us fee how Ifaac gave Jacob his blefling. 

1. He éiffed him, ver. 26. in token of a particular affection 
tohim, Thofe that are bleffed of God, are kiffed with the 
kiffes of his mouth, and they do by love and loyalty s/s the 
Son, Pfal. ii. 12. 

2. He praifed him, ver. 27. Upon occafion of the fweet 
fmell of his garments, he faid, See, the /mell of my fon is as 
the jmell of a field which the Lord hath bleffed, i. e. like 
that of the moft fragrant flowers and fpiees. It appeared that 
God had bleffed him, and therefore Ifaac will blefs him. Com- 
pare ver. 28. 

3. He prayed for him, and therein prophefed concerning 
him. It is parents duty to pray for-their children, and to blefs 
them-in the name of the Lord, and thus, 2s well as by their 
baptifm, to do what they can to preferve and perpetuate the 
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entail of the covenant in their families. But this was an ex- 
traordinary blefling; ‘and providence fo ordered it, that Ifaac 
fhould beftow it upon Jacob ignorantly and by miftake, that it 
might appear he was beholden to God for it, and not to Laac. 
Three things Jacob is here blefled with. (1.) Péenty, ver. 
28.3 heaven and earth concurring to make him rich. (2.) 
Power, ver. 29.3 particularly dominion over his brethren, wz. 
Efau and his pofterity. (3.) Prevalency with God, anda _ 
great intercft in heaven: Curfed be every one that curfeth 
thee. * Let God be a friend to all thy friends, and an ene- 
my to all thine enemies.”? Now, certainly more is comprifed 
in this blefling than appears prima facie: it muft amount to 
an entail of the promife of the Mefliah and the-church; that 


was, in the patriarchal diale&t, the b/efing. Something fpiri- _ iy 


tual doubtlefs is included in it: =~ 

1f, That from him thould come the Mefliah, that fhould 
have a fovereign domznion on earth. It was that. Top Branch 
of his family whom people /hould /erve, and nations bow down 
to fee: See Numb. xxiv. 19. Out of Jacob /hall come he that 
Joall bave dominion ; the Star and Sceptre, ver. 17. Jacob’s 
dominion over Efau was to be only typical of this, Gen. xlix. 16. 

2d/y, That from him fhould come the church, that fhould 
be particularly owned and favoured by heaven. It was part 
of the blefling of Abraham, when he was firft called to be the 
father of the faithful, Gen. xii. 3. J wall ble/s them that blefs 
thee ; therefore when Ifaac afterwards confirmed the blefling 
to Jacob, he called it che bleffing of Abraham, Gen. xxviii. 4. 
Balaam explains. this too, Numb. xxiv. 9. Note, It is the 
-beft and moft defirable bleffing, to ftand in relation to Chrift 
and his church, and to be interefted in Chrill’s power and the 
church’s favours. 


30 FY And it came to pafs, as foon as Ifaac 
had made an end of blefling Jacob, and Jacob 
"was yet f{carce gone out from the prefence of 
Ifaac his father, that Efau his brother came in 
from his hunting. 31 And he alfo had made 
favoury meat, and brought it unto his’ father ; 
and faid unto his father, Let my father arife, and 
eat of his fon’s venifon, that thy foul may blefs 
me. 32 And Ifaac his father faid unto him, 
Who art thou? And he faid, I am thy fon, thy 
firft-born, Efau. 33 And Lfaac trembled very 
exceedingly, and faid, Who, where zs he that 
hath taken venifon, and brought zt me, and I 
have eaten of all before thou cameft, and have 
blefied him? yea, amd he fhall be bleffed. 34 
And when Efau heard the words of his father, 


| he cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, 


and faid unto his father, Blefs me, even me alfo, 
O my father. 35 And he faid, Thy brother 
came with fubtilty, and he hath taken away thy 
bleffing. 36 And he faid, Is not he rightly na- 
med Jacob? for he hath fupplanted. me thefe 
two times: he took away my birth-right; and 
behold, now he hath taken away my bleffing. 
And he faid, Haft thou not referved a blefling 
forme? 37 And Haac anfwered and faid unto 
Efau, Behold, I have made him thy lord, and 
all his brethren have I given to him for fer- 

52 vants ; 
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vants ; and with corn and wine have I fuftain- 
ed him:’and what fhall I do now unto thee, 
my, fon? 38 And Efau faid unto his father, 
Haft thou but one bleffing, my father? blefs 
me, even me alfo,O my father. And Efau lift 
up his voice, and wept. 39 And LIfaac his fa- 
ther anfwered, and faid unto him, Behold, thy 
dwelling fhall be the fatnefs of the earth, and 
of the dew of heaven from above. 40 And by 
thy fword fhalt thou live, and fhalt ferve thy 
brother: and it fhall come to pafs when thou 
fhalt have the dominion, that thou fhalt break 
his yoke from off thy neck. 


Here is, Fir/?, The covenant-bleffing denied to Efau. Now 
he that had made fo light of the birth-right, would have in- 
herited the blefing ; but be was rejected, and found no place 
of repentance, in his father, though he fought it carefully 
with tears, Heb. xii. 17. Obferve, (1.) How carefully he 
fought it. He prepared the favoury meat, as his father had 
dire&ted him; and then begged the blefling which his father 
had encouraged him to expect, ver. 31. When he underiftood 
that Jacob had got it furreptitioufly, be cried with a great and 
exceeding bitter cry, ver. 34. No man could have laid the 
difappointment more to heart than he did; he made his fa- 
ther’s tent to ring of his grief; and again, ver. 38.. Afted up 
his voice and wept. Note, The day is coming, when thofe 
that now make light of the bleffings of the covefant, and fell 
their title to them for a thing of nought, will, in vain, be im- 
portunate for them. Thofe that will not fo much as a/k and 

JSeck now, will knock fhortly, and cry, Lord, Lord. Shighters 
of Chrift will then be humble fuitors to him. (2.) How he 
was rejected. Haac, when firft he. was aware how he: had 
been impofed upon, trembled exceedingly, ver. 33. ‘Thofe 
that follow the choice of their own affeCtions, rather than the 
dictates of the divine will, involve themfelves in fuch perplexi- 
ties as thefe. But he foon recovers himfelf, and ratifies the 
blefling he had given to Jacob: J have bleffed him, and he 
Joall be blefed. He might, upon very good grounds, have 
recalled it; but now at laft he is fenfible he was in an error 
when he defigned it for Efau. Either himfelf recolleGing 
the divine oracle, or rather having found -himfelf more than 
ordinarily filled with the Holy Ghofi when he gave the blef- 
fing to Jacob, he perceived that God did as it were fay Amen 
to it. ( 

Now, [1.] Jacob was hereby confirmed in his. poffeffion 
of the blefling, and abundantly fatisfied in the validity of it, 
though he obtained it fraudulently; and had reafon to hope 
that God gracioufly over-looked and pardoned his mifmanage- 
ment. ’ 

[2.] lfaac hereby acquiefced in the will of God, though 
it contradiéted his own apprehenfion and affe@tion. He hada 
mind to give Efau the blefling; but when he perceived the 
will of God was otherwife, he fubmitted: And this he did 
by faith, Heb. xi. 20.; as’ Abraham before him, when he had 
folicited for Ifhmael. May not God do what he will with 
his own? 

[3-] Efau hereby was cut off from the expeétation of that 

ec blefing which he thought to have preferved to himfelf 
when he fold his birth-right: and we by this inftance are 


taught, (1.) That itis not of bim that willeth, nor of him 


that runneth, but of God that /heweth mercy, Rom. ix. 16. 


The apoftle feems to allude to this ftory., Efau bad a good © 


will to the blefling, and run for it; but God that Soewed mers 
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cy defigned it for Jacob, that rhe purpofe of God according to- 
The Jews, like Efau, hunted. 


eledlion might fiand, ver. 11. 
afier the law of righteoufne/s, ver. 31.3 yet miffed of the blef- 


fing of righteoufnefs, Lecan/e they fought it by the works of — 


the law, ver. 32.3 while the Gentiles, who, like Jacob, fought 
it by faith in the oracle of God, obtained it by force, with 
that violence which the kingdom of heaven fuffers: See Mat. 
xi. 12. (2.) That thofe who undervalue their fpiritual birth- 
right, and can afford to fell it for a morfel uf meat, forfert fpi- 
ritual bleffings, and it is juft with God to deny them thofe fa- 
vours they were carelefs of. Thofe that will part with their 
wifdom and grace, with their faith and a good confcience, for 


the honours, wealth, or pleafures of this world, however they. 
pretend a zeal for the blefling, have already judged themfelves - 


unworthy of it, and fo fhall their doom be. (3.) Thofe who 
lift up hands zm wrath, lift them up 7m vain. Efau, inftead 
of repenting of his own folly, reproached his brother ; unjuftly 
charged him with taking away the birth-right, which he had 
fairly fold to him, ver. 36.3 and conceived malice againft him 
for what he had now done, ver. 41. 
fpeed in prayer, who turn thofe refentments -upon their brethren 
which they fhould turn upon themfelves; and lay the blame 
of their mifcarriages upon others, when they fhould take fhame 
to themfelves. (4.) Thofe who feek not till it is soo sate, 
will be rejected. This was the ruin of Efau;- he did not: 


. come im time. - As there is an accepted time, a time when 


God will be found; fo there is a time when he will aot an- 
JSwer thole that call upon him, becaufe they flipped their fea- 
fon: See Prov. i. 28. The time of God’s patience and our 


probation will not laft always; the day of grace will come to . 


an end, and the door be fhut: Then many that now defpife 
the blefling will feek it carefully; for then they will know how 
to value it, and will fee themfelves undone, for ever undore 
without it; but to no purpofe, Luke xiii. 25,.26, 27. O 
that we would therefore in this our day know the things that 


- belong to our peace! 


Secondly, Here is a common blefing beftowed- upon Efau. 
[1.] This he defired: Blefs me alfo, ver. 34. Haft thou 


not referved a bleffing for me? ver. 36. Note, (1.) The. 


worft of men know how to wi/h well to themfelves; and 
even thofe who profanely fell their birth-right, feem pioufly to 
defire the bleffing. Faint defires of happinefs, without a right 
choice of the end, and a right ufe of the means, deceive many 
into their own ruin: Multitudes go to hell with their mouths 
full of good wifhes. The defire of the flothful and unbelie- 
ving kills them. Many will {eek to enter in as Efau, who 
Shall not be able becanfe they donot frive, Luke xii. 24. 
(2.) It is the folly of the moft of men, that they are willing 
to take up with any good, Pfal. iv. 6. as Efau here, who de- 
fired but a fecond-rate blefling, a blefling feparated from the 
birth-right. Profane hearts think any blefling as good as that 
from God’s oracle: Haff thou but one? g. d. “I will take 
up with any: Though I have not the blefling of the church, 
yet let me have fome blefling.” 
[2.] This he bad, and let him make his beft of it, ver. 


| 395 40. 


1. It was a good thing, and better than he deferyed. It 
was promifed him, (1.) That he fhould have a competent 
hivelibood ; the fatne/s of ihe earth, and the dew of heaven. 
Note, Thofe that come fhort of the bleflings of the covenant, 
may yet have a very good fhare of outward bleflings. God 
gives good ground and good weather to many that rejeét his, 
covenant and have no part or lot in it, (2..) That by degrees 
he fhould recover his Aéerty. 
Efau muft ferve; But he has this to comfort him, he thall 
hve by bis fword; he thall ferve, but ‘he thall not farve; 

and 


aoa 


Thofe are not likely: to ., 


If Jacob muft rule, (ver. 29.) ‘ 
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- opprefjed them. 


and at length, after much’ picquering, he. fhall break the yoke 
of bondage, and wear the marks of freedom. ‘This was ful- 


filled, 2 Kings viii. 20, 22. when the Evomites revolted. 


2. Yet it was far fhort of Jacob’s blefling; for him God 
had referved fome better thing. (1.) In Jacob’s blefling, the 
dew of heaven is put firft, as that which he moft valued and 
defired, and depended upon: In Efau’s, the fatne/s, of the 
earth is pat firft; for that was it which he had the firlt and 
principal regard to. (2.) Efau, hath thefe, but Jacob hath 
them from God’s hand. God give thee the dew of heaven, 
ver. 28: It was enough to Efau, to have the poffeflion ; but 
Jacob-defired it by promife, and to have it from covenant-love. 
-(3.) Jacob fhall have dominion over bis brethren; for the 
Tfraelites often ruled oyer-the Edomites. Efau fhall have do- 
minion, 2. e. he fhall gain fome power and intereft, but fhall 
never have dominion over his brother :: We never find that the 
Jews were fold into the hands of the Edomites, or that they 
But the great difference is, that there is no- 
thing in Efau’s blefling that points at Chrift, nothing that 
brings him or his into the church and covenant of God; and 
without that, the fatne/s of the earth, and the plunder of the 
field, will ftand him:in ‘little ftead. Thus Ifaac by faith blef- 
fed them: both according as their lot fhould be. Some .ob- 
ferve that Jacob was bleffed with a kifs, ver. 27.3 fo.was not 
-Efau. } 


41 4 And Efau:hated Jacob, becatife of the 
bleffing wherewith his father blefled him: and 
Efau faid in his heart, The days of mourning 
for my father are at hand, then will I, flay my 


- brother Jacob. 42 And thefe words of Efau 


her elder fon were told to Rebekah: and fhe 
fent and called Jacob her younger fon, and 
faid unto: him, Behold, thy brother Efau, as 
touching thee, doth comfort himfelf, purpofing 
to kill'thee.. 43 Now: therefore, my fon, obey, 
my voice: and arife, flee thou to Laban my 
‘brother, to Haran, 44 And tarry with him.a 
few days, until thy brother’s fury turn away ; 


_ 45 Until thy brother’s anger turn away from 


thee, and he forget that which thow hatt. done 


to him: then I will fend, and fetch thee from . 


thence. Why fhould I be deprived alfo of you 
both inone day? 46 And Rebekah faid to -I- 


-faac, lam weary. of. my life, becaufe of the 


daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a wife of the 
daughters of Heth, fuch as thefe which are of 
the daughters of the land, what good fhall my 
iiedamett i )-> = oenhe 

Here is, Fir/?, The malice Efau bore to Jacob upon the 
account’ of the blefling which he had obtained, ver. 41. Thus 
he went in the way of Cain; who therefore flew his brother, 


becaufe he had gained:that acceptance with.God which he | 


had rendered himfelf unworthy of. Efau’s ‘hatred of Jacob 
was, (t.) A caufelefs atred:..He hated him fer ‘no other 


« reafon, but becaufe his father b/e/ed him, and God /oved him. .. 


Note, the happinefs of faints is the envy of finners.- Whom 


heaven bleffeth, hell curfeth. (2.) It was a eruef hatred: . 


Nothing lefs: would fatisfy him than to /lay his brother. It is 
the blood of the faints that perfecutors thirft after. I wll 
flay my-brother ; How could he fay that word without hors. 


) 


Ceo Mek. Ss. Eos. 


ror? Call him brother, and yet vow his death! Note, Thé 
rage of perfecutors will not be tied up by any bonds, no, not 
the ftrongelt and moft facred. (4.) It was a politic hatred: 
He expetted his father would be dead quickly; and then titles 


muft be tried, and intere{t contefted between the brothers, , 


which would give him a fair opportunity for revenge. He 


. thiaks it not enough to Ave by hie fword himfelf, ver. 40. 


unlefs his brother die by it. He is loth to grieve his father 
while he lives; and therefore puts off the intended murder till 
his death, not caring how much he then grieved his* furviving 
mother. . Note, r. Thofe are ill children to whom their good 
parents are a burden, and who upon any account long for the 
days of mourning for them. 2. Bad men are long held in by 
external reftraints from doing the mifchief they would do, and 
fo, their wicked purpofes come to nought. 3. Thofe who 
think to defeat God’s purpofes, will undoubtedly be difap- 
pointed themfelves. Efau aimed to prevent Jacob or his 
feed! from having the dominion, by taking away his life before 
he was married; but who can di/annul what’ God has fpo- 
ken? Men may fret at God’s counfels, but cannot change 
them.- ‘ 

Secondly, The method Rebekah took to prevent the mif- 
chief. 

[1.] She gave Jacob warning of .his danger, and advifed 
him to withdraw for a while, and fhift for his own fafety. 
She tells him what fhe heard of Efau’s defign, that he com- 
Sorted Limfelf with the hopes of an opportunity. to kill his bro- 


ther, ver. 42. Would one think that fuch a bloody barbarous ~ 


thought as this could be a comfort toa man? If Efau could 


it: But mens impudence in fin is often their infatuation ; and 


they cannot accomplifh their wickednefs, becaufe their rage is © 


too violent to be concealed, and a bird of the air carries the 
voice. Obferve here, (1.) What’ Rebekah feared; left’ thé 
Jovuld be deprived of them both in one day, ver..45 3 not on- 
ly of the murdered, but.of the murderer, who, either by the 
magiftrate or by the immediate hand of God, would be facfi- 
ficed to juftice ; which fhe herfelf mult ‘acquiefce'in, and not 
obftru& ; Or, if not fo, yet from thence-forward fhe would be 
deprived of all joy and comfort in him. Thofe that are /of 
to virtue, are in a manner fof to all their friends. With 
what pleafure can a child be looked upon, that.can be looked 
upon as no other.but a child of the devil’? (2.) What Re- 
Bekah hoped; that if Jacob for-a while kept.out of fight, the 
affront which his brother refented fo heinoufly would by de- 
grees g0 out of mind. 
and taken off by the diftances both of time. and place. 


with other prudent expedients for their own prefervation. 


[2.] She poffefled Ifaac with an apprehenfion of the necef- - 


fity of Jacob’s going among her relations upon. another. ac- 


14t 


| have kept his defign to. himfelf}his mother had not fufpected 


. 


The ftrength of pafhon is weakened » 
She | 
promifed herfelf that his brother’s anger would turn aways, 
Note, Yielding pacifies great offences; and even thofe that - 
have a good caufe, and'God on their fide, yet muft ufe that - 


count, which was to get hun a wife, ver. 46. She would not ° 


tell him @f Efau’s. wicked defign againft the life of Jacob, left 
it fhould trouble him ; but prudently took another way to gain 
her point.» Haac was as uneafy as fhe was at Efau’s being 
unequally yoked with: Hittites; and therefore, with a very 
good colour of reafon, fhe moves to have Jacob married to one 


that was better principled. Note, One mifcarriage fhould « 


ferve as a warning to prevent.another: Thofe:are carelefs in- 
‘deed that ftumble twice at the fame ftone. Yet Rebekah 
feems to have exprefled herfelf fomewhat too~ warmly insthe 


_ matter when fhe faid, What good fhall my life do.me, if Jacob 


marry a Canaanite? For thanks be to God, all our comfort is 
not lodged in one -hand ; we may do the work of life, and ens 


joy. 


"E44 


joy the comforts of life, though every thing do not fall out to 
our mind, and though our relations be not in all refpects agree- 
able to us. - Perhaps Rebekah fpoke with this _concern, be- 
caufe fhe faw it neceflary for the quickening of Ifaac to give 
fpeedy orders in this matter. Obferve, though Jacob was 
himfelf very towardly, and well fixed in his religion; yet he 
has need to be put out of the way of temptation. Even he 
was in danger both of following the ill example of his brother, 
and of being drawn into a fare by it. We mutt not prefume 
too far upon the wifdom and refolution, no, not of thofe chil- 
dren that are moft hopeful and promifing; but care mult be 
taken to keep them out of harm’s way. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 

We have here, \. Facob’s parting with his parents to go 
to Padan-aram: The charge his father gave him, 
ver. I, 2.3, the dleffing be Jent him away with, ver. 
3, 4.3 his obedience to the orders given him, ver. 5, 

_—t0.; and the influence this had upon E/au, ver. 6. 
Il. Facob’s meeting with God, and his communion 
with him by the way: And there, (1.) His vifon of 
the ladder, ver. 11, 12.; (2.) The gracious promifes 
God made him, ver. 13, 14, 15.; (3.) The ‘impref- 
fron this made upon him, ver. 16,—19.; (4.) The 
vow he made to God upon this occafion, ver. 20, 
Qi, 22. 
ND Ifaac called Jacob, and bleffed him, 
(-% and charged him, and faid unto him, Thou 
fhalt not take a wife of the daughters of Ca- 
naan. 2 Arife, go to Padan-aram, to the houfe 
of Bethuel thy mother’s father; and take thee 
a wife from thence of the daughters of Laban 
thy mother’s brother. 3. And God Almighty 
blefs thee, and make thee fruitful, and multi- 
ply thee, that thou mayeft be a multitude of 
people: 4 And give thee the bleffing of Abra- 
ham, to thee, and to thy feed with thee; that 
thou mayett inherit the land wherein thou art 

a ftranger, which God gave unto Abraham. 5 

And Haac fent away Jacob, and he went to 

Padan-aram, unto Laban, fon of Bethuel the 

Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and 

Efau’s mother. 


Jacob had no fooner obtained the bleffing, but immediately 
he was forced to run his country; and as if it were not e- 
nough that he was a ftranger and a fojourner shere, he muft 
go to be more fo, and no better than an exile in another coun 
iry. Now Jacob fled into. Syria, Hof. xii. 12. He was 
bleffed with plenty of corn and wine, and yet he goes away 
poor; was bleffed with government, and yet goes gut to fer- 
vice, a hard fervice. This was, (1.) Perhaps to correé&t him 
for his dealing fraudulently with his father. The blefling thal 
be confirmed to him, and yet he fhall {mart for the indireé&t 
courfe he takes to obtain it. While there is fach an allay as 
there is of fin in our duties, we muft expeét an allay of trouble 
in our comforts. However, (2.) It was to teach us, that they 
who inherit the blefling muft expeét perfecution. Thofe that 
have peace in Chrift, i the world /hall have tribulation, 
John xvi. 33. We muft neither think it /range, being told 
of it before ; nor think it bard, being affured of a recompenfe 
for it hereafter. We may obferve likewife, that God’s provi- 
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- the gathering of the people fhould be. 
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dences often feem to contradict his promifes, and to go crofs 

to them: And yet, when the myftery of God {hall be finithed, 

we fhall fee that a// was for the bef, and that crofs providen- 
ces did but render the promifes and the accomplifhment of 

them the more illuftrious. 

Now Jacob is here difmifled by his father, 

[1.] With a folemn charge, ver. 1, 2. He b/effed him, 
and charged him. Note, Thofe that have the blefling muft 
keep the charge annexed to it, and not think to feparate what 
God has joined. The charge is like that, 2 Cor. vi. 14. Be 
not unequally yoked with unbelievers. And all that inherit 
the promifes of the remiflion of fins, and the gift of the Holy 
Ghoft, muft keep this charge which follows thofe promifes : 

‘Save ysurfelves from the untoward generation, AGS ii. 38,— 
qo. Thofe that are entitled to peculiar favours, mult be a 
peculiar people. If Jacob be an heir of promife, he muft not 
toke a wife of the daughters of Canaan. ‘Thole that profefs 
religion, fhould not marry with thofe that are irreligious. 

[2.] With a folemn .blefling, ver. 3,4. He had before 
bleffed him unwittingly ; now he doth it defignedly, for the 
greater encouragement of Jacob in that melancholy condition 
to which he was now removing. This blefling is more exprefs 
and full than the former: It is an entail of the bleffing of A= 
braham; that bleffing which was poured on the head of A- 
braham like the anointing oil, thence to run down to his cho- 
fen feed as the fkirts of his garments. It is a gofpel-blefling, 
the blefling of church-privleges ; that is the dle/fing of Abra- 
ham which comes upon the Geniiles through faith, Gal. iii. 
14. It is a blefling from God Almghty, by which name God 
appeared to the patriarchs, Exod. vi. 3. Thofe are bleffed 
indeed whom God Almighty bleffeth; for he commands and 
effects the blefling. Two great promifes Abraham was blefled 
with, and Ifaac here entails them both upon Jacob. = 

1. The promife of bers, ver. 3. God make thee fruitful, 
and muluply thee. (1.) Through his loins that people fhould 
defcend from Abraham, which fhould be numerous as the ftars 
of heaven and the fand of the fea, and which fhould increafe 

emore than the reft of the nations, fo as to be an affembly of 
people, as the margin reads it. And never was fuch a mu/ti- 
tude of people, fo often gathered into one affembly, as the tribes. 
of Ifrae] were in the wildernefs, and afterwards. (2.) Through 
his loins fhould defcend from Abraham that Perfon in whom 
all the families of the earth fhould be bleffed, and to whom 

Jacob was in him a 
multitude of people indeed ; for all things in heaven‘and earth 
are united in Chrifl, Eph. i. 10. all centre in him, that corn, 
of wheat which falling to the ground produced much fruit, 
John xii. 24. vai 

2. The promife of an inheritance for thofe heirs, ver. 4. 

That thou mayeft inherit the land of thy fojournings. Canaan 
was hereby entailed upon the feed of Jacob, exclufive of the 
feed of Efau. Tfaac was now fending Jacob away into a dif= 
tant country, to fettle there for fome time ; and, left this fhould 
look like difinheriting him, he here confirms the fettlement of 
it upon him, that he might be affured that the difcontinuance 
of his poffeflion fhould be no defeafance of his right. .Obferve, 
He is here told, that he fhould inherit the land wherein he 

JSojourned. Thofe that are /zourners now, fhall be heirs for 
ever: And even now thofe do molt iherit the earth (though 
they do not inherit moft of it) that are moft as ftrangers in it: 
Thofe have the beft enjoyment of prefent things, that fit moft 
loofe to them. This promife looks as high as heaven, of which 
Canaan was atype. That was the detter country which Ja- 
cob, with the other patriarchs, had in his eye, when he con- 

Siffed rimfelf a franger and pilgrim on the earth, Heb. xi. 16, 

Jacob haying taken leave of his father, was haftened away 
nee ee with 
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him a mifchief; and away he went to Padan-aram, ver. 5. 
How unlike was his taking a wife from thence to his father’s? 
Vaac had fervants and camels fent to fetch his: Jacob muft 
go himfelf, go alone, and go a-foot to fetch his; and go away 
- in a fright from his father’s houfe, not knowing when he 
might return, Note, If God in his providence difable us, we 
muft be content, though we cannot keep up the ftate and gran- 
deur of our anceftors. We fhould be more in care to maintain 
their prety, than to maintain their port; and to be as good as 
they, than to be as great. 
end. Efau’s mother: Jacob is named firft, not only becaufe he 


had always been his mother’s darling, but becaufe he was now .. 


made his father’s heir, and Efau was poftponed. Note, The 
time will come, when piety will have precedency, whatever it 
has now. 


6 | When Efau faw that Haac had _ bleffed 


Jacob, and fent him away to Padan-aram, to |- 


take him a wife from thence; and that as he 
bleffed him, he gave him a charge, faying, Thou 
fhalt not take a wife of the daughters of Ca- 
naan; 7 And that Jacob obeyed his father and 
his mother, and was gone to Padan-aram, 
8 And Efau feeing that the daughters of Ca- 
naan pleafed not Ifaac his father: g Then 
went Efau unto Ifhmael, and took unto the 
wives which he had, Mahalath, the daughter of 
Ifhmael, Abraham’s fon, the fifter of Nebajoth, 
to be his wife. : 


This paffage concerning Efau comes in the mid{t of Jacob’s 
ftory ; either, [1.] To thew the influence of a good example. 
Efau, though the 4zeger man, now begins to think Jacob the 
etter man, and difdains not to take him for his pattern in this 
particular inftance of marrying with a daughter of Abraham. 
‘The elder children fhould give to the younger an example of 
tractablenefs and obedience ; it is bad if they do not; but it 
mends the matter pretty well, if they take the example of it 
from them, as Efau here did from Jacob. Or, [2.] To fhew 
the folly of an after-wit: Efau did well; but he did it when 
it was too late. He /aw that the daughters of Canaan plea- 
Sed not his farher; and might he not have feen that long ago, 
if he had confulted his father’s judgment as much as he did 
his palate? And how did he now mend the matter? Why tru- 
ly, fo as to make ill worfe. 1/7, He married a daughter of 
Ifhmael, the fon of the bond-woman, who was ca/? out, and 
was not to inherit, with Ifaac and his feed; thus joining with 
a family whom God had rejeéted, and feeking to ftrengthen 
his own pretenfions by the aids of another pretender. 2d/y, 
He took a third wife, while, for ought appears, -his other two 
were neither dead nor divorced. 3d/y, He did it only to 
please his father, not to pleafe God: Now Jacob was fent in- 
“to a far country, Efau would be all in all’at home ; and he ho- 
ped fo to humour his father, as to prevail with him to make a 
new will, and entail the promife upon him, revoking the fettle- 
ment lately made upon Jacob. And thus, (1.) He was wife 
when it was ‘00 /afe; like Ifrael, that would venture when the 
decree was gone forth again{ft them, Numb. xiv. 40.; and the 
foolifh virgins, Mat. xxv. 109. (2.) He refted in a partial re- 
formation; and thought, by pleafing his parents in one thing, 
to atone for all his other mifcarriages. It is not faid, that 
when he faw how obedient Jacob was, and how willing to 
pleafe his parents, he repented of his malicious defign againft 
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him: No, it appeared afterwards, that he~perfifled in that, 
and retained his malice. Note, Carnal hearts are apt to think 
themfelves as good as they fhould be, becaufe perhaps in fome 
one particular inftance they are not fo bad as they might have 
been. Thus Micah retains his idols, but thinks himfelf happy 
in having a Levite to be his prieft, Judg. xvii. 13. 

10 | And Jacob went out from Beer-fheba, 
and went toward Haran. 11 And he lighted 
upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, | 
becaufe the fun was fet: and he took of the 
ftones of that place, and put them for his pil- 
lows, and lay down in that place to {fleep.. 
12 J And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder 
fet upon the earth, and the top of it reached 
to heaven: and behold, the angels of God a- 
fcending and defcending on it. 13 And be- 
hold, the Lorp ftood above it, and faid, I am 
the Lorp God of Abraham thy father, and 
the God of Ifaac: the land whereon thou left, 
to thee will I give it, and to thy feed. 14 And | 
thy feed fhall be as the duft of the earth; and 
thou fhalt fpread abroad to the weft, and to 
the eaft, and to the north, and to the fouth: 
and in thee and in thy feed fhall all the fa- 
milies of the earth be blefied. 15 And be- 
hold, I am-with thee, and will keep thee in: 
all places whither thou goeft, and will bring 
thee again into this land: for I will not leave 
thee, until I have done ¢at which I have {po- 
ken to thee of. 

We have here Jacob upon his journey towards Syria, in a 
very defolate condition, like one that was fent to fees bis for- 
tune: But we find, that though he was a/one, yet he was not™ 
alone ; for the Father was with him, John xvi. 32. If this 
here recorded happened, (as it fhould feem it did) the firft 
night, he had made a long day’s journey, from Beer-/beba to 
Bethel, above 40 miles. Providence brought him to a.conve- 


nient place, probably fhaded with trees, to ret him in that 
night ; and there he had, 


Firft, A hard lodging, ver. 11. The flones for bis pil- 


/ows, and the heavens for his canopy and curtains. As the 


_ ufuage then was, perhaps this was not fo bad as it feems now: 


to us: But we would think, 1. He lay very cold; the cold 
ground for his bed, and (which one would think made the 
matter worfe) a cold {tone for his pillow, and in the cold air.. 
2. Very uneafy: If his bones were fore with his day’s jour- 
ney, his night’s reft would make them forer. 3, Very much. 


- expofed: He forgot that he was fleeing for his life; for had 


his brother in his rage purfued, or fent a murderer after him, 
here he Jay ready to be facrificed, and deftitute of fhelter and 
defence. We cannot thihk it was by reafon of his poverty that 
he was fo ill accommodated ; but, (1.) It was owing to. the 
plainnefs and fimplicity of thofe times, when men did not take 
fo much {ftate, and confult their eafe fo much, as in thefe later 
times of foftnefs and effeminacy.. (2.) Jacob had been parti- 
cularly ufed to hardfhips, as a plain man dwelling in tents; and 
defigning now to go-to fervice, he was the more willing to in- 
ure himfelf to it. And,‘as it proved, it was well, chap. xxxi, 
40. (3-) His comfort in the divine bleffing, and his confi- 
dence in the divine protection, made. him eafy, even then » 
when 
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-when he lay thus expofed: Being fare that his God made him 
to dwell in fafety, he could lie down and fleep upon a {tone. 

Secondly, A pleafant dream he had in his hard lodgings and 
any Ifraelite indeed would be willing to take up with Jacob’s 
pillow, provided he might but have Jacob’s-dream. ‘Then and 
there be Acard the words of God, and faw the vifions of the 
Almighty: 1t was the beft night’s fleep he ever had in his life. 
Note, God’s time to vifit his people with his comforts, is when 
they are moft deftitute of other comforts and other comforters: 
When affli@ions in the way of duty (as thefe here were) do a- 
bound, then thall confolations fo much the more abound. Now 
obferve here, 

[1.] The encouraging vifion Jacob fow, ver. 12. He faw 
a ladder which reached from earth to heaven, the angels a- 
{cending and defcending upon it, and God himfelf at the head 
of it. Now this reprefents the two things that are very com- 
fortable to good people at all times and in all conditions : 

1, The providence of God, by which there is a con/fant 
corre/pondence kept up between heaven and earth. The coun- 
fels of heaven are executed on earth, and the actions and af- 
fairs of this earth are all known in heaven, and judged there. 
Providence doth its work gradually, and by fteps: Angels are 
employed as miniftring fpirits, to ferve all the purpofes and de-. 
figns of Providence ; and the wifdom of God is at the upper 
end ofthe ladder, direéting all the motions of fecond caufes to 
the glory of the firft caufe. The angels are attive fpirits, con- 
tinually afcending and de/cending ; they reft not day nor night 
from fervice, according to the pofts afigned them. They a- 
feend to give account of what they have done, and to receive 
orders ; and then de/cend to execute the orders they have re- 
ceived. Thus we fhould a/ways abound in the work of the 
Lord, that we may do it as the angels do it, Pfal. ciii. 20, 21. 
This vifion gave very feafonable comfort to Jacob, letting him 
know that he had both a good guide and a good guard in his 
going out and coming in; that though he was made to wander 
Jrom bis father’s boufe, yet {till he was the care of kind Pro- 
vidence, and the charge of the holy angels. .This is comfort 
enough, though we fhould not admit the notion which fome 
have, that the tutelar angels of Canaan were a/cending, having 
guarded Jacob out of their land, and the angels of Syria de- 
Jfcending, to take him into their cuftody. Jacob was now the 
type and reprefentative of the whole church, which the angels 
are intrufted with the guardianfhip of. 

2diy, The mediation of Chrift. \He is this ladder; the 
foot on earth in his human nature, the top in heaven in his di- 
vine nature; or, the former in his humiliation, the latter in his 
exaltation. All-the intercourfe between heaven and earth, 
fince the fall, is by this ladder. Chriftis she way. All God’s 
favours come to us, and all our fervices come to him, by Chrift. 
If God dwell with us, and we with him, it is by Chrift: We 
have no-way of getting to heaven but by this ladder; if we 
climb up any other way, we are thieves and robbers. ‘This 
vifion our Saviour alludes to when he fpeaks of the angels of 
God afcending ‘and defcending upon the Son of man, John i. 
st. For the kind offices the angels do us, and the benefits 
we receive by their adminiftration, are all owing to Chrift, who 
hath reconciled things on earth and things in heaven, Col. i. 
20. and made them all meet in himfelf, Eph. i. 10. 

[2-] The encouraging words Jacob heard. God now 
brought him into the wildernefi, and fpake comfortably to 
him: Spake from the head of the ladder; for all thé glad 
tidings we receive from heaven comes through Jefus Chrift. 

1. The former promifes made to his father, are repeated 
aad ratified to him, ver. 13, 14. In general, God intimates 
to kim, that he would be the fame to him that he had been to 
AXbraham and Ifaac. Thofe that tread in the fieps of their 
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‘will alfo take care of their coming im, Pfal. cxxi. 8. 


poured oil upon the .top of it. 


/ 


godly parents, are interefted in their covenant, and intitled to 
their privileges. Particularly, (1.) The land of Canaan is 
fettled upon him: The /and whereon thou heft ; as if by his 
lying fo contentedly upon the bare ground, he had taken livery 
and feifin of the whole land. (2.) It is promifed him that 
his pofterity fhould multiply exceedingly, as the duft of the 
earth; that though he feemed now to be plucked off as a 
withered branch, yet he fhould become a flourifhing tree that 
fhould fend out bis boughs unio the fea. 'Thefe were the 
bleffings wherewith his father had blefled him, ver. 3, 4.5 
and God here faid “Amen to them, that he might have //rong 
confilation. (3.) It is added, that the Mefliah fhould come 


‘| from his loins, in whom a// the famthes of the earth [ball be 


bleffed. Chrift is the great blefing of the world: All that 
are bleffed, whatever family they are of, are bleffed in him 3 
and none.of any family are excluded from bleffednefs in him, 
but thofe that exclude themfelves. 

2. Frefh promifes were made him, accommodated to his 
prefent condition, ver. 15. (1-) Jacob was apprehenfive of 
danger from his brother Efau, but God promifeth to keep 
him. Note, Thofe are fafe whom God protects, whoever 
purfues them. (2.) He had now a long journey before him ; 
was to travel alone, in an unknown road, to an unknown coun- 
try: But dchold, Lam with thee, faith God. Note, Where- 
ever we are, we are fafe, and may be eafy, if we have God’s. 
favourable prefence with us. 
forefaw what hardfhips he would meet with in his uncle’s fer- 
vice, and therefore promifeth to preferve him za a// places. 
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(3.) He knew not, but God . 


Note, God knows how to give his people graces and comforts - 


accommodated to the events that /ha// be as well as to thofe 
that are. (4.) He was now going as an exile into a place 
far diftant ; but God promifeth him to bring him back again 
to this land. Note, he that preferves his people’s going out, 

Femail a (5) 
He feemed to be forfaken of all his friends ; but God here 


, gives him this affurance, J w#// not leave thee. Note, Whom 


God /oves, he never /eaves. This promife is /ure to all the 
Jeed, Heb. xiii. 5. (6.) Providences feemed to contradict the’ 

romifes ; he is therefore aflured of the performance of them 
in their feafon: « All fhall be done that I have fpoken to 
rhee of.” Note, Saying and doing are not two things with 
God, whatever they are with us. : 


16 J And Jacob awaked out of his fleep, and 


he faid, Surely the Lorp is in this place; and 
I knew i¢ not. 17 And he was afraid, and faid, 
How dreadful zs this place! this is none other 
but the houfe of God, and this iy the gate of 
heaven. 18 And Jacob rofe up early in the 


morning, and took the ftone that he had put 


for his pillows, and fet it up for a pillar, and 
1g And he 


” 


called the name of that place Beth-el: but . 


the name of that city was called Luz at the 
firft. 20 And Jacob vowed a vow, faying, If 
God will be with me, and will keep me in this 
way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, 
and raiment to put on; 21 So that I come a- 
gain to my father’s houfe in peace: then fhall 
the Lorp be my God. 22 And this ftone, which. 
I have fet fora pillar, fhall be God’s houfe: and 
of all that thou fhalt give me, I will furely give 
the tenth unto thee, i bousta helen 


God 


x 
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‘Chap. XXVIII. 


God manifefted himfelf and his favour to Jacob «when he - 


was afleep and purely paffive: For the Spirit, like the wind, 
blows when and where he lifteth ; and God’s grace, like the 
dew, tarrieth not for the fons. of men, Mic. v. 7. But Jacob 
applied himfelf to the improvement of the vifit God had made 
him, when he was awake: And we may well think he azwa- 


hed, as the eve did, Jer. xxxi. 26.3 and behold, Ais /leep 
t 


- meeting with him. 


‘was fweet to him. Here is much of Jacob’s devotion on this 
eccafion. 

Firft, He expreffes a great furprife at the tokens he had of 
God?s fpecial prefence with him in that place, ver. 16. Surely 
the Lord is in this place, and I knew tt not. Note, 1.God’s 
manifeftations of himfelf to his people carry their own evidence 
along with them. God can give undeniable demonttrations of 
his prefence, fuch as give abundant fatisfattion to the fouls of 
the faithful, that God is with them of a truth; fatisfaction not 
communicable to others, but convincing to themfelyes. 2. We 
fometimes meet with God there where we little thought of 
He is there where we did not think Ire 
had been, is found there where we afked not for him. No 
place excludes divine vifits, Gen. xvi. 13. Here a//o. Where- 
ever we are; in the city, or in the defart; in the houfe, or in 
the field; in the fhop, or in the {treet ; we may keep up our 
intercourfe with heaven, if it be not our own fault. 

Secondly, It {truck an awe upon him, ver. 17. He was a- 
Jraid. So far was he from beiag puffed up, and exalted above 


— meafure with the abundance of the revelations, (2 Cor. xii. | 
7.) that he was afraid. Note, The more we fee of God, the 


more caufe we fee for holy trembling and blufhing before him. 
Thofe whom God is pleafed to manifeft himfelf to, are there- 
by laid and kept very low in their own eyes, and fee caufe to 
fear even the Lord and his goodnefs, Hof. iti. 5. He faid, 


- How dreadful zs this place! i. e. “ The appearance of God 


in this place, is never to be thought of but with an holy awe 
and reverence. _ I fhall have a refpeét for this place, and re- 
member it by this token, as long as I live.’? Not that he 
thought the place itfelf any nearer the divine vifions than other 
places: But what he faw there at this time, was, as it were, 
the houfe of God, the refidence of the Divine Majefty ; and 
the gate of heaven, i. e. the general rendezvous of the inha- 
bitants of the upper world; as the meetings of a city were ia 
their gates. Or, the angels afcending and defcending, were 
like travellers pafling and repafling through the gates of a city. 
Note, (1.) God is in a fpecial manner prefent there where his 
grace is revealed, and his covenants publifhed and fealed, as of 
old by the miniftry of angels, fo ‘now by inftituted ordinan- 
ces, Mat. xxviii. 20. (2.) There where God meets us with 
his fpecial prefence, we ought to meet him with the moft hum- 
ble reverence, remembering his juftice and holinefs, and our 
own meannefs and vilenefs. _ : 

Thirdly, He took care to preferve the memorial of it, two 
ways: 

fl He fet up the ftone for a paar, ver. 18. — Not as if 
he thought the uzfions of his head were any way owing to the 
ftone on which it lay; but thus he would mark the place againft 
he came.back, and ereét a lafting monument of God’s favour 
to him: and becaufe he had not time now to build an altar 
here, as Abraliam did in the places where God appeared to 
him, Gen. xii. 7. he therefore poured oil on the top of this 
fione, which probably was the ceremony then ufed in dedica- 
ting their altars, as an earneft of his building an altar when he 


- fhould have conveniences for it, as afterwards:he did, in grati- 


_ tude to God for this vifion, chap. xxxv. 7. 


Note, Grants of 
mercy call for our returns of duty ; and the fweet communion 
we have with God ought ever to be remembered. 

[z.] He gave a new name to the place, ver. 1g. It had 
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been ¢alled Luz, an Almond-iree ; but he will have it hence- 
forward called Beth-e/, the Houfe of God. This gracious ap- 
pearance of God to him, put a greater honour and luftre, and 
made it more remarkable than. alt the a/mond-trees that flou- 
rifhed there. This is that Beth-e/ where long after it is faid 
God found Facob ; and there, in what he faid to him, he /pake 
with us, Hof. xii. 4. In procefs of time this Beth-e/, the 
houfe of God, became Beth-aven, a houfe of vamity and ini- 
quity, when Jeroboam fet up one of his calves there. 

Fourthly, He made a folemn vow upon this occafion, ver. 
20,—22. By religious vows we give glory to God, and own 
our -dependance upon him ; and we lay a bond upon our own 
fouls, to engage and quicken our obedience to bim. Jacob 
was now in fear and diftrefs ; and in times of trouble it is fea- 
fonable to make vows, or when we are in purfuit of any fpe- 
cial mercy, Jonah 1.16. Pfal. Ixvi. 13, 14. 1 Sam.i. Ir. 
Numb. xxi. 1,—3. Jacob had now had a gracious vifit from 
heaven, God had renewed his covenant with him, and the co- 
venant is mutual. When God ratifies his promifes to us, it is 
proper for us to repeat our promifes to him. Now in this vow, 
obferve, : 

iff, Jacob’s faith. God had faid, ver.15. I am with thee, 


-and will keep thee: Jacob takes hold of that, and infers, See- 


ing God will be with me, and will keep me, as he hath faid, 
and (which is implied in that promife) will provide comforta- 
bly for me; and feeing he hath promifed to dring me again 
to this land, that is, to my father’s houfe, whom I hope to 
find alive at my return (fo unlike was he to Efau, who longed 
for the days of mourning for his father) 2m peace; 1 depend 
upon it. Note, God’s promifes are to be the guide and mea- 
fure of our defires and expectations. 
2dly, Jacob’s modefty and great moderation in his defires. 
He will cheerfully content himfelf with bread to eat, and rai- 
ment to put on; and though God’s promife had now made 
him heir to a very great eftate, yet he indents not for /oft 
clothing and dainty meat. - Agur’s with is his, Feed me with 
food convement for me; and fee 1 Tim. vi. 8. Nature is 
content with little, and grace with lefs. Thofe that have moft, 
in effect have no more for themfelves but food and’ raiment 3 
the overplus they have only either the keeping of or the giving 
of, not the enjoyment of: If God give us more, we are bound 
to be thankful, and to ufe it-for him; if he give us but shis, 
we are bound to be content, and cheerfully to enjoy him in it. 
3dly, Jacob’s piety, and his regard to God, which appears / 
here, . 

1. In what-he defired: That God would be with him, and 
keep him. Note, We need defre no more to make us eafy 
and happy, wherever we are, but to have God’s prefence with 
us, and to be under his protection: It is comfortable in ajour- 
ney to havea guide in an unknown way, a guard in a dange- 
rous way, to be well carried, well provided for, and to have 
good company in amy way; and they that have God with 
them, have all this in the beft manner. 

2. In what he defigned, His refolution is, [1.] In gene- 
ral to cleave to the Lord, as his God in covenant: Then /balt 
the Lord be my God. - Not as if he would difown him, and 
cait him off, if he fhould want food and raiment; no, though 
he flay us we mutt flick to him: But then I will rejoice in 
him as my God; then I will be the more ftrongly engaged to 
abide with him. Note, Every mercy we receive from God, 
fhould ‘be improved as an additional obligation upon us to-walk 
clofely with him as owr God. [2.] In particular, that he 
would perform fome fpecial acts of deyotjon in token of his 
gratitude. (1.) This pillar fhall keep poffeffion here till I 
come back in peace; and then it fhall be Gods bou/e, 1. e. an 
altar thall be erected here to the honour of God. (z.) ne 

‘ houfe 


& 
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houfe of God thall not be unfurnifhed, nor his altar without a 
facrifice: Gf all that thou fbalt give me, I will furely give 
the tenth unto thee, to be {pent either upon God's altars, or 
upon his poor, which are both his receivers in the world. Pro- 
bably it was according to fome general inftrudtions received 
from heayen that Abraham and Jacob offered the tenth (in 
proportion) of their atchievements to God. - Note, 1. God 
mutt be honoured with our eftates, and muft have his, dues out 
of them: When we receive more than ordinary mercy from 
God, we fhould ftudy to give fome fignal inftances of grati- 
tude to him. 2. The tenth is a very fit proportion to be de- 
voted to God, and employed for him; though, as circum(tances 
vary, it may be more or lefs, as God profpers us, 2 Cor. ix. 7. 


GCHAP. XXIX. 


This chapter gives us an account of God's providences 


\ 


concerning ‘Facob, purfuant to the promifes made him 


in the foregoing chapter. 1. How he was brought in 
Jafety to his jowrney’s end, and direéted to his rela- 
tions there; who bid him welcome, ver. 1,—14. II. 
How he was comfortably difpofed of i marriage, 
ver. 15,—30. IH. How bis family was built up, 
in the birth of four fons, ver. 31. ad fin. The af- 
fairs of princes and mighty nations that were then in 
being, are not recorded in the book of God, but are 
left to be buried in oblivion ; while thefe {mall dome/- 
tic concerns of boly Facob are particularly recorded 

with their minute circumftances, that they may be in 
everlafting remembrance: For the memory of the juft 
as bleffed. - 


HEN Jacob went on his journey, and came: | 


_ into the land of the people of the eaft. 
2-And he looked, and behold, a well in the 
field, and lo, there were three flocks of fheep 
lying by it; for cut of that well they watered’ 
the flocks: and a great ftone was upon the. 
well’s mouth. ‘3 And thither were all the 
flocks gathered : and they rolled the ftone from 
‘the well’s mouth, and watered the fheep, and 
put the ftone again upon the well’s mouth in 
his place. 4 And Jacob faid unto them, My 
brethren, whence be ye? And they faid, Of 
Haran are we. 5 And he faid unto them, 
Know ye Laban the fon of Nahor? And they 
faid, We know 4im, 6 And he faid unto them, 
ds he well? And they faid, He is well: and be-: 
hold, Rachel his daughter cometh with the 
fheep. 7 And he faid, Lo, it is yet high-day, 
neither is 7¢ time that the cattle fhould be ga- 
thered together: water ye the fheep, and go 
and feed them. 8 And they faid, We cannot 
until all the flocks be gathered together, and 
till they roll the ftone from the well’s mouth; 
then we water the fheep. 


No particular journal is kept of Jacob’s expedition further 
than Beth-cl, as there is of all the {tages of Ifrael’s march to 
Canaan: No; he had no more fuch happy nights as he had 
at Beth-el, no more fuch vifions of the Almighty; that was 
intended for a feaft; he mult not expect it to be his daily bread. 


’ to: know their ftate, Prov. xxvii. 23. 
_ the conftant care of the fhepherds concerning their fheep, (ver. 
2) 3, 7, 8.) may ferve to illuftrate the tender concern which | 
our Lord Jefus, the great Shepherd of the fheep, hath for his —_ 
flock the church; for he is the good Stepserd that knows his - 
| fheep, and.is known of them, John x. 14. The ftone at the 


| drowned in it. 


| manding power, Prov. xxxi, 26. 


But, f1.] We are here told how cheerfully he proceeded’ 
in his journey after that {weet communion he had with God at: 
Beth-el: Then Faced lifted up his feet; fo the margin reads 
it, ver. 1. Then’he went on with cheerfulnefs and alacrity, 
not burdened with his cares, nor cramped with his fears, be- 


“ing affared of God’s gracious prefence with him. Note, Af . 


ter the vifions we have had of God, and the vows we have 


- made to him in folemn ordinances, we fhould run the way of 


his commandments with enlarged hearts, Heb. xii. 1. 
[2.] How happily he arrived at his journey’s end. 
dence brought him to the very field where his uncle’s flocks 
were to be watered; and there he met with Rachel that was 
to be his wife. Obferve, (1.) he Divine Providence is to 


be acknowledged in-all the httle circumftances which concur 
| ! 

| to make a journey or other undertaking comfortable and fuc- 
cefsful. If, when we are at a lofs, we meet with thofe fea--_ 


fonably that can direct us; if we meet with a difafter, and 


| thofé are at hand that will help us; we mutt not fay it was by 
» chance, or that fortune therein favoured us, but it was by Pro- 


vidence, and God therein favoured us: Our ways are ways of 


» pleafantnefs, if we continually acknowledge God in them. (2.) 


Thofe that have flocks muft look well to them, and be diligent: 
What is here faid of 


well’s mouth, which is fo: often mentioned here, was either to 


fecure their property in it, for waters was {carce;.it was not 
» there ufus communis aquarum ; or it was to fave the well from 
receiving damage from the heat of the fun, or from any fpite-° 
» ful hand; or to prevent, the lambs of the flock from being ~ 
(3.) Separate interefts fhould not take us off 
from joint and mutual help; when all the fhepherds came to-. , 


gether with their flocks, then, like loving neighbours at water- 


ing-time, they watered their flocks together. (4.) It becomes= 


us to:fpeak civilly and refpectfully to. {trangers. Though Ja-. 


| cob was no courtier, but a plain man dweihng in tents, and a. 
| {tranger to compliment ; yet he addrefleth himfelf very obli-. 


ging'y to thofe people he met with, and calls them. 4:1 bre- 
thren, ver. 4. The /aw of kndnefs in the tongue has a com: 


brethren, becaufe they: were of the fame trade,: fhepherds like 


' him. Though he was now upon his preferment, he was not- 


afhamed of his occupation, (5.) Thofe that thew refpect, or-. 


_-dinarily have refpeét fhewed them. As Jacob was civil to thefe 


ftrangers, fo he found them civil to him. When he undertook 
to teach them how. to difpatch their bufinefs, ver. 7. they did: 
not bid him meddle with his. own concerns, and Jet them a- 
lone ; but, though he were a ftranger,. gave him the reafon of 


» their delay, ver. 8. Thofe that are neighbourly and friendly, 


fhall have neighbourly and friendly ufage. 


_ 9 ¥ And while he yet fpake with them, Ra-. 
chel came with her father’s fheep : for the kept 


them. ro And it came to pafs, whén Jacob 


- faw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother’s. 
brother, and the fheep of Laban his mother’s - 
’ brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the 
_ ftone from the well’s mouth, and watered the 


flock of Laban his mother’s brother. 11 And 


' Jacob kiffed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, 
and wept. 12 And Jacob told Rachel that he: 


Chap. XXIX_ 


Provi-- ~ 


Some think he calls them - 


“Chap. XXIX. 


was her father’s brother, and that he was Re- 


bekah’s fon: and fhe ran and told her father. 


13 And it came to pafs, when Laban heard the 
tidings of Jacob his fifter’s fon, that he ran to 
_ meet him, and embraced him, and kiffed him, 
and brought him to his houfe. And he told 
Laban all thefe things. 
- him, Surely thou art my bone and my fieth: 
and he. abode with him the fpace of a month. 
Here we fee, 1. Rachel’s humility and induftry: She kept 
her father’s /heep, ver. 19-3 2 e. She took the care of them, 
having fervants under her that were employed about them. 
Rachel’s name fignifies a /heep. Note, Honeft ufeful labour 
“is*that which nobody needs to be afhamed of, nor ought it to 
‘be a balk to any one’s preferment. 2. Jacob’s tendernefs and 
affeCtion: When he underftood ‘that this was his kinfwoman, 


(probably he had heard of her name before,} knowing what » 


his errand was into that country, we may fuppofe it {truck into 


his mind immediately, that this muft be his wife, as one alrea- _ 


-dy {mitten with an honeft comely face, (though, it is likely, 
fan-burnt, and fhe in the homely drefs of a fhepherdefs,) he is 


wonderfully officious, and ready to ferve her, ver. 10.; and 


‘addreffes himfelf to her with tears of joy, and kiffes of love, 
ver. 11.: he runs with al! hafte to tell her father, for fhe 
will by no means entertain her kinfman’s addrefs without her 
. father’s knowledge and approbation, ver. 12. 
 refpeéts at their firft interview were good prefages of their be- 
ing a happy couple. 3. Providence made that which feemed 
contingent and fortuitous, to give {peedy fatisfa@tion to Jacob’s 
mind as foon as ever he came to the place he was bound for. 
Abraham’s fervant, when he came upon a like errand, met 
with the like encouragement. Thus God guzdes his people 
_-avith his eye, Pfal. xxxii. 8. It is a groundlefs conceit which 
fome of the Jewifh writers have, that Jacob, when he éz/Jed 
Rachel, wept; becaufe he had been fet upon his journey by 
Eliphaz the eldeft fon of Efau, at the command of his father, 
and robbed of all his money and jewels, which his mother had 
‘given him when fhe fent him away: It is plain it was his paf- 
fion for Rachel, and the furprife of this happy meeting, that 
‘drew ‘thefe tears from his eyes. 4. Laban, though none of 
the beft humoured. men, bid him welcome; was fatisfied sin 
the account he gave of himfelf, and of the reafon of his coming 
‘in {uch poor circumftances. While we avoid the extreme on 
the one hand of being foolifhly credulous, we muft take heed 
of falling into the other extreme of being uncharitably jealous 
and fufpicious. Laban owned him for his kinfman, ver. 14. 
Thou art my bone and my fle/b. Note,."Phofe are hard- 
hearted indeed, that are unkind to their relations, and that 


hide themfelves from their own fle/b, Ma. lyii. 7. 
15 @ And Laban faid unto Jacob, Becaufe 
thou art my brother, fhouldeft thou therefore 
ferve me for nought? tell me, what /bal/ thy 
wages be? 16 And Laban had two daughters: 
the name of the elder was Leah, and the name 
-of the younger was Rachel. 17 Leah was 
tender-eyed, but Rachel was beautiful and well- 
favoured. 18 And Jacob loved Rachel; and 
faid, I will ferve thee feven years for Rachel 
thy younger daughter. 19 And Laban iaid, I 
2s better that I give her to thee, than. that I 
fhould give her to another man: abide with 
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14 And Laban faid to © 


Thefe mutual . 


. I47 
me. 20 And Jacob ferved feven years for Ra-" 


‘chel :-and they feemed unto him buta few days, 


for the love he had to her. 21 § And Jacob 
faid unto Laban, Give me my wife (for my days 
are fulfilled) that I may go in unto her. 22 
And Laban gathered together all the men of 
the place, and made a feaft. 23 And it came 
to pafs in the evening, that he took Leah his 
daughter, and brought her to him: and he went 
in unto her. 24 And Laban gave unto his 
daughter Leah Zilpah his maid, for an hand- 
maid. 25 And it came to pafs, that in the 
morning, behold it was Leah: and he faid to 
Laban, What zs this thou haft done unto me? 
did not I ferve with thee for Rachel? Where-. 
fore then haft thou beguiled me? 26 And La- 
ban faid, It muft not be fo done in our coun- 
try, to give the younger before the firft-born. 
27 Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this 
allo, for the fervice which thou fhalt ferve with 
me yet feven other years. 28 And Jacob did 
fo, and fulfilled her week:\and he gave him 
Rachel his daughter to wife alfo.° 29 And La- 
ban gave to Rachel his daughter, Bilhah his 
hand-maid, tobe her maid. 30 And he went 
in alfo unto Rachel, and he loved alfo Rachel 
more than Leah, and ferved with him yet feven 
other years. 

Here is, Firff, The fair contract made between Laban and» 
Jacob, during the month that Jacob fpent there as a gueft, ver. 
14. It feems he was not idle, nor, did he fpend his time in 
{port and paftime, but like a man of bufinefs, though he had ne 
{tock of his own, he applied himfelf to ferve his uncle, as he 
had begun, ver. 10. when he watered bis flock. Note, Where- 
ever we are, it is good to be employing ourfelves in fome ufe- 
ful bufinefs, which will turn to a good account to ourfelves or 
others. Laban, it feems, was fo taken with. Jacob’s:ingenuity 
and induftry about his flocks, that he was defirous he fhould” 
continue with him, and very fairly reafons thus, ver. 15. Be- 
caufe thou art my brother, /bouldef thou therefore ferve me 
for nought ? No, what reafon for that? If Jacob be fo refpeét- 
ful to his uncle, as to give him his fervice withont demanding 
any confideration for it; yet Laban will not be fo unjuft to his 
nephew, as to take advantage either of his neceflity or of his 
good nature. Note, Inferior relations muft not be impofed 
upon ; if it be their duty to ferve us, it is our duty to reward 
them. Now had Jacob a fair opportunity to make known to 
Laban the affection he had for his daughter Rachel; and ha- . 
ving no worldly goods in his hand ‘wherewith to endow her, 
he promifes him feven years fervice, upon condition that at the 
end of the feven years he would bellow her upon him for his 
wife. It appears by computation, that Jacob was now feventy- 
feven years old when he bound himfelf apprentice for a wife ; 
and for a wife be kept /heep, Hol. xii. 12. His pofterity are 
there minded of it long after, as an inftance of the meannefs of - 
their original ; probably Rachel was young, and fcarce mar- 
riageable when Jacob came firft, which made him the more 
willing to ftay for her till his feven years fervice were expired. 

Secondly, Jacob’s honeft performance of his part of the bar- 
gain, ver. 20, He/ferved jeven years for Rachel; and if 
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Rachel (till continued to keep her. father’s. fheep, as fhe did, 


ver. g. his innocent and religious converfation with her while 
they kept the flocks could not but increafe their mutual ac- 
quaintance and affection, So/oman’s fong of love is a pujtoral. 
Lf the now left it off, his eafing her of that care was very obli- 
ging : Jacob honefltly ferved out his feven year's, though he was 
old, and did not forfeit his indentures; nay, he ferved them 
cheerfully, they /eemed to him but a few days, for the love he 
had to ber; as if it was more his defire to earn her, than to 
enjoy her. Note, Love makes long and hard fervices fhort 
and eafy; hence we read of the /abour of love, Heb. vi. 10. 
Uf we knew how to value the happinefs of heaven, the fuffer- 
ings of this prefent time will be as nothing to us, in comparifon 
of it. An age of work will be but as a few days to thofe that 
love Gad, and long for Chrift’s appearing. 

Thirdly, The bafe cheat which Laban put upon him when 
he was out of his time: He put Leah into his arms inftead of 
Rachel, ver. 23.. This was Laban’s fz: He wronged both 
Jacob and Rachel, whofe affections, doubtlefs, were engaged to 
each other ; and if (as fome fay) Leah was herein no better 
than an adulterefs, it was no {mall wrong to her too. But it 
was Jacob’s afficfbn, a damp to the mirth of the marriage- 
fealt, when zm the morning behold it was Leah, ver. 25. It 
is eafy to obferve here how Jacob was paid in his own coin. 
He had cheated his own father when he pretended to be Efau, 
-and now his father-in-law cheated him. Herein, how unrighte- 
ous foever Laban was, the Lord was righteous, as Judg. i. 7. 
Even ¢he righteous, “if they take a falfe {tep, are fometimes 
thus recompenfed in the earth. Many that are not, like Jacob, 
difappointed in perfon, foon find themfelves as much, to their 
gtief, difappointed in the character. 
tion, therefore, on both fides, ought to be made with good ad- 
vice and confideration, that, if there fhould be a difappoint- 
ment, it may not be aggravated by a confcioufnefs of mifma- 
nagement. 

Fourthly, The excufe and atonement Laban made for the, 

“cheat. (1.) The excufe was frivolous, vere 26. Lt muf? not 
be fo done in our country. We have reafon to think there was 
no fuch cuftom of his country, as he pretends; only he ban- 
ters Jacob with it, and laughs at his miftake. Note, Thofe 
that can do an // thing, and then think to ¢ura it off with a 
jeft, though they may deceive themfelves and otherss will find 
at laft that God is not mocked. _ But if there were fuch a cuf- 
* tom, and that he refolved to obferve it, he fhould have told Ja- 
cob fo when he undertook to ferve him for Acs younger daugh- 
ter. Note, As faith the proverb of the ancients, Wickednefs 
proceedeth from the wicked, 1 Sam. xxiv. 13. 
deal with treacherous men, muft expe to be dealt treacherouf- 
ly with. (2.) His compounding of the matter did but make 
ill worfe: We will give thee this a/fo, ver. 24. Hereby he 
drew Jacob into the fin and fnare and difquiet of multiplying 
wives ; which remains a blot in his efcutcheon, and will be fo 
to the end of the world. Honeft Jacob did not defign it, but 
to have kept as true to Rachel as his father had done to Re- 
bekah ; he that had lived without a wife to the 84th year of 
his age, could then haye been very well content with one: But 
Laban, to difpofe of his two daughters without portions, and 
to get feven years fervice more out of Jacob, thus impofeth up- 
on him, and draws him into fuch a {trait by his frauds, that 
(the matter not being yet fettled, as it was afterwards by the 
divine law, Lev, xviii. 18. and more fully fince by our Savi- 
out, Mat. xix. 5.) he had fome colourable reafon for marry- 
ing them both. He could not refufe Rachel, for he had wed- 
ded her ; he could not refufe Leah, for he had bedded her ; 
and therefore Jacob mult be content, and take iwo talents, 
a Kings v, 23. Note, One fin is commonly the inlet of anos 
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The choice of that rela.» 


Thofe that |. 


Snes: Chap. XXIX. 


ther. They that go in by one door of wickednefs, commonly ~ 
cannot find the way out but by another. The polygamy of 
the patriarchs was excufable in them, becaufe, though there ~ 
was a reafon again{t’it as ancient as Adam’s.marriage, Mal. 
ii. 15. yet there was no exprefs command again{t it. It was 
in them a fin of ignorance ; it was not the produét of any fin- 
ful luft, but for the building up of the church, which was the 
good that Providence brought out of it; But it will by no 
means jultify the like practice now, when God’s will is plain- 
ly made known, that one man and one woman only muft be 
joined together, 1 Cor, vii. 2. The having of many wives 
fuits well enough with the carnal fenfual fpirit of the Mahome- 
tan impofture, which allows it, but we Aave not fo learned 
Chri. Dr Lightfoot makes Leah and Rachel to be figures 
of the two churches, the Jews/under the law, and the Gentiles 


under the gofpel: The younger the more beautiful, and more 


in the thoughts of Chrift, when he came in the form of a fers 
vant: but the other, like Leah, firft embraced: Yet in this. 
the allegory doth not hold, that the Gentiles, the younger, 
were more fruitful, Gal. ivy. 27. 


31 ¢ And when the-Lorp faw that Leah: 
was hated, he opened her womb: but Rachel. 
was barren. 32 And Leah conceived, and 
bare a fon, and fhe called his name Reuben: 

for fhe faid, Surely the Lorp hath looked up-— 


on my affliction; now therefore my hufband — 


will love me. 33 And fhe conceived again, 
and bare a fon; and faid, Becaufe the Lorp 
hath heard that I was hated, he hath there.. 
fore given me this fon alfo: and fhe called his 
name Stmmeon. 34 And fhe conceived again, 


-and bare a fon; and faid, Now this time will 


my hufband be joined unto me, becaufe I have 
born him three fons: therefore was his name 
called Levi. 35 And fhe conceived again, and: 
bare a fon; and fhe faid, Now will I praife the- 
Lorn: therefore fhe called his name Judah, and. 
left bearing. I 

‘We.haye-here the birth of four of Jacob’s fons, all by Leah. 


» 


' Obferve, 


f1.] That Leah, who was lefs beloved, was bleffed with. 
children, when Rachel was denied that bleffing, ver. 31. See 
how Providence, in difpenfing its gifts, obferves a proportion. 
to keep the balance even, fetting croffes and comforts one over-. 
againft another, that none may be either too much elevated or 
too much deprefled: Rachel wants children, but fhe is bleffed 
with her hufband’s love; Leah wants that, but fhe is fruitful. 
‘Thus it was between Elkanah’s two wives, 1 Sam. i. 5.5 for 
the Lord is wife and righteous. When the Lord faw that 
Leah was hated, (i. e. loved lefs than Rachel; in which 
fenfe, it is required that we hate father and moiher, in com- 
parifon -with Chrift, Luke xiv. 26.) then the Lord granted _ 
her a child: Which was a rebuke to Jacob for making fo great 
a difference between thofe that he was equally related to; a 
check to Rachel, who, perhaps, infulted over her fifter upon 
that account; and a comfort to Leah, that fhe might not be o- 
verwhelmed with the contempt put upon her, Thus God gj- 
veih, chundant honour to that whieh lacked, 1 Cor. xii. 24. 

[2.] That the names fhe gave her children were expreflive. 
of her refpeétful regards both to God and to her hufband. (7.) 
She appears very ambitious of her hulband’s Joye, 


dhe thes 
 koned 


~ koned the want of it her affidtion, ver. 32.: Not upbraiding 
him with it as his fault, nor reproaching him for it, and fo 
meking herfelf uneafy to him; but laying it to heart as her 
grief, which fhe had reafon to bear with the more patience, be- 
caufe fhe herfelf was confenting to the fraud by which fhe be- 
came his wife: Aad we may well bear that trouble with pa- 
tience which we bring upon ourfelves by our own fin and folly. 


She promifed herfelf, that the children {he bore him would gain / 


her the intereft fhe defired in his affections: She- called her 
firft-born Reuben, See a fon ; with this pleafant thought, Now 
avill my bufband love me: And her third fon, Levi, Foined ; 
with this expectation, Now will my hufband be joined unto 
me, ver. 34. Mutual affe@tion is both the duty and comfort 
of that relation; and yoke-fellows fhould {tudy to recommend 
themfelves to each other, 1 Cor. vii. 33, 34. (2.) She thank- 
fully acknowledged the kind providence of God in it: The 
Lord hath looked upon my affliction, ver. 32. The Lord hath 
heard, i. e. taken notice of it, that I was hated, (for our af- 
flitions as they are before God’s eyes, fo they have a cry in 
his ears,) be bath therefore given.me this fon. Note, What- 
ever we may have that contributes either to our fupport and 
comfort under our afflidiions, or to our deliverance from them, 
God mutt be owned in it, efpecially his pity and tender. mercy. 
Her fourth the called Yudah, Praife; faying, Now will Ipraife 
the Lord, ver. 35. And this was he of whom, as concerning 
the flefh, Chrift came. Note, 1. Whatever is the matter of our 
rejoicing, ought to be the matter of our thank{giving. Freth 
favours fhould quicken us to praife God for former favours : 
Now will I praife the Lord more and better than I have done. 
2. All our praifes muft centre in Chrift, both as the matter of 
them, and as the Mediator of them. He defcended from him 
whofe name was Praijfe, for he is our praife. Is Chrilt form- 
ed in my heart? Now will I praife the Lord. 


CH A.P. "XXX. 

In this chapter we have an account of the increafe, I. 
Of Facob’s family. Exght children more we find re- 
giftered in this chapter: Dan and Naphtalt by Buil- 
hab, Rachel’s maid, ver. 1,—8.; Gad and Afher hy 
Zilpah, Leah’s maid, ver..9,—13.; LfJachar, Zebu- 
hin, and Dinah, by Leah; vec. 14,—~21.; and laft of 
all, Fofeph by Rachel, ver, 22,—24. II. Of Facob’s 
eftate. He comes tpon a new. bargain with Laban, 
ver. 25,—34.: And in the fix years further fervice 
he did to Laban, God wonderfully Sleffed bim, fo that 
bis fiock of cattle became very confiderable, ver. 35, 
—43: And herein was fulfilled the bleffing which I- 
foac difmiffed him with, chap. x&vill. 3. God make 
‘thee fruitful, and multiply thee. Even thefe fmail 
matters concerning “facob’s houfe and field, though 
they feem inconfiderable, are improveable for our 
learning: For the fcriptures were not written for 
princes and ftate/men, to wnftruct them in politics ; but 
for all people, even the meaneft, ta direct them in their 
families and callings: Yet fome things are here re- 
corded concerning Facob; not for imitation, but for 

_ admonition. tsi 

-_%& ND when Rachel faw that fhe bare Jacob 

no children, Rachel envied her fitter ; 
and faid unto Jacob, Give me.children, or elfe 

I die. 2 And Jacob’§ anger was kindled a- 

gainft Rachel; and he faid, dm 1 in God’s 
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ftead, who hath with-held from thee the fruit 
of the womb? 3 And fhe. faid, Behold, my 
maid Bilhah, go in unto her; and fhe {hall 
bear upon my knees, that I may alfo have chil- 
dren.by her. 4 And fhe gave him Bilhah her 
hand-maid to wife: and Jacob went in unto 
her. 5 And Bilhah conceived, and bare Jacob 
afon. 6 And Rachel faid, God hath judged 


me, and hath alfo heard my voice, and hath 


given me a fon: therefore called fhe his name 
Dan. 7 And Bilhah Rachel’s maid concei- 
ved again, and bare Jacob a fecond fon. 8 
And Rachel faid, With, great wreftlings have 
I wreftled with my filter, and I have prevail- 
ed: and fhe called his name Naphtali. 9g 
When Leah faw that fhe had left bearing, fhe 
took Zilpah her maid, and gave her Jacob to 
wife. 10 And Zilpah Leah’s maid bare Jacob 
a fon. 41 And Leah faid, A. troop cometh: 
and fhe called his name Gad. 12 And Zil- 
pah Leah’s maid bare Jacob a fecond fon. 13 
And Leah faid, Happy am I, for the daugh- 
ters will call me bleffed: and fhe called his 
name Afher. i | 


We have here the ill confequences of that odd marriage 
which Jacob made with the two filters, Here is, 

Firft, An unhappy difagreement between him and Rachel, 
ver. 1, 2. occafioned not fo much by her own barrénefs, as 
by her fifter’s fruitfulnefs.. Rebekah, the only wife of Ifaac, 
was long childlefs, and yet we find no uneafinefs between her 
and Ifaac; but here, becaufe Leah bears children, Rachel can- 
not live’ peaceably with Jacob. 

[1.] Rachel frets, ver. 1. She envied her filer. Envy is 
grieving at the good of another; than which no fin is more 
injurious, both to God, our neighbour, and ourfelyes. She 
confidered not that it was God that made the difference ; and 
that, though in this fingle inftance her filter was preferred. be- 
fore her, yet in other things fhe had the advantage. Let us 
carefully watch againft all the rifings and workings of this 
paflion in our minds. Let not our eye be evil towards any of 
our fellow-fervants, becaufe our mafter’s is good. But this 


- was not all; fhe\faid to Jacob, Gzve me chifdren, or elfe I 


die. Note, We are very apt to mifs it in our defires of tem- 
poral mercies, as Rachel here. (1.) A chi/d would not con- 
tent her ; but becaufe Leah has more than one, fhe muft have 
more too: Give me children. (2.) Her heart is inordinate- 
ly fet upon. it, and if fhe have not. what fhe would have, the ~ 
will throw away her life, and all the comforts of it. ¢ Give 
them me, or e/fe I die: i. e. “‘ 1 thall fret myfelf to death ; 
the want of this fatisfaction will fhorten my days.” Some 
think, fhe threatens Jacob.to lay violent hands’ upon herfelf if 
fhe could not obtain this mercy. (3.) She did not apply her- 
felf to. God by prayer, but to Jacob only, forgetting that chil. 
dren are a heritage of the Lord, Pial. cxxvii. 3. We wrong 


' both God and ourfelyes, when our eye is more to men, the. 
_ inftrument of our croffes and comforts, than to God the au- 
thor. 


Obferve a difference between Rachel’s afking for this 
mercy, and Haonah’s, 1 Sam, i. 10. &c. - Rachel enyied ; 
Hannah wept: Rachel muft have children, and fhe died of 
the fecond; Hannah prayed for thes’ child, and fhe had four 

; more % 


; 
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amore; Rachel is importuaate asd peremptory; Hannah is | 


-fubmifhve and devout, “ Jf thou wilt, give me a child, I will 
give him to the Lord.” 


check of reafon and religion. 


[2.] Jacob chides, and moft juftly, ver.2. He loved © 


Rachel, and therefore reproved her for what fhe faidamifs. 
Note, Faithful reproofs are produéts and inftances of true af- 
fetion, Pfal. cxli. 5. Prov. xxvii. 5,6. Job reproved his 
wife when fhe fpake the language of the foot/h woman, Job 
ii. 10. See x Cor. vii. 16. He was angry, not.at the perfon, 
but at the fin; he expreffed himfelf fo as to fhew his difplea- 
fare. Note, Sometimes it is requifite that a reproof fhould be 
given warm, like a phyfical potion ; not too hot, left it fcald 
the patient ; yet not cold, left it do not work. It was a very 
grave and pious reply which Jacob gave to Rachel’s peevifh 
demand: Am I in God’s fead? The Chaldee paraphrafeth it 
well, Dof thou afk fons of me? Oughtef thou not to afk them 
from before the Lord? The Arabic reads it, Am [ above 
God ? Can I give thee that which God denies thee? This 
was faid like a plain man. Obferve, 

(1.) He acknowledges the hand of God in the affliction, 
which he was afharer-with her in: He hath with-held the 
Fruit of the womb. Note, Whatever we want, it is Gad that 
with-holds it; a fovereign Lord, moft wife, holy, and juft; 


that may do what he wili with his own, and is debtor to no | 


man; that never did, nor ever can do, any wrong to any of 
his creatures. “The key of the clouds, of the heart, of the 


grave, and of the womb, are four keys which God has in his ~ 


‘hand, and which (the rabbins fay) he intrufts neither with 
angel nor feraphim. See Rev. iti. 7. Job xi. 10. and xii. 14. 
(2.) He acknowledgeth his own inability to altar what 
- 4God had appointed: im I in God's fead ? * What! doft 
thot make a God of me?” Deos gui rogat tlle facit. _ Note, 
1. There is no creature that is, or can be, to us in God’s 
ftead. God may be to us inftead of any creature, as the fun 
inftead of the moon and ftars; but the moon and all the ftars 
will not be to us inftead of the fun. No creature’s wifdom, 
power, and love, will be to us inftead of God’s. 2. It is 
therefore our fin and folly to place any creature in God’s 
ftead, and to place that confidence in any creature which is to 
-be placed in God only. 

Secondly, An unhappy agreement between him and the two 
handmaids. : 

[1.] At the perfuafion of Rachel, he took Bilhah, her 
handmaid, to wife; that, according to the ufage of thofe times, 
his children by her might he adopted and owned as her mif- 
trefs’s children, ver. 3, &c. She would rather have children 


by reputation than none at all; children that fhe might fancy © 
to be ber own, and call ber own, though they were not fo. | 


One would think her own fifter’s children were nearer a-kin 
to her than her maid’s, and fhe might with more fatisfaction 
have made them ser own if the had fo pleafed; but (fo na- 
iural is it to us all to be fond of power) children that fhe had 
a right to rule, were more defireable to her than children that 
the had mere reafon to ove: And as an early inftance of her 
dominion over the children born in her apartment, fhe takes a 
pleafure in giving them names that carry in them nothing but 
marks of emulation with her filter. As if fhe had overcame 
her, (1.) At law, the calls the firft fon of her handmaid, Dan, 
Judgment, faying, God hath judged me, ver. 6. i. €. given 
fentence in my favour. (2.) In battle, the calls the next 
Naphtah, Wrefiling : faying, I have wrefiled with my filer, 
and I bave prevatied, yer. 8. as if all Jacob’s fons mult be 
born men of contention. See what roots of bitternefs envy 
and ftrife are, and what mifchief they make among relations, 
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Let Hannah be imitated, and not . 
Rachel; and let our defires be always under the condué and — 


maid, to wife alfo, ver. g- Rachel had done that abfurd and 
prepofterous thing of putting her maid into her hufband’s bed, 
in emulation with Leah; and now Leah (becaufe fhe miffed 
one year in bearing children} doeth the fame to be even with 
her, or rather to keep before her. See -the power of jealoufy 


and rivalfhip, and admire the wifdom of the divine appoint- ~ 


ment, which joins together one man and one woman only; 


for God has called us to peace and purity, 1 Cor. vil, 15. 
Two fons Zilpah bare to Jacob, whom Leah looked upon her- 


felf as intitled to; in token of which, fhe called one Gad, 
ver. 11. promifing herfelf a little ¢roop of children ; and chil- 


. dren are the militia of a family, they fill the quiver, Pfal. 


cxxvii. 4, 5. The other the called A/her, Happy ; thinking 
herfelf happy in him, and. promifing herfelf that her neighbours 
would think fo too, ver. 13. YLbe daughters will call me 
bleffid. Note, It is an inftance of the vanity of the world, 
and the foolifinefs bound up in our hearts, that moft people 
value themfelves and govern themfelves more by reputation 
than either by reafon or religion: they think themfelves b/a//ed 
if the daughters do but cal/ them fo. 
in the conteft and competition that was between. thefe. two 
fitters: Yet God brought good out of this evil; for the time 
being now at hand when the feed of Abraham mutt begia to 
increafe and multiply, thus Jacob’s family was replenifhed with 
twelve fone, heads of the thoufands of Ifrae!, from whom the 
celebrated twelve tribes defcended and were named. 


14 4 And Reuben went in the days of wheat 
harveft, and found mandrakes in the field, and 
brought them unto his mother Leah. Then 
Rachel faid to Leah, give me, I pray thee, of 
thy fon’s mandrakes. 15 And fhe faid unto 


-her, Zs 7t¢ a fmall matter that thou haft taken 


my hufband? and wouldft thou take away my 
fon’s mandrakes alfo?, And Rachel faid, There- 
fore he fhall lie with thee to-night for thy fon’s 
mandrakes. 316 And Jacob came out: of the 
field in the evening, and Leah went out to 
meet him, and faid, Thou muft come in unto 
me, for furely I have hired thee with my fon’s 
mandrakes. And he lay with her that night. 
17 And God hearkened unto Leah, and fhe 
conceived, and bare Jacob the fifth fon. 18 
And Leah faid, God hath given me mine hire, 
becaufe I have given my’ maiden to my huf- 
band: and fhe called-his name Iflachar. 19 
And Leah conceived again, and bare Jacob the 
fixth fon. 20 And Leah faid, God hath en- 
dowed me with,a good dowry ; now will my 
hufband dwell with me, becaufe I have born 
him fix fons: and fhe called his name Zebu- 
lun. 21 And afterwards fhe bare a daughter, 
and called her name Dinah. 22 4 And God 
remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to 
her, and opened her womb. 23 And‘fhe con- 
ceived and bare a fon; and faid, God hath taken 
away my reproach. 24 And fhe called his 


Much amifs there was . 


Chap. Xe | 


[2.] At the perfuafion of Leah, he took Zilpah, her hand- } 


name Jofeph; and faid, The Lorn hall add to 


me another fon. 


‘Here: 


Chap. XX, 


Here is Fiy/?, Leah fruitful again, after fhe had for fome 
time /eft bearing. Jacob, it thould feem, affociated more with 
Rachel than with Leah. The law of Mofes fuppofes it a 
common cafe, that if a man had two wives, one would be Se- 
loved, and the other hated, Deut. xxi. 15. But at length 


Rachel’s {trong paflions betrayed: her into a bargain. with Leah, . 


that Jacob fhould return to her apartment. Reuben, a little 
lad of five or fix years old, playing in the field, found man- 
drakes, dudaim. It is uncertain what they were; the critics 
are not agreed about them: We are fure they were fome rari- 
_ ties, either fruits or flowers, that were very pleafant to the 
* fmetl, Cant. vii. 13. Note, The God of nature has provid- 
ed not only for our neceffities, but for our delights: There 
are products of the earth in the expofed fields, as well as in 
the planted protected gardens, that are very valuable and ufe- 
ful. How plentifully is nature’s houfe furnifhed, and her 
table fpread ? Her precious fruits offer themfelves to be gather- 
ed by the hands of little children. It is a laudable cuftom of 
the devout Jews, when they delight themfelves, fuppofe in 
eating of an apple, to lift up their hearts and fay, “ Bleffed be 
he that made this fruit pleafant !”” or, in {melling of a flower, 
“ Bleffed be he that made this flower fweet!’? Some think 
thefe mandrakes were jeflamine flowers. Whatever they were, 
Rachel could not fee them in Leah’s hands, whither the child 
had brought them, but fhe muft covet them: She cannot bear 
the want ofthefe pretty flowers, but at any rate fhe will pur- 
chafe them. Note, ‘There may be great fin and folly in the 
inordinate defire of a fmall thing. Leah takes this advantage 


(as Jacob had of Efau’s covetang his red pottage) to obtain — 


. that which was juftly due to her, but which Rachel would not 
otherwife have confented to. Note, Strong paflions. often 
thwart one another; and thofe cannot but be continually un- 
eafy, that are hurried by them, Leah is overjoyed that fhe 
fhall have her hufband’s company again, that her family might 
yet further be built up; which is the bleffing fhe defires. and 
devoutly prays for, as is intimated, ver. 17. where it is faid, 
God hearkened unto Leab. The learned Bifhop Patrick very 
well fuggefts here, that the true reafon of this conteft between 
facob’s wives for his company, and their giving him their 
maids to be his wives, was the earneft defire they had to ful- 
fil the promife made to Abraham, (and now lately renewed to 
Jacob,} “‘ That his feed fhould be as the ftars of heaven for 
multitude ; and that in one feed of his, the Mefligh, all the 
nations of the earth fhould be bleffed.“”?. And he thinks'it had 
been below the dignity of this facred hiftory to take fuch par- 
ticular notice of thefe things, if there had not been fome fuch 
great confideration in them. Two fons Leah was now blef- 
fed with: The firft fhe, called [fachar, 4 bire, ver. 18. 
reckoning herfelf well repaid for her mandrakes ; nay, (which 
is a ftrange conftru€tion of the providence) rewarded for giv- 
ing ber maid to her bufband. Note, We abuie God’s mer- 
cy, when we reckon that his favours countenance and patro- 
nize our follies. 


with a good dowry. Jacob had not endowed her when he 
married her, nor had. he wherewithal in poffeffion; but the 
reckons a family of children not a bill of charges, but a good 
dowry, Pfal. cxiii. g. She promifes herfelf more of her 
hufband’s company, now fhe had born him /ix /ons ; and that, 
in love to his children at leaft, he woud often vifit her lod- 
gings.' Mention is made (ver. 21.) of the birth of a daughter, 
Dinah, becaufe of the following ftory concerning her, chap. 
xxxiy. Perhaps Jacob had other daughters, though not regi- 
ftered. f 

Secondly, Rachel fruitful at laft, vers 22. God remember- 
ed Rache/, whom he feemed to haye forgotten ; and hearken- 
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The other fhe called Zebulun, Dwelling, : 
ver. 20,; owning God's bounty to her: Ged has endowed me . 


1§t 


ed to her, whofe prayers had been long denied, and then fhe . 
bare a fon. Note, As God jultly denies the mercy we have 
been inordinately defirous of, fo fometimes he gracioufly grants 
at length that which we have Jong waited for. He corrects 
our folly, and yet confiders our frame, and doth. not contend 
for ever. Rachel called her fon Jo/eps, which, in Hebrew, 
is a-kin to two words of the contrary fignification, A/aph, 
abjiulrt, * He has taken away my reproach ;’? as if the great- 


_eft mercy fhe had in this fon were, that fhe had faved ber 


eredit: and Jafaph, addidit, ** The Lord fhall edd to me a- 
nother fon ;”? which may be looked upon, either as the lan- 


"guage of her inordinate defire, fhe fcarce knows how to be 
- thankful for one, unlefs fhe may be fure of another ; or of her 
faith, fhe takes this mercy as. an earneft of further mercy. - 


Hath God given me his grace? I may call it Fo/eph, and 
fay, He /ball add more grace: Hath he given me his joy? I 
may call it Fofeph, and fay, He well give more joy. Hath 
he begun, and fhall he not make an end? 

25 And it came to pafs, when Rachel had 
born Jofeph, that Jacob faid unto Laban, Send » 


_ me away, that I may go unto mine own place, 


and to my country. 26 Give me my wives 
and my children, for whom I have ferved thee, 


_ and let me go: for thou. knoweft my fervice 
_ which I have done thee. 


27 And Laban faid 
unto him, I pray thee, if I haye found favour 
in thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned by ex- 
perience, that the -Lorp hath blefied me for 


} thy fake. 28 And he faid, Appoint me thy wa- 
| ges, and-[ will give zt. 


29 And. he faid unto 
him, Thou knoweft how I have ferved thee, 
and how thy cattle was with me. 30 For7t 
was little which thou had{t before I came, and 
it is sow increafed unto a multitude; and the 
Lorp hath blefled thee fince my coming: and 
now when fhall I provide for mine own houfe’ 
alfo? 31 And he faid, What fhall I give thee? 
And Jacob faid, Fhou fhalt not give me any 
thing; if thou wilt do this thing for me, I will 
again feed and keep thy flock: 32 I will pafs 
through all thy flock to-day, removing from 
thence all the {peckled and {potted cattle, and 
all the brown cattle among the fheep, and the 
{potted and {peckled among the goats: and of 
Juch fhall be my hire. 33 So fhall my righte- 
oufnefs anfwer for me in time to come, when- 


it fhall come for my hire before thy face: eve- 


ry one that zr not. {peckled and {potted amongft 
the goats, and brown amongift the fheep; that 
fhall.be accounted ftolen with mé. 34 And 
Laban faid, Behold, I would it might be ac- 


cording to thy word. 35 And he removed that 
«day the he-goats, that were ring-ftraked and - 


fpotted, and all the fhe-goats that were f{peck- 


led and fpotted, and every one that had /jome 
} white in it, and all the brown among)the fheep, . 


cand’ gave ¢hem into the hands of his fons. 36» 
And: 
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And he fet three days journey betwixt himfelf 
and Jacob : and Jacob fed the- reft of Laban’s 
flocks. 


Here is, Firf, Jacob’s thoughts of home. He faithfully 
ferved his time out with Laban, even his fecond apprentice-, 
thip. Though he was an old man, had a growing family, to 
provide for which it was high time for him-to fet up for him- 
felf; though Laban’s fervice was hard, and he had cheated 
him in the firft bargain he had made; yet Jacob honeftly per- 
forms his engagements. Note, A good man, though he {wear 
to his own hurt, will not change. And though others have 
deceived us, that will not juftify us in deceiving them. Our 
rule is, to do as we would be done by, not as we are done 
by. Jacob’s term being expired, he begs leave to be gone, 
yer. 25. Obferve, [1.] He retained his affeétion for the 
land of Canaan, not only becaufe it was the land of his nativi- 
ty, and his father and mother were there, whom he longed to 
fee ; but becaufe it was the land of promife; and.in token of 
his dependance upon the promife of it, though he /ojeurn in 
Haran, he can by no means think of /etthng there. Thus 
thould we be affected towards our heavenly country, looking 
upon ourfelves as {trangers here, and that as our home, and 
longing to be there as foon as the days of our /ervice upon 
earth are numbered and finifhed. We muft not think of sa- 
king root here; for this is not our place and coumry, Web. 
xiii. 14. [2.] He was defirous to go to Canaan, though he 
had a great family to take with him, and no provifion yet 
made for them. He had got wives and children with Laban, 
but nothing elfe; yet he doth not folicit Laban to give him 
either a portion with his wives, or the keeping of fome of his 
children: No; all his requeft is, Give me my wives and my 
children, and fend me away, yer. 25,26. Note, Thofe 
that truft in God, and in his Providence and promife, though 
they have great families and {mall incomes, can cheerfully 
hope that he that fends mouths will fend meat. He that feeds 
the brood of the ravens, will not ftarve the feed of the righte- 
ous. 

Secondly, Laban’s defire of his ftay, ver. 27. In love to 
himfelf, not to Jacob, or to his wives or children, he {peaks 
him very fair to continue his chief fhepherd; praying him of 


all love not to leave him: If I have found favour in thine | 
Note, Churlifh felfith men know how to give - 


eyes, tarry. 
~_ good words when it is to ferve their own ends. Laban found 
that his tock had wonderfully increafed with Jacob’s good ma- 
nagement, and he owns it with very good expreflions of refpect 
both to God and Jacob: J bave learned by experience, that 
. the Lord hath blefjed me for thy fake. Obferve, : 

[t.] Laban’s learning: F have learned by experience. 
Note, There is many a profitable good leffon to be learned by 
experience. We are very unapt {cholars if we have not learn- 
ed by experience the evil of fin, the treachery of our own hearts, 
the vanity of the world, the goodnefs of God, the gains of 
godlinefs, and the like, 

[2+] Laban’s leflon. He owns, 1. That his profperity was 
owing to God’s blefling: The Lord hath bleffed me. Note, 
Worldly men, that chufe their portion in this life, are ofter 
blefled with an abundance of this world’s goods. Common 
blefings are given plentifully to many that have no title to co- 
venant-bleflings. 2, That Jacob’s piety had brought that blef- 
fing vpon him: The Lord hath bleffed me (not for my own 
fake ; let not fuch a man as Laban, that lives without God in 
the world, think that be fhall receive any thing of the Lord, 
Jam.i. 7. but) for thy fake. Note, (1. Good men are blef- 
ings to the places where they live, even there where they live 
meanly and obfcurely ; as Jacob in the field and Jofeph in the 
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prifon, Gen, xxxix. 23. (2.) God often bleffeth bad men 
with outward mercies, for the fake of their godly relations ; 


though it is feldom that they have either the wit to fee it, or 


» 


the grace to own it, as Laban did here, 


Thirdly, The new bargain they came upon, Laban’s craft 


and covetoufnefs took advantage of Jacob’s plainnefs, honefty, 


and good-nature ; and perceiving that Jacob began to be won 
upon by his fair fpeeches, inftead of making hima generous 
offer, and bidding high as he ought to have done, all things 
confidered, he puts it upon him to make his demands, ver 28. 
Appoint me thy wages; knowing he would be very modeft in 
them, and would afk lefs than he could for fhame offer. Jacob 
accordingly makes a propofal to him; in which, 
[1.] He fhews what reafon he had to infift upon fo much 5 
confidering, (1.) That Laban was bound in grazitude to do 


well for him, becaufe he had not only ferved him faithfully, - 


but very fuccefsfully, ver. 30. Yet hére obferve how he fpeaks 
like himfelf, very modeftly: Laban had faid, The Lord hath 
blefjed me for thy fake: Jacob. will not fay fo; but, Tbe Lord 


hath bleffed thee fince my conung. Note, Humble faints take , 


more pleafure in doing good than in hearing of it‘apain. (2.) 
That he himfelf was bound in duty to take care of his own fa- 
mily: Now when fhall I provide for mine own houfe' alfo ? 


Note, Faith and charity, though they are excellent thipgs, muft 


not take us off from making neceflary provifions feour own 
fupport, and the fupport of our families. Wen 
cob, truff in the Lord, and do good ; and yet 4 


mutt, like 


‘him, provide for owr own houfes alfo ; he that%doeth not, zs 


worfe than an infidel, 1 Tim. v. 8. pe 
[1.] He is willing to refer himfelf to the Providence of 
God, which he knew extends itfelf to the fmalleft things, even 


the colour of the cattle ; and he will be content to have for his _ 


wages thé fheep and goats of fuch and fuch a colour, {peckled, 
fpotted, and brown, which fhould hereafter be brought forth, 
ver. 32, 33. This he thinks will be a moft effectual way, 
both to prevent Laban’s cheating him, and to fecure himfelf 
from being fufpeéted of cheating Toa _ Some think he choie 


] this colour, becaufe in Canaan it was generally moft affected 


and delighted in: Their fhepherds in Canaan are called Ne- 
hodtens, Amos i. 1.; the fame word here ufed for Speckled, 


And Laban was willing to confent to this bargain, becaufe he . 


thought, if thofe few he had that were now /peckled and /pot- 
ted were feparated fromthe re{t, which by agreement was to 
be done immediately, the body of the flock which Jacob was 
to tend, being of one colour, either all black, or all white, 
would produce few or none of mixed colows, and fo he fh#uld 
have Jacob’s fervice for nothing, or next to nothing. Accord- 
ing to this bargain, thofe few that were party-coloured wéte 


feparated, and put into the hands of Laban’s fons, and fent- 


three days journey off; fo great was Laban’s jealoufy, left a- 
ny of thofe fhould mix with the reft of the flock to the advan- 
tage of Jacob. And now a fine bargain Jacob has made for 


himfelf! Is this his providing for his own houfe, to put it up- - 


on fuch an uncertainty? If thefe cattle bring forth, as ufually 
cattle do, young ones of the fame colour with themfelves, he 
mutt {till ferve for nothing, and be a drudge and a beggar all 
the days of his life: But he éaows whom he hag trwfted; and 
the event fhewed, (1.) That he took the beft way that 
could be with Laban, who.otherwife would certainly have been 
too hard for him. And, (2.) That it was not in vain to rely 
upon the Divine Providence, which owns and bleffes honeft 
humble diligence. Thofe that find men whom they deal with 


unjaft and unkind, fhall not find God fo, but that fome way 


or other he will right the injured, and be a good paymafter to 
thofe that commit their caule to him. aye 
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Chap. XXX. 


3794 And Jacob took him rods of green pop- 
‘Yar, and of the hafel and chefnut-tree; and 
peeled white ftrakes in them, and made the 
white appear which was in the rods. 38 And 
he fet the rods which he had peeled before the 
flocks in the gutters in the watering-troughs, 
- when the flocks came to drink; that they fhould 
conceive when they came to drink. 39 And 
- the flocks conceived before the rods, and brought 
forth cattle ring-ftraked, fpeckled, and fpotted. 
40 And Jacob did feparate the lambs, and fet 
-the faces of the flocks towards the ring-ftraked, 
and all the brown in the flock of Laban: and 
he put his own flocks by themfelves; and put 
them not unto Laban’s cattle. 41 And it came 
to pafs whenfoever the ftronger cattle-did con- 
ceive, that Jacob laid the rods before the eyes 
of the cattle in the gutters, that they might 
conceive among the rods. 42 But when the 
cattle were feeble, he put zhemnot in: fo the 
feebler wgere Laban’s, and the ftronger Jacob’s. 
43 And the man mcereafed exceedingly, and 
had much cattle, and maid-fervants, and men- 
fervants, and camels, and affes. 


Here is Jacob’s honeft policy to make his bargain more ad- 
vantageous to himfelf than it was likely to be: And if he had 
not taken fome courfe to help himfelf, it would have been an 
ull bargain indeed, which he knew Laban would never have 
confidered, but would havebeen well pleafed to fee him a lofer, 
fo little did he confult any one’s intereft but his own. Now 
Jacob’s contrivances were, 

[1.] To fet peeled fticks before the cattle where they were 
watered, that looking much at thofe unufual party-coloured 
{ticks, by the power of imagination they might bring forth 
young ones in like manner party-coloured, ver. 37,39. Pro- 
bably this cuftom was commonly ufed by the fhepherds of Ca- 

-naan, who coveted to have their cattle of this motely colour. 
Note, It becomes a man to be mafter of his trade, whatever 
it is ; and to be not only induftrious but ingenious in it, and 
to be verfed in all its lawful arts and myfteries ; for what is a 
man but his trade? There is di/eretion which God teaches 
the hufbandman, (as plain a trade as that is,) and which he 
ought to learn, Ifa. xxviii. 26. 

[2.] When he began to have a {tock of ring-frabed and 
brown, he contrived to fet them firft, and to put the faces of 
the reft towards them, with the fame defign as he did the for- 
mer ; but would not let his own that were smotely-coloured, 
look at Laban’s that were /el/f-co/oured, ver. 4o. Strong im- 
preffions, it feems, are made by the eye, with which therefore 
we have need to make a covenant. 

[3.] When he found his project fucceeded through the fpe- 


cial blefling of God upon it, he contrived, by ufing it only with. 


the ftronger cattle, to fecure to himfelf thofe that were moft 
yaluable, leaving the feebler to Laban, ver. 41, 42. Thus Fa- 
cob increafed exceedingly, ver. 43. and grew very rich ina 
little time. This fuccefs of his policy, it is true, was not fuf- 
ficient to juftify it, if there had been any thing fraudulent or 
unjuft in it’; which we are fure there was not, for he did it by 
divine direction, chap. xxxi.12. Nor was there any thing in 
~ he thing itfelf, but the honeft improvement of a fair bargain, 
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which the Divine Providence wonderfully profpered, both in 
juftice to Jacob, whom Laban had wronged and dealt hardly 
with, and in purfuance of the particular promifes made to him 
of the tokens of the divine favour. Note, Thofe who, while 
their beginning 1s fall, are humble and hone(t, contented and 
induftrious, are in a likely way to fee their fatter end greatly 
increafing : He that is faithful in a little, fhall be intrufted 
with more; he that is faithful in that which is another man’s, 
fhall be intrufted with fomething of his own. Jacob, that had 
been:a juft fervant, became a rich matter. 


€.fi A Po XXXI. 

Facob was a very honeft good man, a man of great devotion 
and integrity; and yet he had more trouble and vesation 
than any of the patriarchs. Hehad left his father’s houfe 
in a fright, came to his uncle im diftrefs, very hard ufuge 
he had met with there, and now 1s going back furrounded 
with fears. Here is, 1. His refolucion to return, ver. 1, 
—16. Il. His clandefline departure, ver. 1'7,—21. III. 
Laban’s purfurt of him in difpleafure, ver. 22,—25. IV. 
The hot words that paffed between them, ver. 26,—42. 
V. Their amicable agreement at laft, ver. 4.3, ad fin. 

ND he heard the words of Laban’s fons, 
faying, Jacob hath taken away all that 

was our father’s; and of that which was our » 
father’s hath he gotten all this glory. 2 And 

Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and 

behold, it was not toward him as before. 3 And 

the Lorp faid unto Jacob, Return unto the 

land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred ; and I 

will be with thee. 4 And Jacob fent and call. 

ed Rachel and Leah to the field unto his flock, 


_5 And faid unto them, I fee your father’s coun- 


tenance, that it 7s not toward me as before: but 
the God of my father hath been with me. 6 
And ye know that.with all my power I have 
ferved your father. 7 And your father hath 
deceived me, and changed my wages ten times: 
but God fuffered him not to hurt me. 8 If he 
faid thus, The fpeckled fhall be thy wages ; 


then all the cattle bare fpeckled: and if he faid 


thus, The ring-ftraked fhall be thy hire ; then. 


bare all the cattle ring-ftraked. o Thus God 


hath taken away the cattle of your father, and 
given them to me. 10 And it came to pafs at 
the time that the cattle conceived, that I lifted 
up mine eyes, and faw in a dream, and behold — 
the rams which leaped upon the cattle were 
ring-ftraked, fpeckled, and grifled. xz And 
the angel of God fpake unto me in a dream, 
Saying, Jacob: and I faid, Here amI. 12 And 
he faid, Lift up now thine eyes and fee, all the. 
rams which leap upon the cattle are ring-ftra- 
ked, fpeckled, and grifled: for I have feen all 
that Laban doth unto thee. 13 I am the God 
of Beth-el, where thou anointedft the pillar, and 
where thou vowedft a vow unto me: now arife, 
get thee out from this land, and return unto 
U | the 
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the land of thy kindred. 14 And Rachel and 
. Leah anfwered, and faid unto him, Js there yet 
any portion or inheritance for us in our father’s 
houfe? 15 Are we not counted of him ftran- 
gers? for he hath fold us, and hath quite de- 
voured alfo our‘money. 16 Fox all the riches 
which God hath taken from our fathef, that zs 
ours, and our children’s: now then whatfoever 
God hath faid unto thee, do. 


/ Jacob is here taking up a refelution prefently to quit his un- 
cle’s fervice; to take what he had, and go back to Canaan. 
And this refolution he took up upon a juft provocation, by az 
vine dire&ion, and with the advice and confent of his wives. 

Firfl, Upon a juft provocation ; for Laban and Ars fons were 
become very crofs and il-natured towards him, fo that he could 
not {tay among them with fafety and fatisfaction. 

[1.] Laban’s fons thewed it in what they /aid, ver. 1. Tt 


-fhould feem they faid it in Jacob’s hearing, with a defign to — 


_ vex him. The laft chapter began with Rachel’s envying Leah, 

this begins with Laban’s fons envying Jacob, Obferve, (1.) 
How greatly they magnify Jacob’s profperity. ‘* He has got- 
ten all this glory.” And what was this glory that they make 
fo much ado about? It was a parcel of brown fheep, and /pec- 
Aled goats, (and perhaps the fine colours made them feem 
more glorious,) and fome camels and affes, and fuch like tra- 
cing; and that was a// this glory. Note, Riches are glorious 
things in the eyes of carnal people; while to all thofe that are 
converfant with heavenly things, they have no glory in com- 
parifon with the glory which excelleth. Mens over-valuing 
worldly wealth, is that fundamental error which is the root of 
covetoufnefs, envy, and all evil. .(2.) How bafely they refleé&t 
upon Jacob’s fidelity ; asif what he had, he had not gotten 
honeftly. Jacob has taken away all that was our father’s. 
Not all, fure: What was become of thofe cattle which were 
committed to the cuftody of Laban’s fons, and fent three days 
journey off? chap. xxx. 35, 36. They mean all that was 
committed to him; but fpeaking invidioufly, they exprefs them- 
felves thus generally. 
to keep a good confcience, yet cannot always be fure of a good 
name. 2. This is one of the vanities and vexgtians which 
attend outward profperity, that it makes a man to be envied of 
his neighbours, Hecl. iv. 4.; and who can fland before envy? 
Proy. xxvii. 4. Whom heayen d/efes, hell curfes, and all zts 
children on earth, 

[2.] Laban himfelf {aid little: But his countenance was 
not towards Jacob as it ufed to be, and Jacob could not but 
take notice of it, ver. 2, 5. He was but a churl at the beft, 
but now he was more churlifh than formerly. Note, Envy is 
a fin that often appears in the countenance; hence we read of 
an evi/ eye, Prov, xxiii. 6. Sour looks may do a great deal 
towards the ruin of peace and love in a family, and the making 
of thofe uneafy whofe comfort we ought to be tender of. -La- 
ban’s angry countenance loft him the greateft blefling his fami- 
ly ever Had, and juftly. 

Secondly, He refolved it by divine diretion, and under the 
convoy of a promife, ver. 3. The Lord faid unto Jacob, Re- 
turn. and I will be with thee. Though Jacob had met with 
very hard ufage here, yet he would not quit his place till God 
bid him: He came fhither by orders from heaven, and there 
he would ftay till he was ordered back. ‘Note, It is our.du- 
ty to /er ourfe/ves, and it will be our comfort to fee our'- 
elves, under: God’s guidance, both in our going out and in 
our coming in. The direétion he had from heaven is more 
fully related in the account he gives of it to his wives, ver. 
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 infenfibly. 


Note, 1. Thofe that are ever fo careful, 


Chap. XXXI. 


10) II, 12,13.: Where he tells them of the dream he had a- 
bout the cattle, and the wonderful increafe of thofe of his co- 
lour ; and how the angel of God, in that dream, (for I fup- 
pofe the dream fpoken of, ver. 19. and that, ver. 11. to be the 
fame,) took notice of the workings of his fancy in his fleep, 
and inftruéted him, that it was not by chance, nor by his own 
policy, that he obtained that great advantage ; but, [1.] By 
the Providence of God, who had taken notice of the hard{hips 
Laban had pat upon him, and took this way to right him: 
© For I have feen all that Laban doeth unto thee, and herein 
I have an eye to that.” Note, There is more of equity in the 
diftributions of the Divine Providence than we are aware of}; 
and by them. the wronged are righted really, though perhaps 
Nor was it only by the juftice of Providence that 
Jacob was thus enriched; but, [2.] In performance of the 
promife, intimated in.that, ver. 13. 1 2m the God of Beth-el. 
That was the place where the covenant was renewed with him. 
Note, Worldly profperity and fuccefs is then doubly fweet and 
comfortable, when we fee it flowing not from common provi- 
dence, but from covenant love; to perform the mercy promi- 


| fed; when we have it from God as the God of Beth-el, from 


thofe promifes of the life which now is, that belongs to godii- 
nefs. Even when he had. this hopeful profpeét of growing 
rich with Laban, he muft think of returning. "When the 
world begins to {mile upon us, we muft remember it is not our 
home. Now arife, (ver. 13.) and reiurn, (1.) To thy de- 
votions in Canaan, the folemnities of which had perhaps been 
much intermitted while he was with Laban. ‘The times of 
this fervitude God had winked at; but now relurn to the place 
where thou anointedf the pillar, and vowedfi ihe vow. Now 
thou beginneft to grow rich, it is time to think of an altar and 
facrifices again. (2.) To thy comforts in Canaan: ‘* Return 
to the land of thy kindred.” He was here among his near 
kindred ; but thofe only he muft look spon as his kindred, 
the kindred he muft live and die with, to whom pertained 
the covenant. Note, The heirs of Canaan muft never reckon 
themfelves at home till they come thither, however they may 
feem to take root here. 
Thirdly, He refolved it with the knowledge and confent of 
his wives. He fent for Rachel and Leah to him to the field, 
ver. 4. either that he might difcourfe them more privately ; or 


‘becaufe one would not come to the other’s apartment, and he 


would willingly talk with them together; or becaufe he had 
work to do #7 the fielg-which he would not leave. Note, Huf- 
bands that love their wives will communicate their purpofes 
and intentions to them. Where there is a mutual affeétion- 
there will be a mutual confidence: And the prudence of the. 
wife fhould engage the heart of her hufband fafely to ¢ruff in 
her, Prov. xxxi. 11. He told his wives, : 

[t.] How faithfully he had ferved their father, ver. 6. 
Note, If others do not do their duty to us, yet we fhall have. 
the comfort of having done ours to them. 

[2.] How unfaithfully their father had dealt with him, ver. 
7. He would never ftick'to any bargain that he made with: _ 
him ;- but after the firft year, ftill as he faw Providence favour. 
Jacob with the colour agreed on, every half-year of the remain- 
ing five he changed it for fome other colour, which made it ten 
umes; as if he thought not only to deceive Jacob, but to de-- 
ceive the Divine Providence which manifeftly {miled upon him, 
a Thofe that deal honeftly, are not always honeftly dealt 
with. 

‘£3.] How God had owned him notwith{tanding 3 not on-. 
ly protecting him from Laban’s ill-will, (God /uffered him not 
‘0 burt me. Note, Thofe that keep clofe to God fhall be 
kept fafe by him,) but providing plentifully for him, notwith-. 
{landing Laban’s defign to ruin him, ver. 9: God bas taken 


away the cattle of your father, and given them to me. Thus . | 


the- 
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the righteous God paid Jacob for his hard fervice out of La- 
ban’s eftate ; as afterwards he paid the feed of Jacob for their 
fervice of the Egyptians, with their fpoils. Note, 1. God is 
not unrighteous to forget his people’s work and labour of love, 
though men be fo, Heb vi. rc. Providence has ways of 
making thofe honeft in the event that are not fo in their defign. 
2. The wealth of the fiiner is laid up for the juft, Prov. 
Xili. 22. 

_. [4.] He told them of the command God‘had given him 
in a dream to return to his own country, (ver. 13.) that they 
might not fufpeé&t his refolution to arife. from inconftancy, or 
any difaffection to their country or family, but might fee it to 
proceed from a principle of obedience to his God, and depend- 
ance on him. : 

Laftly, Fis wives cheerfully confented to his refolution. 
‘They alfo remonftrate their grievances, complaining, That their 
father had been not only unkind but unzuff to them, ver: 14, 
—16.: That he looked upon them as ftrangers, and was with- 
out natural affection towards them; and whereas Jacob had 
looked upon the wealth which God had pafled over from La- 
ban to him as zs wages, they look upon it as therr portzons ; 
fo that both ways God forced Laban to pay his debts, both 
to his fervant, and to his daughters, Sothen it feemed, (1.) 
They were weary of their owm peop/e and their father’s hou/e, 
and could 'eafuy forget them. . Note, This good ufe we fhould 
make of the unkind ufage we meet with from the world, We 
fhould fit the more loofe to it, and be willing to leave it, and 
defirous to be at home. (2.) They‘were willing to go a- 
long with their hufband, and to put themfelves with him un- 
der the divine condu&: Whatfoever God hath faid unto 
thee, do. Note, Thofe wives that are their hufbands meet 
helps, will mever be their hindrances in doing that which God 
calls them to. 


17 ¢ Then Jacob rofe up, and fet his fons 
_ and his wives upon camels. 18 And he carried 
away all his cattle, and all his goods which he 
had gotten, the cattle of his getting, which he 
had gotten in Padan-aram, for to go to [aac his 
father in the land of Canaan. 1g And Laban 
- went to fhear his fheep: and Rachel had ftolen 
the images that were her father’s. 20 And 
Jacob ftole away unawares to Laban the Syrian, 
in that he told him not that he fled. 21 So 
he fled with all that he had, and he rofe up, and 
pafied over the river, and fet his face toward 
the mount Gilead. 22 And it was told Laban 
on the third day that Jacob was fled. 23 And 
he took his brethren with him, and purfued af- 
ter him feven days journey; and they over- 
took him in the mount Gilead. 24 And God 
came to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, 
and faid unto him, Take heed that thon {peak 
not to Jacob either good or bad. 


Here is, Fir/, Jacob’s flight from Laban. We may fup- 
pofe he had been long confidering of it, and cafting about for 
it; but when now at lalt God had given him pofitive orders 

*to go, he made no delay, nor was he difobeient to the bea- 
venly vsfion. The firft opportunity that offcred itfelf, he laid 
hold on, when Laban was fhearing his fheep, ver. 19. that 
part of his lock which was in the hands of his fons three days 
journey off. Now, [1.] It is certain it was lawful for Jacob 
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to leave his fervice fuddenly, without giving a quarter's warn- 
ing. It was not only juftified by the particular inftructions 
God gave him; but warranted by the fundamental law. of felf- 
prefervation, which direéts us, when we are in danger, to fhift 
for our own fafety, as far as we can do it without wronging 
our confciences. [2.] It was his prudence to fea/ away una- 
wares to Laban; \elt if Laban had known, he fhould have 
hindered him, or plundered him. [3.] Lt was honeftly done 
to take no more than Ais avn with him, the cattle of bis get- 
ting, ver. 18. He took what Providence gave him, and was 
content with that, and would not take the repair of his dama- 
ges into his own hands. , Yet Rachel was not fo honeft as het 
hufband ; fhe tole Aer father’s tmages, (ver. 1g) and carried 
them away with her. The Hebrews call them Veraphim. 
Some think they were only little reprefentations of the ancef- 
tors of the family in ftatue or picture, which Rachel hada 
particular fondnefs for, and was defirous to have with her now 
fhe was going into another country. | It fhould rather feem 
they were images for a religious ule; Penates, Houfebold-gods, 
either worfhipped, or confulted as oracles: And we are will. 
ing to hope (with Bifhop Patrick) that fhe took them away, 


“not out of covetoufnefs of the rich metal: they were made of, 


much lefs for her own ufe, or out of any fuperititious fear, left 
Labanby confulting his seraphim might know which way they 
were gone; Jacob, no doubt, dealt with his wives as a man of 
knowledge, and they were better taught than fo; but with a 
defign to convince her father of the folly of his regard to 
thofe as gods which could not fecure themfelves, Ifa. xvi. 1, 2. 

Secondly, Laban’s purfuit of Jacob. Tidings were brought 
him on the third day, that Jacob was fled: He immediately 
raifes the whole clan; takes 47s brethren, i.-e. the relations of 
his family that were all in his interefts ; and he purfues Jacob, 
{as Pharaoh and his Egyptians afterwards purfued the feed of. 
Jacob,) to bring him back into bondage again, or with defign 
to {trip him of what he had. Seven days journey he marched 
in purfuit of him, ver. 23. He would not have taken half that 
pains to have vifited his beft friends. But the truth is, bad men . 
will do more to ferve their finful paflions, than good men will 
to ferve their juft affe€tions, and are more vehement in their 
anger than in their love. 

Well, at length Laban overtook him; and the very night 
before he came up with him, God interpofed in the quarrel, re- 
buked Laban, and fheltered Jacob, charging Laban not to 
fpeak unto him either good or bad, ver. 24, 1. e. fay nothing 
againft his going on with his journey, for the thing proceedeth 
from the Lord. The fame Hebraifm we have, Gen. xxiv. 
go. Laban, during his feven days march, had been full of 
rage again{t Jacob, and was now full of hopes that his /u/f? 
Should be fatisfied upon bim, (Exod. xy. 9.:) But God comes 
to him, and with one word ties his hands, though he does not 
turn his heart. Note, (1.) In a dream, and in flumberings 
upon the bed, God has ways of opening the ears of men, and 
Sealing their infiruion, Job xxxiii. 15, 16. Thus he ad- 
monifheth men by their confciences, in fecret whifpers, which 
the man of wifdom will hear and heed. (2.) The fafety of 
good men is very much owing to the hold God has of the con- 
{ciences of bad men, and the accefs he has to them. (3.) God 
fometimes appears wonderfully for the deliverance of his peo- 
ple, then when they are upon the very brink of ruin. ‘The 


_ Jews were faved from Haman’s plot when: the king’s decree 


drew near to be put in execution, Efth. ix 1. 


25 & Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now 
Jacob had pitched his tent in the mount: and 
Laban with his brethren pitched in the mount 
of Gilead. 26 And Laban faid to Jacob, What 
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haft thou done, that thou haft ftolen away una- 
wares to me, and carried away my daughters, 
as captives taken with the fword? 27 Where- 
fore didft thou flee away fecretly, and fteal a- 
way from me? and didft not tell me, that: 1 
might have fent thee away with mirth, and 
with fongs, with tabret, and with harp? 28 


And haft not fuffered me to kifs my fons and: 
my daughters? thou haft now done foolifhly- 


in fo doing. 29 It is in the power of my hand 
to do you hurt: but the God of your father 
fpake unto me yefternight, faying, Take thou 
heed that thou {peak not to Jacob either good 
or bad. 30 And now though thou wouldeft 
needs be gone, becaufe thou fore longedft after 
thy father’s houfe ; yet wherefore haft thou {to- 
en my gods? 31 And Jacob anfwered and faid 


to Laban, Becaufe I was afraid: for I faid, Per-- 


adventure thou wowldeft take by force thy 
daughters from me. 32 With whomfoever 
thou findeft thy gods, let him not live: be- 
fore our brethren difcern thou what zs thine 
with me, and take z¢ to thee: for Jacob knew 
not that Rachel had ftolen them. 33 And 
Laban went into Jacob’s tent, and into Leah’s 
tent, and into the two maid-fervants tents; 
but he found them not. Then went he out 
of Leah’s tent, and entered into Rachel’s tent. 
34 Now Rachel had taken the images, and 
put them in the camel’s furniture, and fat 
upon them: and Laban fearched. all the tent, 
but found them not. 35 And fhe faid to her 
father, Let it not difpleafe my lord that I can- 
not rife up before thee; for the cuftom of wo- 
men is upon me: and he fearched, but found 
not the images. 

We have here the rea/onimg, not to fay the rallying, that 
was between Laban. and Jacob, at their meeting in that moun- 
tain which was afterward called Gz/ead, ver. 25. Here is, 

Firft, The high charge which Laban exhibited againft him. 

[1-] He accufes him as a rumagave, that had unjuftly de- 
ferted his fervice. To reprefent him as a criminal he will 
have it thought that he intended kindnefs to his daughters, 
ver. 27, 28.; that he would have difmiffed them with all the 
marks of love and honour that could be; that he would:have 
made a folemn bufinefs of its; would have kiffed his little 
grand-children, (and that was all he would have given them ;) 
and, according to the foolifh cuftom of the country, would 
have fent them away wth mirth and with fongs, with tabret 
and with harp: Not as Rebekah was fent away out of the 


riment ; which was a fign that religion was very much decay- 
ed in the family, and they had loft their ferioufnefs. Howe- 
ver, he pretends they fhould have been treated with refpeét at 
parting. Note, It is common for ill men, when they are dif- 
appointed in their malicious projects, to pretend that they de- 
‘igned nothing but what was kind and faire When they cans 
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fame family above one hundred and twenty years before, with © 
prayers and bleflings, chap. xxiv. 60.; but with {port and mer-~ 


Chap. KRY, 


not do the mifchief they intended, they are loth it fhould be 
thought that ever they intended it. Whten they have not sone 
what they fhould have done, they come of with this excufe, 
that they would have done it. Men may thus be deceived, 
but God cannot. He likewife fuggefts, that Jacob had fome _ 
ill defign in flealing away thus, (ver. 26.) that he took his 
wives away as captives. Note, Thofe that mean ill themfelves, 
are moft apt to put the worft conftruétion upon what others do 
innocently. ‘The infinuating and aggravating of faults, are the 
artifices of a defigning malice; and thofe mutt be reprefented 
(though ever fo unjuftly) as intending ill, againft whom ill is 
intended. Upon the whole matter, (1.) He boats of his own 
power, ver. 29. Ji ws in the power of my hand to do you 
hurt. He fuppofeth that he had both right on his fide, a good 
action (as we fay) againft Jacob; and ftrength on his fide, 
either to revenge the wrong, or recover the right. Note, Ill 
people commonly value themfelves much upon their power to_ 
do hurt; whereas a power to do good is much more valuable : 
And thofe that will do nothing to makethemfelves amiable, 
love to be thought formidable. And yet, (2.) He owns him- - 
felf under the check and reftraint of God’s power ; and though 
it redounded much to the credit and comfort of Jacob, he can- 
not avoid telling him the caution God had given him the night 
before in a dream, Speak not to Facob good or bad. Note, 
As God has all wicked inftruments in a chain; fo when he 
pleafes he can make them fenfible of it, and force them to own 
it to his praife as protector of the good, as Balaam did. Or 
we may look upon this as an inftance of fome confcience La- 
ban made of God’s exprefs prohibitions. As bad as he was, 
he durft not injure one whom he faw to be the particular care 
of heaven. Note, A great deal of mifchief would be prevent-. - 
ed if men would but attend to the caveats which their own 
confciences give them in flumberings upon the bed, and regard 
the voice of God in them. - 

[2.] He aceufes him as a thzef; ver. 30. Rather than own 
that he had given him any colour of provocation to depart, he 
is willing to impute it to a foolifh fondnefs he had for Azs fa- 
ther’s houfe, which made him that he would needs be gone ; 
but then (faith he) Wherefore haft thou flolen my gods 2 
Foolifh man! to call thofe his gods that could be ftolen! — 
Could he expeét proteétion from them that could neither refift 
nor difcover their invaders? Happy are they who have the 
Lord for their God, for they have a God that they cannot be 
robbed of : Enemies may {teal our goods, but not our God. 
Here Laban lays to Jacob’s charge rhings that he knew not . 
the common diftrefs of opprefled innocency. Sys al ib 

Secondly, Jacob’s apology for himfelf. Thofe that commit 
their caufe to God, yet are not forbidden to plead it themfelves 
with meekne/s and fear. ee! 

[1.] As to the charge of ftealing away his own wives, he 
clears himfelf, by giving the true reafon why he went away 
unknown to Laban, ver. 31. He feared left Laban would dy 
Jorce take away his daughters, and {fo oblige him, by the bond 
of his affeGtion to his wives to continue in his fervice. Note, 
Thofe that are unjuft in the leaft, it may be fafpe@ed will be un- 
juft alfo in much, Luke xvi. 10. If Laban deceived Jacob in his 
wages, it is likely he will make no confcience of robbing him of 
his wives, and putting thofe afunder whom God hath joined to- 
gether. What may not be feared from men that have no prin 
ciple of honefty? 

[2.] As to the charge of ftealing Laban’s gods, jhe pleads, 
Not guilty, ver. 32. He not only did not take them himfelf, 
{he was not fo fond of them, ) but he did not know that they 
were taken, Yet perhaps he fpoke too haitily and inconfider. 
ately when he faid, * Whoever has taken them, /et him not 
five ;” and might refledt upon it with fome bitternefs, when, not 

een long 


“Chap. XX XT. 


long after, Rachel who. had taken them died faddenly in tra- 


vail. How jutt foever we think ourfelves to be; it is belt to 


forbear imprecations, le(t they fall heavier than we imagine. © 

Thirdly, The diligent, fearch Laban made for his gads, ver. 
33,—3 5-3 partly out of hatred to facob, whom he would 
gladly have an occafion to quarrel with; partly out of love to 
his idols, which he was loth to part with. We do not find 
that he fearched Jacob’s flocks for ftolen cattle ; but he fearch- 
ed his furniture for ftolen gods. He was of -Micah’s mind, 
Ye have taken away my gods, and what have Imore? Judg. 
xviii, 24. Were the worfhippers of falfe gods fo fet upon 
their idols ?.did they thus walk in the:name of their gods? and 
thall not we be as folicitous in our inquiries after the true God? 
When he is juftly departed from us, how carefully fhould we 
afk, Where is God my Maker? 0 that I knew where I might 
find bie 2? Job xxiii. 3. Laban, after all his fearches, miffed 
of finding his gods, and was baffled in his inquiry with a fham; 
but our God will not only be found of thofe that feek him, but 
they fhall find him their bountiful rewarder. - 


36 4 And Jacob was wroth, and chode with 
Laban: and Jacob anfwered, and faid to Laban, 
What zs my trefpafs? what 7s my fin, that thou 
haft fo hotly purfued after me? 37 Whereas 
thou haft fearched all my ftuff, what haft thou 
found of all thy houfehold-ftuff? fet iz here be- 
fore my brethren and thy brethren, that they 
may judge betwixt us both. 38 This twenty 
years have I been with thee; thy ewes and thy 
fhe-goats have not caft their young, and the 
rams of thy flock. have I not eaten. 39 That 
which was torn of bea/ts, I brought not unto 
thee, I bare the lofs of it; of my hand didft 
thou require it, whether ftolen by day or {to- 
len by night. 40 Z4us I was, in the day the 
drought confumed me, and the froft by night ; 
and my fleep departed from mine eyes. 41 
Thus have I been twenty years in thy houfe ; I 
ferved thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, 
and fix years for thy cattle: and thou haft 
changed my wages ten times. 42 Except the 
God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the 

fear of Ifaac had been with me, furely thou 
hadft fent me away now empty :.God hath feen 
mine affliCtion and the labour of my hands, and 
rebuked ¢hee yefternight. 

See in thefe verfes, [1.] The power of provocation.. Ja- 
cob’s natural temper was mild and calm, and grace had im- 
proved it; he was a {mooth man, and a plain man ; and yet 


Laban’s ‘unreafonable carriage towards him put him into a 
heat that tranfported him into fome indeceney, ver. 36, 37. 


His chiding with Laban was exeu/ablr, but not juftifiable 5. 


nor is it written for our imitation. Grievous words ftir up 
anger, and commonly do but make ill worfe. It is a very 

great affront to one that bears an honelt mind, to be charged 

with difhonefty ; and yet even that we muft learn to bear with 
" patience, committing our caufe to God. 

_ [2.] The comfort of a good confcience. ‘This was Jacob’s 

rejoicing, that when Laban accufed him, his own confcience 
- acquitted him, and witneffed for him, that he had been in a// 
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~ were znfitled to it as their own. 


‘qual. 


 prefervation, and give him the glory of it. 
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things willing and careful to live hone/tly, Heb, xiii. 18. 
Note, Thofe that in.any employment have dealt faithfully, if 
they cannot obtain the credit of it with men, yet fhall have the 
comfort of it in their own bofoms. 

[3.] The character of a good fervant, and particularly of a 
faithful fhepherd : Jacob had approved himfelf fuch a one, ver. 
38, 40. (1.) He was very careful, fo that through his over- 
fight or negleét the ewes did not caft their young: His piety 
alfo procured a bleffing upon his mafter’s effects that were uns 
der his hands. Note, Servants fhould take no lefs care of 
what they are zntruffed with for their mafters, than if they 
(2.) He was very honeft;- 
and took none of that for his own eating which was not al- 
lowed him. He contented himfelf with mean-tate, and coye- 
ted not to feaft upon the rams of the flock. Note, Servants , 
muft not be dainty in their food, nor covet what is forbidden 


_ them, but in that and other inftances fhew all good fidelity. 


(3.) He was very laborious, ver. 40. He ftuck to his bufi- 
nefs all weathers; and bore both heat and cold with invincible 
patience. Note, Men of bufinefs that intend to make fome- 
thing of it, muft refolve to endure hardnefs. Jacob is here 
an example to minifters: They alfo are fhepherds, of whom’ 
it is required, that they be true to their trult, and willing to 
take pains. 

[4.] The charaGter of a hard matter: Laban had been 
fuch a one to Jacob. Thofe are ill mafters, (1.) Who exaé& 
from their fervants that which is unjuft, by obliging them to 


' make good that which is not damaged by any default of theirs. 


This Laban did, ver. 39. Nay, if there have been a neglect, 
yet it is unjuft to punifh above the proportion of the fault. 
That, may be an inconfiderable damage to the mafter, which 
would go near to ruin a poor fervant. (2.) Thofe alfo are ill 
mafters who deny to their fervants that which is juft and e- 
This- Laban did, ver. 41. -It was unreafonable for 
him to make Jacob ferve for his daughters, when he had 
in reverfion fo great an eftate fecured to him by the promife 
of God himfelf: As it was alfo to give him-his daughters 
without portions, when it was in the power of his hands to do 
well forthem. Thus he robbed the poor becaufe be was 
poor; as he did alfo by changang his wages. 

[5.] The care of Providence for the proteétion of injured 
innocency, ver. 42. _ God took cognifance of the wrong done 
to. Jacob;-and repaid him, whom Laban would otherwife have 
Sent empty away; and rebuked Laban, who otherwife would 
have fwallowed him up. Note, God is the patron of the op- 
prefled : And thofe who are wronged and yet not ruined, caf? 
down and yet not defiroyed, mult acknowledge him in their 
Obferve, 1. Jacob 
{peaks of God as the God of fis father ; intimating, that he 


. thought himfelf unworthy to be thus regarded, but was de/o- 


ved for bis father’s fake. 2. He calls him the God of Abra- 


ham, and the fear. of Lfaac: for Abraham was dead, and 


gone to that world where perfect love calts out fear; but Ifaac 
was yet alive; fanétifying the Lord in his heart as Avs fear. 
and his dread. - 


43° And Laban: anfwered, and faid unto 
Jacob, Thefe daughters are my daughters, and ° 
tbefe children are my children, and the/e cattle 
are my cattle, and all that thou feeft zs mine: 


and what can I.do this day. unto thefe my. 


daughters, or unto their children which they. 
have born? 44 Now therefore come thon, let 
us make a covenant, I and thou; and let it be 

for 
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for a witnefs between me and thee. 45 And 
Jacob took a flone, and fet it up fur a pillar. 
46 And Jacob faid unto his brethren, Gather 
ftones; .and they took ftones, and made an 


heap: and they did eat there upon the heap, 


47 And Laban called it Jegar-fahadutha : but 
Jacob called it Galeed. 48 And Laban faid, 
This heap zs a witnefs between me and thee 
_ this day. Therefore was the name of it Cals 
led Galeed : 49 And Mizpah; for he faid, The 
Lorp watch between me and thee, when we 
are abfent one from another, 50 If thou fhalt 
afflict my. daughters, or if thou fhalt take other 
wives befides my daughters, no man is with 
us; fee, God is witnefs betwixt me and thee. 


51 And Laban faid to Jacob, Behold this heap, | 


and behold this pillar, which I have caft be- 
twixt me and thee; 52 This heap de witnefs, 
and this pillar be witnefs, that I will not pafs o- 
ver this heap to thee, and that thou fhalt not 
pafs over this heap and this pillar unto me, for 
harm. 53 The God of Abraham, and the God 
of Nahor, the God of their father, judge be- 
twixt us. And Jacob fware by the fear of his 
father Ifaac. »54 Then Jacob offered facrifice 
upon the mount, and called his brethren to eat 
bread: and they did eat bread, and tarried all 
night in the mount. 55 And early in the morh- 
ing Laban rofe up, and kiffed his fons, and his 
daughters, and bleffed them: and Laban de- 
parted, and returned unto his place. 


We have here the compromifing of the matter betwéen La- 
ban and Jacob. Laban had ngthing to fay in reply to Jacob’s 
remonftrance: He could neither juftify himfelf nor condemn 
Jacob, but was convicted by his own confcience of the wrong 
he had done him; and therefore defires to hear no more of 
that matter. He is not willing to own himfelf in a fault, nor 
to afk Jacob forgivenefs, and make him fatisfaction, as he ought 
to have done: But, 

1. He turns it off with a profeflion of kindnefs for Jacob’s 
swives and children, ver. 43. Thefe daughters are my daugh- 
ters, When he cannot excufe what he has done, he doth in 
effet own what he fhould have done: He fhould have treated 
them as has own, but he had counted them as /tranger#, ver. 
15. Note, It is common for thofe who are without_ natural 
affeCtion, to pretend much to it when it will ferve a turn. Or 
perhaps Laban faidthis in a varn-g/orious way, as.one that 
loved to talk brg, great [welling words of vanity; Al that 
thou feeft is mine: It was not fo, it was all !acub’s, and he 

_hadspaid dear for it; yet Jacob let him have his faying, -per- 
ceiviny him coming into a better humour. Note, Property lies 
near the hearts of worldly people. ‘They love to brag of it, 
This is mine, and the other is mine; as Nabal, 1 Sam. xxv. 
11. My bread and my water. 

2. He propofeth a covenant of friendfhip between them, 
which Jacob readily agrees to, without infifting upon Laban’s 
fubmiffion, much lefs his reftitution. Note, When quarrels hap- 
pen, we fhould be willing to be friends again upon any terms: 
Peace and love are fuch valuable jewels, that we can fearce 
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‘buy them too dear. Better fit down lofers than go on in ftrife. 


Now obferve here, | : Seba 
Fir?,.The fubftance of this covenant. Jacob left it wholly, 
to Laban to fettle it, ‘The tenor of it was, (1.) That Jacob 
fhould be a good hufband to his wives; that he fhould not. 
afflict them, nor marry other ewvives befides themy ver. 50. 
Jacob had never given him any caufé to fufpe&t that he would 
be any other than a kind hufband; yet, as if he had, he was 
willing to come under this engagement. ‘Though Laban had - 
affliated them himfelf, yet he will bind Jacob that he fhal! not 
afflict them. Note, Thofe that are xjurrous themfelves, are 
commonly moft jealous of others: and thofe that do not 
do their own duty, are moft peremptory in demanding duty 
from others. (2.) That he fhould never be an ill neighbour 
to Laban, ver. 52. It was agreed, that no act of hoftility 
fhould ever pafs between them; that Jacob fhould forgive and 
forget all the wrongs he had received, and not remember them 
again{t Laban or his family in after-times. Note, We may 
refent an injury which yet we may not revenge. 

Secondly, The ceremony of this covenant. It was made 
and ratified with great folemnity, according to the ufages of 
thofe times. [1.] A pillar was erected, ver. 45. and a heap 
of {tones raifed, ver. 46. to perpetuate the memory of the 
thing ; the way of recording agreements by writing being then 
either not known, or not ufed. [2.] A facrifice was offered, 
ver. 54. a facrifice of peace-offerings. Note, Our peace with 
God is that which puts true comfort into our peace with our 
friends. If parties contend, the reconciliation of both to him 
will facilitate their réconciliation one with another. [32.] 
They did eat bread together, ver. 46.5 jointly partaking of the 
feaft upon the facrifice, ver. 54. “his was in token ofa hear- 
ty reconciliation. Covenants of friendfhip were anciently rati- 
fied, by the parties eating and drinking together. It was in, 
the nature of a love-fea/. [4e] They folemnly appealed to 
God concerning their fincerity herein; 1/7, As a witnefs, ver. 
49. The Lord watch betueen me and thee, i. e. The Lord 
take cognifance of every thing that fhall be done on either fide 
in violation of this league.. When we are out of one another’s . 
fight, let this be a reftraint upon us, ‘Phat, wherever we are, 
we are under God’s eye. ‘This appeal is convertible into a - 
prayer. Friends at a diftance from each other, may take the 
comfort of this, that when they canhot know, nor fuccour one 
another, God watcheth between them, and hath his eye on 
them both. 2d/y, As a judge, ver. 53. The God of Abra- 
ham, from whem Jacob was defcended, and the God of Na- 
hor, from whom Laban was defcended, the God of their fa- 
ther, the common anceftor from whom they were both de- 
{cended, judge betwixt us, God’s relation to them is thus 
exprefled, to intimate, that they worfhipped one and the fame 
God, upon which confideration there ought to be no enmity 
betwixt them. Note, Thofe that have one God, {hould have 
one heart: They that agree in religion, fhould f{trive to agree 
in every thing elfe. God is judge between contending parties, . 
and he will judge righteoufly ; whoever doeth wrong, it is at 
their peril. [5.] They gave a new name to the place, ver. 
47,48. Laban called it in Syriac, and Jacob in Hebrew, 
The beap of witnefs ; and, ver. 49. it was called Mexoah, 
A watch-lower, Pofterity being included in the league, care 
was taken that thus the memory of it fhould be preferved. 
Thefe names are applicable to the feals of the gofpel-covenant; 
which are wetneffes to us if we be faithful, but wisneffer a- 
gainfl us if we be falfe. The name Jacob gave this heap 
{tuck by it; Galeed; not the name Laban gave ‘its eer walk 
this rencounter, Laban was noily and tull of words, affect- 
ing to fay much; 'Jacob was filent, and faid little: When 
Laban appealed to God, under many titles, jacob only Aware 

t i by. 
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Chap. POST, 
i the faa of bis father Ifaac, i.e. the God’ whom his fa- 


* ham and Nahor had done. 


55+ Laban very lovingly éi/ed bis fons, and his daughters, 


naan again : 


their formalities, 


congratulate the happy finifhing of their fervitude, and to carry 


ther Ifaac feared who had never ferved other gods, as Abra- 
Two words of Jacob’s were 
more memorable than all Laban's fpeeches and vain _ repeti- 
tions: For the word: of wife mtn are heard in quiet, more 
than the cry of him that ruleth among fools, Eecl. ix. 17. 
Laftly, After all this angry parley, they part friends, ver. 


and bleffed them; and then weht back in peace. Note, God 
is often-times better to us than our fears, and ftrangely over- 
rules the fpirits of men in our favours beyond what we could 
have expected ; for it is not in vain to truft in him. 


GH AP. XXXII. 
We have heré Facob fill upon his journey towards Ganaam 


Never did fo many memorable things occur in any march 


“as in this cf Facob’s littl: family: “By the way, he meets, 
1. With good tudings from bis God, ver. 1, 2. Il. With 
bad tidings from bis brother, to whom he fent a meffage 
to no.ify his return, vet. 2,—7. In bis difirefi, (1.) He 
divides, his company, ver. 7,8. (2.) He makes his prayer 
to Ged, ver. 9,—12. (4+) He fends a prefent to his bro 
ther, ver. 13,—23. (4+) He wrefiles with the angel, 
ver. 24,32. 


ND Jacob went on his way, and the angels 
of God met him. 


the name of that place Mahanaim. 


Jacob is here git clear of Laban, and purfuing his journey 
homewards towards Canaan. When God has helped us 
through difficulties, we fhould go on our way heaven-ward 
with fo much the more cheerfulnefs and refolution. Now, 

Firff, Here is Jacob’s conyoy in this journey, ver. 1. Tbe 
angels of God met him, in a vifible appearance ; whether in a 
vifion by day, or in a dream by night (as when he faw them 
upon-the ladder, chap. xxviii. 12.) is uncertain, Note, Thofe 
that keep in a good way, have always a good guard; ' AAngels 
themfelves are miniftfing {pirits for their fafety, Heb. i. 14. 
Where Jacob pitched his tents, they pitched theirs about him, 
Pfal. xxxiv. 7. They met him, to bid him welcome to Ca- 
A more honourable reception this was than ever 
any prince had that was met by the magiltrates of. a city in 
They met Aum to congratulate his arrival, 
and his efcape from Laban; for they have pleafure in the 
profperity of God’s feryants. They had invifibly attended 
him all along; but now they appeared to him, becaufe he had 
greater dangers before him than thofe he had hitherto encoun- 
tered. Note, When God defigns his people for extraordinary 


trials, he prepares them by extraordinary comforts. We. 


-would think it had been more feafonable for. thefe angels to 


have appeared to him juft in the heat of his engagement, e1-. 


ther with Laban before, or Efau after, than in this calm and 
quiet interval, when he faw not him{elf in any imminent peril: 
But God will have us, when we are in peace, to provide for 
trouble, and: when trouble comes, to live upon fornver obferva- 
tions and experiences; for we walk by saith, not by fight. 
God’s people at death, are returning to Canaan, to their Fa- 
ther’s houfe ; and then the angels of God will meet ‘vem, to 


them to their reft. 

Secondly, The comfortable notice he took of this convoy, 
ver. 2. This 1s God's oft ; and therefore; (1- ) [t is a power- 
ful hoft: Very great is he that is thus attended, and very fafe 
that.is thus guarded. (2.) God mult have the praife of this 
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Thus with God’s favour he is compajfed, 


2 And when Jacob faw . 
them, he faid, This 7s God’s hoft: and he called — 
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protection: This I may thank God for; for it is his hoft, A 
good man may, with an eye of faith, fee the fame that Jacob: 
faw with his bod ily eyes, by believing that promife, Pfal. xct. 
tr. He /hail give his angels charge over thee. What need 
we difpute, whether every particular faint has a guardian angel, 
when we are fure he has a guard of angels about him? ‘To 
preferve the remembrance of this font, Jacob gave a name 
to the place from it; Matanaim, Two hats, or Two camps: 
That is, (fay fome abit vabbing one holt of the guardian 


angels of Mefopotamia, who conducted Jacob thence, and de- 


livered him fafe to the other hoft of the angels of Canaan, who 
met him upon the borders where he now was. Rather, they 
appeared to. him in ¢wo o//s, one on cither fide, or one in the 
front,.and the other in the rear, to protect Kim from Laban 
behind, and Efau before, that they might be a complete guard. 
Perhaps in allufion 
to this, the church is called Mahanaim, Two armies, Cant. 
vi. 13. Here was. Jacob’s family, that made.one army, re- 
prefenting the church militant and itinerant on earth; and the 
angels another army, reprefenting the church pera ee and. 
at re{t in heaven. 


3 And Jacob fent meflengers neue him to. 
Efau his brother, unto the land of Seir, the 
country of Edom. 4 And he commanded. 
them, faying, Thus fhall ye {peak unto my 
lord Efau; Thy fervant Jacob faith thus, I 
have fojourned with Laban, and flayed there: 
until now. 5 And I have oxen and afles, flocks, 
and men-fervants, and women-fervants: and I. 
have fent to tell my lord, that Imay find grace 
in thy fight. 6-4 And the meflengers return- 


-ed:to Jacob, faying, We came to thy brother 


Efau, and alfo he cometh to meet thee, and four 
hundred men with him. 7 Then Jacob was 
greatly afraid, and diftrefled: and he divided 
the people that was with him, and the flocks, . 
and herds, and the camels into two bands; 8 


_ And faid, If Efau come to the one company and. 


{mite it, then the other company which is left 


- fhall 64s pe. 


Now Jacob was re-entering Canines God, by the vifion of 


_angels, minded him of the friends he had han he left it; and - 


thence he takes occafian to mind himlelf of the ween he 

had, particularly Efau. — It is likely Rebekah had fent him. 
word of Efau’s fettlement in Seir, and of the continuance of 
his enmity to him. What fhall poor Jacob.do?_ He longs to 

fee his father; and yet hé dreads to fee his brother: He re-- 
joices to fee Canaan again; and yet cannot but rejoice. with- 
trembling, becanfe of Efau. 

Firft, He fends-a very kind and humble meffage to Efau. - 
It doth not appear, that his way lay through Efau’s country, 
or that he needed to afk his leave for paflay e 3. but his way lay » 
near it, and he would not go by him without paying him the - 
refpeéts due to a brother, a twin-brother, an only brother, an 
elder brother, a brother ofiendad: Note, 1. Though our re- 
lations fail in their duty to us, yet we muft make confcience: 
of doing our duty to them. 2. It is a piece of friendfhip and . 
brotherly lave, to acquaint our friends with our f{tate, and in-- 
quire into theirs. Acts of civility may help to flay enmities. - 
Jacob’s meflage to him is very obliging, ver, 4, 5.. [1.] He: 

calls 


calls Efau Ais Jord, himfelf Ser fervent ; to intimate, that he 
did not infift upon_the prerogatives of the birth-right and blef- 
fing he had obtained for himfelf, but leit it to God to fulfil 
his own purpofe in his feed. Note, Yielding pacifies great 
offences, Eccl. x. 4. We mult not grudge to fpeak in thes 
moft refpectful fubmiffive manner to thofe that are ever fo un- 
juftly exafperated againft us. [2.] He gives him a fhort ac- 
count of himfelf. That he was not.a fugitive and a vagabond, 
but, though long abfent, had had a certain dwelling-place with 
his own relations; [ save /ojourned with Laban, and fayed 
ihere till now: And that he was not a beggar, nor did he 
come home, as the prodigal fon, deftitute of neceffaries, and 

~ likely to be a charge to his relations; no, I have -oxen and 
éffes. This he knew would (if any thing) recommend. him 
to Efau’s good affection. And, [3.] He courts his favour ; 
I have fent, that I may find grace in thy fight. Note, It is 
no difparagement to thofe that have the better caufe, to be- 
come petitioners for reconciliation, and to fue for peace as well 
as right. 

Secondly, He receives a very formidable account of Efau’s 
warlike preparations again{t him, ver. 6.: Not a wordy bat a 
blow ; 7a very coarfe return to his kind meflage, and a forry 
welcome home to a poor brother: He comes to meet thee, and 
Jour hundred men with him. He is now weary of waiting 
for the days of mourning for his good father ; and even before 
thofe come, he refolves to flay b:s brother. [1.] He remem- 
bers the old quarrel, and will now be revenged.on him for the 
birth-right and bleffing, and, if poflible, defeat Jacob’s expecta- 
tions from both. Note, Malice harboured will laft long, and 
find an oceafion to break out with violence a great while after 
the provocations given. Angry men have good memories. 
[2.] He envies Jacob what little eftate he had; and though 
he himfelf was now poflefled of a much better, yet nothing 
will ferve him but to feed his eyes upon Jacob’s ruins, and fill 
his fields with Jacob’s fpoils. Perhaps the account Jacob fent 
him of his wealth did but provoke him the more. [3.] He 
concludes it eafy to deftroy.him; now he was upon the road, 

_ a poor weary traveller, unfixed, and (as he thinks) unguarded. 
"They that have the ferpent’s poifon, have ‘commonly the fer- 
pent’s policy to take the firft and faireft opportunity that offers 
itfelf for revenge. “[4.] He refolves to do it fuddenly, and 
before Jacob was come to his father, left he fhould interpofe 
and mediate between them. Efau was one of thofe that sa- 
ted peace ; when Jacob {peaks, fpeaks peaceably, he is for war, 
Pfal. cxx. 6, 7. Out he marches, fpurred on with rage, and 
-big with blood and murders: Four hundred men he had with 
him; probably fuch as ufed to dunt with him; armed, no 
doubt ; rough and cruel like their leader ; ready to execute the 
word of command, though never fo barbarous; and now érea- 
thing nothing but threatenings and flaughter. ‘The tenth part 
of thefe were enough to cut off poor Jacob and his guiltlefs 
helplefs family, root and branch. No marvel therefore that it 
follows, ver. 7. Then Jacob was greatly afraid, and dif- 


trefjed : perhaps the more fo, having fcarce recovered the fright 


Laban had put him in. Note, Many are the troubles of the 
righteous ia this world, and fometimes the end of one is but 
the beginning of anothet.. The clouds return after the rain. 
Jacob, though a man of great faith, yet was now great/y a- 
Sraid. Note, A lively apprehenfion of danger, and a quick- 
ening fear arifing from it, may very well confi{t with an humble 
confidence in God’s power and promife. Chrift himfelf in his 
agony was fore amazed. 

Tbirdly, He puts himfelf into the beft pofture of defence 
that his prefent circumftances would admit of. It Was non- 
fenfe to think of making refiftance; all his contrivance is to 
make an efcape, yer. 7,8. He thinks it prudence not to 
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venture all in one bottom, and therefore divides what he had » 
into two companies, that if one were fmitten, the,other might - 
efcape. ; 
folicitous for their {afety than for his own. He divided his: 
company, not as Abraham,: (chap. xiv. 15.) for: fight, but. 
for flight. eet a 


9 § And Jacob faid, O God of my father A- 
braham, and God of my father Haac, the Lorp 
which faidit unto me, Return unto thy coun- 
try, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with 
thee: ro lam not worthy of the leaft of all 
the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou 
haft fhewed unto thy fervant; for with my 
ftaff I pafied over this Jordan, and now I am - 
become two bands. 11 Deliver me, I pray 
thee, from the hand of my brother, from the 
hand of Efau: for I fear him, left he will 
come and fmite me, avd the mother with the 
children. 12 ‘And thou faidft, I will furely. do 
thee good, and make thy feed as the fand of 
the fea, which cannot be numbered for mul- 
titude, 


Chap. Ex XE 


Like a tender careful mafter of a family, he is more - 


Our rule is to ca// upon God in the time of trouble; and - 


we have here an examjle to that rule, and the fuccefs encou- 
rageth us to follow that example: Zt was now even a time of 
Facob’s trouble, but he fhall be javed out of it, and here we’ 
have him praying for that falvation, (Jer. xxx. 7.) In his 
diftrefs he fought the Lord, and he heard hime Note, Times 
of fear fhould be times of prayer ; whatever frightens us, fhould 
drive us to our knees to our God. Jacob had newly feen his 
guard. of angels: But in this diftrefs he applied himfelf to God, 
not to them; he knew they were his fellow-fervants, Rev. 
xxi. 9.3 nor-did he confult Laban’s teraphim; it was enough - 
to him that he had a God to go to: And to him he addref- 
feth himfelf with all poffible folemnity, fo running for fafety in- 
to the name of the Lord as a frong tower, Prov. xviii. 10. 
This prayer is the more remarkable, becaufe it won him the 


honour of being an J/rae/, a prince with God; and the father — 
of the praying remnant, who, from hence are calléd The Seed ma 


of Facob, to whom he never faid, Seek ye me in vain. Now. 


_it is worth while to inquire what there was extraordinary 


in this prayer, that it fhould gain the 
honour. 

Firft, The requett itfelf is ove, and very exprefs, ver. Tr. 
Deliver me from the band of my brother. Though ‘there 
was no human probability on his fide; yet he believed the 
power of God could refcue him, as a lamb out of the bloody 
jaws of the lion, Note, (1.) We have leave to be particular 
in our addrefies to God, to mention the particular ftraits*and 


petitioner’ all’ this. 


_ difficulties we are in ; for the God with whom we have to 


do is one- we may be free with; we have Aberty of /peech; 
(vepsncie) at the throne of grace. (2.) When our brethren. 


aim to be our deftroyers, it is our comfort that we have a Fa- — 


ther to whom we may apply ourfelves as our Deliverer. 

Secondly, The pleas are many, and very powerful; never 
was a caufe better ordered, Job xxiii. 4. 
requeft, with great faith, fervency, and humility. -How ear-" 
neitly doth he beg, ver. 11. Deliver me, I pray thee! His 
fear made him importunate. h 


He offers up his — 


With what holy logic doth he - 


argue, with what divine eloquence doth he plead! Here is a - 


noble copy to write after. 


: a apeab ic 
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rhers, ver. 9.* Such was the humble felfdenying fenfe he had 


of his own unworthinefs, that he did not call God Azs own 


God, but a God in covenant with his anceftors: O God of my 
Sather Abraham, and God of my father Ifaac. And this 
“he could the better plead, becaufe the covenant by divine de- 
fignation was entailed upon him. Note, God’s covenant with 
our fathers may be a comfort to us when we are in diftrefs. 


It has often been fo to the Lord’s people, Pfal. xxii. 4, 5. 


Being born in God’s houfe, we are taken under his fpecial pro- 
tection. 
{[2.] He produceth his warrant: Thou /aid? unto me, Re- 


turn unto thy country. He did not rafhly leave his place with 


Laban, nor undertake this journey out of a fickle humour or a 
foolith fondnefs for his native country ; but in obedience to 
God’s command. Note, (1.) We may be in the way of our 
duty, and yet may meet with trouble and diftrefs in that way. 
As profperity will not prove us in the right, fo crofs events will 
not prove us in the wrong. We may be going whither God 
calls us, and yet may think our way hedged up with thorns. (2.) 
We may comfortably truft God with our fafety, while we care- 
fully keep to our duty: If God be our guide, he will be our 
uard. 

[3-] He humbly acknowledgeth his own unworthinefs to 
receive any favour from God, ver. 10. J am not worthy. It 
is a furprifing plea, One would think he fhould have pleaded, 
that what ‘was now in danger was Azs own, againit all the 
‘world; and that he had earned it dear enough: No; he pleads, 
Lord Iam not worthy of it. Note, Self-denial, and felf-a- 
bafement, well become us in all our addreffes to the throne of 

_ grace. Chrift never commended any of his petitioners fo much 
as him who faid, Lord, I am not worthy, Mat. viti. 8.; and 
her who faid, Truth, Lord, Mat. xv.27. Now obferve here, 
(1.) How magnificently and honourably he {peaks of the mer- 
cies of God tohim. Here is mercies in the plural number ; 
an inexhauttible fpring, and innumerable ftreams: Mercies and 
truth ; i. e. paft mercies given according’to the promife, and 
further ‘mercies fecured by the promife. Note, What is laid 
up in God’s ¢ruth, as well as what is laid out in God’s mer- 
cies, is the matter both of the comforts and the praifes of ac- 
tive believers. Nay, obferve, It is a// the mercies, and a//the 
truth: The manner of expreflion is copious, and {peaks his 
heart full of God’s goodnefs, (2.) How meanly and humbly 
he fpeaks of himfelf, difclaiming all thought of his own merit: 

_ “ Tam not worthy of the leafi of all the mercies, much lefs 
am I worthy of fo great a favour as this I am now fuing for.” 
Jacob was.a confiderable man, and upon many accounts very 
deferving ; and in treating with Laban, had juftly infifted on 
his merits, but not before God. Jam fe/s than all thy mer- 
cies 3 fo the word is. Note, The beft and: greateft of men 
are utterly unworthy of the leaft favour from God, and mutt 
be ready to own it upon all occafions.. It was the excellent 
Mr Herbert’s motto, Le/s than the leaft of all God’s mercies. 
Thofe are beft prepared for the greateft mercies that fee-them- 
felyes unworthy of the leaft. , ' 

[4:] He thankfully owns God’s goodnefs to him in his ba- 
nifhment, and how much it had out-done his expectations: 
With my flaff I paffed over this Jordan; poor and defolate, 
like a forlorn and defpifed pilgrim: He had no guides, no com- 
panions, no attendants, no conveniences for travel, but his ftaff 
only ; nothing elfe to ftay himfelf upon: And now I am be- 
come two bands ; now 1 am furrounded with a numerous and 

~comfortable retinue of children and fervants. “Though %t was 
his diftrefs,that had now obliged him to divide his family into 
two bands, yet he makes ufe of that for the magnifying of the 
mercy of his increafe. Note, 1. The increafe of our families 
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4{1.] He addreffeth himfelf to God as the God of his fa- 
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is then comfortable indeed to us when we fee God's mereies 
and his truth in it. 2. Thofe whofe latter end doth greatly 
increafe, ought with humility and thankfulnefs to remember 
how /ma// their beginning was. Jacob*pleads, “ Lord, thou 
kepteft me when I went not only with my aff, and had but 
one life to lofe; wilt not thou keep me now fo many are em- 
barked with me?” 

[5.] He urges the extremity of the peril he was in: “ Lord, 
deliver me from Efau, for I fear him,” ver. 11. The peo- 
ple of God have not been fhy of telling God their fears; for 
they know he takes- cognifance of them, and confiders them. 
The fear that quickens prayer, is itfelf pleadable. It was not 
a robber, but a murderer, that he was afraid of ;-Nor was it 
his own life only that lay at ftake but the worhers, and the 
childrens, that had left their native foil to go along with him. 
Note, Natural affection may furnifh us with allowable accepta 
ble pleas in prayer. 

[6.] He infifts efpecially upon the promife God had made 
him, ver. 9. Thou fatd?, Iwill deal well with thee; and 
again, in the clofe, ver. 12. Thou faidf, [ will Surely do thee 
good.’ Note, 1/7, The beft we can fay to God in prayer, is 
what he hath faid to us. God’s promifes, as they are the 
fureft guide of our defires in prayer, and furnifh us with the 
beft petitions, fo they are the firmeft ground of our hopes, and 
furnifh us with the beft pleas. Lord, thou /aid? fo and fo, ' 
and wilt not thou be as good as thy word, the word upon which 
thou haft caufed me to hope? Pfal. cxix. 49. 2dly, The 
moft general promifes are applicable to particular cafes. 
‘“* Thou faidft, / will do thee good; Lord, do me good in this 
matter.” He pleads alfo a particular promife, that of the mu/- 
tiplying of bis feed. “ Lord, what will become of that pro- ~ 
mife, if they be all cut off?” Note, (1:) There are promifes 
to the families of good people which are improveable in pray- 
er for family-mercies ordinary and extraordinary, Gen. xvii. 7. 
Pfal. cxid. 2. & cil. 28. (2.) The world’s threatenings fhould 
drive us to God’s promifes. 


13 § And he lodged there that fame night; 
and took of that which came to his hand, a pre- 
fent for Efau his brother; 14 Two hundred 
fhe-goats, and twenty he-goats, two hundred 
ewes, and twenty rams, 15 Thirty milk camels 
with their colts, forty kine and ten bulls, twen- 
ty fhe-afles, and ten foals. 16 And he deliver- 
ed them into the hand of his fervants, every 
drove by themfelves; and faid unto his fervants, 
Pafs over before me, and puta fpace betwixt 
drove and drove. 17 And he commanded the 
foremoft, faying, When Efau my brother meet- 
eth thee, and afketh thee, faying, Whofe ar¢- 
thou, and whither goeft thou? and whofe are 
thefe before thee? 18 Then thou fhalt fay, 
They be thy fervant Jacob’s; it zs a prefent fent 
unto my lord Efau: and behold alfo he is be- 
hind us.. 19 And fo commanded he the fecond, 
and the third, and all that followed the droves, 
faying, On this manner fhall you {peak unto E- 
fau, when you find him. 20 And fay ye more- 
over, Behold, thy fervant Jacob zs behind us: 
for he faid, I will appeafe him with the prefent 
that goeth before me, and afterward I will ice 
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his face; peradventure he will accept of me. 


21 So went the prefent over before him: and . 


himfelf lodged that night in the company. 22 
And he rofe up that night, and took his two 
wives, and his two women-fervants, and his ele- 
ven fons, and pafied over the ford Jabbok. 23 
And he took them, and fent them over the 
brook, and fent over that he had. 


Jacob having pioufly made God his friend by a prayer, is 
here prudently endeavouring to make Efau his friend by a pre- 
fent. He had prayed to God to deliver him from the band 
of Efau, for he feared him: But neither did his fears fink in- 
to fuch a defpair as difpirits for the ufe of means, nor did his 
prayer make him prefume upon God’s mercy without the ufe 
_ .of means. Note, When we have prayed to God for any mer- 
cy, we muft fecond our prayers with our endeavours ; elfe, in- 
ftead of trufting God, we tempt him. We mutt fo depend 
upon God’s providence, as to make ufe of our own prudence. 
Help thyfelf, and God will help thee. God anfwers our pray- 
ers, by teaching us to order our affairs with difcretion.—To 
pacify Efau. 


Firf, Jacob fent him a very noble prefent : Not of jewels 


_or fine garments, he had them not; but of cattle, to the num- 
ber of 580 in all, ver. 13,—15. Now, [1.] It was an evi- 
dence of the great increafe with which God had bleffed Jacob, 
that he could fpare fuch a number of cattle out of his flock. 
[2.] It was an evidence of his wifdom, that he would willing- 
ly part with fome to fecure the reft. Some mens covetoufnefs 
Jofes them more than ever it got them; and by grudging them 
a little expence, they expofe themfelves to great damage: Skin 
for fein, and all that a man has, if he be a wife man, be qwi/f 
give for brs life. [3.] It wasa prefent that he thought would 
be acceptable to Efau; who had traded fo much in hunting 
wild bealts, that perhaps he was but ill furnifhed with tame cat- 
tle wherewith to ftock his new conquelts: And we may fup- 
pofe that the mixed colours of Jacob’s cattle, ring-/fraked, 
Speckled, and /potted, would pleafe Efau’s fancy. [4.] He 
promifed himfelf, that by this prefent he fhould gain Efau’s 
tavour: For a gift commonly pro/pers which way foever it 
turn, Prov. xvii. 8. and makes room for a man, Prov. xviii. 
16.; nay, it pacifies anger, and flrong wrath, Prov. xxi. 14. 


Note, (1.) We muft not defpair of reconciling ourfelves, no, not _ 


to thofe that have been moft exafperated againft us; we ought 
not to judge men unappeafable till we have tried to appeafe 
them. (2.) Peace and love, though purchafed dear, will prove 
a good bargain to the purchafer. Many a morofe ill-natured 
man would have faid in Jacob’s cafe, “¢ Efau has vowed my 
death without caufe, and he fhall never be a farthing the bet- 


ter for me; I will fee him far enough before I will fend him | 


a prefent :’? But Jacob forgives and forgets. 


Secondly, He fent him a very humble meffage, which he | 
ordered his fervants to deliver in the beft manner, yer. 17, 18. | 
They muft call Efau sheer ford and Jacob his fervant : They | 


mutt tell him the cattle they had was a {mall prefent which 


Jacob had fent him, as a tafte of his improvements. while he | 
was abroad. ‘The cattle he fent were to be difpofed of in fe- | 
veral droves, and the fervants that attended each drove were to | 
deliver the fame meflage, that the prefent might appear the | 
more valuable, and his fubmiffion fo often repeated might be. | 


the more likely to influence Efau. They mutt efpecially take 
care to tell him that Jacob was coming after, ver. 18, 20. that 
he might not fufpe& him fled for the fame. 
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terror to Jacob. ; 


f Note, A friend. | 
ty confidence in mens goodnefs may help to prevent the mif- 


Chap. XXRI. 


chief defigned us by their badnefs : If Jacob will feem not to 
be afrard of Efau, Efau (it might be hoped) will not to be a 


24 4 And Jacob was left alone: and there 
wreftled a man with him, until the breaking of 
the day. 25 And when he, faw that he pre-- 
vailed not againft him, he touched the hollow 
of his thigh: and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh 
was out of joint, as he wreftled with him. 26 
And he faid, Let me go, for the day breaketh: 
and he faid, I will not let thee go, except thou 
blefs me. 27 And he faid unto him, What zs 
thy name? And he faid, Jacob. 28 And he 
faid, thy name fhall be called no more Jacob, 
but Ifrael: for as a prince haft thou power with 
God and with men, and haft prevailed. 29 And 
Jacob afked him, and faid, Tell me, I pray thee, 
thy name: and he faid, Wherefore 7s it, that 
thou doft afk after my name? and he bleffed 
him there. 30 And Jacob called the name of 
the place Peniel: for 1 have feen God face to 
face, and my life is preferved. 31 And as he 
pafied over Penuel the fun rofe upon him, and 
he halted upon his thigh. 32 Therefore the 
children of Ifrael eat not of the finew whiclt. 
fhrank, which zs upon the hollow of the thigh, 
unto this day: becaufe he touched the hollow 
of Jacob’s thigh, in the finew that fhrank. | 


We have here that famous ftory of Jacob’s wreftling with 
the angel, and prevarling ; which is referred to, Hof. xii. 4, 
Very early in the morning, a great while before day, Jacob had 
helped his wives and children over the river; and he defired. 
to be private, and was &/fz alone, that he might again more 
fully fpread his cares and fears before God in prayer. Note, 
We ought to continue inftant in prayer ; always to pray 3: and. 
not to faint: Frequency and importunity in prayer prepare us. ~ 
for mercy. While Jacob was earneft in prayer, firring up 
himfelf to take bold on God, an angel takes hold on him. Some 
think this was a created angel, the ange/ of bis prejence, (Ifa. 
Ixiii. g.)3 one of thofe that a/ways bebold the face of our Fa-- 
ther, and attend on the Stechinah or Divine Majefty, which 
probably Jacob had alfo inview. Others think it was Michael. 
our Prince, the Eternal Word, the Angel of the covenant; — 
who is indeed the Lord of the angels, and often appeared oc- 
cafionally in a human fhape, before he aflumed the human na- 
ture for good and all. Which foever it was, we are fure God?s. 
name was in him, Exod. xxiii. 21. i 

Obferve, Fir/?, How Jacob and this angel engaged, ver. 24.. 
Tt. was a fingle combat hand to hand ; they had neither of them _ 
any feconds. Full of care and fear Jacob now was about the 
interview he expeéted next day with his brother; and, to ag- 
gravate the trial, God himfelf feemed to come forth againft him 
as an enemy; to oppofe his entrance into the land of promifey. 
and to di/pute the pafs with him, not fuffering him to follow 
his wives. and children whom he had fent before. Note, Strong 
believers muft expeét divers temptations and {trong ones. We 


; are told-by the prophet, Hof. xii. 4. how Jacoh wre/f/ed: He 


wept and made fupplication. Prayers and tears were his wea- 

pons. It was not only a corporal, but a fpiritual wreftling, by 

the vigorous actings of faith and holy defire ; and thus all the 
‘ Spiritual 
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fpiritual feed of Jacob that pray, zn praying fill wreftle with 
God. r ; : 
_ ~ Secondly, What was the faccets of the engagement. , 
~{1-] Jacob keeped his ground. Though the ftruggle con- 
tinued long, the angel prevarled not agaist him, ver. 25.3 1. ¢. 
this difcouragement did not fhake his faith, nor filence his 
prayer. It was not im his own ftrength that he wrelftled, nor 
4y his own ftrength that he prever/s, but in and by ftrength 
derived from heaven. That of Job illuftrates this, Job xxiii. 
6. Will he plead againf#t me with his great power? No; had 
the angel done fo, Jacob had been cruthed ; but be would put 


Airength in me: And by that frrengih Jacob had power over | 


the angel, Hof. xii, 3. Note, We cannot prevail with God, 
but in his own ftrength. It is his Spirit that intercedes in-us, 
and helps our infirmities, Rom. viii. 26. 

[2.] The angel put out Jacob’s thigh, to fhew him what 
he could do, and that it was God he was wreftling with ; for 
no man could disjoint his thigh with a touch. Some think that 
Jacob felt little or no pain from this hurt. It is probable he 
did not, for he did not fo much as halt till the ftruggle was o- 
ver, ver. 31.: and if fo, that was an evidence of a divine touch 
indeed, which wounded and healed at the fame time. Jacob 
prevailed and yet had his thigh put out. Note, Wre(tling be- 
lievers may obtain glorious victéries, and yet come off with 
broken bones: For when they are weak, then are they firong; 
weak in themfelves, but {trong in Chrift, 2 Cor. xii. 10. Our 
honours and comforts ia this world have their allays. 

(3-] The angel, by an admirable condefcenfion, fpeaks Ja- 

cob fair to let him go, ver. 26.; as God faid to Mofes, (Exod. 
- xxxii. 10.) Let me alone. Could nota mighty angel get 
clear of Jacob’s grapples? He could; but thus he would put 
an honour upon Jacob’s faith and prayer, and further try his 
conftancy. The hing is held in the galleries, Cant. vii. 5- 
I held him (faith the fpoufe,) end would not let him go, Cant. 
iii, 4. The reafon the angel gives why he would be gone, is 
becaufe the day breaks ; and therefore he would not any long- 
er detain Jacob, who had bufinefs to do, a journey to go, a 
family to look after, which efpecially in thts critical juncture 
called for his attendance. Note, Every thing is beautiful in 
its feafon; even the bufinefs of religion, and the comforts of 
communion with God, muft fometimes give way to the necef- 
fary affairs of this life: God will have mercy and not facri- 
fice. : 
Ae [4.] Jacob perfifts in his holy importunity: Z w/? not let 
thee go, except thou blefs me. Whatever becomes of his fa- 
mily and journey, he refolves to make the beft hand he can of 
this opportunity, and not to lofe the advantage of his victory : 
He doth not mean to wreftle all night for nothing, but humbly 
refolves he will have a blefling; and rather fhall a/] bis bones 
be put out of joint, than he would go away without one.. The 
credit of a conqueft will do him no good without the comfort 
of a bleffing. In begging this blefling, he owns his inferiority, 
though he feerned to have the upper hand in the ftruggle: for 
the lefsts bleffed of the better. Note, Thofe that would have 
the blefling of Chrift, muft be in good earneft, and be impor- 
tunate for it, as thofe that refolve to have no may. It is the 
JServent prayer that is the effectual prayer. 

[5.] Lhe angel puts a perpetual mark of honour upon him, 
by changing his name, ver. 27, 28. ‘¢ Thou art a brave fel- 
low, (faith the angel), commend me to thee for a man of re- 
folution : What is thy name 2 Jacob, faith he; 4 /upplanter, 
fo Foevb fignifies: “ Well, (faith the angel), be thou never 

fo called any more ; from henceforth thou fhalt be celebrated, 
not for craft and artful management, but true valour; thou 
__ fhalt be called U/rael, a prince with God, a name greater than 
” thofe of the great men of the earth.” He is a prince indeed 
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- fixed’in its cup. 
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that is a prince wiih God; and thofé ate truly honourable that 
are mighty in prayers Ifraels, Ifraelites indeed, Jacob is here 
knighted in the field, as it were, and has a title of honour given 
him by him that is the fountain of honour, which will remain 
to his praife to the end of time.’ Yet this was not all: Ha- 
ving power with God, he fhall have power wrth men too: 

ving prevailed for a bleffing from heaven, he fhall, no doubt, 
prevail for Efau’s favour. Note, Whatever enemies we have, 
if we can but make God our friend, we ‘are well enough : 
They that by faith have power in heaven, have thereby as much 
power on earth as they have occafion for. 

[6.] He difmiffeth him with a blefling, ver. 29. Jacob 
defired to know the angel’s name, that he might, according to 
his capacity, do him honour too, Judg. xiii. 18. But that 
requeft was denied, that he might not be too proud of his con- 
queft, nor think he had the angel at fuch an advantage as to 
oblige him to what he pleafed: No; ‘ Wherefore doft thou 
ofk after my name? What good will it do thee to know 
that?” The difcovery of that was referved for his death-bed, 
upon which he was taught to call him Shi/o4. But inftead of 
telling him his name, he gave him his blefling ; which was the 
thing he wreftled for: He b/effed him there, repeated and ra- 
tified the blefling formerly given him. Note, Spiritual bleffings 
which fecure our felicity are better, and much more defirable 


‘than fine notions that fatisfy our curiofity. An intereftin the 


angel’s bleffing, is better than acquaintance with his name. 
The tree of life is better than the tree of knowledge. Thus 
Jacob carried his point: A blefling he wreftled for, and a_ 
bleffing he had; nor did ever any of his praying feed feek in 
vain, See how wonderfully God condefcends to countenance 
and crown importunate prayer. Thofe that refolve, though 
God flay them, yet to truft in him, will at length be more than 
conquerors. 

[7.] Jacob gives a new name to the place: He calls it Pe- 
mel, The face of God, ver. 30.; becaufe there he had. feen 
the appearance of God, and cbtained-the favour of God. Ob- 
ferve, The name he gives to the place preferves and. perpetu+ 
ates, not the honour of his valour or victory, but only the ho- 
nour of God’s free grace. He doth not fay, ‘ In this place 
I wreftled with God, and prevailed ;” but, ** In this place 


I faw God face to face, and my life was preferved.” Note, 


** It was my pravfe that 1 came off a conqueror; but it was 
God’s mercy that I efcaped with my “fe.” Note, It becomes 
thofe whom God honours, to take fhame to themfelves, and 
to admire the condefcenfions of his grace to them. Thus 
David did after God had fent him a gracious meffage, 2 Sam. 
vii. 18. Who am I, O Lord God ? 

Laftly, The memorandum Jacob carried of this in his 
bones: He halted on his thigh, ver. 31. And fome think he 
continued to do fo to his dying-day: And if he did, he had 
not reafon to complain; for the honour and comfort he ob- 
tained by the ftruggle was abundantly fufficient to counteryail 
the damage, though he went limping to his grave, He had no 
reafon to Jook upon it as his reproach thus to bear iz bis body 
the marks of the Lord Fefus, Gal. vi. 1.7.3 yet it might ferve, . 
like St Paul’s thorn in the fle/b, to keep him from being /ifi- 
ed up with the abundance of revelations. Notice istaken of the — 
fun’s rifing upon him when he paffed over Penucl; for it is 
fun-rife with that foul that has communion with God. “And. 
the infpired penman mentions a traditional cuftom .which the 
feed of Jacob had, in remembrance of this, never to eat of 
that finew, or mufcle, in any beaft, by which the hip-bone is 
By this obfervance they preferved the me- 
morial of this ftory, and gave occafion to their children ‘to 
inquire concerning it: ‘They alfo did honour to the memory 
of Jacob. And this ufe we may flill make of it, To acknow- 
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ledge the mercy of God, and our obligations to Jefus Chrift, 


that we may now keep up our communion with God in faith, 


hope, and love, without peril either of life or limb. 


: GHAP. XXXIIE. 

We read in the farmer chapter how Jacob had power with 
God and prevailed: Here we find what power be/had 
with men too; and how his brother E/au was mollified, 
and on a fudden reconciled to him; for fo tt ts written, 
Prov. xvi..7. When a man’s ways pleafe the Lord, he 
maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. Here 
is, 1. Avery friendly meeting between Jacob and Efau, 
yer. 1,4. IL. Their conference at their meeting, in 

which they vie in civilities. Their difcourfe 1s, (1.) A- 

‘ bout Jacob's family, ver. 5,—7. 2.) About the prefent 

. be bad fent, ver. 8,—11. (3.) About the progrefs of their 
journey, ver. 12—15. IIL. Jacob's fettlement in Ca- 
naan; bis boufe, ground, and altar, ver. 16,—20. 


ND Jacob lifted ‘up ‘his eyes, and looked, 
fF and behold, Efau came, and with him four 
bundred men. And he divided the children 
unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two 
hand-maids: 2 And he put the hand-maids and 
their children foremoft, and Leah and her chil- 
dren after, and Rachel and Jofeph hindermott. 
3 And he pafled over before them: and bowed 
himfelf to the ground feven times, until he came 
near to his brother. 4 And Efau ran to meet 


him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, ~ 


and kifled him: and they wept. 


- Here, Firft, Jacob difcovers Efau’s approach, ver. 1. Some ~ 


think his /ifizng up bis eyes, notes his cheerfulnefs and confi- 
dence,-in oppofition to a dejected countenance: Having by 
prayer committed his cafe to God, he went on his way, and 
his countenance was no more fad, t Sam.i. 18.. Note, 
‘Thofe that have caft their care upon God, may look before 
them with fatisfaction and compofure of mind, cheerfully ex- 

. pecting the iflue, whatever it may be: Come what will, nothing 
can come amifs to him whofe heart is fixed trufting in God, 
facob fets himfelf upon his watch-tower, to fee what anfwer 
God will give to his prayers, Hab. ii. 1. 

Secondly, He puts his family into the beft order he could to 
receive him, whether he fhould come as a friend or as an ene- 
my; confulting their decency if he come as a friend, and their 
fafety if he come as an enemy, ver. 1, 2. Obferve what a 
different figure thefe two brothers made. Efau is attended. 
with a guard of 400 men, and looks big ; Jacob is followed by 
a cumberfome train of women and children, that are his care, 
and he looks tender and folicitous for their fafety; and yet 
Jacob had the birth-right, and was to have the dominion, and 
was every way the better man. Note, It is no difparagement 

_to very great and good men to give a petfonal attendance to 
their families, and to their family affairs. Jacob, at the head 
of his houfehold, fet a better example than Efau at the head of 
his regiment. ; ' 

Thirdly, At their meeting, the expreflions of kindnefs 


were interchanged in the beft manner that could be between - 


them. 

[t.] Jacob bowed to Efau, ver. 3. Though he feared E- 
au as an ¢nemy, yet he did obeifance to him as an elder bro- 
ther; knowing and remembering, perhaps, that when Abel 
was preferred in God’s acceptance before bis elder brother 


} 


GENESIS. 


Chap. XX XIU. 


Cain, yet God undertook for him to Cain, that he fhould not 


be wanting in the duty and refpect owing by a younger bro« 


‘ther: Unto thee /hall be hts defire, and thou fhalt rule over 


him, Gen. iv. 7. Note, 1. The way to recover peace where 
it has been broken, is, to do our duty, and pay our refpects 
upon all occafions, as if it had never been broken. It is the 
remembering and repeating of matters that feparates friends and. 
perpetuates the feparation. 2. An humble fubmiflive carnage 
goes a great way towards the turning away of wrath. Many 
preferve themfelves by humbling themfelves: The bullet flies 
over him that_/Po0ps. : 
[2.] Efau remembered Jacob, ver. 4. He ran to meet him; 
not in paflion, but in love, and as one heartily reconciled to 
him: He received him with all the endearments imaginable ; 
embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kiffed bim. Some 
think, that when Efau came out to meet Jacob, it was with no 
ill defign ; but that he brought his 400 men only for ftate, that. 
he might pay fo much the greater refpect to his returning bro- 
ther. It is certain Jacob under{tood the report of his meflen- 
gers otherwife, chap. xxxii. 6,8. Jacob is a man of pru- 
dence and conftancy; and we cannot fuppofe him to admit of - 
a groundlefs fear to fuch a degree as he did this, nor that she 
Spirit of God would ftir him up to. pray fuch a prayer as he- 
did for deliverance froma mere imaginary danger: And if 
there were not fome wonderful change wrought upon the fpirit. 
of Efau at this time, I fee not how wreftling Jacob could be 
faid to obtain fuch power with men as to denominate him a 
prince. Note, (1.) God hath the hearts of all men-in his 
hands, and can turn them when and how he pleafes, by a fe- 
cret, filent, but irrefiftable power. He can of a fudden con- 
vert enemies into friends, as he did two Sauls: one by re- 
{training grace, 1 Sam. xxvi. 21, 25. the other by renewing 
grace, Acts ix. 21, 22. (2.) It is not in vain to truft in 


ya hte th eae 


= 


God, and to call upon him in the day of trouble; they that do, , 


fo, often find the iffue much better than they expeéted. 

[3-] They both wep. Jacob wept for joy to be thus 
kindly received by-his brother, whom he had feared; and 
Efau perhaps wept for grief and fhame, to think of the ill 
defign he had conceived again{t his brother, which he found 
himfelf ftrangely and unaccountably prevented from the exe-. 
cution of. 


5 And he lift up his eyes, and faw the wo- 
men and the children; and faid, Who-are thofe 
with thee? And he faid, The children which 


.God hath gracioufly given thy fervant. 6 Then 


the hand-maidens came nepr, they and their 
children, and they bowed themfelves. 7 And 
Leah alfo with her children came near, and. 
bowed themfelves: and after came Jofeph near: 
and Rachel, and they bowed themfelves. 8 And: 
he faid, What meaneft thou, by all this drove, 


which I met? And he faid, Tbefe are to find 


grace in the fight of my lord. 9 And Efau faid, 
I have enough; my brother, keep that thou. 
haft unto thyfelf. ro And Jacob faid, Nay, I 
pray thee, if now I have found grace in thy 
fight, then receive my. prefent at my hand: for 
therefore I have feen thy face, as though I had 


*feen the face of God, and thou waft pleafed 


with me. 11 Take, I pray thee, my bleffing 
that is brought to thee; becaufe God hath dealt. 
graciouily 


I will go before thee. 


gifts: He hath gracwufly, given them. 


+ 
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. gracioufly with me, and becaufe I have enough: , 


and he urged him, and he took it. 12 And he’ 
faid, Let us take our journey, and let us go, and 
13 And he faid unto 
him, My lord knoweth that the children are 
tender, and the flocks and herds with young 
are with me; and if men fhould over-drive 
them one day, all the flock will die. 14 Let my 
lord, I pray thee, pafs over before his fervant: 
and I will lead on foftly, according as the cat- 
tle that goeth before me, and the children be 
able to endure; until I come unto my lord unto 
Serr. 25 And Efau faid, Let me now leave 
with thee fome of the folk that are with me: 
And he faid, What needeth it? Let me find 
grace in the fight of my lord. 
We have here the difcourfe between the two brothers. at 
their meeting, which is very free and friendly, without the 
leaft intimation of the old quarrel. It was the beft way to fay 
aothing of it. Their talk is, | < 
_ Fir/t, About Jacob’s retinue, ver. 5,—7. Eleven or twelve 
little ones followed Jacob clofe, the eldeft of them not fourteen 
years old: Who are thofe? faith Efau. Jacob had fent him 
an account of the increafe of his eftate, chap. xxxii. 5.3 but 
made no mention of his children, perhaps becaufe he would 
aot expofe them to his rage if he fhould meet him as an ene- 
‘my, or would pleafe him with the furprifing fight if he fhould 
meet him as a friend: Efau therefore had reafon to afk, Who 
are thofe wiih thee? 'To which common queftion Jacob re- 
turus a ferious anfwer, fuch as became his character :~'They 
are the children which Ged haih graciou/l y given thy fervant.. 
It had been ‘a fufficient anfwer to the queftion, and fit enough 
to be given to profane Efau, if he had. only faid, « They are 
my children ;” but-then Jaceb had not {poken like himfelf, 
like a man whofe eyes were ever towards the Lard. Note, 
Et becomes.us not only to do common aétions, but to {peak of 


them, afler a godly for!, 3 John ver. 6. Jacob {peaks of his 


children, (1.) As God’s gifts: They are a heritage of the 
Lord. Plal.cxxvii. 3. & cxiii. 9. & cviil. gt. (2.) As choice 
Though they. were 
many, and now much his care, and as yet but flenderly provided 
for; yet he accounts them great bleflings.. His wives and 
childrea herenpon come up in order, and pay their devoirs to 
Efau, as he had done before them, ver. 6, 7.3 for it becomes 
the family to thew, refpe@ to thofe whom the mafter of the fa- 


- mily thews refpedt to. 


Secondiy, About thggprefent he had fent: him. 
[1.] Efau modeftly refufed it, becaufe he had enough, and 


- did not need it, ver. 9. Note, Men of hononr will. not feem 


to be mercenary in their friendfhip: Whatever influence Ja- 
cob’s prefent had upon Efau to pacify him, he would not have 
iy thought that it had-any, and:therefore he refufed it. His 
reafon is, J have enough: I have much, fo the word is; fo 
much, that he was not. willing to take any thing that. was his 
brother’s. Note, {1.) Many that come fhort of fpiritual blef- 
fings, and are out of covenant, yet have much of this. world’s 
wealth. Efaa had what, was promifed him, the fatne/s of the: 
earth, and a livelihood 4y his fword. (2.) It is a good thing 


“for thofe that have much, to know. that they have enough, tho’ 


they have not fo much as fome others have. Even Efau can 
fay, I have enough. (3.) Thofe that are content with what 
they have, muft fhew it by not coveting what others haves E. 
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fau bids Jacob keep what he had to himfelf, fappofing he had’ 
more need of it: Efau, for his part, needs it not, either to 


fupply him, for he was rich, or to pacify him, for he was re= 


conciled. We fhonld take heed, left at any time our covet- 
oufnefs impofe upon others courtefy, and meanly take advan- 
tage of their generofity. : 

[2.] Jacob lovingly urges him to accept it, and prevails, 
ver. 10, 11. Jacob fent it for fear, chap. xxxil. 20.; but 
the fear being over he now importunes his acceptance of it for 
love, to fhew that he defired his brother’s friendfhip, and did 
not only dread his wrath. ‘Iwo things he urges: (1.) The 
mighty fatisfagtion he had in his brother’s favour, which he 
thought himfelf bound to make this thankful acknowledgment 
of, It is a very high compliment he pafleth upen him: J bave 
feen thy face as though L had feen the face of God; i.e, I 
have feen thee reconciled to me, and,at peace with me, as f 
defire to fee God reconciled.” Or, the meaning is, that Ja- 
cob faw God’s favour to him in Efau’s. It was a token for 
good to him that God had accepted his prayers. Note, 1.) 
Creature-comforts are then comforts indeed to us when they 
are granted as anfwers to prayer, and are tokens of our accept- 
2. It is matter of great joy to thofe that are 
of a loving peaceable difpofition, to recover the friendthip of 
their relations that they have ‘been at variance with. (2.) 
The competency he had ‘of this world’s goods ; God hath dealt 
gracioufly with me. Note, If what we have in this world in- 
creafe under our hands, we mutt take notice of it with thank- 
fulnefs to the glory of God, and-own that therein he has dea/t 
gracioufly with us, better than we deferve: /t 7s be that gives 
power to get wealth, Deut. viii. 18. He adds, And Z have 
enough: I have all, fo the word is. Efaw’s enough was. 
much, but Jacob's enough was al/. Note, A godly man, though 
he have but little in the world, yet may truly fay he has a//, . 
becaufe he has the Ged of a//, and has all in him: //is 
yours,.tf you be Chris, 1 Cor. iit. 22, 23. He has the 
comfort of all: Ihave all, and abound, Phil. iv..18. He: 
that hath such, would have more; but he that thinks he has 
ail, is fure he has enough. | He has a// in profoeG; he will ~ 
have all fhortly, when he comes to heaven: Upon this prin~ 
ciple Jacob urged Efau, and he took his prefent. Note, It is. 
an excellent thing, when mgns religion makes. them generousy. 
free-hearted, and open-handed; {corning to do a thing that is 
paltry and fneaking, / 

Thircly, About the progrefs of their journey. In which, 

[.] Efau offers himfelf to be his guide and companion, “im 
token of fincere reconciliation, ver. 12.. We never find that: 
Jacob and Efau were fo loving and fociablt as they were now. 
Note, A's for God, his work is perfect... He made Efau not 
only act an enemy, but a friend. This bone that had beea 
broken, being weil fet; became f{tronger than ever. Efau is. 
become fond of. Jacob’s company 3 courts him to mount Seir. - 
Let us never defpair of any, nor diftruft God, in whofe hand: 
all hearts are. Yet Jacob faw caufe mods(tly to refufe this 
offer, vers 13, 14.3 wherein he fhews a tehder concern for 
his own family and flocks, like a good fhepherd, and a good’ 
father. He muft confider the children, and the flocks with 
young, and not lead the one or drive the other soo fa/t. This. 
prudence and tendernefs of Jacob ought to be imitated by thofe’ 
that have the care and ‘charge of young people in the things ot 


, God. They mnft not be over-driven at firlt, by heavy tafks 
in religious fervices 5 but led as they can’ bear, making their 


work as eafy to them as poffible: Chrift; the good Shepherdy. 
doth fo; Ifa. xl. 11. Now Jacob will neither defire Efau to- 
flacken his pace, nor force his family to quicken theirs; nor 
leave them to keep company with his brother,’ as many would 
have dope that love any fociety better than thofe of their own: 
houfe s 
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foufe: But he defires Efau to-march before, and promifes to 
follow him leifarely, as he could get forward. Note, It is an 
unréafonable thing to tie others fo our rate: We may come 
with comfort at laft to the fame journey’s end, though we do 

_not journey together, either in the fame path, or on. the fame 
pace. There may be thofe with whom we cannot fall in, and 
yet with whom we need not fall out, by the way. Jacob in- 
timates to him, that it was his prefent defign to come to him 
to mount Seir; and we may prefume he did fo, after he had 
fettled his family and concerns elfewhere, though that vifit be 
not recorded. Note, When we have happily recovered peace 
with our friends, we muft take care to cu/tivate it, and not to 
be behind hand with them in civilities. 

[2.] Efau offers fome of his men to be his guard and con- 
voy, ver. 15. He faw Jacob but poorly attended ; no fervants 
but his hufbandmen and fhepherds, no pages or footmen; and 
therefore thinking he was as defirous as himfelf (if he could 
afford it) to take ftate upon him and look great, he would 
needs lend him fome of his retinué to attend upon him, that 
he might appear like Efau’s brother. But Jacob. humbly re- 
fufeth his offer; only defiring he would not take it amifs that 
he did not accept it: What needs it ?’(1.) Jacob is humble, 

‘and needs it not for flate; he defires not to make a fair fhew 
in the flefh, by incumbering himfelf with a need/efs retinue. 
Note, It is the vanity of pomp and grandeur, that it is attend- 
ed with a great deal of which it may be faid, What needs 11? 
( 2.) Jacob is under the Divine protection, and needs it not for 
fafety. Note, Thofe are fufficiently guarded that haye God 
for their guard, and are under a convoy of his hofts, as Jacob 
was. They need not be beholden to an arm of fle/h, that 
have'God for their arm every morning. Jacob adds, Only 
let me find grace in the fight of my lord; having thy favour, 
I have all I need, all I defire from thee. If Jacob thus va- 
lued the good-will of a brother, much more reafon have we 
. to reckon that we have enough if we have the good-will of 
our God. 


16 So Efau returned that day on his way 
unto Serr, 17 And Jacob journeyed to Suc- 
coth, and built him an houfe, and made booths 
for his cattle: therefore the name of the place 
is called Succoth. 18 Y And Jacob came to 
Shalem, a city of Shechem, which 7s in the land 
of Canaan, when he came from Padan-aram ; 
and pitched his terit before the city. 19 And 
he bought a parcel ofa field, where he had 
fpread his tent, at the hand of the children. of 
Hamor, Shechem’s father, for an hundred pie- 
ces of money. 20 And he erected there an al- 
tar, and called it El-elohe-ifrael. —. 

Here, Fir/?, Jacob comes to Succoth 3 having in a friendly 
manner parted with Efau, who was gone to his own country, 
ver. 16.: He comes to a place where it fhould feem he refted 
for fome time, fet up booths for his cattle, and other conveni- 
ences for himfelf and family. The place was afterwards 


known by the name of Succorth, a city in the tribe of Gad, on 


the other fide Jordan, it fignifies booths; That, when his pof- 
terity afterwards dwelt in houfes of ftone, they might remem- 
ber that the Syrian ready to pertfh was their father, who was 
glad, of booths, Deut. xxvi, 5.3 fuch was the rock whence 
they were hewn. 

Secondly, Tie comes to Shechem; we read it, to Shalem, 
@ city of Shechem. ‘The critics generally incline to read it 
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appellattvely, he came fofe, or in peace, to the city of She- 
chem: After a perilons journey, in which he had met with 
many difficulties, he came. fafe at laft into Canaan. Note, 
Difeafes and dangers fhould teach us how to. value health 
and fafety, and fhould help to enlarge our hearts in thankful- 
nefs, when our going out and coming in has been fignally pre- 
ferved. ; : 

Here, [t.] He buys a field, ver. 19. Though the land of 
Canaan was his by promife, yet the time for taking poffeflion 
being not yet come, he is content to pay for his own, to pre- 
vent. difputes with the prefent occupants. Note, Dominion 
is not founded in grace. Thofe that have heaven on free-coft, 
muft not expect to have earth fo. 

{2.] He builds an altar, ver. 20.3; (1.) In thankfulnefs to 
God for the good hand of his providence over him. He did 
not content himfelf with verba/ acknowledgments of God’s 
favour to him, but made rea/ ones.. (2.) That he might keep 
up religion and the worfhip of God in his family. Note, 
Where we havea tent, God mutt have an altar: Where we 
have a houfe, he muft have a church in it. He dedicated this 
altar to the honour of £/-elohe-z/rael, God the God of Ifrae/: 
To the honour of God in general, the only living and true 
God, the Beft of beings and Firft of caufes; and to the ho- 
nour of the God of /frael, as a God in cevenant with him. 
Note, In our worfhip of God we mutt be guided and govern- 
ed by the joint difcoveries both of natural and revealed reli- 
gion. God had lately. called him by the name of Z/rae/, and. 
now he calls God the God of Irae; though'he be flyled a 
prince with God, God fhall ftill be a Prince with him, his 
Lord and his God. Note, Our honours then become honours 
indeed to us, when they are confecrated to God’s honour: I 
rael’s God is Ifrael’s glory. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 

At this chapter begins the flory of Facob’s afflictions in bis chil~ 
dren, which were very great, and are recorded to foew, 1. 
The vanity of this world: That which is dearefl to us may 

«prove our greateft vexation, and we may meet with the great- 
eft croffes in thofe things of which we faid, Vhefe fame fhall 
comfort us. 2. The common griefs of good people. Facob’s 
children were circumcifed, were well taught and prayed for, 
and had very good examples fet them: Yet fome of them pro- 
ved very untoward ; for the race is not to the fwift, nor the 
battle to the {trong. Grace doth not run in a blood; and 
yet the interrupting of the entail of that doth not cut off the 
entail of profeffion, and vifible church-privileges: Nay, Fe 
cob’s fons, though they were his grief in fome things, yet cvere 
all taken into covenant with God. In this chapter, we have, 
I, Dinah debauched, ver. 1,—5. U1. A treaty of marriage 
between her and Shechem who had defiled her, ver. 6,—19. 
Ill. The circumcifion of the Shechemites purfuant to that 
treaty, ver. 20,—24. 1V. The perfidious and bloody revenge 
which Simeon and Levi took upon them, ver. 25;—31. 


ND Dinah the daughter of Leah, which 
fhe bare unto Jacob, went out to fee the 
2 And when Shechem 
the fon of Hamor the Hivite, prince of the 
country, faw her, he took her, and lay with 
her, and defiled her. - 3 And his foul clave un-- 
to Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved 
the damfel, and fpake kindly unto the damfel. 
4 And Shechem {pake unto his father Hamor, 
laying, Get me this-damfel to wife. 5 And 

Jacob 


o 
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Jacob, heard that he had defiled Dinah his 
daughter, (now his fons were with his cattle in 
_ the field :) and Jacob held his peace until they 
“were come. 


Dinah was, for ought appears, Jacob’s only daughter.; and 
we may fuppofe her therefore the mother’s fondling, and the 
darling of the family ; and yet the proves neither a joy nor a 
credit to them; For thofe children feldom prove either the 

bef, or the appie/f, that are moft mdulged. She is reckoned 
now but about: fifteen or fixteen years of age when fhe here 
occafioned fo much mifchief. Obferve, 

[t.] Her vain curiofity, which expofed her: She went 
out, perhaps unknown to her father, but by the connivance of 
her mother, /o fee the daughters of the land, ver. 1. Probab- 
ly it was at a ball, or fome public day. Being an only daugh- 
ter, fhe thought herfelf folitary at home, having none of her 
own age and fex to converfe with; and therefore fhe mult 
needs go abroad to divert herfelf, and to keep her from being 
melancholy, and to accomplifh herfelf by converfation better 
than fhe could in her father’s tents. Note, It is a very good 


thing for children to love home ; it is parents wifdom to make > 


_it eafy to them, and children’s duty then to be eafy in it. 
-Her pretence was to fee the daughters of the land; to fee 
how they dreffed, and how they danced, and what was fafhion- 
able among them: She went to /ve; yet that was not all, 
the went to be /een too: She went to fee the daughters of the 
and ; but, it may be, with fome thoughts of the fons of the 
land too. I doubt fhe went to get acquaintance with thofe 
Canaanites, and to learn their way. Note, The pride and 
vanity of young people betrays them to many fnares. 

[2.] The lofs of her honour by this means, ver. 2. She- 
chem the prince of the country, but a flave to his own lufts, 
took ber, and lay with ber, it fhould feem not fo much by 
force as by furprife.. Note, Great men think they may do 
any thing; and what more mifchievous than untaught and un- 
governed youth? See what became of Dinah’s gadding. 
Young women mutt learn to be chaffe, keepers at homc: They 
are put together, Tit. ii. 5.; for thofe that are not feepers at 
home expofe their chaftity. Dinah went abroad to ook a- 
bout ber ; but if fhe had /ooked about her as fhe ought, fhe 
had not fallen into this fnare. Note, The beginning of fin is 

as the letting forth of water. How great a matter doth a lit- 

tle fire kindle? We fhould therefore carefully avoid all’ occa- 

. fions of fin, and approaches to it. 

[3-] The court Shechem made to her after he had defiled 
her. This was fair and commendable, and made the beft 
of bad: He /oved her, (not as Amnon, 2 Sam. xiii. 15.)5 
and he engaged his father to make a match for him with her, 
ver. 3, 4. : ‘ 

_ [4.] The tidings of this brought to poor Jacob, ver. 5. 

As foon as his children grew up, they began to be a grief to 

him: Let not godly parents that are lamenting the mifcarri- 


ages of their children, think their cafe fingular or unpreceden-: 
ted. “The good man 4e/d his peace, as one altonifhed that, 


knows not what to fay. Or, he faid nothing for fear of fay- 
ing amifs; as David, Pfal. xxxix. 1, 2.: He fmothered his 
refentments, left if he had fuffered them to break’ out, they 
- fhould have tranfported him into any. indecencies. Or, it 
“ fhould feem he had left the management of his affairs very 
much (too much I doubt) to his fons, and he would do no- 
thing without them; or at leaft he knew they would be uneafy 
to him if he did, they having fhewed themfelves of late. upon 
all occafions bold, forward, and affuming. Note, Things ne- 
ver go well, when the authority of a parent runs low in a fa- 
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mily. Let every man bear ‘rule in ‘bis own house, and have 
his children in fubjedion with all gravity. ~ 

6 4 And Hamor the father of Shechem 
went out unto Jacob to commune with him. 
4 And the fons of Jacob came out of the field 
when they heard z¢, and the men were grie- 


- ved, and they were very wroth: becaufe he had 


wrought folly in Ifrael, in lying with Jacob’s 
daughter; which thing ought not to be done. 
8 And Hamor communed with them, faying, 
The foul of my fon Shechem longeth-for your 
daughter: I pray you give her him to wife. g 
And make ye marriages with us, amd give your 
daughters unto us, and take our daughters un- 
to you. ro And.ye fhall dwell with us: and 
the land fhall be before.you; dwell and trade 
you therein, and get you pollefiions therein.. 
tz And Shechem faid unto her father, and un- 
to her brethren, Let me find grace in your eyes, 
and what ye fhall fay unto me, I will give. 12 
Afk me never fo much dowry and gift, and I 
will give according as ye fhall fay unto me: but 
give me the damfel to wife. 13 And the-fons 
of Jacob anfwered Shechem and Hamor his. fa- 
ther deceitfully, and faid, (becaufe he had de-) 
filed Dinah their fitter) 14 And they faid un- 
to them, We cannot do this thing, to give Our 
fifter to one that is uncircumcifed: for that were. 
a reproach unto us. 15 But in this will we con- 
fent unto you: if ye will be as we be, that eve- 
ry male of you be circumcifed; 16 Then will 
we give our daughters unto you, and we will 
take your daughters to us, and we will dwell 


_with you, and-we will become one people. 17 


But if ye will not hearken unto us to be cir- 
cumcifed ; then will we take our daughter, and - 
we will be gone. 


Jacob’s fons, when they heard of the injury done to Dinali, 
fhewed a very great refentment of it; perhaps rather out of 
jealoufy for the honour of their family, than a fenfe of virtue. 
Many are concerned at thé fhamefulnefs of fin, that never lay 
to heart the finfulnefs of it, ; 

Itis here called folly in Ifrael, ver. 7. according to the 
language of after-times ; for Ifrael was not yet a people, but a 
family only. Note, 1. Uncleannefs is folly ; for it facrificeth - 
the favour of God, the peace of confcience, and all the foul 
can pretend to that is facred and honourable, to a bafe and 
brutifh luft. 2. This folly is moft fhameful in Lfrael, in a fa- 
mily of Ifrael, where God is known and worfhipped, as he 
was in Jacob’s tents, by the name of the Ged of I/rael. Folly _ 
in Ifrael is fcandalous indeed. 3. It is a good thing to have 


- fin put into an ill name: Uncleannefs is here proverbially cal- 


Fed folly in Lfrael, 2 Sam. xiii. 12. Dinah is here called Fa- . 


‘cob’s daughter, for warning to all the daughters of Mfrael that 


they betray not themfelves to this folly. 
Hamor came to treat with Jacob himfelf, but he turns them 
over to his fons ;and here we haye a particular account of the 


treaty, . 


_hands, it is probable he and Hamor would foon have conclud- 


-cob’s family, that they carry about with them the token of 


_ gion is never more injured, nor God’s facraments more profan- 
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treafy, in which (it is a fhame to fay) the Canaanites were 
more honeft than, the Ifraelites. ; : 

Firf, Hamor and Shechem fairly propofed this match in 
order to a coalition in trade. Shechem is deeply in love with 
Dinah, he will have her ‘upon any terms, ver. 11, 12. His 
father not only confents, but folicits for him, and gravely in- 
fifts upon the advantages that would follow from the union of 
the families, ver. 9, 10. He fhews no jealoufy. of Jacob, 
though he were a ftranger; but rather an earneft defire to 
fettle a correfpondence with him and his family, making him 
that generous offer, The land fhall be before you, trade you 
therein. 

Secondly, Jacob’s fons bafely pretend to infift upon a coali- 
tion in religion, when really they defigned nothing lefs. If 
Jacob had taken the management of this affair into his own 


edit; but Jacob’s fons meditate only revenge, and a very 
itrange project they’ have to compafs it: The Shechemites 
mutt be circumcifed ; not to make them ho/y, they never in- 
tended that; but to make them fore, that they might become 
an eafier prey to their fword. 

[1.] The pretence was fpecious. It is the honour of Ja- 
God’s covenant with them; and it will be a reproach to them 
that were thus dignified and diftinguifhed, to enter into fuch a 
{iri alliance with them that were wncircumerfed, ver. 14.5 
and therefore, if you will be czrcumei/ed, then we will become 
one people with you, ver. 15,16. Had they been fincere 
herein, their propofal of thefe terms had been very commend- 
able. For, (1.) Ufraelites fhould not intermarry with Canaan- 
ites, profeffors with profane; it is a great fin, or at leaft the 
caufe and inlet of a great deal, and has often been of pernici- 
ous confequence. (2.) The intereft we have'in any perfons, 
and the hold we have of them, fhould be Wwifely improved by 
us, to bring them to the love and praétice of religion. He 
that wins fouls is wife: But then we muft not, like Jacob’s 
fons, think it enough to perfiade them to the external rites of 
religion ; but muft endeavour to convince them of its rea/an- 
ablene/s, and to bring them acquainted with the power of it. 

[2.] The intention was malicious ; as appears by the fe- 
quel of the ftory: All they aimed at, was to prepare them for 
the day of flaughter. Note, Bloody defigns have often been 
covered and carried on with a pretence of religion; thus they 
have been accomplifhed moft plaufibly and moft fecurely. 
But this difembled piety is doubtlefs double iniquity. Reli- 


ed, than when they are thus ufed for a clock of malictou/ne/s. 
Nay, if Jacob’s fons had not had this bloody defign, I do not 
fee how they could jaltify their offering the facred fign of 
circumcifion, the feal of God’s covenant, to thefe devoted Ca- 
naanites, who had no part nor lot in the matter. They had 
no right to the feal that had no right to the promife: It zs not 
meet to tare the children’s bread, and caf it to dogs. But 
Jacob’s fons valued not this, while they could make it ferve 
their turn. 


18. And their words pleafed Hamor, and She- 
chem Hamor’s fon. rq And the young man 
deferred not to do the thing, becaufe he had 
delight in Jacob’s daughter: and’he was more 
honourable than all the-houfe of his father. 20 
#; And Hamor and Shechem his fon came un- 


to the gate of their city, and communed with | 
the men of their city, faying,21 Thefe menare | 
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' peaceable with us, therefore let them dwell in 


the land, and trade therein; for the land, be- 
hold, zt is large enough for them: let us take 
their daughters to us for wives, and let us give 
them our daughters. 


be one people, if every male among us be cir- 
cumcifed, as they are circumcifed. 23 Shall 
not their cattle, and their fubftance, and every 
beaft of theirs be ours? only let us confent un- 
to them, and they will dwell with us. 24 And 
unto Hamor and unto Shechem his fon heark- 


| ened all that went out of the gate of his city: 


and every male was circumcifed, all that went 
out of the gate of his city. 


Here, /ir/?, Hamor and Shechem gave confent themfelves 
to be circumcifed, ver. 18, 19: ‘To this perhaps they were 
moved, not only by the {trong defire they had to.bring about 
this match, but by what they might have heard of the facred 
and honourable intentions of this fign in the family of Abra- 
ham, which, it is probable, they had fome can/ufed notions of, 
and of the promifes confirmed by it; which made’ them: the 
more defirous to incorporate with the family of Jacob, Zech.. 
vill. 23. Note, (1.) Many who know little of religion, yet 
know fo much of it as makes them willing to join themfelves 
with thofe that are religious. (2.) If a man would take upon 
him a.form of religion to gain a good wife, much raore fhould 
we embrace the power of it to gain the favour of a good God; 
even circumcife our hearts to love him, and, as Shechem.here, 
not defer to do the thing... ; 

Secondly, They gained the confent of the men of their city; 
Jacob’s fons requiring that they alfo fhould be circumcifed. 
(1.) They themfelves had a great influence upon them, by 
their command and example. Note, Religion would greatly 
prevail, if thofe in authority, who, like Shechem, are more 


honourable than their neighbours, would appear forward and 


zealous for it. (2.) They urged an argument which was very 
cogent, ver. 23. Shall not therr cattle and their fubfpance, 
be ours? They-obferved that Jacob’s fons were induftrious 
thriving people, and promifed themfelves and their neighbours 
advantage by an alliance with them: It would improve ground 
and trade, and bring money into their country. Now, 1. It 
was bad enough to marry upon this principle; yet we fee 
covetoufnefs the preateft match-maker in the world, and no- 


thing defigned fo much with many as the laying of houfe to: 


houfe, and field to field, without regard had to any other con- 
fideration. 2. It was worfe to be circumeifed upon this 
principle. "Che Shechemites will embrace the religion of 
Jacob’s family, only in hopes of interefting themfelves there- 
by in the riches of that family. Thus there are many with 
whom gain zs godtine/s, and who are more governed and influ- 
enced by their fecular intereft than by any principle of their 
religion. ; npgleregattons 


25 4 And it came to pafs on the third day, 
when they were fore, that two of the fons of 
Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brethren, took 
each man his fword, and came upon the city 
boldly, and flew all the males. 26, And they 
flew. Hamor and Shechem his fon with the 


_ edge of the fword, and took Dinah out of She- 


chem’s 


22 Only herein will the, 
men confent unto us for to dwell with us, to. 


eg, 
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‘chem’s houfe, and went out. 27 The fons of” 
_ Jacob came upon the flain, and fpoiled the ci-. 


ty, becaufe they had defiled their fifter. 28 
They took their fheep and their oxen, and 
their-affes, and that which was in the city, and 
that which was in the field, 29 And all their 
wealth, and all their little ones, and their wives 
took they captive, and fpoiled even all that 
was inthe houfe. 30 And Jacob faid to Si- 
‘meon and Levi, Ye have troubled me to make 
me to ftink among the inhabitants of the land, 
amongft the Canaanites and the Perizzites: and 
I being few in number, they fhall gather them- 
felves togethér againft me, and flay me, and I 
fhall be deftroyed, I and my houfe. 31 And 
they faid, Should he deal with our fifter, as with 
an harlot? 


Here we have Simeon and Levi, two of Jacob’s fons, young 

men, not much above twenty years old, cutting the throats of 
the Shechemites, and thereby breaking the heart of their good 
father. 
» I. Here is the barbarous murder of the Shechemites. Jacob 
himfelf was ufed to the fheep-hook} but his fons had got fwords 
by their fides, as if they had been the feed of Efau who was to 
hive by his fword. We have them here, 

Firfi, Slaying the inhabitants of Shechem; all the males, 
Hamor and Shechem particularly, with whom they had been 
“treating in a friendly manner but the other day, yet with a de- 
fen upon their lives. Some think all Jacob’s fons, when they 
wheedled the Shechemites to'be circumcifed, defigned to take 
advantage of their forenefs, and to refcue Dinah from among 
them ; but Simeon and Levi, not content*with that, would re- 
venge the injury, and they did it with a witnefs. Now, 

[1.] It cannot be denied but that God was righteous in it. 
Had the Shechemites been circumcifed in obedience to any 
command of God, their circumcifion would have been their 
protection ; but when they fubmitted to that facred rite only to 
ferve a turn, to pleafe their prince, and to enrich themfelves, it 
was juft with God to bring this upon them. Note, As nothing 
fecures us better than true religion, fo nothing expofes us more 
than religion only pretended to. 

[{2.] But Simeon and Levi were moft warighteous. 

1. It was true that Sheehem had wrought fo/ly agarnft I/- 
rael, in defiling Dinah; but it ought to have been confidered 

how far Dinah herfelf had been acceflary to it. Had She- 
chem abufed her in her own mother’s tent, it had been ano- 
ther matter; but fhe went upon his ground, and perhaps by 
her indecent carriage had ftruck the fpark which begun the fire: 
- When we are fevere upon the /inner, we ought to confider who 
was the tempter. 

2. It was true that Shechem had done ill ; but he was en- 
deavouring to atone for it by his after-refpe€ts, and was as ho- 
neft and honourable, ex po/? fado, as the cafe would admit. 
It was not the cafe of the Levite’s concubine, that was abufed 
to death; nor doth he juftify what he hath done, buf courts a 
reconciliation upon any terms. si ae 

. It was true that Shechem had done ill; but what was 
that to all the Shechemites ?. Doth one man fin, and will they 
be wroth with all the town? Mult the innocent fall with the 
guilty? ‘[lhis was barbarous indeed. ie 

4. But that which above all aggravated the cruelty, was the 
moft perfidious treachery that was in it. ‘The Shechemites 
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had fubmitted to their conditions, and had done that upon 
which they had promifed to become one peop/e with them, ver. 
16.3 yet they a& as fworn enemies to thofe to whom they 
were lately become fworn friends, making as light of their co- 
venant as they did of the laws of humanity: And are thefe the 
fons of Ifrael? Curfed be their anger, fur it was fierce. 

5. This alfo added to the crime, that they made’ a holy or- 
dinance of God fubfervient to their wicked defign, fo making 
that odious: As if it were not enough for them to fhame them~- 
felves and their family, they bring a reproach upon that honour- 
able badge of their religion; juftly would it be called a bloody 
ordinance. 

Secondly, Seizing the prey of Shechem, and plundering the 
town. They refcued Dinah, ver. 26.3 and if that was all 
they came for, they might have done that without blood, as 
appears by their own fhewing, ver. 17.: But they aimed at the 
fpoil ; and though Simeon and Levi only were the murderers, 
yet it is intimated that others of she fons of Facob came upon 
the flain and fpoiled the city, ver. 27. and fo became acceflary 
to the murder: In them it was manifeft injuftice ; yet here we 
may obferve the righteoufnefs of God. The Shechemites were 
willing to gratify the fons of Jacob, by fubmitting to the pe- 
nance of circumcifion upon this principle, Sal/ mot their catile 
and their fubftance be ours? ver. 23. And fee what was. the 
iffue ; inftead of making themfelves mafters of the wealth of. 
Jacob’s family, Jacob’s family becomes matters of their wealth. 
Note, Thofe who unjuftly grafp at that which is anothers, 
jultly lofe that which is thecr own. 

II. Here is Jacob’s refentment of this bloody fa&t of Sime- 
on and Levi, ver. 30. Two things he fenfibly complains of. 

iff, The reproach they had brought upon him thereby: Ye 
have troubled me, put me into a diforder; for ye have sade 
me to fink among the inhabitants of the land; i. e. You 
have rendered me and my family odious among them. What 
will they fay of us and our religion? We fhall be looked upon 
as the moft perfidious, barbarous people in the world.”? Note, 
The grofs mifcarriages of wicked children, are the grief and 
fhame of their godly parents. Children fhould be the joy of 
their parents; but wicked children are their trouble, fadden 
their hearts, break their fpirits, and make them go mourning 
from day to day: Children fhould be an ornament to their pa- 
rents; but wicked children are their reproach, and are as dead 

Jizes in their pot of ointment: But let fuch children know, that~ 
if they repent not, the grief they have caufed ‘to their parents, 
and the damage religion has fultained in its reputation through 
them, will come into the account, and be reckoned for. 

2dly, The ruin they had expofed him to. What could be 

expected, but that the Canaanites, who were numerous and 
formidable, would confederate again{t him? and he and his lit- 
tle family would become an eafy prey to them? J /hall be de- 
Stroyed, [ and my houfe. Tf all the Shechemites muft be de- 
{troyed' for the offence of one, why not all the Ifraelites for the 
offence of two? Jacob knew’ indeed, that God had promifed 
to preferve and perpetuate his honfe; but he might juftly fear 
that thefe vile practices of his children would amount to a for- 
feiture, and cut off the entail. Note, When fin is in the houfe, 
there is reafon to fear ruin at the door. The tender parents 
forefee thofe ill confequences of fin which the wicked children 
have no dread of. 

One would think this fhould have made them to relent, and 
they fhould have humbled themfelyes to their goad father, and 
begged ‘his pardons: but inftead of that, they juftify themfelves, 
and give him this infolent reply, Should he deal with our filer 
as.with an harlot? ‘lo, he fhould not; but if he do, muft 
they be their own avengers ? Will nothing lefs than fo many 
lives, and the ruin of a whole city, ferve to aton¢ for abufe 
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done to one foolifh girl? By their queftion, they tacitly reflec: 
upon their father, as if he would have been content to Tet them 
deal with his daughter as with an harlot. Note, It is com- 
mon for thofe who run into one extreme, to reproach and cen- 
fure thofe who keep the mean, as if they run into the other. 
Thofe who condemn the rigour of revenge, fhall be mifrepre- 
fented, as if they countenanced and juttified the offence. 


CHA BP RXXv. 


In this chapter we have three communtions, and three fune- 
‘pals. 1, Three communions between Ged and Facob: 
(1.) God ordered Faccb to Beth-el ; and in obedience to 
that order, he purged bis houfe of idols, and prepared for 


that journeys ver. Ty—5. (2+) Facob built an altar at 


Beth-el to the honour of God that bad appeared to him, and 


"an performance of his vow, ver. 6, 7. (3-} God appear. 
ed to him again, and confirmed the change of bis name, 
and the covenant with him, ver. 9;--13-; of which ap- 
pearance Jacob made a grateful acknowledgement, ver. 
14,15. IL. Three funerals: (1.) Deborah's, ver. 8. 
2.) Rachels, ver. 16,—20. (3:) Tfaac’s ver. 27,29. 
Here is alfo Reuben’s incefl, ver. 22.3 and en account of 
Facob’s fons, ver. 23;—-26. 


"A ND God faid unto Jacob, Arife, go up to 


Beth-el, and dwell there; and make there 


an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee 
when thou. fleddeft from the face of Efau thy 
brother. 2 Then Jacob faid unto his houfe- 
hold, and to all that were with him, Put away 
the ftrangze gods that are among you, and be 
clean, and change your garments: 3 And Jet 
us arife, and go up to Beth-el;, and I will make 
there an altar unto Ged, who anfwered me in 
the day of my diftrefs, and was with me in the 
way which I went. 4 And they gave unto Ja- 
cob all the’ ftrange gods which were in their 
hand, and a// their ear-rings which were in their 
‘ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which 
was by Shechem. 5 And they journeyed: 
and the terror of God was upon the’cities that 
were round about them, and they did not pur- 
fue after the fons of Jacob. 


Here, Fir/?, God minds Jacob of his vow at Beth-el, and 
fends him thither to perform it, ver. 1. Jacob had faid in the 
day of his diftrefs, /f I come again in peace, this fone (batt 
be Goa’s houfe, chap. xxviii. 22. God had performed his 
part of the bargain, had given Jacob more than bread to eat 
and raiment to put on; he had got an eftate, and was become 
two bands: But it fhould feem he had forgotten his vow, or 
at leaft had too lang deferred. the performance of it. . Seven 
or eight years it was now fince he came to Canaan: He had 
purchafed ground there, and had built an altar in remembrance 
of God’s laft appearance to him when he called him J/rael, 
chap. XXX. 19,-20.3 but ftill Beth-el is forgotten. Note, 
Time is apt to wear out the fenfe of mercies, and the tmpref- 
fions made upon us by them:, It fhould not be.fo,. but fo. itis. 
God had exercifed Jacob with a very fore affu@iom in his fa- 
mily, chap. xxxiv. to fee if that would bring his vow to his 


remembrance, and put him upon. the performance, of it ;.but-it 


had not that effect; Therefore God. comes. himdelf, and. puts 
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him in mind.of it; Ari, go to Beth-el, Note, 1. As many 
| as God loves, he will remind of neglected duties, one way or 
/-other, by confcience or providence, 


2. When we have vowed 
a vow to God, it is beft not to defer the payment of it, { Eccl. 
v. 4.)3 yet better late than never. God bid him go to Beth- 
el, and dwell there; i. e. not only go himfelf, but take his 
family with him, that they might join with him in his devo- 
tions. Note, In Beth-el, the houfe of God, we fhould defire 
to dwel/, Pfal. xxvii. 4. That fhould be our home, not our 
inn. God minds him not exprefsly of his vow, but of the oc- 
cafion of it; When thou fledd fi frim the face of Efau. Note, 
The remembrance of former affliGions fhould> bring to mind 
the workings of our fouls under them, Pfal. Ixvi. 13, 14. 
Secondly, Jacob commands his houfedo/d to prepare for this 
folemnity ; not only for the journey and remove, ‘but for the 
religious fervices that were to be performed, ver. 2, 3. Note, 
(1.) Before folemn ordinances there mutt be folemn prepara-- 
tion: Wash ye, muke ye clean; and then come and les us 
reafon together, Ha.i. 16,—18. (2.) Mafter’s of families 
fhould ufe their authority for the promoting of religion in their 
families: Not only we, but our bow/fes alfo fhould ferve che, 
Lord, Joth. xxiv. 15, Obferve the commands he gives his — 
houfehold; like Abraham, Gen. xviii. 19. {[1.] They muft. 
put away the firange gods. Strange gods in jacob’s family ! 
{trange things indeed! Could fuch a family, that was taught 
the good knowledge of the Lord, admit them? Could fuch a 
matter, to whom God had appeared twice, and oftener, connive 
at them? Doubtlefs this was his infirmity. Note, Thofe that 
are good themfelves, cannet have thofe about them fo good as 
they fhould be. In thofe families where there isa face of re- - 
ligion, and an altar to God,- yet many times there is much @- - 
mifs, and more /range gods than one would fufpedt. 
cob’s family, Rachel had her terapozm, which, it is to be fear- 
ed, fhe fecretly made fome fuperftitious ufe of, The captives. 
of Shechem brought their gods along with them. and perhaps 
Jacob’s fons took fome with the plunder. . Howéver they came 
by them, now they mult put them away. [2.] ‘They mult 
be clean, and change their garments ; they mutt. obferve a: 
decorum, andmake the beft appearance they could: Simeon. 
and Levi had their hands full of blood; it concerned them to - 
wath. and to put off the garments that were fo ftained. Thefe. - 
were but ceremonies, fignifying the purification of the heart, 
and the change of that: what is clean clothes, and new clothes, | 


- Without a e/ean heart, anda new heart? Dr Lightfoot, by. 


their being c/can, or wa/bing them, underftands. Jacob’s ad- 
mifion of the profelytes of Shechem and. Syria into his reli- 
gion -by dapiifm, becaufe circumcifion was beceme odious. 


~ £3.) They muft go with him to Bv-h-el, ver. 3. Note, Maf — 


ters of families, when they go up to the houfe of God, fhould.. 
bring their families with them. 
Lbirdly, His family forrenders all they had that was ido-- 
latrous or fuperttitious, ver. 4. Perhaps, if Jacob had called. 
for them fooner, they had fooner parted with them, being con- 
vigted by their own confciences of the vanity of them. Note, . 
Sometimes attempts for reformation fucceed better than one 
could have expected, and. people. are not-fo. obftinate. againtt: 
them as we feared. Jacob’s fervants, and even the retainers . 
to his family, gave him ad the frange gods, and the ew: -rings 
they. wore, either as charms, or to the honour of their gods $ 
they parted with a//. Note, Reformation is not fincere, if it _ 
he not univerfal. We may hope they parted with them cheer-. 
fully, and without relu@ancy ; as Ephraim did, when he faid, 
VWnat have I tv to. any more unth tdols 2 Hof. xiv. 8.3 or ; 
that people that faid to their idols, Ger ye heave, [fa xxx. 22. 
Jacob took care to: bury their images, we may fuppofe, in fome 
place unkwown to them, that they might: not afterwards find 
| a thems. 


\ | | 


\ 
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them, .and return to them. Note, We mult be wholly fepa- 
rated from our fins, as we are from thofe that are dead and 
buried out of our fight: Caft them to the moles and the bais, 
Ifa, it. 20. 
Fourthly, He removes, without moleftation, from Shechem 
. to Beth-el, ver. 5. The terror of God was upon the cities. 
Though the Canaanites were much exafperated againit the fons 
of Jacob for their barbarous ufage of the Shechemites; yet they 
_ were fo reftrained by a Divine power, that they could not take 
this fair opportunity which aow offered itfelf, when they were 
upon their march, to avenge their neighbour’s quarrel. Note, 
The way of duty is the way of fafety. While there was fia 
ia Jacob’s houfe, he was afraid of Ais nerghbours ; but now 
the ftrange gods were putiaway and they were all going toge- 
ther to Beth-el, his neighbours -were afraid of diz. When we 
are about God’s work, we are under fpecial protection : God 
is with us while we are with him; and if be be for us, who 
can be again? us? See Exod. xxxiv. 24. No man fhall de- 
Sire thy land, when thou goefl up to appear before the Lord. 
God governs the world more by fecret terrors on mens minds 
than we are aware of. 


6 | So Jacob came to Luz, which 7s in the 
land of Canaan (that is Beth-el) heand all the 
people that were with him. 7 And he built 
there an altar, and called the place El-beth-el: 


becaufe there God appeared unto him, when | 


he fled from the face of his brother. 8 But 
Deborah Rebekah’s nurfe died; and fhe was 
buried beneath Beth-el,; under an oath: and 
the name of it was called Allon-bachuth. 
o § And God appeared unto Jacob again, when 
he came out of Padan-aram) and blefled him. 
ro And God faid unto him, Thy name zs Jacob; 
thy name fhall not be called any more Jacob, 
but Ifrael fhall be thy name; and he called his 
namé"irael. 11 And God faid unto him, I am 
God Aimighty; be fruitful and multiply,a na- 
tion, and a company of nations fhall be of thee : 
and kings fhall come out of thy loins. 12 And 
the land which I gave Abraham and Ifaac, to 
thee I will give it, and to thy feed after thee 
will I give the land. 13 And God went up 
from him, in the place where he talked with 
_ him. 14 And Jacob fet up a pillar im the place 
where he talked with him, eve a pillar of ftone: 
and he poured a drink-offering thereon, and 
he poured oil thereon. 15 And Jacob called 
the name of the place where God fpake with 
him, Beth-el. ae 
| Jacob and his retinue being come fafe to Beth-el, we are 
here told what paffed there. 

Fu fi, There he 4uz/t an altar, yer. 7. and no doubt offer- 
ed fatrifice upon it, perhaps the tenth of his cattle, according 
tohisxow, J will give ibe tenth unto thee. With thefe fa- 

_ ¢fifices +e joined praifés for former mercies, particularly: that 
which thefight of the place brought frefh to his remembrance, 
and prayet-for the continnance of God’s favour to hin and 


his ‘family * Xndhe“cdlled ‘the place, (7. ¢. the altar) E/-beth- | 


él, The God ¢ Beth-el, As when he made a thankful ac- 
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knowledgment of the honour God had lately done him in cal- 
ling him L/rae/, he worfhipped God by the name af E/-elohe- 
ifrael ; fo now be was making a grateful recognition of God’s 
former favour to him at -Beth-el, he worfhips God by the name 
of ELbeth-el, The God of Beth-el, becaufe there God appeare 
ed to hin. Note, The comfort which the faints have in holy 
ordinances is not fo much from Berh-c/, The houfe of God, as 
from Ev-beth-el, The God of ihe baufe. The ordinances are 
but émpty things, if we do not meet with God in them. 
Secondly, There he buried Deborah Rebekah’s nurfe,. ver, 
8. We. have-reafon to think, that Jacob, after he came to 
Canaan, while his family dwelt near Shechem, went himfelf 
(it is likely often) to vifit his father Ifaac at Elebron. Re- 
bekah probably was dead but her old nurfe (of whom men- - 
tion is made, chaps xxiv. 59.) furvived her, and Jacob took 
her to his family, to be a companion to his wives, her coun- 
try-women, and an inftructor to his children: While.they 
were at Beth-el, the died, and died lamented; fo much la- 
mented, that the oak under which fhe was buried was called 


| Allon-bachuth, The oak of weeping. Note, (1.) Old fervants 


in a family, that have in their time been faithful and vfeful, 
ought to be refpected. . Honour was done to this nurfe at her 
death by Jacob’s family, though fhe was not related to them, 
and though fhe was aged. Former fervices, in fuch a cafe, 
muft be remembered. (2.) We do not know. where death 
may meet us$ perhaps at Beth-e/, The boule of God: There- 
fore let us ‘be always ready. (3.) Family affliaions may 
come even then when family reformation and réligion is on 
foot: Therefore rejoice with trembling.” 
Thirdly, There God appeared to him, ver. 9.3 to own his 
altar, and to anfwer to the name by which he had called him, 
The God of Beth-el, ver. 7.5 and to comfort him under his 
affliion, ver: 8, Note, God will appear to them in a way 
of grace, that attend on him in a way of duty. 
Here, [1.] He confirmed the change of bis mame, ver. 10. 
It was done before by the angel that wreftled with him, chap. — 
xxx, 28.; and here it was ratified by the Divine Majeity, 
or Shechinah, that appeared to him. There, it was to en- 
courage him againft the fear of Efau; here, againft the fear 
of the Canaanites. Who can be too hard for Ifrael, a prince 


with God? It is below thofe who are thus dignified, to droop 


and defpond. 

{2.] He renewed and ratified the covenant with him, by 
the name of E/.Shaddat, 1 am God Almghty; God All 
Sufficient, (ver. 11.); able to make good the promife in due 
tame, and to fupport theé and provide for thee in the mean 
time. Two things are promifed him, which we have met 
with often before. (1.) That he fhould be the father of a 
great nation: Great in number, 4 company of nations fhall 
be of thee ; every tribe of Ifrael was a nation, and ail the 
twelve a company of nations: Great in- honour and power, 
Kings /hall come out of thy loins. (2.) That he thould be. 
the matter of a good Jand, ver. 12. deferibed by the grantees, 
Abraham and Tfaae, ‘to whom it was promifed ; not by the 
occupants, the Canaanites, in whofe poffeflion it now was. 
The land that was given to Abraham and Ifaac, is here ens 
tailed on Jacob and his feed. He hall not have children > 
without an eftate, which is often-the care of the poor ; nor an 
eftate without children, which is often the grief of the rich; 
but bork. ~Vhefe two promifes had a fpiritual fignification ; 
which we may fuppofe Jacob himfelf had fome notion of, 


‘though not fo clear-and diftin€ as we now have; for without 


doubt, Chrift is the Promifed Seed, and heaven is the promi- 
fed Jand: The ‘former ‘is the foundation, and the latter the 

top-ftone of all ‘God's favours. 
[3:] He'then went ap from bine, (or from over him,) in 
oa fome 


“7p 


while he talked with him, ver. 13. Note, The fweeteft com- 
munions the faints have with God in this world, are fhort and 
tranfient, and foon have an end. Our vifion of God. in_hea- 
ven will be everlafting: There we. fhall be ever with the Lord; 
it is not fo here. 
Fourthly, There he ereéted a memorial of this, ver. 14. 
(1.) He fet up a pillar, When he was going to Padan- 
aram, he fet up that {tone which he had laid his head on fora 
pillar ; that was agreeable enough to his low condition and 
his hafty flight: But now he took time to erect one more 
ftately, more diftinguifhable and durable, probably inferting 
that {tone into it; and in token of his intending it for a /acred 
memorial of his communion with God, he poured oi/ and the 
other ingredients of a drink-offering upon it. His vow was, 
This fione fhall be God?s houfe, i.e. thall be fet up for his ho- 
nour, as houfes to the praife of their builders; and here he 
performs it, transferring it to God by avoznting it. (2.) He 
confirmed the name he had formerly given to the place, (ver. 
15.) Beth-el, The houfe of God. Yet this very: place after- 
wards loft the honour of its name, and became Berh-aven, A 
boufe of iniquity ; for here it was that Jeroboam fet up one 
of his calves. It is impoffible for the! beft men to entail fo 
‘much as the profeffion and form of religion-upon a place. 


16 J And they journeyed from Beth-el: 
and there was but a little way to come to Eph- 
rath: and Rachel travailed, and fhe had hard 
labour. 17 And it came to pafs when fhe was 
in hard labour, that the midwife faid unto. her, 
Fear not; thou fhalt have this fon alfo. £8 
And it came to pafs as her foul was in depart- 
ing, (for fhe died) that fhe called his name Ben- 
oni; but his.father called him Benjamin. 19 
And Rachel died, and was buried in the way 
to Ephrath, which is Beth-lehem.. 20 And Ja- 
cob. fet a pillar upon her grave: that 7s the 
pillar-of Rachel’s grave unto this day. ) 


* We have here the ftory of the death of Rachel, the belo- 
ved wife of Jacob. (1.).She fell in travail.dy she way, not 
able to reach to, Beth-lehem, the next town, though they were 
near it; fo fuddenly doth pain fometimes. come upon a woman 
an travail, that foe cannot efeape or put off. We mutt fup- 
pofe Jacob had foon a tent up, convenient enough. for her. re- 
ception. (2.) Her pains were violent. 
bour; harder than ufual. This. was the effe& of fin, Gen. 
iti. 16. Note, Human life begins with forrow,,and the rofes 
of its joy are furrounded with thorns. (3.) The midwife en- 
couraged her, ver. 17. No doubt fhe’had her midwife with 
her, ready at.hand; yet. that would not fecure her.: Rachel 
had faid when fhe bore Jofeph, God fhall-add another fon ; 
which now the. midwife remembers, and tells her her words 
were made good. Yet this did’ not avail to keep up her. fpi- 
rits: Unlefg God command away fear, no.one elfe can. He 
only faith, as one having authority, Fear not.. We. are apt, 
in extreme perils, to comfort ourfelves and our friends with 
the hopes of a.temporal deliverance, in which we may be dif- 


appointed ; we had better found cur-comforts. on that which 


cannot fail us, the hope of eternal life. (4.) Her travail was 
to the life of the child, but to-her own death. Note, Though 
the pains and perils of child-bearing were introduced by fin, 
yet they have fometimes been fatal to very bo/y women; who, 
though not fayed 2 child-bearing, are faved. sbrough ct with 
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fome vifible difplay of glory, which had hovered over him | 


She had. hard /a-. 
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an everlatting Glvation. © Rachel had paffionately faid, Grve 
me children, or elfe I die ; and now {he had children, (for: 


this was her fecond,) fhe died.. Her dying is:here called the 


departing of the foul. Note, ‘The death of the body is but 
the departure of the foul to the world of fpirits. (5.) Her 
dying lips called her new-born fon Ben-on,. the fon of my 
forrow: And many a fon, not born in fuch hard labour, yet 
proves the fon of his parents forrow, and the heavine/s of ber 
that bare him. Children are enough the forrow of their poor 
mothers, in breeding, bearing, and. nurfing of them; they fhould- 
therefore, when they grow up, ftudy to be their joy, and fo, if 
poflible, to make them fome amends. But Jacob, becaufe he 
would not renew the forrowful remembrance of the mother’s 
death, every time he called his fon by his name, changed his 
name, and called him Benjamin, The fon of my right-hand; 
i. €. very dear to me; fet on my right-hand for a right-hand: 
blefing ; the fupport of my age, like the ftaff in my raght-band, 
(6.) Jacob buried her near the place where fhe died. Dying: 
in child-bed, it was convenient to bury her guick/y; and there- 


fore he did not bring her to the burying-place of his family. 


If the foul be at reft after death, the matter is not great where: 
the body lies. In the place where the tree falls, shere ded it 
be. No mention is made of the mourning that was at her 
death, becaufe that might eafily be taken for granted. Jacobs. 
no doubt, was a true mourner. 
times befal us immediately after great comforts. Left Jacob. 
fhould be lifted up with the vifions of the Almighty. he. was- 
honoured with, this was fent asa thorn in the fleth, to bumble 
him. ‘Thofe that. enjoy the favours peculiar to the children of 
God, muft yet expect the troubles that are common to the 
children of men. Deborah, (who, had fhe lived, would have 
been a comfort to Rachel in her extremity,) died but a little. 
before. Note, When death comes into a family, it often 
ftrikes double. God by it /peaks, once, yea, twice. The 
Jewifh writers fay, The death of Deborah and Rachel was to 
expiate the murder of the Shechemites occafioned by Dinah a 
daughter of the family. ; 
Lajfily, Obferve, ‘That Jacob fet up a pillar upon her grave, 
fo that it was known long after to be Rachel?s fepulgbre, 1 
Sam. x. 2.3; and Providence fo ordered it, that this see ate 
terwards fell in the lot of Benjamin. — Jacob‘fet-up a pillar im 
remembrance of his joys, ver. 14.3 and here he fets up one in- 


remembrance of his forrows: For as it may be of ufe to ours - 
felves to keep both in mind, fo it may. be of ufe to others to.- 


tranfmit the memorials, of both. The church long after owns 


ed, that what God faid'to Jacob at Beth-el, both by his word . 
and by his rod, he intended for their inftru@tion, Hof. xii. 4. . 
There he fpake with us. 


21 And Ifrael journeyed and {pread his tent: | 
: 22 And it came to.. 
pafs when Ifrael dwelt in that land, that Reu— 


beyond the tower of Edar. 


ben went and lay with Bilhah his father’s con- 
cubine :- and. Hfrael heard zt. 
Jacob were twelve. 23 The fons of Leah ; 
Reuben Jacob’s firft-born, and Simeon, and 
Levi, and Judah, and Iffachar, and Zebulvn. 
24 The fons of Rachel; Jofeph, and. Benjamin. 


) 


.25.And the fons of Bilhah, Rachel’s hand-maid; 
- Dan; and Naphtali. 
- pah, Leah’s hand-maid; Gad, and A fher’ Thefé 


26 And: the fons ¥f Zils 


are the fons of Jacob, which were bo# to. him. 
in Padan-aram. 27 J And Jacob @me unto, 

ee Tfaac. 
in 


/ 


Note, Great aftictons fome- - 


Now the fons of. 


se 
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Ifaac his father, unto Mamre, unto the city of 


Arbah (which is Hebron) where Abraham and - 


Yaac fojourned. 28 And the days of Ifaac 
were an hundred and fourfcore years. 29 And 
Ifaac gave up the ghoft and died, and was ga- 
thered unto his people, being old and full of 
days: and his fons Efau and Jacob. buried 
him. 

Here is, Fir/?, Jacob’s remove, ver. 21. He alfo, as his 
fathers, /ojourned in the land of promife, as in a firange coun- 
try, and was not long in a place. Immediately after the 
{tory of Rachel’s death, he is here called Ifrael, ver. 21, 22. 
and not often fo after: The Jews fay, the hiftorian doth him 
this honour here, becaufe he bore that affliction with fuch ad- 
mirable patience and fubmiflion to Providence. Note, Thofe 
are L/raels indeed, princes with God, that fupport the govern- 
- ment of their own paffions. He that has this rude over his 
own fpirit, is better than the mighty. Tfrael, a prince with 
God, yet dwells in tents; the city is referved for him in the 
other world. . 

Secondly, The fin of Reuben. A piece of abominable 
wickednets it was that he was guilty of, ver. 22.; that very 
fin which the apoftle faith (1 Cor. v. i.) is not fo much as 
named among ft the Gentiles, that one /hould have his father’s 
_ wife. It is faid to be when L/rael dwelt in that land, as if 
he were then abfent from -his family, which might be the un- 
happy occafion of thefe diforders, Though perhaps Bilhah 
was the greater criminal, and‘it is probable was abandoned by 
Jacob for it; yet Reuben’s crime was fo provoking, that for 
it he loft Azs berth-right and: bleffing, chap. xlix. 4. The 
firft-born is‘not always the beft, nor the moft promifing. This 
was Reuben’s fin; but it was Jacob’s affliction: And what'a 
fore aflliction it, was, is itimated in a little compafs; ad Jf 
rael heard zt. No more is faid ; that ‘is enough; he heard ut 
with the utmoft grief and: fhame, horror and difpleafure. 
Reuben thought to conceal it, that his father fhould never 
hear it 5 but thofe that promife themfelves fecrecy in fin, are 
_ generally difappointed ; a bird‘ of the air carries the vorce. 

Thirdly, A.complete lift-of the fons of Jacob, now Benja- 
min the youngeft was born.. This is the firft- time that we 
have the. names of thefe heads of the twelve tribes together ; 
afterwards we find them very often {poken. of and enumerated, 
even to the end of the Bible, Rev. vi. 4. and xxi. 12. 

Fourihlys The vilit which Jacob made to his father Ifaac 
at’Hebron.. We may fuppofe he had vifited him before, fince 
his return, forhe fore. longed. after bis father’s houfe; but 
never till now brought his family to fettle with him, or near 
him, ver. 27. Probably he did this now upon -the death of 
Rebekah, by which’ Laac. was left folitary, and:not difpofed to 
marry again. 

Fifihly, The age and. death’ of aac are. here: recorded } 
though it appears by computation that he died not till many 
years after Jofeph was fold into Egypt, and. much about the 
time that he was preferred there. aac, a mild* qutet- man,. 
lived:the longeft of all the patriarchs ; for he was 180 years 
old, Abrabam.was but 175.. Ifaac-lived about. forty years af- 
ter he had made his will, chap. xxvil. 2. We fhall not die 

an_hour the fooner,, but abundance the better, for our timely 
{eting of our heart and houfe in order. Particular. notice is 
taken of the amicable agreement of Efau and Jacob, in folem- 
mizng their father’s funeral, ver; 29.3 to fhew how. God had 
wonGrfully changed Efau’s mind, fince he vowed: his bro- 
_ ther’s aurder immediately after his father’s death, chap. xxvii. 
AI. Ite, God has many ways of preventing ill men from 
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doing the mifchief they intendedy he can either tie their 
hands, or turn their hearts. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 

Ta this chapter, we have an account of the poflerity of Efau, nvho 

from him were called Edomites; that Efaw who fold his birth+ 
right and loft his blefing, and was not loved of God as Facob 
was. Here is a brief regifer kept of his family for fome ge- 
nerations : (1.) Becaufe he was the fon of Ifaac, for whofe 
Jake this honour is put upon him. (2.) Becaufe the Edomites 
were neighbours to Lfrael, ana their genealogy would be of ufe 
to give light to the following flories of what paffed betavecn 
them. (3.) It is to fhew the performance of the promife to 
Abraham, that he foould be the father of many nations; and 
of that anfwer which Rebekah had from the oracle fhe confult= 
ed, Two nations are in thy womb; and of the dleffing of I- 
faac, Thy dwelling fhall be the fatnefs of the earth. Here 
és, 1. Efau’s wives, ver. 1,—5. II. His remove to mount 
Seir, ver. 6,—8. III. The names of his fons, ver. 9,>—14-. 
IV. The dukes which defcended of his fons, ver. 15,—19, 
V. The dukes of the Horites, ver. 20.—30. Wl. The kings 
and dukes of Edom, ver. 31, ad fin. Little more is recorded 
but their names only; becaufe the hiftory of thofe that were out of 
the church, though perhaps it might have been ferviceable in po- 
fitics, yet would have been of little ufe in divinity. It is in the 
church that the memorable inftances are found of [pecial grace, 
and fpecial providence ; for that is the inclofure, the ref is 
common. This chapter ts abridged, 1 Chron.\i, 355 ce 


OW thefe are the generations of Efau,; who 

. is Edom. 2 Efau took his wives of the 
daughters of Canaan; Adah the daughter of 
Elon the Hittite, and Aholibamah the daugh- 
ter of Anah the. daughter of Zibeon the Ht- 
vite: 3 And Bafhemath, Ifhmael’s daughter, . 
fitter of Nebajoth.. 4 And Adah bare to Efau, 
Eliphaz; and Bafhemath bare: Reuel. 5 And 
Aholibamah bare feufh, and Jaalam, and Ko- 
rah: thefe are the fons of Efau, which were 
born unto him in the land of Canaan. 6 And. 
Efau took his wives, and his fons, and his daugh- 
ters, and all the perfons of his houfe, and: his 
cattle, and all his beafts; and all his fubftance, 
which he had got in the land of Canaan; and: 
went into the country, from the face of his bro- 
ther Jacob. 7 For their riches were more than: 
that they might dwell together: and the land. 
wherein they were ftrangers, could. not bear. 
them, becaufe of. their. cattle. $ Thus dwelt. 


Efau in mount Seir: Efau is Edom.. 


Obferve here, (1.) Concerning L/au him/elf, ver 1. That® 
he is called Edom, (and again, ver. 8.); that name by which. 
was perpetuated the remembrance of the foolifh bargain he; 
made, when he fold his birth-right for chat red, that red pot= 
tage. ‘The very mention of that name is enough to intimate 
the reafon why ‘his family is turned off with fuch-a fhort ac- 
count. Note, lf men do-any’ill thing; they muft thank them-: 
felves when. it is long after remembered .againft them to. their: 
reproach. 

(2.) Concerning his weves, and the children they bore him» 
in the land of Canaan. He had chree wives ; and by them» 

ale 
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-all but five fons; Many a one has more by one wife. God in 
his providence often difappoints thofe who take indire&t courfes 


to build up a family; yet here the promife prevailed, and E- 


fau’s family was built up. 

(3.) Concerning his remove to Meunt Serr, which was the 
country God had given him for a pofleffion when he. referved 
Canaan for the feed of Jacob. God owns it long after, I gave 
to Efau mount Seir, Deut. it. 5. Joth. xxiv. 4.3 which was 
the reafon why the Edomites. muft not be difturbed in their 
pofleffion. 
Jacob had to Canaan, may have a very good title by providence 
to their eftates, fuch as Efau had to mount Seir. Efau had 
begun to fettle among his wives relations in Seir, before Jacob 
came from Padan-aram, chap. xxxii. 3. Tfaac, it is likely, had 
fent him thither, (as Abraham in his lifetime had fent the 
fons of the concubines from Ifaac his fon into the eaft-country, 
chap. xxv. 6.) that Jacob might have the clearer a way made 
him to the poffeffion of the promifed land: But probably du- 
ring the life of Ifaac, Efau had {till fome effects remaining in 
Canaan? but after his death, he wholly withdrew to mount 
Seir, took with him what came to his fhare of his father’s per- 
fonal eftate, and left Canaan to Jacob, not only becaufe he had 
the promife of it, but becaufe he faw if they {hould both con- 
tinue to thrive as they had begun, there would not be room for 
both. Thus dwelt Efau in mount Seir, ver. 8. Note, What- 

ever oppofition may be made, God’s word will take place ; and 
‘even thofe that have oppofed it, will fee themfelves, fome time 
or other, under a neceflity of yielding*to it, and acquiefcing in 
it. Efan had ftruggled for Canaan, but now he tamely re- 
‘ires to mount Seir; for God’s counfels thall certainly ftand, 


-eoncerning the times before appointed, and the bounds of our - 


habitation. 


@q And thefe are the generations of Efau ‘ 


‘the father of the Edomites, in mount Seir. 10 
Thefe are the names of Efau’s fons; Eliphaz the 
fon of Adah the wife of Efau, Reuel the fon of 
Bafhemath the wife of Efau. 11 And the fons 
of Eliphaz were, Teman, Omar, Zepho, and 
Gatam, and Kenaz. 12 And Timna was con- 
-cubine to Eliphaz Efau’s fon; and fhe bare to 
Eliphaz Amalek: thefe were the fons of A- 
dah Efau’s wife. 313 And thefe are, the fons of 
Reuel; Nahath, and Zerah, Shammah, and 
Mizzah : thefe were the fons of Bafhemath E- 
fat’s wife. i4 4 And thefe were the fons of 
Aholibamah, the daughter of Anah, the daugh- 
ter of Zibeon Efau’s wife: and fhe bare to E- 
fau, Jewfh, and Jaalam, and Korah. 15 ¢ Thefe 
were dukes of the fons of Efau: the fons of E- 
liphaz the firtt-born /on of Efau; duke Teman, 
duke Omar, duke Zepho, duke Kenaz, -16 
Duke Korah, duke Gatam, and duke Amalek: 
thefe are the dukes that came of Eliphaz, in 
the land of Edom: thefe wére the fons of A- 
dah. 17 And thefe are the fons of Reuel E- 
fau’s\ion; duke Nahath, duke Zerah, duke 
Shammah, duke Mizzah. Thetfe are the dukes 
that came of Reuel, in the land of Edém: thefe 
are the fons of Bafhiemath Efau’s wife. 18 | 
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are their dukes. 


Thofe that have not a right by promife, fuch as _ 


And thefe are the fons of Aholibaman Efau’s 
wife ; duke Jeufh, duke Jaalam, duke Korah: 
thefe were the dukes that came of Aholibamah 
the daughter of Anah Efau’s wife. 19 Thefe 
are the fons of Efau, (who is Edom) and thefe - 


‘Obferve here, [1.] That only the names of Efau’s fons and 
grandfons are recorded. Only their names, not their 4ifforys. 
for it is the church that Mofes preferves the records of, not of - 
thofe that were without. The elders only that lived by faith, 
obtained a good report. It is Sioa that produceth the men 
of renown, not Seir, Pfal. lxxxvii. 5. Nor doth the genea- 
logy go any further than the third and fourth generation, the_ 
very names of all after are buried in oblivion: It. is only the 
pedigree of the Ifraelites who were to be the heirs of Canaan, 
and of whom were to come the Promifed Seed, andthe holy 
feed that is drawn out to any length, as far as there was occa- 
fion for it; even of all the tribes till Canaan was divided a- — 
mong them, and of the royal line till Chrift came. [2.] That 
the fons and grandfons of Efau are called dukes, ver. 155— 
18. Probably they were military commanders, dukes or cap- 
tains that had foldiers under them; for Efau and his family 
lived by the /word, chap. xxvit. 40. Note, Titles of honour 
have been more anciént owt of the church than zm it, Efau’s 
fons were dukes, when Jacob’s fons were but plain /hepherds, 
chap. xlvii, 3. This is not a reafon why fuch titles fhould not 
be ufed among Chriftians, but is a reafon why men fhould not 
over-value themfelves or others for the fake of them. There 
is an honour that comes from God, and a name in his houfe 
that is infinitely more valuable. Edomites may be dukes with. 
men, but Ifraelites indeed are made to our God kings and 
priefiss [3.] We may fuppofe thofe dukes had numerous fa- 
milies of children and fervants, that were their dukedoms. 
God promifed to multiply Jacob, and to enrich him; yet E- 
fau increafes, and is enriched firft. Note, It is no new thing 
for the men of this world to be ful/ of children, and to have 
their bellies too filled with the hid treafure, Pfal. xvii. 14. 
God’s promife to Jacob began to work late, but the effect of it 
remaied longer, and it-had its complete accomplifhment in the 
fpiritual Ifrael. 


204 Thefe are the fons of Seir the Horite, 
who inhabited the land; Lotan, and Shobal, and 
Zibeon; and Anah, 21:And Difhon, and Ezer, 
and Difhan: thefe are the dukes of the Horites, - 
the children of Seir in the land of Edom. 22 
And the children of Lotan were, Hori, and He- 
man: and Lotan’s fifter was Timna. 23 And 
the children of Shobal were thefe; Alvan, and 
Manahath, arid Ebal, Shepho, and Onam: 24 
And thefe are the children of Zibeon: both A- 


- jJah,and Anah: this was that Anah, that found 


the mules in the wildernefs, «as he fed the affes 
of Zibeon his father.’ 25 And the children of 
Anah were thefe; Difhon, and Aholibamah 
the daughter of Anah. 26 And thefe- are thé 
children of Difhon; Hemdan, and Efhban,.aid — 
ithran, and Cheran. 27 The children‘of Per 
are thefe; Bilhan, and Zaavan, and Adan. 


28 The children of Difhan are thefe; Uz and 


= /Akan, 


Ey ly they learned their way, and corrupted themfelves. 


Chap. XXXVI. 


Aran. 29 Thefe are the dukes that came of 


the Horites; duke Lotan, duke Shobal, duke } 


‘Libeon, duke Anah. 30 Duke Dithon, duke 
Ezer, duke Difhan: thefe are the dukes that 
came of Hori, among their dukes in the land 
of Seir. meh 

‘In the midft of thé genealogy of the Edomites, here is in- 
ferted the genealogy of the Horites, thofe Canaanites, or Hit- 
~ tites, (compare Gen. xxvi. 34.) that ‘were the natives of 
mount Seir. Mention is made of them Gen. xiv. 6.3 and 
of their intereft in. mount Seir before the Edomites took pof- 


feffion of it, Deut. ii. 12, 22. ‘This comes in here, not only 


fo pive light to the ftory, but to be a landing reflegion upon 
the Edomites for intermarrying with them, by which it is ye 
au 
having fold his birth-right, and lo& his blefling, and entered 
into alliance with the Hittites, ‘his pofterity and the Suas of 
Seir are here reckoned together. Note, Thofe that treacher- 
oufly defert God’s church are juftly numbered with thofe that 
were never in it: Apoltate Edomites {tand on the fame ground 
with accurfed Horites. Particular notice is taken of one A- 
nah who fed the affes of Zibeon his father, ver, 20. and yet 
is called duke Anah, ver. 29. Note, Thofe that expect to 
rife high fhould begin low. An honourable defcent. fhould 
not keep men from an honeft employment, nor a mean em- 
ployment baulk any man’s preferment. This Anah was not 
only induftrious in his bufinefs, but ingenious too, and fuccefs- 
ful, for he found mules, or (as fome read it) waters; hot 
baths in the wildernefs :. thofe that are diligent in their bufi- 
nefs, fometimes find more advantage than they expected. 

31 4 And thefe are the kings that reigned 
in the land of Edom, before there reigned any 
king over the children of Tfrael. 32 And Be- 
la the fon of Beor reigned in Edom: and the 
name of his city was-Dinhabah. 33 And Be- 
la died, and Jobab the fon of Zerah of Bozrah 
reigned in his ftead. 34 And Jobab died, and 
Hutham of the land of Temani reigned in his 
ftead. 35 And Hutham died, and. Hadad the 
fon of Bedad (who fmote Midian in the field of 
Moab) reigned in his ftead: and the name of 
his city was Avith. 36 And Hadad died, and 
Samlah of Mafrekah reigned in his ftead. 
‘And Samlah died; and Saul of Rehoboth dy 

‘the river reigned in his ftead. 38 And Saul 
‘died, and Baal-hanan the fon of Achbor reign- 
ed in his ftead. 39 And Baal-hanan the fon of 
Achbor died, and Hadar reigned in his ftead: 
and the name of his city was Pau; and his 
wife’s name was Mehetabel, the daughter of 
Matred, the daughter of Mezahab. 40 And 
thefe are the names of the dukes that came of 

-Efau, according to their families, after their 
places, by their names; duke Timnah, duke 
Alvah, duke Jetheth, 41 Duke Aholibamah, 
duke Elah, duke Pinon, 42 Duke Kenaz, duke 
Teman, duke Mibzar, 43 Duke Magdiel, duke 
Tram: thefe be the dukes of Edom, according 
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| in Jefhurun, ver. 31. 


. a75 
to their habitations, in the land of their poffef- 


fion; he is Efau the father of the Edomites. 


By degrees, it feems, the Edomites wormed out the Ho- 
rites,.and got full poflefhon of the country, and had a govern- 
ment. of their own. 

[1.] They were ruled by kings that governed the whole 
country, and feem to have come to the throne by election, and 
not by lineal defcent: So Bithop Patrick obferves. -‘Thefe 
kings reigned in Edom defore there reigned any king over the 
children of ifrael, i. e. before Mofes’s time, for he was king 
God had lately promifed Jacob, that 
kings foould come out of bis loins, chap. xxxv.11.; yet E- 
fau’s blood becomes ‘royal long before any of Jacob’s did. 
Note, In external profperity and honour, the children of the 
covenant are oft ca/# bebind, and thofe that are out of cove. 
nant get the fiart, ‘he triumphing of the wicked may be 
quick, but it is /hort; foon ripe, and as foon rotten: But the 
produdts of the promife, though they are flow, they are fure 
and lalting; at rhe end it fhall peak, and not le. We may 
fuppofe it a great trial to the faith of God’s Hrael, to hear of 
the pomp and power of the kings of Edom, while they were - 
bond-flaves in Egypt: But thofe that-/ook for great things 
from God, mut be content to wait for them; God’s time is 
the beft time. 

[2.] They were afterwards governed by duées, again here 
named, who, | fuppofe, ruled all at the fame time in feveral~ 
places in the country.. They fet up this form of government, 
either in conformity to the Horites, who had ufed it, ver. 29.5. 
or God’s providence reduced them to it, as. fome conjecture, 
to correct them for their unkindnefs to. Ifrael, in refufing them 
paffaye through their country, Numb. xx..18... Note, When 
power is abufed, it is jult with God to weaken it, by turning 
it Into divers channels: For the tran/greffion of a land, many 
are the princes thereof. Sin brought Edom ‘from kings. to 


| dukes, from crowns to coronéts. We read of the dukes of © 


Edom, Exod. xv. 15.; yet long after, of their kings again. 

Lefily, Obferve, Mount Seir is called the land of their po/- 
Seffion, ver. 43. While the Ifraclites dwelt in the houfe of* 
bondage, and their Canaan was only ‘he land of promue, the 
Edomites dwelt in their own Aabitations, and Séir was in their 
pofcfion, Note, The children of this world have their all in 
hand, and nothing in hope, (Luke xvi. 25.); while the chil. | 
dren of God have their all in hope, and next to nothing in 
hand. But, all things confidered, it is better to have Canaan 
in promife, than Mount Seir-in peffeffion. 


GHA P. XXXVIIL 

Mt this chapter begins the flory of Foleph ; who from hence, . 
in every chapter (but one) to the end of this book, makes 
‘the greateh figure, He was Yacob’s eldeffon, by his bee 
loved wife Rachel; born, as many eminent men were, of 
a mother that had been ling barren. Hts flory is fo rem - 
markably divided between bis humiliation and exaltation, 

| that we cannot-avoid feeing famething of Chrift in it, who 
was firf? humbled and then exalted, and in many inftaneces 
Jo as to anfwer the type of Fofeph: It alfo fhews, the lot 
of Chriftians, who muft through many tribulations enter 
into the kingdom, In thts chapter, me have, 


‘I. The malice bis brethren bore again him: They hated - 


him, (1.) Becaufe be informed bis father of their wicked 
nefs, Ver. 1, 2. (2.) Becaufe his father loved bim, ver. 3, » 
4. (3+) Becaufe be dreamed of bis dominion over them, 
ver. §,—IT. 

ID. The enrfcbiefs his brethren defigned and did to him, (1.) 
Firs kind vifit be made them gave an opportunily, ver. 12, 


a a 
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17. (2:) They defigned to flay him, but determined to 
ftarve him, ver. 18,24. (3.) They changed their pur- 
pole, and fold him for a flave, ver. 25,—28. (4.) They 
‘made their father believe that he was torn in pieces, ver. 
29,—55. (5.) He was fold in Egypt to Potiphar, Wey. 36. 
| And all this was working together for good. 
ND Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his 
father was a ftranger, in the land of Ca- 


naan. 2:Thefe are the generations of Jacob ; 


Jofeph being feventeen years old, was feeding | 


the flock with his brethren, and the lad was 


with the fons of Bilhah, and with the fons ef © 


Lilpah, his father’s wives: and Jofeph brought 
unto his father their evil report. 3 Now Ifrael 
loved Jofeph more than all his children, becaufe 
he was the fon of his old age: and he made 

him a coat of many colours. 4 And when his 
brethren faw that their father loved him more 
than all his brethren, they hated him, and could 
not {peak peaceably unto him. ; 


Mofes has no more to fay of the Edomites, unlefs as they 
happen to fall in Ifrael’s way ; but now applies himfelf clofely 
to the ftory of Jacob’s family: The/e are the generations of 
Jacob. His is not a barren genealogy, as thofe of Efau, 
chap. xxxvi. 1. but a memorable ufeful hiftory. Eere is, 

Firf?, Jacob a fojourner with his father Lfaac, who was yet 
‘living, wer. 1. 
heaven. | 

Secondly, Jofeph a thepherd, feeding the flock wrth his bre- 
thren, ver. 22. Though he was his father’s darling, yet he 
was not bred up in idlenefs or delicacy. “thofe do not truly 
love their children that do not inure them to bufinefs and la- 
bour and mortification. Fondling of children is with good rea- 
fon called /por/ing them and marring them. Thofe that are 
trained up to do nothing, are likely to be good for nothing. 

Thirdly, Fofeph beloved by his father, ver. 3.3 partly for 
his dear mother’s fake that was dead; and partly for his own 
fake ; becaufe he was the greateft comfort of Ars o/d age. Pro- 
ably he waited on him, and was more obfervant of him than 
the reft of his fons: He was the-fon of the ancient, fo fome; 
z. e. when he was a child, he was as grave and difcreet as if 
he had been an old man; a child, but not child/h. Jacob 
proclaimed his affection to him, by drefling him finer than the 
reft of his children; he made him a coat of divers colours, 
which probably was fignificant of further honours intended ‘him. 
Note, Though thofe children are happy that have that in them 
which juftly recommends them to their parents particular love ; 
yet it is the prudence of parents not to make a difference be- 
tween one child and another, unlefs there be a great and ma- 
nifeft caufe given for it by the childrens dutifulnefs or unduti- 
fulnefs: Paternal government muft be impartial, and managed 
with a fteady hand. 

Fourthly, Jofeph hated by his brethren, 1. Becaufe dis fa- 
ther loved him.’ When parents make a difference, children 
foon take notice of it, and it often occafions feuds and quarrels 
in families. 2. Becaufe he brought to his father their evil 
repor!. Jacob’s fons did that when they were froma ‘under his 
eye, which they durft not have done if they had been at home 
with him: But Jofeph gave his father an account of their ill 
carriage, that he might reprove and reftrain them}; not as a 
malicious ta/e-bearer, to fow difcord ; but as a faithful brother, 
who, when he durf? nos admonifh them himfelf, reprefented 
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We fhall never be at home until we come to 


their faults to one that had authority to admonifh them. Note, 


(1.) It is common for friendly monitors to be looked upon as 
enemies. They that hate to be reformed, hate thofe that would 
reform them, Prov. ix. 8. (2.) It is common for thofe that 
are beloved of God, to be hated by the world , whom heaven 
bleffeth, hell curfeth: Thofe whom God fpeaks comfortably 
to, wicked men will not {peak peaceably to. It is faid here 
of Jofeph, The lad was with the fons of Bilbah: Some read 
it, and be was _/ervant to them; they made him their drudge. 


5 And Jofeph dreamed a dream, and he 
told 7¢ his brethren: and they hated him yet 
the more. 6 And he faid unto them, Hear, I 
pray you, this dream which I have dreamed, 
7 For behold, we were binding fheaves in the 
field, and lo, my fheaf arofe, and alfo ftood up- 
right ; and behold, your fheaves ftood round a- 
bout, and made obeifance to my fheaf. 8 And 
his brethren faid unto him, Shalt thou indeed 
reign over us? or fhalt thou indeed have do- 
minion over us? and they hated him yet the 
more for his dreams, and for his words. 9 And 
he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his 
brethren, and faid, Behold, I have dreamed a 


dream more, and behold, the fun and the moon, : 


and the eleven ftars made obeifance to me. 10 
And he told 7 to his father, and’ to his bre- 
thren: and his father rebuked him, and faid 
unto him, What zs this dream that thou hait 
dreamed ? Shall I and thy mother and thy bre- 
thren indeed come to bow down ourfelves to 
thee, to the earth? 11 And his brethren envied 
him: but his father obferved.the faying. 


Here, Fiy/?, Jofeph relates the prophetical dreams he had, 
ver. 6,7, 9,10. ‘Though he was now very young, about fe- 
venteen years old, yet he was pious and devout, and we// zn- 
clined ; and this fitted him for God’s gracious difcoveries of 
himfelf to him. Jofeph hada great deal of trouble before him; 
and therefore God. gave him betimes this profpeét of his ad- 
vancement, to fupport and comfort him under the long and 
grievous troubles with which he was to be exercifed. Thus 
Chrift had a joy fet before him; and fo have Chriftians. Note, 
God has ways of preparing his people before-hand for the trials 
which they cannot forefee, but which he has an eye to in the 
comforts he furnifheth them with. His dreams were, (1.) 
That his brethren’s fheaves all bowed to his ; intimating upon 
what occafion they fhould be brought to do obeifance to him, 
vz. in feeking to him for corn, their empty fheaves fhould bow 
to his fullone. (2.) That the fun and moon, and the eleven 
{tars did obeifance to him, ver. g. _Jofeph was more of a pro- 


phet than a politician, elfe he would have kept this to himfelf, 


when he could not but know that his brethren did already hate 
him, and that this would but the more exafverate them. But 
if he told it in his fimplicity, yet God direéted it for the mor- 
tification of his brethren. Obferve, Jofeph dreamed of his pre- 
ferment, but he did not dream of his imprifonment. Thus 
many young people, when they are fetting out in the world, 
think of nothing but profperity and pleafure, and never dream 

of trouble. ‘ j 
Secondly, His brethren take it very heinoufly, and are more 
and more enraged again{t him, ver, 8. Shalt thou indeed reign 
over 
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' be glad to be beholden to him. 


over us? See here, 1. How truly they interpreted his dream, 
that he fhould reign over them. They become the expofitors 
of his dream who were enemies to the accomplifhment of it; 


as in Gideon’s ftory, Judg. vii. 135.14. They perceived that 


he fpake of them, Mat. xxi. 45. The event exaétly anfwer- 
ed this interpretation, chap. xlii. 6, &c. 2. How fcornfully 
they refented its She/t thou, that art but one, reign over us 
that are many? thou that art the youngeft, over us that are el- 
der? Note, The reign and dominion of Jefus Chrift, our Fo- 


Jeph, hath been and is defpifed and {triven againft bya carnal _ 
~. unbelieving world, who cannot endure to think that shis man 


fhould reign over them: The dominion alfo of the upright, in 
the morning of the refurreftion, is thought of with the utmoft 
difdain. 

Thirdly, His father-gives him a gentle rebuke for it; yet 
obferves the faying, ver. 10, 11. Probably he checked him 
for it, to leffen the offence which his brethren would be apt to 
take at it; yet he took notice of it more than he feemed todo: 
He infinuated that it was but an idle dream, becaufe Ars mo- 
ther was brought in, who had been dead fome time fince ; 


whereas the fun, moon, and eleven f{tars, fignify no more but 


the whole family that fhould have a dependance upon him, and 
Note, The faith of God's 
people in God’s promifes, is often forely fhaken by their mif- 
underftanding of the promifes, and then fuggefting the impro- 
babilities that attend the performance: But God is doing his 
own work, and will do it, whether we underftand him aright 
or not. Jacob, like Mary, (Luke ii. 51.) Rept the/e fayings 
tn bis heart ; and no doubt remembered them long after, when 
tie event anfwered the prediction. 


12 q4 And his brethren went to feed their 
father’s flock in Shechem. 13 And Ifrael faid 
unto Jofeph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock 
in Shechem? Come, and I will fend thee unto 
them. And he faid unto him, Heream Zl. 14 
And he faid to him,. Go, I pray thee, fee whe- 
ther it be well with thy brethren, and well with 
the flocks; and bring me word again. So he 
fent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he 
came to Shechem.. 15 { And a certain man 


- found him, and. behold, be was wandering in 


the field: and the man afked him, faying, 


What feekeft thou? 16 And he faid, I feek my 
brethren : tell me, I pray thee, where they feed 
their flocks. 17 And the man faid, They are 
departed hence: for I heard them fay, Let us 
go to Dothan. And Jofeph went after his bre- 
thren, and found them in Dothan. 18 And 
when they faw him afar off, even before he 
came near unto them, they confpired againft 
him, to flay him. 19 And they faid one to a- 
nother, Behold, this dreamer cometh. 20 Come 
now therefore, and let-us flay him, and caft him 
into fome pit; and we will fay, Some evil beaft 
hath devoured him: and we {hall fee what will 
become of his dreams. 21 And Reuben heard 
it, and he delivered him out of their hands ; 
and faid, Let us not kill him. 22 And Reuben 
faid unto them, Shed no blood, dwt caft him in- 
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_ mites fome years before. 


wh 
to this pit that is in the wildernefs, and lay no 
hand upon him; that he might rid him out of 
their hands, to deliver him to his father again. 
Here is Firft, The kind vifit which Jofeph, in obedience to 
his father’s command, made to his brethren, who were feed- 
ing the flock at Shechem, many miles off. Some fuggeft that 
they went thither on’ purpofe, expecting that Jofeph would be 
fent to fee them, and then they fhould have an opportunity to 
do him a mifchief.. However, Jofeph and his father had both 
of them more of the innocency of the dove than the wifdom of 
the ferpent, elfe he had never come thus into the hands of thofe 
that hated him: But God defigned it all for goad. See in 
Jofeph an inftance, (1.) Of dutifulnefs to his father: though 
he was his father?s darling, yet he was made, and was willing 
to be his father’s fervant. How readily doth he wait his fa- 
ther’s orders? Here,am I, ver. 13..' Note, Thofe children 
that are beft beloved by their parents, fhould be moft obedient 
to their parents; and then their love is well be/owed, and 
well returned. (2.) Of kindnefs to his brethren: ‘Though 
he knew they bated him, and -envied him ; yet he made no. 
objections againit his father’s commands, either from the di- 
{tance of the place, or danger*of the journey ; but cheerfully 
embraced the opportunity of fhewing his refpeét to his brethren. 
Note; It is a very good leffon, though it is hardly learned, and 
rarely practifed, to lave thofe that hate us. If our relations do 
not their duty to us, yet we mutt not be wanting in our duty 
to them. This is thank-worthy.  Jofeph was fent by his fa- 
ther to. Shechem, to fee whether his brethren were well there ; 
and whether the country had not rifen upon them, and deftroy= 
ed them, in revenge of their barbarous murder of the Sheche- 
But Jofeph not finding them there, 
went to Dothan; which fhewed that he undertook this jour- 
ney, not only in obedience to his father, for then he might, 
have returned when he miffed: them at Shechem, having done 
what his father bid him; but, out of love to his brethren; he 
fecks diligently till he finds them. Thus let brotherly love 
continue, and let us give proofs of it. . 
Secondly, The bloody and malicious plot of his brethren a- , 
gain{t him, who rendered him evil for good, and for Ars love 
they were his adverfaries. _ Obferve, [1.] How deliberate 
they were in the contrivance of this mifchief: When they /aw 
him afar off; they con/pired againfi him, ver. 18. It was not 
in a heat, or on a fudden provocation, that they thought to flay - 
him; but from malice prepenfe, and in cold blood. Note, He 
that hateth his brother is a murderer; for he will be one, if 
he haye an opportunity, 1 John iii. 15. Malice is a moft mit 
chievous thing, and is in danger of making bloody work where 
it is harboured and indulged. . The more there is of a project 
and contrivance in a fin, the worfe it is: It is bad to wo evil, 
‘but worfe to dew/e it. [2.] How crue/ they were in the de- 
figa, ‘nothing lefs than his blood would fatisfy them: Come, 
and let us flay bim, ver, 20. Note, The old enmity huats for 
the precious life. They are the b/osd-thirfy thai baie +he 
upright, Prov. xxix. 10.3; and it is the blood of the faints that 
the whore is drunk with. [3.] How fcornfully they reproach- 
ed him for his dreams, vér. 19. This dreamer come: ; and, 
ver. 202 we fhall fee what will become of his dreams. This 
fhews what it was that {tuck upon their {tomachs : They could 
not endure to think of doing obeifance to him; that was it 
which they were plotting to prevent by the murder of hit, 
Note, Men that fret and rage at God’s counfels, are foolish. 
ly aiming to defeat them; but they smagine vain ting, Plal, 
ii. 1,—3. God’s counfels will ftand. [4.] How they a- 
greed to keep one’ another’s counfel, and to cover the murder 
with a lie;. We will fay, Some evil beaft bath devoured him 3" 
: 4 bs whereas 
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whereas they were worfe than the moft evil beafts that were 
now confulting to devour him; for evil beafts prey not on thofe 
‘of their own kind, but thefe were tearing a piece of themfelves. 

Thirdly, Reuben’s project to deliver him, ver. 21, 22. Note, 
God can raife up friends for his people, even among their ene- 
mies; for he has all hearts in his hands. Reuben, of all the 
brothers, had moft reafon to be jealous of Jofeph ; for he was 
the firft-born, and fo intitled to thofe diftinguifhing favours 
which Jacob was conferring on Jofeph; yet he proves his beft 
friend. Reuben’s temper feems to have been foft and effemi- 
nate; which had betrayed him to the fin of uncleaonefs: while 
the temper-of the two next brothers, Simeon and Levi, was 
fierce; which betrayed him to the fin of murder, a fin which 
Reuben ftartled at the thought of. Note, Our natural confti- 
tution fhould be guarded againtt thofe fins it is moft inchinable 
to, and improved (as Reuben’s here) again{t thofe fins it is 
moft averfe to. Reuben made a propofal, which they thought 
would effectually anfwer their intention of deftroying Jofeph ; 
and yet which he defigned fhould anfwer his intention of re- 
feuing Jofeph out of their hands, and reftoring him to his fa. 
ther ; probably hoping thereby to recover his father’s favour 
which he had lately loft: But God over-ruled all, to ferve his 
own purpofe of making Jofeph ah inftrument to /ave much peo- 
ple alive. : 

Jofeph was here a type of Chrift. Though he was the be- 
loved Son of his father, and hated by a wicked world, yet the 
Father fent hinr out of his bofom to. wifit us in great humility 
and love: He came from heaven to earth to feek and fave us; 
yet then malicious plots were laid againft him: He came to 
bis own, and his own not only recerved him not, but confult- 
ed, This is the heir, come, let us kill him; cracify him, cru- 
cify him. This he fubmitted to, in purfuance of his defign to 
redeem and fave us. 


23 4 And it came to pafs, when Jofeph was 
‘come unto his brethren, that they ftript Jofeph 
out of his coat, his coat of many colours that 
was onhim. 24 And they took him, and caft 
him into a pit: and the pit was empty, there 
qwas no water in it. 25 And they fat down to 
eat bréad: and they lift up their eyes, and 
looked, and behold, a company of Ifhmaelites 
came from Gilead, with their camels. bearing 
fpicery, and balm, and myrrh, going to carry 
it down to Egypt. 26 And Judah faid unto 
his brethren, What profit zs 7¢ if we flay our 
brother, and conceal his blood? 27 Come, and 
let us fell him to the Ifhmaelites, and let not 
our hand be upon him ; for he zs our brother, 
and our flefh: and his’ brethren were content. 
28 Then there pafled by Midianites merchant- 
men; and they drew and lift up Jofeph out of 
the pit, and fold Jofeph to the Ifhmaelites for 
twenty pieces of filver: and they brought Jo- 
feph into. Egypt. 
unto the pit; and behold, fofeph ways not in 
the pit: and he rent his clothes. 30 And he 
returned unto his brethren, and faid, The child 
isnot; and I, whither fhall Igo? 


We have here.the execution of their plot againft Jofeph. 


~~ 


29 f And Reuben returned. 


Chap. XXXVI. 
Firf, They ripped him, each ftriving to feize the envied 


coat of many colours, ver. 23. Thus, in imagination, they 
degraded him from the birth-right, which, perhaps, this was 


¢ 


the badge of, grieving him, affronting@their father, and making 


han “ ~ 


themfelves {port while they infulted: him: “ Now Jofeph, where ~ 


is the fine coat??? Thus our Lord Jefus was {tripped of his 
feamlefs coat; and thus his fuffering faints have fielt been in- 
duftrioufly divefted of their privileges and honours, and then 


made che off-fcouring of all things. 


Secondly, They went about to farve him, throwing him in- 


| toadry pit, to perifh there with hunger and cold; fo cruel 
| were their tender mercies, ver. 24. Note, Where envy reigns, 
pity is banifhed, and humanity itfelf is forgotten, Prov. xxvii. 
443 fo full of deadly poifon is malice, that the more barbarous 
| any thing is, the more grateful it is. 
| his life in the angui/b of his foul, Gen. xli. 21.5 intreated by 


Now Jofeph begged for 


all imaginable endearments, that they would be content with 
his coat, and fpare his life: He pleads. innocency, relation, af> 
feétion, fubmiflion; weeps, and makes fupplication ; but all in. 
vain: Reuben only relents, and intercedes for him, chap. xlii. 
22. but he cannot prevail to fave Jofeph from the horrible pit, 
in which they refolve he fhall die by degrees, and be buried 
alive. Is this he to whom his brethren muft.do. obeifance ? 
Note, God’s providences often feem to contradi& his purpofes, 
even when they afe ferving them, and working at a diftance to- 
wards the accomplifhment of them. 


Thirdly, They flighted him when he was in diftrefs, and~ 


were not grieved for the affidion of Fofeph ; for when he 


was pining away in the pit, bemoaning his own mifery, and, | 


with a languifhing cry, calling to them for pity, they /at down. 
to eat bread, ver. 25. (4.) They felt no remorfe of confci- 
ence for the fin ; which if they hadit would have fpoiled their 
{tomach to their meat, and the relifh of it. 


time deprives it both of fenfe and fpeech. Daring finners are 
fecure ones: But the conf{ciences of Jofeph’s brethren, though 
afleep now, were rouzed long after, chap. xlii.21. (2.) They 
were now pleafed to think how they were freed from the fear 
of their brother’s. dominion over them, and that, on the con- 
trary, they had turned the wheel upon him. ;They made mer- 


ry over him, as the perfecutors over the two wotreffes that had - 


tormented them, Rev. xi. 10. Note, Thofe that oppofe God’s 


counfels, may poflibly prevail fo far 2s to think they have gain- . 


ed their point, and yet be deceived. 


| Fourthly, They /old him: A caravan of merchants very op- 2 
portunely pafled by; Providence fo ordering it; and Judah 


made the motion that they fhould fell Jofeph to them, to be 
carried far enough off into Egypt, where, in all probability, he. 
would. be loft, and never heard off more. (1.) Judah moved 
it in compaflion to Jofeph, ver. 26. What profit is tt if we 


fray our brother 2 Xt will be lefs guilt, and more gain, to fell, 


him. Note, When we are tempted to fin, we fhould confider 
the unprofitablenefs of it, It is what there is nothing to be. 


got by. (2.) They acquiefced in it, becaufe they thought if : 
he were fold for a flave, he would never be a ford; and if. 
| fold into Egypt, would never be their lord: Yet all this was. 
| working towards it. Note, ‘The wrath of man hall praife God,. 
and the remainder of wrath: he will reftrain, Pfal. Ixxvi. 10.. 


Jofeph’s brethren were wonderfully refrained from murdering 
him, and their felling him as wonderfully turned to God?s 
praife: As Jofeph was fold by the contrivance-of Judah for 
twenty pieces of filver; fo was our Lord Jefus for thirty, and 


_ by one of the fame name too, Judas, - 


Reuben, (it feems,) was gone away from his brethren when 
they fold Jofeph ; intending to come round fome other way to 
the pit, and to help Jofeph out of it, and return him fafe to. his 

father. 


Note, A great: . 
force put upon confcience commonly ftupifies it, and for the- 


ae 
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father. 


in Egypt? 
many devices of the enemies of God’s people to deftroy them, 
and of their friends to help them, which perhaps are both dif- 
appointed, as thefe here; but the counfel of the Lard that 
Joall fand. Reuben thought himfelf undone becaufe the child 
was fold: 1, whither foall I go? vet. 30. He being the eld- 
eft, his father would expec from him an account of him ; but 
it proved they had all been undone if he had not been fold. 


-31 And they took Jofeph’s coat, and killed 
a kid of the goats, and dipped the coat in the 
blood. 32 And they fent the coat of many co- 
lours, and they brought zt to their father; and 
faid, This have we found : know now whether 
it be thy fon’s coat or no. 33 And he knew 
it, and faid, Zt zs my fon’s coat; an evil beaft 
hath devoured him: Jofeph is without doubt 
rent in pieces. -34 And Jacob rent his clothes, 
and put fackcloth upon his loins, and mourned. 
for his fon many days. 35 And all his fons 
and all his daughters rofe up to comfort him ; 
but he refufed to be comforted; and he faid, 
For I will go down into the grave unto my fon, 
mourning: thus his father wept for him. 36 
And the Midianites fold him into Egypt unto 
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh’s, and captain of 
the guard. . 


_Jofeph would foon be miffed ; great inquiry would be made 

. for him; and therefore his brethren have a further defign, to 

make the world believe that Jofeph was torn in pieces by a 
wild beaft. And this they did, 

‘[1.] To clear themfelves, that they might not ‘be fufpected 
to have done him any mifchief. Note, We have all learned 
of Adam to cover our tranfgreffion, Job xxxi. 33. When 
the devil has taught men to commit one fin, he then teaches 

- them to conceal it with another; theft and murder with lying 
and perjury. But he that covers his fin fhall not profper long. 
Jofeph’s brethren kept their awn and one another’s counfel for 
fome time: But their villany came to light at laft; and is here 
publifhed to the world, and the remembrance of it tranfmitted 
~ £0 every age. ie or 

[2.] ‘To grieve their good father. It feems defigned by 

them on purpofe to be revenged upon him for his diftinguifh- 
ing love of Jofeph ; it was contrived on purpofe to create the 
utmoft vexation to him. ‘They fent him Jofeph’s coat of ma- 
ty colours, with one colour more than it had had, a bloody 
colour, ver. 32. They pretend they had found it in the fields ; 
and Jacob himfelf muft be fcornfully afked, Is this thy fan’s 
erat? Now the badge of his honour is the difcovery of his 
fate ; and it is rafhly inferred from the bloody coat, that Fo/eph 
anthout doubt ss rent in pieces. Jove is always apt to fear 
the worft concerning the perfon loved ; there is a love that 
cafteth out fear, but that is a perfect love. Now let thofe that 


know the heart of a parent, fuppofe the agonies of poor Jacob, 
and put their fouls into his foul’s ftead.. How ftrongly doth » 


he reprefent to himfelf the direful idea of Jofeph’s mifery ! 
Sleeping or waking, he imagines he fees the wild beat fetting 
upon Jofeph; thinks he hears his piteous fhricks, when the 
lion roared againft him ; makes himlelf tremble and grow chill 
-many @ time whon he fancies how the beaft fucked his blood, 
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This was. a kind projé@s but if it had ‘taken effedt, | 


what had become of God’s purpofe concerning his preferment ~ 
Note, There are many devices in man’s heart; | 


~ gladne/y prefently. 
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tore him limb from limb, and left no remainsof him but the coat. 
of many colours to carry the tidings. And no doubt it added 
no little to the grief; that he had expofed him by fending him, 
and fending him all alone on this dangerous journey, that pro- 
ved fo fatal ta him. This cuts him to the heart, and he is 
ready to look upon himfelf as an acceflary to the death of his 
fon. : 

Now, (1.) Endeavours were ufed to comfort him: Hrs 
Sons bafely pretended to do it, ver. 35.; but #uferable hypo- 
critical comforters were they all, ad they really. defired 
to comfort him, they might eafily have done it by telling him’ 
the truth: ‘ Jofeph is a//ve ; he is indeed fald into Egypt, 
bat it will be an eafy thing to-fend thither and ranfom him.:” 
This would have /oofed his fackcloth, and girded him with \ 
I wonder their countenances did not be- 
tray their guilt, and with what face they could pretend to con- 
dole the death of Jofeph when they knew he was alive. Note, 
The heart is {trangely hardened by the deceitfulnefs of fin. 

But, (2.) It was all in vain: Yacob refused to be comfori- 
ed, ver. 35. He was an obitinate mourner, refolved to go 
down ts the grave mourning. It was not a fudden tranfport 
of paflion, like that of David, ‘* Would God 1 had died for 
thee, my fon, my fon!? But, like Job, he hardened himfelf 
in forrow. Note, 1. Great affection to any creature doth but 
prepare for fo much the greater affli€tion when it is either re- 
moved from us, or embittered to us: Inordinate love common- 
ly ends in immoderate grief; as much as the {way of the pen- 
dulum throws one way, fo much it will throw the other way. 
2. Thofe confult neither the comfort of their fouls, nor the 
credit of their religion, that are refolved in their forrow, upon 
any occafion whatfoever. We muft never fay we wil/ go to 
our grave mourning ; becaufe we know not what joyful days 
Providence may yet referve for us, and it is our wifdom and. 
duty to accommodate ourfelves to Providence. 3. We often 
perplex ourfelves with imaginary troubles; we fancy things 
worfe than they are, and then afflict ourfelves more than we 
need ; fometimes there needs no more to comfort us, but to 
undeceive us: It is good to hope the belt. 

Laftly, The Ifhmaelites and Midianites having bought Jo- 
feph only to make.their markets of him ; here we have him 
fold again, with gain enough to the merchants, no doubt, to ~ 
Patiphar, ver. 6. Jacob was lamenting the lofs of his life: had 
he known all, he would have lamented, though not fo pafhon- 
ately, the lofs of his liberty. Shall Jacob’s free-born fon ex- 
change the bef robe of his family for the livery of an Egyptian 
lord and all the marks of fervitude! How foon was the /aad 
of Egypt made a houfe of bondage to the feed of Jacob! Note, — 
It is the wifdom of parents not to bring up their children too 
delicately, becaufe they know not what hardfhips and mortifi- 
cations Providence may reduce them to before they die. Jacob 
little thought that ever his beloved Jofeph fhould be thus bought 
and fold for a fervant. 


CHAP. XXXVUHE 

This chapter gives us an account of Judah and his family 5 
and fuch an account it is, that one would wonder, that af 
ali Facob’s fans our Lord _fbould {pring out of Judah, Heb. 
‘vi. 14. Lf we were to form a charader of him by this 
Story here, we would not fay, Judah thou art he whom thy 
brethren fhall praife, Gen. xlix. 8. But God will fbew 
that his ehoice ts of grace, and not of merit; and that 
Carift came into the world to fave finners, even the chief, 
and ts not afbamed, upon their repentance, to be allied to 
them: Alfo, that the worth and worthine/s of Fefus Chryt 
is perfonal, of himfelf, and not derived from bis anceftors : 

. bumbling himfelf to be maze in the likenefs of finful fleth, — 

\ 
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he was picafed to defcend from fome that were infamous. 

. How litle reafon had the Fews, who were fo called from 
this Judah, to boafl,as they did, that they were not born of 
fornication, John viii. 41. We have in this chupter, 1. 
Yudah’s marriage and i/fue, and the untimely death of bis 
two eldef? fons, ver. 1,—11. IL. Fudab’s ince with bis 
daughter-in-law Tamar, incognito, ver. 12,—23. IIL. His 
confufion when it was difcovered, ver. 24,—26. IV. The 
birth of bis twinsfons in whom his family was built up, 
ver. 27, ad fin, 


' *.ND it came to pafs at that time, that Ju- 

/ dah went down from his brethren, and 
turned into a certain Adullamite, whofe name 
qwas Hirah. 2 And Judah faw there a daugh- 
ter of a certain Canaanite, whofe name was 
Shuah: and he took her, and went in unto 
‘her. 3 And fhe conceived, and bare a fon ; 
and he called his name.Er. 4 And fhe concei- 


ved again, and bare a fon; and fhe called his | 


name Onan. 5 And fhe yet again conceived, 
and bare a fon; and called his name Shelah: 
and he was at Chezib, when fhe bare him. 6 
And Judah took a wife for Er his firft-born: 
whofe name was Tamar. 7 And Er, Judah’s 
firft-born was wicked in the fight of the Lorn; 
and the Lorp flew him. 8 And Judah faid 


unto Onan, Go in unto thy brother’s wife, and . 


marry her, and raife up feed to thy brother. 
g And Onan knew that the feed fhould not be 
his: and it came to pafs when he went in unto 
his brother’s wife, that he f{pilled zt on the 
ground, left that he fhould give feed to his bro- 
ther. 10 And the thing which he did, difplea- 
fed the Lorp: wherefore he flew him alfo. 11 
Then faid Judah to Tamar his daughter-in-law, 
Remain a widow at thy father’s houfe, till She- 
lah my fon’be grown: (for he faid, Left perad- 
venture he die alfo, as his brethren did :) and 
Tamar went and dwelt in her father’s houfe. 


Here is, Fir/t, Judah’s foolifh friendfhip with a Canaanite 

man: He went down from his brethren, and withdrew for a 
time from their fociety, and ‘his father’s family; and got to 
be intimately acquainted with one Hirah, an Adullamite, ver. 
1. It is computed that he was now not much above fifteen 
or fixteen years of age, an eafy prey to the tempter. Note, 
When young people that have been well educated begin to 
change their company, they will foon change their manners, 
and lofe their good education. They that go down from their 
brethren, that defpife and forfake the fociety of the feed of 
Ifrael, and pick up Canaanites for their companions, are going 
down the hill apace. It is. of great confequence to young 
people whom they chufe for their affociates ; for thofe they will 
imitate, {tudy to recommend themfelves to, and by their opi- 
nion of them value themfelves.. An error in this choice is 
often fatal. 

Secondly, His foolifh marriage with a. Canaanite woman : 
AL match made not by his father, who (it fhould feem) was 
not confulted ; but by his new. friend Hirah, ver. 2, “Many 
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‘not given unto him to wife. 15 When Judah 
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have been drawn into marriages fcandalous and pernicious’ to 
themfelves and their famailies, by keeping bad company, and 
growing familiar with ill people: One wicked league entangles 
men in another. Let young people be admonifhed by this to 
take their good parents for their beft friends, and be advifed 
by them, and not by flatterers that wheedle them to make a 
prey of them. ; : 
Thi'dly, His children by this Canaanite, and his difpofal 
of them. Three fons he had by her; Er, Onan, and Shelah. 
It is probable fhe embraced the worfhip of the God of Lrael, 
at leaft in profeflion ; but for ought appears there was little of 
the fear of God in the family. Judah married too young, and 
very rafhly: He alfo married his fons too young, when they 
bad neither wit nor grace to govern themfelves ; and the con- 
fequences were very ill. 
[i.] His firft-born, Er, was notorioufly wicked: He was 
fo in the fight of the Lord, i. e. in defiance of God and his 
law; or, if perhaps he was not wicked in the fight of the 
world, he was fo in God’s fight, to whom all mens wicked- 
nefs is open. And what came of it? Why, God cut him off 
prefently, ver. 7. The Lord flew him. Note, Sometimes 
God makes quick work with finners, and takes them away in 
his wrath, when they are but juft fetting out in a wicked courfe 


“of life. 4 


[2.] The next brother Onan, was, according to the anci- 
ent ufage, married to the widow, to preferve the name of his 
deceafed brother that died childlefs. Though God had taken 
away his life for his wickednefs, yet they, were folicitous to 
preferve his memory ; and their difappointment therein, though 
Onan’s fin, was a further punifhment of his wickednefs. 
This cuftom of marrying the brother’s widow was afterwards 
made one of the laws of Mofes, Deut. xxv. 5. Onan, though 
he confented to marry the widow, yet, to the great abufe of 
his own body; of the wife he had married, and the memory of 
his brother that was gone, he refufed to raz/e up feed unto his 
brother, as he was in duty bound. This was fo much the 
worfe, becaufe the Meffiah was to defcend from Judah; and 
had he not been guilty of this wickednefs, he might have had 
the honour of being one of his anceftors. Note, Thofe fins 
that difhonour the body and defile it, are very difpleafing to 
God, and the evidences of vile offections. ‘ 

[3-] Shelah, the third fon, was referved for the widow, 
(ver. 11.) yet with defign that he fliould not marry fo young 
as his brothers had done, /ef? he die alfo. Some think that 
Judah never intended to marry Shelah to Tamar; but unjuft- 
ly fufpected her to have been the death of her two former huf- 
bands, (whereas it. was their own wickednefs that flew them,) 
and then fent her to her father’s houfe, with a charge to re- 
main a widow. If fo, it was an. inexcufable piece of prevari- 
cation he was guilty of: However, Tamar acquiefced for the 
prefent, and waited the iffue. 


12 @& And in procefs 5 time, the daughter 
of Shuah Judah’s wife died: and Judah was 
comforted, and went up. unto his fheep-fhear-. 
ers to Timnath, he and his friend Hirah the A- 
dullamite. 13 And it was told Tamar, faying, 
Behold, thy father-in-law goeth up to Timnath, 
to fhear his fheep. 14 And fhe put her widow’s 
garments off from her, and covered her with a 
vail, and wrapped herfelf, and fat in.an open 
place, which is by the way to.Timnath: for 
fhe faw that Shelah was grown, and fhe was 


faw. 
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caufe fhe had covered her face. 16 And he 


turned unto her by the way, and faid, Go to, 1: 


pray thee, let me come in unto thee (for he 
knew not that fhe was his daughter-in-law :) 
and fhe faid, What wilt thou give me, that thou 
mayeft come in unto me? 17 
‘will fend thee a kid from the flock: and fhe faid, 
Wilt thou give mea pledge, till thou fend it ? 
18 And he faid, What pledge fhall I give thee? 
And fhe faid, Thy fignet, “and thy bracelets, 


and thy ftaff that zs-in thine hand: and he. 


gave z¢ her, and came in unto her, and fhe con- 
-ceived by him. 19 And fhe arofe and went a- 
way, and laid by her vail from her, and put on 
the garments of her widowhood. 
dah fent the kid by the hand of his friend the 
Adullamite, to receive bis pledge from the wo- 
man’s hand: but he found her not. 21 Then 

ne afked the men of that place, faying, Where 
ig the harlot, that was openly by the way-fide? 
And they faid, There was no harlot in this 
- place. 22 And he returned to Judah, and faid, 
I-cannot find her ; and‘alfo the men of the place 
faid, that there was no harlot in this place. 23 
And Judah faid, Let her take iz to her, left we 
be fhamed: behold, I fent this kid, and thou 
haft not found her. 


It is avery ill-favoured {tory that is here told concerning 
Judah: One would not have expected fuch folly in I/rael. 
Judah had buried his wife ; and widowers have need to ftand 
upon their guard with the utmo(t caution and refolution againtt 

all flefhly lufts. He was unjuft to his daughter-in-law, either 
through negligence or defign, in not giving -her his furviving 
fon; and this expofed her to temptation. 


Firf, Tamar wickedly proftituted herfelf as a harlot to Ju- | 


dah, that if the fon:might not, the father might, raife up feed 
to the deceafed. Some excufe this, by fuggefting, that though 
fhe was a Canaanite, yet fhe had~ embraced the true religion, 
and believed the promife made to Abraham and his feed, par- 
ticularly that of the Meffiah, who was to defcend from the 
loins of Jacob; and that fhe was therefore thus earneftly defir- 
ous to have a child by one of that family, that fhe might have 
the honour, or at leaft ftand fair for the honour, of being the 
mother of the Meffiah. 
had its fuccefs; fhe is one of the four women particularly 
named in the genealogy of Chrift, Mat. i. 3. Her finful prac- 
tice was pardoned, and her good. intention was accepted ; 
_ which magnifies the grace of God, but will by no means be 
admitted to juftify or encourage the like. Bifhop Patrick 
thinks it probable, that fhe hoped Shelah, who was by right 
her hufband, might have come along with his father and that 
he might have been allured to her embraces. ; 
There was a great deal of plot and contrivance in Tamar’s 
fin. (1.) She took an opportunity for it when Judah had a 
time of mirth and feafting with his theep-fhearers. Note, 
Times of jollity often prove times of temptation, particularly 
- to the fin-of uncleannefs; when men are fed to the full, the 
reins are apt to be let Joofe. (2.) She expofed herfelf as an 
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faw her, he thought her to be an harlot; be-, 


And he faid, 1 


20 And Ju-. 


And if this was indeed her defire, it 


18t 


harlot 2m an open place, ver, 14. Thofe that are and would 
be chafte, mult»be keepers at home, Tite it. 5. It thould 
feem it was the cuftom of harlots in thofe times to cover their 
faces, that though they-were not afhamed, yet they might 
feem to be fo: The fin of uncleannefs did not then go fo bare= 
faced as now it doth. ; 
Seeond/y, Judah was taken in the fnare; and though it was 
ignorantly that he was guilty of inceft with his daughter-in- 
law, not knowing her to be fo, yet he was wilfully guilty of 
fornication ; -whoever fhe was, he knew fhe was not his wife, 
and therefore not to be ftowched. Nor was his fin capable in 
the leaft of fuch a charitable excufe as fome make for Tamar, 
that though the action was ill, the intention poflibly might be 
good. Obferve, [1.] Judah’s fm began in the €ye, ver. 15. 
He faw her, Note, 'Thofe have eyes and hearts too. full 
of adultery (as it is, 2 Pet. i. 14.) that catch at every 
bait that prefents itfelf to them, and are as tinder to every 
fpark : We have need to make a covenant with our eyes, and 
to turn them from beholding vanity, lelt the eye infec the 
heart. [2.] It added to the fcandal, that the Aire of a harloe 
(than which nothing is more infamous) was demanded, offer- 
ed, and accepted: 4 hid from the flock; a goodly price at 
which her chaftity.4nd honour was valued! Nay, had the con- 
fideration been thoufands of rams, and+ten thoufand rivers of 
oil, it had not been a valuable confideration. The favour. of 


the hope of heaven, are too precious to be expofed to fale at 
any fuch rates; the topaz of Ethiopia cannot equal them ; 
what are.thofe profited, that lofe their fouls to gain the world? 
[3-] It turned to the reproach of Judah, that he left his 
jewels in pawn for a kd. Note, Flethly lufts are not only 
brutifh, but fottith, and ruining to mens fecular interefts. Ite 


way the heart firft, elfe it would never take away she signet 


| and the bracelets. 


Thirdly, He loft his jewels by the bargain. He fent. the 
kid, according to his promife, to redeem his pawn; but the 
fuppofed harlot could not be found. He fent it by Ainfriend 
(who was indeed his bad friend, becaufe he was aiding and 


without the pledge. It is a good account, if it be but tre, of. 
any place, that which they here gave, That there is no harlot 
in this place ; for fuch finners are the fcandals and plagues of 
any place. Judah fits down content to lofe his Agnes and his 
bracelets, and forbids his friend to make any further inquiry 
after them; giving this reafon, Le we be afhamed, ver. 23. 
Either, 1. Left his fia fhould come to be known publicly, 
and be talked of. ‘ Fornication and all uncleannefs have ever 
been looked upon as fcandalous things, and the reproach and 
fhame of thofe that are convicted of them. 
make thofe blufh, that are not afhamed of thefe. 2. Left he 
fhould be laughed at as.a fool for trulting a whore with his fig- 
net and bracelets. 


Note, There are many who are more folicitous. to preferve 
their reputation with men, than to fecure the favour of God 


them than /e? we be damned, 
24. § And it came to pafs, about three 


Tamar thy daughter-in-law hath played. the. 
harlot ;, and alfo behold, fhe is Avith child by 
‘whoredom: and Judah faid, Bring her forth; 
and let her be burnt. 27 When fhe was 


is plain, that whoredom as well as wine and new wine take a- - 


and a good confcience: Le/i we be a/hamed goes further with. 


‘months after,’ that it was told Judah, faying, 


God, the purity of the foul, the peace of the confcience, and ° 


abetting in his evil deeds) the Adul/amite ; who ‘came back. ° 


Nothing will 


He expreffes no concern about the fin, ta” 
get that pardoned; only about. the fhame, to* prevent that. - 


Wok 


brought:. 
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brought forth, fhe fent to her father-in-law, 
faying, By the-man whofe thefe are, am I 
with child: and fhe faid, Difcern, I pray thee, 
whofe are thefe, the fignet, and bracelets, and 
ftaff. 26 And Judah acknowledged them, and 
-faid, She hath been more. righteous that I; be- 
caufe that I gave her not to Shelah my fon: 
and he knew her again no more. 27 4 And 
it came to pais in the time of her travail, that 
behold, twins were in her womb. 28 And it 
came to pafs when fhe travailed, that the one 
put out bis hand; and the midwife took and 
bound upon his hand a fcarlet thread, faying, 
This came out firft. 29 And it came to pafs 
as he drew back his hand, that behold, his 
brother came out; and fhe faid, How haft 
thou broken forth? this breach be upon thee: 
therefore his name was called Pharez. 30 
And atterward came out his brother that had 
the fcarlet thread upon his hand; and his name 
was called ‘Zarah. 


Here is, Firff, Judah’s rigour againft Tamor, when he 
heard fhe was an adultrefs. , She was, in the eye of the-law, 
Shelah’s wife ; and therefore her being with child by another 
was looked upon as an injury and reproach to Judah’s family: 
Bring her forth therefore, (faith Judah, the matter of the fa- 
mily,) and ée¢ ber be burnt ; not burnt to death, but burnt 
in the cheek or forehead, {tigmatized for a whore. This feems 

‘probable, ver. 24. Note, It is a common thing for men to 
be fevere again{t thofe very fins in others which yet they allow 
themfelves in; and fo in judging others they condemn them- 
felves, Rom. ii. r. See Rom. xiv. 22. If he defigned fhe 
fhould be burnt to death, perhaps under pretence of zeal a- 
gain{t the fin, he was contriving how to get rid of his daugh- 
ter-ia-law, being loth to marry Shelah to her. Note, It is a 
common thing, but a very ill thing, to cover malice againi{t 
mens perfons with a fhew of zeal again{t their vices. 

Secondly, Judah’s fhame, when it was made to appear that 
he was the adulterer: She produced the ring and the brace- 
dets in court, which juftified the fathering of the child upon 
Judah, ver. 25, 26. Note, The wickednefs that has been 
moft fecretly committed, and moft induftrioufly concealed, yet 
fometimes is {trangely brought to light, to the fhame and con- 
fufion of thofe who have faid, No eye fees. A bird of the 


air may carry the voice ; however, there is a difcovering day ° 


coming, when all will be! laid open. Some of the Jewifh 


writers obferve, that as Judah had faid to his, father, See, zs 


this thy fon’s coat? chap. xxxvil. 32.; fo it was now faid 
tohim, ** Set, Are thefe thy fignet and bracelets 2? Judah 
being convicted by his own confcience, (1.) Confeffes his fin: 
She bas been more righteous than I. We owns, that a per- 
petual mark of infamy fhould be faftened rather upon him, 
who had ‘een fo much acceffary to it. Note, Thofe offenders 
ought to be treated with the greateft tendernefs to whom we 
have any way given occafion of offending. If fervants pur- 
loin, and their mafters, by with-holding from them what is 
due, tempt them t it, they ought to forgive them. (2.) He 
never turned to it again; be knew her again no more. Note, 
qos do not truly regent of their fins that do not forfake 

em. 

Thirdly, The building up of Judah’s family hereby not- 
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withftanding in the birth of Pharez and Zarah, from whom 
defcended the moft confiderable families of the illuftrious tribe 
of Judah: It fhould feem, the birth was hard to the mother 5 
by which the was corrected for her fin. The children alfo, 
like Jacob and Efau, ftruggled for the birth-right, and Pharez 

ot it, is ever named firft, and. from him Cbrift defcended. 
He had his name from his breaking forth before his brother: 
This breach be upon thee ; which is applicable to thofe that 

“fow difcord, and create diftance between brethren. “The Jews 
as Zarah, bid fair for the birth-right, and were marked with a 
fcarlet thread, as thofe that come out firff ; but the Gentiles, 
like Pharez, as a fon of violence, got the ftart of them, by 
that violewce which the fingdom of heaven fuffers, and at- 
tained to the righteoufnefa which the Jews came fhort of: 
Yet when the fulnefs of time is come, all Ifrael fhall be faved. 
Both thefe fons are named in the: genealogy of our Saviour, 
Mat. i. 3. to perpetuate the ftory, as an inftance of the humi- 
liation of our Lord Jefus. Some obferve, that the four eldeft 
‘fons of Jacob fell under very foul guilt; Reuben and: Judah of 
inceft, Simeon and Levi of murder: Yet they were patriarchs; 


- for of Levi came the priefts ; of Judah, kings and the Mefliah, - 


Thus they became examples of repentance, and monuments of 
pardoning mercy. - spi 


CHAP. XXXIX. or 

At this chapter we retarn to the fory of Fofeph. We have 
him bere, 1. A fervant, a flavein Potiphar’s boufe, ver. 1.3 
and yet there greatly honoured and favoured, (1.) By the 
providence of Gad, which made him in effedt a maffer, ver. 
2,6. (2.) By the grace of God, which made him more 
than 4 conqueror over a firong temptation to uncleannefs, 
ver. 7,—12. Il. We have him bere a fufferer: Falfely 
accufed, ver. 13,—18.3 imprifoned, ver. 19, 20.3 and yet 
his wnprifonment made him both honourable and comfort- 
able by the tokens of God's fpecial prefence with him, ver. 
21,23. And herein Fofeph was a type of Chri, who 
took upon him the form of a fervant, and yet then did that 
which made it evident thas God was with him; who was 
tempted by Satan, but overcame the temptation; whowas 

_ falfely accufed and bound, and yet had all things commits 
ted to bis hand. ~ : 


ND Jofeph was brought down to Egypt: 
; A and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, cap- 
tain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of 
the hands of the Ifhmaelites, which had brought 
him down thither. 2z And the Lorp was with 
Jofeph, and he was a profperous man: and he 
was in the houfe of his mafter the Egyptian. 3 
And his mafter faw that the Lorp was with 
him, and that the Lorp made all that he did 


-to profper in his hand. 4 And Jofeph found 


grace in his fight, and he ferved him: and he. 
made him overfeer over his houfe, and all that 
he had he put into his hand. 5 And it came 
to pais from the time that he had made him 
overfeer in his houfe, and over all that he had; 
that the Lorn biefled the Egyptian’s houfe for 
Jofeph’s fake : and the bleffing of the Lorp was 
upon all that he had, in the houfe, and in the 
field. 6 And he left all that he had in Jofeph’s 
hand ; and he knew not ought he had, fave the 

- . bread - 
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bread which he did eat: and Jofeph was a 


goodly perfon, and well-favoured. 


Here is, Fir/t, Jofeph bough, ver. 1.: And he that bought 
him, whatever he gave for him, had a good bargain of him; 
it was better than the merchandife of filver. 
a proverb, “ If the world did but know the worth of good men, 
they would hedge them about with pearls.” He was fold to 
an officer of Pharaoh, with whom he might get acquainted 
with public perfons and public bufinefs, and fo be fitted for the 
preferment he was. afterwards defigned for. Note, 1. What 


God intends:‘men for, he will be fure fome way or other to- 


qualify them for. 2. Providence is to be acknowledged’ even 


in the difpofal of poor fervants, and in their fettlements 3 and» | 


_therein may perhaps. be working towards fomething great and 


\ 


confiderable. i 

Secondly, Jofeph blefed, wonderfully bleffed, even in the 
houfe of his feryitude. 

[1.] God prof/pered him, ver. 2, 3. Perhaps the affairs of 
Potiphar’s family had remarkably gone backward. before ; but 
upon Jofeph’s coming into it, a difcernable turn was given to 
them, and the face and pofture of them altered on a fuddeh. 
Though at firft we may fuppofe his hand was put to the mean- 
eft fervices, even in thofe appeared his ingenuity and indultry, 
and a particular blefling of heaven attending him; and as he 
rofe in his employment, it became more and more difcernable. 


Note, 1. Thofe that have wifdom and grace, have that which . 


cannot be taken away from them, whatever elfe they are rob- 
bed of. Jofeph’s brethren had {tripped hin of his coat of ma- 
ny colours, but they could not {trip him of his virtue and pru- 
dence. 2. Thofe that can feparate us from all our friends, 
yet cannot deprive us of the gracious prefence of our God, 
When Jofeph had none of all his relations with him, he had 
his God with him, even in the houfe of the Egyptian. Jofeph 
was feparated from his brethren, but not from his God; ba- 
nifhed from his father’s houfe, but the Lord was with him, 
and that comforted him. . 3. It.is God’s prefence with us 
that makes all we do profperous. Thofe that wau/d profper, 
muf{t therefore make God their friend ; and thofe that.do prof- 
per, muft therefore give God the praife. 

[2.] His mafter preferred bim,; by degrees made him 


‘{teward of his. houfehold, ver. 4. Note, (1.) Induftry and 


honefty are the fureft and fafelt way both of rifing and thri- 
ving: Seeft thou a man prudent and faithful, and diligent in 
bis-bufine/s; he fhall fland before kings at length, and not 
always before mean men. (2.) It is. the wifdom of thofe 
that are in any fort of authority, to. countenance and employ 
thofe with whom it appears that the prefence of God is, Pfal. 
ci. 6... Potiphar knew. what he did, when he put all into the 
hand of Fofeph ; for he knew: it would profper better there 
than in his own hand. (3.) He that is. faithful in a few 
things, ftands fair for being made ruler over many things, 
Mat. xxv. 21. Chrift goes by this rule with his fervants. 
(4-) It is a great eafe to a mafter to have thofe employed un- 
der him that are trufty: Potiphar was fo well fatisfied with 
Jofeph’s conduct, that he knew mot ought he- bad, fave the 
bread which he did eat, ver. 6: The fervant had all the care 
and trouble of the eftate, the mafter had only the enjoyment of 
it; an example not to be imitated by any mafter, unlefs he 
could be fure that he had ong in all refpects like Jofeph fora 
fervant. 3. God favoured his matter for his fake, ver. 5. 
He bleffed the Egyptian’: boufe, though he was an Egyptian, a 


ftranger to, the true God, for Yo/eph’s fake; and he himfelf, , 


like Laban, foon learned it by experience, Gen. xxx. 27. 
Note, 1. Good men are the bleflings of the places where they 
liye 3 even good /ervants may be fo, though mean and lightly 
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The Jews have. } i ; 
| feph; and fhe faid, Lie with me. 8 But he re- 
. fufed, and faid unto his mafter’s wife, Behold, 
“my mafter wotteth not what ir with me in the 


583 


efteemed. 2. The profpertty of the wicked is onc way or o4 


ther for the fake of the godly: Here was 4 wicked family 
| bleffed for the fake of one good fervant in it. 


4 4 And it came to pafs after-theie things, 
that his mafter’s wife caft her eyes upon Jo- 


houfe, and he hath committed all that he hath 
to my hand. g There is none greater in this 
houfe than I; neither hath. he kept back any 
thing from me, but thee, becaufe thou art his 
wife: how then can I do this great wickednefs, 
and fin againft God? io And it came to pals 
as fhe fpake to Jofeph day by day, that he heark- 
ened not unto her; to lie by her, or to be with. 
her. 11 And.it came to. pats about this time, 
that Yofepo went into the houfe to do. his 
bufinels; and. there was none of the men of, 
the houfe there within. 142 And -fhe caught 
him by his garment, faying, Lie with me: and 


got him out. 


tioned or thought of without the utmoft indignation. 


fufion, if fuch fo//y had been found in Ifrael.. Obferve, 

Jepl, ver..7. who was-a goodly perfon, and well.favoured, 
ver. 6. Note, (1.) Remarkable beauty, either of men or wo- 
men, often proves a dangerous fnare both to themfelves and o- 
thers ; which forbids pride in it, and commands con{tant watch- 
fulnefs againft temptation that attends it: Favour is deceitful, 
deceiving. (2.) We have great need fo make a covenant with 
our eyes, Job xxxi. 1. left the eye infect the heart. Jofeph’s 


vering of the eyes from all other, chap. xx. 16. 
[2.} She was daring and fhamelefs in the 
pudent face, and a whore’s forehead, the faid, Lie with me ; 
having already, by her wanton. looks’ and unchafte defires, 
committed adultery with him in her heart. Note, Where the 
unclean fpirit gets poffeflion and dominion in a foul, it is as 
with the poffeffed of the devils, Luke viii. 27, 29.3 the e/othes 
of modefty are thrown off, and the bands and fetters of fhame 
are broke in pieces. When luft has got head, it will ftick at 
nothing, blufh at nothing: Decency, and reputation, and con- 
{cience, and all, are facrificed to that Baa/-peor. 
* [3.] She was urgent and violent in the temptations Often 
fhe had been denied with the ftrongeft reafons ; and yet as of-’ 
ten renewed her vile folicitations: Se /pake to him day by 
day, ver..10.., Now. this was, (1.} Great wickednefs in her, 
and fhewed her heart fully fet to do evil. (2.) A great temp- 
tation to Jofeph. The hand of Satan, no doubt, was in it, 
who, when he found he could not overcome him with-troubles 
and the frowns of the world, but in them he //7// held fof? bis 
integrity, he affaulted him with foft and charming pleafures, 
which have ruined more than the former, and have flain their 
ten thoufands. 
- IL. Here is a moft famous inftance of virtue and refolyed chaf- 
: tity 


he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and. 


Here is, I. A moft infamous inftance of impudence and « 
immodefty in Jofeph’s miltrefs, the fhame and {candal of her = 
fex, perfely loft to all virtue and honour, and not to be men- - 
Tt was: - 
well fhe was an Egyptian; for we muft have {hared in the con- - 


[1.] Her fin began in the eye: She caf her eyes upon Foo ~ 


miftrefs had a hufband that ought to have been to her fora co» - 


fin: WHuth an ime — 
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gaintt the foul as much as any other. (3.) Againft whom he. 


tity in Jofeph, who, by the grace of God, was enabled to re- 
fift and overcome this temptation 7 and, all things confidered, 
his efcape was, for ought I know, as great ah inftance of the 
Divine Power, as the deliverance of the three children out of 
the fiery furnace. 

Firfi, The temptation he was affaulted with was very ftrong ; 
never was a more violent onfet made upon the fort of chaftity 
~ than this here. (1.) The fin he was tempted to was wnelean- 
nefi ; which, confidering his youth, bis beauty, his fingle ftate, 
and his plentiful living at the table of a ruler, was a fin which 
ene weld think might moft eaf/y be/et sim, and betray him. 


(2.) The tempter was his miftrefs, a perfon of quality; whom | 


it was his place to obey, and his intereft to oblige; whofe fa- 
vour would contribute more than any thing to his preferment, 
and by whofe means he might arrive to the higheft honours of 
the court; and on the other hand, it was at his utmoft peril if 
he flighted her, and-made her his enemy. (3.) Opportunity 
makes a thief, makes an adulterer; and that favoured the temp- 
tation. "The tempter was in the -houfe with.him;’ his bufinefs 
led him to be, without any fufpicion, where fhe was; and (ver. 
11.) none of the family were within, There appeared no 
danger of its being ever difcovered ; or if it fhould be fufpected, 
his miftrefs would protect him: (4.) To all this was added, 
importunity ; frequent, conftant importunity; to fuch a degree, 
that at. laft the /asd violent hands on him, ; 

Secondly, His refiftance of the temptation was very brave, 
and the victory truly honourable. The almighty grace of God 
enabled him to overcome this aflault of this enemy. 

1f, By ftrength of réafon; and wherever right reafon 
amay be heard, religion no doubt will carry the day. He ar- 


gues from the refpect he owed both to God and his matter, 


yer. 8,9. 

1. He would not wrong his mafter, nor do fuch an irrepa- 
rable injury to his honour. He confiders and urges it, how 
kind his mafter had been to him; what a confidence he. had 
repofed in him; in how many inftances he had befriended 
him ;.for which he abhorred the thought of making fuch an 
ungrateful return. »Note, We are bound in honour, as well as 
" jaftice and gratitude, not, in any thing to injure thofe that have 
a good opinion of us; and place a truft in us, how fecretly fo- 
eyer it may be done. . See how he argues, ver. g. There ts 
none greater in this houfe than I, therefore 1 will not do it. 
Note, Thofe that are great, inftead of being proud of their 
greatnefs, fhould ufe it as an argument againft fin. Is none 
greater than I? then I will fcorn to do any ill thing: It is 
below me to ferve a da/fe /u?s I will never difparage myfelf 
fo much. 

2. He would not offend his God. ‘This is his chief argu- 
ment, with which he ftrengthens his averfion to the fin: How 
can I do this ? not only, How /hall 1? or, How dare I? but, 
How can 1? Id poffumus quod jure poffumus. It is good to 
fhut out fin with the ftrongeit bar, even that of an impofhibility. 
He that is born of God cannot fin, 1 John iil. 9. 

Three arguments Jofeph urges upon himfelf. (1.) He 
confiders who he was that was tempted: J. Others may per- 
haps take their liberty, but I cannot. I that am an Ifraelite, 
in covenant with God; that profefs religion and relation to 
him 3 it is next to impofhible for me to do fo. (2.) What the 
fin was to which he was tempted: This great wickedne/s. 
Others might look upon it as.a {mall matter, a peccadillo, a 
trick of youth ; but Jofeph had another idea of it. In general, 
when at any time we are tempted to fin, we muft confider the 
great wickedne/s there is in it: Let fin appear fin, Rom. vii. 
13. call it by its own name, and never go about to leffen it. 
Particularly, let the fin of uncleannefs always be looked upon 
‘as great wickedne/s; as an exceeding fipful fin, that wars a- 
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was tempted to fin; againf? God. Not only, How hall I do 


it, and fin againft my matter, my miftrefs, myfelf, my own bo- | 


dy and foul; but againff God. Note, Gracious fouls Jook 
upon this as the worlt thing in fin, that it is agaim/? God, a- 
gainft his nature and his dominion, again{t his love and his de- 
fign. They,that love God, for this réafon hate fin. 

2dly, By ftedfaftnefs of refolution. The grace of God en- 
abled. him to overcome the temptation, by avoiding the temp- 
ter. (1.) He hearkened not to her fo much as to be with her, 
ver. 10. Note, Thofe that would be’ kept from harm, muft 
keep themfelves out of harm’s way. void it, pafs not by it. 
Nay, (2.) When fhe laid hold on him, he /eft bis garment in 


_ her hand, ver. 12. ‘He would not {tay fo much as to parley 


with the temptation, but flew out from it with the utmoft abhor- 
rence: He /eft his garment as one efcaping for his life. Note, 
It is better to lofe a good coat, than lole a good confcience. 


13 And it came to pais, when fhe faw that 
he had left his garment in her hand, and was 
fled forth, 14 That fhe called unto the men of 


her houfe, and fpake unto them, faying, See, 


he hath brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock 
us: he came in unto me to lie with me, and I 
cried with a loud voice. 15 And it came to 
pafs, when he heard that I lifted up my voice 
and cried, that he left his garment with me, and 
fled, and got him out. 16 And fhe laid up his 
garment by her, until his lord came home. 17 
And fhe fpake unto him according to thefe 
words, faying, The Hebrew fervant which thou 
haft brought unto us, came in unto me to mock 
me. 18 And it came to pafs, as I lift up my 
voice and cried, that he left his garment with 
me, and fled out. a a 
Jofeph’s miftrefs having tried in vain to make him a crimi- 
nal, now endeavours to reprefent him as one; fo to be revene 
ged on him for his virtue. 


utmof{t rage and malice and fhe pretends fhe cannot endure the 
fight of him whom a while ago fhe could not endure out of 


| her fight. Chafte and holy love will centinue, though flighted ; 


but finful love, like Amnon’s to Tamar, is eafily changed into 
finful hatred. capa : 
[1.] She accufed him to his fellow-fervants, (ver. 13,— 


15.) and put him into an ill name with them. Probably they’ 
envied him his intereft in their mafter’s favour, and his autho-_ ~ 


rity in the houfe; and perhaps found themfelyes aggrieved 
fometimes at his fidelity, which prevented their purloining, and 
therefore were glad to hear any thing that might tend to his 
difgrace; and, if there were room for it, iftenfed their miftrefs 
yet more again{t him. Obferye, When fhe fpeaks of her huf 
band, fhe doth not call him her 4u/band or her ford, but only 
He; for fhe had forgotten the covenant of her God that was 
between them. 
hufband the good-man. Note, Innocency itfelf cannot fecure 
a man’s reputation. 
cannot keep a good name, ie dK ‘ 

[2.] She accufed him to his mafter, who had power in his 
hand to punifh him, which his fellow-fervants had not, ver. 175 
18. Obferve, (1.) What an improbable {tory fhe tells; pro- 


ducing his garment as an evidence that he had offered violence 


to her, which was a plain indication that fhe had offered vio- 


lence 


:] 


Now was her love turned into the 


Thus the adultrefs (Prov. vii. 19.) calls her . 


Every one that keeps a good confcience 


selncediscai Se 


Chap. XX XIX. 
lence to him. , Note, Thofe that have broken the bonds of 
modefty, will never be held by the bonds of truth. She that 
had impudence enough to fay, Lue with me, no marvel fhe 
had front enoygh to fay, ““ He would have lain with me.” 
Had the lie been told to conceal her own crime, it had been 
bad enough, yet in fome degree excufable ; but it was told to 
be revenged upon his virtue ; a moft malicious lie. And yet, 
{2.) She manages it fo as to incenfe her hufband againft him ; 
reflecting upon him for bringing this Hebrew fervant among 
them, perhaps at firft againft her mind, becaufe he was a He- 
brew. Note, It is no new thing for the beft of men to be 
falfely accufed of the worft of crimes, by thofe who themfelves 
are the worft of criminals. As this matter here was repre- 
fented, one would have thought chafte Jofeph a very ill mah, 
and his wanton miftrefs a very virtuous woman: It is well 
there is a day of difcovery coming in which all fhall appear in 
their true characters. "This was not the firlt time that Jofeph’s 
coat was made ufe of as a falfe witnefs concerning him; his 
father had been deceived by it before, now his matter. 


19 And it came to pafs, when his mafter | | 


heard the words of his wife, which fhe fpake 
unto him, faying, After this manner did thy 
fervant tome; that his wrath was kindled. 20 
And Jofeph’s mafter took him, and put him in- 
to the prifon,a place where the king’s prifoners 
were bound: and he was there in the prifon. 


21 G But the Lorn was with Jofeph, and fhew- 


ed him mercy, and gave him favour in the fight 
of the keeper of the prifon. 22 And the keep- 
er of the prifon committed to Jofeph’s hand 
all the prifohers that were in the prifon; and 
whatfoever eer did there, he was the doer of 
it. 23 The keeper of the prifon looked not to 
any thing that was under his hand: becaufe 
the Lorp was with him: and ¢hat which he did, 
the Lorp made it to profper. 


Here is, Fir/?, Jofeph wronged by his maffer. He belie- 
ved the accufation ; and either Jofeph durft not make his de- 
fence by telling the truth, it would reflect too much upon his 
miftrefs, or his mafter would not hear it, or would not believe 
it; and there is no remedy, he is condemned to perpetual im- 
prifonment, ver. 19, 20. God refrained his wrath, elfe he 
had put him to death ; and that wrath which cwprifoned him, 
God made to turn to his praife ; iw order to which, Provi- 
dence fo difpofed that he fhould be clapped up among the king’s 
prifoners, the ftate-prifoners. Potiphar, it is likely, chofe that 
prifon, becavfe it was the wor/?; for there the trons entered 
into the foul, Pfal. cv..18.; but God defigned it to pave the 
way to his enlargement. He was committed to the kg’s 
prifon, that from thence he might be preferred to the king's 
perfon. - Note, Many an aétion of falfe imprifonment will, in 
the great day, be found to lie againft the enemies and perfecu- 
tors of God’s people. Our Lord Jefus, like Jofeph here, was 
bound, and numbered with tranfgreffors. 

Secondly, Joieph owned and righted by his Ged; who is, 
and will be, the juft and powerful patron of opprefled innocen- 
cy. Jofeph was at a diftance from all his friends and relations; 
had not them with him to comfort him, or to minifter to him, 
or mediate for him: But che Lord. was with Jofeph, and 
fhewed birn mercy, ver. 21. Note, 1. God defpifeth not bis 


_ prifoners, Plal. \xix. 33. No gates nor bars can fhut out his 
’ 


Vou. I. 


wy 
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‘a prifon, have a good God there. 
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" gracious prefence from his people, for he has promifed he will 


never eave them. 2. Thofe that have a good confcience in 
Integrity and uprightnefs 
qualifies us’ for the divine favour wherever we are. Jofepb has 
not been long a prifoner, but he becomes a little ruler even in 
the prifon ; which is to be attributed, under God, (1.) To the 
keeper’s favour: God gave him favour in the fight of the 
keeper of the prifon. Note, God can raife up friends for his 
people, even there where they little expect to find them; and 
can make them to be pitied even of thofe that carry them cap- 
tive, Pfal. cvi. 45. (2.) To Jofeph’s fitnefs for bufinefs : 
The keeper faw that God was with him, and that every thing 
profpered under his hand ; and therefore intrufted him with 
the management of the affairs of the prifon, ver. 22, 23. Note, 
Wifdom and virtue will fhine in the narroweft fpheres. A 
good man will do good wherever he is, and will be a blefling, 
even in bonds and banifhments ; for the Spirit of the Lord is 
not bound or baniflied ; witnefs St Paul, Phil. i. 12, 13. 


GC HAT kk. 
In this chapter things are working, though flowly, towards 
Fofeph’s advancement. 1. Two of Pharaoh's fervants are 
committed to prifon, and there to Fofeph’s care, and fo be- 
come witneffes of his extraordinary conduct, ver, 1,—A- 
Il. They dreamed each of them a dream; which Fofeph 
interpreted, ver. 5,—-19. 3 and the event verified the in- 
terpretation, ver. 20,—22.; and fo they became witneffes of 
his extraordinary fell, AIL, Fofeph recommends his cafe 
to one of them whofe prefermeat be forefaWy Ver. 145 15.5 
but in vain, ver. 23. 


ND it came to pafs after thefe things, that 
the butler of the king of Egypt, and bis 
baker had offended their lord the king of Egypt. 
2 And Pharaoh was wroth againft two of his 
officers, againft the chief of the butlers, and a- 
gainft the chief of the bakers. 3 And he put 
them in ward in the houfe of the captain of the 
guard, into the prifon, the place where Jofeph. — 
was bound. 4 And the captain of the guard 
charged Jofeph with them, and he ferved them; 
and they continued a feafon in ward. 


We hould not have had this {tory of Pharaoh’s butler and 
baker recorded in fcripture, if it had not been ferviceable to 
Jofeph’s preferment. The world ftands for the fake of the 
church, and is governed for its good. Obferve, [1.] Two of 
the great officers of Pharaoh’s-court having offended the king, 
are committed to prifon. Note, High places are flippery pla- 
ces; nothing more uncertain than the favour of princes. ‘Thofe 
that make God’s favour their happinefs, and his feryice their 
bufinefs, will find him a better mafter,than Pharaoh was, and 
not fo extreme to mark ‘what they do amifs. Many conjec- 
tures there are concerning the offence of thefe fervants of Pha. 
raoh. Some make it no lefs than an attempt*to take away his 
life; others, no more but the cafual lighting of a fly into his 
cup, and a little fand into his.bread. Whatever it was, Pro- 
vidence by this means brought them into the prifon where Jo- 
feph was. [2.] The captain of the guard himfelf, which was 
Potiphar, charged Jofeph wuh them, (ver. 4.) which inti-/ 
mates, that he began now to be reconciled :to him, and perhaps 


. to be convinced of his innocency, though the durf not releafe 


him for fear of difobliging his wife. 


John Baptift mu Icte 
his head to pleafe Herodias. 
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5% And they dreamed a dream both of them, 
each man his-dream in one night, each man ac- 


cording to the interpretation of his dream; the 


butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, 
which were bound in the prifons.6 And Jofeph 


' came in unto them in the morning, and looked 


upon them, and behold they were fad. 7 And 
he afked Pharaoh’s officers that were with him 
in the ward of his lord’s houle, faying, Where- 
fore look ye fo fadly to-day? 8 And they faid 
unto bim, We have dreamed a dream, and there 
is no interpreter of it. And Jofeph faid unto 
them, Donot interpretations be/ong to God? tell 
me them, 1 pray you. g And the chief butler 
told his dream to Jofeph, and faid unto him, In 
my dream, behold, a vine was before me. 10 
And in the vine were three branches: and it 
was as though it budded, and her bloffoms fhot 
forth; andthe clufters thereof brought forth 
ripe grapes. 11 And Pharaoh’s cup was in my 
hand: and I took the grapes, and prefled them 
into Pharaoh’s cup, and I gave the cup into 
Pharaoh’s hand. 12 And Jofeph faid unto him, 
This zs the interpretation of it: The three 
branches are three days. 13 Yet within three 
days fhall. Pharaoh lift up thine head, and re- 
ftore thee unto thy place: and thou fhalt deli- 
ver Pharaoh’s cup into his hand, after the for- 
mer manner when thou waft his butler. 14 But 
think on me when it fhall be well with thee, 
and fhew kindnefs, I pray thee, unto me; and 
make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring 
me out of this houfe. 
len away out of the land of the Hebrews: and 
here alfo have I done nothing that they fhould 
put me into the dungeon. 16 When the chief 
baker faw that the interpretation was good, he 


‘faid unto Jofeph, I alfo was in my dream, and 


behold, J bad three white bafkets on my head. 
17 And in the uppermoft batket there was of 
all manher of bake-meats for Pharaoh ; and the 
birds did eat them out of the bafket upon my 
head. 18 And Jofeph anfwered, and faid, This 
zs the interpretation thereof: The three bafkets 
are three days. 19 Yet within three days thall 
Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, and thall 
hang thee on’a tree; and the birds fhall eat thy 


~ fleth from off thee. 


_Firf, Obferve the fpecial providence of God which filled 
the heads of thefe two prifoners with unufual dreams, fuch as 
made extraordinary impreflions upon them, and carried with 
\hem evidences of a divine original, both in one night. Note, 
God has an immediate accefs to the fpirits of men, which he 
can make ferviceable to his own purpofes when ever he pleafes, 
quite beyond the intention of thofe concerned. To him @f/ 
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15 For indeed I was fto-, 


hearts are open; and anciently he fpoke, not only to his own 
people, but to others, in dreams, Joo xxxiil, 15. Things to 
come were thus foretold, but very ob{curely. 


Secondly, Vhe impreifion which was made vpon thefe pri- 


foners by their dreams, ver. 6. They were fad. It was not 
the prifon that made them fad, they were pretty well ufed to 
that, and perhaps lived jovially there; but the dream. Note, 
God has more ways than one to fadden the {pirits of thofe that 
are to be made fad. . Thofe finners that are hardy enough un- 


der outward troubles, and will not yield to them, yet God can 


find out a way to trouble them, and take off_their wheels, by 
wounding their fpirits, and laying a load upon them. 

Thirdly, Jofeph’s great tendernefs and compafhon towards 
tlm. He inquired with concern, Wherefore look ye /o fadly 
to-day 2 yer, 7. Jofeph was their Aeeper, and in that office he 
was mild. Note, It becomes us to take cognifance of the for- 
rows even of thofe that are under our check. Jofeph was 
their companion in tribulation, he was now a prifoner with 
them, and had been a dreamer too. Nete, Communion in- 
fufferings, helps to work compaffion towards thofe that do fuf- 
fer. Let us learn hence, (1.) To concern ourfelves in the 
forrows and troubles of others, and inquire into the reafon of 
the fadnefs of our*brethrens countenances: We fhould be of- 
ten confidering the tears of the opprefjzed, Eccl. iv. 1. It 1s 
fome relief to thofe that are in trouble to be taken notice of. 
(2.) To inquire into the caufes of ovr own forrow: Where- 
fore do I look fo fadly? is there a reafon? is it a good reafon? 
is there not a reafon for comfort fufficient to balance it, what« 
ever itis? Why art thou caft down, O my foul? a 

Fourthly, The dreams themfelves, and the interpretation-of 
them. That which troubled thefe prifoners was, that being 
confined, they could not have recourfe to the diviners of E- 


gypt, who pretended to interpret dreams: There ts no inter= - 


preter here in the prifon, ver. 8. Note, There are interpre- 
ters which thofe that are in prifon and forrow fhould with to 
have with them, to mftruct them in the meaning and defign of 
providence; an interpreter, one among a thoufand, to fhew 
unto man bis uprightne/s, Job xxxiii. 23, 24.5 interpreters to 
guide their confciences, not to fatisfy their curiofity. Jofeph 
hereupon direéted them which way to look: Do not interpre- 
tations belong to God? He means the God whom he wor- 
fhipped ; to the knowledge of whom he endeavours hereby to 
lead them. Note, (1.) It is God’s prerogative to fortel things 
ta come, Ifa. xlvi. ro. (2.) He muft therefore have the 
praife of all the gifts of forefight which men have, ordinary or ex- 
traordinary. Jofeph premifeth a caveat again{t his own praife, 
and is careful to tran{mit the glory to God ; as Daniel, chap. 
li, 30. Jofeph fuggelts, [f interpretations belong to Ged, he is 
a free agent, and may communicate the power to whom he 
pleafes ; and therefore ¢e// me your dreams. : 
Now, 1. The chief butler’s dream was a happy prefage of 
his enlargement and re-advancement within three days; and 
fo Jofeph explained it to him, ver. 12, 13. Probably it had: 
been ufual with him to prefs the full ripe grapes immediately 
into Pharaoh's cup, the fimplicity of that age not being ac- 
quainted with the modern arts of making the wine fine. Ob- 


ferve, Jofeph foretold the chief butler’s deliverance, but he did _ 


not forefee his own. He had long before dreamed of his own 


honour, and the obeifance which his brethr.a fhould do to. 


him, with the remembrance of which he ought now to fupport: 
himfelf, without any new or freth difcoveries. The vifions 
that are for the comfort of God’s faints are for a great while 
to come, and relate to things that aré very far off; whillt 
others forefights, like his here, look but three days before them. 

2. The chief baker’s dream portended his ignominious death, 
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ver. 18, 19. ‘The happy interpretation of the other-dream en- - 4 


' couraged: 


, Chap. XL. 


‘fage prove-unpleafing, it is not their fault. 


. couraged him to relate his. Thus hypocrites, when they hear 


good tidings promifed to good Chriftians, would put in for a 
fhare, though they have no part or fot in the matier. 
not Jofeph’s fault that he brought him no better tidings: Mi- 
nifters are but interpréfers, they cannot make the thing other-. 
wife than it is; if therefore they deal faithfully, and their mef- 
Bad dreams can- 
not expect a good interpretation. 

Fifthly, The improvement Jofeph made of this opportunity 
to get a friend at court, ver..14, 15. He modeftly befpoke 
the favour of the chief butler, whofe preferment he foretold : 
But think on me when tt fhall be well with thee. ‘Though 
the refpect paid to Jofeph made the prifon as eafy to him as a 
prifon could be, yet-none can blame him to be defirous of li- 
berty. Seé here, [1.] What a modeft reprefentation he makes 
of his own cafe, ver. 15. He doth not refleé& upon his bre- 


thren that fold him; only faith, Z was flolen out of the land 


of the Hebrews, i. e. unjuftly fent thence, no matter where 
the fault was: Nor doth he refleé&t on the wrong done him in 
this imprifonment, by his miftrefs that was his profecutor, and 
his malter that was his judge; but mildly avers his own inno- 
cency, Here have I done nothing, that they fhould put me ta- 
to the dungeon. ote, When we are called to vindicate out- 
felves, we fhould carefully avoid as much as may be {peaking 
ill of others. Let us be content to prove ourfelves innocent, 


and not fond of upbraiding others with their guilt. [2.] What 


a modeft requeft he makes to the chief butler ; only, TAzub on 
me. ‘ Pray do me a kindnefs, if it lie in your way.” And 


his particular petition is, Bring me out of this houfe. He doth 
notfay, “ Bring me into Pharaoh’s houfe; get me a place at © 


court:’” No; he begs for enlargement, not preferment. Note, 


Providence fometimes defigns the greateft honours for thofe 


that leaft covet or expect them. 
20 4 And it came to pafs the third day, 


which was Pharaoh’s birth-day, that he made 
a feaft unto all his fervants: and he lifted up 


the head of the chief butler; and of the chief 


baker among his fervants.. 21 And he reftored 
the chief butler unto his butlerfhip again ; and 
he gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand: 22 But 
he hanged the chief baker: as Jofeph had in- 
terpreted tothem. 23 Yet did not the chief 
butler remember Jofeph, but forgat him. 


Here is, Firf?, The verifying of Jofeph’s interpretation of 


‘the dreams, on the very day prefixed. ‘The chief butler and 


baker were both advanced, one to his office, the other to the 
gallows; and both at the three days end. Note, Very great 
changes, both for the better and for the worfe, often happen 
ina very little time: So fudden are the revolutions of the 
wheel of nature. The occafion of giving judgment feverally 
upon their cafe, was the folemnizing of Pharaoh’s birth-day ; 
on which all his fervants being obliged by cuftom to attend 
him, thefe two came to be inquired after, and the caufe of their 
commitment looked into. The folemnizing of the birth-days 
of princes has been an ancient piece of refpeét done them ; and, 
if it be not abufed as Jeroboam’s was, Hof. vii. 5. and He- 


- yod’s, Mark vi. 21. is an ufage innocent enough: And we 


may all profitably take notice of our birth-days, with thank- 


_fulnefs for the mercies of our birth, forrow for the finfulnefs 


of it, and an expectation of the day of our death as better than 
the day of our birth. On Pharaoh’s birth-day, he hifted up 
the head of.thefe two prifoners, 7. e. arraigned and tried them ; 
“(when Naboth was tried, he-was /et on high among the people, 
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t Kings xxi. 92); and he reftored the chief butler, and hang- 
ed the chief baker. If the butler were innocent, and the ba- 
ker guilty, we muft own the equity of Providence in clearing 
up the innocency of the innocent, and making the fin of the 
guilty to find them out. Ifeither both were equally innocent, 
or equally guilty, it is an inftance of the arbitrarinefa of fuch 
great princes, who pride themfelves in that power which Nebu- 
chadnezzar fet up for, Dan. v.19. whom he would he flews 
and whom he would be kept ahve ; forgetting that there is an 
higher than they, to whom they are accountable, 

Secondly, The difappointing of Jofeph’s expectation from 
the chief butler: He remembered not Fifeph, but forgat binry. - 
ver. 23. {1.) See here an inftance of bafe ingratitude: Jo- 
feph had deferved well at his hands, had miniftered to him, 
fympathifed with him, helped him to-a favourable interpreta- 
tion of his dreams, had recommended himfelf to him as an ex- 
traordinary perfon upon all accounts; and yet he forgat him. 
We mutt not think it ftrange if we have hatred fhewed us for 
love, and flights for our refpeéts in this world. (2.) See how 
apt thofe that are themfelves at eafe, are to forget ochers in 
diftrefs. Perhaps it is in allufion to this ftory that the prophet 
fpeaks of thofe that drunk wine in bowls, and were not grie= 
ved for the affiicion of Fafeph, Amés vi. 6. 

Thiraly, Let us learn from hence to ceafe from man. _ Jo- 
feph perhaps depended too much upon his intereft in the chief 
butler, and promifed himfelf too much from him, and learned 
by his difappointment to truft in God only. We cannot ex- 
pect too little from man, nor too much from God. 

Lafily, Some obferve the refemblance between Jofeph and 
Chrift in this ftory. Jofeph’s fellow-fufferers were like the 
two thieves that were crucified with Chrift; the one faved, 
the other condemned. (It is Dr Lightfoot’s remark from 
Mr Broughton.) One of thefe, when Jofeph faid to him, 
Remember me when.st fhall be well with thee, forgat him; 
but one of thofe when he faid to Chrilt, Remember me when 
thou comeff into thy kingdom, was not forgotten. We juftly 
blame the chief butler’s ingratitude to Jofeph; yet we carry 
ourfelves much more difingenuoufly to the Lord Jefus. Jofeph 


“had but foretold the chief butler’s enlargement ; but Chrift 


wrought out ours, mediated with the King of kings for us: 

Yet we forget him, though often minded of him, though we 

have promifed never to forget him. ‘Thus ill do we requite 

him, like fooli/h people and unwife. : 
CHAP. XLI. ; 

Two things Providence is here bringing about. 1. The ad- 
vancement of Jofpb. 11. The maintenance of Yacob and 
his family in a time of famine; for the eyes of the Lord 
run to and fro through the earth, and dirc&t the affairs of 

. the children of men for the benefit of thofé few whofe 
hearts are upright with hum. In order to thefe, here ts, 
(1.) Pharaoh’s dreams, ver. 1,—8. (2.) The recom- 
mendation of Fofeph-to him for an interpreter, ver. 9y— 
13. (3.) The tnterpretation of the dreams, and the pre- 
dition of feven years plenty and Jeven years famine in 
Egypt, with ihe prudent adwece given to Pharaoh thereup- 
on, ver. 14,—36. (4.) The greferment of Fofeph to a 
place of the highe? power and truft in Egypt, ver. 375—— 
45. (5-) The accomplifbment of Fofeph’s predittion, and 
his fidelity 10 bts truft, ver. 46, ad fin. 


ND it came to pafs at the end of two full 
A years, that Pharaoh dreamed, and behold, 
he ftood by the river. 2 And behold, there 
came up out of the river feven well-favoured 
kine, and fat-flefhed ; and they fed in a mea- 

A age dow. 
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dow. 3:And behold, feven other kine came up 


after them out of the river, ill-favoured and - 


lean-flefhed ; and ftood by the ozber kine, up- 
on the brink of the river. 4 And the ill-favour- 
ed and lean-flefhed kine did eat up the feven 
well-favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. 
5 And he flept and dreamed the fecond time : 
_.and behold feven ears of corn came up upon 

‘one flalk, rank and good. 6 And behold, feven 
thin ears, and blafted with the eaft-wind {prung 
up after them. _7 And the feven thin ears de- 
voured the feven rank and full ears: and Pha- 
raoh awoke, and behold, it was adream. 8 
And it,.came to pafs in the morning, that his 
fpirit was troubled ; and he fent and called for 
all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wife- 
men thereof; and Pharaoh told them his dream ; 
but there was none that could interpret them 
‘unto Pharaoh. * 


Obferve, [1.] The delay of Jofeph’s enlargement: It was 
not till the end of swo ful/ years, (ver. 1.) fo long he waited 
after he had intrufted the chief butler with his cafe, and began 
to have fome profpect of relief. Note, We ave need of pa- 
tience, not only dearing, but waiting patience. Jofeph lay 
in prifon uni/ the time that his word came, Pfal. cy. 19. 

' There is @ time fet for the deliverance of God’s people: That 
time will come, though it feem to tarry ; and. when it comes, 
it will appear to have been the ef time, and therefore we 
ought to wazt for it, (Hab. ii. 3.) and not think two full 

_years too long to continue waiting 

[2.] The means of Jofeph’s enlargement; which were 
Pharaoh’s dreams, which are here related. If we were to 


Jook upon them as ordinary dreams, we might obferve from. 


_ them the follies and abfurdities of a roving working fancy : 
How it reprefents to itfelf tame cows, as beafts of prey, nay 
more ravenous than any, eating up thofe of their own kind; 
and ears of corn devouring one another. Surely z# the mul- 
titude of dreams, nay, even in one dream, there are divers 
vanities, Eccl. v. 7. Now God no longer fpeaks to us in 
that way, I think it is no matter how little we either heed 
them, or tell them. Foolifh dreams related can make no bet- 
ter than foolifh talk. But thefe dreams which Pharaoh dream- 
ed, carried their own evidence with them, that they: were fent 
of God: And therefore, when he awoke, Ais /pirat was trou- 

bled, ver. 8. It cannot but put us into a concern to receive 
any extraordinary meflage from heaven, becaufe we are con- 
fcious to ourfelves that we have no reafon to expe& any good 
tidings from thence. His magicians were puzzled, the rules 
of their art failed them, thefe dreams of Pharaoh’s (it feems) 
did not fall within the compafs of them, fo that they could not 
offer at the interpretation of them. This was to make Jofeph’s 
performance by the Spirit of God,the more admirable. Hu- 
man reafon, prudence, and forefight, muft be non-plujjed, that 
Divine revelation may appear the more glorious in the contri 
vance of our redemption, 1 Cor. it. 13, 14. Compare with 
this ftory, Dan. ii. 27. & iv. 7. & v.8. Jofeph’s own dreams were 
the occafion of ‘his troubles, and now Pharaoh’s dreams. were 
the occafion of his enlargement. oa 


9 7 Then fpake the chief butler unto Pha- 
raoh, faying, 1 do remember my faultsithis day. 
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10 Pharaoh was wroth with his fervants, and 
put me in ward in the captain of the guard’s 
houfe, both me and the chief baker. 
we dreamed a dream in oneenight, I and he: 
we dreamed each man according to the inter- 
pretation of his dream. 12 And there was 
there with us a young man an Hebrew, fervant 
to the captain of the guard; and we told him, 
and he interpreted to us our dreams: to each 
man according to his dream he did interpret. 
13 And it came to pafs, as he mterpreted to us, 
fo it was: me he reftored unto mine office, and 
him ‘he hanged. 14 YJ Then Pharaoh fent and 
called Jofeph, and they brought him hatftily out 
of the dungeon: and he fhaved him/elf, and 
changed his raiment, and came in unto Pha- 
raoh. 15 And Pharaoh faid unto Jofeph, I 
have dreamed a dream, and there is none that 


can interpret it: and I have heard fay of thee, | 


that thou.canft underitand a dream, to interpret 
it. 16 And Jofeph anfwered Pharaoh, faying, 
Zt is not in me: God fhall give Pharaoh.an an- 
{wer of peace. ‘ 


Here is, [1.] The recommending of Jofeph to Pharaoh for - 


an interpreter. The chzef butler did it more in compliment 
to Pharaoh, to oblige him, than in gratitude to Jofeph, or com- 
paflion of his cafe. He makes a fair confeflion, ver. 9. I re- 
member my faults this day, in forgetting Jofeph. 


have neglected that, it is next beft to remember our faults, and 
repent of them, and do our duty at laft: Better late than ne- 
ver. 
which he was imprifoned; and then he would infinuate, that tho’ 
Pharaoh had forgiven him he had not forgiven himfelf. The {tory 
he had to tell was in fhort, ‘That there was an obfcure young man: 
in the king’s prifon, who had very happily interpreted his dream, 
and the chief baker’s; and the event agreed thereto; and he 
would recommend him to the king, his mafter, for an interpreter. 
Note, God’s time for the enlargement of his people will ap- 
pear at lait to be the fitteft time. 
firft ufed his intereft for Jofeph’s enlargement, and had obtain- 
ed it, it is probable upon his releafe he would have gone back 
to the land of ihe Hebrews again, which he fpoke of fo feel- 


ingly, chap. xl. 15.3 and then he had neither been fo blefled - 


himfelf, nor fuch a blefling to his family, as afterwards he, pro- 
ved. But {taying two years longer, and coming out now upon 


this occafion at laft to interpret the king’s dreams, way was.-- 


made for his very great preferment. Thofe that patiently wait 


for God fhail be paid for their wazting, not only principal but 


intereft, Tuam. iti. 26. 


[2.] ‘The introducing of Jofeph to Pharaoh. The king’s - 
bufinefs required hafte: Jofeph is fent for owt of the dungeon 


with all {peed. Pharaoh’s order difcharged him both: from 


his imprifonment and from his fervitude; and makes -him a 
candidate for fome of the higheft trufts at court. The king 


can fcarce allow him time, but that decency required it, to 
fhave hinifelf, and to change bts ratment, ver. 14. It is done 
with all pothble expedition ; and Jofeph is brought in, perhaps 
almoft as much furprifed as Peter was, Aéts xii. 9.3 fo fud- 
denly is his: capirvity brought back, that he is as one that 


Chap. XLE 


11 And 


Note, It 13° 
beft to remember our duty, and to do it in its time ; but if we - 


Some think he means his faults againft Pharaoh, for 


If the chief butler had at - 


= 


dreams, 


, 
> 


Chap. XLI. 


dreams, Pfal. exxvi. 1. Pharaoh immediately, without in- 
quiring who, or whence he was, tells him his bufinefs, that he 
expected he fhould interpret his dream, ver. 15. To which 
Jofeph makes him avery modeft, decent reply, ver. 16.; in 
which, 1. He gives honour to God: ft 2s not in me, God 
mutt give it. Note, Great gifts then appear molt graceful and 
illuftrious, when thofe that have them ufe them humbly, and 
take not the praife of them to themfelves, but give it to God. 
To fuch God gives more grace. 2. He fhews refpeét to Pha- 
raoh, and hearty good-will to him and his government, in fup- 
pofing that the interpretation would be an an/wer of peace. 
Note, Thofe that confult God’s oracles may expeét an anfwer 
of peace. If Jofeph be made the interpreter, hope the bef. 


17 And Pharaoh faid unto Jofeph, In my 
dream, behold, I ftood upon the bank of the ri- 
ver. 18 And behold, there came up out of the 
river feven kine, fat-flefhed, and well-tavoured; 
and they fed in a meadow. 19 And behold, 
feven other kine came up after them, poor and 
very ill-favoured, and lean-flefhed, fuch as I 
never faw in all the land of Egypt for badnefs. 


20 And the lean and the ill-favoured kine did © 


eat up the firft feven fat kine. 21 And when 
they had eaten them up, it could not be known 
that they had eaten them; but they were ftill 
ill-favoured, as at the beginning. So I awoke. 
22 And I faw in my dream, and behold, feven 
ears came up in one ftalk, full and good. 23 
And behold, feven ears, withered, thin and 
blafted with the eaft-wind, {prung up after 
them. 24 And the thin ears devoured the fe- 
_ven good ears: and I told ¢his unto the magi- 
cians; but there was none that could declare 
i¢unto me. 25 7 And Jofeph faid unto Pha- 
raoh, The dream of Pharaoh zs one: God hath 
fhewed Pharaoh what he zs about to do. 26 
The feven good kine are feven years; and the 
feven. good ears are feven years: the dream'zs 
one.. 27 And the feven thin and ill-favoured 
kine that came up after them, are feven years ; 
and the feven empty ears blafted with the eatft- 
wind, fhall be feven years of famine. 28 This 
is the thing which I have {poken unto Pharaoh: 
What God is about to do, he fheweth unto Pha- 
raoh. 209 Behold, there come feven years of 
great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt. 
30 And there fhall arife after them feven years 
of famine, and all the plenty fhall be forgotten 


in the land of Egypt : and the famine fhall con- | 


fume the land. 31 And the plenty fhall not 
be known in the.land, by reafon of that famine 
following: for it /ball be very grievous. 32 
And for that the dream was doubled unto 
‘Pharaoh twice ; it is becaufe the thing zs efta- 


blifhed by God, and God will fhortly bring it . 


to pafs. 
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Here, [1.] Pharaoh relates his dream. He dreamed that 
he {tood upon the bank of the river Nilus, and faw the kine, 
both the fat ones and the lean ones, come out of the river. 
For the kingdom of Egypt had no rain, as appears, Zech, 


.xiv. 18.5 but'the plenty of the year depended upon the over- 


flowing of the river, and it was about one certain time of the 
year that it overflowed. If it rofe to fifteen or fixteen cubits, 
there. was plenty ; if to twelve or thirteen only, or unter, there 
was {carcity. See how many ways Providence hath of dif- 
penfing its gifts; yet whatever the fecond caufes are, our de- 
pendance is {till the fame upon the Firft Caufe, who makes e- 
very creature that to us that it is, be it rain or river. 

[2.] Jofeph interprets his dream ; and tells him, that it fig- 
nified feven years of plenty now immediately to -enfue, which 
fhould be fucceeded by as many years of famine. 

The two dreams fignified the fame thing; but the repeti- 
tion was to note-both the certainty, the nearnefs, and the im- 


vi. 17, 18. The covenant is fealed with two facraments ; and 
in one of them there is both bread and wine; wherein the 
dream is one, and yet itis doubled, for the thing ts certain. 2. 
Yet the two dreams have a diftiné reference to the two things 
wherein we moft experience plenty and {carcity, w. grafs 
and corn. The plenty and f{carcity of gra/s for the cattle was 
fignified by the fat kine and the lean ones; the plenty and 
{carcity of herb for the fervice of man, by the full ears and the 


thin ones. 


to. After great plenty may come great fcarcity : How {trong 
foever we may think our mountain ftands, if God fpeak the 
word, it will foon be moved. We cannot be fure that so- 
morrow fhaii be as this day, next gear. as this, and much 
more abundant, Ma. \vi. 12. 
as well as bow to abound. 

[4.] See the goodnefs of God in fending the feyen years 
of plenty before thofe of famine, that provifion might be made 
accordingly. 
Eccl. vii. 14. How wonderful-wifely has Providence, that great 
honfe-keeper, ordered the affairs of this numerous family from the 
beginning hitherto? Great variety of feafons there hath been, and 
the produce of the earth fometimes more and fometimeglefs ; yet 
take one time with another, what was miraculous concerning 
the manna, is ordinarily vérified in the common courfe of Pro- 
videncé, He that gathers much has nothing over, and be that 
gathers little bas no lack, Exod. xvi. 18. 

[5.] See the perifhing nature of our worldly: enjoyments. 
The great increafe of the years of plenty was guite /of and 
fwallowed up in the years of famine; and the overplus of it, 
which feemed very much, yet did but juft ferve to keep men 
alive, ver. 21, 30, 31. Meats for the belly, and the belly for 


meats; but God fhall deftroy both it and them, 1 Cor. vi. 13. 


There is bread which endures to everlafting Life, which thalk 
not be.forgotten, and which it is worth while to /abour for, 
John vi. 27. They that make the things of this world sheir 
good things, will find but little pleafure'in remembering that 
they have received them, Luke xvi. 25. 


raoh, who, as king of Egypt, was to be the father of his coun- 
try, and to make prudent provifion for them. Magiftrates 
are called /bepherds, whofe care it muft be not’ only to rule 
but to feed. 

33 Now therefore let Pharaoh look out. a 
man difcreet and wife, and fet him, over the 
land.of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh do ¢bis, and 


let 


portance of the event, ver. 32. Thus hath God often fhewed - 
' the immutability of bis counfel by two immutable things, Heb. 


[3.] See what changes the comforts of this life are fubje&t ~ 


We mutt learn how to want, « 


Thus he fers the one over-againft the other, ' 


[6.] Obferve, That God revealed this before-hand to Pha - - \ 


— 


FQ 


let him appoimt officers over the land, and take+ 


up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the 
feven plenteous: years. 35 And let them ga- 
ther all the food of thofe good years that come, 
and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh, 
and let them keep food in the cities. 36 And 
that food fhall be for ftore to the land, againft 
the feven years of famine, which fhall. be in 
the land of Egypt; that the land perifh not 
through the famine. 37 4 And the thing was 
good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of 
all his fervants. 38 And Pharaoh faid unto his 
fervants, Can we find /uch a ome as this is, a 
man in whom the fpirit of God is? 39 And 
Pharaoh faid unto Jofeph, Forafmuch as God 
hath fhewed thee all this, there is none fo dif- 
creet and wife as thou art. 40 Thou fhalt be 
over my houfe, and according unto thy-word 
fhall all my people be ruled: only in the throne 
will I be greater than thou. 41 And Pharaoh 
faid unto Jofeph, See I have fet thee over all 
the land of Egypt.. 42 And Pharaoh took off 
his ring from his hand, and put, it upon Jofeph’s 
hand, and arrayed him in veftures of fine linen, 
and put a gold chain about his neck. 43 And 
he made him to ride in the fecond chariot 
which he had; and they cried before him, Bow 
the knee: and he made him ru/er over all the 
land of Egypt. 44 And Pharaoh faid unto Jo- 
feph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee fhall no 
man lift up his hand or foot in all the land of 
Egypt. 45 And Pharaoh called Jofeph’s name 
Zaphnath-paaneah ; and he gave him to wife 
Afenath the daughter of Poti-pherah, prieft of 
On: and Jofeph went out over a// the land of 
Egypt. B'S 
Here is, Fir, The good advice that Jofeph gave to Pha- 
raoh ; which*was, in 
[1.] That in the years of plenty he fhould lay up for the 
years of famine ; buy up cofn when it was cheap, that he 
might both enrich himfelf and fupply the country when it 
would be dear and fcarce. Note, 1. Fair warnmg fhould al- 
ways be followed with good counfel. Therefore the prudent 
man forfees the evil, that he may bide bimfe/f. God has, in 
his word, told us of a day of trial and exigence before us, when 
-we fhall need all the grace we can get, and all little enough : 
Now therefore provide accordingly. 2. Times of gathering 
mutt be diligently improved, becaufe there will come a time of 
fpending. Let us go to the ant and learn of her this wifdom, 
Prov. vi. 6,;-—8. age 
[2.] Becaufe that which is every body’s work, ‘commonly 
proves no body’s work, he advifes Pharaoh to appoint officers 
who fhould*make it their bufinefs, and pitch upon fome one 
petfon to prefide in the affair, ver. 33. Probably if Jofeph had 
not advifed this, it had’not been done; Pharaoh’s counfellors 
could no more improve the dream, than his magicians inter- 
pret it ; therefore it is faid of him, Pfal. cv. 22. that he raughr 
4is fenators wifdom. That of Solomon may be inferred from 
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Secondly, The great honour that Pharaoh did to Jofeph, A 

(1.) He gave him an honourable teftimony: .He is a man 
in whom the fpirit of God is; and that puts a great excellen- 
cy upon any’ man; fuch men ought to be valued, ver. 38. He 
is a nonfuch for prudence ;;¢here 1» mone fo difcreet and wife” 
as thou. art, ver. 39. Now he is-abundantly recompenfed for 
the difgrace that had been done him, and_his righteoufnefs is 
as the morning light, Pfal. xxxvul. 6. ; 

(2.) He put him into an honourable office; not only em- 
ployed him to buy up corn, but made him prime minifter of 
{tate ; comptroller of the houfehold, . Thay, fhalt be over my 
houfe; chief jultice of the kingdom, According to thy word — 
[ball all my people bz ruled; or, fhall be armed, as {ome read 


‘jt, and then’it {peaks him general of the forces. His commiflion 


was very ample; I have fet thee cver all the land of Egypt, 
ver. 41.3 without thee /hall no man lift up his Band or foot, 
ver. 44.3 all the affairs of the kingdom muft pafs through his 
hand; nay, ver. 40., Only in the throne will 1 be greater than 
thou. Note, It is the wifdom of princes to prefer thofe, and 
the happiwefs of people to have thofe preferred to places of 
power and truft, in whom the {pirit of God is. It is probable | 
there.were thofe about court that oppofed Jofeph’s preferment, 
which occafioned Pharaoh fo often to repeat the grant, and 
with that folemn fan@ion, ver. 44. Iam Pharaoh... When 
the propofal was made that there fhould be a corn-mafter-gene- 
ral nominated, it is faid, ver. 37. Pharaoh's fervanis were 
all pleafed with the motion, each hoping ‘for the place; but 


. when Pharaoh faid to them, ‘ Jofeph fhall be the man,” we 


do not read that they made him any anfwer, being uneafy at. 
it, and acquiefcing only becaufe they could not help it. Jofeph 
had enemies, no doubt ; archers that fhot at him, and hated 
him, chap. xlix. 23. as Daniel chap. vi. 4. , 

(3.) He put upon him all the marks of honour imaginable, 
to recommend him to the efteem and refpe& of the people as 
the king’s favourite, and one whom he delighted io bonour. 
1. He gave him his own ring, as a ratification of his commif- 
fion, and in token of peculiar favour ; or it was like delivering 
him the great feal. 2. He put fine clothes upon him, inftead 
of his prifon-garments ; for they that are in Aing’s palaces mutt 
wear /oft cloathing. He that in the morning was dragging his 
fetters of iron, before night was adorned with a chain of gold. 
3. He made him ride 2a the fecond chariot next to his own, 
and ordered all to do obeifance to him: Bow. the knee, as to 
Pharaoh himfelf. 4. He gave him a new name, to fhew his 
authority over him, and yet fuch a name as {poke the value he” 
had for him, Zaphnath-paaneah, a Revealer of fecrets. 5. 
He married him honourably toa prince’s daughter, W-here 
God had been liberal in giving wifdom and other merits, Pha- 
raoh was not {paring in conferring honours. or 

Now this preferment of.Jofeph was, (1.) An abundant re- 
compenfe for his innocent and patient ‘faffering, a lafting in. 
ftance of the equity and goodnefs of Providence; and an en- 
couragement to all good people to truft in a good God, (2.) 
It was typical of the exaltation of Chrift, that great revealer of 
fecrets, (John i. 18.) or, as fome tranflate Jofeph’s new name, 
the Saviour of the world. The brighteft glories of the upper 
world are put upon him, the higheft trufts lodged in his hand, 


and all power given him both in heaven and in earth. He is — 


Gatherer, Keeper, and Difpofer of all the ftores of divine 
grace, and chief Ruler of the kingdom of God among men. 


The work of minifters is to cry before him, Bow the knce; — 


* Kifs the Son.?? _ 


46 f And Jofeph was thirty years old when” 
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Chap. XL. 


hence, Eccl. iv. 13. Beller is apoor and a wife child, than 
— an.old. and foolifb king. ; 


Chap. XLL | 
he ftood. ‘before Pharaoh king of Egypt: and | 


‘Jofeph went out from the prefence of Pharaoh, |- 
J SP . peatlands lg ede Pharaoh, i forgot God bis: maker. 


and went throughout all the land of Egypt. 
47 And in the feven plenteous years the earth | 
brought forth: by handfuls...48 And he ga- ; 
thered) up all the food of the feven years, which | 
were in the land of Exypt, and laid up the-food 

in the cities: the food of the field which was 
round about every city; laid he up in the fame. 
49 And Jofeph gathered corn as the fand of 
the fea, very much, until he left numbering: 
for 7¢ was without number. 50 And unto Jo- 
feph were born two fons, before the years of fa- 
mine came: which Afenath, the daughter of 
Poti-pherah prieft. of On, bare unto him. | 51 
And Jofeph called the name of the firft-born, 
Manafleh: for God, faid be, hath made me for- 
get all my toil, and all my father’shoufe. 52 
And the name of the fecond called he Ephraim : 
for God hath caufed me to be fruitful in-the 
land of my affliftion. “53 q And the feven 
years Of plenteoufnefs that was in the land of 
Egypt, were ended. 54 And the feven years 
of dearth began to come, according as Jofeph 
had faid: and the dearth was in all lands; but 
in all the land of Egypt there was bread. 55 
And when all the land of Egypt was famifhed, 


the people cried to Pharaoh for bread: And © 


. countries came into Egypt to Jofeph for to buy 
corn; becaufe that the famine was /o fore in all 


giving this happy turn to his affairs. 


-fhould bear our afflictions when they are prefent, as thofe that 
~ know not but Providence may fo out-weigh them by after- 


. and yet if God fow it and water it, it will come up again. 


Pharaoh faid unto all the Egyptians, Go unto 
Jofeph; what he faith to you, do. 56 And 
the famine was over all the face -of the earth: 
and Jofeph opened all the ftore-houfes, and 
fold unto the Egyptians; and the famine wax- 
ed fore in the land of Egypt. 57 And all 


lands. 

— Obferve here, Fi, The building of Jofeph’s family, in the 
birth of two fons, Manaffeh and Ephraim, ver. 50, §1, 52. 
In the names he gave them, he owned the Divine Providence 


[1.] He was made to forges his mifery, Job xi. 16, -We 


comforts, as that we may even forget them when they are 
paft. But could he be fo unnatural as'to forget all bis fa- 
thers houfe 2 He means the unkindaefles he received from- 
his brethren, or perhaps the wealth and honour he expected 
from his father with the birth-right. The robes he now wore 
made him forget the coat of divers colours he wore mn his fa- 
ther’s houfe. © % oa) 

_ [2.] He was made fruitful in the Jand of his affliction. Vt 


had been the land of his affliction; and in fome fenfe it was | 


{till fo, for it was not Canaan, the land of promife. His di- 
flance from his father was ftill his affli@ion. Note, Light is 
fometimes fown for the righteous in a barren and unlikely foil; 


The affidions of the faints promote their frvitfulnefs.. Epbe- 
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“ver. 48, 4« 


igi 


rain fignifies frustfulnefs ; end Manaffeh, forgetfulne/s: For 
thefe-two often go together; when fefhurtin waxed fat, he 


Secondly, The accomplifhment..of Jofeph’s predidions. 
Pharaoh hada great confidence in the truth of them, perhaps 
finding in his own mind, beyond what another perfon could, 
an exact agreeablenefs between them and his dreams, as be- 
tween the key and the lock: And the event fhewed that he 
was not deceived. ‘The feven plenteous years came, ver. 47.5 
and at length they were ended, ver. 53. Note, We ought to 
forefee the approaching period of the days both of our profpe- 
rity aad of our opportunity ; and therefore muft not be fecure 
in the enjoyment of our profperity, nor. flothfal in the im- 
provement of our opportunity. Years of plenty will end; 
therefore what thy hand finds to do, do it, and gather in. 
gathering time: The moru.ng cometh, and alfo the night, 
Ifa. xxi. 12.; the plenty, and alfo the famine. The /cver 
years of dearth began to come, ver. 54.: See what changes of 
condition we are liable to in this world; and what need we. 
have to be joyful in a day of profperity, and in a- day’ of ad- 
verfity to’confider, Eccl. vii. 14. ‘This famine, it feems, was 
not only in Egypt, but in other lands, in a// /ands, 1.e. all 
the neighbouring countries: Fruitful land's are foon turned in- 
to barrennefs, by the iniquity of them that dwell therein, 
Pfal. cvii. 34. It is here faid, that in the land of Egypt 
there was bread; meaning probably, not that only which Jo-. © 
feph had bought up for the king, but that which private per- 


' fons: by his example, and upon the public notice of this predic- 


tion, as well.as by the rules of common prudence, had laid 


up. 

Thirdly, The performance of Jofeph’s truft : He was found: 
faithful to.it, as a {teward ought to be. 

(1.) He was diligent in laying up while the pleoty lafted, , 
He that thus gathers 1s a wife fon. 

(2.) He was prudent and careful in. giving out. when. the 
fanune came, and kept the markets low by furnifhing them at 


~ reafonable rates out of his ftores. ‘The people in dittrefs cried 


to Pharaoh, as that woman to the king of Ifrael, 2 Kings vi. 
26. Help, my lord, O King: He fent them to his treafurer 5 . 
Go to Fofeph. Thus God, in the gofpel, direéts thofe that 
apply themfelves to him for mercy and grace, to.go to the 


Lord Fefus, in whom all fulnefs dwells; and what he faith 
to you, do. Jofeph, no doubt, with wifdom and juftice fixed 


the price of the corn he fold; fo that Pharaoh, whofe money 


had bought it up, might have reafonable profit, and, yet the 

country might not be opprefled, nor advantage taken of their - 
prevailing neceflity: While he that with-holdeth cora when 

it is dear, in hopes. it will yet grow dearer, and people peril, 
for want. of it, has many a cur/e for fo doing, (and it is not 
a curfe caufelefr,) bleffings fhall be upon the head of him that 
thus fe//eth it, Proy. xi. 26.. And let the price be determin- 
ed by that. golden rule of juftice, To do as we would be done 


by. 
CHAP. XLII. 


We had, in the foregoing chapier, the fulfilling of the dreams 
which Fofeph bad interpreted: In this, and the following ° 
chapters, we have the fulfilling of the dreams which Fo- 
Jeph bimfelf had dreamed, that bis father’s family fhould 
do obeifance to him, The flory ts very largely and pare 
ticularly related of what paffed between Fofeph and his 
brethren; not only becaufo vw is an entertaining frory, and 
probably was much talked of both among the Ifraeliies 
cand among the Egypuans; but becaufe itis very initruc. 
tive, and it gave occafion for the removal of facob’s fara 
Ly into Egypt, on which fo many great events afterwards 

‘depended: 


192 


depended.. We have in this chapter, ( 1.) The humble ap- 
plication of Jacob's fons to Fofeph, to buy corn, ver. 1,—6. 


(2°) The fright Fofeph put them into, for their trial, ‘ver. 


(3.) The conwétion they were now under of 


y—20. 
ae fin concerning Fofepb. long before, ver. 21,—24.: 
(4.) Their return to Canaan with corn, and the great 
diftrefs their good father was in upon the account they 
gave him of their expedition, ver. 25, ad fin. 


N OW when Jacob faw that there was corn: 


! in Egypt, Jacob faid unto his fons, Why 
do ye look one upon.another? 2 And he faid, 
Behold, I have heard that there is corn in E- 


gypt: get you down thither, and buy for us— 


from thence; that we may live,*and not die. 
.3 ¥ And Jofeph’s ten brethren went down to 
‘buy corn in Egypt. 4 But Benjamin, Jofeph’s 
brother, Jacob fent not with his brethren : for 
he faid, Left peradventure mifchief befal him. 
5 And the fons of Ifrael came to buy corn a- 
- mong thofe that came: for the famine was in 
‘the land of Canaan. 6 And Jofeph was the 
governor over the land, and he it was that fold 
to all the people of the land: and Jofeph’s bre- 
thren came, and bowed down themielves before 
him, with their faces to the earth. on 


Though Jacob’s fons were all married, and had families of | 


their own ; yet it-fhould-feem they were {till incorporated in 
- one fociety, under the:condué and prefidency of their father 
Jacob: And here we have, 
Firft, ‘The orders he gave them to go and buy corn in E- 
-gypt, ver. 1,°2. “Obferve, [1.] The famine was grievous in 
the land of Canaan. It is obfervable, that all the three patri- 
_archs, to whom Canaan was the land of promife, met with fa- 
mine in that land: Which was, not only to ¢ry their faith, 
‘whether they could truft God though he flay them, though he 
ftarve them ; but to, teach them to feek the better country, that 
is, the heavenly, Heb. xi. 5, 6. We have need of fomething 
to wean us from this world, and make us long for a better. 


[2.] Still when there was famine in Canaan, there was corn . 


in Egypt. Thus Providence orders it, that one place fhould 
be a fuccour and fupply to another; for we are all brethren. 
The Egyptians, the feed of accurfed Ham, have plenty, when 
God's blefied Ifrael want. Thus God, in difpenfing common 
» favours, often croffeth hands ; yet obferve, ‘The plenty Egypt 
now had was owing, under God, to Jofeph’s prudence and 
care. If his brethren had not fold him into Egypt, but refpec- 
ted him according to his merits, who knows but he might have 
done the fame thing for Jacob’s family whieh now he had 
done for Pharaoh, and the Egyptians might then have come 
~ to them to buy corn? But thofe who drive away from among 
them wife ard good men, know not what they do. [3.] Fa- 
cob faw that there was corn in Egypt ; he faw the corn that 
his neighbours had bought there and brought ‘home. It is a 
{pur to endeavott, to fee where fupplies are to be had, and to 
fee others fupplied: Shall others get food for their fouls, and 
fhall we ftarve while it is to be had? [4.] He reproved his 
fons for delaying to provide corn for their families: Why do 
ye look one upon another 2 Note, When we are in trouble and 
want, it is folly for us to ftand looking one upon another, that 
is, to ftand de/ponding, and defpairing, as if there were no 
hope, no help ; to ftand di/pwteng, either which fhall haye the 
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_are {pies. 


Sw 


~/ 


honour of going’ firft, or which fhalf have the Safety of coming 
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lat; to ftand deliberating and debating what we fhall do,. 


and doing nothing; to ftand dreaming under a fpirit of flum- 
ber, as if we had nothing to do; and to {tand delaying, as if 
we had time at command. Let it never be faid we left. that 
to be done to-morrow which we could as well have done éc- 
day. [5.] He quickened them to go to Egypt: Ge you 
down thither. Mafters of families muft not only pray for 
daily bread for their families, and food convenient; but muft 
lay out themfelves with care and induftry to provide it. 
Secondly, Their obedience to thefe orders, ver. 3. They. 


/ went down to buy corn: They did not fend. their fervants, 


but very prudently went themfelves, to lay out their own 
money. Let none think themfelves too gregt or too good to 
take pains. . Mafters of families fhould fee with their own 
eyes, and take heed of leaving too much to fervants. Only 
‘Benjamin went not with them, for he was his father’s darling. 
To Egypt they came, among others ; and, having a confider» 
able cargo of corn to buy, they were brought before Jofeph 
himfelf, who probably expected they would come ; and, ac- 
cording to the laws of honour, they bowed down them/elves 
before him, ver. 6, Now their empty fheaves did obei- 
fance to his full one. Compare this with Lfa. lx. 14. and Rey.. 
iii. Qe 


7 And Jofeph faw his brethren, and he knew 
them, but made himfelf ftrange unto them, and ~ 
fpake roughly unto them; and he faid unto 


them, Whence come ye? And they faid, From 
the land of Canaan to buy food: 8 And Jofeph 
knew his brethren, but they knew not him. 9g 
And Jofeph remembered the dreams which he 
dreamed. of them, and faid unto them, Ye are 
fpies, to fee the nakednefs of the land you are 
come. -10 And they faid unto him, Nay, my 
lord, but to buy food are thy fervants. come. 
11 We are all one man’s fons: we are true 
men, thy fervants are no fpies. 12 And he 
{aid unto them, Nay, but to fee the nakednefs. 
of the land you are come. 13 And they faid, 


Thy fervants are twelve brethren, the fons of 


one man in the land of Canaan; and behold, 
the youngeit zs this day with our father, and 
one 7s not. 14 And Jofeph faid unto them, 
That is iz that I fpake unto you, faying, Ye 
15 Hereby ye fhall be proved: by 
the life of Pharaoh ye fhall not go forth hence, 
except your youngeft brother come hither. “16 
Send one of you, and let him fetch your bro. 
ther, and ye fhall"be kept in prifon, that your 
words may be proved, whether there be any 
truth in you: or elfe by the life of Pharaoh 
furely ye arefpies. 17 And he put them all 
together into ward three days. 18 And Jofeph 


faid unto them the third day, This do, and. 


live: for I fear God. 19 If ye be true men, 
let one of your brethren be bound in the houfe 
of your prifon: go ye, carry corn for the fa- 
mine of your houfes. 20 But bring your 
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_youngeft brother unto mes; fo -fhall your words. 
be verified, and ye fhall not die. And they’ 
Giddos 3°. me ee) 
‘We may well wonder that Jofeph, during the twenty years 
he had now been in Egypt, efpecially during the laft feven 
years that he had been in power there, never fent to bis father 
to acquaint him with his circumftances ; nay, it is {trange that 


he who fo often went throughout all the land of Egypt, chap. . 


xli, 45, 46. never made a ftep to Canaan, to vifit his aged fa- 
ther, when he was in the borders of Egypt that lay next to 
Canaan; perhaps it would not have been above three or four 
days journey for him in his chariot. It is a probable conjec- 
ture, that his whole management of himfelf in this affair was 
by f{pecial dire@i@ittrom heaven, that the purpofe of God con- 
cerning Jaco ad? nis family might be accoroplifhed. When 
perm bretfiven came, he new them by many a good token ; 
‘pit they Av®th' aot him, little thinking to find him there, ver. 
“He remembered the dreams, ver. 9.5 but they had forgot 
‘them. The laying up of God’s oracles in our hearts will be 
of excellent ufe to us in all our condu&. Jofeph had an eye 
to his dreams, which he knew to be divine, in his carriage to- 
wards his brethren; and aimed at the accomplifhment of them, - 
and the bringing of his brethren to repentance for their former 
fins: And both thofe points were gained. 

Firf, He fhewed himfelf very rigorous and harfh with them: 
The very manner of his {peaking, confidering the poft he was 
in, was enough to frighten them; for he /pake roughly to them, 
ver. 7. 

‘ ranks vet. g.3 treated them.as dangerous perfons, Ye are /pies; 
-protefting by the hfe of Pharaoh that they were fo, ver. 16. 
Some make that an oath; others make it no more but a vehe- 
ment afleveration, like that, 4s thy foul hveth: However, it 
was more than yea, yea, and nay, nay ; and therefore came 
of ewt/. Note, Bad words are foon learned by converfe with 
thofe that ufe them, but not fo foon unlearned: Jofeph, by 
being much at court, got the courtiers oath, By the Ufe of 
Pharach ; perhaps defigning hereby to confirm his brethren in 
their belief that he was an Egyptian, and not an Ifraclite : 
"They knew this was not the language of a fon of Abraham: 
When Peter would prove himfelf no difciple of Chrift, he 
curfed and fwore. Now, why was Jofeph thus hard upon 
his brethren? We may be fure it was not’from a fpirit of re- 
venge, that he might trample upon them now who had former- 
ly trampled wpon him; he was not a man of that temper. 
But, (1.) It was to enrich his own dreams, and complete the 
accomplifhment of them. (2.) It was to bring them to re- 
pentance. (3.) It was to get out of them an account of the 
{tate of their family, which he longed to know: They would 
have difcovered him if he had afked as a friend, therefore he 
afks as a judge. Not feeing his brother Benjamin with them, 
perhaps he began to fufpeét that they had made him away too; 
and therefore gives them occafion to fpeak of their father and 
brother. Note, God, in his providence, fometimes feems 
harfh with thofe he loves, and /peaks rough/y to thofe whom 
et he has great mercy in {tore for. 

Secondly, They hereupon were very fubmiflive. They {poke 
to him with all the refpect imaginable ; Nay, my durd, ver. 

- 10.2 A great change fince they faid, Behold, this dreamer 
comes. ‘They very modeftly deny the charge: We are no 

,_fpies. They tell him their bufinefs : They came to buy food; 
a juftifiable errand, and the fame that many ftrangers came to 
Egypt upon at this time: ‘They undertake to give a particular 
account of themfelves and their family, ver. 13.: and that was 
ithe wanted... = 

Thirdly, He clapped them all up in prifon for three days, 

Vou. 1 ‘ 


_and fetch Benjamin. 


He charged them with ill defigns againft the govern- - 


~ 


~ ver. 17.. Thus God deals with the fouls he defigns for fpeei- 


al comfort and honour: He firft bumbles them, and terrifies 
them, and brings them under a fpirit of bondage; and:then 
binds up their wounds by the fpirit of adoption. : 

Fourthly, He concluded. with them, at laft, that one of 
them fhould be Jeft as a hoftage, and the reft fhould go home 
It was a very encouraging word he faid 
to them, ver. 18. J fear God: g. d. “ You may affure your- 
felves I will do you no wrong: I dare not; for. I know, that 
as high as I am, there is One higher. than I.’ Note, With 
thofe that fear. God we have reafon to expect fair dealing: the 
fear of God will be a check upon thofe that are in power, to 
ré{train them from abufing their power to oppreflion and tyran- 
ny: Thofe that have no one elfe to ftand in awe of, ought to 
ftand in awe of their own confciences, See Neh. vy. 15. So 
did not I, becasfe of the fear of God. 


21 7 And they faid one to another, We are 
verily guilty concerning our brother, in that 
we faw the anguifh of his foul, when he be- 
fought us; and we would not hear: therefore 
is this diftrefs come upon us. 22 And Reuben 
anfwered them, faying, Spake I not unto you, 
faying, Do not fin againft the child; and ye 
would not hear? therefore behold alfo, his 
blood is required. 23 And they knew not that 
Jofeph underftood them; for he fpake unto 
them by an interpreter. 24 And he turned 
himfelf about from them, and wept; and re- 
turned to them again, and communed with 
them, and took from them Simeon, and bound. * 
him before their eyes. 25 4 Then Jofeph com-: 
manded to fill their facks with corn, and to re- 
{tore every man’s money into his fack, and to 
give them provifion for the way: and thus did 
he unto them. 26 And they laded their affes _ 
with the corn, and departed thence. 27 And 
as one of them opened his fack to give his afs 
provender in the inn, he efpied his money: 
for behold i¢ was in his fack’s mouth. 28 And 
he faid unto his brethren, My money is refto- 
red ; and lo, zt 7s even in my fack: and their 
heart failed them, and they were afraid, faying 
one to another, What 7s this that God hath done 
unto us? . 

Here is, Firff, The penitent reflection Jofeph’s brethren 
made upon the wrong they had formerly done to him, ver. 
21. They talked the matter over in the Hebrew tongue; not 
fufpecting that Jofeph, whom they took for a native of Egypt, 
sees them, much lefs that he was the perfon they {poke 
Or. 

[1.] They remembered with regret the barbarous cruelty 
wherewith they perfecuted him: We .are verily guilty con- 
cerning our brother. We do not tread that they. faid: this” 
during their three days-imprifonment ; but now when the mat- 
ter was come to fome iffue, and they faw themfelves {till em- 
barraffed, now they began to relent. Perhaps Jofeph’s men- 
tion of the fear of God (ver. 18.) put them upon confidera- 
tion, and extorted this reflection. Now fee here, (1.) The 
office of confcience: It is a remembrancer to bring to mind 
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things long fince faid and done, to /hew ws avberein we have 
erred, though it were long agos as this reflection here was a- 
bove twenty: years after the fin was committed. As time will 
not wear out the guilt of fin, fo it will not blot out the records 
of confcience : When the guilt of this fin of Jofeph’s brethren 
was frefh, they made light of it, and /at down to eat bread ; 
but now, long after, their confciences minded them of it. (2.): 
The enefit of afflidions : "Thofe often prove. a happy and ef- 
feStual means of awakening confcience, and bringing fin to our 
remembrance, Job xiii. 26. (3.) The evil of gui/t concern- 
ing our brethren. OF all their fins, that was it that confci- 
ence now reproached them. for. Whenever we think we have 
wrong done us, we ought to remember the wrong we have 
done to others, Eccl. vit. 21, 22. 

[2.] Reuben only remembered with comfort that he had 
been an advocate for his brother, and had done what he could 
to prevent the mifchief they did him, ver. 22. Spake I not 
unio you, faying, Do not fin againft the child? Note, 1. Itis 


an aggravation of the fin, that it was committed again{t admo- ~ 


nitions. 2. When we come to fhare with others in their ca- 
Jamities, it will be a comfort to us if we have the teftimony 
of our confciences for us, that we did not fhare with them in 
their iniquities, but in our places witneffed again{t them. 
This fhall be our rejoteing in the day of evil, and take out th 
fling. ; 

Secondly, Jofeph’s tendernefs towards them upon this occa- 
fion. He retired from them ‘o weep, ver. 24,. ‘Though his 
reafon direéted that he fhould ftill carry himfelf as a ftranger 
to them, becaufe they were not as yet humbled enough; yet 
natural affeGtion could not but work, for he was a man of a 
tehder fpirit. ‘This reprefents the tender mercies of our God. 
towards repenting finners, See Jer. xxxi. 20., Since I /pake 
againft him, 1 do earnefily remember bim full. See Judg. 
x. 16. 

Thirdly, Fhe imprifonment of Simeon, ver. 24. He 
chofe him for the hoftage ; probably becaufe he remembered 
him to have been his moit bitter enemy, or becaufe he obfer- 
ved him now to be leaft humbled. and. concerned: He bound 
him before their eyes, to afte them all; or, perhaps, it is 
intimated, that though he bound him with fome feverity before 
ibem, yet afterwards, when they were gone, he took off his 
bonds. 

Fourth/y, The difmiffion of the reft of them. They came 
for corn, and corn they had; and not, only fo, but every man 
had bis money reftored 72 his /ack’s mouth. Thus Chritt, 
our Fofeph, gives out fupplies without money and without 
price: therefore ihe poor are invited to buy, Rev. iit. 17, 18. 
This put them_into- a. mighty confternation, ver. 28. “Therr 
heart failed them, and they were afraid, faying one to ano-. 
ther, What 7s this that God has done to us 2 

[1.] It was really a merciful event; I hope they had ‘no 
wrong done them when they had their. money given. them 
back, but a kindnefs; yet. they were thus terrified by. it. 
Note, 1. Guilty confciences are apt to.take good: providences 
in a bad fenfe, and to put wrong conftruétions even upon thofe. 
things that make for them: they flee when none purfues. 
2. Wealth fometimes brings as much’ care along with. it as 


want doth, and more too.. If they, had been robbed of their, 


moncy, they could not have been worfe frighted than they 
were now when they found their money in their facks. Thus 
he whofe ground brought forth plentifully, faid, What /ball I 
do? Luke xi. 17. 

[2.] Yet in their circumftances it was very amazing. They 
Knew that the Egyptians abhorred an Hebrew, chap. xliii. 
32:: And-therefore, fince they could not expeé to receive 
any kindnefs from them, they concluded that this. was. done 
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| them. 
_ are farprifing, it is good to inquire what it is that God has 


Chap. XLIL. 


with a defign to pick a quarrel with them ; the rather bevanien 


| the man the lord of the land had charged them as, 'fpies. 
| Their own confciences were alfo awake, and their fins fet in 
' order before them; and this puts them into confufion. Note, 


(1.) When men’s fpirits are finking, every thing helps to fink 
(2.) When the events of ‘Providence concerning us 


done, and is doing, with us, and to confider the operation of 


| bis bands. 


29 & And they came unto Jacob their fa- 
ther, unto the land of Canaan, and told him 
all that befel unto them, faying, 30 The man. 
who is the lord of the land, fpake roughly to. 


us, and took us for {pies of the country. 31° 
And we faid unto him, We are true men; we — 


are nofpies. 32 We be twelve brethren, fons. 
of our father: one 7s not, and the youngeft ir 
this day with our father in the land of Canaan. 
33 And the man the lord of the country, faid: 
unto us, Hereby fhall I know that ye are true 
men; leave one of your brethren here with me, 
and take food for the famine of your houfeholds,. 
and be gone. 34 And bring your youngeft. 
brother unto me: then fhall 1 know that you. 
are no {pies, but that you.are true men: /o.will 
I deliver you your brother, and ye fhall. traf- 
fick in the land. 35 {| And it came to pafs as 
they emptied their facks, that behold, every 
man’s bundle of money was in: his fack: and: 
when doth they and their father faw the bun- 
dles of money, they were afraid: 36. And Ja- 
cob their father faid unto them, Me have ye be- 
reaved of my children: Jofeph 7s not, and Si. 
meon.is not, and ye will take Benjamin away- 
all thefe things are againftme. 37 And Reu- 
ben {pake unto his father, faying, Slay my two 
fons, if I bring him not to thee: deliver him 
into my hand, and I will bring him to thee a-. 
gain. 38.And he faid, My fon hall not go 
down with you: for his brother is dead, and 
he is left alone ; if mifchief befal him by the 


way in the which ye go, then fhall ye bring 
down my grey hairs with forrow to the grave. ° 


Here is, Firf,. The report which Jacob's fons made to. 
their father of the great diftrefs they had been in in Egypt: how:. 
they had been fufpeéted and threatened, and obliged to leave 
Simeon a prifoner there, till they fhould bring Benjamin with: 
them thither. Who would have thought of this when they 
left home? When we go abroad, we fhould confider haw many 
fad accidents, that we little think of, may befal us before we - 


return home: We know not what a day may bring forth ; ~ 


we ought therefore to be always ready for the wor/?. - 
Secondly, ‘The deep impreflion this made upon the good 
man. The very bundies of money, which Jofeph returned, 
in kindnefs to his father, frrghted him, ver. 35.: For hecon-. 
cluded it was done with fome mifchievous defign, or perhaps. 
fuspeéted his own fous to-have done fome ill thing, and fo to. 
haye run themfelves into a premunire; which is intimated, in 
what. 
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they had provoked the Egyptians, and perhaps forcibly or 
fraudently brought home their money. Jacob is here much 
out of temper. [1.] He has very melancholy apprehenfions 
concerning the prefent {tate of his family : “ Fo/eph ts not, and 
Simeon ws not ;? whereas Jofeph was in honour, and Simeon 
in the way to it. Note, We often perplex ourfelves with our 
own miftakes, even in matters of fact, True griefs may arife 
from falfe intelligence and fuppofitions, 2 Sam. xiii. 31. Ja- 
cob gives up Jofeph for gone, and Simeon and Benjamin in 
danger ; and concludes, 4// the/e things are againft me. Kt 
proved otherwife, that all thefe things were fur Aim; were 
working together for his good, and the good of his family; 
yet here he thinks them all againft him. Note, ‘i hrovgh our 
ignorance and miftake, and the weaknefs of our faith, we of- 


ten apprehend that to-be agazn/? us which is really for us. 


We are afflicted in body, eftate, name, relations ; and we think 
all thefe things are again/? us, whereas thefe are really work- 
ing for us the wezght of glory. [2.] He is at prefent refol- 
ved that Benjamin fhall not go down. Reuben will undertake 
to bring him back in fafety, ver. 37.; not fo much as putting 
in, Lf the Lord wil/; not excepting the common difafters of 
travellers: But he foolifhly bids Jacob flay his two fons, 
(which, it is like, he was very proud of,) if he brought him 
not back ; as if the death of two.grandfons could fatisfy Jacob 
for the death of a fon. No}; Jacob’s prefent thoughts are, 
My fon forall not go down with you. He plainly intimates 
a diftruft of them, remembering that he never faw Jofeph 
fince he had been with them: Therefore Benjamin hall not 
go with you, by the way in which ye go; for ye /hall bring 
down my grey hairs. Note, It is bad with a family when 
children carry themfelves fo ill that their parents know not 
how to truft them. 


CHAP. XLII. 


Here the flory of Fofepb’s brethren ts carried on, and very 


particularly related. 1. Their melancholy parting with 
their father Facob in Canaan, ver. 1,—14. II. Their 

 pleafant meeting with Fofeph in Egypt, ver. 15. to the 
end; for in this chapter, nothing occurs there but what 
was agreeable and pleafant enough. 


*® ND the famine was fore in the land. 2 And 


it came to pafs when they had eaten up | 


the corn which they had brought out of Egypt, 
their father faid unto them, Go again, buy us 
alittle food. 3 And Judah fpake unto him, 
faying, The man did folemnly proteft unto us, 
faying, Ye fhall not fee my face, except your 
brother be with you. 4 1f thou wilt fend our 
brother with us, we will go down and buy thee 
food. »« But if thou wilt not fend sim, we will 


not go down: for the man faid unto us, Ye 
fhall not fee my face, except your brother be 


with you. 6 And Ifrael faid, Wherefore dealt 


ye fo ull with me, as to tell the man whether ye. 
had yet a brother? 7 And they faid, The man — 


afked us ftraitly of our ftate, and of our kindred, 


faying, Js your father yet alive? have ye ano- 


ther brother? and we told him according to 


the tenor of thefe words. Could we certamly 


% 
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what he faith, ver. 36. Me have ye bereaved. He fees 46 
lay the fault upon them: Knowing their charaters, he feared 
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| know that-he. would fay, Bring your brother 


down? 8 And Judah faid unto Hrael his father, 
Send the lad with me, and we will arife and go; 
that we may live and not die, both we, and 
thou, and alfoour little ones. g I will be fure- 
ty for him; of my hand fhalt thou require him: 
If I bring him not unto thee, and fet him be- 
fore thee, then let me bear the blamé for ever. 
10 For except we had lingered, furely now we 
had returned this fecond time. 

Here, Fizf?, Jacob urges his fons to go bey‘more corn in 
Egypt, ver. 1, 2. The famine continued; the corn they had 
bought was all fpent, for it is meat that perifbeth. Jacob, as 
a good matter of a ‘family, is in care to provide for thofe of his 


. own houfe food convenient; and fhall not God provide for 


his children, for the houfehold of faith? Jacob bids them go 
buy a little food: Now in a time of {carcity, a little muft fuf- 
fice ; for nature 1s content with a little. 

Secondly, Judah urges him to confent that Benjamin fhould | 
go down with them, how much foever it was againit the grain 
with him. Note, It is not at all inceafiftent with the honour 
and duty which children owe their parents, humbly and mo- 
deftly to advife them, and, as occafion is, to reafon with them: 
Plead with your mother, plead, Hof. ii. 2. (1.) He infifts 
upon the abfolute neceflity they were under of bringing Benja- 
min with them; which he, who was a witnefs to all that had 
paffed in Egypt, was a more competent judge of than facob 
could be. Jofeph’s proteftation, ver. 3. may. be alluded to, 
to fhew upon what terms we mult draw nigh to God; unlefs 
we bring Chrift along with us in the arms of our faith, we 
cannot fee the face of God with comfort. (2.) He engages 
to take all poffible care of him, and to dg his utmoft for his- 
fafety, ver. 8, 9. Judah’s\ confcience had lately {mitten him 
for what he had done a great while ago againit Jofeph, chap. 
xhi. 21.3; and, as an evidence of the truth of his repentance, 
he is ready to undertake, as far asa man could do it, for Benja- 
min’s fecurity. He will not only not wrong him, but will do all 
he can to protect him. This is reftitution as the cafe will ad- 
mit; when he knew not how. he ‘could retrieve Jofeph, he 
would make fome amends for the irreparable injury he had done 
him, by doubling his care concerning Benjamin. 


1z And their father Ifrael faid unto them, If 
it muft be fo now, do this; take of the bef fruits 
in the land in your vefiels, and carry down the 
man a prefent, a little balm, and a little honey, 
fpices, and myrrh, nuts, and almonds. ‘12 And 
take double money in your hand: ‘and the 
money that was brought again in the mouth of 
your facks, carry it again in your hand ; perad- 
venture it was an overfight. 13 Take alto 
your brother, and arife, go again unto the man. 
14 And God Almighty give you mercy before 
the man, that he may fend away your other 
brother, and Benjamin ; if I be bereaved of my 
children, 1 am bereaved. 


Obferve here, Fir/, Jacob’s perfuadablenefs. He would be 
ruled by reafon, though they were his mferiors that urged it. 
He faw the neceflity of the cafe; and fince there was no res 
medy, he confented to yield to the neceflity, yer. 11. Jf it 
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muft be fo now, take your broiker, ** If no corn can be had 
but upon thofe terms, as good expofe him: tothe’ perils. of the 
journey, as fuffer ourfelyes and families, and Benjamin among 
the reft, to perith for want of bread.” Skip for fkir, and all 
that aman has, even a Benjamin, the deareft of all, w7// he 
elve for his life. No death fo. dreadful as that by famine, 
Lam. iv. 9. Jacob had faid, (chap. xlii. 38.) My /on /hall 
not go. dow; but now he is over-perfuaded to confent. Note, 
It is no fault, but oar wifdom and duty, to alter our, purpofes 
and refolutions, when there is a good reafon for our fo doing : 
Conftancy is a virtue, but obftinacy is not. It is God’s pre- 
rogative not to repent,.and to make uxchangeable refolves. © 
Secondly, Jacob’s prudence and juftice; which appeared in 
three things: (1.) He fent back the money that they had 
found zn the fack’s mouth; with this difcreet conftruction of it, 
Peradventure it was an overfight. Note, Honelty obliges us 
to make reftitution, not only of that which comes to us by our 
own fault, but of that which comes to us by others miltakes. 
Though we get it by overfight, if we keep it when the over- 
fight is difcovered, it is kept by deceit. In the flating of ac- 
counts, errors mult be excepted, even thofe that make for us 
as weil as thofe that make again/? us, Jacob’s words furnith 
us with a favourable conftruction to put upon that which we 
are tempted to refent a8 an injury and affront; pafs it by, and 
fay, Peradventure it was an overfight. (2.) He fent double 
money, as much again as they took the time before ; upon fup- 
pofition that the price of corn might be rifens; or that, if it 
{hould be infifted upon, they might pay a ranfom for Simeon, 
or his prifon-fees; or to fhew a generous fpirit, that they 
might be the more likely to find generous treatment with the 
man the lord of the land. (3.) He fent a prefent ‘of fuch 
things as the land afforded, and were fcarce in Egypt, ba/m 
and honey, &c. ver. 14.3 the commodities that Canaan ex- 
ported, Gen. xxxvii. 25. Note, 1. Providence difpenfeth its 
gifts varioufly: Some countries produce one commodity, others 
another, that commerce may be preferved. 2. Honey and 
Jfpice will never make up the want of bread and corn. The fa- 
mine was fore in Canaan; and yet they had ba/m and myrrh, 
&c. We may live well enough upon plain food, without dain- 
ties ; but we cannot live upon dainties, without plain food. 
Let us thank God, that that which is moft needful and ufeful 
is generally moft cheap and common. 3. 4 gzft in Secret pa- 
cifies wrath, Prov. xxi. 14. Jacob’s fons were unjuftly ac- 
cufed as /pies; yet Jacob is willing to be at the expence of a 
prefent to pacify the accufer. Sometimes we-muft not think 
much to uy peace, even there where we may jultly demand it 
aud infiff upon zt as our right. 

-Thrdly, Jacob's piety appearing in his prayer, ver. 14. 
God Alimighty.give you mercy before the man! Jacob had 
formerly turned an angry brother into a kind one with a prefent 
and a prayer; and here he betakes himfelf to the fame tried 
method, and it fped well. Note, Vhofe that would fitd mer- 
cy with men, muft feek it of God, who has all hearts in his 
hands, and turns them as he pleafeth. 

Fourthly, Jacob’s patience: He concludes all with this, 
[f I be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved; if I mutt 
part with them thus one after another, I mutt acquiefce, and 
fay, The will of the Lord be done, Note, It is our wifdom to 
reconcile ourfelves to the foreft afflictions, and make the beft 
of them; for there is nothing got by ftriving with our Maker, 
2 Sam: xv. 25, 26. 


15 4 And the men took that prefent, and 
they took double money in their hand, and 
Benjamin; and rofe up, and went down to E; 
gypt, and ftood before Jofeph. 16 And when 


Chap. XLII. 


Jofeph faw Benjamin with them, he faid to the 
ruler of his houle, Bring theje men! home, and 


flay, and make ready: for tbe/e men fhall 


dine with me at noon. 17 And the man did 
as Jofeph bade: and the man brought the men. 


into ‘Jofeph’s houfe. 18 And the men were 


afraid, becaufe they were brought into Jofeph’s 
howfe, and they faid, Becaufe ef the money 
that was returned:in our facks at the firft time, 
are we brought in; that he may feek occafion a~ 
gainft us, and fall upon us, and take us for: 
bond-men, and our afles. : 
near to the fteward of Jofeph’s houfe, and they 


communed with him at the door of the houfe.. 


20 And faid, O fir, we came indeed down at 
the firft time to buy food. 21 And it came to 
pafs when we came to the inn, that we opened 
our facks, and behold, every man’s money was 
in the mouth of his fack, our money in full 
weight: and we have brought it again in our 
hand. 22 And other money have we brought 
down in our hands to buy food: we. cannot 
tell who put our money in our facks. 23 And 
he faid, Peace be to you, fear not: your God, 
and the God of your father hath given you 
treafure in your facks: I had your money. 
And he brought Simeon out unto them. 24. 
And the man brought the men into Jofeph’s 
houfe, and gave’ them water, and they wafhed 
their feet, and he gave their afies provender. 
25 And they made ready the prefent againft 
Jofeph came at noon: for they heard that they. 
fhould eat bread there. 


Jacob’s fons having got leave to take Benjamin with them, 


were obfervant of the orders their father had given them, and - 


went down the fecond time into. Egypt to buy corn. If we 
fhould ever know what a famine of the word means, let us. 
not think much to travel as far for fpiritual food as they did 
here for corporal food. Now here we have an account of 
what paffed between them and Jofeph’s fteward, who fome con- 
jeture was in the fecret, and knew them to be Jofeph’s breth- 
ren, and helped to humour the thing; I rather think not, be- 
caufe no man muft be prefent when Jofeph afterwards made 
bimfelf known to them, chap. xlv. 1. 
Firft, Jofeph’s fteward has orders from his mafter (who 
was bufy felling corn and receiving money) to take them to. 
his houfe, and make ready for their entertainment. — Though 


Jofeph faw Benjamin there, he would not leave his work at 


working time, nor truft another with it. Note, Bufinefs matt 
take place of civility in its feafon. Our needful employments 
muft not be negleéted, no, not to pay refpeét to our friends. 
Secondly, Even this. frighted them, ver. 18. They were 
afraid, becaufe they were brought into Jofeph’s houfe. The 
juft challenges of their own confciences, and. Jofeph’s violent 
fufpicions of them, forbid them to expeét any favour; and 
fuggefted to them, that this was done with an ill defign upon 
them. Note, Thofe that are gui/ry and tzmorous, are apt to. 
make the worft of every thing. Now they thought they fhould. 


tg And they came~ 


tr 


' and ferioufnefs. 
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~ be reckoned with about the money in the /ack’s mouth, and 
fhould be, charged as. cheats,,and men not fit to be dealt with, 
who had taken advantage of the hurry of the market to carry 
‘off their cofn unpaid for. They therefore Jay the cafe before 
the fteward, thar he'being apprifed of it might ftand between 
them and danger: And they had proof fufficient of their ho- 
nelty, that before they were charged with it, they produced it, 
Note, Integrity and. wprightnefs will preferve us, and will clear 
itfelf as the light of the morning. 
- Thirdly, The fteward encouraged them, ver. 23. Peace 
be to you, fear not. ‘Though he knew not what his mafter 
drove at, yet he was aware thefe were men he meant no ill to 
while he thus amufed them; and therefore he dire&ts them to 
look at the Divine Providence in the return of their money: 
Your God, and ihe God of your father, has given you treafure 
im your facks. Obferve, (1.) Hereby he fhews that he had 
no fufpicion at all of difhonefty in them: For what we get by 
deceit, we cannot fay, God gives ve us. (2.) Hereby he fi- 
fences their further inquiry about it: Afk not how it came 
thither; Providence brought it you, and let that fatisfy you. 
(3-.) It appears by what he faid, that by his good mafter’s in- 
{truétions he was brought to the knowledge of the true God, 
the God of the Hebrews. It may juftly be expected, that 
thofe who are fervants in religious families fhould take all fit 
occafions to fpeak of God and his providence with reverence 
(4.) He dire@s them to look up to God, 
and acknowledge his providence in the good bargain they had: 
We mult own ourfelves indebted to God, as our God and 
the God of our fathers, (a God in covenant with us and them, ) 
for all our fuccefles and advantages, andthe ‘kindnefles of our 
friends ; for every creature is that to us, and no more, that 
~ God makes it to be. ‘The fteward encouraged them, not only 
in words, but deeds; for he made very much of them till his 
~mafter came, ver. 24. 


26 {[ And when Jofeph came home, they 


brought him the prefent. which. was in their 
hand, into the houfe, and. bowed themfelves to 
him'‘to the earth. 27 And he afked them of 
their welfare, and faid, Js your father-well, the 
old man of whom ye-fpake? Js he yet alive? 
28 And they anfwered, Thy fervant our father 
is in good. health, he zs yet alive: and they 
bowed ‘down their heads, and made obeifance. 
29 And he lift up his eyes, and faw his brother 
Benjamin, his mother’s fon, and faid, Js this 


your younger. brother, of whom ye {pake unto — 


me? And he faid, God be gracious unto thee, 
my fon. 30 And Jofeph made hafte; for his 
bowels did yern upon his brother: and. he 
fought where to weep, and he entered into his 
_chamber, and wept there. 31 And he wafh- 
ed his face, and went out, and refrained him- 
felf, and faid, Set on bread. 32 And they fet 
on for him by himfelf, and for them by them- 
felves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat 
with hiriyby themfelves: becaufe the Egyp- 
tians might not eat bread with the Hebrews, 


for thats an abomination unto the Egyptians. | 


33 And they fat before him, the firft-born ac- 
«ording to his birth-right, and the youngeft 
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- are yetvalive. 


“him to feek the favour of the Ruler of rulers. 
|. fome tears for him, ver. 30. 


1o7 
according to his: youth: and the men marvel- 
led one: at another. 34 And he took and /fent 
meffes unto them from before him: but Ben- 
jamin’s mefs was five times fo much as any 
of theirs. And they diank, and were merry 
with him, ; 

Here is, Firft,The great refpe@ that Jofeph’s brethren paid 
to him. When they brought him the prefent, they doqwed 
themflues befare him, ver. 26.3 and again, when they gave 
him an account of their father’s health, they made obeifance, - 
and called: him, TAy /ervant our father, ver. 28. Thus were 
Jofeph’s dreams fulfilled more and more ;- and even the father, 
by the fons, owed before him, according to the dream, chap. 
Xxxviil. 10. Probably Jacob had dire@ted them, if they had 
occafion to fpeak of him to rhe gan the lord-of tbe. land, to: 
call him Ars /ervant. ; 

Secondly, The great kindnefs that Jofeph fhewed to 
them, while they. little thought it was a érother/y kindnefs. 
Here is, 

[1.] His kind inquiry concerning Jacob: Is he yet alive? 
A very fit queftion to be afked concerning any, efpecially con- 
cerning old people ; for we are dying daily: It is {trange we 
Jacob had faid many years before, f we// go to 
the grave to my fon; but be ws yet alive: We mult not dies 
when we will... Bare! 

[2.] The kind notice he took of Benjamin, his own bro-- 
ther. .1//, He put up a prayer for him, ver. 29. God be grae- 
cious unto thee, my fon. Jofeph’s favour, though he was. the 
lord of the land, would do him little good, unlefs God were 
gracious to him: Many feek the rulers fivour, but he dire&s 
2dly, He thed 
His natural affection to his bro- 

ther, his joy to fee him, his concern to fee him, and. the reft 
of them in diftrefs for bread, and. the remembrance of his own 
_griefs fince he laft faw him, wrought a very great commotion 
-in him, which perhaps was the more uneafy becaufe he endea- 
voured to ftifle and fupprefs it;.but he was forced to retire. 
into his clofet, there to give vent to his paflion by tears. Note, 


“C1.) Tears, of tendernefs and affection are no difparagement 


at all, even to great and wife men. (2.) Gracious weepers 


‘fhould not proclaim their tears. My foul /oull weep in fecret, , 


faith the prophet; Jer..xil. 17. Pever went out and wept 


- bitterly; See Mat. xxvi. 75. : 


[3.] His kind entertainment of them all. When his paf- 
fion of weeping was over, fo that he could refrain bim/elf, he 
fat down to dinner with them, treated them nobly, and yet 


-contrives every thing to amtfe them. 1/7, He ordered three 


tables to be {pread , one for his brethren, and another for the 
Iegyptians that dined with him, (for fo different were’ their cuf- 
toms, that they did not care to eat togetber;) another tor Aim=. 
Self, who durft not own himfelf a Hebrew, and yet would not 
fit with the Egyptians. See here an inftance, (1.) Of hofpi- 
talityand good houfe-keeping ; which is a very commendabl- 
thing, according as the ability is. . (2.) Of compliance with 
peoples humours, even whimfical ones, (as Bithop Patrick calls 
this of the Egyptians not eating with the Hebrews.) ‘Though 
Jofeph was the lord of the land, and orders were given that all 
people fhould obey him, yet he would not force the Egyptians 
to eat with the Hebrews again{t their mind, but let them en- 
joy their humours. Spirits truly generous hate to impofe. (3.} 
Of the early diftance between Jews and Gentiles; one table 
would not hotd them. 2¢/y, He placed his brethren accord- 
ing to their feniority, ver. 33. as if he could certainly divine. 
Some think they placed themfelves fo according to their cuf- 
tom ; but if fo, I fee not why fuch particular notice is taken of 
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it, efpecially as a thing they marvelled at. 3dly, He gave 
them a very plentiful entertainment ; /ent meffes to them from 
his own table, ver. 34. 


of provifions. In a day of famine, it is enough to be Sed ; but 
they here were fea/fed. Perhaps they had not had fuch a good 
dinner of many months. 
_ merry: Their cares and fears were now over, and they eat 
their bread with joy; concluding they were now upon good 
terms with the man the lord of the land. XY God accept our 
works, our prefent, we have reafon to be cheerful. Yet when 
ave fit, as they here did, to eat with a ruler, we fhould eon- 
jider what ts before us, and not indulge our appetite, or be 
deftrous of dainties, Prov. xxiii. 1,—3. Jofeph gave them 


to underftand that Benjamin was his favourite, for his mefs | 


was five tiMes as much as any of theirs 3 not as if he would 


have him eat fo much more than the reft, for then he mutt eat | 
more than would do him good; and it is no att of friendfhip, : 
but an injury.and unkindnefs rather, to prefs any either to eat | 
‘or drink to excefs ; but thus he would te(tify his particular re- 


{pe&t for him, that he might try whether his brethren would 
envy Benjamin his larger meffes, as formerly they had envied 
him his finer coat. 


have. 


CHAP. XLIV. 


Fofeph having entertained his brethren, difmiffed them: But i 


here we have them brought back in a greater fright than 


any they had been in yet. Obferve, (1.) What method he — 
zook, both to humble them further, and alfo to try their af-. 


Sections to bis brother Benjamin; by which he would be 


able to judge of the fincerity of their repentance for what 


they had done againft him, which he was defirous to be fa- 


tisfied of before he manifefed his reconciliation to them. © 


This he contrived to do, by bringing Benjaminnto difirefs, 
wer. I,—17. (2.) The gocd fuccefs of the experiment: 
He found them all heartily concerned, and Judah parti 


cularly, both for the fafety of Benjamin, and for the com- 


Sort of their aged father, ver. 18,—34. 


' m ND he commanded the fteward of his houfe, 

faying, Fill the mens facks with food, as 
much as they can carry, and put every man’s 
money in his fack’s mouth. 2 And put my 
cup, the filver cup, in the fack’s mouth of the 
youngeft, and his corn-money: and he did ac- 
cording to the word that Jofeph had {poken. 
3 As foon as the morning was light, the men 
were fent away, they and their afles. 4 And 
when they were gone out of the city, and not 
yet far off, Jofeph faid unto his fteward, Up, fol- 
low after the men ; and when thou doft over- 
take them, fay unto them, Wherefore have ye 
rewarded evil for good? § és not this 77 in which 
my lord drinketh? and whereby indeed he di- 
vineth? ye have done evil in fo doing. 64 And 


he overtook them, and he {pake unto them thefe . 


fame words. 7 And they faid unto him,Where- 
fore faith my lord thefe words? God forbid that 
thy fervants fhould do according to this thing. 
8 Behold, the money which we foundyin our 
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This was the more generous in him, | 
and the more obliging to them, becaufe of the prefent fearcity ~ 


It-is faid, They drank and were | 


And it muft be our rule, in fuch cafes, to | 
be content with what we have,and not to grieve at what others | 


Chap. XLIV. 
facks mouth, we brought again unto thee out 
of the land of Canaan: how then fhould we fteal 
out of thy lord’s houfe filver and gold? 9 With 
whom /oever of thy fervants it be found, doth 
let him die, and we alfo will be my lord’s bond- 
men. to And he faid, Now alfo /ez it be ace 
cording unto your words: he with whom it is 
found fhall be my fervant;-and ye fhall be 
blamelefs. 11 Then they fpeedily took down 
every man his fack to the ground, and opened 
every man his fack. 12 And he fearched, and 
began at the eldeft, and left at the youngeft: 
and the cup was found in Benjamin’s fack. 13 
Then they rent their clothes, and laded every 


man his afs, and returned to the city. 149 And 


Judah and his brethren came to Jofeph’s houfe, 
(for he was yet there) and they fell before him 
on the ground. 15 And Jofeph faid unto them, 
What deed is this that ye have done? wot ye 


mot, that fuch a man as I can certainly divme? 


i6 And Judah faid, What fhall we fay unto my 
lord? what fhall we fpeak? or how fhall we 
clear ourfelves? God hath found out the iniqui- 
ty of thy fervants: behold, we are my lord’s 


fervants, both we, and be alfo with whom the 


cup is found. 17 And he faid, God forbid that 
I fhould do fo: but the man in whofe hand the 
cup is found, he fhall be my fervant ; and as 
for you, get you up in peace unto your father. 


Here is, Fir/?, Jofeph heaps further kindneffes upon his 
brethren ; fills their facks, and returns their money, and fends 
them away merry enough. But, 

Secondly, He exercifed them with farther trials: Our God 
thus humbles thofe whom he loves and loads with benefits. 
Joleph ordered his fteward to puta fine filver cup which he 
had, (and which it is likely was ufed at his table when they 
dined with him,) into Benjamin’s fack’s mouth, that it might 
feem as if he had ftolen it fromthe table, and put it there him- 
felf, after his corn was delivered him. If Benjamin had ftolen 
it, it had been the bafeft piece of difhonefty and ingratitude that 
could be; and if jofeph, by ordering it to be put there, had 
defigned really to take advantage againft him, it had been in 
him the moft horrid cruelty and oppreffion: But it proved 
in the iffue, there was no harm done, nor any defigned on ei 
ther fide. Obferve, i 

[i.] How the pretended criminals were purfued and arreft- 


‘ed, on fufpicion of having ftolen a filver cup. The fteward 
‘charged them with ingratitude, rewarding evil for good; 


with folly, in taking away acup of daily ufe, and which there- 
fore would foon be miffed, and diligent Jearch made for it; for 
fo it may be read, ver. 5. Is not that it in which my lord 
drinketh, (as having a particular fondnefs for it,) and for 
which he would Jfearch thoroughly? or, by which, leaving it 
carelefsly at your table, he would make trial whetlier you were 
honeft men or no. . 


[2.] How they pleaded for themfelves. They folemnly — 


protefted their innocency, and deteftation of fo ill a thing, ver. 
7+5 urged it as an inftance of their honefty, that they had 
- _ brought 


- 
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brought the money back, ver. 8.3 proffered to fubmit to the & |; lad cannot leave his father: for if he fhould 


verelt punifhmest if they fhould be found guilty, ver..9, 10. 


»\ [[3.] How the! theft was faftened-upon’ Benjamin? In. his 


fack the cup was found, to whom Jofeph had been particularly 
kind. Benjamin, no.doubt, was ready. to deny upon oath the 
taking of the cup; and we .may fappofe him as little liable to 
fufpicion as any of them: But it is in vain to confront fuch 
notorious evidence; the cup is foundin his cultody: ‘They 
dare not arraign Jofeph’s juftice, nor fo much as fuggeft,. that 
perhaps he that had put their money in their facks mouth had 
put the cup there; but they throw themfelves upon Jofeph’s 
mercy. - And, sats) 

[4-] Here is their humble fubmiffion, ver. 16. (1.) They 
acknowledged the righteoufnefs of God. God hath found out 
the iniquity of thy fervants ; perhaps referring to the injury 
they had formerly done to Jofeph, for which they thought God 
was now reckoning with them. Note, Evenin thofe afftic- 
tions wherein we apprehend ourfelves wronged by men, yet we 
muft own that God is righteous, and finds out our iniquity. 
(2.) "They furrender themfelves prifoners to Jofeph: We are 
my lord’s fervants. Now Jofeph’s dreams were aoe 
ed to the utmoft: ‘Their bowing fo often, and doing obeifance, 
might be looked upon but as compliment, and no more but 
what. other ftrangers did; but the conftrudtion they themfelves, 
in their pride, had put upon his dreams, was, S4a/t thou have 
dominion over us? chap. xxxvii. 8.; and in that fenfeit is 
now at length fulfilled, they own themfelves his. vaffals : Since 
they did invidioufly fo underftand it, fo it fhall be fulfilled in 
them. 

Jofeph with an air of jultice gives fentence, that Benjamin 
only fhould be kept in bondage, and the reft {hould be difmif- 
fed ; for why fhould any fuffer but the guilty 2? Perhaps Jofeph 
intended hereby to try Benjamin’s temper, whether he could 
bear fuch a hardfhip as this with the calmnefs and compofed- 
nefs of mind that became a wife and good man; in fhort, whe- 
ther he were indeed his own brother in fpirit as well as blood; 
for Jofeph himfelf had been falfely accufed, and. fuffered hard 
things by it, and yet kept poffeffion of his own foul: However, 
it is plain, he intended hereby to try the affection of his bre- 
thren to him, and to their father. If they had gone away con- 
tentedly, and left Benjamin in bonds, no doubt but Jofeph 
would foon have preferred him, and fent notice to Jacob, and 
would have left the reft of his brethren juftly to fuffer for their 


 hard-heartednefs ; but they proved to be better affected to Ben- 


jamin than. he feared. Note, We cannot judge what men are, 
by what they have been formerly; nor what they will do, by 
what they have done: Age and experience may make men 
wifer and better. They that had fold Jofeph, yet would not 
now abandon Benjamin: The worft may mend in time. 


18 {| Then Judah came near unto him, and 
faid, Oh my-lord, let thy fervant, I pray thee, 


fpeak a word in my lord’s ears, and let not. 


thine anger burn againft thy fervant: for thou 
art even as Pharaoh. 19 My lord afked. his 
fervants, faying, Have ye a father, or a brother? 


_ 20,And we faid unto my lord, We have a fa- 


ther, an old man, and a child of his old age, a 
little one: and his brother is dead, and he a- 
lone is left of his mother, and his father loveth 
bim. 21 And thou faidft unto.thy fervants, Bring 


him down unto me, that I may fet mine eyes”. 


upon him.. 22 And we faid unto my lord, The 


| leave his father, dis father would die. 23 And 
| thou faidf{ unto. thy fervants, Except your 
' youngeft brother come down with you, you 
| fhall fee my face no more. 24 And. it came to. 
, pais, when we came up unto thy fervant my 
‘father, we told him the words of my lord. 25 
| And our father faid, Go again, and buy us a, 
i little food. 26 And we faid, We cannot go— 
, down: if our youngeft brother be with us, then. 
| will we go down; for we may not fee the man’s 
face, except our youngeft brother é¢ with us. 
24 And thy fervant my father faid unto us, Ye 
know that my wife bare me two fons.. 28 And 
the one went out from me, and I faid, Surely 
he is torn in pieces; and I faw him not fince. 
29 And if ye take this alfo from me, and mif- 
chief befal him, ye fhall bring down my grey 
hairs with forrow to the grave. 30: Now there- 
fore when I come to thy fervant my father, and 
the lad be not with us; (feeing that his life is 
bound up in the lad’s life) 32 It fhall come to 
pafs, when he feeth that the lad zs not. with us, 
that he will die: and thy fervants: fhall bring 
down the grey hairs of thy fervant our father 
with forrow to the grave. 32 For thy fervant 
became furety for the lad unto my father, fay- 
ing, If L bring him not unto thee, then:L fhall 
-bear the blame to my father for ever. 33 Now 
therefore, I pray thee, let’ thy fervant abide in- 
ftead of the lad, a bond-man to my lord; and 
let the lad go up with his brethren. 34 For how 
fhall I go up: to my father, andthe Jad de not 
with me? left peradventure I fee the evil that 
fhall come on my father. 

We have here a moft ingenious and_pathetical fpeech which 
Judah made-to Jofeph on Benjamin’s behalf, to obtain his dif 
charge from the fentence paffed upon him. [Either Judah was 
a better friend to Benjamin than the reft were, and more fo- 
licitous to bring hiny off; or, he thought himfelf under greater 
obligations to endeavour it than the re{t, becaufe he had paffed 
his word to his father for his fafe return; or, the relt chofe 
him for their fpokefman, becaufe he was.a man of better fenfe 
and better fpirit, and had a greater command of language than 
any of them. His addrefs, as it is here recorded, is fo very 
natural, and fo expreflive of his prefent paffion, that we cannot - 
but fuppofe Mofes, who wrote it fo long after, to ‘have written 
it under the fpecial direétion of him that made man’s mouth. 


A great deal of unaffected art, and unftudied unforced rhetoric, 
there is in this fpeech. 


[1.] He-addrefled himfelf to Jofeph with a great deal of 
refpect and deference, calls him his lord, himfelf and his bre- 


* thren his /ervants; begs his patient hearing; and paffeth a. 


mighty compliment upon him, Thou art even as Pharaoh; 
_ whofe favour we defire, and whofe wrath we dread, as we do 
Pharaoh’s. Religion doth not deftroy good manners, and it 
_is prudent to {peak thofe fair at whofe mercy we lie; Titlesiof 
honour to thofe-that are entitled to them are not flattering titles. 
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[2.] He. reprefented Benjamin as one well worthy of his 


compaffionate confideration, ver. 20. He was a “itt/e one, 


compared with the reft of them; the youngeft ; not acquaint- 
ed with the world, nor ever enured to hardfhip, having been 
always brought up tenderly with his father. It made the cafe 
the more piteous, that he alone was lef of his mother, and his 
brother was dead, viz. Jofeph ; little did Judah think what a 
tender point he touched upon now. Judah knew that Jofeph 
was fold, and therefore had reafon enough to think that he 
was not alive; however, he could not be fure that he was 
dead, but they had made their father believe he was dead ; 
and now they had told that lie fo long, that they had forgot 
the truth, and began to believe it themfelvcs. 

[3.] He urged it very clofely, that Jofeph had himfelf con- 

{trained them to bring Benjamin with them ;- had exprefled a 
defire to fee him, ver. 21.3 had forbidden them his prefence, 
~ unlefs they brought Benjamin with them, ver. 23, 26.: All 
which intimated, that he defigned him fome kindnefs, and mutt 
he be brought with fo much difficulty to the preferment of a 
perpetual flavery ? Was he not brought to Egypt in obedience, 
purely in obedience, to the command of Jofeph; and would 
not he fhew him fome mercy? Some obferve, that Jacob’s 
fons, in reafoning with their father, had faid, We will not go 
down unlefs Benjamin go with us, chap. xlii. 5.; but when 
Judah comes here to relate the ftory, he expreffeth it more de- 
cently, We cannot go down with any expectation to {peed well. 
Indecent words, fpoken in hafte to our fuperiors, fhould be re- 
called and amended. ; 

[4.] The great argument he infifts upon was the infupport- 
able grief it would be to his aged father, if Benjamin fhould 
be left behind in fervitude. His father loveth him,-ver. 20. 
"Thus they had pleaded againft Jofeph’s infifting on his coming 
down, ver.22. If be fhould leave his father his father would 
die ; much more if now he be left behind never more to re- 
turn to him. This the old man, of whom they fpake, had 
pleaded again{t his going down, ver. 29, [fmifchicf befal him, 
ye hall bring down my gray bazrs, that crown of glory, with 
forrow to the grave. This therefore Judah prefleth with a 
great deal of earneftnefs, His /ife 2 bound up in the lad’s life, 
ver. 30.; when he fees that the lad is not with us, he will 
faint away and die immediately, ver. 31. or will abandon him-. 
felf to fuch a degree of forrow, as will in a few days make an 
end of him. And (laftly) Judah pleads, that for his part he 
could not bear to fee this, ver. 34. Let me not fee the evil that 
fall come on my father. 
, be very tender of their parents comfort, and to be afraid of e- 
very thing that may be an occafion of -grief to them. Thus 
the love that defcended firft, muft again efcend and fomething 
muft be done towards a recompenfe for their care. 

[5.] Judah, in honour to the juftice of Jofeph’s fentence, 
and to fhew his fincerity in this plea, offers himfelf to become a 
bondman inftead of Benjamin, ver. 33. Thus the law would 
be fatisfied ; ‘Jofeph would be no fofer, for we may fuppofe 
Judah a more able-bedied man than Benjamin, and fitter for 


fervice ; Jacob would better bear that than the lofs of Benja- | 
Now fo far was he from grieving at his father’s particu- 


min. 
lar fondnefs for Benjamin, that he is himfelf willing to be a 
bondman to indulge it. Now, had Jofeph been, as Judah 
fuppofed, an utter ftranger to the family; yet even common 
humanity could not but be wrought upon by fuch powerful 
reafonings as thefe: For nothing could be faid more moving, 
more tender; it was enough to melt a heart of ftone. But to 


Jofeph, who was nearer a-kin to Benjamin than Judah himfelf* 


was, and who, at this time, felt a greater paffion both for him 
and for his aged father than Judah did, nothing could be 
more pleafingly nor more happily faid. Neither Jacob nor 


Gi At Np et 


Note, It is the duty of children to . 
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Chap. XLV. 
Benjamin needed. an interceflor with Jofeph, for he himfelf 
loved them. - 

Upon'the whole matter, let us take notice, (1.) How pru- 
dently Judah fuppreffeth all mention of the crime that was 
charged upon Benjamin. Wad he faid any thing by way of 
acknowledgment of it, he had refleéted on Benjamin’s honefty, 
and feemed too forward to fufpe&t that: Had he faid any 
thing by way of denial of it, he had reflected on Jofeph’s juf- 
tice, and the fentence he had paffed:, Therefore he wholly 
waves that head, and appeals to Jofeph’s pity. Compare with 
this that of Job, in humbling himfelf before God, Job ix. 15. 


Though I were righteous, yet would I not anfwer: I would 


not argue, but petition; L would make fupplication to my 
judge. (2.) What good reafon dying Jacob had to fay, Fue 
dah, thou art he whom thy brethren hall pratfe, chap. xlix. 
8.3 for he excelled them all in boldnefs, wifdom, eloquence, 
and efpecially tendernefs for their father and family. (3. 
Judah’s faithful adherence to Benjamin now in his diftrefs, 
was recompenfed long after by the conftant adherence of the 
tribe of Benjamin to the tribe of Judah, when all the other ten 
tribes deferted it. (4.) How fitly doth the apoftle, when he 
is difteurfing of the mediation of Chrift, obferve, That our 
Lord farang out of Judah, Heb. vii. 14.3 for, like his father 
Judah, he not only made interceffion for the tranfgreffors, but 
he became @ furety for them, as it follows there, ver. 22.3 
teftifying therein-a very tender concern both for his father and 
for his brethren. 


CoH MA Pe. XLV ; 

It ts pity this chapter and that foregoing fhould be parted 
and read afunder. There we had Fudabh’s interceffion for 
Benjamin, with which we may fuppofe the reft of bis bre- 
thren fignified their concurrence: Fofeph let him go on 
without interrupsion; heard all head to fay; and then 
anfwered tt allin one word, 1am Jofeph. Now he found 
his brethren humdled for their fins; mindful of bimfelf, 
(for Fudah had mentioned him twice in his Jpeech;) re- 
Spedful to their father ; and very tender of their brother 
Benjamin: Now they were ripe for the comfort he defign- 
ed them by making bimfelf known to them, which we have 
the flory of in this chapter. It was to Fofeph’s brethren 
as clear fhintng after rain; nay, zt was to them as.life from 
the dead. fFere is, 1. Fofeph’s difcovery of himnfelf to his 
brethren, and bis difeourfe with them upon that occafion, 
ver. 1,—15. II. The orders Pharaoh hereupon gave to 
fetch Jacob and his family down to Egypt, and Fofeph’s 
difpatch of his brethren accordingly back to bis father 
with thefe orders, ver. 16,—24. ILI. The joyful tidings 
of this brought to Jacob, ver. 25,—28. : 

© are Jofeph could not refrain himfelf be- 
| fore all them that ftood by him; and he 

cried, Caufe every man to go out from me: and 
there ftood no man with him, while Jofeph made 
himfelf known unto his brethren. 2 And he 
wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the houfe 
of Pharaoh heard. 3 And Jofeph faid unto his 
brethren, I am Jofeph; doth my father yet 
live? and his brethren could not anfwer him: 
for they were troubled at his prefence. 4 And 

Jofeph faid unto his brethren, Come near to me, 

I pray you; and they came near: and he faid, . 

I am Jofeph your brother, whom ye fold into 

Egypt. 5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor 


angry 


2 
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Chap. KLV. 


| angry with yourfelves, ‘that ye fold me hither : 


for God did fend me before you, to’ preferve 


life. 6 For thefe two years hath the famine 
‘been in the land: and yet there are five years, 
an the which there /ball neither be earing nor 
harveft. 7 And God fent me before you, to 
preferve you a pofterity in the earth, and tofave 
your lives by a great. deliverance. 
at was not you that fent me hither, but God: 
and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and 
lord of all his houfe, and a ruler throughout all 
the land of Egypt. 9 Hafte you, and go up to 
my father, and fay unto him, Thus faith thy 
fon Jofeph, God hath made me lord of all E- 
_ gypt: come down unto me, tarry not. 10 And 
thou fhalt dwell in the land of Gofhen, and 


thou fhalt be near unto me, thou, and thy chil- ° 


dren, and thy childrens children, and thy flocks, 
and thy herds, and all that thou haft. 411 And 
there will I nourifh thee (for yet there are five 
years of famine ;) left thou, and thy houfehold, 
and all that thou haft, come to poverty. 12 
And behold, your eyes fee, and the eyes of my 
brother Benjamin, that it zs my mouth that 
{peaketh unto you. 13 And you fhall tell my 
father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that 
you have feen; and ye {hall hafte, and bring 
down my father hither. 14 And he fell upon his 
brother Benjamin’s neck, and wept; and Ben- 
jamin wept upon his neck. 15 Moreover ‘he 
kiffed all his brethren, and wept upon them ; 
and after that, his brethren talked with him. ~ 


Judah and his brethren were waiting for an anfwer, and 
could not but be amazed to difcover, inftead of the gravity of 
a judge, the natural affection of a father, or brother. 

Firft, Jofeph ordered all his attendants to withdraw, ver. 1. 
The private converfations of friends are the moft free: When 
Jofeph would put on /ové, he puts off fate, which it was not 
fit his fervants fhould be witneffes of. Thus Chrift graciouf- 

- dy manifefts himfelf and his loving-kindnefs to his people, out 
of the fight and hearing of the world. 

_ Secondly, Tears were the preface or introduction to his dif- 
courfe, ver. 2. He had dammed up this ftream a great while, 
and with much ado; but now it fwelled fo high, that he could 
no Jonger contain, but he wept a/oud, fo that thofe whom he 
had forbid to fee him could not but hear him, Thefe were 
tears of tendernefs, and {trong affection; and with thefe he 
threw off that aufterity with which he had_ hitherto carried 
himfelf towards his brethren, for he could bear it no longer, 
This reprefents the divine compaflion towards returning peni- 
tents, as mnich as that of the father of the prodigal, Luke xv. 
20. Hof. xi. 8, 9. ° 

Thirdly, We very abruptly (as one uneafy till it was out) 
tells them who he was: I am Fofeph. They knew him only 

_ «by his Egyptian name, Zaphnarh-paaneah; his Hebrew name 
being loft and forgot in Egypt : But now he teaches them to 
call him by that; £ am Fofeph. Nay, that they might not 
» fofpect it vas another of the fame name, he explains himfelf, 
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ver. 4. Lam Fofeph your brother.\ This would both humble _ 
them yet more for their fin in felling him, and‘would encourage 
them to hope for kind treatment. Thus when Chrift would 
convince Paul, he faid; J am Fefus; and when he would com- . 
fort his difciples, he faid, J¢ 7s I, be not afraid. This word 
at firft ftartled Jofeph’s brethren; they ftarted back through 
fear, or at leaft {tood ftill aftonifhed; but Jofeph called kindly 
and familiarly to them, Come near, I pray you. ‘Thus when 
Chrift manifefts himfelf to his people, he encourages them to 
draw near to him with a true heart. Perhaps being about to 
{peak of their felling of him, he would not fpeak aloud, left the 
Egyptians fhould overhear, and it fhould make the Hebrews 
to be yet more an abomination to them; therefere he would . 
have them:come near that he might whifper with them, which, 
now the tide of his paffion was a little over, he was able to do, 
whereas at firft he could not but ery out. 

Fourth/y, He endeavours to fweeten their grief for the in- 
juries they had done him, by fhewing them, that whatever they 
defigned, God meant it for good, and had brought much good 
out of it, ver. 5. Be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves. 
Sinners mut grieve and be angry with them/felves for their 
fins ; yea, though God by his power bring good out of them, 
for that is no thanks to the finner; but true penitents fhould 
be greatly affected with it, when they fee God bringing good 
out of evil, meat out of the eater! Though we muit not with 
this confideration extenuate our own fins, and fo'take off the 
edge of our repentance; yet it may do well thus to extenuate 
the fins of others. and fo take off the edge of our angry refent- 
ments. Thus Jofeph doth here: His brethren needed not to 
fear that he would revenge upon them an injury which God’s 
providence had made to turn fo much to his advantage and 
that of his family. Now he tells them how long the famine 
was likely to laft, fue years yet, ver. 6.; what a capacity he 
was in of being kind to his relations and friends, which is the 
greateft fatisfaction that wealth and power can give to a good 
man, ver. 8. See what a favourable colour he puts upon the _ 
injury they had done him: Ged fent me before you, ver. 5, 7- 
Note, (1.) God’s Ifrael is the particular care of God’s provi- 
dence. Jofeph reckoned, that his advancement was not fo 


. much defigned to fave a whole kingdom of Egyptians, as. to 


preferve a {mall family of Ifraelites ; for the Lord’s portion is 
his people: Whatever goes with others, they fhall be fecured. . 
(2.) Providence looks a great way fewer: and has a long 
reach ; even long before the years of plenty, Providence was 
preparing for the fupply of Jacob’s houfe in the years of fa- 
mine. The Pfalmift praifeth God for this, Pfal. cv. 17. He 
fent aman before them, even Fofeph. God fees his work 
from the beginning to the end, Eccl. iti. 11. but we do not, 
How admirable are the proje&ts of Providence! how remote 
its tendencies! ‘what wheels are there within wheels; and yet 
all direéted by the eyes in the wheels, and the Spirit of the li- 
ying creature! Let us therefore judge nothing before the time. 
(3-) God often works by contraries: The envy.and conten- 
tion of brethren threatens the ruin of families; yet that proves 
the occafion of preferving Jacob’s family. Jofeph had never 
been the fhepherd and {tone of Ifrael, if his brethren had not 
ot at him and bated him. Even thofe that had wickedly 
fold Jofeph into Egypt, yet themfelves reaped the benefit of 
the good God brought out of it; as thofe that put Chrift to 
death, were many of them faved by his death. (4.) God - 
muft have all the glory of the feafonable prefervations of his 
people, by what way foever they are effected, ver. 8. Zt was 
‘not you that fent me hither, but God. As, on the one handy 
they mult not fret at it, becaufe it ended fo well; fo, on the 
other hand, they muft not be proud of it, becaufe it was Ged’s 
doing, and not theirs. They defigned, by felling him into 
c 
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, Egypt, to defeat his dreams 5 but God thereby defigned to ace 
complifh them, [fa. x. 7. Howbeit be meaneth not So 

Fifthly, He promifeth to take care of his father and all the 
family during the reft of the years of famine. 

[1.] He defires that his father might fpeedily be made glad 
with the tidings of his life and honour. His brethren muft 
haften to Canaan, and mult acquaint Jacob that his fon Jofeph 
was lord of all Egypt, ver. 9.3; they muft tell him of all his 
glory there, ver. 13. He knew it» would be a refrefhing oil 
to his -hoary head, and a fovereign cordial to his fpirits. If 
any thing would make him young again, this would. He de- 
fires them to give themfelves and take with them to their fa- 

_ ther, al! pofhible fatisfa@tion of the truth of thefe furprifing ti- 
dings, ver. 12. Your epes fee shat it is my muuth. J they 
would recolleé& themfelves, they might remember fomething of 
his features, fpeech, %c. and be fatisfied. 

[ ..-] He is very earneft that his father and all his family 
fhould come to him to Egypt: Come down unto me, tarry nots 
ver g., He allots his dwelling in Gofhen, that part of Egypt 
which lay towards Canaan, that they might be mindful of the 
country from which they were to come out, ver. 19. He pro- 
mifeth to provide for him, ver. 1), [well nourafb.- Note, It 
is the duty of children, if- the neceflity of their parents do at 
any time require it, to fupport and fupply them to the utmoft 
of their ability, and coréan will never excufe them, Mark vii. 
11.5; this is fhewing piety at home. 1 Tim. v. 4. Our Lord 
Jefis being, like jofeph, exalted to the higheft honours and 


powers of the upper world, it is his will that all that are his | 


fhould be wrth him where he ts, John xvii. 24. This is his 
commandment, that we be with him now, in faith and hope, 


and a heavenly converfation; and this is his promife, that we | 


fhall be for ever with him. 
Stxibly, Endearments were interchanged between him and 
his brethren. He began with the youngeft, his own brother 


-Benjamin, who was but about a year old when be was fepa- | 


vated from tis brethren: They wept on each others neck, 


‘yer. 14. perhaps to think ‘of their mother Rachel, who died in | 
travail of Benjamin. Rachel, in her hufband Jacob, had been | 
lately weeping for her children, becaufe, in his apprehenfion, | 


they were not; Jofeph gone, and Benjamin going: And now 
they are weeping for her, becaufe fhe was not. 
embraced Benj:min, he in like manner careffed them all, ver 


15.3 and then his brethren teléed with him freely and fami- | 


liarly of all the affairs of their father’s houfe. After the to- 


kens of true reconciliation, follow the inftances of afweetcom- | ne 
} an underftanding people, that are fo well {tocked in a time of. - 
fcarcity.”” For this reafon, Pharaoh never thought any thing too-. 


smunion. 


16 G And the fame thereof was heard in 


Pharaoh’s houfe, faying, Jofeph’s brethren are 
come: and it pleafed Pharaoh well, and his fer- 
vants. 17 And Pharaoh faid unto Jofeph, Say 
unto thy brethren, This do ye; lade your beatts, 
and go, get you unto the land of Canaan. 18 
And take your father, and your houfeholds, and 
come untv me: and I will give you the good of 
the land of Egypt, and ye fhall eat the fat of 
the land. 19 Now thou art commanded, this 
do ye; take you wagons out of the land of 
Egypt for your little ones, and for your wives, 
and bring your father, and come. 20 Alfo re- 
gard not your ftuff: for the good of all the land 
of Egypt zs yours. 21 And the children of If- 
rae] did fo: and Jofeph gave them wagons, ac- 


After he had | 
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cording to the commandment of Pharaoh, and 
gave them provifion for the way. 22 To all 
of them he gave each man changes of raiment: 
but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces 
of filver, and five changes of raiment. 
to his father he fent after this manner; ten alles 
laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten 
fhe-affes laden with corn, and bread, and meat 
for his father by the way. 24 So he fent his 
brethren away, and they departed: and he faid 
unto them, See that ye fall not out by the way. 


Here is, Firft, The kindnefs of Pharach to Jofeph, and to ~ 


his relations for his fake: He bid his brethren welcome, ver. 
16. though it was a time of {carcity, and they were likely to 
be a charge to him. Nay, becaufe it pleafed Pharaoh, it pleas 
fed his fervants too; at leaft they pretended to be pleafed, be- 
caufe Pharaoh was. 
ther down to Ezypt, and promifed to furnifh them with all 
conveniencies, both for. his removal thither, and his fettlement 
there. If the wood of all the land of Egypt (as it was now 
better ftocked than any other land, thanks to fofeph, under 
God) would fuffice him, he was welcome to it all, it was all 
his own, even the fui of the land, ver. 18.; fo that they need 
not regard their jiuff, ver. 20. What they had in Canaan, he 
reckoned but /?u/, in comparifon with what he had for them 
in Egypt; and therefore if they fhould be conftrained to leave 


fome of that behind them, let them not be difcontented; Egypt. 
would afford them enough to make up the loffes of their re- _ 
Thus thofe for whom Chrift intends fhares in his 


move. 
heavenly glory, ought not to r«gard the //.ff of this world : 


The beft of its enjoyments are but ftuff, but lumber; we cane - 


not make fure of it while we are here, much lefs can we carry. 


it with us: Let us not therefore be folicitous about it, nor fet - 


our eyes or hearts upon it; there are better things referved for- 


us in that blefled land whither our Jo/eob is gone to prepare» 


@ place. 


Secondly, The kindnefs of Jofeph to his father and bre-.- 
Pharaoh was refpeétful to jofeph in gratitude, becaufe:. 


thren. 
he had been an inftrument of much good to him and his king-. 
dom ; not only preferving it from the common calamity, but. 
helping to make it confiderable among the nations ; for all their. 
neighbours would fay, ‘* Surely the Egyptians are a wife and 


much he could do for Jofeph. Note, There is a gratitude ows. 
ing even to inferiors > And when any have fhewed us kindnefs,. 
we fhould ftudy to requite it, not only to them, but_to their: 
relations. And Jofeph likewife was refpeétful to his father 


and brethren in duty, becavfe they were his near relations ;.. 


though his brethren had. been his enemies, and his father long 
a ftranger. [1.] He furnifhed them for neceflity, ver.-21. 


He gave them wagons and provifion for the way, both going - 


and coming: For we never find that Jacob was very rich 3. 
and at this time, when the famine prevailed, we may fuppofe 
he was rather poor. [2-] He furnifhed them for ornament: 
and delight. 


prefent of the varieties of Egypt, ver. 23. Note, Thofe that 


are wealthy, fhould be generous, and dwife liberal things 3. 
what is an abundance good for, but to do good with it? [3.} 


He difmiiled them with a feafonable caution, ver. 24. See that 
je fall not.out by the way, He knew they were but too apt 
j to; 


23 And. 


He engaged Jofeph to fend for his fa- . 


To his brethren he gave two fuits a-piece of 
good clothes ;. to Benjamin five fuits, and money befides in his . 
pocket, ver. 22.: And to his father he fent a very handfome - 


eo 


Chap. XLV. 


to be quarrelfome and what had lately pafted, which revived. 


the remembrance of what they had done formerly againft their 
brother, might give them occafion to quarrel. Jofeph had ob- 
ferved them to conteft about it, chap. xlii. 22. To one they 
would fay, “It was you that firft upbraided him with his 
dreams ;”’ to another, “ It was you that faid, Let us kill 
_ him ;”” to another, ‘ It was you that ftripped him of his fine 
coat ;” to another, “¢ It was you that threw him into the pit,” 
&c. Now Jofeph having forgiven them all, lays this obliga- 
tion upon them, Not to upbraid one another. This charge our 
Lord Jefus has given to us, That we love one another; that 
we live in peace ; that whatever occurs, or whatever former 
occurences are remembered, we fal/ mot out. For, 1. We 
ate brethren; we have all one Father. 2. We are Aes 
brethren; and we fhame our relation to him who is our 
Peace, if we fall out. 3. Weare all gutlty, very guilty; 
and inftead of quarrelling with one another, have a great deal 
of reafon to fall out with ourfelves. 4. We are, or hope to 
be,*forgiven of God, whom we have all offended, and there- 
foré fhould be ready to forgive one another. 5. We are dy 
the way; a way that lies through the land of Egypt, where 
we haye many eyes upon us that feek occafion and advantage 
again{t us; a way that leads to Canaan, where we hope to be 
for ever in perfeét peace. 


25 4 And they wentiup out of Egypt, and 
came into the land of Canaan unto. Jacob their 
father, 26 And told him, faying, Jofeph ir yet 
alive, and he *s governor over all the land of 
Egypt. And Jacob’s heart fainted, for he be- 


lieved them not. 27 And they told him all the | 


words of Jofeph, which he had faid unto them: 


and when he faw the wagons which Jofeph had | 


fent to carry him, the {pirit of Jacob their fa- 
ther revived. 28 And Ifrael faid, Z¢ is enough; 
Jofeph my fon is yet alive: I will go and {ee 
him-betore Edie. 7-5 


We have here the good news brought to Jacob. 

Firft, The relation of it at firft funk his fpirits. When, with- 
out any preamble, his fons came in crying, Yofeph is yer alive, 
- each ftriving which fhould firft proclaim it ; perhaps he thought 
they bantered him, and the affront grieved him 3 or, the very 
mention of Jofeph’s name revived his forrow, fo that Ais heart 
fainted, ver, 26. It was a good while before he came to him- 
felf. He was in fuch-care. and fear about the reft of them, 
that at this time it would have been joy enough to him to hear 
that Simeon is releafed, and Benjamin is come fafe home ; for 
he had been ready to defpair concerning both thefe: But-to 
~ hear that Jofeph is alive, is too good news to be true; he fainis, 
for he Be/ieves ct not. Note, We faint, becaufe we do not 
believe: David himfelf had fainted if he had not beheved, 
Pfal. xxvii. 13. 

Secondly, The confirmation of it by degrees revived his fpi- 
rit. Jacob had eafily believed his fons formerly, when they 
- told him, Jofeph is dead; but he can hardly behteve them, now 
they told him Jofeph is alive. Weak and tender fpirits are in- 
fluenced more by fear than hope, and are more apt to receive im- 
preffions that are difcouraging than encouraging. But at length 
Jacob is convinced of the truth of the flory, efpecially when 
> he fees the wagons which were fent to carry him ; for feeing 
is believing: Then his /prrit revived. Death is as the wa- 
gons which are fent to fetch us to Chrift; the very fight of it 
approaching fhould revive us. Now Jacob is called L/rae/, 
ver. 28.; for he begins to recover his wonted vigour. (1.) It 
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pleafes him to think that Yo/eph cs alive. He faith nothing 
of Jofeph’s glory which they had told him of; it was enough 
to him that Jofeph was ahve. Note, Thofe that would be 
content with lefler degrees of comfort, are beft prepared for 
greater. (2.) It pleafes him to think of going to fee him. 
‘Though he was old, and the journey long ; yet he would go 
fee Jofeph, becaufe Jofeph’s bufinefs would not permit him to 
come to fee him. Obferve, He will go fee Aim. Not, * I 
will go Ave with bim;’? Jacob was old, and did not expect to 
live long: ‘ But I will go fee him before I die, and then let 
me depart in peace ; let my eyes be refrefhed with this fight - 
before they are clofed, and then it is enough, I need no more © 
to make me happy in this world.”? Note, It is good for us 
all to make death familiar to us, and to {peak of it as near, that 
we may think how little we have to do before we die, that we 
may do it with all our might, and may enjoy our comforts as 
thofe that muft quickly dic and leave them. 


CH. AP. XLV 
Jacob is here removing to Egypt in his old age; forced thi- 
ther by a famine, and invited thither by a fon. Here, I. 
God fends him thither, ver. 1,—4. 11. All bis famuly 
goes with him thither, ver. 5,—27. Il. Fo/eph bidy him 
welcome thither, ver. 28,—34. 
ND Ifrael took his journey with all that he 
s had, and came to Beer-fheba, and offered | 
facrifices unto the God of his father Maac. 2 And 
God {pake unto Ifrael in the vifions of the night, 
and faid, Jacob, Jacob: And he faid, Here am 


I. 3 And he faid, I am God, the God of thy 


father: fear not to go down into Egypt ; for I 
will there make of thee a great nation. 41 will 
go down with thee into Egypt ; and I will alfo 
furely bring thee up again: and Jofeph thall 
put his hand upon thine eyes, 


The Divine precept is, In al/ thy ways acknowledge God; 
and the promife annexed to it is, He hail direé? thy paths, 
Jacob has here a very great concern before him; not only a 
journey, but a remove, to fettle in another country: A change 
which was very furprifing to him ; for he never had any other 
thoughts but to live and die in Canaan ; and, which would be 
of great confequence to his family, for a long time to come. 
Now here we are told, : 

Firfi, How he acknowledged God in this way. He came 
to Beer-fheba, from Hebron, where he now dwelt, and there 
he offered facrifices to the God of bis father Ifaac, ver.1. He. 
chofe that place, in remembrance of the communion which his 
father and grandfather had with God in that place. Abrahath 
called on God there, Gen. xxi. 33.; fo did Ifaac, Gen. xxvi. 
35.3 and therefore Jacob made it the place of his devotion,» 
the rather becaufe it lay in his way. In his devotion, (1.) 
He had an eye to God, as the God of his father Lfaac; i.e. 
a God in covenant with him; for by Ifaac the covenant was 
entailed upon him. God had forbidden Hfaac to go down to 
Egypt when there was a famine in Canaan, Gen. xxvi. 2. 
which perhaps Jacob calls to mind, when he confults God as 
the God of his father [faac s with this thought, “ Lord, tho’ 
I am very defirous to fee Jofeph, yet if thou forbid me to go 
down to Egypt, as thou didft my father ifeac, I will fubmit, 
and very contentedly ftay where lam.” (2.) He offered 
facrifices, extraordinary facrifices, befides thofe at his {tated 
times. Thefe facrifices were offered, 1. By way of thank{gi- 
ving for the late blefled change of the face of his family, for 
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the good news he had received concerning Jofeph, and the 
hopes he had of feeing him. Note, We fhould give God 
thanks for the beginnings of mercy, though they are not yet 
perfected; and this is a decent way of begging further mercy. 
2. By way of petition for the prefence of God with him in 
his intended journey. He defired by thefe facrifices to make. 
his peace with God, to obtain forgivenefs of fin, that he might 
take no guilt along with him in this journey, for that is an ill 
companion. By Chrift, the gréat Sacrifice, we mutt reconcile 
ourfelyes to God..and offer up dur requefts to him. 3. By way 
@- of confultation; The heathen confulted their oracles by facri- 
~ fice. Jacob would not go till he had aflked God’s leave: * Shall 
T go down to Egypt, or back to Hebron ?”? Such mutt be our 
inquiries in doubtful cafes ; and though we cannot expect im- 
mediate anfwers from heaven, yet if we diligently attend to the 
directions of the word, confcience, and providence, we fhall 
find it is not in vain to afl counfel of God. . 

Seconaly, How God did dire& his paths: In the vifions of 
ihe night, (probably the very next night after he had offered 
his facrifices, as 2 Chron. i. 7.) God fpake unto him, ver. 2. 
Note, Thofe who defire to keep up communion with God, 
fhall find that it never fails on his fide. If we fpeak to him 
as we ought, he will not fail to fpeak to us. God called him. 
by name, by his old name, facob, Facob, to mind him of his 
low eftate; his prefent fears did {carce become an Lfrae/. Ja- 
cob, like one well acquainted with the vifions of the Almighty, 
and ready to obey them, anfwers, Here am I, ready to receive 
orders. And‘what has God to fay to him? 

1, He renews the covenant with him: I am God, the God 
of thy father, ver. 3.; i. e. 1am what thou owneft me to be: 
Thou fhalt find me a God, a divine wifdom and power engaged 
for thee ; and thou fhalt find me the God of thy father, true to 
the covenant made with him. , 

2dly, He encourages him to make this remove of his fami- 
ly: Fear not to go down into Egypt. It feems, though Ja- 
cob, upon the firft intelligence of Jofeph’s life and glory in E- 
gypt, refolved without any hefitation, J wi// go and fee him ; 
yet, upon fecond thoughts, he faw fome difficulties in it, which 
he knew not well how to get over. Note, Even thofe changes 
that feem to have in them the greateft joys and hopes, yet 
have an allay of cares and fears; nu//a eff fincera voluptas : 
We muft always rejoice with trembling. Jacob had many 
careful thoughts about this journey, which God took notice of. 
1. He was old, 130 years old; and it is mentioned as one of 
the infirmities of old people, that they are afraid of that which 
ts high, and fears are in the way, Eccl. xii. 5. It was a 


long journey, and Jacob was unfit for travel, and perhaps re- 


membered that his beloved Rachel died in a journey. 2. He 
feared left his fons fhould be tainted with the idolatry of E- 
gypt, and forget the God of their fathers; or enamoured with 
the pleafures of Egypt, and forget the land of promife. 3. Pro- 
bably he thought of what God had faid to Abraham concern- 
ing the bondage and affliction of his feed, Gen. xv. 13. and 
was apprehenfive that his remove to Egypt would iffue in that. 
Prefent fatisfadtions fhould not take us off from the confidera- 
tion and profpect of future inconveniences, which: poftibly may 
arife from that which now appears moft promifing. 4. He 
could not think of laying his bones in Egypt. But, whatever 
his difcoutagements were, this was enough to anfwer them all, 
Fear not to go down into Egypt. 

3dly, He promifes him comfort in the remove. 1. ‘That, 
he fhould mu/tip/y ix Egypt: Iwill there, where thou feareft 
that thy family will fink and be loft, make it a great nation. 
That is the place Infinite Wifdom has chofen for the accom- 
plifhment of that promife. 2: That he fhould have God’s pre- 
fence with him; Lwwil/ go down with thee into Egypt. Note, 


al 


JSball put his hand upon thine eyes. 


with them ; and that is enough to fecure them wherever they 
are, and to filence their fears: We may fafely venture even 
unto Egypt, if God go down with us. 
nor his fhould be loft in Egypt: Z will furely bring thee up 
again. Though Jacob died in Egypt, yet this promife was 
fulfilled, (1.) In the bringing up of his body to be buried in 
~Canaan ; about which it appears hé was very folicitous. (2.) 
In the bringing up of his feed to be fettled in Canaan. What- 
ever low or darkfome valley we are called into at any time, we 
may be confident, if God go down with us into it, he-will fure- 
ly bring us up again, If he go with us down to death, he 
will furely bring us up again to glory. 4. That living and 
dying his beloved Jofeph fhould be a comfort to him: Fa/eph 
This isa promife that 
Jofeph fhould live as long as he lived, that he fhould be with 
him at his death, and clofe his eyes with all poflible tendernefs 
and refpect, as the deareft relations ufed to do. Probably Ja- 
cob,. in the multitude of his.thoughts within him, had been 
wifhing that Jofeph might do this laft office of love for him, 
(ile meos oculos comprimat;) and God thus anfwered hine 
in the letter of his defire. Thus God fometimes gratifies the 
innocent wifhes of his people, and makes not only their death 
happy, but the very circumitances. of it agreeable. 


5 And Jacob rofe up from Beer-fheba: and : 


the fons of Hrael carried Jacob their father, and 
their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons 
which Pharaoh had fent to carry him. 6 And 


they took their cattle, and their goods which’ 


they had gotten in the land of Canaan, and 
came into Egypt, Jacob, and all his feed with 
him: 7 His fons, and his fons fons with him, 
his daughters, and his fons daughters, and all 
his feed brought he with him into Egypt. 84 And 
thefe are the names‘of the children of Hrael, 
which came into Egypt, Jacob and his fons: 
Reuben Jacob’s firft-born. go And the fons of 


Reuben; Hanoch, and Phallu, and Hezron, and 


Carmi. 10 € And the fons of Simeon; Jemu- 
el, and Jamin, and Ohad, and Jachin, and Zo- 


har, and Shaul the fon of a Canaanitifh woman. 
rz {| And the fons of Levi; Gerfhon, Kohath,, 
12 And the fons of Judah; Er, 
and Onan, and Shelah, and Pharez, and ‘Zerah:: 


and Merari. 


but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. 
And the fons of Pharez, were Hezron and Ha- 
mul. 
and Phuvah, and Job, and Shimron. 144 And 
the fons of Zebulun; Sered, and Elon, and Jah- 
leel. 15 Thefe de the fons.of Leah, which fhe 
bare unto Jacob in Padan-aram, with his daugh~ 


ter Dinah: all the fouls of his fons and his daugh-- 


ters, were thirty and three. 16 € And the 
fons of Gad; Ziphion, and Haggai, Shuni, antl. 
Ezbon, Eri, and Arodi, and Areli. 179-And the 


fons of Afher; Jimnah, and Ifhuah, and Lfui, 
and Beriah, and Serah their fifter: and the fons. 


of Beriah; Heber, and Malchiel. 18 Thefe 


are 


Chap. XLVI. 


Thofe that go where God fends them, fhall certainly have God 


3. That neither he. 


13 | And the fons of Lflachar ; Tolah,. 


Chap. XLVI. ae 


Leah his daughter: and thefe fhe bare unto Ja- 
cob, even fixteen fouls. 19 § The fons of Ra- 
chel Jacob’s wife ; Jofeph, and. Benjamin. 20 


_ And unto’ Jofeph in the land of Egypt. were 


born Manafieh and Ephraim, which Afenath 


the daughter of Poti-pherah prieft-of On bare 


unto him. 2&4And the fons of Benjamin were 
Belah, and Becher, and Athbel, Gera, and Naa- 
man, Ehi, and Rofh, Muppim, and Huppim, 
and Ard. 22 Thefe are the fons of Rachel, 
which were born to Jacob: all the fouls -were 
fourteen. 23 4 And the fons of Dan ; Huthim. 


24 4 And the fons of Naphtali; Jahzeel, and 


Guni, and Jezer, and Shillem. 25 Thefe are 


the fons of Bilhah, which Laban gave unto Ra- 


chel his daughter, and fhe bare thefe unto Ja- 
cob: all the fouls were feven. 26 All the fouls 
that came with Jacob into Egypt, which came 
out of his loins, befides Jacob’s fons wives, all 
the fouls were threefcore and fix; 27 And the 


_ fons of Jofeph which were born him in Egypt, 


were two fouls: all the fouls of the houfe of ja- 
cob, which came into Egypt, were threefcore 
and.ten. - . 


~ Old Jacob is here flitting. Little did he think of ever lea- 
ving Canaan ; he expected, no doubt, to die in his neff, and 
to leave his feed in aétual poffeflion of the promifed land: But 
Providence orders it otherwife.. Note, Thofe that think them- 
felves well fettled, may yet be unfettled in-a little time; even 
old people, who think ofno other remove but that to the grave, 
which Jacob had much upon: his heart, (chap. xxxvil. 35. & 
xiii. 38.) fometimes live to fee great changes in their family. 
It is good to be ready, not only for the grave, but for whate- 
yer may happen betwixt and the grave. 
Obferve, [1.]- How Jacob was conveyed: Not ina cha- 
riot, though chariots were then ufed; but in a wagon, ver. 5. 


_ Jacob had the character of a plain man, who did not affect a- 


” - effeéts, ver. 6. 


ny thing ftately or magnificent: His fon rode ina chariot, 
chap. xli. 43.5; but a wagon would ferve him, 
[2.] The removal of what he had with him. (1.) His 
Cattle, and goods: Thefe he took with him, 
that he might not wholly be. beholden to Pharaoh for a liveli- 
hood ;. and that it might not afterwards be faid of them, that 
they came beggars to Egypt. (2.) His family : 4// his feed, 
ver. 7. It is probable they continued to live together in com. 
mon with their father; and therefore when he went, they all 
went; which perhaps they were the more willing to do, be- 
caufe though they had heard that the land of Canaan was pro- 
mifed them, yet to this day they had none of it in poffeflion. 
We have here a particular account of the names of Jacob’s fa- 
mily ; his fons fons, moft of which aré afterwards mentioned 
as heads of houfes in the feveral tribes: See Numb. xxvi. 5, 
do’c. Bifhop Patrick obferves, that [ffachar called. his eldeft fon 
Tola, which fignifies a worm, probably becavfe when he was 
born he was a very little weak child, a worm and no man, not 


likely to live ; and yet there fprang from him a very numerous | 


offspring, 1 Chron. vii. 2. Note, Living and dying do not 
go by probability. The whole number that went down into 


Egypt were fixty-fix, ver. 26.3; to which add Jofeph and his: 


< 
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are the fons of ‘Lilpah, whom Laban gave to 
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two fons, who were there before, and Jacob himfelf, the head. 
of the family, and you have the numberof feventy, ver. 27, 
The Séptuagint make them feventy-five; and Stephen follows 
them, Aéts vii. 14. The reafon of which we leave to the 
conjecture of the critics: But let us obférve, 1. That matters 
of families ought to take care ofjall-under their charge, and to 


. proyide for thofe of their own houfe food convenient both for 


body and foul: When Jacob himfelf removed to a land of 
plenty, he would not leave any of his children behind him to 


-ftarve in a barren land. .Though thé accomplifhment of pro- 


mifes is always fure, yet it is often flow. 2. It was now 215 
years fince God had promifed Abraham to make of him e¢ 
great nation, chap. xii. 2.-and yet that branch of his feed .on 
which the promife was entailed was as yet incréafed but to fe- 
venty ; of which this particular account is kept, that ‘the power 
of God in multiplying thefe feventy to fo vaft.a multitude, e- 
ven in Egypt, may be the more illuftrious : When he pleafes, 
alittle one foall become a thoufand, Un. |x. 22. 

28 F And he fent Judah before him-unto Jo- 
feph, to direct his face unto Gofhen; and they 
came into the land of Gofhen. 29 And Joleph 
made ready his chariot, and went up to meet 
Ifrael his father, to Gofhen; and prefented him. 
felf unto him: and he fell on his neck, and 
wept on his neck a good while. 30 And Ifrael 
faid unto Jofeph, Now-let medie, fince I have 
feen thy face, becaufe thou art yet alive. 37 
And Jofeph faid unte his brethren, and unto 
his father’s houfe, I will go up, and fhew Pha- 
raoh, and fay unto him, My brethren, and my 
father’s houfe, which were in the land of Ca- 
naan, are come unto me: 32° And the men are 
fhepherds, for their trade hath been to feed 
cattle; and they have brought their flocks and 
their herds, and all that they: have. 33 And it 
fhall come to pafs when Pharaoh fhall call you, _ 
and fhall fay, What zr your occupation? 34 
That ye fhall fay, Thy fervants trade hath-been 
about cattle, from our. youth even until now, 
both we and alfo our fathers: that ye may dwell 
in the land of Gofhen; for every fhepherd zs 
an abomination unto the Egyptians. : 

Firfi, We have here the joyful meeting between Jacob and 
his fon Jofeph: In which, obferve, 

[1.] Jacob’s prudence in fending Judah before him to Jo? 
feph, to give him notice of his arrival in Gofhen. This was 
a piece of refpect owing to the government, under the protec- 
tion of which thefe ftrangers were come to put themfelves, ver. - 
28. We fhould be very careful not to give offence to any, e-~ 
fpecially aot to the higher powers, 

f2.] Jofeph’s filial refpect to him. He went in his cha-~ 
riot to meet him; and in the interview fhewed, (1.) How 
much he honoured him: He prefented himfelf unto him. 
Note, It is the duty of children to reverence their parents, yea, 
thaugh Providence, as to outward condition, hath advanced. 
them above their parents; (2.) How-much he loved him’: 
Time did not wear out the fenfe of his obligations ; but his 
tears which he fhed abundantly upon his-father’s neck. for joy 
to fee him, were real indications of the fincere and {trong af- 
fection he had for him. See how near forrow and joy are a 

each 
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each other in this world, when tears ferve for the expreflions of 
both: In the other world, weeping will be veftrained to for- 
row only; in heaven there is perfect joy, but-no tears of joy ; 
all tears, even thofe, fhall there be wiped away, becaufe the 
joys there are, as no joys here are, without any allay. It was 
obferved, when Jofeph embraced Benjamin, that he wept upon 
his neck; but when he embraced his father, he wept upon hrs 
neck a good while: His brother Benjamin was dear, but his 
father Jacob muft be dearer. 

[3-] Jacob’s great fatisfa@tion in this mecting, ver. 30. 
Now let me die. Not but that it was further defirable to /ve 
with Jofeph, and to fee his honour and ufefulnefs ; but he had 
fo much pleafure and fatisfaction in this firit meeting, that he 
thought it too much to defire or expect any more in this world, 
where our comforts muft always be imperfect. Jacob wifhed 
to die now prefently, and yet lived feventeen years longer, 
which, as our lives go now, isa confiderable part of a man’s 
age. Note, Death will not always come juft when we call 
for it, whether in a paflion of forrow, or in a paflion of joy. 
Our times are in God’s hand, and not in our own: We mutt 
die juft when God pleafes ; and not either juft when we are 
furfeited with the pleafures of life, or juft when we are over- 
whelmed with its griefs. 3 

Secondly, We have here Jofeph’s prudent care concerning 
his brethren’s fettlement. It was jultice to Pharaoh, to let 
him know that fuch a colony was come to fettle in his domi- 


nions. Note, lf others repofe a confidence in us, we mult not 


be fo bafe and difingenuous as to abufe it by impofing apon 
them. If Jacob and his family fhould come to be a charge to 
‘the Egyptians, yet it fhall never be faid that they came among 
them clandeftinely, and by ftealth. ‘Thus Jofeph took care to 
pay his refpeéts to Pharaoh, ver. 32. But how fhall he dif- 
pofe of his brethren? Time was when they were contriving to 
be rid of him, now he is contriving to fettle them to their fa- 
tisfation and advantage: This is rendering good for evil. Now, 
{[1.] He would have them to live dy themfelves, feparate as 
much as might be from the Egyptians, 7m the /and of Gofhen, 
which lay neareft to Canaan, and which perhaps was more 
thinly peopled by the Egyptians, and well furnifhed with paf- 
tures for cattle. He defired they might live feparately, that 
they might be in the lefs danger both of being znfected by the 
vices of the Egyptians, and of being 7n/ulted by the malice of 
the Egyptians. Shepherds, it feems, were an abomination to 
the Egyptians, z. ¢. they looked upon them with contempt, 
and {corned to converfe with them, and he would not fend for 
his brethren to Egypt to be trampled upon. And yet, [2.] 
He would have them to continue fhepherds, and not be afha- 
med to own that as their occupation before Pharaoh. He 
could have employed them under himfelf in the corn-trade, or 
perhaps by his intereft in the king might have procured places 
for them at court or in the army, and fome of them at leaft 
were deferving enough; but fuch preferments would have ex- 
pofed them to the envy of the Egyptians, and would have 
tempted them to forget Canaan, and the promife made unto 
~ their fathers; therefore he contrives to continue them in their 
old employment. Note, 1. An honeft calling is no.difparage- 
ment; nor ought we to account it fo, either in ourfelves or in 
our relations ; but rather reckon it a fhame tobe idle, or to 
have nothing to do. 2. It is generally beft for people to abide 
in the callings that they have been bred to, and ufed to, 1 Cor. 
vii. 24. What employment and condition God in his. Provi- 
dence hath allotted for us, let us accommodate ourfelves to it, 
and fatisfy ourfelves with it, and zor mind high things. itis 


better to be the credit of a mean poft, than the fhame ofa | 


high one, 
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; CHA P.-. XLVI: 5 ane a 
In this chapter, we have inflances, 1. Of Fofeph’s kindnefs, 


and affection to bis relations; prefenting bis brethren firf, 
and then his father, to Pharaoh, ver. 1,—10.3 fettling 
them in Gofben, and providing for them there, ver. 11, 
12.3 paying bis refpeéts to his father when ke fent for 


him, ver. 27,—-31. Il. Of Fofeph?s juflice between prince 


and people in a very critical effair ; felling Pharaob’s 
corn to bis fubjetis, with reafonable profits to Pharaohs 
and yet without any wrong to them, ver. 13,—26. Thus 
he approves bimfelf wife and good, both in bis private and 
in bis public capacity. 


“HEN Jofeph came and told Pharaoh, and 
ob faid, My father and my brethren, and 
their flocks, and their herds, and all that they 
have, are come out of the land of Canaan ; and 
behold, they are in the land of Gofhen. 2 And 
he took fome of his brethren, even ‘five men, 
and prefented them unto Pharaoh. 3 And Pha- 
raoh faid unto his brethren, What zs your oc- 
cupation? and they faid unto Pharaoh, Thy 
fervants are fhepherds, both we and alfo our 
fathers. 4 They faid moreover unto Pharaoh, 


For to fojourn in the land are we come: for thy” 


fervants have no pafture for their flocks, for the 
famine is fore in the land of Canaan: now there- 
fore, we pray thee, let thy fervants dwell in the 
land of Gofhen. 5 And Pharaoh fpake unto 
Jofeph, faying, Thy father and thy brethren 
are come unto thee: 6 The land of Egypt is 
before thee; in the beft of the land make thy 
father and brethren to dwell, in the land of Go- 
fhen let them dwell: and if thou knoweft any 
men of activity amongit them, then make them 
rulers over my cattle. 7 And Jofeph brought 
in Jacob his father, and fet him before Pha- 
raoh: and Jacob blefled Pharaoh. 8 And Pha- 
raoh faid unto Jacob, How old art thou? g And 
Jacob faid unto Pharaoh, The days of the years 
of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty 
years,: few «nd evil have the days of the years 


of my life been, and have not attained unto 


the days of the years of the life of my fathers 
in the days of their pilgrimage. 10 And Jacob 
blefled Pharaoh, and went out from before Pha- 
raoh. x1 Y And Jofeph placed his father and 
his brethren, and gave them a pofieffion in the 
land of Egypt, in the beit of the land, in the 
land of Ramefes, as Pharaoh had commanded. 


12 And Jofeph nourifhed his father and his bre- ~ 
thren, and all his father’s houfehold with bread, 


according to their families. . 

Here is, 1. The refpeét Jofeph as a fubje& thewed to his 
prince. Though he was his favourite, and prime minifter of 
ftate, and had had particular orders from him to fend for his 


- father down to Egypt; yet he would not fuffer him to fettle 


till 


% 


a 


rarer 
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till he had given notice of it to Pharaoh, ver. 1. Chriit, 
our Jofeps, difpofeth of his followers in his kingdom as it 
is prepared of his Father, faying, /t 2s not mune to give, Mat. 
XX, 23. 

II. The refpe& Jofeph as a brother fhewed to his brethren, 
notwith{tanding all the unkindnefles he had formerly received 


_from them. 


Firft, Though he was a great man, and they were compa- 
ratively mean and defpicable, efpecially in Egypt; yet he 
owned them. . Let thofe that are rich and great in the 
world, learn hence not to overlook or defpife their poor re- 
lations. Every branch of the tree is not a top-branch; but 
becanfe it is a lower branch, is it therefore not of the tree? 


Our Lord Jefus, like Jofeph-here, is not a/bamed to call us 


brethren. 
Secondly, They being ftrangers, and no courtiers, he in- 


_ troduced fome of them to-Pharaoh, to kifs his hand, as we 


fay, intending thereby to put an honour upon them among | 


the Egyptians, ‘Thus Chrift prefents his brethren in the 
court of heaven? and improves his intereft for them, though 


‘in’ themfelves unworthy. Being prefented to Pharaoh, ac- 


cording to the inftruétions which Jofeph had given them, 
they tell him, (1.) What was their bufinefs: That they were 
Jbepherd*, ver. 3. 
it would be one of his firft queltions, chap. xlvi. 33.) What 
is your occupation ? Ue takes it for granted they had fome- 
thing to-do, elfe Egypt thould be no place for them, no har- 


bour for idle vagrants: If they would not word, they fhould | 


not cat of his bread in this time of fcarcity. Note, 1. All 


that have a place in the world fhould have an employment in | 
it according to their capacity, fome occupation or other, men- . 


tal or manual. Thofe that need not work for their bread, yet 
mutt have fomething to do to keep them. from idlenefs, 2. 
Magiftrates fhould inquire into the occupatior of their fubjeéts, 
as’ thofe that have the care of the public welfare; for idle peo- 
ple are as drones in the hive, unprofitable burdens of the com- 
munity. (2.) What was their bufinefs in Egypt: To /ojourn 
tn the land. ver. 4. not to fett/e there for ever; only to /o- 
gourn there for a time, while the famine prevailed fo in Ca- 
naan, which lay high, that it was not habitable for fhepherds, 
the grafs being burnt up much more than in Egypt, which lay 


. low, and where the corn chiefly failed, but’there was tolerable 


good pafture. 

Thirdly, He obtained for them a grant of fettlement in the 
land of Gofben, ver. 5, 6. This was an inftance of Pharaoh’s 
gratitude to Jofeph: Becaufe he had been fuch a blefling to 
him and his kingdom, he would be kind to his relations pure- 
ly for his fake. He offered them prefermentas thepherds o- 
ver Ais cattle, provided they were men of adtivity ; for it is 
the man who is diligent in bis bufine/s that fhall fand before 
kings. And whatever our profeflion or employment is, we 


fhould aim to be excellent in it, and to approve ourfelves in-: 


genious and induftrious.. 
III. The refpeét Jofeph as a fon fhewed to his father. 
Firft, He.prefented him to Pharaoh, ver. 7. And here, 
1. Pharaoh afks Jacob a common queftion, How o/d art 
thou? ver. 8.: A queftion ufually put to old men; for it is 
natural for us to admire old age, and to reverence it, Lev. 
XIX. 33. as-it is very unnatural and unbecoming to defpife it, 
Ha. iti. 5. Jacob’s countenance, no doubt, fhewed him to 


_ be very old; for he had been a man of labour and forrew: In 


Egypt people were not fo long lived'as in Canaan, and there- 
fore Pharaoh looks. upon Jacob with wonder; he was as a 
fhew in his court. When we are reflecting upon ourfelves, 
this fhould come into the account, How old we are? 

2. Jacob gives Pharaoh an uncommon anfiver, ver. 9.5 
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Pharaolr afked them, (and Jofeph knew | 


Ps 


where he {peaks as became a patriarch, with an air of feriouf- 
nefs, for the inftruction of Pharaoh. Though our fpeech be- 
not always of grace, yet it muft thus be always with grace. 
Obferve here, [1.] He calls his life a pilgrimage ; looking 
upon himfelf as a {tranger in this world, and a traveller towards 
another world: This earth his inn, not his home. To this the 
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_ apoftle refers, Heb. xi. 13. they confeffed that they were firan- 


gers and pilgrims. He reckoned himfelf not only a pilgrim, 
now he was in Egypt, a ftrange country in which he never was 
before ; but his life, even in the land of his nativity, was a 
pilgrimage: And thofe who fo reckon it, can the better bear 
the inconveniences of banifhment from their native foil; they 
are but pilgrims /#//, and fo they were a/ways. [2.] He 
reckons his life by days; for even fo it is foon reckoned ; and 
we are not fure of the continuance of it for a day to an end, 
but may be turned out of this tabernacle at lefs than an hour’s 
warning. Let us therefore umber our days, Pfal. xc. 12.3 
and meafure them, Pial. xxxix. 4. [3.] The charaéter he 
gives of them was, (1.) That they were few. Though. he 


_ had now lived 130 years, they feemed to him but as a few 
days, in comparifon with the days of evermty, the eternal God. 


and the eternal ftate, in which a thoufand years (longer than - 
ever any man lived) are but as ome day. (2.) ‘That they 
were evi/, This is true concerning man in general, Job xiv. 
1. He is of few days, and full of trouble ; and being evi/, - 
it is well they are few: Jacob’s life particularly had been 
made up of evil days ;. the pleafanteft days of his life were _ 
yet before him. (3.) That they were fhort of the days of 
his fathers ; not fo many, not fo pleafant as their days. Old 
age came fooner upon him than it had done upon fome of 
his aneeftors. Let not the old man be proud of his age, and 
the crown of his hoary hairs, though others juftly reverence 
it, no more than the young man of his {trength or beauty ; for 
thofe who are accounted very old, attain not to the years of — 
the patriarchs. Che 4oary bead is then only a crown of glo- 
ry when it is found in the way of righteoufnefs. 

3. Jacob both addreffeth himfelf to Pharaoh, and takes» 
leave of him, with a b/efing, ver. 7. Jacob blefid Pharaoh ; - 
and again, ver. 10. Which was not only an aét of civility ; 


_he payed him refpeét, and returned him thanks for his kind- 


nefs: But an act of piety ; he prayed for him, as one having . 
the authority of a prophet and a patriarch. Though in world- 
ly wealth Pharaoh was the greater; yet, in intereft with God, 
Jacob: was the greater: He was God's ‘anointed, Pfal. cv. 
15. And a, patriarch’s blefling was not a thing to be defpi- 
fed, no net by a potent prince. Darius valued the prayers of 
the church, for himfelf and for his fons, Ezra vi. 10. Phae - 
raoh kindly recerved Facob ; and whether zm the name of a 
prophet or no, thus he had a prophei’s reward; which faf- 
ficiently recompenfed him, not only for his courteous converfe 
with him, but for all.the. other kindnefs he fhewed to him and > 
his. ; 
Secondly, He provided well for him and: his: Placed him + 
in Gofhen, ver. 11.3 nourifhed him and all his with food cone - 
venient for them, ver..12.° This fpeaks not only Jofeph a - 
good man, who took this tender care of all his poor relations; . 
but God a good God, who raifed him up:for this purpofe, and - 
put him into a capacity of doing it, as Efther came to the 
kingdom for fue? a ‘ime as h:s. What. God here: did for © 
Jacob, he has in’ effect. promifed to do for..all -his, that ferve 
him and tru{t in him, Pfal. xxxvii. 19. Jn the days of famine ~ 


they Jhall be fatisfied. 


13 4 And there was no bread in all the land: - 
for the famine was very fore, fo that the land of — 
Egypt, and a// the land of Canaan fainted by 

reafon : 
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reafon of the famine. 14 And Jofeph gather- 
ed up all the money that was found in the land 
of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for the 
corn which they bought: and Jofeph brought 
the money into Pharaoh’s houfe. 15 And when 
money failed in the land of Egypt, and in the 
land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came unto 
Jofeph, and faid, Give us bread: for why fhould 
we die in thy prefence? for the money faileth. 
16 And Jofeph faid, Give your cattle; and I 
will give you for your cattle, if money fail. 17 
And they brought their cattle unto Jofeph: 
and Jofeph gave them bread 7m exchange for 
horfes, and for the flocks, and for the cattle of 
the herds, and for the affes ; and he fed them 
with bread, for all their cattle, for that year. 
18 When that year was ended, ‘they came un- 
to him the fecond year, and faid unto him, We 
will not hide zt from my lord, how that our 
money is fpent, my lord alfo hath our herds of 


cattle; there is not ought left in the fight of | 


my lord, but our bodies, and our lands. 19 
Wherefore fhall we die before thine eyes, both 
we and our land? buy us and our land. for 
‘bread, and we and our land will be fervants 
unto Pharaoh : and give us feed, that we may 
live and not die, that the land be not defolate. 
20 And Jofeph bought all, the land of Egypt 
for Pharaoh ; for the Egyptians fold every man 
his field, becaufe the famine prevailed. over 
them: fo the land became Pharaoh’s. 21 And 
as for the people, he removed them to cities 
from one end of the, borders of Egypt, even to 
the other end thereof. 22 Only the land of the 
priefts bought he not: for the priefts had a 
portion affigned them of Pharaoh, and did eat 
their portion which Pharaoh gave them; where- 
fore they fold not their lands. 23 Then Jofeph 
faid unto the people, Behold, I have bought 
you this day, and your land for Pharoah: lo, 
bere is feed for you, and ye fhall fow the land. 
24 And it fhall come to pafs in the increafe, 
that you fhall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, 
and four parts fhall be your own, for feed of 
the field, and for your food, and for them of 
your houleholds, and for food for your little 
ones. 25 And they faid, Thou haft faved our 
lives: let us find grace in the fight of my lord, 
and we'will be Pharaoh’s fervants.. 26 And 
Jofeph made it a law over the land of Egypt 
unto this day, that Pharaoh fhould have the 
fifth part; except the land of the priefts only, 
which became not Pharaoh’s. 


Care being taken of Jacob and his family, the prefervation 


_ing time comes, Eccl. viil. 6, 7. 


7 
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of which was efpecially defigned by Providence in Jofeph’s 
advancement ; now an account is given of the faying of the 
kingdom of Egypt too from ruin; for God is King of nations 
as well as King of faints, and provideth food for all flefh. 
Jofeph now returns to the management of that great trult 
which Pharaoh had lodged in his hand. It would have been 
pleafing enough to him to have gone.and lived with his father 


‘and brethren in Gofhen, but his employment would not per-. 


mit it. “When he had feen his father, and feen him well fet- 
tled, he applied himfelf as clofely as ever to the execution “of 
his office. Note, Even natural affeétion muft give way to 
neceffary. bufinefs. 
be abfent one from another, when it is neceflary on either fide 
for the fervice of God or the generation. In Jofeph’s tranf- 
actions with the Egyptians, obferve, 

Firf, The great extremity that Egypt and the parts adja- 
cent were reduced te by the famine. 
and they fainted, ver. 13.3 they were ready to die, ver. 15, 
19. (1.} See here what a dependance we have upon God’s 
providence ; if that fufpend its ufual favours but for a while, 
we die, we peri/b, we all perifh. All our wealth would not 
keep us-from ftarving, if the rain of heaven were but with-held 
for two or three years. See how much we lie at God’s mer- 
cy, and let us keep ourfelves always in his Jove. (2.) See 
how much we fmart by our own improvidence. If all the 
Egyptians had done for themfelves, in the feven years of plen- 
ty, as jofeph did for Pharaoh, they had not been now in thefe 
{traits, but they regarded not the warning they had of the 
years of famine, concluding, that to-morrow fhall be as, this 
day, next year as this, and much more abundant. Note, Be- 


caufe man knows not his time, his time of gathering when he © 


has it, therefore Ais wivfery is great upon tim when the fpend- 
(3-) See how early God 
put a difference-between the Egyptians and the Ifraelites, as 
afterwards in the plagues, Exod. viii. 22. and ix. 4, 26. and 
x. 23. Jacob and his family, though ftrangers, were plenti- 
fully fed on free coft, while the Egyptians were dying for 
want. See Ha. lxv. 13. My fervanty /fball eat, but ye 
JSoall be hungry. Wappy art thou, O Ifrael. Whoever want, 
God’s children fhall not, Pfal. xxxiv. ro. 

Secondly, The price they were come up to, for their fupply 
in this exigence. {{1.] They parted with a// their money, 
which they had hoarded up, ver. 14. Silver and gold would 
not feed them, they muft have corn. All the money of the 
kingdom was by this means brought into the exchequer. . [2.] 
When. the money failed, they parted with all their cattle ; 
thofe for labour, as the horfes and affes ; and thofe for food, 
as the ylocks and the herds, ver. 17. 
that we may better live upon bread without flefh, than upon 
fiefh without bread. We may fuppofe they parted the more 
eafily with their cattle, becaufe they had little or no prafs for 
them ; and now Pharaoh faw in reality what he had before 
feen in vifion, nothing but /ean kine.. [3.] When they had 
fold their ftocks off their land, it was eafy to perfuade them- 
felves (rather than ftarve) to fell their /azd tooy for what 
good will that do them, when they had neither corn to fow 
it, nor cattle to eat it? that therefore was their next bargain 
for corn. [4.] When their land was fold, fo that they had 
nothing to live on, they muft of courfe fell themfelves, that 
they might live purely upon their labour, and hold their lands 
by the bafe tenure of villainage, at the courtefy of the crown. 
Note, Skin for fein and all that a man bath, even liberty and 
property, (thofe darling twins,) we// he give for his life, for 
that is fweet. There are few (though perhaps there are 


fome) who would even dare to die rather than live in flavery 
and dependance on arbitrary power: And perhaps there. are . 


thofe, 


Parents and children muft be content to | 


There was zo bread, — 


By this it fhould feem, - 


xsi 


“Chap. XLVII. 


- thofe, who, in that cafe, could die by the fword, in a heat, 
that yet could not Geliberatély die by famine, which is much 
worfe, ham. iv. 9. Now, it was a great mercy to the Egyp- 
tians, that in this diftrefs they could have corn at any rate: If 
they had all died for hunger, theit lands perhaps would have 
efcheated to the crown of courfe for want of heirs; they there- 
fore refolved to make the b:/? of bad. : 
‘Thirdly, The method which Jofeph took £6 accommodate 
the matter between prince and people, fo that the prince might 
have his juft advantage, and yet the people not be quite ruined. 
{1t.] For their lands, he needed not come to any bargain 
with them while the years of famine lafted; but when thefe 
ayere over (for God will not contend for ever, nor all he be 
always wroth) he came-to an agreement, which it feems both 
fides were pleafed with, That the people fhould occupy and 
enjoy the lands as he thought fit to aflign them, and fhould 
have feed to fow them with out of the king’s ftores, to their 
own proper ufe and behoof, yielding and paying only a fifth 
part of the yearly profits as a chief rent to the crown. This~ 
. became a flanding law, ver. 26. And it was a very good 
bargain to have food for their lands, when otherwife they and 
theirs'muft have ftarved; and then to have their lands again 
upon fuch eafy terms. Note, Thofe minifters of {tate are wor- 
thy of double honour, both for wifdom and integrity, that 
_ keep the balance even between prince and people; fo that li- 
berty and property may not intrench upon prerogative, nor the 
prerogative bear hard upon liberty and property: In the mul- 
titude of fuch counfellors there is fafety. If afterwards the 
Egyptians thought it hard to pay fo great a duty to the king 
out of their lands, they muft remember, not only how jut, but 
how kind the firft impofing of it was. They might thankfully 
pay a fifth where all was due. It is obfervable how faithful 
Jofeph was to him that appointed him. He did not put the 
money into his own pocket, nov éntail their lands upon his 
own family ; but converted both entirely tog Pharaoh’s ufe : 
And therefore we do not find that his pofterity went out of 
Egypt any richer than the reft of their poor brethren. Thofe 
in public trufts, if they raife great eftates, muft take heed that 
‘it be not at the expence of a good confcience, which is much 
more valuable. [2.] For their perfons: He removed them 
to cities, ver. 21.. He tranfplanted them, to fhew Pharaoh’s 
fovereign power over them, and that they might in time forget 
their titles to their lands, and be the eafier reconciled to their 
new condition of fervitude. The Jewifh writers fay he remo- 
ved them thus from their former habitations, becaufe they re- 


proached his brethren as ftrangers ; to filence which reproach, | 


they were all made in effect ftrangers. See what changes a 
little time may make with a people; and how foon God can 
empty thofe from veffel to veffel who were fettled upon their 
fees. How hard foever this feems to have been upon them, 
. -they themfelves were at this time fenfible of it as a very great 
_kindnefs, and were thankful they were not worfe ufed, ver. 25. 
Thou haff faved our hive:. Note, There is good reafon that 
the Saviour of our lives fhould- be the Mafter of our lives. 
Thou halt /aved-us, do what thou wilt with us. ~ 
Fourthly, The refervation he made in favour of the priefts. 
They were maintained on free colt, fo that they needed not to 
fell their lands, ver. 22. 4// people wri! thus walk in the name 
of their God: They will be kind to thofe that attend the pub- 
lic fervice of their God, and that minifter to them in holy 
things; and we fhould in like manner honour our God by e- 
teeming his minifters highly in love for their work’s fake, 


27 Y And Ifrael dwelt in the land of Egypt 
‘in the country of Gothen ; and they had pof- 
* feffions therein, and grew, and multiplied ex- 


Vou. I. 


Gem & $ 4b s: 


drew nigh that Ifrael muft die. 
_ that had power over the angel and prevailed, yet mult pse/d to / 
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ceedingly. 28 And Jacob lived in the land of 
Egypt feventeen years: fo the whole. age of 
Jacob was an hundred forty and feven years. 
29 And the time drew nigh that Ifrael muft 


- die: and he called his fon Jofeph, and faid un- 


to him, If now I have found grace in thy fight, - 
put, I pray thee, thy hand under ‘my thigh, 
and deal kindly and truly with me; bury me 

not, I pray thee, in Egypt.. 30 But I will lie 

with my fathers, and thou fhalt carry me out 

of Egypt, and bury me in their barying-place.. 
And he faid, I will do as thou haft faid. 31 

And he faid; Swear unto me: and he fware un- 

tohim. And*Ifrael bowed himfelf upon the 

bed’s head. 


Obferve, [1.] The comfort Jacob lived in, ver. 247,:28. 
While the Egyptians were irpoverifhed in their own land, 
Jacob was replenifhed in a ftrange land. He lived feventeea 
years after he came into Egypt, far beyond his own expecta- 
tion: Seventeen years he had nourifhed Jofeph, for fo old he 
was when he was fold from him, (chap. xxxvil. 2.);-and 
now, by way of requital, feventeen years Jofeph wour/hed him. 
Obferve how kindly Providence ordered jacob’s affairs ; that 
when he was old, and leaft able to bear care and fatigue, he 
had leaft-occafion for it, being well provided for by his fon, 
without his own forecaft. Thus God confiders the frame of 
his people. , 

[2.] The care Jacob died in. At laft (ver. 29.) the time 
Ifrael, a prince with God, 


death. ‘There is no remedy, he muff die. It is appointed for: 
all men, therefore for him ; and ‘here 1s no difcharge tn that 
war. Jofeph fupplied him with bread, that he might not die 
by famine ; but that did not fecure him from dying by age or 
ficknefs. He died by degrees; his candle was not blown out, 
but gradually burnt down to the focket, fo that he faw at fome 
diftance the time drawing nigh. Note, It is an improveable 
advantage to fee the approach of death, before we feel its ar- 
refts, that we may be quickened to do what our hand finds 
to do with all our might: However, it'is not far from any of 
us. Now Jacob’s care, as he faw the day approaching, was 
about his burial ; not the pomp of it, he was no way folicitous 
about that, but the p/zce of it. 4 

r. He would be buried in Canaan ; not in a humour, be- 
caufe Canaan was the land of his nativity ; but.in faith, becaufe © 


. it was the land of promife, which he defired thus as it were to 


keep pofleflion of till the time fhould come when his pofterity 
fhould be mafters of it; and becaufe it was a type of heaven, 
that better country, which he that faid thefe things declared 
plainly that he was in expeétation of, Heb. xi. 14. | He aim- 
ed at a good land, which would be his reft and blifs on the o 
ther fide death. 

2. He would have Jofeph fworn to bring him thither to be 
buried, ver, 29, 31.3 that Jofeph being under foch a folema 
obligation to do it, might have*that to anfwer to the objections 
which ovherwife might have been made again{t it; and for the 
greater fatisfaction of Jacob,. now in his dying minutes. No- 
thing will better help to make a ‘death-bed eafy, than the -cer- 
tain profpect of a reft in Canaan after death. 

3. When this was done, //raec/ bowed him/elf upon the 
bed’s head: Yieldmg himfelf, as it were, to the flroke of 
death ; now let it come, and it fhall be welcome: Or worfhip- 
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ping God as it is explained, Heb. xi. 21.5 giving God thanks 
for all his favours, and particularly for this, That Jofeph was 
ready not only to put his hand upon his eyes to clofe them, 
but under his thigh to give him the fatisfaétion he defired con- 
cerning his burial. ‘Thus they that go down to the duff fhould 
with humble thankfulnefs bow before God, the God of their 
mercies, Pfal. xxii. 29. is PE 


CHAP. XLVI. 


~ The time drawing nigh that Ifrael muft die, having inthe © 


ormer caster given order about his burial, in this he 
g 


takes leave of his grandchildren by Fofeph, and in the next 


of all bis children. Thus Facob’s dying words are record- 
ed, becaufe he then fpeaks by a fpirit of prophecy: Abra- 
ham’s and Ifaac’s are not. j 


death-beds. The Spirit, like the wind, blows where tt 
hifteth. In this chapter, \. Fofeph hearing of his father’s 
ficknefs, goes to vifit him, and takes his two fons with him, 
yer. I, 2. 
takes them for his own, ver. 3,—7. ILI. He bleffeth 
them, ver. 8,—16. IV. He explains and juftifies the crof- 
Jing of his bands in bleffing them, ver. 17,—20. V. He 
leaves a particular legacy to Fofeph, ver. 21,22. 


ND it came to pafs after thefe things, that 
one told Joleph, Behold, thy father zs fick: 


Ga k & € ES 


God's gifts and graces fhine 
forth much more in fome faints than in others upon their |- 


Il. Facob folemnly adopts his two fons, ‘and | 


and he took with him his two fons, Manaffeh | 


and Ephraim. 


2 And one told Jacob, and faid, 


Behold, thy fon Jofeph cometh unto thee: and | 


Ifrael ftrengthened himfelf, and fat upon the 
bed. 3 And Jacob faid unto Jofeph, God Al- 


mighty appeared unto me at Luz in the land > 


of Canaan, and bleffed me, 4 And faid unto me, 


Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and multiply | 


“thee, and I will'make of thee a multitude of. 


people, and will give this land to thy feed after 
thee, for an everlafting pofieffion. 5 @f And 
now thy two fons, Ephraim and Manaffeh, 
which were born unto thee in the land of E- 
gypt, before I came unto thee into Egypt, are 
mine: as Reuben and Simeon, they {hall be 
mine. 6 And thy iffue which thou begetteft 
after them, fhall be thine, and fhall be called 
after.the name of their brethren in their inhe- 
ritance. 7 And as for me, when § came from 
Padan, Rachel died by me in the land of Ca- 
naan, in the way, when yet there was buta 
little way to come unto Ephrath: and I buried 


her there in the way of Ephrath, the fame is 


Beth-lehem. 


Here, Fir/, Jofeph, upon notice of his father’s illnefs, goes 
to fee him: Thoyh a man of honour and bufinefs, yet he 


will not fal to fhew this due refpect to his aged father, ver. 1. — 


Vifiting the fick, to whom we lie under obligations, or may 
have opportunity of doing good either for body or foul, is our 
duty. The fick-bed is a proper place both for giving comfort 
and counfel to others, and receiving inftruction ourfelves. Jo- 


feph took his two fons with him, that they might receive their » 


dying grandfather’s blefling; and that what they might fee in 
* him, and hear from him, might make an abiding impreflon up- 


| felves, but for their children. 


“Heb. xi. 21. 


“Chap. XLVHL. 


oa them. Note, (1.) It is good to acquaint young people 
that are coming into the world with the aged fervants of God 
that are going out of it, whofe dying teftimony to the goodnefs 
of God and the pleafantnefs of wifdom’s ways may be a great 
encouragement to the rifing generation. Manaffeh and Eph- 
raim (1 dare fay) would never forget what pafled at this time: - 
(2.) Pious parents are defirous of a blefling, not only for them- 
O that they may live before 
God! Jofeph had been, above all his brethren, kind to his fa- 
ther; and therefore had reafon to expect particular favour from 
him. . 
Secondly, Jacob, upon notice of his fon’s vifit, prepared him- 
felf, as “well as he could, to entertain him, ver. 2. He did 
what he could to rouze his fpirits, and to ir up the gift that 
was tn him; what jittle was left of bodily ftrength, he put it 
forth to the utmoft, and /at upon the bed. Note, It is very 
good for fick and. aged people to be as lively and cheerful as 
they can, that they may not faint in the day of adverfity. 
Strengthen thyfelf, as Jacob here, and God. will ftrengthen 
thee ; hearten thyfelf, and help thyfelf, and God will help and. 
hearten thee. Let the {pirit fuftain the infirmity. 

Thirdly, In recompenfe to Jofeph for all his refpeéts to 
him he adopted his two fons. In this charter of adoption, 
there is, ‘ 

[1.] A particular recital of God’s promife to him, to which 
this had reference: God bleffed me, ver. 3.3; and let that blef- 
fing be entailed upon them. God had promifed him two 


‘things; a numerous iffue, and Canaan for an inheritance, ver. 


4.: And Jofeph’s fons, purfuant hereunto, fhould éach of 
them multiply into a tribe, and each of them have a diftiné& 
lot in Canaan, equal with Jacob’s own fons. See how he 
bleffed them by fazth in that which God had faid to him, 
Note, In all our prayers, both for ourfelves 
and for our children, we ought to have a particulas eye to, and 
remembrance of, God’s promifes to us. 
{(2.] An exprefs reception of Jofeph’s fons into his family: 
Thy two fons are ‘mine, ver. 5.; not only my grandchildren, 
but as my own children. ‘Though they were born in Egypt, 
and their father then /eparated from his brethren, which might 


feem to have cut them off from the heritage of the Lord ; yet 


Jacob takes them in, and owns them for vifible church-mem-, 
bers. He explains it, ver, 16. Let my name be'named upon 
them, and the name of my fathers: q. d. ** Let them not 
fucceed their father in his power and grandeur here in Egypt ; 
but let them fucceed me in the inheritance of the promife made 
to Abraham ;”? which Jacob looked upon as much more valu- 
able and honourable, and would have them to prize-and covet 
it accordingly. ‘Thus the aged dying patriarch teaches thefe 
young gentlemen, now they were come to age, (being about 
21 years old,) not to look upon Egypt as their home, nor to 
incorporate thernfelves with the Egyptians; but to take their 
lot with the people of God, as Mofes after, in the like temp- 
tation, Heb. xi. 24, 25,26. And becaufe it would be a piece 


. of felf-denial in them, who ftood fo fair for preferment in E- 


gypt, to adhere to the defpifed Hebrews ; to encourage them, 
he conftitutes each of them the head of a tribe. Note, Thofe 
are worthy of double honour, who, through God’s grace, break 
through the temptations of wordly wealth and préeferment, to 
embrace religion in difgrace and poverty. © Jacob will have 
Ephraim and Manaffeh to believe, that it is better to be low 
and 7m the church, than high and out of it; to be called by the 
name of poor Jacob, better than to be called by the name of - 
rich Jofeph. tate 
[3.] A provifo inferted concerning his children he might » 
afterwards have, ‘That they fhould not be accounted heads of 
tribes, as Ephraim and’ Manaffeh were, but fhould fall in with 
either 


“Chap. XLVIL 


either the one or the other of their brethren, ver. 6. It doth 

not appear that Jofeph had any more children; however, it 
was Jacob’s prudence to give this direftion, for thepreventing 
of conteft and, mifmanagement. Note, In making fettlements, 

At is good to take advice, and to provide for what #ay happen, 
while we cannot forefee what we// happen. Our prudence 
mut attend God's providence. 

_ -[4.] Mention is made of the death and burial of Rachel, 
Jofeph’s mother, and Jacob’s beft beloved wife, ver. 7.3 re- 
ferring to that ftory, Gen. xxxv. 19. Nete, (1.) When we 
come to die ourfelves, it is good to call to mind the death of 
our dear relations and friends that are gone before us, to make 
death and the grave the more familiar to us. See Numb. 
xxvii. 13. | Thofe that were to us as our own fouls, are dead 
arid buried ; and fhall we think much to follow them in the 
fame path? (2.) The removal of dear relations from usis an 
affliftion, the remembrance of which cannot but abide with us 
a great while. Strong affetions in the enjoyment, caufe long 
afflictions in the lofs. 


8 And Hrael beheld Jofeph’s fons, and faid, 
Who are thefe?. g And Jofeph faid unto his 
father, They are my fons, whom God hath gi- 
ven me in this place: and he faid, Bring them, 
I pray thee, unto me, and I will blefs them. 

_10 (Now. the eyes of Ifrael were dim for age, /o 
that he could not fee:) and he brought them 
near unto him; and he kiffed them, and em- 
braced them. r11 And Ifrael faid unto Jofeph, 
I had not thought to fee thy face: and lo, God 
hath fhewed me alfo thy feed. 12 And Jofeph 
brought them out from between his knees, and 
he bowed himfelf with his face to the earth. 
13 And Jofeph took them both, Ephraim in his 
right-hand towards Ifrael’s left-hand, and Ma- 
nafleh in his left-hand towards Ifrael’s right- 
hand, and brought zjem near unto him. 14 
And Ifrael ftretched out his right-hand, and laid 
it upon Ephraim’s head, who was the younger, 
and his left-hand upon Manafleh’s head: gui- 
ding his hands wittingly ; for Manaffeh was 
the firft-born. 15 4 And he bleffed Jofeph, 
and faid, God, before whom my fathers Abra- 
ham and Ifaac did walk, the God which fed me 
all my life long unto this day, 16 The Angel 
which redeemed me from all evil, blefs the lads; 
and let my name be named on them, and the 
name of my fathers Abraham and Lfaac: and 
let them grow into a multitude in the midft of 
the earth. 17 And when Jofeph faw that his 
father laid his right-hand upon the head of Eph- 
raim, it difpleafed him: and he held up his, fa- 
ther’s hand, to remove it from Ephraim’s head 

_ unto Manaffeh’s head. 18 And Jofeph faid un- 

to his father, Not fo, my father: for this 7s the 
firft-born ; put thy right-hand upon his. head. 
x9 And his father refufed, and faid, I know it 


~my fon, 1 know i; he alfo fhall become a peo-. 


a ap Teese Te 8. 


- raim before Manafieh. 
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. ple, and he alfo fhall be great: but truly his > 
| younger brother fhall be greater than he, and 
his feed fhall become a multitude of nations. 


20. And he bleffed them that day, faying, In 
thee fhall Ifrael blefs, faying, God make thee as 
Ephraim, and as Manafleh: and he fet Eph- 
ar And Ifrael faid unto 
Jofeph, Behold, I die; but God fhall be with 
you, and bring you again unto the land of your 


| fathers. 22 Moreover, I have given to thee one 


portion above thy brethren, which I took out of 
the hand of the Amorite with my {word and - 


| with my bow. 


Here is, Fir, ‘The blefing wherewith Jacob blefled the twe 
fons of Jofeph ; which is the more remarkable, becaufe the a- 
poftle makes fuch particular mention of it, Heb. xi, 21. when 
he faith nothing of Jacob’s bleffing which he pronounced on 
the reft of his fons, though that alfo was done in faith. Ob- 


- ferve here, 


(1.) That Jacob was blind for age, ver. 10. It is one of 
the common infirmities of old age, Thcy that look out at the 
windows are darkened, Eccl. xii. 3. It is folly to wale im 
the fight of our eyes, and to fuffer our hearts to go after thent, 
while we know death will fhortly c/ofe them, and we do not 
know but fome accident between and death may darken them. 
Jacob, like his father before him, when he was old, was dim- 
Jfagbted, Note, 1. Thofe that have the honour of age, muft 
therewith be content to take the burden of it. 2. The eye of 
faith may be very clear, even then when the eye of the body 
is very much clouded. te . 

(2.) That Jacob was very fond of Jofeph’s fons. He kiffed 
them, and embraced them, ver. 10, It is common for old 
people to have a very particular affection for thetr grandchil- 
dren, perhaps more than they had for their own when they 
were little; which Solomon gives a reafon for, Prov. xvii. 6. 
Childrens children are the crown of old men: With whata 
fatisfation doth Jacob fay it here, ver. 11. I had not thoughe 
to fee thy face, (having many years given him up for loft,) 
and lo, God hath fhewed me alfo thy feed. See here, 1. How 
thefe two good men. owned God in their comforts. Jofeph 
faith, (ver. 9.) They are my fons, whom God has given me; 
and to magnify the favour, he adds, in thrs place of my banifh- 
ment, flavery, and imprifonment. Jacob faith here, God hath 
Jhewed me thy feed. Our comforts are then doubly fweet to 
us when we fee them coming from God’s hand. 2. How of- 
ten God in his merciful providences out-does onr.expe@ations, 
which greatly magnifies his favours. He not only prevents 
our fears, but exceeds our hopes. We may apply this to thé 
promfe which is made to us and to our children; We could 
not have thought that we fhould have been taken into covenant 
with God ourfelves; confidering how guilty and corrupt we 
are; and yet, lo he has fhewed us our feed alfo in covenant 
with him. ; 

(3-) That before he entails his blefling, he recounts his ex- 
perience of God’s goodnefs to him. He had {poken (ver. 3.) 
of God’s appearing to him. he particular vifits of his grace 
and the {pecial communion we have fometimes had with him, 
ought never to be forgotten: But, (ver. 15. 16.) he naentions: 
the conftant care which the Divine Providence had taken of 
him all his days. 1/7, He had fed 4un all bis life long unio 
this dag ver. 15. Note, As long as we have lived in this 
world, we have had continual experience of God's goodnefs 
to us in providing for the fupport of our natural life. Our boe 
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dies have called for daily food, and no little has gone to. feed 
us, yet we have never wanted food convenient. He that has 
fed us all our Hife long, farely will not fail us at lat. 2d/y, 
He had by-his Angel redeemed him from all evil, ver. 16. 
A great deal of hardfhip he had known in his time, but God 
had gracioufly kept him from the evil of his troubles. Now 
he was dying, he looked upon himfelf as redeemed from a/l 
evel, and bidding an everlafting farewell to fin and forrow. 
Chrift, the Angel of the covenant, is he that redeems us from 
all evil, 2 Tim. iv. 18. Note, r. It becomes the fervants of 
God, when they-are Old and dying, to witnefs for our God 
that they’have found him gracious. 2. Our experiences of 
God’s goodnefs to us are improveable both for the encourage- 
ment of others to ferve God, and for encouragement to us in 
blefling them and praying for them. : 

(4.) That when he confers the blefling and name of Abra- 
ham and [faac upon them, he recommends the pattern and ex- 
ample of Abraham and Haac to them, ver.15. He calls God, 

The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Ifaac walk- 
ed; i. e. in whom they believed, whom they obferved and o- 
beyed, and with whom.they kept up communion. in inftituted 
ordinances, according to the condition of the covenant, Walk 
before me, Gén. xvii. 1. Note, 1. Thofe that would inherit 
the blefling of their godly anceftors, and have the benefit of 
God’s covenant with them, mutt tread in the fteps of their piety. 
2. It fhould recommend religion and the fervice of God to us, 
that God was the God of our fathers, and they had fatisfac- 
tion in walking before him. 

(5.)-That in blefling them, he crofféd hands. _Jofeph pla- 
ced them fovas that Jacob’s right-hand fhould be put on the. 
head of Manafleh the eldeft, ver. 12, 13. 5 but Jacob-would 
put it on the head of Ephraim. the youngelt, ver..14, This dift 
pleafed Jofeph, who was willing to fupport the reputation of 
his firft-born, and would therefore have removed his father’s 
hand, ver. 17, 18.:. But Jacob gave him. to .under{tand that he 
knew what he did; and that he did it neither by miftake; nor 


in a humour, nor from.a partial affe€tion to one more than the _ 


other ; but from a fpirit of prophecy, and in compliance with 
the divine’ counfels: Manaffeh fhould be greas, but truly E- 
phraim fhould be greater. When the tribes were muttered in 
the wildernefs, Ephraim: was more numerous than Manaffeh, 
and had the ftandard of that {quadron, Numb. i. 32, 33, 3°. 
and i. 18, 20.; and is named firft, Pfal. Ixxx. 2. Jofhua was 
of that tribe; fo was Jeroboam. The tribe of Manafleh was 
divided, one half on one fide Jordan, the other half on the o- 
ther fide, which made itthe lefs powerful and confiderable. In 
the forefight of this, Jacob croffed hands. Note, 1. God, in 
beftowing his bleflings upon his people, gives more to fome than 
to others; more gifts, graces, and comforts, and more of the 
‘ good things of this life. 2. He often gives moft to thofe that 
are leaft likely. He chufrih the weak things of the world; 
raifeth the poor out of the duft. Grace obferves:not the order 
of nature, nor doth God prefer thofe whom we think fitteft to 
be preferred, ‘but as-it plec/eth him. It is obfervable how of- 
ten God, by the diftinguifhing favours. of his covenant, advan- 
ced the younger above the elder: Abel above Cain; Shem a- 
bove Japheth; Abraham above Nahor and Haran; Ifaac a- 
boye Ifhmael; Jacob. above Efau; Judah and Jofeph were 


preferred before Reuben; Mofes before Aaron; Dayid before © 


his elder brethren, and Solomon after him. See x Sam. xvi. 
7. He tied the Jews to obferve the birth-right, Deut, xxi. 
17.3 but he never tied himfelf to obferve it. Some make this 
typical of the preference-given to the Gentiles above the Jews: 
The. Gentile converts were much more numerous than thofe 
of the Jews. 


> Jews. See Gal. iy. 27. Thus free grace. becomes 
more ilultrious, : 
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-defiledft thou it: he went up to my.couch. 
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Secondly, The particular tokens of his favour to Jofeph, __ 
[1.] He left with him the promife of their return out of E- 
gypt, as a facred truft, ver. 21. [ die; bur God fhall be with 


you, and bring you again: Accordingly Jofeph, when he died, _ _ 


left it with his brethren, chap. I; 24. This aflurance was gi-> 
ven them, and carefully preferved among them, that they might 

neither love Egypt too much when it favoured them, nor fear 

it too much when it frowned upon them, 'Fhefe words of Ja- 

cob furnifh us with comfort, in reference to the death of our 

friends: They die. But, (1.) God fhall be with us, and his 

gracious prefencg is fufficient to make up the lofs. They leave 

us, but he will never far/ us. (2.) He will driag us to the | 
land of our fathers, the heavenly Canaan, whither our godly 

fathers are gone before uss ' If God be with us while we {tay 

behind in this world, .and’ will receive us fhortly to be with’ 

them that are gone before to a better world, we ought not to 

forrow as thofe that have no hope. 

[2.] He beftowed one portion upon him above his brethren, 
ver. 22. The lands bequeathed are defcribed to be thofe whichr 
he took out of the band of.the Armorite with bis word and: 
with bis bow. He purchafed them firft, Jofh. xxiv. 32. and: 
it feems was afterwards diffeized of them by the Amorites, but 
retook them by the {word repelling force by force, and recovers 
ing his right by violeace, when he could not otherwife recover. 
it. \Thefe lands he fettled upon Jofeph: mention is made of 
this grant, John iv. 5.  Paurfuant to it, this parcel of ground - 
was given to the tribe of Ephraim as their right, and the lot, 
was never ca{t upon it; and in it Jofeph’s bones were buried, 
which perhaps. Jacob had an eye to as much as to any thing 
in-this fettlement. Note, It may fometimes be both juft and 
prudent to give fome children portions above the reft: But a 
grave is that which we can moft count upon as our own in this 
earth. 


Cok AP ott Mel Oxs ) 

This chapter isa prophecy: The tikef? io it we have yet met~ 
with was that of Noah, Gen. ix. 25. “Jacob is here upon 
his death-bed, making his will: He put-it off till now, 
becaufe dying mens words ufe to make deep impreffiuns, 
and to be remembered long: What he faid here he could 
not. fay when he would, but as the Spirit gave him utter- 
ance, who chofe this ttme, that divine firength might be 
perfected in bis weakne/s. The twelve fons of Jacob were 
an their day men of renown but the twelve tribes of Irael 
which defccnded, and were denomjnated from them, were 
much more renowned: We find their names upon the gates 
of the New Ferufalem, Rev, xxi. 12. In the profped of 
which, their dying father faith fomething remarkable of 
each fan, or of the tribe that bore his name. Here is, 1. 
The preface, ver. 1,2. II. The prediction concerning 
each. tribe, ver. 3,—28. ILI. The charge repeated con- 
cerning his burial, ver. 29,—32, 1V. His death, ver. 33. 


. 2 Bi Jacob: called unto his fons, and faid; 


Gather yourfelves together, that I may tell 
you that which fhall befal you in the laft days. 
2 Gather yourfelves together, and hear,-ye fons 
of Jacob ; and hearken unto Ifrael your father. - 
3 § Reuben, thou art my firft-born, my might, 
and the beginning of my ftrength, the excel. 
lency of dignity, and the excellency of power. 


.4 Unftable as water, thou fhalt not excel, be- 


caufe thou wenteft up to thy father’s bed: then 


Here,... 


_ Chap. XLIX. 


Here is, Firft, The preface to the prophecy; in which, : 


C1.) The congregation is called together, ver. 1, 2. Gather 
yourfelves together’ Let them all be fent for from their feve- 
ral employments, to fee their father die, and to hear his dying 
words. It was a comfort to Jacob, now he was dying, to fee 
all his children about him, and none mifling, though he had 
fometimes thought himfelf bereaved: It was of ufe to them to 
attend him in his laft-moments, that they might learn of him 
how to de, as well as how to ve: What he faid to each, he 
faid in the hearing of all the reft; for we may profit by the 
~ reproofs, counfels, and comforts, that are principally intended 
for others. His calling upon them once and again to gather 
together, intimated both a precept to them to unite in Jove, to 
. keep together, not to mingle with the Egyptians, not to for/ake 
the affembling of themfelves together ; and a predi&ion that 
they fhould not be feparated from each other, as Abraham’s 

Afon’s and Maac’s were, but fhould be incorporated; and all make 
one people. (2.) A general idea is given of the intended dif- 
courfe, ver. 1. That L may tell you that which hall befal you 
(not your perfons, but your pofterity) in the latter days; the 
prediiion of which would -be of ufe to thofe that came after 
them, for the confirming of their faith, and the guiding of their 
way, at their return to Canaan, and their fettlement there. We 
cannot tell our children what fhall befal them or their families 
in this world; but we can tel them from the word of God, 
what will befal them in the laft day of all, according as they 
carry themfelves in this world.. (3.) Attention is demanded, 
ver. 2. Hearken to Ifrael your-father: Let Ifrael, that has 
prevailed with God, prevail with you. Note, Children muft 
diligently hearken to what their godly parents fay, particularly 
when they are dying: Hear, ye children, the inftrudion of a 
father ; which carries with it both authority and, affection, 
Prov. iv. 1. ; 

' Secondly, The prophecy concerning Reuben: He begins 
with him, ver. 3, 4. He was the’firft-born ; but. by commit- 
ting uncleannefs with his father’s wife, to the great reproach 
of the family, which he ought to have been an ornament to, he 
forfeited the prerogatives of his birth-right ; and his dying fa- 
ther here folemnly degrades him, though he doth not difown 
or d:finherit him: He fhall have all the privileges of a fon, 
but not of a firft-born... We have reafon to think Reuben had 
repented of his fin, and it was pardoned; yet it was a necef- 
fary piece of juftice, in deteftation of the villany, and for warn- 
ing to others, to put this mark of difgrace upon him. Now, 
according to the method of degrading, [1.] Jacob here puts 
upon him the ornaments of the birth-right, ver. 3. that he and 

~ all his brethren might fee what he had furferted, and in that 
might fee the evil of the fin. As the firfl-born, he was his 
father’s joy, almoft his pride, being the beginning of bis 

Jirength, How welcome he was to his parents his name 
fpeaks, Reuben, See a fon. "To him belonged the excellency 
of “gnity above his brethren, and fome power over them. 
Chrift Jefus is the Fir/-born among many brethren, and to 
him of right belongs the moft excellent power and dignity: 
His church alfo, through him, is a church of firft-born. [2.] 
He then {trips him of thefe ornaments, ver. 4. lifts him up, 
that he may cait him down, by that one word, Tou /ba/t not 
excel ; a being thou fhalt have as a tribe, but not an excellen- 
cy : No judge, prophet, or prince, are found of that tribe, nor 
any perfon of renown; only Dathan and Abiram, who were 
noted for their impious rebellion againft Mofes. “That tribe, 
as not aiming to exce/, meanly chofe a {ettlement on the other 
fide Jordan. Reuben himfelf feems to have loft all that influ- 
ence upon his brethren which his birth-right_intitled him to ; 
for when he fpake unto them, they would not hear, chap. xli. 


22, Thofe that have not underftanding and {pirit to fupport © 
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-the honours and privileges of their birth, will foon loof them, 
and retain only the names of them. ‘lhe character taltened 
upon Reuben, for which he is laid under this mark of infamy, 
is, that he was unffable as water. (1.) His virtue was wa- 
Stable, he had not the government of himfelf and his own ap- 
petites: Sometimes he would be very regular and orderly, bnt 
at other times he had ftrange loofes. Note, Inftability is the 
ruin of mens excellency. Men do not ¢drive, becaufe they 
do not fix. (2.) His honour confequently was wnflable; it 
departed from him, vanifhed into {moke, and became as water 
JSpilt upon the ground, Note, Thofe that throw away their 
virtue, muft not expect to fave their reputation. Jacob charges 
him particularly with the fin for which he was thus difgraced, 
Thou wenteft up to thy father’s bed. It was forty years ago 
that he had been guilty of this fin, yet now it is remembered 
againft him. Note, As time will not of itfelf wear off the 
guilt of any fin from the confcience, fo there are fome fins 
which it will not wipe off the {tain of from the good name, 
efpecially feventh-commandment fins. Reuben’s' fin left an 
indelible mark of infamy upon his family; a,d:/bonour that 
was a wound not to be healed without a fcar, Prov. vi. 325 
33. Let us never do evil, and then we need not fear being 

told of it. : 


5 %-Simeon and Levi are brethren: inftru- 
ments of cruelty are in their habitations. 6O 
my foul, come not thou into their fecret ; un- 
to their aflembly, mine honour, be not thou, u. 
nited: for in their anger they flew a man, and 
in their felf-will they digged down a wall. 7 
Curfed be their anger, for it was fierce; and 
their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them 
in Jacob, and fcatter them in LIfrael. 


Thefe were next in age to Reuben; and they alfo had been 
a grief and fhame to Jacob, when they treacheronfly and bar- 
baroufly deftroyed the Shechemites, which he here remembers 
againft them. Children fhould be afraid of incurring their 
parents ju(t difpleafure, left they fare the worfe for it long’ af- 
ter, and, when they would zwherit the bleffing, be rejeded. 
Obferve, [1.] The character of Simeon and Levi: They were © 
brethren in difpofition, but unlike their father ; they were 
pafhionate and revengeful, fierce and wilful ; their /words, that 
fhould have been only weapons of defence, were (as the miar- 
gin reads it, ver. 5.) weapons of violence, to do wrong to o- 
thers, ngt to fave themfelves from wrong. Note, It is no new 
thing for the temper of children-to differ very much from that 
of their parents: We need not think it ftrange; it was fo in 
Jacob’s family.’ It is not in the power of parents, no, not by 
education, to form the difpofitions of their children: Jacob . 
bred his fons to every thing that was mild and quiet, and yet 
they proved to be thus furious. [2.] A proof of this in the 
murder of the Shechemites, which Jacob deeply refented, chap. - 
xXxiv. 39. and retained the refentment of. They zw a - 
man, Shechem himfelf, and many others; and to effect that, . 
they digged down a wall, broke the houfes to plunder them, . 
and muifder the inhabitants. Note, The beft governors can- - 
not always reftrain thofe under their charge from committing 
the worft villanies. And when two in a family are mifchie- 
‘vous, they commonly make one another fo much the worfe ; 
and it were wifdom to part them.. Simeon and Levi, it is’ 


probable, were moft aétive in the wrong done to Jofeph ; 


which fome think Jacob has here fome reference to, for iz 
their anger they would have flain that man. Obferve what a 
mifchieyous thing /e//-wi// is in ,young people; Simeon and 

"Levi 
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Levi would not be advifed by their aged and experienced fa- 
ther; no, they would be governed by their own pafhion rather) 
than by his prudence. Yourg people would’ better confult 
their cwn intercft if they would lefs indulge their own will. 
[3-] Jacob’s proteftation againft this barbarous a&@ of thetrs :: 
O my foul, come not thou into ther fecret. Hereby he pro- 
feffeth not only his abhorrence of fuch pradtices in general, but 
his innocency particularly in that matter. Perhaps he had 
been fufpected as under-hand aiding and abetting; he therefore 
thus folemnly expreffeth his deteftation of the fad, that he 
might not die under that fufpicion. Note, 1. Our-foul is our 
honour ; by its powers and faculties we are diftinguithed from, 
and dignified above, the beafts that perifh. 2. We ought 
from our hearts to deteft and abhor all fociety and confederacy 
with bloody and mifchievous men. We muft not be ambiti- 
ous of coming into herr /ecret, or knowing the depths of Sa- 
tan. [4.] His abhorrence of thofe brutifh lufts that led them 
to this wickednefs: Curfed be their anger. He doth not 
- curfe their perfons, but-their lufts. Note, (1.) Anger is the 
caufe and original of a great deal of fin, and expofeth us to 
thercurfe of God and his judgment, Mat. v. 23. (2.) We 
ought always, in the expreflions of our zeal, carefully to dif- 
tinguifh between the finner and the fin, fo as not to love or 
blefs the fin for the fake of the perfon, nor to hate or curfe 
the perfon for the fake of the fin. [5.] A token of difplea- 
fure which: he foretells their pofterity fhould lie under for this : 
i will divide them. The Levites were fcattered throughout 
all the tribes, and Simeon’s lot lay not together, and was fo 
{trait, that many of that tribe were forced to difperfe them- 
felves in queft of fettlements and fubfiftence. This curfe was 
afterwards turned into a blefling to the Levites ; but the Sime- 
onites, for Zimri’s fin, Num. xxv. had it bound on. Note, 
Shameful difperfions are the juft punifhment of finful unions 
~ and confederacies. 


8 Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren — 


fhall praife; thy hand /hall be in the neck of 
thine enemies: thy father’s children fhall bow 
down before thee. 9 Judah is a lion’s whelp ; 
from the prey, my fon, thou art gone up: he 
ftooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an 
old lion; who fhall roufe him up? 10 The fcep- 
tre fhall not depart from Judah, nor a law-gi- 
ver from between his feet, until Shiloh come, 
and unto him /pa// the gathering of the people 
be. 11 Bindimg his foal unto the vine, and his 
afles colt unto the choice vine; he wafhed his 
garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood 
of grapes. 12 His eyes /halt be red with wine, 
and his teeth white with milk. 


Glorious things are here faid of Judah. The mention of 
the crimes of the three eldeft of his fons had not fo put the 
dying patriarch out of humour, but that he had a bleffing ready 
for Judah, to whom bleflings belonged. Judah’s namesfignifies 

«sPraife; in allufion to which, he faith, Thow art he whom 
thy brethren fhall praife, ver. 8. God was praifed for him, 
(Gen. xxix. 35.) praifed by him, and praifed in him ; and 
therefore his brethren fhall praz/e him. Note, Thofe that are 
to God for a praife, fhall be the praife of their brethren. 

It is prophefied, hd That the tribe of Judah fhould be 
victorious and fucce 
thine enemies, "This was fulfilled in David, PfaJ. xviii, 40, 


sful in war: Thy hand in the neck of 


[2.] That it fhould be fuperior to the reft of the tribes 5 
‘pot only in itfelf more numerous and illuftrious, but having a 
dominion over them: Thy father’s children fhall bow down 
before thee.w Judah was the law-piver, Pfal. Ix.7. That 
tribe led the van through the wildérnefs, and in the conqueft 
of Canaan, Judg. i. 2. The prerogatives .of the birth-right 
which Reuben had forfeited, the excellency of dignity and 
power, were thus conferred upon’ Judah. 
thren fhall dow down before thee, and yet dhall prazfe thee ; 
reckoning themfelves happy in having fo wife and bold a com- 
mander. 
that have it, when it is not prudged and envied, but praifed 
and applauded, and cheerfully fubmitted to. [3.] That it 
fhould be a ftrong and couragious tribe, and fo qualified for 
command and conquelt, ver. 9. fudah 2s a lions wbelp. 


The lion is the king of beafts, the terror of the foreft when he 


roars: When he /ezes his prey, none can refift him; when 
he goes up from the prey, none dares purfue him, to revenge 
it. By this it is foretold that the tribe of Judah fhould be- 
come very formidable, and fhould not only obtain great vices 
tories, but fhould peaceably and quietly enjoy what was got 
by thofe victories ; that they fhould make war, not for wat’s 
fake, but for peace’s fake. Judah is compared, not to a lion ram- 
pant, always tearing, always raging, always ranging ; but toa 
lion couchant, enjoying the fatisfaction of his power and fuc- 
cefs, without creating vexation to others: This is to be truly 
great. [4.] That it fhould be the royal tribe, and the tribe 
from which the Mefliah the Prince fhall come, ver. 10. Fhe 
JSeeptre frall not depart from Yudakb tiil Shiloh come. Jacob 
here forefees and foretells, 1. That the {ceptre fhould come in- 
to the tribe of Judah; which was fulfilled in David, on whofe 
family the crown was entailed. 2. That Shiloh fhould be of 
this tribe: As feed, that Promifed Seed in whom the earth 
‘fhould be blefled : that peaceable profperous One; or, the Sa- 
wrour, (fo others tranflate it ;) he fhall come of Judah. Thus 
dying Jacob at a great diftance faw Chrift’s day, and it was 
his comfort and fupport on his death-bed. 3. That after the 


coming of the /cepire into the tribe of Judah, it fhould conti-. 
_ fue in that tribe, at leaft a government of their own, till the 


coming of the Meiliah ; in whom, as the King of the church, 
and the great High Prieft, it was fit that both the priefthood 
and the royalty fhould determine. Till the captwity, all along 
from David’s time, the fceptre was in Judah; and from thence 
governors of that tribe, or of the Levites that adhered to it, 
which was equivalent, till Judea became a province of the Ro- 
man empire, juft at the time of our Saviour’s birth, and was 
at that tune taxed as one of the provinces, Luke ii. 1.3 and 
at the time of his death, the Jews exprefsly owned, We have 
no king but Cafar. Hence it is undeniably inferred againft 
the Jews, that our Lord Jefus is he that fhould come; and 
we.are to look for no other; for Be came exaétly at the time 
appointed. Many excellent pens have been admirably well 
employed in explaining and illuftrating this famous prophecy 
of Chrift, [5.] That it fhould be a very fruitful tribe; efpe- 
cially that it fhould abound with mzz/k for babes, and wine to 
make glad the heart of rong men, ver. 11, 12. Vines fo 
commen in the hedge.rows, and fo ftrong, that they fhould tie 
their affes to them, and fo fruitful, that they fhould load their 
afles from them: Wine as plentiful as water, fo that the men 
of that tribe fhould be very healthful and lively, their eyes 
brifk and {parkling, their see white. Much of that which 
is here faid concerning Judah, is to be applied to our Lord 
Jefus. (1.) He is the Ruler of all his Father’s children, and 
the Conqueror of all his Father’s enemies; and he it is that is 
the pravfe ofall the faints. (2.) He is the Lion of the tribe 


of Judah, as he is called with reference.to this here, Rev. y. | 
pedi tocarhe yt RE 


¥ 


Chap. KL 


Obferve, Thy bre- - 


Note, Honour and ‘power is then a blefling to thofe — 


Chap. XLIX. - 


§. whothaving faoiled principalities and powers, went up a 
Conqueror, and couched ‘fo as none can ftir him up, when he 


fat down on the right-hand of theFatsers (3.) ‘To him be- | 


longs the feeprre ; he is the Law-giver ; and to him _/ball the 
gathering of the people be, as the defire of all nations, Hag. 


i. 7.; who being lifted up from the earth, fhould draw all | 
mes unto him, John xii. 32; and in whom the children of 


‘God that are /cattered abroad fhould meet as the centre of 
‘their unity, John xi. 52. (4.) In him there is plenty of all 
that which is nourifhing and refrefhing to the foul, and which 


_ maintains and cheers the Divine life in it; in him we may. 


have wine and mi/k, the riches of Judah’s tribe, wzthout 
money, and without price, Ifa. lv. 1. 


- £3 F Zebulun fhall dwell at the haven of the 
fea: and he /bal/ be for an haven of fhips; and 
his border /hali be unto Zidon. 14 {| [ffachar 
is a ftrong afs, couching down between two 
burdens: 15 And he faw that reft-was good, 
and the land that 7t was pleafant; and bowed 
his fhoulder to bear, and became a ervant un- 
to tribute.. 16 Y Dan fhall judge his people, as 
one of the tribes of Hfrael. 17 Dan fhall bea 
ferpent by the way, an adder in the path; that 
‘biteth the horfe heels, fo that his rider fhall fall 
backward. 18 I have waited for thy falvation, 
O Lorp. 19 § Gad, a troop fhall overcome 
him: but he fhall overcome at the laft. 20 Out 


of Afher his bread /ball be fat, and he ‘hall’ 


yield royal dainties. 21 9 Naphtali zs a hind 
let loofe: he giveth goodly words. 


Here we have Jacob’s prophecy concerning fix of his fons. - 


Firft, Concerning Zebulun; that his pofterity fhould have 
their Jot upon the fea-coaft, and fhould be merchants, and ma- 
‘riners, and traders at fea, ver. 13. This was fulfilled, wh 
200 or 300 years after, the land of Canaan was divided by 
lot, and the border of Zebulun went up towards the fea, }oth. 
xix. 11. Had they chofen their lot themfelves, or Jofhua 
appointed it, we might have fuppofed it done with. defign to 
make Jacob’s words good ; but being done Ay /es, it appears 


that that was divinely difpofed, and Jaeob divinely infpired. . 


Note, The lot of Ged’s providence exaftly agrees with the 


plan of God’s. counfel, like a true copy with the original. If . 


prophecy faith, Zebudim /hall be a haven of /bips, Providence 
will fo plant him. 
habitation. 
ourfelyes to our lot, and to improve it. If Zebulun dwell-at the 
haven of the fea, let him be for a haven of fhips. 

Secondly, Concerning Iffachar, ver. 14,15. (1.) That 
the men of that tribe fhould be {trong and_induftrious, fit for 
labour, and inclined to Jabour, particularly the toil of hufban- 
dry, like the a/* that pattently carries his burden, and by ufing 
himfelf to it makes it the eafier. Iffachar fubmitted to two 
burdens, tillage and tribute. It was a tribe that took pains ; 
and thriving thereby, was called upon for rents and taxes, (2.) 
That they fhould be encouraged in their labour, by the good- 
nefs of the land that fhould fall to their lot: 1/7, He-/aw that 


rep at home was good. Note, The labour of the hufbandmen _ 


is really re/#, in comparifon with that of. foldiers and feamen, 
whofe hurries'and perils are fuch, that thofe who tarry at 
home in the moft conftant fervice have no réafon to envy them. 


2dly, He faw that the land was pleajant; yielding not only | 


GENE SIs. 


Note, 1. God appointeth the bounds of aur - 
2. It is our wifdom and duty to accommodate © 
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pleafant profpeéts to charm the eye of the curious, but pleafant 
fruits te recompenfe his toils. - Many are the pleafures of a 
country life, abundantly fufficient to balance the inconventences 
of it, if we can but perfuade ourfelves to think fo. Iffachar, 
in profpect of advantage, Gowed hrs fhoulder to bear. Let 
us, with an éye of faith, fee the heavenly reft to be good, and 
that /end of promife to be p/ea/anr; and that will make our 
prefent fervices eafy, and encourage us to bow our fhoulder 
to them. ; prt 

Thirdly, Concerning Dan, ver. 16, 17. What is faid con- 
cerning Dan, has reference either, [1.] To that tribe in ge- 
neral: That though Dan was one of the fons of the concu- 
ines, yet he fhould be a tribe governed by judges of his own, 
as well as other tribes ; and fhould by art, and policy, and fur- 
prife, gain advantages againit his’ enemies, like a ferpent fud- 
‘denly biting the heel of the traveller. -Note, 1. In God’s fpi- 
ritual Ifrael there is no diftinétion made of bond or free, Col. 
ni. a1. Dan thall be incorporated by as good a charter as any 
of the other tribes. 2. Some, hike Dan, may excel in the fub- 
tilty of the ferpent, and others, like Judah, in the courage of | 
the lion; and both may do good fervice to the caufe of God 
againft the Canaanites. Or it may refer, [2.] To Sampfon, 
who was of that tribe, and judged Ifrac/, i. ¢. delivered them 
out of the hands of the Philiftines, not as the other judges by 
fighting them in the field, but by the vexations and annoyances 
he gave them wnder-hand, When he pulled the houfe down 
under the Philiftines that were upon the roof of it, he made 
the hor/e throw his rider. 

Thus was Jacob going on with his difcourfe; but now be- 
ing almoft fpeat with fpeaking, and ready to faint and die a. 
way, he relieves ‘himfelf with thofe words which come in as a 
parenthefis, ver. 18. . I have waited for thy falvation, O 
Lord; as thofe that are famting are helped by taking a {poon- 
ful of a cordial, or fmelling at a bottle. of fpirits: Or, if he 
mult break off here, and his breath: wilt not ferve him to finifh 
what he intended, with thefe words he pours out his foul into 
the 'bofom of his ‘God, and even breathes it out... Note, The 
pious ejaculations: of a’ warm and lively devotion, though fome 
times they may be zvcoherent, yet they are not‘therefore to be 
cenfured as zmpertinent; that may. be uttered affeGionately, 
which doth not come in methodically. . It is no. abfurdity 
when we are fpeaking to men, to. lift up our hearts to God. 
The falvation he warted for was, '(1.) Chrift, ‘the Promifed 
Seed, whom he had fpoken .of; ver.-10.3 ‘Now he was going 
to be gathered to lis people, he breathes after hin to whom 
the gathering of the people fhall.be.. (2.) Heaven,ithe better 
country, which he declared plainly that. he fought, Heb, xi. 
13, 14.\and continued /ceking now he was.in Egypt.» Now 
he is going to enjzy the falyation, he comforts himfelf with 
this, that he had wazied for the falvation. Note, 1. lt is 
the character of a diving faint, that he waits for the falvation 
of the Lord: Chrift, as our way to heaven, is ta be waited 
on; and heaven, as our reft in Chrift is to be waited for. 2. 
It is the comfort of a dying faint thus to have waited for the 
Salvation of the Lord, for then he fhall have what he has.been 
waiting for: Long looked for will come. 
| Fourthly, Concerning Gad, ver. 19. He alludes to his 
name, which fignifies a.roop; forefees the character of that 
tribe, that it fhould be a warlike tribeg* and fo we find,:1 Chr. 
xii, 8. the Gadites were men of war, fit for the battle. We 
forefees that the fituation of that tribe on the other fide Jordan 
would expofe it to the incurfions of its-neighbours, the Moab- 
ites and Ammonites; and that they might not be proyd of 
their-ftrength and valour, he-foretells that the troops of their 
enemies fhould, in many {kirmifhes, overcome them; yet, that 
they might not be difcouraged by their defeats, he affures them™ « 
that. 
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that they fhould overcome at the laf}; which was fulfilled 
when, in Saul’s time and David’s, the Moabites and Ammon- 
ites were wholly fubdued: See 1 Chr. vy. 18, dc. Note, 
The caufe of God and his people, though it may feem for a 
time to be baffled and run down, yet it will be victorious at 
Jaft. Vincimur in prelio, fed non in bello. Grace in the 
foul is often foiled in its conflicts. 


iffue come off a conqueror; yea, more than a conqueror, 
Rom. viii. 37. 

Fifihly, Concerning Afher, ver. 20. 
very rich tribe, replenithed not only with dread for neceflity, 
but with faine/s, with dainties, royal dainties, (for the king 
himfelf is ferved of the field, Eccl. vg.) and. thefe exported 
out of A/ber to other tribes, perhaps to other lands. Note, 
‘The God of nature has provided for us not only neceffaries 
but dazaties, that we might .call him a bountiful Benefactor 5 
yet whereas all places are competently furnifhed with necefla- 
ries, only fome places afford dainties. Corn is more common 
‘than fpices. Were the fupports of luxury as univerfal as the 


fupports of life, the world would be worfe than it is; and that | 


needs not. 


_ Stxihly, Concerning Naphtali, ver. 21.3 a tribe that carries 


flrugeles in its name: It fignifies wre//ing; and the blefling 
entailed upon it fignifies prevarling; it isa hind let foofe. 
Though we find not this prediétion fo fully anfwered in the 
-event as fome of the reft, yet no doubt it proved true that 
thofe of this tribe were, 1. As the /oving hind, (for that is 
cher epithet, Prov. v.19.) friendly and obliging to one ano- 
ther, and to other tribes ; their converfe remarkably é:ad and 
endearing. 2. As the /oofened hind, zealous for their liberty. 
3. As the fwift hind, Pfal. xviii. 33. quick in difpatch of bu- 
finefs. And perhaps, 4. As the tremb/ing hind, timorous in 
times of public danger. It is rare that thofe that are moft a- 
miable to their friends are moft formidable to their enemies. 
s- That they fhoyld be affable and courteous, their language 
sefined, and they complaifant, giving goodly words. Note, 
Among God’s Ifrael there is to be found a great variety of 
-difpofitions contrary :to each other, yet all contributing to the 
beauty and ftrength of the body; Judah like a Aon, Iffachar 
slike an a/s, Dan like a /erpent, Naphtali-like a bend. ~ Let not 
thofe of different tempers and gifts cenfure one another, or en- 
vy one another, no-more thén thofe of different ftatures and 
complexions. 


22 | Joleph is a fruitful bough, even a fruit- 


ful bough by a well; whofe branches run o- 
ver the wall.. 23 The archers have forely grie- 
ved him,.and fhot at bim, and hated him. 24 
But hisbow abode in ftrength, and the arms 
of his hands were made ftrong, by the hands of 
the mighty God of Jacob: from thence 7s the 
fhepherd, the ftone of Hrael. 25 Even by the 
God of thy father, who fhall help thee, and by 
the Almighty, who .fhall, blefs thee with blef- 
fings of heaven above, bleflings of the deep 
that lieth under, Bleflings of the breafts, and of 
the womb. 26 The bleffings of thy father 
have prevailed above the blefiings of my pro- 
genitors, unto the utmoft bound of the everlatt- 
ing hills; they fhall be on the head of Jofeph, 
nd on the crown of the head of him that was 
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Troops of corruption o- - 
vercome it; but the caufe is God’s, and grace will in the . 


That ie Mould bere? 


- do any thing unbecoming him. 


‘ / P, 


"Chap. XLIK 


feparate from his brethren. 27 {| Benjamin 
fhall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he fhall 
devour the prey, and at night he fhall divide 
the fpoil. , 
‘He clofes with the bleflings of his beft beloved fons, Jofeph 
and Benjamin ; with thefe he wilt breathe his laft. 3 
Fir, ‘The blefling of Jofeph, which is very large and full. 
He is compared, ver. 22. to a fruiful bough, or young tree 5 
for God had made him fruitful in the land of his affliction ; 
he owned it, chap. xli. 52. His two fons were as branches 
of a‘vine, or other fpreading plant, *unning over the wall. 
Note, God can make thofe fruitful, great comforts to them- 
felves and others, who have been looked upon as dry and wi- _ 
‘thered. More is recorded in the hiftory concerning Jofeph, 
than concerning any other of Jacob’s fons; and therefore 
what Jacob faith of him is hiftorical as well as prophetical. 
“Obferve, eS 
‘{1.] The providences of God concerning Jofeph, ver. 23, 
24. Thefe are mentioned to the glory of God, and for the 
encouragement of Jacob’s faith and hope, that God had blef- 
fings in ftore for his feed. Here is, (1.) Jofeph’s {traits and 
troubles, ver. 23. Though he now lived at eafe and in ho- 
four, Jacob minds him of the difficulties he had formerly wa- 
ded through. ‘He had had many enemies, here called archers, 
being fkilful to do mifchief, mafters of their art of perfecution : 
They hated him, there perfecution begins; they fhot their 
poifonous darts at him, and-thus they forely grieved him. 
His brethren in his father’s houfe were very {piteful towards 
him, mocked him, ftripped him, threatened him, fold him, 
thought they had been the death of him. His miftrefs in the 
houfe of Potiphar forely grzeved him, and _/bot at bum, when 


fhe imprudently folicited his chaftity: Temptations are fiery 


darts, thorns in the flefh, forely grievous to-gracious fouls. 
When fhe prevailed not in this, fhe Aated him, and /hot at 
him by her falfe accufations ; arrows which there is little fence 
again{t, but the hold God has in the confciences of the worft 
of men. Doubtlefs he had enemies in the court of Pharaoh, 
at envied his preferment, and fought to undermine him. (2.) 
ofeph’s flrength and fupport under all thefe troubles, ver. 24. 
is bow abode in frength, i. e. brs faith did not fail, but he 
kept his ground, and came off a conqueror. The arms of his 
hands were made firong; 1. e. His other graces did their 
part, his wifdom, courage, patience, which are better than wea- 
pons of war. In fhort, he maintained both his. integrity and 
his comfort through all his trials:-He bore all his burdens 
with an invincible refolution, and did not fink under them, nor 
(3-) The {pring and fountain 
of this ftrength : Tt was 4y the bands of the mighty God, who 
was therefore able to dtrengthen him; and the God of Jacob, 
a God in covenant with him, and therefore engaged to help 
him. ~ All our ftrength for the refilting of temptations, and 
the bearing of afliGions, comes from God: His grace is fuf 
ficient, and his flrength perfected in our weaknefs. (4.) The 
ftate of honour apd ufefulnefs he was advanced to after this: 
From thence, | this {trange method of Providence, he be» 
came the /hepherd and frone, the feeder and fupporter, of 
God’s /rael, Jacob and his family. Herein Jofeph was a 
type, I. Of Chrift: He was _/bot at and hated, but borne up 
under his fuflerings, Ifa. 1. 7,-9.3 and was afterwards advan- 
ced to be /hepberd and fone. 2. Of the church in’ general, 
and particular believers: Hell fhoots its arrows again{ft the 
faints ; but heaven proteéts and ftrengthens them, and. will 

crown them. Se ; 
[2.] The promifes of God to Jofeph: See how thefe are 
connected with the former, yer. 25. Even by the God of thy 
father 


Chap. XLIX. 


Sather Facoh who fhall help thee. Note, Our experiences 
of God’s power and goodnefs in ftrengthening us hitherto, are 
our encouragements ftill to hopé for he/p from him: He that 

~has helped us, will: We may build much upon our Eben- 
ezers. See what Jofeph may expeat from the Almighty, even 
the God of his father. (1.) He fhall be/p thee in difficul- 
ties and dangers which may yet be before"thee ; help thy feed 
in their wars. Jofhua came from him, who commanded in 
chief in the wats of Canaan. (2.) He fhall d/e/s thee ; and 
he only d/effeth indeed. Jacob prays for a blefling upon Jofeph, 
but the God of Jacob commands the bleffing. Obferve the 
bleffings conferred on Jofeph. 1. Various and abundant blef- 
fings: Bleflings of beaven above, rain in its feafon, and fair 
weather in its feafon, and the-benign influences of the heaven- 
ly bodies ; bleflings of the depth that fies under this earth, 
which, compared with the upper world, is but a great depth, 
or with fubterraneous mines and fprings. Spiritual bleflings 
are bleflings of beaven above, which we ought to defire and 
feek for in the firlt place, and to which we muft give the pre- 
ference ; whilft temporal bleffings, thofe of this earth, mult /e 
under in our account and efteem.  Bleflings of the womb and 
the breaffs are given, when children are fafely born and com- 
fortably nurfed.. In the word of God, by whichewe are born 
again and nouri/bed up, (1 Pet. i. 23. & ii. 2.) there are to 
the new man bleflings both of the womb and the dreaffs. 2. 
Eminent and tranfcendent bleffings, which prevail above the 
blefings of my progenitors, ver. 16. His father Ifaac had 
but ove blefling ; and when he had given that t6 Jacob, he was 
at a lofs for a blefling to beftow upon Efau: But Jacob had a 
bleffing for each of his twelve fons, and now at the latter end 
a copious one for Jofeph. The great blefling entailed upon 
that family was increa/e ; which did not immediately and fo 
fignally follow the bleflings which Abraham and Ifaac gave to 
their fons, as it,followed that which Jacob gave to his; for 
foon after his death they multiplied exceedingly. 3. Durable 
and extenfive bleflings: Unto the utmo/? bound of the everlafiing 
hills, including all the products of the moft fruitful hills, and 
lafting as long as they laft, Ifa. liv. 10. Note, The bleflings 
of the everlafting God include the riches of the everlaftin 
hills, and much more. Well, of thefe bleflings it is here {ai 
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~ did in the evening divide the fpoil as a preacher. 
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_ They fhall be, (fo it is a promife,) or Let them be, (fo it isa | 
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men of Gibeah, thofe men of Belial, Judg. xx. 14. Blefled 
Paul was of this tribe, Rom. xi. 1. Phil. itis 5.; and he did 
in the morning of his day devour ihe prey as a perfecutor, but 
Note, God 
can ferve his own purpofes by the different tempers of men ; 
the deceived and the deceiver are his. 


/ 28 All thefe are the twelve tribes of. Ifrael: 
and this is it that their father fpake unto them, 
and bleffed them; every one according to his 
blefling he blefled them. 29 And he charged 
them, and faid unto them, I am to be gathered 
unto my people: bury me with my fathers, in 
the cave that zs in the field of Ephron the Hit - 
tite, 30 In the cave that 7s in the field of Mach- 
pelah, which 7s before Mamre, in the land of 
Canaan, which Abraham bought, with the field 
of Ephron the Hittite, fora poffeffion of a bu- 
rying-place: 31 (There they buried Abraham 
and Sarah his wite; there they buried Ifaac, 
and Rebekah his wife; and there I buried Leah.) 
32 The purchafe of the field and of the cave 
that zs therein, was from the children of Heth. 
33 And when Jacob had made an end of com- 
manding his fons, he gathered up his feet into 
the bed, and yielded up the ghoft, and was ga- 
thered unto his people. . 

Here is, Fer, The fumming up of the bleflings of Jacob’s 
fons, ver. 28. ‘Though Reuben, Simeon, and Levi, were put 
under the marks of their father’s difpleafiure ; yet he is faid to 
blefs them, every one according to his bleffing ; for none of 
them were rejected, as Efan was. Note, ‘Whatever rebukes 
of God’s word or providence we are under at any time, yetas — 
long as we have an intereft in God’s covenant, a place and a 
name among his people, and good hopes of a fhare in the hea- 
venly Canaan, we muft account ourfelves le/ed. 

Secondly, The folemn charge Jacob gave them concefning 


prayer,) on the head of Yo/eph; to which let them be as a |\ his burial, which is a repetition of that he had before given to 


crown to adorn it, and a helmet to protect it. ,Jofeph was /e- 
- parated from his brethren (fo we read it) for a time; yet (as 
others read it) he was a Nazarite among his brethren, better 
and more excellent than they: Note, It is no new thing for 
the beft men to meet with the worft ufage ; for Nazarites a- 
mong their brethren to be caft out and feparated from their bre- 
thren ; but the blefling of God will make it up to them. 
Secondly, The blefling of Benjamin, ver. 27. He hall ra- 
wen as a wolf: It is plain by this, that Jacob was guided in 
what he faid by a fpirit of prophecy, and not by natural affec- 
tion, elfe he would have fpoken with more tendernefs of his 
beloved fon Benjamin; concerning whom, he only forefees 
and foretells this, That his pofterity fhould be a warlike tribe, 
_ftrong and daring; and that they fhould’ enrich themfelves 
with the f{poil of their enemies ; that they fhould be aétive and 
bufy in the world, and a tribe as much feared by their neigh- 
bours as any other: In the morning he foall devour the prey 
which he feized and divided over night. Or in the firft times 
of Ifrael they fhall be noted for adtiivity, though many of them 
left-banded, \udg. iii. 15, & xx.16. Ehud the fecond judge, 
and Saul the firft king, were of this tribe. And fo alfo in the laft 
times, Efther and Mordecai were of this tribe, by whom the 


enemies of the Jews.were deftroyed. The Benjamites raat 
the 


ed like wolves when they defperately cfpoufed the caufe of 
Vou. I. 


Jofeph: See how he fpeaks of death, now he is dying, ver. 29. 
Lam to be gathered unio my people. Note, It is good to re- 
prefent death to ourfelves as defirable as may be, that the ter- 
ror of it may be taken off. Though it feparate us from our 
children and our people in this world, it gathers us to our fa« 
thers and to our people in the other world. Perhaps Jacob 
ufeth this expreflion concerning death as a reafon why his fons 
fhould bary him in Canaan; for (faith he) I am to be gather- 
ed unto my people; my foul mutt be gone to the fpirits of juft 


- men made perfe&t; and therefore bury me with my fathers, 


Abraham and Ifaac, and theit wives, ver. 31. Obferve, 

[1.] His heart was very much upon it; not fo much from 
a natural affection to his native foil, as from a principle of faith 
in the promife of God,. that Canaan fhould be the inheritance 
of his feed in due time. ‘Thus he would keep up in his fons 
a remembrance of the promifed land, and not only would have 
their acquaintance with it renewed by a journey thither on that 
occafion, but their-defire towards it, and their expectation of 
it preferved. 

[2.] He is very particular in defcribing the place both by 
the fituation of it, and by the purchafe Abraham had made of 
its for a durying-place, ver. 30, 31. He was afraid left his 
fons, after feventeen years fojourning in Egypt, had forgot Ca- 
naan, and even the burying-place of their anceftors there 5 or 
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eft the Canaanites fhould difpute his title to it: And there- 
ore he fpecifies it thus largely, and the purchafe of it, even 
when he lies a-dying ; not only to prevent miftakes, but to fhew 
how mindful he was of that country. Note, It is, and fhould 
be, a great pleafure to dying faints, to fix their thoughts upoh 
the heavenly Canaan, and the reft they hope for there after 
death. 

Third, The death of Jacob, ver. 33. When he had fi- 
nifhed both his blefling and his charge, (both which are includ- 
ed in the commanding of his fons,) and fo had fini/hed his 
tefim-ny, he addrefled himfelf to his dying work. 1. He put 
himfelf into a pofture“for dying: Haying fitten upon the. bed- 
fide to b/e/s his fons, the fpirit of prophecy bringing freth oil 
to his expiring lamp, (Dan. x. rg.) when that work was 
done, he gathered up his feet into the bed, that he might lie 
along ; not only as one patiently fubmitting to the ftroke, but 
as one cheerfully compofing himfelf to re{t: Now he was wea- 
ry, J will lay me down and fleep. 2. He freely refigned his 
{pirit into the hand of God, the Father of fpirits: He yre/ded 
up the ghofl. 3. His feparated foul went to the aflembly of 
the fouls of the faithful ; which, after they are delivered from 
the burden of the flefh, arein joy and felicity: He was ga- 
thered to bes people. Note, If God’s people be our people, 
death will gather us to them. 


GHA PP. Le 

Here ts, 1. The preparation for Facob’s funeral, ver.1,—6.. 
Il. The funeral itfelf, ver..7,~—14. ILI. The fettling of a 
good underflanding between Fofeph and his brethren afier 
the death of Jacob, ver. 15,—21. IV. The age and death 
of Fofeph, ver. 32,—26. Thus the book of Genefis, which 
began with the originals of light and life, ends with no- 
thing but death and darknefs ; fo fad a change has fin made. 

& ND Jofeph fell upon his father’s face, and 
wept upon him, and kifled him. 2 And 
Jofeph commanded his fervants the phyficians 
to embalm his father: and the phyficians em- 
balmed Ifrael. 3 And forty days were fulfilled 
for him, (for fo are fulfilled the days of thofe 
which are embalmed) and the Egyptians mourn- 
ed for him threefcore and ten days. 4 And 
when the days of his mourning were paft, Jo- 
feph fpake unto the’ houfe of Pharaoh, faying, 
If now I have found grace in your eyes, {peak, 


I pray you, in the ears of Pharaoh, faying, 5 My 


father made me f{wear, faying, Lo, I die: in my 
grave which I have digged for me, in the land 
of Canaan, there fhalt thou bury me. Now 
therefore let me go up, I pray thee, and bury 
my father, and I will come again. 6 And Pha- 
raoh faid, Go up, and bury thy father, accord- 
ing as he made thee fwear. 


Jofeph is here paying his laft refpeéts to his deceafed father. 

[1.] With tears and kiffes, and all the tender expreffions of 
a filial affection, he takes Jeave of the deferted body, ver. 1. 
‘Though Jacob was old and decrepit, and mu/? needs die ina 
courfe of nature; though he was poor comparatively, and a 
conftant charge to his fon Jofeph ; yet fuch an affection he had 
for a loving father, and fo fenfible was he of the lofs of a pru- 
dent, pious, praying father, that he could not part with him 
without floods of tears. Note, As it is an honout to ae /a- 
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mented, fo it is the duty of furvivers to lament the death of 
thofe that have been ufeful in their day, though for fome time 
they may have furvived their ufefulnefs. The departed foul is 
out of the reach of our tears and kiffes; but with them it is 
proper to fhew our refpedts to the poor body, which we look 
for a glorious and joytul refurrection of. Thus Jofeph fhew- 
ed his faith in God,’ and love to his father, by kiffing his pale 
and cold lips, and fo giving an affectionate farewell. Probably 
the reft of Jaoob’s fons did the fame, much moved, no doubt; 
with his dying words. 

{2.] He ordered the body to be emba/med, ver. 2.1; not 
only becaufe he died in Egypt, and that was the manner of 
the Egyptians; but becaufe he was to be carried to Canaan, 
which would be a work of time, and therefore it was neceflary 
the body fhould be preferved, as well as it might be, from pu- 
trefaction. See how wi/e our bodies are, when the foul has 
forfaken them; without a great deal of art, and pains, and 
care, they will, in a very little time, become noifom. If the 
body hath been dead four days, by that time. zt finketh. 

[3-] He obferved the ceremony of folemn mourning for 
him, ver. 3. Forty days were taken up in embalming the 
body ; which the Egyptians (they fay) had an art of doing fo 
curioufly, as to preferve the very features of the face unchan- 
ged: All this time, and thirty days more, feventy in all, they 
either confined themfelves and fat folitary, or when they went 
out appeared in the habit of clofe mourners, according to the 
decent cuftom of the country. Even the Egyptians, many of 
them, out of the great refpect they had for Jofeph, (whofe good 
offices done for the king and country were now frefh in re- 
membrance, ) put themfelves into mourning for his father: As 
with us when the court goes into mourning, thofe of the beft 
quality do fo too. About ten weeks the court of Egypt was 
in mourning for Jacob. Note, What they did in itate we 
fhould do.in fincerity ; weep with them that weep, and mourn 
with them that mourn, ‘as being ourfelves alfo in the body. 

[4.] He afked and obtained leave of Pharaoh to go to Ca- 
naan, thither to attend the funeral of his father, ver. 4, 5, 6. 
(1.) It was a piece: of neceffary refpeé&t to Pharaoh, that he 

ould not go without leave: For we may fuppofe though his 
©... about the corn was long fince over, yet he continued a 
prime minifter of ftate, and therefore would not be fo long ab- 
fent from his bufinefs without licence. (2.) He obferved a 


decorum in employing fome of the royal family, or fome of the ° 


officers of the houfehold, to intercede for this licence: either 
becaufe it was not proper for him in the days of his mourning 
to come into the prefence-chamber, or becawfe he would not 
prefume too much upon his own intereft. Note, Modefty is a 
great ornament to dignity. (3.) He pleaded the obligation 
his father had laid upon him, by an oath, to bury him in Ca- 
naan, ver. 5. It was not in pride or humour, but indifpenfible 
duty that he defired it. All nations reckon that oaths mutt 
be performed, and the will of the dead muft be obferved. (4.) 
He promifed to return: I will come again. When we re- 
turn to our own houfes from burying the bodies of our rela- 
tions, we fay, we have left them behind: But if their fouls be 
gone to our heavenly Father’s houfe we may fay, with more 
reafon, they have left us behind. (5.) He obtained leave, 
ver. 6. Go and bury thy father ; Pharaoh is willing his bufi- 
nefs fhould ftand ftill fo long, but the fervice of Chrift is more 
needful; and therefore he would not allow one that had work 
for him, to go firlt and bury bis father ; no, let the dead bury 
their dead, Mats vil. 22. 


7 4 And Jofeph went up to bury fo father : 


and with him went up all the fervants of Pha- ~ 


raoh, the elders, of his houfe, and all the elders 
Vier 
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of the land of Egypt, 8 And all the houfe of 
Jofeph, and his brethyen, and his father’s houfe: 
only their little ones, and their flocks, and their 
herds, they left in the land of Gofhen. og And 
there went up with him both chariots and horfe< 
men: and it was a very great company. I0 
And they came to the threfhing-floor of Atad, 
which is beyond Jordan,and there they mourned 
with a very great and very fore lamentation: and 
he made a mourning for his father feven days. 
rr And when the inhabitants of the land, the 
Canaanites, faw the mourning in the floor of 
Atad, they faid, This is a grievous mourning to 
the Egyptians : wherefore the name of it was 
called Abel-mizraim, which zs beyond Jordan. 
12 And his fons did unto him according as he 
commanded them. 13 For his fons carried him 
into the land of Canaan, and buried him in the 
cave of the field of Machpelah, which Abraham 
bought with the field for a pofleffion of a bu- 
rying-place, of Ephron the Hittite, before 
Mamre.° 14 § And Jofeph returned into E- 
gypt, he and his brethren, and all that went up 
with him to bury his father, after he had buried 
his father. PaSeOy 4 


’ We have here an account of Jacob’s funeral. Of the fu- 
nerals of the kings of Judah, ufually no more is faid but this, 
that they were buried with their fathers in the city of David; 
but the funeral of the patriarch Jacob is more largely and fully 
defcribed, (1-) To fhew how much better God was to him 
than he expected: He had fpoken more than once of dying 
for grief, and going to the grave bereaved of his children ; but 
behold, he dies in honour, and is followed to the grave by all 
his children. (2.) Becanfe his orders concerning his burial 
were given and obferved zm faith, and in expeétation both of 
the earthly and. of the heavenly Canaan. 

Now, [1.] It was a /ately funeral. He was attended to 
the Brave, not only by his own family, but by the courtiers, 
and all the great men of the kingdom; who, in token of their 
‘gratitude to Jofeph, fhewed this refpeét to his father for Ais 
fake, and did him honour at his death. ‘Though the Egyp- 
tians had had an antipathy to the Hebrews, and had looked 
upon them with difdain, chap. xl. 22.5 yet now they were 
better acquainted with them, they began to have a refpeét for 
them. Good old Jacob had carried himfelf fo well among 
them, as fo gain an univerfal efteem. Note, Profeffors of re- 
ligion fhould endeavour by wifdom and loye to remove the pre- 
judices which many have conceived againft them becaufe they 
do not know them. ‘There went abundance of chariots and 
horfemen, not only to attend them a little way, but to go 
through with them. Note, The decent folemnities of funerals, 
according as mens place is, ate very commendable; and we 
mutt not fay of them, To what purpofe ts this wafte? See 
Ads vit. 2. Luke yi. 12. 

[2.] It was a forrowful funeral, ver. 10, 11. Standers- 
by took notice of it as a grievous mourning. Note, The.death 
of good men is a great lofs to any place, and ought to be great. 
ly lamented. Stephen dies a martyr, and yet devout men 
make great lamentations for him. The folemn mourning for 
Jacob gave aname to the place, dbel-mizraim, The mourning 
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of the Egyptians: Which ferved for a teftimony again{t the 
next generation of the Egyptians, who oppreffed the polterity 
of this Jacob to whom their anceftors fhewed fuch refpect.. _ 


15 § And when Jofeph’s brethren faw that 
their father was dead, they faid, Jofeph will per- 
adventure hate us, and will certainly requite 
us all the evil which we did unto him. 16 And 


‘they fent meffengers unto Jofeph, faying, Thy 


father did command. before he died, faying, 

17 So fhall ye fay unto Jofeph, Forgive, I pray 

thee now, the trefpafs of thy brethren, and their 

fin ; for they did unto thee evil: and now, we 

pray thee, forgive the trefpafs of the fervants of 
the God of thy father. And Jofeph wept when 

they fpake unto him. 18 And his brethren 

alfo went and fell down before his face; and 
they faid, Behold, we be thy fervants, 19 And 

Jofeph faid unto them, Fear not: for am Lin 

the place of God? 20 But as for you, ye thought 

evil againft me; but God meant it unto good, 

to bring to pafs, as i¢ is ah BY to fave much 

people alive. 21 Now therefore fear ye not: 

I will nourifh you and your little ones. And 

he comforted them, and fpake kindly unto 

them. | 


We have here the fettling of a good correfpondence between 
Jofeph and his brethren, now their father was dead. Jofeph 
was at court, in the royal city; his brethren were in Gothen, 
remote in the country; yet the keeping up of a good under- 
ftanding and a good affection between them, would be both 
Ais honour and cheer intereft. Note, When Providence has 
remoyed the parents. by death, the beft methods ought to be 
taken, not only for the preventing of quarrels among. the chil- 
dren, which often happen about the dividing of. the eftate, but 
for the preferving of acquaintance and love, that unity may con- 
tinue even when that centre of unity if taken away. | 

Firft, Jofeph’s brethren humbly make their court to him 
for his favour. (1.) They began to be jealous of Jofeph: 
Not that he had given them any caufe to be fo; but the con- 
{cioufnefs of guilt, and of their own inability in fuch a cafe to 
forgive and forget, made them fufpicious of the fincerity and 
con{tancy of Jofeph’s favour, ver. 15. Jofeph will peradven- 
ture bate us. While their father lived, they thought them- 
felves fafe under his fhadow; but now he was dead, they 
feared the worlt from Jofeph. Note, A guilty confcience 
expofeth men to continual frights, even where no fear is, and 
makes them fufpicious of every body; as Cain, Gen. iv. 14. 
Thofe that would be féirlefs, mult keep themfelyes guiltlefs : 
If our heart reproach us not, then have we confidence both to- 
wards God and man. (2.) They humbled themfelves be- 
fore him, confefled their fault, and begged his pardon: They 
did it by proxy, ver. 17.; they did it in perfon, ver. 18. Now 
the /un and moon were fet, the eleven ftars did obeifance to 
Jofeph, for the further accomplithment of his dream, They 
fpeak.of their former offence with frefh regret: Forgive she 
trefpafs. ‘They throw themfelves at Jofeph’s feet, and refer 
themfelves to his mercy: We be thy fervants. Thus we 
muft bewail the fins we committed long ago, even thofe which 
we hope through grace are forgiven: And when we pray to 
God for pardon, we muft promife to be bis fervants. (3-) 
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They pleaded their relation to Jacob and Jacob’s God. 1f, 
To Jacob; urging, that he direéted them to make this fub- 
mifhion, rather becaufe he queftioned whether they would do 
their duty in humbling themfelves, than becaufe he queftioned 
whether Jofeph would do his duty in forgiving them 5 nor 
could he reafonably expe Jofeph’s kindnefs to them, unlefs 
they thas qualified themfelves for it, ver. 16. Thy futher did 
command. Thus, in humbling ourfelves to Chrift by faith and 
repentance, we may plead, that it is the command of his Fa- 
ther and-our Father we fhould do fo. 2d/y, To Jacob’s God: 
They plead, (ver. 17.) We are the fervants of the God of 
thy father ; not only children of the fame Jacob, but worfhip- 
pers of the fame Jehovah. Note, Though we muft be ready 
to forgive all that are any way injurious to us, yet we mutt e- 
Specially take heed of bearing malice towards any that are the 
Servants of the God of our father: Thofe we fhould always 
treat with a peculiar tendernefs ; for we and they have the 
fame mafter. 

Secondly, Jofeph with a great deal of compaffion confirms 
his reconciliation and affe@tion to them. His compafhion ap- 
pears, ver. 17. He wept when they /pake unto him. Thefe 
were tears of forrow for their fufpicion of him, and tears of 
tendernefs upon their fubmiffion. In his reply, 

[1.] He direéts them to look up to God in their repentance, 
ver. 19. Am Iin the place of God? He, in his great humi- 
lity, thonght they fhewed him too much refpet, as if all their 
happinefs were bound up in his favour, and faith to them in 
effet as Peter to Cornelius, Stand up, Imy/felf alfo am a man. 
' Make your peace with God, and then you will find it an eafy 
‘matter to make your peace with me. Note, When we afk 
forgivenefs of thofe whom we have offended, we mutt take 
heed of putting them in the place of God, by dreading their 
wrath and. foliciting their favour more than God’s.' 4m J in 
the place of God, to whom alone vengeance belongs? No, I 
will leave you to his mercy. Thofe that avenge themfelves, 
ftep into the place of God, Rom. xii. 19. 

[ 2. ] He extenuates their fault from the confideration of the 
great good which God wonderfully brought out of it; which, 
though it fhould not make them the lefs forry for their fin, yet 
it might make him the more willing to forgive it, ver. 20. Ye 
thought evil, to difappoint the dreams ; Sut God meant it un- 
to good, in order to the fulfilling of the dreams, and the ma- 
king of Jofeph a greater blefling to his family than otherwife 
he could have been. Note, (1.) When God makes ufe of 
mens agency for the performance of his counfels, it is common 
for him to mean one thing, and them another, even the quite 
contrary ; but God’s counfel fhall fland: See Ifa. x. 7. (2.) 

God often brings good out of evil, and ferves the defigns of 
his providence even by the fins of men: Not that he is the 
author of fin, far be it from us to think fo; but his infinite 
wifdom fo over-rules events, and direéts the chain of them, that 
in the iffue that ends in his praife, which in its own nature had 
a dire& tendency to his difhonour; as the putting of Chrift to 
death, Ads ii. 23. This doth not make fin the lefs finful, 
nor finners the lefs punifhable ; but it redounds greatly to the 
glory,of God’s wifdom, 

[3.] He affures them of the continuance of his kindnefs to 
them: Fear not, I wail nouri/p you, ver. 21. See what an 
excellent fpirit Jofeph was of, and Jearn of him to. render good 
for evil. He did not tell them they were upon their good be- 
haviour, and he would be kind to them if he faw they carried 
themfelves well; no, he would not thus hold them in fufpenfe, 
nor feem jealous of them, though they had been fufpicious of 
him. He. comforted them; and to. banifh all their fears, he 

Spake. kindly ta them. Note, Broken fpirits muft. be bound 
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up, and encouraged. Thofe we love and forgive, we muft . 


not only do well for, but {peak kindly to. 


22 F And Jofeph dwelt in Egypt, he, and | 


his father’s houfe: and Jofeph lived an hundred 
and ten years. 23 And Jofeph faw Ephraim’s 
children, of the third generation : the children 
alfo of Machir, the fon of Manaffeh, were brought 
up upon Jofeph’s knees. 24 And Jofeph faid 
unto his brethren, I die: and God will furely 
vifit you, and bring you out of this land, unto 
the land which he {ware to Abraham, to Ifaac, 
and to Jacob. 25 And Jofeph took an oath 
of the children of Ifrael, faying, God will furely 
vifit you, and ye fhall carry up my bones from 
hence. 26 So Jofeph died, being an hundred 
and ten years old: and they embalmed him, and 
he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 

Here is, Fir/?, The prolonging of Jofeph’s life in Egypt : 
He lived to be an Aundred and ten, ver. 22. Having honour- 
ed his father, his days were long in the land which, for the 
prefent, God had given him; and it was a great mercy to his 
relations that God continued him fo long a fupport and com- 
fort to them. 

Secondly, The building up of Jofeph’s family : He lived to 
fee his great-grandchildren by both his fons, ver 23.; and pro- 
bably he faw his two fons folemnly owned as heads of diftin& 
tribes, equal to any of his brethren. It contributes much to 
the comfort of aged parents, if they fee their pofterity in a 


-flourifhing condition, efpecially if with it they fee peace upon 


Ifrae/, Pfal. cxxviit. 6. 

Thirdly, The Jaft will and teftament of Jofeph, publithed 
in the prefence of his brethren, when he faw his death ap- 
poaching. 'Thofe that were properly his brethren, perhaps 
were fome of them dead before him, feveral of them were el- 
der than-he; but to thofe of them who yet furvived, and to the 


- fons of thofe who were gone, that ftood up in their father’s 


ftead, he faid this. 

[1.] He comforted them with the affurance of their return 
to Canaan in due time, ver. 24. I die, but God will furely 
vifit you. ‘To this purpofe Jacob had fpoken to him, chap. 
xlviii. 21. Thus muft we comfort others with the fame com- 


forts wherewith we ourfelves have been comforted of God, - 


and encourage them to reft on thofe promifes which have been 
our fupport. Jofeph was, under God, both the proteétor and 
benefactor of his brethren; and what would become of them. 
now he was dying? Why, let this be their comfort, God will 
furely vifit you. Note, God’s gracious vilits will ferve to 
make up the lofs. of our beft friends. 
live, and live comfortably, if we have the favour and prefence 

of God with us. He bids them be confident, God awil/ bring. 
you out of this land; And therefore, (1.) They muft not 
hope to fetle there, nor look upon it as their reft for ever; they 

muft fet their hearts upon the land of promife, and call'that their 

home. (2.) They mutt not fear finking, and being ruined there: 

Probably he forefaw the ill ufage they would meet with there 

after his death, and therefore gives them this word of encourage- 

ment, God will bring you in triumph out of this land at laft.. 
Herein he had an eye to the promife, Gen. xy. 13, 14. and in 
God’s name affures them of the performance of it. 

[2.] For a confeflion u. his own faith, and a confirmation 
of theirs, he chargeth them to keep him unburied till that day, 
that glorious day, fhould come, when they fhould be fettled in 

the. 


They die; but we may. » 
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the land of promife, ver. 25. He makes them promife him 
with an oath, that they would bury him in Canaan. In Egypt 
they buried their great men very honourably, and with abun- 
dance of pomp; but Jofeph prefers a _Agniicant burial in Ca- 
nanaan, and that deferred too almoft 200 years, before a mag- 
nificent one in Egypt. Thus Jofeph, dy farth in the doétrine 
of the refurreétion and the promife of Canaan, gave command- 
ment concerning bis bones, Heb. xi. 22. He dies in Egypt; 
but lays his bones at ftake that God will furely vifit Ifrael, and 


~ bring them to Canaan. 


Fourthly, The death of Jofeph, and the refervation of his 


' body for a burial in Canaan, ver. 26. He was putin a coffin 


in Egypt, but not buried till his children had received their in- 
heritance in Canaan, Jofh. xxiv. 32. Note, (1.) If the fe- 
parate foul at death do but return to its reft with God, the 
matter is not great though the deferted body find not at all, or 
not quickly, its reftin the grave. (2.) Yet care ought to be 
taken of the dead bodies of the faints, in the belief of their re- 
furre4lion; for there is a covenant with the duft, which fhall be 
remembered, and a commandment given concerning the bones. 


AN 


EXPOSITION, &c. 


OF THE SECOND BOOK OF MOSES, CALLED 


fe XO. DUS. 


Mofes (the /ervant of the Lord, in writing for him as well as in adting for him, with the pen of 


God, as well as with the rod of God in his hand,) having in the firft book of his hiftory prefer- 
ved and tranf{mitted the records of the church while it exifted in private families, comes, in this: 
fecond book, to give us an account of its growth into a great nation: And as the former fur- 
nifheth us with the beft ceconomics, {fo ¢his with the beft politics. ‘The beginning of the for- 
mer book fhews us how God formed the world for him/felf, the beginning of this, fhews us how 
he formed LIfrael for bimfelf, and both to /hew forth his praife, Ua. xl. 21. There we have: 
the creation of the world in hitory, bere the redemption of the world in type. The Greek 
tranflators called this bood Exodus, which fignifies a departure, or gcing out, becaufe it begins 
with the ftory of the going out of the children of Ifrael from Egypt. Some allude to the names 
of this and the foregoing book, and obferve, That immediately after Genefis, which fignifies the 
beginning, or original, follows Exodus, which fignifies.a departure; for a time to be born is im- 
mediately fucceeded by a time io die. No fooner have we made our entrance into the world, | 


_ but we muft think of making our exit, and going out of the world. When we begin to live, 


we begin to die. The forming of Irael into a people was a new creation. As-the earth was 
in the beginning firft fetched from under water, and then beautified and replenifhed ; fo Ifrael 
was firft, by an almighty power, made to emerge out of Egyptian flavery, and then enriched 
with God’s law and tabernacle. This book gives us, 1. The accomplifhment of the promifes 
made before to Abraham; to chap. xix. And then, 2. The eftablifhment of. the ordinances 
which were afterwards obferved by Hrael; thence to the end. Mofes in this book begins, like 
Cefar, to write his own commentaries; nay, a greater, a far greater than Ceefar is here: But 
henceforward the penman is himfelf the hero, and gives us the hiftory of thofe things which he 
was himfelf an eye and ear-witneis of, et quorum pars magna fuit.. here are more types of 
Chrift'in this book than perhaps in any other hook of the Old Teftament ;, for Mofes wrote of 


; him: 
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him, John v. 46. And the way of man’s reconciliation to God, and coming into covenant 
and communion with him by a Mediator, is here varioufly reprefented ; and it is of great ufe 
to us for the illuftration of the New Tefament, now we have that to affift us in the explication 
of the Old. . 


Ch ae Ae ora, 
We have here, 1. God's kindnefs to Ifrael, in multiplying 
them exceedingly, ver. y—7. Il. The Egyptians wick- 
_ednefs to them: {1.) Oppreffing and enflaving them, ver. 
8,—14.3 (2.) Murdering their children, ver. 15,—22. 
Thus whom the court of Aeaven blefled, the country of E- 
gypt curled, and for that reafon. F 


OW thefe are the names of the chil- 
N dren of Ifrael, which came into E- 
gypt, every man and his houfehold 
came with Jacob. 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, 
and Judah; 3 Iffachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 
4 Dan, and Naphtali, Gad, and Afher. 5 And 
all the fouls that came out of the loins of Ja- 
cob,: were feventy fouls: for Jofeph was in E- 
gypt already. 6 And Jofeph died, and all his 
brethren, and all that generation. 7 Y And 
the children of Ifrael were fruitful, and increa- 
fed abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed ex- 
ceeding mighty ; and the land was filled with 
them. 

In thefe verfes, we have, ; 

Firft, A recital of the names of the twelve patriarchs, as 
they are called, Adts vii. g. Their names are often repeated 
in fcripture, that they may not found uncouth to us as other 
hard names, but that by their ocurring fo frequently they may 
become familiar to us; and to fhew how precious God’s fpi- 
ritual Ifrael are to him, and: how much he delighteth in them. 

The account which was kept of the number of Jacob’s fa- 
mily when they went down into Egypt: They were in all /2- 


venty fouls, ver. §. according to the computation we had, | 


Gen. xlvi. 27. This was juft the number of the nations by 
which the earth was peopled, Gen. x.; for when God fepara- 
ted the fons of Adam, he fet the bounds of the people accord- 
ing to the number of the children of Ifrael, as Mofes obferves, 
‘Deut. xxxii. 8. Notice is taken of this here, that their in- 
creafe in Egypt might appear the more wonderful. Note, It 
is good for thofe’ whofe /atter end doth greatly increafe, often 
to remember how /ma// their beginning was, Job viii. 7. 
The death of Jofeph, ver. 6. All that generation, by de- 
grees wore off. Perhaps all Jacob’s fons died much about the 
fame-time; for there was not paft feven years difference in age 
between the eldeft and the youngeft of them, except Benjamin ; 
and when death comes into a family, fometimes it makes a fu// 
end, in a little time: When Jofeph, the ftay of the family, 
died, the reft went off apace. Note, We mulft look upon our- 


felves and our éretbren, and all we converfe with, as dying, © 


and haftening out of the world. This generation paffeth away, 
as that did which went before. 

Fourthly, The ftrange increafe of Ifrael in Egypt, ver. 7. 
Here are four words ufed to exprefs it: They were frurtful, 
and increased abundantly, like fithes or infeés, fo that they 
multiplied; and being generally healthful and ftreng, they 
waxed exceeding mighty, fo that they began almoft to out- 


-becaufe of the children of Ifrael. 


number the natives ; for she /and was in all places filled with 


them, at leaft Gofhen, their own allotment. Obferve, (1.) 
Though no doubt they increafed confiderably before, yet it 
fhould feem it was not till after the death of Jofeph that it be- 
gan to be taken notice of as extraordinary. Thus when they 


loft the benefit of his proteétion, God made their numbers their 


defence, and they became better able than they had been to 
fhift for themfelves. If God continue our friends and relations 
to us while we moft need them, and remove them when they 
can be better fpared, let us own he is w2/e, and not complain 
that he is ard upon us. After the death of Chrift, our Fo- 
Jeph, his gofpel Ifrael began moft remarkably to increa/e, and 
his death had an influence upon it ; it was like the fowzng ofa 
corn of wheat, which, if. 2 die, bringeth forth much frurt, 
John xii. 24., (2.) This wonderful increafe was the product 
of the promife long before made unto the fathers: From the 
call of Abraham, when God firft told him he would make. of 
him a great nation, to the deliverance of his feed out of E- 
gypt, was 430 years; during the firft 215 of which, they were 
increafed but to 703 but in the later half, thofe 70 multiplied 
to fix hundred thoufand fighting men. Note, 1. Sometimes 
God’s providences may feem for a great while to thwart his 
promifes, and te go counter to them, that his people’s faith 
may be tried, and his own power the more magnified. 2. 
‘Though the performance of God’s promifes is fometimes flow, 
yet it is always fure; at the end it hall fpeak, and /hall not 
hie, Hab. ii. 3. : 


8 Now there arofe up a new king over E- 
gypt, which knew not Jofeph. g And he faid 


unto his people, Behold, the people of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael are more and mightier than we. 


10 Come on, let us deal wifely with them: left © 


they multiply, and it come to pafs, that when 
there falleth out any war, they join alfo unto 
our enemies, and fight againft us, and /o get 
them up out of the land. 11 Therefore they 
did fet over them tafk-mafters, to affli@ them 
with their burdens. And they built for Pha- 
raoh treafure-cities, Pithom and Raamfes. 12 
But the more they affli€ted'them, the more they 
multiplied and grew. And they were grieved 
13 And the 
Egyptians made the children of Ifrael to ferve 
with rigour. 14 And they made their lives 
bitter with hard bondage, in morter, and in 


brick, and in all manner of fervice in the field: 


all their fervice wherein they made them ferve, 
was with rigour. 


The land of Egypt here at Jength becomes to Ifrael a hou/e 
a bondage, though hitherto it had been a happy shelter and 
ettlement for them. Note, The place of our fatisfaction may 
foon become the place of our afliGtion, and that may prove the 
‘greateft 
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gréateft crofs to us, of which we faid, Ziis fame /hall comfort 


us. Thole may prove our fworn enemies whofe parents were | 
our faithful friends; nay, the fame perfons that loved us may — 
pofhibly turn to hate us: Therefore cea/e from man, and fay | 
not concerning any place on this fide heaven, This is my ref? | 


for ever. Obferve here, 

Fir/t, The obligations they lay under to Ifrael upon Jofeph’s 
account were forgotten, ver. 8. There arofe a new king 
(after feveral fucceflions in Jofeph’s time) which knew not Fo- 
Jep>. All that kuew him loved him, and were kind to his 
relations for his fake; but when he was dead he was foon for- 
gotten, and the remembrance of the good offices he had done 
was either not retained or not regarded, nor had it any influ- 
ence upon their counfels. Note, The beft and the moft ufeful 
and acceptable fervices done to men are feldom remembered or 
recompenfed to thofe that did them, either in their memory, 
Or in their polterity, after their death, Eccl. ix. rg.: And 
therefore our great care fhould be to ferve God, and pleafe 
him, who @ nat unrighteous (whatever.men are) to forget our 
work and labour of love, Heb. vi. 10. If we work for men 
only, our works at farthelt will die with us; if for God, they 
will follow us, Rev. xiv. 13. This king of Egypt knew not 
Jofeph and after him arofe one that had the impudence to 

ay, I know not the Lord, chap. v. 2. Note, Thofe that are 
unmindful of their other benefactors, it is to be feared will for- 
get their great benefaétor, 1 John iv. 20. 
_ Secondly, Reafons of ftate were fugpefted for their dealing 
hardly with Ifrael, ver. 9, 10. (1.) They are reprefented as 
more and mightier than the Egyptians: Certainly they were 
not fo; but the king of Egypt, when he refolved to opprefs 
them, would have them thought fo, and looked on as a formid- 
able body. (2.) Hence it is inferred, that if care were not 
taken to keep them under, they would become dangerous to the 
government, and in time of war would fide with their enemies, 
and revolt from their allegiance to the crown of Egypt. Note, 
it has been the policy of perfecutors to reprefent God’s Lfrael 
as a dangerous people; Aurtful ro kings and provinces, not fit 
to be trufted; nay, not fit to be /olerared; that they may have 
‘fome pretence for the barbarous treatment they defigned them. 
Ezra iv. 12. Efth. iti. 8. Obferve, The thing they feared 
was, left they fhould get them up out of the land; probably 
having heard them fpeak of the promife made to their fathers, 
that they fhould fettle in Canaan. Note, The policies of the 
church’s enemies aim to defeat the promifes of the churches of 
God ; but in vain: God's counfels /hall fland. (3.) It is 
therefore propofed that a courfe be taken to prevent their in- 
creafe: Come on, let us deal wifely with them, left they mu!- 
tiply. Note, 1. The growth of Ifrael is the grief of Egypt, 
and that againft which <.e powers and policies of hell are le- 
velled. 2. When men deal wickedly, it is common for them 
to imagine that they deal wi/ely; but the folly of fin will at 
laft be manifefied before all men. ; 

Thirdly, The method they took to fupprefs them, and check 
their growth, ver. 115,14. The Ifraelites behaved fo peace- 
ably and inoffenfively, that they could not find any occafion of 
making war upon them, and weakening them by that means ; 
and therefore, 1. They took care to keep them poor, by char- 
ging them with heavy taxes, which fome think is included in 
the burdens with which they afiéted them. 2. By this means 
théy took an effectual courfe to make them faves. The If 
raclites, it fhould feem, were much more induftrious. laborious 
people than the Egyptians: And therefore Pharaoh took care 
to find them with work, both in his building, they made him 
ireafure-cities; and in bis hufbandry, even a// manner of fer- 
vice in the field: And this was exacted from them with the 
utmolt rigour and feverity. Here are many expreflions ufed 


DUS. 


to affect us with this: They had ta/R-maffers fet over them, 
who were directed not only to durden them, but as much as 
might be to afié? them with their burdens, and contrive how 
to make them grievous. They not only made them j/erve, 
which was fufficient for Pharach’s profit ; but they made them 
ferve qith rigour, fo that their lives became Sitter to them ; 
intending hereby, (1.) To break their fpirits, and rob them of 
every thing in them that was ingenious and generous. (2.) ” 
To ruin their health and fhorten. their days, and fo diminith 
their numbers. (3.) To difcourage them from marrying, 
fince their children would be born to flavery. (4.) To oblige 
them to defert the Hebrews, and incorporate themfelves with 
the Egyptians. Thus he hoped to cw off the name of I/rael, 
that 1: might be no more in remembrance. And it is to be 
feared the oppreflion they were under had this ill effeé@ upon 
them, that it brought over many of them to join with the E- 
gyptians in their idolatrous worthip: For we read, Jofh xxiv. 
14. that they /erved other gods in Egypt; and though it be 
not mentioned here in this hiftory, yet we find, Ezek. xx. 8. 
that God had threatened to deftroy them for it, even while 
they were 2n the land of Egypt: However, they kept a diftin& 
body unmingled with the Egyptians, and by their other cuf- 
toms feparated from them; which was the Lora’s doing, and 
marvellous. 

Fourthly, The wonderful increafe of the Ifraelites, notwith- 
ftanding the oppreflions they groaned under, ver. 12. The 
more they affiitied them, the more they muliplied, forely to the. 
grief and vexation of the Egyptians. Note, 1.. Times of af- 
fli€tion have often been the church’s growing times: Sub pon- 
dere crefeit. Chriftianity fpread molt when it was perfecuted ; 
The blood of the martyrs was the feed of the church. 2. 
They that take counfel againft the Lord and his Ifrael, do but 
emogine a vain thing, Pfale ii. 1. and create fo ‘much: the. ’ 
greater vexation to themfelves: Hell and earth cannot dimz- 
nif shofe whom heaven wilt wverea/e. 


15 @f And the king of Egypt fpake to the 
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| Hebrew midwives (of which the name of one 


was Shiphrah, and the name of the other Pu- 
ah:) 16 And he faid, When. ye do the office 
of a midwife to the Hebrew women, and fee - 
them upon the ftools; fit b¢ a fon, then ye 
fhall kill him, but if it be a daughter, then. 
fhe fhall live. 17 But the midwives feared 
God, and did not as the king of Egypt com- 
manded them, but faved the men-children: 
alive. 18 And the king of Egypt called for 
the midwives, and faid. unto them, Why have 
ye done this thing, and have faved the men- 
children alive? 19 And the midwives faid un- 
to Pharaoh, Becaufe the Hebrew women are 
not as the Egyptian women: for they are live- 
ly, and are delivered ere the midwives come in: 
unto them. 20 Therefore God dealt well with 
the midwives: and the people. multiplied, and. 
waxed very mighty. 21 .And it came to_pafs, 
becaufe the midwives feared God,’that he made. 
them houfes. 22 And Pharaoh charged all his 
people, faying, Every fon that is_ born ye fhall 
caft into the river, and every daughter ye-fhall. 
fave alive. 

The 
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The Egyptians indignation at Ifrael’s inereafe, notwithftand- 7 


ing the many hardfhips they put upon them, drove them at 
length to the moft barbarous and inhuman methods of fuppref- 
fing them, by the murder of their children. It was ftrange 
they did not rather pick quarrels with the grown men, again{t 


whom they might find fome occafions perhaps ; but to be thus | 


bloody towards the infants, whom all muft own to be inno- 
cents, was afin which they had no cloke for. Note, (1.) 
There is more cruelty in the corrupt heart of man than one 
wouldimagine, Rom. iii. 15, 16. The enmity that is in the 
feed of the ferpent again{t the Seed of the woman, divefts men 
of humanity itfelf, and makes them forget all pity. One would 
not think it poflible that ever men fhould be fo barbarous and 
blood-thirfty as the perfecutors of God’s people have been, 
Rev. xvii. 6. (2.) Even confeffed innocency is no defence 

~again{t the old enmity: What blood fo guiltlefs as that of the 
child new born? yet that is prodigally fhed like water, and 
fucked with delight like milk or honey. Pharaoh and Herod 
fufficiently proved themfelves agents for that great red dragon 
who {tood to devour the man-child as Joon as tt was born, 
Rev. xii. 4. Pilate delivered Chrift to be crucified, after he 
had confeffed that he had found no fault in him. It is well 
for us that man can but kill the body, and that is all. 

Two bloody ediéts are here figned for the deftrugtion of all 
the male-children that were born to the Hebrews 

Firf, TVhe midwives were commanded to murder them. 
Obferve, 

[r.] The orders given them, ver. 15, 16. It added much 
to the barbaroufnefs of the intended executions, to make the 
midwives the executioners: For it was to make them not on- 
ly bloody, but perfidious ; and to:oblige them to betray a tru//, 
and to defray thofe whom they undertook to /ave and help. 
Could he think that their fex would admit fuch cruelty, and 
their employment fuch bafe treachery? Note, Thofe who are 
themfelves barbarous, think to find or make others as barbar- 
ous. Pharaoh’s project was fecretly to engage the midwives 
to ftifle the men-children as foon as they were born, and then 
to lay it upon the difficulty of the birth, or fome mifchance 
common in that cafe, Job ili. rr. The two midwives he tam- 
pered with in order hereunto, are here ‘named $ and perhaps 
at this time, which was above 80 years before their going oat 
of Egypt, thofe two might fuffice for all the Hebrew women, 
at leaft fo many of them as Jay near the court, (as it is plain 
by chap. il. 5, 6. many of them did,) and of them he was moft 
jealous. They are called Hebrew midwives ; probably not 
becanfe they were themfelves Hebrews, (for fure Pharaoh could 
never expect they fhould be fo barbarous to thofe of their own 
nation, ) but becaufe they were generally made ufe of by the 
the Hebrews, and being Egyptians, he hoped to prevail with 
them, 

[2.] Their pious difobedience to this impious command, 
‘ver. 17. They feared God; regarded his law, and dreaded 
fis wrath more than Pharaoh’s ; and therefore /aved the men- 
children alive. Note, (1.) If mens commands be any way 
contrary tothe commands of God, we muft obey God, and 
not man, Aédts iy. 19. & vy. 2y. No power on earth can war- 
rant us, much lefs oblige us, to fin againft God, our chief 
Lord. (2.) Where the fear af God rules in the heart, it 
will preferve it from that /zare which the inordinate fear of 
man brings. 

[3.] heir juftifying of themfelves in this difobedience, 
when they were charged with it as a crime, ver. 18. They 
gave a reafon for it, which it feems God’s gracious providence 
had furnifhed them with, That they came too late to do it, for 


generally the children were born before they came, ver. 19. I. 


dce no reafon we have to doubt of the truth of this. It is plain 


they were now under an extraordinary blefling of increafe, 
which may well be fuppofed to have this effe&, that the wo- 
men had very quick and cafy labour, and the mothers and chil- 
dren being both lively, they feldom needed the help of mid- 
wives: This thefe midwives took notice of; and concluding 
it to be the finger of God, were thereby emboldened to difo- 
bey the king, in favour to thofe whom heaven thus favoured ; 
and with this ju(tified themfelves before Pharaoh when he call-, 
ed them to an account for it. Some of the ancient Jews ex- 
pound it thus: Ere the midwife comes at them, they pray to 
their Father in heaven, and be anfwereth them, and they do 
bring forth. Note, God is a readier help to his people in di- 
ftrefs, than any other helpers are, and often prevents them with 
the bleflings of his goodnefs: Such deliverances are in a {pe- 
cial manner obliging. ; 

[4.] The recompenfe God gave them for their tendernefs 
towards his people: He dealt well with them, ver. 20. Note, 
God will be behind-hand with none for any kindnefs done to 
his people, taking it as done to himfelf. In particular, He made 
them houfes, ver. 21.; built them up into families, blefled their 
children, and profpered them in all they did. Note,’The fer- 
vices done for God’s Ifrael are often repaid in kind. The 
midwives kept up the Ifraclites honfes; and, in recompenfe 
for it, God made them houfes. Obferve, ‘The recompenfe has 
relation to the principle upon which they went : Becaufe they 
feared God, he made them houfe:. Note, Religion and piety 
is a good friend to outward profperity: The fear of God in a 
houfe will help to build it up and eftablifh it. Dr Lightfoot’s 
notion of it is, That for their piety they were married to If. 
raelites, and Hebrew families were built up by them. 

Secondly, When this proje& did not take effect of murder- 
ing them clandeftinely, he gave public orders to all his people 
to drown all the male-children of the Hebrews, ver.22. We 
‘may fuppofe it was made highly penal-for any to know of the 
birth of a fon to an Ifraelite, and not to give infcrmation to 
thofe who were appointed to throw them into the river. Note, 
The enemies of the church have been reftlefs in their endea- 
vours to wear out the faints of the Moft High, Dan. vii. 25.3 
but he that fits in heaven Jhall laugh at them. See Plal. it. 4. 


Ca ea dhe ay 
This chapter begins the fory of Mofes, that man of renown, 
Samed for bis intimate acquaintance with heaven, and his 
eminent ufefulnc/s on earth ; and the moft remarkable type 
of Chrif, as prophet, faviour, law-giver, and mediator, 
an all the Old Teflament. The Jews have a book among 
them, Of the life of Mofes, which tells a great many fto- 
ries concerning him, which we have reafon to think are 
mere fictions: What he bas recorded concerning him/elf, 
1s what we may rely upon, for we know that his record is 
true; and it 1s what we may be fatisfied with, for it is 
what Infinite Wifdom thought fit to preferve and tranfimit 
tous. In this chapter, we have, 1. The pertls of his birth 
and infancy, ver. 1,—4. II. His prefervation through 
‘thofe perils, and the preferment of his childhood and ‘yout’ 
ver. 5y--10. III. The pious choice of bis riper years, 
which was to own the people of God. (1.) He offered 
them his fervice at prefent, if they would have accepted 
it, ver. 11-14, (2.) He retired, that he might referve 
himfelf for further fervice hereafter, ver. 15,—22. IV. 
The dawning of the day of Ifrael’s deliverance, ver. 23» 
2A. 2 “ 
ND there went a man of the houfe of Le- 
vi, and took to wife a daughter of Levi. 
2 And the woman conceived, and bare a fon: 


and > 
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and when fhe faw him that he was a goodly 
child, fhe hid him three months. 3 And when 
fhe could not longer hide him, fhe took for him 
an ark of bulrufhes, and daubed it with {flime, 
and with pitch, and put the child therein ; and 
fhe laid 7¢ in the flags by the river’s brink. 4 
And ‘his fitter ftood afar off, to wit what would 
be done to him. | ) 


Mofes was a Levite, both by father and mother. Jacob left 
Levi under marks of difgrace, Gen. xlix, 5.; and yet prefent- 
ly Mofes appears a defcendant from him, that he might typify 
Chiift, who came in the likenels of fnful fic/b, and was made 
a curfe for us. By the birth of Mofes, this tribe began to be 
diftinguifhed from the reft, as afterwards it was remarkably in 
-many inftances. Obferve, concerning this new-born infant, 

Firft, How he was Aid. It feems, juft at the time of his 
birth that cruel law was. made for the murder of all the male- 
children of the Hebrews; and many, no doubt, perifhed by 
the execution of it. Mofes’ parents had Miriam and Aaron, 
both elder than he, born to them before that edi@ came out, 
and had nurfed them without that peril ; but thofe that begin 
the world in peace, know not what troubles they may meet 
with before they have got through it. Probably Mofes’ mo- 
ther had little joy of her being with child of him, now this e- 
dict was in force ; and was ready to fay, B/effed are the bar- 
ren that bear not, Luke xxiii. 29.; better fo than bring forth 
children to the murderer, Hof. ix. 13. Yet this child proves 
the glory of his father’s houfe. Thus that which is moft our 
fear, oftentimes proves in the iffue moft our joy... Obferve the 
beauty of Providence: Juft at the time when Pharaoh’s cru- 
elty rofe to this height, the deliverer was bor7, though he did 
not appear for many years after. Note, When men are pro- 
je&ting the church’s-ruin, God is preparing for its falvation. 
And Mofes, who was afterwards to bring Ifrael out of this 
houfe of bondage, had himfelf like to have fallen a facrifice to 
the fury of the oppreffor; God fo ordering it, that being af- 
terwards told of this, he might be the more animated with a 
holy zeal for the deliverance of his brethren out of the hands 
ef {uch bloody men. Fosin 

‘L1.] His parents obferved him to be a goodly child, more 
than ordinary beautiful; he was fair to Ged, Ads vii. 70. 
‘They fancied he hada luftre in his countenance that was fome- 
thing more than human, and was a fpecimen of the fhining of 

_his face afterwards, Exod. xxxiy. 29. Note, God fometimes 
gives early earnefts of his gifts, and manifefts himfelf betimes 
in thofe for whom, and by whom he defigns to do great things. 
Thus he put an early {trength into Sampfon, Judg. xiii. 24.; 
an early forwardnefs into Samuel, 1 Sam. ii. 18.; wrought an 
early deliverance for David, 1 Sam. xvii. 37.3 and began be- 
times with Timothy, z Tim. ili. 15. 

{2.] Therefore they were the more folicitous for his pre- 
fervation, becaufe they looked upon this as an indication of 

- fome kind purpofe of God concerning him, and a happy omen 

fomething great. Note, A lively active faith can, take en- 
couragement from the leaft intimation of the divine favour; a 
merciful hint of Providence will encourage thofe whofe fpirits 
make diligent fearch. 
private apartment of their own houfe, though probably with the 

‘hazard of their own lives had he been difcovered. Herein 
Mofes was a type of Chrift, who in his infancy was forced to 
abfcond, and in Egypt too, Mat. ii. 13. and was wonderfully 
preferved when many innocents were butchered. It is faid 
(Heb. xi. 23.) that Mofes’ parents hid him by faith; fome 
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think they had a {pecial ‘revelation to them, that the Deliverer 
fhould {pring from their loins: However, they had the general 
promife of Ifrael’s prefervation, which they acted faith upon’; 
and in that faith Aid their child, not ding afrard of the penal- 
ty annexed to the &ing’s commandment. Note, 1. Faithin 
God’s promifes is fo far from fuperfeding, that it rather excites 
and quickens to the ufé of lawful means for the obtaining of 
mercy. Duty is ours, events are God’s. 2. Faith in God 
will fet us above the enfnaring fear of man. 

Secondly, How he was expofed. At three months end, pro- 
bably when the fearchers came about to look for concealed chil-_ 
dren, fo that they could not hide him any longer, their faith 

erhaps beginning now to fail, they put him in an ark of bul- 
rujbes by the river’s fide, ver. 3.3 and fet his little filter at 
fome diftance to watch what would become of him, and into 
whofe hands he would fall, ver. 4. God put it into their hearts 
to do this, to bring about his own purpofes; that Mofes might, 
by this means, be brought into the hands of Pharaoh’s daugh- 
ter, and that by his deliverance from this imminent danger, a 
fpecimen might be given of the-deliverance of God’s church, 
which now lay thus .expofed. Note, (1.) God takes fpecial 
care of the outea/ts of Ifrael, Pfal. cxlvii. 2.5 they are Ars 
outcatts, Ifa. xvi. 4. ofes feemed quite abandoned by his 
friends, his ewn mother durflt not own him; but vow the Lord 
took him wp, and protected him, Pfal. xxvii. 10. »(2-) In 
times of extreme difficulty it is good to venture upon the pror 
vidence of God, Thus to have expofed their child while they 
might, have preferyed it, had been to tempt Providence ; but 
when they could not, it was bravely done to ¢ruf Providence. 
Nothing venture, nothing win: /f I perr/b, I pert/h. 

5 And the daughter of Pharaoh came down 
to wafh herfelf at the river, and her maidens 
walked along by the river’s fide: and when fhe 
faw the ark among the flags, fhe fent her maid - 
to fetch it. 6 And when fhe had opened ¢, fhe 
faw the child: and behold,the babe wept. And 
fhe had compaffion on him, and faid, This zs one 
of the Hebrews children. Then {aid his fifter 
to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go, and call to 
thee a nurfe of the Hebrew women, that fhe _ 
may nurfe the child for thee? 8 And Pharaoh’s 
daughter faid unto her,Go. And the maid went 
and called the child’s mother. g And Pharaoh’s 
daughter faid unto her, Take this child away, 
and nurfe it for me, and I will give thee thy 
wages. And the woman took the child; and 
nurfed it. 1ro And the child grew, and fhe. 
brought him unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he ~ 
became her fon. And fhe called his name Mo- ~ 
fes: and fhe faid, Becaufe I drew him out of 
the water. | 


Here is, Firft, Mofes faved-from perifhing. Come fee the 
place where that great man lay when he was a little child; 
He lay in a bulru/h-bafeet by the river's fide. Had he been 
left to lie there, he muft have perithed ina little time with hun- 
ger, if he had not been fooner wafhed ‘into the river, or-de- 
voured by a crocodile: Had he fallen. into any other hands 
than hers he did fall into, either they would not, or durft not 


‘have done otherwife, but have thrown him ftraight way into 


the river: But Providence brings no lefs a perfon thither than 
Pharaoh’s 
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Pharaoh’s daughter jult at that juncture, guides her to the place 
where this poor forlorn infant lay, inclines her heart to pity it, 
which fhe dares do, when none elfe durf. Never did poor 
child cry fo feafonably, fo happily as this did: The babe wept; 
which moved the lady’s compatlion, as no doubt his beanty did, 


ver. 5,6. Note, (1.) Thofe are hard-hearted indeed, that | 
have not a tender compaflion for helplefs infants. God him- | 


felf reprefents his compailions by thefe, Ezek. xvi. §,6. (2+) 
It is very commendable in perfons of quality to take cognifance 
of the diftrefles of the meaneft, and to be helpful and. charita- 
ble to them, (3.) God’s care of us in our infancy ought to 
be often made mention of by us to his praife. Though we 
were not thus expofed, that we were not was God’s mercy ; 
but many were the perils we were furrounded with in our in- 
fancy, out of which the Lord delivered us, Pfal. xxii. 9, 10. 
(4.) God often raifes up friends for his people even among 
their enemies. Pharaoh cruelly feeks Ifrael’s deftruction ; but 
his own daughter charitably compaffionates a Hebrew: ehtlid ; 
and not only fo, but beyond her intention preferves Hfrael's de- 
liverer. O Lord, bow wonderful are thy counfels ! ; 

Second!y, Mofes well provided with a good nurfe; no worfe 
than his own dear mother, ver. 7,—9.  Pharaoh’s daughter 
thinks it convenient he fhould have a Hebrew nurfe, pity fo 
fair a child fhould fuck the breafts of a Tawny-moor; and 
Mofes’ filter, with art and good management, introduces the 
mother into the place of a nurfe, to the great advantage of the 
child; for mothers are the beft nurfes ; and thofe who receive 
the blefings of the breafts with thofe of she womb, are not juft 
if they give them not to thofe for whofe fake they received 
them. It was alfo an unfpeakable fatisfaction to. the mother, 
who received her fon as /:fe from the dead, and now could 
enjoy him without fear. The tranfport of her joy upon this 
happy turn we may fuppofe fufficient to betray her to be the 
true mother (had there been any fufpicion of it) to a lefs dif 
cerning eye than that of Solomon, 1 Kings iii. 27. 

Thirdly, Mofes preferred to be the fon of Pharaoh’s daugh- 
ter, ver. 10. His parents herein perhaps not only yielding to 
neceflity, having nurfed him fir er, but too much pleafed with 
the honour thereby done to their fon; for the {miles of the 
world are {tronger temptations than its frowns, and more hard- 
ly refitted. The tradition of the Jews is, That Pharaoh’s 
daughter had no child of her own, and that fhe was the only 
child of her father ; fo that when he was adopted for her fon, 
he ftood fair for the crown. However, it is certain he ftood 
fair for the beft preferments of the court in due time; and, in 
the mean time, had the advantage of the beft education and 
improvements of the court, with the help of which, having a 
great genius, he became mafter of a// ‘he lawful learning of che 
Lgypiian:, As vii. 22. Note, 1. Providence pleafeth itfelf 
fometimes in razfing the poor out of the duff to fet them among 
princes, Pfal. cxitt. 7,8. Many, who by their birth feem 
marked for obfcurity and poverty, by furprifing events of Pro- 
vidence, are brought to fit at the upper end of the world, to 
make men know that thé heavens do rule. Thofe whom God 
defigns for great fervices, he finds out ways to qualify and pre- 
pare before hand. Mofes, by having his education ina court 
is the fitter to be a prince, and fing in Fefburun; by having 
his education in a /earned court, (for fuch the Egyptians then 
was, ) is the fitter to bean hiftorian ; and by having his educa- 
tion in the court of Egypt, is the fitter to be employed as an 
ambaflador to that court in God’s name. 

Fourthly, Mofes named. The Jews tell us, that his father 
at his circumcifion called him Foachim ; but Pharach’s 
daughter called him M/fes, Drawn out. of. the water, fo 
_ it fignifes in the Egyptian language. ‘The calling of the 


Jewith law-giver by an Egyptian name is a happy omen to the | 
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Gentile world, and gives hopes of that day, when it fhould be 
faid, Bleffed be Egypt my people, Ua. xix. 25.; and his tui- 
tion at court was an earneft of the performance of that promife, 
Ifa. xlix. 23. Kings /hall be thy nurfing fathers, and queens 
thy nurjing mothers. e 
11 ¢ And it came to pafs in thofe days, when 
Mofes was grown, that he went out unto his 
brethren, and looked on their burdens: and 
he fpied an Egyptian fmiting an Hebrew, one 
‘of his brethren. 12 And he looked this way 
and that way, and when he faw that there was 
no man, he flew the Egyptian, and hid him in 
the fand. 13 And when he went out the fe- 
cond day, behold, two men of the Hebrews 
{trove together: and he faid to him that did 
the wrong, Wherefore {miteft thou thy fellow? 
14 And he faid, Who made thee a prince and 
a judge over us? intendeft thou to kill me, as 
thou killedft the Egyptian? And Mofes feared, 
and faid, Surely this thing is known, 15 Now 


when Pharaoh heard this thing, he fought to 


flay Mofes. But Mofes fled from the face of 


| Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and 


he fat down by a well. a 
Mofes had now paffed the firft forty years of his life in the 
court of Pharach, preparing himfelf for bufinefs; and now it 
was time for him to enter upon action. And, 
I. He boldly owns and efpoufcs the caufe of God's people: 


“ When Mofes was grown, he went out unto bis bretorers 


and looked on their burdens,” ver. 11. The belt expofition 


of thefe words we have from an infpired pen, Heb. xi. 24, 25, 
26.; where we are told that this fpeaks, 1. His. holy contempt 
of the honours and pleafures of the Egyptian court: He refu- 
fed to be called the fon of Pharack’s daughter, for he went 
ut. ‘The temptation was indeed very ftrong; he had a fair 
opportunity (as we fay) to make Ais fortuses, and to have, 


been ferviceable to ifrael too, with his intereft at court: He | 


was obliged in gratitude, as well as intereft, to Pharaoh’s daugh- 
ter ; and yet he obtained a glorious victory, by faith, over this 
temptation. He reckoned it much more his honour and ad- 
vantage to be a fon of Abraham, than to be the fon of Pha- 
raoh’s daughter. 2. His tender concern for his poor brethren 
in bondage, with wom (though he might eafily have avoided 
it) he chofe to fugfer afficon; he looked on their burdens as 
one that not only pitied them, but was refolved to venture with. 
them, and, if occafion were, to venture for them. 

Ul, He gives a fpecimen of the great things he was afters. 
wards to do for God and his Ifrael, in two little inftances, 
related particularly by Stephen, Ads vii. 23, G'e. with defign 
to fhew how their fathers had a/ways refiffed the Holy Ghoft, 


(ver. 51. even in Mofes himfelf, when he firft appeared as. 


their deliverer, wilfully fhutting their eyes againft this day- 
break of their enlargement.. He found himfelf (no doubt). 


_ under a divine direction and impulfe in what he did, and that 
he was in an extraordinary manner. called of God to it. Now. 


obferve, 


Fir/t, Mofes was afterwards to be employed in plaguing the. : 
Egyptians for the wrongs they had done to God’s Ifrael; and- 
as a {pecimen of that, he killed the Egyptian who fmote the. 


Hebrew, ver. 11, 12. Probably it was one. of the Egyptian. 
tifk-mafters whom he found abufiny his Hebrew flave; fome 
think a relation of Mofes, of the fame tribe. By fpecial war- 
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rant from heaven (which makes not a precedent in ordinary — 


cafes) Mofes flew the Egyptian, anid refcued his oppreffed bro- 
ther. The jews tradition is, That he did not fiay him with 
any weapon, but, as Peter few Annanias and Sapphira, with 
the word of his mouth. His hiding him iv the fend, fignified, 
that hereafter Pharaoh and all his Egyptians fhould, under the 
controul of Mofes’ rod, be buried in the fand of the Red fea. 
His taking caré to execute this jultice privately, when no man 
faw, was a piece of needful prudence and caution, it being but 
an effay ; and perhaps his faith was as yet weab, and what he 
did, was with fome hefitation. 'Thofe who come to be of 
great faith, yet began with a little, and, at firlt, /pake irem- 
bling. 


Secondly, Mofes was afterwards to be employed in govern- 


ing Ifraels and. as a fpecimen of that, we have him here try- 
ing to end a controverfy between two Hebrews, in which he 
is forced (as he did afterwards for forty years) to fuffer their 
manners. Obferve here, 

~~ [1.] The unhappy quarrel which Mofes obferved between 
two Hebrews, ver. 13. It doth not appear what was the oc- 
cafion; but whatever it was, it was certainly very unfeafdnable 
for Hebrews to ftrive with one another, when they were all 
oppreffed and ruled with rigour by the Egyptians. Had they 
not beating enough from the Egyptians, but they muft beat 
one another ? Note, 1. Even fufferings in commos, do not al- 
ways unite God's profeffing people to one another, fo much as oné 
might reafonably expect. 2. When God raifeth up inftruments 
of falvation for the church, they will find enough to do, not 
only with oppreffing Evyptrane to reftrain them, but with quar- 
trelfome Ifraehtes to reconcile them. 

{2.] The way he took of dealing with them: He marked 
him that canfed the divifion, that did the wrong, and ‘mildly 
réafoned with him, Wherefore finite thou thy fellow 2? The 
mjutious Egyptian was ki//ed, the injurious Hebrew was only 


reprimanded ; for what the former did was from a rooted mas 


lice, what the latter did, we may fuppofe, was only upon a 
fudden provocation. The wife God, and, according to his 
éxample, all wife governors make a difference between one of: 
fender and another, according to the feveral qualities of the 
fame offenée. Mofes endeavoured to make ther friends 5 a 
good office: Thus we find €hrift often reproving his difciples 
ftrifes, Luke ix. 46. & xxii. 24.3 for he was a Prophet like 
unto Mofes, a hearing Prophet, a Peace-maker, who vifited 
his brethren with a defigh to flay all enmities. The reproof 
Mofes gave on this oceafion may ftill be of ufe, Wherefore 
Jmiteft thou thy fellow ? Note, Smiting our fellows is bad in 
any, éfpecially in Hebrews ; fmiting with tongue or hand, ei- 
ther in-a’ way of perfection, or in a way of ftrife and conten- 
tion. Confider the perfon thou finitelt ; it is thy fellow, thy 
fellow-creature, thy fellow-Chriftian ; it is thy fellow-fervant, 
thy fellow-fufferer: Confider the caufe ; wherefure fmitef ? 
perhaps it is for no caufe at all, or no juft caufe, or none worth 
{peaking of. 


[3.} The ill’ faccefs of his attempt, ver. 14. He faid, 


Who made thee a prince? He that did the wrong thus quar- 
relled with Mofés. ‘The injured party, it fhould feem, was 
inclinable enough to peace; but the wrong-doer was thus 
touchy. Note, It is a fign of guilt to be impatient of reproof : 
And it is many times eafier to perfuade the injured to bear 
the troublesof saking wrong, than the injurious to bear the 
~ conviction of having done wrong, 1 Cor. vi. 7,8. It was a 
very wife and mild reproof which Mofes gave to this quarrel- 
fome Hebrew ; but he cannot bear it, he hicks againf? the 
pricks, A&s ix. 5. and ¢roffith queftions with his reprover. 
i. He challengeth his authority: Who made thee a prince? 
A man needs no great aathority for the giving of a friendly re- 
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proof, it is an act of kindnefs ; yet this man needs will inter- 
pret it a2 ad of domimon, and reprefents his reprover as im- 
perious-and afluming. | Thus when people are fick of good 
difcourfe, or a feafonable admonition, they call it preaching ; 
as if a man could not fpeak a word for God, and againft fin, 
but he took too much upon him. Yet Mofes was indeed a 
prince and a judge, and knew it, and thought the Hebrews 
would have underftood it and {krack a with him; but they 
ftood in their own light, and thraff bim away, Ads vn. 
B5;-24% 

eo He upbraids “him with what he had done in killing the 
Egyptian: tntendef? thou to kill me ? See what bafe conttruc- 
tions malice puts upon the beft words and aétions. Motes for 
reproving him is préfently charged with a defrgo to kill him, 
An attempt upon ‘his fin was interpreted an attempt upon his 
life, and it is thought fufficient to juftify the fafpicion that he 
had #i/ed the Egypiean, as if Mofes made no difference be- 
tween an Egyptian and an Hebrew. If Mofes, to right an 
injuted Hebrew, had put his life in his hand and flain an E. 
gyptian, he ought therefore to have filbmitted to him, not only 
as a friend to the Hebrews, but as a friend that had more than 
ordinary power and zeal. But he throws that in his teeth as a 
crime, which was bravely done, and was intended as a {peci- 
men of the promifed délivérance. If the Hebrews had taken 
the hint, and come unto Mofes as their head and captain, it 1s 
likely they had now been: delivered: But defpifing thew deli- 
verer, their deliverance was juftly deferred, and their bondage 
prolonged forty years; as afterwards their defpifing Canaan 
kept them out of it forty years more. £ would, and ye would 
not. Note, Men know not what they do, nor what enemies 
they are to their own intereft, when they refift and defpife 
faithful reproofs and reprovers. When the Hebrews {trove 
with Mofes, God fent him away into Midian, and they never 
heard of him for forty years: Thus the things that belonged 
to’their peace were hid from their eyes, becaule they kmew not 
the day of their vifitation. As to Mofés, we may look on it . 
as a great damp and difcouragement to him. He was now 
ehufing to fuffer afflidion with the people of God, and embra- 
cing the reproach of Chriff ; and now, at his firlt fetting out, 
to meet with this affliction and reproach from them was a vety 
fore trial of his refolution, He might have faid, «* If this be 
the fpirit of the Hebrews, I will ga to court again, and be the 
fon of Phavaoh’s daughter.”? Note, 1. We mult take heed of | 
being prejudiced again{t the ways and people of God, by the 
follies and peevifhnefs of fome particular perforis that profefs, 
religion. 2. It is no tiew thing for the church’s bet friends 
to meet witha great deal of oppofition and difcouragement in 
their healing, faving attempts, even from their own mother’s. 
children. Chrift himfelf was fet at nought by tae builders, 
and is ftill rejected by thofe he would fave. __ 

[4..] Mofes’ flight to Midian hereupon. The affront given 
him thus far proved a kindnefs to him: It gave him té under- 
ftand that his killing of the Egyptian was difcovered, and fo 
he had time to make his efcape ; otherwifé the wrath of Pha- 
raoh might have furprifed him, and taken him off. Note, God 
can over-rule even the Jlrife of tongues, {6 as one Way or 0+ 
ther to bring good to his people out of it. Information was 
brought to Pharaoh (and it is well if it were not brought by 
the Hebrew hiinfelf whom Mofes reproved) of his killing the 
Egyptian: Warrants are prefently out for the apprehending of 
Mofes ; whicli obliged him to fhift for his own fafety, by fly- 
ing into the /and of Midian, ver. 15. (1.) Mofes did this® 
out of a prudent care of his own life. If thts be his forfahing _ 
of Egypt which the apoftle refers to as done by faith, Heb. 
xi. 27. it teaches us, That when we are at any time in trouble 
and danger for doing our duty, the grace of faith will be of” 
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good ufe to us in taking proper methods for our own preferva- 
-tion, Yet there it is faid, he feared mot the wrath of the 
kings here it is faid, he feared, ver. 14. He did not fear 
with a fear of diffidence and amazement, which weakens and 
has torment ; but with a fear of diligence, which gu:ckened 
him to take that way that Providence opened to. him, for his 
own prefervation. (2.) God ordered it for wife and holy, 
ends. ‘Things were not yet ripe for Ifrael’s deliverance: The 
meafure of Egypt’s iniquity was not yet fuil; the Hebrews 


were not fufficiently humbled, nor were they yet zncreafed to~ 


fuch a multitude as God defigned: Mofes is to be farther fit- 
ted for the fervice ; and therefore is direéted to withdraw for 
the prefent, ¢a// the time to favour Ifrael, even the [et time, 
come. God guided Mofes to Midian, becaufe the Midianites 
were of the feed of Abraham, and retained the worfhip of the 
true, God among them, fo that he might have not only a fafe, 
but a comfortable fettlement among them. And through this 
country he was afterwards to lead Ifrael; which, that he 
might do the better, he now had opportunity of acquainting 
himfelf with it. Hither he came, and fat down by a well, 
tired and thoughtful, at a lofs, and waiting to fee which way 
Providence would dire&t him. It was a great change with 
him, fince he was but the other day at eafe in Pharaoh’s court: 
Thus God tried his faith, and it was found to prat/e and ho- 


nour. 


16 Now the\prieft of Midian had feven 
daughters: and they came and drew water, 
and filled the troughs to water their father’s 
flock. 17 And the fhepherds came and drove 
them away: but Mofes ftood up and helped 
them, and watered their flock. 18 And when 
they came to Reuel their father, he faid, How 
is it that ye are come fo foon to-day? .19 And 
they faid, An Egyptian delivered us out of the 
hand of the fhepherds, and alfo drew water e- 
nough for us, and watered the flock. 20 And 
he faid unto his daughters, And where is he? 
why 7s it that ye have left the man? Call him, 
that he may eat bread. 21 And Mofes was 
content to dwell with the man: and he gave 
Mofes Zipporah his daughter. 22 And fhe 
bare hima fon, and he called his name Ger- 
fhom : for he faid, I ‘have been a ftranger ina 
ftrange land. 

Mofes here gains a fettlement in Midian, juft as his father 
Jacob had. gained one in Syria; Gen. xxix. 2.: And both 
thefe inftances fhould encourage us to ‘ruff Providence, and 
to follow it. Events that feem inconfiderable, and purely ac- 
cidental, afterwards appear to have been defigned by the wif. 
dom of God for very good purpofes, and of great confequence 
to his people. A cafual tranfient occurrence has fometimes 
occafioned the greateft and, happieft turns of a man’s life. 
Obferve, 

Fir/!, Concerning the feven daughters of Reuel, the prieft 
or prince of Midian; (1.) They were humble, and very. in- 
duftrious, according as the employment of the country was: 
They drew water for ibeir father’s flock, ver. 16. If their 
father was a prince, it teaches us, that even thofe who are 

_honourably born, and are of quality and diftin@tion in their 
country, yet fhould apply themfelves to fome ufeful bufinefs, 
and what their hand finds to do; do tt with all thar might. 
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Idlenefs can be no one’s honour. If their father was a prieft, 
it teaches us, That minifters children fhould, in a fpecial 
manner, be examples of humility and induftry. (2.) They 
were modeft, and would not afl this ftrange Egyptian to come 
home with them, (though handfome, and a great courtier,) 
till their father fent for him. Modefty is the ornament of that 
fex. - : ue 

Secondly, Concerning Mofes: He was taken for an Egyp- 
tian, (ver. 19.); and ftrangers muft be content to be miffaken. 
But it is obfervable, 

‘[1.] How ready he was to help Reuel’s daughters to wa- 
ter their flocks. Though bred im learning, and at court, yet he 
knew how to turn his hand to fuch an office as this, when 
there was occafion; nor had he learned of the Egyptians to 
defpife fhepherds. Note, Thofe that have had a liberal edu- 
cation, yet fhould not be ftrangers to fervile work, becaufe 
they know not what neceffity Providence may put them in of 
working for themfelves, or what opportunity Providence may 
give them of being ferviceable to others. Thefe young women, 
it feems, met with fome oppofition in their employment, more 
than they and their fervants could conquer: ‘The fhepherds of 
fome neighbouring prince, as fome think, or fome idle fellows 
that called themfelves fhepherds, drove away their flocks; but — 
Mofes, though melancholy, and in diftrefs, /food up ond help- 
ed them, not only to get clear of the fhepherds, but, when that 
was done, to water the flocks. This he did, not only in com- 
plaifance to the ladies, though that alfo did very well become 
him; but becaufe, wherever he was,‘ as occafion offered itfelf, 
(1.) He loved to be doing juftice, and appearing in the de- 
fence of fuch as he faw injured; which every man ought to do 
as far as it is in the power of his hand to do it. (2.) He lo- 
ved to be doing good. Wherever the Providence of God 


_ cafts us, we fhould defire and endeavour to be a/efu/; and 


when we cannot do the good we would, we mutt be ready to 
do the good we can; and he that is fasthful in a little fhall-be 
intrufied with more. 

[2.] How well he was paid for his ferviceablenefs. Whea 
the young women acquainted their father with the kindneffes 
they had received from this ftranger, he fent to invite him to 
his houfe, and made much of him, ver. .20.. Thus God will 
recompenfe the kindneffes which are at any time fhewn to his 
children: They /hal/ in no wife lofe their reward. Mofes. 
foon recommended himfelf to the efteem and good affection of » 
this prince of Midian, who took him into his houfe, and in 
procefs of time married one of his daughters to him, ver. 21, 
by whom he had a fon, whom he called Ger/hom,  flranger 
there, (ver. 22.) that if ever God fhould give him a home of 
his own, he might keep in remembrance the land in which he 
had been a ftranger. Now this fettlement of Mofes in Midian 
was defigned by Providence, (1.) To fhelter him for the pre- 
fent: God will find siding places for his people in the day of 
their diftrefs; nay, he will himfelf be to them a /it/é /andua- 
ry, and will fecure them either under heaven, or in heaven. 
But, (2.) It was. alfo defigned to» prepare him for the great 
fervices he was. further defigned to. His manner of life in 
Midian, where he kept the flock of his father-in-law, (having 
none of his own to keep,) would be of ufe to him, 1/7, To en- 
ure him to hardfhip and poverty ; that he might learn how to 
want, as well as how to abound.. God humbles thofe firft 
whom he intends to exalt. 2d/y, To enure him.to contem- 
plation and devotion. Egypt accomplifhed him for a fcholar, 
a gentleman, a ftatefman, a foldier, all which accomplifhments 
would be afterwards of ufe to him; but yet lacketh he one 
thing, in which the court of Egypt could not-befriend him: 
He that was to do all by Divine revelation, muft. know by a 
long experience what it was to (ive a. hfe of communion with 

God, 
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and retirement of a fhepherd’s life in Midian. By the former, 
he was prepared to rule in Jefhurun; but by the latter, he was 
prepared to converfe with God in mount Horeb, near which 
mount he had fpent much of his time. 
what it is to be alone with God in holy exercifes, are acquaint- 
ed with better delights than ever Mofes tafted in the court of 
Pharaoh. 


23 And it came to pafs in procefs of time, 
that the king of Egypt died, and the children 
of Ifrael fighed by reafon of the bondage, and 
they cried; and their cry came up unto God, 
by reafon of the bondage. 24 And God heard 
their groaning, and God remembered his cove- 
nant with Abraham, with Haac, and with Ja- 
cob. 25 And God looked upon the children of 
Ifrael, and God had refpect unto them. 


Here is, Fir, The continuance of the Ifraelites bondage 
im Egypt, ver. 23. Probably the murdering of their infants 
did not continue; that part of their affliction only attended the 
birth of Mofes, to fignalize that. And now they were con- 
tent with their zzerea/e, finding that Egypt was enriched by 
their labour; fo they might have them for their flaves,. they 
cared not how many they were.. On this therefore they were 
intent, to keep them all a¢ 7vor#, and make the beft hand they 
could of their /abour. When one. Pharaoh died, another rofe 
up in his place, that was governed by the fame maxims, and 
was as cruel to Ifrael as his predeceffors. If there was fome- 
times a little relaxation, yet it prefently revived again with: as 
much rigour as ever; and probably as the more Ifrael was op- 
preffed the more they multiplied, fo the more they multiplied 
the more they were oppreffed. Note, Sametimes God fuffers 
the rod of the. wicked to lie very long and. very heavy on the 
Jot of the righteous... If Mofes in Midian at any time began 
to think how much better his condition might have been had 
he ftaid’among the courtiers, he muft of -himfelf think this 
” alfo, how much worfe. it would have been if he had had his 
lot with his brethren: It was a great degrading to him to be 
keeping /heep in-Midian.; but better fo than-making brick in 
Egypt. The confideration of our brethren’s afflictions would 
“help to reconcile. us to our own. ; 
Secondly, The preface to their deliverance at laft. 

[1.] They cried, ver..23. Now at laft they began to think 
of God under their troubles, and to return to him from the i- 
dols they had ferved, Ezek. xx. 8. Hitherto they had fret- 
ted at the inftruments of their trouble, but God was not in all 
their thoughts. Thus hypocrites in beart heap up wrath, 
they cry not when he binds them, Job xxxvi. 13. But before 
God unbound them, he put it into their hearts to ery unto 
him, as it is explained, Numb. xx. 16. Note, It is a good 
fign God is coming towards us with deliverance, when he in- 
clines and enables us to:cry to him for it. 

[2.] God heard, ver. 24, 25. To four. different expref- 
fions of a kind intention towards them, the name of God is 
here emphatically prefixed.. (1.) God beard their groaning ; 
i. e. he made it to appear that he took notice of their com- 
plaints. ‘The groans of the oppreffed cry aloud in the ears of 


the righteous God, to whom vengeance belongs, efpecially the . 


. groans of God’s fpiritual Ifrael; he knows the burdens they 
groan under, and the bleffings they groan after, and that the 
bleffed Spirit by thefe groanings makes interceffion in them. 
(2.) God remembered his covenant; which he feemed to 


have forgotten, but really is ever mindful of. ‘This God had 


- 
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God, and in this he would be greatly furthered by the folitude » 


Thofe that know ~ 
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an eye to, and not to any merit of theirs in what he did for 
them. See Lev. xxvi. 42. (3.) God /ooked upon the chil- 
dren of Tfrael. Mofes looked upon them and pitied them, 
ver. 11.3 but now God looked upon them and helped them. 
(4.) God had refpe& unto them, a favourable refpect to 
them as his own. The frequent repetition of the name 
of God here intimates, that now we are to expect fomething 
great ; opus Deo dignum. His eyes, which run to and fro 
through the earth, are now fixed upon I[frael, to thew Aim/elf 
jrrong, to thew himfelf a God zn their behalf. . 


: Cr AGP oy Tit, 

As prophefy had ceafed for many ages before the coming of 
Chrift, that the revival and perfection of it in that great 
Prophet might be the more remarkable; fovifion had ceas 
Jed (for ought appears) among the patriarchs for fome a- 
ges before the coming of Mofes, that God’s appearances 
to him for Ifrael’s falvation might be the more welcome: 
And in this chapter we have God’s firft appearance to 
‘him in the bufby and the conference between God and Mo- 
Jes in that vifion. Here is, 1. The difcovery God was. 
pleafed to make of his glory to Mofes at the bufb, which 
Mofes was forbidden to approach too near to, ver. 1,—5+ 
Il. A general declaration of God's groce and good-will 
to his people, who were beloved for the fathers fakes, 
ver. 6., LILI. 4 particular notification of God’s purpsfe 
concerning the deliverance of Ljrael out of Egypt. (1.) 
He affures Mofes tt fhould naw be done, ver. 7,—9. (2+) 
He gives him a commiffion to a& in it, as his ambaffador 
both to Pharaoh, ver. 10. and to Ifrael, ver. 16. +(3.) 
He anfwers the objedtion Mofes made of his own unwar- 
thine/s, ver..11, 12. (4.) He gives him full infiructions 
what to fay, both to Pharaoh and to Iracl, ver. 13,—18» 

_ (5.) He tells him before-band what. the sffue would. be, , 
ver. 19,—22... 


* jJOow Mofes kept. the flock of: Jethro his 


father-in-law, the prieft of Midian’: and. 
he led-the flock to the back-fide of the defart, 


and came to the motntain offGod, even to Ho- 


reb. 2 And the angel of the Lorp appeared. 
unto him in a flame of fire out. of the midit of a 


-bufh: and he looked, and behold, the bufh 


burned with fire, and the bufh was not confu- 
3 And Mofes faid, I will now turn afide, 
and fee this great fight, why the bufh is not 
burnt. 4 And when the Lorp faw that he 
turned-afide to fee, God called unto him out of 
the imidft of the bufh, and faid, Mofes, Mofes. 
And he faid, Here am I.. 5 And he faid, Draw 
not nigh hither; put off thy fhoes from off thy 
feet, for the: place whereon.thou ftandeft, is ho- 
ly ground. 6 Moreover he faid, I am the God 
of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Ifaac, and the God of Jacob.. And. Mofes hid. . 
his face : for he was afraid to look upon God. 


The years of Mofes’ life are remarkably divided into three 
forties. The firft forty he fpent as a prince in Pharaoh’s, 
court; the fecond, a fhepherd in Midian; the third, a king in 
Jefhurun: So changeable is the life of men, efpecially the life, , 
of good men.’ He had now finithed his fecond forty, when 
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he received his commiffion to bring Ifrael out of Egypt. Note, 


Sometimes it is long before God calls his fervants out to that | ‘ 
| nefs to attend it, then God called to him. 


work which of old he defigned them for, and has been graci- 
oufly preparing them for. Mofes was born to be I{rael’s deli- 
verer, and yet not a word of it is faid to him till he is eighty 
years of age. Now obferve, 

Fir, How this appearance of’ God to him found him em- 
ployed. He was keeping the flock, that is, tending fheep, near 
mount Horeb, ver. 1. This was a poor employment for a 
man of his parts and education; yet he refts fatisfied with it, 
and thus /earns meeknefs and contentment to a high degree, 
for which he is more celebrated in facred writ than for all his 
other learning. Note, (1.) The calling to which we are call- 
ed we fhould thereta abide, and not be given to change. (2.) 
‘Even thofe that are qualified for great employments and fervi- 
ces, muft not think it f{trange if they be confined to obfcurity : 
lt was the lot of Mofes before them, who forefaw nothing to 
the contrary, but that he fhould die, as he had lived a great 
while, a poor defpicable fhepherd. Let thofe that think them- 
felves buried alive, be content to fhine ike /amps in fepulchres, 
and wait till God’s time comes for fetting them in a candle- 
‘flick. Thus employed Mofes was when he was honoured with 
this vifion. Note, 1. God will encourage induftry. The 
fhepherds were keeping their flocks when they received the 
tidings of our Saviour’s birth, Luke it. 8. Satan loves to find 
us dle, God is well pleafed when he finds us emp/oyed. 2. 
Retirement is a good friend to our communion with God. 
“When we «re alone, the Father is with us. Mofes faw more 
of God in the back.fide of a defart, than ever he had feen in 
-Pharaoh’s court. 

Seconsly, What the appearance was. To his great furprife 
‘he faw a bufh burning, when he perceived no fire ‘either from 
-earth or heaven to kind'e it ; and, which was more ftrange, it 
did not confume, ver. 2. It was an angel of the Lord that 
appeared to bim; fome think, a created angel, who fpeaks in 
‘the language of him that fent him ; others, the fecond Perfon, 
-the Angel of the Covenant, who is himfelf Jehovah. It was 
an extraordinary manifeftation of the Divine Prefence and 
glory ; what was vifible was produced by the miniftry of an 
angel, but he heard God in it fpeaking to him. 

(1.) He faw a flame of fire; for our God is a confuming 
fire. When Ifrael’s deliverance out of Egypt was promifed 
to “braham, he faw a burning lamp, which fignified the 
light of joy that deliverance fhould caufe, Gen. xv. 17.: But 
now it fhines brighter, as a fame of fre; for God in that de- 
liverance brought terror and deftruction to. his enemies, light 
and heat to his people, and difplayed his glory before all. See 
Ha. x. By: 

(2.)} This fire was not in a tall and ftately cedar, but za a 
bufb, a thorny buth, fo the word fignifies ; for God chufeth 
the weak and: defpifed things of the world, fuch as Mofes, 
now a poor fhepherd, with them to confound the wife: He 
delights to beautify and crown the humble. 

(3.) The buth burned, and yet was. not con/umed: An em- 
blem of the church now in bondage in Egypt ; burning in the 
brick-kilns, yet not confumed; perplemed, but not in defpair ; 
caft down, but not defiroyed. 

Thirdly, The curiofity Mofes had to inquire into this ex- 
traordinary fight, ver. 3. 2 wa// turn afide, and fee. He {peaks 
as one inquifitive and bold in his inquiry ; whatever it was, 
he would, if poflible, know the meaning of it. Note, Things 
revealed belong to us, and we ought diligently to inquire into 
them. 

Fourthly, The invitation he had to draw near, yet with a 
eaution not to come too near, nor ra/bly. 

fhr-} God gave him a gracious call, to which he returned a 
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| obedient anfwer to them, as Mofes, here, Here am I. 


| irreverence in his approach. 


. between us and God, Eccl. v. 2. 


| on that ground with dirty fhoes. 


| of thy father. 


murs 
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ready anfwer, ver. 4. When God faw that hé took notice of _ 
the burning bufh, and turned afide to fee it, and left his bufi- 
If he had care- 
lefsly neglected it as an ignis fatwus, a thing not worth taking 
notice of, it is likely God had departed, and faid nothing to 


| him; but when he turaed afide, God called to him. Note, 
- Thofe that would have communion with God, muft attend up- 


on him, and approach to him in thofe ordinances wherein he 


| is pleafed to manifeft humf:/f, and his power and glory, though 
| it be in a bufh ; come to the trea/ure, though in an earthen 


| velfel. 


Thofe that feck God diligently fhall find him, and 
find him their bouniful Rewarder,. Draw nigh to God, and 


| be will draw migh to you. God called him by name, Mefes, - 


Mofes. This which he heard could not but furprife him 
much more than what he faw. The word of the Lord always 


went along with the glory of the Lord; for every divine vifion 
| was defigned for divine revelation, Job iv. 16. and xxxil. 14; 


15. Divine calls are then effe@tual, (1.) When the Spirit of 
God makes them particular, and calls us by name. ‘The word 
calls, He, every one; the Spirit, by the application of that, 
calls, Ho, fuch a one: I knew thee by name, Exod. xxxiil. 
12. And, (2.) They are then effectual when we return an 
What 
faith my Lord unto his fervant ? Here am I,not only to heat 
what is faid, but to do what I am bidden, ote 

{2.] God gave him a needful caution againft rafhnefs and. 
1. He muft keep his diftance ; 
Draw near, but not too near; fo near as to Sear, but not fo 
near as to pry. His confcience mult be /atzsfed, but not his 
cariofity: And care muft be taken that familiarity do not 
breed contempt. Note, In all our approaches to God, we 
ought to be deeply affected with that infinite diftance that is 
Or, this may be taken 
as proper to the Old Teftament difpenfation'; which was a 
difpenfation of darknefs, bondage, and terror ; which the gof- 


pel happily frees us from, giving us boldness to enter into the 


holiest, and inviting us to draw near. 2. He mutft exprefs 
his reverence, and his readinefs to obey: Put of thy /hces 
From off toy feet, as a fervant. The putting off the fhoe was 
then: what the putting off of the hat is now, a token of refpec 
and fubmiffion. The ground for the prefent is ho/y ground ; 
made fo by this {pecial manifeftation of the Divine Prefence 
there, and during the continuance of that ; therefore tread not 
Keep thy foot, Eccl. v. 1. 
Note, We ought to approach to God with a folemn paufe 


| and preparation; and though bodily exercife alone profitetla 
| little, yet we ought to géorify Gea with our bodies, and to 


exprefs our inward reverence by a grave and reverent behavi- 


| our in the werfhip of God, carefully avoiding every thing that 
re light, and rude, and unbecoming the awfulnefs of the 
| fervice, 


Fifibly, The folemn declaration God made of his name, by 
which he would be known to Mofes, ver. 6. FE am the God 
[1.] He lets him know it is God that fpeaks td him, to 
engage his reverence and attention, his faith and obedience ; 
for that is enough to command all thefe: J am she Lord. 
Let us always hear the word, as she word of God, 1 Thefl. 
[2.] He will be known as the God cf bis farber, his pious 
father, Amram; and thé God of Abraham, Tfaac, and Facob, | 
his anceftors, and the anceftors of all Hfrael, for whom God 
was now about to appear. By this, God defigned, (1.) To 
inftru& Mofes in the knowledge of another world, and 
firengthen his belief of a future ftate. Thus it is interpreted 
by our Lord Jefus, the beft Expofitor of {cripture ; who from 
hence 
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hence proves, that the dead are raifed, again{t the Sadducees. 
Mofe:, faith he, /hewed it at the bufb, Luke xx. 37.5 « e. 
- God there fhewed it to him, and in him to us; Mat. xxil. 31. 
Abraham was dead, and yet God is the God of Abraham; 
therefore Abraham’s foul lives, to which God ftands in rela- 
tion ; and to make his foul completely happy, his body mutt 
live again in due time. .T'his promife made unto the fathers, 
that God would be ¢hezr God, mult include a future bappinefi : 
For he never did any thing for them in this world fufficient 
to anfwer the vaft extent and compafs of that great word; but 
having prepared for them a citys he is not a/hamed to be cal- 
fed their God, Heb. xi. 16.: and fee Ads xxvi. 6, 7. and 
xxiv. 15. (2.) Toaffure Mofes of the performance of all 


thof particular promifes made to the fathers: He may confi-. 


dently expect that, for-by thefe words it appears God remem- 
bered his covenant, chap. ii. 24. Note, 1. God’s covenant- 
relation to us, as our God; is the beft fupport in the worft of 
times, and a great. encouragement to our faith in particular pro- 
mifes. 2. When we are confcious to ourfelves of our own 
great unworthinefs, we may take comfort from God’s relation 
to our fathers, 2 Chron. xx. 6. . 

Sixth/y, ‘The mighty impreffion this made upon Mofes : 
Fe bid bis face, as one both afhamed and afrard io look upon 
God. Now he knew it was a divine light, his eyes were 
dazzled with it; he was not afraid of a burning bu/h, till he 
perceived that God was in it. Yea, though God called him- 
felf the God of his father, and a God in covenant with him, 
yet he was afraid. -Note, 1. The more we fee of God, the 
more caufe we fhall fee to worfhip him with reverence and 
godly fear. 2. Even the manifeftations of God’s grace and 
coyenant-love fhould increafe our humble reverence of him. 


4-4 And the Lorn faid, I have furely -feen 
the affliction of my people which ave in Egypt, 
and have heard their cry, by reafon of their 
tafk-mafters: for I know their forrows. 8 And 


_ Tam come down to deliver them out of the | 
_hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up | 


out of that land, unto a good land and a large, 
unto a land flowing with milk and honey; un- 


to the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, | 


and the Amorites, and'the Perizzites, and the 
Hivites, and the Jebufites. g Now therefore be- 


hold, the cry of the children of Ifrael is come ' 


unto me: and I have- alfo feen the oppreffion 
wherewith the Egyptians opprefs them. 10 
Come now therefore, and I will fend thee unto 
Pharaoh, that thou mayeft bring forth my peo- 
ple the children of Ifrael out of Egypt. 

Now “ofes had put off bis fboes (for no doubt he had ob- 
ferved the orders given him, ver. 5.) and covered his face, 
God enters upon the particular bufinefs that was now to be 
‘concerted, which was the bringing of Ifrael out of Egypt. 
Now after forty years of Ifrael’s bondage and .Mofes’ banifh- 
ment, when (we may fuppofe) both he and they began to dif- 


pair, they. of being delivered, and he of delivering them; at. 
Jength the time is come, even the year of the rede: med.- Note; . 


God often comes for the falvation of his people then when 


they have done looking for him. . Shaél he find faito ?. Luke. 


XV. 3. 


Here is, F'7/?, The notice God takes of the afflictions of . 


Ifrael, ver. 7, 9. Svemg 1 have feen; not only 1 have fure- 


Ee 3 Of Dy: US; 


‘ rael, to.condu@ and command them. 
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/y feen, but I have ftrictly obferved and confidered the matter. 
Three things God took cognifance of: (1.). Their forrows, 
ver. 7. It is likely they were not permitted to make a re- 
monftrance of their grievances to Pharaoh, nor to feek relief 
againft their taflk-mafters in any of his courts, nor fcarce durft 


| complain to one another; but God obferved their tears. Note, 


Even the fecret forrows of God's people are known to him. 
(2.) Their cry: L have heard their cry, ver. 7.3 it i8 tome 
unto me, ver. 9. Note, God is not deaf to the cries of his 
affliéted people. (3.) The tyranny of their perfecutors: J 
have feen the oppreffion. ver. 9. Note, As the pooreft of the 
opprefled are not below God’s cognifance, fo the higheft and 


greateft of their oppreilors are not above his check, but he will _ 


furely wiftt fur thefe thines. ! 
Secondly, The promife God makes of their fpeedy deliver- 
ance and enlargement, ver. 8. I am come down to deliver 
them. (1.) It notes his refolution to deliver them, and that 
his heart was upon it, fo that it fhould be done fpeedily and 
effe€tually, and in methods out of the common road of Proyi- 
dence: When God doeth fomething very extraordinary, he is 
faid to come down to do it, as Ifa. Ixiv. r.  (2.) This deli- 


verance was typical of our redemption by Chrift; and in that. 


the Eternal Word did indeed come down fram heaven to de- 
liver us: It was his errand into the world. He promifes al- 


fo their happy fettlement in the land of Canaan ; that they ~ 


fhould exchange bondage for liberty, poverty for plenty, labour 
for ref{t, and the precarious condition of tenants at will for the 
eafe and honour of lords-proprietors.. Note, Whom God by 
his grace delivers out of a fpiritual Egypt, he will bring to a 
heavenly Canaan. 

Thirdly, The commiffion he gives to Mofes in order here- 
unto, ver. 10. He is not only fent as a prophet to Ifrael, to 
aflure them that they fhould fpeedily be delivered; even that 
had been a great favour, to have one ¢o te// them bow fong 


or rather as a herald at arms to demand their difcharge; and 
to denounce war in.cafe of a refufal; and, as a Prince to If 


Sollowing the ewes great with young, to a paftoral office 
much more noble ; as David, Pfal. Ixxviii. 71. 
is the fountain of power ; and the powers that be, are ordain- 
ed of him as he pleafeth, The fame hand that now fetched 
a fhepherd out of a defart to be the planter of the Jewifh church, 
afterwards fetched fithermen from their fhips to be the planters 
of the Chriftian church, that the excellency of the power nughé 


‘be of God. 


tr § And Mofes faid unto God, Who am I, 


’ But he is fent as an ambailador to Pharaoh to treat with him, - 


Thus is he taken from - 


Note, God . 


ty 


that I fhould go unto Pharaoh, and that I fhould.~ 
bring forth the children of Hrael out of Egypt? 


12 And he faid, Certainly I will be with thee ; 
and. this /ba/l be a token unto thee, that I have - 
fent thee: When thou haft brought forth the 
‘people out of Egypt, ye fhall ferve God upon 
this ‘mountain... 13 And Mofes faid unto God, . 
. Behold,: when I come unto the children of If- 


rael, and fhall fay unto them, the God of your 
fathers hath fent.me unto you; and they {hall 


‘fay tome, What is his name? what. fhall I fay 


‘unto them? 14 And God faid unto Mofes, I 


unte 


‘AM THAT I AM: and he faid, Thus fhalt - 
‘thou fay unto the children of Ifrael, 1 AM hath. 
fent me unto you.. 15 And God faid moreover~ 
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unto Mofes, Thus fhalt thou fay unto the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, The Lorp God of your fathers, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and the 
God of Jacob, hath fent me unto you: this a 
my name for ever, and this 7s my memorial un- 
to all generations. _- 


God having fpoken to Mofes, allows him alfo a héerty of 
Speech, which he here improves: And, 

Firf, He objects his own infufficiency for the fervice he 
was called’to, ver. 11. Who am I? He thinks himfelf un- 
worthy of the honour, and unable for the work, not par nego- 
tio. He thinks he wants courage, and therefore cannot go to 
Pharaoh to make a demand which might coft the demandant 


his head: He thinks he wants condué, and therefore cannot — 


bring forth the children of I/rael out of Egypt ;>they are un- 
armed, undifciplined, quite difpirited, utterly unable to help 
themfelves ; it is morally impoflible to bring them cut. (1.) 
Mofes was incomparably the fitteft of any man living for this 
work; eminent-for learning, wifdom, experiencey valour, faith, 
holinefs ; and yet, Who am I? Note, The more fit any per- 
fon is for fervice, commonly the lefs opinion he has of him- 
felf: See Judg. ix. 8, fe. (2.) The difficulties of the work 
were indeed very great, enough to ftartle the courage and 
{tagger the faith of Mofes himéfelf. 
faithful inftraments may be much difcouraged at the difficul- 
ties that lie in the way of the church’s falvation. (3.) Mofes 
had formerly been very courageous when he flew the Egypti- 
an, but now his heart failed him; for good men are not al- 
ways alike bold and zealous. (4.) Yet Mofes is the man 
that doeth it at lait; for God gives grace to the lowly. Mo- 
deft beginnings are very good prefages. 
2. God anfwers this objection, ver. 12. 
feth him his prefence: Certainly I will be with thee; and 
that is enough. Note, Thofe that are weak in themfelves, 
yet may do wonders, being {trong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might; and thofe that are moft difident of them- 
felves, may be molt confident in God. God’s prefence puts 
an honour upon the worthlefs, wifdom and ftrength into the 
weak and foolifh, makes the greateft difficulties dwindle to no- 
thing, and is enough to anfwer all objections. (2.) He affures 
him of fuccefs, by the fame token that they fhould /erve God 
upon this mountain. Note, 1. Thofe deliverancés are moft 
valuable which open to us a door of liberty to ferve God. 2.: 
If God give us opportunity and a heart to ferve him, it is a 
happy and encouraging earne(ft of further favours defigned us. 
Secondly, He begs inftruétions for the executing of his com- 

miffion ; and has them throughly to furnifh him. 

I. He defires to know by what name God would at this time 
make himfelf known, ver. 13. [1.] He-fuppofeth thé chil- 


dren of Ifrael would afk him, What cs his name? This they . 


would afk, either, 1. To po/e Mofes: He forefaw difficulty, 
not only in dealing with Pharaoh to make him willing to part 


with them, but in dealing with them to make them willing to | 


move. ‘They would be fervpulous and apt to cavil; would bid 
him produce his commiffion; and probably this would be the 
trial, Did he know the name of God? Had he the watch- 
word? Once he was afked, Who made thee a judge? Then 
he had not his anfwer ready; and he would not be baulked fo 
again, but would be able to tell in whofe name he came. 2. 
They would afk this queftion for their own information. It 
is to be feared they were grown very ignorant in Egypt, by 
reafon of their hard bondage, want of teachers, and lofs of the 
Sabbath ; fo that they needed to be told the fir# principles of 


the oracles of Ged. Or-this queftion, What 7s bis name? a- | 


Bo Re Day Se 


Note, Even wife and ~ 


(1:5) He promi- 


niounted to an inquiry into the nature of the difpenfation they 
were now to expect: -* How will God in it be known to us, 
and what may we depend upon from him?” [2.] He defires 
inftrnétions what anfwer to give them: MWhat fball I fay to 
them 2 What name fhall I vouch to them for the proof of my 
authority? I mutt have fomething great and extraordinary to 
fay to them; what muft it be? If I moft ge let me-have full 
inftru@ions, that I may not rum in vain. ) 

ly concerns thofe who fpeak to people in the name of God, to 
be well prepared before-hand. 
what to fay, muft go to God, to the word of his grace, and to 
the throne of his grace, for inftru€tions, Ezek. ii. 7+ & ill. 4, 
16, 17. (3.) Whenever we have any thing to do with God, 
it is defirable to know, and our duty to confider, what ts his 
name. 

if. God readily gives him full inftruétions in this matter. 
Two names God would now be known by : 

‘tf, A name that {peaks what he is in himfelf, ver..14. I 
‘am that I am. 
fies, (1.) That he is /e/f--xifent: He has his being of him- 
felf, and has no dependance upon any other. The greateft 


and beft man in the world muft fay, By the grace of GodT » 


am that Iam; but God faith it abfolutely ; and it is more 
than any creature, man or angel, can fay, J am that Iam: 
Being /elf-exiffent, he eannot be but /é/f-/uficient, and there- 
fore all-/uficient, and the inexhau!tible fountain of being and 
blifs. 
the fame, yeflerday, to-day, and for ever: He witl be what 
he w/l be, and what he is: See Rev. i. ro. (3.) That we- 
cannot by fearching find him out: This is fuch a name as 
checks all beld and curious inquiries concerning God ; and in 


effect faith, A/R not afier my name, feeing 1t 1s wonderful, | 


Judg. xiii. 18. Prov. xxx. 4. Do we afk, What is God? Let 
it fuffice it us to know, That he is what he is, what he ever 
was, and ever will be. How hittle a portion 1s heard of him! 
Job xxvi. 14. (4.) That he is faithful and true to all his 
promifes, unchangeable in his word as well as in his nature, and 
not a man that he fhould he, Let Irael know this [ am bath 


Sent me unto you. 


2dly, A name that fpeaks what he is to his people. , Left that 
name I am fhould amufe and puzzle them, he is further directed 
to make ufe of another name of God more familiar and intelli- 
gible, ver. 15. The Lord God of your fathers hath fent me 
unto you. ‘thus God hath made himfelf known to him, ver. 


6.5 and thus he muft make him known to them, (1.) That he. 
might revive among them the religion of their fathers, which it _ 
is to be feared was much decayed, and almoft loft. This was” 


neceflary to prepare them for deliverance, Pfal. Ixxx. 19, 
(2.) That he might raife their expeétations of the fpeedy per- 
formance of the promifes made unto their fathers: Abraham, 
Ifaac, and Jacob, are particularly named ; becaufe with Abra- 
ham the covenant was firft made, and with Haac and Jacob 
often exprefsly renewed, and thefe three’ were diftinguifhed 
from their brethren, and chofen to be the truftees of the cove-: 
nant, when their brethren were rejected. This God will have 
to be bes name for ever ; and it has been, is, and will be, his 


name, by which his worfhippets know him, and diftinguifh him 


from all falfe gods: See 1 Kings xviii. 36. Note, God’s 
covenant-relation to his people is what he will be ever-wmndful 
of, what he glories in, and what he will have us never to-for- 
get, but grue him the glory of: Ifhe will have this to be his 
memorial unto all generations, we have all the reafon in the 
world to make it fo with us, for it is a precious memorial. 


16 Go and gather the elders of Ifrael tone 
ther, and fay unto them, The Lorp God of 


your 


Ghap. Tf: 


ote, (1.) It high- - 


(27) Thofe that would know ° 


This explains his name Jehovah; and figni- ’ 


(2.) That he is eternal and unchangeable, and always . 


> 


‘Chap. UL. 


‘your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Ifaac, and 
of Jacob, appeared unto me, faying, I have 
' furely vifited you, and /een that which is done 
to youin Egypt. 17 And I have faid, I will 


_ bring you up out of the afflition of Egypt, un-— 


to the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, 
and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the 
Hivites, and the Jebufites, unto a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 18 And they fhall hear- 
ken to thy voice: and thou fhalt come, thou 
and the elders of Ifrael, unto the king of E- 
gypt, and you fhallfay unto him, The Lorp 
God of the Hebrews hath met with us; and 
now let us go (we befeech thee) three day’s 
journey into the wildernefs, that we may facri- 
fice to the Lorp our God. 19 And deam fure 
that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, 
not by a mighty hand. 20 And I will. ftretch 
out my hand, and {mite Egypt with all my 
wonders which I will do in the midft thereof : 
- and after that he will let you go. 21 And I 
will give this people favour in the, fight of the 
Egyptians: and it fhall come to pafs, that when 
ye.go, ye fhall not go empty: 22 But every 
woman fhall borrow of her neighbour, and of 


her that fojourneth in her houfe, jewels of fil- 


ver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye 
fhall put ¢bem upon your fons, and upon your 
daughters ; and ye fhall fpoil the Egyptians. 


Mofes is here more’ particularly inftruéted in his work, and 
informed before-hand of his fuccefs. 

Firft, He muft deal with the e/ders of I/rae/, and raife their 
expectations of a {peedy remove to Canaan, ver. 16,14. He 
miuft repeat to them what God had faid to him, as a faithful 
ambafflador. Note, That which minifters have received of the 
Lord, they mutt deliver to his people, and keep back nothing 
that is profitable: Lay an ensphafis on that, ver. 17. J have 

faid, I will bring you up; that is enough to fatisfy them, I 
have faid it: And hath he fpoken, and will he not make tt 
geod? With us, faying and doing are two different things; 
but they are not fo with. God; for he is in one mind, and 
who can turn him? J have faid zt, and all the world cannot 
gainfay it; his counfel fhall ftand. His fuccefs with the el- 

- ders of Ifrael would be good, fo he is told, ver. 18. They /hall 
hearken to thy voice, and not thruft thee away as they did 
forty years ago. He, who by his grace inclines the heart, and 
opens the ear, could fay before-hand, They /hall bearken to 
thy voice, having determined to make them willing in this 
day of power. 

Secondly, He muft deal with the king of Egypt, ver. 18. 

_ (1.) They muft not begin with a demand, but with a humble 
petition ; that gentle and fubmiflive method mutt be firft tried, 
even with one who it was certain would not be wrought upon 
by it: We befeech thee, let us go. (2.) They mult only beg 
leave of Pharaoh to go as far as mount Sinai to worfhip God, 
and fay nothing to him of going quite away to Canaan; that 
would have been immediately rejected: But this was a very 
modeft and reafonable requeft ; and his denying of it was ut- 
terly oe and juftified them in the total deferting of 
OL. 
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his kingdom. If he would not give them leave to go facrifice 
at Sinai, juftly did they go without leave to /ettée in Canaan. 
Note, The calls and commands God fends to finners are fo 
highly reafonable in themfelves, and delivered to them in fuch 
a gentle winning way, as that the mouth of the difobedient 
muft needs be for ever ftopped. 

As to his fuccefs with Pharaoh, he is here told, (1.) That 
petitions, and perfuafions, and humble remonftrances, would 
not prevail with him; no, nor a mighty hand ftretched out in 
figns and wonders, ver. 19. Tam fure he will mot let you 
go. Note, God fends his meflengers to thofe whofe hardnefs 
and obftinacy he certainly knows and forefees, that it may ap- 
pear he would have them turn and live. (2.) That plagues 
fhould compel him to it, ver. 29. I will /mteHgypt, and then 
he will /e¢ you go. Note, Thofe will certainly be broken by the 


power of God’s hand, that will not bow to the power of his word ; 


we maybe fure, that when God judgeth, he will overcome. (3.) 
That his people fhould be more kind to them, and furniflythem 
at their departure with abundance of plate and jewels, to their 
‘great enriching, ver. 21, 22. J will give this people favour 
in the fight of the Egyptians. Note, 1. God fometimes makes 
the enemies of his people not only to be at peace with them, 
but to be kind to them. 2. God has many ways of balancing 
accounts between the zajured and the znjurtous ; of righting 
the opprefled, and compelling thofe that have done wrong to 
make reftitution ; for be fits in the throne judging right. 


CHAP. Iv. 


This chapter, 1. Continues and concludes God?s difcourfe 


uth Mofes at the bufh, concerning this great affair of 


bringing Ifrael out of Egypt. Firkt, Mofes objedts the peo~ 
ple’s unbelief, ver. 1.3 and God anfwers that objetion, 
by giving him a power to work miracles. 
his rod into a ferpent, and then into a rod again, ver. 2,— 
5. (2.) Zo make his hand leprous, and then whole again, 
ver. 6,—8. (3.) To turn the water into blood, ver. 9. 
Secondly, Mo/es objects his own flownefs of /peech, ver. 
20. and begs to be excufed, ver. 13. But God anfwers 
this objection, (1.) By promiing tim his prefence, ver. 
II, 12. 
ver. 14,--16. (3.) By putting an honour upon the very 
Sflaff in bis hand, ver. 17. 1. Lt begins Mofes? execution 
of his commiffion. (1.) He obtains leave of: his father- 
in-law to return into Egypt, ver. 18. (2.) He receives 
further inftru€tions and encouragements from God, ver. 
19, 21,—23. (3.) He haflens his departure, and takes 
bis family with him, ver. 20. (4.) He meets with fome 
difficulty in the way about the circumeifing of his fon, ver. 
24,—26. (5.) He has the fatisfadion of meeting his bro- 
ther Aarcn, ver. 27, 28. 
miffion before the elders of Ifrael, to their great joy, ver. 
29;—31- And thus the wheels were fet a-going towards 
that great deliverance. 


A ND Mofes anfwered, and faid, But behold, 

they will not believe me, nor hearken un- 
to my voice: for they will fay, The Lorp hath 
not appeared unto thee. 2 And the Lorp 
faid unto him, What is that in thine hand? 
And he faid, Arod. 3 And he faid, Caft it on 


the ground ; and he caft it on the ground, and 
it became a ferpent: and Mofes fled from be-. 


4 And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Put 
Gg forth 


fore it. 


(6.) He produceth his com- 


(1.) To turn © 


(2.) By joining Aaron in commiffion with him, — 


x 
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forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And | 


he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it be- 
came a rod in his hand. 5 That they may be- 
lieve the Lorn God of their fathers, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and the God of 
Jacob, hath appeared unto thee. 6 FY And 
the Lorp faid furthermore unto him, Put now 
thine hand into thy bofom; and he put his 
hand*into his bofom: and when he took it out, 
behold, his hand was leprous as fhow. 7 And 
he faid, Put thine hand into thy bofom again : 
And he put his hand into his bofom again, and 
plucked it out of his bofom, and behold, it was 
turned again as his other flefh. 8 And it fhall 
come to pafs, if they will not believe thee, nel- 
ther hearken to the voice of the firft fign, that 
they will believe the voice of the latter fign. 
9 And it fhall come to pats, if they will not be- 
lieve alfo thefe two figns, neither hearken unto 
thy voice, that thou fhalt take of the water of 
the river, and pour zt upon the dry-land: and 
the water which thou takeft out of the river, 
fhall become blood upen the dry land. 


It was a very great honour that Mofes was called to, when 
God commiflioned him to bring Ifrael out of Egypt; yet he 
is hardly perfuaded to accept the commiflion, and doth it at 
laft ‘with great relu&ancy; which we fhould rather impute to 
an humble diffidence he had of himfelf and his own fufficiency, 
than to any unbelieving’ diftruft of God, and his word and 

ower. Note, Thofe whom God defigns for preferment, he 
clothes with humility: The moft fz for fervice, are the leaft 
forward. f 

Firfi, Mofes objects, that in all probability the people would 
not hearken to his voice, ver. 1.3 % e. they would not take 
his bare word, unlefs he fhewed them fome fign, which he had 
not been yet inftruéted to do. This objection cannot be jufti- 
fied, becaufe it contradiéts what God had faid, chap. iii. 18. 
They /hall hearken to thy voice. \f God faith they welt, 
doth it become Mofes to fay they will not? Surely he means, 
Perhaps they will not at frff; or, fome of them will not. If 
there fhould be fome gainfayers among them that would quef- 
tion his comrniffion, how fhould he deal with them? and what 
courfe fhould he take to convince them? He remembered how 
they had once reye&ed him, and feared it would be fo again, 
Note, 1. Prefent difcouragements often arife from former dif- 
appointments. 2. Wife and good men have fometimes a worfe 
opinion of people than they deferve: Mofes faid, (ver. 1.) 
They will not beheve me; and yet he was happily miftaken ; 
for it is faid, ver. 31. The people believed; but then the figns 
which God appointed in anfwer to this objeGtion, were firft 
wrought in their fight. 


Secondly, God empowers him to work miracles; directs 


him to three particularly, two of which were now immediate- 
ly wrought for his own fatisfaction. Note, True miracles are 
the moft convincing external proofs of a divine miflion attefted 
by them. Therefore our Saviour often appealed to his works, 
as John v. 36.; and Nicodemus owns himfelf. convinced by 
them, John iii. 2. 
miflion given him as a. judge and law-giver to Hrael, has this 


feal affixed to his commiffion, and comes {upported with thefe 
eredentials, 


And here Mofes, having a fpecial com-. 


§ : Chap. IV. 


[{1.] The rod in his hand is made the fubjeét of a miracle, 
a double miracle: It is but thrown ot of his band, and it be- 
comes a ferpent; he refumes it; and it becomes @ rod again, 
ver. 2, 3,4. Now, 1. Here was a divine power manifefted 
in the change. itfelf, that.a dry ftick fhould be turned into a 
living ferpent, a lively one > fo formidable a one, that Mofes 
himfelf, on whom it fhould feem it turned in fome threatening 
manner, fled from before it; though we may fuppofe in that 
defart ferpents were no ftrange things to him: But what was 
produced miraculoufly was always the beft and ftrongeft of 
the kind, as the waver turned to wze; and then that this li-- 
ving ferpent fhould be turned into a dry ftick again, this was 
the Lord’s doing. 2s Here was an honour put upon Mofes, 
that this change was wrought upon his throwing it down and 
taking it up, without any fpell, or charm, or incantation. His 
being empowered thus to aét under God out of the commencourfe 
of nature and providence, was a demonftration of his authority 
under God to fettle a new difpenfation of the kingdom of 
grace. We cannot imagine that the God of ‘truth would de- 
legate fuch a power as this to an impoftor. 3. There was a 
fignificancy in the miracle itfelf: Pharaoh had turned the rod 
of Ifrael into a ferpenit, repreferiting them as dangerous, chap. 
i, 16. caufing their belly to cleave to the duft, and feeking their 
ruin ; but now they fhould be turned into a rod again: Or, 
thus Pharaoh had turned the-rod of government into the fers 
pent of oppreflion, from which Mofes had himfelf fled into 
Midian ; but by the agency of Mofes, the fcene was altered 
again. 4. There was a dire& tendency in it to convince the 
children of Iftael that Mofes was indeed fent of God to do 
what he did, ver. 5. Miracles were for figns to them that be-— 
heved not, 1 Cor. Xiv. 22. 

[2..] His hand itfelf is next made the fubject of a miracle: — 


- He puts it once into his bofom, and takes it out /eprous ; he 


puts it again into the fame place, and takes it out we//, ver. 
6,7. This fignified, 1. That Mofes, by the power of God, 
fhould bring fore difeafes upon Egypt; and that, at his prayer, 
they fhould be removed, 2. That whereas the Ifraelites in 
Egypt were become /eprous, polluted by fin, and almoft con- 
fumed by oppreflion, (a leper is es one dead, Numb. xii. 12.) ; 
by being taken’into the bofom of Mofes, they fhould be clean- 
fed and cured, and all their grievances redrefled. 3. That ~ 
Mofes was not to work miracles by his own power, nor for 
his own praife ; but by the power of God, and for his glory: 


The leprous hand of Mofes doth for ever exclude boa/fiing. ~ 


Now it is fuppofed, if the former fign did not convince, this: 
latter would. Note, God is willing more abundantly to thew 
the truth of his word, and is not fparing in his proofs; the 
multitude and vatiety of the miracles corroborates the evi- 


| dence. 


[3-] He is direéted, when he fhall come to Egypt, to turn: 
fome of the water of the river ino blood, ver. 9. This was. 
done at firft as a fign; but, ‘not gaining due credit with Pha- 
raoh, the whole river was afterwards ‘urned into blood, and: 
then it became a plague. He is ordered to work this miracle 
in cafe they would not be convinced by the other two. Note, . 
Unbelief fhall be left inexcufable, and conviéted of a wilful ob- 
ftinacy. As to the people of Iftael God had faid, (chap. itt. 
18.) They fhall hearken ; yet he appoints thefe miracles to: - 
be wrought for their conviction: For he that has ordained the- 
end, has ordained the means. . 


1o GF And Mofes faid unto the Lorp, Omy 
Lord, l amnot eloquent, neither heretofore, nor 


- fince thou haft fpoken unto thy fervant: but 
| Iam flow of fpeech, and of a flow tongue. 11: 


And the Lorn {aid unto him, Who hath made: 
ks man’s: 


Gian. IV; 


man’s mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or 
deaf, or the feeing, or the blind? have not I 


the Lorn? 12 Now therefore go, and I will be | 


with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou fhalt 
fay. 13 And he faid, O my Lord, fend, I pray 
thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt fend. 
14 And the anger of the Lorp was kindled a- 
gainft Mofes, and he faid, Zs not Aaron the 
Levite thy brother? 1 know that he can 
fpeak well. And alfo behold, he cometh forth 
to meet thee: and when.he feeth thee, he 
will be glad in his heart. 15 And thou fhalt 
fpeak uuto him, and put words in his mouth: 
and [ will be with thy mouth, and with his 
mouth, and will teach you what ye fhall do. 
16 And he fhall be thy fpokefman unto the 
people: and he fhall be, even he fhall be to 


thee inftead of a mouth, and thou fhalt be to | 


him inftead of God. 17 And thou fhalt take 
this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou fhalt do 
figns. 


Mofes ftill continues backward to the fervice God had de- 
figned him for, even to a fault: For now we can no longer 
impute it to his humility and modefty ; but muft own that 
there was too much of cowardice, flothfulnefs, and unbelief, 
in it. Obferve here, 

Firfi, How Mofes endeavours, to excufe himfelf from the 
work. 

[1.] He pleads, that he was no good {pokefman, ver. Le. 
O my Lord, I am not eloquent. He was a great philofopher,, 
ftatefman, and divine; and yet no orator: \A man of a clear 
head, great thought, and folid judgment; but had not a vo/u- 

ble tongue, nor ready utterance ; and therefore he thought him- 
felf unfit to {peak before great men, about great affairs, and in 
danger of being run down by the Egyptians. . Obferve, 1. 
We muft not judge of men by the readinefs and fluency of 
their difcourfe : Mofes was mighty in word, A&s vii. 22. and 
yet not e/oguent : What he faid was {trong and nervous, and 
to the purpofe, and diftilled as the dew, Deut. xxxii. 2, ; 
though he did not deliver himfelf with the readinefs, eafe, and 
finenefs, that fome do who haye not the tenth part of his fenfe, 
St Paul’s fpeech was contemptible, 2 Cor. x. 10. A great 
deal of wifdom and true worth is concealed by a /low tongue. 
z. God is pleafed fometimes to make choice of thofe as his 
meflengers, who.have leaft of the advantages of art or nature, 
that his grace in them may appear the more glorious: Chrift’s 
difciples were no orators, till the Spirit made them fo, 

[2.] When that plea was over-ruled, and all his excufes 
were anfwered, he begged that God would fend fome one elfe 
on this errand, and leave him to keep fheep in. Midian, ver. 
13. Send by any hand but mine;, thou canft certainly find 
one much- more fit. Note, An unwilling mind will take up 
with a forry excufe rather than none, and is willing to devolve 
thofe fervices upon others that have any thing of difficulty or 

_ danger in them, , 

Secondly, How God condefcends to anfwer all his excufes: 
Though the anger of the Lord was kindled againft him, ver. 
14. yet he continued to reafon with him till he had overcome 
him. Note, :. Even /e/fdifidence, when it grows into an ex- 
treme, when it either hinders us from duty, or clogs us i, du- 
ty, or difcourageth our dependance upon the grace of God, is 
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| own glory, John ix. 3. 
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very difpleafing to him: God juftly refents our backwardnefs 
to ferve him, and has reafon to take it ill; for he is fuch a 
Benefo@or as is before-hand with us, and fuch a Rewarder 
as will not be dchind-hand with us. 2. God is juttly difpfea- 


| fed with thofe whom yet he doth not rejed#: He vouchfafes | 
to rea/on the cafe even with his froward children, and over- 
/ comes them, as he did Mofes here, with grace and kindnefs. 


1. To balance the weaknefs of Mofes, he here minds him 
of his own power, ver. 11. (1.) His power in that concern- 
ing which Mofes made the objection: Who bas made man’s 
mouth ? Have not-£ the Lord? Mofes knew that God made 
‘man, but he mult be minded now that God made man’s mouth: 
Aneye to God as Creator would help us over a great many of 
the difficulties which lie in the way of our duty, Pfal. cxxiv. 8. 
God, as the Author of nature, has given us the power and faculty 
of fpeaking ; and, as the fountain of gifts and graces, from him 
comes the faculty of {peaking well ; the sxourh and wifdom, 


| Luke xsi.1g. the tongue of the learned, \a.l. 4.: He pours 


grace into the lips, Pfal. xlv. 2. (2.) His power in general 
over the other faculties: Who but he mates the dumb and 


| the deaf, the feeing and the bind? iff, The perfections of 


our faculties are his work: He makes the /eeing; he formed 
the eyes Plal. xciv. 9.3 he opens the underftanding, the eye of 
the mind, Luke xxiv. 45. 2d/y, Their imperfections are from 
him too: He makes the dumb, and deaf, and blind. Is there 


| any evil of this kind, and the Lord has not done it? No doubt 


he has, and always in wifdom and righteoufnefs, and for his 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians were 
made deaf and bind fpiritually, as Ha. vi. 9, 10. But God - 


| knew how to manage them, and get himfelf honour upon them. 


2. To, encourage him in this great undertaking, he repeats 


| the promife of his prefence ; not only in general, J wi// be 
_ with thee, chap. iii. 12.3 but in particular, J we// be with 
_ thy mouth, {fo that the imperfe&tions in thy fpeech fhall be no. 
| prejudice to thy meflage. 
| prefently remove the infirmity, whatever it was; but he did 
| that which was equivalent, he taught him whar to fay, and 


It doth not appear that God didy 


then let the matter recommend itfelf: If others fpoke more 
gracefully, none {poke more powerfully. Note, Thofe whom 
God employs to /peak for him, ought to depend upon him 
for inftructions, and i /hall be given them what they /hall 
Speak, Mat. x. 19. 

3. He joins Aaron in commiffion with him: He promifeth 
that Aaron fhould meet him opportunely, and that he would 
be glad to fee him, they having not feen one another (itis like- 
ly) for many years, ver. 14. He directs him to make ufe of 
Aaron as his /poke/man, ver. ¥6. God might have laid Mo- 
fes wholly afide for his backwardnefs to be employed ; but he 
confidered his frame, and ordered him an afliftant. Obferve, 
(1.) That two are better than one, Eccl. iv. 9. God will 
have his wo wiatneffe1, Rev. xi. 3. that out of their mouth e- 
very word may be eftablifhed. (2.) Aaron was the brother 
of Mofes; Divine Wifdom fo ordering it, that their natural 
affection one to another, might ftrengthen their union in the 
joint. execution of their commiflion. Chrift fent his difciples 
two and two, and fome of the couples were brothers. 3.) 
Aaron was the e/der brother; and yet he was willing to be 
employed under Mofes in this affair, becaufe God would have’ 
it fo. (4.) Aaron could /peak we//, and yet-was far inferior 
to Mofes in wifdom: God difpenfeth his gifts varioufly to the 
children of men, that we may fee our need one of another, and 
each may contribute fomething to the good of the body, 1 Cor. 
xii. 21. . The tongue of Aaron, with the head and heart of 
Mofes, would make one completely fit for this embaffy. (5.) 
God promifeth, [wi// be cwzth thy mouth, and with his mouth. 
Eyen Aaron that could /peak wel/, yet could not fpeak to 

Gg2 purpole, 


x, 
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purpofe, unlefs God were with his mouth ; without the con- 
{tant aids of divine grace, the beft gifts will fail. 

4. He bids him take he rod with him in his hand, ver. 17. 
to intimate, that he muft bring about. his undertaking rather 
by acting than by /peaking; the figns he fhould work with this 
rod, might abundantly fupply the want of eloquence ; one mi- 
racle would do him better fervice than all the rhetoric in the 
world. Take thes rod, the rod he carried as a fhepherd, that 
he would not be afhamed of that mean condition out of which 
God called him. This rod muft be his ftaff of authority, and 
muft be to him inftead both of /word and /cepire.. 


-18 4 And Mofes went and returned to Jethro 
his father-in-law, and faid unto him, Let me go, 
I pray thee, and return unto my brethren, which 
are in Egypt, and fee whether they be yet a- 
live. And Jethro faid to Mofes, Go in peace. 
tg And the Lorn faid unto Mofes in Midian, 
Go, return into Egypt: for all the men are dead 
which fought thy life. 20 And Mofes took his 
wife, and his fons, and fet them upon an afs, 
and he returned to the land of Egypt. And 
Mofes took the rod of God in his hand. 21 And 
the Lorn faid unto Mofes, When thou goeft to. 
return into Egypt, fee that thou do all thofe 
wonders before Pharaoh which I have. put in 
thine hand: but I will harden his heart, that 
he fhall not let the people go. 22 And thou. 
fhalt fay unto Pharaoh, Thus faith the Lorp, 
Hrael is my fon, even my firft-born. 23 And 
I fay unto thee, Let my fon go, that he may 
ferve me: and if thou. refufego let him go, be- 
hold, I will flay thy fon. even thy firft-born. 


Here, Fi7/?,, Mofes obtains leave of his father-in-law to. re- 
turn into Egypt, ver. 18. His father-in-law had been kind 
to him when he was‘a ftranger ; and therefore he would not’ 
be fo uncivil as to-leave his family, nor fo unjuft as to. leave 
his fervice without giving him notice. Note,. The honour of 


~_ being admitted into communion with God, and. employed for 


him, doth not difcharge us from the duties of our relations.and 
callings in this world. Mofés &id nothing to his father-in-law 
(for ought appears) of the glorious appearance of God to him; 
fuch favours we are to be thankful for to God, but not ta boaft 
of before men. 

Secondly, He receives from God further encouragements: 
and directions in his work. . After God had appeared to him 
in the bufh to fettle a correfpondence, it fhould feem he often 
fpake to him as there was occafion, with lefs of folemnity: 
Ang): 

[1.] He affures Mofes that the coafls were clear: What- 
ever new enemies, he might make by this undertaking, his old 
enemies were a// dead, all that fought bis life, ver. 19. Per- 
haps fome fecret fear of falling into their hands was at the bot- 
tom: ef Mofes’ backwardnefs to go to Egypt, though he was 
not willing to own i, but pleaded unworthinefs, .infufficiency, 
want of elocution, G’c. Note, God knows all the temptations 
his people lie under, and- how to arm. them againt{t their fecret 
fears, Pfal. cxlii. 3 

[2.] He orders him to do the miracles, not only before the 
elders of Ifrael, but before Pharaoh, ver. 21. There were 


+ .fome alive perhaps in the court of Pharaoh, who remembered 


EX OD Us 


| dea bis heart. 
the groans and cries of the oppreffed Iffaelites, and /but up the 


_ liberty and honour I am very jealous for. 
| fon that ferves me; and therefore muft be /pared, mutt be” 
| pleaded for, Mal. iii. 17. 


Twill flay thy fon, even thy jrfi-born. 


| yet grace will 
‘ heavenly viftcen. 


Chap. IV.. 


Mofes when he was the fon of Pharaoh’s daughter, and had. 


/ manyatime called him a fool for deferting the honours of that 
' relation; but he is now feat back to court clad with greater 


powers than Pharaoh’s daughter could have advanced him to, 
fo that it might appear he was no lofer by his choice; This 
wonder-working rod did more adorn the hand of Mofes than 
the {ceptre of Egypt could have done. Note, 'T hofe that look 
with contempt upon worldly honours, fhall be} recompenfed. 
with the honour that cometh. from. God, which is the true ho- 


_ nour. 


[3.] That Pharaoh’s obftinacy might be no furprife or dif. 
couragement tovhim, God tells him before, that he would hare ~ 
Pharaoh had hardened his own heart again{t~ 


bowels of his compaffion from them; and now God; in a way 
of righteous judgment, hardens his heart again{t the conviction 
of the miracles, and terrors of the plagues. Note, Minifters” 
muft expect with many to labour in vain: We muft not think 
it ftrange if we meet with thofe who will not be wrought upon 
by the ftrongeft arguments and faireft reafonings; yet our 


judgment is with the Lord. 


[4.] Words are put into his mouth wherewith to addrefs. 
Pharaoh, ver. 22, 23. God had promifed him, ver. 12, [ 


| will teach thee what thou‘ fhalt fay; and here he doth*teach 
| him. 


(1.) He muft deliver his meffage in the name of the 
Great Jehovah, Thus faith the Lord. This‘is the firft time 
that preface is ufed by any man, whieh afterwards is ufed fo 
frequently by all the prophets: Whether Pharaoh will hear, 


| or whether he will forbear, Mofes muft tell him, Thus faith 


the Lord. (2.) He muft let Pharaoh know Ifrael’s relation 


| to.God, and God’s concern for Ifrael. Ls [rae/ a fervant, 


ts he a home-born flave ? Jer. ii. 14. No; /frael is my fons. 


my firf-born ; precious in.my fight, honourable and dear to. 
me, not to be thns infulted and abufed. 


(3-} He muft de- 
mand a difcharge for them; Let my fon go: Not only my 
fervant, whom thou haft no right to detain ; but my fon, whofe 
It is mp Jon, my: 


(4.) He muft threaten Pharaoh 
with the death of the fiz/?-born of Egypt, in cafe of a refufal : 
As men deal with 
God’s people, let them expeét fo to be themfelves. dealt with 3 
with the froward he will wrefile. 

Thirdly, Mofes addrefleth himfelf to this expedition : When. 
God had affured him, ver. 19. that the men were dead which 


Sought his life, immediately it follows, ver. 20. he took his 


wife and his fons, and fet out for Egypt. Note, Though cors. 
ruption may object much againft the fervices God calls us to 3 
get the upper-hand, and will be obedient to the- 


_ 24 And it came to pafs by the way in the 
mn, that the Lorp. met him, and fought to kill 
him. 25 Then Zipporah took a fharp ftone, 


-and cut off the foreikin of her fon, and caft i¢ 


at his feet, and faid, Surely a bloody hufband | 
art thou to me. 26 So he let him go: then fhe* 


 faid, A bloody hufband thou art, becaufe of the: 


F circumcifion. 


27 4 And the Lorn faid to Aa-’ 
ron, Go into the wildernefs.to meet Mofes. And 
he went and met him in the mount of God, and. - 
kifled him. 28 And Mofes told Aaron all the 
words of the Lorp, who had fent him, and all - 
the figns which he had commanded hint. 29 ¥ 

> And 


‘ 


EXOD US, 


‘] Chap. IV. 


And Mofes and Aaron went, and gathered to. | 
gether all the elders of the children of Lirael. 
30 And Aaron fpake all the ‘words which* the 

ord had fpoken unto Mofes, and did the figns 
in the fight of the people. 31 And the people 
believed : and when they heard that the Lorp 
had vifited the children of Lrael, and that he 
had looked upon their affliGtion, then they bow- 
ed their heads and worfhipped. 


Mofes is here going to Egypt; and we are told, 

Firji, How God met him ia anger, ver. 24,—26. This 
is a very difficult paflage of ftory: Much has been written, 
and excellently well, to make it sme//zgib/e; we will try to make 
it umproveabie. Here is, 

[1.] The fin. of Mofes, which was neglecting to circumcifé 
his fon ; which perhaps was the effect of his being unequally 
yoked with a Midianite, who was too indulgent of her:chzdd, 
and Mofes fo of der. Note, (1.) We have need to watch 
carefully over our own hearts, left fondnefs of any relation pre- 
vail above our love to God, and take us off from our duty to 
him. It is charged upon Eli, that he honoured bis fons more 
than God, 1 Sam. ii. 29.3 and fee Mat. x. 37. (2s) Even 

ood men.are apt to cool in their zeal for God and duty, 

hen they have long been deprived of the fociety of the faith- 
ful. Solitude has its advantages, bat they feldom balance the 
fofs of Chriftian communion. 

[2.] God’s difpleafure again{t him: He met him, and pro- 
bably by a fword in an angel’s hand foughé to kill him. This 
was a great change: Very lately-God was eonverfing with 
him, and lodging a truft in him as‘a friend; and now, coming 
forth againft him as an enemy. Note, (1.) Omiflions are fins, 
and mu(t come into judgment, and particularly the contempt 
and neglect of the feals of the covenant; for it is a fign we 
undervalue the promifes of the covenant, and are difpleafed . 
swith the conditions. of it. He that has made a bargain, and 
is not willing to feal and ratify it, one may juftly fufpect he 
neither likes it, nor defigns to -{tand to-it. (2.) God takes 
notice of, and. is much difpleafed with, the fins of his own 
people ; if they neglect their duty, let them expeét to hear of 
st by their confciences, and perhaps to feel from tt by crofs 
providences ; for this caufe many are sick and weak, as fome . 
thmk Mofes was here. . 

Thirdly; The fpeedy performance of the duty, for the ne« 
glect of which God bad now a-controverfy with him. His 
fon mutt be circumcifed ; -he is difabled to do it; therefore in 
this cafe ef neceflity, Zipporah doeth it ; whether with paflion- 
ate words, exprefling the diflike of the ordinance itfelf, or at 
leaft the adminiftration of-it to fo young a child, and in-a jour- 
ney (as to me it feems;) or with proper words, folemnly ex- 
prefling the efpou/al of the child to God by the covenant of 
circumcifion, as fome read it; or her. thankfulnefs to God for 
{paring her hufband, giving him a new life, and thereby giving 
her, as it were, a new marriage to him, upon her circumcifing 
her fon, as others read it; 1 cannot determine: But-we learn, 
3. That when God difcoyers: to us- what is amifs-in our lives, 
we mutt give all diligence to amend it {peedily, and particular- 
ly retur to the duties we have neglected. 2. The-putting a= 
way-of our fins is indifpenfably neceflary to the removal of 
God’s judgments: This is the vorce of every rod, it calls us 
to return to him that fmiteth us. 

Fourthly, The releafe of Mofes thereupon; fo he let him 
' go. ‘The diltemper went off, the deftroying angel withdrew, and 

all was: well: Only Zipporah cannot forget-the-fright fhe was. 


_ able meeting of relatiens and. friends, 


Efe) J 


in; but will unreafonably call Mofes a b/oody hufband, becaufe 
he obliged her to circumcife the child ; and upon this occafion 
(it is probable) he fent them back to his father-in-law, that 
they might not create him any farther uaeafinefs. Note, 1. 
When we return to God in a way of duty, he will return to 
us in a way of mercy: Take away the caufe, and the effect 
will ceafe. 2. We mutt refolve to bear it patiently, if our 
zeal for God, and his inftitutions be mifinterpreted and dif- 
couraged by fome that fhould underftand themfelves and us, 
aod their daty, better; as David’s by Michal: But if this be 
to be wile, if this be to be b/oody, we mult be yet more fo. 
3. When we have any fpecial fervice to do for God, -we 
fhould remove that as far from us as we can-which is likely to 
be our hindrance: Let the dead bury their deads. but follow- 
thou me. 
Secondly, How-Aaron met him in love, ver. 27, 28. (1.) 


- God fent Aaron to meet him, and direéted him where to find 


him; zn the wilderne/s that lay towards Midian. Note, 
The Providence of God is to be acknowledged in the comforts - 
(2.) Aaron made fo 
much-hafte, in obedience to his God; and in love. to his bro- 
ther, that he met him in the mount of God, the place where 
God had met with him. (3.) They embraced one another 


P with mutual endearments: ‘he more they faw of God’s im- 
* mediate direction in bringing them together, the more pleafant 
° their interview was.. They é/fed, not only in token of bro- 


therly affeétion, and in remembrance of ancient acquaintance, 


but as a pledge of their hearty concurrence in the work they: 


were jointly called to. (4.) Mofes informed his brother of 
the commiffion he had received, with -all: the in{traGtions and. 
credentials affixed to it, ver: 28:- Note, What we know of 
God, we fhould communicate for the benefit of others; amd 
thofe that are fellow-fervants to God in the fame work, fhould - 
ufe a mutual freedom, and endeavour rightly and-fully to un- 
derftand one another. : 

Thirdly, How the elders of Tfrael met him in faith and o- 


- bedience. When Mofes and Aaron firft opened their commit 


‘fion in-Egypt ; faid what they were ordained to fay; and, to 
_confirm that, did what they were ordered to do; they met 
with-better acceptance than they promifed themfelves, ver. 295° 
—31. (1.) The Ifraclites gave credit to them: The people. 
believed; as-‘God had foretold, chap. ii. 18.; knowing that 
no man could do-thefe works that he did, unlefs God were 
with hun.’ (2.)They gave glory to God: They bowed their 
heads and wor/hipped; therein exprefling not only their humble - 
thankfulnefs to God, who had raifed them up and fent them a. - 
deliver ; but alfo their cheerfi > readinefs to obferve orders, 
and purfue the methods of their deliverance. . 


CH ALPS Vs — 

Mofes and Aaron are here dealing with Pharaoh, to get” 
leave of him to go worfbip in the wildernefs. 1, Theyr= 
demand leave in the name of God, ver. 1.3;.and be anfwers 
their demand with a defignce of God, ver.-2- - Il. They 
beg leave in the name of Ifrael, ver..3.; and he anfwers 
their requeft with further orders to opprefs Ifrael, yer. 45-- 
—9. Thefe cruel orders were, (1.) Executed by the 
tafe-maflers, vet. 10,—14.. (2.) Complained of to Pha- 
rach, but in vain, ver. 15,—19- (3.) Complained of by 
the, people to Mofes, ver..20, 21.3 and by him to God, - 
Ver. 225 23s 

—A”.ND afterwards Mofes and Aaron went. in 

f\ and told Pharaoh, Thus faith the Lorp: 

God of Iirael, Let my people go, that they may 

hold a feaft unto me.in the wildernefs. 2 And. 

Pharaoh - 


‘ 


Pharaoh faid, Who zs the Lorn, that I fhould 
obey his voice to let Hrael go? I know not the 
Lorp, neither will I let Ifrael go. 


Mofes and Aaron having delivered their meflage to the el- 
ders of Ifrael, with whom they found good acceptance, are 
now to deal with Pharaoh, to whom they come in peril of 
their lives ; Mofes particularly, who perhaps was owt-/awed for 
killing the Egyptian forty years before; and if any of the old 
courtiers fhould happen to remember that again{t him now, that 
might have coft him his head: However, the meflage itfelf was 
difpleafing, and touched Pharaoh both in his honour and in 
his profit, two tender points; yet thefe faithful ambaffadors 
boldly deliver their errand, whether he will hear, or whether 
he will forbear. 

Firf, Their demand is pioufly bold, ver. 1. Thus faith 
the Lord God of Ifrael, Let my people go. Mofes, in treat- 
ing with the elders of Ijrac/, is direéted to call God 
the God of their fathers; but, in treating with Pharaoh, 
they call him the God of Ifrae/, and itis the firft time we 
find him called fo in fcripture: He is called the God of 
Yracl, the Perfon, Gen. xxxiii. 20.3 but here it is [/rae/, 
the People. They are juft beginning to be formed into a peo- 
ple when God is called their God. Mofes, it is likely, was 
direéted to call him fo; at leaft it. might be inferred from chap. 
iv. 22. Jfraelis my fon, In this great name they deliver 
their meflage, Let my people go. (1.) They were God's 
people; and-therefore Pharaoh ought not to detain them in 
bondage. Note, God will own his people, though never fo 
poor and defpicable ; and will find a time to plead their caufe. 
The Ifraelites are flaves in Egypt: But they are my people, 
faith God; and I will not fuffer them to be always trampled 
upon: See Ifa. lii. 4, 5. (2.) He expected fervices and fa- 
crifices from them; and therefore they muft have leave to go 
where they could freely exercife their religion, without giving 
offence to, or receiving offence from, the Egyptians. Note, 
God delivers his people out of the hand of their enemies, that 
‘they may /erve him, and ferve him cheerfully ; that they may 
hold a feaft to bum; which they may do while they have his 
favour and prefence, even 12 a wildernefs, a dry and barren 
Jand. 

Secondly, Pharaoh’s anfwer is impioufly bold, ver. 2. Who 
as the Lord, that I fhould obey his voice? Being fummoned 
to furrender, he thus hangs out the flag of defiance, heétors 
Mofes and the God that fends him, and peremptorily refufeth 
to let Ifrael go; he will not treat about it, nor fo much as 
hear the mention of it. Obferye, 

[1.] How fcornfully he fpeaks of the God of Ifrael: Who 
is Fehovah? I neither know him, nor care for him; neither 
value him, nor fearhim. Itis a hard name that he never heard 
of before, but he refolves it fhall be no bugbear to him. Ffrael 
-was now a defpifed oppreffed people, looked on as the tail of 
the nation ; and by the chara¢ter they bore, he makes his efti- 
mate of their Gods and concludes, that he made no better 
figure among the gods, than his people did among the nations. 
Note, ( 1.) Hardened perfecutors are more malicious againft God 
himflf, than they are again{t his people: See Ha. xxxvii. 23. 
(z.) Ignorance and contempt of God are at the bottom of all 
the wickednefs that is in the world. Men snow not the Lord, 
or have very low and mean thoughts of him; and therefore 
they oLey not bis vorce, nor will /et any thing go for him. 

[2:} How proudly he {peaks of himfelf; shat I fhould obey 
his voice: I, the king of Egypt, a great people, obey the God 
of Ifrael, a poor enflaved people? “Shall 1, that rule the Z/rae/ 
of God, obey the God of Ifrael? No, itis below me, I feorn 
to anfwer his fummons. Note, They are the children of pride 


| felves. 
| they did make heretofore, you fhall lay upon 


Chap. v. 


that are the children of difobedience, Job xli. 34. Eph. v. 5, 
6. Proud men think themfelves too good to ftoop even to 
God himfelf, and would not be under controul, Jer. xliii. 2. 
Here’is the core of the controverfy ; God muft rule, but man 


| will not be ruled: I will have my will done, faith God: but — 


T will do my own will, faith the finner. . 
[3.] How refolutely he denies the demand: Neither will 

I let Ifrael go. Note, Of all finners, none are fo obftinate, 

nor fo hardly perfuaded to leave their fin, as perfecutors are. 


3 And they faid, The God of the Hebrews 
hath met with us: let us go, we pray thee, 
three days journey into the defart, and facrifice 
unto the Lorp our God; left he fall upon us 
with peftilence, or with the fword. 4 And the 
king of Egypt faid unto them, Wherefore do 
ye, Mofes and Aaron, let the people from their 
works? get you unto your burdens. 


now are many, and you make them reft from 
their burdens. 6 And Pharaoh commanded 
the fame day the tafk-mafters of the people, 
and their officers, faying, 7 Ye fhall no more 
give the people ftraw to make ‘brick, as here- 
tofore: let them go and gather ftraw for them- 
8 And the tale of the bricks which 


them; you fhall not diminith oug#t thereof: 


| for they de idle; therefore they cry, faying, 
Let us go and facrifice to our God. g Let there 


more work he laid upon the men,-that they 
may labour therein: and let them-not regard 
vain words. 


Finding that Pharaoh had no veneration at all for God, 
next they try whether he had any compaffion for Ifracl, and 
become humble fuitors to him for leave to go facrifice; but in 
vain. 

Firf, The requeft is very humble and modeft, ver. ep 
They make no complaint of the rigour they were ruled with; 
They plead, that this journey defigned, was nota project forms 
ed among themfelves ; but their God had met with them, and 


called them to it: They beg with all fubmiffion, We pray - 


thee. "The poor ufeth treaties, Though God may /ummon 
princes that opprefs, it becomes us.to be/eech, and make /up- 
plication to them, What they afk is very reafonable ;- only 
for a fhort vacation, while they went three days juurney into 
the cdefari; and that on a good errand, and unexceptionable : 
We will /acrifce to the Lord our Gov, as other people do to 
theirs. And (Laj/ily,) They give a good reafon: Left if we 
quite caft off his worfhip,. be fa/f upon us with one judgment 


_ or other; and then Pharaoh will lofe his vaffals. 


Secondly, Pharaoh’s denial of their requeft is very barbarous 
and unreafonable, ver. 4,—9. hi ce 

[1.] His /ugge/ions were very unreafonable: y.’That the 
people were idle, and that therefore they talked of going to 
facrifice, Vhe cities they built for Pharaoh, and the other 
fruit of their labours, were witnefles for them that they were 
not idle; yet he thus bafely mifreprefents them, that he might 
have a pretence to inereafe ther burdens, 2, That Mofes 
and Aaron made them idle with waza word:, ver. 9g. . God’s 
words are here called vas words; and thofe that called them 


to 


ra 


5 And . 
Pharaoh faid, Behold, the people of the land’ 


Chap. V. 


to the beft and moft needful bufme/s, are accufed as making 
them id/e, Note, ‘Whe malice of Satan has often reprefented 
the feryice andgworfhip of God, as fit employment for thofe 
only that have nothing elfe to do, and the bufinefs only of the 


idle ; whereas indeed it is the indifpenfible duty of thofe that — 


are moft bufy in the world. 

[2.] His refolutions hereupon were moft barbarous. - r. 
Mofes and Aaron themfelves muft get to ther burdens, ver. 
4. They are Iraelites ; and however God had diltinguifhed 


them from the reft, Pharaoh makes no difference; they mult - 


fhare in the common flavery of their nation. Perfecutors have 
always taken a particular pleafure in putting contempt and 
hardfhip upon the minifters of the churches, 2. The ufual 
tale of bricks mult be exaéted, without the ufual allowance of 
itraw, to mix with the clay, or to burn them with ; that thus 
more work might be laid upon the men; which if they pet- 
formed, they would be broken with labour, and if not they 
would be expofed to punifhment: 


10 4 And the tatk-mafters of the people 


went out, and their officers, and they fpake to | 


the people, faying, Thus faith Pharaoh, I will 
not pive you ftraw. 31 Go ye, get you ftraw 


where you can find it: yet not ought of your » 


work fhall be diminifhed. 12 So the people 
were {cattered abroad throughout all the land 
of Egypt, to gather ftubble inftead of ftraw. 
13 And the tafk-mafters hafted them, faying, 
Fulfil your works, your daily tafks, as when 
there was ftraw. 14 And the officers of the 


children of Hrael, which Pharaoh’s tafk-mafters 


had fet over them, were beaten, and demand- 

\ ed, Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your tafk 

-in making brick, both yefterday and to-day, 
as heretofore ? 


Pharaoh’s orders are here put in execution: Straw is denied, 
and yet the work not diminifhed. [1.] The Egyptian tafk- 
matters were very /evere. 
ous decrees, the tafk-mafters were ready to write the grievou/- 
nefs that he had preferibed, Ifa. x. 1. Cruel princes will ne- 
ver want cruel inftruments to be employed under them, who 
will juftify them in that which is moft unreafonable. Thefe 
tafle-mafters infifted upon the daily talks, as when there was 
fraw, ver. 13+ See what nedd we have to pray that we may 
be delivered from wicked and unreafonable men, a Thel. iit, 
2. The enmity of the ferpent’s feed againft the feed of the 
woman is fuch as breaks through all the laws of reafon, ho- 
nour, humanity, and common juftice. [2.] The people here- 
by were difperfed throughout all the land of Egypt, to gather 
Sfiubble, vet, 12, _ By this means Pharaoh’s unjuft and bar- 
barous ufage of them came to be known to all the kingdom, 
and perhaps caufed them to be pitied by their neighbours, and 
made Pharaoh’s government lefs acceptable, even to his own 
fubjects: Good-will is never got by perfecution. 
Ifraelite-officers were efpecially abufed, ver. 14. They that 
were the fathers of the houfes of Ifrael paid dear for their ho- 
_ nour; for from them immediately the fervice was exacted, and 
they were beaten when it was not performed.. See here, 1. 
What a miferable thing flavery is; and what reafon we have to 
be thankful to God for it, that we are a free people, and. not 
opprefled. Liberty and property are valuable jewels in the 


eyes of thofe whofe fervices and poffeflions lie purely at the. 


iho) 2 is a SR 


Pharaoh having decreed unrighte- — 


[3.] The. . 
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mercy of an arbitrary powef. 2. What difappointments we 
often meet with after the raifing of ‘our expectations. ‘The 
Ifraelites were now lately encouraged to hope for enlargement ; 
but behold greater diftrefs: This teaches us always to resorce 
with trembling. 3. What ftrange {teps God fometimes takes 
in delivering his people: He often brings them to the utmott 
ftraits then when he is juft ready to appear for them. The 
loweft ebbs go before the higheft tides; and very cloudy 
mornings commonly introduce the faireft days, Deut. xxxil. 
36. God’s time to help is when things aré at the worlt ; 
and Providence verifies the paradox, The worfe the better. 


15 | Then the officers of the children of If 
rael came and cried unto Pharaoh, faying, 
Wherefore dealeft thou thus with thy fervants? 
16 There is no ftraw given unto thy fervants, 
and they fay to us, Make brick: and behold, 
thy fervants ave beaten: but the fault zs in 
thine own people. 17 But he faid, Ye are 
idle, ye are idle: therefore ye fay, Let us go, 
and do facrifice to the Lorn. 18 Go there- 
fore now avd work: for there fhall no ftraw 
be given you, yet fhall ye deliver the tale of 
bricks. 31g And the officers of the children of 
Ifrael did fee that they were in evil cafe, after 
it was faid, Ye fhall not minifh ought from your 
bricks of your daily tafk. 20 4 And they met. 
Mofes and Aaron, who ftood in the way, as 
they came forth from Pharaoh. 21 And they 
faid unto them, The Lorp look upon you, and 
judge; becaufe you have made our favour to 
be abhorred in the-eyes of Pharaoh, and in the- 
eyes of his fervants, to put a {word in their 
hands to flay us. 22 And Mofes returned un- 
to the Lorp, and faid,- Lorn, wherefore haft- 
thou /o evil intreated this people? why zs it that 
thou haft fent me? 23 For fince I came to. 
Pharaoh to {peak in thy name, he. hath done. 


. evil to this people ;, neither haft thou delivered. 


thy people at all, 


It was a great {trait that the head-workmen were in, when: 
they muft either abufe thofe that were under them, or be as 
bufed by thofe that were over them: yet, it fhould feem, ra- 
ther than they would tyranwze, they would be tyrannized ge- 
ver; and they were fo. In this evd/ cafe, ver. tg, obferve, 

Fit, How jultly they complained to Pharaoh: They came 
and cried unto Pharaoh, (ver. 15.) Whither elfe fhould they 
go with a remonftrance of their grievances. but to the fupreme 
power which is ordained for the protection of the injured; As- 
bad as Pharaoh was, his oppreffed fubjeéts had liberty to com- 
plain to him:. There was no law againft petitioning. It was 
avery modeft, but moving reprefentation they made of their 
condition, ver. 16. Thy /ervanis are beaten, (feverely enough, . 
no doubt, when things were in fuch a ferment); and yet, she 
fault isin thine own people, the tafk«mafters, who deny us: 
what is neceflary for carrying on our work.. Note, It is com-- 


- mon for thofe to be moft vigorous in blaming others. who are 


moft blame-worthy themfclves. . 
But what did they get by this complaint? It.did but make- 
ill 
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ill worfe. (1.) Pharaoh taunted them, ver. 17.: When they 
were almoft killed with working, he told them they were zdle- 
They underwent the fatigue of induftry, and yet lay under the 
imputation of flothfulnefs; and yet nothing appeared but this 
to ground the eharge upon, they faid, Let us go and do facri- 
fice. Note, It is common for the beft actions to be put under 


the worft charaéters ; holy diligence in the beft bufinefs is - 


cenfured by many as culpable careleffnefs in the bufinefs of 
‘the world. It is well for us that men are not to be our 
judges, but a God who knows what the principles are we go 
upon. Thofe that are diligent in doing facrifice to the Lord, 
will with God efcape the doom of the flothful fervant, though 
with men they do not. (2.) He bound on their burdens: Go 
vow and work, ver. 18. Note, Wickedne/s proceedeth from 
the wicked; what can be expected from unrighteous men, but 
more unrighteoufnefs ? : 
Secondly, How unjuftly they complained of Mofes and 
Aaron, ver. 21. The Lord look upon you, and gudge. This 
was not fair: Mofes and Aaron had given fufficient evidence 
of their hearty good-will to the liberties of Ifrael; and yet be- 
caufe things fucceed not prefently fo as they hoped, they are 
reproached as acce/Jaries to their flavery. They fhould have 
humbled themfelves before God, and taken to themfelves the 
fhame of their fin, which turned away good things from them; 
but inftead of that, they fly in the face of their beft friends, 
and quarrel with the inftruments of their deliverance, becaufe 
of fome little difficulties and obftruétions they meet with in it. 
Note, Thofe that. are called out to public fervice for God and 
their generation, muft expect to be tried, not only by thé ma- 
licious threats of proud enemies, but by the unjuft and unkind 
cenfures of unthinking friends, who judge only by outward ap- 
pearance, and look but a little way before them. 
Now what did Mofes do in this ftrait? It grieved him to 


the heart that the event did not anfwer, but rather contradié, » 


his expectation ; and their upbraidings were very cutting, and 
“ike a [word in his bones. But, 

iff, He returned to the Lord, (ver. 22.) to acquaint him 
with it, and to reprefent the cafe to him. He knew that 
what he had faid and done was by divine direétion; and there- 
fore what blame is laid upon him for it he looks upon as re- 
flecting upon God, and, like Hezekiah, fpreads it before him 

- as interefted in the caufe, and appeals to him: compare this 
with Jer. xx. 7, 8,9. Note, When we find ourfelves at any 
time perplexed and embarraffed in the way of our duty, we 
* ought to have recourfe to God, and lay open our cafe before 

him by faithful and fervent prayer: If we retreat, retreat fo 
him, and no further. 

2dly, He expoftulated with him, ver. 22, 23. He knew 
not how to reconcile the providence with the promife and 
the commiflion he had received. Is this God’s coming 
down to deliver Ifrael ? Muft I, who hoped to be a blefling 
to them, become a fcourge to them? By this attempt to get 
them out of the. pit, they are but funk the further into it. Now 
he afks, 

[1.] Wherefore haf thou fo evil intreated this people 2? 

Note, 1. Even then when God is coming towards his peo- 
ple in ways of mercy, yet fometimes he takes fuch methods as 
that they may think themfelves but 7// treated. The inftru- 
ments of deliverance, when they aim to he/p, prove to binders 
and that becomes a trap, which it was hoped would have been 
for their we/fare ; God fuffering it to be fo, that we may 
learn to ceafe from man, and may come off from a depend- 
ance upon fecond caufes. 2. When the people of God think 
themfelves i// treated, they fhould go to God by prayer, and 
plead with him, and that is the way to have better treatment 
in God’s good time. 
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[2.] Why zs ct that thou haft ent mé 2 oe 

Thus, 1. He complains of his ill fuccefs: Pharaoh has 
done evil to this people, and not one ftep feems to be taken 
towards their deliverance. Note, It cannot but fit very heavy 
upon the fpirits of thofe whom God employs for him, to fee 
that their labour doth 70 good, and much more to fee that 2 
doth hurt, eventually, though not defignedly, It is uncom- 
fortable to a good minifter to perceive that his endeavours. for 
mehs conviction and converfion do but exafperate their corrup- 
tions, confirm their prejudices, harden their hearts, and feal 
them up under unbelief. This makes them go in the dztter- 
ne/s of their fouls ; as the prophet, Ezek. ii. 14. 

Or, 2. He inquires what was further to be done, Why haft 
thou fent me? i. e. What other method fhall I take in purfu- 
ance of my commiflion? Note, Difappointments in our work 


muft not drive us from our God, but ftill we nguft confider 


why we are fent. 


CHAP. VIL ! 
Much ado there was to bring Mofes to his work; and when 
the ice was broke, but fome difficulty occured im carrying 


it on, there was no lefs ado to put him forward in it. . 


Witne/s this chapter; in which, (1.) God Satisfies Mofes 
himfelf in an anfwer to bis complaints in the clofe of the 
foregoing chapter, ver. 1. (2.) He gives him fuller in- 
Jirudions than had yet been given him, what to fay to 
the children of Ifrael for their fatisfaGion, ver. 2,—8. 3 
but to little purpofe, ver. 9. (3-) He fends him again to 
Pharaoh, ver. 10, 11.3 but Mofes objeds againfi that, ver. 
12. Upon which a very firid charge is given to him and 
his brother, to execute their commiffion with vigour, ver. 
13. (4.) Here ts an abfira@ of the genealogy of the 
tribes of Reuben and Simeon, to introduce that of Levi, 
that the pedigree of Mofes and Aaron might be cleared, 
ver. 14,——-27.; and fo the chapter concludes with a repe- 
tition of fo much of the preceding flory as was neceffary 
to make way for the following chapter. . 


HEN the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Now 
fhalt thou fee what I will do to Pharaoh: 

for with a ftrong hand fhall he let them go, 
and with a ftrong hand fhall he drive them out 
of his land. 2 And God fpake unto Mofes, 
and faid unto him, I am the Lorn: 3 And I 
appeared unto Abraham, unto Ifaac, and unto 
Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by 


‘my name JEHOVAH was I not known to 


them. 4 And f have alfo eftablifhed my cove- 
nant with them, to give them the land of Ca- 
naan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they 
were ftrangers. 5 And I have alfo heard the 
groaning of the children of Ifrael, whom the 
Egyptians keep in bondage: and I have re- 
membered my covenant. 6 Wherefore fay 
unto the children of Ifrael, I am the Lorn, and 
I will bring you out from under the burdens 


of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their _ 


bondage: andI will redeem you with a ftretch- 
ed-out arm, and with great judgments. 7 And 


I will take you to me for a people, and I will - 


be to you a God: and ye fhail know that I am 
; the 


Chap. Vi , 


r 


‘ time to appear. 


_. inthis matter by that which this name fignifies. 


Chap. Vi: 


the Lorp your God, which bringeth you out 
from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 
And I will bring you in unto the land concern- 
ing the which I did {wear to give it, to Abra- 
ham, to Ifaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it 
you for an heritage: 1 am the Lorp. 9 F And 
Mofes fpake fo unto the children of Hrael: but 


they hearkened not unto Mofes, for anguifh of — 


{pirit, and for cruel bondage. 

~ Here, Firf, God filenceth Mofes’ complaints with the affu- 
rance of fuccefs in this negociation, repeating the promife made 
him, chap. iii. 20. Afier that, be will let you go. Then 
when Mofes was at his wits end, wifhing he had ftaid in: Mi- 


dian rather than have come to Egypt to make ill worfe, when _ 


he was quite at a lofs what to do, then the Lord faid unto 
Mo/fes, for the quieting of his mind, Now /halt thou fee what 
I will do to Pharaoh, ver. 1. Now the. affair is come to a 


crifis ; things are as bad as they can be; Pharaoh is in the . 


height of pride, and Irael in the depth of mifery. Now is my 
See Pfal. xii. 5. Now will Larife. Note, 
Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity »f helping and faving. 
‘Mofes had been expecting what God would do ; but now he, 
fhall fee what he will do, fhall /ee his day at length, Job xxiv. 
1. Mofes had been trying what he could do, and could effect 
nothing: Well, faith God, now thou fhalt fee what I w2// do; 
let me alone to deal with this proud mao, Job xl. 12, 13. 
Note, Then the deliverance of God’s church will be accom- 
plifhed when God takes the work into his own hands. With 
a firong band, i. e. being forced to it by a ftrong hand, he 
Shall let them go. Note, As fome are brought to their duty 
by the ftrong hand of God’s grace, who are made willing in 
the day of his power; fo others, by the {trong hand of his juf- 
tice, breaking thofe that would not bend, 

Secondly, He gives him further inftru@ions for his encou- 
ragement, and the encouragement of the people of Ifrael, to 
hope for a glorious iffie of this affair. ‘“ Take comfort, 

1. ** From God’s name, Febovah :” ver. 2, 3. He begins 
with this, J am Febovah; the fame with Iam that I am; 
the fountain of being and bleffednefs, and infinite perfection. 
The patriarchs énew this name, but they did not know him 
God would 
now be known by his name Fehouah ; i. e. (11) A God per- 
forming what he had promifed, and fo giving being to his pro- 
mifes, (2.) A God perfecting what he had begun, and fi- 
nifhing his own work. In the hiftory of the creation, God is 
never called Jehovah, till she heavens and the earth were fi- 
nifhed, Gen. ii. 44 When the falvation of the faints is com- 
pleted in eternal life, then he will be known by his name Fe- 
‘bovah, Rev. xxii. 13.; in the mean time, they fhall find him, 
for their ftrength and fupport, EL /haddar, A God all-fufficient, 
a God that zs enough, and will be fo, Mic. vii. 20. ~ 

2. ** From his covenant,” ver. 4. I have eftabli/hed my 
covenant. Note, The covenants God makes, he efab//heth ; 
they are made as firm as the power and truth of God can make 
them. We may venture our all upon this bottom. 

3. “€ From his compaflions :”’ ver. 5. 1 have heard the 
groaning of the children of Ifrael. ‘We means their groaning 
on occafion of the late hardfhips put upon them. Note, God 
takes notice of the increafe of his people’s calamities, and ob- 
ferves how their enemies grow upon them. 

4. ‘ From his prefent refolutions :’? ver. 6,—8. 
line upon line, to affure them that they fhould. be brought tri- 
umphantly out of Egypt, ver. 6. and fhould be put in poffef- 
fion of the land of Canaan, ver. 8. J will bring you out; L 


sues if 1 A to 1 
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| land of Canaan, and I will give it you. 
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will rid yous I will-redeem you 3 I will bring you into the 
Let man take the 

fhame of his unbelief, which needs fuch repetitions ; and let 
God have the glory of his condefcending grace, which gives us 
fuch repeated affurances for our fatisfaction. : 
5. “ From his gracious intentions in all thefe,”” which were 
great, and becoming him, ver. 7. [1.] te intended their 
~happinefs: L wel/ take you to me for a people, a peculiar peo- 
ple; and J w7// be to you a God: And more than this we 
need not afk, we cannot have, to make us happy. [2.] He 
intended his own glory: Ye /hal/ know that Iam the Lord. 
_ God will attain his own ends, nor fhall we come fhort of them, 
if we make them our chief end too. Now one would think 
thefe good words and comfortable words fhould—have sevived 
the drooping Ifraelites, and made them to forget their mifery; 
‘but, on the contrary, their miferies made them regardlefs of . 
God’s promifes, ver. 9. They bearkened not unto Mofes, 
Sor angufh of foirit. That is, 1/7, They were fo taken up 
with their troubles, that they did not heed him. 2diy, They 
were fo caft down with their late dilappointment, that they did 
not believe bim. And, 3d/y, They had fuch a dread of Pha- 
raoh’s power and wrath, that they durft not themfelves move 
_in the leaft towards their deliverance. ‘Note, (1.) Difconfo- 
late fpirits often put from them the comforts they are entitled 
to, and ftand in their own light. See ifa. xxvili. 12. (2.) 
Strong paflions oppofe {trong confolations, By indulging our- 
felves in difcontent and fretfulnefs, we deprive ourfelves of the _ 
comfort we might have both from God’s word and providences 
and muft thank ourfelves if we go comfortlefs. 


10 And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
11 Goin, fpeak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
that he let the children of Ifrael go out of his 
land. 12 And Mofes fpake before the Lorp, 
faying, Behold, the children of Ifrael have not 
hearkened unto me; how then fhall Pharaoh 
hear me, who am of uncircumcifed lips? 13 
And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, and unto 
Aaron, and gave them a charge unto the chil- - 
dren of Irael, and unto Pharaoh king of Egypt; 
to bring the children of Hrael out of the land of 


Egypt. 
Here is, Fix/?, God fends Mofes the fecond time to Pha- 


raoh, ver. 1f. upon the fame errand as before, to command 
him at his peril, that he fet the children of Ifrael go. Note, 
God. repeats his precepts before he begins his punifhments. 
Thofe that have often been called in vain to leave their fins, 
yet muft be called again and again, whether they will hear, 
or whether they will forbear, Ezek. iii. 11. God is faid to 
hew finners by his prophets, Hof. vi. 5.; which notes the re- 
petition of the ftrokes: How often would I. have gathered 
your a ae 
Secondly, Mofes makes objections, as.one di/cauraged, and 
willing to give up the caufe, ver, 12. He pleads, (1.) The 
unlikelihood. of Pharaoh’s hearing: Behold, the children of 
Ifrael have not hearkened to me; they give no heed, no cre- . 
dit to what I have faid ; how then can I expeé that Pharaoh 
fhould hear me? If the anguifh of their {pirit makes them 
deaf to that which would compofe and comfort them, much 
more will the anger of his /pirit, his pride and infolence, make 
him deaf to that which will but exafperate and provoke hime 

' If God’s profefling people hear not his meflengers, hgw can it 
be thought his profeffed enemy fhould? Note, The froward- 
Hh nefs 
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nefs and untractablenefs of thofe that are called Chriftians, is a 
very great difcouragement to minilters, and makes them ready 
to defpair of fuccefs in dealing with thofe that are atheiftical 
and profane. We would be inftrumental to unite Eraclites, to 
refine and purify them, to comfort and pacify them ; but if 
they hearken not to us, how fhall we prevail with thofe in whom 
we eannot pretend to fuch an intereft? But wth God all things 
are pofible. (2.) He pleads the unreadinefs and infirmity of 
his own {peaking : L am of uncireumcifed lips. It is repeat- 
ed, ver. 30. He aas confcious to himfelf that he had not the 
gift of utterance, had no command of language ; his talent did 


| Eleazar and Ithamar. 


Chap. VE. 


24 And the fons of Ko- 
rah; Affir, and Elkanah, and Abiafaph: thefe 
are the families of the-Korhites. 25 And E-- 


| leazar Aaron’s fon took him eave of the daugh-. 
| ters of Putiel to wife; and fhe bare him Phi- 
| nehas: thefe are the heads of the fathers of 


the Levites, according to their families. 26 


| Thefe are that Aaron-and Mofes, to whom the. 
_Lorp faid, Bring out the children of Ifrael: 


not lie that way. This objection God had given a fofficient 
anfwer to before; and therefore he ought not to haye infifted 
upon it, for the fufficiency of grace can fupply the defedts of 
nature at any time. Note, Though our infirmities ought to 
humble us, yet they ought not to difcourage us from doing our 
beft in any fervice we have to do for God, His, ftrength is. 
made perfe& in our weaknefs. 

T bird/y, God again joins Aaron in commiffion with Mofes, 
and puts an end to the difpute by interpofing his own autho- 
rity, and giving them both a folemn charge upon their allegi- 
ance to their Great Lord, to. execute it with all pofhible expe- 
dition and fidelity. When Mofes repeats his baflled argument, 

vhe fhall be ‘argued with no longer; but God. gives him a 
charge, and Aaron with him, both to the ebzldren of Ifracl, 
and to Pharaoh, ver. 13. Note, God’s authority-is fufficient 
to anfwer all objections, and binds us’ to. obedience without 
murmuring or ai/puting, Phil. ii. 14. Mofes. himfelf has need 
to be charged ; and fo has Timothy, t Tim. vi. 13. 2, Tim, 
iv, I. 


_ 144 Thefe be the heads of their fathers 
foufes: The fons of Reuben the firft-bern of 
Ifrael; Hanoch, and Paliu, Hezron, and Car-- 
mi: thefe de the families of Reuben. 15 And, 
the fons of Simeon; Jemuel, and Jami, and 
Ohad, and Jachin, and. Zohar, and Shaul the 
fon of a Canaanitifh woman: thefe are the fa- 
_milies.of Simeon. 16 @& And thefe are the 
names of the fons of Levi, according to their 
generations; Gerfhon, and. Kohath, and Me- | 
rari: And the years of the life of Levi, were | 
an hundted thirty and feven years. 17 The 

fons of Gerfhon; Libni, and Shimi, according 
to their families. 18 And:the fons. of Kohath; 
Amram, and: Izhar, and:Hebron, and Uzziel: 


| from the land of Egypt, according to their ar- - 
mies. 27 Thele are they which fpake to Pha- 
rach king of Egypt, to bring out the children 
of Ifrael from Egypt: thefe. axe that Mofes-. 
- and Aaron. 28 4 And it came to pafs on the 
| day when the Loxp fpake unto Mofes in the 
land of Egypt, 29 That the Lorp fpake unto 

- Mofes, faying, IL am the Lorp: fpeak thou un- 
_to Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I fay unto.-, 
| thee. 30 And Mofes faid before the Lorn, 
Behold; I am of uncircumeifed lips, and how 

_ fhall Pharaoh hearken unto me? 


We have here a genealogy; not an endlefs one, fuch as the 
_ apoftle condemns, F-Tim. i. 4.3. for it ends in thofe two great. 
|. patriots Mofes and Aaron ; and comes in here, to fhew that 
they were Ifraelites, bone of their bone, and fleth of ther fleth, - 
whom they were fent to deliver, raifed up unto them of ther 
brethren, as Chritt alfo fhould be, who was to be the Brophet.. 
| and Prieft, the Redeemer and Lawgiver of the gofpel of If 
~rael, and whofe genealogy alfo, like this, was to be. carefully. 
\ preferved. bg 
. ‘The heads of the houfes.of three of the tribes are here na- 
med, agreeing with the accounts we had, Gen. xlvi, Dr Light- 
' foot.thinks, that Reuben, Simeon, and Levi, are thus digni- 
fied bere. by themfelves-for this reafon 3, becaufe they three. 
_ were left under marks of infamy by their dying father; Reu-. 
ben for his inceft, and Simeon and Levi for their murder of: 
the Shechemites ;.and. therefore Mofes would put this partis. 
‘cular honour upon them, to magnify God's. mercy in their re- 
" pentance and remiflion, as a pattern to them that fhould after-- 
| wards believe. ‘The two firft rather feem,to be mentioned: 
only for the fake of. the third, which was, Levi, from. whom 
Mofes and Aaron defcended, and ail the priefts of the Jewith-- 


And the years of the life of Kohath were an 
hundred thirty and three years. 1g, And the 
fons of Merari; Mahali and Mufhi: thefe are 
the farnilies of Levi, according to their genera-. 
tions. 20 And Amram: took him. fochebed 


{ church, Thus. was the tribe of. Levi diftinguifhed betimes. - 


Obferve here, 


fx. ] That. Kehath from whom Mofes and ‘Aaron, and all’. 


the prielts derived their pedigree, was a younger fon of Levi,. 
ver. 16. Note, The. grants of God's favours do not go by 
feniotity of age, and priority of birth ; but-the Divine Sove- . 


reignty often prefers the younger before the.elder, fo crofling 
ands. 

[2.] That the age of Levi, Kohath, and’‘Amram, the fa-- 
ther, grandfather, ‘and great-grandfather of Mofes, is here re- 
corded: And they all lived.to a great. age; Levi to one hun- 
dred. thirty-feven, Kohath to one hundred thirty-three, and. 
Amram to one hundred thirty-feven. Mofes himfelf came 
- much fhort of them, and fixed feventy or eighty for the ordi- 
nary ftretch of human life; (Pfal. xc. 10.): For now God’s. 
Ifrael was multiplied and become a great nation, and divine re- 
velation was by the hand of Mofes committed to writing, and — 
no longer trufted, to tradition, the two great xeafons for the long. 

. i lives: 


his father’s fifter, to wife; and. fhe bare him 
Aaron, and. Mofes: And the years of the life 
of Amram. were an hundred and. thirty and 
feven years. 21 GY And the fons of Izhar;. Ko- 
rah, and Nepheg, and. Zichri. 22 And the 
fins of Uzziel; Mifhael, and Elzaphan, and: 
Zithn. 23. 4nd Aaron took him Elitheba 
daughter of Amminadab, fifter-of Naafhon, to 
wite; and fhe bare him Nadab and Abihu, 
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lives of the patriarchs were ceafed ; and therefore from hence- 
- forward fewer years mutt ferve men. : 
[3<] That Aaron married Elifheba (the fame name with 


that of the wife of Zecharias, Elifabeth, as Miriam the fame: 


with Mary) daughter of Amminadab, one of the chief of the 
fathers of the tribe of Judah ; for the tribes of Levi and Ju- 
dah often intermarried, ver. 23. 

(4-] It nrult not be omitted, that Mofes has recorded the 
marriage of his father Amram with Jochebed, his own aunt, 


ver. 20.3 and it appears by Numb. xxvi. 59. that it muft be 


taken ftri@ly for his fathers own fifter, at leaft by the half 
blood. This marriage was afterwards forbidden as inceftuous, 
Lev. xviii. 12.3 which might’be looked upon as a blot’ upon 
his family, though before that law: Yet Mofes doth not con- 
eal it; for he fought not his own praife, but wrote with a fin- 
. cere regard to truth, whether it {miled or frowned upon him. 
5.] He concludes it with a particular mark of honovr on 
the perfons he is writing of, though himfelf was one of them, 
ver. 26, 27. Thefe are that Mo/es and Aaréa whom God 
pitched upon to be his plenipotentiaries in this treaty: Thefe 
were they whom God /pake to, ver. 26.; and who /pake to 
Pharaoh on Ifrael’s behalf;-ver. 27. Note, Communion with 
God, and ferviceablenefs to his church, are things that, above 
any other, put true’ honour upon men. Thofe are great indeed 
whom God ‘converfeth with, and whom he employs for him. 
Such were that Mofes and Aaron; and fomething of this ho- 
nour have all the faints, who are made to our God kings and 
pricfts. : aa 
In the clofe of the chapter, he returns to his narrative, which 
he had broken off from fomewhat abruptly, ver. 13.5 and re- 
peats, (1.) The charge God had given him to deliver his mef- 
fage to Pharaoh, ver. 29. Speak a/l shat I /ay unto thee, as a 
faithful ambaffador. ‘Note, Thofe that go on God’s errand 
muft not fhun to declare the whole coun/el of God. (2.) His 
objection againft it, ver. 30. Note, Thofe that have at any 
time fpoken unadvifedly with their lips, ought to refle@ upon it 
with regret, as Mofes feems to do here. 


CHA P. Vii. 
In this chapter, 1. The difpute between God and Mofes fre 
_ nifbes ; and Mofes applies himfelf to the execution of bis 
commiffion, in obedience to God’s command, ver. 1,—7. 
Il. The difpute between Mofes and Pharaoh begins, and 
a famous trial of feillit was: Mofes, in God’s name, de- 
‘ mands [frael’s releafe; Pharaoh demes it. The conteft 
2s between the power of the great God, and the power of 
a proud prince; and it will be found in the flue, tbat 
ahen God judgeth he will overcome. (1.) Mofes con- 
Jirms the demand he made to Pharaoh by a miracle, turn- 
ing his rod inio a ferpent 3 but Pharaoh bardens bts heart 
. againft this convidtion, ver. 8,—13. (2.) He chafifeth 
his difobedience by a plague, (the firft of the ten, ) turning 
the waters into blood; but Pharaoh hardens his heart a- 

| - gainf this correion, ver. 14. ad fin. 


ND the Lorn faid unto Mofes, See, I have 
made thee a god to Pharaoh: and Aaron 

thy brother fhall be thy prophet. 2 Thou fhalt 
fpeak ail that I command thee: and Aaron thy 
brother fhall {peak umto Pharaoh, that he fend 
the children of Hrael out of his land. 3 AndI 
will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and multiply my 
figns and my wonders in the land of Egypt. 
4 But Pharaoh fhall not hearken unto you, that 
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I may lay my hand upon Egypt, and bring 
forth mine armies, and my people the children 
of Ifrael, out of the land of Egypt, by great 
judgments. s And the Egyptians fhall know, 
that I am the Lorp, when I ftretch forth mine 


hand upon Egypt, and bring out the children 


of Ifrael from among them. 6 And Mofes and 
Aaron did as the Lorn commanded them, fo 
did they. 7 And Mofes was fourfcore years 


‘old, and Aaron fourfcore and three years old, 


when they fpake unto Pharaoh. 


Here, Fir/?, God encourageth Mofes to go to Pharaoh, and 
at laft filenceth all his difcouragements. [1.] He clothes 
him with great power and authority, ver. 1. £ have made ihee 
a god to Pharaoh, i. e. my reprefentative in this affair ; as 
magiftrates are called gods, becaufe they are God's vicegerents. 
He was authorifed to fpeak and act in God’s name and ftead ; 


| and, under the divine direétion, was endued with a divine power 


to do that which is above the ordinary power of. natute; and 
invefted with ‘a divine authority, to demand obedience from « 
fovereign prince, and punifh difobedience. Mofes was a god; 
but he was only a made god, not effentially one; by nature. 
he was 9 god, but by commiflion. He was a god; but he 
was only a god to Pharaoh: The living and true God is God 
to all the world. It is an inftance of God’s condefcenfion, 
and an evidence that his thoughts towards us are thoughts of 
peace; that when he treats with men, he treats by men, whofe 
terror fhall not make us afraid. [2.] He again nominates 
him an afliftant, his brother Aaron, who. was .not a man of 
uncircumcifed fips, but a notable fpekefman: He fhall be thy 
prophet ; i.e. he fhall {peak from thee to Pharaoh, as pro- 
phets do from God to the children of men. Thou fhalt, as 
a god, inflict and remove the plagues; and Aaron, as a pro- 
phet, fhall denounce them, and threaten Pharaoh with them. 
{3-] He tells him the worft of it, that Pharach would not 
hearken to him: And yet the work fhould be done at laft ; 
Ifrael fhould be delivered, and God therein fhould be glori- 
fied, ver. 4, 5. The Egyptians who wou/d mot know the 
Lord, fhould be made to know him. Note, It is, and ought 
to be, fatisfa€tion enongh to God’s meffengers, that whatever 
contradi@ion and oppofition may be given thus far, théy fhall 
gain their point, and God will be glorified in the fuccefs of 
their embaffy, and all his chofen Ifrael will be faved; and then 
they have no reafon to fay, that they have /aboured in vain. 
See here, (1.) How God glorifies himfelf; he makes people 
know that he is Jehovah: Ifrael is made to know it, by the 
performance of his promifes to them, chap. vi. 3.; and the E- 
gyptians are made to know it, by the pouring out of his wrath 
upon them: Thus God’s name is exalted both in them that 
are faved and im them that perth, -(2.) What methods he 
takes to do this: He humbles the proud, and exalts the poor, 
Lokei. $1, 52. If God ftretch out his hand /o fitners in 
vain, he will at laft,ftretch out his hand wpon them; and whro 
can bear the weight of it? 

Second/y, Mofes and Aaron apply themfelyes to their work, 


| without further objection: They aid as the Lord commanded 


thent, ver. 6. Their obedience, all things confidered, was » 
well worthy to be celebrated, as it is by the Pfalmift, Pfal. 
cv. 28. They rebelled not again/! his word, vir. Mofes and 
Aaron, whom he mentions, ver. 26. ‘Thus Jonah, though at 
firft he was very averfe, at length went to Nineveh. Notice 
is taken of the age of Mofes and Aaron when they undertook 
this glorious ‘ervice: Aaron, the elder, (and yet in the infe- 
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rior office,) was eighty-three; Mofes was eighty; both of 
them men of great gravity and experience, whofe age was ve- 
nerable, and whofe years might teach wifdom, ver. 7. Jofeph, 
who was to be only a /4-vant to Pharaoh, was preferred at 
thirty years old ; but Mofes, who was to be a god to Pharaoh 
was not-fo dignified till he was eighty years old. It was fit 
he fhould wait Jong for fuch an honour, and be long in prepa- 
ring for fuch a fervice. 


8 { And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, and 
unto Aaron, faying, g When Pharaoh fhall 
fpeak unto you, faying, Shew a miracle for you: 
then thou fhalt fay unto Aaron, Take thy rod 
and caft zt before Pharaoh, and it fhall become 
aferpent. 10 4 And Mofes and Aaron went 
in unto Pharaoh, and they did fo as the Lorp 
had commanded:’ and Aaron caft down his rod 
before Pharaoh, and before his fervants, and it 
became a ferpent. 11 Then Pharaoh allo called 
the wife-men, and the forcerers: now the ma- 
gicians of Egypt they alfo did in like manner 
with their inchantments. 12 For they caft 

_ down every man his rod, and they became fer- 
pents: but Aaron’s rod fwallowed up their 
rods. 13 And he hardened Pharaoh’s: heart, 
that he hearkened not unto them; as the Lorp 
had faid. 


The firft time that Mofes made his application to Pharaoh, 
-he produced his inftruations only; now he is direéted to pro: 
duce his credentials, and doeth accordingly. 

Fir, It is taken for granted that Pharaoh would challenge 
thofe demandants ‘to work a-miracle, that by a performance, 
evidently above the power of nature, they might prove their 
commifiion from the God of nature., Pharaoh will fay, Shew 
a miracle, not with any defire to be convinced, but in hopes 
none will be wrought, and then he would have fome colour for 
his infidelity. 

Secondly, Orders are therefore given to turn the rod into a 
ferpent, according to the inftructions, chap. iv. 2. The fame 
rod that was to give the fignal of the other miracles, is now 
itfelf the fubject of a miracle, to put a reputation upon it. 
Aaron eaft his rod to the ground, and inftantly zt became a 
Serpent, ver. 10. ‘This was proper, not only to affect Pharaoh 
with wonder, but to ftrike a terror upon him: Serpents are 
hurtful, dreadful animals ; the very fight of one thus miracu- 
loufly produced might have foftened his heart into a fear of 
that God by whofe power it was produced. This firft miracle, 
though it was not a plague, yet amounted to the threatening of 
a plague. If it made not Pharaoh fee/, it made him fear: 
And this is God’s method of dealing with finners ; he comes 
upon them gradually. 

Thirdly, "This miracle, though too plain to be denied, is 
enervated, and the conviction of it taken off, by the magicians 
imitation of it, ver 11, 12. Mofes had been originally in- 
ftructed in the learning of the Egyptians and. was fufpected to 
have improved himfelf in magical arts, in his long retirement ; 
- the magicians are therefore fent for to vie with him. And 
fome think, thofe of that. profeffion had a particular fpite at 
the Hebrews; ever fince Jofeph put them all to fhame by in- 
terpreting a dream which they could make nothing of; in re- 
membrance of which flar put on their predeceffars, thefe. mas 
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_ people. go. 


- of the water of the river. 


gicians withflood Mofes, as it is explained 2 Tim. iii. 8. 
Their rods became ferpents, real ferpents ; fome think by the 
power of God, beyond their intention or expectation, -for the 
hardening of Pharaoh’s heart: Others think, by the power of 
evil angels, artfully fubltituting ferpents in the room of the rods5 
God permitting the delufion to be wrought for wife and holy 
ends that they might believe a /e, who received not the truth; 
and herein the Lord was righteous. Yet this might have 
helped to frighten Pharaoh into a compliance with Mofes’ de- 
mands that he might be freed from thefe dreadful unaccount- 
able phenomena with which he faw himfelf.on all fides fur- 
rounded. But to the feed of the ferpent, thefe ferpents were 
no amufement. Note, God fuffers the lying fpirit to do {trange 
things, that the faith of fome may be tried and manifefted, 
Deut. xiii. 3. 1 Cor. xi. 19. and the infidelity of others. may. 
be confirmed, and that he which is filthy may be filthy ftill, 
2 Cor. iv. 4. 

Fiuribly, Yet in this conteft Mofes plainly gains the victos 
ry: The ferpent which Aaron’s rod was turned into /wad/w- 
ed up-the other ; which was fufficient to have convinced Pha- 
raoh on which fide the right lay. Note, Great is the truth, 
and will prevail. The caufe of God will undoubtedly triumph 
at laft over all competition and. contradiction, and will reign. 
alone, Dan. ii. 45. But Pharaoh was not wrought upon by. 
this; the magicians having produced ferpents, he had this to. 
fay, that the cafe between them and Mofes was di/putable 5. 
and the very appearance of an oppofition to truth, and the leaft ; 


head made againtt it, ferves thofe for a juftification of their in--” 


fidelity,.who are prejudifed againft the light and love. of it. 


14 4 And the Eorp faid unto Mofes, Pha-. 
raoh’s heart zs hardened, he refufeth to let the. 
15 Get thee unto Pharaoh in the 
morning ; lo, he goeth out unto the water, and 
thou fhalt ftand by the river’s brink againft he 
come: and the rod which was turned to a fer- 
pent fhalt thou take in: thine hand. 16 And 
thou fhalt fay. unto him, The Lorp God of the 
Hebrews liath fent me unto thee, faying, Let 


‘my people go, that. they may ferve me in the 
- wildernefs : and behold, hitherto thou wouldeft 


not hear. 17 Thus faith the Lorn, In this. 
thou fhalt know that I am the Lorn: behold, 


» T will {mite with the rod that zs in mine hand, 
-upon the waters which are in the river, and 


they fhall be turned to blood. 18 And the fifth 
that zs in the river fhall die, and the river fhall 
ftink ; and the Egyptians fhall lothe to drink 
197 And the Lorp. 
fpake unto Mofes, Say unto Aaron, take thy 
rod, and ftretch out thine:hand upon the wa- 
ters of Egypt, upon their ‘ftreams, upon their 
rivers, and upon their ponds, and upon all their 
pools of water, that they may become blood ; _ 
and that there may be blood throughout all the 
land of Egypt, both in veffels of wood, and in- 


| veffels of tone. 20 And Mofes and Aaron. did. 


fo, asthe Lorp commanded: and he lifted up 


-the rod, and fmote the waters that were in the. 


river, in the fight of Pharaoh, and in the saat 
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of his fervants: and all the waters that were in 
the river, were turned to blood. And the 
fifth that was in the river died: and the river 
flank, and the Egyptians could not drink of 
the water of the river: 
throughout all the land of Egypt. 22 And the 
magicians of Egypt did fo with their enchant- 
~ments: and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, nei- 
ther did he hearken unto them; as the Lorp 
had _faid. 
into “his houfe, neither did he fet his heart to 
this alfo. 24 And all the Egyptians digged 
_round about the river for water to drink: for 
they could not drink of the water of the river. 
25 And feven days were fulfilled, after that the 
Lorp had fmitten the river. 


Here is the firft of the ten plagues, The turning of the wa- 
into blood; which was, 

[1.] A dreadful plague, and_ very grievous. The very 
fight of fuch vaft rolling {treams of pure blood, no doubt, florid 
and high-coloured, could not but {trike a horror upon people ; 
Much more afflictive were the confequences of it. Nothing 
more com yon than water; fo wifely has Providence ordered 
it; and fo kindly, that that which is fo needful, and ferviceable 
to the comfort of human life fhould be cheap, and almoft e- 
very where to be had: But now the Egyptians muft either 
drink blood, or die for thirft. Fi/b was much of their food, 
Numb. xi. 5.3; but the changing of the waters was the death 
of the fifh: It was as a peftilence in that element, ver. 21. 
The Fifh died. \n the general deluge they efcaped, becaufe 
perhaps they. had not been then fo ferviceable to the luxury of 
men as they have been fince; but in this particular pen 
they perifhed, Pfal. cv. 29. He flew their fifo ; and then ano- 
ther deftruction of ' Egypt long after is threatened, the difap- 
pointment of thofe that make /luices and ponds fur fi/h, is in- 
ftanced in, Ifa, xix. 10... Egypt was a pleafrnt land; but the 
notfom {tench of dead fith, and blood, which by degrees wes, 
grow putrid, now rendered it very unpleafant. =: 

[2.] It was a righteous plague, and juftly inflied upon tte 
Egyptians. For, 1. N:dus, the river of Egypt, was their idol ; 
they and their land had fo much benefit by that creature, tak 

~ they ferved and wor/bipped it more than the Creator. The 
fountain of Nile being (in this fenfe) wnkaown to them, they 
paid all their devotions to its ftreams: Here therefore God 
punifhed them, and turned that into blood which they had 
turned into a god. Note, That creature which we idolize, 
God juftly removes from us, or embitters to,us. He makes 

- that a fcourge to us which we make a competitor with him. 
2. They had {tained the river with the blood of the Hebrews 
children, and now God made that river all bloody: Thus he 
gave them b/vod to drink, for they were worthy, Rev. xvi. 6. 
Note, Never any thirfted after blood, but fooner or later they 
had enough of it. 

[3-] It was a fi gnificant plague. Egypt had a great de- 
pendance upon their river, Zech. xiv. 18.; fo that in {miting 


the river, they were warned of the detrucion of all their pB0-. 


. duéts, till it came at laft to their firft-born: And this red ri 
ver proved a direful omen of the ruin of Pharaoh and all his 
forces in the Red-fea. 
the prediction of the ruin of the enemies of the New Tefta- 
ment church, Rev. xvi. 3, 4. But there se fea as well as 
“the rivers and fountains. of water, axe turned ino blood 3 for. 


This plague of Egypt is alluded to in: 


h x0 Do's. 


and there was blood 


23 And Pharaoh turned and went 


et 


Levers 2 | 
ed the river. of 4/o0d into waser again, it had been fomething ; 
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fpiritual judgments reach further, and ftrike deeper, that tem- 
poral judgments do. And, 

Léfily, Let me obferve in general concerning this plague, 
That one of the firft miracles Mofes wrought, was turning 
water into blood; but one of the firft miracles our Lord Je- 
{us wrought, was turning water into wine: Vor the Jaw as 
given by Mofes, and it was a difpenfation of death and terror; 
but grace and truth, which, like wine makes glad the heart, 
came by pis Chrift. 

Now, Fix/?, Mofes is direéted to give Pharaoh warning of 
this plague: Pharaoh’s heart is hardened, ver. 14.3 therefore 
go try what this will do to foften it, ver. 15. Mofes Perhaps 
may not be admitted into Pharaoh’s prefence-chamber, or the 
room of {tate where he ufed to give audience to- ambafladors ; : 
and therefore he is direéted to meet him by the river’s fi de, 
whither God forefaw he would come in the morning; either 
for the pleafure of a morning’s walk, or to pay his morning 
devotions to the river; for thus a// people will walk, every 
one in the name of bis god; they will not fail to worthip their 
god every morning : “There Moles mutt be ready to give him 
new fummons to furrender, and in cafe of a refufal, to tell 
him. of the judgment that was coming upon that very river 
they were now ftanding on the banks of. Notice is thus given 
him of it before-hand, that they might have no colour to fay, 
It was a chance, or to attribute it to any other caufe, but that 
it might appear to be done by the power of the God of the 
Hebrews, and as a punifhment upon him for his obftinacy. 
Moles is exprefsly ordered to take the rod with him, that 
Pharaoh might be alarmed at the fight of that rod which had 
fo lately triumphed over the rods of the magicians. Now 
learn hence, (1.) That the judgments of God are all known 
to himfelf before-hand. He knows what he will do in wrath 
as well as mercy. Every confumption is a con/uwmption deters 
mined, Ifa. x. 23. (2.) That men cannot over-run the alarms 
of God’s wrath, becaufe they cannot go out of the hearing of 
their own confciences: He that made their hearts, can make 
his fword to approach them. (3.) That God warns before 
he wounds; for he is long-fuffering, not willing that any fhould 
perifh, bat that’all thould come:to repentance, 

Secondly, Aaron (who ‘carries the mace) is directed to 
fummon the plague, by {miting the river with his rod, ver. 19, 
20. It was done in the fight of Pharaoh and his attendants: 


For God’s true miracles were not performed, as Satan’s /jing 
wonders were, by them that peeped and muttered; truth feeks - 
An amazing change was immediately wrought ; . 


no corners, 
all the waters, not only in the river, but in all their ponds, 
were turned into blood. 
of God. Every creature is that to us which.he makes it to 
be, water or blood. (2.)} See the mutability of ali things un- 
der the fun, and what changes we may meet with in them. 
That which is water to-day, may be blood to-morrow ; whatis 
al ways vain, may foon become vexatious. A river at the 
belt is ¢ranfient, but Divine Juftice can quickly make it wa/g- 
nant. (3.) See what mifchievous work fin makes. «If the 
things that have been our comforts prove-our croffes, we muft 
thank ourfelves; it is fin that turns our. waters into blood. 
Thirdly, Pharaoh endeavours to confront the miracle, be- 


~caufe he refolves not to humble himfelf under the plague. He 


fends for the magicians, and by God's, permiffion, they ape 
the miracle w7th their inchantments, ver. 22.; and this fer- 
ved Pharaoh for an excufe-not.to fer bis heart to this aifa, 
23.) anda pitiful excufe it was. .Could they have turn- 


then they had proved their power, and Pharaoh had been 
obliged to them as benefaétors: But for them, when there 


was fuch {carcity of water, to turn more of it into blood, ca-~ 


ly 


(1.) See here the almighty power - 


240 . * 


. ly to thew their art, plainly intimates, that the defign ef the 
devil is only to delude his devotees and antwfe them; not to 
do them any real kindnefs, but to keep them from doig real 


kindnefs to themfelves by repemting and returhing to their 


God. 

Fourthly, The Egyptians in the mean time are feeking for 
relief againft the plague ; digging round about the river for 
water to drink, ver. 24. Probably they found fome with 
much ado, God remembering mercy in the midft of wrath ; for 
he is full of compaffion, and would not let the fubjects fmart 
too much for the obftinacy of their prince. 

Fifthly, The plague continued feven days, ver. 25. And 
in all that time Pharaoh’s proud heart would not let him fo 
much as defire Mofes to intercede for the removal of it. 
Thus the hypoctites in heart heap up wrath, they cry not 
when he binds them, Job xxxvi- 13.3 and then no wonder 
that his anger is not turned away, but his hand is fretched out 
Sill. 


‘ ; CHAP. VIII. 


Three more of the plagues of Egypt are related in this chap- 


ter, 1. That of the frogs, which is, (t.) Threatened, ver. 
Ty—-4. (2.) Infli@ted, ver. 5,6. (3.) Mimicked by the 
magicians, ver. 7. (4.) Removed at the-bumble requeft 


of Pharaob, ver. 8,—-14.3 who yet hardens his heart, and, 


notwithfianding his promife while the plague was upon 
him, ver. 8. refufed to let DTfrael go, ver. 15. 
plague of lice, ver. 16, 17. By which, (1.) The magi- 
‘cians were baffled, ver. 18, 19.3; and yet, (2.) Pharaoh 


was hardened, ver. 19. III. That of fies. (1.) Pharaoh « 


7s warned of it before, ver. 20, 21.3 and told, that the 
land of Gofhen fbould be exempt from this plague, ver. 22, 
23. (2.) The plague ts brought, ver. 24. (3.) Pharaoh 
treats with Mofes about the releafe of Lfrael, and humbles 
himfelf, ver. 25,—29. 
removed, ver. 31.3 and Pharaoh's heart hardened, -ver. 
32. 


. ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, Go unto : 


f% Pharaoh, and fay unto him, Thus faith the 
. Lorp, Let my people go, that they may ferve 
me. 2 And if thou refufe to let them go, be- 
hold, 1 will fmite all thy borders with frogs. 3 
And the rivers fhall bring forth frogs abundant- 


ly, which fhall go up, and come into thine houfe, - 


and into thy bed-chamber, and upon thy bed, 


and into the houfe of thy fervants, and upon - 
thy people, and into thine ovens, and into thy | 
4 And the frogs fhall come ~ 


kneading-troughs. 
up both on thee, and upon thy people, and up- 
on all thy fervants. 5 4 And the Lorn fpake 


unto Moles, Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth thine 
hand with thy rod over the ftreams, over the. 
riversy and over the ponds, and caufe frogs to | 


come wp upon the land of Egypt. 6 And Aaron 
ftretched out his hand over the waters of E- 


vypt; and the frogs came up, and covered the : 
7 And the magicians did fo 
with their mchantments, and brought up frogs — 


land of Egypt. 


upon the land of Egypt. 8 “ Then Pharaoh 
called for Mofes and Aaron, and faid, Intreat 
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(4.) Yhe plague is thereupon , 


the Lorp, that he may take away the frogs 
from me, and from my people: and I will let 
the people go, that they may do facrifice unto 


the Lokp. .g And Mofes faid unto Pharaoh, 


Glory over me : when fhall I intreat for thee, 


and fer thy fervants, and for thy people, to de- _ 


{troy the frogs from thee, and thy houfes, that 
they may remain in the river only? 19 Andhe 
faid, To-morrow. And he faid, Be it according 
to thy word: that thou mayeft know, that there 
is none like unto the Lorp our God. 11 And 


the frogs fhall depart from thee, and from thy 


houfes, and from thy fervants, and from thy 
people; they fhall remain in the river only. 12 
And Mofes and Aaron went out from Pharaoh : 
and Mofes:cried unto the Lorn, becaufe of the 
frogs which he had brought againft Pharaoh. 


-13 And the Lorp did according to the word 


of Mofes: and the frogs died out of. the houfes,. 
out of the villages, and out of the fields. 14 
And they gathered them together upon heaps: 
and the land ftank. 15 But when Pharaoh faw 
that there was refpite, he hardened his heart, 


and hearkened net unto them; as the Lorp had 


faid. ; 
‘Pharaoh is here threatened firft, and then plagued, with 


frogs ; as afterwards, in this chapter, with fice and flies; lit. 


tle defpicable inconfiderable animals, and yet by their vat 
numbers made fore plagues to the Egyptians. 
have plagued them with lions or bears or wolves, or with yul- 
tures or birds of prey ; but he chofe to do it by thefe contemp- 
tible inftruments, (1.) That he might magnify his own power: 
He is Lord of the hofts of the whole creation, has them all 
at his beck, and makes what ufe he pleafeth of them. Some 
have thought the power of God is fhewed as much in the 
making of an ant as in the making of an elephant; fo is his 
Providence in ferving his own purpofes by the leaft creatures 
as effectually as by the {trongelt, that the excellency of the 
power in judgment as well as mercy may be of God, and not 
of the creature. See what reafon we have to ftand in awe of 
this God, who when he pleafeth can arm the f{malleft parts of 
the creation agatn{t us. If God be our enemy, all the crea« 
tures are at war with us. 2. That he might humble Pharaoh’s 
pride, and chaftife his infolence. What a mortification mult 
it needs be to this haughty monarch, to fee himfelf brought to 
his knees, and forced to fubmit by fuch defpicable means. 
Every child is ordinarily able to deat with thofe invaders, and 
can triumph over them; yet now fo numerous are their troops, 
and fo vigorous their affaults, that Pharaoh, with all his cha- 
riots and horfemen, could make no head again{ft them. Thus 


he poureth contempt upon princes that offer contempt to him ¢ 


and his fovereignty ; and makes thofe who will not own him 
above them, to know, that when he pleafes he can make the 
meane(t creature to infult them and trample upon them. 

As to the plague of frogs, we may obferve, 

Firft, How it was threatened. Mofes no doubt attended 
the Divine Majelty daily for frefh inftra@ions ; and (perhaps 
while the river was yet blood) he is direéted to give notice to 
Pharaoh of another judgment coming upon him, in cafe he 


continue obftinate: Lf thou refu/e to fet them go, it is at thy. 


peril, 


‘Chap. VIBE. 


God could. 


peril, ver. 1, 2.. Note, God doth not punifh mea for fin, un- 
lefs they. perfilt-in it: /f be turn not, be will whet his fword, 
~ Pfal. vil. 12.3 which implies favour, fhe sura. So here, if 
thou refufe, { will {mite thy borders; intimating, If thou com- 
ply, the controverfy fhall immediately be dropt. Obferve how 
Mofes reprefents the plague that was coming, a3 formidable in 


the exteat of it: The frogs fhould make fuch an inroad upon: 


them, as fhould make them uneafy in their houfes, in their 
. beds, at their tables; they fhould neither eat nor drink nor 
fleep in quietnefs, but wherever they were fhould be infelted 
by them, ver. 3, 4. Note, (1.) God’s curfe upon a man will 
dog him wherever he goes, and lie heavy upon him what- 
ever he doth. See Deut. xxviii. 16, @’c. (2.) There is no 
avoiding divine judgments when. they invade with commif- 
fion. 

Secondly, How it was inflited. Pharaoh not regarding 
the alarm, nor at all inclined to yield to the f{ummons, Aaron 
- is-ordered to draw out the forces, and with his out-{tretched 
arm and rod to give the fignal of battle. Ditum faclum ; no 
fooner faid than done: The hoft is muftered ; and, under the 
conduct.and command of an invifible power, fhoals of frogs 
mvade the land; and the Egyptians with all their art and alt 
their might cannot check their progrefs, or fo much as give 
them a diverfion. Compare this with that prophecy. of an 
army of locufts and catterpillars, Joel ii. 2. Fc. and fee Ifa. 
XxXiv. 16, 17. Frogs came up at the divine call, and cover- 
ed the land. Note, God has many ways of difquieting thofe 
that Ave at eafe. , 

Thirdly, How the magicians were permitted to imitate it, 
ver. 7. They alfo brought up frogs, but: could not remove 
thofe that*God fent.. The unclean /pirits which came out of 
the mouth of the dragon are faid to be Like frogs, which go 
' forth to the kings of the earth to deceive them, Rev. xvi. 13.5 
which probably alludes to thefe frogs, for it follows. upon the 
turning of the waters into blood. ‘The dragon, like the magi- 
cians, intended by them to deceive, but God intended.by them 
to deftroy thofe that weuld be deceived. 

Fourthly, How Pharach began to relent under this plague ; 
ae it was the firft time he did fo,) ver. 8. He begs of Mo- 


es. to intercede for the removal of the frogs; and promifeth = 


fair, that he will fet the people go. He that’ a-while ago had 


fpoken with the utmoft difdain both of God and Mofes, now 


‘is glad to be beholden to the mercy of God, and. the prayers 
of Mofes. Note, Thofe that bid defiance to God and prayer 
ina day of extremity, firft. or laft. will. be made to fee their 
need of both, and, will’ cry, Lord, Lord, Mat. vit. 22. Thofe 
that had bantered prayer, have been brought to. feg its and 
the rich. man that had {corned Lazarus, courted him for a drop. 
of -water. : 

Fiftbly, How Mofes fixes the time with Pharaoh, and then 
- prevails with God. by prayer for the remoyal of-the frogs. 


Mofes, to fhew that his performances had no dependance upon . 


the conjunétions or oppofitions of the planets, or the luckinefs 
of any one hour more than another, bids. Pharaoh name his 
time: Nul/um tempus cecurrit regi, vetr.Q. “ Huve thou this 
honour over me; tell me againfi when I fhall intreat for 
thee.” "This was defigned ‘for Pharach’s conviction, that if his 
eyes were not opened by the plague, they: might by the remo- 
val of it: So various are the methods God takes to bring men 
to repentance, 
Pharaoh fets the time fot to-morrow, ver. 10. And why 

- mot immediately ? Was he fo fond of his guefts, that he would 
_ have them ftay another night with him? No ;, but probably he 

hoped that this night they would ::0 away of them/elves, and 
then he fhould get clear of the plague without being obliged ei- 


ther to God or Mofes. Howeva, Moies joins flue with him. 


BE xX O:D U S.~ 


‘him to remand the frogs, ver. 12. 
| our enemies and perfecutors, even the wort, as Chrilt did. 


. or the next bat one: They all-dzed,. ver. 13. 
| might appear they were real frogs, their dead bodies were left 


| that were extorted are forgotten. 
| airis changed, what thaws in the fun, will freeze again in: the 


“appear that any warning, was given of it before. 
| bufe of the refpite: granted. him, might. have been a fufficient 
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upon: Be it according to thy word; it hall be done juft when 


= thou weuldeft have it done, that thou maycf? know, that, 
’ whatever the magicians pretend to, ‘dere rs .none lke unto the 


Lord our God: None has fuch a command as he has over all: 
the creatures, nor any fo ready to forgive thofe that humble 
themfelves before him. Note, The great’ defign both’ of 
judgments and mercies, is to convince us that there is none ‘ke 
the Lord our God; none to wife, fo mighty, fo good 3 no ene=- 
my fo formidable; no friend fo.defirable, fo valuable. 

Mofes hereupon applies himfelf to God, prays earneftly to~ 
Note, We mult pray for 


Prefently the frogs that came up one day, perished the next, 
And that it 


to be raked together.in heaps, fo-that the finell of them bes 
came offenfive, ver. 13, 14. Note, Phe great Sovereign of the~ 
world makes what ufe he pleafeth of the lives and deaths of 


| his creatures; and he that gives a being to ferve one purpofe, 


may, Without wrong'to his juftice, call for- it-again prefently, _ 
to ferve another purpofe. 

Sixthly, What was the iflue of this plague, ver. 15. When 
Pharaoh faw that there was refpite, without confidering ei- 
ther what. he had lately felt, or what he had reafon to fear, he 
hardened ht; heart. Note, 1. Till the heart is. renewed by 
the grace of God, the imprefhions. made by the force of afilic- 
tion donot abide: The convictions wear off, and the promifes. 
Tull the difpofition of the 


fhade. 2. God’s patience is: fhamefully abufed by impenitent. 
finners. The re/pire he gives them,. to /ead thémto repent- 
ance, they are: hardened by; and while he gracioufly allows 
theni-2: truce, in érder to the making of theirpeace,. they take 
that opportanity to rally again the’ baffled forces of an obitinate. 
infidelity. See Eccl. viii. x1. Pfal. Ixxwviti. 34, &e. 

16 € And the-Lorp faid. unto Motes, Say 
unto Aaron, Stretch.out thy rod,-and {mite the 
duft of the land,;that 1t may become lice through- 
out all the land of Egypt. 17 And they did fo3- 
for Aaron. ftretched out his hand -with his rod, 


and frmote the duft of the earth, and it became 


lice in man--and in. beaft:, all the dutt of the 
land became lice throughout al¥ the land of E- 
gypt. 18 And.the magicians did fo with their 
inchantments to bring forth lice, but they could. 
not: fo there were lice ypon man, and upon 
beaft.. 1g Then the magicians faid.. unto. Pha- 
raoh, This zs the finger of God: and Pharaoh’s | 
heart was hardened, and he hearkened not un- 


,to them;, as the Lorp had faid.: 


Here is:a fhort account’ of the plague of /ice. “It-doth not 
Pharaoh’s ae’ - 


warning to him to expeét another plague: For if the removal 
of an affliGion harden us, and fo lofe us the benefit of it, we 
may conclude it goes away with a purpofe to return, or’ to 
make room for a worfe... 
_ Obferve, Fir??, How this plague of Jice-was-infli@ted on the 
Egyptians, ver. 16, 17. ‘The frogs were produced out of the 
waters, but thefe lice out of the duff of the earth; for out of 
any part of the creation God can fetch a fcourge wherewith to 
egrrecét thofe that rebel. againft him. He hath many arrows 
: in 


a 
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in his quiver. Even the du/ of the earth obeys him. Fear 
not then, thou worm Sacob; for God can ufe thee as a 
threfhing infirument, if he pleafes, Ifa. xli. 14, 15. . Thefe 
lice, no doubt, were extrémely vexatious, as well as fcanda- 
lous, to the Egyptians. Though they had re/pite, they had 
refpite but a while, Rev. xi. 14. The fecond wo was paf?, 
but behold the third wo came very guickly. 

Seco: dly, How the magicians were baffled by it, ver. 18. 
They attempted to imitate it, but they could not: When they 
failed in that, it fhould feem they attempted to remove it; for 
it follows, So there were lice upon man and bea/f?, in fpite of 
them. This forced them to confefs themfelves overpowered: 
This is the finger of Ged, ver. 19.3 1. e. “ This check and 
re(traint put upon them, muft needs be from a Divine Power.” 
Note, 1. God has the devil in a chain, and limits him both as 
a deceiver.and as a deftroyer: Hztherto he /hall come, but no 
further. ‘The devil’s agents, when God permitted them, 
could do great things; but when he laid an embargo upon 
them, though but with his Azger, they could do nothing. The 
magicians inability in this leffer inftance, fhewed whence they 


had their ability in the former inftances which feemed greater, ° 


and that they had no power againft Mofes but what was given 
them from above. 2. Sooner or later, God will extort, even 
from his enemies, an acknowledgment of his own fovereignty 
and over-ruling power. It is certain they mutt all (as we fay) 
knock under at Jaft; as Julian the apoftate did, when his dy- 
ing lips confefled, Thow baff overcome me, O thaw Gahlean. 
God will not only be too hard for all oppofers, but will force 
them to own it. 


Thiraly, How Pharaoh, notwithftanding this, was made 


more and-more obftinate, ver. 19. Even thofe that had de- 

ceived him now, faid enough to undeceive him; and yet he 

grew more and more obftinate. Even the miracles and the 

judgments were to him a favour of death unto death, Note, 

Thofe that are not made better by God’s word and providen- 
".ees, are commonly made worfe by them. 


20 @ And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Rifé 
up early in the morning, and ftand before Pha- 
raoh, (lo, he cometh forth to the water,) and 
fay unto him, Thus faith the Lorn, Let my 
people go, that they may ferve me. 21 Elfe 
if thou wilt not let my people go, behold, I will 
fend fwarms of flies upon thee, and upon thy 
fervants, and upon thy people, and into thy 
houfes: and the houfes of the Egyptians fhall 

be full of fwarms of fies, and alfo the ground 
whereon they are. 22 And I will fever in that 
day the land of Gofhen, in which my people 
dwell, that no fwarms of fives fhall be there; to 
the end thou mayeft know that I am the Lorp 
in the midft of the earth. 23 And'I will put a di- 
vifion between my people and thy people: to- 
morrow fhall this fign be. 24 And the Lorn did 
fo: and there came a grievous fwarm of flies 
into the houfe of Pharaoh, and inzo his fervants 
houfes, and into all the land of Egypt: the 


land was corrupted by reafon of the fwarm of 


flies. 25 FY And Pharaoh called for Mofes, and 
for Aaron, and faid, Go ye, facrifice to your 
God in the land.. 26 And Mofes faid, It is not 
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‘was infli€ted: 


nation of the Egyptians to the Lorp our God: 
Lo, fhall we facrifice the abomination of the E- 


gyptians before their eyes, and will they not 


{tone us? 27 We will go three days journey 
into the wildernefs, ‘and facrifice to the Lorp 
our God, as he fhall command us. 28 And 
Pharaoh faid, I will let you go, that ye may fa~ 
crifice to the Lorp your God, in the wildernefs ; 
only you -fhall not go very far away: intreat 
forme. 29 And Mofes faid, Behold, I go out 
from thee, and I will intreat the Lorp, that 


the fwarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, 


from his fervants, and from his people, to- 
morrow: but let not Pharaoh deal deceitful | 
ly any more, in not letting the people go to 
facrifice to the Lorp. 30 And Mofes went 


out from Pharaoh, and intreated the Lorn. . 


31 And the Loxp did according to the word 


of Mofes; and he removed the {warms of flies’ 
from Pharaoh, from his fervants, and from’ 
_ his people: there remained not one. 


Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time alfo, 
neither would he let the people go. 


Here is the {tory of the plague of. fues3; in which we are 
told, 

Firft, How it was threatened, like that of frogs, before it 
Mofes is direéted, ver. 20. to rife ear /y in the 
morning to meet Pharaoh when he came forth to the water, 
and there to repeat his demands. Noite, (1.) Thofe that 
would bring great things to pafs for God and their generation, 
mutt rife ear/y, and redeem time in the morning. Pharaoh 
was early up at his fuperftitious devotions to the river ; and 
fhall we be for more fleep and more flumber, when any fervice 
is to be done which would pafs well in our account in the 
great day? (2.) Thofe that would approve themfelves God’s 
faithful fervants, muft not be afraid of the face of man. Mo- 


fes mult rand before Pharaoh, as proud as he was; and tell. 


him that which was in the higheft degree Aumb/ing; muft 
challenge him (af he refufed to releafe his captives) to engage 
with an army of flies, which would obey God’s orders, if Pha- 
raoh would not. See a like threatening, Ifa. vii. 18. The 
Lord will bifs, (or whiftle) for ihe fly, and the bee, to come 
and ferve his purpofes. : 

Secondly, How the Egyptians and the Hebrews were to be 
remarkably diftinguifhed in this plague, ver. 22, 23. It is pro- 
bable this diftin@tion had not been fo manifeft and obfervablein 
any of the foregoing plagues, as it was to be in this. Thus as 
the plague of lice was made more convincing than any be- 
fore it by the running’ of the magicians a-ground, fo was 
this by the diftin@ion made between the Egyptians and the 
Hebrews. Pharaoh muft be made to know, that God zs the 
Lord in the midft of the earth; and by this it will be known 
beyond difpute. 
at random, fhall be manifeftly under the condué of an intelli- 


gent mind, while they are above the direétion of any man. : 


Hither they fhall go, fays Mofes, and ‘hrrher they fhall not 
come; and the performance is punctually according to this ap- 


_pointment. and both compared amount to a demonitration, that 


he that /ard it and he that dd it was the fame, even a Being 
of infinite power and wifdom. 2. ‘The fervants and worfhip- 


pers 
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meet fo to do; for we fhall faerifice the abomis - 


32 And ~ 


1. Swarms of flies, which feem to us to fly - 


Ya) 
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pers of the great Jelktovah fhall be preferved from fharing in the 
common calamities of the place they live in, fo that the plague 
which annoys all their neighbours fhall not approach them 5 
and this fhall be an unconteftable proof, that God is the Lord 
in the nudft of the earth. Put both thefe together, and it ap, 
pears that she eyes of the Lord run too and fro through the 
earth, and through the air too, to direét that which to us feems 
moft cafual to ferve fome great and defigned end, that he may 
[bew bimfelf firong on the behalf of thofe whofe hearts are 


upright with him, 2 Chron. xvi. 9. 


Obferve how it is to be repeated, ver. 23. I will puta di- 
vifion between my people and thy people. Note, The Lord 
knows them that are his; and will make it to appear, perhaps 
in this world, however in the other, that he hath fet them a- 


ypart. for himfelf. A day will come when ye fhall resurn and 


difcern bét ween the righteous and the wicked, Mal. iii. 18. ; 


.the /beep and the goats, Matth. xxv. 32. Ezek. xxxiv. 17. 


though now intermixed. ; 

Thirdly, How it was inflifted the day after it was threat- 
ened: There came a grievous fwarm of flies, ver. 24.3 flies 
of divers forts, and fach as devoured them, Pfal. Ixxviti. 45. 
The prince of the power of the air has gloried in being Bee/- 
webub, The god of fues; But here it is proved, that even in 
that he is a pretender, and an ufurper; for even with /warms 
of flses God fights againft his kingdom and prevails. 

Fourthly, How Pharaoh, upon this attack, founded a par- 
ley, and entered into a treaty with Mofes and Aaron about a 
farrender of his captives: But obferve with what reluctancy 


“he yields. 


ar 


“world, and get as far as may be from the noife of it. 


[1.] He is content they fhould facrifice to their God, pro- 
vided they would do it in the /and of Egypt, ver.25. Note, 
God can extort a toleration of his worfhip, even from thofe 
that are really enemies to it. Pharaoh, under the {mart of the 
rod, is content they fhould do facrifice, and will allow liberty 
of confcience to God’s Ifrael even in his own land. But Mofes 
will not ‘accept his conceflion: He cannot do it, ver. 26. It 
would be an abomination to God, fhoyld they offer the Egyp- 
tian facrifices; and an abomination to the Egyptians, fhould 
they offer to God their own factifices, as they ought: So that 


they could not facrifice in the /and, but they muft unavoidably . 


incur the difpleafure, either of their God, or of their tafk-maf- 
ters. Therefore he infifts upon it, ver. 27. Ve will go three 
days journey into the wilderne/s. Note, Thofe that would offer 
acceptable facrifices to God, muft, (1.) Separate themfelves 
from the wicked and profane; for we cannot have fellowfhip 
both with the Father of lights and with the works of darknefs, 


both with Chrift and with Belial, 2 Cor. vi. 17. Pfal. xxvi. 


(2.) They mutft retire from the diftractions of the 
Ifrael 
cannot keep the feaft of the Lord, either among the brick- 
kilns or among the flefh-pots of Egypt; no, We will go inio 
the wilderne/s, Hof. ti. 14. Cant. vil. 11. (3.) They mutt 
obferve the divine appointment : We will facrifice as he /hail 
command us, and not otherwife. ‘Though they were in the 
utmoft degree of flavery to Pharaoh, yet in the. worfhip of God 
they muft obferve his commands, and not Pharaoh’s. 

‘[2.] When this propofal.would not be accepted, he con- 
fents they thall go into she wildernefs, provided they do not 
go very far away, not fo far but that he might fetch them 
back again, ver. 28. It ‘is likely he had heard of their defign 
upon Canaan, and fufpeéted, that if once they left Egypt, they 
would never come back again ; and therefore, when he is for- 
ced to confent that they fhall go, the /warms of flies buzzing 


4» 6. 


_ that in his ears, yet he is not willing they fhould go out of 1 
reach, Thus fome finners, who in a pang of conviction part | 


with their fins, yet are loth they fhould go very far away ; 
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for when the fright 1s over, they will return to them again. 


_A mighty ftruggle here was between Pharaoh’s convictions and 


his corruptions ; his convictions faid, Let. them go; his cor- 
ruptions ae Yet nat very far away: But he fided with his 
corruptions again{t his conviftions, and it was his ruin. » 

This prepofal Mofes fo far accepted, as that he promifed 
the removal of this plague upon it, ver. 29. See here, 

1. How ready God is to accept finners fubmifhons. Pha-_ 
raoh doth but fay, Jntreat for me, (though it is with regret 
that he truckles fo far,) and Mofes promifes immediately, 7 
will intreat the Lord for thee ; that he might fee what the - 
defign of the plague was3 not to bring him to ruin, but to bring 
him to repentance. With. what pleafure did God fay it, £ 
Kings xxi. 29. Sef thou how Ahab humbleihhimfelf? * 

2. What need we have to be admonifhed that we be fincere 
in our {ubmiffions? But /e¢ not Pharaoh deal deceitfully any 
more.  Thofe that deal deceitfully, are juftly /upected; and 
mutt be cautioned not to return again to folly, after God has 
once more /poken peace. Be nat deceived, God is not mocked. 
If we think to put a cheat upon God by a counterfeit repent- 
ance, and a fraudulent furrender of ourfelves to him, we flralf 
pin in the end to have put a damning cheat upoa our own 
ouls. 

Lafily, The iffue of all was, that God gracioufly removed 
the plague, ver. 30, 31. But Pharaoh perfidioufly returned 
to his hardnefs, and would notilet the people go, ver. 32. His 
pride would not let him part- with fuch a flower of his crown 
as his dominion over Ifrael was, nor his covetoufnefs with fuch 
a branch of his revenue as their labours were. Note, Reigning 
lufts break through the ftrongeft bonds, and make men impu- 
dently prefumptuous, and fcandaloufiy perfidious. Let not jn 
therefore reign ; for if it do, it will betray and hurry us to the 
grofielt abfurdities. 


Goya sP Ar ix. 

Ln this chapter, we have an account of three more of the 
plagues of Egypt. 1. Murrain among the cattle, which 
nas fatal to them, ver. 1,—7.° IL. Bo:ls upon man and 
beaft, ver. 8,—12. ILI. Hai/, with thunder and lightning 
(1.) Warning is given of this pl igue, ver. 13,—21. (2.) 
It is inflited~to their great terror, ver. 22,—26.: (3-) 
Pharaoh tn a fright renews his treaty with Mofes; bu 
infiantly breaks his word, ver. 27,—3 5. f 


HEN the Lord faid unto Mofes, go in un- 
oF to Pharaoh, and téll him, Thus faith the 
Lorp God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, 
that they may ferve me. 2 For if thou refufe 
to let them go, and wilt hold them full, 3 Be- 
hold, the hand of the Lorp is upon thy cattle 
which zs in the field, upon the horfes, upon the 
afles, upon the camels, upon the oxen, and up- 
on the fheep: there /bhall be a, very grievous 
murrain. 4 And the Lorn fhall fever between 
the cattle of Ifrael, and the cattle of Egypt: 
and .there fhall nothing die of all that is the 
childrens of Ifrael. 5 And the Lorn appointed. 
a fet time, faying, To-morrow the Lorp fhall do 
this thing in the land. 6 And:the Lor» did 
that thing on the morrow, and all the cattle of 
Egypt died: but of the cattle of the children of 
ifrael died not one. 7 ‘And Pharaoh fent, and 
behold, there was not one of ‘the catile of the 

a Ifraelites 
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Ifraelites dead, And the heart of Pharaoh was 
hardened, and he did not let the people go. 


Here is, Fir, Waming given of another plague, viz. The « 


murrain of beafts. When Pharaoh's heart was hardened after 
he had feemed to relent under the former plague, then Mofes 
is fent to tell him there is another coming, to try what that 
_ would do towards the reveving of the imprefhons of the former 
plagues. ‘Thus is the wrath of God revealed from heaven, 
both in his word and in his works, again? all ungodline/s and 
unrighteoufne/s of men. (1.) Mofes puts Pharaoh ina very fair 
way to prevent it:’ Let my people go, ver. 1. This was ftill 
the demand, God will have Ifrael releafed ; Pharaoh oppofeth 
it; and the trial is, Whofe word /ball fand. See how jeal- 
ous God is for his people: When the year of his redeemed is 
come, he will give Egypt for their ranfom; that kingdom fhall 
be ruined, rather than [frael fhall not be delivered. See how 
reafonable God’s demands are ; whatever he calls for, it’ is but 
bis own: They are my peop, therefore let them go. (2-) 
He defcribes the plague that fhould come, if he refufed, ver. 
2, 3. The hand of the Lord immediately, without the ftretch- 
“ang ont of Aaron’s hand, is wpon the cattle ; many of which, 
fomé of af/ kinds, fhould die by a fort of peftilence. This was 
greatly to the lofs of the owners: They had made Ifrael poor, 


and now God would make them poor. Note, The hand of 


God is to be acknowledged even in the ficknefs and: death of 


cattle, or other damage fuftained in them; for a arrow falls | 


not to the ground without our Father. (3.) As‘an evidence 
of the fpecial hand of God in it, and of his ‘particular favour 
to his own people, he foretells that none of their cattle fhould 
die, though they breathed in the fame air, ‘and ‘drank of the 
fame water with the Egyptians cattle, ver..4. J will fever. 
Note, When God’s judgments are abroad, though they may 
light both on the righteous andthe wicked, yet God makes 
fuch a diftinétion, that they are not the fame to the one that 
they are to the other. See Ifa. xxvii. 7.. The providence of 
God is to be acknowledged with thankfulnefs in the life of the 
cattle ; for he prferveth man and bea/t, Pfal. xxxvi. 6. (4.) 
To make the warning the mere remarkable, the time is fixed, 
ver. 5. To-morrow it fhall be done. We know not what any 
day will bring forth ; and therefore cannot fay what we wil 
do te-morrow, but God can. 

Secondly, The plague itfelf inflitted. The cattle died, ver. 
6. Note, The creature is made fubje to vanity by the fin 
of man, being liable, according to tts capacity, both to ferve 
his wickednefs, and to fhare in his punifament, as in the uni- 
verfal deluge, Rom. vii. 20,22. Pharaoh and the Egyptians 
finned ; bat the /hoes, what had they done? yet they are 
plagued. See Jer. xii, 4. For the wzekedne/s of the land, 
the beafis are confumed. "The Egyptians afterwards, (and 
fome think now,) wor/binped their eaitle ; it was among them 
that the ‘Ifraclites learned to make a god of a ca/f; in that 
therefore this plague meets with them. Note, What we make 
an idol of, it is juft with God te remove from us, or embitter 
tous. See Ifa. xix. 1. 

Thirdiv, The diftin&ion put between the cattle of the E- 
gyptians and the Ifraelites cattle: According to the word of 
God, not one of the cattle of the Ifrachtes died, ver. 6, 7. 
D ith God take care for oxen? Yes, he doth ; his providence 
extends itfelf to the meaneft of his creatures. But it is writ- 
ten alfo for our fakes, that, trufting in God, and making him 
our refuge, we may. not be afraid of the pestilence that walk- 
ih im darknefs ; no, not though thoufands fall at our fide, 
Pfal. xci. 6, 7. Pharaoh fent jo fee if the cattle of the If 
raciites were infeed ; not to fatisfy his confeience, but only 
to gratify his curiofity, or with defign by way of reprifal to re- 


Chap. IX. 


pair his own loffes out of their ftocks: And having no good: 
defign in the 'inquiry, the report brought him made no impref- 
_ fion-upon him; but on the contrary, his heart was hardened. 


Note, To thofe that are wilfully blind, even thofe methods of 


conviction which are ordained to life, prove a favour of death. 


unto death, ‘ 3 


8 { And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, and uh- 


to Aaron, Take to you handfuls of afhes of the- 


furnace, and let Mofes fprinkle it towards the 
heaven in the fight of Pharaoh. 9 And it fhall 
become {mal} duft in all the land of Egypt, and. 
fhall be a boil breaking forth with blams, upon 
man, and upon beait, throughout all the land of 


Egypt. ro And they took afhes of the furnace,. 


and ftood before Pharaoh, and Mofes fprinkled 
it up toward heaven: And it became a boil 
breaking forth with blains; upon man, and up- 
on beaft. 11 And the magicians could not ftand 
before Mofes, becaufe of the boil: for the boil 
was upon the magicians, and upon all the E- 
gyptians. 12 And the Lorp hardened the heart 
of Pharaoh, and he hearkened not unto them 3. 
as the Lorp had fpoken unto Mofes. 
_ Obferve here, concerning the plague of boz/s and blains, 
Firfi, That when they were not wrought upon by the death 
of their cattle. God fent a plague that feized their own bo- 


dies, and touched them to the quick. If leffer judgments do: 
not do their work, God will fend greater. -Let us therefore 


- humble ourfelves'under:the mighty hand of God, and go forth 


to-meet him inthe way of his judgments, that-his anger may: 
be turned away from us. : = 
Secondly, The fignal given by which this plague was fum- 
moned, was the /prinkding of warm a/Hes, from the furnace, 
toward heaven, (ver. 8, 10.)3 which was to fignify the heat- 
ing of the: air with fuch an infection as fhould produce in the 
bodies ‘of the Egyptians fore Got/s, which would be both noi- 
fom and painful. Immediately upon the fcattering of the afhes, 
afcalding dew came down out of the air, which bliftered 
wherever it alighted. Note, Sometimes God fhews men their 
finin their punifhment: They had oppreffed Iftael in the fur- 
naces, and-now the afhes of the furnace are made as much a 
terror to them as ever their tafk-maflers had been to the If 
raelites. : 
Thirdly, The plague itfelf was very grievous: Even an itch 
and {cab would be fo, efpecially to the nice and delicate ; but 
thefe eruptions were inflammations, like Job’s. This is after- 
wards called, The botch of Egypt, Deut. xxviii. 27.; as if it 


were fome new difeafe, never heard of before, and known e-. 
; ver after by that name. Note, Sores in the body are to be 
leoked upon as the punifhments of fin, and to be hearkened to- 


as calls to repentance. 


Fuuribly, The magicians themfelyes were ftrack with thefe- 


boils, ver, 11. [1.]} Thus they were punifhed, both, 1. For 
helping to harden Pharaoh’s heart, as Elymas for feeking to 
pervert the right ways of the Lord. God will feverely rec- 
kon with thofe that {trengthen the hands of the wicked in their 
wickednefS. As alfo, 2. For-pretending to imitate the former 
plagues, and making themfelves and Pharaoh {port with them, 


They-that would produée lice, fhall, againft their wills, pro- . 


duce boils. Note, It is ill jefting with God’s judgments, aid 
more dangerous than playing with ‘fire. 
lef: your bands be made frrong. [2.] Thus they were thamed 

in 


Be ye not mockers, 


SS 
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Sm the prefence of their admirers. How weak were their in- 
chantments, which could not fo much as fecure ¢hem/elves 2 
The devil can give no protection to thofe that are ta canfede- 
racy with him. [3.] Thus they were driven the field. Their 
power was reftratned before, chap. viii. 18.; but they continu- 
ed to confront Mofes, and confirm Pharaoh in his unbelief, till 
- ow at length they were forced to retreat, and could not “and 
before Mufes ; to which the apoftle refers, 2 Tim. iii. 9. when, 
he faith, that their folly was manzfeficd unto all men. 

Fifthly, Pharaoh ¢ontinued obftinate ; for now she Lord 
hardened his heart, ver. 12. Before, he had hardened hts 
- own heart, and refifted the grace of God; and now, God 
juftly gave him up to his own heart’s lufts, to a reprobate 
mind, and ftrong delufions, permitting Satan to blind and har- 
den him, and ordering every thing from henceforward fe as to 
make him more and more obftinate. Note, Wilfal hardnefs 
is commonly punifhed with judicial hardnefs. If men shut 
their eyes again{t the light, it is juft with God to:clofe them. 
Let us dread this as the foreft judgment a man can be under 
on this fide hell. 


13 § And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Rife up 
early in the morning, and ftand before Pharaoh, 
and fay unto him, Thus faith the Lorp God of 
the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may 
ferve me. 14 For I will at this time fend all 
my plagues upon thine heart, and upon thy fer- 
vants, and upon thy people: that thou mayeft 
know that there is none like me in all the earth. 

15 For now I will ftretch out my hand, that I 
may {mite thee and thy people with peftilence; 
and thou fhalt be cut off from the earth. 16 
And in very deed. for this cau/e have I raifed 
thee up, for to fhew zm thee my power; and 
that my name may be declared. throughout all 
the earth. 17 As yet exalteft thou thyfelf a- 
gainft my people, that thou wilt not let them 
zo? 18 Behold, to-morrow about this time, I 
will caufe it to raina very grievous hail, fuch as 
hath not been. in Egypt, fince the foundation 

' thereof, even until now. 19Send therefore now, 

and gather thy cattle, and all that thou haft in 
the field : for upon every man and beaft which 
fhall be found in the field, and fhall not be 
brought home, the hail fhall come down upon 
them, and they fhall die. 20 He that feared 
the word of the Lorp amongft the fervants of 

Pharaoh, made his fervants and his cattle flee 

into the houfes. _21 And he that regarded not, 
the word of the Loxp, left hi§.fervants and his 
cattle in the field. 


Here is, Firf, A general declaration of the wrath of God 
again{t Pharaoh for his obftinacy. ‘Though God had harden- 
ed his heart, ver. 12. yet Mofes mutt repeat his applications 
to him. God fufpends his grace, and yet demands obedience, 
to pumifh him for requiring bricks of the children of Ifrael 
when he denied them ftraw. Ged would likewife thew forth 
a pattern of long-fuffering, and how he waits to be gracious to 
a rebellsous and sarnfaying people. Six times this demand 
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_ down the proudeft of his enemies. 
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- hath been made in vain; yet Mofes muft take it the feventh 
time, Let my people go, ver. 13. 


A moft dreadful meflage Mofes is here ordered to deliver 


to him, whether he will hear or whether he will forbear. [1.] 


He muft tell him, that he is marked for ruin; that he now 
flands as the butt at which God would fhodt ail the arrows 
of his wrath, ver. 14, 5. “ Now I will fend a// my plagues.” 
Now no place is found for repentance in Pharaoh, nothing can 
prevent Kis utter deftruction ; for that only would have pre- 
vented it. Now God begins to Aarden his heart, his cafe is 
defperate. << I will fend my plagues upon chy heart; not only 
temporal plagues upon thy body, but fpiritual plagues upon thy 
foul.”? Note, God can fend plagues upon ihe heart, either 
by making it fen/ele/s,gor by making it hopele/s, and thofe are 
the worft plagues. Pharaoh sift now expect no re/pite, no 
ceffation of arms ; but to be followed with plague upon plague, 
till he is utterly confumed. Note, When God judgeth, he 
will overcome ; none ever hardened his heart again{t him and 
profpered. [2.] He muft tell him, that he is to remain in 
hiftory a ftanding monument of the juftice and power of God’s © . 
wrath, ver. 16. For this caufe have I ratfed thee up to the 

throne at this time, and made thee to frand the fhock of the 
plagues hitherto, to /bew zn thee my power. Providence or- 
dered it fo, that Mofes fhould have a man of fuch a fierce and 
{tubborn {pirit as he was to deal with; and every thing was 
fo managed in this trahfadtion, as to make it a moft fignal and 
memorable inftance of the power God has to humble and bring 
Every thing concurred to 
fignalize this, that God’s name, i. e. his inconteftable fove- 


_ reignty, his irrefiftible power, and his inflexible juftice, might 


be declared throughout all the earth, not only to all places, 
but through all ages while the earth remains. Note, God 
raifeth up fometimes very ill men to honour and power, {pares 
them long, and fuffers them to prow infufferably infolent, that 
he may be fo much the more glorified in their deftruétion at laft. 
See how the neighbour nations at that time improved the ruia 
of Pharaoh to the glory of God, Exod. xviii. 11. Jethro 
faid upon it, Now know I that the Lordis greater than all gods. 


The apoftle illuftrates the doétrine of God’s fovereignty with: 
-this inftance, Rom. ix. 17. 


To juftify God in thefe refo- _ 
lutions, Mofes is bid to’ afk him, ver. 17. 4s yet exaltef thou 
thy thyfelf againfi my people? Pharaoh was a great king ;. 
God’s people were poor fhepherds at the belt, and now poor 
flaves ; and yet it fhall be the rein of Pharaoh if he exa/t bim- 
Self again{t them, for it is interpreted exalting himfelf againft 
God. This was not the firft time he reproved kings for their 
Jakes, and let them know that he would not fuffer his people 
: be trampled upon and infulted, no, not by the biggeft of 
them. 

Secondly, Flere is a particular prediction of the: plague of 
hail, ver. 18.5 and a gracious advice to Pharaoh and his peo- 
ple to fend for their fervants and cattle out of the field, that 
they might be fheltered from the hail, ver. 19. Note, When 
God’s juftice threatens ruin, his mercy. at the fame time fhews 
us a way of efcape’from it; fo unwilling is he that any fhould 
perifb. See here what care God took to diftinguifh, not only 
between Egyptians and Ifraelites, but between fome Egyptians: 
and others. If Pharaoh will not yield, and fo prevent the 
judgment itfelf, yet an opportunity is given to thofe that had 
any dread of God and his word to fave themfelves from fha- 
ring in the judgment, Note, Fhofe that will sake warning, 
may take fhelter; and thofe that will not, may thank them- 
felves if they fall by the overflowing feourge, and the hat/, 
which will /weep away the refuge of hes, Vfa. xxviil. 37. 
See the diffcrent effect of this warning. (%.) Some be/reved the 
things which were fpoken; 2nd they feared, and houfed their fer- 
li.2 vants 
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vants and cattle, ver. 20.3 like Noah, Heb. xi. 7.3 and it 
was their wifdom,: Even among the fervants of Pharaoh there 
were fome that trembled at God’s word, and fhall not the fons 
of lifrael dread it ? But, (2.) Others be/ieved not: Though, 
whatever plague Mofes had hitherto foretold, the event exa@tly 
anfwered the sr2dition; and though, if they had had any 
reafon to queftion this, it wonld have been no great damage to 
them to have kept their cattle in the houfe for one day, and fo, 
fuppofing it a doubtful cafe, to have chofen the furer fide ; 
yet they were fo foo/-bardy, as, in defiance to the truth of 
Mofes and the power of God, (of both which they had al- 
ready had experience enough to their coft,) to leave out their 
cattle;° Pharaoh himfelf, it is probable, giving them an example 
of the prefumption, ver. 21. Note, Objtinate infidelity is deaf 
to the faireft warnings and the wifeft counfels, which leaves 
the blood of them that perifh upon their own heads. 


42-@ And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Stretch 
forth thine hand toward heaven, that there may 
be hail in all the land of Egypt; upon man, 
and upon beaft, and upon every herb of the 
field, throughout the land of Egypt. 23 And 
Mofes ftretched forth his rod toward heaven, 
and the Lorp fent thunder and hail, and the 
_ fire ran along upon the ground; and the Lorp 
rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 24 So 
there was hail,, and fire mingled with the hail, 


very grievous, fuch as there was none like it in , 


all the land of Egypt fince it became a nation. 
25 And the hail {mote . throughout all the. land 
of Egypt, all that was in the field, both man 
and beaft: and the hail fmote every herb of 
the field, and brake every tree of the field. 26 
Only in the land of Gofhen, where the children, 
of Hrael were, was there no hail. 27 FY And 
Pharaoh fent, and called for Mofes and Aaron, 
and faid unto them, I have finned ¢dis time: 
the Lorp is righteous, and I and my people 
are wicked. 28 Intreat the Lorn (for it is e- 
nough) that there be no more mighty thunder- 
ings and hail; and I will let you g6, and ye 
fhall ftay no longer. 29 And Mofes faid unto 
him, As foon as I am gone out of the city, I will 
fpread abroad my hands unto the Lorp: and 
the thunder fhall ceafe, neither fhall there be 
any more hail; that thoa mayeft know, how 
that the earth is the Lorp’s. 30 But as for 
thee, and thy fervants, 1 know that ye will not. 
yet fear the Lorp God. 31 And the flax, and: 
the barley was fmitten: for the barley was in 
the ear, and the flax was bolled.. 32 But the 
wheat and the rye were not {mitten: for they 
were not grown up. 33 And Motes went out 
of the city from Pharaoh, and fpread abroad his 
hands unto the Lorp: and the thunders and 
hail ceafed, and the rain was not poured upon 
the earth. 34 And when Pharaoh faw that the 
tain, and the hail, and the thunders were céa-. 


Q penitent, ver. 27, 28. 


Chap. EX. 


fed, he finned yet more, and hardened his heart, 
he and his fervants. 35 And the heart of 
Pharaoh was hardened, neither would ‘he let 
the children of Ifrael go; as the Lorp had fpo-- 
ken by Mofes. 


The threatened plague of hail is here fummoned by the 
powerful hand and rod of Mofes, ver. 22, 23.: And it obeys 


the fummons, or rather the divine command ; for fre and hart 


fuifl God’s word, Pfal. cxlviti. 8. And here we are told, 
Firf, What defolations it made upon the earth: The thun- 
der and fire from heaven, or lightning, made it both the more: 
dreadful and the more de/froying, ver..23, 24. Note, God. 
makes the clouds not only his ftore-houfes, whence he drops 
fatne/s on his people; but his magazines, whence when he 
pleafeth he can draw out a moft formidable train of artillery 
wherewith to deftroy his enemies. He himfelf {peaks of the 
treafures of hail which be bath referved againft the day 
of battle and war, Job xxxviiil. 22, 23. . Woful havock 
this hail made in the land of Egypt. It killed both men and’ 
cattle, and éatrered down not only the herbs, but the trees, 
ver. 25. The corn that was above ground was deltroyedy. 
and that only preferved which as yet was not come up, vere. 
3%, 32 Note, God has many ways of tating away the corn 
in the feafan thereof, Hof. ii. g. either by a fecret blafting, 
or a noify hail. ‘In this plague, the bos thunderbolts are {aid 


' to deftroy their flocks, as well as the hail, Pfal. Ixxvili. 48. 


and fee Pfal. cv. 32, 33. Perhaps David alludes to this, 
when, inGod’s glorious appearances for,the difcomfiture of his’ 


~ enemies, he fpeaks of the Aat//ones and coals of fire he threw. 


among them, Pfal. xviii. 12,.13.: And there is a plain refe- 
rence to it on the pouring out of the feventh vial, Rev. xvis 
‘21. Notice is taken, ver. 26. of the land of Gothen’s being. 
preferved from receiving any damage by this plague. God 
has the directing of the pregnant clouds, and caufeth it to rain. 
or hail.on one-city, and. not. on. another, either in mercy or: 
judgment.. 

Secondly, What a confternation it put Pharaoh in. See what- 
effect it had upon him : 

f1t.] He humbled himfelf to Mofes in the language of a 
No man could have fpoke better. He 
owns himfelf on the wrong fide in his conteft with the God 
of the Hebrews; I have finned in ftanding it out fo long: 
He owns the equity of God’s proceedings againft him; The 


Lord ts righteous, and mutt be jultified when he:fpeaks, though * 


he fpeak in thunder and lightning: He condems himfelf and: 


’ his land;. 1 and my people are wicked, and deferve what is; 


brought upon us: He begs the prayers of Mofes ; Intreat the 


| Lord for me, that this dreadful plague may be removed: And’ 


laftly, He promifes to yield up his prifoners ; _Z well /et you 
go. What could one defire more? and yet his heart harden- 
ed all this while. 
penitent acknowledgments from thofe who have no penitent 
affections; under the furprife and fmart of..an affliction, they 


ftart up, and fay that which is pertinent enough, not becaufe. . 


they do think it, but becaufe they know they /hould, and that 


. it is meet to be faid. 
[2.] Mofes hereupon becomes an interceffor for him with : 


God. Though he had all the reafon in the world to think 
that he would prefently repent: of his repentance, and told him 


fo, vers 30. yet he promifes to be his friend in the court of — 


heaven, Note, Even thofe whom we-have little hopes of, yet 
we fhould continue to pray for, and to admoni/b, 1 Sam. xii. 
23. Obferve, (1.) The place Mofes chofe for his intercef- 
fion: He went out of the city, ver. 33+ not only for privacy. 


in his communion with God, but to thew that he durft venture 


abroad 


Note, The terror of. the rod often extorts - 


abroad into the field, notwithftanding the baz/ and lghtning 
which kept Pharaoh and his /ervasts within doors ; knowing 
that every haiiftone had its direction from his God, who meant. 
him no hurt. Note, Peace with God makes men thunder- 
proof, for it is the voice of their Father, (2.) ‘The gelture : 
He faread abroad bis bands unto the Lord; an outward ex- 
preflion of earneft defire and humble expeétation. Thofe that 
come to°God for mercy, muft ftand ready to receive it. (3.) 
The end Mofes aimed at in interceding for him: That thou 
mayeft know and be convinced that the earth is the Lords, 
ver. 29.3 7¢. that God has a fovereign dominion oyer all the 
creatures, that they are all ruled by him, and-therefore thou 
oughteft to be fo. See what various methods God ufeth to 
bring men to their wits. Judgments are fen’, and judgments 
removed, and all for the fame end; to make men know that 
«the Lord reigns. (4.) The fuccefg of it: 1. He prevailed 
with God, ver..33. But, 2. He could not prevail with Pha- 
raoh; he finned yet more, and hardened bis heart, ver, 34, 
35. The prayer of Mofes opened and fhut heaven, like Elias’s, 
Jam. v. 17, 18.5 and fuch is the power of God’s two wit- 
neffes, Rev. xi. 6.; yet neither Mofes nor Elias, nor thofe 
two witnefles, could fubdue the hard hearts of men. Pharaoh 
was frighted into a compliance by the judgment; but when 
it was over, his convictions vanifhed, and his fair promifes were 
forgotten. Note, Little credit is to be given to confeflions 
-apon the rack; Nay, Thofe that are not bettered by judgments 
and mercies, are commonly made worfe. 


Ci AP: eX 
The eighth and ninth of the plagues of Egypt, that of locufts, 
and that of darknefi, are recorded in thts chapter. J. Con- 
serning the plague of locufts, (1.) God infiruds Mojes in 
the meaning of thefe amazing difpenfations of his provt- 
dence, ver. 1, 2. (2-) He threatens the locufis, ver. 3,— 
6. (3.) Pharaoh, at the perfuajion of bis fervants, ts 
~ willing to treat again with Mofes, ver. 73—9- but they 
cannot agree, ver. 10, 11. (4.) The locufis come, ver. 
‘2,—15. (5-) Pharaoh cries, Peccavi, ver. 16, 17.: 
Whereupon Mofes prays for the removal of the plague, and 
tt'is done; but Pharaoh’s heart 1s fiull hardened, ver. 18, 
‘m=20. II. Concerning the plague of darknefs, (1.) It ts 
“infliled, ver. 21,—23. (2.) Pharaoh again treats with 
Mofes about a furrender ; but the treaty breaks off in a 
heat, ver.'24,—29+ ; 
ND the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Go in un- 
F% to Pharaoh: for I have hardened his heart, 
and the heart of his fervants; that I might fhew 
‘thefe my figns before him: 2 And that thou 
mayeft tell, in the ears of thy fon, and of thy 
fon’s fon, what things I have wrought in Egypt, 
and my figns which I have done amongft them: 
that ye may know how that I am the Lorn. 3 
And Mofes and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh, 
and faid unto him, Thus faith the Lonp God of 
the Hebrews, How iong wilt thou refufe to 
humble thyfelf before me? Let my people go, 
that they may ferve me. 4 Elfe if thou refufe 
to let my people go, behold, to-morrow I will 
bring the locufts into thy coafts. 5 And they 
fhall cover the face of the earth, that one can- 
not be able to feé the earth: and they {hall eat 


the refidue- of that which is efcaped, which re. 
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mainéth unto you from the hail, and {hall eat 
every tree which groweth for you out of: the 
field. 6 And they fhall fill thy houfes, and the 
houfes of all thy fervants, and the houfes of all 
the Egyptians ; which neither thy fathers, nor 
thy fathers fathers have feen, fince the day that 


_ they were upon the earth unto this day. And 


he turned himfelf, and went out from Pharaoh. 
4 And Pharaoh’s fervants faid unto him, How 
long fhall this man be a {nare unto us? Let the 
men. go, that they may ferve the Lorp their 
God: Knoweft thou not yet, that Kgypt is de- 
ftroyed? 8 And Mofes and Aaron were brought 
again unto Pharaoh: and he faid unto them, | 
Go, ferve the Lorp your God: but who are 
they that fhall gor 9 And Mofes faid, We will 
go with our young and with our old, with our 
fons and with our daughters; with our flocks 
and with our herds will we go: for we mu/t hold 
a feaft unto the Lorp. 10 And he faid unto 
them, Let the Lorp be fo with you, as1 will let 
you go, and your little ones : look ¢o ‘it, for evil 
is before you. 11 Not fo: go now ye chat are 
men, and ferve the Lorn, for that ye did de- 
fire. And they were driven out from Pharaoh’s 
prefence. ‘ i 
Here, Fir, Mofes is inftruéted. We may well fuppofe he 
for his part was much altonifhed both at Pharaoh’s obltinacy . 
and at God’s feverity; and could not but be cOnapaflionately. 
concerned for the defolations of Egypt, and at a lofs to know 
what this conteft would come to at laft. Now here God tells 
him what he defigned; not only Ifrael’s releafe, but the mag- | 
nifying of his own name: That thou maye/t tellin thy writ- 
ings, which fhall continue to the world’s end, what I have~ 
wrought in Egypt, ver. 1, 2. The ten plagues of Egypt. 
mutt be infliéted, that they may be recorded for the genera~ 
tions to come, as undeniable proofs, (1.) Of God’s over-rul- 
ing power in the kingdom of nature, his dominion over all the 
creatures, and his authority to ufe them, either as fervants to 
his jultice, or fufferers by it, according to the counfel of his 
will. (2.) Of God’s victorious power over the kingdom of 
Satan, to reftrain the malice and chaftife the infolence of his 
and his church’s enemies. ‘Ihefe plagues are {tanding monu- 
ments of the greatnefs-of God, the happinefs of the church, 
and the finfulnefs of fin; and ftanding monitors to thé chil. 


“dren of men in all ages, not to provoke the Lord to jealoufy, 


not to frive with their Maker. The benefit of thefe inftruc« 
tions to the world doth fufficiently balance the expence. : 

Secondly, Pharaoh is reproved, ver. ee Thus faith the - 
Lord God of the poor, defpifed, perfecuted Hebrews, How - 
long wilt thou refufe ta humble thyfelf before me? Note, It is - 
jultly expected from the: greateft of men, that they humble 
themfelves before the great God; and it is at. their peril if 
they refufe to do it. . This hath more than once been God’s 
quarrel with princes: Belfhazzar. didnot. bamb/e his heart, - 
Dan. v.22.; Zedekiah humbled not himfilf before Jeremiah, 
2 Chr. xxxvi. 12 And thofe that will not humble them. 
felves, God will humble them.: Pharaoh had fometimes pre- 
tended to humble himfelf; but no account was made of it, be- 
caufe he. was neither fucere nor con/lant invite... 

Toirdl yy: 
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_14 And the loeofts went up over all the land 
of Egypt, and refted in all the coafts of Egypt: 
| very grievous were they; before them there were 
no fuch locufts as they, neither after them fhall 
| be fuch. 


Thirdly, The plague of /ocufts is threatened, ver. 4, 5, 6. 
The hail had broke down the fruits of the earth, but thefe lo- 
cults fhould come and devour them ; and not that only, but 
they fhould j// their houfes ; whereas theit country had fome- 
times been infelted by thefe infe@s, which had done them da- 
mage, this fhould be much worfe than all the calamities of 
that kind which had ever been known. Mofes, when he had 
delivered his meflage, not expeCting any better anfwer than he 
had formerly, tured himifilf and went out from Pharaoh, 
yer. 6. Thus God appointed his difciples to depart from thofe 
who would not receive them, and to /bake off ihe duf? of their 
feet for a tefiimony agaraf? them; and ruin is not-far off from 
thofe who are thus juftly abandoned by the Lord’s meflengers, 
zi Sam. xv. 27. . 

Fourthly, Pharaoh’s attendants, his minifters of ftate, or 
privy-counfellors, interpofe to perfuade him to come to fome 
terms with Mofes, ver. 7. They, as in duty bound, reprefent 
to him the deplorable condition of the kingdom, Egypt 1s de- 
frayed; and advife him by all means to releafe his prifoners, 
Let the men go: For Mofes, they found, would be a /nare to 
them, till it was done; and as good confent at &rft, as at laft. 
The Ifraelites were become a burdenfome ftone to the Egyp- 
tians, and now at length the princes of Egypt were willing to 
‘be rid of them, Zeek. xii. 3... Note, It is a thing to be piti- 
ed, (and prevented if pofhible,) that a whole nation fhould be 
ruined for the pride and obftinacy of its princes: Sa/us populi 
faprema lex. 

Fifthly, A new treaty is hereupon fet on foot between Pha- 
taoh and Mofes: In which Pharaoh yields théey fhall go into 
the wildernefs to do facrifice : but the matter in difpute was, 
Who fhould go? ver. 8. [1.] Mofes infifts upon it, that 
they would take their whole families, and all their effects, a- 
long with them, ver. 9. Note, Thofe that ferve God, mutt 


ferve him with a// they have. Mofes pleads, We mult hold a- 


Feag ; therefore we miaft have our families to feaft with, and 
our flocks and herds to feaft upon, to the honour of Ged. 
[2.] Pharaoh will by no. means grant this: He will allow 
ihe men to go, pretending that was all they defired, though 
this matter was never yet mentioned in any of the former 
treaties ; but for the dts/e ones, he refolves to keep them as 
shoftages, to oblige them to return, ver. 10,11. In a great 
paffion he curfeth and threateneth them, in cafe they offered 
to remove their 47t/e ones, telling them it was at their peril. 
Note, Satan doeth all he can to hinder thofe that ferve God 
themfelves, from bringing their children in to ferve him. He 


is a {worn enemy to early piety, knowing how deftruétive it » 


is to the interefts of his kingdom: Whatever would put us by 
- from engaging our children to the utmoft in God’s fervice, we 
have reafon to fufpeét the hand of Satan in it. [3.] The 
. treaty hereupon breaks off abruptly: They that went gut from 
Pharaoh’e prefence, ver. 6. were now driven out. Thofe 
will quickly hear their doom that cannot bear to hear their 
Auty. See 2 Chron, xxv. 16. Quos Deus defiruet eos de- 
mentat, Never was man fo infatuated to his own ruin as 
Pharaoh was. 


12 4 And the Lord faid unto Mofes, Stretch 
out thine hand over the land of Egypt, for the 
locufts, that they may come up upon the land 
of Egypt, and eat every herb of the land, even 
all that the hail hath left. 13 And Mofes ftretch- 
ed forth kis rod over the land of Egypt, and 
the Lord brought an eaft-wind upon the land 
all that day, and all that night: and when it 
was morning, the eaft-wind brought the locutts. 


of Egypt. 


15 For they covered the face of the 
whole earth, fo that the land was darkened, and 


| they did eat every herb of the land, and all the 


fruit of the trees, which the hail had left: and 
there remained not any green thing in the trees, 
or in the herbs of the field, through all-the land 
164 Then Pharaoh called for Mo- 
fes and Aaron in hafte; And he faid, I have fin- 
ned againft the Lorp your God, and againtt 
you. 17 Now therefore forgive, 1 pray thee, 
my fin only. this once, and mtreat the Lorp 
your God, that he may take away from me this 
death only. 18 And he went out from Pha- 
raoh, and intreated the Lorp. 19 And the 
Lorp turned a mighty ftrong weft-wind, which 
took away the locufts, and caft them into the 
Red-fea: there remained not one locuft m all 
the coafts of Egypt. 20 But the Lorp harden- 


‘ed Pharaoh’s heart, fo that he would not let the 


children of Ifrael go.” 


army, Joel ii. 11. God bid Mofes fretch out his hand, ver. 
12. to beckon them, as it were, for they came at a call; and 
he firetched out bis rod, ver. 13.: Compare chap. ix. 22, 23. 
Mofes afcribes it not to the ftretching out.of Avs own hand, 
but of the rod of God, the inftituted fign of God’s prefence 
with him. ‘The locufts obey the fammons, and fly upon the 
wings of the wind, the eaft-wind, and caterpillars without 
number, as we are told, Pfal. cv. 34, 35. A formidable 
army of horfe and foot might: more eafily have been refifted 
than this hoft of infeéts: Who then is able to ftand before the 
great God? 

Secondly, The defolations they made in it, ver. 15. They 
covered the face of the earth and eat up the fruit of it. The 
eatth was given to the children of men; yet when God plea- 
feth, he can difturb his poffeffion by locufts and caterpillars, and: 
fend them to juftle him out. Herb prows for the fervice of 
man; yet, when God pleafeth, thofe contemptible infeéts hall 
not be fellow-commoners with him, but fhall plunder him, and 
eat the bread out of his mouth. Let our labour be not for 
the habitation and meat which thus lie expofed, but for that 
which endures to eternal @fe, which cannot be thus invaded, 
nor thus corrupted. 

Thirdly, Pharaoh’s fubmiffion hereupon, ver. 16, 17. He 
had driven Mofes and Aaron from him, ver. rr.; telling them 
(it is likely) he would have no more to do with them. But 
now he calls for them again in all hafte, and makes court to 


difdain. Note, The day will come when thofe who fet at 


“nought their counfellors, and defpife all their reproofs, would 


be glad to make an intereft in them, and engage their intercef- 
fions for them. The foolifi virgins court the wife so give 
them of their oil ; and fee Pfal. cxli. 6. a 


the Lord your God, and agaxft you. He now fees his own 
folly in the flights and affronts he had put on God and his 
ambailadors, and feems at leaft to repent of it. Note, When. 


Gog 


Chap. ee 


Here is, Firft, The locufts invafion of the land, God's great - 


them with as much refpeét as before he had difmiffed them with . 


(1.) Pharach confeffeth his fault: J have finned again — 


Se 


Chap. X.> : 


God convinceth men of fin, and’humbleth them for it, their 
contempt of God’s minifters, and the word of the Lord in 
their mouths, will certainly come into the account, and lie 
heavy upon their confciences.. Some think, when Pharaoh 
called God, The Lord your God, he did in effect fay he fhould 
be none of brs God. Many treat with God as a potent ene- 
my, whom they are willing not to be at war with; but care 
not for treating with him as their rightful Prince, whom they 
are walling to return to their allegiance to. ‘True penitents la- 
inent fin as committed again/i God’, even their own God, to 
whom they ftand obliged. ~. 

(2.) He begs pardon, not of God, as penitents ought, but 
of Mofes ; which yet was more excufable in him, becaufe by 
a fpecial commiffion Mofes:was made a god to Pharaoh, and 
whofe foever fins be remitted they were for given: When he 
prays, Forgive his once, he in effect promifeth not to offend 
in like manner any more, yet feems loth to exprefs that pro- 
mife, nor doth he fay any thing particularly of /etiing the peo- 

"ple go. Note, Counterfeit repentance commonly cheats men 
with general promifes, and is ]oth to covenant again(ft particu- 
lar fins. 

(3.) He fets Mofes on work to pray for him: There are 
thofe who in diftrefs implore the help of other people’s prayers, 
but have no mind to pray for themfelves; fhewing thereby 
that they have no true love to God, nor any delight in com- 

’ munion with him. Pharaoh defires their prayers, That this 
death only might be taken away, not this fin: He deprecates 
the plague of locufts ; not the plague of a hard heart, which 
yet was much the more dangerous. 

Fourthly, The removal of the judgment upon the prayer of 
Moles, ver. 18, 19. ‘This was, (1.) As great an inftance of 
the power of God as the judgment itfelf.. An ecf-wind 


brought the locufts, and now a wef-wind carried them off.- 


Note, Whatever point of the compafs the wind is in, itis fid- 
Jilling God’s word,.and turns about by his counfel.. The wend 
blows where it Lifteth, for us, but not where it lifteth for him : 
He diredeth it under the whole heavens. (2.) Tt was as 
great/a proof of the authority of Mofes, .and as firm a ratifica- 
tion of his commifhon and his intereft in that God who both 
makes peace and creates evil, Ifa. xlv.7.- Nay, hereby he 
not only commanded a refpeét, but vecommended himfelf to 
the good affections of the Egyptians, that the judgment came 
in obedience to his fummons, but the removal of it in anfwer 
to his prayers: He never defired che woful day, though he 
threatened it: His commiffion indeed ran againf? Egypt,. but 
his interceflion was for it; which was a ood. reafon why they 
fhould /owe him, though they feared him. (3.) It was alfo 
as {trong an argument for their repentance, as the judgment 
itfelf; for by this it appeared that God is ready to forgive, 
and {wift to thew mercy. If he turn away-a particular judg- 
ment,:as he did often from Pharaoh ; or defer it, as in Ahab’s 
cafe, upon the profeffian of repentance, and the fhews of humi- 
fiation; what will he do if we be fincere, and how welcome 
will true penitents be to him? © that this--goodne/s of God 
might lead us to repentance |. 

Fifthly, Phavach’s return to his: impious refolution again, 
not to let the people.go, (ver. 20;) through the righteous hand 
ot God upon him Aardening his beart, and confirming him in 
his obftinacy. Note, Thofe that have often baffled their con- 
vidtions, and ftood it out againft them, forfeit the bencfit. of 
them, and are juftly given up. to thofe lufts of their own hearts, 
which (how {trong foever their conyitions be) prove too {trong 
for them. 


21 GY And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Stretch 


out thine hand toward heaven, that.there. may- 
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be darknefs over the land of Egypt, even dark- 
nefs which may be felt. 22 And Mofes ftretch- 
ed forth his hand toward heaven: and there 
was a thick darknefs. in all the land of Egypt» 
three days. 23 They faw not one another, nei- 
ther rofe. any from his place for three days: but 
all the children of Ifrael had light in their dwel- 
lings. 24 “{ And Pharaoh called unto Mofes, 
and faid, Go ye, ferve the Lorp ;. only let. your 
flocks and your herds be flayed: let your little 
ones alfo go with you. 25 And Mofes faid, 
Thou muft give us alfo facritices, and burnt-ot- 
ferings, that we-may facrifice unto the Lorp- 
our God. 26 Our cattle alfo fhall go with us; 
there fhall not an- hoof be left behind: for 
thereof muft we take to ferve the Lorp our 
God; and we know not with what we muft. 
ferve the Lorp, until we come thither. 27,4 
But the Lorp hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he~ 
would not let them go. 28 And Pharaoh faide 
unto him, Get thee from me, take heed to thy- 
felf, fee my face no more: for in-rhat day thou. 
feeft my face, thou fhalt die. 29 And->Mofes 
faid, Thou haft fpoken well, I will fee thy face 
again no. more. 

Here is,/Fir/, The plague of darknefs~ brought upon E- - 
gypt: And a moft dreadful plague it was ;..and therefore is* 
put firft of the ten, Pfal..cv. 28. though it. was. one of the laft, . 
and, in the deftrucion of the fpiritual Egypt, is _produced by 
the fifth vial, which is poured. out upon the feat of the beat, 
Rey. xvi. 10. His kingdom was full of darkac/s. Obferve 
particularly coneerning this plague, "SEI 

[1.] That it. was atota/, darknefs..- We-have reafon te- 
think, not only. that the lights ef heaven were clouded, but that 
all their fires and candles were put out-by the damps or.clam- 
my vapours which were the caufe of this darknefs; for it is 
faid, (ver. 23.) They faw not one another. tis threatened 
to the wicked, Job xviii. 5, 6..that.the /parh of bis fire /hadd 
not fbine, (even. the {parks of his own kindling, as they are . 
called, Ifa. 1. 11.) andithat the Aight /hall be dark in his tas - 
bernack. Hells utsrer darkne/s, the light of a canmée /hall. 


Jhine no more at all in thee, Reve xviii. 23., 


[2.] That it was darknefs which. sight be felt, ver. 20% 
Felt in its caufes by their finger-ends, fo.thick.were the fogs ; . 
felt in its effects, (fome think,) by.their: eyes, which were prick- 
ed with pain,.and. made the more fore by their rubbing of 
them. Great pain is fpoken of as. the-effedét of that darknefs, 
Rev. xvi. 10. which alludes to this. , 

[g.] No-doubt it was very frightful and. amazing. The 
cloud of /ocufts which had darkened the Jand, ver. 15. was 
nothing to this.» The tradition of the Jews is, That. in this 
darknefs they were terrified by the apparitions of evil fpirits ; 
or rather, by dreadful founds.and murmurs whieh: they made; 
or (which is no lefs frightful) by the horrors of their own 
conf{ciences ; and this is the plague which fome think is’in- 
tended (for otherwife it isnot mentioned at all there), Pfal.- 
lxxvili. 49. “ Hepoured upon them the frercenefs of bis 
anger, by fending evil angels among them;’ for to. thofe to 
whom the devil has been a deceiver, he will at length be a 


terror. 
[4] I 
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. (4. ] It continued sree days: Six nights (faith,bifhop Hall) 
‘in one ; fo long they. were imprifoned by thofe chains of dark- 
mefs, and the moft lightfome palaces were perfeét dungeons. 


No man rofe from his place, ver. 23. They were all confi- 


ned to their houfes ; and fuch a terror feized them, that few 
of them had the courage to go from the chair to. the bed, or 
from the bed to the chair. Thus were. they //ent in darkne/t, 
1 Sam. ii. 9. Now Pharaoh had time to confider, if he would 
have improved it. Spiritual darknefs is fpiritual bondage ; 
while Satan b/nds mens eyes that they fee not, he d:nds their 


hands and feet that they work not for God, nor move towards 


heaven. hey fit in darkne/s. 


[5.] It was a righteous thing with God thus to punifh 


them. -Pharaoh and his people had rebe//ed againft the light 
of God’s.word which Mofes fpake to them ; jultly therefore 
are they punifhed: with darkne/s, for they loved and chofe it 


rather. The blindnefs of their minds brings upon them this ' 


darknefs of their air: Never was mind fo blinded as Pharaoh’s, 
never was air fo darkened as Egypt’s. The Egyptians by their 
cruelty would have extinguifhed the lamp of Ifrael, and quench- 
ed their coal; juitly therefore doth God put out their lights : 
Compare it with the punifhment of the Sodomites, Gen. xix. 
x1. Let us dread the confequences of fin; if three days dark~ 
nefs was fo dreadful, what will everlafting darknefs be? 

[6.] The children of Ifrael, at the fame time, had /ight in 
their dwellings, ver. 23.3 not only in the land of Gofhen, 
where moft of them inhabited ; but in the particular dwellings 
which in other places the Ifraelites had difperfed among the 
Egyptians ; as it appears they ‘had, by the diftinction afterwards 
-appointed to be put on their door-po/ls.. This is an inftance, 
(1.) Of the power of God, above the ordinary power of 
nature. . We mult not think it is of courfe that we fhare in 
common mercies, and therefore no thanks to God for them; 
he could diftinguith and with-hold that from us which he grants 
to others. . He doth indeed ordinarily make his /um to /bine 


6n the juft and the unjuf; but he could make a difference, | 


and we muft own ourfelves indebted to his mercy that he doth 
not. (2.) Of the particular favour he bears to his people: 
They walk en the light, when others wander endlefsly in thick 
darknefs. Wherever there is an Ifraelite indeed, though in 
this dark world, there is Aght, there is a child of ight, one for 
whom fight 1s fown,, and whom the Day-/pring from on 
high vifits. When God made this difference between the If 
raelites and the Egyptians, who would not have preferred the 
pooreft cottage of an Ifraelite before the fineft palace of an E- 
gyptian? There is {till a real difference, though not fo difcern- 
able a one, between the houfe of the wicked, which is under a 
.curfe, and the habitation ofthe juft which is b/efed, Prov. iii. 
33. We fhould believe that difference, and govern ourfelves 
by it. Upon Pfal. cv. 28. He fent darkne/s and made it 
dark, and they rebelled not againfi bis word, {ome ground a 
conjecture, that during thefe three days of darknefs, the Ifrael- 
ites were cireumei/ed, in order to their celebrating of the paf- 
fover, which was now approaching ; and that that was the 
word againfi which they rebe/led nor; for their citcumcifion, 
when they entered Canaan, is fpoken of as a /econd general 
circumcifion, Jofh. v.. 2. However, during thefe three days 
of darknefs to the Egyptians, if God had fo pleafed, the Ifrael- 
ites, by the light which they had, might have made their e- 
{cape, and have afked Pharaoh no leave ; but God would bring 
them out with a bigh hand, and) not by ftealth or in hafte, 
Ha. lit. 12. , 

Secondiy, Here is the impreflion made upon Pharaoh by 
this plague, much like that of the foregoing plagues. 

1. It awakened him fo far, that he renewed the treaty with 
Mofes and Aaron; and now at length confented that they 


fhould take their little ones with them, only would have their 
cattle left in pawn, ver. 24. -It ‘is common+for finners thus to 
dodge with God Almighty: Some fins they will leave, but 
not all; they will leave their fins for a time, but they will not 
bid them-a final farewell; they will allow him fome fhare in 


their hearts, but the world and the flefh mutt fhare with him; 


Thus they mock God; but they deceive themfelves. Mofes 
refolves riot to abate in his terms: Our cattle /ball go with 
us, ver. 26. Note, The terms of reconciliation are fo fixed, 


that though men difpnte them ever fo long, they cannot poflibly 


alter them, nor bring them lower: We-muft come up to the 
demands of God’s will; for we cannot expect he fhould con- 
defcend to the provifos of our lufts: God’s meflengers muft 


always be bound up by that rule, Jer. xv. 19. Lez them rea 


turn unto ibee, but return not thou unto them. Mbofes gives 
a very good reafon why they muft take their cattle with them; 
they muft go to do facrifice, and therefore they muft take 
wherewithal. What numbers and kinds of facrifices would be 
required, they did not yet know; and therefore they muft take 
all they had. Note, With ourfelves and our children we muft 
devote all our worldly poffeflions to the fervice of God, be- 
caufe we know not what ufe God will make of what we have, 
nor in what way we may be called upon to honour God 
with it. é 

2. Yet it exafperated him fo far, that when he might not 
make his own terms, he broke off the conference abruptly, and 
took up a refolution to treat no more: Writh now came ups 
on bim to the uttermo/i, and he became boundlefsly outrageous 
ver. 28. Mofes is difmiffed in anger, forbidden the court up- 
on pain of death, or fo much as to meet Pharaoh any more, 
as he had been ufed to do, by the river’s fide: In that day 
thou fee? my face, thou fbalt die. Prodigious madnefs! Had 


‘not he found that Mofes could plague him without feeing his 


face? Or, had he forgot how often he has fent for him as his 
phyfician to heal him, and eafe him of his plagues; and muft 
he now be bid to come near him no more? Impotent malice ! 
to threaten him with death, who was armed with fuch a pows 
er, and at whofe mercy he had fo often lain himfelf! What 


will not bardne/s of heart and contempt of God’s word and / 


commandment bring. men to? 

Mofes takes him at his word, ver. 29. J will fee thy face 
no more, viz. after this time: For this conference did not 
break off till chap. xi. 8. when Mofes went out zm a great 
anger, and told Pharaoh how foon he would change his mind, 
and his proud {tomach would come down 3, which was fulfilled, 
chap. xil. 31. when, Pharaoh became an humble fupplicant to 
Mofes to depart. So that after this interview, Mofes came 
no more till he was fent for. Note, When men drive God’s 
word from them, he juftly chufeth their delufions, and ans 
fwers them according to the multitude of their tdols: When 
the Gadarenes defired Chrift to depart, he left them pre- 
fently. . / - 


Ob Ay Ped 7 : 

Pharach had bid Mofes get out of his prefence, chap. x. 28. 
and Mofes had promifed this foould be the laf time he would 
trouble him ; yet he refolves to fay out what he had to fay, 
before he left him: Accordingly we have in this chapter, 1. 
The inftructions God had given to Mofes, which he was now 
to purfue, ver. 1, 2.3 together with the intereft Lfrael and 
Mofes had in the efteem of the Egyptians, ver. 3. iI. The 
laft meffage Mofes delivered to Pharaoh concerning the death 
of the firfi-born, ver. 4,—8. ill. 4 repetition of the predic= 
tion of Pharaoh’s hardening his heart, ver. 9.; and the event 
anfwering it, Ver. 10. 


ee AND 
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ND the Loro faid unto Mofes, Yet will I 
bring one plague more upon Pharaoh, and 
‘upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go 
hence: when he fhall let you go, he fhall furely 
thruft you out hence altogether. 2 Speak now 
in the*earsof the people, and let every man 
borrow of his neighbour, and every woman. of 
her neighbour, jewels of filver, and jewels of gold. 
3 And the Lorn gave the people favour in the 
fight of the Egyptians. Moreover, the man 
Mofes was very great in the land of Egypt, in 
the fight’ of Pharaoh’s fervants, and in the fight 


of the people. 


“Here is, Fir/?, The mighty favour Mofes and Ifrael were 
in with God. 

[1.] Mofes was a favourite of heaven; for God will nae 
hide from him the thing be will dos God not only makes 
him his meffenger to deliver his errands; but as the man of 
his counfel, communicates his purpofe to him, that he would 
bring one plague more, and but one, upon Pharaoh; and by 
that would complete the deliverance of Ifrael, ver. 1. Mofes 
longed to fee an end of this dreadful work ; to fee Egypt no 
more plagued, and Ifrael no more oppreffed : Well, faith God, 
now it is near an end; the warfare fhall fhortly be pe a 
ed, the point gained ; Pharaoh fhall be forced to own himfelf 
conquered and to give up the caufe. After all the reft of the 
plagues, God faith I will briag cne more: ‘Thus; after all the 
judgments executed upon finners in this world, Mull there is 
one more referved to be brought on them in the other world, 
which will completely humble thofe whom nothing elfe would 
humble. 

[z.]. The Ifraelites were favourites of heaven; for God 
himfelf efpoufeth their injured caufe, and takes care to fee them 
paid for all their pains in ferving the Egyptians. ‘This was 
the laft day of their fervitude, when they were to go away: 
And their mafters who had abufed them in their work would 
now have defrauded them of their wages, and have fent them 
away empty; and the poor Ifraelites were fo fond of liberty, 
that they themfelves would be fatisfied with that without pay, 
and glad to get out upon any terms: but he that exceuted righ- 
éeou/ne/s and judgment for the oppreffed, provided that the la- 
bourers fhould not lofe their hire, ordered them to demand-it 
now at their departure, (ver. 1.) im sewels of filver and jew- 
els of gold; to prepare for which, God, by the plagues, had 
now made the Egyptians as willing to part with them wpfon 
any terms, as before the Egyptians by their feverities had made 
them willing to go upon any terms. Though the patient If 
raelites were content to lofe their wages, yet God would not 
let them go without it. Note, One way or other God will 
right the injured, that in an humble filence commit their caufe 
to him ; and will fee to it, that none be Jofers at latt by their 
cf patient fuffering, no more than by their fervices. 

Secondly, The mighty favour Mofes and Hrael v were in with 
the Peyptians, ver.-3. 

(1.) Even the people that had been hated and defpifed, now 
came to be refpeéted ; the wonders wrought on their behalf, 
put an honour upon them, and made them confiderable. ee 
very great do they look for whom God fights! ‘Thus: she 
Lord gave them favour in the fight of the Eyyptians, by ma- 
King it appear how much he favoured them: He alfo changed 


the fpirit of the Egyptians towards them, and made them to 


be ond af their oppreper JS, Pfal, cvi. 46. 
ox. I. 


% 0,1 30s: 


- and all the firft-born -of beafts. 
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(2.) The man Mofes was very great: How could it be o- 
therwife, when they faw what power he was clothed with, and 
what wonders were wrought by his hand? ‘Thus the apottles, 
though otherwife defpicable men, came to be magnified, Acts 
v. 13. Thofe that honour God, he will honour; aad thofe 
that approve themfelyes faithful to him, how meanly foever they 
may pafs through this world, there is a day coming when they 
will /ook great, very great, in the eyes of all the world, even 
theirs who now look upon them with the utmo({t contempt. 
Obferve, Though Pharaoh hated Mofes, there were thofe of 
Pharaoh’s fervants that refpected him. Thus in Ceefar’s houfe- 
hold even Nero’s, there were fome that had an efteem for 
bleffed Paul, Phil. i. 13. 


4 And Mofes faid, Thus faith the Lorn, A- 
bout midnight will I go out into the midft of E- 
gypt. 5 And all the firft-born in the land of 
Egypt thall die, from the firft-born of Pharaoh 
that fitteth upon his throne, even unto the firft-. 
born of the maid-fervant that zs behind the mill; 
6 And there 
fhall be a great cry throughout all the land of 
Egypt, fuch as there was none like it, nor fhall 
be like it any more. 7 But againft any of the 
children of Ifrael fhall not adog move his tongue 
again{t’ man or beaft: that ye may know how 
that the Lorp doth put a difference between 
the Egyptians and Ifrael. 8 And all thefe thy 
fervants fhall come down unto me, and bow 
down themfelves unto me, faying,Get thee out, 
and all the people that follow thee ; ; and after 
that I will go out: and he went out from Pha- 
raoh ina great anger. g And the Lorn faid 
unto Mofes, Pharaoh fhall not hearken unto 
you; that my wonders may be multiplied in 
the land of Egypt. 10 And Mofes and Aaron 
did all thefe wonders before Pharaoh: and the 
Lorp hardened Pharaoh’s heart, fo that he 
would not let the children of Ifrael go out of 


his Jand. 


Warning is here given to Pharaoh of the laft and conquer- 
ing plague, which was now to be infli€ted ; which was, the 
death of all the firft-born in Beye! at once. ‘This had been 
firft threatened, Exod. iv. 23. L will flay thy' fon, even thy 


Jirf-born ; but is att exioniad: and leffer judgments tried, 


which, if they had done the work, would have prevented this. 
See Fae flow God is to wrath ; and how willing to be met in 
the way of his judgments, and to have his anger turned away 5 
and particularly how precious the /ives eligi are in his eyes: 
If the death of their cattle would haye humbled and reformed 
them, their children had been fpared ; but if men will not im- 
prove the gradual advances of Divine judgments, they muft 

thank themfelves if they find in the iffue, that the worlt was, 

referved for the latt. bh eal 
Firft, The plague itfelf is here particularly foretold, ver. 4, 
The time is fixed: bout midnight. “The very next 
midnight, the dead time of the night, when they were all a: 
fleep, all their firft-born fhould fleep the fleep of death ; not fi- 

lently and infenfibly, fo as not to be difcovered till morning ; 
but fo as to roufe the families az midnight, tos ftand by and fee 
Kk them 
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them die. The extent of this plague is defcribed, ver. 5. The 
prince that was to fucceed in the ¢4;one was not too high to 
be reached by it, nor the flaves at the 7// too low to be taken 
notice of. Mofes and Aaron were not ordered to fummon 
this plague; no, J will go out, faith God, ver. 4. Itis a fear- 
ful thing to fall into the hands of the living God; what is 
hell but that ? 

Secondly, The {pecial proteftion which the children of If 
rael fhould be under, and the manife{t difference that fhould 
be put between them and the Egyptians : While angels drew 
their {words againit the Egyptians, there fhould not fo much 
as.a dog berkat any of the children of Ifrael, ver. 7. An ear- 
ne{t was hereby given of the difference which fhall be put in 
the great day between God’s people and. his enemies: Did 
men é£now what a difference God puts, and will put to eter- 
nity, between thofe that ferve him, and thofe that ferve him 
not, religion would not feem to them fuch an indifferent thing 
as they make it, nor would they ad in it with fo much zndif- 
Jerency as they do. 

Thirdly, Vhe humble fubmifiion which Pharaoh’s fervants 
fhould make to Mofes, and how they fhould fpeak him fair to 
be gone, ver. 8. They foall come down, and bow themfelves.. 
Note, The proud enemies of God and his Ifrael fhall be made 
ta truckle at laft, Rev. iii. 9.3 and fhall be found hars to them, 
Deut. xxxiit. 29. When Mofes had thus delivered his mef- 
fage, it is faid he went out from Pharaoh 7” a great .anger, 


theugh he was the meekeft of all the men of the earth. Pro- | 


bably he expected, that the very ¢hreatening of the death of 
the jir/-born fhould have wrought upon Pharaoh to comply, 
efpecially he having complied fo far already, “and having feen 
how exaétly all Motes’ predigtions hitherto were fulfilled. But 

~ it had not that effect; his proud heart would not yield ; no, 
not to fave all the firf?-born of his kingdom. No marvel that 
men are not deterred from vicious courfes, by the profpects gi- 
ven them of eternal miftry in the other world, when the im- 
minent peril they run of the fofs of all that is dear to them in 
this world. will not frighten them. Mofes hereupon was pro- 
voked toa holy indignation, being grieved, as our Saviour afs 
terwards, for the bardnefs of his heart, Mark iiis 5. Note, 
Jt is a great vexation to the fpirits of good minifters, to fee 
people deaf to all the fair warnings given them, and running 
headlong upon ruin, notwithftanding all the kind methods ta- 
ken to prevent it: ‘Phus Ezekiel went in the bitrernefs of bis 
Spirit, Ezek, i. 14. becaufe God had teld hina that the bou/e 
of tfrael would. not-hearken’ to him, ver. 7. ‘Thus to be an- 
gry at nothing but fin, is the way not to fin in anger. * 

Mofes, upoa occafion of the mention of the difturbance: 
Pharaoh’s ob{tinacy gave him, (1.) Refleéts upon the previous 
notice God had given him of this, ver.9. The Lord had faid 

_ unto Mofer, Pharaoh fhall not hearken unio you. The {crip- 

“ture has foretold the incredulity of thofe who. fhould hear the 
gofpel, that it might not be a furprife or ftumbling-block to usy, 
John xit. 37, 38. Rom. x. 16. Let us think neverthe worfe 
of the gofpel of Chrift, for the flights men generally put upon 
it; for we are told before what cold entertainment it would. 
mect with. (2.) He recapitulates all he had faid before to 
this purpofe, ver. 10, That Mofes did al/ thefe wonders, as 
they are here related, before Pharaoh ; he himfelf was an eye- 
witnefs of them ; and yet he could not prevail; which was a 
certain fign, that God himfelf had in a way of righteous judg- 
ment hardened /ys heart. Thus the Jews rejection of the 
gofpel of Chrift was fo -grofs an abfurdity, that it might eafily 
be inferred from it, that God bad given them the /pirit of 
flamber, Reom. xi. 8. 


CHA Be: XI. 
Lis chapter gives-an account of one of the mo memorable 
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Chap. XI 


ordinances, and one of the moft memorable providences, of 
all that. are recorded in the Old Teffament. I. None of. 
all the ordinances of the Fewi/b church were more eminent 
than that of the paffover, nor any more frequently ‘men-- 
tioned in the New Teflament ; and we bave here an ac- 
count of the infiitution of tt. The ordinance conffted of 
three parts: (1.) The killing and eating of the pafchal 
lamb, ver. 1,—6, 8,—11. (2.) The fprinking of the 
blood upon the door-pofts, [poken of as a diftind thing, Heb. . 
xi. 28. and peculiar to the firft paffover, ver. 7.3 with ibe - 
reafin for tt, ver. 1I,—13. (3-) The feaft of unleavened’ 
bread for feven days after: This points rather at what - 
was to be done after in the obfervance of this ordinance, . 
ver. 145—-20, This inflitution 1s communicated to the peo- - 
ple, and they inftrudted in the obfervance, ist, Of this firft: 
pafover, ver. 21,—23.3 2dly, Of the after paffovers, ver. . 
24,—27.: And the Ifraelites obedience to thefe orders, | 
ver. 28. IL. Nowe of all the providences of God concern- 
ing the Fewifh church was more illuftrious, nor more free - 
quently mentioned, .than the deliverance of the children of - 
Lfraek out of Exypt. (1.) The firfi-born of the Egyptians . 
are flain, ver. 29, 30. (2.) Orders are given immediately 
for their difcharge, ver. 31,—33- (3-) They begin ther 
march, if, Loaded with their own effects, ver. 34. 2dly, . 


Enriched with the fpoils of Egypt, ver. 35, 36. a3dly,- 
Attended with a mixed multitude, ver. 37, 38. 4thly, 
Put to their /hifts for present fupply, ver. 39- This event 


is dated, ver. 40,—42.. Latltly, @ recapitulation in the. 
clofe, (1.) Of this memorable ordinance, with fome addi- 
t10M$, Ver. 43,—49.. (2.) Of this memorable providence, 
ver. 5Q, CI. 


: ND the Loxp fpake unto Mofes and Aaron : 


, in the land of Egypt, faying, 2 This month 
all be unto you the beginning of months: it 


- /ball be the firft month of the year to you. 3 4 
Speak, ye unto all the congregation of Ifrael, 


faying, In the tenth day of this month they fhall 


.take to them every man a lamb, according to 
_ the houfe of their fathers, a lamb for an houfe. . 
“4 And if the houfehold be too little for the lamb, 
} let hinyand his neighbour next unto his houle, 


take i¢ according to the number of the fouls; 


| every man: according to his eating, fhall make. 
your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb hall. 
be without blemifh, a male of the firft year: ye. 
*fhall take zt out from the fheep or from the 
;" Oats... 


6 And ye {hall keep it up until the 
fourteenth day of the fame month: and the 


whole affembly ofthe congregation of Ifrael 
“fhall kill it in the evening. 7 And they. thall. 
take of the blood,,and ftrike iz on the two fide- 
_ pofts, and on.the upper door-potft of the houfes, 


wherein they fhall eat it. 8 And they fhali eat 
the flefh.in that. night; roft with fire and un-, 


leavened bread, and with bitter herds they fhall 
Cat ‘ib, 


g Eat not of it raw, nor fodden at all. 
with water, but roft with fire: his head with his: . 
legs, and with the purtenance thereof. z0 And. 


ye fhall let nothing of it remain until the morn- 
Ing: and that which remaineth of it until the 


. morning,. 
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morning, ye fhall burn with fire. 11 Y-And thus 
fhall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your 
fhoes on your feet, and your ftaff in your hand: 
-and ye fhall eat it in hafte; it zs the Lorp’s 
paffover. 12 For I will pafs through the land 
‘of Egypt this night, and will {mite all the firft- 
born if the land of Egypt, both man and beaft: 
and againft all the gods of Egypt [ will execute 


judgment ; Lamthe Lorn. 13 And the blood | 


fhall be to you for a token upon the houfes 
where you are: and when I fee the blood, I will 
‘“pafs over you, and the plague {hall not be upon 
you to deftroy you, when I fmite the land of E- 
gypt. 14 And this day fhall be unto you for a 
miemorial; and you fhall keep it a feaft to the 
Lorp, throughout your generations: you fhall 


Keep it a feaft by an ordinance for ever. 15 Se-. 


ven days fhall ye eat unleavened bread, even 
the firft day ye fhall put away leaven out of 
your houfes: for whofoever eateth leavened 
bread, from the firft day until the feventh day, 
_ that foul fhall be cut off from Ifrael. 16 And 
in the firft day there /hall be an holy convova- 


tion, and in the feventh day there fhall be an | 


holy convocation to you: no manner of work 
fhall be done in them, fave shat which every 
man muft eat, that only may be done of you. 
17 And ye fhall obferve the fea/t of unleavened 
bread ; for in this felf-fame day have I brought 
ygur armies out of the land of Egypt: there- 
fore fhall’ ye obferve this day in your genera- 
tions, by an ordinance for ever. 18 4 In the 
firft month, on the fourteenth day of the month 
at even, ye fhall eat unleavened bread, until the 
one and twentieth day of the month at even. 
19 Seven days fhall there be no leaven found 
in your houfes: for whofoever eateth that which 
is leavened, even that foul fhall be cut off from 
the congregation of Ifrael, whether he be a ftran- 
ger or born in the Jand. 20 Ye fhall eat no- 
thing leavened: in all your habitations fhall ye 
eat unleavened bread. 

Mofes and Aaron here receive of the Lord, what they 


were afterwards to de/iver to the people, concerning the ordi- 
nance of the paffover; to which is prefixed an order for a new 


file to be obferved in their months, ver. 1, 2. Fors /hall be | 


to you the beginning of months.. They had hitherto begun 
their year from the middle of September ; bat henceforward 
they were to begin it from the middle of March, at leaft in 
ali their ecclefiaftical:computations. It is good to begin the 
day, and begin the year, efpecially to begin our lives, with 
God. This new calculation began the year with the {pring 
which reneweth the face of the earth, and was ufed as a fi- 
gure of the coming of Chrift, Cant. ii. 11, 52. 

_ We fnay firppofe, that while Mofes was bringing the ten 
plagues upon the Egyptians; he was directing the Mraelites to 


- By MO Dy eS: 


| after they came out of Egypt, ver. 14,—~20. 
} ment is inculcated for their better dire@tion, and that they 
| might not’ miftake concerning it; and to awaken them, whe 
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prepare for their departure at an hour’s warning. Probably he 
had by degrees brought them near together from their difper- 
fions, for they are here called the congregation of L/rael, ver. 
3.3 and to them as a congregation orders are here fent. It 
is eafy to imagine what a gaze they were all at, what a hurry 
they were all in; yet now they mutt apply themfelves to the 
obfervance of a facred rite, to the honour of God. Note; 
When our heads are fulleft of care, and our hands of bufinefs ; 
yet we mult not forget our religion, nor fuffer ourfelves to be 
indifpofed for aéts of devotion. iss 

Firft, God appointed, that on the night wherein they were 
to go out of Egypt, they fhould, in each of their families, é:// 
a lamb; or two or three families, if they were fmall thould 
join for a lamb, ‘The lamb was to be got ready four days 
before, and that afternoon they fhould é:// rt, (ver. 6.) as a 
facrifice; not {tridtly, for it was not offered upon the altar ; 
but as a religious ceremony, acknowledging God’s. goodnefs 
to them, not only in preferving them from, but in delivering 
them dy, the plagues inflicted on the Egyptians. See the an- 
tiquity of family-religion ; and fee the convenience of the join- 
ing of {mall families together for religious worthip, that it may 
be. made the more folemn. ; 

Secondly, The lamb /o flain they were to eat, roafted, (we 
may fuppofe,‘ in its feyveral quarters,) with unleavened bread | 
and bitter herbs, becaufe they were to eat it in hafte, ver. 17.3 
and to leave none of it until the morning; for Gad would 
have them to depend upon him for their daily bread, and not 
to take thought for the morrow. He that ded them, would 
Seed them. 

Thirdly, Before they eat the flefh of the lamb, they were 
to Jprinkle the blocd upon the door-pofts, ver. 7. ; by which 
their houfes were to be diltinguifhed from the, houfes of the 
Egyptians, and fo their firft-born fecured from the fword of 
the deftroying angel, ver. 12, 13. Dreadful work was to be 
made this night in Egypt: All the firft-born both of man and 


_ beaft were to be flain, and judgment executed upon the gods of 


Egypt; which though Mofes does not mention the fulfilling of 
in this chapter, yet he fpeaks of it, Numb. xxxiii. 4. tis 
very probable, the idols which the Egyptians worfhipped were 
defaced, thofe of metal melted, thofe of wood. confumed, and 
thofe of {tone broke to pieces; whence Jethro infers, Exod. 


xviti. uf. The Lord is greater than all gods. The fame an- 


gel that deftroyed their firft-born, demolifhed their idols, which 
were no lefs dear to them. For the protection of Ifrael from 
this plague, they were ordered to fprinkle the blood of the lamb 
upon the door-pofts ; their doing of which would be accepted, 
as an inftance of their faith in the divine warnings, and their. 
obedience to the divine precepts. Note, 1. In times of cala- 
mity, God will fecure his own people, and /2¢ @ mark upon 
them: They /hall be bid either in heaven or under heaven ; 
preferved either from the f{troke of judgments, or at leaft from 
the {ting of them. 2. The blood uf forinkling is the faints fe- 
curity in times of common calamity: ‘That is it that marks 
them for God, pacifies confcience, and gives them boldnefs of 
accefs to the throne of grace; and fo becomes a wall of pro- 
tection round them, and a wall of partition between them and 
the children of this world. 

Fourthly, ‘This was to be annually obferved as a feaft of the 
Lord in their generations, to which the fea/f of un/eavened 


| bread was annexed; during which, for feven days, they were 
| to eat no bread but what was wa/eavened, in remembrance of 


their being confined to fuch bread of neceffity for many days 
The appoint- 


perhaps in Egypt were grown generally very ftupid and care- 
Kk 2 lefs 
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lefs in the matters of religion, to a diligent obfervance of the 
inftitution. ' 

Now without doubt there was much of gofpel in this ordi- 
nance: Jt is often referred to in the New Teftament; and to 
us itisin the go/pel preached, and not to them only, who 
could not fedfuftly look to the end of thefe things, Heb. iv. 2. 
2 Corsi. 73. 

[1.] The pafchal lamb was typical. Chriftis our Pa/fo- 
ver, 1 Cor. v. 7. (1.) It was to be a dam; and Chrift is 
the Lamb of God, John i. 29.3 often in the Revelation call- 
ed the Lamb, meek and innocent as a lamb, dumb before the 
fhearer, before the butchers. (2.) It was to be a ma/e of the 
Jich year, ver. §. in its prime: Chrift offered up himfelf in the 
mid{t of his days, not in infancy, with the babes of Bethlehem. 
It notes the ftrength and fufficiency of the Lord Jefus, on 
whom our help was laid. (3.) It was to be without blemi/h, 
ver. 5.3; noting the purity of the Lord Jefus, a Lamb without 
foot, 1 Pet.i. 19. The judge that condemned him (as if 
his trials were only like the {cratiny that was made concerning 
‘the facrifices, whether they were without blemifh or no) pro- 
nounced him zamocent. (4.) It was to be fet apart four days 
before, ver. 3, 6.3 noting the defignation of the Lord Jefus 
to be a Saviour, both in the purpofe and in the promife. It 
is very obfervable, that as Chrift was crucified at the paflover, 
fo he folemnly entered into Jerufalem four days before, the 
very day that the pafchal lamb was fet apart. 
be flain and roafted with fire, ver. 6, &, 9.3 noting the ex- 
guifite fufferings of the Lord Jefus, even unto death, the death 
of the crofs. ‘The wrath of God is as fire, and Chrift was 
made a curfe for us. (6.) It was to be killed by the whole 
congregation between the two evenings, z. e. between three 
o’clock and fix. Chrift fuffered in the /ater end-of the world, 
Heb. ix. 26.; by the hand of the Jews, the whole multitude 
of them, Luke xxii. 18.; and for the good of all his fpiritual 
Ifracl.  (7.) Not @ bone of tt muft be broken, ver. 46.3 
which is exprefsly faid to be fulfilled in Chrift, John xix. 33, 
36. noting the unbroken ftrength of the Lord Jefus. 

[2.] The fprinkling of the blood was typical. (1.) It 
was not enough that the blood of the lamb was /bed, but it 
mult be /prink/ed; noting the application of the merits of 
Chrift’s death to our fouls; we mutt receive the atonement, 
Rom, v. rt. (2.) It was to be fprinkled with a bunch of 
hyffop,. (ver. 22.) dipt in the bafon, "The everlafting cove- 
nant, like the bafon, is the confervatory of this blood ; the 
benefits and privileges purchafed. by it afe laid up for us there: 
Faith is the dunch of hy/fop, by which we apply the promifes. 
to ourfelves, and the benefits of the blood of Chrift laid up in 
them. (30) It was to be fprinkled upon the dyor-po//s; no- 
ting the open profeflion we are to make of faith in Chrift, and 
obedience to him, as thofe that are not afhamed to own our 
dependance upon him. © The mark of the beaft may be recei- 
ved in the forehead, or.in the reght-hand; but the feal of the 

‘Lamb is always. in the forehead, Rev. vii. 3. ‘Phere is a 
back-way to hell, but no back-way to heaven; no, that is an 
high-way, Ma. xxxv. 8, (4.) It was to be fprinkled upon 


the /inte/ and the jde-poffs, but not upon the threfhold, ver. | 


7.3; which cautions us to take heed. of trampling under foot 
the blood of the covenant, Hebi x. 29. It is: precious blood, 
and miuft be precious to ws. (5.) The blood thus fprinkled 
was a means of the prefervation of the Hraelites from the de- 


ftroying angel, who had nothing to do there where the blood - 


was. If the blood of Chrift be fprinkled upon our confciences, 
it will be our protection from the wrath of God, the curfe of 
the law, and the damnation of hell, Rom. viii. 1. 

[3.] The folemn eating of the lamb was typical of our gof- 
pel-duty to Chrift, (1.) The pafchal lamb was killed, not to 


Eo® Oe D?e- Un Sa 


(5.) It was to | 


done for us.. - 


21 F Then Motes called for all the elders of © 


Chap. XL 


be looked upon only, but to be fed upon: fo we muft by faith: 
make Chrift owrs, as we do that which we eat ; and we mult. 
receive fpiritual ftrength and nourifhment from him, as from 
our food; and have delight and fatisfa@tion in him, as we have 
in eating and drinking when we are hungry or thirfty: See’ 
John vi. 53, 54. (2-) It was to be a// eaten: Thofe that. 


by faith feed upon Chrift, muft. feed upon a whole Chriff;.— 


they muft take Chrift.and his yoke, Chrift and his crofs, as 
well as Chrift and his crown. Ls Chrift divided? "Thofe that 
gather much of Chrilt, will have nothing over, (3.) lt was 
to be eaten prefent/y, not deferred till morning, ver. 10. To- 
day Chrift is offered, and is to be accepted while ig is called 
to-day, before we fleep the fleep of death. (4.) It was to be 
eaten with bitter herbs, ver. 8. in remembrance of the bitter- 
nefs of their bondage in Egypt: We mult feed upon Chrift 
with forrow and brokennefs of heart, in remembrance of fin 3. 
this will give an admirable relifh to the pafchal lamb; Chrilt 
will be {weet to us if fin“be bitter. (5.) it was to be eaten in- 
a departing pofture, ver. ir. When we feed upon Chrift by 
faith, we muit abfolutely forfake the rule and dominion of fin ;- 
fhake off Pharaoh’s yoke: And we mutt fit loofe to the world, 
and every thing in it; forfake all for Chrift, and reckon it no. 
bad bargain, Heb. xiii. 13, 14. 
* [4] The featt of unleavencd bread was typical of the. 
Chriftian life, 1 Cor. v. 7, 8. 
the Lord, (1.) We mult keep a fea/f, in holy joy, continually 


. delighting ourfelves in Chrift Jefus: No manner of work muft 


be done, (ver. 16.) no care admitted and indulged inconfilt-- 
ent with, or prejudicial to, this holy joy. If true believers. 
have not a continual feaft, it is.their own fault. (2.) It mult. 
be a fealt of unleavened bread; kept in charity, without the 
leaven of malice; and ip fincerity, without the leaven of hy- 
pocrify. 
Jews were fo in their ufages, that no /eaven fhould be found 
in their boufes, ver. 19. All the old jeaven of fig mult be put 
far from us with the utmoft caution and abhorrence, if we 


would keep the feat of a holy life to the honour of Chrift.. _ 
As long: 


(3.) It was to be an ordinance for ever, ver. 17. 


Having received Chrift Jefus. — 


The law was very {triét-as to the paffover, and the ” 


as we live, we muft continue feeding upon Chrift, and rejoicing. 


in him always with thankful mention of the 


great things he has: . 


Ifrael, and faid unto them, Draw out and take © 


you a lamb, according to your families, and kill 
the paflover. 


bafon, and ftrike the lintel, and the two fide-: 
pofts, with the blood that zs in the bafon:; and: 
none of you fhall go out at the door of his’ 
houfe until the morning. 
will pafs through to {mite the Egyptians, and. 
when he feeth the blood upon the lintel, and. 


on the two fide-pofts, the Lorp will pafs over. 


the door, and wilt not fuffer the deftroyer to 
come in unto your houfes to fmite you. 24 And. 
ye thall obferve this thing for an ordinance to 
thee, and to thy fons for ever. 2 5 And it fhall 
come to pafs when ye be come to the land, 
which the Lorn will give you, according as he 
hath promifed, that ye fhall keep this fervice. 


20 And it fhall come to pafs; when your chil- © 


22 And ye fhall take a bunch.’ 
of hyffop, and dip it in the blood that 7s in the 


23. For the Lorn. 


dr ene. 


5 Chap. XI. 
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dren hall fay unto you, What mean you by 


this fervice?, 27 That ye fhall fay, It i: the fa- 


crifice.of the Lorn’s paflover,. who pafied over 
the houfes of the children of Ifraelin Egypt, 


when he {mote the Egyptians, and delivered: 


our houfes. And the people bowed the head 
and worfhipped.. 28 And the children of I- 
rael went away, and did as the Lorp had com- 
manded Mofes and Aaron, fo did they. 


Firft, Mofes is here, as a faithful fteward in God’s houfe, 
teaching the children of Ifrael to vbferve all things which God 
had commanded him; and no doubt he gave the inftruétions as 
largely as he received them, though they be not fo largely re- 
corded. Itis here added, (1.) That this night, when the 
firit-born were to be deftroyed, no Hraclite mult fig out of 
doors, until morning, 1. e. till towards morning, when they 
would be called for to march out of Egypt, ver. 22. Not 
but that the deftroying angel could have known an Ifraelite. 
from an Egyptian in the ftreet: But God would intimate to 
them, that their fafety was owing to the blood of fprinkling ; 
if they put themfelves from under the protection of that, it was 
at their peril: Alfo, that thofe whom God hath marked for 
himfelf muft not mingle themfelves with evil-doers; fee Ifa. 
xvi. 22, 21. They mult not go out of doors, left they 
fhould ftragele, and be to feek when they fhould be fummoned 
to depart: They muft {tay within, to wait for the falvation 
of the Lord; and it ts good to do fo. (2.) That hereafter 


- they fhould carefully teach their children. the meaning of this 


fervice, ver. 26, 27. bferve, 

{2-] The queftion which the ehi/dren fhould afk concern- 
ing this folemnity, which they would foon take notice of in 
the family: What mean you by this fervice 2? What is the 
meaning of all this care and exactnefs about eating this lamb 
and this unleayened bread, more than about common: food? 
Why fuch a difference between. this meal and other meals? 
‘Note, (1.) It is a good thing to fee children inquifitive about 
the things of God; it isto be hoped‘they will find the way 
that are careful to e/€ cz: Chrift himfelf, when a child, beard 
and afked quefiians, Luke ii..46: (2) It concerns us all 
rightly to underftand the meaning of thofe holy ordinances 
wherein we worfhip God; what is the nature and what the 
end of them?. What is {ignified, and what intended ? What is 
the duty expected from us in them, and’ what the advantages 
to be expected by us? Every ordinance has a meaning : Some 
ordinances, as facraments, have not their meaning fo plain and: 
obvious as others have; there therefore we are concerned to 


 fearch, that we may not offer the blind for facrifice, but may 


doa reafonable fervice. If either we be ignorant of, or mif- 


take about the meaning of holy ordinances,. we can. neither . 


pleafe God nor profit ourfelves. 


[2.] The anfwer which the parents were to return to 'this~ 


queftion, ver. 27. Ye fhall fay, It 1s the facrifice of the Lord’s 
paffover, 2. e, by the killing and facrificing of this lamb, we 
Keep in remembrance that work of wonder and grace which 


God did for our fathers, when, (1.) To make way for our ~ 


deliverance out of bondage, he flew the jirff-born of the E- 
gyptians, fo compelling them to /ign-our di/charge: And, (2:) 


Though there were with us, even with us fins againft the’ 


Lord our God, for which the deftroying angel, when he was 
abroad doing execution, might juftly have deftroyed our fir/- 
born too; yet God gracioufly appointed and accepted the fa+ 
saily-facr ‘ee of a limb inktead of the firft-born as of old, the 
vam inftead of Maac; and in every houfe where the lamb was 
fain the firft-burn were faved. 


Be xo DO S. 


‘angel paffed over their houfes. 


| firft-born of cattle. 


-gone: and blefs me alfo. 
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The repetition of this folemnity in the return of every year, 
was defipted, i 

1. Yo /ook backward, as.a memorial, that in it they might 
remember what great things Gad had done for them and their 
fathers. The word pe/ach fignifiés a leap, or rranjitzon 3 it’ 
is a pafing over; for the deftroying angel pa/fed over the 
houfes of the Hraelites, and did not deftroy their firft born. 
When God brings utter ruin upon his people, he faith, he will 
not pafs by them any more, Amos vii. 8, & viii. 1. intimating 
how often he had paffed by them, as now when the deftroying 
Note, (1.) Diftinguithing 
mercies: are very obliging: When a@ thoufaud jail at our fide, 
and ten thonfand at our righi-band, and yet we are preferved, 
and have our /ives given us for a prey, this fhould greatly affe& 
us, Pfal.xci.7. In war or peftilence, if the arrows of death have 
paffed by vs, paffed over us, hit the next'to us, and jult miffed 
us, we muft not fay it was 4y chance that we were preferved, 
but by the fpecial’ providence of our God. (2.) Old mercies to 


| ourfelves, or to our fathers, muft not be forgotten, but had in 


everlafting remembrance, that God may be praifed, our faith 
in him encouraged, and our hearts enlarged in his fervice. . 
2. It was defigned to /ook fur ward as an earnelt of the 


~ great facrifice of the Lamé of God, in the fulnefs of time, in- 


{tead of us and our firft-born. We were obnoxious to the 
{word of the deftroying angel: But Chri? our Paffover was 
facrificed for us ; his death was our life ;. and thus he was the - 
Lamb flain from the foundation of the world, from the foun- 
dation of the Jewith church. .Mofes kept the paflover by faitd 
in.Chrift; for he was the end of the law for righteaufne/t. 
Secondly, The people received thefe inftructions with reve- 
rence and ‘ready obedience. (1.) They bowed the bead and 
worfhipped, ver. 27. They hereby fignified their fubmif~ 
fion to this inftitution as»a law, and their thankfulnefs for . 
it as a favour -and privilege. . Note, When God: gives law 
to us, we mu{t give honour to him; -when he f{peaks, we 
mult bow our heads and worfbip... (2.) They weat away, 
and did as they were commanded, ver. 28. Here was none 
of that difcontent and murmuring among them whith we read 
Yofj,chap. vy. 20, 21. ‘The plagues of Egypt had done them 
good, and raifed their expectations of a glorious deliverance 
which before they defpaired of, and now they went forth to 


> meet it in the way appointed. Note, The perfecting of God’s 


mercies to us, muft be waited for in an humble obfervance of - 


his inftitutions. 


29 FY And it came to pafs that at midnight. 
the Lorp fmote all the firft-born in the land 
of Egypt, from the firft-born of Pharaoh, thet 
fat on his throne, unto the firft-born -of. the 
captive that was in’ the dungeon; and all the 
30 And Pharaoh. rofe up 
in the night, he and all his fervants, and all the 
Egyptians; and there was_a great cry in E- 
gypt: for there was not a houfe where .there 
was not one dead. 31 4{ And he called for 
Mofes and Aaron by night, and. faid, Rife up, 
and get you forth from amongft my people, both 
you and the children of Ifrael: and go, ferve 
the Lorp; as ye have faid. 32 Alfo take your 
flocks, and your herds, as ye have faid, and be - 
33 And. the Egyp- 
tlans were urgent upon the people, that they: 
might fend them out of the land in hafte: is 

they: 


,) 
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they faid, We be all dead men. 34 And the 
people'took the dough before it was leavened, 


their kneading-troughs being bound up in their | 


clothes upon their fhoulders. 35 And the chil- 


dren of Ifrael did according tothe word of Mo- © 
fes: and they borrowed of the Egyptians jew- | 
els of filver, and jewels of gold, and raiment. ~ 


36 And the Lorp gave the people favour in 
the fight of the Egyptians, fo that they lent 


vunto them fuch things as they required: and | 


‘they fpoiled the Egyptians. 


Here is, Fir/, The Egyptians fons even their firf-born — 


lain, ver. 29, 30. If Pharaoh would have taken the warn- 
ing which-was given him of this plague, and would thereupon 
have releafed Ifrael, what a great'many dear and valuable lives 
might have: been preferved? But fee what obftinate infidelity 
brings upon men. Obferve, (1.) The time when this blow 
was piven: It was at midzight, which added to the terror of 
it. ‘The three nights next before, were made dreadful by the 


_additional plague of darkne/s which might be felt, and doubt- 
lefs difturbed their repofe ; and now when they hoped for one | 


quiet night’s reft, at midnight was the alarm given. When 


the deftroying angel drew ‘his {word againft Jerufalem, it was - 
in the day-time, 2 Sam. xxiv. 15. which made it the’ lefs- . 


frightful; but the deftrution of Egypt was by a pe/ilence 
walking in darknefs, Pfal. xci. 6.: Shortly there will be a 
rouzing ery at midnight, Bebold, the bridegroom cometh. 


(2.) On whom the plague faftened: On ther firft-born, ‘the . 


joys and hopes of their refpective families. ‘They had flain 
-the Hebrews children, and now God flew theirs. Thus he 
-vifiteth the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and he is 
not unrighteous who taketh vengeance. 


fant {tand.upon the fame level before God’s judgments; for 


there is no refpect of perfons with him: See Job xxxiv. 19, | 


zc. Now the fain of the Lord were many; mulutudes, 
multitudes fall in this valley of decifion, when the controverly 


Aetween God and Pharaoh was to be determined. (4.) © 
What an outcry was made upon it: There wes a great ery _ 


in Egypt; univerfal lamentation for their only fons (with ma- 
ny), and with all for their fr/-born. If any be fuddenly ta- 
ken ill in the night, we ufe to ca// up neighbours; but the E- 


-gyptians could ‘have no help, no comfort from their neighbours, : 
Let us learn | 


Aeeing all were involved in the fame calamity. 
from hence, 1. To tremble before God, and to be afraid of 
bis judgments, Pfal. cxix. 120. Who is able to ftand before 
him, or dare refift him? 2. To be thankful to God for the 
daily prefervation of us and our families: Lying fo much ex- 
pofed, we have reafon to fay, It 15 of the Lord’s mercies we 
ure not confumed, 

- Secondly, God’s fon, even his firf-born, releafed. This 
judgment conquered Pharaoh, and obliged him to /urrender 
at difcretion, without capitulating. Men had as good come up 
to Ged’s terms at firft; for he will never come down to theirs, 
let them dodge as long as they will. Now Pharaoh’s proud 
ftomach comes down, and he yields to all that Mofes had in- 
fifted on: Serve the Lord as ye have faid, ver. 31.3 and 
take your flocks, as ye have faid, ver. 32. Note, God’s word 
will ftand ; and we fhall get nothing by difputing it, or delay- 
ing to fubmit to it. Hitherto the ffraelites might not be per- 
mitted to depart, but now things were come. to the daft extre- 
amity; and now, ; 


[{1.]} They are commanded to depart, vet. 31. Rife up, 


(3-) How far it 
reached: From the throneto the dungeon. Prince and pea- - 


: ‘ 
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| and ek on forth. Pharaoh had told Mofes, he fhoufd /ze 


his face no more; but now, he fent for him. Thofe will feek 
‘God early in their diftrefs, who before had fet him at defiance. 
Such a fright he was now in, that he gave orders by nighi for 
their difcharge ; fearing, leaft if he delayed any longer, he 
himfelf fhould fall next? And that he fent them, out, not as 
men Aated (as the Pagan: hiftorians have reprefented this mat- 
-ter,) but as men feared, is plainly difcovered by his humble res 
queft to them, ver. 32. Blec/s me alfo; let me have your 


prayers, that I may not be plagued for what is paft, when you . 


are gone. Note, Thofe that are enemies to God’s church, 
are enemies to themfelves, and -fooner-or later they will be 
made to fee it. 

[z.] They are hired to depart by the Egyptians: They 
cried out, ver. 33. We be all dead men. Note, When death 


comes into our houfes, it is feafonable for us to think of our 
- own mortality. Are our relations dead? It is eafy to infer 


from thence, that we are dying, and.in effect already dead men. 
Upon this confideration, they were urgent with the Ifraelites 
to be gone; which gave great advantage to the Ifraelites in 
borrowing therr jeawelr, ver.-35, 36. When the Egyptians 


_-urged them to be gone, it was eafy for them to fay, the Egyp- 


tians had kept them poor, and they could not undertake fuch 
a journey with empty purfes; if they would give them where- 


| withal to bear their charges, they would de gone. And this 


the Divine Wifdom defigned in fuffering things to come to this 
extremity; that they, becoming formidable to the Egyptians, 
might have what they would for the afking. The Lord alfoy 
by the influence he has on the minds of people, inclined 
the hearts of the Egyptians to furnifh them with what they 
defired, probably intending thereby to mabe them atonement, 
that the plagues might be ftaid; as the Philiftines when they 


- returned the ark, fent a prefent with it for a trefpafs-offering, 


having an eye to this precedent, 1 Sam. vi. 3, 6.- The Ifrael- 
ites might receive and keep what they thus borrowed, or ya- 
ther required, of the Egyptians, (1.) As juttly as fervants re- 
ceive wages from their mafters for work done, and fue for it if 
it be detained. (2.) As juftly as.conquerors take the fpotls 
of their enemies, whom they have fubdued: Pharaoh was in 
rebellion again{t the God of the Hebrews, by which all that 
he has is forfeited. (3.}) As juftly as fubjeéts receive the e« 
{tates granted them by their prince. God-is the fovereign 
Proprietor of the earth and the fulnefs thereof; and if he take 
from one and give to another, who may fay unto him, What 
doeft thou? It was by God"s fpecial order and appointment 
that the Ifraelites did what they did; which was fuffictent to 
juftify them and bear them out; but what they did, will by no 
means patronize the like done by any other, who cannot pre- 
tend to any fuch warrant. Let us remember, 1. That the 
King of kings can do no wrong. 2. That he will do right 
to thofe whom men wrong, Pfal. exlvi. 7. Hence it is, that 
the wealth of the finner often proves to be /aid up for the 
Jufty Job xxvii. 16, 17. ae 
° & ° 

_ 374 And the children of Hrael journeyed 
from Ramefes to Succoth, about fix hundred 
thoufand on foot that were men, befides chil- 
dren. 38 And a mixed multitude went up alfo 
with them; and flocks, and herds, even very 
much cattle. 39 And they baked unleavened 
cakes of the dough which they brought forth 
out of Egypt, for it was not leavened ; becaufe 
they were thruft out of Egypt, and could not 
tarry, neither had they prepared for themfelves 
. . APR R AS 0g 
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went out from the land of Egypt. 


any victual. 40 & Now the fojourning of 
the children of Ifrael, who dwelt in Egypt, 
was four hundred and thirty years. 4r And 
it came to pafs, at the end of the four hundred 
and thirty years, evem the felf-famie day it 
came to pafs, that all the hofts of the Lorp 
2\tis a 
night to be much obferved unto the Lorp, 
for bringing them out from the land of E- 
gypt: this zs that night of the Lorp to be 
oblerved of all the children of Lrael, in their 
generations, . 

Here is the departure of the children of Ifracl out of E- 
gypt. Having obtained their difmiflion, they fet forward with- 
out delay, and did not defer till any more convenient feafon. 
Pharaoh was now in a good mind; but they had reafon to think 
he would not long continue fo, and therefore it was no time to 
linger. We have here an account, 

Lirff, Of their number: About fix hundred thoufand men, 
(wer. 37.) befides women and children, which I think wwe 
cannot fuppofe to make lefs than twelve thoufand more. What 
a.vatt increafe was this to arife from feventy fouls, in little 
more than 200 years time! See the power and efficacy of that 
blefling, when God commands it, Be fruitful, and multiply, 


This was typical of the multitudes that were brought into the > 


-gofpel-church, wien it was firlt founded; fo nmughty grew the 
f 


word of God and prevailed. 


Secondly, Of.their retinue, ver. 38. 4 mixed multitude 
went up with them, hangers on to that great family, Some, 
perhaps, willing to leave their covatry, becaufe it was laid 
wafte by the plagues, and to go feek their fortune (as we fay) 
with the Ifraelites. Others went out of curiofity, to fee the 
folemunities of Ifrael’s facrifice to their’ God, which had been 
fe much talked of, and expeéting to fee fome glorious appear- 
ances of their God fo them in the wildernefs, having feen fuch 
glorious appearances of their God for them in the field of Zo- 
an, Probably the greateft part of this mixed multitude was 
but a rude unthinking mob, that followed the crowd they knew 


not why: We afterwards find, that they proved a {nare to 


them; Numb. xi. 4.; and it is likely, when (foon after) they 
under{tood that the children of Ifrael were to continue forty 
years in the wildernefs, they quitted them, and returned to E- 
gypt again. Note, There were always thofe among the I frael- 


- ites, that were oz. Ifraelites: Hypocrites in the church, who 


make a deal of mifchief, but will be thaken of at laft. 

Thiraly, Of their effets. They had -with them flocs apd 
berds, even very much cattle. This is taken notice of, 
becaufe it was long ere Pharaoh would give them leave 
to remove their effects, which were chiefly catile, Gen. 


vi. 32. 

Fourthly, Of the provifion made for the camp, which was 
very poor and flender, They brought fome dough with them 
out of Egypt, in their knapfacks, ver. 34. They had prepa- 
red to bake the next day, in order to their remove, underftand- 
ing it was very near:. But being haftened away fooner than 
they thought.of, by fome. hours, they took the dough, as it 
was, unleavened ; and when they came to Succoth, their firft 
ftage, they baked unleavened cakes; and though they were 
faplefs and unfaveury, yet the liberty they were brought into 
made it the moft joyful meal they had ever eaten in their lives. 
Note, The fervants of God muft not be flaves to their appe- 
tites, nor folicitous to wind up all the delights of fenfe to the 


height of pleafureablenefs.. We fhould. be willing to take up. 
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with dry bread, nay with unlavened bread, rather than ne- © 
gles&t or.delay any fervice we have to do for God, as thofe 
whofe meat and drink it is to do his will. 

Mfibly, Of the date of this great event: It was juft four 
hundred and thirty years from the promife made to Abraham 
(as the apoftle explains it, Gal. ili. 17.) at his firlt coming in- 
to Canaan; during all which time, the children of L/rael, i.e. 
the Hebrews, the diftinguifhed chofen feed were /ourners in 
a land that was not theirs, either Canaan or Egypt. So long 
the promife God made to Abraham of a fettlement lay dor- 
mant and unfulfilled ; but now at length it revived, and things 
began to work towards the accomplifhment of it. The firlt day 
of the march of Abraham’s feed towards Canaan, was juft four 


“hundred and thirty years (it fhould feemi to a day) from the 


promife made to Abraham, Gen. xii. 2. Z will make of ibee 
a great nation. See how punctual God is to his sme: Though 
his promifes be not petformed guzck/y, they will be accomplifh- 
ed in their feafon. 

Sixtbly, OF the memorablenefs of it, ver. 42. It is a night 
to be much obferved. [1.] The pravidences of that firft 
night were very obfervable. Meimorable was the deftruction 
of the Egyptians, and the deliverance of the oe itt 
God herein made himfelf taken notice of. [2.] The ordinans.. 
ces of that night, in the annual return of it, were to be care- 
fully obferved: This 1s that night of the Lord, that remarks 
able night, to be celebrated in: all generations, Note, The 
great things God doeth for his people, are not to be only nine 
days wonder, (as we fay,) but the remembrance ‘of them is 
to be perpetuated throughout all ages ; efpectally the work of 


‘our redemption by Chrift.. This firft paflover-night was a 


night of the Lord much to be obferved ; but the lait paffover- 

night ia which Chrift was betrayed (and that with the reft of 

the ceremonial inftitutions fuperfeded and abolithed) was a- 
night of the Lord much more to be obferved, when a yoke 

heavier than that ef Egypt was broken from of our necks, and 

a land better than that of Canaan fet before us. That was a 

temporal deliverance, to be celebrated za their generations ; 

this an eternal redemption, to- be celebrated in thé praifes of 

glorified faints, wor/d without end. 

43 F And the Lorp faid unto Mofes and 
Aaron, This is the ordinance of the paffover : 
there fhall no ttranger eat thereof. 44 But every, 
man’s fervant that is bought for money, when 
thou haft circcumcifed him, then fhall he eat 
thereof. 45 A foreigner, and an hired fervant 
fhall, not eat thereof. 46 In one houfe. fhali- 
it be eaten, thou fhalt not carry forth ought 
of the flefh abroad out of the houfe: neither 
fhall ye break a bone thereof. 47 All the con- 
gregation of Ifrael fhall keep it. 48 And when © 
a ftranger fhall fojourn with thee, and will keep 
the paflover to the Lorn, let all his males be 
circumcifed, and then let hint come near and - 


keep it; and he fhall be as one that is born in 


the land: for no uncircumcifed perfon fhall 
eat thereof. 49 One law fhall be to him that 
is home-born, and unto the flranger that fo- -— 
journeth among you. 50 Thus did all the chil- - 
dren of Hrael;, as the Lorp commanded Mofes .: 
and Aaron, fo did they.. sx And it came to: 


_ pafs the felf-fame day, zat the Lorn did bring 


the 
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the children of Ifrael out of the land of Egypt, 
‘by their armies. | an 


Some further precepts are here given concerning the paff- 
over, as it fhould be obferved in time to come. 

(1.) All the congregation of Ifrael muj? keep it, ver. 47. 
All that fhare in God’s mercies {hould join in thankful praifes 
for them. 
looked upon as the act of the whole congregation ; for the 
lefler communities conftituted the greater. ‘The New Tetta- 


ment paflover, the Lora’s /upper, ought not to be neglected — 


by any that are capable of celebrating it. He is unworthy the 


name of an Lfraelite, that can contentedly neglect the comme- 


moration of fo great a deliverance. 
[2.] No franger that was uncircumcifed might be admit- 
ted to eat of it, ver. 43, 45, 48. 
but thofe that came in at the door: none may mow approach 
- to the zmproving ordinance of the Lord’s fupper, who have 
not firft fubmitted to the zaztzating ordinance of baptifm. We 
mutt be born again by the word, ere we-can be nourifhed by 
it. Nor fhall any partake of the benefit of Chrift’s facrifice, 


nor feaft upon it, who are not firlt circumcifed in heart, Col. - 
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[3.] Any franger that was circumcifed might be welcome 


-£0 eat of the paffover, even /erwants, ver. 44. If by circum- 
cifion they would make themfelves debtors to the /aw in its 
‘fealts, and not otherwife. Only it is intimated, ver. 48. that 
thofe who were matters of families, muft not only be circum- 
cifed themfelves, but all their males muj? be circumcifed too. 
If in fincerity, and with that zeal which the thing requires 
and deferves, we give up ourfelves to God, we will, with our- 
felves, give up all we have to him, and do our utmoft, that all 
ours may be his too. Here is an early indication of favour 
to the poor Gentiles, that the franger, if circumcifed, {lands 
upon the fame level with the home-born Ifraelite. One law 
Sor both, ver. 49. This was a mortification to the Jews, and 
faught them that it was their dedication to God, not their de- 


{cent from Abraham, that intitled them to their privileges. A 


fincere ptofelyte was as welcome to the paflover as a native 
Ifraelite, Ifa. vi. 6,7. °  . - 

f4.] In one boufe fhall it be eaten, ver. 46. For good 
fellowfhip’s fake, that they might rejoice.together, and edify 
one another in the eating of it. None of it muft be carried 
to another place, or left to another time. For God would 
not bave them fo taken up w7th care about their departure, as 
to be indifpofed to take the comjort of it; but‘to leave Egypt, 
and enter upon a wildernefs, with cheerfulnefs, and in token 
of that to eat a good hearty meal. The Papifts carrying 
their confecrated hoft from hovfe to houfe, is not only fuper- 
ftitious in itfelf, but contrary to this typical law of the. paffo- 
ver, which was, That no part of the lamb fhould be carried 
abroad. 


The chapter concludes with @ repetition of the whole mat- | 


er, That the children of I[frael did as they were bidden, 
and God did for them as he promifed, ver. 50, 51.3 ‘for he 
will certainly be the author of falvation to them that obey 
him. 


CPi (PS XU 
In this chapter we have, 1. The commands God gave to 
dfvael.(4.) Tu fun fy all their firf-born to him, ver. i, 2. 
(2.) Tobe fure to remember their deliverance out of Egypt, 
wer. 3, 4.3 and in remembrance of it, to keep the feaft 
of unleavened bread, ver. 5;—8. (3.) To tramfmit the 
Lnowedge of ¢ wiih all pofible care to their children, 


Ek OD Mele. 


Though it was obferved in families apart, yet it is 


None might fit at the table . 


burdens, they were welcome to fhare in the joy of .its folemn . 


ver. 8,—10. (4.) Tofet apart unto God the firflings of 
their cattle, ver. 11,—13-5 and to explain that alfo to 
their children, ver. 14,—16. Il. The care God took of 
Irael when be had brought them out of Egypt: (1.) Chu- 
fing their way for them, vet. 175 18.3 (2+) Guiding theg 
in the ways Vers 20;,—22. And their care of Fofeph's 
bones, ver. 19. } j 
ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

2 Sanctify unto me all the firft-born, 
whatfoever openeth the womb among the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, both of man and of beaft: it zs 
mine. 3 { And Mofes faid unto the people, 


“Remember this day, in which ye came out 


from Egypt, out of the houfe of bondage; for 
by ftrength of hand the Lorp brought you 
out from this place: there fhall no leavened - 
bread be eaten. 4*This day came ye out, in 
the month Abib. ¢ And it fhall be when the 
Lorp fhail bring thee into the land of the Ca- 
neanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, 
and the Hivites, and the Jebufites, which he 
{ware unto thy fathers to give thee, a land flow- © 
ing with milk and honey; that thou fhalt keep 
this fervice in this month. 6 Seven days fhalt 
thou eat unleavened bread, and in the feventh, 
day /ball be a feaft to the Lorn. 7 Unleavened 
bread fhall be eaten feven days: and there fhalk _ 


/ no leavened bread be feen with thee, neither 


fhall there be leaven feen with thee in all thy 
quarters. 8 € And thou fhalt fhew thy fon in 
that day, faying; This is done becaufe of that 
which the Lorp did unto-me, when I came 
forth out of Egypt. g And it fhall be for a 
fign unto thee upon thine hand, and for a me- 
morial between thine eyes; that the Lorn’s law 
may be in thy mouth: for with a fltrong hand 
hath the Lorn brought thee out of Egypt. 10 
‘Thou fhalt therefore keep this ordinance in his 


feafon from year to year. © 


‘Care is taken to perpetuate the remembrance, 

Firft, Of the prefervation of Ifrael’s firft-born, when the 
firft-born of the Egyptians were flain. In memory of that 
diftinguifhiog favour, and in gratitude for it, the frf-born-in 
all ages were to be confecrated to God as his peculiars, ver. 2.3 
and to be redeemed, ver. 13. God, who by the right of cre- 
ation is proprietor and fovereign of all the creatures, here lays 
claim in particular to the jir/t-born of the Lraelites by right of 
protection: Sandify to me all the firft-born. ~The parents 
were not to look upon themfelvyes as interefted in their firft- 
born, till they had firft folemnly prefented them to God, re-~ 
cognifed his title to them, and received them back at a certain — 
rate, from him again. Note, (1.) That which is by fpecial” 
diftinguifhing mercies {pared to us, fhould be in a peculiar 
manner dedicated to God’s honour ; at leaft fome grateful ac- 


| knowledgment in works of piety and charity fhould be made 


when our lives have been given us for a prey, or the lives of 
our children. (2.) God, that is the Firft and Beft, fhould 
have the firft and belt; and to bim we fhould refign that 

; i whick © 
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which is moft dear to us, and molt valuable. The firft-born 
were the joy and hope of their families; therefore they /hall 
be mine, faith God. By this it will appear that we love God 
beft, (as we ought,) if we are willing to part with that to him 
which we love beft in this world. (3.) It is the church of 
the firft-born that is fandified to God, Heb. xii. 23. Chrift 
is the Firjft-born among many brethren, Rom. viii. 29.; and 
‘by virtue of their union with him, all that are born again, and 
‘born from above, are accounted as firft-born. ‘There is an ex- 
cellency of dignity and power belonging to them ; and ¢f chi/- 
dren, then heirs. 

Secondly, The remembrance of their coming out of Egypt 
muft alfo be perpetuated, ver. 3. Remember this day. Re- 
member it by a good token, as the moft remarkable day of 
your lives, the birth-day of your nation, or the day of its co- 
ing to age, to be no longer under the rod. Thus the day of 
Chrift’s refurregtion is to be remembered, for in it we were rai- 
fed up with Chrift out of death’s hou/e of bondage. The {erip- 
tare tells us not exprefsly what day, of the year Chrift rofe, as 
he told the Ifraelites what day of the year they were brought 
out of Egypt, that they might remember it yearly ; but very 
particularly what day of the week it was; plainly intimating, 
that, as the more valuable deliverance, and of greater impor- 
tance, it fhould be remembered week/y. Remember it ; for dy 
Jfrrength of band the Lord brought you out. Note, The more 
~ of God and his power appears in any deliverance, the more 

memorable it is. Now, that it might be remembered, 

-{1.] They muft be fure to keep the fea/? of unleavened 
bread, ver. §,—'7. It was not enough that they remembered 
it; but they muft celebrate the memorial of it in that way and 
manner which God had appointed, and ufe the zn/ftuted means 
of preferving the remembrance of it. So under the gofpel we 
muft not only remember Chrift, but do chs in remembrance 
of him. Obferve, How ftri& the prohibition of leaven is, ver. 
“7.3 not only no leaven muft be eaten, but none muft de /een, 
no not in all rhezr quarters. Accordingly the Jews ufage 
was, before the feaft of the paffover, to caft all the leavened 
bread out of their houfes ; either they burnt it, or buried it, or 

- broke it fmall and threw it unto the wind; they fearching di- 
ligently with lighted candles in all the corners of their houfes, 
Jeaft any leaven fhould remain. The care and ftriétnefs en- 
joined in this matter was defigned, 1. To make the fea{t the 
more folemn, and confequently the more taken notice of by the 

_ children, who would afk, Why is fo much ado’made? 2. To 
teach us how folicitous we fhould be to put away from us all 
fin, 1 Cor. v. 7. 

[2.] They muft inftrué-their children in the meaning of 
it, and relate to themthe ftory of their deliverance out of E- 
gypt, ver. 8. Note, 1. Care muft be taken betimes to inftruct 
children in the knowledge of God. Here is an ancient law 
for catechifing. 2. It,is ‘particularly of great ufe to acquaint 
children betimes with the {tories of fcripture, and to make thofe 
familiar to them. 3. It isa debt we owe to the honour of 

God, and the benefit of our childrens fouls, to tell them of 
the great works God hath done for his church, both thofe 
which we have feen with our eyes done in our day, and which 
we have heard with our ears, and our fathers have told us. 
Thou fbalt fhew thy fon in that day, the day of the feaft, 
thefe things. When they were celebrating the ordinance, they 
mutt explain it. Every thing is beautiful in its feajon, "The 
paflover is appointed for @ fign, and fur a memorial, that the 
Lord’: law may be in thy mouth. Note, We mutt retain the 
remembrance of God’s works, that we may remain under the 
influence of God’s Jaw. And thofe that have God’s law in 
their heart, fhould have it 77 their mouth, and be often fpeak- 
ing of it, the more to affect themfelyes, and to inftruct others, 
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1 broken up (2.) We thould be able to /hew cau/fe for what we 
ats Lil 
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11 F And it ‘fhall be when the Lorp fhall 
bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, as 
he {ware unto thee and to thy fathers, and fhall 
give it thee, 12 That thou fhalt fet apart unto 
the Lorp all that openeth the matrix: and e- 
very firftling that cometh of a beaft, which thou 
haft, the males /ball be the Lorn’s. . 13 And 
every firftling of an afs thou fhalt redeem with 
a lamb; and if thou wilt not redeem it, then 
thou fhalt break his neck: and all the firft-born 
of man amongft thy children fhalt thou redeem. 
14 q4 And it fhall be when thy fon afketh thee, 
in time to come, faying, What zs this? that thou 
fhalt fay unto him, By ftrength of hand the 
Lorp brought us out from Egypt, from the 
houfe of bondage. 15 And it came to pals 
when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that the 
Loro flew all the firft-born in the land of Egypt, 
both the firft-born of man, and the firft-born of 
beaft: therefore I facrifice to the Lorp all that 


_openeth the matrix, beimg males ; but all the 


firft-born of my children I redeem. 16 And 
it fhall be for a token upon thine hand, and for 
frontlets between thine eyes: for by ftrength of 
hand the Lorn brought us forth out of Egypt. 


Here is, Firf?, Further directions concerning the dedicating 
of their firf-born to God. (1.) The firftlings of their cattle 
were to be dedicated to God, as part of their poflefions. ‘Thofe 
of clean beafts, calves, lambs, and kids,.if males, were to be 
facrificed, Exod. xxii. 30. Numb. xviii. 17, 18. Thofe of 
unclean beafts, as'colts, were to be redeemed with a lamb, or 
knocked on the head. For whatfoever is unclean, (as we all 
are by nature,) if it be not redeemed, will be deffroyed, vere. 
I11,—13. (2.) The firft-born of their. children were to be 
redeemed, and by no means facrificed as the Gentiles facrificed 
their children to Moloch. The price of the redemption of 
the firft-born was fixed by the law, Num. xviii. 16. Five /he- 
kels. We were all cbnoxious to the wrath and curfe of God; 
by the blood of Chrift we are redeemed, that we may be jorn- 
ed to the church of the firfi-born. They were to redeem both 
their children and the firftlings of the unclean beafts; for our 
children are by nature polluted: Who can bring a clean thing 
out of an unclean? 

Secondly, Further directions concerning: the catechifing of 
their children, and all thofe of the rifing generation, from time 
to time, in this matter. It is {uppofed, when they faw all the 
firftlings thus devoted, they would afk the meaning of it, and 
their parents and teachers mult tell them the meaning of it, 
ver. 14,—16.: That God’s fpecial propriety in their firft-born, 
and all their firftlings, was founded in his fpecial prefervation 
of them from the {word of the deftroying angel. Being thus 
delivered, they mult ferve him. Note, (1.) Children fhould 
be directed and encouraged to afl their parents queftions con- 
cerning the things of God ; which if they would do it, it would 
be perhaps of all other the moft profitable way of catechifing 5 
and parents muft furnifh themfelves with ufeful knowledges 
that they may be ready always to gtve anfwer to their inqui- 
ries. If ever the knowledge of God cover the earth, as the 
waters do the fea, fountains of family-inftrudion muft firft be 


do 
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do in religion. As facraments are fandtified by the word, fo 
they muft be explained and underftood by it. God’s fervice 
is reafonable ; and it is then acceptable when we perform it 
intelligently, knowing what we do, and why we do it. 
Toirdly, It mult be obferved, how often it is faid in this 
chapter, that by /frength of hand, ver. 3, 14, 16. and with a 
firong hand, ver. 9. the Lord brought them out of Egypt. 
The more oppofition is given to the accomplifhment of God’s 
promifes, the more is bis power magnified therein. It is a 
firong band that conquers bard hearts. Sometimes God is 
faid to work deliverance, not by might or power, Zech. iv, 6. 
not by fuch vifible difplays of his power as this here. 
Fourthly, ‘Their pofterity that fhould be born in Canaan are 
directed to fay, The Lord brought us out of Egypt, ver. 14, 
16. “Mercies to our fathers are mercies to us; we reap the 
benefit of them, and therefore mu(ft keep up a grateful remem- 
brance of them. We ftand upon the bottom of our former de- 
- liverances, and were in the loins of our anceftors when they 
“were delivered. Much more reafon have we to fay, that in 
the death and refurreétion of Jefus Chrift we were redeemed. 


174 And it came to pafs, when Pharaoh had 
let the people go, that God led them not through 
the way of the land of the Philiftines, although 
that was near: for God faid, Left peradventure 


the people repent when they fee war, and they © 


return to Egypt. 18 But God led the people 
about; through the way of the wilderne(s of the 
Red-fea: and the children of Ifrael went up 
harnaffed out of the land of Egypt. 19 And 
Mofes took the bones of Jofeph with him: for 
he had ftraitly {worn the childrett of Lfrael, fay- 
ing, God will furely yifit you; and ye thall car- 
ry up my bones away hence with you. 204 
And they took their journey from Succoth, and 
encamped in E:tham, in the edge of the wilder- 
nefs. 21 And the Lorp went before them by 
day in a pillar of cloud, tolead them in the way; 
and by night ina pillar of fire, to give them 
light : to go by day and night. 22 He took not 
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way, elfe they had been juftly exclaimed agaiaft as notorious 
diflemblers. Before they entered the lifts with their enemies, 
matters mutt be fettled between them and their God, laws mutt 
be given, ordinances inftituted, covenants fealed, the original 
contrat ratified ; and for the doing of this, it was neceflary 
they fhould retire into the folitude of a wildernefs, the only: 
clofet for fuch a crowd; the high-road would be no proper 
place for thefe tranfaétions. It is faid, Deut. xxxii. 10. He 
led them about, forae hundreds of miles about 5 and yet, Pfal. 
evil. 7. He led them forth by the sright way: God’s. way is 
the right way, though it feem about. If we.think he leads 
not his people the next way, yet we may be fire he leads them 
the be way, and fo it will appear when we come to our jour- 
ney’s end. Fudge nothing before the time. 
[2.] There was one reafon why God did not lead thena, 
the neareft, way, which would have brought them in a few 
days march to the land of the Philifines, (for it was that 
part of Canaan that lay next to Egypt,) becaufe they were not 
as yet fit for war, much lefs for war with the Philiftines, ver. 
17... Their fpirits were broken with flavery. It was not eafy 
for them.to turn their hands of a fudden from the trowel to the 
fword: The Philiftines were formidable enemies, too fierce to 
be encountered by fre/h-warer foldiers: It was convenient 


wars of Canaan, by experiencing the difficulties of the wilder- 
nefs. Note, God proportions his’peoples trials to. their ftrength; 
and will. not /uffer them to be tempted above what they are 
able, 1. Cor x..13.: That promife, if compared with the fore- 
going verfes, will feem to refer to this here, as an inftance of. 


it. God knows our frame, and confiders our weaknefs and: . 
. faint-heartednefs, and by leffer trials will prepare us for greater... 


God is faid to bring Ifrael out of Egypt as the eagle drings 
to fly. 
told, 


but in good order, rank and file: They went up harnaffed, 
ver. 8 They went up. by five in a rank, fo fome; in fve 
J/quadrons, {fo others... They marched like an army with ban- 
ners ; which added. much to their {trength and honour.: 


. Chap. XI. 


therefore it was requifite they -fhould bend their march that 


they fhould begin with the Amalekites, and be prepared for the . 


up her young ones, Deut. xxxii. 11. teaching them by degrees: - 
Orders being, thus given which way they fhould go, we. are - 


1. That they went up themfelves, not as a confufed rout, 


2.. That they took the bones of Fofeph along with them, . 


(ver. 19.) 3 and probably the bones of the re{t of Jacob’s fons; : 
unlefs (as, fome think) they had been’ privately carried to Ca- 
naan, (Acts vii. 16.) feverally as they died. Jofeph had 
particularly appointed that his bones fhould_be carried up when -- 
God vifited them, Gen, 1. 25, 26.3 fo that their carrying up . 
his bones was not: only a performance of the oath their fathers <. 


away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pil- 
lar of fire by night, from before the people. 


Here is, Fir, The choice God made of their way, ver. 57, 
18. He was their gaide ; Mofes gave them direétion but as 


he received it from the Lord. Note, The way of man is not 
in himfelf, Jer. x. 23. He may dewi/e his way, and defign 
it.;. but after all, it is God that direGerh his feps, Prov. xyi. 
9, Man propofeth, but God difpofeth; and in his difpofal we 
mult acquiefce, and fet ourfelves to follow. Providence. 

_ There were two ways from Egypt to Canaan... One was 
a fhort cut, from the north of Egypt to the fouth of Canaan, 
perhaps about four or five.days journey: The other was much 
further about, through the wildernefs; and. that was the way 
which Ged-chofe to lead his people Hrael in, ver. 18. 

.[1.] There were many reafons why God led them through 
the way of the wildernefs of the Red-/ea.. The Egyptians were 


to be drowned in the Red-fea; the Lraelites were to be humbled, 


and proved in the wildernefs, Deut. viii. 2.. God.had given it to. 


Mofes for a figa, chap. iii..12. Ye /ballferve Godin this moun- . 


tain, ‘Vhey had again and again told Pharaoh, that they muft 
geithree days journey into the wilderne/s to do facrifice ; and 


had {worn to Jofeph ; but an acknowledgment of the perfor- 


encouragement to, their faith and hope, that.he would fulfil the 
in expectation of which they carried thefe bones with them 3 
While they wandered in the defart, they might think, Fofeph’s 
fo had Jofeph been in his day, yet he was now but a box full 
which might ferve for a monitor to Mofes, to. remember his 


mortality. 
exprefsly ; but ye hall die like men. - 


way, ver..21, 22. The Lord went before them ina pillar, 


In the two firft tages, it was enough that God dire&ted Mofes - 
aia whither 


' 


mance of God’s promife to them*by Jofeph, that he would: 
vift them, and bring them out of the land of Egypt; and.an. . 


other part of the promife, which, was to bring them to Canaan; ~ 
bones mult reft at laft, and-then we fhall. . Mofes is faid to; 
take thefe bones with bim: Mofes was now avery great mans . 
of dry bones; that was all that remained of him in this world 3°’ 
I have faid, Ye.are gods, it was {aid fo to Moles. . 


Secondly, Here is the conduct they were blefled within the - 


“Chap. XII. 


~nough: But now they are come fo the'edge of the wilderne/s, 
‘yer. 20. they would have occafion for a guide; and a very 


- Lord went before them; the Sheehinah, or appearance of the 
Divine Majefty, which was typical of Chrift, or a previouis ma- 
nifeftation of the Eternal Werd, which in the fulnefs of time 
was to be made fiefb, and diiiel among us. Chrift was with 
the church in the wildernefs, 1 Cor. x. 1, Gc. Now their 
hing paffed before them, and the Lord on the head of them, 
Mic. ii. 13. Note, Thofe whom God brings into a wilder- 


nefs, he will not.leave nor lofe there, but will-take care to lead | 
- about them. 


them through it. We may well think it was a very great fa- 
tisfaction to Mofes and the pious Ifraelites, to be fure that they 
were under a divine condué. They need “not: fear miffing 
their way who were thus /ed, nor being loft- who Were thus 
direéted ; they need not fear being benighted who were thus 


Darina: nor being robbed who were thus prote&ed. They | 


who make. the glory of God their end, and the word of God 
their rule, the Spirit of God the guide of their affections, and 
the providence of God the guide of their affairs, may be con- 
fident that she Lord goes before them, as truly as he went be- 
fore Ifrael in the wildernefs, though not fo /enfib/y; we mutt 
live by faith. 

1f, They had /enfible evidences of God’s: going before 
them. They all faw an appearance from heaven of a pillar, 
which in the drzght day appeared cloudy, and in the daré night 
appeared fiery: We commonly fee, that that which is a flamein 
‘the night is a {moke in the day; fo was ths. God gave them 
this occular demontftration of his prefence, in compaflion to the 
infirmity of their faith, and in compliance with the infant-ftate 
of the church which needed to be thus lifped to in their own 
language ; but bleffed are they that have not feen, and yet have 
beheved God’s gracious prefence with them according to his 
promife. , 

2d/y, They had ‘Jeafible effects of God’s going before them 
in this pillar. For, (1.) It fed them the way in that vatt 
howling wildernefs, in which there was no road, no traét, no 
way-marks, of which they had no maps, through which they 
had no guides. When they marched, this pillar went before 
them, at the rate that they could follow; and appointed the 
place of their encampment, as Infinite Wifdom faw fit; which 
both eafed them from care,. and fecured them from danger: 
both in moving and in refting. (2.) It /beltered them from 
the heat by day, which at fome times of the year was extreme. 
(3.) It gave them light by night when they had occafion for 
it, and at all times made their camp plea/ant, and the wilder- 
nefs they were in 4e/t frightful. 

3d/y, Thefe were conftant, {landing miracles, ver. 23. He 
took not away the pillar of cloud; no, wot when they feemed 
to have lefs occafion for it, travelling through inhabited coun- 
tries; no, not when they murmured, and were provoking: 
It never left them till it brought them to the borders of Ca- 
naan. It was a cloud which the wind could not fcatter. This 
favour is acknowledged with thankfulnefs long after, Neh. ix. 
1g. Pfal. Ixxviii. 14. 


There was fomething fpiritual in this pillar of cloud and fire. 


(1.) The children of Irael were dapiixed unto Mofes in this 
lows, which fome think diftilled dew upon them, 1 Cor. x. 2. 
By coming under this cloud, they fignified their putting of 


themfelves under the divine conduct and command by the mi-_. 


niftry of Mofes. Protection draws allegiance: This cloud 
was the badge of God’s protection, and fo became the bond 
of their allegiance. ‘Thus they were initiated and admitted un- 
der that government, now when they were entering upon the 


_ wildernefs. 2.) Some make this cloud a sype of Chri. 


| a cloud, and bis feet as pillars of fire. 
- good guide they had, infinitely wife, kind, and faithful: The | 
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whither to march; he knew the country and the road well e- | The cloud of his human nature was a veil to the light and fire 


of his divine nature: We find him (Rev. x. 1.) eloathed with 
Chrift is our way ; 
the light of our way, and the puide of it, (3.) It fignifies the 


{pecial condué and protection which the church of Chrift i is 


under in this world. God himfelf is the keeper of [rael ; 


and he neither flumbers nor /leeps, Pfal. cxxi. 4. fa. xxvii. 


3. "There is a defence created, not only on Sion’s affemblies, 
but on every dwelling-place ‘4 Dion 
_ every Ifraelite indeed is hid under the fhadow of God’s wings, 


See Ifa. iv. 5, 6. Nay 


Pfal. xvii. 8. Angels, whofe miniftry was made ufe of in 
this cloud, are employed fo%their good, and pitch their tents 
Happy art thou, O Ifrael: Who is like unto 
thee, O people! 


Co ASP! oXTVs 

The departure of the children of I/rael out of Egypt (which 
was indeed the birth of the Fewifh church) is made yet 
more memorable, by further works of wonder which were 
wrought immediately upon tt. Waitnefs the records of this 
chapter ; the contents whereof, together with a key to tt, 
we have, Heb. xi. 29. They pafled through the Red-fea, 
as by dry land; which the Egyptians aflaying to do, were 
drowned ;,0nd Pe they atd by faith; which intimates that 
there was fomething typical and fpiritual in it. Here ts, 
I. The extreme diffre/s and danger that L/rael was in at 
the Red-Jea. (1.) Notece was given of it to Mofes before, 
ver. 1,4. (2.) The caufe of it was*Pharaoh’s violent 
purfuit of them, ver. 5,—9- .(3-) [rael was in a mghty 
confiernation upon it, ver. 10,—12. (4.) Mofes endea- 
vours to encourage eee. ver. 13,14. II. The wonderful 
deliverance that God wrought for them cut of this diftrefs. 


{1.] Mcfes ts infruGed concerning it, ver. 15,—18. ~ ° 


[2.] Lenes that could not be forced are fet between the 
camp of Lrael ge Pharaoh's campy Ver. 19; 20. [3.4 
By the divine power the Red-fea ts divided, ver. 21.3; and 
zs made, 1. A lane to the Ifraelites, who marched fafely . 
through tt, ver. 22, 29. But, 2. To the Egyptians it was 
made, (1,) An ambu/h into which they were drawn, vers 
23,—25.3 And, (2.) A grave in which they were all 
buried, ver. 26,—28. Laftly, The smprefions this made 
upon the Tfraelites, ver. 30, 31» 


ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, yin 

2 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, that 
they turn and encamp before Pi- hahiroth, be- 
tween Migdol and the fea, over againft Baal- 
zephon: before it fhall ye encamp by the fea, ’ 
3 For Pharaoh will fay of the children of Hrael, 
They are entangled in the land, the wildernefs 
hath fhut them in. 4 And I will harden Pha- 
raoh’s heart, that he fhall follow after them ; 
and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and up- 
on all his hoft; that the Egyptians may know 
that I am the Lorn. And they did fo. 54 And 
it was told the king of Egypt, that the people 
fled’: and the heart of Pharaoh and of his fer- 
vants was turned againft the people, and they 
faid, Why have we done this, that we have let 
Ifrael go from ferving us? 6 And he made rea- 
dy his chariot, and took his people with him. 
4 And he took fix hundred chofen chariots, and 
Ll2 alll 
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all the chariots of Egypt, and captains over e- 
very one of them. 8 And the Lorn hardened 
the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he 
purfued after the children of Ifrael: and the 
children of Ifrael went out with an high hand. 
9g But the Egyptians purfued after them (all 
the horfes and chariots of Pharaoh, and _ his 
horfemen, and his army ;) and overtook them 
encamping by the fea, befide Pi-hahiroth be- 
fore Baal-zephon. 


Here is, Fir/?, Inftruétions given to Mofes concerning If- 
yael’s motions and-encampments; which were fo very furpri- 
fing, that if Mofes had not had exprefs orders about them be- 
fore, they would fcarce have perfuaded themfelves to follow 
the pillar of cloud and fire. That therefore there might be 
‘no fcruple or diffatisfa@tion about it, Mofes is told before, 

*  [1.] Whither they mutt go, ver.1, 2, They were got to 
the edge of the wilderne/i, chap. xiii. 20.3 and one ftage or 
two more would have brought them to Horeb, the place ap- 
pointed for their ferving God: But inftead of going forward, 
they are ordered to turn /bort of, on the right-hand from- 
wards Canaan, and to march towards the Red-fea. Where 


they were, at Etham, there was no fea in their way to obftruct | 


their paflage ; but God himfelf orders them into ftraits, which 
might give them an affurance, that when his purpofes were fer- 
ved, he would-without fail bring them out of thofe {ftraits. 
Note, God fometimes raifeth difficulties in the way of the falva- 
tion of his people, that he may have the glory of fubduing them, 
and helping his people over them. 
[2.] What God defigned in thefe ftrange orders. Mofes 
‘would have yielded an implicit obedience, though he had given 
him no reafon; but fhall he hide from Mofes the thing that 
he doeth? No; Mofes fhall know, (1.) That Pharaoh has a 
defign to ruin Ifrael, ver. 3. (2.) That therefore God has 
a defign to ruin Pharaoh, and he takes this way to. effect it, 
ver. 4. Pharaoh’s politics would conclude, that Ifrael was ex- 
tangled in the wildernefs, and fo would become an eafy prey 
to him; and that he might be the more apt to think fo, God 
orders them*into. yet greater entanglements: Alfo by turning 
them fo much out of their road, he amazeth him yet more, 
and gives him further occafion to fufpet them. And thus 
(faith God) I will be honoured-upon Pharaoh. Note, 1. 
Ajl men being made for the honour of their Maker, thofe 
whom he is not honoured by, he will be honoured upon. 2. 
What feems to tend to the church’s ruin, is.often over-ruled to 
the ruin of the church’s enemies ; whofe. pride and malice are 
fed by Providence, that they may be ripened for deftruction. 
Secondly, Pharaoh’s purfuit of. Ifrael ;.in which, while he 


gratifies his own malice and revenge, he is. furthering the ac-. 


complifhment of Gad’s counfels concerning him. It was told 
him that the people fled, ver. 5. 
when he gave them leave to go, that when the fright was a 
little over, he either forgot, or would not own, that they depart- 
ed with his confent; and therefore was willing it fhould be re- 
prefented to him as a revolt from their allegiance. Thus what 
may €alily be juffified, is eafily condemned by. putting falfe co-. 
jours upon it. Now hereupon, 

F1.] He reflects upon it with regret, that he had connived at 
theis departure. He and his fervants, though it. was with the 


sreateft reafon in the world that they had. 4¢ J/rael go, yet 


were now angry at themfelves for it: Why have we done thus? 


(1.) It vexed them that Itael had their liberty; that they had’ 


Joft the profit of their labours, and the pleafure of chafing 


gx 0 Dis. 


children of Ifrael lifted up their eyes, and be- 
hold, the Egyptians marched after them, and. 


Such a fright he was in. 


the Egyptians? For it had been better for us 


az 


~ - 


Chap. XIV. 


them... It is meat and drink to proud perfecutors, to trample: 
upon the faints of the Moft High; and, fay to their fouls, 
Bow down, that we may go over: And therefore it vexeth. 
them to have their hands tied. Note, The ‘liberty of God’s 
people is a mighty grievance to their enemies, Efth. v. 12, 
13. Ads v. 17, 33. (2.) It aggravated the vexation that 
they themfelves had confented to it, thinking now they mighe 
have hindered it, and that they needed not to have yielded, 
though they had ftood it out to the laft extremity. Thus: 
God makes mens envy and rage againft his people a torment 
to themfelves, Pfal. cxii. 10. It was wel/ done to let Ifrael’ 
go, and what they would have reflected upon with comfort, if 
they had done it from an honeft principle; but doing it by 
conftraint, they called themfelves a thoufand fools for doing ity. 
and. paflionately wifh it undone again. Note, It is a very: 
common thing, but a very ill thing, for people to repent of 
their good deeds: Their juftice and charity, and even their 
repentance is repented of. See an in{tance fomewhat like this, , 
Jer. xxxiv. 10. . 
[2.] He refolves, if pofible, either to reduce them, or be> 
revenged on them. In order to that,-he levies an army 5. 
mutters all his force of chariots and horfemen, (ver. 17, 18.) 
(for it fhould feem he took no foot with him, becaufe the king’s- 
bufinefs required hafte;) and thus he doubts not but to re-in= 
flave them, ver. 6, 7. It is eafy to imagine what:a tofs Pha- 
raoh was now. in, roaring like a lien difappointed of his prey 3- 
how his proud heart aggravated: the affront, fwelled with in-. 
dignation, {corned to be baffled, longed to be revenged: And* 
now all the plagues are as if they had never been; he has. 
quite forgot the forrowful funerals of his-frf-born; he caw 
think of nothing but making Ifrael feel his refentments : Now: 
he thinks he can be too. hard for God. himfelf ; for otherwifé 
he cannot imagine how he fhould conquer a people fo dear to 
him. God gave him up to thefe paffions of his own heart, . 
and fo. hardened it. It is faid; ver. 8. the children of Ifrael’ 
went out with an high hand; i. e. with a great deal of cou 
rage and bravery, triumphing in their enlargement, and refol- 
ved to break through the. difftculties that lay.in their way. . 
But the Egyptians purfued after them, ver. 9: Note, Thofe 
that in good earne(t fet their faces heaven-ward, and w2// hve | 
godly in Chrift Fefus, mutt expect to be fet upon by Satan’s . 
temptations and terrors. He will not tamely part with any» 
aut of his fervice, nor go out without.raging, Mark ix. 36. — 


10 | And when: Pharaoh diew nigh, the- 


they were fore afraid: and the children of If 
rael cried out unto the Lorp. 11 And they- 
faid unto Mofes, Becaufe there were no graves: 
in Egypt, haft thou taken us away to die in the. 
wildernefs? Wherefore haft thou dealt thus. 
with us, to carry us.forth out of Egypt? 12 Js 
not this the word. that we did tell thee in E-. 
gypt, faying, Let us alone, that- we may ferve 


to ferve the Egyptians, than that we:fhould die 
in the wildernels. 13 4] And Mofes faid unto. 
the people, Fear ye not, ftand fill, and fee the- 
falvation: of the Lorp, which he will fhew. to 
you to-day: for the Egyptians whom. ye have- 
feen to-day, ye fhall fee them again no more: 

a, for 


Chap. XIV. as! 


for ever. 14 The Lorp fhall fight for you, and 
ye fhall hold your peace. 

Here is, Fir/?, The fright that the children of Ifrael were 
in when they perceived that Pharaoh purfued them, ver. ro. 
They knew very well the ftrength and rage of the enemy, and 
their own-weaknefs. Numerous indeed they were; but all 
foot, unarmed, undifciplined, difquieted by long fervitude, and 
(which was worft of all) now pent up by the fitvation of their 
camp, fo that they could not make their efcape. On one 
hand was Pi-hahiroth, a range of craggy rocks unpaffable ; on 
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before them was the fea, behind them were the Egyptians : 
So that there was no way open for them but wowards; and 
thence their deliverance came. Note, We may be in the way 
of our duty, following God, and. haftening towards heaven ; 
and yet may be in great ftraits, troubled on every fide, 2 Cor- 
iv. &. 

In this diftrefs, no marvel they were fore efraid, their fa- 
ther Jacob: was fo in a like cafe, Gen. xxxll. 7. When 
without are fightings, it cannot be otherwife but that wathin 
are fears; what therefore was the fruit of this fear ! Accord- 
‘ing as that was, the fear was good or evil. 

ft. } Some of them erzd out unto the Lord. 
fet them a-praying, and that was a good effect of it. 
brings us into ftraits, that he may bring us to our knees. 

~{2..] Others of them cried out againf? Mofes, ver. t1, 12. 
Their fear fet them a-murmuring. They gave up themfelves 
for loft; andas if God’s arm were fhortened all of a fudden, 
and he were not as able to work miracles to-day as he was 
yefterday, they defpair of deliverance, and can count upon no- 
thing but dyng in the wildernefs. How inexcufable was 
their diftruft? Did they not fee themfelves under the condué& 
and protection of a pillar from heaven? And can Almighty 
Power fail them, or Infinite goodnefs be falfe to them? Yet 
this was not the worft: They quarrel with Mofes for bring- 
ing them out of Egypt; and in quarrelling. with him, fly in 
the face of God himfelf, and provoke him to wrath, whofe fa- 
vour was now the only fuccour they had to flee to. As the 
Egyptians were angry at themfelves for the beft deed they e- 
ver did, fo the Ifraelites were angry at God for the greateft 
kindnefs that was ever done them; fo grofs are the abfurdities 
of unbelief! They here exprefs, 1. A fordid contempt of li. 
berty ; preferring fervitude before it, only becaufe it was attend- 
ed with fome difficulties. A generous fpirit would have faid, 

_ If the worft come fo the worft, (as we fay,) it is better to die 
in the bed of honour than live in the chains of flavery: Nay, 
under God’s conduét, they could not mifcarry ; and therefore 
they might fay, Better live God’s free men in the open air of 
a wildernefs, than, the Egyptians bondmen m the fmoke of 
the brick-kilns :; But becaufe for the prefent they are a little 
embarraffed, they are angry that they were nat left burted a- 
five in the houfe of bondage. 2. Bafe ingratitude to Mofes, 
who had beem the faithful inftrument of their deliverance. 
They condemn him, as if he had dealt hardly and unkindly 
with them ; whereas it was evident, beyond difpute, that what- 
ever he did, and however. it iffved, it was by direction from 
their God, and with defign for their good. What they had 
faid in a former paflion, when they hearkened not to Mofes 
for angui/b of fpirit, they repeat and juftify in this, We faid 
in Egypt, Let us alone: And it was ill faid ; yet more excu- 
fable, becaufe then they had not had fo much experience as 
they had now of God’s ‘wonderful appearances in their favours. 
But they had as foon forgot the miracles of mercy as the E- 
gyptians had forgot the miracles of wrath; and they, as well 
as the Egyptians hardened their hearts at laf to their own 


Their fear 
God 


EXODUS. 


the other hand were Migdol, and Baal-zephon, which fome ‘ 
think were forts and garrifons upon the frontiers of Egypt; 
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ruin: As Egypt after ten plagues, fo Ifrael after ten srovoca- 
tions (of which this. was the firft) Numb. xiv. 22. wete fen- 
tenced to die in the wildernefs. 

Secondly, The feafonable encouragement that Mofes gave 
them in this diftrefs, ver. 13, 14. He anfwered not thefe 
fools according to their folly: God bore with the provo- 
cation. they gave to him, and did not, as he might juftly have 
done, chufe their deluftons, and bring their fears upon them; 
and therefore Mofes might well afford to pafs by the affront 
they put upon him. Inftead of chiding them, he comforts 
them ; and with an admirable prefence and compofure of mind, 
not difheartened either by the threatenings of Egypt, or the 
tremblings of Ifrael, ftills their murmuring with the affurance 
of a fpeedy and complete deliverance: Fear ye not. Note, It , 


- is our duty and intere{t, when we cannot get out of our trou- 


bles, yet to get above our fears, fo as that they may only ferve 
to quicken our prayers and endeavours, but may not prevail to 
filence our faith and hope. 

[1.] He affures them that God would deliver them, That 
he would undertake their deliverance, The Lord fights for 
you; and that he would efeé? it, in the utter ruin of their pur- 
fuers. This Mofes was confident of himfelf, and would have 
them to be fo, though as yet he knew. not how or which way 
it would be brought to pafs. God had affured him thatiPha-. 
raoh and his hoft fhould be ruined, and he comforts them with 
the /ame comforts where-with he had been comforted. 

[2.] He direéts them to leave it to Gad in a filent expec-: 
tation of the event: Stand /ril/, and think not to fave your- 
felves. éither by fighting or flying; wait God’s orders, and 
obferve them ; be not contriving what courfe to take, but fol- 
low your leader; wazt God’s appearances, and take notice 
of them, that you may fee what fools you are to di(truft 
him. Compofe yourfelves by an entire confidence in God, 
into a peaceful profpeét of the great /a/vation God is. 
now about to work for you: Hold your peace; you need not 
fo much as give a /hout again{t the enemy, (as Jofh. vi. 16.) 
the work fhall be done without any concurrence of yours. 
Note, 1. If God himfelf bring his people into ftraits, he will 
himfelf find owt a way to bring them out again. 2.-In times 
of great difficulty and great expedtation, it is our wifdom to: 
keep our fpirits calm, quiet, and fedate ; for then we are in the. 
belt frame both to do our own work, and to confider the work 
of God. Your firengrh 1s to fit fill, (Ifa. xxx. 7.); for the 
Egyptians /hall help in vain, and threaten to hurt in vain. 


15 4 And the Logp faid unto Mofes, Where- 
fore crieft thou unto me? Speak unto the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, that they go forward. 16 But 
lift thou up thy rod, and ftretch out thine hand 
over the fea, and divide it: and the children of 
Ifrael fhall go on dry-ground through the midft. 
of the fea.. 17 And I, behold [ will harden the 
hearts of the Egyptians, and they fhall follow 
them: and J will get me honour upon Pharaoh, 
and upon all his hoft, upon his chariots, and 
upon his horfemen. 18 And the Egyptians fhall. 
know that I am the Lorn, when I have gotten 
me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, 
and upon his horfemen. 19 {{[ And the angel 
af God, which went before the camp of Ifrael,. 
removed and went behind them; and the pil- 
lar of the cloud went from before their face, 
and ftood behind them. 20 And. it came be- 

tween 
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‘tween the camp of the Egyptians, and. the 
camp of Ifrael; and it was a cloud and dark- 
nefs to them, but it gave light by night to the/e: 
fo that the one came not near the ‘other all the 
night. 

Here is, Fir/f, Diredtion given to Lrael’s leader, 


Cr.] What he mu{t do himfelf: He muft for the prefent 


leave off praying, and apply himfelf to his bufinefs, ver. 15. 
Whercfore crieft thou unto me ? Mofes, though he was affu- 
red of a good .iffue to the prefent diftrefs, yet did not negleét 

rayer.' We read not of one word he faid in prayer; but he 
Lifted up his heart to God; the language of-which God well 
-underftood, and took notice of. “Mofes’ filent prayers of faith 
prevailed more with God, than [frael’s loud outcries of fear, 
ver. 19. Note, 4. Praying, if it be right, is eryeng to Gods 
which fpeaks it the language both of a natural, ‘and of an im- 
‘portunate defire. .2. There may be true crying to God by 
prayer, where the voice is not heard; as Hannah’s, 1 Sam. i. 
13. But is God difpleafed with Mofes for praying ? No; he 
afks this queftion, Wherefore criefi thou unto me? (1.) To 
fatisfy his faith. ‘Wherefore fhouldeft thou prefs thy petition 
any further, when it is already granted? enough is faid ; {peak 
no more ofthis matter: J have accepted thy prayer; fo the 
Chaldee explains it. -{2.) To quicken his diligence. Mofes 
has fomething elfe to do befides praying; he is to command 
‘the hofts of Ifrael, and it was now. requifite he fhould be at 
his poft. “Every thing is beautiful in its feafon. 

[2.] What he muft order Ifrael to'do: Speak to them, 
-that they.go forward. Some think, Mofes had prayed not 
fo much for their deliverance, he was affured of that; as for 
‘the pardon of their murmurings, and God’s ordering them to 
go forward was an intimation of the pardon. 
ward with any comfort, but in the fenfe of our reconciliation 
:-to God. Mofes bid them /ffand /iil/ and expe& orders from 
God, and now orders are given. ‘They thought they mutt 
have been directed either to the right-hand or to the left: No 

faith God, fpéak to them to go forward, direétly to the fea- 
fide; as if there had lain a fleet of tranfport-fhips ready for 
them to embark in. Note, When we are in the way of our 
duty, though we meet with difficulties we muftago forward, 


and not ftand at a gaze; mind prefent work, and then leave | 


the event to God, ufe means, and truft him with the iffue. 
[3:] What he might expect God to do: Let the children 
ef Ifrael g0 as far as they can upon dry ground, and then 
God will divide the fea, and open a paflage for them through 
it, ver. 16,—18. God defigns not only to deliver the If 
raelites, but to deftroy the Egyptians: and the plan of his 
eounfels is accordingly. (1.) He will jew favour to Ifrael : 
- “The waters fhall be divided for them to pafs through, ver. 16. 
‘The fame power could haye congealed the waters for them to 
pays over; but Infinite Wifdom chofe rather to divide the wa- 
ters for them to pa/s through, for that way of falvation is al- 
ways pitched upon which is moft bumbling. . Thus it is faid 
. with reference to this, Ha. xii. 13,14. He led them through 
the deep, as a beaft goes down into the valley, and thus made 
 bimfelf an everlafting name. (2) He will get him honour 
upon Pharaoh. If the due rent of honour bé not paid to the 
great Landlord, by and from whom we have and hold our 
beings and comforts, he -will di/fraim for it, and recover it. 

God will be a lofer by no man. 

In order to this, it is threatened, ver. 17. I, behold, I will 
harden Pharaoh's beart. The manner of expreffion is ob- 
fervable : J, bebold, I will do it. ‘ I that may do it 3” fo it 


is the language of his fovereignty: We may not contribute to — 
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the hardening of any man’s heart, nor with-hold:any thing that. 


we can do towards the foftening of it; but God's grace is his 
own, he bath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom 
he will he hardeneth. “ 1 thdt camado its” fo itis the lan- 


guage of his power: None but she} Almighty can make the, 


heart foft, Job xxiii. 16.3 nor can any-but he make it hard. 
“ 7 that wil/ do it;” for it is the language of his jufice: It 
is a righteous thing with God to put thofe under the impref- 
fions of his wrath, that have long refifted the influences of his 
grace. Lt is fpoken ih a way of triumph over this obftinate 
and prefumptuous rebel: *¢ J, even J, will take an effectual 
courfe to humble him: He fhall éreat, that would not dend.’” 
It is an expreflion like that, Ifa. i. 24. 4h, I will eafe me 
of mine adverfaries. 

Secondly, A guard fet upon Ifrael's camp, there where it 
now Jay molt expofed, which was 7a the rear, ver. 19, 20» 
The angel of God, whofe miniftry was made ufe of in the pil- 
lar of cloud and fire, went from before the eamp of Lfrael, 


where the did not now need a guide, there was no. danger or 
miffing their way through the fea, nor needed they any other - 


word of command but to go forward; and it came behind 
them, where now they needed a guard, the Egyptians being 
jut ready to feize the hindermoff of them; and fo was a wall: 
of partition between them. There it was of ufe to the Ifrael- 
ites, not only to protect them, but to 4ght them through the 
fea; and at the fame time it confounded the Egyptians, fo 
that they loft fight of their prey, jult then when they .were 
ready to lay hands on it. The word and providence of God 
have a black and dark fide towards fin and finners, but a 
bright and pleafant fide towards thofe that are Ifraelites indeed. 
That which is a favour of life unto life to fome, is a favour of 
death unto death to others. ‘Thiswas not the firft time that 
he who in the beginning divided between light and darknefs, 


(Gen. 1. 4.) and ftill forms both, (a. xlv. 7,) had at the 
‘fame time allotted daréwe/s to the Egyptians, and ight to the 


Ifraelites ; a fpecimen of the endlefs diftin@ion which will be 
made between the inheritance of the faints in light, and that 
utter darknefs which will be the portion of hypocrites. Now 


_ and for ever God will /eparate between the precious and the 


vile. 

21 And Mofes ftretched out his hand over 
the fea, and the Lorp caufed the fea to go back 
by a ftrong eaft-wind all that night, and made 
the fea dry land, and the waters were’ divided. 
22 And the children of Ifrael went into the 
midit of the fea upon the dry ground: and the 
waters were a wall unto them on their right- 
hand, and on their left. 
tians purfued and went in after them,.to the 


midft of the fea, even all Pharaoh’s horfes, his | 


chariots, and his horfemen. 24 And it came to 
pafs, that in the morning-watch, the Lorp look- 
ed unto the hoft of the Egyptians, through the 


pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the » 


hoft of the Egyptians, 25 And took off their 
Ghariot-wheels, that they drave them heavily : 
fo that the Egyptians faid, Let us flee from the 
face of Ifrael ; for the Lorn fighteth for them, 
again{t the Egyptians. 264 And the Lorp faid 


unto Mofes, Stretch out thine hand over the fea, © 


that the waters. may come again upon the E- 


gyptians, 


23 9 And the Egyp- 


\ 
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gyptians, upon their chariots, and upon ‘their 
horfemen, 27 And Mofes ftretched forth his 
hand over the fea, and the fea returned to his 
ftrength, when the morning appeared, and the 
Egyptians fled againft it: and the Lorp over- 
threw the Egyptians in the midft of the fea. 
28 And the waters returned and covered the 
chariots, and the horfemen, and all the hoft of 
Pharaoh that came into the fea after them: 
there remained not fo much as one of them. 
29 But the children of Ifrael walked upon dry 
land in the midft of the fea: and the waters 
were a wall unto them on their right-hand, and 
on their left. 30 Thus the Lorn faved Ifrael 
that day out of the hands of the Egyptians: and 
Ifrael faw the Egyptians dead upon. the fea- 
fhore. 31 And Ifrael faw that great work which. 
the Lorn did upon the Egyptians: and the peo- 
ple feared the Lorp, and believed the Lorp, 
and his fervant Mofes. - 


We have here the hiftory of that work of wonder which is 
fo often mentioned both in the Old and New ‘Teftament, the 
dividing of the Red-fea before the children of Ifrael.. it was 
the terror of the Canaanites, Jofh, ii. 10.3 the praife and tri- 
umph of the Ifraelites, Pfal. cxiv. 3.—cvi. 9.—cxxxvi. 13, 
14. “It was a type of baptifm, 1:Cor.x.1. Ifrael’s ‘paffage 
through it was typical of the converfion of fouls, Ifa. xi. 15.5 
and the Egyptians perdition in it was typical of the final ruin 
ef all impenttent finners, Rey. xx. 14. . Here is, 

Firft, An inftance of God’s almighty power in the kingdom 
of.nature,; in dividing the fea, and opening a paffage through 
the waters. It was a bay, or gulf, or arm of the fea, two or 
three leagues over, which was divided, ver. 21. The in/iituted 
fign made ufe of, was. Mofes’? frretching out his hand over it ; 

to fignify, that it was done in anfwer to-his prayer, for the 
confirmation of his miffion, and in favour to the people which 


heled.. Whe. natural fign was.a-/frong ea/swind; fignifying, - 


that it was done by the power of God, whom the winds and 
the feas obey. If there be any paflage in the book of Job 
which has reference to the miracles wrought for Ifrdel’s deli- 
verance out of Egypt, it is that, (Job xxvi. 12.) He divideth 
the fea with his power, and by his underftanding be fmit- 
eth through Rahab, (fo the word is,} that is, Egypt. Note, 


God can bring his people through the greateft difficulties, and. 


force a way where he doth not find it. The God of nature 
has not tied himfelf to its laws, but when he pleafes difpen- 


feth with.them,- and then the fire doth not burn, nor the wa-. 


ter flow. 

Secondly, An. inftance of his wonderful favour tothis /rae/, 
They went through the fea to the oppofite fhore, ver. 22. (I 
eannot but. think they did fo, and not.as fome do, that they 
fetched a compafs, and came out again on: the fame’-fide. ) 
They walked upon dry land in the midft of the fea, ver, 29. 
And the pillar.of cloud, shat glory of the Lord, being their 


rere-ward, (Ifa, lviti. 8.) that the Egyptians might not-charge- 


them in the flank, the waters were a wall. to them (it is 
twice mentioned). 0” their right-hand and on their left.’ Mo- 


fes and Aaron, it is likely, ventured fir{t into this. untrodden - 


path, and then all Ufrael after them ; and this march through 
the paths of the great waters would make their march after- 
wards through the wildernefs lefs formidable... They needed 
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not fear to follow God any whith@r, that had followed him 
through the fea. ‘This march through the fea was in the night, 
and not a moon-fhine night, for it was feven days after the 
full moon, fo that they had no light but what they had from 
the pillar of cloud and fire. his made it the more awful: 
But where God éeads us, he will ight ws; while we follow 
his condu&, we fhall not want his comforts. 


_- ‘This was done and recorded for thé encouragement of God's. 
people, in all ages, to truft in him in the greateft ftraits. What ° 


cannot he do that did this?) What will he not do for thofe that 
fear and love him, who did this for thefe: murmuring, unbelie- 
ving H{raelites, who yet were beloved for the father’s fake, 
and for the fake ofa remaant among them? We find the faints 
long after making themfelves fharers in the triumphs of this 
march, Pfal. Ixvi. 6. They went through the flood on foot ; 
there did we rejoice in him. And fee how this work of won- 
der is improved, Pfal. Ixxviin t1, 16, 19% 

Third/y, An inftance of his jaft and righteous wrath upon 
his and his people’s enemies, the Egyptians. Obferve here, 


‘291, 


[1.] How they were infatuated). Inthe heat of their pur-- 


fuit they wet za after the Ifraclites into the midft of the fea, 


ver, 23... THey thought, why might they not venture where 


Hrael did? ‘Once or twice the magicians of Egypt had done. 
’ what Moles did with their inchantments ; Pharaoh remember.) - 


ed that, but forgot how they were nonpluffed at laft. They 


were more advantageoufly provided with chariots and horfes, 


while the Ifraelrtes were on foot: Pharaoh had faidy / dnow 
not the Lord; and by this it appeared he did not, elfe he 
would not have ventured. thus. None fo-do/d as thofe that are 


blind, Rage again{t Ifrael made them thus daring and incon-- 


fiderate ; They had long hardened their own hearts; and now 
God-hardened thém to their ruin, and hid from their eyes the 
things that belonged to their peace and fafety. Suré/y im vain 
1s the net fpread in the fight of any bird, Prov... 27.3 yet fo 
blind'were the Egyptians, that they baffled to the /nare, Prov, 


vii, 23. Note, The ruin of finners is brought on by their own ° 


, 


prefumption, which hurries them headlong into the pit. They / 


are felf-deftroyers. 
_[2.] How they were troubled and: perplexed, ‘ver. 24, 25. 


For fome hours they marched through the divided waters as. 


fafely and triumphantly as Ifrael did, not doubting but in a little 
time to gain their point. But 1a the morning-watch, the Lord 
looked upon the hoft of the Egyptians, and troubled them. 
Something or other they faw or heard from the pillar of cloud 
and fire which put‘them into a mighty, con{ternation, and gave 
them a fight of their ruin Before it was- brought upon them. 
Now it appeared that the triumphing of the wicked 1s fort; 


and that God has ways.to frighten finners into defpair, before 


he plungeth them into deftru€tion. He cuts off the fpirit of 


princes, and ts terrible to the kings of the earth. (1.) They © 
had heétored and boafted, as if the day were their own; but. : 
now they were ¢roubled and difmayed, ftruck witha panic » 


fear. (2.) They had driven furiou/ly; but. now they drove 
heavily, and found. themfelves plunged and embarraffed at eve- 


ry: {tep ; the way grew deep, their hearts grew fad, their wheels . 


dropt off, and the axletrees failed. 


had been flying upon-the back of [frael, as the hawk upon the 


Thus can God check the » 
violence of thofe. that are in-purfuit-of his people... (3.) They » 


trembling dove ; but now they cried, Ler.us flee from the face ° 


“of Ifrael, which is becomé to them ke a torch of fire ina 
| Jbeaf, Zech. xii. 6.» Tfrael. is now all of a fudden become as * 


much a terror to. them as they. had been to Ifrael. They 
might have let Ifrael alone,.and would not; now they would 
flee from the face of -Iftael, and cannot. 
convinced, till it is too late, that thofe who meddle with God’s 


people, meddle to-their own hurt; When the Lord fhall.come .~ 
4 Withs 


Men: will not be : 


242 ; Exo DU 5. 


with ten thoufands of his faints to execute judgment, the migh- 
ty men will in vain feek to fhelter themfelves under rocks and 
mountains from the face of I/rael, and Ifrael’s King, Rev. 
vie 16. Compare with this ftory, Job xxvii. 20, &e. 

[3-] How they were all drowned. As foon as ever the 
children of Ifrael were got fafe to the fhore, Mofes was order- 


ed to firetch out his hand over the fea, and thereby give a | 


fignal to the waters to c/o/e again, as before upon the word of 
command they had opened to the right and to the (eft, ver. 
26. He did fo, and immediately the waters returned to their 
place, and oyerwhelmed all the hoft of the Egyptians, ver. 27, 
28. © Pharaoh and his fervants, that had hardened one another 
in fin, now fell together, and: not one efcaped. Arn ancient 


tradition faith, That Pharaoh’s magicians, Jannes and Jambres, » 
perifhed with the reft; as Balaam with the Midianites whom | 
And now, (1.) God re- . 


he had feduced, Numb. xxxi. 8. 
venged upon the Egyptians the blood of the firlt-born whom 


they had drowned ; and the principal is repaid with intereft; _ 


, it is recompenfed double, full-grown Egyptians for new-born 
Ifraelites ; and the Lord is righteous ; precious is his people’s 
blood in his fight, Pfal. Ixxit. 14. (2.) God reckoned with 
Pharaoh for all his proud and infolent carriage towards Mofes, 
kis ambaflador. Mocking the meflengers of the Lord, and 
playing the fool with them, brings ruin without remedy. Now 
God got him honour upon Pharaoh, looking upon that proud 
man and abafing him, Job xl. 12. Come and fee the defola- 
tions he made, and write it, not in water, but with an iron-pen 


in the rock for ever, Here lies that bloody tyrant that bid de- 


_fiance to his Maker, to his demands, threatenings, and judg- 
' ments ; a rebel to God, and a flave to his own barbarous paf- 
fions ; perfeétly loft to humanity, virtue, and all true honour ; 
- here he lies buried in the deep, a perpetual monument of di- 
vine juftice : Here he went down to the pit, though he was the 
terror of the mighty in the land of the living. - This is Pha- 
raoh and all his multitude, Ezek. xxxt. 18. . 

Laftly, Here is the notice which the Ifraelites took of this 
wonderful work God wrought for them, and the good impref- 
fions it made upon them for the prefent. 

1. They /aw the Egyptians dead upon the fands, ver. 30. 
Providence fo ordered it, that the next tide threw up the dead 
bodies, (1.) For the great difgrace of the Egyptians. Now 
the beafts and birds of prey were called to ear the flesh of 
captains and mighty men, Rey. xix. 17,18. The Egyptians 
were very nice and curious in embalming and preferving the 
bodies of their great men, but here the utmoft contempt is 
poured upon all the grandees of Egypt; fee how they lie, 
heaps upon heaps, as dung upon the face of the earth. (2.) 
For the greater triumph of the Lfraelites, and to affeét them 
the more with their deliverance, for the eye affe@ts the heart. 
See Ifa. Ixvi. 24. They /hall go forth, and look upon the 
carcafes of the.men that have tranfgreffed againfi me. Pro- 
bably they {tripped the flain, and having borrowed the jewels 
of their neighbours before, which (the Egyptians having by 
this hoftile purfuit of them broke their faith with them) from 
henceforward they were not’ under any obligation to reftore, 
they now got arms from.them, which fome think they were 
not before provided with. ‘Thus when God broke the heads 
of leviathan in pieces, he gave him to be meat.to the people 
inhabiting the wilderne/s, Pfal. Ixxiv. 14. - 

2. The fight of this great work greatly affected them; and 
now they feared ihe Lord, and bcheved the Lord and ht: fer- 
vant Mcfes, ver. 31. Now they were afhamed of their dif- 
tru{ts and murmurings ; and in the good mind they were in, 
they would never again defpair of help from heaven, no, not 
in the greateft ftraits; they would never again quarrel with 
Mofes, nor talk of returning to Egypt. They were now bap- 
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tized to Mofes in the fea, t Cor. x. 2. This great work 
which God wrought for thenmby the miniftry of Mofes, bound 
them, effe@tually to follow his condué under God. This con- 
firmed their faith in the promifes that were yet to be fulfilled, 


| and being brought thus triumphantly out of Egypt, they did 


not doubt but to be in Canaan fhortly, having fuch a God to 
tru(t to, and fuch a Mediator between them and him. O that 
there had been fuch a heart in them as now there feemed to 
be! Senfible mercies, when they are frefh, make fenfible im- 
preffions ; but with many they wear off prefently: While they 
fee God’s works, and feel the benefit of them, they fear hina 
and truft in him; but they foon forget his works, and thea 
they flight him. How well were it for us if we were always 
in as good a frame as we are in fometimes! 


LAO Re eV ” 

In this chapter, 1. Ifrael looks back upon Egypt with a‘fong 
of praife for their deliverance. Here is, (1.) The fong 
ufelf, ver. S519. (2.) The folemn finging of it, ver. 20s 
-2%— II. Ifrael marches forward in the wilderne/s, ver. 
22.: And there, (1.) Their difcontent at the waters of 
Marah, ver.23, 24.3; and the relief granted them, ver. 
25,26. (2.) Their fatisfacion in the waters of Elim, 


ver. 276 

“HEN fang Mofes and the children of If- 
7 rael this fong unto the Lorp, and fpake, 
faying, I will fing unto the Lorp, for he hath 
triumphed glorioufly ; the horfe and his rider 
hath he thrown into the fea. 2 The Lorp is 
my ftrength and fong, and he is become my 
falvation: he 7s my God, and I will prepare him 


_an habitation; my fathers God, and I will ex- 


alt him. 3 The Lorp zs a man of war: the 
Lorp zs his name. 4 PHaraoh’s chariots and 
his hoft hath he caft into the fea: his chofen 
captains alfo are drowned in the Red-fea. 5 
The depths have covered them: they fank into 
the bottom as a ftone. 6 Thy right-hand, O 
Lorp, is become glorious in power: thy right- 
hand, O Lorn, hath dafhed in pieces the ene- 
my. 7 And in the greatnefs of thine excellen-— 
cy thou haft overthrown them that rofe-up a= ° 
gainft thee : thou fenteft forth thy wrath, which 
confumed them as ftubble. 8 And with the 
blaft of thy noftrils the waters were gathered 
together: the floods ftood upright as an heap, 
and the depths were congealed in the heart of 
the fea. go The enemy faid, I will purfue, I 
will overtake, I will divide the fpoil: my luft 
fhall be fatisfied upon them, I will draw my. 
fword, my hand fhall deftroy them. 10 Thou, 
didft blow with thy wind, the fea covered them: 
they fank as lead in the mighty waters. 11 - 
Who is like unto thee, O Lorn, amongft the - 
gods? who is like thee, glorious in holinefs, 
fearful im praifes, doing wonders? 12 Thou | 
ftretchedft out thy right-hand, the earth {wal-_ 
lowed them. 43 Thou in thy mercy haii led _ 
u . fotth 
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forth the people ‘wich thou hat redeemed : | 


thou haft guided them ity thy ftrength unto thy 


holy habitation,” 14 The people fhall hear, and. 


J 


be afraid : forrow. fhall take hold on the inha- 
bitants of Paleftina. 15 Then the dukes of E- 
dom fhall*be amazed ; the mighty men of Moab, 
trembling fhall take hold upon them: all the 
inhabitants of Canaan fhall melt away. 16 Fear 
and dread fhall.fall upon them, by the great- 
nefs of thine arm they fhall be as ftill asa f{tone: 
till thy people pafs over, O Lorp, till the peo- 
, ple pafs over which thou haft purchafed. 
Thou fhalt bring them in, and plant them in 
the mountain of thine inheritance, zn the place, 
O Lorn, which thou haft made for thee to dwell 
in: 7m the fanctuary, O Lorn, which thy hands 
have eftablifhed. 18 The Lor» fhall reign for 
ever and ever. 19 For the horfe of Pharaoh 
went in with his chariots, and with his horfe- 
men into the fea, and the Lorp brought again 
the waters of the fea upon them: but the chil- 
dren.of Ifrael went on dry-land in the mids of 
the fea. 20 And Miriam the propheteds, the 
fifter of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and 


all the women went*out after her, with tim- — 


brels, and with dances. 21 And Miriam an- 
{wered them, Sing ye to the Lorp, for he hath 
triumphed glorioufly ; the horfe and his rider 
hath he thrown into the fea. 


Having read how that complete victory of Ifrael over the 
Egyptians was obtained, here we are told how it was celebrated. 
They that were to hold their peace while the deliverance was 
in working, chap. xiv..14. mu{t not hold their peace now it 
was wrought ; the lefs they had to do then, the more they had 
to do now: If God accomplifh deliverance by his own im: 
mediate power, it redounds fo much the more to his glory. 
Mofes, no doubt, by divine infpiration, indited this fong, and 
delivered it to the children of Ifrael, to be fung before they 
ftirred from the place where they faw the Egyptians dead up- 
on the fhore. Obferve, 1/7, They expreffed their joy in God, 
and thankfulnefs to him, by j/mging: It is almc™ natural to 


us thus to give vent to our joy and the exultations of our fpirit. _ 


By this inftance, it appears that the finging of pfalms, as an act 
of religious worfhip, was ufed in the church of Chrift before 
the giving of the ceremonial law, therefore no part of it, nor 
abolifhed with it: Singing is as much the language of holy 
joy, as praying is of holy defire. 2dly, Mofes, that had gone 
before them through the fea, goes before them in the fong, and 
compofeth it for them. Note, Thofe that are active in public 
fervices, fhould not be neuters in :public praifes. 3dly, Then 
when the mercy was frefh, and they were much affected with 
it, then they fang this fong. Note, When we have received 
fpecial mercy from God, we ought to be quick and fpeedy in 
, our returns of praife to him, before time and the deceitfulnefs 
of our own hearts. lofe the good impreflions that have been 
David fang his triumphant fong in the day that the 
Lord delivered. him, 2 Sam. xxii. 1. Bis dat, qui cito dat. 
4thly, Then when they believed the Lord, chap. xiv. 31. then 
they fang this fong: It was a fong of faith: This connedtion 
Vou. I. 
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is obferved, Phat. CMs 12. Then beheved tley his: cvords ; they 
fang his praife. Vf qwith the heart man believes; thus confefion 
mutt be made. 

Here is, I. The fong itfelf: And it is, (1.) An ancient 
_ fong, the moft ancient that we know of. (2.) A moft admi- 
“rable compofure ; the ftyle lofty and magnificent, the images 

lively and proper, and the whole very moving. (3.) It is a 
holy fong confecrated to the honour of God, and intended to 
exalt his name, and celebrate his praife, and his only; not in 
the leaft to magnify any man: Holine/s to the Lord is engra- 
ven on it, and to him they made melody in the finging of it. 

(4.) It is a typical fong. The triumphs of the gofpel-churcl: 
in the downfal of its enemies, are exprefled in the fong of Mo- 
fes and the ong of the Lamb put together; and it is faid to be 
fung upon a fea of glafs, as this was upon the Red-fea, Rey. 
Va 23: 

Let us obferve what Mofes chiefly aims at in this fong. 

Firft, He gives glory to God, and triumphs in him: This 
is firft in his intention, ver. 1. / ewill fing unto the Lord. Note, 
all our joy muft terminate in God, and all our praifes be offer- 
ed up to him, the Father of Itghts and Father of mercies ; for 
he hath triumphed. Note, All that love God, triumph in his 
triumphs ; what is his honour, fhould be our joy. [frael re-~ 
joiceth in God, ver. 2. [1.] As their own God, and there- 
fore their frrength, fong, and falvation. Happy therefore the 
people whofe God is the Lord, they need no more to make 
them happy: They have work to do, temptations to grapple, 
with, and afflictions to bear, and are weak in themfelves ; but 
he ftrengthens them, his grace is their frength. “They are of- 
ten in forrow upon many accounts, but in him they have com- 
‘fort ; he is their fong : Sin, and death, and hell, threaten them ; 
but he is and will be their falvation: See Ifa. xii. 2. [[2.] 

As their fathers God. This they take notice of, becaufe, be- 
ing confcious to themfelves of their own unworthinefs and pro- 
vocations, they had reafon to think that what God had now 
done for them was for their fathers fake, Deut. iv. 37. Note, 

The children of the covenant ought to improve their fathers 
relation to God as their God, both for comfort, and caution, 
and quickening. [3.] Asa God of infinite power, ver. 3. The 
Lord is a man of war; i. e. well able to deal with all thofe 
that {trive with their Maker, and will certainly be too hard for 
them. [4.] Asa God of matchlefs and incomparable per-. 
fedtion, ver. 11. Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among ft the - 
gods ? This is pure praife, and a high expreflion of humble a- 
doration, It is, (1.) A challenge to all other gods to com- 
pare with him: Let them ftand forth and pretend their utmoft, 
none of them dare make the comparifon. . Epypt was netorious 
for the multitude of its gods ; but the God of the Hebrews was | 
too hard for them, and baffled them all, Numb. xxxit. 4. 
Deut. xxxii. 23, &c. The princes and potentates of the 
world are called gods ; but they are feeble and mortal, none of 
them all comparable to Jehovah, the Almighty and Eternal 

God, (2.) !t is a confeflion of his infinite perfection as tran- 
fcendant and unparalleled. Note, God is to be worfhipped 
and adored as a Being of fuch infinite perfection, that there. is 
none like him, nor any to be compared with hin}; as one that, 
in all things hath, and muft have, the pre-eminence, Pfal. 
Ixxxix. 6. More particularly, 1/7, He is glorious in holinefs : 
His holinefs is his glory; it is that attribate which angels a- 
dore, Ifa. vi. 3. His holinefs appeared: in the deftruétion of 
Pharaoh, his hatred of fin, and his wrath againft obftinate fin- - 
ners: It appeared in the deliverance of Ifrael, his delight in 
the holy feed, and his faithfulnefs to his own promife. .God 
is rich in mercy, that is his treafure ; glorious in holine/s, that is 
his honour. Let us always give thanks at the remembrance of 
his holinefs. 2dly, We is fearful in praifes: "That which is the 
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matter of our praife, though it be joyful to the fervants of God, 
is dreadful and very terrible to his enemies, Pfal. Ixvi. 1, 2, 3. 
Or it direéts us in the manner of our praifing God, with an 
humble holy awe ; ferve the Lord with fear: Even our fpi- 
ritual joy and triumph mutt be balanced with a’religious fear. 
gdly, He is doing wonders : Wondrous Zo all, being above the 
power and out of the common courfe of nature; efpecially won- 
drous /o ws, in whofe favours they were wrought, who-are fo 
unworthy that we had little reafon to expect them: They 
were wonders of power, and wonders of grace; in both, God 
was to be humbly adored, : 

Secondly, He defcribes the deliverance they were now tri- 
umphing in ; becaufe the fong was intended not only to exprefs 
and excite their thankfulnefs for the prefent, but to preferve 
and perpetuate the remembrance of this work of wonder to af- 

. ter ages. T'wo things were to be taken notice of, 

[1.] The deftrugiion of the enemy. The waters were 
divided, ver. 8. The floods /'cod upright as an heap. Pharaoh 
and all his hofts were buried in the waters: The hor/e and his 
rider could not efcape, ver. 1.3 the chariots, and the chofen 
captains, ver. 4. ‘They themfelves went into the fea, and 
there they were overwhelmed, ver. 19. The depths, the fea, 
sovered them, and the proud waters went over the proud fin- 
ners 3 they fank like a frone, like lead, (ver..5, 10.) under the 
weight of their own guilt and God’s wrath. Their fin had 
made them hard like a ftone, and now they juftly fink like a 
ftone, Nay, the earth itfelf /wallowed them, ver. 12.3 their 
dead bodies funk into the fands upon which they were thrown up, 
which fucked themin. Thofe whom the Creator fights again{t, 
the whole creation is at war with. All this was the Lord’s 
doing, and his only. It was an act of his power: Thy right- 
band, O Lord, not ours, ‘has dafbed in pieces the enemy, ver. 6. 


lt was with the blaf? of thy noftrils, ver. 8.; and thy wind, ver. 


10.3 and the /rretching out of thy right-hand, ver.12. It was 
an\inftance of his tranfcendent power, ver. 7. Jn the greatuefs 
of thine excellency. And it was the execution of his juftice: 
Thou fenteft forth thy wrath, ver. 7. And that -which made 
this deftruction of the Egyptians the more remarkable, was 
their pride and infolence, and ftrange affurance of fuccefs, ver. 
g. The enemy faid, I will purfue. Here is, (1.) Great con- 
fidence: When they pur/ue, they do not queftion but to over- 
take ; and when they overtake, they do not queftion but to 
overcome, to obtain fo clear a victory as to divide the fpoil. 
Note, It is common for men to be moft elevated with the hopes 
of fuccefs then when they are upon the brink of ruin ; which 
raakes their ruin fo much: the forer: See Ifa. xxxvii. 24, 25. 
(2.) Great cruelty: Nothing but killing, and flaying, and de- 
{troying ; and this will fatisfy bis luff; and a barbarous luit 
that is, which fo much blood mutt be the fatisfaétion of. Note, 
Tt is a cruel hatred with which the church is hated; its ene- 
mies are bloody men. This is taken notice of here to thew, 
tr That God refilts the proud, and delights to humble thofe 
that lift up themfelves: He that faith, J will, and J will, whe- 
ther God will or no, thall be made to know, That wherein:he 
deals proudly, God is above him. 2. That thofe that thirft 
for blood fhall haye enough. of it. They that love to be de- 
frroying thall be deftroyed; for we know who hath faid, Ven- 
geance is mine, [-will repay. ; 
{2.] The protefion and conduct of Ifrael, ver. 13. Thou in 
thy mercy haft led forth the people; \ed them forth out of the bon- 
dage of Egypt, led them forth out of the perils of the Red-fea, 
ver. 19. But the children of Ifrael went on dry-land. Note, The 
deftrudion of the wicked ferves fora foil to fet off the falvation 
of Ifrael, and to make it the more. illultrious, Ifa. Ixv. 13. 
Thirdly, He fets himfelf to improve this wonderful appear- 
ance of God for them, (1.) For their quickening to ferve 
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them to thy holy habitation. 
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God: In confideration of this, (ver. 2.) J will prepare him an 
habitation, God having preferved them, and prepared a covert 
for them, under which they had been fafe and eafy, they re- 
folve to fpare no coft or pains for the ereting of a tabernacle 
to his honour ; and there they will exa/t him, and mention to 
God had. 
now exalted them, making them great and high ; and therefore 
they will exalt him, by /peaking him great and high. Note, 
Our conftant endeavour fhould be, by praifing his name, and 
ferving his interefts, to exalt God; and it is an advancement 
to us to be fo employed. (2.) For their encouragement to 
truft in God: So confident is this pfalmift of the happy iflue 
of the falvation which was fo glorioufly begun, that he looks 
upon it as in effe& finifhed already, ver. 13. Thou haff guided 
‘Thou haft thus put them into the 
way-to it, and wilt in due time bring them to the end of that 
way ; for God’s work is perfe&t: Or, Thou haf? guided them 
to attend thy holy habitation in heaven with their praifes. 
Note, Thofe whom God takes under his conduct he will guide 
to his holy habitation, in faith now, and in fruition fhortly. 

Two ways this great deliverance was encouraging. 

1. It was fuch an inftance of God’s power, as would terrify 
their enemies, and quite difhearten them, ver. 14,—16. ‘The 
very tidings, @f the overthrow of the Egyptians would be more 
than half the overthrow of all their other enemies; it would 
fink their fpirits, and that would go far towards the finking of 
their powers and intere{ts ; the Philiftines, Moabites, Edom- 
ites, and Canaanites, (with each of which nations Ifrael was te 
grapple,) would be alarmed by it, would be quite difpirited, - 
and would conclude it was in vain to fight againft Ifrael when 
a God of fuch power fought for thera. It had this effect; 
The Edomites were afraid of them, Deut. it. 4. ; fo were the 
Moabites, Numb. xxii. 3. and the Canaanites, Jofh. it. 9, 10. 
—y. 1. Thus God fent his fear before them, Exod. xxiii. 
27. and cut off the {pirit of princes. 

2. It was fuch a beginning of God’s favour to them, as gave 
them an earneft of the perfeétion of his kindnefs. This was 
but in order to fomething further, ver. 17. Thou /balt bring 


_them in: Tfhe thus bring them out of Egypt, notwithitanding 


their unworthinefs, and the difficulties that lay in the way of 
their efcape, doubtlefs he will bring them into Canaan; for has 
he begun, fo begun, and’ will he not make an end? Note, Our 
experiences of God’s power and favour fhould be improved for 
the fupport of our expectations, Thou ha/f, therefore not only 
thou canft, but we truft shew wilt, is good arguing. Obferve, 
Thou wilt plant them in the place which thou haft made for thee 
to dwell in. Note, It is good dwelling where God dwells; 
in his church on earth, Pfal. xxvii. 4.3 in his church in hea- 
ven, John xvii. 24.: Where he faith, “ This is my reft for 
ever,” we fhould fay, “ Let it be ours.” 

Laflly, The great ground of the encouragement which they 
draw from this work of wonder is, ver. 18. The Lord fhalt 
reign for ever and ever. They had now feen an end of Pha-- 
rach’s reign ; but-time itfelf {hall not put a period to Jehovah’s. - 
reign, which, like himfelf, is eternal, and not fubject to change. 
Note, It is the unfpeakable comfort of all God’s faithful fub- 
jects, not only that he doth reign univerfaly, and with an-un- 
contettable fovereignty ; but that he will reign eternally, and 
there fhall be no end of his dominion. ae ‘ 

IT. The folemn finging of this fong, ver. 20, 21. Miriam 
(or Mary, it is the fame name) prefided in an aflembly of the 
women, who (according to the foftnefs of their fex, and the 
common wage of thofe times for expreffing joy with timbrels. 
and dances) fung this fong. Mofes led the pfalm, and gave it 
out for the men, and then, Miriam for the women. Famous 


"victories were wont to be applauded by the daughters of Ifrael, 


1 Sam. 
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x Sam. xviii. 6, 7.3; fo was this. When God brought Ifrael 
out of Egypt,iit is faid, Mic. vi. 4. He fent before them Mofes, 
Aaron, and Miriam; though we read not of any thing re- 
markable that Miriam did but this. But thofe are to be rec- 
koned great bleflings to a people, that aflilt them, and go before 
them in praifing God. . : 

22 So Mofes: brought Ifrael from the Red- 
fea, and they went out into the wildernefs of 
Shur: and they went three days in the wilder- 
nefs, and found no water. 23 4 And when 
they came to Marah, they could not drink of 
the waters of Marah, for they were bitter: 
‘therefore the name of it was called Marah. 24 
And the people murmured againft Mofes, fay- 
“ing, What fhall we drink? 25 And he cried 
unto the Lorp, and the Lorp fhewed him a 
tree, which when he had caft into the waters, 


the’ waters were made fweet: there he made: 


for them a ftatute and an ordinance, and there 
he proved them, 26 And faid, If thou wilt dili- 
gently hearken to the voice of the-Lorp thy 
God, and wilt do that which is right in his 
fight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, 
and keep. all his ftatutes; I will put none of 
thefe difeafes upon thee, which I have brought 
upon the Egyptians: for I am the Lorp that 
healeth thee. 27 { And they came to Elim, 
where were twelve wells of water, and three- 
fcore and ten palm-trees: and they encamped 
there by the waters. 


It fhould f{eem it was with fome difficulty that Mofes pre- 
vailed with Ifrael to leave that treumpbant shore on which 
they fang the foregoing fong. They were fo taken up, either 
with the fight, or with the fong, or with the {poiling of the 
dead bodies, that they cared not to go forward. But Mofes, 
with much ado, brought them from the Red-fea into a wilder- 
-nefs. The pleafures of our way to Canaan muft not retard 
-our progrefs, but quicken it, though we havea wildernefs before 
us. Now here we are told, _ 

Firf, That in the wildernefs of Shur they had mo water, 
yer. 22. This was a fore trial to the young travellers, and 
an allay to their joy. Thus God would train them up to dif 
ficulties. David, in a dry and thirfly land, where no water 
is, reaches forth towards God, Pfal. Ixiii. 1. 

Secondly, That at Marah they had water, but it was dit- 
ter ; fo that though they had been three days without water 


they could not drink it, either becaufe it was extremely un- 


pleafant to the tafte, or was ‘likely to be prejudicial to their 


health, or was fo brackifh that it rather increafed their thirft\ 


than quenched it, ver. 23. Note, God can embitter that to 
us which we promife ourfelves moft fatisfaction from ; and of- 
fen doth fo in the wildernefs of this world, that our wants and 
difappointments in the creature may drive us to-the Creator, 
in whofe favour alone true comfort is to be had. Now, in 
this diftrefs, (1.} The people fretted and quarrelled with Mo- 
fes, as if he had done ill by them: What foall we drink ? is 
all their clamour, ver. 24. Note, The greateft joys and hopes 
are foon turned into the greateft griefs and fears with them that 
live by fenfe only, and not by faith. (2.) Mofes prayed, ver. 
25. He cried wnto the Lord. The complaints which they 
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brought to him, he brought to God; on whom, notwithftand- 
ing his elevation, he owned a conftant dependarice. Note, It 
is the greateft relief of the cares of magiftrates and. minifters, 
when thofe under their charge make them uneafy, that they 
may have recourfe to God by prayer ; he is the Guide of the 
church’s guides, and to the Chief Shepherd the under thep- 
(3.) God 
provided gracioufly for them: .He dire&ted Mofes to a tree, 
which he caf? into the waters; and all of a fudden they were 
made fweet. Some think this wood had a peculiar virtue in it 
for this purpofe, becaufe it is faid, God /hewed him the tree. 
God is to be acknowledged, not only in the creating of things 
ufeful for man, but in difcovering their nfefulnefs. Or perhaps 
this was only a fiyn, and not at all a means of the cure, no 
more than the brazen ferpent, or Elitha’s cafting one cruife full 
of falt into the waters of Jericho, Some make this tree typi-, 
cal of the crofs of Chrift ; which fweetens the bitter waters of 
affliction to all the faithful, and enables them to rejoice in tri- 
bulation. The Jews tradition is, That the wood of this tree 
was itfelf bitter, yet it fweetened the waters of Marah: The 
bitternefs of Chrift’s fufferings and death alters the property of 
ours. (4.) Upon this occafion, God came into terms with 
them, and plainly told them, now they were got clear of the 
Egyptians, and were entered into the wildernefs, they were 
upon their good behaviour; and.according as they carried them- 
felves, fo it would be ‘well or ill with them. There he made 
a flatute and an ordinance, and fettled matters with them: 
There he proved them; i.e. There he put them upon the trial, 
admitted them as probationers for his favour. In fhort, he 
tells them, ver..26. [1.] What he expeéted from them; and 
that was, in one word, obedience. They mutt diligently 
hearken to bis voice, and give ear to his commandments, that 
they might know their duty, and not tranfgrefs through igno- 
rance ; and they muft take care in every thing to do that which 
was right in God’s fight, and to keep all his flatutes. They 
muft not think, that now they were delivered from. their bon- 
dage in Egypt, they had no lord over them, but were their 
own matters; no, therefore they muft look upon themfelves as 
God’s fervants, becaufe he had loofed their bonds, Pfal. cxvi. 
16. Luke i. 74,75. [2.] What they might then expect 
from him: f will put none of thefe aifeafes upon thee; i.e. I 
will not bring upon thee any of the plagues of Egypt. This 
intimates, that if they were rebellious and difobedient, the very 
plagues which they had feen infli€ted upon their enemies fhould 
be brought upon them: So it is threatened, Deut. xxviii. 60. 
God’s judgments upon Egypt; as they were mercies to Ifrael, 
opening the way for their deliverance, fo they were warnings 
to Ifrael, and defigned to awe them into obedience. Let not 
the Ifraelites think, that becaufe God had thus highly honour- 
ed them in the great things he had done for them, and pro- 
claimed them to all the world his favourites, that therefore he 
would connive at their fins, and let them do as they would ; 
No, God is no refpeéer of perfons ; a rebellious Ifraelite fhall 
fare no better than a rebellious Egyptian ; and fo they found 
to their coft, before they got to Canaan. But if thou wilt be 
obedient, thou fhalt be fafe and happy. The threatening is im- 
plied only ; but the promife is exprefled, J am the Lord that 
healeth thee, and will take care of thy comfort wherever thou 
goeft. Note, God is the great Phyfician. 1f we be kept well, 
it is he that keeps us ; if we be made well, it is he that recoe 
versus: He is our life, and the length of our days. 

Thirdly, That at Elim they had good water, and enough of 
it, ver. 27. “Chough God may, for a time, order his. people 
to encamp by the waters. of Marah, yet that fhall not always — 
be their lot. See how changeable oyr condition is in this 
world; from better to worfe, from worfe to better: Let us 

Mm 2 therefore 


2790 


therefore learn both how to be abafed, and how to abound ; to 
rejoice, as thotigh we rejoiced not, when we are full; and to 
weep, as though we weeped not, when we are emptied. ; 
Here was for their fupply tqvelve wells, one for every tribe, 
that they might not ftrive for water, as their father$ had fome- 
times done ; and for their pleafure, feventy palm-trees, under 
the fhadow of which their great men might repofe themfelves. 
Note, God can find places of refreiliment for his people, even 
_in the wildernefs of this world, wells in the valley of Baca, left 
they fhould faint in their mind with a perpetual fatigue; yet 
whatever our delights may be in the land of our pilgrimage, 
we muft remember that we do but excamp by them for a time, 
for here we have no continuing city. 


Curia Pi’ RVI: 

This chapter gives an account of the vidtualling of the camp 
of Ifrael. 1. Their complaint for want of bread, ver. 1, 
—3. Il. The notice God gave them before-hand of the 
provifion be intended to make for them, ver.4,—12. III. 
The fending of the manna, ver. 13,—15. \V. The laws 
and orders concerning the manna. (1.) That they Joould 
gather it daily for their daily bread, ver. 16,~-21. (2+) 
That thy fhould gather a double portion on the fixth day, 
yer. 22,—26. (3.) That they /bould expect none on the 
feventh day, ver. 27,—31. 
Jerve a pot of it for a memorial, ver. 32. 


ND they took their journey from Elim, and 
A all the congregation of the children of If 
tae! came unto the wildernefs of Sin, which is 
between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day 


of the fecond month, after their departing out. 


of the land of Egypt. 2 And the whole con- 
gregation of the children of Ifrael murmured a- 
gainft Mofes and Aaron in the wildernefs. 3 
And the children of Hfrael faid unto them, 
Would to God we had died by the hand of the 
Lorp in the land of Egypt; when we fat by the 
flefh-pots, and when we did eat: bread to the 
full: for ye have brought us forth into this, wil- 
dernefs, to kill this whole aflembly with hun- 
ger. 4 Then faid the Lorp unto Mofes, Be- 
hold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; 
and the people fhall go out and gather a certain 
rate every day, that I may prove them, whe- 
ther they will walk in my law, orno. 5 And 
it fhall come to pafs, that on the fixth day, they 
fhall prepare that which they bring in; and it 
fhall be twice as much as they gather daily. 
6 And Mofes and. Aaron faid unto all the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, At even, then ye fhall know that 
the Lorp hath brought you out from the land 
of Egypt. 7 And in, the morning, then ye fhall 
fee the glory of the Lorn ; for that he heareth 
your murmurings againft the Lorp: And what 
are we, that. ye murmur againft us? | 
Mofes faid, This /ball be when the Lorn shall 
give you in the evening flefh to eat, and in the 
morning bread to the full; for that the Lorp 


Rix do DUS.” 


(4.) That they /bould pre-_ 
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heareth your murmurings which ye murmur a- 
gainft him: And what ave we? your murmur- 
ings are not againft us, but againft the Lorn. 
9 § And Mofes {pake unto Aaron, Say unto alt 
the congregation of the children of Ifrael, Come: 
near’ before the Lorn: for he hath heard your 
murmurings. 10 And it came to pafs, as Aaron 


fpake unto the whole congregation of the chil 
dren of Ifrael, that they looked toward the wil. — 


_dernefs, and behold, the glory of the Lorp ap- 


peared in the cloud. 114 Andthe Lorp fpake 
unto Mofes, faying, 12 1 have heard the mur- 
murings,of the children of Irael; fpeak unto 


them, faying, At even ye fhall eat flefh, and im » 


the morning ye fhall be filled with bread : and. 
ye fhall know that 1 am the Lorn your God. 


A month’s provifion, it feems, the hoft of Ifrael took along. 
with them out of Egypt, when they came thence on the.15th. 
day of the firit month, which by the fifteenth day of the fecond. 
month was all fpent: And here we have, 

Firft, Their difcontent and murmuring upon that occafion, 
ver. 2, 3. The whole congregation, the greateft part of them, 
joined in this mutiny. It was not immediately againft God 
that they murmured; but (which was equivalent) againft Mofes 
and Aaron, God’s vicegerents among them. (1.) They count 
upon being 4il/ed in the wildernefs: Nothing lefs at the firft 
word. Ifthe Lord had been pleafed to kill them, he could 
eafily have done that in the Red-fea; but then he preferved 
them, and now could as eafily provide for them. It argues 
great diftruft of God, and of his power and goodnefs, in every 
diftrefs, and appearance of danger, to defpair of life, and to 
talk of nothing but being Aid prefently. (2.) They invidi- 
oufly charge Mofes with a defign to ffarve them when he 
brought them out of Egypt ; whereas what he had done was 
both by order from God, and with a defire of their welfare. 
Note, It is no new thing for the greateft kindneffes to be mif- - 
interpreted, and bafely reprefented as the greateft injuries. The 
worlt colours are fometimes put upon the belt aétions. Nay, (3-) 
They fo far undervalue their deliverance, that they with they 


had died in Egypt, nay, and died by thé hand of the Lord too, 


i. e. by fome of the plagues which «cut off the Egyptians ; as 
if it were not the hand of the Lord, but of Mofes only, that 
brought them into this hungry wildernefs. It is common for 
people to fay of that pain or ficknefs or fore which they fee not - 
fecond caufes of, “ It is what pleafeth God ;?? as if that were 
not fo likewife which comes by the hand of man, or fome vifible 
accident. Prodigious madnefs! They will rather die by the 
fleth-pots of Egypt, where they were at their own finding, than 
live under the conduét of the heavenly pillar in a wildernefs, 
and. be at God’s finding: They wifh to have fallen in the de- 
{truction of God’s enemies, rather than to bear the fatherly dif 
cipline of his children. We cannot fuppofe they had any great 
plenty in Egypt, how largely foever they now talk of the fle/b- 
pots s nor could they fear dying for want in the wildernefs,, 


| while they had their flocks and herds with them: But difcon- 
_tent magnifies what is paft, and vilifies what is prefent, withoug 


regard to truth or reafon. None talk more abfurdly than mur- 
murers. ‘Their impatience, ingratitude, and diftruft of God, 


_was fo. much the worfe, in that they had lately received fuch 


miraculous favours, and convincing proofs, both that Ged could 
help them in the greateft exigencies, and that. really he had: 
merey in frore for thems See how foon they forgot his works, 

ore ae baie ated 
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and provoked him at the fea, even at the Red-fea, Pfal. evi. 7, 
13-. Note, Experiences of God’s mercies greatly aggravate 
our diftrufts and murmuring, ah 

Secondly, The care God gracioufly took for their fupply. 
Jultly he might have faid, “I will rain fire and brimftone vpon 
thefe murmurers, and confume them ;” but, quite contrary, he 
promifeth to rain brea? upon them. | Obferve, 

[1.] How God makes known to Mofes his kind inten- 
tions, that he might not be uneafy at their murmurings, nor be 
tempted to wifh he had: let them alone in Egypt. (1.) He 

- takes notice of the people’s complaints, ver. 12. I have heard 
the murmurings of the children of Ifrael. As a God of pity, he 
‘took cognifance of their neceflity, which was the occafion of 
their murmuring; as a juft and holy God, he took cognifance 
of their bafe and unworthy refle€tions upon his fervant Mofes, 
and was much difpleafed with them. 


all our murmurings, though filent, and only the murmurings of 
the heart. Princes, parents, ma{ters, do not hear all the mur- 
murs of their inferiors againft them; and it is well they do 
not, for perhaps they could not bear it: But God hears, and 
yet bears. We mult not think, that becaufe God doth not 
prefently take vengeance on men for their fins, that therefore 
he doth not take notice of them: No, Ae heareth the murmur- 
ings of Ifracl, and is grieved with this generation ; and yet con- 
tinues his care of them, as the tender parent of the froward 
‘child. (2.) He promifeth them a fpeedy, fufficient, and con- 
ftant fupply, ver. 4. Man being made out of the earth, his 
Maker has wifely ordered him food out of the earth, Pfal. civ. 
14. Bat the people of Ifrael typifying the church of the firfl- 
born that are Written in heaven and born from above, and being 
themfelves immediately under the condué& and government of 
heaven, receiving their charters, laws, and commiffigns, from 
heaven ; from heaven alfo they received their food: ‘Their law 
being piven by the difpofition of angels, they did alfo eat angels 
food. ~ See what God’ defigned in making this provifion for 
them; That J may prove them, whether they walk in my law 
or not.. 1. Thas he ¢ried whether they would truft him, and 
walk in the law of faith or no; whether they could live from 
-hand-to mouth, and (though now uneafy becaufe their provi- 
fions were fpent) could reft fatisfied with no more but the bread 
of the day in its day, and depend upon God for freth fupplies 
to-morrow. 2. Thus fe tried whether they would ferve him, 
and be ever faithful to fo good a Matter, that provided fo well 
' for his fervants ; and hereby he made it appear to all the world 
in the iffue, what an ungrateful people they were, whom no- 
thing could oblige. Let favour be fhewed to them, yet will 
they not learn righteoufnefs, Ifa. xxvi. 10. 

[2.] How Mofes made known thefe intentions to Ifrael, as 
God ordered him: Here Aaron was his prophet, as he had 
been/to Pharaoh! Mbofes directed Aaron what to /peak to the 
- congregation of Jfrael, ver. 4,: And fome think while Aaron 

was giving public fummons to the congregation to come near 
before the Lord, Mofes retired to pray; and the appearance of 
the glory of the Lord, ver. 10. was an anfwer to his prayer. 
They are called to come near, asia. i. 18. Come-and let us 
veafon together. Note, God condefcends to give even murmur- 
ers a fair hearings, and fhall we then defpife the caufe of our 
inferiors when they contend with us? Job bo 4 ee te 

1. He convinceth them of the evil of their murmurings: 
They thought they refleéted only upon Mofes and Aaron; but 
here they are told, that God was ftruck at through their fides. 
This is much infifted on, ver. 7, 8. Your murmurings are not 
-againft us ; then>we would have been filent: But againft the 
Lord; it was he that led you into thefe ftraits, and not we. 

‘Note, When we murmur againft thofe who are inftruments of 
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Note, When we begin | 
to fret, and be uneafy, we ought to confider, that God’ hears : 


_perfons, take ye every man for them which.are 


ai i 


any uneafinefs to us, whether juftly or unjuflly, we would do 


| well to confider how much we reflect upon God by it: Men 


are but God’s hand. They that quarrel with the reproofs and 
convictions of the word, and are angry at their minilters when 
they are @uched in a tender part, know not what they do, for 
therein they ftrive with their Maker. Let this for ever {top 
the mouth of murmuring, That it is daring impiety to mur- 
mur at God, becaufe he is God; and grofs abfurdity to mur- 
mur at men, becaufe they are but men. 

2. He aflures them of the fupply of their wants: That fince 
they had harped upon the fle/b-pots fo much, they fhould for 
once have flefh in abundance that evening, and bread next morn 
ing, and fo every day from thenceforward, ver. 8, 12.. Man 
there are of whom we fay, that they are better fed than éaught: 
But Ifrael was thus fed, that they might be éaught; he led him 
about, he inftrugied him, Deut xxxit. 10.; and as to this in- 
{tance, fee Deut. viii, 3. He fed thee with manna, that thou 
mighteft know that man doth not live by bread only. And. be- 
fides that, here are two things mentioned which he intended 
to teach them by fending them manna. (1.) By this ye fhail 
know that the Lord hath brought you out from the land of E+ 


Sypt, ver. 6. ‘That they were brought out of Egypt was plain 


enough ; but fo ftrangely fottith and fhort-fighted were they, that 
they faid it was Mofes that brought them out, ver. 3. Now God 
fent them manna, to prove that it was no lefs than an Jgfnire 
Power and Goodnefs that brought them out, which could per- 
fect what was begun. If Mofes only had brought them out of | 
Egypt, he could not thus have fed them; they muft therefore 
own, that was the Lord’s doing, becaufe this was fo, and both 
were marvellous in their eyes: Yet long after, they had need to 
be told, that Mo/es gave them not this bread from heaven, John 
vi. 32. (2.) By this ye /hall know that I am the Lord your God, 
ver. 12. ‘This gave proof of his power as the Lord, and his 
particular favour to them as their God: When God plagued 
the Egyptians, it was to make them know that he is the Lord; ~ 
when he provided for the Ifraelites, it was to make them know 
that he was their God. 

[3-] How God himfelf manifefted his glory, to ftill the 
murmurings of the people, and to put a reputation upon Mofes 
and /Aaron, ver. 1¢. While Aaron was fpeaking, the glory of 
the Lord appeared in the cloud. The cloud itfelf, one would - 
think, was enough both to {trike an awe upon them, and to 
give encouragement to them; yet in a few, days, that was 
grown fo familiar. to them, that it made no impreflion upon 
them, unlefs it fhone with an unufual brightnefs. Note, What 
God’s minifters fay to_us, is then likely to do us good, when 
the glory of God fhines in with it upon our fouls. ; 


43 And it came to pafs, that at even the quails 
came up, and covered the camp: and in the 
morning the dew lay round about the hoft. 14 
And when the dew that lay was gone up, be- 
hold, upon the face of the wildernefs there Jay 
a {mall round thing, as {mall ag the hoar-froft 
on the ground. 315 And when the children of 
Ifrael faw it, they faid one to another, It is man~ 
na. for they wift not what it was. And Mofes 
faid unto them, this zs the bread which the Lorp 
hath given you toeat. 16 J This zs the thing 


-which the Lorp hath commanded, Gather of it 


every man according to. his eating: an omer 
for every man,according to the number of your 
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in his tents. 317 And the children of Ifrael did 
fo, arid gathered, fome more, fome lefs. 18 And 
when they did mete z¢ with an omer, he that 
gathered much had nothing over, and -he that 
gathered little, had no lack: they gathered e- 
very man according to his eating. 19 And Mo- 
fes faid unto them, Let no man leave of it till 
the morning. 20 Notwithftanding they heark- 
ened not unto Mofes, but fome of them left of 
it until the morning, and it bred worms and 
ftank: and Mofes was wroth with them. 21 And 
they gathered it every morning, every man ac- 
cording to his eating: and when the fun waxed 
hot, it melted. 


“Now they begin to be immediately at God’s finding. 

Firft, He makes them a feaft over night of delicate fowl: 
Feathered foul, Pfal. xxviii. 27. (therefore not Jocufts, as fome 
think,) quails, or pheafants, or fome wild fowl, came up, and 
covered the camp, fo tame that they might take up as many of 
them as they pleafed. Note, God gives us of the good things 
of this life, not only for neceffity, but for delight, that we 
-may not only ferve him, but ferve him cheerfully. 


Secondly, Next morning he rained manna vpon them, which . 


was to be continued to them for their daily bread. 

[1.] That which was provided for them-was manna which 
defcended from the clouds ; fo that in fome fenfe, they might 
be faid to Ave upon the air. It came down in dew that melt- 


ed; and yet was itfelf of fucha confiftency, as to ferve for nou- ° 


_tifhing ftrengthening ‘food, without any thing elfe. They call- 
ed it Manna, Man-hu, What is this? Either, what a poor 
thing is this? defpifing it; or, What a {trange thing is this? 
admiring it; or, /¢ is a partion; no matter what it is, it is that 
which our God has allotted us, and we will take it and be 
thankful, ver. 14, 15. It was pleafant food ; the Jews fay, it 
avas palatable to all, according as their guft and relifh was. It 
was wholefome food, light of digeftion, and very neceflary 
(Dr Grew faith) to cleanfe them from the Egyptian mange 
(or itch) with which he thinks it probable they were in the 
time of their bondage more or lefs infected, which a luxurious 
diet would have made contagious. By this fpare and plain 
diet, we are all taught a -leffon of temperance, and forbidden 
to defire daintiés and varieties. 

[2.] They were to gather it every morning, ver. 16.: The 


portion of a day in his day, ver..4. Thus they mutt live upon 


daily Providence, as the fowls of the air; of whom itis faid, 
‘That thou giveft them, they gather, Pfal. civ. 28.:; Not to-day 
for to-morrow; Jet the morrow take thought for the things of 
itfelf. ‘Vo this daily raining and gathering of manna our Savi- 
our feems to allude when he teaches us to pray, Give us this 
day our daily bread. We are hereby taught, 1. Prudence and 
diligence in providing food convenient for ourfelves and our 
houfeholds. What God gracioufly gives, we muft induftri- 
oufly gather; with guietnefs work and eat our own bread, not 
the bread either of idlenefs or of deceit. God's bounty leaves 
room for man’s duty; it did fo, even when manna was rained ; 
they muft not eat till they have gathered. 2. Contentment 
and fatisfaction with a fufficiency: They muft gather every 
man according to his egting ; enough is as good as a fea{t, and 
more than enough is as bad as a furfeit. They that have moft, 
have for themfelves but food and raiment and mirth ; and they 
that have leaft, generally have that, or may have; fo that Ae 
that gathers much has nothing over, and he that gathers little has 
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10 lack. There is not fo great a difproportion between one 
and another in the comfort and enjoyment of the things’ of 
this life, as there is in the property and poffeflion of the things 
themfelves. 3. Dependance upon Providence: Let no man leave 
till morning, ver. 19.; but let them learn to go to bed and fleep. 


quietly, though they had not a bit of bread in their tent, nor. 


in all their camp, tru(ting God with the following day to bring 


them their daily bread. It was furer and fafer in God’s {tore- - 


‘houfe than in their own, and would thence come to them fweet- 
er and frefher. Read with this Mat. vi. 25, Take no thought 
Jor your life, &c, 
na that was laid up by fome who thought themfelves wifer 
and better hufbands than their neighbours, and would provide 
in cafe it fhould fail next day, putrified, and bred worms, and 
became good for nothing. Note, That proves to be moft 
wafted which is covetoufly and diftruftfully fpared. Thofe 
riches are corrupted, Jam. vy. 2, 3. Let us fet ourfelves to. 
think, (1.) Of that great power of God which fed Ifrael ia 
the wildernefs, and made miracles their daily bread: What 
cannot this God do, who prepared a table in the wildernefs, 


and furnifhed it richly, even for thofe who queftioned whether _ 


he could or not? Pfal. Ixxvili, 19, 20. Never was there 
fuch a market of provifions as this, where fo many hundred 
thoufand men were daily furnithed without money and without 
price. Never was there fuch an open houfe kept as God kept 
in the wildernefs for forty years together, nor fuch free and 
plentiful entertainment given. The feaft which Ahafuerus 
made to fhew the riches of his kingdom and the honour of his 


majefly, was nothing to this, Efth. i. 4. It is faid, ver. 21.. 


When the fun waxed hot, it melted; as if what was left were 
drawn up by the heat of the fun into the air,#to be the feed 
of the next day’s harveff, and fo from day to day. (2.) OF 
that conftant providence of God which gives food to all flc/h ; 
for his mercy endures for ever, Pfal. cxxxvi. 25. He isa 
great Houfe-keeper, that provides for all the creatures. The 
fame Wifdom, Power, and Goodnefs, that now brought 
food daily out of the clouds, doth in the conftant courfe of na- 
ture bring food yearly out of the earth, and give us all things 
richly to enjoy. 


224 And it came to pafs that on the fixth 
day they gathered twice as much bread, two 
omers for one man: and all the rulers of the 
congregation came and told Mofes. 23 And 
he faid unto them, This 7s that which the Lorp 


hath faid, To-morrow is the reft,of the holy fab- - 


bath unto the Lorp: bake that which ye will 
bake, to-day, and feethe that ye will feethe ; 
and that which remaineth over, ley up for you 
to be kept until the morning. 24 And they 
laid it up till the morning, as Mofes bade: and 
it did not ftink, neither was there any worm 
therein. 25 And Mofes faid, Eat that to-day; 


for to-day zs a fabbath unto the Lorp: To-day | 


ye fhall not find it in tlre field. 26 Six days ye 
fhall gather it; but on the feventh day which 
is the fabbath, in it there fhall be none. 27 
And it came to pafs, that there went out jome 


of the people on the feventh day for to gather, — 


and they found none. 28 And the Lorp faid 
unto Mofes, How long refufe ye to keep my 
com-. 


See here the folly of hoarding: The man- - 
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commandments, and my laws? 29 See, for that 
the Lorp hath given you the fabbath, there- 
fore he giveth you on the fixth day the bread 
of two days: abide ye every man in his place, 
let no man go out of his place on the feventh 


day. 30 Sothe people reited on the feventh 
day. 3:1 And the houfe of Ifrael called the 
name thereof Manna: and it was like corian- 
der-feed, white; and the tafte of it was like 
wafers made with honey. 

- Here is, Fir/t, A plain intimation of the obferving of a _/2- 
venth-day fabbath not only before the giving of the law upon 


mount Sinai, but before the bringing of Ifrael. out of Egypt, 
and therefore from the beginning, Gen. ii. 3. If the fabbath 


had now been firft inftituted, how could Mofes have underftood. | 


what God faid to him, ver. 4. concerning a double portion to 
be gathered on the /ixth day, without making any exprefs men- 
tion of the fabbath? And how could the people fo readily 
take the hint, ver. 22. even to the furprife of the rulers, before 
Mofes had declared that it was-done with regard to the Sab-. 
bath, if they had not had fome knowledge of the fabbath be- 
fore? The fetting apart of one day in feven for holy work, 
and in order to that for holy. reft, was a divine appointment 
ever fince God created man upon the earth, and the moft 
ancient of pofitive laws: The way of fabbath-fanctification 
is the good old way... 

Secondly, The double provifion which God made for the 
Ifraelites, and. which they were to make for themfelves, on 
the fixth day: God gave them on the jixth day the bread of 

- two days, ver. 29. Appointing them to reft on the feventh 
day, he took care they fhould be no lofers by it; and none e- 
ver will be lofers by ferving God: And on that day they 
were to fetch in enough fer two days, and to prepare it, ver. 
23. The law was very {tridt, that they muft bake and /eethe 
the day before, and not on-the fabbath-day. This doth not 
now make it-unlawfal for us to drefs meat on the Lord’s 
day ; but direéts us to contrive our family-affairs fo as that they 
may be leaft our hindrance in the work of the fabbath. Works 
of neceflity, so-doubt, are to. be done.on that day ; but it is 
defireable to have as little as may be to do of things necefla- 
ry to the life that now is, that we may apply ourfelves the 
more clofely to the one thing needful. That which they kept 
for their food on the: fabbath-day did not putrefy, ver. 24. 
When they kept it againft a. command, ver. 20. it ftank: 
When they kept it in obedience to a command, it was {weet and 
good; for everything is /andtified by the word of God and prayer. 

Thirdly, "The intermiffion of the manna on the feventh day: 
‘Then God did not /end it ; and therefore they mutt not expec 
it, nor go out to gather, ver. 26, 27. This fhewed that it did 
not preceed from natural caufes, and that it was defigned fora 
confirmation of the divine authority of the law which was to 
be given for Mofes. Thus God took an effe€tual courfe to 
inake them remember the fabbath-day ; they could not forget it, 
nor the day of preparation for it. Some (it feems) went out - 
on the feventh day, expecting to.find manna, ver. 27. but they 
found none; for thofe that will find, muft feek in the appomt-- 
ed time: Seek the Lord while Le may be found. God, upon 
this occafion, faid:to Mofes, How long refufe ye to keep my com- 
mandments ? yer. 28. Why did he fay this to Mofes? he was 
not difobedient: No, but he was the ruler of a difobedient peo-- 
ple; and God chargeth it upon him, that he might the more’ 
warmly charge it upon them, and might take care. that their 
difobedience fhould. not be through any neglect or default. of 
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his, It was for going out to feek for manna on the feventh 
day, that they were thus reproved, Note, 1. Difobedience, 
even in a {mall matter, is very provoking. 2. God is jealous 
for the honour of his fabbaths. If walking out to feek for food 
on the fabbath were thus reproved, walking out purely to find 
our own pleafure on that day cannot be juttified. 


324 And Mofes faid, This 7s the thing which 
the Lorp commandeth, Fill an omer of it to be 
kept for your generations; that they may fee 
the bread wherewith I have fed you in the wil- 
dernefs, when I brought you forth from the land 
of Egypt. . 33 And Mofes faid unto Aaron, 
Take a pot, aud put an omer full of manna 
therein, and lay it up before. the Lorn, to be 
kept for your generations. 34 As the Lorp 
commanded Motes, fo Aaron laid it up before 
the teftimony, to be kept. 35 And the children 


-of Ifrael did eat manna forty years, until they 


came to a land inhabited: they did eat manna, 
until they came unto the borders of the land of 
Canaan. 36 Now an omer is the tenth part of - 
an ephah. ; 

God having provided manna to be his people’s food in the 
wildernefs, and to. be to them a continual fealt, we are here 


told, 
Firf, How the memory of it was preferved: An omer of 


‘this manna was laid up in a golden pot, as*we are told, Heb, © 


ix. 4.53 and kept before the teflimony, er the ark, when it was 
afterwards made, ver. 32, 33- ‘Lhe prefervation of this manna 


~-from wafte and corruption was a {tanding miracle, and thére- 


fore the more proper memorial of this miraculous food. Polte- 
rity fhall /ee the bread (faith’ God) wherewith I have fed you 
in the wilderne/s ; fee what fort of food it was, and how much 
each man’s daily proportion of it’ was, that it might appear they 
were neither kept to hard fare, nor to.fbort allowance: And 
then judge between God and Ifrael, whether they had any | 
caufe given them to murmur and find fault with their com- 
mons; and whether they, and their feed after them, had not 
a great deal of reafon, with thankfulnefs, to own God’s goods 
nefs to them. Note, Eaten bread. muft not be forgotten ; 
God’s miracles arid mercies are to be had in eyerlatting re- 
membrance, for our-encouragement to truft in him at‘all times. 
Secondly, How the mercy of it was continued as long-as 
they had occafion for it...'The manna never ceafed till they 
came to the borders of Canaan; where there was bread enough, 
and to fpare; ver. 35. .See how conttant the care of Proyi- 
dence is; feed-time and harvelt fail not while the earth re- 
mains. Ifrael was very provoking in the wildernefs, yet the 
manna never failed them: Thus {till God.caufeth his rain to 
fall on the juft and unjuft. ; 
‘The manna is called /piritual nieat, 1 Cor. x. 3. becaule is 
was typical of fpiritual bleffings in heavenly things ; Chrift him- 
felf is the true Manna, the Bread of life, of which that was a 
figure, John i. 49,—5!. The word of God is the manna 
by which our fouls are nourifhed, Mat. iv. 4. .The comforts 
of the fpirit are hidden manna, Rev. ii. 17. Thefe come from 
heaven, as the manna did; are the fupport and comfort of the 
divine life in the foul, while we are in the wildernefs. of this 
world.. It is food for Mraelites, for thofe only that follow the 
pillar of cloud. and: fire. It is to be gathered: Chrilt in the 
word is to be applied to the foul, and the-means of grace ufed ¢ 


Wwe 


wé muft every one of us gather for ourfelves, and gather in the 
morning of our days, the morning of our opportunities, which, 
af we let flip, it may be too late to gither. 
gathered mult not be’hoarded up, but eaten: They that have 
received Chrift, mult, by faith, live upon him, and not receive 
his grace in vain. ‘Vhere was manna enough for all, enough 
for each, and none had too much ; fo in Chrift there is a com- 
plete fufficiency, and no fuperfluity. | But they that did eat 
manna hungered again, died at lait, and with many of them 
God was not well pleafed ; whereas they that feed on Chrift 
by faith, fhall never hunger, and fhall die no more, and with 


them God will be for ever well pleafed. ‘The Lord evermore 


‘give us this bread! 


CoA? s 2xVils 


. Two paffages of ftory are recorded in this chapter. 1. The wa 


tering of the hoft of Lfrael, (1.) Inthe wildernefs they want- 
-ed water, ver. t. (2.) In their evant they chid with Mofer, 
ver. 2, 3. (3.) Mofes cried to God, ver. 4. (4.) God or- 
dered him to [mite the rock, and feich water out of that ; and 
he did fo, ver. 5,6. (5.) The place.named from it, ver. 7. 
Il. The defeating of the hoftof Amalek. (1.) The vic- 
tory obtained by the prayer of Mofesy ver. ®,—12. (24) By 
the .fword of Fofoua, ver. 12. Ul. A record kept of it, 
ver. 14,16. dnd thefe things, which happened to them for 
-enfamples, are writien for our infirudtion, in our fpiritual 
journey and warfare. ; 


* ND all the congregation of the children of 
f Ifrael journeyed from the wildernefs of 
‘Sin, after their journeys, according to the com- 


Se 


mandment of the Lorp, and pitched in Rephi- | 
~ dim: and there was no water for the people to 


drink.’ 2 Wherefore the people did chide with 
Mofes, and faid, Give us water that we may 
drink. And Mofes faid unto them, Why chide 
you with me? wherefore do ye tempt the Lorp?. 
3 And the people thirfted there for water; and 
the people murmured againft Mofes, and faid, 
Wherefore is this that thou haft brought us up 
out of Egypt, to kill us, and our children, and 
our cattle with thirft? 4 And Mofes cried un- 
to the Lorp, faying, What. fhall I do ainto this 
people? they be almoft ready to ftone me. 5 
And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Go on before 
the people, and take with thee of the elders of 
Ifrael: and thy rod wherewith thou {moteft the 
river, take in thine hand, and go. 6 Behold, I 
will ftand before thee there upon the rock in 
Horeb, and thou fhalt {mite the rock, and,there 
fhall come-water out of it, that the people may 
drink. And-Mofes did fo in the fight of the 
elders of Ifrael. 7 And he called the name of 
the place Mafiah, and Meribah, becanfe of the 
chiding of the children of Ifrael, and becaufe 
they tempted the Lorn, faying, Is the Lorp a- 
mong us, or not? 


Here is, Firft, The {trait that the children of Iftael were- 
Once before they were in the - 


in for want of. water, ver. I. 


like diftrefs, and now a fecond time. They journeyed, accord. 


HO, @ DU Ss : 


The manna they . 
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ing to the commandment of ihe Lord, led by the pillar of cloud 
and fire; and yet they came to a place where there was no 
water for them to drink. Note, We may be in the way of 
our duty, and yet may meet with troubles, which Providence 
brings us into for the trial of our faith, and that God may be 
glorified in our relief. 

Secondly, Their difcontent and diftruft in this ftrait. Tt is 
faid, ver.3. They thirfled there for water. If they had no water 
to drink, they muft needs thir: But this intimates, not only 
that they wanted water, and felt the inconvenience of that 
want; bat that their paflion fharpened their appetite; and they 
were violent and impatient in their defire; their thirft made 
them outrageous. Natural defires, and thofe that are moft cra- 


| ving, have need to be kept under the check and conduct of 


religion and reafon. : 

See what wes the language of this inordinate defire. 

[1.] They challenged Mofes to fupply them, ver. 2. Give 
us water that we may drink ; demanding it as a debt, and 
{trongly fufpecting that he was not able to di/charge it. Bevaufe 
they were fupplied with bread, they infift ypon it that they muft 


be fupplied with water too: And indeed to thofe that by faith _ 


and prayer live a life of dependance upon God, one favour is 
an earneft of another, and may be humbly pleaded ; but the 
unthankful and unbelieving have reafon to think, that the abufe 
of former favours is the forfeiture of further favours: Let not 
them think that they fhall receive any thing, Jam.i. 7.3 yet they 
are ready to demand every thing. ; ‘ 
[2.] They quarrelled with him for bringing them out of 
Egypt ; as if, inftead of delivering them, he defigned to mur-" 
der them ; than which nothing could be more bafe and invi- 
dious, ver. 3. Many that have not only defigned well, but done 
well for their generation, have had their beft fervices thus mif- 
conftrued, and their patience thereby tried by unthinking un- 
thankful people. To fuch a degree their malice againft Mofes 
rofe, that they were almof? ready to flone him, ver. 4. Many 
good works he had fhewed ihem, and for which of thefe would 
they ftone him? John x. 32. . Ungoverned paffions, provo- 
ked by the crofling of unbridled appetites, fometimes make men 
guilty of the greateft, abfurdities, and a@ like madmen, that 
caft firebrands, arrows, and death, among their beft friends. 
[3.] They began to queftion whether God were with them 
or no, ver. 7. They tempted the Lord, faying, Is the Lord as 
mong us, or not? ‘Js Jehovah among us by that name by 


which he made himfelf known to us in Egypt ?? They queftion ‘ 


his effential prefence, whether there be a God-or no? his com- 
mon providence, whether that God govern the world ? and his 
Special promife, whether he would be as good as his word to 
thent? This is called their tempting God ; which fignifies not 
only a diftruft of God in general, but a diftruft of him after 
they had received fuch experiments of his power and goodnefs 
for the confirmation of his promife. ‘They do in effect fuppofe 
that Mofes was an impoftor, Aaron a deceiver; the pillar of 
cloud and fire a mere fham and illufion, which impofed upon 


- their fenfes ; that long feries of miracles which had refcued 


them, faved them, and fed them, a chain of cheats ; and the 
promife of Canaan, a banter upon them: It was all fo, if the’ 
Lord were not among them. Note, It is a great provocation 
to God, for us to queftion his prefence, providence, or promife ; 


_ efpecially for his Tfrael to do it, who are fo much obliged to 
— traf{t him. | 


- Thirdly, The courfe that Mofes took when'he was thus fet 
upon and infulted. (1.) He reproved the murmurers, ver. 2. 
Why chide ye with me ? Obferve how mildly he anfwered them: 
It was well he was a man of invincible meeknefs, elfe their tu- 
multuous carriage would have loft him the poffeffion of his own ° 
foul. It is folly to anfwer paflion with paflion, for that makes 


+ 
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“ill worfe ; but oft anfwers turn away wrath. He thewed 
_- them whom their murmurings refle@ted upon, and that the re- 
“proaches they caft on him fell on God himfelf: Ye sempre thé 
Lord; i. e. by diftrufting his power, you try his patience, and 


fo provoke his wrath. (2.) He made his complaint to God, 
ver. 4. Mofes cried unto the Lord. . This fervant came and 
Sbewed his Lord all thefe things, Luke xiv. 21.. When men 
unjuftly cenfure us, and quarrel with us, it will be a great eafe 
to us to go to God, and by prayer lay the cafe before him, and 
_ leave it with him: If men will not hear us, God will ; if their: 
ill carriage towards us ruffle our fpirits, God’s confolations will 
compofe them. Mofes begs of God to dire& him what he 
ould do; for he was utterly at a lofs: He could not of him- 
felf either fupply their want, or pacify their tumult ; God only 
could do it. He pleads his own peril: They be almof ready 
to flone me. Lord, if thou haft any regard tothe life of thy 
poor fervant, interpofe now. . 
Fourthly, God’s gracious appearance for their relief, ver. 
5,6. He orders Mofes to go on before the people, and venture 
himfelf in his poft, though they {poke of {toning him. He 
mutt take his red with him, not (as God might juftly have or- 
dered) tefummon fome plague or other to chaftife them for 
their diftruft and murmuring, but to fetch water for their fup- 
‘ply. O the wonderful patience and forbearance of God 'to- 
wards provoking finners! He loads thofe with benefits that 
make him to ferve with their fins, maintains thofe that are at 
war with him, and reaches out the hand of his bounty to thofe 
that lift up the heel againft him. Thus he teacheth us, if our 
enemy hunger, to feed him ; and if he thirft, as Ifrael did now, 
to give him drink, Rom. xii. 20. Mat. v. 44, 45. Will he 
fail thofe that truft in him, when he was fo liberal even-to thofe 
‘that tempted him? If God had only fhewed Mofes a fountain 
of water in the wildernefs, as he did to Hagar, - not far from 
hence, Gen. xxi. 19. that had been a great favour; but that 
he might fhew his power as well as his pity, and make it a 
miracle of mercy, he gave them water out of a rock. He direét- 
ed Mofes whither to go ; appointed him to take of the elders 
of Ifrael with him to be witnefles of what was done, that they 
might themfelves be-fatisfied, and might fatisfy others, of the 
certainty of God’s prefence with them. He promifed to mcet 
_ him there in the cloud of glory, to encourage him: Ordered 
him to /mite the rock ; which he did, and immediately water’ 
. ame out of it in great abundance, which ran throughout the 
eamp in /freams and rivers, Pfal. \xxviit. 15, 16. and followed: 
them wherever they went in that wildernefs: It is called a 
fountain of water, Pfal. cxiv. 8. God fhewed his care of his 
people, in giving them water when they wanted it ; his own 
power, in fetching it out of a rock; and put an honour upon 
Mofes, in appointing the water to flow out upon his fmiting of 
the rock. This fair water, that came out of the rock, is called 
honey and oil, Deut. xxii. 13. becaufe the people’s thirft made 
it doubly pleafant ; coming when they were in extreme want, 
it was like honey and oil to them. It is probable the people dig- 
ged canals for the conveyance of it, and pools for the recep- 
tion of it; as, long after, pafling through the valley of Baca, 
they made it a well, Pfal. lxxxiv. 6.. Numb. xxi. 18. Let 
this direé us to live in a dependance, (1.) Upon God’s pro-: 
. vidence, even in the greateft {traits and difficulties : God can 
open fountains for our fupply there where we leaft expe& them; 
waters in the wildernefs, Wfa.xliti. 20. becaufe he makes a way 
ia the wilderne/s, yer.,19._'Thofe who in this wildernefs keep 
to God’s way, may truft him to provide for them ; while we 
follow the pillar of cloud and fire, furely goodnefs and. mercy 
fhall follow us, like the water out’ of the rock. (2.) Upon 
Chrift’s grace: That Rock was Chri/t, 1 Cor. x. 4. » The 
graces and comforts of the Spirit are compared to rivers of 
Y ox. 1. : 
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living water, John vii. 38, 39.—iv. 14. Thefe flow from 
Chrift, who is the Rock, {mitten by the law of Mofes, for he 
was made under the law. Nothing will fupply the needs, and’ 
fatisfy the defires of a foul, but water out’ of this Rock, this 


‘Fountain opened. The pleafures of fenfe are puddle-water : 


Spiritual delights are rock-water, fo pure, fo clear, fo refrefh- 
ing ; rivers of pleafures. : 

Fifthly, A new name was, upon this eccafion, given to the 
place, preferving the remembrance, not of the mercy of their 
fupply, the water that followed them was fufficient*to do that,’ 
but of the fin of their murmuring : Maffah, ‘Temptation, be- 
caufe they tempted God; Meribah, Strife, becaule they chid 
with Mofes, ver. 7.. There was thus a remembrance kept of 
fin, both for the difgrace of the finners themfelves, fin leaves a. 
blot upon the name ; and for warning of their feed to take heed 
of finning after the fimilitude of their tranfgreflion. 


8 |. Then came Amalek, and fought with If- 
rael in Rephidim. 9 And Mofes faid unto Jo- 
fhua, chufe us out men, and go out, fight with 
Amalek : to-morrow I will ftand on the top of 
the hill, with the rod of God in mine hand. ro 
So Jofhua did as Mofes had faid to him, and 
fought with Amalek : and Mofes, Aaron, and 
Hur, went up to the top of the hill. 
it came to pafs, when Mofes held up his hand, 
that Ifrael prevailed: and when he let down 
his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But *Mofes’ 
hands were heavy, and they took a ftone and’ 
put 7¢ under him, and he fat thereon: and Aaron 


- and Hur ftayed up his hands, the one on the one 


fide, and the other on the other fide; ancehis 
hands were fteady until the going down of the 
fun. 13 And Jofhua difcomfited Amalek and 
his people with the edge of the fword. 14 And 
the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Write this for a me- 
morial in a book, and rehearfe i¢ in the ears 
of Jofhua: for I will utterly put out. the re- 
membrance of Amalek from under heaven. ‘15 
And Mofes built an altar, and called the name _ 
of it. JEHOVAH-niffi. 16 For he faid, Be- 
caufe the Lorn hath fworn, that the Lorp will 
have war with Amalek from_generation to ge- 
neration. 
- We have here the {tory of the war with Amalek, which we 
may fuppofe was the firft that was recorded in the book of the — 
wars of the Lord, Numb. xxt. 14. Amalek was the firft of 
the nations that Ifrael fought with, Numb. xxiv. 20. Obferve, 
I. Amalek’s attempt: They came out, and fought with If- 
rael, ver. 8. The Amalekites were the pofterity of Efau, who 
hated Jacob becaufe of the birth-right and blefling : And this 
was an effort of the hereditary enmity ; a malice that run in 
the blood, and perhaps was now exafperated by the working 


_ of the promife towards: an accomplifhment. Confider this, 


(a.) As Ifrael’s affliation: "They had, been quartelling with - 
Mofes, ver. 2. and now God fends Amalckites to quarrel with 
them: Wars abroad are the juft punifhments of ftrifes and dif 
contents at home. (2.) As Amalek’s fin; So it is reckoned, 
Deut. xxv. 17, 18. ‘They did not boldly front them, asa 


| generous enemy ;*but without any provocation given by Ifrael, 
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. or challenge given to them, bafely fell upon their rear, and 
{mote them that were faint and feeble, and could make neither 


" yefiftance nor efcape. Herein they bid defiance-to that Power. 
which had fo lately ruined the Egyptians; but in vain did) 


. they attack a camp, guarded and. vidtualled by. miracles: 
ly they knew not what they did. : 
Il. Hrael’s engagement with Amalek, in their own. necef 

fary defence againft the aggreflors : And there, 

_  Firft, The polt affigned to Jofhua, of whom this is the firl 
mention. He is nominated commander in chief in this ex- 
pedition, that he’ might ‘be trained. up to the fervices he was 
defigned for after the death of Mofes, and be a man of war 
from bis youth. He is ordered to draw out a detachment-of 
choice men out of the thoufands of Lfrael, and to drive back 
the Amalekites, ver. 9. When the Egyptians purfued them, 
Ifrael muft ftand fill and fee what God would do; but now 
it was required that they fhould beftir themfelves. Note, God 
is to be trufted in the ufe of means. 

Secondly, The polt affumed by Mofes, ver. 9. [will fland 
on the top of the hill, with the rod of God in minehand. See 
how God qualifies his people for, and. calls them to, various 
fervices for the good of his church: Jofhua fights, Mofes prays, 
and both minifter to Ifrael. Mofes went up to the top of the 
hill, and placed himfelf probably fo as to be feen by Hrael; and 
there: he held up the rod of God in his hand, that wonder-work- 
ifg rod, which had fummoned the plagues of Egypt, and un- 

der which [frael pafled out of the houfe of bondage. This 
rod Mofes held up, ; 

 [1.} To Ifrael, to animate them. ‘The rod was held up 
as the danner, to encourage the foldiers ; who. might look up, 
and fay, “ Yonder is the rod, and yonder the hand that ufed) 
it, when fuch, glorious things were wrought for us.” Note, It 
tends much to the encouragement of faith, ‘to refle&t upon, the 
great things God has done for us, and renew the monuments 
of hXifavour. 32 ; 

_[2.] To God, by way of appeal:to him, Is net the battle 
the Lord’s? is not he able to help, and engaged to help ? Wits 
nefg this rod ; the voice of which held up, was that, Ifa, li. 
Q) 10. Put on firength, O arm of the Lord, ‘art not thou it that 
hath cut Rakab ? Mofes was not only a ftandard-bearer, but 
an intetceflor, pleading with. Godi for fuccefs andivi@ory. Note, 
When the hoft goes forth againft the enemy, earne{t prayers 
fhould be made to the God. of hofts for his prefence with them.. 
Tt is here the praying legion that proves the thundering legion, 
‘Vhere in Salem, in Sion, where prayers were made, there the 
vidtery was won, there brake he the arrows of the bow, Pfal\ 
lexvi. 2, 3 

Obferve, (1.) How Mofes was tried, ver. 12. His hands 
were heavy. "he ftrongeft arm will fail with being long ex- 
tended ; it is God only whofe hand is /retched out flill. We 
do not find that Jofhua’s: hands were heavy in, fighting, but 
Mofes’ hands were heavy in praying: ‘The more fpiritual any 
fervice. is, the more apt we are to-fail and flag init. Praying- 
work, if done with due intention. of mind, andi vigour of affecs 
tion, will be found; hard: work.; and though the /pirit be will- 
ing to it, the fle/h will be weak. Our great Interceffor in hea-. 
ven fainteth not, neither is weary, though he attends continually 
to this very. thing., 

(2.). What influence the rod. of Mofes had: upon. the battle, 
vere it. When Mofes held up his hand in prayer, (fo the Chal 

dee explains it,) L/rael prevailed; but when he let down his 
band from prayer, Amalek prevailed, To convince Hrael that 
the hand of Mofes (with whom. they had juft now been chi- 
ding). contributed more to. their fafety than theircown hands, 
his rod than their fword-; the faccefs rifes and falls, as Mofes 
lifts up or lets; down: his hand. It feems, the {cale wavered 


Veri- 
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/ Amalek: But: Itael carried the- day, ver: £3: 
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for fome time before it turned-on Hrael’s.fide ; Even the beft 


caufé mult expect difappointments, as an allay to its fuccedfes :, 
Though the battle be the Lord’s, Amalek may prevail tor a. 


time; the reafon was, Mofes let down his-hand, Note, The 


church’s caufe is ordinarily more or lefs fuccefsful, according 


as the church’s friends are more or lefs- {trong in faith, and fer-, 
vent in prayer. 


(3) The care that was taken. for the fupport of Mofes. 


When he could not ftand any longer, he fat down, not in a 
chair of ftate, but upon a f{tone, (ver. 12.) When he could) 
not hold up his hands, he would. have them held up: Mofes,, 
the man of God, is glad of the afliftance of Aaron his brother,, 
and Hur, who fome think was his brother-in-law, the hufband, 
of Miriam. We fhould: not be thy either of aflting help from: 
others, or giving help to others; for we are members one. of 
another. Mofes’ hands, thus ftayed, were /eady till the going 
down of the fun; and though it was. with much ado that, he 
held out, yet: his willing mind was-accepted. No doubt. it was 
a great encouragement to the people to fee’ Jofhua. before. them 
in the field of battle, and Mofes above them. upon the top of 
the hill. Chrift is, both to us ;, our Jofhna, the Captain of our. 
falvation, that. fights our, battles; and our Mofes,. who in the 
upper world ever lives, making interceflion that our faith faik 
not. . 
LIL, The defeat of Amalek. Viétory:had hovered a while 
between the camps; fometimes. I ftael: prevailed, and fometimes. 
‘Fhough Jo- 


| fhua fought upon great difadvantages, his folidiers undifeiplineds, 
_ ill anmed, long inured to fervitude, and apt. to murmur; yet by, 
_ them God wrought a great {alvation, apd made Amalek pay; 
dear for their infolence. Note, Weapons formed; againit God’s: 


- Vfrael cannot, profper long, and’ fhall be broken, at lait. 


‘Fhe 
caufe of God and: his Hrael will be vigtorious. ‘Though God, 
gave the victory, yet it is faid, Fofbua-difcomfited Amalek 5 be- 


caufe Jofhua, was a type of Chrift, and of the fame mame, andi | 


in him it is that. we are more than conquerors. It .was. his. 
arm alone that /poiled principalities, and powers, and: routed all 
their force. 

IV.. The: trophies, of this victory fet ups 

if, Mofes.took care that God, fhould: have the; glony: of its 
ver, 15. Inftead of fetting up a triumphal arch, to: the honour 
of Jofhua, (though it had: been policy enough to. put.marks of 
honour upon him, ): he builds. an altar to, the honour of Gods, 
and: we may fuppofe it .was not an altar without facrifice. But 
that which is moft carefully: reconded,. is’ the: infeription upon 
the altar, Fexonau-niffi, ~ The Lord.isimy banner :’?? Whicls, 


' properly refers: to the lifting up of the rod of God asa banner 


in this: action.. The: prefence: and: power of Jehovah; was the 
banner:under which they were lifted, by which they were ani- 
mated: and: kept: together, and: therefore which they erected in) 
the. day of their triumph. In the name of our God we mut 
always lift: wp our: banners, Pfal. xx. 5. It is fit he that doth: 
all the work fhould have alb the praife. . 
2dly, God took care that. pofterity. thould have the comfort: 
and: benefit of it. Write this far. a: mentorial, not, in loofe par 
pers, but in.a book: Write it, and then rehear/e. it in the ears 
of Fofoua; \et him be entrufted. with this memorial, to: tranft: 
mit it to the, generations to come. 
keep a diary, or journal of occurrences ; and it. is the fin, 
mention: of quriting we find. im feripture; (aod:perhaps the 
conunand was not given till after the writing of the law upon. 
the tables of ftone;) Write it in perpetuam reiimemoriam. That: 
which is-written remains. | 
1. Write what.had: been done; what. Amalek had done a- 
gainft Ifracl:; Write in gall their da#ten hatred, write in blood) 
theix cruel attempts: Let them: never be forgotten ;. nor yet 
; ae - what 


Mofes. mult now begin to” 
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what:God had done for Ifrael, “in faving them from Amalek. 


Let ages'to come know, that God fighteth for his people;iand | 


_ be'that toucheth them, toucheth the apple of his eye. 


2."Write what -fhould be done: '(1.) That in procefs of | 
time Amalek fhould be totally ruined, and rooted out; ver. © 
14.5 that it fhould be remembered only in hiftory. ~Amalek - 
would have cut off the name of Ifradl, that that might be no | 
inpre'in remembrance, Pfal. Ixxxiii. 4, 7.3 and therefore God | 


not only difappoints them in that, but cuts off ¢hcir name. 
Write it for the encouragement of Ifrael, whenever the Ama- 


Tekites are an annoyance to them, that Ifrael will at laft un- 


doubtedly triumph im the fallof Amalek. This fentence was 


executed in part by Saul, s-Sam. xv. and ‘completely by_ 


David, ‘chap. xxx. 2Sam. i: -1—viii. 12.; and ‘after his 
time, we never read fo much as of the name of Amalek. 
(2.) That in the mean time God would have a continual con- 
troverfy with them, ver. 16. Becaufe their hand is againft the 
throne of the Lord i.e. againtt the camp of Tfrael, in which 


the Lord ruled; which was the place of bis faniiary, and is 


therefore called aiglorious hich throne from the beginning, Jer. 
xvii, 12.: Therefore the Lord will have war with Amalek 
from ‘generation to generation. "This was’ written for direction to 


Ifrael never to make any league with the Amalekites, but to’ 


Jook ‘upon them as’ itreconcileable ‘enemies, doomed to ruin. 
Amalek’s deftruGion was typical of ‘the deftruation of all the 
enemies of Chrift and his kingdom. Whoever make war with 
the Lamb, the Lamb will overcome them. 


CH ‘AP. XVITE. 2 
This chapler is concerning Mofes himfelf, and the affairs of his 
oun family. 1. Fethre, his father-in-law, brings him his 
wife and children, ver. 1,—6. IL. Mofes entertains his 
father-in-law with great refpek, ver. 7.3 with good difcourfe, 
ver. 8,—11.3 with @ facrifice anda feat, ver. v2. It. 
 Fethro advifeth him about the management of his bufinefs, as 
_a judge in Ifrael, to take puifne judges to his affifiance, ver. 
13,—23.; and Mofes, after fome time, takes his coun/él, 
ver. 24;—26.: And fo they part, vet. 27. 


. 7HEN Jethro the prieft of Midian, Mofes’ 
_father-in-law, heard of all. that God had 

done for Mofes, and for Ifrael his people, and 
that the Lorp had brought Ifrael out of Egypt. 


2 Then Jethro, Mofes’ father-in-law, took Zip-— 


porah Mofes’ wife, after he had fent her back, 
3 And her two fons, of which the name of the 
one was Gerfhom (for he faid, I have been an 
alien in a ftrange land:) 4 And the name of 
the other was Eliezer (for the God of my fa- 


_ ‘ther, faid he, was mine help, and delivered me 


from the fword of Pharaoh.) 5 And Jethro, 
Miofes’ father-in-law, came with his fons and 
his wife unto Mofes, into the wildernefs, where 
he encamped at the mount of God. 6 And he 
faid unto Mofes, I thy. father-in-law Jethro am 
come unto thee, and thy wife, and her two fons 
with her)... : 

This paflage may very well be allowed to happen, 4s it is 
‘placed heres before the giving of the law; and not, as fome 
place it, at Numbr x. rr. Sacrifices were offered before;, in 
‘thefe here mentioned, ver. 12. it is obfervable, that Jethro is 
Said: to take them, nat daron, And as to Jethro’s advifing 
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Mofes to conftitute judges under him, though it is intimated, 
ver. 13. that the occafion of his giving that advice was on the 
morrow ; yet it doth not follow but that Mofes’ fettling of that 
affair might be fome time after, when the law was given, as it 
is placed, Deut. i.'9. It is plain Jethro, himfelf would not 
have ‘him imake this alteration in the government, till he had 


‘received in{trd@ions from God about it, ver. 23.3 which he 


did not till fome time after. ; 

Jethro comes, [1.] To congratulate the happinefs of Ifrael, 
and particularly the honour of Mofes his fon-in-law ; and now 
Jethro thinks himfelf well paid for all the kindnefs he had 
fhewed to Mofes in his diltrefs, and his daughter better match- 
ed than he could fave expected. 
what all the country rang of, the glorious appearances of God 
for his people Ifrael, ver. 1.; and he comes to inquire, and in- 
form himfelf more fully thereof, fee Pfal. cxi. 2.3 and to re- 
joice with them, as'one that had a true refpe& both for them 
and for their God. . ‘Though he, as a Midianite, was not to 
fhare with them inthe promifed land, yet he fhared with them 
in the day of their deliverance. We may thus make, others 
comforts our own, by taking pleafure, as God doth, in the 
profperity of the righteous. [2.] To bring Mofes’ wife and 
children to-him. It feems he had feat them back, probably 
frony the inn where his wife’s lothnefs to have her fen circum- 
cifed had like to have coft him his life, chap. iv. 25. Fearing 
left they fhould be further his hindrance; he fent them home to 
his father-in-law: He. forefaw what difcouragements he was 
likely to meet with.in the. court of Pharaoh, and_ therefore 
would not take any with him of his own family. He was of 
that tribe, that /aid to his father, [ have not known him, when 
fervice was to be done for God, Deut. xxxiii. 9. Thus Chrift’s 
difciples, when they were to go upon an expedition, not much 
unlike that of Mofes, were to forfake wife and children, Mat. 
xix. 29. But though there might be a reafon for the fepara~ 
tion that was between Mofes and his wife for atime ; yet they 
muft come together again, as foon as ever they could with any 
conyenience. It is the law of the relation, Ye hu/bands, dwell 
with your wives, 1 Pet. iit. 7. -Sethro, we may fuppofe, was 
glad of his daughter’s company, and fond of her children ;. yet 
he would not keep Aer from her hufband, nor ‘tem from their 
father, ver. 5,6. Mofes muft have his family with him, that 
while he ruled the church of God, he might’fet a good exam- 
ple of prudence in family-government, 1 Tim, tii. 5. -Mofes 
had now a great deal both of honour and care upon him; and 
it was fit his wife fhould be with him, to fhare with him in 
both. s 
Notice is taken of the fignificant names of his two fons. (1.) 
The eldeft was called Ger/hom, (ver. 3.)\4 frranger: Defign- 
ing thereby not only a memorial of his own condition, but 2 
memorandum to his fon of his; for we are all frangers upon 
earth, as all our fathers were. Mofes had a great uncle almoft 


of the fame name, Ger/bon, A ffranger 3 for though he was 


born in Canaan, Gen. xlvi. 11. yet even theré the patriarchs 
‘confeffed themfelves rangers. (1.) The other he called £- 


liexer, (vet. 4.) My God a help, as we tranflate it: It looks 


back to his deliverance from Pharaoh, when.he made his c- 
{Cape from the flaying of the Egyptians: But if this were (as 
fome.think) the fon.that was circumcifed ‘in the inn as he was 
going, I would rather tranflate it fo as to look forward, which 
the original will bear, The Lord:is mine help, and will deliver 
me from the fword of Pharaoh; which he had reafon to expect 


would be drawn againft him, when he was going to. fetch If. 


racl out of Gondage. Note, When we are undertaking ‘any 
difficult fervice for God and our generation, it is good f 1 
to encourage ourfelves in God as our help: Ele that hath de- 
livered, doth and will. 

Nna2 


7 And 


Jethro could not but hear » 


Bia See 
or us 


284 ; 


4 ¥ And Mofes went out to meet his father- 
in-law, and did obeifance, and kifled him, and 
they afked each other of their welfare: and they 
came into the tent. 8 And Mofes told his fa- 
ther-in-law all that the Lorp had done unto 
Pharaoh, and to the Egyptians, for Ifrael’s fake, 
and all the travail that had come upon them by 
the way, and bow the Lorp delivered them. 
gAnd Jethro rejoiced for all the goodnefs which 
the Lorp had done to Ifrael: whom he had de- 
livered out of the hand of the Egyptians. 10 
Jethro faid, Bleffed be the Lorp who hath de- 
livered you out of the hand of. the Egyptians, 
and out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath de- 
livered the people from under the hand of the 
Egyptians, 11 Now I know that the Lorp is 
greater than all gods: for in the thing wherein 
they dealt proudly,he was above them. 12 And 
Jethro Mofes’ father in-law took a burnt- offer- 
ing and facrifices for God: and Aaron came, 
and all the elders of Ifrael, to eat bread with 
Mofes’ father-in-law, before God. 


Obferve here, Firfl, The kind greeting that was between 
* Mofes and his father-in-law, ver. 7. Though Mofes was a 
prophet of the Lord, a great prophet, and king in Jefhurun, 
yet he fhewed a very humble refpect to his father-in-law. How- 


ever God in ‘his providence is pleafed to advance us, we mutt | 


make confcience of giving honour to whom honour is due, and 
never look with difdain upon our poor relations. Thofe that 
ftand high in the favour of God, are not thereby difcharged 
from the duty they owe to men; nor will that jultify them in 
a ftately haughty carriage. 
did obeifance to him, and kifed him. Religion doth not deftroy 
good manners. ‘They a/ked each other of their welfare : 
the kind how-do-you’s that paffed between them, are taken no- 
tice of as the expreffions and ipprorc ans of mutual love and 
friendfhip. » 

Secondly, The narrative that Mofes gave his father-in-law 
of the great things God had done for Ifrael, ver. 8. This was 
one ching Jethro came for, to know more fully and particularly 
what he had heard the general report of. Note, Talk of God’s 
_ wondrous works is profitable talk ; it is good, and to the ufe of 
ed. fying, Pfal. cv. 2. compare Pfal. cxlv. 11, 12. Afking and 
telling news, and aiid eine of it, is not.only an allowable en- 
tertainment of converfation, but is capable of being turned to 
a very good account by taking notice of God’s providence, and 
- the operations and tendencies of that in all occurrences. 

Thirdly, The impreffions this narrative made upon Jethro : 

[t.] He congratulated God’s Ifrael, ver. 9. Fethro rejoi- 
ced: He not only rejoiced in the honour done to his fon-in- 
‘law, but in a@// the goodue/s done to Mrael, Ser. 9. Note, Pub- 
lic bleflings are the joy of public fpirits. While the Ifraelites 
were themfelves murmuring, notwithftandi ing all God’s “good- 
nefs to them, here was a Midianite rejoicing. This was not 
‘the only time that the faith of the Gentiles fhamed the unbe- 
lief of the Jews ; fee Mat. vill. 10. Standers-by were more 
affected with’ the favours God had fhewed to Ifrael, than’ they 
were that received them. - 

[2.] He gave the glory to Ifrael’s God, ver.10.' Blefed be 
Jehovah (for by that name he is now knowa,) whe hath deli- 
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vered you, Mofes and Aaron, out of the hand of Pharaoh ; that- 
though he defi igned your death, he could not effeét.it, and by 
your miniftry has delivered the people. Note, Whatever we: 
have the joy ef, God muft have the praife of. , 

[3.] His faith was hereby confirmed, and he took this o¢- 
cafion to make a folemn profeffion of it, ver. 15. Now know. I 
that Fehovah is greater than all gods. _Obferve, 1, The mat- 
ter of his faith: That the God of Jfrael is greater than all. 
pretenders, all falfe and counterfeit. deities, that. ufurp divine 
honours ;_ he filenceth them, fubdues them, and is too hard for. 
them all, arid therefore is himfelf the only Lving and true God. 
He is alfo higher than all. princes and potentates, who alfo are 
called gods ; and has both an inconteftable authority over them, 
and an irrefi{tible power to controul and over-rule them; he 
manages them all as-he pleafeth, and gets honour upon them, 
how great foever they are. 2dly, The confirmation and im- 
provement of his faith: No know I. He knew it before, 


| but now he knew it better; his faith grew up to a full affu- 


rance upon this frefh evidence. ‘I hofe -obftinately fhut their 
eyes againft the cleareft light, who do not know that the Lord 
is greater than all gods.  3dly, The ground and reafon upon 
which-he built: For wherein they dealt proudly, (the  magi- 
cians, and the idols of Egypt they worfhipped, or Pharaoh and 
‘his grandecs,) they both oppofed God, and fet up in competi- 
The magicians were 
bafled, the idols fhaken, Pharaoh humbled, his powers broken, 
and, in fpite of all their confederacies, God’s Ifrael was refcu-. 
ed out of their hands.. Note, Sooner or latter God will thew. 
himfelf above thofe that by their proud dealing conteft with him.. 
He that exalteth him/felf againft God, fall be abafed. , 
- Lafily, The expreflions of their joy and thankfulnefs : They 
had communion with each other, both in a feaft and in a fa- 
crifice, ver. 12. Jethro being hearty in Ifrael’s. interefts, was 
cheerfully admitted, though a Midianite, into fellowfhip with. 
Mofes and the elders of Ifrael; _forap much as he alfo is the 
fon of Abraham, though of a younger houfe. 

1. They joined in a facrifice of thank/giving : Fethro took 
burnt-offerings for God, and probably offered them himfelf ; for. 
he was a prieff in Midian, and a worlhipper of the true Ged, : 
and the priefthood was not yet fettled in Ifrael. Note, Mu. 
tual friendthip is /anctified by joint worfhip. It is a very good 
thing for relations and friends, when they come together, to 
join together in the fpiritual: facrifices of prayer and brates as 
thofe that meet in Chrift the centre of unity. : 

2. They joined in a feaff of rejoicing, a feaft upon the bat <e 
fice.. Mcfes, upon this occafion, invited his relations and friends 
to an entertainment in his own tent; a laudable ufage among 
friends, and which Chrift himfelf not only warranted, but re-. 
commended by his acceptance of fuch invitations. This was a. 
temperate feaft: They did eat bread. This bread, we may 
fuppofe, was manna: Jethro mult fee and tafte that bread from. 
heaven; and, though a Gentile, is as welcome to it as any If- 
raelite. The Gentiles ftill are fo to Chrift, the Bread of life. 
It was a feat kept after a godly fort : They did eat bread be 
fore God; foberly, thankfully, in the fear of God, and their: 
table-falk fuch as Became faints. Thus we muft eat and drink 
to the glory of God, behaving ourfelves at our tables as thofe. 
that believe God’s eye upon us. 


134And it came to pafs'on the morrow that 


Moles fat to judge the people: and the people 


ftood by Mofes, from the: morning unto the e- 
vening. I4 And when Mofes’ father-in-law 
faw all that he did to the people, he faid, What 
is this thing that thou doeft to the people? Why 

= 
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-fitteft thou thyfelf alone, and all the people 


ftand by thee from morning unto even? 15 And | 
Mofes faid unto his father-in-law, Becaufe the © 
- people come unto me to inquire of God. 16. 


When they have a matter, they come unto me, 
and I judge between one and another, and I do 
make them know the ftatutes of God, and his 
laws..- 17 And Mofes’ father-in-law faid unto 
him, The thing that thou doeft is not good. 18 


Thou wilt furely wear away, both thou, and this - 


people that zs with thee: for this thing zs too 
heavy for thee; thou art not able to-perform it 
thyfelf alone. 19 Hearken now unto my voice, 
I will give thee counfel, and God fhall be with 
thee: Be thou for the people to God-ward, that 
thou mayeft bring the caufes unto God: 20 
And thou fhalt.teach them ordinances and laws, 
and fhalt fhew them the way wherein they mutt 
-walk, and the work that they muft do, 21 
Moreover, thou fhalt provide out of all the 
‘people, able men, fuch as fear God, men of 
truth, hating covetoufnefs; and place /uch o- 


ver them, ¢o be rulers of thoufands, amd ru-- 


lers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and: rulers of 
tens: 22 And let them judge the people at all 


feafons: and it fhall be, that every great matter 


_they {hall bring unto thee, but every fmall mat- 
-ter they fhall judge: fo fhall it be eafier for thy- 
felf, and they fhall bear the burden with thee. 
23 If thou fhalt do this thing, and God: com- 

-mand thee /o, then thou fhalt be able to endure, 
and all this people fhall alfo go to their place in 
peace... 24So Mofes hearkened to the voice of 
his father-in-law, and did all that he had faid.. 
25 And.Mofes chofe able men out of all Ifrael, 
and made them heads over the people, rulers 

of thoufands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, 
and rulers of tens. 26 And they judged the 
people at all feafons: the hard caufes they 
brought unto Mofes, but every fmall matter 
they judged’ themfelves. 

his father-in-law depart ; and he went his way 
into his own land. . 

:  Heretis; Firft, The great zeal’ and induftry of Mofes asa 
magi(trate. Having been employed to redeem: Ifrael out of the 
-houfe of bondage, herein ‘he is further a-type. of Chrift, that-he 
is employed as a lawgiver and judge among them. — 


[1.] He was to anfwer inquiries, and acquaint them with” 


the will of God in doubtful cafes ; and to explain the laws of 
God that were already given them, concerning the fabbath, 
the manna, &c. befides the laws of nature, relating both to pic- 
ty and equity, ver. 15, Zhey came to inquire of God 3. and 
happy it was for them that they had fuch an oracle to confult,. 
We are ready to with many a time we had fome fuch certain 
-way of knowing God’s mind, when we are at a lofs what to 
-do. Mofes was faithful both to him that appointed him, and. 


E: Xx @ iD’. S&S: 


27 GF And Mofes let 


285 
to them that confulted him; and made them know the flatutes - 
of God, and his laws, ver. 16. His bufinefs was not’to make 
laws ; but to make known God’s laws ; his place was but that 
of a /ervant. 

[2.] He was.to decide controversies, and determine matters- 
in variance, judging deteeen a man and his fellow, ver. 16. 
And if «the people were as quarrelfome one with another as 
they. were with God, no doubt he had a great many caufes 
brought ‘before him; and the more, becavfe their trials put them 
to no expence, nor-was the law coffly to them... When a quar= 
rel happened in Egypt, and Mofes would have reconciled the 
contenders, they afked, Who made thee a prince and a judge? 
But now it was paft difpute, that God had made him. one ; 
and they humbly attend him. whom they had then proudly re- 
jected. 

This was the bufinefs Mofes was called to, and-it appears 
that he did it, 

(1.) With great confideration ; which fome think is inti- 
mated in his pofture. He /at to judge, ver. 13. compofed and 
fedate. , 

_ (2:) With great condefcenfion to the people, who flood by 
him, ver. 14. He was very eafy-of accefs, the meaneft If: 
raelite was welcome himfelf to bring his caufe before him. « 

(3-) With great. conftancy and clofenefs of application : 
t. Though Jethro, his father-in-law, was with him, whicl 
might have given him’a-good pretence for a vacation, he might. 
have. adjourned the court: for that day, or at leaft have /borten- 


ed it; yet he fits, even the next day after his coming, from 
, morning till evening. Note,: Neceflary bufinefs mut always 


take place: of civil refpeéts. It is too great a compliment to our 


friends, to prefer the enjoyment of their company before our 


‘duty to God; which ought to be done, and yet the other’ not 
left untlone. 2. Though Mofes was advanced to great honour, 


"yet he did: notitherefore take his cafe, and throw upon others 


the burden of care and bufinefs ; no, he thought his preferment, 


‘ inftead. of difcharging him from fervice, obliged’ him tovit. 


Thofe think of themfelves above. cvhat is meet, that think it be- 
low them to do good. It.is the honour even of angels them- 
felves. to be ferviceable. 3..'Though the people had been pro- 
voking to him, and were ready to {tone him, chap. xvi. 4. yet 
ftill, he made himfelf the /ervant of all Note, Though»others 


fail in their duty to us, yet we muft not therefore negleét ours 
. to them. 
. bufinefs from morning till night, and made. it his meat and drink 


4- Though he was an old man, yet be ftuck to his 


to do-it. God had given him great {trength both of body and 
mind, ‘which enabled him to go sthrough a great «deal of work . 
with eafe and pleafure ; and tor the encouragement of others 
to fpend and be fpent in the fervice of God, it proved, that 
after all his labours, his natural force was not abated. Vhey 
that wait on the Lord and his fervice, thall renew their firerigth. 

Secondly, "The. great prudénce and confideration. of. Jethro as 


- a friend. 


1. He difliked the method that’ Mofes took; and was fo. 


” free with him as to tell him fo, ver: 14,—18. He.thought it 


was too much bufinefs for Mofes to undertake himfelf alone ; 
that it would be a prejudice to his‘own health, and too great a 
fatigue to him. It would likewife make the adminiftration of 
juftice tirefome to the people. And. therefore he: tells. him 
plainly, /t is not good. Note, There may be over-doing even 


in well-doing; and therefore our zeal muft always be governed 


by difcretion, that\our good may not be evil fpoken of. Wifdom | -” 


is profitable to dired, that we neither content ourfelves with //s. 

than our duty, nor over-tafk ourfelves with that which is beyond ' 
our firength. oie 
2. He advifed him to fuch a model of government as would 
better anfwer the intention; which was, (1.) ‘That, he sm 
- referye 
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refervé to himfelf all spplicatioas to God, wer. 19. Be thon 
for thea: t9 Gad-zoard: Thst was an honour which it was net 
“gt any other fhould fhare with him in, Numb. xii. 6,8. Al- 
fo, whatever concerned the whele congregation in general, mait 
pais through his hand, yer. 28. But, (2.) That-he fhould'ap- 
point judges.in the {everal tribes and families, who fhould try 
coufes defawen man oad man, end determine them; which 


would be done with lef noife, and more difpatch, than in the” 


-affembly, wherein Mofes himfelf prefided. ‘Thus they 
vault be governed as'a nation, by a ding es fapreme, and infe- 
rier magiftrates fer? and commiifioned dy dim, 1 Pet. 1.12, 14. 
‘Thus many hands would meke Eght work; caufes would be 
fooner heard, and ‘the people eafed, by having juftice brought 
to theirtent-doors. ‘Yet, (5.) An appeal might lie, if there 
were juft canfe for it, from thefe inferior courts to Mofes him- 
felf; at deaft, ifthe judges were themfelves at a lofs: ver. 22. 
Every great matier they fball bring unto thee. ‘Thus that great 
mar thould be the more ferviceable, by being employed only 
in great matizrs. Note, Thofe whofe gifts and ftations are 
moit eminent, may yet. be greatly furthered in their wark by 
the affiftance of thefe that are every way their inferiors, which 
therefore they fhould ‘not defpife. The head hath need of the 
bands and feet, 1 Cor. xi. 21. Great men fhould- act only 
ftudy to be xfzful themfelves, but contrive how to take others 
ufefut, according as their capacity is. 

This is Jethro’s advice; by which -it appears, that though 
Mofes excelled him in prophecy, he excelied Mofes in politics. 
fet he adds two qualifications:to his counfel: 


1f, That great care fhould be teken im the ‘choice af | 
-the perfons who fhould be admitted imto this truft, ver. . 


ar. ‘They muit be abl men, &c. It was reqnifite that 


they fhould be men of the beit- charafter, (1.) For judgment | , 


and refolution; able men: Men of good fenfe, that underitood 
bufinefs ; and dold men, that would not be cautioned by frowns 
or clamours. Clear heads and {tout hearts make good judges. 
(2.) For piety and.religion ;_fuch-as fear God > Who believe 
there is a God above them, whofe eye is upon them, to whom 
they are accountable, and whofé judgment they ftand in awe 
‘of: Confcientious men, that dare not do an ill thing, though 
they could.do it ever fo fecretly and fecurely. The fear of Gad 
is that principle which will befi fortify a man againfi all temp- 
tations to injuftice, Neh. v. 15. Gen. xlii. 18. ( 3.) For in- 
tegrity and honelty; men ef truth: Whofe word one may take, 
and whofe fidelity one may rely upon; that would not for a 
world tell a lie, a& a part, or betray a tmuft.. (4.) Fora noble 
and generous contempt of worldly wealth: Hating covctoufhefs; 
not only not feeking bribes, or aiming to enrich themfelves, 
but abhorring the thought of it. He is fit to be a magiftrate, 
that de/piftth.the gain of oppreffions, and foaketh his hands from 
she holding of bribes, Ya. xxxwi. 15. 

2dly, "That he fhould attend Ged’s direGtion in the eafe, 
ver. 23. If thou fhalt co this thing, and Ged command thee fa. 
Jethro knew that Mofes had a better counfellor than he wes, 
and to his counfel he refers him. Note, Advices «muft-be®gi- 
ven with an humble fubmiffion to the word’ and providence of 
Ged, which. muft always over-rule. 

Now Mofes did not cefpife this advice, becaufe it came from 
one not acquainted, as he was, with the words of God and the 
vifions of the Almighty ; but bearkened to the voice of his fatker- 


in-lawe, ver. 24. When he came to confider the thing, he ~ 


faw the réafonablenefs of what his father-in-law offered, amd 
refolved to put-it in practice; ‘which he‘did: foon after, when 
he. had-received.diregiions. from God in that matter. Nete, 
Thofe are not fo wife as they would be thought’ to be, who 
think themfelves too wife. to. be.counfelled;.for.c-<vi/é man, that 
is truly fo, will bear, and will increafe learning, endcnot Might 
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good counfl, though given by an inferior. Mofes did not 
jeave the ele@ion of the magiftrates to the people, who had al- 
ready done enough to prove themfelves unfit for fuch a truft 
but de chofe them, and appointed them, fome for greater, ~o- 


thers for leffer divifions ; the leffer probably fubordinate to the — 


greater We have reafon to value government as a ‘very great 
mercy, and to thank God.for laws and magiftrates; that we 
are not like the fjbes of the fea, where the greater devour 
the leffer. ; Basie 

’ Laftiy, Here is Jethro’s retern to his own land, ver. 27. 
No doubt he todk hame with him the improvemients he had 


made in the knowledge of God, and communicated them to | 


his neighbours for their inftruétion. It is fuppofed, that. the 
Kenites, méationed 1 Sam. xv. 6. were the polterity of Je- 
thro, (compare Judg. i. 16.); and they are there taken under 


fpecial prote@iion, for the kindnefs their anceftor here ‘fhewed — 


to Ifael. The good-will fhewed to God’s people, even in the 
fmalleit inftances, fhall in no wife lofe its reward, but fhall 
recompenied at furtheft in the refurrection.- — eee 


CH AP. xk. ai 

This chapter introduccth the folemnity of the giving of the law 
upon mount Sinai,.evhich was one of the moft fenfible appear- 
ances of the Divine glory that ever was in this lower world, 
Here is, 1. The circumftances of time and place, ver. 1, 2. 
Il. The covenant between God and Ijrael fettied in general : 
Tike gracious propofal God made to them, ver. 3,—6.; and 
their confent to. the propofal, ver. 7,8. IL]. Notice given 
three days before of Ged’s defign to give the law out of a 
thick cloud, ver. 9.3 orders given to prepare the people to re- 
ceive the law, ver. 10,—13.; and care taken to execute 
thefe orders, ver. 14, 15. IV. A terrible appearance ef God’s 
glory upon mount Sinai, ver. 16,—20. V. Silence proclaim- 
ed, aud flria charge given to the people to obferve a decorum 
while God [pake to them, ver. 20,—25. 


¥N the third month, when the children of If. 


rael were gone forth out of the land of E- 


eypt, the fame day came they zto the wilder- 
2 For they were departed from. 


nefs of Sinai. 
Rephidim, and were come zo the defart of Si- 
nai, and had pitched im the wildernefs, and 
there Ifruel camped before the mount. 3 And 
Mojes went up unto God, and the Lorp called 
unte him out of the mountain, faying, Thus 
fhalt thou fay to the houfe of Jacob, and tell 
the children of Iirael; 4 Ye have feen what I 
did unto the Egyptians, and bow I bare you'on 
eegles wings, and brought you unto myfelf. 5 
Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, 
and keep-my covenant, then ye fhall-be a pe- 


culiar treafure unto me above all people: for 


all the earth zs mine. 6 And ye fhall be unto 
me a kingdom of priefts, and an holy nation. 


Thete are the words which thou fhalt {peak 
7 § And Moies 


unto the children. of Ifrael. 
came and called for the elders ot the people, 


and laid before their faces all thefe words which 


the Lorp commanded him. § And all the 


people anfwered together, and faid, All that _ 


the Lorn. hath fpoken, we will.do.. And Mo- 
: fes 


4 
‘ 


‘ 
% 


.. was incorporated. 


Chap. XVIIL. 


fes returned the words of the people unto the 
Lorp, Be tA 


Here ts, I. The date of that great charter by which Ifrael 
(1.) The time when it bears date, ver. 1. 
-In the third month after they came out of Egypt. It is com- 
puted, that the law was given juft fifty days after. their coming 
out of Egypt; in remembrance of which, the feaft of pentecoft 
was obferved the fiftieth day after the paffover; and in com- 
pliance with which, the {pirit was poured out upon the a- 
poftles at: the: fealt-of pentecoft, fifty days after the death of 
Chrift. In Egypt they had. fpoken of three days journey into 
the wildernefs, to. the place of their. facrificing, chap, v. 3.3) 
but. it proved to be almoft-two. months: journey ; fo .often are 
we out in calculation of tunes, and: things prove longer: zn the 
doing than we expected. (2.) The: place whence it bears: 


_ date: From mount Sinai; a place which nature,. not art; had. 


made eminent and: conSpicuous, for it-was the higheft_ in. all 
that range of mountains: ‘Thus God pat contempt. upon ci- 
ties, and palaces, and magnificent ftrudbues.; fetting up his pa- 
vilion on the top of a high mountain, in: a wafte and barren 
defart, there to carry on this treaty. It is. called Sinai, from 
the multitude of thoy buthes that overfpread it. 

Il. The charter idelf.. Mofes was called: up to the moun- 
tain, om the top of which God. had pitched» his tent, and at 
the foot of which Hrael had pitched: theirs, and: was employ- 
ed asthe: mediator, or tather no ‘more but. the meffenger, of 
the covenant, ver. 3. Thus fhalt thow fay unta the houfe of 
Fa-ob, and tell the chilircn of Ifrael. . Herethe leamed Bifhop 
Watrick notes, That: the: people are called by the names both 
of Facob and Sfrael,to rind them, that they: who lately: had 
been as low.as Jacob whenvhe went to: Padanaram, were now 
grown: as greatas God made him whea: he came from: thence 
(juftly ennched: withthe: fpoils of hnn that had oppreffed him,) 
and was called: J/rael. 

Now obferve; 1. That the Maker and fir Mover of the 
covenant. is Ged himfelf. Nothing was {aid or done’ by this 
{tupid: unthmking people themfelves towards this’ fettlement ; 
no motion made, no petition pat up for God’s favour: But 
this bleffed charter was: granted: ex mero motu, purely ovt. of 
God’s own good-wilk Note, Imallour dealings with God, 
free grace’ prevents: us with the bleflings of goodnefs; and all 

- Our comfort Is) @wing not to. our knowing Ged but rather to 
our being kuown of him, Gal. iv..g.. 
and covenant: with him, decau/e he firf loved-us, vifitedus, and: 
covenanted! with usi: God is the /pha, and: therefore mutt be: 
the Omega. 2. 'That the matter of the covenant is: not only 
jupt' and! unesceptionable, and fuch: as puts no hardfhip: upow: 


~ thems but kinct-and’ gracious, and: fuch as gives:them the great~ 


eft privileges’ and advantages imaginable. 

_ Bie, He minds then of what he had done for them, ver. 

‘4e Hie had) righted them, and avenged them upon: their per- 
- feeutors and oppreflors: Ye have feea what L did unto the E- 


’ gyptians ; how many. lives: were facrificed to} Hrael’s honour: 


and: intereft, He had given them the moit unparalleled! in 
ftances of his: favour to them, and. his care of them: L bare 
you on eagles: wings 3 a-high expreflion of the: wonderfub ten- 


dernefs God had fhewed for them; it is: explaiged|, Deut. 


XXXL. TI, 12.. Itnotes: great /peed : God: not only came 
upon the wing for their deliveraace, when the fet time was) 
come, he rode: on a cherub, and did fly ;. bat he-haftened them: 
~ out as) it. were upon the. wing. fvlfo;. that he: did: ie-with 


great cafe; witly the fivength, as well as with: the fwiftnels of. 


at eagle: They that: faint not, nor are weary, are faid to: mount 
up with wings as eagles, Wa. xh.31. Efpecially it notes'God’s 
particular'care of them, and-afieCiom to them,. Even Egypt, 


— 


We. lowe himy. vilit himy. 
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| fhouldd be ruled by. him. 
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that: iron furnace, was the neft'in. which, thefe young ones were 
hatched, where they were firlt formed. asthe embryo of.a na- 
tion; when, by the increafe of their numbers, they -grew.to 
fome maturity, they, were carried.out of that-neft. Other birds 
carry their young in-their talons, but the eagle (they fay) upon 
her wings; fo that even thofe, artifts which, /boat Ayingy cannot 
hurt the young ones, but. they mult firlt /hoot through the old 
one. Thus in the Red-fea, the pillar of cloud-arid fire; the to. - 
ken” of God’s prefence, interpofed itfelf between the Ifraelites 
and. their purfuer's, lines of deteace which could, not:be.foreéds 
a-wall which could not be penetrated: Yet. this, was not all: 
Their way fo: paved, fo guarded, was. glorious ;. but-their end 
much more fo, J brought you unto myfei{s They-were, brought 
not only into a {tate of liberty and honour; but into: covenant 
and communion with: God. This was. the glory: of their deli 
veranice ; as itis ofieuxs by Chrift, that he died, the juff for the 
unjufl, that he might-dring us to. Ged. This. God aims:atsin 
all the gracious, methods: of his, providence-and: grace 5) to bring . 
us back to himfelf, from whom we have revolted; ;.and:to bring 
us home to him/felf, in whom alone we canbe happy. He ap- 
peals to. themfelves, and their own obfervation aad -expérience, 
for the truth of what is here infifted on: Xe have feen whatf 
did ; fo that they could not difbelieve God, unlefs they would 
firft dibelieve their own. eyes. They faw how: all :that: was 
done was purely the Lord’s doing + It was not they: that reach- 
ed towards God; but it was he that: drought thenr to himfelf., 
Sore have: well obferved, that the Old. TVeltament; church is 


faid: to: be. borne/upon eagles wings; noting; the power of that 
| difpenfationy which was carnied-onv with: an high hand, and an 


out-fretched arm: But the New Teflament: church is faid to be 


| gathered by. the Lord Jefus, as a hem gathers her thickeas under 
| her wings, Mat. xxiii. 317; noting the grace and compafiea 
| ofthat difpenfation, andythe adminable condefcenfiomand humi-« 
| liation: of the Redeemer. : 


Secondly; He tells them. plainly what he expeéted and re 


_ quired: from them, in one word, Obedience; vers 5s: Phatthey 


fhould obey: his voice indeed, and keep his covenant. Being 
thus faved Ly him, that. which he infitted upon wasy that they 
The: reafonablene{s of this dermand 
is long after pleaded with them, That..i2 the day. he brought 


| them. out of ‘the land of Egypt, this was the condition of the! 
| covenant, Oley my. voice; Jer. vis 23.5. And this he is faid tor 


| proteft earneftly to. them, Jer. xis 4, 7. 


“© Only: obey indeed ; 


- not in protefton and promife only, not in pretence, but in’ fins - 


cerity. God had fhewed. them rea/ favours, and therefore re- 
quired real obedience. 
Thirdly, He affures them of the honour he would put up- 


_ om them, and the kindnefs he would fhew them, in-cafe they 


| did thus: keep his covenant, ver. 5, 6. 


Then ye fhall be a pea 


culiar treafure to me. He doth not inflance in any one parti~ 


cular favour, as giving them the: land of Canaan, or the like ; 


bat expreffeth it in that which was inclufive of all happinefs, 
‘That he would be to.them'@ God ia covenant, and they fhould 
be to him: a peoples 

[ 1. God here:afferts: his foyereignty over, and propriety iy - 
the. whole vifible creation’: All the earth is mine. 'Vherefore 
he needed them not: He that had-fo vaft.a dominion, was great - 
enough, and happy enough, without concerning himfelf for fo 
fall a demefn as Ifrael was. All nations of the earth being 
his, he might chufe which he pleafed for his peculiar, and act- 


' insa way of fovereignty, 


~<dear-unto him: “ You thall be a peculiar treafure.’? 


- [2..] He appropriates Irael to himfelf (1.) Ars a people 
Not that . 
God was enriched by them, as a. man is by his-treaftire ; but 


| he was plealed to value and efteem them’ as a man doth’ his 
’ treafiae : They,were precious: in: his fight; and honourable, Wa. 


xiii. 
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xliti, 4. He fet his love upon them, Deut. vii. 7.5 took them 
under his fpecial care and proteétion, as a treafure that is kept 
ander lock and key. He looked upon the reft. of the world. 
but as trafh and lumber in comparifion with them. By giving 
them divine revelation, inftituted ordinance, promifes inclufiye 
of eternal life, fending his prophets among them, and pouring 
out his Spirit upon them, he diftinguifhed them from, and dig- 
nified them above, all people. And this honour have all the 
faints: They are unto God a peculiar people, Tit. ii, 14. 3 his 
when he makes up his jewels. (2.) As a people devoted to him 
and to his honour and fervice, ver. 6. 4 kingdom of priefts, 
an holy nation. All the Ifraelites, if compared with other 


people, were priefs unto God’; fo near were they to him, Pfal. , 


cxlviii. 14. fo much employed in his immediate fervice, aid 
fach intimate communion they had with him. When they 
were firft made a free people, it was that they might /acri- 
fice to the Lord their God as priefls: "They were under God’s 
- jmmediate government ; and the tendency of the laws given 
them, was to diftinguifh them from others, and engage them for 
God, as a holy nation. Thus all believers are, through Chrift, 
roade to our God kings and priefts, Rev. 1.6. ; a chofen gene- 
tion, a royal priefthood, « Pet. ii. 9. 

III. Ifrael’s acceptance of this charter, and confent to the 
conditions of it. (1.) Mofes faithfully delivered God’s mef- 
fage to them, ver. 7. He laid before their faces all thefe 
words: He not only explained to them what God had given 
him in charge; but he put it to their choice, whether ‘they 

- would accept thefe promifes upon thefe terms or no. His laying 
it to their faces, {peaks his laying it to their confciences. (2.) 
They readily agreed to the covenant propofed. They would 
oblige themfelves to obey the votce of God, and take it as a 
sgreat favour to be made a kingdom of priefts to him. They 


anfwered together as one man, nemine contradicente, ver. 8. 


All that the Lord hath fpoken, we will do. Thus they 
{trike the bargain, accepting the Lord to be to them a God, 
.and giving up themfelves to be to him.a people. O that there 
~ had. been fuch a heart. in them! (3.) Mofes, as a mediator, re- 
* tured the words of the people to God, ver. 18. Thus 
Chrift, the Mediator between us and God, as a Prophet, re- 
veals God’s will to us, his precepts and promifes; and then, 
as a Prieft, offers.up to God our fpiritual facrifices, not only of 
prayer and praife, but of devout affections and pious refolutions, 
the work of his own Spirit in us.» Thus he is that bleffed 
Days-man, who lays his hand upon us both. 

g And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Lo, I come 
unto thee in a thick cloud, that the people may 
hear when I {peak with thee, and believe thee 
for ever. And Mofes told the words of the peo- 
ple unto the Lorn. 
unto Mofes, Go unto the people, and. fan ify 
them to-day and to-morrow, and let them wath 
their clothes, 11 And be ready againft the 
third day: for the third day the Lorp will 


come down in the fight of all the people, upon | 


mount Sinai, 412 And thou fhalt fet bounds 
unto the people round about, faying, Take 
heed to yourfelves, that ye go.nct up into the 
mount, or touch the border of it: whofeever 
toucheth the mount, fhall be furely putt. to 
death.. 13 There fhall not an hand touch it, 
but he fhall furely be ftoned or fhot through; 
whether i¢ be beaft or man, it fhall not live: 


ro € And the Lorop faid 


1 
x 


Chap. KIX. 


when the trumpet foundeth long, they {hall 
come up to the mount. ~ 14 § And Mofes 
went down from the mount unto the people, 
and. fanétified the people, and they wafhed 
their clothes. 315 And he faid unto the people, 


Be ready againft the third day: come not at 


your wives. 


Here, Firff, God fignifies to’ Mofes his purpofe of coming 
down upon Mount Sinai, in fome vifible appearance of his glo- 


ry in a thick cloud, ver. g.: For he faid he would ¢well in the 


thick darknefs, 2 Chron. vi. 1. and: make that his pavilion, 
Pfal. xviii. r1.; holding back the face of his throne, then when 
he fet it upon Mount Sinai, and /pread a cloud, upon it, Job 


xxvi..g. This thick cloud was to prohibit curious inquiries in-. 


to things fecret, and to command an awful adoration of that of 
God which was revealed. He would come down in the fight: 
of all the people, ver. 11.: "Though they fhould /ee na manner of 
Jimilitude, yet they fhould fee fo much as would convince them 
that God was among them of a truth: And fo high was the. 
top of Mount Sinai, that it is fuppofed, -not only the camp of 


Ifrael, but even'the countries about, might difcern fome ex-: 


traordinary appearance of glory upon it, which would ftrike a 
terror upon them. 
defigned in it, was to put an-honour upon Mofes, ver. 9. ; 
That they may hear when I [peak with thee, and believe thee 


for ever. Thus the correfpondence was to be firft fettled by: 
a fenfible appearance of thé Divine Glory, which was after- - 


wards to be carried on more filently by the miniftry of Mofes, 
In like manner, the-Holy Ghoft defcended vifibly upon Chrift 
at his baptifm, and all that were prefent. heard God fpeak to 
him, Mat. iii. 17. that afterwards, without the repetition of 
fuch vifible tokens, they might believe him. So likewife the 


Spirit defcended in cloven tongues upon the apoftles, Ads ii., 
3. that they might be believed. “Obferve, When the people had 


declared themfelves willing to obey the voice of God, then God 
promifed they fhould Acar his voice 3 for if any man. be refol- 
ved to do his will, he foall know it, fohn vil. 17. . 


Secondly, He ordered Mofes to make preparation for this. 
- great folemnity, giving him two days time for it. oF 


[1.] He mutt fandify the people, ver. 10.3 as Job, before 
this, fent and /andified his fons, Job i. 5. 
expectation, by giving. them notice what God would do; and 
afhit their preparation, by dire€ting them what they ntu/? do. 
San&ify them 3 i.e. Call them off from their worldly bufinefs, 


“and call them to religious exercifes, meditation and prayer, 


that they may receive the law from God’s mouth with reve- 
rence and devotion: Let them be ready, ver: 11. “Note, 


When we are to attend upon God in folemn ordinances, it. 


concerns us to fandify ourfelves, and to get ready before-hand. 
‘Wandering thoughts muft be gathered in, impure affections a- 


bandoned, difquieting paflions fupprefled, nay, and all cares . 


about fecular bufinefs for the prefent di/miffed and laid by, that 
our hearts may be engaged to approach unto God. ‘Two things 
particularly were preferided, as figns and inftances of their pre- 
paration : (+) In token.of their cleanfing of themfelves from 


all finful pollutions, that they might be holy to God, they mutt, 
' wafb ther clothes, ver..10.3; and they did fo, ver. 14. Not: 
that God regards our: clothes; but while they were wafhing. 
their clothes he would have them think of cwafbing their fouls- 
by repentance, from the fins they had.contracted in Egypt-and . 


fince their deliverance. ‘It becomes us to appear in clean clothes 


when we wait upon great men ; {o clean . ears are required in; 
our attendance on the great’God, who {ees them as plainly:as. 
men fee our clothes. This is abfolutely neceliary to our ac- 

" ceptable 


But that which feems to have been much’ 


He mutt raife their: 


“Chap. RIX. 


1 


“ceptable worbhipping of ‘God. See’ Pfal. xxvi. 6. Ifa. i. 16, 


¥8.. Heb. x.22. 
entirely to their religious exercifes upon this occafion, they 


muft abftain even from lawful enjoyments during thefe three © 


days, and not come at their wives, ver. 15. See 1 Cor. vii. 5. 
»  [2.] He muft ft bounds about the'mountain, ver..12, 13. 
Probably he drew a line or ditch round at the foot of the hill, 
which none were to pafs upon pain of death. This was to 
intimate, (1.) That humble and awful reverence which ought 


to poffefs the minds of all thofe that worfhip God. We are 
_mean creatures before a great Creator, vile finners before a ho- 


™ 


ly righteous Judge; and therefore a godly fear and fhame well 


becomes us, Heb. xii. 28. Pfal. tiax. (2.) The diftance 
which worfhippers were kept at under that difpenfation ; which 
swe ought to take notice_of, that we may the more value our 
privilege under the gofpel, having Jdoldne/s to enter into the ho- 
hieft, by the blood of Fefus, Heb. x. 19. 

_ [4-} He muft order the people to attend upon the fum- 
mons that fhould be given, ver. 13. When the trumpet /oundeth 


. dong, then Jet them take their places at the foot of the mount, 


and fo fit down at God's feet, as it is explained, Deut. xxxiii. 
3. Never was fo great a congregation called together, and 
preached to at once, as this was here. No one man’s yoice 
eould have reached fo many ; but the voice of God did. 


16 And it came to ‘pafs.on the third day in 
the morning, that there were thunders and 
lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, 


and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud ;, 


fo that all the people that ‘was in the camp, 
trembled. 17 And Mofes brought forth, the 


people out of the camp to. meet with God, and — 


‘they ftood at the nether part of the mount. 18 
‘And mount ‘Sinai was altogether on a {moke, 
becaufe the Lorn defcended upon it in fire: 
and the fmoke thereof afcended as the fmoke 
of-a furnace, and the whole mount quaked 
greatly. 1g And when the voice of the trum- 
pet founded long, and waxed louder and loud- 
er, Mofes fpake, and God an{wered him by.a 
voice. 20. And the. Lorp came down. upon 
mount Sinai; on the top of the mount: and the 
‘Lorp called Mofes up to the top of the mount, 
and Mofes went up. 21 And’ the Lorn faid 
unto Mofes, Go down, charge the people, left 
they break through unto..the Lorp to gaze, 
and many of them-perifh. 22 And let the priefts 
alfo which come near to the Lorp, fandtify 
themfelves, left the Lorp break forth upon 
them. 23 And Mofes faid unto the Lorn, The 
people cannot. come. up to mount Sinai; for 
thou chargedtft us, faying, Set bounds about the 
mount, and fanctify it. 24 And the Lorn faid 
unfo him, Away, get thee down, and thou fhalt 
come up,.thou, and Aaron with thee:. but let 
not the priefts and the people. break through, 


to come up unto the Lorp, left he break forth _ 


‘ipofi them. 25 So Mofes went down unto the 


people, and fpoke unto them. 
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(2.) In token of their devoting themfelves ' 


“terror in them. 


-trufions, ‘ver. 23. 


‘289 


. Now at length is come that memorable day, that ‘terrible 
day of the Lord, that little day of judgment, in which //rae/ 
heard the voice of the Lord God {peaking to them out of the 
midft of the fire, and lived, Deut. iv. 33. Never was there 
fuch a fermon preached before or fince, as this which was here 
preached to the church in the wildernéfs. For, ct 

1. The preacher was God himfelf, ver. 18. The Lord 
defcended in fire; and, ver..20. The Lord came down upon 
mount Sinai. The Shechina, or the glory of the Lord, ap- 
peared in the fight of all the people: He bined forth from 
mount Paran, with ten thoufands of his faints, Deut. xxxiii. 2.5 
i. e. attended, as the Divine Majefty always is, with a multi- 
tude of thé holy angels, who were both to grace the foleminity, 
and to aflift at it. Hence the law is faid to be given by the - 
difpofition of angels, Acts vil. 53. 

[2:] The pulpit (or throne rather) was mount Sinai, hung 
with a thick cloud, ver. 16.3 covered with a /moke, ver. 18. 3 
and made to guake greatly. Now it was that’ the earth trem- 
bled at the prefence of the Lord, and the mountains fipped like 
rams, Pfal. cxiv. 4, 7.3 that Sinai itfelf, though rough and 
rocky, melted from before the Lord God of Lrael, Judg. v. 5. 
Now it was that the mountains faw him, and trembled, Hab. 
iti. ro.;> and were witnefles again{ft«hard-hearted unmoved 
people, whom nothing would influence. 

[3-] The congregation was called together by the found of 


‘a trumpet, exceeding loud, ver. 16.3; and* waxing louder and 


louder, ver.19. ‘This was done by the miniftry of the angels ; 
and we read of trumpets founded by angels, Rev. viii. 6. It 
was the found of the trumpet that made all the people tremble, as 
thofe that knew their own guilt, and that they had reafon to 
expect that the found of this trumpet fhould have been to them 
the alarm of war. 

[4-] Mofes brought the hearers to the place of meeting, 
ver. 17. He that had led them out of the bondage of Egypt, 
now led them to receive the law from God’s mouth. Public 
perfons are then public bleflings, when they lay out themfelves 
in their places to promote the public worfhip of God. Mofes, 
at the head of an affembly worfhipping God, was as truly great 
as Mofes at the head of an. army in the field. 

[5.] The introdudtions to the fervice were thunders and 
lightnings, ver. 16. Thefe were defigned to {trike an awe up- 
on the people, and to raife and engage their attention. Were 
they afleep, the thunders would waken them; were they look- 
ing another way, the’ lightnings would engage them to turn 
their faces towards him that fpake to them. . Thunder and 


| lightning have natural caufes; but the {cripture direéts us in a 


particular manner to take notice of the power of God, and his 
Thunder is the voice of God, and lightning 
the fire of God; proper to engage both the earning fenfes of 

jeeing and hearing. 
[6.] Mofes is God’s minifter ; who’ is fpoken to, to com- 
mand filence, and keep the congregation in order, ver. 19. 
Mofes fpake. Some think, now it was that he faid, 7 exceed- 
ingly fear and quake, Heb. xii. 21. ‘But God ftilled his fear, 
by his diftinguifhing favour to him, in calling him up to the 
top of the mount, ver. 20.3 by which alfo he tried his faith 
and courage. No fooner’ was Mofes got up a little way.to- 
wards the top of the mount, but he was fent down again to keep 
the people from breaking through'to gaze, ver..21. Even the 
priefis or princes, the heads of the houfes of their fathers, who 
officiated for their refpedtive families, and therefore are faid to 
come near to the Lord at other times, yet mult now keep their 
diftance, and carry themfelyes with a great deal of caution. 
‘Mofes pleads, that they needed not to have any further orders. 
given them, effectual care was taken already to prevent any in- 
But God, who knew their: wilfulnefs and 
0" prefumption, 
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prefumption, and what was now in the hearts of fome of them, 


haftens him down, with this in charge, that neither the prigfs | 


nor the people fhould offer to force the lines that were fet, to 


come up unto the Lord, but Mofes and Aaron only, the men | 
Obferve, (1.) What it was | 
Enough | 
was provided to awaken their confciences, but they were not | 
They might fee, but | 
not gaze. Some of them probably were defirous to fee fome | 


» whom God delighted to honour. 
that God forbade them: Breaking through to gaze. 


allowed to gratify their vain curiofity. 


fimilitude, that they might know how to make an image of 


God; which he took care to prevent, for they /aw no manner — 
of fimilitude, Deut. iv. 15. Note, In divine things we mult 
not covet to know more than God would have us know; and | 
he has allowed us as much as is good for us. A defire of for- | 


bidden knowledge was the ruin of our firft parents. Thofe 


that would be wife above what is written, and intrude into thofe — 
things which they have not feen, need this admonition, That | 
(2.) Under what penalty it 
was forbidden: Left the Lord break forth upon them, ver. 22, — 


they Zreak not through to gaze. 


24. and many of them perifo. Note, 1."Uhe reftraints and 


warnings of the divine law are all intended for our own good, | 


and to keep us out of that danger which otherwife we fhould 
‘by our own folly run ourfelves into. 
we break the bounds that God hath fet us, and intrude upon 
that which he has not allowed us: The Bethfhemites, and 
Uzza, paid dear for their prefumption. 
are called to approach unto God, we muf{t remember that he 
is in heaven, and we upon earth; and therefore it behoves us 
to ebferve a decorum. 
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All things being prepared for the folemn promulgation of the di- | 


vine law, we have tthis chapter, 1. The ten commandments, 


as God himfelf fpake them upon mount Sinai, yer. 1,—17.5 
as remarkable a portion of Jcripture as any in the Old Tefta- 
ment. Il. The impreffions made upon the people thereby, ver. 
18,—21. III. Some particular infirudions which God 
gave privately to Mofes, to be by him communicated to the 
people, relating to his worfbip, ver. 22,-—26. 
' & ND God fpake all thefe words, faying, 21 
/% amthe Lorp thy God, which have brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the houfe 
-of bondage. 3 Thou fhalt have no other gods 
before me. 4 Thou fhalt not make unto thee 
any graven image, or any likenefs of any thing 
that is in heaven above, or that zs in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the 
‘earth. 5 Thou fhalt not bow down thyfelf to 
them, not ferve them: for I the Lory thy God 
am a jealous God, vifitmg the miquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate me: 6 And 


fhewing mercy unto thoufands of them that. 
love me, and keep my commandments. 7 | 
Thou fhalt not take the name of the Lorn thy | 


God in vain: for the Lorp will not hold him 
guiltlefs that taketh his name m vain. 
member the fabbath-day, to keep it holy. 

Six days fhalt thou labour, and do all thy work : 
10 But the feventh-day zs the fabbath of the 
Loxp thy God: in i thou. fhalt not do any 


» 


EXODUS. 


2. It is at our peril, if, 


And even when we | 


‘whofe they were ‘by purchafe. 
8 Re- 


Chap. XX. 


_work, thou, nor thy fon, nor thy daughter, thy 


man-fervant, nor thy maid-fervant, nor thy cat-. 
tle, nor thy ftranger that is within thy gates. 
11 For zn fix days the Lorn made heaven and 


-earth, the fea, and all that in them 7s, and reft- 


ed the feventh day : wherefore the Lorp blef- 
fed the fabbath-day, and hallowed it. 


Here is, Firf, The preface of the law-writer, Mofes, ver. 1. 
God fpake all thefe words. The law of the ten commandments 
is, (1.) A lawof God’s making. They are enjoined by the 
infinite eternal. _Majefty of heaven and earth; and where the 
word of the King of kings is, fure there is powcr. (2.) It is 
a law of his own fpeaking. God has many ways of fpeaking 
to the children of men, Job xxxiti. 14. Once, yea, twice s by 
his Spirit, confcience, providences; his voice in all which we 
ought carefully to attend to: But he never fpake at any time, 
upon any occafion, fo as he fpake the ten commandments ; 
which therefore we ought to hear with the more carneft heed. 


“It was not only {poken audibly, fo he.owned the Redeemer by 


a voice from heaven, Mat. i. 17.5 but with a great deal of 
dreadful pomp. This law God had given to man before; it 
was written in his heart by nature: But fin had fo defaced 
that writing, that it was neceflary in this manner to revive the 
knowledge of it. 

Secondly, The preface of the Law-maker, ver. 2. £ am the 
Lord thy God. Herein, (1.) God afferts this own authority 
to enact this law in general: ‘* Iam the Lord,’ who command 
thee all that follows.” (2,) He propofeth himfelf as the fole 
Objeét of that religious worfhip which is enjoined in the four 
firft of the commandments. They are here bound to obedience 
by a threefold cord, which one would think fhould not eafily be 
broken. 4. Becaufe God is the Lord, Fehouah, felf-exittent, 
independant, eternal, and the fountain of all being and power ; 
therefore he has an unconteftable right to command us. He 
that gives being, may give law; and therefore he is able to 
bear us out in our obedience, to reward it, and to punith our 
difobedience. 2. He was their God ; a God in covenant with 
them, their God by their own confent ; and if they would not 
keep his commandments, who would? He had laid himfelf 
under obligations to them by promife, and therefore might juft- 
ly lay his obligations on them by precept. "Fhough that co- 
venant of peculiarity is now no more, yet there is another, by 
virtue of which all that are baptized are taken into relation to 
him as their God, and are therefore unjuft, unfaithful, and ve- 
ry unkind, if they obey him not. 3. He had brought them out 
of the land of Egypt ; therefore they were bound in gratitude . 
to obey him, becaufe he had done them fo great a kindnefs ; 
had brought them out :of a grievous flavery into a glorious li- 
berty. hey themfelves had been eye-witnefles of the great 
things God had done in order to their deliverance; and could 
not but have obferved, that every circumftamce of it made it 
yet more obliging, They were now enjoying the blefled fruits 
of their deliverance, and in expe€tation of a fpeedy fettlement 
in Canaan; and could they think any thing too much to do 
for him that had done fo much for them? Nay, by redeeming 
them; he acquired a farther right to rue them; they owed 
their fervice to him to whom they owed their freedom, and 
And thus Chrift, having ree- 
{cued us out of the bondage of fin, is entitled to the beft fer- 
vice we can do him, Luke i. 74.. Having loofed our bonds,. 
he has bound us to obey him, Pal. cxvi. 16. : 
Thirdly, The law itfelf. The four firft of the ten com- 


-mandments which concern our duty to God (commonly called. 


the firft table) we have in'thefe yerfes. It was fit thofe thould 
hs = be- y 
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a neighbour to love, and juftice and charity are then only acs 
ceptable atts of obedience to God when they flow from the 
principles of piety. It cannot be expeéted he fhould be true 
40 his brother that is falfe to his God. 

Now our duty to God is, in one word, to wor/bip him; ine. 
to give unto him the glory due unto his name, the inward wor- 
fhip of our affections, the outward worfhip of folemn addrefs 
and attendance. ‘This is fpoken of as the fum and fubftance of 
the everlafting gofpel; Rev. xiv..7. Wor/bip God. 

I, The ffi commandment is conceraing the Obje@ of our 
worthip, Fehovah, and him only, ver. 3. Thou foalt have no 
other gods before me. ‘The Egyptians, and other neighbours 
nations, had many gods, the creatures of their own fancy, {trange 
gods, new gods: This law was’ prefixed Lecaufe of that tranf- 
grefions and Jehovah being the God of Hrael, they muft en- 
tirely cleave to him, and not be for any other, either of their 
Own invention, or borrowed from their neighbours, This was 
the fin they were moft in danger of; now the world was. fo u- 
niverfally overfpread with polytheifm, which yet could not be 
rooted out effectually but by the gofpel ef Chrift. The fin a- 
gain{t this commandment, which we ate moft in danger of, is 
giving that glory and honour to any creature which is due to 
God. only. Pride makes a god of felfcovetoufnefs, makes a 
god of money 3 fenfuality makes a god of the belly. Whatever 
is efteemed or loved, feared, or ferved, delighted in; or de- 
pended on, more than God, that (whatever it is) we do ineffeet 
make a god of. . This prohibition includes a precept, which is 
the foundation of the whole law, That we take the Lord for our 
God, acknowledge that he is God, accept him for ours, adore 
him with admiration and humble reverence, and: fet our affections 
entirely upon him. There is'a reafon intimated in the laft words: 
Before me. Vtintimates, (1.) That we canriot have any other 
God, but he'will certainly know it; there is none Lefide him, but 
what is before him ; idolaters coveted fecrecy, but /ha!l not God 
fearch this out? (2.) That it is very provoking to him; it is a fin 
that dares him to his face, which he cannot, which he will not, 
overlook or connive at. See Pfal. xliv. 20, 21. 

ll. The fecond commandment is concerning the ordinances 
of worfhip, or the way if which God will be worthipped, 
which it is fit he himfelf fhould have the appointing of. Here 
is, 

i. The prohibition. We are here forbidden to worfhip e+ 
ven the true God by images, ver. 4, 5. [1.] The Jews (at 
leaft after the captivity) thought themfelves forbidden, by this 
commandment, to make any image or picture whatfoever. Hence 
the very images which the Roman armies’ had in their enfigns, 
are called an’ aboniination to them, (Mat. xxiv. 1.) efpecially 
when they were fet up in the holy place 1 is certain, it for- 
bids any iinage of God, for to whont can we liken him? Va. xt. 
18, 2§.; or the image of any creature for a religivus ufe. It 
is called the changing of the truth of God into a lie, Rom. i 
21.: Foran image is a teacher of hes ; it imfinuates to us, that 

' God hath a°*body, whereas he is an Infinite Spirit, Hab. ii. 8. 
Xt alfo forbids’ us‘ to make images ef od in our fancies, as if 
he were a mar as weare. Our religious worthip' muft be govern- 
ed by the power of faith, not by the power of imaginations ‘They 
mutt not makefiich iniages or pictures as the Heathen ewor/bipped, 
left they alfo fhould be temptedto worfhipthem: Thofe who would 
be kept from’fin, muft keep thernfelves from the occafions of it. 
[2.] They mutt not dow down to them occafionally, a ¢. thew any 
fign of refpect or honour to them’; much lefs /erve them con- 


ftantly by facrifice or incerfe, or any other att of religious wor- 
Wrhen'they paid their devotion to the true God, they 


Ship. 
rauft not Have any ititage before them’ for the’ direGing, exct- 
ting, of aflifting of thei devotion. Though the worfhip was 
dsfetied to terminate in God, it would not pleafe him if it came 
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be put firft, becaufe man had his Maker to love before he had ; 
| vers amiong the Heathen, forbade the fetting up of images in 


‘ would thew to his faithful worfhippers: 


< 


/ 
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to him zhrough an image. The beft and molt ancient law-gi- 


their temples: It was forbidden in Rome by Numa, a Pagan 
pririce ; yet commanded in Rome by the Pope, a Chriftian bi- 
fhop, but in this Antichriftian, The ufe of images in the church 
of Romie; at this day, is fo plainly contrary to the letter of this 
command, and fo impoflible to be reconciled to it, that in all 
their-catechifms and books of devotion, which they put into 
the hands of the people, they leave out this commandment, 
joining the reafon of it to the firft; and fo the third command- 
ment they call the fecond, the fourth the third, &c. ; only to 
make up the number ten, they divide the tenth into two. ‘Thus 
have they committed tavo great evils, perfilt inthem, and hate 
to be reformed ; they tate away from God’s. word, and add 
to his wor/bip. ret 
2. The reafons to enforce this prohibition, ver. 5, 6. which 
are, [1.] God’s jealoufy in the matters of his worthip: J the 
Lord Jehovah, and thy God, am a jealous God, efpecially in 
things of this nature. It intimates the care he has of his own 
inftitutions, his hatred of idolatry and all falfe worthip, his dif- 
pleafure againft idolaters, and that he refents every thing in his 
worfhip that looks like or leads to idolatry. Jealoufy is quick- 
fighted. —Tdolatry being fpiritual adultery, as it is very often 
reprefented in feripture, the difpleafure of God againft it is fitly - 
called jealoufy. lf God be jealous herein, we fhould be fo, a- 
fraid of offering any worfhip to God otherwife than as he has 
appointéed im his word, [2.] The punifhment of idolaters. 
God looks upon them as Aaters of him, though they perhaps 
pretend to love him: He will vift their iniquity ; ice. He will 
very feverely punifh ity not only as a breach of his law, but as, 
an affront to his Majefty, a violation of the covenant, anda 
blow at the root of all religion. He will vifit it upon the chil- 
dren ; i. é. this being a fin for which churches fhall be wn- 
churched, and a bill of divorce given them; with the parents the 
children alfo fhall be caf? out of covenant and communion, as 
with the parents the children were at firlt taken in. Or, he 
will bring fuch judgments upon a people, as fhall be the total 
ruin of families. If idolaters live to be old, fo as to fee their 
children of the third or fourth generation, it fhall be the vexa- 
tion of their eyes, and the breaking of their hearts, to fee them 
fall by the fword, carried captives, and enflaved. Nor is it an 
unrighteous thing with God, if the parents died in their ini- 
quityy and the children tread im their fteps, and keep up falfe 
worlhips becaufe they received them dy tradition from their fa- 
thers, when the meafure is full, and (rod. comes by his judge- 
ments to reckon with them, to bring into the account the i- 
dolatries their fathers: were guilty of Though he bear long 
with an idolatrous people; he will not bear always, but by the 
fourth generation at furtheft he will degin to vifit, Children 
ate dear to their parents; therefore'to deter men from idolatry, 
and to fhew how much’ God is difpleafed with it, not only a° 
btand of infamy is by it entailed ‘upon families, but the judge- 
ments-of God: may for it be executed upon the poor children 
when the’parents are dead and gone. [3.] The favour God 
Keeping mercy for thou- 
fands of perfons, thoufands of generations, of them that love me, 
anit keep my commandments. This intimates, that the fecond 
commandment, though, in the letter of it, it is only a prohibi- 
tion of falfe worfhip, yet it includes a precept of worfhipping 
God in all thofe-ordinances which he hath inftituted: As the 
firft commandment requires the inward worthip of love, defire, 
joy, hope, arid admiration; fo this'the outward. worfhip of prayer 
and praife, and folemn attendance ‘on his word. Note, 1.'Thofe 
that truly love God, will make it their conftant care and’en- 
deavour to keep his commandments, partioularly thofe that relate 
to his'worflip. ‘Thofe that love God,’ and keep tho/e com= 
mandments, thall receive grace to keep his other command- 
Oo 2 ments. 
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ments. Gofpel-worfhip will have a good influence upon all 
. manner of gofpel-obedience. 2. God” has mercy in ftore for 
fuch. Even they need mercy, and cannot plead merit: And 
mercy they fhall find with God; merciful protection in their 
obedience, and a merciful recompenfe of it. 3. This mercy 
fhall extend to thoufands ; much further than the wrath threa- 
tened to thofe that hate him, for that reaches but to the third 
or fourth generation. The ftreams of mercy run now as free, 
as full, and as frefh as ever. rh 
Ill. The third commandment is concerning the manner of 
our worfhip ; that it be done with all poffible reverence and fe- 
rioufnefs, ver. 7. ‘Where we have, - q 
if, A ftri&t prohibition: Thou /halt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain. Suppofing that, having taken Jehovah 
for their God, they would make mention of his name, (for 
thus al people will walk every one in the name of his God,) this 
command gives a needful caution not to mention it im vain ; 
and it is ftill as needful as ever. We take God’s' name in 
vain, (1.) By hypocrify ; making profeflion of God’s name, 
and a value for it, but not living up to that profefhon. They 
that name the name of Chrift, but do not depart from iniquity, 
as that name binds them to do, name it in vain: Their wor- 
-fhip is vain, Mat. xv.7, 8.3 their oblations vain, Ha. i. $7313 
their religion vain, Jam. i. 26. (2.) By covenant-breaking. 
If we make’ promifes to God, binding our fouls with thofe 
bonds to that which is good, and yet perform not to the Lord 
our vows, we take his name in vain, Matth. v. 33, &c. Its 


folly ;-and God has no pleafure in fools, Eccl. v. 4.3 nor will 


he be mocked, Gal. vi. 7. (3.) By rafh fwearing ; mentioning 
the name of God, or any of his attributes, inthe form of an 
oath, without any juft occafion for it, or due application of 


mind to it, but as a by-word, to no purpofe at all, orto no good . 


purpofe. (4.) By falfe fwearing, which fome think is chiefly 
intended in the letter of the commandment; fo it was’ ex- 
pounded by them of old time, Thou /halt not forfwear thyfelf, 
Mat. v. 33. One part of the religious regard the Jews were 
taught to pay to their God, was to /wear by his name, Deut. 
x. 20.2 But they affronted him, inftead of doing him honour, 
if they called him to be witnefs to a lie. (5.) By ufing the 
name of God lightly and carelefsly, and without any regard to 
its awful fignificancy. ‘Ihe profanation of the forms of devo- 
tion is forbidden, as well as the profanation of the. forms of 
{wearing ; as alfo the profanation of any of thofe things where- 
by God makes himfelf known: His word, or any of his infti- 
tutions, when they are either turned into charms’and fpells, or 
into jelt and fport, the name of God is taken in vain. 

adly, A fevere penalty: The Lord will not hold him guilt- 
L/;. Magiftrates, that punifh other offences, may not think 
themfelves concerned to take notice of this, becaufe it doth not 
immediately offer injury either to private property, or the pub- 
lic peace s but God, who is jealous for his honour, will not thus 
connive at it, The finner may perhaps hold himfelf guiltlefs, 
and think there is no harm in it, nor that God will ever’ call 
him to an account for it; to obviate which fuggeftion, the threa- 
tening is thus exprefledy God will not hold him guiltlef:, as he 
hopes he will: But more is implied, That God will himfelf 
be the avenger of thofe that take his name in vain; and they 


“God. ~ 
~ TV. The fourth’commandment concerns the time of worfhip: 
God is to be ferved and honoured daily; but one day in feven 
is to’ be particularly dedicated to his honour, and {pent in his 
fervice. Here is, 
[1.] The command itfelf, ver. 8. Remember the fabbath-day 
to keep it ‘holy; and, ver. 19. Init thou halt do no manner of 
work,’ It is taken for granted that the fabbath was. in/lituted 


will fiad it a ne thing to fall into the hands of the living 
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tween it and other days was inftituted. 


before ; we read of God’s blefling and fanétifying a feventh-day 
from the beginning, Gen. ii 3.: So that this was not. the e+ 
nacting of a new law, but the reviving of an old law. ‘They - 
are told, (1.) What is the day they muft religioufly obferve : - 
A feventh, after fix days labour. Whether this was the feventh. 
by computation from the firft feventh, or from the day of their 

coming out of Egypt, or both, is not certain. Now the precife 
day was notified to them, chap. xvi.'23. and from this they 
were to obferve thie feventh. (2 ) How it muft be obferved : 
1, Asa day of reff; they were to do no manner of work on 

this’ day, in their callings or worldly bufinefs. 2. Asa holy ' 
day {et apart to the honour of the holy God, and to be fpent 
in holy exercifes. God, by his dle/ing it, had made it holy; 
they by folemn blefling him, muft deep zt holy, and not alienate 
it to-any other purpofe than that for which the difference be- 
(3.) Who muft ob- 
ferve it: Thou, and thy fon, and thy daughter. The wife is. 
not mentioned, becaufe fhe is fuppofed to be one with the huf © 
band, and prefent with him ; and-if he fanétify the fabbath, it 

is taken for granted fhe will join with him: But the reft of the 

family is inftanced in; children and fervants muft keep the fab-= 
bath, according to their age and capacity. In this, as in other 

inftances of religion, it is expected that mafters of families 
fhould take care, not only to ferve the Lord themfelves,. but 


‘that their houfes alfo fhould ferve him, at leaft that it may not. 


be through their neglect if they do not, Jofh. xxiv. 15. Even 
the profelyted._ rangers muft obferve a difference between this 
day and other days ; which, if it laid fome reftraint upon them 
then, yet proved a happy indication of God’s gracious defign _ 
in procefs of time to bring the Gentiles into the church, that 
they might fhare in the benefit of fabbaths. Compare Ifa. Ivi. 
6, 7. God takes notice what we do, particularly what we do. 
on fabbath-days, though we be where we are ftrangers. (4.) 
A particular memorandum -put upon this duty: Remember it. 
lt is intimated that the fabbath was inftituted and obfexved bes 
fore; but in their-bondage in Egypt they had either loft their. 
computation, or were reftrained by their tafk-mafters, or through 
a great degeneracy and indifferency in religion they had let falt 
the obfervance-of it, and therefore it was requifite they fhould 
be minded of it. | Note, Neglected duties remain duties {till,. 
notwithf{tanding our neglect. It alfo intimates, that we are 
both apt to forget it, and concerned to remember it. Some - 
think it notes the preparation we are’ to make for the fabbath: 
We mutt think of it before it comes, that, when it doth come; 
we may keep it holy, and do the duty of it. 

[2.]. The reafons of this command. 1. We have time e- 
nough for ourfelves on the other /ix days 3 fix days muj? thow 
labour: "Time enough we have to ferve ourfelyes in thofe fix 
days, on the feventh day let us. ferve God; and time enough: 
to tire ourfelves, on the feventh it will be a kindnefs to us to 
be obliged to reft, 2, This is God’s day: It is the /abdath 
of the Lord thy God 3 not only inftituted by him, but confe+ 
crated to*him ;~it is facrilege to alienate it, it is due debt to 
fancufy it. 3. It is defigned for a memorial of the creation. 
of the world, and therefore to be obferved to the glory of the 
Creator, as an engagement upon ourfelves to ferve him, and am 
encouragement to us to truft in him who made heaven and earth.. 
By the fanctification of the fabbath, the Jews declared that they — 
worfhipped the God that made the world ; and fo diftinguifh- 
ed themfelves from all other nations, who worfhiped gods which . 
they themfelves made. 4. God has given us an example of 
reft after fix days work: He refled the feventh day; took a 
complacency in himfelf, and rejoiced in the work of his handy 
to teach us on that day to take a complacency in him, and to 
give him the glory of his works, Pfal, xcii. 4. The fabbath 
begun in the fmifbing of the work of creation, fo will the ever-. 


lafting: 


Piers TERRe TET TRE tT 


Chap. KX ae 


lafting fabbath i in the -finifhing of this work of iprovidence and 
redemption 3 and we obferve the weekly fabbath in. expectation 
of that, as well as in remembrance of the former, in both con- 
forming ourfelyes to him we worfhip. 5. He hath himfelf 
bleffed the fabbath-day, and fanétijied it. He hath put an ho- 
nour upon it, by ferting it apart for himfelf; it is holy of the , 
Lord, and honourable: and he hath put bleflings i into it, which 


he hath encouraged us to expect from him in the religious ob- - 


fervation of that day. L¢ is the day which the Lord has made, 
let not us do what we*can to unmake it: He hath bleffed, ho- 
‘noured, and fanétified it; let not us profane it, difhonour it, 
and level that with common time, which God’s blefling has 
thus dignified: and sitinguthed, 


124 Pionour thy father and se mother : 
that thy days may be long upon the land which 
the Lorn thy God giveth thee. 13 Thou thalt 
not kill, 14 ’Thow fhalt not commit adultery. 
15 Thou fhalt not fteal.. 16 Thou fhalt not 
bear falfe witnefs againft thy neighbour. 17 
Thou fhalt not covet thy neighbour’s houfe, 
thou fhalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor 


his man-fervant, nor his maid-fervant, nor his . 


ox, nor his afs, nor any thing that zs thy neigh- 
bour 8. 


We have he the ies of the fecond table, as they are coms 
iis called ; the fix laft of the ten commandments ; which 
concern our dar to ourfelves and one to ‘another, and are a 
comiment upon the fecond: great commandment, Thou Joalt 
hove thy neighbour as thyfelf. As religion towards. God is an 
effential branch of univerfal righteoufne ef, fo righteoufnefs to- 
wards men is an effential branch of true selipionit Godlinefs 
and honefty muft go together. 

L. The 7th commandment is concerning ie duties we owe 
to.our relations. ‘That of children to their parents is only in- 
ftanced in, Honour thy father and thy mother ; which includes, 
(1.) A decent refpect to their perfons; an inward efteem of 
them, outwardly expreficd upon all occafions, in our carriage 
towards them: Fgar them, Lev. xix. 3.5 give them reverence, 

"Heb. xi. 9. he contrary to this, is mocking at them,. iil 
.defpifing them, Proy. xxx. 17. (2.) Cbadiense to their 
lawful commands; fo it is expounded, Eph. vi. 1, 2, 3. 
_ Children, obey your parents: Come when they call you, go where 
they fend you, do what they bid you, do not what they forbid 
you; and this as children, cheerfully, and from a principle of 
love. Though you have faid you will not, yet afterwards re- 
pent and ‘obey, Matt. xxi. 31. (3.) Submifhon to their re- 
bukes, inftructions, and corrections; not only, to the good and 
_gentle, but alfo to the froward, out of confcieiice towards God. 
(4.) Difpofing of themfelves with the advice)\direétion, and 
confent of parents, not alienating their property but with their 
approbation. (5.) Endeavouring in every thing to be the com- 
fort of their parents, and to make their old age eafy to them ; 
maintaining them if they ftand in need of fupport, which our 
Saviour makes to be particularly intended in this command- 
ment, Matt. xv. 4—6. 

The reafons annexed to. this commandment is a promife : 
That thy days may be long in the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee. Having mentioned, in the preface to the com- 
‘mandments, his bringing them out of Egypt as a reafon for 
their obedience ; he here, in the beginning of the fecond: table, ; 
mentions his bringing them into Canaan as another reafon: That 
good land they mutt haye upon their thoughts, and in their eye,’ 


EX O,D U S.: 


} now they were in the wilderne’s, 
- when they were come to*that land, that they were upon their’ 
| good behaviour; and if they did not carry themfelves well, 


- order to the preferving of life : 


~ be allowed thus to fpoil one another. 
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They muft alfo remember, 


their days fhould be fhortened in that land; both the days of 
particular perfons that fhould be cut of from it, and the days 
of their nation that fhould be removed out of it.. But here a 
long life in that good land is promifed particularly to obedient’ 
children. They that do their duty to their parents, are, moft 
likely to have the comfort of that which their parents gather 
for them, and leave to them: “They that fupport their parents, 
God, the corhnmon Father, will fupport them. This promife 
is expounded, Eph. vi. 3. That it may be well with thee, and 
thou. mayeft live long upon the earth. “I hofe that in» confci- 
ence towards God keep this and other of God’s commandments 
may be fure it {hall be well with them, and they fhall Jive as 
long on earth as Infinite Wifdom fees good for them; and what 


' they may feem to be cut fhort of on fea fhall be abundant- 


ly made up in eternal life, the heavenly Canaan which God 
will give them. 

Ii. ihe fixth commandment concerns our own and our 
neighbours life, ver. 13. . Thou fhalt not kills ‘i how fhalt not 
do any thing hurtful of injurious to the health, eafe, and life of 
thy own body, or any others, unjuftly. -This is one of the 
laws of nature, and was ftrongly enforced by the precepts gi« 
ven to Noah and his fons, Gen. ix. 5, 6. It doth not forbid 
killing in lawful war, or in our own -neceflary defence, or the 
magiftrates putting offenders to death; for thofe are really in. 
But it forbids all malice and 
hatred to the perfon of any, for he that hateth his brother is a 
murderer ; and all ‘perfonal revenge arifing therefrom: Alfo,. 
all rafh anger upon fudden prevoeations, and hurt faid or done, 
or aimed to be done, in paflion ; of this our Saviour expounds 
this commandment; Matt. v. 22.: And, as that which is -worft 
of all, it forbids perfecution ; laying wait for the blood of the 
innocent and. excellent ones of the earth. 

III. The /eventh:commandment concerns our own and our 
neighbour’s chaftity, ver.1q. Thou fbalt not commit adultery. 
This is put before the fixth by our Saviour, Mark x. 19. Do 
not commit adultery, Do not kill: For our chaftity fhould be as. 
dear to us as our lives; and we fhould be as much afraid of 
that which defiles the body, as of that which deftroys it. This ° 
commandment forbids all aéts of uncleannefs, with all thofe 
flefhly lufts which produce thofe aéts and war againft the 
foul, and all thofe practices which cherifh-and excite thofe fleth- 
ly lufts, as keting to luff, which Chrift tells us is forbidden i: in 
this commandment, Matt. v. 28. 

IV. The eighth commandment concerns our own and our 
neighbour’s wealth, eftate, and goods, ver. 15. Thou fbalt not 
Jieal. ~'Vhough God had lately allowed and appointed them 
to {poil the Egyptians, in a way of juft reprifal ; yet he did not 
intend it fhould be drawn into a precedent, and that they fhould 
‘This command forbids 
us to: rob ourfelves of what we have, by finful /pending ; or of 
the, ufe and comfort of it by finful /paring: And to rob-others 
by removing the ancient land-marks ; invading our neighbour’s 
rights ; taking his goods from his perfon, or houfe, or field s 
forcibly or clandeftinely over-reaching in bargains ; not reftor- 
ing what is borrowed or found ; with-holding juft debts, rents, 
or wages : And, which is wort of all, to rob the public in the 
coin or revenue, or that which is dedicated to the fervicé of re- 
ligion. 

ov. The ninth commandment concerns our own and our neigh. 
bour’s good name, ver. 16. Thou /hali not bear falfe witne/s. 
This forbids, 1. Speaking falfely in any matter ; lying, equivo- 
cating, and any way devifing and defigning to deceive our neigh- 
bour. 2. Speaking unjuttly again{t our neighbour, to the pre~ 
judice 
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judice of his reputation. And, 3. (which is the highelt of- 
fence of both thefe kinds put together,) Bearing fale witne/s 
againft him: Laying to his charge things that he Knows not, 
either judicially upon oath, by which the third command- 
ment, and the fixth or eight, as well as this are broken; or 
extrajuditially, in common converfe, flandering, backbiting, tale~ 
bearing, aggravating what is done amifs, and mraking it worfe 


than it is, and ahy way endeavouring to raife our own reputa- 


tion upon the ruin of our neighbour’s. 

VI. The tenth commandment ftrikes at the root, ver. 17. 
Thou foalt not covet. The foregoing commands implicitly for- 
bid all defire of doing that which will be an injury to our neigh- 
bour ; ¢his forbids all *wnordinate defire of having that which 
will be a gratification to ourfelves. O that fuch a man’s houfe 
were mine! fucha man’s wife mine! fuch a man’s eftate mine! 
This is certainly the language of di/content at our own lot, and 
envy-at our neighbour’s; and thefe are the fins principally for- 
bidden here. St Paul, when-the grace of God caufed the 
fcales to fall from his eyes, perceived that this law; Thou shalt 
aot covet, forbids all thofe irregular appetites and defires which 
are the firft-born of the corrupt nature, the firlt rifings of the fin 
that dwelleth in us, and the firft beginmings of all the fin that 


is committed by us: This is that luft which he faith he Aad 


not known the evil of, if this commandment, when it came to 
his confeience in: the power of it, had not /bewed it him, Rom. 
vi. 7. God give us all to fee our face in the glafs of this laws 
and to lay-our hearts under the government of it. 


18 4 And all the people faw the thunder- 
ings, and the lightnings, and the noife of the 
trumpet, and the mountain fmoking: and when 
the people faw it, they removed, and. ftood afar 
off. rg And they faid unto Mofes, Speak thou 
with us, and we will hear: but let not God fpeak 
with us, left we die. 20 And Mofes faid unto 
the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove 
you, and that his fear may be before your faces, 
that ye fin not. 21 And the people ftood afar 
off, and Mofes drew near unto the thick dark- 
nefs where God was. 


Obferve, Fir, The extraordinary terror with which the 
law was given. Never was any thing delivered with fuch an 
awful pomp : Every word was accented, and every fentence pau- 
fed with thunder and lightning, much louder and brighter, no 
doubt, than ordinary.. And: why was the law given: in -this 
dreadful: manner, and. with all this tremendous ceremony? (1.), 
Tt was defigned (once for all) to give a fenfble difcovery of 
the glorious majefty of God, for the afliftance of our faith con- 
“ ‘cerning it, that knowing the terror of the Lord, we may be per- 
fuaded:to'live in his fear. (2.) It was a fpecimen of the ter- 
rors of the general judgment, in which finners will be called to 
an account for the breach of this law: The archangel’s tram- 
pet will then found an alarm, to give notice of the Judge’s co+ 
ming; and a fire fhall devour before him. (3.) It was an ins 
dication of the terror of thofe convictions which the law gives 
to confcience, to prepare the foul for the’ comforts of the gof- 
pel. ‘Thus was the daw given by Mo/es,in fach a. way as might 
flartle, affright, and humble men, that the grace and truth which 
come by Fefus Chrif mght be the more welcome. The a- 
poftle largely defcribes this inftance of the terror of that difpens 
fation, as a foil to fet off our privileges, as Chriftians,. in the 
light, liberty; and joy of the New-Teftament difpenfation, Heb. 
xi 18, &e. 


es mx eo i ws | 


Secondly, The inrpreffion which this made for the prefent j 
| upon the people ; they muft.have had ftupid hearts indeed, if 

| this had not affeted them. (1.) They removed and flood afar 
I off, ver. 18% 


| forward to gaze, chap. xix. 21.; but now they were effeétual- 


eS 


Before God began to fpeak, they were thrufting 


ly cured of their prefumption, and taught to keep their diflance. 
2.) They intreated that the word fhould not be /o fpoken to them 


| any more, (Heb. xii. 19.); but begged that God would fpeak 


to them by Mofes, ver. rg. Hereby they obliged themfelves 
to acquiefce in the mediation of Mofes ; they themfelves nomi- 
nating him as a fit perfon to deal between them and God, and 
promifing to hearken to him as to God’s meflenger: They 
have alfo obliged us to acquiefce in that method which Infinite 


Wifdom takes, of {peaking to us by men like ourfelves, whofe — 


terror fhall not make us afraid, nor their hand be heavy upon us. 
Once God tried the expedient of fpeaking to: the children of 
men immediately ; but it was found they could not bear it: It 
rather drove men from God, than brought them to him ; and, 


| as it proved in the iffue, though it terrified them, it did not de- 


ter them from idolatry, for foon after this they worfhipped the 
golden calf. Let us therefore reft fatisfied with the’ inftruc- 
tions given us by the fcriptures and the miniftry ; for if we be- 
lieve not them, ‘neither would we be perfuaded though God 


fhould fpeak to us in thunder and lightning, as he did from - 


Mount Sinai. Here that matter was determined. 
Thirdly, The encouragement Mofes gave them, by explain- 
ing the defign of God in this terror, ver. 20. Pear not; i. é. 
Think not that this thunder and fire is defigned to confume 
you; which was the thing they feared, ver. 19. Lef we die. 
‘Thunder and lightning was one of the plagues of Egypt; but 
Mofes would not have them think it was fent to them on the 
fame errand on which it was fent tothe Egyptians: No, it 
was intended, (1.) To prove them: To try how they could 
like dealing with God immediately, without a mediator ; and 
fo: to convince them how admirably well God had chofen for 
them, in putting Mofes inte that office. Ever fince Adam 
fled, upon hearing God’s voice in the garden, finful man could 
not bear either to fpeak to God or hear from him immediate- 
ly. (2.) To keep them to their duty, and prevent their fin- 
ning againft God.’ He bids them fear not; and yet tells them, 


that God thus fpake to them, that Ais fear might be before — 


their facess We mult not fear with amazement; that fear 
which hath zorment, and which only works upon the fancy for 
the prefent, and fets us a-trembling; shat genders to bondage, 
betrays us to Satan, and alienates us from God: But we muft 
always have in our minds a reverence of God’s majefty, a dread 
of his difpleafure, and an obedient regard to his fovereign au- 
thority over us. This fear will quicken us to our duty, and 
make us circumfpe&t in our walking: Thus fland im awe, and 
Jin not, Pfals iv. 4. i 

Lourthly, The progrefs of their communion with God by 
the mediation of Mofes, ver. 21. While the people continued 


to ftand afar off, confcious of guilt; and afraid of God’s wrath, ; 


Mofes drew near unto the thick darknefs: he was made to draw 
near, fo the word is: Mofes of himfelf durft not have ventu- 
red into the thick darknefs, if God had not called him, and 
encouraged him; and, as fome of the rabbins fuppofe, fent an 
angel'to take him by the hand, and lead him’ up. Thus it is 
faid of the great Mediator, J will caufe him to draw near, 
Jer. xxx..21.3 and by’ hum it is that we alfo are introduced, 
Eph. iii. 12. 

22 { And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Thus 
thou. fhalt fay unto the children of Ifrael, Ye 
have feen that Ihave talked with you from 
heaven. 23 Ye fhall not make with me gods 

of 


Chap. cx) 


. wed 
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of filver, neither hall ye make unto you gods 1g. and Samuel, 1 Sam. vil. 17. and many others. We 


of gold. -24 {[ An altar of earth thou {halt 
make unto me, and fhalt facrifice thereon thy 
burnt-offerings, and thy peace-offerings, thy 
fheep, and thine oxen: In all places where I 
record my name, I will come unto thee, and I 
will blefs thee. 25 And if thou wilt make me 


an altar of ftone, thou fhalt not build it of hewn | 
ftone: for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou | 
26 Neither fhalt thou go up | 
by fteps unto mine altar, that thy nakednels | 


haft polluted it. 


be not difcovered thereon. 
Mofes being gone into the thick darknefs, where God was, 


God there fpoke in his hearing only, privately, and without | 


terror, all that which follows from hence to the end of chap. 


%xi. which is vied an expofition of the ten commandments; | 
and he was to tranfmit it by word of mouth firft, and after- | 
wards in writing, to the people. The laws in thefe verfes relate | 


to God’s worfhip. 

Firft, They are here forbidden to make images for worthip, 
ver. 22, 22. Ye have feen that I have talked with you from 
heaven ; (fach-was his wonderful condefcenfion, much more 


than for fome mighty prince to talk familiarly with a company. | 
of poor beggars:) Now ye /ball not make gods of filver. This | 


repetition of the fecond commandment comes in here, either, | 


({1.) As that which God had chiefly in his eye in giving 


them this law thus, becaufe they were more addited to ido- | 
fatry than to any other fin ‘forbidden by the ten command- | 


ments, and becaufe that is a fin of all others moft provoking 
to God. Ten commandments God had given them, but Mo- 
fes is ordered to inculcate efpecially the tes fir? upon them. 
They muft not forget any, of them, but they muft be fare to 
remember thofe, 
inferred from God’s fpeaking to them as he had done. He 


had given them fufficient demonftration of his prefezce among | 
them; they needed not make images of him as if he were | 


abjenit. Belides, they had only feen that he talked with them, 
they had feen no manner of fimilitude, {0 that they could not 


make any inrage of God: And his manifefting himfelf to them: | 


only by a voice, plainly fhewed them that they mu? not make 
any image; but keep up their communion. with God dy his. 
word, and not otherwife. 

Two arguments are here hinted again{t image-worfhip : 

({1.) That thereby they would affront God; intimated in 
that, “ Thou fhalt not make them ith me.” "Though they 
pretended to worfhip them but as reprefentations of God, yet 
really they made them rivals with God; which he would not 
endure. — 

(2.) That thereby they would.adu/e themfelves ; intimated 
in that, “ Ye fhall not make them unto you.” While you think. 
by them to afhift your devotion, you will really corrupt it, 
and put a cheat upon yourfelves. At firlt, it fhould feem, 


they made.their images for worfhip of gold and f/ver ; pre- | 


tending by the richnefs of thofe metals to honour God, and 
by the brightnefs of them to afeé themfelves with his glo- 
ry: But even in thefé they changed the truth of God into a 
lie; and fo by degrees were julty given up to fuch rong de- 
Tafions, as to worfhip images of wood and fone. 

Secondly, They are here directed in making alfars for wor- 
fhip. _ It is meant of occafional altars; fuch as they reared 


* - now in. the wildernefs, before the tabernacle was erected ; 


and afterwards, upon fpecial emergencies, for prefent ules 
fuch as Gideon built, Judg. vi. 24. and Manoah, Judg. xiii. 


Or, (2.) As that which might properly be | 


may fuppofe, now the people of Ifrael were fo much affec- 
ted, as it appears they were with this glorious difcovery God 
had made of himfelf to them, many of them would incline 
in this pang of devotion to ofér facrifice to God; and it 
being necefary to a facrifice that there be an altar, they are 
here appointed, : 
(t.) To make their altars very plain; either of earth, or. 
of wibewn fone, ver. 24, 25. That they might not be tempt- 
ed to think of a graven image, they muft*not fo much as. 
hew the {tones into fhape, that they made their altars of, but 
pile them up as they were ix the rough. This rule being 
prefcribed before the ceremonial law was given, which ap- 
pointed altars much more coftly, intimates, that after the pe- 
riod of that law, plainnefs fhould be accépted as the beft or- 
nament of the external fervices of religion, and that gofpel- 


‘worfhip fhould not be performed with external pomp and 


gaity. The beauty of holinefs needs no paint; nor do thofe 
do any fervice to the fpoufe of Chrift, that drefs her in the 
attire of an ‘harlot, as the church of Rome doth: An altar 
of earth doth bett. 

(2.) To make their altars very ow, ver. 26. fo a3 that 
they might not go up dy fleps to it. That the higher the 


altar was, and the nearer heaven, the more acceptable the ; 
}: facrifice was, was a foolifh fancy of the heathen, who there- 


fore chofe high places}. in oppolition toewhich, and to fhew 
that it is the elevation of the heart, not of the facrifice, that 
God looks at, they were here ordered to. make their altars. 
low. We may fuppofe, that the altars they reared in the 
wildernefs, and other occafional altars, were defigned only 
for the facrifice of one beaft at a time; but the altar in So- 
lomon’s temple, which was to be made much. longer and 
broader, that it might contain many facrifices at once, was 
made ten cubits high, that the height might bear a decent pro- 
portion to the ugth and breadth; and to that it was requi- 
fite they fhould go up dy reps, which yet, no doubt, were fo 
contrived, as to prevent the inconvenience here fpoken of, the 
d:fcovering of their nakednefs thereons. 

Thirdly, They are here aflured of God’s gracious accept- 
ance of their devotions, wherever they were paid according 
to his will, ver. 24. Jn all places where I record my name, 
or where my name is recorded, 7. ¢: where Tam worfhipped 
in fincerity,, J will come unto thee, and will blefs thee. Bfter- 
wards God chofe one particular place wherein to record his 
name ;. but that being taken away now under the gofpel, whea 
men are willed to pray everywhere, this promife revives in its 
full extent, That wherever God’s people meet in his name 
to worfhip ‘him, he will be in. the mid/? of them: He will ho- 
nour them with his prefence, and reward’ them with the gifts. 
of his grace; there he will come unto. them, and will def 
thems and more than this we need. not defire for the beautifying 
of our folemn affemblies. pont 

: UP 9 Wi Ob eee? 4 te 
The laws recorded in this chapter relate to the fifth and fixth 
commandments:. And though not accommodated to.our conflitus 
tion, efpecially in. point of fervitude, nor the penalties annexed” 
binding to us now; yet they are of great ufe for the explana- 

tion of the moral law, and the rules of: natural juftice. 1. 

Here are feveral enlargements upon: the fifth commandment, 

avhich concerns particular relations: (1.) The duty of maf- 

ters towards their fervants: Their men-/ervants, ver. 1,—6.5; 


and maid-fervants,. ver. 7,—11.. (2.) The punifhment of 


difobedient children, that ftrike their parents, ver. 15. or curfe’ 
them, ver. 17;. Il. Upon the fixth: commandment, which for- 
bids all violence offered to the perfon of a man. Here iss (1.)} 


Concerning: 


& 


‘ - 
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Concerning murder, ver. Wass as (2.) Man-ftealing, ver. » 
(4.) Correc-— 
(5.) Hurting a woman with © 


16. (3.) Affault and battery, ver. 18, 19. 
ting a fervant, ver. 20, 21. 
child, ver. 22, 23. (6.) The law of retaliation, ver. 24,25. 
(7-) Maiming a fervant,ver. 26, 27. (8.) An ox goring, 
ver. 28,—32. (9.) Damage by opening a pit, ver. 33, 34+ 
(10.) Cattle fighting, ver. 35, 36. 


OW thefe are the judgments which thou. 


fhalt fet before them. 2 If thou buy an 
Hebrew fervant, fix years he fhall ferve: and 
in the feventh he fhall go out free for nothing. 
3 If he came in by himfelf, he’ fhall go out by 
bimfelf: if he were married, then his wife fhall 
go out with him. 4 If his mafter have given 
him. a wife, and fhe have born him fons or 
daughters; the wife and her children fhall be 
her mafter’s, and he fhall go out by himfelf. 
§ And if the fervant fhall plainly fay, I love my 
mafter, my wife, and my children, I will not 
go out free: 6 Then his mafter fhall bring him 
unto the judges; he thall alfo bring him to the 


door, or unto the door-poft: and his mafter fhall - 


bore his ear through with an awl; and he fhall 
ferve him for ever. 7 And ifaman fell his 
daughter to be a maid-fervant, fhe fhalh not go 
out as the men-fervants do. 8If fhe pleafe 
not her mafter, who hath betrothed her to him- 
felf, then fhall he let her be redeemed: ‘To fell 
her unto a ftrange nation: he fhall have no pow- 
er, feeing he hath dealt deceitfully with her. 
go And if he have betrothed her unto his fon, 
he fhall deal with her after the manner of 
daughters. 1olIfhe take him another wife; 
her food, her raiment, and her duty of mar- 

riage, fhall he not diminifh. 11 And if he do 
~ not thefe three unto her, then fhall fhe go out 
. free without money. 


The firft verfe is the general.title of the laws contained in 
this and the two following chapters; fome of them relating to 
the religious worfhip of God, but moft of them relating to mat- 
ters between man and man. ‘Their government being purely 
a theocracy, that which in other ftates is to be fettled by hu- 
man prudence, was directed among them by a divine appoint- 
ment; fo that happy was the conftitution of their government. 
Thefe laws are called judgments, becaufe they are framed in 
infinite wifdom and equity, and becaufe their magiftrates were 
to give judgment according to them. God delivered: them 
privately to Mofes, and he. was to communicate them to the 
people. In the doubtful cafes that had hitherto occurred, Mo- 
fes had particularly inquired of God for them, as appeared chap. 
xviii. 1§.:- But now God gave him /fatutes in general, by which 
to determine particular cafes; which likewife he mu{t apply to 
other like cafes that might happen, which, falling under the 
fame reafon, fell under the fame rule. 

He begins with the laws concerning fervants, commanding 
mercy and moderation towards them. The Ifraelites had 
lately been fervants themfelves ; and now they were become 

aot only their own matters, ‘but matters of fervants too: Left 
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vifion was made by thefe laws for the mild and gentle ufage of 
fervants. Note, If thofe that have had power over us, have been 
injurious to us, that will not in the leaft excufe us if we be in 
like manner injurious to thofe that are under our power ; but will 
rather aggravate it, becaufe in that cafe we may the eafier put 
our foul into their foul’s ftead. hes 
Here is, Firf, A Jaw concerning men-fervants, either fold 
by themfeélves, or their parents through poverty, or by the 
judges for their crimes; yet even fuch (if Hebrews) ‘were to 
continue in’ flavery but feven years at the moft, in which time 
it was taken for granted they had fufficiently {marted for their 
folly or offence. At the feven years end the fervant. fhould 


either 90 out free, ver. 2, 3.3 or his fervitude fhould from thence - 


forward be his choice, ver. 5,6. If he had a wife given him 
by his mafter, and children, he might either leave them, and- 
go out free himfelf; or if he had fuch a kindnefs for them, that 
he would rather-tarry with them in bondage, than. go out at 
liberty without them, he was to have his ear bored through to 
the door-pofl, and ferve till the death of his mafter, or the year 
of jubilee. By this law, God taught, 1/, The Hebrew fer- 
vants generofity, anda noble love of liberty: For they were 
the Lord’s freemen ; and he muft have a mark of difgrace put 
upon him who refufed liberty when he might have it, though 
upon confiderations otherwife laadable enough. Thus Chrift | 
tians being bought with a price, and called unto liberty, muft not 
be the fervants of men, nor of the lufts of men, 1 Cor. vil. 23. 
There is a:free and princely /pirit that much helps, to uphold 
a Chriftian, Pfal. li. 12. He likewife taught, 2d/y, The He- 
brew mafters not.to trample upon their poor fervants; know- 
ing not only that they had been by birth upon a level with them, 
but that in a few years they would be fo again: Thus Chrif- 
tian mafters muft look with refpeét on believing fervants, Philem. 
ver. 16. This law will be further ufeful to us, (1.) To il- 
luftrate the right God hath to the children of believing pa- 
rents, as fuch ; and the place they have in his church. -'They 
are by baptifm enrolled among his fervants, becaufe they are 
Lorn in his houfe, for-they are therefore born unto him, Ezek. 
xvi. 20. David owns himfelf God’s fervant, as he was the 


fon of his handmaid, Pfal. cxvi. 16.3; and therefore entitled to _ 


protection, Pfal. Ixxxvi. 16. (2.) To.explain the obligation 
which the great Redeemer laid vie himfelf to profecute the 


work of our falvation: For he faith, Pfal. xl. 6. Mine cars 


haft thou opened ; which feems to allude to this law. He loved 
his Father, even his captive fpoufe, and the children that were 
given him ; and would not go out free from his undertaking, but 
engaged to ferve in it for ever, Ifa. xlii. 1. Much more rea- 
fon have we thus to engage ourfelves to ferve God, for. ever ; 
we have all the reafon in the world to love our Maffer and his 
work, and to have our ears bored to his door-potts, as thofe 
who defire not to go out free:from his fervice, but,to be found 
more and more free zo it and zn it, Pfal: Ixxxiv. to. ee 
_ Secondly, Concerning maid-fervants, whom their parents, 
through extreme poverty, had fold when they were very young, 
to fuch as they hoped would marry them when they grew up 3 
if they did not, yet they. muft not fell them to ftrangers, but” 
rather ftudy how to make them amends for the difappointment; 
if they did, they muft maintain them handfomely, ver. 7,—II, 
Thus did God provide for. the comfort and reputation of the 
daughters of Ifrael; and has taught hufbands to give honour te 
their wives, though their extraéion were ever fo mean, as te 
the weaker vefféls, 1 Pet. iit. 7. 4 tT eg 


cra ta ie that fmiteth a man, fo that he die, 
fhall be furely put to death. 13 And if aman 
ca f: } ‘ | ¥ <4 : he lie 
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they fhould abufe their fervants, as they thiemfelves had beea 
-abufed and ruled with rigour by the Egyptian taflc-matters, pro- 


‘Chap. XXL | 
Yie not in wait, but God deliver bim into his 
‘hand ; then I will appoint thee a place whither 


he fhall flee. 
‘tuoufly upon his neighbour, to flay him with 
guile; thou fhalt take him from mine altar, 
that he may die. 15 4 And he that {miteth 
his father, or his mother, fhall be furely put to 
death. 169 And_he that ftealeth a man, and 


felleth him, or if he be found in his hand, he © 
17 @ And he - 


fhall furely be put to death. 
‘that curfeth his father, or his mother, fhall fure- 
ly be put to death. 
gether, and one {mite another with a ftone, or 
with bis fit, and he die not, but keepeth dis 
bed: 1g If he rife again, and walk abroad up- 


‘on his ftaff, then fhall he that fmote him be 


quit: only he fhall pay for the lofs of his time, 
~ and fhall caufe him to be thoroughly healed. 
20q And if aman {mite his fervant, or his maid 
with a rod, and he die under his hand; he fhall 
‘be furely punifhed. 
continue a day or two, he fhall not be punifhed: 
for he zs his money. 


Here is, Firf?, A law concerning murder. He had lately 


faid, Thou fbalt not kill: Here he provides, (1.) For the pur | 


nifbing of wilful murder, ver. 12. He that fmiteth a man, whe- 
ther upon a fudden paffion, or in malice prepenfe, /o that he 
die, the government mutt take care that the murderer be put to 
death ; according to that ancient law, Gen. ix. 6. Whofo /hed- 
deth man’s blood, by man fhall his blood be foed. God, that by 
his providence gives and maintains life, thus by his law pro- 
tects it ; fo that mercy fhewed to a wilful murderer is real cru- 
elty to all mankind befide : Such a one God here faith fhould 
be taken even from his altar, ver. 14. to which he fled for pro- 
tection ; and if God will not. fhelter him, let him lee to the 
pit, and let no man ftay him. (2.) For the relief of fuch as are 
killed by accident, per infortunium, as. our law exprefleth it, 
which alfo calls it chance-medley, when a,man in doing a law- 
ful a@, without intent of hurt to any, happens to kill another, 
or, as it is here defcribed, God delivers him into his hand: No- 
thing comes to pals dy chance; but what feems to us purely 
cafual, is ordered by the Divine Providence for wife and holy 
ends fecret to us. 
for the protection of thofe whofe infelicity it was, but not their 
fault, to occafion the death of another, ver. 13. With us, 
who know no avengers of blood but the magiftrates, the law it- 
felf is a fufficient fan@tuary for thofe whofe minds are innocent, 
though their hands be guilty ; and there needs no other. 
Secondly, Concerning rebellious children. It is here made 
a capital crime, and to be punifhed with death, for children 
either, (1-) To /rike their parents, ver. 15. fo as either to 
draw blood, or to make the place {truck black apd blue, Or, 
{2.) To curfe their parents, ver, 17. if they profaned any name 
of God in doing it, as the rabbins fay. Note, ‘The undutiful 
behavi: ur of children towards their parents is a very great pro- 
yocation to God, our common Father ; and if men do not pu- 
nifly it, he will. Thofe are perfeétly loft to all virtue, and a- 
bandoned to all wickednefs, that have broke through the bonds 
of filial reverence and duty to fuch a degree, as in word or ac- 
dion to, abufe their own parents. What yoke will they bear, 
Vor. I, 


rE x-O@ ) 4 Ss. 
_ that have fhaken off this? Let children take heed of enter- 


14 But if a man come prefump-_ 


18 And if men ftrive to- | 


21 Notwithftanding, if he 


In this cafe, God provided cities of refuge’ 


’ 
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taining in their minds any fuch thoughts or paflions towards 


‘their parents, as favour of undutifulne/s and contempt ; for the 


righteous God fearcheth the heart. 

Thirdly, Here is a law again{t man-ftealing, ver. 16. He 
that fieals a man, woman, or child, with defign to fell them to 
the Gentiles, (for no Hraelite would buy them,) it was death 
by this ftatute ; which is ratified by the apoftle, 1 Tim. i. 10. 
where men-/iealer's are reckoned among thofe wicked ones a- 
gainft whom Jaws mult be made, by Chriltian princes. 

Fourthly, Care is here taken that fatisfaétion be made for 
hurt done to a perfon, though death do not enfue, yer. 18, 39, 
He that did the hurt, mu& .be accountable for damages ; and 
pay not only for the cure, but for the /ofs of ime: To which 
the Jews add, that he mutt likewife give fome recompenfe both 
for the pain, and for the blemifh, if there were any. 


Fifthly, DireGtion is given what fhould be done if a fervant. 
‘died by his mafter’s correction. 


This fervant muft not be an 
Ifraelite, but a Gentile flave, as the negroes to our planters ; 
and it is fuppofed that he {mite him with a rod, and not with 
any thing that was likely to give a mortal wound; yet if he 
died under his hand, he fhould be punifbed for his cruelty at 
the difcretion of the judges, upon confideration of circumftances, 
ver. 20.. But if he continued a day or two. after the correc- 
tion given, the maf{tet was fuppofed to fuffer enough by lofing 
his fervant, ver. 21.. Our law makes the death of a fervant, 
by his mafter’s reafonable beating of him, but chance-medley. 
Yet let all mafters take heed of tyrannizing over their fervants : 
The gofpel teaches them even to forbear and moderate threaten- 
ings, Eph. vi. 9.3 confidering with holy Job, What fhall I do 


_ when God rifeth up? Job xxxi. 13,—15. 


22 4 If men ftrive, and hurt a woman with 
child, fo that her fruit depart from ber, and yet 
no mifchief follow: he fhall be furely punithed, 
according as the woman’s hufband will lay up- 
on him ; and he fhall pay as the judges deter- 
mine. 23 And if any mifchief follow, then thou 
fhalt give life for life, 24 Eye for eye, tooth 
for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 Burn- 
ing for burning, wound for wound, ftripe for 
ftripe. 26 And if a man {mite the eye of his 
fervant, or the eye of his maid, that it perih ; 
he fhall let him go free for his eye’s fake. 
And if he fmite out his man-fervant’s tooth, or 
his maid-fervant’s tooth; he fhall let him go 
free for his tooth’s fake. 28 q If an ox gore a 
man or a woman, that they die: then the ox 


fhall be furely ftoned, and his flefh .fhall not be’ 


eaten ; but the owner of the ox /ball be quit. 
29 But ifthe ox were wont to pufh with his 
norm in time paft, and it hath been teftified to 


“his owner, and he hath not kept him in, but 


that he hath killed a man ‘or a woman; the ox 
fhall be ftoned, and his owner alfo fhall be put 
to death. 30 If there be laid on him a.fum of 
money, then he fhall give forthe ranfom of his 
life, whatfoever is laid upon him. 31 Whether 
he have gored a fon, or have gored.a daughter, 


according to this judgment fhall-:it be done un- 
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to him. 32 If the ox fhall pufh a man-fervant, 
or maid-feryant; he fhall give unto their ma- 
fter thirty fhekels of filver, and the ox fhall be 
foned. 323 G And if-a man fhall open a pit, 
or if a man fhall dig a pit, and not cover it, and 
an ox or an afs fall therein; 34 The owner of 
the pit fhall make 7¢ good, and give money un- 
to the owner of them; and the dead bea/ thall 
be his. 35 J And if one man’s ox hurt ano- 
ther’s, that he die; then they fhall fell the hve 
ox, and divide the money of it, and the dead 
ox alfo they fhall divide. 36Or if it be known 
that the ox hath ufed to pufh in time paft, and 
his owner hath not kept him in; he fhall furely 
pay ox for ox, and the dead fhall be his own. 


Obferve here, Fiz/; The particular care which the law took 
of women, with child, that no, hurt fhould be done them which 
might occafion their mifcarrying. The law of nature obligeth 
us to be very tender in that cafe, left the tree and: fruit be de- 
{troyed together, ver. 22, 23. Women with child, who. were 
thus taken under the fpecial protection of the law of God, if 
they live in his fear, may ftill. believe themfelves under the 
Special protedion of the providence of God, and hope that they 
Joall.be faved in. child-bearing. On. this occafion comes in that 
general law of retaliation, which. our Saviour refers to, Mat. 
38. dn eye for an,cye. Now, (r.) The execution of this law. 
is not hereby put into the hands of private. perfons, as if every 
man might avenge himfelf; which would introduce univerfal 
eonfufion, and make men Like the fifbes of the fea. The tradi- 
tion of the elders feems to have put this corrupt glofs upon it ; 
in oppofition to, which, our Saviour commands us to forgive in- 
juries, and not to, meditate revenge, Mat. v. 39. (2.) God. of 
ten executes it in the courfe of his. providence, making the pu- 


nifhment in many cafes to anfwer the fin; as fudg. 1. 7. Ha. ~ 


Xxxili. 1. Hab. n. 13. Matth. xxvi. 52. (3-) Magiftrates 
ought to have an eye to this rule in punifhing offenders, and 
doing right. to thofe that.are injured. Confideration, muft be 
had of the nature, quality, and degree of the wrong done, that 
. reparation may be made to the party injured, and others de- 
terred from doing the like; either an eye hall go for an eye, or 
the forfeited’ eye fhall be redeemed by a fum of money. Note, 

He that doeth wrong, muft expect, one way or other, to re- 
ceive according to the. wrong he has done, Col. iii. 25. God 
fométimes brings mens violent. dealings. upon their own heads, 
Pfal. vii. 16.: And magiftrates are in this the minifters of his 
jaftice, that they are avengers, Rom. xiii. 4.3; and they fhall 
not: bear the fword in vain, 

Secondly, "The care God took of fervants: If their matter 
maimed them, though it were but fo much as ftriking out a 
tooth, that fhould be their di/charge, ver. 26, 27. This was 
intended, (1.) To prevent their being abufed: Matters would 
be careful not to offer them any violence, left they fhould lofe 
their fervice. (2.) To comfort them if they were abufed: 
"The lofs of a limb thould be the gaining of their liberty; which 
would do fomething towards balancing both the pain and dif- 
grace they underwent. 

Nay, Thirdly, Doth God take care for oxen? Yes, it appears 
by. the following laws in this. chapter, that he doth, for our 
{akes, 1 Cor. ix. 9. Orders are here given what fhould. be 
done, 

[1.} In cafe of hurt done by omen or any other. brute-crea- 
ture; for the law, doubtlefs, was defigned to extend to all pa- 
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rallel cafes. (1.) As an inftance of God’s care of the life of 
man (though forfeited a thoufand times into the hands of Di- 
vine Juftice,) and in token of his deteftation of the fin of mur- 
der, if an ox killed any man, woman, or child, the ox was to . 
be /loned, ver. 28. And becaufe the greateft honour of the in- 
ferior creature is to be ferviceable to man, the criminal is de- 
nied that honour: His fle/h fhall not be eaten. Thus God 
would keep up, in the minds of his people, a rooted abhorrence 
of the fin of murder, and every thing that was barbarous. (2.) 
To make men careful that none of their cattle might do hurt, 
but that by alk means poffible mifchief might be prevented, if 
the owner of the beaft_knew that he was mifchievous, he muft 
anfwer for the hurt done, and, according as the. circumftances 
of the cafe proved him to be more or lefs acceflary, he mutt 
either be put to death, or ranfom his life with a fum of money, 
Some of our ancient beoks make this felony 
by the common law of England ; and give this reafon, The 
owner, by fuffering his beaft to go at liberty, which he-knew 
ta be mifchievous, fhews he was very willing hurt thould be 
done. Note, It is not enough for us not to do mifchief our- 
felves, but we muft take care that no mifchief be done by thefé 
whom it is in our power to reftrain, whether man or beatt. 

[2.] In cafe of hurt done to oxen or other cattle: If they 
full into a pit, and perith there, he that opened the pit muit 
make good the lofs, ver. 33, 34. Note, We nmutt take heed 
not only of doing that which wz// be hurtful, but of doing that 
which may de fo: It is not enough not to defign and devife _ 
mifchief, but we mutt contrive to prevent mifchief, elfe we be- 
come acceflary to our neighbour’s damage : Mifchief done in 
malice is great tran/greffion ; but mifchief done through negli- 
gence, and for want of due care and confideration, is not with- 
out fault, but ought to be reflected upon with great regret, ac- 
cording as the degree of the mifchief is; efpecially we mutt be 
careful that we do nothing to make ourfelves acceffary to the- 
fins of others, by laying an eccafion of offence in our brother’s 
way, Rom. xiv. 13. 

If cattle fight, and, one kill another, the owners fhall equally 
fhare in the lofs, ver. 35.: Only if the beaft that had done the 
harm was known to his owner to have been mifchievous, be- 
caufe he ought either to have killed’ him or kept him up, he 
fhall anfwer for the damage, ver. 36. The determinations of 
thefe cafes carry with them the evidence of their own equity,- 
and give fuch rules of juftice as were then, and are ftill, of ufe_ 
for the deciding of other like controverfies that arife between 
man and man. But I conjecture, that thefe cafes might be in- 
ftanced in rather than others, (though, fome of them might 


| feem minute,) becaufe they were then cafes in fad, aétually 


depending before Mofes ;, for in the wildernefs. where they lay 
clofely encamped, and had their flocks and herds among them, — 
fuch mifchiefs as thefe laft mentioned, were likely enough to 
occur. That which we are taught by thefe laws is, That we 
be very. careful’ to do no wrong, either directly or indireétly ; 
but if we have done wrong, we muft be very willing to make 
fatisfaction, and defirous that nobody may lofé by us, 


CO ALP} RE 
The laws of this chapter relate, (1.) To the eighth command: — 
ment : Concerning theft, ver. 1,—4. ; trefpafs by cattle, ver. 
5-3 damage by fire, ver. 6.3 trufls, ver. 7,—13. 5. borrow- 
ing cattle, ver. 14) 15. or money, ver..25,—27. (2.) To 
the feventh commandment ; Againft fornication, ver. 16, 17.3 
beftiality, ver. 19. (3+) To the firft table: Porbidding witch- 
craft, ver. 18,3 idolatry, ver. 20. :. Commanding to offer the - 
fif-fruits, ver. 29, 30. (4.) To the poor, ver. 21,—24. 
(5+) Lo the civil government, ver. 28..(6.} To the peculi- 
arity of the Fewifh nation, yer. 3%» peter 
Ike 
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WF aman fhall fteal an ox or a fheep, and kill 
: it, or fell it; he fhall reftore five oxen for an 
ox, and four fheep for a fheep. 2 4 Ifa thief 
be found breaking up, and be {mitten that he 
die, there /hall no blood be fhed for him. 3 If 
the fun be rifen upon him, there /hall be blood 
feed for him; jor he fhould make full reftitu- 
tion ; 1f he have nothing, then he fhall be fold 
for his theft. 4 If the theft be certainly found 
- in his hand alive, whether it be ox, or afs, or 
fheep ; he fhall reftore double. 5 {J If a man fhall 
caufe a field or vineyard to be eaten, and {hall 
put in his beaft, and fhall feed in another man’s 
field; of the beft of his own field, and of the 
beft of his own vineyard, fhall he make reftitu- 
tion. 6 qf If fire break out, and catch in thorns, 
fo that the ftacks of corn, or the ftanding-corn, 
or the field be confumed therewith ; he that 
- kindled the fire fhall furely make reftitution. 


Here is, Fir/f, The laws concerning theft, which are thefe: 
{1.) Ifa man fteal any cattle, (in which the wealth of thofe 
times mainly confifted,) and they be found in. his. cuftody, he 
mutt reffore double, ver. 4. Thus he mutt both fatisfy for the 
wrong, and fuffer for the crime. But it was afterwards pro- 
vided, that if the thief were touched in confcience, and volun- 
tarily confeffed it before it was difcovered or inquired into by, 
any other, then he fhould only make reftitution of what he had 
ftolen, and add to it a fifth part, Lev. vi. 4, 5. (2.), If he 
had killed or fold the fheep or ox he had ftolen, and thereby 
perfifted in his crime, he mutt reftore frve oxen for an ox, and 
four foecp for a foeep, ver. 1.3 more for an ox than for a fheep, 
becaufe the owner, befides all the other profit, loft the daily 
labour of his ox. This law teacheth us, That fraud and in- 
juftice will not only not enrich men, but it will impoveri/b them : 
If we unjuftly get and keep that which is another’s, it will 
aot only waffe ifelf, but it will confume that which is our own. 
{3.) If he were not able to make reftitution, he muft be fold 
for a flave, ver. 3. The court of judgment was to do it, and, 
it is likely, the perfon robbed had the money. Thus with us, 
in fome cafes, felons are tranfported into the plantations, where 
only Englifhmen kaow what. flavery iss (4.) If a thief 
break a houfe in the night, and was killed in the doing of it, 
his blood was upon his own head, and fhould not be required 
at the hand of him that fhed it, ver. 2. As be that doth an 
‘unlawful a& bears the blame of the mifchief that follows to o- 
thers, fo likewife of that which follows to himfelf. A man’s 
houfe is his caftlé; and God's law, as well as man’s, fets a 
guatd upon it: He that aflaults it, it is at his peril. Yet if 
it were in the day-time that the thief was killed, he that killed 


him mult be accountable for it, ver. 3. unlefs it were in the. 


neceflary defence of his own life. Note, We ought to be ten- 
der of the lives, éven of bad men; the miagiftrate mutt right 
ws, and we mult not revenge ourfelves. 

Secondly, Concerning trefpafs, ver. 5. He that wilfully puts 
his cattle into his ne‘ghbour’s field, muft make reftitution of 
the beft of his own. Our law makes a much, greater difference 
between this and other thefts, than the law of Mofes did. The 
- Jews hence obferved it as a-general rule, That reftitution mutt 
always be made of the beft ; and that no man fhould keep any 
cattle. that were likely to trefpafs, upon his neighbours, or to 
do them any damage. We fhould be more careful not to do 


EXOD vs. 


_ unto his neighbour’s goods. 
- of trefpafs, whéther it be for ox, for afs, for fheep, 
| for raiment, o7 for any manner of loft thing, 
| which another challengeth to be his: the caufe 
| of both parties fhall come before the judges ; 
| and whom the judges fhall condemn, he {hall 
| pay double unto his neighbour. 
| deliver unto his neighbour an afs, or an ox, or a 
| fheep, or any beaft to keep; and it die, or be 
| hurt, or driven away, no man feeing zt: 11 Then 
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wrong, than not to /ufér wrong; becaufe, to fuffer wronp, is 
ohly an afflition, but to do wrong, is a fin; and fin is always 


worfe than affliction. 


Thirdly, Concerning damage done by fire, ver. 6. He that 
defigned only the burning of thorns, might become acceffary to 
the burning of corn, and fhould not be 4eld guiltle/s. Men of 
hot and eager fpirits fhould take heed, left, while they pretend 
only to pluck up the tares, they root out the wheat alfo. If 
the fire did mifchief, he that kindled it muft anfwer for it, 
though it could not be proved that he defigned the mifchiey- 
Men mvyft fuffer for their careleffne/s, as well as for their ma- 
lice. We muft take heed of beginning ftrife: For though it 
feem but little, we know not how great a matter it-may kindle s 
which we muft bear the blame of, if; with the madman, we 
caft fire-brands, arrows, and death, ‘and pretend we mean no 
harm. It will make us very careful of ourfelves, if we confi- 
der that we are accountable, not only for the hist. we do, but 
for the hurt we occafion, through inadvertency. 


7 If a man fhall deliver unto his neighbour 
money; or ftuff to keep; and it be flolen out of. 
the man’s houfe; if the thief be found, let him 
pay double. 8 If the thief be not found, then 


the mafter of the houfe fhalf be brought unto 


the judges, to fee whether he have put his hands 
g For all manner 


1o Ifa man 


fhall an oath of the Loro be between them 
both, that he hath not put his hand unto his 
neighbour’s goods: and the owner of it ‘hall 
accept thereof, and he fhall not make it good. 
12 And if it be ftolen from him, he fhall make 
reftitution unto the owner thereof. 13 If it be 
torn in pieces ; ¢hen let him bring it for wit- 
nefs, and he thall not make good that whicli 
was torn. 14 4 And if a man borrow ought of 
his neighbour, and it be hurt, or die, the owner 
thereof being not with it; he fhall furely make 
it good. 15 Bur if the owner thereof be with 
it, he fhall not make 7t good: if it be an hired 
thing, it came for his hire. 
Thefe laws are, Firft, Concerning trufls, ver. ty—13. If 
a man deliver goods, fuppofe to a carrier to be conveyed, or 
to’a warehoufe-keeper to be preferved, or cattle to a farmer to . 
be: fed, upon a valuable confideration, and a fpecial confidence 
repofed in the perfon they are lodged with; in cafe thefe 
goods be ftolen or loft, perifh, or be damaged ; if it appear 
that it was not by any fault of the truftee, the owner muft, 
ftand to the lofs; otherwife, he that has been falfe to his truft, 
muft be compelled to make fatisfadion. Th? truftee matt a- 
ver his innocency upon oath before the judges, if the’ cafe were 
Pp2 fuch 
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fuch as afforded no other proof, and they were to determine 
the matter according as it appeared. This teaches us, (1.) 
That we ought tobe very careful of every thing we are in- 
trufted with ; as careful of it, though it be another’s, as if it 
were our own.. It is unjuft and-bafe, and that which all the 
world cries fhame on, to betray a truft. (2.) That there is 
fuch a general failing of truth and juftice upon earth, as gives 
too much occafion to fufpeét mens honetty, whenever it is their 
intereft to be difhoneft. (3.) That an oath for confirmation 
is an end of flrife, Beb. vi. 16. It is called an oath of. the 
Lord, ver. 11.3 becaufe to himan appeal is made, not only.as 
to a witoefs of truth, but as to an avenger of wrong and falfe- 
- hood. “Thofe that had offered injury to their neighbour, by 
doing any unjuft thing, yet it might be hoped, had not fo far 
debauched their confciences,.as to profane an oath of the Lord, 
and call the God of truth to be witnefs toa lie. Perjury is a 
fin which natural confcience ftartles at as much as any other. 
The religion of an oath is very ancient ; and a plain indication 
of the univerfal belief of a God, and a providence, and a 
judgment to come. (4.) That magiftracy is an ordinance of 


God, defigned, among other intentions, to affift men both in’ 


Wifcovering rights difputed, and recovering rights denied ; and 
great refpeét ought to be paid to the determination of the 
judges. (5.) That there is no reafon a man fhould fuffer for 
that which he could not help: Mafters fhould confider this in 
dealing with their fervancs, and not rebuke that as a fault which 
was a mifchance, and which they themfelves, had they been in 
their fervants places, could not have prevented. 

Secondly, Concerning loans, ver..14,.15. If a man (fup- 
pofe) lent his team to his neighbour ; if the owner were with 
it, or were to receive profit for the loan of it, whatever harm 
befel the cattle, the owner mutt {tand to the lofs of ; but if the 
owner were fo kind to the borrower as to lend it him gratis; 


and. put fuch a confidence in him as to tru{t it from under. his . 


own eye, then if any harm happened, the borrower muft make 
it good. Learn hence, to be very careful not to abufe any 
thing that is lent us: It is not only unjuft, but bafe and difin- 
genuous, by rendering evi] for good. We fhould much rather 
_chufe to lofe ourfelves, than that any fhould fuftain lofs by 
their kindnefs to us: las, mafler! for it was borrowed 3 2 


Kings vi. 5. 

16 §{ And if a man‘entice a maid that'is not 
bethrothed, and lie with her; he. fhall furely 
endow her to be his wife. 17°If her father ut- 
terly refufe to give her unto him, he fhall pay 
money according to the dowry of virgins. 18 4 
Thou fhalt not fuffer a witch to. live. 19 | 
Whofoever lieth with a beafi, fhall furely. be 
put todeath. 20 4 He that facrificeth unto 
any god, fave unto the Lorn only, he fhall be 
utterly deftroyed. 21 ¢ Thou fhalt neither vex 
a ftranger, nor opprefs him: for ye were ftran- 
gers in the land of Egypt. 22 F Ye {hall not 
afflict any widow, or fatherlefs child. 
thou afflié@ them in any wife, and they cry at 
all unto me: I will furely hear their cry; 24 
And my wrath fhall wax hot, and I will kill you 
with the fword ; and your wives fhall be wi- 
dows, and your children fatherlefs. 


Here is, Firf, A law, That he that debaucheth: a young 
wonan fhall be obliged to marry her, ver. 16,.17- If fhe 
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him, he was to. give fatisfaction in money for the injury and. 
difgraee he had done her, ‘This law puts an honour upon mar- 
-riage; and fhews likewife how ill a thing it ts, and by no 
means to be allowed, that children fhould marry without their 
parents confent: Even here where the divine law appointed the. 
marriage, both as a punifhment to him that had done wrong, 
and a recompenfe to her that had fuffered wrong ; yet there 
was an exprefs refervation for the father’s power ; if he denied 
his confent, it muft be no marriage. 

Secondly, A law, which makes witchcraft a capital crime, 
ver. 18. Witcheraft not only gives that honour to the devil 
which is due to God alone ; but bids defiance to the Divine. 
Providence, wages war with God’s government, puts his work 


making him indeed the god of this world + Juftly therefore was. 
it punifhed with death, efpecially among a people that were blef-. 
fed with a divine revelation, and cared for by Divine Provi-. 
dence above any people under the fun. By our law, confult- 
ing, covenanting with, invocating, or employing any. evil {pirit, 
to any intent whatfoever, and exercifing any inchantment,, 
charm, or forcery, whereby hurt fhall be done to any perfon. 
whatfoever, is made felony without benefit of clergy; alfo. 
pretending to tell where goods loft or ftolen may be found, or 
the like, is an iniquity punifhable by the judge, and the fecond: 
offence with death. The juftice of our law herein is fupport- 
ed by the law of God here. : 

Thirdly, ‘The unnatural and abominable fin of buggery is 


to live; ver 19. Whofoever lies with a beaf?, fhall die. 
| Fourthly, Idolatryis alfo made capital, ver. 20. God having. 
declared himfelf jea/ous in this matter, the civil powers mutt be. 
jealous in it too, and utterly deflroy thofe perfons, families, and 


| places, of Hrael, that worfhipped any god /ave the Lord. This- 


law might have -prevented the woful apoftafies of the Jewifh 
not been ringleaders in the breach of it. 

Fifthly, A caution againft oppreffion ; becaufe thofe who 
were empowered to punifh other crimes, were themfelves moft 
/in danger of this, God takes the punifhing of it into his own 
hands. (1.) Strangers muft not be abufed, ver. 21.3 not 
wronged in judginent by the magiftrates, not impofed upon in 
contracts, nor any advantage taken of his ignorance or necefli- 
ty no, nor muft he be taunted, trampled upon, treated with 
contempt, or upbraided with his being a {tranger ; for all thefe 


live among them, or ftrengthen their prejudices againft their 
religion, to which, by all kind and gentle methods, they fhould 
endeavour to profelyte them. The reafon given why they 
fhould be kind to ftrangers, is, 7% qwere rangers in Egypt, and 
knew what it was to be vexed and oppreffed there. Note, (1.) 
Humanity is one of the laws of religion, and obligeth us par 


and difcouragements ; and extend our compaffionate concern 
to ftrangers, and thofe that we are not obliged to by alliance 
or acquaintance. Thofe that are {trangers to us, are known 


to God, and he dre/erves them, Pfal. cxlvi. 9. ‘(2.) Thofé 


-| that profefs religion, fhould ftudy to oblige ftrangers, that they 
may thereby recommend religion to their’ good opinion, and 


take heed of doing any thing that may tempt them to think ilf 
of it or its profeffors, 1 Pet. ii. 12. (3.) Thofe that have 


and enlarge them, ought to fhew a particular tendernefs towards 


merly, doing now to them as'they then wilhed to'be done by.. 


(4.) Widows: 
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were efpoufed. to another, it was death to lie with her; but’ - 
this is in cafe fhe was fingle: But if the father refufed her to ~ 


into the devil’s hand, expecting him to do good andevil, and fo. 7 


here made capital; fuch beafts, in the fhape of men, are unfit. 


nation in after-times, if thofe that fhould have executed it had. . 


were vexations, and would difcourage {trangers from coming to. 


ticularly to be tender of thofe that lie moft under difadvantages - 


themfelves been in’ poverty and diftrefs, if Providence ‘enrich. 


thofe that arenow in fuch’ circumftances as they were in fore 
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ay \ 
4.) Widows and fatherlefs mut not be abufed, ver. 22. Ye 
hall not afflid them; that is, Ye fhall comfort and aflitt them, 


* againft them, which God will hear. 


and be ready upon all occafions to fhew them kindnefs. Ta 


~ making jaft demands from them, their condition muft be con- 


fidered, who. have loft thofe that fhould deal for them and pro- 
tet them: They are fuppofed to be unverfed in bufinefs, def- 


-titute of advice, timtorous, and of a tender fpirit ; and there- 


fore muft be treated with kindnefs and compaflion, and no. ad- 
vantage taken agairi{t them, nor any hardfhip put upon them, 
which a hufband or’a father would have fheltered them from 
For, 1/7, God takes a particular cognifance of their cafe, ver. 
23. Having no one elfe to complain to and appeal to, they 
will cry unto God; and he will be fure to hear them: For his 
Jaw and his providence are guardians to the widows and father- 
lefs ; and if men do not pity them, and will not hear them, he 
will. Note, It is a great comfort to thofe who are injured and 
opprefled by men, that they have a God to go to, who will 


do more than give them the hearing ; and it ought to be a terror 


~to thofe who are oppreffive, that they have the cry of the poor 
_Nay, 2d/y, He will fe- 
verely reckon with thofe that ‘do opprefs them: Though they 


efcape punifhment from men, God’s righteous judgments will: 


‘purfue and overtake them, ver. 24. Men that have a fenfe of 
_ juttice and honour, will feoule the injured caufe of the weak. 
and helplefs, and fhall not the righteous God do it ? Obferve. 
the equity of the fentence here paffed upon thofe that opprefs: 
the widows and fatherle/s: ** ‘Vheir wives fhall become wi-. 
dows, and their children fatberle/s ;?? and the Lord is known. 


by thefe judgments which fometimes he executeth. 


25 ¥ If thou lend money to any of my peo-. 


ple thai is poor by thee, thou fhalt. not be to 
him as an ufurer, neither fhalt thou lay upon 
him ufury. 26 If thou at all take thy neigh- 
bour’s raiment to pledge, thou fhalt deliver it 
unto him by that the fun goeth down: 27. For 
that zs his covering only, it is his raiment for 
his fkin: wherein {fhall he fleep? And it fhall 
come to pafs, when he crieth unto me, that I 
will hear: forl am gracious. 28 § Thou fhalt 
not revile the gods, nor curfe the ruler of thy 
people. 29) 4 Thou fhalt not delay. to offer 
the firft of thy ripe fruits, and of thy liquors : 
the firft-born of thy fons fhalt thou give unto 
me. 30 Likewie shalt thou-do with thine ox- 
en, and with thy fheep: feven days it fhall be 
with his dam; on the eighth day thou fhalt 
give it me. 31 € And ye fhall be holy men 
unto me: neither fhall ye eat any fleth that is 
torn of beafts in the field: ye fhall caft, it.to 
the dogs. 


Here is, Fir, A law againft extortion, in lending. . ((1.): 


They muft not receive vfury. for money from any that borrow- 


_ed for necellity, ver. 25. 3.as in that cafe, Neh. v. 5,7. And 


fuch provifion the law made for the preferving of eftates to 
their families by the year of Jubilee, that a people that had lit- 
tle concern in trade could not be fuppofed to borrew money 
but for neceflity, and therefore it is generally forbidden among 
themfelves ; but to a ftranger they were allowed to Jend upon 
vfury, whom yet they mightinot oppre/s. This law therefore, 


"in. the ftrictaefs of it, feems to have been peculiar to the Jew- 
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ifh ftate ; but, in the equity of it, it obligeth us to fhew merey 
to thofe we have advantage againit, and to be’ content to fhare 
with thof we lend to in lofs as well as profit, if Providence 
crofs them: And upon this condition, it feems as lawful to re- 
ceive intereft for my money, which ‘another takes pains with, 


improves, but runs the hazard of in trade ; 3 as it is to receive 


rent for my land, which another takes pains with, improves, 
but runs the hazard of: in hufbandry. (2.) They muft not 
take a poor man’s bed-clothes in pawn ; but if they did, muft 
re{tore them by bed-time, ver. 26, 27. Thofe who lic foft 
and warm. themfelves, fhould aides the hard and cold lod- 
gings of many poor people ; and not do any thing to make ill 
worfe, or to add affli@ion to the affliéed. 

Secondly, “A law again{t the contempt of authority, ver. 23. 
Thou Jenks not revile the gods, i. e. the judges and magiftrates, 
for their executing of thefe laws 3. they muft do their duty, 
whoever fuffers by it. . Magiftrates. ought. not to fear the re- 
proach of men, or their revilings ; but to defpife them, as long 
as they keep a good confcience: Butthey that do revile them 
for their being a terror to evil works and workers, reflect upon 
God himfelf, and will havea great deal to anfwer for another 
day. We find thofe under a black character and a heavy 
dooms. that de/pife dominion, and fpeak.evil of diynities, Jude, 
ver. 8.. Princes and magiftrates are our fathers, whom the fifth 
commandment obligeth us to honour, and forbids to revile, St 
Paul applies this law to himfelf, and owns, that he ought not 
to [peak evil of the ruler of his people, no, not though. ‘he was 
then his. moft- unrighteous perfecutor, ica RAIS 5, OES 
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Thirdly, A law. concerning the offering of their firft-fruits 
to God, ver. 29, 30. It was appointed before, chap. xii. and 
it is here repeated, The fir/t-Lorn of thy fons fhalt thou give un~ 
to mes and much more reafon. have we to give ourfelyes and: 
all we have to God, who /pared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all. The firft ripe of their corn they muft noé 
delay to offer... There is danger, if we delay our duty, left we 
wholly omit it; and, by flipping the firlt opportunity, in expec- 
tation: of another, we fuffer. Satan to cheat us of all our time.. 
Let not young people delay to offer to God the frffruits of 
their time and ftrength, left their delays come at laft to be de- 
nials through the deceitfulnefs of fin, and the more convenient 
feafon they: promife themfelves never come... Yet it is provi- 
ded, that the fir{tlings of their cattle thould not be dedicated to 
God till they were.paft /even days old, for then they began to 
be good for fomething. Note, God is the Firft and Beit, and: 
therefore muft have the firft and bett. 

Fourthly, A diftinGion: put between the ieee and all other: 
people, Ye /hall be holy men unto me; and one mark.of that ho- 
nourable diftinction is appointed)in their diet, which was, ‘That 
they fhould not eat. any. fle/b that was torn of beaflss ver. 31 
not only becaufe it was unwholefome, but becaufe it was paltry, 
and bafe, and covetous, and a thing below thofe who were ho- 
ly men unto God, to eat the leavings of the beafts of prey. We 
that are fan@tified to God, mult not be curious in our diet, but 


~ we mult be confcientious; not feeding ourfelves without fear, but 


eating and drinking by rule, the rule of {cbuik ty; to the glory; 
of God. 


Gy TEAS. | XT 

This chapter continues and concludes the. ads that paffed in the 
Sift Jefion (if 1 may Jo call it) upon mount Sinai. Here is, 
1. Some laws of univerfal obligation to all, relating efpecially 
to the ninth commandment, againft arts Salle witnefs, ver. 1, 
and giving falfe judgment, ver. 2,3; 6, 7,8. Alfoa law of do- 
ing good to our enemies, ver. 4 5- and not oppreffing flrangers, 
ver. 9. IL. Some laws peculiar to the Fews: The fabbati- 
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cal year, Ver. 10, 11.5 the thrce annual feafls, ver. 14,—-1 7.5 
aith fome laws pertaining thereto, 11. Gracious promifes of 
the completing of the mercy God had begun for them, upon con- 
dition of their obedience: That God would condu& them, 
through the qwilderne/s, ver. 20,—24.; that he would prof- 
per all they had, ver. 25, 26.; that he would put them in pof- 
Selfion of Canaan, ver. 27,—31. But they muft not mingle 
themfelves with the nations, ver. 32, 33. 


HOU fhalt not raife a falfe report: put 
not thine hand with the wicked to be an 
unrighteous witnefs. 2 Thou fhalt not fol- 
low a multitude to do evil; neither fhalt thou 
fpeak in a caufe, to decline after many, to 
wrelt judgment: 3 & Neither fhalt thou coun- 
tenance a poor man in his caufe. 4.q If thou 
meet thine enemy’s ox or his afs going aftray, 
thou fhalt furely bring it back to him again. 
5 if thou fee the afs’ of him that hateth thee, 
lying under his burden, and wouldeft forbear 
to help him; thou fhalt furely help with him. 
6 Thou fhalt not wreft the judgment of thy 
poor in his cafe. 7 Keep thee far from a falfe 
‘matter: and the innocent and righteous flay 
thou not: for I will not juftify the wicked. 8 
4 And thou fhalt take no gift: for the gift 
blindeth the wife, and perverteth the words of 
the righteous. 9 Gf Alfo thou fhalt not opprefs 
a ftranger: for ye know the heart of a ftranger, 
teeing ye were ftrangers in the land of Egypt. 


Here are, Firff, Cautions concerning judicial. proceedings. 
It was not enough that they had good laws, better than ever 
-any nation had; but care muft be taken for the due adminiftra- 
‘tion: of juftice according to thofe laws. 

[ 1.‘ The witneffes are here cautioned, that they neither 
occafiom an innocent man to be indicted, by raifing a falfe res 
port of him, and fetting common fame: againft him, nor affift in 
the profecution of an innocent man, or one whom they do not 
‘know to be guilty, by putting their hand in fwearing as wit- 
neffes again{t him, ver. r. Bearing falfe witnefs againft a man 
in a matter that toucheth his life, hath in it all the guilt of ly- 
ing, perjury, malice, theft, murder; with the additional ftains 
of colouring all with pretence of juftice, and involving many o- 
thers in-the fame guilt... There 1s fcarce any one act of wick- 
ednefs. that a mam can poflibly be guilty of, which has in it a 
gyeater complication of villanies than this hath. Yet the for- 
mer part of this caution isito be extended to: common conver: 
fation, and not only to judicial proceedings; fo that flandering 
and dackbiting is adegree of falfe witne/s-bearing, A man’s 
reputation lies as much at the mercy cf every company,-as his 
eftate or life doth at the mercy: of a judge or jury; fo that he 
who raifeth, or knowingly fpreads a falfe report againft his 
neighbour, efpecially if the report be made to wife and good 
men, whofe opinion one would’ defire to ftand right in, fins as 
much ‘againft the laws of truth, juflice, and charity, as a falfe 
switricfs doth; with this farther mifchief, that he leaves: it not 
in the power’ of the perfon injured to right himfelf. That which 
we tranflate, Thow foalt not raife, the margin reads, Thow fhalt 
notreccive a falfe reports For{ometimes the receiver in this cafe, 
is as-bad as the icf; and a backbiting tongue would not do fo 
much mifchief as it doth, if it were not’ countenanced:’ Some- 


times we cannot avoid Aearing a falfe report ; but we muft not 
reecive it} % es we muft not hear it with pleafure and delight, 
as thofe that réjoice in iniquity, nor give credit to it, as long as 
there remains any caufe to queftion the truth of it: This is 
charity to our neighbour’s good name, and doing as we would 
be done by. 

[2.] The judges are here cautioned not to pervert judge- 
ment. 

1. They mutt not be over-ruled either by might ot multitude 


to go again{t their confciences in giving judgment, ver. 2. With - 


them caufes were tried by a bench of judges, and judgmient gi- 
ven by the major vote; in which cafe, every particular juftice 
muft go according to truth, as it appeared to him upon the 
{tricteft and moft impartial inquiry, though the multitude of the 


-people, and their out-cries, or the fentence of the rabbim, (we 


tranflate it many,) the more ancient and hondurable’ of the 
juttices, went the other way: Therefore (as with us) among, 
the Jews, the junior upon the bench voted firft, that he might 


not be fwayed or over-ruled by the authority of the fenior. - 


Judges mutt not refpe&t the perfons either of the parties of of 
their fellow-judges. [he former part of this verfe alfo gives 
a general rule for all, as well as judges, Not to follow a multi- 


_ tude to do evil: General ufage will never excufe us in any ill 
| ptadtice, nor is the broad way ever the better or fafer for its 


being tracked and crowded. We mutt enquire what we oughe 


/ to do, not what the mof do, becavfe we muft be judged by our 
| Mafter, not by our fellow-fervants; and it is too great a cona- 
| pliment to be willing to go to hell for company. 


2. They muft not pervert judgment, no sot in favour of a 
poor man, ver. 3. Right muft in all cafes take place; and 


' wrong muft be punifhed, and juftice never biafled, nor injury 


connived at, under pretence of charity and compaflion. Ifa 
poor man be an ill man, and do an ill thing, it is foolish pity 
to let him fare the better for his poverty, Deut. i. 16, 17. 

3. Neither muft they pervert judgment in prejudice to a poor 
man, not fuffer him to be wronged, becaufe he had not where- 
withal to right himfelf.. In fuch cafes, the judges themfelves 
muft become advocates for the poor, as far as their caufe was 
good and honeft, ver. 6. Thou‘ fhalt not wreft the judgment o 
thy poor: Remember he is thy poor, Bone of thy bone, thy 
poor neighbour, thy poor brother; let him not therefore fare 
the worfe for his being poor. ; 

4. They muft dread the thoughts of affifting or abetting an 
ill thing, ver. 4. Keep thee far from a falfe matter: Do not 
only keep thee free from it, -nor think it enough to fay, Thou 
art unconcerned in it; but keep thee far ftom it, dread it asa 
dangerous fnare The innocent and righteous thou wouldeft not 


for all the world /lay with thine own hands: Keep thee there- 


fore from a fale matter; for thou knoweft not but it may end 
in that, and the righteous God will not leave fuch wickednefs 
unpunithed. J qill not ju/tify the wicked, i. e. 1 will condemn 
him that unjuftly condemns others. Judges themfelves are ac- 
countable to the Great Judge. 


5. They matt not rake brides, ver. 8. They muft not only - 


not be {wayed by a gift to give an unjult judgment, either to 
condemn the innocent, or acquit the guilty, or adjudge a man’s 
right from him; but they muft not fo much as take a gift, left 
it fhould have an ill influence upon them, and over-rule them 
contrary to their intentions ; for it hath a ftrange tendency to 
blind thofe who otherwife would do well. eget 

6. They muft not ofpres a flranger, ver. 9. ‘Though aliens 
might not inherit lands among them, yet they muft have juftice 
done them, miuft peaceably enjoy their own, and be righted if 


they were. wronged, though they were ftrangers to the com- 


monwealth of Ifrael. It was an inftance of the equity and 


goodnefs of our law, That if an alien be tried for any crime, 


except 
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be refrethed. 


Chap. XXIII. ; 
except treafon, the one half of his jury, if he defire it, fhall be 
foreigners; They call it a trial per medietatem lingue; a kind 
of provifion that ftrangers may not be oppreffed. The reafon 


here given is the fame with that, chap. xxi. 21. Ve were firan- 
gers; which is here elegantly enforced, 1% know the heart of a 


Arranger ; You know fomething of the griefs and fears of a ° 


ftranger by fad experience; and therefore being delivered, can 
the eafier put your fouls iato their fouls {tead. 5 
Secondly, Commands concerning neighbourly kindneffes. We 
mutt be ready to all good offices, as there is occafion, for any 
body, yea, even for thofe that have done us ill offices, ver. 4, 
5- ‘The command of Joving our enemies, and doing good to 
them that hate us, is not only anew, but an o/d commandment, 
Prov. xxv. 21, 22. Infer from hence, (1.) If we mutt do 
this kindnefs for an enemy, much more for a friend; though 
an enemy only is mentioned, becaufe it is fuppofed a man would 


not be uwancighbourly to any, unlefs fuch as he has a particular ° 


fpleen againft. (2.) If it be an all thing mot to prevent our e- 
nemy’s lofs and damage, how ill a thing is it to occasion harm 
and lofs to him, or any thing he has? (3.) If we mutt bring 
back our neighbour’s cattle when they go aftray, much more 
muft we endeavour, by prudent admonitions and in{trudtons, 
to bring back our neighbours themfelves, when they go afttay 
in aay finful path ; fee James v. 19, 20. And if we muft en- 
deavour to help up a fallen afs, much more fhould we endea- 
vour, by comforts and encouragements, to help up a finking 
fpirit; faying to them that are of a fearful heart, Be ftrong. 
We mult /eek the relief and welfare of others as well as our 
awa, Phil. ii. 4. Jf thou fayeft, Behold, we knew. it not ;” 
doth not he that pondereth the heart confider it? Sce Prov. ¥xiv. 
bi, 12, 

10 And fix years thou fhalt fow thy land, and 
fhalt gather in the fruits thereof: rr But the fe- 
venth year thou thalt let it reft, and lie fill; that 
the poor of thy people may eat: and what they 
leave, the beafts of the field fhall eat. In like 
manner thou fhalt deal with thy vineyard, and 
with thy olive-yard. 12 Six days thou fhalt do 
thy work, and on the feventh day thou fthalt 
reft :. that thime ox and thine afs may reft, and 
the fon of thy hand-maid, and the ftranger may 


mention of the names of other gods, neither let 
it be heard out of thy mouth. 149 Three times 
thou fhalt keep a feaft unto me in the year. 15: 
Thou shalt keep the feaft of unleavened bread :: 
thou fhalt eat unleavened bread feven days, as 
I commanded thee in the time appointed of the 
month Abib: for in it thou cameft out from E- 
gypt: and none fhall appear before me empty: 
16 And the feaft of harveft, the firft-fruits.of 
thy labours, which thou haft fown-in. thy field : 
and the feaft of in-gathering, which is in. the 
end of the year, when thou haft gathered in thy 
labours out of the field. 17 Three times in the 
year all thy males fhall appear before the Lorp 
God. 18 Thou fhalt not offer the blood of my 
facrifice with leavened bread, neither fhall the 


En 6D US. 


13, And in-all things that I have: 
faid unto you, be eircumfpect: and make no. 


held all their enjoyments. 
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fat of my facrifice remain until the morning. 
19 The firft of the firft-fruits of thy land thou 
fhalt bring into the houfe of the Lorn thy God. 
Thou fhalt not feethe a kid in his mother’s milk. 

Here is, Fir/t, The inftitution of the fabbatical year, ver, 


10, 11. Every feventh year their land was to reft: They 
muit not plough or fow it at the beginning of the year, and 


‘then they could not expect any great harveft at the end of the 


year ; but what the earth did produce of itfelf fhould be eaten 
from hand to mouth, and not laid up. Now this was defigned, 
(1.) To thew what a plentiful land that was into which God ~ 
was bringing them, that fo numerous a people could have rich 
maintenance out of the products of fo {mall a country, without - 
foreign trade, and yet could fpare the increafe of every feyenth 
year. (2.) To mind them of their dependance upon God 
their great Landlord, and their obligation to ufe the fruit of 
their land as he fhould direct. ‘Thus he would try their obe- 
dience in a matter that nearly touched their intereft: After-~ 
wards we find, that their difobedience to this.command was a 
forfeiture of the premifes, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 21. (3.) To teach 
them a confidence in the Divine Providence, while they did 
their duty, ‘That as the fixth day’s manna ferved for two days 
meat, fo the fixth year’s increafe fhould ferve for two years 
fubfiltence. Thus they mult learn not to take thought for their 
life, Mat. vi. 25. If we be prudent and diligent in our affairs, 


_ we may truft Providence to furnifh us with the dread of the day 


in its day. 
Secondly, "lhe repetition of the. law of the fourth command- - 


- ment, concerning the weekly fabbath, ver. 12. Even in the 


year of re{t they muft aot think the fabbath-day was. laid in 
common with the other days, but even that year it muft be re- 
ligioufly obferved ; yet.thus fome have endeavoured to take a-- 
way the obfervation.of the fabbath, by pretending that every 
day. muft be a fabbath-day. 

Thirdly, A\l manner of refpect to the gods of the heathen . 


~ are. here. ftri€ly forbidden, ver. 13. A general caution is pre- : 


fixed to this, which hath reference to all thefe precepts: J ° 


_ all things that I have faid unto you, be circum/ped.. We are in 


danger of mifling our way on the right-hand, and‘on the left ; 
and it.is at our peril if we do; therefore we have need to ook 
about us. t\ man may ruin himfelf through-mere careleffnels, 
but he cannot fave himfelf without great care avd cireumfpec- 
tion, Particularly fince idolatry was a fin they were much 
addicted to, and would be greatly tempted to, they muft en- 
deavour to blot out the remembrance of the gods of the hea- 
then; and mutt difufe and forget all their fuperititious forms of © 
fpeech, and never mention them but with deteftation. In Chrif 
tian fchools and academies, (for it is in vain to think of ‘re- 
forming the playhoufes,) it-were to-be withed that. the names 
and {tories. of the heathen deities, or demons rather, were not 
fo commonly and familiarly ufed as they are, even with thews 
of refpect,. and fometimes with. forms of invocation. Surely 


» we have not fo learned Chrift. 


Fourthly, Their folemn religious attendance on God, in the 


- place which he fhould chufe, is here ftrictly required, ver. 14>. 
17s. (4.) Thrice. a-year all their males mult come toge- 
_ ther in a-holy convocation, that they might the better know and 
_ love one another,.and keep up their communion as a dignified. 
_ and, peculiar people. . (2.) They muft come together before the 
Lord, ver. 17; to prefent themfelves before him, looking to- 
- wards, the place where his honour dwelt; and.to pay their ho- 


mage to him as their great Lord, from and under whom they 
(3.> They mutt feafl tovether be- 
fore the Lord, eating and drinking together, in token of - heir 
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_ joy in God, and their grateful fenfe of his goodnefs to them; 


for a feaft is made for laughter, Eccl. x. 19. O what a good 
Matter do we ferve, who has made it our duty to rejoice hefore 
him, who fealts his fervants when they are in waiting! Never 
let religion be called a melancholy thing, when its folemn fer- 
vices are folemn feafts. (4.) They mutt not appear before God 
_ emply, ver. 15.; fome free-will offering or other they muft 
bring, in token of their refpe€&t and gratitude to their great Be- 


nefactor. As then they muft not come empty-handed, fo we nocw: 


muft not come to worfhip God empty-hearted: Our fouls muft 
be filled with grace, with pious and devout affections, holy 
defires towards him, and dedications of ourfelves to him ; for 
with fuch facrifices God is well pleafed. (5.) The paffover, 
pentecoft, and feaft of tabernacles, in fpring, fummer, and 
autumn, were the three times appointed for their attendance ; 
not in winter, becaufe travelling was then uncomfortable; not 
in the midft_oftheir harveft, becaufe then they were otherwife 
employed: So that they had no reafon to fay, that he made 
them to ferve with an offering, or wearied them with incenfe. 

_ Fifthly, Some particular directions are here given about the 
three feafts, though not fo fully as afterwards. (1:) As to the 
paflover, it was not to be offered qwith leavened bread, for at 
that feaft all leaven was to be caft out; nor was the fat of it 
to remain until the morning, left: it fhould fmell ill, ver. 18. 


(2.) At the feaft of pentecoft, when they were to begin their ' 


harvelt, they muft bring the jir/? of their fruits to God, by the 


pious prefenting of which the whole harveft was fandtfied, ver. 


19. (3.) At the feaft of in-gathering, as it is called, ver. 16. | 


they muft give God thanks for the harveft-mercies they had 
received, and muft depend upon him for the next harveft ; and 
mutt not think to receive benefit by that fuperftitious ufage of 


fome of the Gentiles, who (it is faid) at the end of their har- . 


velt, feethed a kid in its dam’s milk, and {prinkled that milk-pot- 
tage, in a magical way, upon their gardens and fields, to make 
them more fruitful the next year. But Ifrael muft abhor fuch 
foolifh cuftoms. 


20 & Behold, I fend an’ Angel before thee, - 


to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into 
the place which I have prepared. 21 Beware 
-of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not: 


for he will not,pardon your tranfgreflions: for 


my name 7s in him. 22 But if thou fhait in- 
deed obey his voice, and do all that I fpeak ; 
‘then I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, 
and an adverfary unto thine adverfaries. 23 For 
mine Angel fhall go before thee, and bring 


thee in unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, 


and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the 
Hivites, and the Jebufites : and I will cut them 
-off.- 24 Thou fhalt not bow down to. their gods, 
nor ferve them, nor do after their works: but 
thou fhalt utterly overthrow them, and quite 
break down their images. 25 And ye fhall 
ferve the Lorp your God, and he fhall blefs 
thy bread, and thy water: and | will take fick- 
nefs away from the midft of thee. 26 4 There 
fhall nothing cait their young, nor be barren in 
thy land: the number of thy days I will fulfil. 
27 IT will fend my fear before thee, and will de- 
ftroy all the people to whom thou fhalt come, 
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Vinto the place which God had not only defigned but prepared — 
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and I will make all thiné enemies turn their 
‘backs unto thee. 28 And ‘I will fend hornets 
before thee, which fhall drive out the Hivite, 

the’ Canaanite, and the Hittite from before — 
thee. 291 will not drive them out from before 

‘thee in one year; left the land become defolate, - 

and the beaft of the field multiply againft thee. =~ 
30 By little and little I will drive them out from 
before thee, until thou be increafed, and inherit 
the land. 31 And I will fet thy bounds from 
the Red-fea even unto the fea of the Philiftines, 
and frorn the defart unto the river: for I will 
deliver the inhabitants of the land into your 
band; and thou fhalt drive. them out’ before 
thee. 32 Thou fhalt make no covenait with 
them, nor with their gods. 33 They {hall not 
dwell in thy land, left they make thee fin a- 


a 


s 


-gainft me: for if thou ferve their gods, it will 


furely be a fnare unto thee. 


Three gracious promifes are here made to Ifrael, to engage | 


them to their duty, and encourage them in it; andeach of the - 


promifes hath fome needful precepts and cautions joined to it. 

Firft, It is here promifed that they fhould be guided and 
kept in their way through the wildernefs to the land of promife: 
Behold, I fend an Angel before thee, ver..20° ; mine Angel, ver. | 
23. A created angel, fay fome; a minifter of God’s provi- 
dence, employed in conduéting and proteéting the camp of If 
rael: That it might appear God took a particular care of ther, 
he appointed one of his chief fervants to make it his bufinefs to 
attend them, and fee that they wanted for nothing. Others 
fuppofe it to be the Son of God, the Angel of the covenant : 
For the Ifraelites in the wildernefs are faid: to tempt Chrift ; 
and.we may as ;well fuppofe him God’s meffenger, and the - 
church’s Redeemer, before his incarnation, as the Lamb flair 
from the foundation of the world. And we may the rather 
think he was pleafed to undertake the deliverance and conduét 
of Ifrael, becaufe they were typical of his great undertaking. 
Itjis promifed, That this bletied Angel fhould keep themin 
the way, though it lay through a wildernefs firft, and afterwards 
through their enemies country ; thus God’s fpirittal Ifrael thall | 
be kept through the wildernefs of this earth, and from the — | 
infults of the gates of hell: And that he fhould bring them 


for them ; and thus Chiift has prepared a place for his followers 
and will: preferve them to it, for he is faithful to him that 
appointed him. ; 

The precept joined with this promife, is, That they be ob- 
fervant of, and obedient to, this angel whom God would fend 
before them, ver. 21. Beware of him, and obey his voice in e- ., 
very thing; provoke him not in any thing; for it is at your 
peril if you do, he will vi/it your iniquity, Note, (1.) Chrift 
is the author of falvation to thofe only that. obey him ;° the 
word of command is, Hear ye him, Mat. xvii. 5 | Obferve 
what he hath commanded, Mat xxviii. 20. (2.) Our necef- 
fary dependance upon the divine power and goodnefs fhould 
awe us into obedience. We had beft take heed of provoking 
our Protector and Benefactor, becanfe if our defence depart 
from us, and the ftreams of his goodnefs be cut off, we are 
undone: Therefore beware of him, and carry it towards him 
with all poflible reverence and caution; fear the Lord and his 
goodne/s. (3+) Chrift will be faithful to thofe that are faithful - 

y ; ; Bye) 
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‘to him, and will efpoufe their caufe who adhere to his; ver. 
22. will be an adverfary to thine adverfaries : The league 
-fhall be offenfive and defenfive ; like that with Abraham, J 
ail ble[s him that bleffeth thee, and curfe him that curfeth thee. 
~ Thus is God pleafed to twift interefts and friendfhips with 
-his people. ; 


- Secondly, It is promifed that they fhould have a comfortable 


Settlement in the land of Canaan, which they hoped now (tho? 
it proved otherwife) within a few months to be in the pofef- 
fion of, ver. 24,—26. Obferve, [1.] How reafonable the 
‘conditions of this promife are: Only that they fhould ferve 
their own God, who was indeed the only true God; and not 
the gods of the nations, which were no gods at all, and which 
they had no reafon at all to have any refpeét for. They muft 
not only worfhip their gods, but they mutt u#terly-overthrow 
them, in token of their great abhorrence of idolatry, their re- 
folution never to worfhip idols themfelves, and their care to 
prevent any other from worfhipping them; as the converted 
conjurers burnt their books, Aéts xix. 19. [2.] How rich 
the particulars of this promife are: (1.) The comfort of their 
food: He thall dle/s thy bread and thy water 3 and God’s blef- 
fing will make bread and water more refrefhing and nouvifhing 
than a feaft of fat things and wines on the lees, without that 
blefling. (2.) The continuance of their health : “ J will take 
JSicknefs away ;” either prevent it, or remove it. ‘Thy land 
fhall not be vifited with epidemical difeafes, which are very 
dreadful, and fometimes have laid countries wafte. (3.) The 
increafe of their wealth: ** Their cattle fhould not be barren, 
nor caft their young ;” which is mentioned as an in{tance of 
profperity, Job xxi. 10. (4.) The prolonging of their lives 
to old age: “ The number of thy days I will fulfil, and they 
‘fhall not be cut off in the midft by untimely deaths.” ‘Thus 
hath godlinefs. the promife of the life that now is. 

Thirdly, It is promifed that they fhould conquer and fub- 
due their enemies, the prefent occupants of the land of Canaan, 
who muft be driven out, to make room for them. ‘This God 
would do, (1.) Efedually, by his power, ver. 27, 28.3; not 
fo much by the {word and bow of Ifrael, as by the terrors 
which he would ftrike the Canaanites with. . Though they 
were fo obffinate, as not to be willing to fubmit to Ifrael, re- 
fign their country, and retire elfewhere, which they might have 
done; yet they were fo di/pirited that they were not able to 
fland before them. This completed their ruin. Such power 
had the devil in them, that they would refift; but fuch power 
had God over them, that they could not: I will fend my fear 
before thee ; and they that fear will foon fice. Hots of hor- 
nets made way for the hotts of If{rael; fuch mean creatures 
can God make ufe of for the chaftifing of his people’s enemies, 
as in the plagues of Egypt. When God pleafes, hornets can 
drive out Canaanites, as well as lions could, Jofh. xxiv. 12. 

 .(2.) He would do it gradually, in wifdom, ver. 29, 30.3 not 
all at once, but by Uittle and little. As the Canaanites had kept 
poffeffion till Ifrael was grown into a people, fo there fhould 
{till be fome remains of them till Ifrael fhould grow fo nume- 
rous as to replenifh the whole. Note, The wifdom of God 
is to be obferved in the gradual advances of the church’s in- 
terefts. It is in real kindnefs to the church, that its enemies 
are fubdued by 4ttle and little ; for thus we are kept upon our 
guard, and in a continual dependance upon God. ‘Corruptions 
are thus driven out of the hearts of God’s people; not all at 
once, left they fhould grow proud and fecure, but by H#tle and 
little: The old man ts crucified, and therefore dies /lowly. 


God in his providence often delays mercy, becaufe we are not 


ready for it. Canaan has room enough to receive Ifrael, but 


Tfrael is not numerous enough to occupy Canaan: We are | 


not ftraitened in God; if we are ftraitened, it is in ourfelves. 
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_ The land of Canaan is promifed them, ver. 31. in its utmoft 


extent; which yet they were not poffeffed of till the days of 
David, and by their fins they foon loft poffeffion, 

' ‘Lhe precept annexed to this promife, is, That they fhould 
not make any frieridfhip, nor have any familiarity with idola- 
ters, ver. 32, 33. ‘They muft not fo much as fojourn in their 
land, unlefs they renounced their idolatry. Thus they mult ~ 
avoid the reproach of intimacy with the worfhippers of falfe 
gods, and the danger of being drawn to worfhip with them. 
By familiar conyerfe with idolaters, their dread and dete(tation 
of the fin would wear off ; they would think it no harm, in 
compliment to their friends, to pay fome refpe& to their gods, 
and fo by degrees would be drawn into the fatalfiare. Note, 
Thofe that would be kept from ill courfes, muft keep from ill 
company ; it is dangerous living in a bad neighbourhood: O- 
thers fins will be our fnares, if we look not well to ourfelves. 


| We muft always look upon#our greateft danger to be from 


thofe that would make us yin againf! God. Whatever friend- 
fhip is pretended, that is really our worlt enemy that draws us 
from our duty. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


Mofes, as mediator between God and Ifrael, having received 


divers laws and ordinances from God privately in the three 
foregoing chapters; in this chapter, 1. Comes down to the 
people, acquaints them with the laws he had received, and takes 
their confent to thofe laws, ver. 3.3 writes the laws, and 
reads them to the people, who repeat their confent, ver. 457-3 
and then by facrifice, and the fprinkling of blood, ratifies the 
covenant between them and God, ver. 5,6, 8. II. He re- 
turns to God again, to receive further direttions. When he 
was difmiffed from his former attendance, he was ordered to 
attend again, ver.1,2. He did fo, with feventy of the el» 
ders, to whom God made a difcovery of his glory, ver. 9,— 
11. Mofes is ordered up into the mount, ver. 12, 13.3 the 
roft are ordered down to the people, ver. 14. The cloud of 
glory is feen by all the people on the top of mount Sinai, ver. 
15,—17.3 and Mofes is there with God forty days and for- 
ty nights, ver. 18. + 
ND he faid unto Mofes, Come up unto the 
A Lorp, thou and Aaron, Nadab and Abi- 
hu, and feventy of the elders of Irael: and wor- 
fhip ye afar off. 2 And Mofes alone fhallcome 
near the Lorp: but they fhall not come nigh, ' 
neither fhall the people go up with him. 3 4 
And Mofes came and told the people all the 
words of the Lorn, and all the judgments: and 
all the people anf{wered with one voice, and faid, 
All the words, which the Lorp hath faid, will 
we do. 4 And Mofes wrote all the words of 
the Lorp, and rofe up early in the morning, 
and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve 
pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Ifrael. 
5 And he fent young men of*the children of 
Ifrael, which offered burnt-offerings, and facri- 
ficed peace-offerings of oxen unto the Lorp. 
6 And Mofes took half of the blood, and put 
it in bafons; and half of the blood he {prink- 
led'on the altar. 7 And he took the book of 
the covenant, and read in the audience of the 
people: and they faid, All that the Lorp hath 


Qq faid, 


306 


faid, will we do, and be obedient. 8 And: Mofes 
took the blood, and fprinkléd 7¢ on the people, 
and faid,. Behold, the blood of the covenant 
~ which the Lorn hath made with you, concern- 
ing all thefe words. 


The two firit verfes are the appointment of a fecond feffion 
upon mount Sinai, for the making of Jaws, when an end was 
put to the firft. When a communion is begun between God 
and us, it fhall never fail on. his fide, if it do not firft fail 
on ours. Mofes is direéted to bring Aaron, his. fons, and 
the feventy elders of Lrael, that they miight be witnefles 
of the glory of God, and that communion with him to which 
Mofes was admitted, and that ¢heir teftimony might confirm 
the people’s faith. In this approach, (1.) They muft all be 
very reverend: Wor/bip ye afar‘off, ver. 1. Before they came 
near, they muft worfbip. Thus we mult enter into God’s 
gates with humble and folemn adorations, and draw near as 
thofe that know our diflance, and admire the condefcenfions of 
God’s grace in admittfhg us to draw near. Are great princes 
approached with the profound reverence of the body? and 
fhall not the foul that draws near to God be Lowed before him? 
(2.) They.muft none of them come fo near as Mofes, ver. 2. 
They mat comestp to the Lord, (and thofe that would ap- 
proach to Gods mult a/cend:) But Mofes muft come near a- 
Jone: therein a type of Chrift, who, as the high prieft, entered 
alone into the moft holy place. 

_ Jn the-following verfes, we have the folemn covenant made 
between God and Lael, and the exchanging of the ratifica- 
tions; and a very folemn tranfaétion it was, typifying the co- 
yenant of grace between God and believers through Chritt. 

I. Mofes told the people the words of the Lord, ver.3. He 
did not lead them blindfold into the covenant, nor teach them 

-adevotion that was the daughter of ignorance ; but laid before 
them all the precepts, general and particular, in the foregoing 
chapters, and fairly put it to them, Whether they were willing 
to fubmit to thefe laws or no? 
' IE. The people unanimoufly confented to the terms propo- 
fed, without refervation or exception: Jl] the words which 
the Lord hath faid, will we do. 
in general tovbe under God’s government, chap. xix. 8.3; 
here they confent in particular to thefe laws now giver: O 
that there had been fuch a heart in them! How well were it, 
if people would but be always in the fame good mind that 
fometimes they feem to be in! Many con/ent to the law, and 
yet do not live up to it; they have nothing to except againft 
it, and will not perfuade themfelves to be ruled by it. 

This is the tenour of the covenant, That if they would 
obferve the foregoing precepts, God would perform the forego- 
ing promifes, Obey and be happy. Here is the bargain made. 

_ Obferve, 

Firft, How it was engroffed in the book of the covenant: Mo- 
fes wrote the words of the Lord, ver. 4. that. there might be 
no miftake. Probably, he had written them as God dictated 
them on the mount. As foon as ever God had feparated to 
himfelf a peculiar people in the world, he governed them by a 

written word; as he has done ever fince, and will do while 
the world f{tands, and the church in it. Mofes having engrof- 
fed the articles of agreement concluded upon between God and 
Tfrael, read them in the audience of the people, ver. 7. that they 
might be perfectly apprifed of the thing, and might try whe- 
ther their fecond thoughts were the fame with their fr/, upon 
‘the whole matter. And we may fuppofe they were fo; for 
_ their words, ver. 7. are the fame with what they were, ver. 3. 


but fomething flronger :. Mil that the Lord hath faid, {be it 


EX OB Vs. 


looked at in the covenant they were now to feal. 


They had before confented . 
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good, or be it évil, to flefh and blood, Jer. xl. 6.) we wall 
do. So they had faid before ; but now they add, dnd will 
be chedient : Not only we will do what hath‘beea commanded; . 
but in every thing which fhall further be ordamed, we will de 
obedient. \ Bravely refolved! if they had but ftuck to their res ~ 
folution. See here, That God’s covenants and commands 
are fo unconteftably equitable in themfelves, and fo highly ad- 
vantageous to us, thet the more we think of them, and the moré 
plainly and fully they are fet before us, the more reafon we 
fhall fee to comply with them. 

Secondly, How it was fealed by the blood’ of the covenant ; 
that Ifrael might receive //rong confolations from the ratifying 
of God’s promifes to them, and might lie under frong obliga- 
tions from the ‘ratifying of their promifes to God. ‘Thus hath 
Infinite Wifdom devifed means, that we may be confirmed both 
in our faith and in our obedience, may be both encouraged in 
our duty and engaged to it. The covenant muft be made by 
Jacrifice, Pfal. 1. 5.3 becaufe fince man hath finned, -and for- 
feited his Creator’s favour, there can be no fellowfhip by cove~ 
nant, till there is firft friendfhip and atonement by facrifice. 

{r.]} In preparation, therefore, for the parties interchange- 
ably putting their feals to this covenant, 1. Mo/es builds an altar 
to the honour of God ; which was principally intended in all 
the altars that were built, and which was the firft thing to be 
No addi- _” 
tion to the perfeétions of the divine nature can be made by a- 
ny of his dealings with the children of men ; but in them his 
perfections are manifefted and magnified, and his honour fhew- 
ed forth: Therefore he will now be reprefented by an altar, 
to fignify, that all he expected from them was, That they /bould 
do him honour; and that, being his people, they fhould be to 
him for a name anda praife. 2. He erects twelve pillars, 
according to the number of the tribes. Thefe were to repre- 
fent the people, the other party to the covenant: And we may 
fuppofe they were fet up over-againf? the altar; and that Mo-~ 
fes, as mediator, pafled to’and fro between them. Probably 
each tribe /et up and knew its own pillar, and their elders ftood 
by it. 3. He appointed /acrijices to be offered upon the altar, 
ver. 5. Burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, which yet were de- 


‘figned to be expiatory. We are not concerned to inquire who 


thefe young men were that were employed in offering thefe facri- 
fices ; for Mofes was himfelf the prieft, and what they did was . 
purely as his fervants, by his order and appointment. No doubt 
they were men who by their bodily ftrength were qualified for. 
the fervice, and by their {tation among the people were fitteft 
for the honour. 

[2.] Preparation being thus made, the ratifications were vee . 
ty folemnly exchanged. 

1. The blood of the facrifice, which the people offered, was 
(part of it) /prinkled upon the altar, ver. 6.: Which fignified 
the people’s dedicating themfelves, their lives and beings, to 
God, and to his honour. In the blood (which is the life) of 
the dead facrifices, all the Ifraelites were prefented unto God. 
as living facrifices, Rom. xii. 1. : 

2. The bload of the facrifice, which God had owned and 
accepted, was (the remainder of it) fprinkled, either. upon the 
people themfelves, ver. 8. or upon the pillars that reprefented 
them: Which fignified God’s gracious conferring his favour. 
upon them, and all the fruits of that favour ; and his giving 
them all the gifts they could expect or defire from a God re-. 
conciled to them,-and in covenant with them by facrifice. This 
part of the ceremony was thus explained, Behold the. blood of ~ 
the covenant: See here how God fealed to you to be to you | 
a God, and you feal to him to be to him a people ; his pro-. 


‘ mifes to you, and yours to him, are both yea and amen. 


Thus our Lord Jefus, the Mediator of the new. coyenant,. 
~ j (of 


heer 
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(of whom Mokes was a type,) having offered up himfelf a fa- © 


crifice upon the crofs, that his blood might be indeed the blood 
of the covenant, he fprinkled it upon the altar in his intercef- 


fion, (Heb. ix. 12.); and fprinkles it upon his church by his 


word and ordinances, and the influences and operations of the 
Spirit of promife, by whom we are fealed. He himfelf feemed 
to allude to this folemnity, when, in the inftitution of the Lord’s 
Supper, he faid, “ This cup is the new te/lament, or covenant, 
in my blood.”? Compare with this, Heb. ix. 19,.20. 


9% Then went up Mofes and Aaron, Nadab 
and Abihu, and feventy of the elders of Ifrael. 
to And they faw the God of Ifrael: and there 
was under his feet, as it were a paved work of 


~ a fapphire-ftone, and as it were the body of hea- 


ven in dis clearnefs. 11 And upon the nobles 
of the children of Ifrael he laid not his hand: 
alfo they faw God, and didseat and drink. 


Thé people having, befides their fubmiffion to the ceremony 
of the fprinkling of blood, declared their well-pleafednefs in their 
God and his law again and again; God here gives to their re- 
prefentatives fome fpecial tokens of his favour to them: For 
God meeteth him that rejoiceth and worketh righteou/ne/s, and 
admits them nearer to him than they could have expeéted. 
Thus, in the New Teftament church, we find the four living 
creatures, and the four and taventy elders, honoured with pla- 
ces round the throne, being redeemed unto God by the blood of 
the Lamb, which is in the midft of the throne, Rev. iv. 4, 7. 
and v. 8, 9. ‘ 

Obferve, [1.] They faw the God of Ifrael, ver. 1¢.; i. e. 
they had fome glimpfe of his glory in light and fire, though 
they faw no manner of fimilitude, and his Being no man hath 
Jfeen or can fee, 1 Tim. vi. 16. They faw the place where the 
God of Ifrael ftood ; fo the Seventy: Something that came 
near the fimilitude, but was not. Whatever they faw, it was 
certainly fomething of which no image or piéturé could be made, 
and yet enough to fatisfy them that God was with them ofa 
truth. Nothing is defcribed but that which was under his feet ; 
for our conceptions of God are all below him, and fall infinitely 
‘fhort of being adequate. They faw not fo much as God’s feet, 


- but at the bottom of the brightnefs they faw (fuch as they ne- — 
. ver faw before nor after, and as the foorftool or pedeftal of it) 


a moft rich and fplendid pavement as it had been of /apphires, 
azure, or /ey-coloured, ‘The heavens themfelves are the pave- 
ment of God’s palace, and his throne is above the firmament : 
See how much better qwi/dom is than the precious onyx or the 


_fapphires : For wifdom was from eternity God’s delight, (Prov. 


vil. 30.) and layin his dofom ; but the /apphires are the pave- 
ment. under his feet there let us put all the wealth of this 
world, and not in our Aearis. 

- [2.] Upon the nobles, or elders, of L[frael he laid not his hand, 
ver. 11. Though they were men, the dazzling {plendor of his 
glory did not overwhelm them ; but é was fo moderated, (Job 
X&XvI. g.) and they were fo ftrenythened, (Dan. x. 19.) that 
they were able to bear it; nay, though they were /inful men, 
and obnoxious to\God’s juftice, yet he did not lay his punith- 
ing avenging hand upon them, as they feared he would. When 


we confider what a confuming fire God is, and what./rubdle we | 


are before him, we fhall have reafon to fay in all our approaches 
to him, J¢ is of the Lord’s mercies we are not confumed, 


[34] They faw God, and did eat and drink. They had not _ 


only their lives preferved, but their vigour, courage, and com- | 


fort ; it caft no damp upon ee; but rather increafed and 
elevated it. ‘They feafled upon t 
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-with God in purfuance of that covenant. 
-and drink with Chrift at his table, Luke xxit. 30. Dlefled are- 


e facrifice before God, in to- * 
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ken of their cheerful confent' to the covenant now made, their 
grateful acceptance of the benefits of it, and their communion: 
Thus believers eat 


they that fhall eat bread in the hingdom of our Father, and drink 
of the wine new there. 


124 And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Come up 
to me into the mount, and be there: and J will 
give thee tables of ftone, and a law, and com- 
mandments which I have written; that thou 
mayeft teach them. 13 And Mofes rofe up, 
and his minifter Jofhua: and Mofes went up 
into the mount of God. 
the elders, Tarry ye here for us, unttl we come 
again unto you: and behold, Aaron and Hur 
are with you: if any man have any matters to 
do, let him come unto them. 15 And Mofes 
went up into the mount, and a cloud covered 
the mount. 16 And the glory of the Lorp a- 
bode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered 
it fix days: and the feventh day he called unto 
Mofes out of the midft of the cloud. 17 And 
the fight of the glory of the Lorp was like de- 
vouring fire on the top of the mount, in the eyes 
of the children of Ifrael. 18 And Mofes went 
into the midft of the cloud, and gat him up into 
the mount: and Mofes was in the mount forty 
days, and forty nights. 

The public ceremony of fealing the covenant being over, 
-Mofes is called up to receive further inftruétions ; which we 
have in the following chapters. 

Firft, He is called up into the mount, and there he remains 
fix days at fome diftance:. Orders are given him, ver, 12. 
‘ Come up to the mount, and be there,” i. e. Expeé& to conti- 
nue there for fome confiderable time. ‘Thofe that would have 
communion with God, mutt not only come to ordinances, but 
they muft abide by them: Bleffed are they that dwell in his 
houfe, not that only call there. ‘ Come up, and / will give 
thee a law, that thou mayeft teach them.” .Mofes taught them 
nothing but what he had received from the Lord; and he re- 
ceiyed nothing from the Lord but what he taught them: For 
he was faithful both to God and Ifrael ; and did neither add 
nor diminifh, but kept clofe to his inftruétions. 

Having received thefe orders, (1.) He appointed Aaron and 
Hur to be as lords-juftices in his abfence, to keep the peace 
and good order in the congregation, ver. 14. The care of his 


| government he would /eave behind him, when he went up into 


the mount, that he* might not have that to diftraét his mind ; 
and yet he would not leave the people as fheep having no fhep- 
herd, no, not for a few days: Good princes find their go- 
vernment a conftant care, and their people find it a conttant 
blefing. (2.) He took Jofhua up with him into the mount, 
ver. 13. Jofhua was his minifler, and it,would be a fatisfac- 
tion to him to. have him with him as a companion during the 
fix days that he tarried in the mount before God called to him. 
Jofhua was to be his fuccefor; and therefore thus he was ho- 
noured before the people above the reft of the elders, that they 
might afterwards the more readily take him for their governor; 
and thus he was prepared for fervice, by being trained up in 
communion with God. Jofhua was.a type of Chrift, and (as 


Q4q 2 the 


14 And he faid unto’ 
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the learned Bifhop Pierfon well obferves) Mofes takes him 
with him into the mount, becaufe without Jefus, in whom are 
hid all the treafures of wifdom and knowledge, there is no look- 
ing into the fecrets of heaven, nor approaching the glorious pre- 
fence of God. (3.) A cloud covered the mount fix days: A 
vifible token of God’s fpecial prefence there ; for he fo fhews 
himfelf to us, as at the fame time to conceal himfelf from us : 
He lets us know fo much, as to affure us of his prefence, pow- 
er, and grace; but intimates to us, that we cannot ind him out 
to perfection. During thefe_fix days, Mofes ftaid waiting upon 
‘the mountain, for a call into the prefence-chamber, ver. 15, 
16. God thus tried the patience of Mofes; and his obedience 
. to that command, ver. 12. Be there. If Mofes had been tired 
before the feventh day, (as Saul, 1 Sam. xiii. 8.) and had faid, 
“* What fhould I wait for the Lord any longer?” he had loft 
the honour of entering into the cloud ; but communion with 
‘God is worth waiting for. And it is fit we fhould addrefs 
ourfelves to folemn ordinances with a folemn pawfe, taking time 
to compofe ourfelves, Pfal. cviii. 1. 

Secondly, He is called up into the cloud, on the feventh day, 
probably the fabbath-day, ver. 16. Now the thick cloud open- 
ed in the fight of all Ifrael, and the glory of the Lord broke 
forth ke devouring fire, ver. 17. God, even our God, is a 
confuming fire ; and fo he was pleafed tomanifeft himfelf in 
the giving the law; that, knowing the terrors of the Lord, we 
may be perfuaded to obey, and may by them be prepared for 
the comforts of the gofpel ; and that the grace and truth, which 
come by Fe/us Chrif?, may be the more acceptable. 

Now, (1.) The entrance of Mofes into the cloud was very 
wonderful: Mofes went into the midft of the cloud, ver. 18. 
It was an extraordinary prefence of mind, which the grace of 
God furnifhed him with by his fix days preparation, elfe he 
durft not have ventured into the cloud, efpecially when it broke 
out in devouring fire ; Mofes was fure he that called him would 
proteé him ; and even thofe glorious attributes of God, which 
are moft terrible to the wicked, the faints with a humble reve- 
rence rejoicein. He that walketh righteoufly, and /peaketh up- 
rightly is able to dwell even with this devouring fire, as we are 
told, Ifa, xxxiii. 14, 15. There are perfons and works that 

_ will abide the fire, 1 Cor. ili. 12, &¢. and fome that will have 
confidence before God. 

(2.) His continuance in the cloud was no Jefs wonderful : 
He was there forty days and forty nights. It fhould feem the 
fix days, ver. 16, were not part of the forty: For during thofe 
fix days, Jofhua was with Mofes; who did eat of the manna, 
and drink of the brook, mentioned Deut. ix. 21.3 and while 
they were together, it is probable Mofes did eat and drink with 
him: But when Mofes was called into the midft-of the cloud, he 
left Jofhua without, who continued to eat and drink daily while 
he waited for Mofes’ return ; but from thenceforward Mofes 
falted. Doubtlefs, God could have faid what he had now to 
fay to Mofes in one day; but for the greater folemnity of the 
thing, he kept him with him in the mount forty days and forty 
nights. - We are hereby taught to {pend much time in commu- 
nion with God, and to think that time beft {pent which is fo 
(pent. ‘They that would get the knowledge of God’s will, 
mut meditate thereon day and night. 


Cras. XXV. 


At this chapter begins an account of the orders and inftrudions 
God gave to Mofes upon the mount, for the ere@ing and fur- 
nifhing of a tabernacle to the honour of God. Here is, 1. Or- 
ders given for a collection to be made among the people for this 
purpofe, ver. 1,—9. Il. Particular inftrudtions, (1.) Con- 
cerning the ark of the covenant, ver. 10—22., (2+)-.The 
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table of foew-bread, ver. 23,—30. (3-) The galden candle 
Sicks ver. 34, ad fin. 


ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
2 Speak unto the children of Irael, that 
they bring me an offering: of every man that 
giveth it willingly with his heart, ye fhall take 
my offering. 3 And this zs the offering which 
ye fhall take of them; gold, and filver, and 
brafs, 4 And blue, and purple, and fcarlet, and 
fine linen, and goats hair, 5 And rams. fkins 
dyed red, and badgers fkins, and fhittim-wood. 
6 Oil for the light, {pices for anointing oil, and — 
for fweet incenfe, 7 Onyx-ftones, and ftones to 
be fet in the ephod, and in the breaft-plate. 8 
And let them make mea fanctuary ; that I may 
dwell amongft them. g According to all that. 
I fhew thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, 
and the pattern of all the inftruments thereof, 
even fo fhall ye make it. 


We may fuppofe, that when Mofes went into the midf of 
the cloud, and abode there fo long, where the holy angels at- 
tended the Shechinah, or Divine Majefty, he faw and heard 
very glorious things relating to the upper world; but they were. 
things which were not /awful or poffible to utter: And there- 
fore in the records he kept of the tranfactions there, he faith 
nothing to fatisfy the curiofity of thofe who would intrude into 
the things which they have not feen, but writes that.only which 
he was to /peak to the children of Ifrael; for the {cripture is de- 
figned to direét us in our duty, not to fill our heads with fpe- 
culations, or to pleafe our fancies. : 

In thefe verfes, God tells Mofes his intention in general, 
That the children of Ifrael fhould duild him a fan@uary; for he 
defigned to dwell among them, ver. 8. And fome think, that 
though there were altars and groves ufed for religious worfhip 
before this, yet there never was any houfe or temple built for 
facred ufes in any nation, before this tabernacle was erected by 
Mofes ; and that all the temples, which were afterwards fo 
much celebrated among the heathen, teok rife from this, and 
pattern by it. God had chofen the people of Ifrael to be a 
peculiar people to himfelf, above all people ; among whom di- 
vine revelation, and a religion according to it, fhould be lodged - 
and eftablifhed: He himfelf would be their King. As their 
King, he had already given them laws for their government of 
themfelves and their dealings one .with another, with fome 
general rules for religious worfhip, according to the light of 
reafon and the law of nature, in the ten commandments, and 
the following comments upon them. But this was not thought 
fufficient to diftinguifh them from other nations, or to anfuer 
the extent of that covenant God would make with them, to 
be their God: And therefore he orders a royal palace to be fet 
up among them for himfelf, here called a January, or holy - 
place or habitation; of which it is faid, Jer. xvii. 12.. A gloriz 
ous high throne from the beginning, is the place of our fanduary. 
This fan@tuary is to be confidered. = 

[1.] As ceremonial; confonant to the other inftitutions of 
that difpenfation which confifted in carnal ordinances, Heb. ix... 
10. Hence it is called a worldly fauduary, Heb. ix. 1. God. 
in it kept his court, as Ufrael’s King. (1.) There he manifeft. 
ed his prefence among them ; and it was intended for a fign or - 


_ token of his prefence, that while they had that in the midft of 


Ls the Lord among us, or 


them, they might never again afk. 
not? 
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not 2? And, becaufe in the wildernefs they dwelt iz tents, e- 
ven his royal palace was ordered to be a tabernacle too, that 
it might move them, and might be an inftance of the conde- 
{cenfions of the Divine favour. (2.) There he ordered his 

~ fubjects to attend him with their homage and tribute. Thither 


they mu{t come to confult his oracles, thither they muft bring © 


their facrifices, and there all Ifrael muft meet to pay their joint 
refpeéts to. the God of Ifrael. 

[2.] As typical. The holy places made with hands were 
the figures of the true, Heb. ix. 24. The gofpel-church is the 
true tabernacle which the Lord pitched, and not man, Heb. 
viii. 2. The body of Chrift, in and by which he made atone- 
ment, was the greater and more perfed tabernacle, Heb. 1x. 
11. The Word was made ficfh, and dwelt among us, as in a 

_ tabernacle. 

Now when Mofes was to erect this palace, it was requifite 
he fhould firft be inftruéted where he muft have the materials, 
and where he muft have the mode/; for he could neither con- 
trive it by his own ingenuity, nor build it at his own charge. 

_ He is therefore directed here concerning both. 

Firft, The people muft furnifh him with the marerials, not 
by a tax impofed upon them, but by a voluntary contribution. 
This is the firft thing concerning which orders are here gi- 
‘yen, ver. 2. Speak unto the children of Ifrael, that they bring 
me an offering. And all the reafon in the world they fhould: 

» For, (1.) It was God himfelf that had not only enlarged them, 
but enriched them with the fpoils of the Egyptians; he-+had in- 
 ftruéted them to Jorrow, and he had inclined the Egyptians to 
lend: So that from him they had their wealth ; and therefore 
it was fit they fhould devote it to him, and ufe it for him; and 
thus make a grateful acknowledgement of the favours they had 


received. Note, 1. The beft ufe we can make of our worldly © 


wealth, is, to honour God with it in works of piety and cha- 
rity. 2. When we have been bleffed with fome remarkable 
fuccefs in our affairs, and have had, as we fay, a good hit, it 
may be juftly expected that we fhould do fomething more than 
“ordinary for the glory of God, confecrating our gain, in fome 
reafonable proportion of it, to the Lord of the whole earth, 
Mic. iv. 13. (2.) The fanétuary that was to be built was in- 
tended. for their benefit and comfort, and therefore they mult 
be at the expence of it. They had been unworthy of the pri- 
vilege, if they had grudged at the charge. They might well 
afford to offer liberally for the honour of God, while they li- 
ved upon free-quarter, having food for therfelves and their fa- 
milies rained upon them daily from heaven. We alfo mutt 
own, that we have our all from God’s bounty, and therefore 
ought to ufe-all for his glory. Since we live upon him, we 
mutt live to Aim. 

This offering muft be given willingly, and with the heart: 
That is, 1. It was not prefcribed to them what or how much 
they mutt give, but it was left to their generofity, that they 
might fhew their good-will to the houfe of God, and the ofh- 
ces thereof; and might do it with an holy emulation, the zeal 
.of a few provoking many, 2 Cor. ix. 2. We fhould afk, not 
only what mu/f we do but what may we do, for God? 2. What- 
ever they give, they mutt give it cheerfully, and not grudging- 
Jy and with reluctancy ; for God loveth a cheerful giver, 2 Cor. 

_ix. 7. What is laid out in the fervice of God, we mutt rec- 
- kon well beftowed. ; 

‘The particulars are here mentioned which they mutt offer, 
ver. 3,—7.3 all of them things that there would be occafion 
for in the tabernacle, or the fervice of it. Some obferve, that 
here was gold, filver, and bra/s provided; but no iron; that is 
the military metal, and this was to be a houfe of peace. E- 
very thing that was provided was very rich and fine, and the 
beft of the fort: for God, who is he Bef, thould have the be/?, 
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Secondly, God himfelf would furnifh him with the mode/, 
ver. 9. <ccording to all that I foew thee. God fhewed him 
an exact plan of it, in /itle; which he muft conform to in all 

oints. ‘Thus Ezekiel faw, in yifion, the form of the houfe, 
and the falhion thereof, Ezek. xliii. 11. Note, Whatever is 
done in God’s fervice, muft be done by his direétion, and not 
otherwife ; yet God did not only fhew him the model, but 
gave him alfo particular directions how to frame the tabernacle 
according to that. model, in all the parts of it, which he goes 
over diftinétly in this and the following chapters. 
fes, in the beginning of Genefis, was to defcribe the creation of 
the world, though it be fuch a ftately and curious fabric, and 
made up of fuch a variety and vaft number of-particulars, yet 
he gave a very fhort and general account of it, and nothing 
to what-the wifdom of this world would have defired and ex- 
pected from one that wrote by divine revelation ; but when he 
comes to defcribe the tabernacle, he doth it with the greateft 
nicenefs and accuracy imaginable. He that gave us no ac- 
count of the lines and circles of the globe, the diameter of 
the earth, or the height and magnitude of the ftars, has told 
us particularly the meafure of every board and curtain of the 
tabernacle ; for God’s church and inftituted religion is more 
precious to him, and more confiderable, than all the reft of 
the world. And the fcriptures were written, not to defcribe 
to us the works of nature, a general view of which is fufficient 
to lead us to the knowledge and fervice of the Creator; but 
to acquaint us with the methods of grace, and thofe things 
which are purely matters of divine revelation. ‘The blefled- 
nefs of the future ftate is more fully reprefented under the no- 
tion of a New Ferufalem than under the notion of new hea- 
vens and a new earth. 


10 & And they thall make an ark of fhittim- 
wood: two cubits and a half /bad/ be the length 
thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth 
thereof, and a cubit and a half the height 
thereof. rz And thou fhalt overlay it with 


pure gold, within and without fhalt thou over- — 
lay it: and fhalt make upon it a crown of gold - 
12 And thou fhalt caft four 


round about. 
rings of gold for it, and put them in the four 


corners thereof; and two rings /bal/ be in the - 


one fide of it, and two rings in the other fide 
of it. 313 And thou fhalt make ftaves of fhit- 
tim-wood, and overlay them with gold. 14 


And thou fhalt put the-ftaves into the rings, - 
by the fides of the ark, that the ark may be - 
15 The ftaves fhall be in the - 
rings of the ark: they fhall not be taken from - 
it. 16 And thou fhalt put into the ark the - 


born with them. 


teftimony which I fhall give thee.. 17 And 
thou fhalt make a mercy-feat. of pure gold: 
two cubits and a half /bal/ be. the length there- 


of, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof, ~ 


18 And thou fhalt make two cherubims of gold: 
of beaten work fhalt thou make them, in the 
two ends of the mercy-feat. 1g And’make 


one cherub on. the one end, and the other che- . 


rub on the other end: even of the mercy-feat 


fhall ye make the cherubims on the two ends : 


thereof, 
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thereof. 20 And the clferubims fhall ftretch - 


forth their wings on high, covering the metcy- 
feat with their wings, and their faces /ball look 
one to another: toward the mercy-feat. fhall 
the faces of the cherubims be. 21 And thou 


fhalt put the mercy-feat above upon the ark, | 


and in the ark thou fhalt put the teftimony 
that I fhall give thee. 22 And there I will 
meet with thee, and I will commune with thee 
from above the mercy-feat, from between the 
two cherubims which are upon the ark of the 
teftimony, of all things which I will give thee 
in commandment unto the children of Ifrael. 


The firft thing which is here ordered to be made, is the ark 
and its appurtenances ; the furniture of the moft holy place, 
.and the fpecial token of God’s prefence ; the tabernacle was e- 
-rééted to be the receptacle of that. 

Fir, The ark itfelf was a cheft or coffer, in which the 
‘two tables of the Jaw, written with the finger of God, were to 
be honourably depofited, and carefully kept. ‘The dimen- 
fions of it are exaétly ordered. 
as fome learned men compute, three inches longer than 
our half yard, (twenty-one inches in all,) this cheft or ca- 
binet was about fifty-two inches long, thirty-one broad, and 
thirty-one deep. It was overlaid within and withoat with thin 
plates of gold. It had a crown or corni/h of gold round it, 
“rings and ftaves to carry it with; and in it he muft put the te/- 
timony, ver. 10,—16. ‘The tables of the law are called the 
teftimony, becaufe God did in them.teftify his will: His giving 
them that law, was in token of his favour to them; and their 
acceptance of it, was in token of their fubjeétion and obedience 
to him. This law was a teftimony ¢o them, to dire& them in 
their duty; and would be a teftimony againft them, if they did 
tranfgrefs. The ark is.called the ark of the teftimony, Exod. 
xxx. 6.; and the tabernacle the tabernacle of the teftimony, 
Numb. x. 11. or witne/s, Ads vii. 44. The gofpel of Chrift 
is alfo called a te/imony, or witne/s, Matt. xxiv. 14. It is 
_obfervable, 

[1.] That the tables of the law were carefully preferved in 
an ark for the purpofe; to teach us to make much of the word 
of God, and to hide it in our hearts, in our innermoft thoughts, 
as the ark was placed in the holy of holies. It intimates like- 
wife the care which Divine Providence ever did, and ever will, 
take to preferve the records of divine revelation in the church; 
fo that even in the latter days there fhall be /een in his temple 
the ark of his teftament. See Rev. Xi. 19. 

[2.] That this ‘ark was the chief token of God’s prefence ; 
which teacheth us, that the firft and great evidence and affur- 
ance of God’s favour, is the putting of his daw in the heart. 
God dwells where that rules, Heb. viii. ro. 

[3.] ‘That provifion was made for the carrying of this ark 
about with them in all their removes; which intimates to us, 
that wherever we go, we fhould take our religion along with 
us, always bearing about with us the love of the Lord Jefus 
and his law. 

Secondly, The mercy-feat was the covering of the ark . or 


cheft, made of /folid gold, exactly to fit the dimenfions. of the . 


ark, ver. 17, 21. ‘This propitiatory covering, as it might well 
be tranflated, was a type of Chrilt, the Great Propitiation, 
whofe fatisfaction fully anfwers the demands of the law, covers 
our tran{greflions, and comes between us and the curfe we de- 
ferve. “Thus he is the end of the law for righteoufne/s. 
Thirdly, The cherubims of God were fixed to the mercy- 
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feat, and ofa piece with it, and {pread their wings over it, ver. 
18. It is fuppofed thefe cherubims were defigned to reprefent 
the holy angels, who always attended the Shechinah or Divine 
Majefty, particularly at the giving of the law, not by any effi- 
gies of any angel, but fome emblem of the angelical nature ; 
probably fome one of thofe four faces {poken of, Ezek. i. 10. 
Whatever the faces were, they looked one towards another, and 
both downwards towards the aré, while their wings were ftretch- 
ed out fo as to touch one another. The apoftle calls them 
cherubims of glory, /badowing the mercy-feat, Heb. ix. 5. It 
notes their attendance upon the Redeemer, to whom they were 
miniftring fpirits ; their readinefs to do his will; their fpecial 
prefence in the affemblies of faints, Pfal. Ixviii. 17. 1 Cor. 
xi. 10.; and their defire to look unto the myfterieg of the 
gofpel, which they diligently contemplate, 1 Pet. i. 12. Gad 
is faid to dwell or fit between the cherubims, on the mercy-feat, 
Pfal. Ixxx. 1.3; and from thence he here promifeth, for the 
future, to meet with Mofes, and to commune with him, ver. 
22. There he would give Jaw, and there he would give au- 


-dience, as a prince on his throne ; and thus he manifefts him- 


felf willing to be reconciled to us, and keep up communion 
with us in and by the mediation of Chrift. In allufion to this 
mercy-feat, we are {aid to come boldly to the throne of grace, 
Heb. iv. 16.; for we are not under the law that is covered, but 
under grace that is difplayed; its wings are ftretched out, and 
we are invited to come under the fhadow of them, Ruth ii. 12. 


23 4 Thou fhalt alfo make a table of fhit- 
tim-wood : two cubits /Aal/ be the length there- 
of, and a cubit the breadth thereof, and a cu- 
bit and a half the height thereof. 24 And thou 
fhalt overlay it with pure gold, and make there- 


to acrown of gold round about. 25 And thou 


fhalt make unto it a border of an hand-breadth 
round about, and thou fhalt make a golden 
crown to the border thereof round about. 26 
And thou fhalt make for it four rings of gold, 
and put the rings in the four corners that ure 
on the four feet thereof. 27 Over againft the 
border fhall the rings be for places of the ftaves 
to bear the table. 28 And thou fhalt make the 
ftaves of fhittim-wood, and overlay them with 
gold, that the table may be borne with them. 
29 And thou fhalt make the dishes thereof, and 
fpoons thereof, and covers thereof, and bowls 
thereof, to cover withal ef pure gold fthalt thou 
make them. 30 And thou {halt fet upon the 
table fhew-bread before me alway. 


Here is, Firf?, A table ordered to be made of wood over. 
laid with gold, which was to ftand not in: the holy of holies 
(nothing was in that but the ark only with its appurtenances), 
‘but in the outer part of the tabernacle, called the /anduary or 
holy places Heb. ix. 2. ver. 23, Gc. ‘There muft alfo be the 
ufual furniture of the fide-board, difhes and fpoons, ec. ; and 
all of gold, ver. 29. Be 

Secondly, "This table was to be always {pread, and furnifhed 
with the /hew-bread, ver. 32. or bread of faces ; twelve loaves, 
one for each tribe; fet in two rows, fix ina row: See the law — 
concerning them, Lev. xxiv. 5, £%c. The tabernacle being 
God’s houfe, in which he was pleafed to fay he would dwell 
among them, he would fhew that he kept a good houfe. In 
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the royal palace, it was fit there fhould be a royal table. Some 
make: the twelve loaves to reprefent the twelve tribes, fet be- 
fore God .as his people, and the corn of his floor, as they are 
called, Ifa. xxi. 10. “As the ark fipnified God’s-being prefent 
with them, fo the twelve loaves fignified their being prefented 
to. God. This bread was.defigned to be, (1.) A thankful ac- 
‘knowledgment of God’s goodnefs to them, in giving them 
their daily bread ; manna in the wildernefs, where he prepared 
a table for them; and in Canaan, the corn of the land. Here- 
by they owned their dependance upon Providence; not only 
for the corn in the field, which they gave thanks for in offering 
the fheaf of firft-fruits; but for the bread in their houfes, that 
when it was brought home God did not d/ow upon it, Hag. 1. 
g. Chrift has taught us to pray every day for the bread of 
the day. -(2.) A token of their communion with God; this 
bread on God’s table being made of the fame-corn with the 
bread on their own tables: God and Ifrael did as it were eat 
together, as a pledge-of  friendfhip and fellowfhip; he /upped 
with them, and they with him. (3.) A type of the {piritual 
proyifion which is made in the church, by the gofpel of Chrift, 
for all that.are made priefts to our God. Jn our Father's 
houfe there is bread ensugh, and to fpare, a loaf for every tribe. 
All that attend in God’s houfe, fhall be abundantly fatisfied 
with the goodnefs of it, Pfal. xxxvi. 8. Divine confolations 


are the continual feaft of holy fouls, however they are to thofe | 


to whom the table of the Lord, and the meat thereof, becaufe it 
is plain bread, zs contemptible, Mal. i. 12. Chrift hath a able 
in bis kingdom, at which all his faints fhall for ever eat and 


_ drink with him, Luke xxii. 29, 30. 


.31 § And thou fhalt make a candleftick of 
pure gold: of beaten work fhall the candleftick 
be made: his fhaft, and his branches, his bowls, 
his knops, and-his flowers fhall be of the fame. 
32 And fix branches fhall come out of the fides 
of it: three branches of the candleftick out of 
the one fide, and three branches of the candle- 
ftick out of the other fide. 33 Three bowls 
made like unto almonds, with a knop- anda 
flower in one branch; and three bowls made 
like almonds in the other branch, with a knop 
and a flower: fo in the fix branches that come 
out of the candleftick. 34 And in the candle- 
flick /bal/ be four bowls made like unto almonds, 
35. And 
there /bail bea knop under two branches of the 
fame, and aknop under two. branches of the 
fame, anda knop under two branches of the 
fame, according to the fix branches. that pro- 
ceed. out of the candleftick,. 36 Their knops 
and their branches fhall be of the fame: all 
it /hall be one beaten work of pure gold. 37 And 
thou fhalt make the feven lamps thereof: and 
they fhall light the lamps thereof, that they 
may give light overagainft it. 38 And the 
tongs thereof, and the {nuff-difhes thereof /hall 
be of pure geld. 39 Of a-talent of, pure gold 
fball he make it, with all thefe veffels. 40 And 
jook that thou make them after their pattern, 
which was fhewed thee in the mount. 
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The next thing ordered to be made forthe furnifhing of 
God’s palace, was a rich ftately candleftick, all of pure gold, 
not hollow, but folid. The particular directions here given 
concerning it, fhew, {1.) That it was very magnificent, and a 
great ornament to the place: It had many branches drawn 
from the main./haft, which had not only their 2 *x/s to put the 
oil and the kindled wick in for neceflity, but they had &nops 
and flowers for ornament. (2.) That it was very convenient, 
and admirably well contrived, both to fcatter the light, and to 
keep the tabernacle clean from fmoke and fnuffs. (3.) It was 
very fignificant. ‘Whe tabernacle had no windows. by which to 
let in the light of the day ; allits light was candle-light ; which ~ 


| notes the comparative darknefs of that difpen/ation, while the 


Sun of righteoufnefs was not as. yet rifen, nor had the Day-/ar 
from on high yet vifited his church: Yet God left not him- 
felf without witnefs, nor them without inftruction; the com- 
mandment was a lamp, and the law a light, and the prophets 
were branches from that lamp, which gave /ight in. their feve-- 
ral ages to the Old Teftament church. The church és ftill 
dark as the tabernacle was, in comparifon with what it will be 
in heaven: But the word of God is the candleftick, a ight 
Joining in a dark place, 2 Pet. i. 1g.;.and a dark place indeed 
the world would be without it. ‘The Spirit of God, in his 
various gifts and graces, is compared to the /even lamps which 
burn, before the throne, Rev. iv.5. The churches are golden 
candleflicks, the lights of the world, holding forth the word of 
life, as the candleftick doth the light, Phil, ii. 15,.16.. Mini-- 
{ters are to light the lamps and {nuff them, ver. 37. by open- 
ing the {criptures. The. treafure of this light is now put into 
earthen veffels, 2, Cor. iv. 6, 7. The branches of the candle. 
ftick {pread. every. way, to note the diffufing ofthe light of the 
gofpel into.all parts, by the miniftry, Mat. v. 14, 15. There 
13,8 eb is of gifts, but the fame fpirit gives to each to pro- 
fit. withal. 

Lajfily, There is, in the midft of thefe inftru@ions, an exe. 
prefs caution given to Mofes, to take heed of varying from his 
model, yer. go. Make them after the pattern Jhewed thee.’ 
Nothing was left to his own invention, or the fancy of. the 
workmen, or the people’s humour, but the will of. God muft 
be religionfly obferved in every particular. Thus, (1.) All 
God’s proyidences are exactly according to his counfels, and 
the copy never varies from. the original. Infinite Wifdom ne- 
ver changeth its.meafures ; whatever is purpofed, fhall un- 
doubtedly be performed, (2.) All his ordinances mutt be ad- 
miniftered according to his inftitutions. Chrift’s inftruétion to 
his difciples,, Mat. xxviil. 20. is like this here: Odb/erve all: 
things whatfoewer I have commanded you. 


GOH ALP. EXVE 


Moafes here receives inftruétions, (1.). Concerning the inner cure ~ 
tains of the tent or tabernacle, and the coupling of thofe cure - 
tains, vet. I1,—5.. (2.). Concerning. the outer. curtains, . 
which were of goats hair, to ftrengthen' the former, ver. 7,— 
13-. (3-) Concerning the: cafe or cover which was to fecure . 
it from the weather, ver. 14. (4.) Concerning the. boards . 
mvbich were to be reared up to fupport the curtains, with their~ 
bars and fockets, ver. 15,—30. (5.) The partition betaveen 
the holy place and the mof holy, ver. 31,—35... (6.) The 
veil for the door, ver. 36,37. Thefe particulars, thus. large- 
ly recorded, feem of little ufe to us now 3 yet having been of 
great ufe.to Mofes and Ifrael, and God having thought fit 
to preferve down tous the remembrance of them, we ought. 
not to overlook them. Even the antiquity renders this account» 
wencrable. 
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and blue, and purple, and fcarlet : 


7 OrEOVER, thou fhalt make the tabernacle 
with ten curtains of ‘fine twined linen, 
with cher: 


bims of cunning work fhalt thou make them. ° 
2 The length of one curtain /hall be eight and ° 


twenty cubits, and the breadth of one curtain 
four cubits: and every one of the curtdins fhall 
have one meafure. 3 The five curtains fhall 
be coupled together one to another: and other 
five curtains /hall be coupled one to another. 
4 And thou {halt ‘make loops of blue upon the 
edge of the one curtain, from the ‘felvedge in 
the coupling: and likewife fhalt thou make 
in the uttermoft edge of another curtain, in the 
coupling of the fecond. .5 Fifty loops fhalt thou 
make-in the one curtain, and fifty loops fhalt 
thou make in the edge of the curtain that zs in 
the coupling of the fecond; that the loops may 
take hold one of another. 6 And thou fhalt 
make fifty :taches of gold, and couple the cur- 
tains together with the taches: and it fhall be 
one tabernacle. 

The houfe mutt be a‘tadernacle, or tent, fach as foldiers now 
ufe in the camp: Which was both a mean dwelling and a move- 
able one ; and yet the ark of God had no better, till Solomon 


built the temple, four hundred and eighty years after this, 1 
Kings vi. 1. God manifefted his prefence among them thus 


ina tabernacle, (z.) in compliance with their prefent condi-- 


tien in the wildernefs, that they might have him with them 
wherever they went. Note, God fuits the tokens of his fa- 
vour, and the gifts of his grace, to his people’s wants and ne- 
Ceflities, according as they are ; accomodating his mercy to 

their ftate, profperous or adverfe, fettled or unfettled: When 
thou paffeft through the waters I will be with thee, Wa. xiii. 2. 
(2.) That.it might -reprefent the {tate of God’s church in this 
world. Itis a tabernacle-ftate, Pfal. xv. 1. We have here no 
continuing city ; being ftrangers in this world, and travellers to- 
wards a better: We {hall never be fixed till we come to heaven. 
Church-privileges are moveable goods fcom one place to another, 
the gofpel is not tied to any place; the candleftick is in a tent 
and may eafily be taken away, Rev. ii. 5. If we make much 
of the tabernacle and improve the privilege of it, wherever 
we go it will accompany Us 5 but if we neglect and difgrace it, 
wherever we flay it will forfake us: What hath my beloved to 
do in my houfe : 2 Jer. xi. 15. 

Now, [1.] The curtains of the tabernacle were to he very 
rich, the beft of the kind; fine twined linen: And colours ve- 
ry plealing ; b.ue, purple, and fearle. [2.} They were to be 
embroidered with cherubims, ver. 1.3 to intimate that the an- 
gels of God pitched their tents round about the church, Pfal. 
xxxiv. 7. As there were cherubims over the mercy-feat, fo 
there were round the tabernacle ; for we find the angels com- 
pafling not only the throne, but theveller is, Bee Rev: Vockr. 
[.3.} There were to be two hangings, five breadths in each, few- 
ed together, and the two hangings coupled together with gold- 
en clafps, or tacks, fo that it might be all one tabernacle, ver. 
6. Thus the churches of Chrift and the faints, though they 
are many, yet tltey are one, being fitly Joined together in holy 
love, and by the unity of the Spirit, fo growing into one holy 
temple in the Lord, Eph. ii, 21, 22. & iv. 16. This taberna- 
cle was very flrait and narrow; but at the preaching of the gof- 
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pel,» the church is bid to enlarge the Nees of her sat, and to 


Sige forth ber curtains, Va. liv: 2. 


4@ And thou fhalt make curtains ¢f goats 
ae to be a covering upon the tabernacle: e- 
leven curtains fhalt thou make. 8 The length 
of one curtain /hall be thirty cubits, and the 
‘breadth of one curtain four cubits: and the e- 
leven curtains /hall be all of one meafure. 9 
And thou fhalt couple five curtains by them- 
felves, and fix curtains by themfelves, and fhalt 
double the fixth curtain in the fore front of 
the tabernacle. 10 And thou fhalt make fifty 
loops on the edge of the one curtain ¢hat is out- 
moft in the coupling, and fifty loops in the edge 
of the curtain which coupleth the fecond. 11 
And thou fhalt make fifty taches of brafs, and 
put the taches into the loops, and couple the 
tent together that it may be one. 12 And the 
remnant that remaineth of the curtains of the 
tent, the half-curtain that remaineth, fhall hang 
over the back-fide of the tabernacle.’ 13 And, 
a cubit on the one fide, and a cubit on the o- 
ther fide of that which remaineth in the length 
of the curtains of the tent, it fhall hang over 
the fides of the tabernacle, on this fide, and on 
that fide, to coverit. 14 And thou fhalt make 
a covering for the tent, of rams fkins dyed red, 
and a covering above of badgers fkins. 


Mofes is here ordered to make a double covering for the 


»tabernacle, that it might not rain, and that the beauty of thofe 


fine curtains might not be damaged. 
[1.] There was to be a covering of hair camlet curtains, 
which were fomewhat larger every way than the inner cur- 
tains, becaufe they were to inclofe them; and probably were 
ftretched out at fome little diftance from them, ver. 7. &e. 
Thefe were coupled together with brafs clafps. The {tuff being 
lefs valuable, the tacks were fo; but the brafs tacks would an- 
{wer the intention as effectually as the golden ones. ‘The bonds 
of unity may be as {trong between curtains of goats hair, as 

between thofe of purple and fcarlet. 
{2.] Over this there was to be another covering, and nee 
a double one, ver. 14. One of rams kins dyed red, probably 
dreffed with the wool on: Another of dadgers fRins, fo we 
tranflate ; but it fhould rather feem to have been fome ftrong 


fort of leather, (but very fine,) for we read of the beft fort of | 


fhoes made of it, Ezek. xvi. 10. Now obferve here, (1.) 
That the outfide of the tabernacle was coarfe and rough, the 
beauty ef it was in the inner curtains. Thofe in whom God 
dwells, muft labour to be better than they feem to be. Hy- 
pocrites put the beft fide outward, like qwhited fepulchres: But 


the King’s daughter is all probe within, Pla. xlv. 13.3 in 


the eye of the world, black as the tents of Kedar; but in the 
eye of God, comely as the curtains of Solomon, Cane i. 56 


Let our ae ning be that of the hidden man of the heart, which - 


God valuesy 1 Pet. iil, 4. (2.) That where God placeth his 
glory, he will create a defence upon it; even upon the a 
tations of the righteous there fall be a covert, Ifa. iv. 5, 6 
The protection of Providence fhall always be upon the beauty 
of holinefs. suck tert will be a pavilion, Pfal. xxvii. 5. 


15 4 And 
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rs { And thou fhalt make boards for the ta-’ 
bernacle, of fhittim-wood, ftanding up. 16 Ten > 


cubits /ba/l be the length of a board, and a cu- 
“bit and a half /bail be the breadth of one board. 
x7 Two tenons /ball there be in one board, fet 
in order one againft another: thus fhalt thou 
make for all the boards of the tabernacle. 18 
And thou {talt make the boards for the taber- 
nacle, twenty boards on the fouth-fide, fouth- 
ward. sg And thou fhalt make forty fockets 
of filver, under the twenty boards: two fockets 
under one board for his two tenons, and two 
fockets under another board for his two tenons. 

20 And for the fecond fide of the tabernacle on 
the north-fide, there /ball be twenty boards. 21 
And their forty fockets of filver; two fockets 
under one board, and two fockets under ano- 
ther board. 22 And for the fides of the taber- 
nacle weftward, thou {halt make fix boards. 23 
And two boards fhalt thou make for the corners 
of. the tabernacle in the two fides. 24 And 
they fhall be coupled together beneath, and 

‘they fhall be coupled together above the head 
of it unto one ring: thus fhall it be for them 

both ; they fhall be for the two corners. 25 
And they fhall be eight boards, and their fock- 
ets of filver, fixteen fockets; two fockets un- 
der one board, and two fockets under another 
board. 264 And thou fhalt make bars of fhit- 
tim-wood : five for the boards of the one fide 
of the tabernacle, 27 And five bars for the 
boards of the other fide of [the tabernacle, and 
five bars for the boards of the fide of the taber- 
nacle for the two fides weftward. 28 And the 

_ middle bar in the mids of the boards, fhall reach 
from end to end. 29 And thou fhalt overlay 
the boards with gold, and make their rings of 

gold for places for the bars: and thou fhalt o- 
verlay the bars*with gold. 30 And thou fhalt 
rear up the tabernacle, according to the fafhion 
thereof, which was fhewed thee in the mount. 

_ Very particular direétions are here given about the boards of 
the tabernacle, which were to bear up the curtains, as the flakes 
of a tent, which had need to be ffrong, Ma. liv. 2. Thefe 
boards had tenons, which fell into the mortaifes that were made 
for them in filver bafes: God took care to have, every thing 
ftrong as-well as fine in his tabernacle. Curtains without boards 
would have been fhaken by every wind: But # is a good thing 
to have the Aeart efablifhed with grace; that is as the boards 
to fupport the curtains of profeffion, which otherwife would 
not hold out long. The boards were coupled together with 
gold rings at top and bottom, ver. 24.; and kept firm with bars, 
that-run through golden ftaples in every board, ver. 26.; and 
the boards and bars were all richly gilded, ver. 29. Thus e- 
very thing in the tabernacle was very {plendid, agrecable to that 
infant-ftate of the church, when fuch things were preper enough 
to pleafe children, and to poffefs the minds of the worfhippers 


Vou. I. 


¢ 


Be x Gi DU S: 313 


2 


with a reverence of the Divine Glory, and to affe& them with 
the greatnefs of that Prince, who faid, Here will I dwell: In 
allufion to this, the .New Jerufalem is faid to be of pure gold, 
Rey. xxt. 18. But the builders of the gofpel-church faid, Si/- 
ver and gold have we none; and yet the glory of their build- 
ing far exceeded that of the tabernacle, 2 Cor. ili. 10, 11, 
How much better is wifdom than gold! No orders are given 
here about the floor of the tabernacle: Probably that alfo was 
boarded ; for we cannot think, that within all thefe fine cur- 
tains they trod upon the cold or wet ground: If it were fo 
left, it may mind us of Exod. xx. 24. n altar of earth fhali 


thou make unto me. 


314 And thou fhalt make a veil of blue, and 
purple, and fcarlet, and fine twined linen of 
cunning work: with cherubims fhall it be made. 
32 And thou fhalt hang it upon four pillars of 
fhittim- wood, overlaid with gold: their hooks 

foall be of gold, upon the four fockets of filver. 
33 4 And thou fhalt hang up the veil under the 
taches, that thou mayeft bring in thither with- 
in the veil the ark of the teftimony: and the 
veil fhall divide anto you, between the holy 
place and the moft holy. 34 And thou fhalt 
put the mercy-feat upon the ark of the teftimo- 
ny, in the moft holy place. 35 And thou (halt 
fet the table without the veil, and the candle- 
ftick over againft the table on the fide of the 
tabernacle toward the fouth: and thou fhalt 
put the table on the north-fide. 36 And thou 
fhalt make an hanging for the door of the tent, 
of blue, and purple, and {carlet, and fine twined 
lmen, wrought with needle-work. 37 And thou 
fhalt make for the hanging, five pillars of fhit- 
tim-wood, and overlay them with gold, and 
their hooks /hall be of gold: and thou thalt caft 
five fockets of brafs for them. 


Two veils are here ordered to be made: : 

[1.] One for a partition between the holy place and the 
moft holy; which not only forbid any to enter, but forbid them 
fo much as to look into the holieft of all, ver. 31, 33. Under 
that difpenfation Divine grace was veiled ; but now we behold 
it with open face, 2 Cor. iil. 18. The apoftle tells us, Heb. 
ix. 8. what was the meaning of this veil. It intimated, that 
the ceremonial law could not make the comers thereunto perfed, 
nor would the obfervance of it bring men to heaven: The . 
way into the holieft of all was not made manifeft while the ta- 
bernacle was ftanding ; life and immortality lay concealed till 
they were brought to light by the gofpel, which was therefore 
fignified by the rending of this veil at the death of Chrift, Mat. 
xxvii. §1. We have now boldne/s to enter into the holieft, in all 
acts of devotion, by the blood of Fefus; yet fuch as obliges us 
to a holy reverence, and a humble fenfe of our diftance. 

[2.] Another veil was for the outer door of the tabernacle, 
ver, 36, 37. ‘Through this fir veil the priefls went in every 
day to minifter in the holy place, but not the people, Heb. ix, 
6. ‘This veil was all the défence the tabernacle had again{t 
thieves and robbers: Which might eafily be broken through; 
for it could be neither locked nor barred; and the abundance 
of wealth in the tabernacle, one would think, might be a temp- 
tation. But by leaving it thus expofed; 1. The priefts and 
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Levites would be fo much the more obliged to keep a ftriat 
watch upon it: And, 2. God would fhew his care of his 
church on earth, though it be weak and defencelefs, and con- 
tinually expofed. A curtain hall be (if God pleafe to make 
it fo) as ftrong a defence to his houfe, as‘gates of brafs, and 
bars of iron. 


C AAP. OXXVIi. 

In this chapter direGions are given, (1.) Concerning the brazen 
altar for burnt-offerings, ver. 1,—8. (2.) Concerning the 
court of the tabernacle, with the hangings of it, ver. 9,—19. 
(3-) Concerning oil for the lamp, ver. 20, 21. 


ND thou fhalt make an altar of fhittim- 
wood, five cubits long, and five cubits 
broad: the altar fhall be four-fquare, and the 
height thereof /2all be three cubits. 2 And thou 
fhalt make the horns of it upon the four corners 
thereof: his horns fhall be of the fame: and 
thou fhalt overlay it with brafs. 3 And thou 
fhalt make his pans to receive his afhes, and his 
fhovels, and his bafons, and his flefh-hooks, and 
his fire-pans: all the veflels thereof thou fhalt 
make of brafs. 4 And thou fhalt make for it a 
grate of net-work of brafs; and upon the net 
thalt thou make four brazen rings in the four 
corners thereof. 5 And thou thalt put it under 
the compafs of the altar beneath, that the net 
may be even to the midft of the altar. 6 And 

‘thou fhalt make ftaves for the altar, ftaves of 
fhittim-wood, and overlay them with brafs. 7 
And the ftaves {hall be put into the rings, and 
the ftaves fhall be upon the two fides of the al- 
tar to bear it. .8 Hollow with boards fhalt thou 
make it: as it was fhewed thee in the mount, 
fo fhall they make zz. 


As God intended in the tabernacle to manifeft his prefence 
among his people, fo there they were to pay their devotions to 
him: Not in the tabernacle itfelf, into that only the priefts 
entered as God’s domeftic fervants; but in the court before 
the tabernacle, where, as common fubjeéts, they attended. 
There an altar was ordered to be fet up, to which they muft 
bring their facrifices, and on which their priefts muft. offer 
them to God; and this altar was to fandtify their gifts: From 
hence they were to prefent, their fervices to God, as from the 
mercy-feat he gave his oracles to them ; and thus a commu- 
nion was f{.ttled between God and Ifrael. 
rected, (1.) About the dimenfions of it: It was four-fquare, 
ver. 1. (2.) The horns of it, ver. 2.3 which were for orna- 
ment, and for ufe; The facrifices were bound with cords to the 
horns of the altar, and to them malefaftors. fled for refuge. 
(3-) The materials : It was of wood, overlaid with brafs, ver. 
i, 2 (4.) The appurtenances of it, ver. 3.3 which were all 
of brafs. (§.) The grate, which was let into the hollow of 
the altar, about the middle of it, in which the fire was kept, 
and the facrifice burnt: It was made of wet-work, like a fieve, 
and hung hollow, that the fire might burn the better, and that 
the afhes might fall through into the hollow of the altar, ver. 
4, 5- (6.) Alo concerning the faves with which it muft be 
carried, ver. 6, 7- And, (/a/tly,) He is referred to. the pat- 
tern fhewcd him, ver. 9. 
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| their pillars three, and their fockets. three. 


Mofes is here di- ~ 


Now this brazen altar was a type of Chrift dying to make 
atonement for our fins. ‘The qo0d had been confumed by the 
fire from heaven, if it had not been fecured by the dra/s :_ Nor 
could the human nature of Chrift have borne the wrath of God, 
if it had not been fupported by a divine power. Chrilt fanc- 
tified himfelf for his church, as their altar, John xvii. 19.3 and 
by his mediation fandtifies the daily fervices of his people, who 
alfo have a right to eat of this altar, Heb. xiii. 10. for they 
ferve at it as fpiritual priefts. T'o the horns of this altar poor 
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finners fly for refuge when juttice purfues them, and there they 


are fafe in the virtue of the facrifice there offered. 


9 4 And thou fhalt make the court of the 
tabernacle for the fouth-fide, fouth-ward : there 
/ball be hangings for the court of fine twined 
linen of an hundred cubits long for one fide. 10 
And the twenty pillars thereof, and their twen- 
ty fockets /ball be of brafs: the hooks of the 
pillars, and their fillets /Lal/ be of filver. 11 And 
likewife for the north-fide in length, there /hall 
be hangings of an hundred cubits long, fand his 
twenty pillars, and their twenty fockets of brafs: 


the hooks of the pillars and their fillets of filver. 


124 And for the breadth of the courton the 
wett-fide, /ball be hangings of fifty cubits: their 
pillars ten, and their fockets ten. 13 And the 
breadth of the court on the eaft-fide, eaftward, 
foall be fifty cubits. 14 The hangings of one: 
fide of the gate /hall be fifteen cubits: their pil- 
lars three, and their fockets three. 15 Andon 
the other fide /hal/ be hangings, fifteen cubits > 
16 
q And for the gate of the court /Aall be an 
hanging of twenty cubits, of blue, and purple, 
and fcarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with 
needle-work : and their pillars /ball be four,and 
their fockets four. 17 All the pillars round a- 
bout the court /ball be filleted with filver: their 
hooks /hall be of filver, and their fockets of 
brafs. 184 The length of the court /hall be an 
hundred cubits, and the breadth fifty every- 
where, and the height five cubits, of fine twi- 
ned linen, and their fockets of brafs. 19 All 
the veffels of the tabernacle in all the fervice 
thereof, and all the pins thereof, and all the pins 
of the court /hall be of brats. 


Before the tabernacle there was to be a court or yard, ine 
clofed with hangings of the fineft linen that was ufed for tents: 
This court, according to the common computation of cubits, 
was fifty yards long, and twenty-five broad. Pillars were fet 
up at convenient diftances, in fockets of brafs; the pillars fil- 
leted with filver, and filver tenter-hooks in them, on which the 
linen hangings were faftened: The hanging which ferved for 
the gate was finer than the reft, ver. 16. This court was a 
type of the church, inclofed and diftinguifhed from the reft of 
the world. The inclofure, fupported by pillars, noting the fta- 
bility of the church, hung with the clean linen, which is faid to. 
be the righteoufne/s of faints, Rey. xix. 8. Thefe were the 

i courts 
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courts David longed for, and coveted to refide in, Pfal. xxxiv. 
2, 10.3 and into which the people of God entered with praife 
and thank/giving, Pfal. c. 4. Yet this court would contain but 
a few worfhippers: Thanks be to God, now under the gofpel 
the inclofure is taken down; God’s will is, that men pray eve- 
rywhere, and there is room for all that in every place call on 


_ the name of Jefus Chritt. 


20 € And thou fhalt command the children 
of Ifrael, that they bring the pure oil-olive bea- 


~ -ten, for the light, to caufe the lamp to burn al- 


ways. 21 In the tabernacle of the congrega- 
‘tion without the veil, which is before the tefti- 
mony, Aaron and his fons fhall order it from e- 
vening to morning before the Lorn: J¢ /hall be 


a ftatute for ever unto their generations, on the 


behalf of the children of Ifrael. 


_We read of the candleftick in the 25th chapter; here is 
order given for the keeping of the lamps conftantly burning in 
it, elfe it was ufelefs. In every candleftick there fhall be a 
burning and fhining light: Candlefticks without candles, are 
as wells without water, or as clouds without rain. Now, (1.) 
‘The people were to provide the oil: From them the Lord’s 
minifters muft have their maintenance. Or rather, the pure oil 
fignified the gifts and graces of the Spirit, which are commu- 
nicated to all believers from Chrift, the good Olive, of who/e 
fulnefs we receive, Zech. iv. 11, 12. and without which our 
light cannot fhine before men. (2.) The priefts were to light 
the lamps, and to tend them; it was part of their daily fervice 
to caufe the lamp to burn always, night and day. ‘Thus it is 
the work of minifters to preach and expound the {criptures, 
which are as a lamp to enlighten the church, God’s tabernacle 
upon earth, and to direét the fpiritual priefts in his fervice. 


This is to be a flatute for ever, that the lamps of the word — 


-be lighted as duily as the incenfe of prayer and praife is of- 
fered. 


CHA Pe XXVITI. 

Orders being given for the fiting up of the place of worfbip; in 
this and the following chapter care is taken about the prie/ts 
that were to minifter in this holy place, as the menial fervants of 
the God of Ifrael. He hired fervants, as a token of his pur- 
pofe to refide among them. In this chapter, 1. He pitcheth 
upon the perfons who foould be his fervants, ver. 1. I. He 
appoints their livery: Their work was holy; and fo muft 
their garments be, and anfwerable to the glory of the houfe 
which was now to be eredied, ver. 2,—5. [1.] He appoints 


the garments of his head-fervant, the high-prieft, which were - 


very rich: ft, An ephod and girdle, ver. 6,—14. 2dly, 
A breaft-plate of judgment, ver. 15,—29.; in which muft be 
put the Urim and Thummim, ver. 30. 3dly, The robe of 
the ephod, ver. 31,—35. 4thly, The mitre, ver. 36,—39. 
[2.] The garments of the inferior prie/ts, ver. 40,—43- 
And thefe alfo were foadows of good things to come. 
ND take-thou unto thee Aaron thy bro- 
-% ther, and his fons with him, from among 
the children of Irael, that he may minifter un- 
to me in the prieft’s office, even Aaron, Nadab 
an Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s fons. 
2 And thou fhalt make holy garments for Aa- 
ron thy brother, for glory and for beauty. 3 And 
: thou fhalt {peak unto all that. are wife-hearted, 
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whom [have filled with the {piit of wifdom, 
that they may make Aaron’s garments to con- 
fecrate him, that he may minifter unto me in 
the priefts office. 4 And thefe are the garmenits 
which they {hall make; a breaft-plate, and an 
ephod, and a robe, and a broidered coat, a mi- 
tre, and a girdle: and they {hall make holy gar- 


ments for Aaron thy brother, and his fons, that 


he may minifter unto me in the prieft’s office. 
5 And they fhall take gold, and blue, and pur- 
ple, and fearlet, and fine linen. — - 


Here is, Firff, The priefts nominated : aron and his fons, 
ver. 1. Hitherto every matter of a family was prieft to his own 
family, and offered, as they faw caufe, upon altars of earth 5 
but now the families of Ifrael began to be incorporated into a 
nation, and. a tabernacle of the congregation was to be erected 
as a vifible centre of their unity, it was requifite there fhould 
be a public priefthood inftituted. Mofes who had hitherto of- 
ficiated, and is therefore reckoned among the prie/ts of the Lord,” 
Pfal. xcix. 6. - Had enough to do as their prophet to confult 
the oracle for them, and as their prince to Judge among them: 
Nor was he defirous to engrofs all the honours to himfelf, ‘or 
to entail that of the priefthood, which alone was hereditary, 
upon his own family; but was very well pleafed to fee his 
brother Aaron invefted in this office, and his fons after him, 
while (how great foever he was) his fons after him would be 
common Levites. It is an inftance of the humility of that 
great man, and an evidence of his fincere regard to the glory of 
God, that he had fo little regard to the preferment of his own 
family. Aaron that had humbly ferved as a prophet to his 
younger brother Mofes, and did not decline the office, chap. 
vii. 1. is now advanced to be a high prieft, a high-prieft to 
God ; for he will exalt thofe that abafe themfelves. Nor could 
any man have faken this honour to himfelf but he that was 
called of God to it, Heb. v. 4. God had faid of Ifrael in 
general, That they fhould be to him a kingdom of priefts, chap. 
xix. 6.: But becaufe/it was requifite that thofe who minifter- 
ed at the altar fhould give themfelves wholly to the fervice, 
and becaufe that which is everybody’s work will foon come to 
be nobody’s work, God here chofe from among them one to 
be a family of priefts, the father and his four fons ; and from 
Aaron’s loins defcended all the priefts of the Jewith church, 
whom we read fo often of, both in the Old Teftament and in 
the New: And a bleffed thing it is, when real holinefs goes as 
this ceremonial holinefs did, by fucceffion in a family. 

. Secondly, The priefts garments appointed, for glory and 
beauty, ver. 2. : Some of the richeft materials were to be pro- 
vided, ver. 5. and the beft artifts employed in the making 
of them, whofe fkill God, by a fpecial gift for this purpofe, 
would improve to a very high degree, ver. 3. Note, Emi- 
nency even in common arts is a gift of God; it comes from 
him, and as there is occafion it ought to be ufed for him. He 
that teacheth the hufbandman difcretion, teacheth the tradef- 
man alfo ; both therefore ought to honour God with their 
gain. Human learning ought particularly to be confecrated to 
the fervice of the priefthood, and employed for the adorning of 
thofe that mtniffer about holy things. 

The garments oppointed were, (1.) Four, which both the 
high pricft and the inferior priefls wore, viz. the linen 
breeches, the linen! coat, and the linen girdle-which faftened it 
to them, and the bonnet or turban; that which the high prieft 
wore, is called a mitre. (2.) Four more, which were peculi- 
ar to the high prieft, wiz. the ephod, with. the curious. girdle 

“—Rr2 of 


316 Bod -@ 


of it; the breaft-plate of judgment; the long robe, with the 
bells and pomegranates at the bottom of it; and the golden 
plate on his forehead. Thefe glorious garments were appoint- 
ed, 1. That the prieits themfelves might be minded of the dig- 
nity of their office, and might behave themfelves with a due 
decorum. 2. [hat the people might thereby be poffefled with 
a holy reverence of that God whofe minifters appeared in fuch 
grandeur. 3. That the priefts might be types of Chrift,. who 
fhould offer himfelf without {pot to God ; and of all Chriftians 
who have the beauty of holinefs put upon them, in which they, 


are confecrated to God. Our adorning now under the gofpel, * 


beth that of minifters and Chriftians, is not to be of gold and 
pearl, and coftly array ; but the garments of falvation, and the 
robe of righteoufne/s. Ua. \xi. to. Pfal. cxxxii.g,16. As the 
filthy garments wherewith Jofhua the high prieff was clothed, 
fignified the iniquity which cleaved to his priefthood, from 
which care was taken that it fhould be purged, Zech. til. 3, 4.3 
fo thofe holy garments fignified the perfect purity that there is 
in the priefthood of Chrift; he 1s holy, harmle/s, and unde- 
filed. 

6 € And they fhall make the ephod of gold, 
of blue, and of purple, of fcarlet, and fine twin- 
ed linen, with cunning work. 7 It fhall have 
the two fhoulder-pieces thereof joined at the 
two edges thereof; and /o it fhall be joined 
together. 8 And the curious girdle of the e- 
phod which zs upon it, fhall be of the fame, ac- 
cording to the work thereof; even of gold, of 
blue, and purple, and fcarlet, and fine twined 
finen. g And thou fhalt take two onyx-ftones,. 
and grave on them the names of the children of 
Vfrael: 10 Six of their names on one ftone, and 
the otber fix names of the reft on the other ftone, 
according to their birth. 11 With tle work 
of an engraver in ftone, /ike the engravings of 
a fignet, fhalt thou engrave the two ftones, with 
the names of the children of Ifrael: thou fhalt 
make them to be fet in ouches of gold. 12 And 
thou fhalt put the two ftones upon the fhould- 


ers of the ephod, for ftones of memorial unto. 


the children of Ifrael. And Aaron fhall bear 
their names before the Lorp, upon his two 
fhoulders for a memorial. 13 ¢ And thou fhalt 
make ouches of gold; 14 And two chains of 
pure gold at the ends: of wreathen work {halt 
thou make them, and faften the wreathen chains 
to the ouches. 


_ Directions are here given concerning the ephod, which was 
the outmoft’ garment of the high prieft. Linen ephods were 
worn by the inferior priefts, 1 Sam. xxii. 18. Samuel wore 
one when he. was a child, 1 Sam. ii. 18.; and David, when 
he danced before the ark, 2 Sam. vi. 14.: But this which the 
molt high prieft only wore, was called a golden ephod, becaufe 
there was a great deal of gold woven into it. It was a fhort 
coat without fleeves, buttoned clofe to him with a curious gir- 
dle of the fame ftuff, ver. 6,—8. The fhoulder-pieces were 
buttoned together with two: precious {tones fet in gold, one on 
each fhoulder, on which were engraven the names of the chil- 


dren of Lfrael, yer. y—12.. In allufion to. this, [1.] Chrift,. 


py: 


our High Prieft, appeared to John, girt about the paps with a golden 
girdle, Rev.i. 13.3 fuch as was the curious girdle of the ephod. 
Righteoufnefs is the girdle of his loins, Ifa. xi. 5.3 and fhould be 
of ours, Eph. vi. 14. He is girt with {trength for the work of 
our falvation, and is ready to it. [2.] The government is faid 
to be upon his fhoulder, Ua. ix. 6. as Aaron had the names of 
all Iftael upon his fhoulders in precious ftones. He prefents 
to himfelf and to his Father a glorious church, Eph. v. 27. 
He hath power to fupport them, intereft to recommend them, 
and it is in him that they are remembered with honour and fa- 
vour. He bears them before the Lord for a memorial, ver. 
12, in token of his appearing before God as a reprefentative of 
all Ifrael, and an advocate for them. 


15 4 And thou fhalt make the breaft-plate 
of judgment, with cunning work, after the 
work of the ephod thou fhalt make it; of gold, 
of blue, and of purple, and of fearlet, and of fine 
twined linen ifhalt thou make it. 16 Four- 
{quare it fhall be, being doubled; a fpan /hall 
be the length thereof, and a {pan /hail be the 
breadth thereof. 317 And thou fkalt fet in it 
fetting ot ftones, even four rows of. ftones: the 
jirft row /ball be a fardius, a topaz, and a car- 
buncle: this /hall be the firft row. 18 And 
the fecond row /Lall be an emerald, a fapphire, 
and a diamond. 1g And the third row a li- 
gure, an agate, and an amethyft. 20 And the 
fourth row a beryl, and an onyx, and a jafper: 
they fhall be fet in gold in- their enclofings. 
21 And the ftones fhall be with the names of 
the children of Ifrael, twelve, according to their 
names; dike the engravings of a fignet, every 
one with his name fhall they be according to 
the twelve tribes. 22 § And thou fhalt make 
upon the breaft-plate chains at the ends, of 
- wreathen work, of pure gold. 23 And thou 
_fhalt make upon the breaft-plate two rings of 


Chap. XXVIIL 


' gold, and fhalt put the two rings on the two © 


ends of the breaft-plate. 24 And thou fhalt 
put the two wreathen chains of gold in the two 
rings, which are on the ends of the breaft-plate.. 
25 And the other two ends of the two wreath- 
en chains, thou fhalt faften in the two ouches, 
and put ¢hem on the {houlder-pieces of the e- 
phod before it. 26 And thou fhalt make 


on the two ends of the breaft-plate, in the bor- 


_ der thereof, which zs in the fide of the ephod. 
27 And two other rings of gold thou. 


inward. 
fhalt make, and fhalt put them on the two fides 
of the ephod, underneath towards the forepart 
thereof, over againft the other coupling there- 
of, above the curious girdle of the ephod. 28 


rings thereof, unto the rings of the ephod. with 


a lace of blue, that 7¢ may be above the curi-: 


ous 


two rings of gold, and thou fhalt put them up-- 


And they fhall bind the breaft-plate by the . 


a 
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ous girdle of the ephod, and that the breatt- 
plate be not loofed from the ephod. 29 And 
Aaron fhall bear the names of the children of 
Ifracl in the breaft-plate of judgment, upon his 
heart, when he goeth in unto the holy place, 
for a memorial before the Lorp continually. 
30 § And thou fhalt put in the breaft-plate of 
judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and 
~ they fhall be upon Aaron’s heart, when he go- 
eth in before the Lorn: and Aaron {hall bear 
the judgment of the children of Ifrael upon his 


a 


heart, before the Lorp continually. 


The moft confiderable of the ornaments of the high prieft 
was this breaft-plate ; a rich piece of cloth, curioufly wrought 


with gold and purple, &'c. two fpans long, and a {pan broad, . 


fo that being doubled, it was a {pan {quare, ver. 16., This was 
faftened to the ephod with wreathen chains of gold, (ver. 13, 
14. & ver. 22, Ic.) both at top and bottom, fo that the brea/t- 
plate might not be loofed from the ephod, ver. 28. The ephod 
‘was the garment of fervice ; the breaft-plate of judgment was 
an emblem of honour: Thefe two mult by no means be /epa- 
rated. Vf any man will miniffer unto the Lord, and do bis will, 
he thall £now his doGrine. Tn this breaft-plate, 

Firft, The tribes of Ifrael were recommended to God’s fa- 
vour in twelve precious ftones, ver. 17,—21. & ver. 29. Some 
guef{tion whether Levi had a precious {tone With his name on, 
or not: If not, Ephraim and Manaffeh were reckoned diftiné, 
as Jacob had faid they fhould be; and the high prie(t himfelf, 
being head of the tribe of Levi, fufficiently reprefented that 
tribe. If there was a ftone for Levi, as is intimated by that, that 
they were engraven according to their birth, ver.10. Ephraim 
and Manaffeh were one in Jofeph; Aaron was to bear their 


mames for a memorial before the Lord continually, being ordain- — 


ed for men, to reprefent them in things pertaining to God; 
herein typifying our great High prieft, who always appears in 
the prefence of God for us. (1.) Though the people were for- 
. bidden to come near, and obliged to keep their diftance 5 yet 
by the high prieft, who had their names on his breaft-plate, 


_' they entered into the holieft: So believers, even while they 


are here on this earth, not only enter into the holie/, but by faith 
are made to fit with Chrift in heavenly places, Eph. ii. 6. (2-) 
The name of each tribe was engraven in a precious fone; to 
fignify how precious in God's fight believers are, and how ho- 
nourable, Ua. xiii. 4, They fhall be his in the day he 
makes up his jewels, Mal. iit. 17. How fmall and. poor 
foever the tribe was, it was a precious fone in the breaft- 
plate of the high prieft; thus are all the faints dear to Chrift, 
and his delight is in them as the excellent ones of the earth, 
however men may efteem them as earthen pitchers, Lam. in 
2.’ (3.) The high prieft had the names of the tribes both 
on his fhoulders and on his brea/?, noting both the power and 
the Jove with. which our Lord Jefus intercedes for thofe that 
are his. He not only bears them up in his arms with an al- 
mighty ftrength, ‘but he bears them upon his heart, as the ex+ 
preflion here is, ver. 29.: carries them in his bofom, Ma. xl. 
11. with the moft tender affection. How near fhould Chrift’s 
name lie to our hearts, fince he is pleafed to lay our names fo 
near his? And what a comfort is it to us in all our addrefles 
to God, that the great High Prieft of our .profeffion has the 
names of all his Ifrae] upon his breaft-plate before the Lord 
for a memorial, prefenting them to God as the people of his 
choice, who were to be made accepted in the Beloved! Let not 


any good Chriftians. fear that God hath forgotten them, nor. 
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queftion his being mindful to them upon ali occafions, when 
they are not only graven upon the palms of his hands, Va. 
xlix. 16. but graven upon the heart of the great Interceffor: 
See Cant. viii. 6. 

Secondly, The Urim and Thummim, by which the will of 
God was made known in doubtful cafes, was put in this breaft- 
plate, which is therefore called the breaft-plate of judgment, 
verss30. Urim and Thummin fignifies Light and Integrity. 
Many conje€tures there are among the learned what they were. 

We have no reafon to think they were any thing that Mofes 
*' was to make, more than what was before ordered: So that 
either God made them himfelf, and gave them to Mofes, for 
him to put into the breaft-plate, when other things were pre- 
pared, Lev. viii. 8.; or, no more is meant but a declaration 
of the further ufe of what was already ordered to be made. I 
think the words may be read thus: And thou fhalt give, or 
add, or deliver to the breaft-plate of judgment, the illuminations 
and perfeéions, and they fhall be upomthe heart of Aaron; i. e. 
He hall be endued with a power of knowing and making. 
known the mind of God in all difficult doubtful cafes, rela- 
ting either to the civil or ecclefiaftical {tate of that nation. 
Their government was a theocracy: God was their King ; 
the high prieft was, under God, their ruler; this Urim and. 
Thummim were his cabinet-council. Probably Mofes wrote 
upon the breaft-plate, or wove into it, thefe words, Urim and 
Thummim, to fignify that the high prieft having on him this’ 
breaft-plate, and afking counfel of God in any emergency rela~ 


and give that advice which God would owa. 
ftanding before the ark, (but without the veil,) probably he re- 
ceived inftructions from off the mercy-feat; as Mofes did, chap. 
xxv. 22. Thus it fhould feem Phinehas did, Judg. xx. 28. 
If he were at a diftance from the ark, as Abiather was when 
he inquired of the Lord for David, 1 Sam. xxiii. 6. then the 
anfwer was given either bya voice from heaven, or rather by 


haps intimated in that expreflion, He fhell bear the judgment of 
the children of Ifrael upon his heart. This oratle was of great 
ufe to Iftael ; Jofhua confulted.it, Numb. xxvii. 21. and, it is’ 
likely, the judges after him. 
never retrieved-after, though it fhould feem it was expected, 
Ezra ii; 63. But it was a fhadow of good things to come, 
and the fubftance is Chrift. He is our Oracle ; by him, God, 
in thefe laft days, makes known himfelf and his mind to us, 
Heb..i. 1,.2. John i: 18. Divine revelation:centres in him, 
and‘comes to us through him: He is the Light, the true Light, 


ceive the Spirit of truth, who leads into alltruth, The join- 
ing of the brea/t-plate to the. ephod, notes, that his prophetical 
office was founded in his: prielthood ; and it was by the merit 
of his death that he purchafed this honour for himfelf, and this 


worthy to zake the book, and to open the feals, Rev. v. 9. 


ephod all cf blue.. 32 And. there fhall be an 


bout the hole of it, as it were the hole of an ha- 


‘neath upon the hem of it thou fhalt make pome- 
_granates.of blue, and of purple; and of {carlet 
round about the hem thereof; amd bells of gold 
between them round about:. 34 A golden beil 


granate, 


B a 


ting to the public, he fhould be direéted to take thofe meafures, - 
Tf be were~ | 


an impulfe upon the mind of the high prieft ; which laft is per-- 


It was loft in the captivity, and- 


the faithful Witnefs, the Truth itfélf; and from him we re-- 


favour for us.. It was the Lamb that had been flainy that was - 


31 & And thou fhalt make the robe of the: 


hole in.the top. of it, in. the mids. thereof: it. 
fhall have a binding of woven work, round a-- 


_bergeon, that.it be not rent.. 33 And be-- 


and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pome-- 
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granate, upon the hem of the robe round about. 
35 And it fhall be upon Aaron, to minifter: 
and his found fhall be heard, when he goeth in 
unto the holy place before the Lorp, and when 
he cometh out; that he die not. 36 4 And 
thou fhalt make a plate of pure gold, and grave 
upon it, ike the engravings of a fignet, HO- 
LINESS TO THE LORD. 37 And thou 
fhalt put it on a blue lace, that it may be upon 
the mitre: upon. the fore-front of the mitre it 
fhall be. 38 And it fhall be upon Aaron’s fore- 
head, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the 
holy things, which the children of Ifrael fhall 
hallow in all their holy gifts: and it fhall be al- 
ways upon his forehead, that they may be ac- 
cepted before the Lorp. 39 F And thou fhalt 
embroider the coat of fine linen, and thou fhalt 
make the mitre of fine linen, and thou fhalt 
make the girdle of needle-work. — 


Here is, Firff, Dire€tion given.concerning the robe of the 
ephod, ver. 31,—35. This was next under the ephod, and 
reached down to the knees, without fleeves ; and was put on 
over their head, having holes on the fides to put the arms 
through ; or, as Maimonides defcribes it, was not fewed toge- 
_ ther on the fides at all. The hole on the top, through which 

the head was put, was carefully bound about, that it might not 
tear in the putting on. In religious worfhip, care mutt be ta- 
ken to prevent every thing that may diftraét the minds of the 
worfhippers, or render the fervice defpicable. Round the fkirt 
of this robe were hung golden bells, and the’ reprefentations of 
pomegranates, made of yarn of divers colours. ‘The pomegra- 
nates added to the beauty of the robe; and the found of the 
bells gave notice to the people in the outer court, when he went 
in to the holy place to urn incenfe, that they might then ap- 
ply themfelves to their devotions at the fame time, Luke i. 10. 
in token of their concurrence with him in his offering, and 
their hopes of the affent of their prayers té God in the virtue 
of the incenfe he offered. Aaron muft come near to minifter 
in the garments that were appointed him, that he die not. It 
is at his peril, if he attend otherwifé than according to the in- 
ftitution. This intimates, that we mutt ferve the Lord with 
fear and holy trembling, as thofe that know we deferve to die, 
and are in danger of making fome fatal miftake. Some make 
the Lells of the holy robe to typify the found of the gofpel of 
Chrift in the world, giving xotice of hié entrance within the 
vail for us: Blefed are they that hear this joyful found, Pfal. 
Ixxxix. 15. ‘I'he joining of the pomegranates, which are a 
fragrant fruit, notes the {weet favour of the gofpel, as well as 
the joyful found of it, for it is a favour of life unto tife. The 
church 1s called an orchard of pomegranates. 

Secondly, Concerning the golden plate fixed upon Aaron’s 
forehead; on which muft be engraven, Holine/s to the Lord, 
ver. 36, 37. or, The holine/s of Fehovah. Aaron mutt here- 
by be minded, that God is holy, and that his priefts muft be 
holy ; holine/s becomes his houfe and houfehold. The high 
prieft muft be fequeftered from all pollution, and confecrated * 
to God, and to his fervice and honour; and fo muft all his 
miniftrations be. All that attend in God’s houfe, muft have 
Holine/s to the Lord engraven upon their foreheads; i. €. they 
mutt be holy, devoted to the Lord, and defigning his glory in 
all they do. This mult appear in their forchead, in an open 
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profeffion of their relation to God, as thofe that are not a- 
{hamed to own it, and in a converfation in the world anfwer- 
able to it. It mutt likewife be engraven like the engravings of 
a fignet, {0 deep, fo durable; not painted to be wathed off, 
but fincere and laftings fach muft our holinefs to the Lord be. 
Aaron mutt have this upon his forehead, that he may bear the 
iniquity of the holy things, ver. 38. and that they may be accepted 
before the Lord. Herein he was a type of Chrift, the great 
Mediator between God and man, through whom it is that we 
have to do with God. 
our fervices, is pardoned. The divine law is {tri@: In many 
things we come {hort of our duty ; fo that we cannot but be 
confcious to ourfelves of much iniquity cleaving even to out 
holy things: When we would do good, evil is prefent: Even 
this would be our ruin, if God fhould enter into judgment 
with us. But Chrift our High Prieft, dears this iniquity $ 
bears it for us, fo as to bear it from us; and through him it 
is forgiven to us, and not laid to our charge. (2.) Through 
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_ him what is good is accepted: Our perfons, our performances 


are pleafing to God upon the account of Chrift’s interceflion, 
and not otherwife, 1 Pet. ii. 5. His being holine/s to the 
Lord, recommends all thofe to the Divine Favour that are 
interefted in his righteoufnefs, and clothed with his Spirit : 
And therefore he hath faid, it was for our fakes that he 
Janétiified himfelf, Joun xvii. 19. Having fuch a High Prieft, 
we come boldly to the throne of grace, Heb. iv. 14, 16. 

Thirdly, ‘ihe reft of the garments are but named, ver. 39. 
becaufe there was nothing extraordinary in them. The em- 
broidered coat of fine linen was the innermoft of the prieftly gar- 
ments; it reached to the feet, and the fleeves to the wrifts, 
and was bound to the body with a girdle or fafh of needle- 
work. The mitre, or diadem, was of linen, fuch as kings an- 
ciently wore in the eaft, typifying the kingly office of Chrift. 
He is a Prief upon a throne, Zech. vi. 13.3 a Prieft with a 
crown. Thefe two God has joined, and we muft not think to 
Separate them. ; 


40 4 And for Aaron’s fons thou fhalt make 
coats,and thou fhalt make for them girdles,and 
bonnets fhalt thou make for them, for glory and 
for beauty. 41 And thou fhalt put them upon 
Aaron thy brother, and his fons with him: and 
fhalt anoint them, and confecrate them, and 
fandify them, that they may minifter unto me 
in the priefts office. 42 And thou fhalt make 
them linen breeches to‘cover their nakednefs : 
from the loins even unto the thighs they fhall 
reach. 43 And they fhall be upon Aaron, and 
upon his fons, when they come in unto the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation, or when they come 
near unto the altar, to minifter in the holy 
place; that they bear not iniquity, and die. Z¢ 
Jeall bea ftatute for ever unto him, and his feed 
after him. : 


Here is, Fir/?, Particular orders about the veftments of the 
inferior priefts. They were to have coats, and girdles, and 
bonnets, of the fame materials with thofe of the high-prieft ; 
but there was a difference in fhape between their bonnets and 
his mitre. Theirs, as his, were to be for glory and beauty, ver. 
40. that they might /ook great in their miniftration: Yet all 
this glory was nothing, compared with the glory of grace ; this 
beauty nothing to the beauty of holinefs, of which thefe holy 

garments 


(t.) Through him, what is ami/s in’ 
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garments were typical. "T'hey are particularly ordered in their 
miniftration to wear /inen breeches, ver. 42. ‘This teacheth us 
modefty and decency of garb and gefture, at all times, efpeci- 
ally in public worfhip, in which a veil is becoming, 1 Cor. xi. 
10. It alfo intimates what need our fouls have of a covering 
when we come before God, that the /hame of their nakedne/s 
niay not appear. ve 

Secondly, A general rule concerning the garments, both of 
the high prie(t and of the inferior prietts: That they were to 
be put upon them at firlt when they were confecrated, in token 
of their being invefted in the office, ver. 41.3 and then they 
were to wear them in all their miniftrations, (but not at other 
times,) ver. 43-3 and this, at their peril, le(t they bear iniquity, 
and die. Omiffions in duty, as well as omiflions of duty are 
fins, which they that are guilty of fhall bear their iniquity. If 
the priefts perform the inftituted fervice, and do not do it in 
the appointed garments, it is (fay the Jewifh doftors) as if a 
ftranger did it, and the /franger that comes nigh Jhall be put to 
death. Nor will God connive at the prefumptions and irreve- 
rences even of thofe whom he canfeth to draw moft near to 
him; if Aaron himfelf put a flight upon the divine inftitution, 
he fhall bear iniquity, and die. To us thefe garments typify,, 
(1.) The righteou/ne/s of Chrift: Tf we appear not before God 
in that, we thall bear iniquity, and die. What have we to do 
at the wedding-feaft without a wedding garment? or at God’s 
altar, without the array of his priefts? Mat. xxii. 12,13.. (2.) 
The armour of God, prefcribed, Eph. vi. 13. If we venture 
without that armour, our fpiritual enemies will be the death of 
our fouls, and we /hall bear the iniquity, our blood will be upon 


our own heads. Blefled is he therefore that watcheth and: 


keepeth his garments, Rev. xvi. 15: 

Lafily, This is faid to be a-/latute for ever; i. e. It is to 
continue as long as the priefthood continues. But it is to have 
its perpetuity in the fub{tance, of which thefe things were the 
fhadows. 

€ HA Pi. XXIX. 

Particular orders are given in this chapter, \. Concerning the 
confecrations of the priefis, and the fanttification of the altar, 
ver. 1,37. I. Concerning the daily facrifice, ver. 38,— 
41, t0 which gracious promifes are annexed, that God would 
own and blefs them in all.their fervices, ver. 42,-—46. 

- #& ND this zs the thing that thou fhalt do un- 

to them to hallow them, to minifter unto 
me in’ the priefts office: Take one young bul- 
lock, and two rams without blemifh, 2 And un- 
leavened bread, and cakes unleavened temper- 
ed with oil, and wafers unleavened anointed 


with oil: @f wheaten. flower fhalt thou make. 


them. 3.And thou fhalt put them into one 
bafket, and bring them in the bafket, with the 
bullock and the two rams. 4 And Aaron and 
his fons thou fhalt bring unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and fhalt wath 
them with water. 5 And thou fhalt take the 
garments, and put upon Aaron the coat, and 
the robe of the ephod, and the ephod, and the 
breaft-plate, and gird him with the curious gir- 
dle of the ephod. ‘6 And thou fhalt put’ the 
mitre upon: his. head, and put the holy crown 
upon the mitre: 7 Then {halt thou take the a- 
nointing oil, and pour it upor his head, and a- 
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noint him. 8 And thou fhalt bring his fons, and 
put coats upon them. g And thou fhalt gird 
them with girdles (Aaron and his fons), and 
put the bonnets on them: and the priefts of- 
fice fhall be theirs for a perpetual ftatute: and 
thou fhalt confecrate Aaroi and his fons. 10 
And thou fhalt caufe a bullock to be brought 
before the tabernacle of the congregation : and 
Aaron and his fons fhall put their hands upon 
the head» of the bullock. a1 And thou /halt 
Kill the bullock before the Lorn, by the door. 
of the tabernacle of the congregation. 12 And 
thou fhalt take of the blood of the bullock, 
and put i¢ upon the horns of the altar with thy 
finger, and pour all the blood befide the bottom 
of the altar. 13 And thou fhalt take all the 
fat that covereth the inwards, and the caul rat 
is above the liver, and the two kidneys, and 
the fat that is upon them, and burn them up- 
on the altar. ~14 But the fleth of the bullock, 
and his {kin, and his dung {halt thou burn with 
fire without the camp: it is a fin-offering. 15 
Thou fhalt alfo take one ram, and. Aaron and 
his fons fhall put their hands upon the head of 
the ram. 16 And thou fhalt flay the ram, and 
thou fhalt take his: blood, and {prinkle 7? round. 
about upon the altar. 17 And thou fhalt cut 
the ram.in pieces, and wath the inwards of him, 


- and his legs, and put ¢/em unto his pieces, and 


unto his head. 18 And thou fhalt burn the 
whole ram. upon: the altar: it zr a burnt-offer- 
ing unto the Lorn: it is a fweet favour, an of- 
fering made by fire unto the Lorp. 19 And 
thou. fhalt take the other ram, and Aaron and 


his fons fhali put their hands upon the-head of 
~ the ram. 20 Then fhalt thou kill the ram, and 
‘take of his blood, and put zt upon the tip of | 


the right ear of Aaron, and upon:the tip of the 
right ear of his fons, and upon the thumb of their ~ 
right hand, and upon the great toe of their right . 
foot, and fprinkle the blood upon the altar round 
21 And thou thalt take of the blood. 
that is upon the altar, and of the anointing oil, 
and {prinkle 7¢ upon Aaron, and upon his gar-. 
ments, and upon his fons, and upon the gar- 
ments of his fons with him: and he {hall be 
hallowed, and. his garments, and his fons, and 
his fons garments with him. 22 Alfo thou fhalt 


take of the ram the fat and the rump, and the 


fat that covereth the inwards, and the caul a- 
bove the liver, and the two kidneys, and the ; 
fat that is upon them, and. the right fhoulder ; 
for it 2s a ram of confecration: 23 And one loaf 
of bread, and one cake of oiled bread, and one 
wafer 
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wafer out of the baiket of the unleavened bread, 
that is before the Lorp. 24 And thou fhalt 
‘put all in the hands of Aaron, and in the hands 
of his fons; and fhalt wave them for a wave- 
‘offering before the Lorp. 25 And thou fhalt 
receive them of their hands, and burn them up- 
on the altar for a burnt-offering, for a fweet fa- 
vour before the Lorn: it 7s an offering made 
by fire unto the Lorp. 26 And thou fhalt take 
the breaft of the ram of Aaron’s confecrations, 
and wave it for a wave-offering before the Lorn: 
and it fhall be thy part. 27 And thou fhalt 
_ fandtify the breaft of the wave-offering, and the 
fhoulder of the heave-offering, which is waved, 
and which is heaved up of the ram of the con- 
fecration, even of that which is for Aaron, and 
of that which is for his fons. 28 And it fhall 
‘be Aaron’s and his fons by a ftatute for ever, 
from the children of Urael: for it zs an heave- 
-offering: and it fhall be an heave-offering from 
the children of Ifrael of the facrifice of their 
peace-offerings, even their heaye-offering unto 
‘tthe Lorp. 29 And the holy garments of Aaron 
thall be his fons after him, to be anointed there- 
in, and to be confecrated inthem. 30 dnd 
that fon that is prieft_in his ftead, fhall put them 
on feven days, when‘he cometh into the taber- 
nacle of the congregation to minifter in the holy 
place. 314 And thou thalt take the ram of 
the confecration, and feetheé his flefh in the ho- 
_ly place. - 32 And, Aaron and his fons fhall eat 
‘the flefh of the ram, and the bread that zs in the 
bafket, by the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation. 33 And-they fhall eat thofe things 
wherewith the atonement was made, to con{e- 
crate and to fanéify them: but a ftranger fhall 
alot eat thereof, becaufe they are holy. 34 And 
if ought of the flefh of the confecrations, or of 
the bread, remain unto the morning; then thou 
fhalt burn the remainder with fire: it fhall not 
be eaten, becaufe it zs holy. 35 And thus fhalt 
-thou do unto Aaron, and to his fons, according 
to all things which I have commanded thee: 
feven days flralt thou confecrate them. 36 And 
thou fhalt offer every day a bullock for a fin- 
offering, for atonement: and thou fhalt cleanfe 
the altar, when thou haft made an atonement 
for it, and thou fhalt anoint it to fandtify it. 37 
Seven days thou fhalt make an atonement for 
the altar, and fanctify it: and it fhall be an al- 
tar moft holy: whatfoever toucheth the altar 
fhall be holy. . 


Here is, I. The law concerning the confecration of Aaron 
and his fons to the priefts office; which was to be done with 
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a great deal of ceremoriy and folemnity, that they themfelves 
might be duly affected with the greatnefs of the work to which 
they were called; and that the people alfo might learn to 
magnify the office, and none might dare to invade it. ‘The ce- 
remonies wherewith it was to be done were very fully and 
particularly appointed, becaufe nothing of this kind had been 
done before, and becaufe it was to be a ftatute for ever, that 
the high prieft fhould be thus inaugurated. Now, 

Firft, The work to be done was the confecrating of the per- 
fons whom God had. chofen to be priefts; by which they de- 
voted and gave up themfelves to the fervice of God, and God. 
declares his acceptance of them; and the people were made 
to know that they glorified not them/felves to be made priefts, 
but were called of God, Heb. v. 4, 5. They were thus dif-. 
tinguifhed from common men, fequeftered from common fer- 
vices, and fet apart for God, and an immediate attendance on 


him. Note, Ail that are to be employed for God, are to be 


fandified to him ; the ‘perfon mult firlt be accepted, and then 
‘the performance. 'Vhe Hebrew phrafe for confecrating, is, fill- 
ing the hand, ver. 9. Thou fhalt fill the hand of Aaron and his 
fons s and the ram of confecration is the ram of fillings, ver. 225 
26.. The confecrating of them was the perfeding of them: 
Chrift is faid to be perfected, or confecrated, for evermore, Heb. 
vii. 28. Probably the phrafe here is borrowed from the put- 
ting of the facrifice into their hand, to be waved before the 
Lord, ver. 24.3 but it intimates, (1.), That minifters have 
their hands full; they have no time to trifle; fo great, fo co- 
pious, fo conftant is their work. (2.) That they muft have 
their hands filled. Of neceflity they muft have fomething to of- 
fers and they cannot find it in themfelves, it muft be given 
them from above: ‘They cannot fill the people’s hearts, unlefs 
God fil their hands ; to him therefore they muft go, and re- 
ceive from his fulnefs. 
Secondly, The perfon to do it was Mofes, by God’s appoint- 
ment. ‘Though he was ordained for men, yet the people were 
not to confecrate him; Mofes, the fervant of the Lord, and 
his agent herein, muft do it. By God’s fpecial appointment 
he now did the prieft’s work; and therefore that which was 
the ws part of the facrifice, was here ordered to be his, 
ver. 26. : 
Thirdly, The place was at the door of the tabernacle of meet- 
img, ver. 4. God was pleafed to dwell in the tabernacle, the 
people attending in the courts; fo that the door between the 
court and the tabernacle was the fitte(t place for them to be 
confecrated in, who were to mediate between God and man, 
and fo to ftand between both, and Jay their hands (as it were) 
upon both. ‘They were confecrated at the door, for they were 
to be door-keepers. "i . : 
Fourthly, 1t was done with many ceremonies. 
1fi, They were to be qwafbed, ver. 4.3 fignifying, that they 
mu{t be clean who bear the veffels of the Lord, Va. lit. 11. 
They that would perfec holine/s, mutt cleanfe themfelves from 
all filthinefs of fief and fpirit, 2 Cor. vil. 1. Tfa. i. 16,—18. 
They were now wathed all over : But afterwards, when they 
went in to minifter, they wafhed only their hands and feet, 
chap. xxx. 19.3; for he that is qwafbed needs no more, John 
Xill. 10. 
2dly, They were to be clothed with the holy garments, ver. 
52 6, 8, 9.5 to fignify that it was not fafficient for them to 
put away the pollutions of fin, but they mutt put on the graces 
of the Spirit, be clothed with righteoufnefs, Pal. cxxxii. 9. 
They muft be girded, as men prepared and ftrengthened for 
their work , and they muft be robed and crowned, as men that 
counted their work and office their true honour. 
3dl ’ The high prieft was to ‘be anointed with the holy a- 
wointing-oil, ver. 7. that the church might be filled and delight- 
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ed with the fweet favour of shis adminiftrations ;. for ointment 
and perfime réoice the heart ; and in token of the pouring out 
of the, Spirit upon him, to qualify him for his work. Brotherly 
love is compared to this oil with which Aaron was anointed, 
Pfal. cxxxiii. 2.. Their inferior priefts are faid to be anointed, 
chap. xxx. 30.3 not on their heads, as the high-prieft, (Ley. 
XXL 10.)3 only the oil was mingled with the blood that was 


-fprinkled upon their garments. 


» 4thly, Sacrifices were to be offered for them. The cove- 
nant of priefthood, as all other covenants, mult be made by fa- 
crifice. 

[1.] There muft be a fin-offering, to make atonement for 
them, ver. 10,—14. ‘The law made them priefts that had 
infirmity ; and therefore they mutt firlt offer for their own fin, 
before they could make-atonement for the people, Heb. vii. 27, 
28. ‘They were to put their hand on the head of their facri- 
fice, ver. 10.3 confefling that they deferved to die for their 
own fin; and defiring that the killing of the beaft might ‘ex- 


_ piate their guilt, and be accepted as a vicarious fatisfaction. It 


was ufed as other fin-offerings were; only, whereas the ficth 


_~of other fin-offerings was eaten by the priefts, Lev. x. 18. in 


token of the priefts taking away the fin of the people, this’ was 
appointed to be all burnt without the camp, ver. 14. to fignify 
the imperfection of the legal difpenfation, (as the learned Bi- 
fhop Patrick notes:) For the fins of the priefts themfelves 
could not be taken away by thofe facrifices; but they mult ex- 
pect a better High Prieft, and a better Sacrifice. 

[2.] There muft be a Lurnt-offering, a ram wholly burnt, to 
the honour of God, in token of the dedication of themfelves 
wholly to God, and to his fervice, as iiving facrifices, kindled 
with the fire, and afcending in the flame of holy love, ver.1 4, 
—18. This fin-offering mutt firft be offered, and then the 
burnt-offering ; for till guilt be removed, no acceptable fervice 
can be performed, Ifa. vi. 7. ; 7 

[3-] There mutt be a peace-offering: \t is called the ram 
of confecrasion ; beeaufe there was more in this, peculiar to the 
occafion, than in the other two. In the burnt-offering God 
had the glory of the prieft; in this, they had the comfort of 
it: And in token of a mutual covenant between God and 
them, (1.) The blood of this facrifice was divided between 
God and them, ver. 29, 21.: Part of the blood was /prinkled 
upon the altar round about ; and part put upon them, upon their 
bodies, ver. 20. and upon their garments, ver. 21. ‘hus the 
benefit of the expiation made-by the facrifice was applied and 
affured to them, and their whole felves from head to foot fanc- 
tified to the fervice of God. The blood was put upon the 
moft extreme parts of the body, to fignify, that it was all as it 
were inclofed, and taken in for God, the tip of the ear, and the 
great toe not excepted. And the blood and oil {prinkled upon 
garments, we reckon /pot and fain them: Yet the holy oil, 
and the blood of the facrifice {fprinkled upon their garments, 


muft be looked upon as the greateft adorning imaginable to 


them; for they fignified the blood of Chrift, and the graces of 
the Spirit, which conftitute and complete the beauty of holinefs, 
and recommend us to God: We read of robes made white 
with the blood of the Lamb. (2.) The flclh of the facrifice, 
with the meat-offering annexed to it, was likewife divided be- 
tween God and them, that (to fpeak with reverence) God and 
they might fea/? together, in token of friendfhip and fellowhhip. 

1. Part of it was to be firlt waved before the Lord, and 
then burnt upon the altar; part of the /le/h, ver. 22.3 part of 
the bread, (for bread and flefh muft go together,) ver. 23. 
Thefe were firft put into the hands of Aaron, to be waved to 
and fro, in token of their being offered to God; who, though 
anfeen, yet compaffeth us round on every fide: And then they 
were to be burnt upon the altar, ver. 24, 25.; for the altar 
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. was to devour God’s part of the facrifice. Thus God admits 
ted Aaron and his fons to be his fervants, and wait at his table,, 
taking the meat of his altar from their hands. Here, in a 

»parenthefis, as it were, comes in the law concerning the priefts 
part of the peace-offering afterwards, the brea/t and. /houlder, 
which were now divided; Mofes had the breaft, and the 
Jboulder- was burnt on the altar with God’s part, ver. 26, 27, 
28. 

2. The other part, both of the flefh of the ram, and of the 
bread, Aaron and his fons were to eat at the door of the ta- 
bernacle, ver. 315 325 33-3 to-fignify, that he not only called: 
them. fervants, but friends, John xv. 15.2-He /upped with: 
them, and they with him. ‘Their eating of the things where- 
with the atonement was made, fignified their receiving the a- 
tonement, as the expreflion is, Rom. v. rr. their thankful ac-. 

-ceptance of the benefit of it, and their joyful communion with 
God thereupon, which was the true intent and meaning of a 
feaft upon a facrifice. If any of it were left, it mult be burnt, 
that it might not be in any danger of putrefying, and to fhew 
that it was an extraordinary peace-offering. Be 

Laftly, The time that was to be fpent in this confecration + 
Seven days fhalt thou confecrate them, ver. 35. ‘Though all the ce- 
remonies were performed on the fi/? day, yet, 1. they were 
not to look upon their confecration as completed till the /even 
days end ; which put a folemnity upon their admiffion, and a 
diftance between this and their former ftate ; and obliged them 
to enter upon their work with-a paufe, giving them time to 
confider the weight and ferioufnefs of it. This was to be ob- 
ferved in after-ages, ver. 30. He that was to fucceed Aaron - 
in the high-priefthood, muft put on the holy garments feven 
days together, in token of a deliberate and gradual advance in- 
to his office, and that one Sabbath might pafs ovet him in his 
confecration. 2. Every day of the feven, in this firft confe- 
cration, a bullock was to be offered for a fin-offering, ver. 36. 
Which’ was to intimate to them, (1.) That it was of very 

‘great concern to them to get their fins pardoned; and that 
though atonement was made, and they had had the comfort of 
it, yet they mutt ftill keep up a penitent fenfe of fin, and often 
repeat the confeflion of it. (2.) That thofe facrifices, which 
were thus offered day by day to make atonement, could not 
make the comers thereunto perfec? ; for then they would have 
ceafed to be offered, as the apoftle argues, Heb. x. 1, 21) 
They muft therefore expect the bringing in of a better hope.  ~ 

Now this confecration of the priefts was a /badow of good 
things to come. (1.) Our Lord Jefusis the great High Prieft . 
of our profeflion ; called of God to be fo confecrated for ever- 
more; anointed with the Spirit above his fellows, whence he 
is called Mefiah, the Chri; clothed with the holy garments, 
even with glory. and beauty ; fandified by his own blood, not 
that of Julocks and rams, Heb. ix. 12.; made peorfed, or con- 
fecrated through fufferings, Heb. ii. 16. Thus im him this was 
a perpetual ftatute, ver. 9. (2.) All believers are fpiritual 
priefts, to offer. fpiritual facrifices, 1 Pet. ti. 5 5 qua/bed in the 
blood of Chrift, and fo made to our God pricfts, Rey. i. 5, 6. 
They alfo are clothed with the beauty of holinefs, and have re- 
ceived the: anointing, 1 John ii.-27. Their hands are filled 
with work, which they muft continually attend to: And it is 
through Chrift, the great Sacrifice, that they are dedicated to 
this fervice. His blood, /prinkled upon the confcience, purgeth 
it from dead works, that they may as pricfts ferve the living 
God. The Spirit of God (as Ainfworth notes): is called the 
Jinger of God, (Luke xi. 20. compare with Mat. xii. 28.) ;, 
and by him the merit of Chrift 1s effeCtually applied to our 
fouls, as here Mofes with his finger was to put the blood upon 
Aaron. It is likewife intimated, that gofpel-minifters are to 
be folemnly fet apart tothe work of the miniltry with great 
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deliberation and ferioufnefs, both im the ordainers, and in the 
ordained, as thofe that are to be employed in a great work, and 
intrufted with a great charge. 

Ii. The cconfecration of the altar, which feems to shave been 
coincident with that of the priefts; and the fin-offerings, 
which were offercel every day for feven days together, had re- 
ference ‘to the altar, as well as the priefts, ver. 36, 37. An 
atonement was mate for the altar. "Vhough that was not a fub- 
je&t capable of fin, nor, having never yet been ufed, could it 
be faid to be -pollutetl with the fins of the people; yet, ‘ince 
the fall, there can be no fatisfa@ion ‘to God, but there muft 
firltbe an atonement for fin, which renders us both unworthy 
and unfit to be employed for God. The altar was alfo fanc- 
tified ; not only fet apart itfelf to a facred ufe, but made fo Ao- 
ly as to fanélify the gifts that were offered upon it, Mat. xxiii. 
1g. Chriftis our Altar; for our fakes he fanttified himfelf, 
that we and-our performances might be /an ‘fied and recom- 
mended to God, John xvii. ro. 


38 § Now this zs ¢hat which thou fhalt offer 
upon the altar; two lambs of the firft year, day 
by day continually. 29 The one lamb thou 
fhalt offer in the morning: and the other lamb 
thou fhalt offer at_even. 4o And with the.one 
lamba tenth-deal of flour mingled with ‘the 


fourth part of an ‘hin of ‘beaten oil: -and ‘the | 


fourth part of an hin of wine for a drink-offer- 
ing. 42 And the other lamb thou fhalt offer 
at even, and fhalt do thereto according to the 
meat-offering of the morning, and according to 
the drink-oftering thereof, for a fweet favour, 
an offering made by fire unto the Lorp. 42 
This fhall be a continual burnt-offering through- 
out your generations, at the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, before the Lorp : 
where I will meet you, to fpeak there unto thee. 
43 And there I will meet with the children of 
Ifrael, and the ‘tabernacle fall ‘be fandified by 
my glory. 44 And Iwill fandtify the taberna- 
cle of the congregation, and the altar: I-will 
fandctify alfoboth Aaron and his fons, to _mini- 
fler to me in the priefts office. 45 F.Andd 
will dwell amongft the children of Tfrael, and 
will be their God. 46 And ‘they -fhall’know 
that I am the Lorv their God, that ‘brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt, that I may 
dwell amengft them: Iam the Lorn their 
God. 


Here is, Firft, The daily fervice appointed: A lamb.was 
to be offered upon the altar every morning, and.a lamb every 
evening, each with a meat-offering, both made by fire \as.a.con- 
aaual burnt-offering throughout their generations, ver. 38y.—41. 
Whether there were any other facrifices to be .offered. or’no, 
thefe were {ure to be offered: at the public charge, and for the 
benefit and comfort. of all [rac!, to make atonement for their 
daily fins, and. an acknowledgment to God. of their daily mer- 
cies. This was.that which the duty of every day required. 
The taking away of this datly facrifice ‘by Antiochus for fo 
many ovenings and morniags, was that great calamity.of ithe 
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Chap. XK. 
Now, 1. This 


ra 


church which was foretold, Dan. vil. a1. 


typified the continual interceflion which ‘Chrift ever lives to 


make, in the virtue of his fatisfaction, for the continual fancti- 
fication of his church : Though -he offered himfelf once for all, 
yet that one offering thus becomes a continual offering. 2, This 
teacheth us to offer upto God ‘the fpiritual facrifices of prayer 
and praife everyday, morning and evening, in humble acknow- 
ledgment of our. dependance upon shim, and our obligations :to 
him. Our daily devotions muft be looked -upon as the moft 
needful of our daily works, and the moft :pleafant of our daily 
comforts ; whatever bufinefs we have, this muft never be omit- 


ted, either morning or evening: Prayeretime mult be kept up . 


as duly as meat-time; the daily facrifices were as ithe daily 
meals in God’s houfe, and therefore they were always attend- 
ed with dread and wine: Thofe ftarve their own fouls, that 
keep not up.a conftant attendance onthe throne of grace. 

_ Secondly, Great and precious promifes ‘made of God’s fa- 
vour to Hrael,:and the tokens of his {pecial prefence -with them, 
while they thus keep upshis inftitutionsamong them. He {peaks 
as one well pleafed with the appointment.of the daily facrifice ; 
for before he proceeds to the other appointments that follow, 
he interpofeth thefe prompfes. It is conftancy in teligion that 
brings in the comfort of it. He promifeth, (1.) “Chat “he 
would keep up:communion with them: That he-would not only 
meet Mofes, and fpeak tochims but that he would meet the 
children of Ifrael, ver. 43, to accept the daily facrifices offer- 
ed up on theirbehalf Note,.God will not fail to give thofe 
the meeting who.diligently and-confcientioufly attend upon him 
in the -ordinances ot this own appointment. {2.) ‘hat he 
would own ‘his:own unftitutions, the tabernacle, the altar, the 


| priefthood, ver. 43, 44. ‘He would take poffefion .of that 


which was.confecrated to him. Note, ‘What is fanctified to 
the glory of God, {hall be fanttified by his glory. Tf we do our 
part, God will do his, and will-vmaré and ft that for bimfelf 
which is in fincerity .given\up *tochim. (3. That he would 
refide among them as a‘God m:covenant with them, and would 
give them fure and comfortable tokens of his peculiar favcur-to 
them, and his fpecial »prefence with them, wer..45, 46. 1 wail 
dwell among the.childrenof Lfrael. Note, Where :God fets up 
the tabernacle of his ordinances, he will-himfelf dwell: co, 
am with you always, Mat. xxviii. 22. Thofe that abide in 
God’s houfe, -he will abide with them +: Y-avill be their God, 
anil they foall.know that I am:fo. Note, 'Fhofe are truly -hap- 
py-that have a covenant intereftiin:God astheirs, and the com- 
fortableevidence of'that:intereft. “If we have this we have e- 
nough, and need no more to make us happy. 


CS A Pe XK: 


Mojes, inthis chapter, is further inftruded, (1.) Concerning — 


the altar of incenfe, ver. 15—10. (2.) Concerning the ran- 
fom-money, which the Lfraelites were to pay when they were 
numbered, Ver. 11ly-—26. .(3.) Concerning the laver of 
brafs, which was fet for, the prieftito wafh in, ver. ¥7,—21. 
(4) Concerning the making up of the anointing.oil, and the 
uje of it, Ver. 225-33. (5.) Concerning the incenfe and 
perfume, which was tobe burned .on.the golden altar, vers 
34-38. ' : . 

Mm ND thou fhalt make an altar'to burn ins, 
JL cenfe upon: of fhittim-wood fhalt thou 
make it. 2 A.cubit /badl be the length there- 
of, and a cubit the breadth ithereof (four-fquare 
fhall it be), and two cubits hall be the height 
thereof: the horns thereof /ba/l be of the fame: 
3. And thou {halt overlay it with pure: gold, the 


ne 
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top thereof, and the fides thereof round about, 
and the horns thereof: and thou fhalt make 
unto it a crown of gold round about. 4 And 
two golden rings fhalt thou make to it under 
the crown of it, by the two corners thereof, up- 
on the two fides of it fhalt thou make it: and 


- they fhall be for places for the ftaves to bear it 


withal. 5. And thou fhalt make the {taves of 
fhittim-wood, and overlay them with gold. 6 And 
thou fhalt put it before the vail, that zs by the 
ark of the teftimony; before the mercy-feat, 
with thee. 7 And Aaron fhall burn thereon 
the lamps he fhall burn incenfe upon it. 8 
And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, 


he fhall burn incenfe upon it ; a perpetual in- | 


cenfe before the Lorp, throughout your ge- 
nerations. g Ye fhall. offer no ftrange incenfe 
thereon, nor burnt-facrifice, nor meat-offering ; 
neither fhall ye pour drink-offering thereon. 
1o And Aaron fhall make an atonement upon 
the horns-of it once ina year, with the blood of 
the fin-offering of atonements': once in the year 
fhall he’ make atonement upon it, throughout 
your generations: it 7s’ moft holy unto the 
Lorp. 

The orders given conéertiing’ the altat of incenfe, are; [1] 
That it was to be made of wood, and covered’ with gold, pure 
gold, about a yard’ high, and‘halfia yard fquare; with horns 


‘at the corners, a golden cornifh round it’; with rings and {taves 


of gold-for the: conyetience of carrying it; ver. 1,—5. It doth 
fot’ appear that’ there was any grate to’ this-altar, for thé afhes' 


to fall into; that'they might be taken aways But when they’ | 


burnt incenfé, a’ golden cenfer was’ brought . with coals in it; 


_ and placed upon'the altar’; and in that cetfer the incenfe’ was 


burnt, and-with it all’ the ‘coals were taken away; fo’ that no 
coals’ or‘ afhes fell‘ upon the altat.. The meafure of the altar of 
intenfe in Ezekiel’s‘temple, is‘dotble to what itis’ here, Ezek. 
xli, 22.: And ‘it isthere’ called’an‘altar of wood, and there is 
no mention’ of gold, to” fignify that the’ iacenfe’in gofpel-times 
fhould be /piritial, the worlhip plain, atid the fervice of God 
enlarged:; for im-every place incen/e foould be offered, Mal. i. 11. 
['2.] ‘Phat! it was to be placed’ before the vail, on the outfide 
of that partition ; but’ Jefore' the miercy-feat, which was with- 
in'the’ vail; ver.6. For though he that mirifteréd’ at’ that 
altar’ could not’ fee the mérey-feat, the vail’ intetpofing’; 
yet"he muft look towards it, and’ dired his incenfe that’ way ; 
to’teach us, That though: we cannot with our bodily eyes‘ fee 
the throne’ of grace, that’ bleffed mercy-feat, (for it is fuch a 
throne of glory, that God}. in’ comipaflion tous, Aolderh’ Lack 
the face of it, and Jpreadeth a cloud upon it ; Beyer we muft in 
prayer’ by faith fet ourfelves before it; diredt our prayer, and -look 
up. [3+] That Aaron was to burn /weet incenfe upon this al- 
tar every morning and every evening, about half a pound at a 
time’: Which was intended’ not only to take away the ill {mell 


of the flefh that was'burnt daily on ‘the brazen altar ; but for 


the honour of God, and tothew' the acceptablenefs of his peo= 
ple’sfervices to him, andthe pleafure which they. fhould take 
in miniftring to him, ver. 7,.8. As by the offerings on the 
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| holy. of holies. 
: : Ss ee of the priefts that miniftered at this altar, and of the people for 
that is over the teftimony, where I will meet | whom they miniftered, put a ceremdnial impurity upon it, from 
V . ¥ _ whtich it muft be‘cleanféd by the blood of atonement. 
{weet incenfe every morning : when he drefleth | 
_ The brazen altar in the court was a typé of Chrift’s dying on 
_ earth; the golden’ altar’in the fanétuary was a type of Chrift’s 
' interceding in heaven, in the virtue of his fatisfaétion. ‘This 
altar was’ before the meércy-feat; for Chrift always appears’ in 
| the 
| Father, 1 John ii, 1.3 and his interceffion is’ unto’ God of 


ous affe@ions. 
| ple were praying, Luke i. 10-; to fignify, that prayer is the 
; true incenfe. 
| tual incenfe, ver. 8.; for we mult pray always, i.e. we/ mult” 
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| brazen altar fatisfa@tion was niade for what had beem done dif. 
| pleafing to God; fo by the offering on this, what they did 
| well was as it were recommended to the Divine acceptance : 


or Our two gréat concerris with God are to be acquitted fiom 


| guilt, and accepted as’ righteous in his fight. [4.] "Phat no- 
| thing was’ to be offered upon it but incenfe ; nor dhy incenfe 
| but that which was appointed, ver. g. God will have his own 
. fervice done according to his own appointment, and not other- 


wife. [5.] That this altar fhould be purified with the didod 


| of thefin-offering pat upon the horns of it, every year upon thé 
_ day of atonement, ver. 15. 


See Ley. xvi. 18, ro. Lhe high 
prieft was to take this'in his way, ashe came out from the 
This was to intimate to them, that the fins 


This incenfe-altar typified, (1.) The mediation of Chrift. 


refence of God’ for us: He is our Advocate with the 


a [weet-[melling favour. This altar had a crown fixed to it; 


| for Chrift intercedes asia King: Father, I will, John xvii. 
| 24, (2.) The devotion of the faints, whofe prayers are faid'to 
"be fet forth before God as incenfe, Pfal. cxli. 2° As the fmoke 
_ of the incenfe’ a/cended, fo muft our defirés towards God rife in 


prayer, being kindled with the fire of holy Jove and other pi- 
When the ptieft was burning incenfe, the peo- 


This incenfe’ was offered’ daily’; it was a perpe-. 
keep up ftatéd times for prayer, every day, mornibg and even- 


ing at leaft, and never ontit it, but thus pray without ceafing. 
The lamps were dreffed, or' lighted, at thé fame time that the 


— incenfe was burnt; to.teach us, that the reading of the, {crip- 


tures (which are our Aight and lamp)’ isa’ part of our daily 
work; and fhould ordinarily accompany our prayers and ‘prai- 
fes.. When we {peak to God, we muft hear what’ God faith 
to us; and thus the communion'is complete. The devotions 
of fandtified fouls are wiell-pleafing to God, of a fweet-/melling 
favour. ‘The prayers of faints ate compated to /weet odours, 
Rev. v. 8.: But it is the incenfe which Chrift adds’ to them 
that makes them acceptable, Rev. viii. 3. and his d/odd’ that 
atonés for the guilt which cleaves to our beft'fervices; And 
if the heart and’ life be not holy, even incen/e'is an abomination, 
Ifa, i. 353 and'he that offers it, is as if he bleffed an idol, 
Tfa. Ixvi. 3. 


Tr J And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, fay. 
ing, 12 When thou takett the funi of the chil- 


dren of Mrael, after their nuniber ; then fhall 


they give every man a ranfom for his foul unto 
the Lory, when thou numbereft them: that 
there be no’ plague among? them, when thow 
numbereft them. - 43 'Vhis they fhall give, e- 
very one that paffeth arnong” them’ that are 
numbered’; half-a fhekel after the fliekel of the 
fanctuary (a fhekel'is twenty gerahs), an half 
fhekel /bail be the offering of the Lorb. . 1 
Every one that’ pafleth amore thém: that ate 
numbered” from twenty years old’ and above; 
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fhall give an offermg unto the Lorn. 15 The 
rich fhall not give more, and the poor fhall not 
give lefs than half a thekel, when chey give an 
‘offering unto the Lorn, to make an atonement 
for your fouls. 16 And. thou fhalt take the 
atonement-money of the children of Ifrael, and 
{halt appoint it for the fervice of the tabernacle 
of the congregation ; that it may be a memo- 
rial unto the children of Ifrael before the Lorp, 
to make an atonement for your fouls. 


Some obferve, that the repetition of thefe words, The Lord 
Jpake unto Mofes, herve, and afterwards, ver. 17,22, 34. inti- 
mates, that God did not deliver thefe precepts to Mofes in’ the 
mount, in a continued difcourfe; but with many intermiffions, 


' giving him time either to write what was faid to him, or at | 


»~ leaft to charge his memory with it. Chrilt gave inflructions 
to his difciplces, as they were able to hear them. — 

He is here ordered to /evy money upon the people, by’ way 
of poll, fo much ahead, for the fervice of the tabernacle. ‘This 
he muft do when he numbered the people. Some think, it re- 
fers only to the firft numbering of them, now when the taber- 
nacle was fet up; and that this tax was to make up what was 


~ wanting in the voluntary contributions for the finifhing of the | 


work, or rather for the beginning of the fervice in the taber- 
nacle. Others think, it was afterwards repeated upon any e- 
mergency, and always when the people were numbered ; and 
that David offended in not demanding it when he numbered 
the people. But many of the Jewifh writers, and others from 
them, are of opinion, that it was to be an annual tribute, only 
it was. Legun when Mofes firft numbered the people. This 
was that ¢rilwte-money which Chrift paid for fear of offending 
his adveifaries, Mat. xvil. 24. when.yet he fhewed good rea- 
fon why he fhould have been excufed. 
in every city to receive this payment yearly. Now, 
[1.] The tribute to be paid was half a /hekel; about fifteen- 
pence of our money. The rich were not to give more, nor 
the poor /e/s, ver. 15.; to intimate, that the fouls of the rich 
and poor are alike precious, and that God is no re/peéter of 
perfons, Job xxxiv..19. In other offerings, men were to give 
according to their ability; but this, which was the ranfom of 

the foul, mult be alike for all; for the rich have as much need 

of Chrift as the poor, and the poor areas welcome to him as 

the rich. They both alike contributed to the maintenance of 
- the temple-fervice, becaufe both were to have a like intereft in 
it, and benefit by it. In Chrift. and his ordinances, rich and 
poor meet together ; the Lord is their Maker, the Lord Chrift 
the Redeemer of them loth, Prov. xxi. 2. The Jews fay, 
ffa man refufed to pay this tribute, he was not comprehended 
m the expiation. 


’ 


- [2.} This’ tribute was to be paid as a ranfom of the foul, . 


that there might be no plague among them. WHereby they ac- 
knowledged that they received their lives from God, that they 
had forfeited their lives to him, and that they depended upon 
his power and patience for the continuance of them ; and thus 
they did homage to the God of their lives, and deprecated thofe 
plagues which their fins had deferved. 

‘[3.]. This money that was raifed, was to be employed in 
the fervice of the tabernacle, ver. 16.: With it they bought 
facrifices, flour, incenfe, wine, oil, fuel, falt, priefts garments, 
and all other things which the whole congregation was intereft- 
edin. . Note, Vhofe that have the benefit of God’s tabernacle 
among them, muft be willing to defray the expences of it, and 


not grudge the neceflary charges of God’s public worfhip. Thus 
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Men were appointed 
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we mult honour the Lord with our fubftance, and reckon that 
belt laid out which is laid out in the ferviceof God- Money 


indeed cannot make an atonement for the foul ; bat it may be | 


ufed for the honour of him who has made the atonement, and 
for the maintenance of the gofpel, by which the atonement is 
applied. 

17° And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying,. 
18 Thou: fhalt alfo make a laver of brafs, and 
his foot ad/o of brafs, to wath witha/: and thou: 


{halt put it between the tabernacle of the con--- 


gregation and the altar, and thou fhalt put wa- 
ter therein. 19 For Aaron and his fons fhall- 
wath their hands-and their feet thereat. 20: 


When they go into the tabernacle of the con- 


gregation, they fhall wath with water, that they 
die not: or when they come near to the altar 
to minifter, to burn offering made by fire unto 
the Lorp. 21 So they fhall wath their hands 
and their feet, that they die not: and it fhall be 
a ftatute for ever to them, even to him and to 
his feed throughout their generations. — 


Orders are here given, Fir/f, For the making of a laver, or 
font, of bra/s ; a large veffel that would contain a good quan- 
tity of water, which was to be fet near the door of the taber- 
nable, ver. 18. The font of bra/s, it is fuppofed, was fo con- 
trived as to receive the water, which was Jet mto it out of the. 
layer by fpouts or cocks. They then_had a /aver for the priefts 
only to wafh in; but to us zo there is a Fountain opened for 
Judah and Jerufalem to wa/b in, Zech. xiii. 1. an inexhaftible. 
Fountain of hving water, {o that it is our own fault if we re- 
main in our pollution. : « 

Secondly, For the ufing of this laver: Aeron and his fons 
muft wafh their hands and feet at this laver every time they 
went in to minifter, every morning at leaft, ver. 19, 20, 21.5. 
for this purpofe, clean water was put into the laver /re/b every. 
day. ‘Though they .wafhed. themfelves. ever fo clean at their 


own houfes, that would not ferve; they muit wath at the /aver, ~ 


becaufe that was appointed for wafhing, 2 Kings v. 12.. This, 
was defigned, (1.) ‘To teach them purity in all their mini- 
{trations ; and to poffefs them with a reverence of God’s ho- 
linefs, and a dread of the pollutions of fin. They mutt not. 
only wath and be made clean, when they were firft confecrated ; 
but they muft wath and be kept clean, when ever they went ia 
to minifter. He only fhall fand in God’s holy place that hath 
clean hands and a pure heart, Pfal. xxiv. 3, 4. And, (2.) It. 
was to teach ws, who are daily to attend upon God, daily to 
renew our repentance for fin, and our believing application of 
the blood of Chrift to our fouls for remiflion ; for in many things. 
we daily offend and contraé& pollution, John xiii. 10. ‘This is 
the preparation we are to make for folemn ordinances: Clean/e. 
your hands, and purify your hearts 3 and then draw nigh to Gody. 
James iv. 8. ‘fo this.law David alludes, Pfal. xxvi. 6. F 


| will wafb mine hands in innocency, fo will I compas thine altar, 


Q: Lord. 


22 Y Moreover the Lorn {pake unto Mofes,. 
faying, 23 Take thou alfo unto thee principal 


| {pices, of pure myrrh five hundred /befels, and. 


of {weet cinnamon-half fo much, even two hun-. 
dred and fifty /bekels, and of fweet calamus two. 


| hundred and fifty /beke/r, 24 And of caffia five 


hundred: 
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hundred fockels, after the fhekel of the fan@u- 


ary, and of oil-olive an hin.. 25 And thou halt 


make it an oil of holy ointment, an epee 
compound after the art of the apothecary : 

fhall be. an holy anointing oil. 26 And oe 
fhalt anoint the tabernacle of the congregation 
therewith, and the ark of the teftimony. 27 
And the table and all his veffels, and the can- 
dleitick and his veffels, and the altar of incenfe, 
23 And the altar of burnt-offering with all his 
veffels, and the laver and his foot. 29 And thou 
~ fhalt fan@ify them, that they may be moft holy: 
whatfoever toucheth them fhall be holy. 30 
And thou fhalt anoint Aaron and his fons, and 
confecrate’ them, that they may minifter unto 
me in the priefts office. 31 And thou fhalt 


{peak unto the children of Ifrael, faying, This. 


fhall be an holy anointing oil unto me, through- 
out your generations. 32 Upon ‘man’s flefh. 
fhall it not be poured, neither fhall ye make 
any other like it, after the compofition of it : it 
is holy, and. it- fhall be holy unto you. 33 Who- 
foever compoundeth any like it, or whofoever 
putteth any of it upon a ftranger, fhall even be 
cut off from his people. 34 aj And the Loxrp 
faid unto Mofes, Take unto thee fweet fpices, 
ftacte, and onycha, and galbanum; the/e {weet 
{pices, with pure frankincenfe: of each fhall 
there be alike weight. 35 And thou fhalt make 
it a perfume, a confection after the art of the a- 
pothecary, tempered together, pure and holy. 
36 And thou fhalt beat /ome of it very fmall, 
and put it before the teftimony in the taberna- 
* ele of the congregation, where I will meet with. 
thee: it fhall be unto you moft holy... 37 And 
as for the perfume which thou fhalt make, you 
fhall not make to yourfelves according to the 
compofition thereof: it fhall be unto thee holy 
for the. Lorp. 38 Whofoever fhall make like 
unto that, to {mell thereto, fhall even be cut. off 
from his people. 
_ Diretions are here given forthe compofition of the holy a- 
nointing oil, and the incenfe, that were to be ufed in the fer- 
vice of the tabérnacle: With thefe God was to be honoured, 
and therefore he would appoint the making of them; for no- 
thing comes to God but what comes from him. 
Firfi, The holy anointing oil is here ordered to be made up: 
’ The ingredients, and their quantities, are preferibed,.ver. 24, 
25. Interpreters are not agreed concerning them: We are 
fure in general, they were the belt and fittelt for the purpofe ; 
they mult needs be fo when the Divine Wifdom appointed them 
for the divine honour, It was to be compounded fecundum 
artem, ver. 25.. The {pices which were in all near half a hun- 
dred weight, were to be infufed in the oil, which was to be a- 
bout five or fix quarts; and then {trained out, leaving an ad- 
mirable fweet {mel in the oil, With this oil God’s tent, and 


a 
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all the furniture of it, were to be anointed ; it was to be ufed 
alfo.in the confecration of the priefts, ver. 26,—30. It was 
to be continued throughout their generations, ver. 31. ‘The tra- 
dition of the Jews is, That this very oil, which was prepared 
by Mofes himfelf, lafted till near the captivity. But. Bifhop 
Patrick fhews the great improbability of the tradition ; and 
fuppofeth it was repeated according to the prefcription here : 

For Solomon was anointed with it, 1 Kings i. 39. and fome 
other of the kings ; and all the high priefts, with fuch a quan- 


- tity of it, as that it ran down to the /éirts of their garments 3, 


and we read of the making up of this ointment, 1 Chron. xi. 
30.: And yet all agree, that in the fecond’ temple there was 
none of this holy oil ; which he fuppofeth was-owing to a no-- 
tion they had, that it was not lawtul to make it up: Provi- 
dence over-ruling that want, as a prefage of the better unction 
of the Holy Ghoft in gofpel-times, the variety of whofe gifts 
was typified- by thefe feveral {weet ingredieits. To fhew the 
excellency of holinefs, there was that in the tabernacle, which 
was in. the higheit degree grates both to the fight and to the: 
fmell.. Chrilt’s name is faid to be as ointment poured forth, 

Cant. i. 3. andthe good name. of Chriltians better than preci~ 
ous ointment, Eccl. vii. 1. 

Secondly, ‘The izcenfe, which was burnt upon: the golden’ a!- 
tar. ‘This was prepared of /zveet /pices likewife, though not fo. 
rare and rich as thofe-which the anointing oil was compounded 
of, ver. 34, 35; This was prepared once a-year, (the Jews 
fy) a pound for each day of the year, and three pounds over 
for the day of atonement.. When it was ufed, it was to be- 
beaten very fmall: Thus it pleafed the Lord to brui/e the Re- 
deemer, when he offered. himfe!f for a Sacrifice of a /weet- 
Smelling favour. 

Concerning both thefe preparations, the fame law is here gi-- 
ven, Vers 32, 33, 3.75 99 that the like-fhculd not be made for 
any common ufe. Thus God would preferve in the peoples 
minds a reverence for his own in{titutions; and teach us not 
to profane or abufe any thing whereby God makes himfelf 
known, as they did who invented to th:mfelves inflruments of 
mufic like David. . \t is a great affront to God to jelt with 
facred things, and to make {port with the word and, ordinances 
of God, -'That which is God’s peculiar, . mu{t not be uled as 


a_common ine 


CE APs Bex be 
God is here drawing towards aconclufion of what he had to 
Jay to Mofes upon the mount, where he had now been with 
him forty days and forty nights 3 3. and yet no more is recorded 
of what was Jaid to him in all that time, but what we have 
read in the fi tx chapters foregoing. In this, 1. He appoints 
what workmen /bould be emp'oyed in the building and furnifh- 
ing of the tabernacle, ver. 1,—-11. IL. He repeats the laus 
of the Sabbath, and the religious obfervation of it, ver. 12y—= 
17. IIL. He delivers him the two tables of the te/limony at 
parting, ver. 186 


ND the Lorn’ fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

2 See, Phave called by name, Bezaleel 
the fon of Hur, of the tribe of 
Judah :: 3. And L have filled him with. the Spi- 
rit of God, in wifdom, and in.underftanding, and 
in knowledge; and in all manner of workman- 
fhip, 4.To devife cunning works, to work in 
gold, and in filver, and in brafs, 5.And in cut-. 
ting of ftones to fet chem, and in carving of tim- 


_ber, to work in_all manner of workmanthip:. 


6-And: 


with all his furniture, and: the altar of incenfe, 
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6 And I, behold, f have given with him, Aho- 
liab the fon of Athifamacli of the tribe of Dan; 
and in the hearts of all that are wife-hearted I 
have put wifdom; that they may make all that 
I have commanded thee: 7 ‘The tabernacle of 


the congregation, and the ark of the teflimony, , 
and the mercy-feat that zs thereupon, and all 


the furniture of the tabernacle, 8 And the ta- 
ble and his furniture, andthe pure candleftick 


9 And the altar of burnt-offering witli all his 
furniture, and the laver and his foot, ro And 
the clothes of fervice, and:the holy garments 


for Aarom the .prieft, and the garments of his, 


fons, to minifter in the priefts office. rr And 
the anointing oil, and fweet incente for the ho- 
ly place: according to all that Lhave command- 
ed thee, fhall they do. | 


ZX creat deal’ of fine work God had ordered to be done about 
the tabernacle : ‘Ihe materials the people were to. provide ; 
but who muft put them into form? Mofes bimfelf was learned 


invall the learning of the Egyptians; nay, he was wellacquainted., 


with the words of God, and the vifions of the Almighty;, but 
he knew not how to engrave or enbroider. We may fuppofe. 
there were fome very ingenious men among the Iiraelites; 
but having lived alf their days in bondage in Egypt, we cannot 
think they were any of them inftruéted in thefe curious arts. 
‘They knew how’ to ‘make brick, and’ work in‘clay ; but to 
work in gold, and* cut diamonds, was what they-had never been 
brought upto. How fhould the work. be done with that neat- 
nefS and exactnefs that was required, when they had no. gold- 


f{niths: or jewellers, but what muft:be made out of mafons and. 


bricklayers ?) We may fuppofe there were enow that, would 
gladly be employed; and would do‘their beft ;. but it would be 
hard'to find out a proper perfon to prefide in this work : Who 
was fufficient for thefe things? But God takes care of this 
matter alfo. 

Firft, He nominated. the perfons that-were to be employed, 
that there might be no. conteft about the preferment, nor envy- 
at thofe that were preférred, God’ himfelf having, made the 


choice: (1.) Bezaléel’was to be the archite#, or mafter-work- - 


man, ver. 2. He was of the, tribe of Judah, a tribe that God 
did’ delight to honour; the grandfon of Hur, probably that 
Her who-had helped to hold up Mofes’s hands, chap. xvii. 
and was.at this time in commiffion with Aaron for the go- 
vernment of the people in the abfence of Mofes, chap. xxiv-.14. 
Out: of that family, which was of note in Ifrael, was this work- 
man chofen; and it added no little honour to the family, that a 
branch of it was employed, though but as a mechanic or handi- 
craft-tradefman, for-the fervice of; the-tabernacle. ‘The Jews 


tradition is; ‘hat Hur was the hufband-of Miriam and then . 


it was requifite God fhould appoint. him to this: fervice, teft if 
Mofes-himfelf had done it, he fhould have been thought par- 
tiak to his own:kindred, his*brother- Aaron: alfo being advan- 
ced:to the priefthood. God will'put: honour upon Mofes? ree 
lations ;.and.yet.will make-it to-appear, that- he takes not’ the 
honour to himfelf or his own family, but it is purely the Lord’s 
domg. _(2,) Ahohab,.of'the tribe of Dan,.is appointed next 
to-Bezaleel, and partner with him, ver. 6. Two are better than 
ones Chirift fent forth his: difciples; who were‘ to-rear the gof- 
pel-tabernacle; two and: two's. and we read of his teva qwit 
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t neffes.. 


| the lefs honourable tribes; that the tribes of Judah and Levi 
' might not be lifted up, as if they: were to. engrofs all the. pre« 
| ferments: To prevent a fchifm in’ the body, God giveth ho- 
nour to that part which lacked, 1 Cor. xi. 24%. The head-can- 


unto you. 
_furely be ‘put to, death: for whofoever doeth 
_ any work therein, that! foul fhall be cut off from 


é 
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Aholiab was of the tribe of Dan, which was one of | 


not fay tothe foot, I have no need of thee. iram, who was 


- the head-workman in the building cf Solomon’s temple, was 
_alfo of the tribe of Dan, 2-Chron. i. 14. 
_ others that were employed by and under thefe, m the feveral 


(3.) There were. 


operations about the tabernacle, ver. 6. Note, When God 


| hath work to do, he will never want-inftruments to. do it with; 

for all hearts, and- heads too, are under his- eye, and in his 
/ hand: And thefe may cheerfully go about any fervice for God, 
| and go on in it, who have reafon to think, that ene way or o- 


ther he has called them to it; for whom he calls, he will own 
and bear out. ; 
Secondly, Te qualifies thefe perfons for the fervice, ver. 3. 


| Lhave filled him with the Spirit of God; and, ver. 6. In the 


hearts of all that are «wife-hearted, I have put wifdom. Notes 


| (1.) Skill in common arts and eniployments is the gift of God; 


from-him is both the faculty, and the improvement of the fa- 


| culty. It is he that puts even this: cwijdom into the mward 
) parts; Job-xxxviik 361 He teacheth the hufbandman difere- 
» tion, Ifa. xxviti. 26. and:the tradefman too ;. and»he-muft have 
' the praife of it. 
. gift to ome, another to another; and all for the good.of the 
| whole body, both of mackind, and of the church. 
. fittefbofiall to gover Ifrael, but Bezaleel was fitter than-he 
| to-build. the! tabernacle. 
| fupported by. the variety. of mens faculties and inclinations; the 
, genius of fome'leads them to be ferviceable one way, of others 
_ another'way, and all thefe worketh that one and the felf-fame 
, Spirit,-1 Cor. xi. Ir. 


(2.) God difpenfeth his gifts: varioufly ; one 
Mofes was 


The common benefit: is very much 


‘This: forbids: pride, envy, contempt, 
and emulation, and {trengthens the bond of mutual love. (3.). 


_ 'Thofe whom God calls to any fervice, he will either find-them; 


or make them, fit for it. If God give the commiffion,.he will 
in fomé meafure give the qualifications, according as the fer- 
vice iss - The-work that was to be done here, was to make 
the:tabernacle; and the utenfils’ of it, which are here particn= 
larly reckoned up, ver. 7, c.: And for this the perfons ems 
ployed were enabled to work in gold, and filver, and brafss 


_ When Chrift fent his-apoftles to rear the gofpel-tabernacle, he 


poured out his Spirit upon them, to enable them to fpeak with 
tongues. the wonderful: works of God; not to work upon me- 
tal, but to work upon’ men: So much more excellent were the 
gifts, asthe tabernacle to be pitched’ was: a greater and more 
perfed tabernacle, as the apoftle calls it, Heb. ix. 11. 


12,4. And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, fay+ 
ing, 13 Speak thou alfo unto the children of 
Ifrael, faying, Verily my fabbaths ye fhall keep: 
for it 7a fign between'me and you, through- 


_ out. your generations';. that. ye may: know: that 


Lam the Lorn, that doth fandify you. 14 Ye 
fhall keep the fabbath therefore: for itis holy 
Every one that defileth it, fhall — 


ainongft' his people. 15 Six days may work be 
done 5. but in-the feventh 7s the fabbath of reft, 


_ holy to the Lorn: whofoever doth any work.in 


the fabbath-day, he fhall furely-be put to death, 
16: Wherefore the children -of Ifraet fhall keep 
the 


“es 
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the fabbath, to obferve the fabbath throughout | 
their generations, for a perpetual covenant. | 
a7 It 2s a fign between me ‘and the children of | 
Iirael for ever: for 7m fix days the Lorp made | 
heaven and earth, and on the feventh day he 
18'¢ And he gave | 
unto Mofes, when he had made an-end of com- | 
muning with him upon mount Sinai, two tables . 
of teftimony, tables of fone, written with the | 


refted and was -reftefhed. 


finger of-God. ; 


Here is, I. A ftri& command for the fan@tification of the 
The Jaw of the fabbath hadibeen } 
given them before any other law, by way of preparation, Exod. — 


fabbath-day, ver. 13,17. 


xvi. 23. dt had been inferted.in the body-of the moral Jaw, 
‘in the fourth commandment it-had -been annexed to the ju- 
dicial law, chap. xxii. 12, 13.; and here it is added to ithe 
firft part of the ceremonial law, becaufe the obfervation of the 
fabbath-is indeed the hem and hedge of the whole law: Where 
no confeience is made-of that, farewel both godlinefs and ho- 
netty; for in the moral law it flands in the midft, between the 
two tables, .Some-fuggeft that it comes in here upon another 
account; Orders svere now given, :that.a tabernacle »fhould ‘be 


fet up and furnifhed for the fervice of God with ail poffible ex- — 
pedition; -but left they fhould think -that the nature of the | 


work, and the halte that was required, would juftify them in 
working at it on the dabbath-days, that they might get it done 
the fooner, this caution is: feafonably inferted, Veri/r, or.never- 
thelefs, my fabbaths ye foal keep. ‘ihough they mult batten the 
work, yet they muft not make more halte than good {peed ; 
they muft not-break the law of the fabbath in ‘their hafte : I~ 
ven tabernacle-work muft give way to the fabbath-reft, fo jea- 
lous is God for the honour of his-fabbaths: Obferve what is 
here faid concerning the fabbath-day. 

Lirft, The nature, meaning, and intention of the fabbath; by the 
declaration ef which,'God puts.an honour upon it, and teacheth 
‘us tovalue it. Divers:things are here -faid of:the fabbath. 1.] 

ft 1s afignbetween me and you, ver. 13.:and again, ver.17. The 
imftitution of the fabbath was a great inftance of ‘God’s:favour: 
to them, and a fign that he had diftinguifhed ‘them from all 
_other people ; and their religious obfervance of the fabbath was 
a great in{tance of their duty and obedience to him. God, by 
fanchfying this day among them, let themxnow, that he /anc- 
tified them, and fet them apart for himfelf and his fervice 3: 0- 


therwile he.would not have revealed to them:his holy fabbaths, , 


to be thefupport of religio.among them. Or it may refer'to 
the law concerning the fabbath: Keep my fabbaths, that ye.may 
~ know that I the Lord do fanthfy you. 
grace, incline our hearts to kecp the lam of the fourth com- 
mandinent, it will be an-evidence of a good work wrought.in 
us by his Spirit.. If we fandify God’s day, it is a fign between 
him and us‘that he hath fandified our: hearts: Hence it.is the 
charaéter of the bleffed man, that he -4eepeth the fabbath fram 
polluting it, fa. lvi: 2. 
feven, after fix days labour, teftified and. declared that they. 
worfhipped the God that’.made the world in fix days, and 


refted the feventh; and fo diftinguifhed themfelves from other - 


nations, who having firft ‘loft the fabbath; which was inftituted 
to be a memorial of the creation, 'by degrees loft the knowledge. 
of the Creator, .and gave:that honour ‘to ‘the creature which 
was dueto.him.alone.. ['2.] dt is holy unio you, ver. 14. i. es 


It is defigued: for your benefit; aswell as for God’s honour ; ; 


The fabbath was made for man: Or, it fhall be accounted holy 


by: you, -andfhall-be:fo obferved ; and:you ‘fhall look. upon sit. | 


~% 


- 13,14, 16. 
Jferve it; keep it from polluting it; ‘keep it up as-afign between 


Note, Jf God, ‘by his . 


The Jews, by obferving one day in’ 


his will in the fle/oly tables of the heart, .2.Cor. iii. 
: They were written in two tables, being -defigned to direét us 
‘in-our: duty. both towards God .and towards man. 
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‘as facrilege to profane it. [3.] It is the fabbath of ref, holy to 
the Lord, ver..15. It-isfeparated from»common ufe, and de- 
figned ‘for the honour and fervice of God: And by ‘the ob- 
fervance of it, we are taught to reft from worldly purfuits, and 
the fervice of the flefh; and to devote ourfelves, and all we 
are, have, and can do, to God’s glory. [4.] It was to be 
obferved throughout their generations, in every age, for a per- 
petual covenant, ver. 16. ‘This was to be one of the moift 
lafting tokens of that covenant which was. between ‘God and 
Ifrael. 

Secondly, The law .of the fallath: They mult eep it, ver. 


Keep it as a treafure,.as a-truft; obferve it, pre- 


God and.them; ‘keep it, and never part with it. The-Gen- 
tiles had anniverfary ‘feafts to the honour of their gods; but 
it was peculiar to the Jews to have a weekly feftival: “This 
therefore they muft carefully -obferve. . : 

Thirdly, The reafon of the fabbath: For ‘God’s'laws are. 
not only backed with the *higheft authority, but fupported withr 
the ‘beft reafon ; God's own example is the great reafon, ver, 
ty. As the work of creation'is worthy to ‘be thus comme- 
morated, fo the ‘great Creator is worthy tobe thus imitated, 
by a holy reft the feventh day, after fix days labour; efpe- 
cially fince svechope, in further conformity to -the fame ex- 
ample, fhortly to reft with‘him from all our labours. 

Fourthly, The penalty tobe mflidted for the breach of this 
law. ‘Every one that defileth the fabbuth, by doing any work 
therein bat works of piety and mercy, ‘fhall be cut of from a- 
mong his people, vet. :4.- He thal! furely be put to death, ver. 
15. Vhe magiftrate muft cut him off with the {word of juf- 
tice, if the crime can be-proved; ‘if ‘it: cannot,:or if the ma- 
giftrate be remifs, and do not do his duty, God-will take the 
work into his own-hands, and cut him off by a ftroke from: 
heaven, andihis family fhall-be rooted out-of ‘Hfrael. Note, 
The contempt and profanation of the fabbath-day‘is an iniqui-- 


ty to be punifhed-by the judges; and-if men do not punifh it, . 


God will, ‘here or hereafter, unlefs it be: repented of. 

IJ. The delivering of the two tables of teftimony to Mofes. 
God had promifed him thefe tables when he called him up in- 
to the mount, .chap. xxiv. 12.; and now. when he was fend- - 
ing him down, he deliveréd. them to him, -to-be carefully and 
honovrably depofited in the ark, ver..18., (1.) Theten com- 
mandments which God had f{poken upon mount Sinai, in the 
hearing of all the people, were now, coriften; in perpetuam rei 
memoriam; becaufe that which is written remains. ( 2.) They 
were written in -tables.of lone; prepared not .by Mofeés, as it - 
fhould feem, (for it.is intimated, chap. xxiv. 12-that he found 
them ready written when he. went up into. the mount,) but 
fome think by the miniftry of angels: The ‘law was written 
in tables of flone, to note the perpetual duration of it; what 
can be fuppofed.to lat longer, than that which is written in | 
{tone, and laid up? To note likewife the -hardnéfs of our ~ 
hearts ; one might eafier write in ftone; ;than write any thing 
that is ‘good in’our corrupt and. finful hearts. (3.) They were 
written qwith the finger -of God; ive. by his will and power. im- - 
mediately, without the ufe.of any inftrument.. It is God only 
that can write his law in-the heart: He gives a heart of flefb; 
and thea by his Spirit, which is the finger of God, .he writes - 


(4.) ' 


j (5+) ° 
They were called tables of tefimony, becaufe this written law 


teftified both.the will.of Ged. concerning them, and: his -good- 
«will towards: them, and: would be a te(timony againft thém if: 


they were difobedient.. (6.) They were delivered to Mofes,-, 
probably. with a charge,’ before he laid them up in the ark; to » 
they 
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thew them publicly, that they might be /een aad read of all men; 
and fo what they had heard with the hearing of the ear, might 
now be brought to their remembrance. Thus the Jaw was 
given by Mofes, but grace and truth came by Fefus Chrift. 


CH A.P.) XXXII 

It is avery lamentable interruption which the flory of this 
chapter gives to the record of the eflabli/hment of the 
church, and of religicn among the Fews. Things went 
on admirably well towards that happy fettlement: God 
had fhewed bimfelf very favourable, and the people had 
alfo feemed to be pretty tra&able: Mofes bad now almoft 
completed his forty days upon the mount; and we may 
Suppofe was pleafing bimfelf with the thoughts of the very 
joyful welcome he fhould have to the camp of Ifrael at his 
return, and the fpcedy fetting up of the tabernacle among 
them. But behold, the meafures are broke; the fin of L/- 
rael turns away thofe good things from them, and puts a 
Stop to the current of God’s favours: The fin that did the 
mifchief, (would you think it!) was worfhipping a golden 
‘calf The marriage was ready to be folemnized between 
God and Ifrael; but Ifrael plays the harlot, and fo the match 
is Broke, and it will be no eafy matter to piece tt again. 
flere is, 1. The fin of Ifrael, and Aaron particularly, in 
making the golden calf for a god, ver. 1,—4.3 and wor- 
Shipping tt, ver. 5,6. Il. The notice which God gave of 
this to Mofes, who was now in the mount with bim, ver. 
7, 8.3 and the fentence of his wrath againft them, ver. 9, 
10. ITIL. The tntercefion which Mofes immediately made 
Sor them in the mount, ver. 11,—13.; and the prevalency 
of that interceffion, ver. 14. IV. His coming down from 
the mount, when he became an eye-witne/s of their tdola- 
try, Ver. 15;—19.: In detefation of which, and a juft in- 
dignation at it, be broke the tables, ver. 19.3; and burnt 
the golden calf, ver. 20. WV. The examination of Aaron 
about it, ver. 21,;—24. WI. Execution done upon the 
ringleaders in the :dolairy, ver. 25;—29. VII. The fur- 
_ ther interceffion Mafes made for them, to turn away the 
wrath of God from them, ver. 30,—32.; and a reprieve 
granted thereupon, referving them for a further reckon- 
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@ ND when the people faw that Mofes de- 
f-\ layed to come down out of the mount, the 
people gathered themfelves together unto- Aa- 
ron, and faid unto him, Up, make us gods 
which fhall go before us: for as for this Mofes, 
the man that brought us up out of the land of 
Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. 2 
And Aaron faid unto them, Break off the gold- 
en ear-rings which are in the ears of your wives, 
of your fons, and of your daughters, and bring 
them unto me. 3 And all the people brake off 
the golden ear-rings which were in their ears, 
and brought them unto Aaron. 4 And he re- 
ceived them at their hand, and fafhioned it with 
a graving-tool, after he had made it a molten 
calf: and they faid, Thele be thy gods, O Ifrael, 
which brought thee up out of the land of E- 
gypt.. 5 And when Aaron faw zt, he built an 
altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, 
and faid, To-morrow 7s a feaft to the Lorp. 6 
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And they rofe up early on the morrow, and of. 
fered burnt-offerings, and brought. peace-ofler- 


ings: and the people fat down to eat and to 
drink, and rofe up to play. . pe 
While Mofes was in the mount, receiving the law from. 
God, the people had time to meditate’upon what had been de- 
livered, and prepare themfelves for what: was. further to be re- 
vealed, and forty days was little enough for that work; but 
inftead of that, there were thofe among them that were con- 
triving how to break the laws they had already received, and 
to anticipate thofe they were in expeétation of...On the thirty- 
ninth day of the forty, the plot broke out, of rebellion againft 
the Lord. 


Here is, Fir, A tumultuous addrefs which the people madé 7 


to Aaron, who was intrufted with the government in the ab- 
fence of Mofes, ver. 1. Up, make us gods which fall go before 
us, (1.) See the ill effets of Mofes’ abfence from them; if 
he had not had God’s call both to go and ftay, he had not been 
altogether free from blame. Thofe that have the charge of 
others, as magiftrates, minifters, and mafters of families, ought 


_ not, without juft caufe, to abfent themfelves from their charge, 


left Satan. get advantage thereby. '(2.) See the fury and vio- 
lence of a multitude, when they are iofluenced and corrupted 
by fuch as he in wait to deceive. Some few, it is likely were 
at firft poffefled with this humour; while many who would 


_ never have thought of it, if zhey had not put it in their hearts, 


were brought to follow their pernicious ways; and-prefently 
fuch a multitude were carried down this ftream, that the few 
who abhorred the propofal, durft not‘fo much as enter theit 
proteftation againft it. Behold haw great a matter a litle fre 
hindles ! 4G : de 

Now what was the matter with this giddy multitude? —. 


_[1.] They were weary of waiting for the promifed land. 


They thought themfelves detained too long at mount Sinai: 
Though there they lay very fafe and very eafy, well fed, and 


well taught, yet they were undone tobe going forward: They had - 


a God that ftaid with them, and manifefted his prefence with 
them by the cloud: But that would not ferve, they muft have 
a god to go before them; they are for haftening to the land 


| flowing wiih milk and honey, and cannot {tay to take their re- | 


ligion along with them. Note, Thofe that would anticipate 
God’s counfels, are commonly precipitate in their own. | We 
muft firft wait for God’s law, before we catch at his promi+ 
fes. He that believeth doth not make hafte ; not. more hafte 
than good f{peed. eas 

[2.] They were weary of waiting for the return of Mofes. 
When he went up into the mount, he had not told them ; for 
God had not told him how long he muft ftay: And-therefore 
when he had out-ftaid their time, though they were every way 
well provided for in his abfence, fome ill people advanced, I 
know not what furmifes concerning his delay: 4s for this Mo- 
Jes, the man that brought us up. out of Egypt, we wot not what 
is become of him. Obferve, tf, How flightly they fpeak of 
his perfon: This Mofes. Thus ungrateful are they to Mofes, 
who had fhewed fuch a tender concern for them; and thus 
do they walt contrary :to God. While God delights to put 
honour upon him, they delight to put contempt upon him 3 and 
this to the face of Aaron, his brother, and now his viceroy. 
Note, The greateft merits cannot fecure men. from the greateft 
indignities and affronts in this ungrateful world. 2d/y, How 


fufpicious they {peak of his delay: We wot not what is be- 


come of him. ‘Fhey thought he was either con/umed by ‘the 


devouring fire, or {tarved for want of food; as if that God who 


keeped and fed them that were fo unworthy, would not take 


care for the protection and fupply of Mofes his fayourite. Some 


of 


a 


Chap. XX XII. 


of them that were willing to think well of Moles, perhaps fug-. 
gelted that he was tranflated to heaven, like Enoch ; while o- 
thers that cared not how ill they thought of him, infiouated 
that he had out-run his undertaking, as unable to go on with 
it, and was returned to his father in-law, to keep his flock. All 
thefe fuggeftions"were perfectly groundlefs and abfurd; nothing 
could be more fo. It was eafy to tell what was become of him: 
He was feen go into the cloud, and the cloud he went into 
was {till feen by all Ifrael upon the top of the mount; they had 
all the reafon in the world to conclude that he was fafe there : 
Tf the Lord had been pleafed to kill him, he would not have 
fhewed him fuch favours as thefe. If he tarried long, it was 
becaufe God had a great deal to fay to him for their good : 
He refided upon the mount as thetr ambaffador ; and he would 
certainly return, as foon as he had finifhed the bufinefs he went 
upon: And yet they make this the colour for their wicked 
propofal, We wat not what is become of him. Note, 1. Thofe 
that are refolved to think ill, when they have ever fo much rea- 
fon to think well, commonly pretend that they know not what 
to think. 2. Mifreprefentations of our Redeemer’s delays, is 
the occafion of a great deal of wickednefs. Our Lord Jefus 
is gone up into the mount of glory, where he is appearing in 
the prefence of God for us, but out of our fight ; the heavens 
muft contain him, mutt conceal him, that we may live by faith : 
There he has been /ong, there he is yet. Hence unbelievers 
fuggelt, that they vot not what is become of bim; and afk, 
Where is the promife of his coming? 2 Pet. iti. 4.3 as if, be- 
caufe he is not come yet, he would never come. The wicked 
fervant emboldens himfelf in his impieties with this confidera- 
tion, My Lord delays his coming. 3. Short-fpiritednefs and 
wearinefs of waiting, betrays us to a great many temptations. 
This began Saul’s ruin: He ftaid for Samuel to the laft hour 
‘of the time appointed, but had not patience to ftay that hour, 
1 Sam. xiii. 11, 14. ~So Ifrael here, if they could but have 
{taid one day longer, would have feen what was become of 
Mofes. The Lord is a God of Fudgment, and muft be waited 
for till he comes ; waited for, though he tarry: And then we 
fhall not lofe our labour; for he that fhall come, will come, and 
will not tarry. ; 
[3.] They were weary of waiting for a divine inftitution of 
religious worfhip among them; for that was the thing they 
- were now in expectation of. They were told, that they mutt 
Serve God in. this mountain ; and fond: enough they would be 
ef the pomp and ceremony of it: But becaufe that was not ap- 
pointed them fo {oon as they wi/bed, they would fet their own wits 
on work to devife figns of God’s prefence with them, and would 
gloryin them, and have a worfhip of their own invention, probably 
fuchasthey had feen among the Egyptians ; for Stephen faith, that 
when they faid unto Aaron, “ Make us- gods,” they did in heart 
turn back into Egypt, Aé&s vii. 39, 40. This was a very, 
ftrange motion, Up, make us gods. If they wot not what was 
become of Mofes, and thought him loft, it had been decent 
for them: to have appointed a folemn: mourning for him for cer- 
tain days ; but fee how foon fo great a benefattor is forgotten. 
If they had faid, “ Mofes is loft, make us a governor,’’ there 
had been fome fenfe in it, though a great deal of ingratitude 
to the memory of Mofes, and contempt of Aaron and Hur, 
who were left lords juftices in his abfence ; but to fay, “ Mo- 
fes is loft, make us a god,” was the greateft abfurdity imagina- 
ble. Was Mofes their God? Had he ever pretended to be 
fo? Whatever was become of Mofes, was it not evident be- 
yond contradiction, that God. was ftill with them? And had 
they any room to queftion his /eading of their camp, who vidu- 


alled it {0 well every day? Could they have any other god 


that would provide fo well for them.as he had done; nay, as 
he now did? ‘a yet, “ Make us gods which frall go before us." 
Vou. de «”, (sci . 
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Gods !4 How many would they have? Is not one fufficient? 
Make us god: ! And what good would gods of their own ma- 
king do them? They muft have fuch gods to go before them, 
as could not go’ themfelves further than they were carried. 

So wretchedly befotted and intoxicated are idolaters ; they are 
mad upon their idols, Jer. 1. 38. 

Secondly, Here is the demand which, Aaron makes of their 
jewels thereupon, ver. 2. ‘ Bring me your golden ear-rings.” 
We do not find that-he faid one word to difcountenance their. 
propofal ; did not reprove their infolence, did not reafon with. 

-them, to convince them of the fin and folly of it; but feemed to 
approve the motion, and fhewed himfelf not unwilling-to humour. 
them in it. One would hope, he defigned at firft only to make, 
a jeft of it; and bydbttme up a ridiculous image among them,. 
to expofe the moti an Lihew them the folly of it. But if” 
fo, it proved ilbjelting wath’ fin, and of dangerous confequence, 
with the unwary fly, to’ play about the candle. Some chari- 
tably fuppofe, that when Aaron bid them break off their ear- 
rings, and bring him thofe, he did it with defign to crufh the, 
propofal ; believing, that though their covetoufnefs would have. 
let them /avi/b gold out of the bag to make an idol of, Ifa. xlvi. 
6. yet their pride would not have fuffered them to part with 
their golden ear-rings. But it is not fafe to try how far mens 
finful luft will carry them in a finful way, and what expence. 
they will be at: It proved here a dangerous experiment. 

Thirdly, Here is the making of the golden calf, ver. 3, 4... 
(1.) The people brought in their ear-rings to Aaron; whofe 
demand of them, in{tead of difcouraging the motion, perhaps- 
did rather gratify their fuperftition, and beget in them a fancy,. 
that the gold taken from their ears would be the moft accepta- 
ble, and would make a god the moft valuable. Let their rea- 
dinéfs to part with their rings to make an idol of, fhame us. 
out of our niggardlinefs in the fervice of the true Ged. Did 
they not ftick at the charge, of their. idolatry, and fhall we 
grudge the expences of our religion, or ftarye fo good a caufe? 
(2.) Aaron melted. down their. rings; and having a mould 
prepared for the purpofe, poured the melted gold into it, and 
then. produced it‘in the fhape of an. ox or ca/f,. giving it fome 

; finifhing ftrokes: with a graving-tool, Some think, Aaron chofe 
this figure for a fign or token of the Divine Prefence, becaufe 
he thought the head and horns of an ox a proper emblem of 
the Divine power ; and yet being fo plain and common a thing, 
he hoped the people. would not be fo fottith. as to.worfhip it. 
But it is likely, they had Jearned of. the Egyptians thus to re+ 
prefent the Deity :’ For it is faid, Ezek. xx. 8. They did not 
Sforfake the idols of Egypt ; and chap. xxiii. 8. Meither left she 
her whoredoms brought. from Egypt. Thus they changed their - 
glory into the fimilitude of an.ox, V{al. cvi. 20.; and proclaimed . 
their own folly beyond that of other idolaters, who-.worfhipped . 
the hoft of heaven. 

Fourthly, Having made the calf ir Horeb, “they worfbipped * 
the graven image, Pfal. cvi.. 19. (1.) Aaron feeing the peo- 
ple fond of their calf, was willing yet further to honour them 3. 
and he built an altar: before it, and. proclaimed a feaft to the 
honour of it, ver. 5. a feaft of dedication. Yet he calls it 2 
feaft to Fehovah: For as brutith as they were, they did not 
imagine that this image was itfelf a god, nor did they defign 
to terminate their adoration in the. image ; but they made it: 
for a reprefentation of the true God, whom they. intended to 
worfhip in and through this image: And yet: this did not ex. 
cufe them from. grofs idolatry, no more:than it will excafe the: 
Papifts, whofe plea it is, That they do not worfhip the image, 
but God. by the image; fo, making themfelves juft fuch idola- 
laters as the worfhippers, of the golden calf, whofe feaft was ¢ 
feaft to Fehovab, and proclaimed to be fo, , that the moft igno- 
rant and unthinking might.not miftake it.. (2.), The. people 
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are forward enough to célebrate this feaft, ver. 6. Thy rofe 
ap early on the morrow, to thew how well pleafed they were 
with the folemnity ; and, according to the ancient rites of wor- 
thip, they offered facrifice to this new-made deity, and then 
feafted upon the facrifice. Thus having, at the expence of 
their ear-rings, made their god, they endeavour, at the expence 
of their beafts, to make this god propitious. Had they offered 
thefe facrifices immediately to Jehovah, without the interven- 
tion of an image, they might (for ought I know) have been 
accepted, Exod. xx. 24.; but having fet up an image before 
them as a fymbol of God’s prefence, and fo changed the truth 
of God into a lie, thefe facrifices were an abomination, nothiag 
could be more fo. When this idolatry of theirs is fpoken of 
in the New Teftament, the account of their feaft upon the fa- 
crifice is quoted and referred to, 1 Cor. x. 7. They fat down 
to eat and drink of the remainder of what was facrificed, and 
then rofe up to play; to play the fool, to play the wanton. 
Like god, like worfhip. They would not have made a calf 
their god, if they had not firft made their belly their god ; but 
when the god was a je/?, no marvel the fervice was /port : Be- 
ing vain in their imaginations, they became vain in their wor- 
fhip ; fo great was this vanity. 

Now, 1. Lt was ftrange that any of the people, efpecially fo 

_great a number of thetn, fhovld do fuch a thing, Had they 
not but the other day, in this very place, heard the voice of 
the Lord God {peaking to them out of the midft of the fire, 
Thou ral not make to thyfelf any graven image ? Had they not 
heard the thunder, feen the lightnings, and felt the earthquake, 
with the dreadful pomp of which this law was given? Had 
they not been particularly cautioned not to make gods of gold? 
Exod. xx. 23. Nay, had they not themfelves folemnly en- 
tered into covenant with God, and promifed, That all that 
which he faid unto them they would do, and would be obedient ? 
chap. xxiv. 7.3 and yet before they ftirred from the place 
where this covenant had been folemnly ratified, and before the 
cloud was removed from the top of Mount Sinai, thus to break 
an exprefs command, in defiance of an exprefs threatening, that 
this iniquity foould be vifited upon them and their children, what 
fhall we think of it? It is a plain indication, that the law was 
no more able to fandify than it was to ju/fify ; by it is the know- 
ledge of fin, but not the cure of it. This is intimated in the em- 
phafis laid upon the place where this fin was committed, ( Pfal. 
evi. 19.) They made a calf in Horeb, the very place where the 
law was given: It was otherwife with thofe that received the 
vofpel, they immediately turned from idols, 1 Theff. i.-9. 

2. It was efpecially {trange that Aaron fhould be fo deeply 
concerned in this fin ; that he fhould make the calf, and pro- 
claim the feaft! Is this Aaron the faint of the Lord? the bro- 
ther of Mofes, his prophet that could /peak fo well? Exod. iv. 
14. And yet fpeaks not one word againft this idolatry. Is 
this he that had not only /een, but had been employed, in fum- 
moning the plagues of Egypt, and the judgments executed upon 
the gods of the Egyptians? What! and yet himfelf copying 
out the abandoned idolatries of Egypt? With what face could 
they fay, Thefe are thy gods, that brought thee up out of Egypt, 
when they thus bring the idolatry of Egypt (the worft thing 
there) along with them? Is this Aaron who had been with 
Mofes in the mount, Exod. xix. 24.—xxiv. 9. and knew 
there was zo manner of fimilitude {een there by which they might 
make an image? Is this Aaron, who was intrufted with the 
cate of the people in the abfence of Mofes, is he aiding and a- 
betting in this rebellion againft the Lord ? How was it poflible 
he fhould eyer do fo ill a thing? Either he was ftrangely firr- 
prifed into it, aad did it when he was balf afleep; or he was 
frighted into it by the outrages of the rabble. The Jews have 


a tradition, that his colleague Hur oppofing it, the people fell - 
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upon him and ftoned him, and therefore we never read of him 
after; and that this frightened Aaron into a compliance: And 
God left bim to himfelf, (1.) To teach us what the beft of 
men are when they are fo left, that we may cea/e from man,’ 
and that he that thinks he flands, may take heed left he fail. (2.) 
Aaron was at this time deftined by the divine appointment to 
the great office of the priefthood ; though he knew it not, Mo» 
fes in the mount did: Now left he fhould be Zfied up above 
meafure with the honours that were to be put upon him, a mef- 
fenger of Satan was fuffered to prevail over him, that the remem- 
brance thereof might keep him humble all his days. He that 
had once’ fhamed himfelf fo far as to build an altar to a golden 
calf, mult own himfelf altogether unworthy of the honour of 
attending at the altar of God, and purely indebted to free grace 
for it. ‘Thus pride and boafting were for ever filenced, and a 
good effeét brought out of a bad caufe. By this likewife it was 
thewed, that the law made them priefts which had infirmity, and 
needed jirft to offer for their own fins. 

44 And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Go, get 
thee down : for thy people which thou brought- 
eft out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted 
themfelves. % They have turned afide quickly 
out of the way which I commanded them: they 
have made them a molten calf, and have wor- 
fhipped it, and have facrificed thereunto, and 
faid, Thefe be thy gods, O Ifrael, which have 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 9 
And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, I have feen this 
people, and behold, it iy a ftiff-necked people. 
to Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath’ 
may wax hot again{t them, and that I may con- 
fume them: andI will make of thee a great 
nation. 41 And Mofes befought the Lorp his 
God, and faid, Lorn, why doth thy wrath wax 
hot againft thy people, which thou haft brought 
forth out of the land of Egypt, with great pow- 
er, and witha mighty hand? 12 Wherefore 
fhould the Egyptians fpeak, and fay, For mif- 
chief did he bring them out, to flay them in the 
mountains, and to confume them from the face 
of the earth? Turn from thy fieree wrath, and 
repent of this evil againft thy people. 13 Re- 
member Abraham, Ifaac, and Ifrael thy fer- 
vants, to whom thou fwareft by thine own felf, 
and faidft unto them, I will multiply your feed 
as the ftars of heaven, and all this land that I 
have {poken of, will 1 give unto your feed, and 
they {iall inherit z¢ forever. 14 And the Lorp 
repented. of the evil which he thought to do un= 
to his people. Sh 

Here, Firf, God acquaints Mofes with what was a-doing. 
in the camp while he was abfent, ver. 7, 8. He could have 
told him fooner, as foon as the firft ftep was taken towards it, 
and have haftened him down to preveni it: But he fuffered it 
to come to this height, for wife and hvly ends ; and then fent 
him down to punifh it. Note, It is no reproach to the holi- 
nefs of God, that he fuffers fin to be committed, fince he knows 
not only how to’ veftrain it when-he pleafeth, bythow to make 
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it ferviceable to the defigns of his own glory. Obferve what 
God here faith to Mofes concerning this fin; (1.) That they 
had corrupted themfelves. Sin is the corruption or depravation 
of the finner, and it is a felf-corzuption: Every man is tempted, 
when he is drawn afide of his own lufl. (2.) That they had 
turned afide out of the way. Sin is a deviation, from the way 
of our duty into a by-path: When they promifed to do all 
that God fhould command them, they {et out as fair as could 
be; but now they miffed their way, and turned afide. (3.) 
That they had turned afide quickly ; quickly after the law was 
given them, and they had promifed to obey it ; quickly after 
God had done fuch great things for them, and declared his 
kind intentions to do greater: They foon forgat his works. To 
fall into fin guickly after we have renewed our covenants with 
God, or received fpecial mercy from him, is very provoking. 
(4.) He tells him particularly what they had done: They 
have made a calf, and worfbipped it. Note, 'Thofe fins which 
are concealed from our governors, are naked and open before 
God. He fees that which they cannot difcover, nor is any 
of the wickednefs in the world hid from him. We could not 
bear to fee the thoufandth part of that provocation which God 
fees every day, and yet &ceps filence. (5.) He feems to difown 
them, in faying to Mofes, They ate thy people, which thou 
broughtef? up out of the land of Egypt: qed. “ I will not own 
any relation to them, or concern for them; let it never be faid 
they are my people, or that I brought them out of Egypt.” 
Note, Thofe that corrupt themfelves, not only fhame themfelves, 


but even make God himfelf afhamed of them, and of his kind- | 


nefs to them. (6.) Hefends him down to them with all fpeed: 
Go, get thee down. We muft break off even his communion 
with God, to go and do his duty, as a magiftrate, among the 
people; fo muft Jofhua, chap. vii. ro. 
tiful in its feafon. 


Secondly, He exprefleth his difpleafure againft Ifrael for this | 


fin, and the refolves of his juftice to cut them off, ver. g, 19. 


{1.) He gives this people their true charagter: Jt is a fliffneck- | 
ed people ; unapt to come under the yoke of the divine law, | 


and governed as it were by a fpirit of contradi€tion ; averfe to 


_all good, and prone to that which is'evil; obftinate to the me- | 
thods of cure and condua&. Note, The righteous God not | 


only fees what we do, but what we are; not only the actions 


of our lives, but the difpofition of our fpirits; and hath an eye | 
(2.) He declares what was. | 
their juft defert: That his wrath fhould wax hot againff them, — 


to them in all his proceedings. 


fo as to confitme them at once, and blot out their names from un- 
der beawen, Deut. ix.14.3.niot only caft them out of covenant, 
but chafe ther out of the world. Note, Sin expofeth us ta 


the wrath of God; and that wrath, if it be not allayed by. | 


Divine mercy,will burn us up as ftubble. It were juft with 
God to let the law have its courfe againft finners, and to cut 


them off immediately in the very act of fin; and if he fhould- 
~ do fo, it would be neither lofs nor difhonour to him. 
“He fpeaks Mofes fair not to intercede for them: Therefore let 


(3:) 


me alone. What did Mofes, or what could he do, to hinder 


God’ from confuming them? When God refolves to abandon’ 
a people, and the decree of ruin is gone forth, no interceflion - 
But God would. 
thus exprefs the greatnefs of his juft difpleafure againft them, . 


can prevent it, Ezek. xiv. 14. Jer. xv. 1. 


after the manner of men, who would have none to intercede 


for thofe they refolve to be fevere with. . Thus alfo he would - 


put an honour upon prayer ; intimating, that nothing but the 


interceflion of Mofes could fave them from ruin, that he might - 
be a type of Chrift, by whofe. mediation alone God would: re-. 


concile the world unto himfelf. "That the intercefhon of Mofes 
might appear the more illuftrious, God fairly offers him, That 


if-he would not interpofe in thjs matter, he would make of him. 
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a great nation; That either in procefs of time he would raife 
up a people out of his Joins, or that he would prefently by fome 
means or other bring another great nation under his government 
and conduét, fo that he fhould be no lofer by their ruin. Had 
Mofes been of a narrow felfith fpirit, he would have clofed 
with this offer; but he prefers the falvation of Ifrael before the 
advancement of his own family. Here was a man fit to bea 
governor. 

Thirdly, Mofes earneftly intercedes with God on their be- 
half, ver. 11,—13- He befought the Lord his God. If God 
would not be called the God of L/rael, yet he hoped he might 
addrefs to him as Ais own God. What intereft we have at the 


| throne of grace, we fhould improve it for the church of God, 


and for our friends. 

Now Mofes is flanding in the gap, to turn away the wrath of ~ 
God, Pfal. evi. 23. He wifely took the hint which God gave 
him, when he faid, Let me alone; which though it feemed to - 
forbid his interceding, did really encourage it, by fhewing what 
power the prayer of faith hath with God. In fuch a cafe, 
God wonders if there be no interceffor, Ha. lix. 16. Obfetve, 

[x.] His prayer, ver. 12. Zurn from thy fierce wrath ; 
not as.if he thought God were not ju/fly angry, but he begs 
that he would not be fo greatly angry as to confume them. Let 
mercy rejoicé againft judgment, repent of this evil, change the 
fentence of deftru¢tion into that of correéticn. 

[2-] His pleas. He fills his mouth with arguments, not to 
move God, but to exprefs his own faith, and to excite his own 
fervency in prayer. He urgeth, (1.) God’s intereft in them, 
and the great things he had already done for them, and the 
vaft expence of favours and miracles he had been at upon them, 
ver. 11. God had faid to Mofes, ver. 7. “ They are thy peo- 
ple, which thou broughteft up out of Egypt:’? But Mofes humbly 
turns them back upon God again, “ ‘hey are zhy people; thou 
att their Lord and Owner, am but their fervant; thou drought 
eft them forth out of Egypt, Twas but the inftrument in thy 
hand; that was done in order to their deliverance, which thou 
only couldft do.” Though their being Ais people was a reafon 
why ‘he fhould be angry with them for fetting up another god, — 
yet it was a reafon why he fhould not be angry with them fo 
as. to confume them. Nothing more natural than for a father 
to correct his fon, but nothing more unnatural than for a father 
to flay his fon. And as the relation is a good plea, “ ‘They 
are thy people ;” {o is*he experience they had of his kindnefs 
to them, “ Thou broughte/t them out of Egypt,” though they 
were unworthy, and had there /erved the gods of the Egyptians, 
Jot: xxive 14, 15...1f thou didft that for them, notwith{tand- 
ing their fins in Egypt, wilt thou undo it for their fins of the 
fame nature in the wildernefs? (2.) He pleads the concern of . 
God's glory, ver. 12.. Wherefore fhould the Egyptians fay, For 
mifchief did'he bring them out ? Mrael is dear to Mofes as his 
kindred, as his charge; but it is the glory of God that he is | 
moft concerned for; that lies nearer his heart than any thing 
elfe... If Ifrael could perifh without any reproach to God's 
name, Mofes could -perfuade himfelf to fit.down contented; but 
he cannot bear to hear God reflected on, and therefore this he 
infifts upon, Lord, what will the Egyptians fay ? Their eyes, 
and the eyes of all the neighbouring nations, were now upon 
Ifrael ; from the wondrous. beginnings. of that people, they rai- 
fed their expectations of fomething great in-the latter end: But 
if a people fo ftrangely faved, fhould be fuddenly- ruined, what » 
‘would the world fay of it, :efpecially the Egyptians, that have 
fuch an implacable hatred. both: to. Ifrael, “and to the God of 
‘frael? They will fay, God was either weak and could.not, or 
fickle and would not, complete the falvation he begua; that he 
brought them forth to that mountain, not to facrifice (as was 
pretended) but to he facrificed. They will not -confider the 
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provocation given by Ifrael, to jultify the proceeding ; but will 
think it caufe enough for triumph, that God and his people 
could not agree, but that their God had done that which they 
would have done. Note, The glorifying of God’s name, as it 
ought to be our firft petition, (it is fo in the Lord’s prayer,) 
fo it ought to be our great plea, Pfal. Ixxix.g. Do not difgrace 
the throne of thy glory; Jer. xiv. 21. and fee Jer. xxxiii. 8, 9. 
And if we would with comfort plead this with God, as a rea- 
fon why he fhould not deffroy us, we ought to plead it with 
ourfelves as a reafon why we fhould not offend him 3 What will 
the Egyptians fay? We ought always to be very careful that 
the name of God and his doétrine be not b/a/phemed through 
us. (3-) He pleads God’s promife to the patriarchs, that he 
would multiply their feed, and give them the land of Canaan 
for an inheritance ; and this promife confirmed by an oath, an 
oath by himfelf, fince he could {wear by no greater, ver. 13. 
God’s promifes are to be our pleas in prayer ; for what he has 
promifed he is able to perform, and the honour of his truth 
is engaged for the performance of it. Lord, if Ifrael be cut 
off, what will become of the promife? Shail their unbelief make 
that of no effect? God forbid! Thus we mutt take our encou- 
ragement in prayer from God only. - 

Fourthly, God gracioufly abates of the rigour of the fentence, 
4nd repented of the evil he thought to do, ver. 14. Though 
he defigned to puni/h them, yet he would not ruin them. See 
here, (1.) The power of prayer: God fuffers himfelf to be 
prevailed with by the humble believing importunity of intercef- 
fors. _(2.) The compaffion of God towards poor finners, and 
how ready he isto forgive. Thus he hath given other proof 
befides his own oath, that he had no pleafure in the death of 
them that die; for he not only pardons upon the repentance 
-of finners, but fpares and reprieves upon the interceflion of o- 
thers for them. 


15 4 And Mofes turned, and went down 
from the mount, and the two tables of the tefti- 
“mony were in his hand: the tables were writ- 
ten on both their fides; on the one fide and on 
the other were they written. 
bles were the work of God, and the writing was 
the writing of God, graven upon the tables. 17 
And when Jofhua heard the,noife of the peo- 
ple as they {houted, he faid unto Mofes, There 
zs a noife of war in the camp. 18 And he faid, 
ft is not the voice of them that fhout for mafte- 
ry, neither zs zt the voice of them that cry for 
being overcome: but the noife of them that 
fing, dol hear. 19 And it came to pafs as 
foon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he 
faw the calf and the dancing: And Mofes’ an- 
ger waxed hot, and he caft the tables out of his 
hands, and brake them beneath the mount. 20 
And he took the calf which they had made, 
and burnt zr in the fire, and ground i¢ to’ pow- 
der, and ftrawed 7t upon the water, and made 
the children of Irael drink of 7+. 

Here is, Firff, The favour of God to Mofes, intrufting him 
with the two tables of the teftimony, though of common f{tonc, 
yet far more valuable than ail the precious {tones that adorned 
the breaft-plate of Aaron: The topaz of Ethiopia could not e- 
qual them, ver. 14, 16. God himfeif,. without the miniftry 
either of man or angel, for ought appears, wrote the ten com- 
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mandments on thefe tables, on both their fides, fome on one ta- 
ble, and fome on the other, fo that they were folded together 
like a book, to be depofited in the ark. 

Secondly, The familiarity between Mofes and Jofhua. While 
Mofes was in the cloud, as in the prefence-chamber, Jofhua 
continued as near as he might in the anti-chamber (as it me 
waiting till Mofes came out, that he might be ready to attend 
him ; and though he was all alone for forty days, (fed, it is 
likely, with manna,) yet he was not weary of waiting as the 
people were; but when Mofes came down, he came with him, 
and not till then. And here we are told what conftrudtions 
they put upon the noife that they heard in the camp, ver. 17, 
18. Though Mofes had been fo lo long in immediate converfe 
with God, yet he did not difdain to talk freely with his fer- 
vant Jofhua. Thofe whom God advanceth he preferves from 
being puffed up. Nor did he difdain to talk of the affairs of 
the camp. Bleffed Paul was not the lefs mindful of the church 
on earth, for his having been in the third heavens, where he 
heard unfpeakable words... Jofhua, who was a military man, 
and had the command of the ¢rain-bands, feared there was a 
noife of war in the camp, and then he would be miffed ; but 
Mofes having received notice of it from God, better diftinguith- 
ed the found, and was aware that it was the voice of them that 
Jing: But it doth not appear that he told Jofhua what he knew 
of the occafion of their finging ; for we fhould not be forward. 
to proclaim mens faults, they will be known too foon. 

Thirdly, The great and juft difpleafure of Mofes againft If- 
rael for their idolatry. Knowing what to expect, he was pre- , 
fently aware of the golden calf, aud the fport the people made 
with it: He faw how merry they could be in his abfence ; 
how foon he was forgot among them; and what little thought 
they had of him and his return. He might juftly take this 
ill, as an affront to himfelf: But that was the leaft part of the 
grievance ; he refented it as an offence to God, and the fcan- 
dal of his people. See what a change it is, to come down from 
the mount of communion with God, to converfe with a world 
that Les in wickedne/s : In God we fee nothing but what is 
pure and pleafant, in the world nothing but pollution and provo- 
cation. Mofes was the meekeft man on the earth; and yet 
when he faw the calf and the dancing, his anger waxed hot. 
Note, It is no breach of the law of meeknefs, to fhew our dif- 
pleafure at the wickednefs of the wicked. Thofe-are angry 
and fin not, that are angry at_fin only, not as againft themfelves, - 
but as againft God. Ephefus is famous for patience, and yet 
cannot bear them which are evil, Rey. ii. 2. , It becomes us to 
be cool in our own caufe, but warm in God's. Mofes fhew- 
ed himfelf very angry, both by breaking the tables and burning 
the calf, that he miyht, by thefe expreffions of a {trong paflion, . 
awaken the people to a fenfe of the greatnefs of the fin they 
had been guilty of, which they would have been ready to make 
light of, if he had not thus fhewed his refentments, as one in 
earne(t for their conviction. 

[1.] To convince them that they had forfeited and loft the 
favour of God,-he broke the tables, ver. 1g: Though God 
knew of their fin before Mofes came down, yet he did not 
order him to leave the tables behind him, but gave them him 
to take down in his hand, that the people might fee how for- 
ward God was to take them into covenant with himfelf, and 
that nothing but their own fin prevented it; but then pat it in- 
to his heart, when the iniquity of Ephraim was difcovered, (as 
the exprefhion is, Hof. vii. 1.) to dreak the tables before their 
eyes, (as it is, Devt. ix. 17.) that the fight of it might the 
more affect them, and fill them with confufion, when they faw 
what bleflings they had loft. Thus, they being guilty of fo no- 
tor.ous an infraction of the treaty now on toot, the writings were 
toin then when they lay ready to be fealed. Note,The great- 
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veft fign of God’s difpleafure againft any perfon or people, is his 


taking of bis law from them. The breaking of the tables is 
the breaking of the /laff of Jeauty and bands, (Zech. xi. 10, 14.) 3 
it leaves a people unchurched, and undone. Some think, Mo- 
fes finned in breaking the tables ; and obferve, that when men 
are angry, they are in danger of breaking all God's command- 
ments: But it rather feems to be an act of juftice than of paf- 
fion, and we do not find that he himfelf {peaks of it afterwards 
(Deut. ix. 17.) with any regret. 
[2.] To convince them that they had betaken themfelves 
to a god that could not help them, he burnt the calf, ver. 20.5 
_-melted it down, and then filed it to duft; and that the powder 
to which it was reduced might be taken notice of throughout 
the camp, he frawed it upon that water which they all drank 
of, That it might appear that an idol is nothing in the world, 
(a Cor. viii. 4.) he reduced this to atoms, that it might be as 
near nothing as could be: And to fhew that falfe gods cannot. 
‘help their worthippers, he here fhewed that this could not fave 
‘itfelf, Ifa. xlvi.1,2.: And to teach us that all the relics of ido- 
Jatry ought to be abolifhed, and that the names of Balaam fhould 
be taken away, the very duit to which it was ground, was {cat- 
tered. Filings of gold are precious, (we fay,) and therefore 
are carefully gathered up; but the filings of the golden calf were 
edious, and mutt be f{cattered with deteftation. Thus the idols 
_of filver dnd gold muft be caft to the moles and to the bats, 
Ifa. ii. 20. & xxx. 22.3 and Ephraim fhall fay, What have I 
to do any more with idols ? His mixing this powder with their 
drink, fignified to-them, that the curfe they had hereby brought 
upon themfelyes would mingle itfelf with all their enjoyments, 
and embitter them ; it would enter into their bowels like wa- 
ter, and like oil into their bones. The back/lider in heart /ball 
be filled with his own ways ; he fhall drink as he brews. Thefe 
were indeed waters of Marah. 

21 And Mofes faid unto Aaron, What did 
this people unto thee, that thou haft brought fo 
great a fin upon them? 22 And Aaron faid, Let 
not the anger of my lord wax hot: thou know- 
eft the people that they are /e¢ on mifchief. 
23 For they faid unto me, Make us gods, which 

fhall go before us: for as for this Mofes, the 
man that brought us up out of the land of E- 
gypt, we wot not what is become of him. 24 
And I faid unto them, Whofoever hath any 
gold, let them break 7t off: fo they gave it me: 
then I caft it into the fire, and there came out 
this calf. 25 4 And when Mofes faw that the 
people were naked (for Aaron had made them 
naked unto their fhame, amongft their enemies :) 
26 Then Mofes ftood in the gate of the camp, 
and faid, Who is on the Lorn’s fide? Jet him 
come unto me. And all the fons of Levi gather- 
ed themfelves together unto him. 27 And he 
faid unto them, Thus faith the Lorp God of 
Hrael, Put every man his fword by his fide, and 
go in and out from gate to gate throughout the 
camp, and flay every man his brother, and e- 
very man his companion, and every man his 
neighbour. 28 And the children of Levi did 
according to the word of Mofes: and there fell 
of the people that day about three thoufand 
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men. 29 For Mofes had faid, Confecrate your- 
felves to-day to the Lorn, even every man up- 
on his fon, and upon his brother; that he may 
beftow upon you a bleffing this day. 


Mofes having fhewed his juft indignation againft the fin of 
Ifrael, by breaking the tables, and burning the calf, he now 
proceeds to reckon with the finners, and to call them to an 
account; herein aéting as God’s reprefentative, who is not on- 
ly a holy God, and hates fin, but a ju/? God, and is engaged in 
honour to punifh it, Ifa. lix. 18. Now, 

I. He begins with Aaron, as God began with Adam, be- 
caufe he was the principal perfon, though not firft in the tranf 
greflion, but drawn into it. Obferve here, 

Firft, The juft reproof Mofes gives him, ver, 21. He doth 
not order him to be cut off; as thofe, (ver. 27.) that had been 
the ringleaders in the fins Note, A great deal of difference 
will be made between thofe that prefumptuoufly rufh into fin, 
and thofe that through infirmity are furprifed into it; between 
thofe that overtake the fault. that flies from them, and thofe 
that are overtaken in the fault they flee from: See Gal. vi. 1. 
Not but that Aaron deferved to have been cut off for this fin; 
and had been fo, if Mofes had not interceded particularly for 
him, as appears, Deut. ix. 20.; and having prevailed with 
God for him to fave him from ruin, he here expoftulates 
with him, to bring him to repentance. He puts Aaron upon 
confidering, (1.) What he had done to this people: Thou 
haft brought fo great afin upon them. The fin of idolatry is a 
great fin; fo great a fin as cannot be expreffed. The people, 
as the firft movers, might be faid to bring the fin upon Aaron; 
but he being a magiftrate, who fhould have fupprefled it, and 
yet aiding and abetting in it, might truly be faid to dring it 
upon them, becaufe he hardened their hearts, and f{trengthened 
their hands in it. It is an ill thing for governors to Aumour 
people in their fins, and give countenance to that to which they 
fhould be a terror. Obferve in general, Thofe that bring fin 
upon others, either by drawing them into it, or encouraging 
them in it, do more mifchief than they are aware of ; we real- 
ly hate thofe whom we either dring or /uffer fin upon, Lev. 
xix. 17. Thofe that hare in fin, help to break their partners, 
and really ruin one another. (2.) What moved him to it: 
What did this people unto thee? He takes it for granted, that 
it muft needs be fomething more than ordinary that prevailed. 
with Aaron to do fuch a thing; fo infiruating an excufe for 
him, becaufe he knew that his heart was upright: What did 
they? Did they fpeak thee fair, and wheedle thee into it ; and 
durft thou difpleafe thy God to pleafe the people? Did they 
overcome thee by importunity ; and hadft thou ‘fo little refolu- 
tion left as to yield to the ftream of a popular clamour? Did 
they threaten to ftone thee ; and could{t not thou have oppo- 
fed God’s threatenings to theirs, and frightened them worfe 
than they could frighten thee? Note, We muft never be drawn 
into fin by any thing that man can fay or do unto us; for it 
will not juftify us, to fay that we were fo drawn in: Men can 
but tempt us to fin; they cannot force us: Men can but fright- 
en us if we do not comply; they cannot hurt us. 

Secondly, The frivolous excufe Aaron makes for himfelf, 
We will hope he teftified his repentance for the fin afierwards, 
better than he did now; for what he faith here hath little in 
it of the language of a penitent. Ifa juft man fall, he fhall 
rife again, but perhaps not quickly. (1.) He deprecates the 
anger of Mofes only, whereas he fhould have deprecated-God’s 
anger in the firft place: Let not the anger of my Lord wax 
hot, ver. 22. (2-) He lays all the fault upon the people: They 
are fet on mifchicf, and they faid, Make us gods. It is natural 
to us to endeavour thus to transfer our guilt; We have 1 by 
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kind ; Adam and Eve did fo: Sin is a brat that nobody is 
willing to own. Aaron was-now the chief magiftrate, and 
had power over the people ; and yet pleads that the people o- 
verpowered him: He that had authority to refirain them, yet 
had fo litle refolution as to yield to them. 3.) It is well if 
he did not intend a refleCtion upon Mofes, as acceflary to the 
fin, by ftaying fo long on the mount, in repeating without need 
that invidious furmife of the people, 4s for this Mofes, we 
wot not what is become of him, ver. 23. (4-) He extenuates 
and conceals his own fhare in the fin, as if he had only bid 
them: break off their gold that they had bout them, intending 
but to make an hafty eflay for the prefent, and to try what he 
could make of the gold that was next hand: And childifbly 
infinuates, that when he caft the gold into the fire, it came out 
either dy accident, or by the magic art of fome of the mixed 
multitude (as the Jewifh writers dream,) in this fhape; but 
‘not a word of his graviny and _fafbioning it, ver. 24. But Mo- 
fes relates to all ages what he did, ver. 4. though he himfelf 
here would not own it. Note, He that covers his fin fhall not 
profper; for fooner o? latter it will be difcovered. Well, this 
~was all Aaron had to fay for himfelf: And he had better 
have faid nothing; for his defence did but aggravate his of- 
fence: And yet he is not ony /pared, but preferred; as fin did 
abound, grace did much more abound. 

Il. The people are next to be judged for this fin. The ap- 
proach of Mofes foon fpoiled their fport; and turned their 
dancing into trembling. They that he&tored Aaron inte a 
compliance with them in their fin, durft not look Mofes in 
the face, nor make the Jeaft oppofition to the feverity which 
he thought fit to ufe both againft the idol and againft the ido- 
laters, Note, it is not impoflible to make thofe fins and fin- 
ners freak, that are moft infolent and daring. The king that 
fits upon the throne of judgment, feaitercth away all evil with his 
eyes. Obferve two things: 

iff, How they were expofed to fhame by their fin: The peo- 


ple were naked, ver. 25.: Not fo much becaufe they had fome | 


of them loft their ear-rings, that was inconfiderable; but becaufe 
they had loft their integrity, and lay under the reproach of in- 
gratitude to their beft benefactor, and a treacherous revolt from 
their rightful Lord. It was a fhame to them, and a perpetual 
blot, that they changed their glory into the fmilitude of an ox. 
Other nations boafted, that they were true to their falfe gods; 
well may Ifrael blufh for being falfe to the true God. ‘Thus 
were they made naked; {tripped of ther ornaments, end li- 
able to contempt; {tripped of their armour, and liable to 
infults. Thus our firft parents, when they had finned, be- 
came naked to their fkame. Note, Thofe that do difhonour to 
God, really bring the greateft difhonour upon themfelves. So 
Ifrael bere did: And Mofes was concerned to fee it, though 
they themfelves were not ; he faw that they were naked. 
2dly, The courfe that Mofes took to rel] .away this re- 
proach ; not by concealing the fin, or putting any falfe colour 
upon it; but by punifhing it, and fo bearing a public teftimony 
again{t it. Whenever it fhould be caft in their teeth, that they 
ad made a calf in Horeb, they might have this to fay in an- 
{wer to them that reproached them, That though it was true 
there were thofe that did /o, yet juftice was executed upon them. 
The government difallowed the fin, and fuffered not the fin- 
ners to go unpunifhed: They did /o, but they paid dear for it. 
Thus (faith God) thou thalt put the evil away, Deut. xiii. 5. 
Obferve here, 


[1.] By whem vengeance was taken: By the children of- 


Levi, ver. 26, 27. Not by the immediate hand of God him- 
felf, as on Madab and Abibu; but by the [word of man, to 
teach them, that idolatry was an iniguity to. be punifbed by the 


judge, being a denial of the God that is above, Job xxxi. 28. 
Deut. xii. 9: 


Be OLD Ue 


Tt was.to be done by the fword of their ewn. 
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brethrer, that the execution of juftice might redound more to 
the honour of the nation. And if they muft fall now into the 
hands of man, better fo than flee before theit enemies. ‘The 
innocent muft be culled out to be the executioners of the guilty, 


that it might be the more effectual warning to themfelves that . 


they did-not the like another time ; and the putting of them 
upon fuch 2h unpleafant fervice, and fo much againft the grain, 
as this muft needs be, to kill their next neighbours, was a pu- 
nifhment to them too, for not appearing fooner to prevent the 
fin and make head. againft it. ‘The Levites particularly were 
employed in doing this execution: For it fhould feem, there 
were more of them than of any other tribe that had kept them- 
felves free from the contagion; which was the more laudable, 
becaufe Aaron, the head of their tribe, was fo deeply concerp- 
ed in it. Now here we are told, 

1. How the Levites were called out to this fervice, ver. 26. 
Mofes flood in the gate of the camp, the place of judgment. 
There he di/played a Lanner, as it were, becaufe of the truth, to 
lift foldiers for God. He proclaimed, Who ts on the Lord’s 
Side? The idolaters hatt fet up the golden calf for their ftandard, 
and now Mofes fets up Ais in oppofitiontothem. Now Mofes 
clad himfelf with zeal, as witha robe ; fummons all thofe to ap- 
pear forthwith, that were on God’s fide, again{t the golden calf. 
He doth not proclaim, as Jeha, Who is on my fide? (2 Kings ix. 
32.) to avenge the indignity done to me; but, Who is on the 
Lord’s fide? It was God’s caufe that he efpoufed againft the evil- 
doers, Pfal. xciv. 16. Note, 1. There are two great intere(ts 
on foot in the world, with the one or the other of which, all 
the children of men are fiding: The intereft.of fm and wicked- 
nefs is the devil’s intereft, and all wicked people fide with 
that intereft; the intereft of truth and holinefs is God’s inte- 
reft, with which all godly people fide; and it is a cafe that- 
will not admit a neutrality. 2. It concerns us all to imquire, 
whether we be on the Lord’s fide,.or not. 3. Thofe who are 
on his fide, are comparatively but few, and fometimes feem. 
fewer than really they are. 4.-God doth fometimes call out. 
thofe that are on his fide to appear for him, as witnefles, as. 
foldiers, as interceffors. 

2. How they were commiffioned for this fervice, ver. 27.. 
Slay every man his brother; i. e. Slay all thofe that yon know: 
to have been active for the making and worfhipping of :the 
golden calf, though they were your own neareft relations: or. 
deareft friends. The crime was committed publicly ;-the Le- 
vites faw who of their acquaintance were concerned in it, and : 


therefore needed no other direction but their own knowledge, - 
whom to flay. And probably the greateft, part of thofe that~ 


were guilty, were Anown, and known to be fo, to fome or o- 
ther of the Levites who were employed in the execution. Yet: 
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it fhould feem they were to flay thofe only whom they found” _ 


abroad in the treet of the camp; for it might be hoped, that. 


thofe who were retired into their tents, were afhamed of what 


they had done, and were upon their knees repenting. Thofe 


are marked for ruin, who perfi/? im fin, and ave not afbamed of 


the abomination thes have committed, Jer. ii. 15. But how darit 


the Levites encounter fo great a body, who probably were~_ 


much: enraged by. the burning of their calf? It is eafy to ace - 


count for this: Senfe of guilt difheartened the delinquents,. 


and a divine commiffion animated the executioners. And one: | 


thing that put life into them, was, that Mofes had faid, Conj/e- 


crate yourfelves to-day to the Lord, that he maybeflow a Ueffrs : 


upon you: ‘Thereby intimating to them, that they now 


fair for preferment ; and if they would but fignalize themfelves P 


upon this occafron, it would be conftrued fuch a confecration of ° 


themfelves to God and'to his fervice, as. would put upon their © 


tribe a perpetual honour. Thofe. that confecrate themfelves } 
to the Lord, he will fet apart for himfelf. Thofe.that do the — 


duty, fhall haye the dignity ; and if we do fignal fervices for 
; . God,. 


Ob 
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God, he will beftow fpecial bleflings upon us. There was a 
blefling defigned for the tribe of Levi: Now, faith Mofes, 
Confecrate yourfelves to the Lord, that you may qualify your- 
felves to receive that bleffing. ‘The Levites were to a/i/? in 
the offering of facrifice to God, and now they muft begin with 
the offering of thefé facrifices to the honour of Divine Juftice. 
Thofe that are to minifter about holy things, muft be not only 
-fincere and ferious, but warm and zealous, bold and courage- 
ous for God and godlinefs.. Thus all Chriftians, but efpecially 
minifters, mult forfake father and mother, and prefer the fervice 
of Chrift and his intcreft, far before their neareft and deareft 
relations; whom if we Jove better than Chrift, we are not wor- 
thy of him. See how this zeal of the Leyites 13 applauded, 
Deut. xxxili. 9. 

[2.] On whom vengeance is taken: There fell of the people 
vhat day about three thoufand men, ver. 28. Probably thefe were 
but few in comparifon of the many that were guilty ; but thefe 
were the men that headed the rebellion, and were therefore 
picked out to be made examples of, for terror to all others. 
‘They that in the morning were /houting and dancing, before 
night, were dying in their own blood; fuch a fudden change 
do the judgments of God fometimes make with finners that 
are fecure and jovial in their fin; as with Belfhazzar by the 
hand-writing upon the wall! This is written for warning to 
us, 1 Cor. x. 7. Neither be ye idolaters, as were fome of them. 


30 § And it came to pafs on the morrow, that - 


Mofes'faid unto the ptople, Ye have finned a 
great fin: and now I will go up unto the Lorp; 
peradventure I fhall make an atonement for 
your fin, 31 -And Mofes returned unto the 
Lorp, and faid, Ch, this people have finned a 
great fin, and have made them gods of gold. 
32 Yet now, if thou wilt, forgive their fin: and 
if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book 
which thou haft written. 


thelefs, in the day when I vifit, I will vifit their 
fin upon them. 


Mofes having executed juftice upon the principal offenders, 


is here dealing both with the people and with God. 


Firft, With the people, to bring them to repentance, ver. 30. 
When fome were-flain, left the reft fhould imagine, that be- | 
caufe they were exempt from the capital punifhment, they were © 
therefore looked upon as free from guilt, Mofes here tells the | 
furvivors, “ Ye have finned a great fin; and therefore though — 
you have efcaped this time, except ye repent, ye foall all likewife - 
_ perifh.” "That they might not think liphtly of the fin itfelf, he — 
calls it a great fin; and that they might not thmk themfelves 


innocent, becaufe perhaps they were not all fo deeply guilty as 
fome of them that were put to death, he tells them all, 7 have 


Jfinned a great fin. "The work of minifters is to fhew people | 
their {ins and the greatne/s of their fins: You have finned, and | 


therefore you are undone ‘if your fins be not pardoned, for e- 
ver undone without a Saviour: It is < great fin, and therefore 


calls for great forrow, for it puts you in great danger. To af 
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33 And the Lorn | 
faid unto Mofes, Whofoever hath finned againtt | 
me, him will I blot out of my book. 34 | 

Therefore now go, lead the people unto che | 

- place of which I have fpoken unto thee: Be- | 

hold, mine Angel fhall go before thee: never-— 


35 And the Lorp plagued | 
the people, becaufe they made'the calf which 
' Aaron made. 
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fe& them with the greatnefs of their fin, he intimates to them 
what a difficult thing it would be to take up the quarrel which 
God had with them for it. 1. It would not be done unlefg he 
himfelf go up unto the Lord on purpofe, and give as long and 
as folemn attendance as he had done for the receiving of the 
law. And yet, 2. Even fo it was but a peradventure that he - 
fhould make atonement for them ; the cafe was extremely haz- 
atdous. This fhould convince us of the great evil there is in 
fin, That he who undertook to make atonement, found it no 
eafy thing to do it; he muft go up to the Lord with his own 
blood to make atonement. The malignity of fia appears in the 
price of pardons. : 

Yet it was fome encouragement to the people when they 


were told that they had /izned a great fin, to hear that Mofes, 


who had fo great an intereft in heaven, and fo true an affeGtion 
for them, would go up unto the Lord to make atonement for 
them. Confolation fhould go along with convi€ion; Firft 
wound, and then eal; thew firft people the greatnefs of their 
fin, and then make known to them the atonement, and give 
them hopes of mercy. Mo/es will go up unio the Lord, though 
it be but a peradventure that he fhould make atonement: Chrift, 
the great Mediator, went upon greater certainty than this; for 
he had lain in the bofom of the Father, and perfectly £aew all 
his counfels, But to us poor fupplicants, it is encouragement 
enough in prayer for particular mercies, that peradverture we 
may obtain them, though we have not an abfolute promife, 
Zeph. ti 3. Lt may be, ye fhall be hid. n our prayers for o- 
thers, we fhould be humbly earneft with God, though it is but a 
peradventure that God will give them repentance, 2, "Tim. i. 254 

Secondly, He intercedes with God for mercy ; wherein obferve, 

E1.] How pathetical his addrefs was: Mofes returned unio 
the Lord, not to receive further inftruétions about the taberna- 
cle, there were no more conferences now about that matter. 
Thus mens fins and follies make work for their friends and 
minifters, unpleafant work many times, and give great inter- 
ruptions to that work which they delight in. Mofes in this 
addrefs exprefleth, 

1. His great deteflation of the people’s fin, ver. 31. He 

fpeaks as one overwhelmed with the horror of it: Oh! this 
people have finned a great fin. God had firft told him of it, 
ver. 7. and now he tells God of it by: way of lamentation. He 
doth not call them God’s people, he knew they were unwor- 
thy to be called fo ; but this people, this treacherous ungrate- 
ful people, they have made them gods of gold. It is a great fin 
indeed to make gold our god, as they do that make it their 
hope, and fet their heart on it. He doth not go about to ex- 
cufe or extenuate the fin; but what he had faid to them by 
way of conviction, he faith to God by way of confeflion, 
“ They have finned a great fin.” We came not to make apolo- 
Jogies, but to make atonement: Lord, pardon the fin, for it is 
great, Pfal. xxv. II. 
2. His great defire of the people’s welfare, ver. 32. Yet 
now it is not too great a fin for Infinite Mercy to pardon ; and 
therefore, if thou wilt, forgive their fin: What then, Mofes? 
It is an abrupt expreflion: Zf thou wilt, I defire no more; if 
thou wilt, thou wilt be praifed, I fhall be pleafed, and abun- 
dantly recompenfed for my interceflion. It is an expreflion 
like that of the drefler of the vineyard, Luke xiii. ois hh oth 
bear fruit; or, If thou wilt forgive, is as much as, O that thou 
wouldeft forgive ! as Luke xix. 41, 42. Jf thou hadft known, 
is, O that thou hadf known! 

But, if not, if the decree be gone forth, and there is no re« 
medy but they muft be ruined; if /ufictent unto them be not this 
punifoment wiich has already been inflicted by many, ‘2 Cor. it. 
6.) but they mutt all be cut off; bot me, J pray thee, out of the 
book which thou haf wrilicn: i. e. ¢ Tf they mult be cut off, 


let 
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‘Jet me be cut off with them, and cut fhort of Canaan: If all 
Ifrael muft perifh, I am content to perifh with them ; let not 
the land of promife be mine by furvivorfhip.” This expreflion 
may be illuftrated from Ezek. xiii. g. where this is threatened 
againft the falfe prophets, They hall not be written in the 
writing of the houfe of Lfrael, neither foall they enter into the 
land of Ifrael. 
pofe, he would make of him a great nation, ver. 10. No, 
(faith Mofes) I am fo far from defiring.to fee my name and 
family built upon the ruins of Ifrael, that I will chufe rather to 
fink with them. If I cannot prevent their deftruction, let me 
not /ee it, (Numb. xi. 15.): Tet me not be written among the 
living, Va. iv. 3.; nor among thofe that are marked for pre- 
fervation ; even let me die in the laft ditch.” "Thus he expref- 
feth his tender affeGtion for the people; and is a type of the 


good Shepherd, that /ays down his life for the fhcep, John x.” 


11. who was to be cut off from the land of the living, for the 
tranfgreffion of my people, Ua. lui. 8. Dan. ix. 26. He is alfo 
an example of public-{piritednefs to all, efpecially to thofe in 
public {tations. 
the good and welfare of communities. "The matter is not 
great what comes of us and our families in this world, fo as 
it go well with the church of God, and there be peace upon I/- 
rael, Mbofes thus importunes for a pardon, and wreftles with 
God ; not prefcribing to him, “ Jf thou wilt not forgive, thou 
art either unjuft or unkind;” no, he is far from that; but, 
_ Tf not, /et me die with the Ifraelites, and the will of the Lord 
be done.” 

[2..] Obferve how prevalent his addrefs was: God would 
not, take him at his word; no he will not dlot any out of his 
book, but thofe that by their wilful difobedience have forfeited 
the honour of being inrolled in it, ver. 33.; the foul that fins 
fhall die, and not the innocent for the guilty. ‘This was alfo 
an intimation of mercy to the people, that they fhould not all 
be deftroyed in a body, but thofe only that had a hand in the 
fin. Thus Mofes gets ground by degrees: God would not 
at firft give him full affurances of his being reconciled to them, 
left, if the comfort of a_pardon were too eafily obtained, they 
fhould be emboldened to do the like again, and fhould not be 
made fenfible enough of the evil of the fin. Comforts are fuf- 
pended, that conviétions may be the deeper impreffed : Alfo, 
God would hereby exercife the faith and zeal of Mofes, 
their great interceffor. Further, in anfwer to the addrefs of 
Mofes, (1.) God promifeth to go on with his kind intention 
of giving them the land of Canaan for all this, the land he had 
fpoken to them of, ver. 34.: Therefore he fends Mofes back to 
thei to kad them though they were unworthy of him; and pro- 
mifed that his angel fhould go before them, {ome created angel, 
that was employed in the common fervices of the kingdom of. 
providence ; which intimated, that they were not to expect a- 
ny thing for the future to be done for them out of the common 
road-of providence, nor any thing extraordinary. Mofes af- 
terwards obtained a een of God’s fpecial prefence with 


them, chap. xxxili. 14, 17.3 but at prefent this was all he - 


could prevail for. (2.) Yet he threatens to remember this 
fin again{t them, when hereafter he fhould fee caufe to punifh 
them for other fins: When I vifit, I will vifit for this among 


the reft. Next time I take the rod in hand, they fhall have - 


one {tripe the more for this. From hence, the Jews have a 
faying, ‘That from henceforward no judgment fell upon Ifrael, 
‘put there was in it an ounce of the powder of the golden calf. 
I fee no ground in feripture for the opinion fome are of, that 
God would not have burdened them with fuch a multitude of 
facrifices, and other ceremonial inftitutions, if they had not:pro- 
yoked him by worfhipping the golden calf. On the:contrary, St 
Stephen faith, Phat when they made a calf, and offered facri- 
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God had told Mofes, if he would not inter- © 


All private interefts mu{t be poftponed to . 
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fice to the idol, God turned, and gave them up to awor/bip the: 
hoft of heaven, A&ts vii. 41, 42.3 So that the ftrange addiét- 
ednefs of that people to the fin of idolatry, was a juft judgment , 
upon them for making and worfhipping the golden calf, and a 
judgment they were never quite freed from till the captivity in 
Babylon; See Rom. i. 24. Note, Many, that are not prefently 
cut off in their fins, are referved for a further day of reckoning: 
Vengeance is flow, but fure. At the prefent the Lord plagued 
the people, (ver. 35.) probably by the peftilence, or fome o- 
ther infectious difeafe, which was a meflenger of God’s wrath, 
and an earneft of worfe, Aaron made the calf; and yet it is faid_ 
the people made it, becaufe they worfhipped it; Deos qui ro- 
gat ille facit. Aaron was not plagued, but the people ; for his 
was a fin of infirmity, theirs a prefumptuous fin; between 
which their is a great difference, not always difcernable to us, 
but evident to God, whofe judgment therefore we are fure is 
according to truth. ‘Thus Moles prevailed for a reprieve and. - 
a mitigation of the punifhment, but could not wholly turn away 
the wrath of God ; which (fome think) fpeaks the impofhbili-. 
ty of the law of Mofes to reconcile men to God, and to per- 
fect our peace with him. That was referved for Chrift to 
do, in whom alone it is that God fo pardons fin as to remem=. 
ber it no more. 
CHA’P. XXXIIL. 
In this chapter we have a further account of the mediation 
of Mofes between God and Ifrael, for the making up of 
- the breach that fin had made between them. 1. He brings. 
a very humbling meffage from God to them, ver. 1, 2, 39. 
5.3 which has a good effe& upon them, and helps to pre- 
pare them for mercy, ver. 4,6. 11. He fettles a correfpond- 
ence between God and them; and both God and: the peo- 
ple fignify their approbation of that correlpondence ; God 
by defcending in a cloudy pillar, and the people by wor-. 
Shipping at the tent-doors, ver. 7,—11. ILI. He zs ear- 
nefi with God, in prayer, and prevails, (1.) For a pros 
mife of bis prefence with the people, ver. 12,—17. (2+), 
For a fight of bis glory for bimfelf, ver-'18,—23.. 
ND the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Depart, and: 
go up hence, thou, and the people which. 
thou haft brought up out of the land of Egypt, , 
unto the land which I fware unto Abraham, to: 
Ifaac, and to Jacob, faying, Unto thy feed will 
I give it: 2 And I will fend an angel before. 
thee ; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the 
Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the. 
Hivite, and the Jebufite: 3 Unto a land flow-. 
ing with milk and honey: for I will not go up 
in the midft of thee, for thou art a ftiff-necked 
people ; left I confume thee in the way. 4.4 And 
when the people heard thefe evil tidings, they 
mourned: and no man did put on him his or 
naments. 5 For the Lorp had faid, unto Mofes, 
Say unto the children of Ifrael, Ye are a ftiff.. 
necked people: I will come up into the midft 
of thee in a moment, and confume thee: there-. 
fore now put off thy ornaments from. thee, that 
I may know what to do unto thee. 6 And the 
children of Ifrael ftript themfelves of their or-. 
naments, by the mount Horeb. . a 


Here is, Firft, The meffage which God fent by Mofes to 
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the children of Ifrael, fignifying the continuance of the difplea- 
fure againft them, and the ill terms they yet ftood upon with 
. God. This he mutt Jet them know, for their further mortifi- 
cation. [1.] He puts them into an iil name, by giving them 
their juft character, for a /tiff-necked people, ver. 3, 6. Go, 
- (faith God to Mofes,) go tell them that they are fo: He that 
knows them better than they know themfelves, faith fo of them. 
God would have brought them under the yoke of his law, and 
into the bond of his covenant ; but their necks were too iff to 
bow to them. God would have cured them of their corrupt 
and crooked difpofitions, and have fet them ftraight: But they 
were wilful and obftinate, and hated to be reformed, and would 
not have God to reign over them. Note, God judgeth of men 
by the temper of their minds. “We know what man doth, 
God knows what he is: We know what proceeds from man, 
God knows whatis iz man; and nothing is more difpleafing to 
him than fif-neckednefs, as nothing in children is more offen- 
Yive to their parents and teachers than {tubbornnefs. [2.] He 
tells them what they deferved: That he fhould come into the 
midft of them in @ moment, and confume them, ver. 5. ad he 
_ dealt with them according to their fins, he had taken them a- 
sway with a {wift deftruation. Note, Thofe whom God par- 
dons, muft be made to know what their fin deferved, and how 
miferable they had been if they had been unpardoned, that God’s 
mercy may be the more magnified. [3.] He bids them depart, 
and go up hence to the land of Canaan, ver. 1. This mount 
Sinai, where they now were, was the place appointed for the 
fetting up of God’s tabernacle and folemn worfhip among them. 
This was not yet done: So that in bidding them depart hence, 
God intimates that it fhould not be done, ‘ Let them go for- 
ward as they are ;” and fo it was very expreflive of God’s 
difpleafure. [4.] He turns them over to Mofes, as the people 
which he had Lrought up out of the dand of Egypt ; and leaves 
it to him to lead them to Canaan. [5.].Though he promifeth 
to make good his covenant with Abraham, in giving them Ca- 
naan ;_ yet he denies them the extraordinary tokens of his pre- 
. fence, fuch as they had hitherto been blefled with, and leaves 
them under the common conduét of Mofes their prince, and 
the common convoy af a guardian agéal: £ will fend an angel 
before thee for thy protector, otherwife the evil angels would 
foon deftroy thee ; but J will not go up in the midft of thee, left 
I confume thee, ver. 2, 3. Not as if an angel would be more 
patient and compafhonate than God; but their affronts given 
to an angel would not be proyoking as thofe given to the She- 
chinah, or Divine Mayjefly itfelf. Note, The greater privileges 
we enjoy, the greater is our danger if we do not improve them, 
cand live up to them. [6.] He fpeaks as. one that was at a 
Jofs what courfe to take with them.  Juftice faid, «¢ Cut them 
off, and confume them ;” Mercy faid, How jhall I give thee 
up, Ephraim! Hof. xi. 8. Well, faith God, put off thine or- 
naments, that Imay know what to do with thens i.e. Put 
thyfelf into the pofture of a penitent, that the difpute may: be 
determined in thy favour, and mercy may rejoice againft judg- 
~ ment}” ver. 5. Note, Calls to repentance are plain indica- 
tions of mercy defigned. If the Lord were pleafed to kill us, 
juftice knows what to do with a ftiffnecked people ; but God 
has no pleafure in the death of them that die: Let them re- 
turn and repent ; and then mercy, which otherwife is at a lofs, 
knows what to do. 
> Secondly, The people’s melancholy reception of this mef- 
faze. It was evil tidings to them to hear that they fhould not 
_haye God’s fpecial prefence with them: And therefore, (1.) 
They mourned, ver. 4.3 mourned for their fin-which had pro- 
voked God to withdraw from them; and mourned for this 
-as the foreft punifhment of their fin, When three thoufand 
. «f them were at one time aid dead upon the {pot by the Le- 
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vites fword, we do not find that they mourned for that, ho- 
ping that would help to’expiate the guilt; but when God de- 
nied them his favourable prefence, then they mogrned, and 
Note, Of all the bitter fruits and confe 
quences of fin, that which true penitents moft Jament, and dread 
moft, is God’s departure from them. God had promifed, 
That, notwithftanding their fin, he would give them the and’ 
flowing with milk and honey ; but they could have {mall joy of 
that, if they had not God’sprefence with them. Canaan tt- 
felf would be no pleafant land without that; therefore if they 
want that, they mous. (2.) In token of great fhame and 
humiliation, they that were undreffed did not put-on their or- . 
naments, yer. 4. and they that were drefled /ript them/felves of 
their ornaments by the mount, or (as fome read it) at a diflance 
from the mount, ver. 6. ftanding afar off, like the publican, 
Luke xviii. 13. God bid them /ay afide their ornaments, ver. 
Se: “And they did fo; both to fhew, in general, their deep 
mourning ; and, in particular, to take a holy revenge upon 
themfelves, for giving their ear-rings to make the golden calf 
of. They that would part with their ornaments for the main-, 
tenance of their fin, could do no Jefs than lay afide their or- 
naments in token of their forrow and fhame for it. When the 
Lord God calls to weeping and mourning, we mult comply with 
the call, and not only faft from plea/ant bread, (Dan.x. 3.); but 
lay afide our ornaments: Even thofe that are decent enough at 
other times, are unfeafonably worn on days of humiliation, or 
in times of public calamity, Ifa. iii. 18. foal? 


4 And Mofes took the tabernacle, and pitch- 
ed it without the camp, afar off from the camp, 
and called it the Tavernacle of the congrega- 
tion. And it came to pafs, that every one which | 
fought the Lorp, went out unto the tabernacle 
of the congregation, which was without the 


camp. 8 And it came to pafs, when Mofes went 


out into the tabernacle, that all the people rofe 
up, and ftood every man at his tent-door, and 
looked after Mofes, until he was gone into the 
tabernacle. g And it came to pafs, as Mofes 
entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar. 
defcended, and flood at the door of the taber- 
nacle, and rhe LORD talked with Mofes. 10 
And all the people faw the cloudy pillar ftand 
at the tabernacle-door : and all the people rofe 
up and worfhipped, every man in his tent-door. 
11,And the Lorn {pake unto Mofes face to face, 
as a man fpeaketh unto his friend. And he 
turned again into the camp; but his fervant 
Jofhua, the fon of Nun, a young man, departed 
not out of the tabernacle. ; 

Here is, Firfl, One mark of difpleafure pat ypon them for 
“their further humiliation. AfZofos took the tabernacle, (not his 
own tent for his family, but the tent wherein he gave audience, 
heard caufes, and inquired of God, the Guildhall, as it were, 
of their camp, ) and pitched it without, afar off Srom the camp, 
ver. 7.3 to fignify to them that they had rendered. themfelves 
unworthy of it, and that unlefs peace was made it would re- 
turn to them no more. God would thus let them know that 
he was fallen out with them: The Lord is far from the wi- 
ked.. Thus the glory of the Lord departed from the temple, 
when it was polluted with fin, Ezek. x. 4.—-xi. 23. Note, 
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It is a fign God is angry, when he removes his tabernacle ; 
for his ordinances ate fruits of his favour, and tokens of his 
prefence ; while we have them with us, we have Aim with us, 
Perhaps this tabernacle was a plan, or model rather, of the ta- 
bernacle that was afterwards to be: erected; a hafty draught 
from the pattern fhewed him in the monnt, defigned for direc- 
tion to: the workman, and ufed in the mean time as a tabernacle 
of meeting between God and Mofes, about public affairs. This 
was fet up at a diftance, to affect the people with the lofs of that 
glorious f{tructure, which, if they had not forfaken their own 
mercies for lying vanities, was to have been fet up in the midft 
of them. Let them fee what they had forfeited. 

Secondly, Many encouragements given them notwithftanding, 
to hope that God would yet be reconciled to them. 
_ [1.] Though the tabernacle was removed, yet every one 
that was difpofed to /eek the Lerd, was welcome to follow it, 
ver. 7. Private perfons as well as Mofes, were invited and 
encouraged to apply themfelves to God as interceflors upon 
this occafion. A place was appointed for them to go to with- 
out the camp, to folicit God’s return to them. Thus when Ezra 
(a fecond Mofes) interceded for Ifrael, there were affembled 
to him many that trembled at God’s word, Ezra ix. 4. When 
God defigns mercy, he {tirs up prayer. He qwill be fought un- 
to, (Ezek. xxxvi. 37.); and, thanks be to his name, he may 
Se fought unto, and will not reject the pooreft interceflton. 


Every Hraelite that fought the Lord, was welcome to this ta- |. 


bernacle, as well as Mofes the man of God. : 

£2. Mofes undertook to mediate between God and [frael. 
He went out to the tabernacle, the place of treaty, probably pitch- 
ed between them and the mount, ver. 8.; and he entered into 
the tabernacle, ver. 9. he caufe’ could not but fpeed well 
which had fo good a manager; when their judge (under God) 
becomes their advocate, and he who was appointed to be their 
lawgiver is an interceflor for them, there is Aope in Ifrael con- 
cerning this thing. a 

. [3-] The people feemed to be in a very good mind, and 

well-difpofed towards a reconciliation. fi 

1. When Mofes went out to go to the tabernacle, the people 


_ looked after him, ver. 8. in token of their refpeéts to him whom 


before they had flighted, and their entire dependance upon his 
mediation. \ By this it appeared that they were very folicitous 
about this matter, defirous to be at peace with God, and full 
of concern what would be the iffue. Thus the difciples looked 
afier our Lord Jefus, when he afcended on high to enter into 
the holy place not made with hands, till a cloud received him 
out of their fight, as Mofes here: And we muft with an eye of 
faith follow him likewife thither, where he is appearing in the 


prefence of God for us; then we fhall have the benefit of his, 


mediation. 

2. When they faw the cloudy pillar, that fymbol of God’s 
prefence, give Mofes the meeting, they all wor/bipped every 
man at his tent-door, ver. 10. Thereby they fignified, 1/7; 
Their humble: adoration. of the Divine Majeity,. which they 


will ever worfhip, and not gods of gold any more. 2dly, Their. 


joyful thankfulnefs to-God, that he was pleafed to fhew them 
this token for good, and give them hopes of a reconciliation : 
For ifthe had been pleafed to kill them, he. would not have 
fhewed them fuch things as thefe; would not have raifed them 
up fuch:a mediator, nor given him fuch countenance.. 
"Their hearty: concurrence with Mofes ‘as their advocate, in e- 
very thing he fhould promife for them, and their expectation 
of a comfortable and happy iffue of this treaty. ‘Thus muft we 
worfhip God in our tents with an eye to Chrift:as the Media- 
tor. Their worfhipping in. their tent-doors, declared plainly that 
they were not afhamed to own their refpeéts to-God. and Mo- 
fes, as they had openly worfhipped the calf, 


~ 
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. face of the earth. 
~ Mofes, I will do this thing alfo that. thou hatt. 


 befeech thee, fhew me thy glory. 
| faid, I will. make all my goodnefs pafs before. 
- thee, and I will proclaim the name of the Lorp- 
_ before- thee; and will be gracious to whom I. 


Zdly,, 
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[4.] God. was in Mofes reconciling Ifrael to himfelf, and 
manifefted himfelf very willing to be at peace. 
“4. God met Mofes at the place of treaty, vér. 9. The. 


| cloudy pillar, which had withdrawn itfelf from the camp when 


it was polluted with idolatry, now returned to this tabernacle, 
at fome diftance, coming back gradually. Hf our hearts go forth 
towards God to meet him,, he will gracioufly come down ta. 
meet us. 

2. God talked uith Mofes, ver. 9.3 fpake to him face to faces. 


| asa man fpeaketh unto his friend, ver. 11.: Which intimates,. — 
| not only that God revealed himfelf to Mofes with a greater - 


clearnefs and. evidence of divine light than to any other of the - 
prophets,*but alfo with greater expreflions of particular kind- 
nefs and_grace than to any other. He fpake not as.a prince 
to a fubject, but as a man to his friend, whom he loves, and 
with whom he takes {weet counfel. This was a great encou- 


| ragement to Ifrael, to fee their advocate fo great a favourite ;. 


and that they might be encouraged by it, Mofes turned again 
into the camp, to tell the people what hopes he had of bringing 
this bufinefs to a good iffue, and that they might not dé/pair if 
he fhould be long abfent: But becaufe he intended fpeedily to 
return to the tabernacle of the congregation, he left Jofhua 
there: For it was not fit the place fhould be empty, fo long as 
the cloud of glory food at the door, ver. 9.3; but if God had 
any thing to fay out of that cloud while Mofes was-abfent, Jos 
fhua was there ready to hear it. 


12, And Mofes faid unto the Lorp, See, thou 


: fayeft unto me, Bring up this people: and thou 


haft not let me know whom thou wilt fend with- 
me. Yet thou haft faid, I know thee by name, . 
and thou. haft alfo found grace in my fight. 
13 Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found 


- grace in thy fight, fhew me now thy. way, that 

- I may know thee, that I may find grace im thy 
- fight : and: confider. that this nation 7s thy peo-- 
| ple. 14 And he faid, My prefence fhall go with. 
. thee, and I will give thee rett. 


15.And_ he faid: 
unto him, If thy prefence go not with me, carry. 


“us not up hence. 16 For wherein fhall it be- 


known here, that I. and thy people have found: 
grace in thy fight? Js zt not ‘in that thou goeft 


with us? So. {hall we be feparated, I-and thy- 


people, from all the people that are upon the’ 
17 And the Lorn faid unto. 


fpoken:: for thou haft. found grace.in my fight, 


and I know: thee by name.. 18 And he faid, I 
19 And he. | 


will be gracious, and will.fhew mercy on whom. 


Twill thew mercy. 20 And he faid, Thou cant: 
( not fee my face: for there fhall no man fee me, 
| and live. 2z:And the Lorn faid, Behold, there. 


is a place by me, and thou:thalt ftand upon a. 
rock, 22. And it fhall come to pafs, while my 
glory pafieth: by, that I-will:put thee ina clitt, 


- obs | 
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-of the rock; and will cover thee with my hand 


while I pafs by. 23 And I will take away mine | 
hand, and thou ‘fhalt,fee my back-parts: but © 


~ my face fhall not be feen. 


__. Mofes is now’ returned to the door of the tabernacle, and 
‘there is an humble and importunate fupplicant for two very 
great favours; and asa prince he has power with God, and 
prevails for both. Herein he was a type of Chrift, the great 
Interceflor, whom the Father heareth always. 
I. He is here very earneft with God for a grant of his pre- 
fence with Ifrael in the reft of their march to Canaan, notwith- 
ftanding their provocations. The people had by their fin de- 


ferved the wrath of God ; and for the turning away of that, | 


Mofes.had already prevailed, chap. xxxii. 14.: But they had 
likewife forfeited Goa’s favourable prefence, and all the benefit 
and comfort of that; and this Mofes is here begging for the 
return of. Thus, by the interceflion of Chrift, we obtain not 
only the removal of the curfe, but an affurance of the bleffing; 
we are not only faved from ruin, but become entitled to ever- 
Ja{ting happinefs. 

. Obferve how admirably Mofes orders this caufe before God, 
and fills his mouth with arguments: What a value he expreffeth 
for God’s favour ; “what a concern. for God’s glory, and the 
welfare of Ifrael: How he pleads, and how he /peeds. 


Firf, How he pleads. (+.) He infifts upon the commit 


fion God had given him to bring up this people, ver. 12. This 
he begins with: “ Lord, it is thou thyfelf that employe/? me, 
and wilt thou not own me? I am in the way of my duty, and 
fhall.I not have thy prefence with me in that way?” Whom 


God calls out to any fervice, he will be fure to furnith with | 
“ Now, Lord,. thou haft ordered mea | 


neceflary affiftances. 
great piece of work, and yet /eft me at a lo/s how to go about 
it, and go through with it.” Note, Thofe that fincerely de- 
fign and endeavour to do their duty, may in faith beg of God 
direction and ftrength for the doing of it. (2.) He improves 
the intereft he himfelf had with God, and pleads God’s graci- 
ous expreflions of kindnefs to him: Thou haf faid, “ I know 
thee by name, as a particular friend and confident, and thou haft 
alfo found grace in my fight above any other.” Now therefore, 
faith Mofes, if it be indeed fo that J have found grace in thy 
Sight, foew me thy way, ver. 13. What favour God had ex- 
preffed to the people, they had forfeited the benefit of, there 
was no infifting upon that; and therefore Mofes lays the {trefs 
of his plea upon what God had faid to Aim, which though 
he’owns himfelf unworthy of, yet he hopes he bas not thrown 
himfelf out of the benefit of it. By this therefore he 
takes hold on God: “ Lord if ever thou wilt do any thing 
_ for me, do this for the people.” ‘Thus our Lord Jefus, in his 
interceflion, prefents himfelf to the Father, as one in whom he 
is always well-pleafed'; and fo obtains mercy for us, with whom 


he is jultly difpleafed, and we are accepted im the Beloved. | 


Thus alfo public fpirits love to improve their intereft both with 
God and man for the public good. Obferve what itis he is 
thus earneft for: Shew me thy way,that I may know that J find 
grace in thy fight. Note, A divine conduct is one of the beft 
evidences of divine favour. By this we may know that we 
find grace in God’s fight, if we find grace in our hearts to guide 
and quicken usin the way of our duty. God's good work in 
us is the fureft difcovery of his good-will towards us. ( 3.) He 
infinuates, that the people alfo, though moft unworthy, yet were 
in fome relation to God : “ And confider that this nation is thy 
people, a people that thou haft done great things for, redeemed 
to thyfelf, and taken into covenant with thyfelf; Lord, they 
are thy own, do not leave them.” The offended, Father con- 
Jeders this : * My child is foolifa and froward ; but he is my 
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child, and I cannot abandon him.” © (4.) He expreffeth the 
great value he had for the prefence of God. When God faid, 
My prefence foall go with thee, hé catched at that word, as that 
which he could not live and move without, ver. 15. Jf thy 
prefence go not with me, carry us not up hence. He {peaks as 
one that dreaded the thought of going forward without God’s 
prefence ; knowing their marches could not be /afe, nor their 
encampments ea/y, if they had not God with them. Better 
lie down and die here in the wildernefs, than go forward to 
Canaan without God’s prefence. Note, Thofe who £now how 
io value God’s favours, are belt prepared to receive them. Ob- ° 
ferve how earneft Mof€s is in this matter; he begs as one that 
would take no denial: “ Here we will ftay till-we obtain thy 
favour; like Jacob, J will not let thee go except thou blefs me.” 
And obferve how he grows upon God’s conceffions, and the 
kind intimations given him makes him yet more importunate. 
Thus God’s gracious promifes, and the advances of mercy to- 
wards us, fhould not only encourage our faith, but excite our 
fervency in prayer. (5.) He concludes with an argument ‘ta- 
ken from God’s glory, ver. 16. * Wherein hall it be known to 
the nations that have their eyes upon us, that /, and thy people, 
with whom I have twifted interefts, have found grace in thy 
Sight, diftinguifhing favour, fo as to be /eparated from all people 
upon earth ? How will it appear that we are indeed thus ho- 
noured ? Js it not in that thou goeft with us? Nothing fhort of 
that can anfwer thefe charafters: Let it never be faid that we 
are a peculiar people, and highly favoured ; for we {tand but 
upon a level with the reft of our neighbours, ualefs thou go 
with us; fending an angel with us will not ferve.” He lays 
a ftrefs upon the place ; Aere, in this wildernefs, whither thou 
haft led us, and where we are certainly loft if thou ave us. 
Note, God’s fpecial prefence with us here in this wildernefs, 
by his Spirit and grace, to direé&t, defend, and comfort us, is 
the fureft pledge of his fpecial love to us, and will redound to 
his glory, as well as our benefit. 
Secondly, Obferve how he /peeds. He obtained an affurance 
of God’s favour, (1.) To himfelf, ver. 14. L-qwill give thee 
ref: * T will take care to make thee eafy in this matter; how- 
ever it be, thou fhalt have fatisfaction.”? Mofes never entered. 
into Canaan ; and yet God made good his word, that he would 
give him ref, Dan. xii. 13. (2.) To the people for his fake. 
Mofes was not content with that anfwer, which only fpoke 
fayour to himfelf; he muft gain a promife, an exprefs promife 
for the people too, or he is not at reff: Gracious generous 
fouls think it not enough to get to heaven themfelves, but would 
have all their friends hither too. And in this alfo Mofes pre- 
vailed, ver. 17. J will do this thing alfo which thou haft fpoken. 
Mofes is not checked as an unreafonable beggar, whom no fay- 
ing would ferve ; but he is encouraged: God grants as long as 
he afks; gives liberally, and doth not upbraid him. See the 
“power of prayer, and be quickened heréby to af, and feek, and 
knock, and to continue infant in prayer; to pray always and 
not to faint. See the riches of God’s goodnefs: When he 
hath done much, yet he is willing to do more, “J will do this . 
alfo,” above what we are able to afk or think. See, in type, 
the prevalency of Chrift’s interceflion which he ever Lives to 
make for all thofe that come to. God by him: And the ground 
of that prevalency; it is purely his own merit, not any thing 
in thofe for whom he intercedes ; it is becaufe thou haf found 
grace in my fight. And aow the matter is fettled ; God is 
perfectly reconciled to them; his prefence in'the pillar of cloud 
returns to them, and fhall continue with them; all is well a- 
gain, and from henceforth we hear no more of the golden calf. 
Lord! whois a God like unto thee, pardoning iniquity ! 
IJ. Having gained this:point, he next begs a fight.of God’s 
glory, and-is heard in that matter alfo. Obferve, 
Uu2 tft, 
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rf, The humble requeft Mofes makes, ver. 18. J Befeech 
thee, /oew me thy glory. Mofes had lately been in the mount 
with God, had continued thtre a great while, and had had as 
intimate communion with God as ever any man had on this 
ide heaven; and yet he is ftill defiring a further acquaintance. 
All that af effectually called into the knowledge of God, and 
-fellowfhip with him, though they defire nothing more than God, 
yet they are {till coveting more and more of him, till they come 
to fee as they are feen. -Mofes. had wonderfully prevailed 
with God for one favour after another, and the fuccefs of his 
prayers emboldened him to go on {till to feek God; the more 
he had, the more he afked: When we are in a good frame at 
the ‘throne of grace, we fhould endeavour to preferve and im- 
prove it, and {trike while the iron is hot. Shea me thy glory: 
- Make me to fee it; fo the word is: Make it fome way or o- 
ther vifible, and enable me to bear the fight of it. Not that 
he was fo ignorant as to think God’s effence could be feen 


with bodily eyes; but having hitherto only eard a voice out © 


of a pillar of cloud or fire, he defired to fee fome’ reprefenta- 
tion of the Divine Glory, fuch as God {aw fit to gratify him 
with. It was not fit the people fhould fee any fimilitude when 
the Lord fpoke unto them, /e/ they fhould corrupt them/felves ; 
but he hoped there was not that danger in Ais feeing /ome fimi- 
litude. Something it was more than he had yet feen, that 
Mofes defired. If it was purely for the aflifting of his faith 
and devotion, the defire was commendable ; but perhaps there 
was in it a mixture of human infirmity. God will have us 
walk by faith, not by fight, in this world ; and faith comes by 
Fearing. Some think Mofes defired a fight of God’s glory 
_as a token of his reconciliation, and an earneft of that prefence 
he had promifed them ; but he knew not what he afeed. 
2dly, The gracious reply God made to this requelt. 
{1.] He denied that which was not fit to be granted, and 
which Mofes could not bear, ver. 20. Thou canj} not fee my 
face. A full difcovery of the glory of God would quite over- 
power the faculties of any mortal men in this prefent ftate, and 
overwhelm him, even Mofes himfelf Man is. mean and un- 
-worthy of it; weak, and could not bear it; guilty, and could 
not but dread it. It is in compaflion to our infirmity, that 
God haldeth Lack the face of his throne, and fpreadeth a cloud 
upen it, Job xxyi. 7. God hath faid here, his face /hall not 
te feen (ver. 23.) in this world; that is an honour referved 
for the future ftate, to be the eternal blifs of holy fouls. 
> Should men in this {tate know what it is, they would not be 
content to /ive fhort of it. There is a knowledge and enjoy- 
ment of God which muft be waited for in another world, 
when we fhall jee him as he is, 1 John iti. 2.: In the mean 
time, let us adore the height of what we do know of God, and 
the depth of what we do not. Long before this, Jacob had 
fpoken of it with wonder, that he had een God face to face, 
and yet dis life was preferved, Gen. xxxii: 30. Sinful man 
dreads the fight of God his judge ; but holy fouls, being, dy 
the Spirit of the Lord, changed into the fame image, behold with 
open face the glory of the Lord, 2 Cor. iti. 18. ; 


[2.] He granted that which would be abundantly fatisfy- 


ing. , 

ae He fhould sear what would pleafe him, ver. 19. J will 
make all my cocdnefs pafs before thee. Te had given him won- 
derful inftances of his goodneis in being reconciled to Ifrael : 
But that was only goodnefs in the ftream, he would fhew him 
goodnefs in the fpring ; all his goodne/s. This was a fuffici- 
ent anfwer to Kis requeft. “ Shew me thy glory,” faith Mofes; 
“J will /hew thee my goodne/s,” faith God. Note, God’s 
goodnefs is his glory: And he will have us to know him by 
the glory of his mercy, more than by the glory of his majefty ; 


fo Xo D Bi se 


va 


Chap- AXXIV. 


for we mult fear even the Lord and his yoodueft, Hol. iii. 5. 
That efpecially which is the glory of God’s goodne/t, is the 
fovereignty of it, That he will be gracious to whom te will be 
gracious; that, as an abfolute proprietor, he makes what dif- 
ference he pleafeth in beftowing his gifts, and is not debtor to 
any, nor accountable to any: Afay he not do what he will 
with his own? Alfo, that all his reafons of mercy are fetched 
from within himfelf, not from any merit in his creatures; as 
he has mercy on whom he will, fo decaufe he will: Even fo, 
Father, becaufe it feemed good in thy fight. It is never faid, £ 
qill be angry at whom I will be angry, for his wrath is always 
jult and holy ; but, J will fhew mercy on whom I will foew. 
mercy, for his grace is always free. He never damms by-pre- 
rogative, but by prerogative he faves. ‘The apoftle quotes this, 
Rom. ix. 15. in anfwer to thofe who charged God with un- 
righteoufnefs, in giving that grace freely to fome, which he 
with-holds ju//p from others. 

2. He fhould /ee what he could bear, and would fuffice 
him. ‘The matter is concerted fo as that Mofes might be /afe, 
and yet fatisfied. (1.) Safe, in a cleft of the rock, ver. 21, 22. 
In that he was to be fheltered from the dazzling light, and de- 
vouring fire of God's glory.. ‘This was the reck in Horeb, 
out of which water was brought; of which it is faid, That 
Rock was Chriff, 1 Cor. x. 4. It is im the clefts of this 
Rock that we are fecured from the wrath of God, which o- 
therwife would confume us; God himfelf will proteét thofe 
that are thus hid: And it is only through, Chri/? that we have 
the knowledge of the glory of God. None can {ee that to their 
comfort, but thofe that land upon this Rock, and take fhelter 
in it. (2.) He was /atisfed with a fight of his Zack-parts, ver. 
23. He fhould fee more of God than ever any faw on earth, 
but not fo much as they fee that are in heaven.. The face in > 
man is the feat of majefty, and men are known by their faces ; 
in them we take a ful] view of men: That fight of God 
Mofes might not have; but fuch a fight as we have of a man 
who is gone paft us, fo that we only fee his back, and have 
(as we fay) a blufh of him. We cannot be faid to look aé 
God, but rather to look after him, Gen. xvi. 13.3 for we fee 
through a glafs darkly: When we fee what God has done ia, 
his works, obferve the goings of our God, our King, we do as 
it were fee his back-parts. The beft thus know but in part ¢ 
and we cannot order our fpeech concerning God, by reafon of 
darknefs, no more than we can defcribe a man whofe face we 


never faw. Now, Mofes was allowed to fee only the back- e| 


parts ; but long after, when he was a witnefs to Chrift’s trans- 
figuration, he faw his face fhine as the fun. If we faithfully 
improve the difcoveries God gives us of himfelf while we are 
here, a brighter and more glorious fcene will fhortly be open+ 
ed to us; for #o him that hath fhall be given. ¥ 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


God having, in the foregoing chapter, intimated to Mofes his 
reconciliation to Ufrael, here gives proofs of it, proceeding te 
fettle his covenant and communion with them. Four inflances 
of the return of bis favour we have in this chapter: 1, The. 
orders he gives to Mofes to come up to the mouni the next 
morning, and bring two tables of ftone with him, ver. 1,—~5< 
ll. His meeting him there, and the proclamation of his-name, 3 
ver. 6,—9. III. The infirudions he gave him there, and 
his. converfe with him for forty-days. together without inter- 
miffion, ver. 10,—28. IVx The honour he put upon. him, - 
when he feni him down with his face Joining, ver. 29,—3 5- 
In all which, God dealt with Mofes as a public perfon, and 
mediator between him and Ifrael, and a type of the Great Me- 
diator... ‘ad ts 
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"and quarter long, and three quarters broad. 
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“ND the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Hew thee 
J-4 two tables of ftone like unto the firft: and 
I will write upon thefe tables the words that 
were in the firft tables which thou brakeft. 2 
And be ready in the morning, and come up in 
the morning unto Mount Sinai, and prefent thy- 
felf there to me, in the top of the mount. 3 And 
no man fhall come up with thee; neither let a- 
ny man be feen throughout all the mount: nei- 
ther let the flocks nor herds feed before that 
mount. 4 4 And he hewed two tables of ftone, 


like unto the firft; and Mofes rofe up early in, 


the morning, and went up unto mount Sinai, as 
the Lorp had commanded him, and took in 
his hand the two tables of ftone. 


’ The treaty that was on foot between God and Ifrael being 
broken off abruptly by their worfhipping the golden calf, when 
peace was made all muft be begun anew, not where they left 
off, bat from the beginning. Thus backfliders mult repent, 
urd do their firft works, Rev. ii. 5. 

Firft, Mofes muft prepare for the renewing of the tables, 
ver. 1. Before, God himfelf provided the tables, and wrote on 
them; now, Mofes mult hew him out the tables, and God would 
only write upon them. ‘Thus in the firft writings of the law 

“upon the heart of man in innocency, both the tables and the 
writing were the work of God; but when thofe were broke 
and defaced by fin, and the divine law was to be preferved in 
the {criptures, God therein made ufe of the miniftry of man, 
and Mofes firft. But the prophets and apoftles did only hew 
the tables, as it were; the writing was God’s ftil: For a// 

 feripture is given by infpiration of God. Obferve, When God 
was reconciled to them, he ordered the tables to be renewed, 
and wrote his law in them ;_ which plainly intimates to us, (t-) 
‘That even under the gofpel of peace, and reconciliation by 
Chrift, (of which the mterceflion of Mofes was typical,) the 
moral law fhould continue to oblige believers. Though Chrift 
has redeemed us from the curfe of the law, yet not from the 
command of it, but {till we are under the law to Chrift; when 
our Saviour, in his fermon on the mount, expounded the moral 
Jaw, and vindicated it from the corrupt glofles with which the 
fcribes and Pharifees had broken it, (Mat. v. 19 ) he did in 
effeét renew the tables, and made them like the firft, 7. e. re- 
duce the Jaw to its primitive fenfe and intention. (2.) That 
the beft evidence of the pardon of fin, and peace with God, is 
the writing of the law in the heart. The firft token God gave 
of his reconciliation to Ifrael, was the renewing of the tables 
of the law: Thus the firft article of the new covenant is, J will 
write my law in their heart, Heb. viti. 10.3 and it follows, 

ver.12. For I will be merciful to their unrighteoufnefs. (3-) 

That if we would have God to write his law in our hearts, 
we muft prepare our hearts,for the reception of it. The heart 
of ftone muft be hewn by conviction and humiliation for fin, 
(Hof. vi. 5.); the fuperfluity of naughtine/s mult be taken off, 
(James i. 21.); the heart made {mooth, and laboured with, 
that the word may have a place in it. Mbofes did accordingly 
hew out the tables of ftone or flate, for they were fo flight and 
thin, that Mofes carried them both in his hand ; and for their 
dimenfions, they muft be /omewhat le/s, and perhaps not much, 
than the ark in which they were depofited, which was a yard 

It fhouid feem 

there was no great curiofity in the framing of them, for there 
was.no. great tyme taken; Mofes had them ready prefeatly, to 
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" nai, and prefent himfelf to God there, ver. 2. 
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take up with him next morning. They were to receive their 
beauty not from the ait of man, but from the finger of God. 

Secondly, Mofes mult attend again on the top of mount Si- 
Though the 
abfence of Mofes, and his continuance fo long on the mount, 
had lately occafioned their making the golden calf; yet God 
did_ not therefore alter his meafures; but he fhall come up and 
tarry as long as he had done, to try whether they had learned 
to wait. ‘To {trike an awe upon the people, they are bid to 
keep their diltance; none muft come up with him, ver. 3. 
They had faid, (chap. xxxii. 1.) “ we know not what is be- 
come of him;” and Ged will not let them know. Mofes ac- 
cordingly ro/e up carly, ver. 4. to go to the place appointed ; to 
thew how forward he was to prefent himfelf before God, and 
loth to lofe time. It is good to be early at our devotions. 
The morning is perhaps as good a friend to the graces, as it is 
to tlie mufes. 


5 And the Lorn defcended in the cloud, and 
{tood with him there, and proclaimed tie name 
of the Lorn. 6 And the Lorn paffed by be- 
fore him, and proclaimed, The Lorn, the Lorp 
God, merciful and gracious, long-fuffering, and 
abundant in goodnefs and truth, 7 Keeping 
mercy for thoufands, forgiving iniquity, and 
tranf{greffion and fin, and that will by no means 
clear the guilty; viliting the iniquity of the fa- 
thers upon the children, and upon the childrens 
children, unto the third and to the fourth gene- 
ration. % And Mofes made hafte and bowed 
the head toward the earth, and worfhipped. 9 
And he faid, If now I have found grace in thy 
fight, O Lorn, let my Lorp, I pray thee, go a- 
mongft us, (for it zs a ftiff-necked people) and 
pardon our iniquity and our fin, and take us for 
thine inheritance. 


No fooner was Mofes got to the top of the mount, but God 
gave him the meeting, ver. 5. The Lord defcended, by fome 
fenfible token of his prefence and manifeftation of his glory. 
His defcending fpeaks his condefcending: He humbleth him- 
Jelf, to take cognifance of thofe that humble themfelves to walk 
with-him, PfaL cxut. 3. Lord, what is man, that he fhould be 


thus vifited ? He defcended in the ¢/oud, probably that pillar 


of cloud which had hitherto gone before Ifrael, and had the 
day before met Mofes at the. door of the tabernacle. This 
cloud was to ftrike an awe upon Mofes, that the familiarity he 
was admitted to might not breed contempt.. The difciples 
Seared when they entered into the cloud. is making a cloud © 
his pavilion, intimated, that though he made known much of © 
himfelf, yet there was much more concealed. 
Now, obferve, Firft, How God proclaimed his name, ver. 6, 
7. He did it in tranfitu, paffed-by before him. Fixed views 
of God are.referved for the future ftate, the beft we have in 
this world are tranfient.. God now was performing what he 
had promifed Mofes the day before, that his glory fhould pa/s 
by; Exod. xxxii. 22. He proclaimed the name of the Lord, 
by which he would make himfelf known. He had. made him- 
felf known to Mofes in the glory of his felf-cxiltence and felf- 
fufficiency, when he proclaimed that name, J am that [ am; 
now he makes himfelf known in the glory of his grace, and 
goodnefs, and all-fufficiency to us. Now God is about to pub- 
lith a fecond edition of the law, he prefaceth it with this pro - 
clamation; = 
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clamation; for it is God’s grace and goodnefs that gives the 
Jaw, efpecially the remedial law. - The pardon of Ifrael’s fin, 
in worfhipping the calf; was now to paj/s the feals; and God, 
by this declaratign, would let them know, that he pardoned 
ex mero mow, not for their merits fake, but from his own in- 
clination to forgive. The proclaiming of it notes the univer- 


fal extent of God’s mercy; he is not only good to T/rael, but | 


good to all, \et all take notice of it. He that hath an ear let 
him hear, and know, and believe, 

1, That the God, with whom-we have to do, is a great 
God. He is Fehovah, the Lord; that hath his being of him- 


felf, and is the fountain of all being: Fehovah-El, the Lord, 


the flrong God; a God of almighty power himfelf, and the o- | 


riginal of all power. This is prefixed before the difplay of his- 
mercy, to teach us to think and to fpeak even of God’s grace 
and goodnefs with great ferioufnefs and a holy awe, and to 
encourage us to depend upon thefe mercies: They aré not 
- the mercies of a man that is frail and feeble, falfe and fickte ; 
but the mercies of the Lord, the Lord God; therefore fure 
mercies, and fovercign metcies ; mercies that may be tru/fed, 
but not tempted. 

2dly, That he is a good God. His greatnefs and goodnefs 
illuftrate and fet forth each other. That the terror of his 
preatnefs may not make us afraid, we are told how good he 
is; and that we may not prefume upon his goodnefs, we are 
told how great he is. Many words are here heaped up to ac- 
quaint us with, and convince us of God’s goodnefs, and to * 
{hew how much his goodnefs is both ~his glory and his de- 
light ; yet without any tautology. [1.] He is merciful. This 
{peaks his pity and tender compajffion, like that of a father to his 
children. This is put firft, becaufe it is the firft wheel in all 
the inflances of God’s good-will to fallen man, whofe mifery 
makes him an object of pity, Judg. x. 16. Ha. Ixiii. 9. Let 
us not then have either hard thoughts of God, or hard hearts 
towards our brethren. [2.] He is gracious. This {peaks 
both freenefs and kindnefs: It fpeaks him not only to have | 
a compaflion to his creatures, but a complacency in them, and 
in doing good to them; and this of his own good-will, and 
not for the fake of any thing in them. His mercy is grace, 
free grace: This teacheth us to be not only pitiful, but cour- 
teous, 1 Pet. it. 8. [3.] He is long-/ufféring: This isa branch | 
of God’s goadnefs, which finners badnefs gives occafion for: ‘| 
Mrael’s had done fo; theythad tried his patience, and expe- 
rienced it. . He is /ong-/uffering: That is, he is flow to anger, 
and delays the executions of his juftice; he avaits to be graci- 
ous, and lengthens out the offers of his mercy. [4.] He is | 
abundant in goodnefs and iruth, This fpeaks plentiful goodnefs ; 
it abounds above our deferts, above our conception and-expref- 
lion, The fprings of mercy are always full, the ftreams of 
mercy always flowing: There is mercy enough in God; e- 
nough for all, enough for each, enough for ever. It fpeaks 
promifed goodnels, goodne/s and truth put together; goodnefs 
engaged by promife, and his faithfulnefs pawned for the fecu- 
rity of it. He not only doeth good, but by his promife he 
raifeth our expectation of it, and even obligeth himfelf to thew 
mercy. [5.] He keepeth mercy for thoufands. "This fpeaks, 
1. Mercy extended to thoufands of perfons. When he gives 
to fome, flill he éceps for o'hers, and is never exhaufted: He 
has mercy enough for all the thoufands of Hfrael, when.they 
thall mudiply as the fand. 2. Mercy entailed. upon thoufands 
of generations, even to. thofe upon whom the ends of the world 
are come; nay, the line of it is drawn.pétallel with ‘that of e- 
ternity itfein »[6.] He forgéveth iniquity. tranfereffion, and fin 
Pardoning mercy is-inftanced in, becaufe in that divine ‘grace 
is moft magnifi:d, and becaule that is it that dpens the doo 
to all other giits of the divine grace, and becaufe of this he < 
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"no means clear the guilty. 
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had lately given a'very pregnant proof. He forgives offences 
of all forts, iniquity, tranfgreffion, andifin; multiplies his pat< 
dons; and with him is plenteous redemption. Bc (ae 
3dly, That he is a juf? and holy God. For, 1. He will by 
Some read it fo as to exprefs a mi- 
tigation of wrath, even when he doth punifh: When he empties 
he will not make quite defolate ; i. e. he doth not proceed to 
the greateft extremity, till there be notemedy. As we read 
it we muft expound it, that the will by no means connive at the 
guilty, as ifhe took no notice of their fin; or, he will not clear 
the impenitently guilty, that go on ftill in their trefpafles: He 
will not élear the guilty without fome fatisfaction to his juftice, 
and neceflary vindications of the honour of his government. 2. 


_ He wifits the iniquity of the fathers upon the children. He may 


jultly do it; for all fouls are his, and there is a malignity in fin 
that taints the blood: He fometimes w// do it, efpecially for 
the punifhment of idolaters. Thus he fhews his hatred of fin, 
and difpleafure againft it; yet he Aeepeth not his anger for ever, 
but vifits to the third and fourth generation only, while he Zeeps 
mercy for thoufands. Well, this is God’s name for ever, and 
this 1s his. memorial unto all generations. ‘x 

Secondly, How Mofes received this declaration which God. — 
made of himfelf, and of his grace and mercy. It fhould feem 
as if Mofes accepted this as a fufficient anfwer to his requeft, 
that God would /hew him his glory ; for we read not that he 
went into the cleft of the rock, from whence to gain a fight of 
God’s back-parts: T’erhaps this fatisfied him, and he defired 
no more; as we read not that Thomas did thruff his hand in~ 
to Chrift’s fide, though Chrift ievited him to do it. God ha- 
ving thus proclaimed his name, Mofes faith, ‘ It is enough, I 
expect no more till I come to heaven;” at leaft he did not 
think fit to relate what he faw. . Now we are here told, 

1. What impreffion it made upon him, ver 8. Mofee made 
hafte, and bowed his head. Thus. he expreffed, (1.) His 
humble reverence and adoration of God’s glory. giving him the 
honour due to that name he had thus proclaimed. Even the 
goodnefs of God mutt be looked upon by us with a profound 
veneration and holy awe. (2.) His joy in this difcovery God 
had made of himfelf, and his thankfulnefs for it. _We-have 
reafon gratefully to acknowledge God’s goodnefs to us, not 
only in the rea/ inftances of it, but in the declarations he hath 
made of it by his word; not only that he is and wilt be graci- 
ous to us, but that he is pleafed to let us know it. (3.}) His 
holy fubmiffion to the will of God made known in this decla- 
ration, fubfcribing to his juftice as well as mercy, and putting 
himfelf and his people [{rael under the government and con- 
duct of fuch a God as Jehovah had now proclaimed himfelf te 
be. Let this Cod be our God for ever and ever. a 

2. What improvement he made of it. He immediately 
grounded a prayer upon it, ver. ).; and a moft earneft and af- 
fe&tionate prayer it is, (1.) For the prefence of God with his 
people Z/rael in the wildernefs : J pray thee, go among us ; for 
thy prefence is all in all to our fafety and fuccefs.”. (2.) For 
purdon of fin: “ O pardon our iniquity and our fin,’ ele we 
cannot expect thee to go among ys. And, (3.) For the pri- © 
vileges of a peculiar people: % Dad take us for thine inheri- 
tance,” which thou wilt have a particular eye to, and concern 
for,.and celizht in, Thefe things God had already promifed, ~ 
and given Mofes affurances of ; and yet he prays for them, not — 
as doubting the fincerity of God’s grants, but as one folicitous 
for the ratification of them. God’s promifes are intended not 
to fuperfede, but to direét and encouraye prayer.~ Thofe~ 
who have fome good hopes through grace, that their fins are ° 
pardoned, yet muft continue to pray for pardon, for the renew- * 
ing of their:pardon, and the clearing of it more and more to 
their foul. ‘The more we fee of God’s goodnefs, . the more 

Waa = ~~ afhamed © 
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afhamed we fhould be of our own fins,.and the more earneft 
for an intereft in it. 
elamation, he would wift the iniquity upon the childrens and. 
Mofes here deprecates that: “ Lord, do not only pardon it 
to them, but.to their children ; and let our. covenant-relation to 
thee be entailed. upon our pofterity, as an inheritance.” ‘| hus 
- Mofes, like a man of a truly public. fpirit,. intercedes even for 
the children that fhould be born. But it is a ftrange plea he 
urges, Wor it is a flif-necked people. God had given this as a 
reafon why he would not go along with them, chap. xxxiii.. 3.. 
* Yea (faith Mofes) the rather go. along with us; for the 
_ worfe they are, the more need they have of thy prefence and 
grace to make them better.” 
that for his part he has neither, patience. nor power enough to 
deal with them: “ Therefore, Lord, do thou go among us, 
elfe they will never be kept in awe. ‘Thou wilt fpare, and 
bear with them; for thou art God, and not man.” Hof. xi. gs 


to & And he faid, Behold, I make a cove- 
nant: before all thy. people I will do marvels, 
fuch as have not been done in.all the earth, nor 
in any. nation: and all the people amongft 
which thou art, fhall fee- the work. of the Lorn: 
for it zs a. terrible thing that I will do with thee. 
t1 Obferve thou that which I command thee 
this day : Behold, I drive out before thee the 
Amorite, and the Canaanite, and the Hittite, 
and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the Je- 
bufite. 12-Take heed to thyfelf, left thou. 
make:a covenant with the inhabitants of the 
land whither thou goett, left it-be for a fnare in 
the midft of thee. 13 But ye fhall deftroy 


their altars, break their images, and cut down. 


their groves.. 14 For thou.fhalt worthip:no other 
God :. fer the Lorn, whofe name zs Jealous, zs 
- a jealous God: 15 Left thou make a covenant 
with the inhabitants.of the land, and they go 
- a-whoring. after. their gods, and. do- facrifice 
unto themgeds, and one call thee, and thou 
eat of his facrifice, 16 And thou take of their 
daughters unto thy fons, and their. daughters 
go a-whoring after. their gods, and.make thy 
fons. go.a-whoring after their gods.. 17 Thou 
fhalt make thee no.molten. gods, 


Reconciliation being made, a covenant of friendfhip..is here » 


fettled between God and. Iirael. The traitors are not only 
pardoned, but preferred, and made favourites again. 
commanding attention and admiration: . Behold, I make a co- 
wenant, When the covenant was broke, it was Ifrael that 
broke it ; now it comes to:be-renewed, it is God that makes it. 
If there be quarrels,, we muft bear..all the blame; if there be 
peace, God:mutt have all the glory. 

Here is, Firj?,God’s part of this. covenant: What he 
‘would do for them, ver. 10, 11. (1.) In general, Before all 
thy people I will do miracles. Note, Covenant-bleflings are 


marvellous things, (Pfal.: xcviti..1.) Marvels in the kingdom: 
of grace; thofe here were marvels in the kingdom. of nature, - 


the drying up of Jordan, the ftanding ftill of the fun, fe. 
Marvels. indeed, for they were without. precedent, /uch as 


Bow eS MD U_S-. 


God had faid, in the clofe of the pro-: 


Mofes fees-them fo /tiff-necked,. 


Well. 
may the affurances of this be ufhered.in with:a behold, a note. 
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have not been done in all the earth. They were the joy of If 


_ rael,.and the confirmation of their faith 5 “ Thy people /hall fee, 
and own’ the work of the Lord:” And they were the terror of 


Nay; 


their enemies ;. “ It is a terrible thing that 1 Will do.” 


| even God’s own people fhould: fee them with aftonifhment. 
| (2.)- In particular, L drive out before thee the Amarite. 


God, 
as King of nations, plucks up fome to plant others, as pleafeth 
him: As King of /aints,he made room for the vine he brought 
out of Egypt, Pfal. xxx. 8,9. Kingdoms are facrificed to 
Ifrael’s interefts, Ifa..xlin 4. 

Secondly, Their part of the covenant: Ob/ervé that which I 
command thee. We cannot expect the benefit of the promifes, 
unlefs we make confcience of the precepts. The two great 
precepts are, (1.) Thou /balt worfhip no other gods, ver. 14. ; 
nor give divine honour to any creature, or any name whatfo- 
ever, the creature of fancy. A good reafon is annexed, it is 
at thy-peril, if thou do: For ihe Lord; whofe name is Fealous, 
is ayealous God ; as tender in the matters of his worfhip, as the 
hufband is of. the honour of the marriage-bed. ~ Fealou/y is 
called the rage of aman, Prov..vi. 34.3; but it is God’s holy 
and. jult difpleafure. Thofe cannot worfhip God aright, that. 
do. not worfhip him alone. (2-) Thou foult make thee no mol- 
ten godsy ver. 17. “Thou fhalt not worfhip the trae God by 
images.” This was the fin they had lately fullen into, which 
therefore they are particularly cautioned. again‘t. 

Fences are here erected. about thefe two precepts by twe 
others : 

[1.] That they might not be tempted to ewor/bip other gods, 
they. muft not join in affinity or friendfhip with thofe that did, 
ver.12, ‘ Fake heed to thyfelf; for thou art upon thy good 
behaviour: It is afin thou art prone to, and that will cafly 
befet thee 3.and therefore be very cautious, and carefully abitain 
from-all appearances of. it, and_advances-towards it; make no 
covenant. with the inhabitants of the land.”? If God, in kindnefs 
to them, drove out the Canaanites, they ought, in duty to God, . 
not to. Aarbour them. What could be infifted on. more rea- - 
fonable than this? 1f' God make war with the Canaanites, let 
not them make peace with them; if.God take care: that the 
Canaanites be not their /ords, let them take. care that they be- 
not their /nares. It was for their civil intere{t to complete the 
conqueft of the land, fo much doth God:-confult our benefit ing 
the laws he gives us. "They mutt particularly take. heed. of in?” 
termarrying with them, ver. 15, 16. If they efpoufed their 
children, they would be in danger of efponfing. their gods 5°. 
fuch is the corruption of nature,. that the bad 1s much more 
likely to debauch the good, than the good to. reform the.bad. 
The way of. fin is down hill: Thofe that are in league with: 
idolaters, will come by degrees to be in love with idolatry ; 
and thofe that are prevailed with to eat of the idolatrous.facri>’ 
Jiee, will. come at length to offer it: Obfta principiis. 

[2-] That they might not be tempted to make molten gods, -. 


_they-mutt uiterly defiroy thofe they found, aod all that belong: : 


ed:to them, the altars and groves, ver 13s: left if they were - 
left {tanding, they fhould be brought, in procefs oftime; either 
to.ufe them, or to take pattern by them, or to abate in their 
deteftation and dread of idolatry. The relics of idolatry ought. 
tobe abolifhed, as affronts to the holy God, and:a great.re- 
proach to the human nature. Les it never be faid, that men 
that pretended to reafon were ever guilty of fuch’abfurdities, .. 


-as.to.make. gods. of their own, and .worthip them, 


18: q.. The. feaft of unleavened bread ‘fhalt 
‘thou keep.: Seven days {halt thou eat. unlea- 
vened bread, as I commanded ‘thee, in the 


t 


_time of the month Abib: for in the month 


Abib: 
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Abib ‘thou cameft out from Egypt. 19 All 
that openeth the matrix zs mine; and every 
firftling among thy cattle, whether ox or fheep, 
that is male. 20 But the firftling of an afs thou 
fhalt redeem with a lamb: and if thou redeem 
bim not, then fhalt thou break hisneck. All 
the firft-born of thy fons thou fhalt redeem: 
and none fhall appear before me empty. 21 
“€ Stx days thou fhalt work, but on the feventh 
Gay thou fhalt reft: in earing-time and im har- 
veft thou fhait reft. 22 9 And thou fhalt ob- 
ferve the feaft of weeks, of the firft-fruits of 
wheat-harveft, and the feaft of in-gathering at 
the year’s end. 23 § Thrice in the year {hall 
all your men-children appear before the Lorp 
God, the God of Ifrael. 24 For I will caft out 
the nations before thee, and enlarge thy bor- 
ders: neither fhall any man defire thy land, 
when thou fhalt go up to appear before the 
Lorp thy God, thrice in the year. 25 Thou 
fhalt not offer the blood of my facrifice with 
leaven, neither fhall the facrifice of the feaft 
of the paflover be left unto the morning. 26 
The firit of the firft-fruits of thy land thou 
fhalt bring unto the houfe of the Lorp thy 
God. Thou fhalt not feethe a kid in his mo- 
ther’s milk. 27 And the Lorn faid unto Mo- 
fes, Write thou thefe words: for after the te- 
nor of thefe wordsI have made a covenant 
with thee and with Ifrael. 


Here‘is a repetition of feveral appointments made before, 
efpecially relating to their folemn feafts. When they had 
made the calf, they proclaimed a feaft in honour of it: Now, 
that they might never do fo again, they are here charged with 
the obfervance of the feafts which God had inftituted. Note, 
Men need not be drawn from their religion by the temptation 
ef mirth; for we ferve a Mafter that hath abundantly provided 
for the joy of his fervants. Serious godlinefs is a continual 
feaft, and joy in God always. 

(1.) Once a-week they mult reff, ver. 21.; even in earing- 
time and in harveft, the moft bufy times of the year. All 
worldly bufinefs muft give way to that holy reft. Harveft- 
work will profper the better for the religious obfervation of 
the fabbath-day in harvefttime. Hereby we muft thew, that 
we prefer our communion with God, and our duty to him, be- 
fore either the bufinefs or the joy of harveft. 

(2.) Thrice a-year they mut feaft, ver. 23. they mnft then 
appear before the Lord God, the God of Zfrael. In all our re- 
ligious approaches to God, we muft eye him, 1. As the Lord 
God, inhaitely bleffed, great, and glorious, that we may wor- 
fhip him with reverence and godly fear. 2. As the God of 
Z/rael, a God in covenant with us, that we may be encoura- 
ged to truft injhim, and to ferve him cheerfully. We always 
are before God ; but in holy duties we prefent ourfelves before 
him, a3 fervants to receive commands, as petitioners to fue for 
favours ; and we have reafon to do both with joy. 

But it might be: fuggefted, That when all the males from 

every part of the country were gone up to worfhip in the place 
-that God fhould chufe, the country would be left expofed to 
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the infalts of theit neighbours ; and what would become of the 
poor women and children, the fick and aged, that were left at 
home? Truft God with them, ver. 24. Neither fhall any 
man defire thy land; not only they shall not invade it, but they 
fhall not fo much as think of invading it. Note, 1. All hearts 
are in God’s hand, and under his check ;_he can not only lay 
a reftraint upon mens aétions, but upon their defires. Canaan 
was a defirable land, and the neighbour nations were greedy e- 
nough; and yet God faith, they fhall not defire it. Let us 
check all finful defires in our own hearts againft God and his 


glory, and then truft him to check all finful defires in the - 


hearts of others again{t us and our intereft. 2. The way of 
duty is the way of fafety. 


us; and thofe that venture for him, fhall never lofe by him: 


While we are employed in God’s work, and are attending 


upon him, we are taken under fpecial protection ; as noble- 
men and. members of parliament are privileged from arrefts. 
The three feafts are here mentioned, with their appendages. 
[{1.] The paffover, and the feaf of unleavened bread, in re~ 
membrance of their deliverance out of Egypt ; and to this is 
annexed the law of the redemption of the firft-born, ver. 18, 
IQ; 20. 
oe again, chap. xxii. 15. [2+] The feaft of weeks, z. ¢. 
that of Pentecoft, feven weeks after the paffover; and to this 
is annexed the law of the firft-fruits. [3.] The feaft of in- 
gathering at the year’s end, which was the feaft of tabernacles, 


ver. 22.3 of thefe alfo he had fpoken before, chap. xxii. 16. 


As to thofe laws repeated here, ver. 25, 26. that again/? leaven 
relate to the paflover ; that of the firfi-fruits, to the feaft of 
Pentecoft ; and therefore that again{t /eething the Rid in his mo- 
ther’s milk, in all probability relates to the feaft of in-gathering 
at which God would not have them ufe that fuperftitious cere- 
mony, which probably they had feen the Egyptians or fome o- 
ther of the neighbour nations blefs their harveits with. 

With thefe laws here repeated, it is probablé all that was 
faid to him, when he was before upon the mount, was repeated 
likewife, and the model of the tabernacle fhewed him again, left 
the ruffle and difcompofure which the golden calf had put him 


/ into fhould have loft him the ideas he had in his mind of what 


he had feen and heard ;~alfo in token of a complete reconcilia- 
tion, and to fhew that wot one iota or title of the law fhould pafs 
away, but all fhould be carefully preferved -by the great Me- 
diator, who came not to deffroy, but to fulfil, Matt. v. 17, 18. 
And in the clofe, (1.) Mofes is ordered to awrite thefe words, 
ver. 27. that the people might be the better acquainted with 
them by a frequent perufal, and that they might be tranfmitted 
to the generations to come: We-can never be enough thank- 
ful to God for the written word. (2.) He is told, that ac- 
cording to the tenor of thefe words, God would make a cove- 
nant with Mofes and Ifrael; not with Ifrael immediately, but 
with them in Mofes as mediator: Thus the covenant of grace 
is made with believers through Chrift, who is given for a cove- 
nant to the people, Ufa. xlix. 8. And as here the covenant was 
made according to the tenor of the commands, fo it is fill ; for 
we are by baptifm brought into covenant, that we may be taught 
to.obferve all things whatfoever Chrift hath commanded us, Mat. 
Xxvill. 19, 20. 


28 And he was there with the Lorn forty 


days and forty nights; he did neither eat bread, 
nor drink water: and he wrote upon the tables 


the words of the covenant,. the ten command- 
ments, 29 {[ And it came to pafs when Mofes 
came down from mount Sinai, (with the two 
tables of teftimony in Mofes’ hand; when he 


came . 


Chap. XXXIV. 


If we ferve God, he will preferve 


This feaft was inftituted, chap. xii. and xii; and 
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,come nigh him. 


of the truth of it. 
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Chap. XXXIV. 


came down from the mount,) that Mofes witt 


‘not that the fkin of his face fhone, while he’ 
30 And when Aaron and all ; 


talked with him. 
the children of Ifrael faw Mofes, behold, the 
fkin of his face fhone, and they were afraid to 
31 And Mofes called unto 
them; and Aaron and all the rulers of the con- 
gregation returned unto him: and Mofes talked 
with them. 32 And afterward all the children 
of Hrael came nigh: and he gaye them in com- 
mandment all that the Lorn had f{poken with 
him in mount Sinai. 33 And ti// Mofes had 
done {peaking with them, he put a vail on his 
face. 
Lorp to fpeak with him, he took the vail off, 
until he came out. And he came out and fpake 
unto the children of Ifrael, that which he was 
commanded. 35 And the children of Ifrael faw 
the face of Motes, that the fkin of Mofes’ face 
fhone: and Mofes put the vail upon his face -a- 
gain until he went in to {peak with him. 


. Here is, Fir, The continuance of Mofes in the mount, where 4 


he was miraculoufly fufained, ver. 28. He was tere in very 
intimate communion with God, without interruption, forty days 
and forty nights, and did-not think it long: When we are 


_ weary of -an hour or two fpent in attendance upon God, and 


adoration of him, we fhould think how many days and nights 
Mofes {pent with him, and of the eternal day we hope to fpend 
in praifing him. During all this time Mofes did neither cat 
nor drink: Though he had before been kept fo long fafting, 
yet he did not this fecond time take up fo many days provi- 
fions along with him, but believed that man lives not by bread 
alone, and encouraged himfelf with the experience he had had 
So long he continued without meat and 
drink, (and probably without fleep too:) For, (1.) The pow- 
er of God fupported him, that he did not need it. He that 


- made the body can nourifh it without ordinary means, which 
_ he ufeth, but is not tied to. The life is more than meat. 
His communion with God entertained him fo, that he did not , 


(2.) 


defire it. He had meat to eat which the world knew not of ; 
for it was his meat and drink to hear the word of God, and 
pray. The abundant fatisfaétion his foul ‘had in the word of 
God and the vifions of the Almighty, made him forget the 
body, and the pleafures of that. When God would treat his 


- favourite Mofes, it was not with meat and drink, but with his 


light, law, and love, with the knowledge of himfelf and his 
swill; then man did indeed eat angels food. See what we fhould 
value as the trueft pleafure: The kingdom of God is not meat 
and drink, and neither the plenty or delicacy of that; but 
righteoufne/s, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft. As Mofes, 
fo Elijah and Chrift fafted forty days and forty nights: The 
more dead we are to the delights of fenfe, the better prepared 
‘we are for the pleafures of heaven. 

Secondly,'The coming down of Mofes from the mount, great- 


ly enriched, and miraculoufly adorned. 


_ [1.] He came down enriched with the bef treafure 3 for 
he brought in his hands the two tables of the law, written with 
the finger of God, ver. 28, 29.° It is a great favour to have 
the law given us; this favour was fhewed to Ifrael, Pfal. cxlvii. 
¥9, 20. It is a great honour to be employed in delivering 
God's law to others; this honour was.done to Mofes. 
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34 But when Mofes went in before the’ 
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[2.] He came down adorned with the bef beauty s for the 
Sain of his face Jbone, ver. 29. This time of his being in the 
mount, he heard only the fame he had heard before, but he 


_ faw more of the glory of God; which having with open face 


beheld, he was in fome meafure changed into the fame image 
from glory to glory, 2 Cor. iii. 18. The laft time, he came’ 
down from the mount with the glory of a magiltrate, to frown — 
upon and chaftife Ifrael’s idolatry ; now, with the glory of an 
angel, with tidings of peace and reconciliation: ‘Then he came 
with a rod, now with the fpirit of mecknéfs, Now this may be 
looked upon, ig 

1. As a great honour done to Mofes, that the-people might 
never again queftion his mifion, or think to fpeak flightly of 
him. He carried his credentials in his very countenance, 
which fome think, as long as he lived retained fome remain-’ 
ders of his glory, which perhaps contributed to the vigour of 
his old age: That eye could not wax dim, which had feen 
God ; nor that face wrinkle, which had fhone with his glory: - 
The Ifraelites could not look him in the face, but they mutt 
there read his commiflion: Thus it was done to the man whom 
the King of kings did delight to honour. Yet after this they 
murmured againft him; for the moft fenfible proofs will not 
of themfelves conquer an obftinate infidelity. ‘The fhining of 
Mofes’ face was a great honour to him; yet that was no glory 
in comparifon with the glory which excelled: We read of our 
Lord Jefus, not only that Ais face fhone as the fun, but his 
whole body alfo, for his raiment was white and gliftering, Mat. 
xvii. 2. But when he came down from the mount, he quite 
laid afide that glory; it being his will that we fhould wa/é by 


faith, not by fight. 


2. It was alfo a great favour to the people, and an encou- 
ragement to them, that God put this glory upon him who was 
their interceflor ; thereby giving them aflurance that he was 
accepted, and they through him. ‘Thus the advancement of 
Chrift, our Advocate with the Father, is the great fupport of 
our faith. 

3. It was the effet of his fight of God. Communion with 
God, (1.) Doth make the face to fhine in true honour.  Seri- 
ous godlinefs puts a luftre upon a man’s countenance, fuch as 
commands efteem and affection. (2.) It fhould make the 
face to fhine in univerfal holine/s: When we have been in the 
mount with God, we fhould let our light fhine before men it 
humility, meeknefs, and all the inftances of a heavenly conver- 
fation: Thus muft the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us, 
even the beauty of holine/s ; that all we converfe with may tase 
knowledge of us, that we have been with Fefus, A&s iv. 13. 

Now concerning the fhining of Mofes’ face, obferve here, 

1ff, That Mofes was not aware of it himfelf: ver. 29. He 
wift not that the fein of his face foone. Thus, 1. It is the infe- 
licity of fome, that their faces /bine in true grace; and yet they 
do not snow i#, to take the comfort of it. Others fee much 
of God in them, but they themfelves are ready to think they 
have no grace. 2. It is the humility of others, that their faces 


Jbine in eminent gifts and ufefulnefs; and yet they do not know 


it, to be pufled up with it: Whatever beauty God puts upon 
us, we fhould ftill be filled with fuch a humble fenfe of our own 
unworthinefs and manifold infirmities, as will make us even o- 

verlook and forget that which makes our faces fhine. 
2dly, ‘That Aaron and the children of Ifrael faw it, and 
were afraid, ver. 39. The truth of it was attefted by a mul- 
titude of witneffes, who were alfo confcious of the terror of it. 
It not oaly dazzled their eyes, but ftruck fuch an awe upon 
them, as obliged them to retire: Probably they doubted whe- 
ther it were a token of God’s favour, or of his difpleafure ; 
‘and though it feemed moft likely to be a good omen, yet be- 
ing confcious of guilt, they feared the worlt, efpecially remem- 
bering 
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bering the pofture Mofes found them in when he came laft 
down from the mount. Holinefs will command. reverence ; 
but the fenfe of fin makes men afraid of their friends, and eyen 
" of that which really is a favour to them. 

3dly, That Moles put a vail upon his face, when he percei- 
ved that it fhone, ver. 33, 35. (1.) This teacheth us alla 
Jeffon of modefty and humility: We muft be content to have 
our excellencies obfcured, and a vail drawn over them, not 
coveting to make a fair Jacw in the flefh. They that are truly 
defirous to be owned and accepted of God, will likewife defire 
not tobe taken notice of or applauded by men; gui bene latuit, 
bene vixif. (2.) It teacheth minifters-to accommodate them- 
felves to the capacities of people, and to preach to them as they 
are able to bear it. Let all: that art and learning be vailed 
which tends to amufement rather than edification, and let the 
firong condefcend to the infirmities of the weak. (3.) This 
vail fignified the darknefs of that difpenfation : The ceremonial 
in{titutions had.in them much of Chrift and the grace of the 
gofpel ; but a vail was drawn over it, fo that. the children of 
Ifrael could not diftin@ly and /redfaftly fee thofe good things to 
come which the law had the foadow of. - It was beauty vailed ; 
gold in the mine; a pearl in the fhell: But thanks be to God, 
by the?gofpel, life and immortality are brought to light, the vail 
is taken away from off the Old Teftament ; yet ftill it remains 
upon the hearts of thofe who fhut their eyes again{t the light. 
Thus the apoltle expounds this paflage, 2 Cor. iti. 13,—1I5. 


_4thly, That when he went in before the Lord, to {peak.with |” : J : : 
14 The candleftick alfo for the light, and his 


him in the tabernacle of meeting, he put off the vail, ver. 34. 
Then there was no occafion for it: “And. before God, every 
man doth, and mult, appear wnvailed; for all things are naked 
and open before the eyes of him with whom we have to do, and 
* it is folly for us to think of concealing cr difguifing any thing: 
Every vail muft be thrown afide, when we come to prefent 
ourfelyes unto the Lord. This fignified alfo, as it is explain- 
ed, 2 Cor, iii, 16. that when a foul turns to the Lord, the vail 
Soall be taken away, that with open face it may behold his glory. 
And when we fhall come before the Lord in heaven, to be there 
for ever (peaking with him, the vail fhall not only be taken off 
from the Divine Glory, but from our hearts and eyes, that we 
may fee as we are feen, and know as we are known. 
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What fhould have been faid and done upon Mofes’ coming down 
the firj? time from the mount, if the golden calf had not broke 
the meafures, and put all into diforder, now at laft, when 
with great difficulty reconciliation was made, begins to be faid 
and done ; and that great affair, of the fetting up of God's 
worfbip, is put into its former channel again, and goes on now 
avithout interruption. 1. Mofes gives Ifrael thofe inftrucions 
he had received, which required a prefent obfervance: (1.) 
Concerning the fabbath, ver. t;—3._ (2.) Concerning the 
coniribution that was to be made for the eredting of the taber- 
nacle, ver. 4,—Q. (3.) Concerning the framing of the ta- 

ternacle, and the utenfils of it, ver..10,—19. Il. The people 
bring in their contributions, ver. 20,—29. III. The head- 
workmen are nominated, Ver. 30,—~3 5. 

ND Mofes gathered all the congregation of 

f/-% the children of Hrael together, and faid 

anto them, Thefe are the words which the Lorp 

hath commanded, that ye fhould do them. 2 

Six days fhall work be done, but on the feventh 

day there fhall be to you an holy day, a fab- 

bath of reft to the Lorp: whofoever doeth work 
a#herein, fhall be put to death. 3 Ye fhall kin- 
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dle no fire throughout your habitations upon: 

the fabbath-day. 4 {| And Mofes fpake unto — 
all the congregation of the children of Mfrael, 
faying, This is the thing which the Lorp com- 
manded, faying, 5 Take ye from amongft you 
an offering unto the Lorp: Whofoever zs of a 
willing heart, let him bring it, an offering of 
the Lorp; gold, and filver, and brats, 6 And 
blue, and purple, and fearlet, and fine linen, 
and goats hair, 7 And rams {kins dyed red, and 
badgers fkins, and fhittim-wood, 8 And oil for 
the light, and fpices tor anointing oil, and. for 
the {weet incenfe, 9 And onyx-ftones, and 
ftones to be fet for the ephod, and for the 
breaft-plate. 1o And every wife-hearted among 
you, fhall come and make all that the Lorp 
hath commanded; 11 The tabernacle, his tent, 
and his covering, his taches, and: his boards, his 
bars, his pillars, and his fockets, 12 The ark 
and the ftaves thereof, with the mercy-feat, and 
the vail of the covering, 13 The tabie and his 
flaves, and. all his veflels, and the fhew-bread, 


furniture, and his lamps, with the oil for the 
light, 15 And the incenfe-altar, and his flaves, 
and the anointing oil, and the fweet incenie, 
and the hanging for the door at the enteringyin 
of the tabernacle, 16 The altar of burnt-offér- 
ing with his brafen grate, his ftaves, and all his 
vetlels, the laver and his foot, 17 The hangings 
of the court, his pillars, and their fockets, and 


| the hanging for the door of the court, 18 The 


pins of the tabernacle, and the pins of the court, 
and their cords, 19 The clothes of fervice, to 
do fervice in the holy place, the holy garments 
for Aaron the prieft, and the garments of his 
fons to minifter in the priefts office. , 


It was faid in general, chap. xxxiv. 32.. That Mofes gave 
them in commandment all that the Lord had Spoken with him « 
But the erecting and fwrnifhing of the tabernacle being the 
work to, which they were now immediately to apply them- 
felves, here is particular mention of the orders given concern- 
ing that. 2 

Firfi, All the congregation is fummoned to attend, ver. 1. 
viz. the heads and. rulers of the congregation, the reprefenta- 
tives of the feveral tribes, who mutt receive inftru@tions from. 
Mofes, as he had received them from the Lord, and mutt com- 
municate them to the people. Thus St John being commend- 
ed to write what had been revealed to him to the feven churches, 
writes it to the angels or minifters of the churches. pia 

Secondly, Mofes gave them in charge all that, and that only, 
which God had -commanded him: "Thus he approved himfelf. 
faithful both to God and Ifrael, between whom he was a mef= 
fenger or mediator. If he had added, altered, or diminifhed,.. 
he had been falfe to both; but both. fides having repofed a’ 
truft in him, he was true to the truft; Yet he was faithful as. 
a fervant only, but Ghriff as a fons Heb. iti, 5, 6. . 

ac Thirdly 


« 


_ bring. 


Chap. XXXV. 


Thirdly, He begins with the law of the fabbath, becaufe that 
was much infifted on in the mftruations he had received, ver. 
2,3. Six days fhall work be done: Work for the tabernacle, the 
work of the day that was now to be done in its day; and. they 
had little elfe to do here in the wildernefs, where they had 
neither hufbandry nor merchandife, neither food to get, nor 
clothes to make: But on the feventh day you mutt not ftrike a 
{troke, no, not at the tabernacle-work ; the honour of the /ad- 
Lath was above that of the /an@uary, more ancient, and more 
lafting: ‘That mult be to you a holy day, devoted to God, and 
not to be {peat in common bufinefs; it is a fabbath of reff. It 
is a fabbath of fabbaths, fo fome read it ; more honourable and 
excellent than any of the other feafts, and fhould furvive them 
all. 4 fabbath of fabbatifm, 40 others read it ; being typical 
of that fabbati/m, or ref, both fpiritual and eternal, which-re- 
mains for the people of God, Heb. iv. 9. Itisa fabbath of 
ref, i. e. in which a reft from all worldly labour muft be very 
carefully and f{triétly obferved. It is a Jabbath, and a little fab- 
bath, fo fome of the Jews would have it read ; not only obfer- 
ving the whole day as a fabbath, but an hour before the be- 
ginning of it, and an hour after the ending of it, which the 
throw in over and above out of their own time, and call a /ittle 
fabbath, to fhew how glad they are atthe approach of the fab- 
bath, and how loth te part with it. It is a /abbath of reft ; 
but it is ref to the Lord, to whofe honour it mu{t be devoted. 
A penalty is here annexed to the breach of it, Whofoever doth 
work therein, fhall be put to death; and a particular prohi- 
bition of kindling fires on the fabbath-day for any fervile work, 
as {miths work, or plumbers, &c. 

Fourthly, He orders preparation to be made for the fetting 
up of the tabernacle. T'wo things were to be done; 

{1.] All that were able muft contribute: Take ye from a- 
mong you an offering, ver. 5. ‘The tabernacle was to be dedi- 
cated to the honour of God, and ufed in his fervice ; and there- 
fore what was brought for the fetting up and furnifhing of that, 
was an offering to the Lord. Our goodne/s extendeth not to God: 
But what is laid out for the fupport of his kingdom and inte- 
reft among men, he is pleafed to accept as an offering to him- 
felf; and he requires fuch acknowledgments of our receiving 
our all from him, and fuch inftances of our dedicating our all 
tohim. The rule is, Whofoever is of a willing heart, let him 
It was not to be taxed upon them, but a benevolence 
or voluntary contribution; to intimate to us, 1. That God has 
not made our yoke heavy. He is a Prince that doth not bur- 
den his fubjects with taxes, nor make them to ferve with an of- 
fering ; but draws with the cords of a man, and leaves it to 
ourfelves to jadge what is right: His is a government that there 
is no caufe to complain of, for he doth not rule with rigour. 
2. That God loves a cheerful giver, and is beft pleafed with 
the free-will offerings. 'Thofe fervices are acceptable to him 
that come from the willing heart of a willing people, Pfal. 
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[2.] All that were {kilful muft work, ver. 10. Every wife- 
hearted among you fhall come and make. See how God dif- 
penfeth his gifts varioufly ; and as every man hath received the 
Sift, fo he muft minifler, 1 Pet. iv. ro. ‘Thofe that were rich, 
mutt bring in materials to work on; thofe that were ingenious, 


- mutt ferve the tabernacle with their ingenuity ; as they needed 


one another, fo the tabernacle needed them both, 1Cor. xii.g,21. 
The work was likely to go on, when fome helped with their 
purfes, others with their hands, and both with a willing heart. 
Mofes, as he had told them what mutt be given, ver. 5—9. fo 
he gives them the general heads of avhat mult be made, ver. 
*11,—19, that, feeing how much work was before them, they 
might apply themfelves to it the more vigcroufly, and every 


hand might be bufy ; and it gave them fuch an idea of the fa- 
bric defigned, that they could not but long to fee it finifhed. 


20 ¥ And all the congregation of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael departed from the prefence of 
Mofes. 21 And they came, every one whofe 
heart ftirred him up, and every one whom his 
fpirit made willing, and they brought the Lorn’s 
offering to the work of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and for all his fervice, and for the 
holy garments. 22.And they came both men 
and women, as many as were willing-hearted, 
and brought bracelets, and ear-rings, and rings, 
and tablets, all jewels of gold: and every man 
that offered, offered an offering of gold unto the 
Lorp. 23 And every man with whom was 
found blue, and purple, and fcarlet, and fine 
linen, and goats hair, and red ikins of rams, 
and badgers fkins, brought them. 24 Every 
one that did offer an offering of filver and brafs, 
brought the Lorp’s offering: and every man 
with whom was found fhittim-wood for any 
work of the fervice, brought it. 25 And all 
the women 'that were wile-hearted, did fpin 
with their hands, and brought that which they 
had fpun, beth of blue, and of purple, and of 
{carlet, and of fine linen. 26 And all the wo- 
men whofe hearts ftirred them up in wifdom, 
{pun goats hair. 27 And the rulers brought 
onyx-ftones, and ftones to be fet, for the ephod, 
and for the breaft-plate ; 28 And {pice, and oil 
for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for 
the {weet incenfe. 29 The children of Hrael 
brought a willing offermg unto the Lorp, every 
man and woman, whofe heart made them wil- 
ling to bring for all manner of work which the 
Lorp had commanded to be made, by the hand 
of Mofes. 


Mofes haying made known to them the will of God, they 
went home, and immediately put in practice what they had 
heard, ver. 20. O that every congregation would thus depart 
from the hearing of the word of God, with a full refolution to 
be doers of the fame! Obferve here, 

Firf, The offerings that were brought for the fervice of 
the tabernacle, ver. 21, Sc.: Concerning which many things 
may be noted. [1.] It is intimated, that they brought their 
offerings prefently: ‘Chey departed to their tents immediately 
tg fetch their offering, and did not defire time to confider of 
it, left, their zeal fhould be cooled by delays. ‘What duty 
God convinceth us of, and calls us to, we fhould fet about it 
fpeedily. No feafon will be more convenient than the prefent- 
feafon. [2.] It is faid, that their fpirits made them willing, 
ver. 21. and their hearts, ver. 29. What they did, they did 
cheerfully, and from a good principle. They were willing; and 
it was not any external inducement that made them fo, but 
their /pirits. It was from a principle of love to God and his 
fervice, a defire of his prefence with them by his ordinances, 
gratitude for the great things he had done for them, faith in his 

2 promife 


“ 


_ God hath profpered him, 1 Cor. xvi. 2. 
‘cefles fhould be acknowledged by extraordinary offerings. 
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promife of what he would further do, or at leaft, from the pre- 


_fent confideration of thefe things, that they were willing to of- ' 


fer. What we give and do for God is then acceptable, when 
it comes from a good principle in the heart and fpirit. [3.] 
When it is faid, that as many as were willing-hearted brought 
their offerings, (ver. 22.) it fhould feem as if there were fome 
that were not, who loved their gold better than their God, and 
would not part with it, no, not for the fervice of the tabernacle. 
Such there are who will be called Ifraelites, and yet will not 
be moved by the equity of the thing, God’s expectations from 
them, and the good examples of thofe about them, to part 


with any thing for the interefts of God’s kingdom; they are 


for the true religion, provided it be cheap, and will coft them 
nothing. [4.] The offerings were of divers kinds, according 
as they had. Thofe that had gold and precious {tones brought 
them, not thinking any thing too good and too rich to part 
with for the honour of God. Thofé that had not precious 
{tones to bring brought goats hair, and rams fkins: If we can- 
not'do as much as others for God, we muft not therefore fit 
ftill, and do nothing: If the meaner offerings, which are ac- 
cording to our ability, gain us not fuch a reputation among 
men; yet they fhall not fail of acceptance with God, who re- 
quires according to what a man hath, and not according to what 
he hath not, 2 Cor. viii. 12. . Two mites from a Pauper were 
more pleafing than fo many ¢alents froma Dives, 2 Kings v. 
23. God has an eye to the heart of the giver, more than to 
the value of the gift. [5.] Many of the things they offered 
were their ornaments: Bracelets, and rings, and tablets, or 
lockets, ver. 22.; and even the women parted with thefe: 
Can_a maid forget her ornamenis ? Thus far they forgot them, 
that they preferred the beautifying of the fanctuary before their 
‘own adorning. Leet this teach us, in general, to part with 
that for God, when he calls for it, which is very dear to us, 
which we value, and: value ourfelves by ; and particularly to 
lay afide our ornaments, and deny ourfelves in them, when 
either they occafion offence to others, ‘or feed our own pride. 
If we think thofe gofpel-rules concerning our clothing too 
fri, 1 Tim. it. 9, 10. 1 Pet. iii. 3, 4.. I fear we would 
{carce have done as thefe Ifraelites here did. If they thought 
their ornaments well beftowed upon the tabernacle, fhall not 
we think the want of ornaments well made up by the graces 
of the Spirit? Prov. i. 9. 
offered, we may fuppofe, were moftly the fpoils of the Egyp- 
tians; for the Ifraelites in Egypt were kept poor, till they 
borrowed at parting. And we may fuppofe the rulers had 
better things, ver. 27. only becaufe thay had a better intereft 
when they borrowed. Who would have thought that ever the 
wealth of Egypt fhould have been fo well employed ;. but thus 
God hath often made the earth to help the woman, Rev. xii. 
16. Iti was by a fpecial providence and promife of God that 


_ the Ifraelites got all that fpoil; and therefore it was highly fit 


that they fhould devote a part of it to the fervice of that God 
to whom they owed it all. Let every man give according as 
Extraordinary fuc- 


Apply it to human learning, arts and fciences, which are bor- 
rowed, as it were, from the Egyptians ; thofe that are enrich- 
ed with thefe, muft devote them to the fervice of God and 
his tabernacle: They may be ufed as helps to underftand the 


criptures, as ornaments or handmaids to divinity. But then 


great care muft be taken that Egypt’s gods mingle not with 
‘Egypt’s gold: Mofes, though /earned in all the learning of the 
Egyptians, did not therefore pretend, in the leaft inftance, to 
correct the pattern fhewed him in the mount. The furnifhing 
of the tabernacle with the riches of Egypt, was perhaps a good 
omen to the Gentiles, who, in the fulnefs of time, fhould be 
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[6.] Thefe rich things that they ~ 
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brought into the ‘gofpel-tabernacle, and their filver and their 
gold with them, Ta. Ix. 9.; and it fhould be faid, Bleed be E- 
sypt, my people, Ua. xix. 25. (7.] We may fuppofe that the 
remembrance of the offerings to the making of the golden calf, 
made them the more forward in thefe offerings. Thofe that 
had then parted with their ear-rings, would now teftify their 
repentance, by giving the reft of their jewels to the fervice of 
God: Godly forrow worketh fuch a revenge, 2 Cor. vil. 11. 
And thofe that had kept themfelves pure from that idolatry, 
yet argued with themfelves, ‘* Were they fo forward in con- 
tributing to an idol, and fhall we be backward or fneaking in 
our offerings to the Lord ?? Thus fome good was brought e- 
ven out of that evil, 

Secondly, The work that was done for the fervice of the ta- 
bernacle, ver. 25. The women did fpin with their hands. 
Some fpun fine work, of blue and purple: Others coarfe work, 
of goats hair; and yet theirs alfo is faid to be done in wi/dom, 
ver. 26. As it is not only rich gifts, fo it is not only fine 
work that God accepts. Notice is here taken of the good 
aomens work for God, as well as of Bezaleel’s and Aholiab’s. 
The meaneft hand employed, the meaneft fervice performed,. 
for the honour of God, fhall have an honourable recompenfe ; 
Mary’s anointing Chrift’s head fhall be told for a memorial, 
Matt. xxvi. 13.; and a record kept of the women that laboured 
in the gofpel-tabernacle, Phil. iv. 3. and were he/pers to Paul in 
Chrift Jefus, Rom. xvi. 3. It is a part of the charaéter of 
the virtuous woman, that fhe layeth her hand to the /pindle, 
Prov. xxxi. 19. This employment was here turned to a pi- 
ous ufe, as it may be ftill, though we have no hangings to 
make for the tabernacle, by the imitation of the charity of Dor- 
cas, who made coats and garments for poor widows, Acts ix 
39. Even thofe that are not in a capacity to give in charity, 
may yet work in charity: And thus the poor may relieve the 
poor ; and thofe that have nothing but their limbs and fenfes 
may be very charitable in the labour of love. . 


30 YF And Mofes faid unto the children of 
Ifrael, See, the Lorp hath called by name Be- 
zaleel the fon of Uri, the fon of Hur, of the tribe 
of Judah: 31 And he hath filled him with the. 
fpirit of God, in wifdom, in underftanding, and. 
in knowledge, and in all manner of workman- 
fhip; 32 And to devife curious works, to work 
in gold, and in filver, and in brafs, 33 And in 
the cutting of ftones to fet them, and in carving. 
of wood to make any manner of cunning work.. 
34 And he hath put in his heart that he may: 
teach, both he and Aholiab the fon of Ahifa-. 
mach of the tribe of Dan. 35 Them hath he 
filled with wifdom of heart, to work all manner 
of work, of the engraver, and of the cunning: 
workman, and of the embroiderer, in blue;. 
and in purple, in fearlet, and in fine linen, 
and. of the weaver, even of them that do 
any work, and of thofe that devife cunning, 
work. is 


Here is the divine appointment of the mafter-workmen, that- 
there might be no ftrife for the office, and that, all that were. — 
employed in the work might take direction from, and give ac- 
count to thefe general infpectors; for God is the God of or-- 
der, and not of confufion. i 

Obferye,, 


1" 
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Chit, eB Thofe whom God called by name to this fer- 


‘vice, he filled with the fpirit of God, to qualify them for it, 


ver. 30, 31. Skill in fecular employments is God’s gift, and 
comes from above, James i. 17." From him the faculty is, and 
the improvement of it; to his honour therefore all knowledge 


“mutt be devoted, and we mutt ftudy how to ferve him with 


it. The work was extraordinary which Bezaleel was defigned 
for, and therefore he was qualified in an extraordinary manner 
for it: Thus when the apoftles were appointed to be mefter- 


builders in fetting up the gofpel-tabernacle, they were filed 


with the [pirit of God in wifdom and underftanding. 

[2.] They were appointed not only to devi/e, but to work, 
ver. 32. to work all manner of work, ver. 35. Thofe of emi- 
nent gifts, that are capable of directing others, muft not think 
that that will excufe them in idlenefs. Many are ingenious e- 
nough in cutting out work for other people, and can tell what 
this man and that man fhould do; but the burdens they bind 
on others, they themfelves will not touch with one of their fing- 
ers: Thefe will fall under the character of /lothful fervants. 
 [3.] They were not only to devife and work themfelves, 
but théy were to each others, ver. 34.; not only that he may 
have power to command, but that he may take pains to in/lrud. 
Thofe that rule fhould teach; and thofe to whom God hath 
given knowledge, fhould be willing to communicate it for the 
benefit of others, not coveting to monopolize it. 


, 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


In this chapter, 1. The work of the tabernacle is begun, vers 1, 


—4. IL. 4 flop put to the people’s contributions, ver. 5;— 
7. Ill. A particular account is given of the making of the 
tabernacle itfelf: The fine curtains of it, ver. 8,—13.5 the 
coarfe ones, yer. 14,—19.3 the boards, ver. 20,—30.3 the 
‘bars, ver. 31,—34.3 the partition-vail, ver. 35, 36.3 and the 
Bangings for the door, ver. 37, 38. 


HEN wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and 
every wife-hearted man, in whom. the 
Loxp put wifdom and underftanding, to know 
how +o work all manner of work for the fervice 
of the fanétuary, according to all that the Lorp 
had commanded. 2 And Mofes called Beza- 
leel and Aholiab, and every wife-hearted man, 
in whofe heart the Lorp had put wifdom, even 
every one whofe heart ftirred him up to come 
unto the work to do it. 3 And they received 
of Mofes all the offering which. the children. of 
I{rael had. brought, for the work of the fervice 
of the fanétuary, to make it witha/. And they 


‘brought yet unto him free offerings every morn: 


ing. 4 And all the wife men that wrought all 
the work of the fanctuary, came every man 
from his work which they made. 5 | And 
they fpake unto Mofes, faying, The people 
bring much more than enough for: the: fervice 
of the work which the LorD commanded. to 
make. 6 And. Mofes gave commandment, 
and they caufed it to be proclaimed through- 
out the camp, faying, Let neither man nor wo- 
man make any more offering for the work of 


the fanctuary. So the people were reftrained 
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up a fpiritual houfe, 1. Pet. tie 5. 
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from bringing. 7 For the ftuff they had was 
fufficient for all the work to make it, and too 
much. , 
Here is, Firf, The workmen fet in without delay : Then 
they wrought, ver. r. When God had qualified them for the 
work, then they applied themfelves to it. Note, The talents 
we are intrufted with muft not be laid up, but laid out ; not 
hid in a napkin, but traded with. What have we all our gifts 


for, but to do good with them? Then when Mofes called them, 


ver. 2. Eyen thofe whom God has qualified for, and inclin- 
ed to the fervice of the tabernacle, yet muft wait for a regular 
call to it; either extraordinary, as that of preachers and a- 
poftles ; or ordinary, as that of pa/fors and teachers. And ob- 
ferve who they were that Mofes called; thofe in whofe heart 
God had put wifdom for this purpofe, beyond their natural ca« 
pacity, and whofe heart flirred him up to come to the work in 
good earneft. Note, Thofe are to be called to the building of 
the gofpel-tabernacle, whom God has, by his grace, made in 


-fome meafure fit for the work, and free to it: Ability and 


willingnefs, with refolution are the two things to be. regarded: 


in the call of minifters.. Has God given them not only énow: - 


ledge, but wifdom? for he that would win fouls muft be wife : 
And have their hearts flirring them up to come to the work, and. 
not to the honour only! to-do it, and not talk of it only! Let. 
them come to it with full purpo/e of heart to go through with: 


it. 


The materials which the people had contributed were de- 
livered by Mofes to the workmen, ver. 3. .They could nct 
create a tabernacle, that is, make it out of nothing ; nor work, 
unlefs they had fomething to work upon: That therefore the 
people brought, and Mofes put it into their hands. Precious 
fouls arethe materials of the gofpel tabernacle, they are built 
To this end. they are to of- 
fer themfélves a free-will offering to the Lord for his fervice,, 
Rom. xy. 16.; and they are then committed to the care of 
his minifters, as builders, to be framed and wrought upon for 
their-edification and increafe in holinefs, trl they all come, like 


the curtains of the tabernacle, in the unity of the faith, to be a 


holy temple, Eph. ii. 21, 22. and iv. 12,13. 

Secondly, ‘The contributions reftrained.. The people conti~ 
nued to bring free offerings, every morning, ver. 3. Note, We 
thould always make it our morning’s work to bring our offer- 
ing unto the Lord ; even the fpiritual offerings of prayer: and: 
praife, and a broken heart furrendered entirely.to God: This 
is that which the duty of every day requires. _God’s compa{- 
fions are new every morning, and fo fhould our offerings be 
our free offerings : God’s grace to us is free, and fo muft our 
duty to him be. Probably there were fome that were back- 
ward at firft to bring their offering ; but their neighbours for- 
wardnefs ftirred them up, and fhamed them. ‘The zeal of 
fome provoked:many.. There are thofe who will be content to 
follow, that yet do not care for leading in a good work: It is 
beft to be forward, but better late than never. Or, perhaps 
fome that had offered at firft, having pleafure in refleCting up- 
on it, offered more ; fo far were they from grudging what they: 
had contributed, that they doubled their contribution, Thus, 
in charity, give a@ portion to feven, and alfo to eight. avying 
given much, give more. 

Now obferve, [1.] The honefty of the workmen. Wher 
they had cut.out their work, and found how their {tuff held 
out, and that the people were {till forward to bring in more, 
they went in‘a body to Mofes, to tell him that there. needed 
no more contributions, ver. 4, 5. Had they fought their own 
things, they had now a fair opportunity of enriching them- 
felyes by the people’s gifts ; for they might have made up theix 
ig work 


~ 
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work, and converted the overplus to their own ule, as perqui- 
fites of their place. - But they were men of integrity, that 
feorned to do fo mean a thing as to /punge upon the people, 
and enrich themfelves with that which was offered to the 
Lord: Thofe are the greateft cheats that cheat the public. If 
to nrurder many, is worfe than to murder one; by the fame 
rule, to defraud communities, and to robe the church or {ftate, 
is a much greater crime than to pick the pockets of a fingle 
perfon. But thefe workmen here were not only ready to ac- 
count for all they received, but were not willing to receive 
more'than they had occafion for, left they fhould come either 
into the tcmptation, or under the fufpicion of taking it to 
themfelves. Thefe were men that knew when they had e- 
aough. 

_[2.] The liberality of the people; that though they faw 
what a great deal was contributed, yet they continued to offer, 
till they were forbidden by proclamation, ver. 6, 7. A rare 
inftance! Moft need a fpvr to quicken their charity ; few 

_need a bridle to‘check it, yet thefe here did. Had Mofes 
aimed to enrich himfelf, he might have fuffered them ftill ‘to 
bring in their offerings; and when the work was finifhed, might 
have taken the remainder to’ himfelf: But he alfo preferred the 
public before his own private intere{t, and was therein 2 good 
example to all public trufts. It is faid, ver. 6. the people were 
reftrained from bringing: They looked upon it as a reffraint 
upon them, not to be allowed to do more for the tabernacle; 
fuch was the zeal of thofe people, who gave ¢o their power, yea, 
and beyond their power, praying the colle€tors, with much. in- 
treaty, to receive the gift, 2 Cor. viii. 3, 4. Thefe were the 
fraits of a_fir/f ove; in thefe Jaf? days, charity is grown too 
cold, for us to expect fuch things from it. 


-8@ And every wife-hearted man, among 
them that wrought the work of the taberna- 
cle, rhade ten curtains of fine twined linen, and 
blue, and purple, and fearlet: with cherubims 
-of cunning work made he them. g The length 
of one curtam was twenty and eight cubits, and 
the breadth of one curtain four cubits: the cur- 
tains were all of one fize. 1o And he coupled 
the five curtains one unto another, and the o- 
ther five curtains he coupled one unto another. 
tz And he made loops of blue on the edge of 
one curtain, from the felvedge in the coupling: 
dikewife he made in the uttermoft. fide of ano- 
ther curtain, in the coupling of the fecond. 12 
Fifty loops made he in one curtain, and fifty 
loops made he in the edge of the curtain which 
qwas in the coupling of the fecond: the loops 
held one curtain to another. 13 And he made 
fifty taches of gold, and coupled the curtains 
one unto another with the taches. 
came one tabernacle, 


The firft work they fet about was the framing of the houfe; 
that mut be done before the furniture of it was prepared. 
This houfe was not made of timber or ftone, but of curtains 
curioufly embroidered, and coupled together. This ferved to 
typify the ftate of the church in this world, the palace of God’s 
Kingdom among men. [1.] Though it-be upon the earth, yet 
its foundation is not in the earth, as that of a houfe is; no, 
Chrifl’s kingdom is not of this world, nor founded in it. [2.] 
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So it be- 


It is mean and mutable, and in a militant ftate; Shepherds. 


dwell in tents, and God is the Shepherd of Tfrael: Soldiers 
dwell in tents, and the Lord is a man of war; and his church 
marcheth through an enemy’s country, and mult fight its way. 
The kings of the earth clofe them/elves in cedar, Jer. XXMl. 1545. 
but the ark of God was lodged in curtains only. .[3.] Yet 
there is a beauty in holinefs; the curtains were embroidered : 
So is the church adorned with the gifts and graces of the 
Spirit, that raiment of needle-work, Plal. xlv. 14. [4-] The 
feveral focicties of believers are united in one, and, as here, all 
become one tabernacle; for there is one Lord, one faith, and one 


baptifin. 

14 {| And he made curtains of goats hair, 
for the tent over the tabernacle: eleven cur- 
tains he made them. 15 The length of one 
curtain was thirty cubits, and four cubits was 
the breadth of one curtam: the eleven cur: 
tains were of one fize. 16 And he coupled 
five curtains by themfelves, and fix curtains 
by themfelves. 17 And he made fifty loops 
upon the uttermoft.edge of the curtain in the 
coupling, and fifty loops made he upon the 
edge of the curtain, which coupleth the fecond. 
18 And he made fifty taches of brafs, to couple 
the tent together, that it might be one. Ig 
And he made a covering for the tent, of rams 
fkins dyed red, and a covering of badgers {kins 
above that. 20 9 And he made boards for the 
tabernacle, of fhittim-wood, ftanding up. 21 
The length of a board was ten cubits, and the 
breadth of a board one cubit and a half. 22 
One board had two tenons, equally diftant one 
from another: thus did he make for all the 
boards of the tabernacle. 23 And he made 
boards for the tabernacle: twenty boards for 
the fouth-fide, fouth-ward. 24 And forty 
fockets of filver he made under the twenty 
boards.; two fockets under one board for his 


two tenons, and two fockets under another 


board for his two tenons. 25 And for the o- 
ther fide of the tabernacle wich is toward the 
north-corner, he made twenty boards, 26 And 


their forty fockets of filver: two fockets under 


one board, and two fockets under another board. 
27 And-for the fides of the tabernacle weft-' 
ward, he made fix boards. 28 And two boards 
made he for the corners of the tabernacle in 
the two fides. 29 And they were coupled be- 
neath, and coupled together at the head there- 
of, to one ring: thus he did to both of them in 
both the corners. 30 And there were eight 
boards; and their fockets were fixteen fockets 
of filver, under every board two fockets. 31 
q And he made bars of fhittim-wood: five for 
the boards of the one fide of the tabernacle, 32 
And five bars for the boards of the other fide 
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of the tabernacle, and five bars for the boards 
of the tabernacle for the fides weft-ward. 33 
And he made the middle bar to {hoot through 
the boards from the one’end to the other. , 34 
And he overlaid the boards with gold, and 
made their rings of gold zo be places for the 
bars, and overlaid the bars with gold. 


Here, {1.] The fhelter and fpecial proteétion that the 
church is ander, is fignified by the curtains of hair-cloth which 
were {pread over the tabernacle, and the covering of rams {kins 
and badgers fkins over them, ver. £4,~~19, God has pro- 
vided for his people a /hadow from the hcat and a covert from 
the florm and rain, Ua. iv. 6. They are armed againit all 
aveathers ; the fan and moon fhall not /mite them: And they 
are protected from’ the {torms of divine wrath, that hail which 
will fweep away the refuge of lies, Va. xxviii. 17.  Thofe 
that dwell in God’s houfe {hall find, be the tempeit ever fo 


violent, or the dropping ever fo continual, it doth not rain in. © 


‘[2.] The ftrength and ftability of the church, though it be but 
a tabernacle, is fignified by the boards and bars with which 
the curtains were borne up, ver. 20,—-34. ‘The boards were 
coupled together and joined by the bars which fhot through 
them ; for the union of the church, and the hearty agreement 
of thofe that are its {tays and fupporters among themfelves, con- 
tributes abundantly to its ftrength and eftablifhment. 


35 4 And he made a vail of blue, and. pur- 
ple, and fcarlet, and fine twined linen: wth 
cherubims made he it of cunning work. 36 
And he made thereunto four pillars of fhittim- 


wood, and overlaid them with gold: their hooks 


qwere of gold, and he caft for them four fockets 
of filver. 37 § And he made an hanging for 
the tabernacle-door, ef blue, and purple, and 
fcarlet, and fine twined linen, of needle-work. 
38 And’the five pillarsof it with their hooks: 
.and he overlaid their chapiters, and their fillets, 
with gold : but their five fockets were of brafs. 

In the building of a houfe there is a great deal of work a- 
bout the doors and partitions; in the tabernacle they were an- 
{werable to the reit of the fabric; that was curtains, thefe were 
nails. a 

1. There was a vail made for a partition between the holy 
place and the moft holy, ver. 35, 36. This fignified the 
darknefs and diftance of that difpenfation, compared with the 
New: Teftament, which fhews us the glory of God more clear- 
ly, and invites us to draw near to it; and the darknefs and 
diftance of our prefent ftate, in comparifon with heaven, where 
we fhall be ever with the Lord, and fee him as he is. 

2. There was a-vail made for the door of the tabernacle, 
ver. 37,.3%. At this door the people afembled, though for- 
bidden to enter; for while we are.in this prefent ftate, we 
mutt get as near to.God as we can. 


oy Crt APS XXXVEL 
Bezaleel and his workmen are fill bufy ; making, (1.) The ark, 
with the mercy-feat aad the cherubims, ver. 2,—9: (2.) The 
table, with its wefféls, vers. 10,—16. (3.) The candleftick, 
with its appurtenances, ver. 19,—24. (4.) The golden altar 
for incenfe, ver. 25,—28. (5.) The holy oil and incenfe, ver. 
29. The particular appointment concerning each of which, we 

had before in the 25th and 30th chapters... 
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ND Bezaleel made the ark of fhittim- 

[4% wood: two cubits and a half was the 
length of it, and a cubit and a half the breadth 
of it, and a cubit and a half the height of it. 
2 And he overlaid it with pure gold within’ 
and without, and made a crown of gold to it 
round about. 3 And he caft fer it four rings 
of gold, to be fet by the four corners of it: even 
two rings upon the one fide of it, and two rings 
upon the other fide of it. 4 And he made 
{taves of fhittim-wood, and overlaid them with | 
gold. 5 And he put the ftaves into the rings, 
by the fides of the ark, to bear the ark. 6 
And he made the mercy-feat of pure gold: two 
cubits and an half was the length thereof, and. 
one cubit and an half the breadth™thereof. 7 
And he made two cherubims of gold, beaten 
out of one piece made he them, on the two ends 
of the mercy-feat: 8 One cherub on the end 
on this fide, and another cherub on the other 


end on that fide: out of the merey-feat made 


he the cherubims on the two ends thereof. 9 
And the cherubims fpread out their wings on 
high, and covered with their wings over the 
mercy-feat, with their faces oné to another ; 
even to the mercy-feat-ward were the faces ol” 
the cherubims. : 


It may be thought ftrange, that Mofes, when he had record- 
ed’ fo fully the inftruGtions given'him upon the mount for the 
making of all thefe things, fhould here record as particularly 
the making of them, when it might have fufficed only to have 
faid in a few words, that each of thefe things was made exact- 
ly according to the direStions before recited. We are {ure 
Mofes, when he wrote by divine. infpiration, ufed no vain re- 
petitions ; there are no idle words in. feripture:. Whey then 
are fo many chapters taken up with this narrative, which we> 
are tempted to think needlefs and tedious? But we mutt confi- 
der; [1.] That Mofes wrote primarily for the people of Ifra- 
el, to whom it would be of great ufe to read and hear often 
of thefe divine and facred treafures with which they were en- - 
trufted. ‘Uhefe feveral ornaments wherewith the tabernacle 
was furnifhed they were. not admitted to fee, but.the priefts 
only; and therefore it was requifite they fhould be thus largely 
defcribed particularly. to them.. That which they ought to 
read again and again, left they fhould-fail of doing, that is 
written again and again: Thus many of the fame paflages of 
the hiftory of Chrift are in the New Teftament related by two 
or three, and.fome by four of the evangelifts, for the fame rea- 
fon.. ‘The great things of God’s law and gofpel we need to 
have ¢nculcated upon us again and again. ~ To write the fame 
(faith St Paul)ito meds nor grievous, but for you it is fafe, Phil. 
ili. 1.. [2..] Mofes would thus fhew the great:care which he 

_ and his workmen took.to make every thing exactly according 
to the pattern fhewed him in the mount. Having before given 
us the original, he here gives'us the copy, that we may compare 

_them, and obferve how..exaétly they agree. Thus he appeals 

‘to every reader. concerning his fidelity to him that’ appointed 

him, in all bis houfe, and in all the particulars. of it, Heb. iti. 

‘5. And thus he teacheth us to have refpeét to all Gods ¢com- 

“mandments, even to every iota and title of them. . [3.} It: is 

intimate. < 


Sa 


intimated hereby, that God takes delight in the fincere obe- 
dience of his people, and keeps an exaét account of it, which 
fhall be produced to their honour in the refurreCtion of the juft. 
None can be fo punctual in their duty, but God will be as 
punétual in his notice of it. He is not unrighteous to forget the 
work and labour of love, in every inftance of it, Heb. vi. 10. 
[4.] The fpiritual riches and beauties of the gofpel-tabernacle 
are hereby recommended to our frequent and ferious confidera- 
tion. Go walk about this Sion, view it and review it: the 
more you contemplate the glories of the church, the more you 
will admire them, and be in love with them. The charter of 
its privileges, and the account of its conftitution, will very well 
bear a fecond reading. 

In thefe verfes we have an account of the making of the ark, 
with its glorious and moft fignificant appurtenances, the mercy- 
feat and the cherubims. Confider thefe three together, and 
they reprefent the glory of a holy God, the fincerity of a holy 
heart, and the communion that is between them in and by a 
Mediator. (1.) It is the glory of a holy God, that he dwell- 
eth between the cherubims: 7. e. is continually attended and 
adored by the bleffed angels ; whofe fwiftnefs was fignified by 
the wings of the cherubims, and their unanimity and joint con- 
currence in their fervices was fignified by their faces being one 
towards another. (2.) It is the character of an upright heart, 
that, like the ark of the teftimony, it hath the law of God hid 
and kept in it. (3.) By Jefus Chrift, the great Propitiation, 
there-is reconciliation made, and a communion fettled between 
us and God: He interpofeth between us and God's difptea- 
fure ; and_not only fo, but through him we become entitled to 
God’s favour. Ifhe write his law in our heart, he will be to 
us a god, and we fball be to him a people. From the mercy- 
feat he will teach us; there he will accept us, and fhew himfelf 
merciful to our unrighteoufnefs ; and under the /hadow ef his 
wings we fhalll be fafe and eafy. 


_. 10 § And he made the table of fhittim-wood: 
two cubits was the length thereof, and a cubit 
the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the 
height thereof. 11.And he overlaid it with pure 
gold, and made thereunto a crown of gold round 
about. -12 Alfo he: made thereunto a border 
of an hand-breadth, round about: and made a 
crown of gold for the border thereof round 4- 
bout. 13 And-he caft for it four rings of gold, 


and put the rings upon the four corners that - 


wwere in the four feet thereof. 14 Over againtt 
_ the border were. the rings, the places for the 
{taves to bear the table. 15 And he made the 
fiaves of {hittim-wood, and overlaid them with 
gold, to bear the table. 16 And he made the 
veflels which were. upon the table, his difhes, 
. and his fpoons, and his bowls, and his covers to 
cover withal, of pure gold. 17 4 And he made 
the candleftick of pure gold: of beaten work 
made he the candleftick, his thaft, and his branch, 
his bowls, his knops, and his flowers were of the 
fame. And fix branches going out of the fides 
thereof: three branches of the candleftck out 
of the one fide thereof, and three branches of 


the candleftick out of the other fide thereof. Ig © 


Three bowls made after the fathion of almonds, 
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in one branch, a knop and a flower; and 
three. bowls made like almonds, in another 
branch, a knop and a flower: fo throughout the 
fix branches, going out of the candleftick. 20 
And in the candleftick were four bowls made 
like almonds, his knops and his flowers. 21 And 
a knop under two branches of the fame, and a 
knop under two branches of the fame, and a 
knop under two branches of the fame, accord- 
ing to the fix branches going out of it. 22 Their 
knops and their branches were of the fame: all © 
of it was one beaten work of pure gold. 23 And 
he made his feven lamps, and his fnuffers, and 
his {nuff-difhes, of pure gold.. 24 Of a talent 
of pure gold made he it, and and all the vefifels 
thereof. Py: 
Here is, Firfty’The making of the tables on which the Petes 
bread was to be continually placed. God is a good houfehold- 
er, and always keeps a plentiful table. Is the world his taber- 
nacle ? His providence in it fpreads a table for all the crea- 
tures; he provideth food for all flefo. Is the church his ta- 
bernacle? His grace in it fpreads a table for all believers, fur- 
nifhed with the bread of life. But obferve how much the dif- 
penfation of the gofpel exceeds that of the law. ‘Though here 
was a table furnifhed, it was only with /hew-bread; bread to be 
looked upon, not to be fed upon, while it was on this table, and 


_afterwards only by the priefts: But to the table Chrift has 


fpread in the new-covenant, all good Chriftians are invited _ 
gue(ts; and to them it is faid, Kat, @ friends, come eat of my 
bread. What the law gave but a fight of at a diftance, the 
gofpel gives the enjoyment of, anda hearty welcome to. 
Secondly, The making of the -candlefick, which was not of 
wood overlaid with gold, but all beaten work of pure gold only, 
ver. 17,22. his figoified that light of divine revelations 
with which God’s church upon earth (which is his tabernacle a- 
mong men) hath always been enlightened, being always fup- 
plied with frefh oil from Chrift the Good Olive, Zech. iv. 2, 
3. God’s manifeftations of himfelf in this world are but 
candle-light, compared with the day-light-of the future ftate. 
The Bible is a golden cand'eftick; itis of pure gold, Pfal. xix. 
10.: From it light is diffufed to every part of God’s taber- 
nacle, that by it his fpiritual priefts may fee to’minifter unto 
the Lord, and to do the fervice of his fan@tuary. This candle- 
{tick has not only its Zou ds for neceffary ufes, but its knops and 
flowers, for ornament ; many things which God faw fit to 
beautify his word with, which we can no more give a reafon 
for than for thefe knops and flowers, and yet muft be fure they 
were added for good purpofe. Let us blefs God for this 
candleltick, have an eye to it continually, and dread the remo- 
val of it out of its place. 


25 “ And he made the incenfe-altar of fhit- 
tim-wood: the length of it wus a cubit, and the 
breadth of it a cubit (ct was four-fquare), and 
two cubits was the height of it; the horns there- 
of were of the fame. 26 And he overlaid it with 
pure gold, both the top of it, and the fides 


‘thereof round about, and the horns of it: alfo 


he made unto it a crown of gold’ round about. _ 

27 And he made two mings of gold for it under 

the crown thereof, by the two corners. of it, 
upon 


a 


~,thereof, beneath unto the midft of it. 


- 
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upon the two fides thereof, to be places for the 
ftaves to bear it withal. 28 And he made the 
ftaves of {hittim-wood, and overlaid them with 
gold. 29 § And he made the holy anointing 
oil, and the pure incenfe of {weet {pices, accord- 


< ing to the work of the apothecary. 


- Here is, Firff, The making of the golden altar, on whith 
incenfe was to be burnt daily; which fignified both the prayers 
of faints, and the interceffion of Chrift, to whieh is owing the 
acceptablenefs and fuccefs of thofe prayers. The rings, and 
{taves, and all the appurtenances of this altar, were overlaid 
with gold, as all the veffels of the table and candleftick were 
of gold, for thefe were ufed in the holy place. God is the 
Beft, and we mutt ferve him with the beft we have; but the 
belt we can ferve him with in Ais courts on earth, is but as 

+ brafs compared with the gold, the finlefs and fpotlefs perfec- 
tion with which his faints fhall ferve him in his holy place a- 
bove. 

Secondly, The preparing of the incenfe, which was to be 
burnt upon this altar, and with it the holy anointing oil, ver. 
29. according to that difpenfatory, chap. xxx. 22, &c. God 
taught Bezaleel this art alfo; fo that though he was not be- 
fore acquainted with it, yet he made up thefe things according 
to the work of the apothecary, as dexteroufly and exactly as if 

‘he had been bred up to the trade. Where God gives wifdom 
and grace, it will make the man of God perfed, thoroughly fur- 
nifbed to every good work. 


CHA P... XXXVITI. 

Here is, 1. An account of the making of the brafen altar, ver. 
1,—7. and the laver, ver. 8, Il. The preparing of the 
hangings for the inclofing of the court in which the tabernacle 
was to fland, ver. 9,—20. III. fummary account of the 

gold, filver, and brafs that was contributed to, and ufed in, the 
preparing of the tabernacle, ver. 21,—31. 


ND he made the altar of burnt-offering of 
fhittim-wood : five cubits was the length 
thereof, and five cubits the breadth thereof (zz 
was four-fquare,) and three cubits the height 
thereof. 2 And he made the horns thereof on 


the four corners of it: the horns thereof were of ' 


the fame, and he overlaid it with brafs. 3 And 
he made all the veffels of the altar, the pots, 
and the fhovels, and the bafons, and the flefh- 


- hooks, and the fire-pans: all the veffels thereof 


made he of brafs. 4 And he made for the altar 
a brafen grate of net-work, under the compafs 
5 And 
he caft four rings for the four ends of the grate 
of brafs, zo be places for the ftaves. 6 And he 
made the ftaves of fhittim-wood, and overlaid 
them with brafs. 7 And he put the ftaves in- 
to the rings on the fides of the altar, to bear it 
withal ; he made the altar hollow with boards. 
3 & And he made the laver of brafs, and the 


foot of it, of brafs, of the looking glaffes of rhe 


women affembling, which aflembled at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation. 
Vor. I. 
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Bezaleel having finifhed the gold work, which thotigh the 
ticheft, yet was ordered to lie moft out of fight, in the taber- 
nacle itfelf; here he goes on to prepare the court, which lay 
open to the view of all. T'wo things the court was furnifhed 
with, and both made of brafs. > 

Firft, An altarof burnt-offering, ver. 1,—7. On this all 
their facrifices were offered ; and this was it which, being fanc- 
tified itfelf for this purpofe by the divine appointment,-/andified 
the gift. that was in faith offered on it. Chrift was himfelf 
the altar to -his own facrifice of atonement, and fo he is to all 
our facrifices of acknowledgment. We muit haye an eye to 
him in offering them, as God hath in accepting them. 

Secondly, A laver to hold water for the priefts to wafh in, 
when they went in to minifter, ver. 8. This fignified the pro= 
vifion that is made in the gofpel of Chrift for the cleanfing of 
our fouls from the moral poliution of fin, by the merit and 
grace of Chrift, that we may be fit to ferve the Holy Ghoft 
in holy duties. This is here faid to be made of the loohing- 
glaffes (or mirrors) of the women that affembled at the door of 
the tabernacles. 

[1.] It fhould feem thefe women were eminent and exem- 
plary for devotion, attending more frequently and ferioufly at 
the place of public worfhip than others did, and notice is here 
taken of it to their honour. Anna was fuch a one long after, 
who departed not from the temple, but ferved God with faftings 
and prayers night and day, Luke ii. 37. It feems in every 
age of the.church there have been fome that have thus diftin- 
guifhed themfelves by their ferious zealous piety: And they 
have thereby dignified themfelves ; for devout women are real- 
ly honourable women, Aéts xiii. 50.; and not the lefs fo, for 
their being called by the {coffers of the latter days, Si//y cvomen. 
Probably thefe women here were fuch as fhewed their zeal up- 
on this occafion by affifting in the work that was now doing 
for the fervice of the tabernacle. They aflembled dy troops ; 
fo the word is: A bleffed fight! to fee fo many, and thofe fo 
zealous, and fo unanimous in this good work. 

[2.] Thefe women parted with their; /ooking-glaffes, which 
were of the fineft brafs, burnifhed for that purpofe, for the ufe 
of the tabernacle. Thofe women that admire their own beau- 
ty, are in love with their own fhadow, ‘and make the putting 
an of apparel their chief adorning, by which they value and re- 
commend themfelves, could of any thing ill fpare their looking- 
glaffes ;. yet thefe women offered them to God, either, (1.) In 
token of their repentance for the former abule of them to the 
fupport of their pride and vanity: Now they were convinced 
of their folly, and had. devoted themfelves to the fervice of God 
at the door of the tabernacle, they thus threw away that which, 
though lawful and ufeful in itfelf, yet had been an occafion.of 
fin to them. Thus Mary Magdalen, that had been a finner, 


- when fhe became a penitent, wiped Chrift’s feet with her hair. 


Or, (2.) In token of their great zeal for the work of the ta- 
bernacle: Rather than the workmen fhould want brafs, ar not 
have of the beft, they would part with their looking-glaffes, 
though they could not be well withoutthem. God’s fervice and 
glory muft always be preferred by us before any fatisfaétions or 
accommodations of our own. Let us never complain of the 
want of that which we may honour God by parting with. 
[3-] Thefe Jooking-glaffes were ufed for the making of the 
laver. Either they were artfully joined together, or elfe mol- 
ten down and caft anew; but it is probable the laver was fo 
brightly burnifhed, that the fides of it ftill ferved for looking-' 
glaffes, that the priefts, when they came to wafh, might there 
fee their faces, and fo difcover the fpots to wath them clean, 
Note, In the wafhing of repentance, there is need of the look- 
ing-glafs of felfexamination. The word of:God is a glafs, in 
which we may fee our own faces, (fee James i. 23.); and with 
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it we muft compare our own hearts and lives, that finding out 
-our blemifhes, we may wath with particular forrow, and appli- 
cation of the blood of Chrift to our fouls. Ufually the more 
particular we are in the confeflion of fin, the more comfort we 
have in the fenfe of the pardon. 


9 4 And he made the court : on the fouth- 
fide fouthward, the hangings of the court were 


of fine twined linen, an hundred cubits. to. | : 
of | ed, according to the commandment of Mofes, ° 


| for the fervice of the Levites, by the hand of 
| Ithamar, fon to Aaron the prieft. 
| zaleel the fon of Uri, the fon of Hur, of the 
| tribe of Judah, made all that the Lorp com- 

manded Mofes. 
| liab, fon of Ahifamach, of the tribe of Dan, 


Their pillars were twenty, and their brafen foc- 
kets twenty: the hooks of the pillars, and their 
fillets, were of filver.. 11 And for the north- 
fide, the hangings were an hundred cubits, 
their pillars were twenty, and their fockets 


of brafs twenty: the hooks of the pillars, and — 


their fillets, of filver. 12 And for the weft-fide 


were hangings of fifty cubits, their pillars ten, | , j : F 
ms y F ” | embroiderer in blue, and in purple, and in fear- 


and their fockets ten: the hooks of the pillars, 
and their fillets of filver. 13 And for the eaft- 
fide eaftward fifty cubits. 14 The hangings 


their pillars three, and their fockets three. 

15 And for the other fide of the court-gate, 

on this hand and that hand, were hangings of 

fifteen cubits, their pillars three, and their foc- 
kets three. 16 All the hangings. of the court 

round about, were of fine twined linen. 17 And 

the fockets for the pillars were of brafs; the 
~ hooks of the pillars, and their fillets, of filver, 
and the overlaying of their chapiters of filver ; 
and all the pillars of the court were filleted 
with filver. 18 And the hanging for the gate 
of the court was needle-work, of blue, and pur- 
ple, and fcarlet, and fine twined linen: and 
twenty cubits was the length, and the height 
in the breadth was five cubits, anfwerable to 
the hangings of the court. 1g And their pil- 
lars were four, and their fockets of brafs four, 
their hooks of filver, and the overlaying of their 
chapiters, and their fillets, of filver, 20 And all 
the pins of the tabernacle, and of the court 
round about, were of brafs. 

The walls of the court, or, church-yard, were (like the reft) 
curtains, or hangings, made according to the appointment, 
chap. xxvil. 9, ec. 
Teftament church. It was a garden irelofed:. The worlhip- 
pers were then confined to a little compa{s ; but the inclofure 
being of curtains only, intimated, that that confinement of the 
church to one particular nation, was not to be perpetual.. The 
difpenfation itfelf was a tabernacle-difpenfation,. moveable: and 
mutable, and in due: time to be taken down, and folded up,, 
“when the place of the tent fhould be enlarged, and. its cords 
lengthened, to make room for the Gentile world, as is: foretold, 
Ha. liv. 2, 3, The church here on earth is but: the-court of 
God’s houfe, and happy they that tread thefe courts, and: fou- 
rifh in them; but through thefe courts we are pafling to the 
holy place above: Blefed are they. that dwell in that houfe of 
God, they will be /ull praifing: him. he inclofing of a court 
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let, and fine linen. 
| occupied for the work, in all the work of the 
of the one fide of the gate were fifteen. cubits, | holy place, even the gold of the offering, was 
| twenty and nine talents, and feven hundred 


| and thirty fhekels, after the fhekel of the fanc- 


This. reprefented, the ftate of the Old | 


Chap. XXX VOL 


before the tabernacle, teacheth us a gradual approach to God. 
The priefts that miniftered muft pafs through the holy court, 
before they entered the holy houfe. Thus, before folemn or- 
dinances, there ought to be the feparated and inclofed court of a 


| folemn preparation, in which we muft wa/b our hands, and fo 
draw near with a true heart. 


21 F This is the fum of the tabernacle, even 
of the tabernacle of teftimony, as it was. count- 


22 And Be- 


23 And with him was Aho- 
an engraver, and a cunning workman, and an 


24 All the gold that was 


tuary. 25 And the filver of them that were 
numbered of the congregation, ways an hun- 
dred talents, and a thoufand feven hundred and 
threefcore and fifteen fhekels, after the thekel 
of the fanctuary. 26 A bekah for every man, 
that is, half a fhekel, after the thekeLof the 
fanctuary, for every one that went to be num- 
bered, from twenty years old and upward, for 
fix hundred thoufand and three thoufand and 
five hundred and fifty men. 247 And of the 
hundred talents of filver were caft the fockets 


_of the fanctuary, and the fockets of the vail; 
| an hundred fockets of the hundred talents, a 


talent for a focket. 28 And of the thoufand 
feven hundred feventy and five /bekels, he made 
hooks for the pillars, and overlaid their chapi- 


ters, and filleted them. 29-And the brafs of the ~ 


offering was feventy talents, and two thoufand! 
and four hundred fhekels. 30 And therewith 
he made the fockets to the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, and the brafen altar, 
and, the brafen grate for it, and all the veffels-of 
the altar, 31 And the fockets of the: court round: 


about, and the fockets of the court-gate, and 


all the pins of the tabernacle, and all the pins: 
of the court round about... Ss 

Here we have a breviate of the account, which, by Mofes™ 
appointment, the Levites. took and’ kept of the gold, filver, and 
brafs, that was brought in for the tabernacle’s. ufe, and how it 


} was employed. Ithamar, the fon of Aaron,. was appointed to. 


draw up this accounts, who was thus, by leffer fervices, trained 
up and fitted for greater, ver. 21. Bezalel and Aholiab.muft 
bring in the account, ver. 22, 23. and Ithamar mutt audit it, 
and give it in to Mofes: And it was thus ;. 

: 1. Alf 
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1. All the gold was a free-will offering, every man brought 
as he could and would, and it amounted to twenty-nine talents, 
and feven hundred and thirty fhekels over: which fome compute 
to be about one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds worth of 


gold, according to the prefent value of it. Of this was made | 


all the golden furniture and veffels. 


2. The filver was levied by way of tax,.every man was af- | 


feffed half a fhekel, a kind of poll-money, this amounted in the 


whole to a hundred talents, and one thoufand feven hundred | 
and feventy-five fhekels over, ver. 25, 26. Of this they made | 
the fockets, into which the boards of the tabernacle were let, 7 


and on which they refted, fo that they were as the foundations 
of the tabernacle, ver. 26, 27. The filver amounted to about 
thirty-four thoufand pounds of our money. The raifing of the 
gold by voluntary contribution, and of the filver by way of tri- 
bute, fhews, that either way may be taken for the defraying of 
public expences, provided that nothing be done with partiality. 

3. The brafs, though lefs valuable, was of ufe, not only for 


the brafen altar, but the fockets of the court, which probably in 


other tents were of wood; but it is promifed, Ifa. lx.17. For 
wood I will bring brafs. See how liberal the people were, 
and how faithful the workmen were ; both which ought to be 
followed as good examples. 


CHAP. XXXIX. 

This chapter gives us an account of the finifbing of the work of 
the tabernacle. 1. The laft thing prepared was the holy gar- 
ments: The ephod, and its curious girdle, ver. 1,—5.3 the 
onyx ftones for the fhoulders, ver. 6,—1.3 the breaf-plate, 
with the precious fiones in it, ver. 8,—21.3 the robe of the 
ephod, ver. 22,—26.; the coats, bonnets, and breeches for the 
inferior priefs, ver.27,—29.; and the plate of the holy crown, 
ver. 30, 31. II. 4 fummary account of the whole work, 
as it was prefented to Mofes when it was all finifhed, ver. 
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ND of the blue, and purple, and {fcarlet, 


they made clothes of fervice, to do fervice | 


in the holy place, and made the holy garments 
for Aaron; as the Lorp commanded Mofes. 
2 And he made the ephod of gold, blue, and 
purple, and fcarlet, and fine twined linen. 3 
And they did beat the gold into thin plates, and 
cut zt into wires ; to work 7¢ in the blue, and 
in the purple, and in the fcarlet, and in the fine 
linen, wit) cunning work. 4 They made 
fhoulder-pieces for it, to couple zz together: by 
the two edges was it coupled together. 5 And 
the curious girdle of his ephod that was upon 
it, was of the fame, according to the work 
thereof ; of gold, blue, and purple, and {carlet, 
and fine twined linen; as the Lorp command- 
ed Mofes. 64 And they wrought onyx-itones, 
inclofed in ouches of gold, graven as fignets are 
graven, with the names of the children of Hrael. 
4 And he put them on the fhoulders of the e- 


phod, that they /bould be ftones for a memorial | 
to the children of Ifrael; as the Lorp command- | 
ed Mofes. 8.47 And he made the breait-plate — 


of cunning work, like the work of the ephod; 
of gold, blue, and purple, and {fcarlet, and fine 
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twined linen. g it was four-{quare, they made 
the breaft-plate double: a fpan was the length 


_ thereof, and a {pan the breadth thereof, bemg 


doubled, 10 And they fet it in four rows of 
ftones: the firft row was a fardius, a topaz, and. 
acarbuncle: this was the firft row. 11 And 
the fecond row, an emerald, a fapphire, and a 
diamond. x2 And the third row, a ligure, an 
agate, and an amethyft. 13 And the fourth 
row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jafper: they were 
inclofed in ouches of gold in their inclofings. 
14 And the ftones were according tothe names . 
of the children of Iftael, twelve, according to 
their names, like the engravings of a fignet, e- 
very one with his name, according to the twelve, 
tribes. 15 And they made upon the breatft- 
plate chains, at the ends, of wreathen work of 
pure gold. 16 And they made two ouches of 
gold, and two gold rings: and put the two rings 
in the two ends of the breaft-plate. 17 And 
they put the two wreathen chains of gold. in the 
two rings on the ends of the breaft-plate. 18 
And the two ends of the two wreathen chains 
they faftened in the two ouches, and put them 
on the fhoulder-pieces of the ephod, before it. 
1g And they made two rings of gold, and put 
them on the two ends of the breaft-plate, upon 
the border of it, which was on the fide of the 
ephod inward. 20 And they made two other 
golden rings, and put them on the two fides of 
the ephod underneath, toward the forepart of 
it, over againit the other coupling thereof, above 
the curious girdle of the ephod. 21 And they 
did bind the breaft-plate by his rings unto the 
rings of the ephod, witha lace of blue, that it 
might be above the curious girdle of the ephod, 
and that the breaft-plate might not be loofed 
fromtheephod; as the Lorp commanded Motes. 
22 4 And he made the robe of the ephod of 
woven work, all of blue. 23 And there was 
a hole in the midit of the robe, as the hole of 
an habergeon, with a band round about the 
hole, that it fhould not rent. 24 And they 
made upon the hems of the robe, pomegranates: 
of blue, and purple, and fcarlet, and twined 
linen. 25 And they made bells of pure gold, 
and put the bells between the pomegranates 
upon the hem of the robe, round about between 
the pomegranates; 26 A bell and a pomegra- 
nate, a bell and a pomegranate, round about 
the hem of the robe to minifter 77 ; as the Lorp 
commanded Mofes. 279 And they made coats 
of fine linen, of woven work, for Aaron and for 
his fons. 28 And a mitre of fine linen, and. 
ys goodly 
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goodly bonnets of fine linen, and linen breeches 
of fine twined linen. 29 Anda girdle of fine 
twined linen, and blue, and purple, and {carlet, 
of needle-work ; as the Lorp commanded Mo- 
fes. 309] And they made the plate of the holy 
crown, gf pure gold, and wrote upon it a wri- 
ting, dike to the engravings of a fignet, HOLI- 
NESS TO THE LORD. 31 And they tied 
unto it a lace of blue, to faften zt on high upon 
the mitre ; as the Lornp commanded Mofes. 


In this account of the making of the priefts garments, ac- 
cording to the inftructions given, chap. xxviii. we may obferve, 

. Firft, That the -priefts garments are called here clothes of 
Service, ver. 1. Note, Thofe that wear robes of honour, mutt 
{ook upon them as clothes of fervice; for-thofe upon whom 
honour is put, from them /fervice is expected. It is faid of 
thofe that are arrayed in white robes, that they are before the 
throne of God, and ferve him day and night in his temple, Rev. 
vil. 13,15. Holy garments were not made for men to fleep 
in, or to ftrut in; but to do /ervice in, and then they are indeed 
for glory and beauty. The Son of man himfelf came not to be 
miniftered unto, but to minifler. ’ 

Secondly, That all the fix paragraphs here, which give'a di- 

{tinét account of the making of thefe holy garments, conclude 


with thefe words, 4s the Lord commanded Mofes, ver. 5,7, ° 


21, 26, 29, 31. The like is not in any of the foregoing ac- 
counts ; as if in thefe more than any other of the appurtenan- 
ces of the tabernacle, they had a particular regard to the divine 
appointment, both for warrant and for direction. It is an in- 
timation to all the Lord’s minifters, to make the word of God 
their rule in all their miniftrations, and to aét in obfervance of, 
and obedience to, the command of God. 

Thirdly, That thefe garments, in conformity to the reft of 
the furniture of the tabernacle, were very rich and fplendid. 
The church in its infancy was thus taught, thus pleafed with 
the rudiments of this world: But now under the gofpel, which 
is the mini/fration of the Spirit, to affect and impofe fuch pomp- 
ous habits as the church of Rome doth, under pretence. of de- 
cency and inftruction, is to betray the liberty wherewith Chrift 
has made free, and to entangle the church again in the bondage 
of thofe carnal ordinances which were impofed only till the time 
of reformation. , 

Fourthly, That they were all fhadows of good things to 
come; but thé fubftance is Chrift, and the grace of the gofpel: 
When therefore the fubftance is come, it is a jeft to be fond 
of the fhadow. [1.] Chrift is our great High Prieft. He 
put upon him the clothes of fervice, when he undertook the 
work of our redemption: Arrayed himfelf with the ‘gifts and 
graces of the Spirit, which he recerved not by meafure: Girded 

‘hirnfelf with the curious girdle of refolution to go through with 

his undertaking : Charged himfelf with all God’s fpiritual If 
racl ; bare them on his /houlder, carried them in his bofom, 
laid them near his heart, engraved them on the palms of his 
hands, and prefented them in the breaft-plate of judgment unto 
' his Father:, And, /a/fly, he crowned himfelf with holine/s te 
the Lord, confecrated his whole undertaking to the honour of 
his Father’s holinefs. Now conjider how great this man is. 
[2.] Truc believers are {piritual priefts. ‘The clean kinen with 
which all their clothes of fervice muft be made, is the righte- 
oufnefs of faints, Rey. xix. 8.; and holine/s to the Lord mutt 
be fo written upon their foreheads, that al! who converfe with 
them, may fee and fay, that they bear the image of God’s ho- 
inefs, and are devoted to the praile of it, 
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32 4 Thus was all the work of the tabernacle 
of the.tent of the congregation finifhed: and 
the children of Ifrael did according to all that 
the Lorp.commanded Mofes, fo did they. 334 
And they brought the tabernacle unto Motes, 
the tent, and all his furniture, his taches, his. 
boards, his bars, and his pillars, and his fockets, 
34 And the covering of rams fkins dyed red, 
and the covering of badgers {kins, and the vail 
of the covering, 35 The ark of the teftimony, 
and the ftaves thereof, and the mercy-feat, .36 
The table, and all the veffels thereof, and the 
fhew-bread, 37 The pure candleftick, with 
the lamps thereof, even with the lamps to be 
fet in order, and all the veffels thereof, and the 
oil for light, ; 
anointing oil, and the fweet incenfe, and the 
hanging for the tabernacle-door, 39 The bra- 
fen altar, and his grate of brafs, his ftaves, and 
all his veffels, the laver and his foot, 40 The 
hangings of the court, his pillars,and his fockets, 
and the hanging for the court-gate, his cords 
and. his pins, and all the vefiels of the fervice of 
the tabernacle, for the tent of the congregation; 
41 The clothes of fervice to do fervice in the 
holy place, and the holy garments for Aaron 
the prieft, and his fons garments to minifter in 
the priefts office. 42 According to all that the 
Lorp commanded Mofes, fo the children of If- 
rael made all the work. 43 And Mofes did 
look upon all the work,-and behold, they had 
done it as the Lorp had commanded, even fo 
had they done it: and Mofes bleffed them. 


Obferve here, Fir/?, That the builders of the tabernacle 
made-very good difpatch. It was not much more than five 
months from the beginning to the finifhing of it. Though 
there was a great deal of fine work about it, fuch as ufeth to 
be the work of time, embroidering and engraving, not only in 
gold, but in precious ftones, yet they went through with it in 
alittle time. Church-work ufeth to be flow work, but they 
made quick work of this, and yet did it with the greateft ex- 
aétnefs imaginable. For, (1.) Many hands were employed; 
all unanimous, and not vying with each other. This expedi- 
ted the bufinefs, and made it eafy. (2) The workmen were 
taught of God, and fo were kept from making blunders, which 
would have retarded them. (3.) The people were hearty and 
zealous in the work, and impatient till it was finifhed. God 
had prepared their hearts, and then the thing was done fudden= 
ly, 2 Chron, xxix. 36. Refolution and induftry, and a chear- 


ful application of mind, will, by the grace of God, bting 2 


great deal of good work to pafs in a little time; lefs than one 
would expect. s 
Secondly, That they pundually obferved their orders, and 
did not in the leaft vary from them. They did it, according 
ta all that the Lord commanded Mofes, ver. 32, 42. Note, 
God’s work muft be done in every thing according to his own 
will. His inftitutions neither xeed nor admit men’s inventions, 
to make them either more beautiful, or more likely to anfwer 
: the 


Chap- XXXIX. 


38 And the golden altar, and the ~ 


es 


Chap. XX XIX. 


the intention of them: Add thou not snto his words. 

pleafed with willing worthip, but not with will-worfhip. 
. Thirdly, That they brought all their work to Mofes, and 

fubmitted it to his infpection and cenfure, ver. 33. He knew 


God is 


what he had ordered them to make, and now the particulars 


were called over, and all produced, that Mofes might fee, 
both that they had made all and omitted nothing, and that 
they had made all according to the inftru@tions given them; 
and that, if they had made a miftake in any thing, it might be 
forthwith re@tified. Thus they: fhewed refpeét to Mofes, who 
was fet over them in the Lord; not objecting, that Mofes did 
not underitand fuch work, and therefore why fhould they fub- 
mit it to his judgement? No, that God who gave them fo 
much knowledge as to do the work, gave them alfo fo much 
humility as to be willing to have it examined and compared 
with the model. Mofes was in authority, and they would pay 
a deference to his place: The /pirit of the prophets is fubje@ to 
the prophets. 
ter than Mofes. Mofes had a-better and more exaét idea of 
the model than they had; and therefore they could not be well 
pleafed with their own work, unlefs they had his approbation. 
Thus in all the fervices of religion, we fhould /abour to be ac- 
cepted of the Lord. 

Fourthly, That Mofes, upon fearch, found all done accord- 
ing to the rule, ver. 43. Mofes, both for their fatisfa@tion 
and for his own, did /ook upon all the woxk, piece by piece; 
and behold, they had done it according to the pattern fhewed 
him; for the fame that /hewed him the pattern, guided their 
hand in the work. All the copies of God’s grace exaétly a- 
gree with the original of his counfels: What God works in 
us, and by us, is the fulfilling of the good pleafure of his own 
goodne/s; and when the myffery of God Jhall be finifhed, and 
all his performances come to be compared with his purpofes, it 
will appear, that behold al/ is done according to the counfel of 
his own will, not one iota or tittle of which ‘hall fall to the 
ground or be varied from. 

Fifthly, That Mofes blefled them. [1.] He commended 
them, and fignified his approbation of all they had done. He 
did not find fault where there was none ; as fome do, who 
think they difparage their own judgement, if they do not find 
fomething amifs in the beft and moft accomplifhed performance. 
- In all this work, it is probable, there might have been found 
here and there a ftitch amifs, and a ftroke awry, which would 
have ferved for an over-curious and cenforious critic to ant- 
madvert upon ; but Mofes had too good an eye to fpy {mall 
faults, where there were no great ones. Note, All governors 
mutt be a prai/e to them that do well, and not only a terror to 
evil doers 3 why fhould any take a pride in being hard to be 
pleafed? [2.] He not only praifed them, but prayed for them: 
He bleffed them as one having authority, for she le/s is bleffed of 
the better. We read not of any wages Mofes paid them for 
their work, but his blefling he gave them. For though ordina- 
rily the labourer be worthy of his hire, yet in this cafe, (1.) 
They wrought for themfelves. The honour and comfort of 
God’s tabernacle among them would be recompenfe enough ; 
af thou be wife, thou fhalt be wife for thyfelf. (2.) They had 
their meat from heaven on free colt, for themfelves and their 
families, and their raiment waxed not old upon them; fo that 
_ they neither needed wages, nor had reafon to expect any. 
Freely ye have received, freely give. ‘The obligations we lie 
under both in duty and intereft to ferve God, are fufficient to 
guicken us to our work, though we had not a reward in. prof- 
pect. But, (3.) This bleffing in the name of the Lord. was 
wages enough for all their work. Thofe whom God employs, 
he will blefs; and thofe whom he bleffeth, they are bleed in- 
_ eed. The bieffing he commands is “fe for evermore. 
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In this chapter, 1. Orders are given for the fetting up of the 
tabernacle, and the fixing of all the appurtenances of it in their 
proper places, ver. 1,—8.; and the confecrating of it, ver. 8, 
— 11. and of the priefis, ver. 12,—-1 5. Li. Care taken to ° 
do all this, and at the time when it was appointed to be done, 
ver. 16,—33. III. God’s taking poffeffion of it by the cloud, 
ver. 24,—38. 
ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
2 On the firft day of the firft month fhalt 
thou fet up the tabernacle of the tent-of the con- 
gregation: 3 And thou fhalt put therein the ark 
of the teftimony, and cover the ark with ‘the 
vail. 4 And thou fhalt bring in the table, and 
fet in order the things that are to be fet in or- 
der upon it, and thou {halt bring in the candle- 
ftick, and light the lamps thereof. 5 And thou 
fhalt fet the altar of gold for the incenfe before 
the ark of the teftimony, and put the hanging 
of the door to the tabernacle. 6 And thou fhalt 
fet the altar of the burnt-offering before the 
door of the tabernacle of the tent of the congre- 
gation. 7 And thou fhalt fet the laver between 
the tent of the congregation and the altar, and 
fhalt put water therein. 8 And thou fhalt fet 
up the court round about, and hang up the 
hanging at the court-gate. g And thou {halt 
take the anointing oil, and anoint the taberna- 
cle, and all that zs therein, and fhalt hallow it, 
and all the veffels thereof: and it fhall be holy. 
10 And thou fhalt anoint the altar of the burnt- 
offering, and all his veffels, and fanétify the al- 
tar: and it fhall be an altar moft holy. 11 And 
thou fhalt anoint the laver and his foot, and 
fanctify it. 12 And thou fhalt bring Aaron and. 
his fons unto the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and wafh them with water. 13 
And thou fhalt put upon Aaron the holy gar- 
ments, and anoint him, and fanctify him; that 
he may minifter unto me in the priefts office. 
14 And thou fhalt bring his fons, and clothe 
them with coats: 15 And thou fhall anoint 
them, as thou didft. anoint their father, that 
they may minifter unto me in the the priefts 
office: for their anointing fhall furely be an 
everlafling priefthood, throughout. their genera- 
tions.. 


The materials and furniture of the tabernacle had been 
viewed feverally, and approved; and now they mult be put 
together. 

Firf, God here direéts Mofes to fet up the tabernacle, and 
the utenfils of it, in their places. Though the work of the 
tabernacle was finifhed, and every thing ready for rearing, and 
the people, no doubt, very defirous to fee it up, yet Mofes 
will not do it till he has exprefs orders for the doing of it. It 


| is good to fee God going before us in every flep, Pial. xxxvur 


23. 
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23. The time for doing this is fixed to the firf? day of the 
_ firft month, ver. 2.3 which wanted but fourteen days of a year 


fince they:came cut of Egypt: Anda good year’s work there | 
Probably the work was made ready but juft | 
at the end of the year; fo that the appointing of this day gave | 
no delay, or next to none, to this good work. We mutt not’ | 
put off any neceflary duty, under pretence of waiting for fome | 
remarkable day ; the prefent feafon is the moft convenient: | 
But the tabernacle happening to be fet up on the firff day of | 
the firfi month, intimates, That it is good to begin the year | 
with fome good work. Let Him that is the Firft have the 


was done in it. 


firft, and let the things of his kingdom be f7/? fought. In 
Hezekiah’s time, we find they began to fandtify the temple on 
the firft day of the firft month, 2 Chron. xxix. 17. The new 
moon (which by their computation was the firft day of every 
month) was obferved by them with fome folemnity, and there- 
fore this firft new moon of the year was thus made remark- 
able. Note, When a new year begins, we fhould think of 
ferving God more and better than we did the year before. 
Mofes is particularly ordered to fet up the tabernacle itfelf 
firft, in which God would dwell, and would be /erved, ver. 


2.: Then to put the ark in its place, and draw the vail be- ~ 


fore it, ver. 3.: Then to fix the table, and the candleftick, 
and the altar of incenfe, without the vail, ver. 4, 5.; and to 
fix the hanging of the door before the door: Then in the 
court he mutt place the altar of burnt-offering, and the laver, 
ver. 6, 7.: And, lafly, he muft fet up the curtains of the 
court, and a hanging for the court gate. And all this would 
be eafily done in one day; many hands no doubt being em- 
ployed in it, under the dire&tion of Mofes. 

Secondly, He dire&ts Mofes, when he had fet up the taber- 
nacle and all the furniture of it, to confecrate it and them, by 
anointing them with the oil which was prepared for the pur- 
pofe, chap. xxx. 26, ce. It was there ordered that this 
fhould be done; here it was ordered that it fhould be done 
mow, ver. 9,11. Obferve, Every thing was fanétified when 
it was put in its proper place, and not till then; for till then 
it was not fit for the ufe to which it was to be fandtified. As 
every thing elfe is beautiful in its feafon, fo is every thing in its 

lace. 

: Tiirdly, He dire&ts him to confecrate Aaron and his fons: 
When the goods were brought into God’s houfe, they were 
marked fixft; and then fervants were hired to bear the wef 
“of the Lord; and they muft be clean who were put into that 
office, ver. 12,—15. The law which was now ordered to 
be put’in execution, we had before chap. xxix. Thus in the 
vifible church, which is God’s tabernacle among men, it is re- 
quifite there be minifters to keep the charge of the fandtuary, 
and that they receive the anointing. 


16 Thus did Mofes: according to all that 
the Lorn commanded him, fo didhe. 1794 
And it came to pafs, im the firft month in the 
fecond year, on the firft day of the month, that 
the tabernacle was reared up. 18 And Mofes 
reared up the tabernacle, and faftened his fock- 
ets, and fet up the boards thereof, and put in 
the bars thereof, and reared up his pillars. 19 
And he fpread. abroad the tent over the taber- 
nacie, and put the covering of the tent above 
upon it; as the Lory commanded Mofes. 20 
“4| And he took and put the teftimony into the 
ark, and fet the fiaves on the ark, and put the 
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mercy-feat-above upon the ark. 21 And he 
brought the ark into the tabernacle, and fet up 
the vail of the covering, and covered the ark of 


the teftimony; as the Lorp commanded Mo- . 


fes. 22 And he put the table in the tent of 
the congregation, upon the fide of the taber- 
nacle northward, without the vail. 23 And he 
fet the bread in order upon it, before the Lorn; 
as the Lorp had commanded Mofes. 24 4 
And he put the candleftick in the tent of the 
congregation, over agaimft the table, on the 
fide of the tabernacle fouthward. 25 And 


he lighted the lamps before the Lorp, as the | 


Lorp commanded Mofes. 26 And he put 
the golden altar in the tent of the congrega- 
tion, before the vail. 27 And he burnt {weet 
incenfe thereon, as the Lornp commanded Mo- 
fes, 28,q And he fet up the hanging at the 
door of the tabernacle. 
altar of burnt-offering by the door of the ta- 
bernacle of the tent of the congregation, and 
offered upon it the burnt-oflering, and the meat- 
offermg; as the Lorp commanded Mofes. 30 
@ And he fet the laver between the tent of 
the congregation and the altar, and put water 
there, to wath witha/. 31 And Mofes, and 
Aaron and his fons, wafhed their hands and 
their feet thereat. 32 When they went into the 
tent of the congregation, and when they came 
near unto the altar, they wafhed; as the Lorp 
commanded Mofes. 33 And he reared up the 
court round about the tabernacle and the al- 
tar, and fet up the hanging of the court-gate: 
fo Mofes finifhed the work. 


When the tabernacle, and the furniture of it were prepared, 


\ 


29 And he put the | 


they did not put off the rearing of it till they came to Ca- - 


naan, though they now hoped to be there very fhortly ; but, 
in obedience to the will of God, they fet it up in the midft of 
their camp, while they were in the wildernefs. Thofe that are 
unfettled in the world, muft not think that that will excufe 
them in their continued mreligion ; as if it were time enough 
to begin to ferve God when they begin to be {ettled in the 
world: No, a tabernacle for God is a very needful and pro- 
fitable companion even in a:wildernefs, efpecially confidering 
that our carcafes may fall in that wildernefs, and we may ‘be 
fixed in another world before we come ‘to fix in this 


The rearing of the tabernacle was a good day’s work; the 


confecrating of it, and of the priefts, was done fome days af- 
ter. Here we have an account only of that. new-year’s-day’s 
work. 

Fir, Mofes not orily did all that God dire&ted him to do, 
but in the order that-God appointed ; for God will be fought 
in the due order. 


Secondly, ‘To each particular there is added an exprefs re- 


ference to the divine appointment, which Mofes governed him- 
felf by as carefully and confcientioufly as the workmen did; 
and ‘therefore, as before, fo here 1 1s often repested, as the 
Lord commanded Mofes, {even times in efs than fourteen ver- 

fes. 
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fes. Mofes himfelf, as great a man as he was, would not pre~ 
tend to vary from the inititution, neither to add to. it, nor di- 
minifh from it, in the leaft punétilio. 


they muft do as they are commanded. 

Thirdly, 'Tivat. which was:to be vailed, he vailed, ver. 21.5 
and that which was to be ufed, he ufed immediately for the 
inftruction of the priefts, that by feeing him do the feveral: of- 


- fices, they might. learm to: do them the more dexteroufly : 


Though Mofes was not properly a prieft, yet he is numbered 
among the priefis, Pfal. cxix. 6.; and the Jewifh writers call 
him, The prieft of priefts. What he did, he did by fpecial 
warrant and: direCtion from God, rather as a prophet and law- 
giver than as a prieft.. He fet the wheels a-going, and then 
left the work in the hands of the appointed miniftry. (1.) 
When he had placed the table, he fet the fhew-bread in order 
upon it, ver. 23.; for God will never have his table unfurnifh- 
ed. (2.) Asfoon as he had fixed the candleftick, he ighted the 
lamps before the Lord, ver. 25. Even that dark difpenfation 
would not admit of unlighted candles. (3.) The golden altar 
being put in its place, immediately he burnt /qweet incenfe there- 
on, ver. 27.3 for God’s altar muft be a fmoking altar. (4.) 
The altar of burnt-offering was no fooner fet up in the court 
of the tabernacle, but he had a burnt-offering and a meat-offer- 
ing ready to offer upon it, ver. 29. Some’ think, though this 
be mentioned here, it was not done till fome time after; but 
it feems to me that he prefently began the ceremony of its con- 


- fecration, though it was not completed in feven days. 


At the laver likewife, when he had fixed that, Mofes aut) 
~wafhed his hands and feet. Thus, inall.thefe. inflances, he 
not only fhewed the priefts how to do their duty, but has 
taught us, That God’s gifts are intended for ufe, and not bare-: 
ly for fhew. Though the altars, and table, and. candleftick, 
were frefh and new, he did not fay it was pity to fully them ; 
-no, he hanfelled them immediately. Talents were given to be 
occupied, not to be buried. 

34 | Then a cloud covered the tent of the 
congregation, and the glory of the Lorp filled 
the tabernacle. 35 And Mofes was not. able: 
to enter mto the tent of the congregation, be- 
caufe the cloud abode thereon, and the glory 
of the Lorn filled. the tabernacle. 36 And 
when the cloud. was. taken up. from over the 
tabernacle, the children. of Ifrael went onward. 
in. all their journeys: 37 But if the cloud were 
not taken. up, then they journeyed not, till the 


day thatit was taken up.. 38. For the cloud. of 
the Lorp was upon the tabernacle by day, and 
_ fire was on it by night, in. the fight. of all the: 


_ houfe-of Lrael, throughout all their journeys. 


As when: in the creation God had. fini/hed this earth, which 


1 he defigned' for man’s habitation, he made man, and, put: him: 
| in poffeflion of it; fo when Mofes had fii/bed the tabernacle, 
| which was defigned for God’s dwelling-place among.men, God, 


eame and took poffeflion of it. The Shechinah, the Divine 
Eternal! Word, thougli not yet. made ftefh, yet, asa preludium 
to that, came and dwelt among them, John i. 14. This was. 


henceforward. the place of his throne, and the place of the foles of ' 


his feet, Ezek. xiii. 7.3 here he refided, here he ruled... By. 
the vifible tokens of God’s' coming among them to take pof- 
feffion of the tabernacle, he teltified both the return of his fa- 
your to them, which they had. forfeited: by the golden calf, 


They that command o- 4 
thers, muft remember that their Mafter alfo.is in heaven, and | 
| warded them. Note, God will dwell with: thofe that prepare 
| him aw habitation. 
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| chap. Xxxil. 7. and his gracious acceptance of all the expence 


they had been at, and all the care andi pains: they had taken, 
about the tabernacle. ‘Thus God owned them, fhewed him- 
felf well pleafed with. what they had done, and abundantly re- 


The broken and contrite heart, the clean 
and holy heart, that is furnifhed for his fervice, and devoted to 


| his honour, thalb be: his ref foriever; here will Chrift dwell by 


faith, Eph. iit. «7. Where God has.a throne and an altar in 
the foul, there is a ving temple. And God will be fare to 
own. and. crown the operations of his own grace, and the obfer-. 
vance of his. own appointments. 

As God had manifefted himfelf upon mount Sinai, fo he 
did now in this new-ereéted: tabernacle. We read, chap. xxiv. 
16. that. the glory of the Lord abode upon mount Sinai, which 
is faid to be like devouring fire, ver. 17.; and that the cloud 
covered that glory: Accordingly, when God defcended to take 
poffefion of his houfe, the cloud covered it on the outfide, and 
the glory of the Lord filled it within; to which probably there 
is an allufion, Zech. 1. 5..where God promifed to be a wall 
of fire round about Ferufalem, (and the pillar of cloud was by 
night a pillar of fire,) and the glory in the midft of her. 

L1.] The cloud covered the tent: That fame cloud, which, 
as the chariot, or pavilion of the Shechinah, had come up be- 
fore them out of Egypt, and had led them hither, now fettled 
upon the tabernacle, and hovered over it even in the hotteft 
and cleareft day ;. for it was none of thofe clouds which the 
fun featters. ‘This cloud. was. intended to be, (1.) A token 
of God’s prefence conftantly vifible day and night (ver..38.} 
to all Ifrael, even to thofe that lay in the remoteft corners of 
the camp, that they might never again make a queltion of it, 
Ls the Lord among us,.or is he not? That very cloud which 
had already been fo pregnant of wonders in the Red-fea and 


on mount Sinai, fufficient to prove God in it of a truth, was 


continually: in the fight of all the houfe of Lfrael throughout all’ 
their journeys ; fothat they were inexcufable, if they believed 
not their own eyes.. (2.) A-concealment of the tabernacle, 
and the glory of Godin it. God did indeed dwell among _ 
them, but he dwelt in acloud:. Verily thou art a God that 


. hideft thyfelf: Blefled be: God. for the gofpel of ‘Chrift, in 
_ which we ail with open face behold, as in a glafs, not as in a 


cloud, the glory of the Lord.. (3.) A proteétion of the taber- 
nacle.. They had fheltered it with one covering upon anc- - 
ther ;. but after all, the cloud that covered it was its belt guard... 


» Thofe that dwell in the houfe of the Lord, are hid’ there, and 
» are fafe under. the divine: proteétion, Pfal.. xxvii. 4, 5. Yet 
‘this, which was then a peculiar favour to the tabernacle, is 


promifed to. every dwelling-place. of mount Sion, Ha. iv. 5.5 
for upon all the glory fball be a-defence. (4.) A: guide to the 


‘ camp: of Ifrael' in their march through the wildernefs, ver. 36, 


37: While the cloud continued. on the tabernacle, they reft- 

ed; when it removed, they removed: and followed it, as being _ 
_ purely under a divine conduét.. This is fpoken of more fully, 
- Numb. ix..15, c.;..and mentioned with thankfulnefs to. the 

glory, of God long: after, Neh. ix. rg.  Pfal. Ixxxviii. 14. 


, andicvs 39. As,.before thie tabernacle was fet up, the Iffael- 


ites had the cloud for their guide, which appeared’ fometimes 


_ im one place and fometimes. in another, but! from henceforward 


' refted on the tabernacle, and: was to be found there only: So - 


* the church.had divine revelation for its-guide from the firft, 


before the fcriptures were written ; but fincé the making up of 
that. canon, it. refts in that asi its: tabernacle,.and there only it 
is to be found ;as, in the: creation, the light which was made 
_ the firft day, centered in the fun the fourth day. Bleffed be 
God for the Jaw and the teftimony. 

[2] The glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle, yer. 34, 


a 
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35. The Shechinah now made an awful and pompous entry 
into the tabernacle, through the outer part of which it pafled 
into the moft holy place as the prefence-chamber, and there 
feated itfelf between the cherubims. It was in light and fre, 
and (for ought we know) no otherwife, that the Shechinah 
made itfelf vifible ; for God is light, our God is a confuming 
fire. With thefe the tabernacle was now (filled: Yet as be- 
fore the bu/b, fo now the curtains were not confumed, or fo 
much as finged by this fire ; for to thofe that have received the 
anointing, thé terrible majelty of God is not deftroying. Yet 
now fo dazzling was the light, and fo dreadful was the fire, 
that Mofes was zot able to enter into the tent of the congregation, 
at the door of which he attended, till the fplendor was a little 
abated, and the glory of the Lord retired within the vail, ver. 
35., This fhews how terrible the glory and majefty of God 


LES VIC lL Oras. i 
is, and how unable the greatelt and beft of es are to ftand 


before him. ‘The divine light and fire, let forth in their full 


. ftrength, will overpower the ftrongeft heads ‘and the pureft — 
, hearts. 


But what Mofes could not do, in that he was weak 
through the flefb, our Lord Jefus has done, whom God cau/ed 


to draw near and approach ; and, as the Forerunner, he is for 


us entered, and has invited us te come boldly, even to the mer- — 


cy-feat. He was able to enter into the holy place not made with 
hands, Heb. ix. 24. Nay, he is himfelf the true tabernacle, 
filled with the glory of God, John i. 14.; even with that di- 
vine grace and truth which were figured by this fire and light. 
In him the Shechinah took up its re/t_for ever, for in him dwells 
all the fulne[s of the Godhead bodily. Blefled be God for Jefus 
Chrift. 


» 


Tuerez is nothing hiftorical in all this book of Leviticus, except the account it gives us, chap. Vili, 


os 


_ appointment was as particular as in the former, and muft be as punctually obferved. The re- 


EXPOSITION, &- 


OF THE THIRD BOOK OF MOSES, CALLED 


ta 


LEV Eric oe 


and ix. of the confecration of the priefthood :- Chap. x. of the punifhment of Nadab and Abihu, 


by the hand of God, for offering ftrange fire; and that of Shelomith’s fon, by the hand of the | 
All the reft of the book is taken up with the laws, 


magiftrates, for blafphemy, chap. xxiv. 
chiefly the ecclefiaftical‘laws, which God gave to Ifrael by Mofes, concerning their facrifices 
and offerings, their meats and drinks, and divers wa/bings, and other the peculiarities by which 


God fet that people apart for himfelf, and diftinguifhed them from other nations: All which | 
were fhadows of good things to come, which are realized and fuperfeded by the gofpel of Ching | 
We call the book Leviticus, from the Septuagint, becaufe it contains the laws and ordinances — 


of the Levitical prie/thood, (as it is called Heb. vii. 11.), and the miniftrations of it: The Le- 
vites were principally charged with thefe inftitutions, both to do their part and to teach the peo- 
ple theirs.—We read, in the clofe of the foregoing book, of the fetting up of ‘the tabernacle, 
which was to be the place of worfhip: And as that was framed according to the pattern, fo 
muft the ordinances of worfhip be, which were there to be adminiftered. In thefe the divine 


maining record of thofe abrogated laws is of ufe to us, for the ftrengthening of our faith in Jefus 
Chrift, as the Lamb flain from the foundation of the world; and for the increafe of our thank- 
fulnefs to God, that by him we are freed from the 


CHAP. 


yoke of the ceremonial law, and live in the: 
_ times of reformation. i . ae 


\ ot ae 


> Se 


¢ 


< sey ; | 
“Chap. I. . 


' CHAP. L 
This book begins with the laws concerning Sacrifices, of which 
the moft ancient were the burnt-offerings } about which God 
 sgave Mofes inflruétions in this chapter. Orders are here gi- 
ven how that fort of facrifice muft be managed: (1.) Lf it 
aere a bullock out of the herd, vet. 35-9. .(2.) Tf it were 
a focep or goat, a lamb or kid out of the flock, ver. 10,—13. 
(3) Lf it were a turtle-dove or a young pidgeon, ver. 14,— 
14. And whether the offering were more or lefs valuable in 
itfelf, if it was offered with au upright heart, according to thefe 
laws, it was accepted of God. 


. A ND the Lorp called unto Mofes, and fpake 

‘% unto him out of the tabernacle of the 

congregation, faying, 2 Speak unto the chil- 

* dren of Ifrael, and fay unto them, If any man 

of you bring an offering unto the Lorp, ye fhall 

bring your offering of the cattle, even of the herd, 
and of the flock. - 


Obferve here, [1.] It is taken for granted, that people would 
be inclined to bring offerings to the Lord. The very light of 
nature directs man, fome way or other, to do honour to his 
Maker, and pay him homage as his Lord: Revealed religion 

*fuppofeth natural religion. An ancient and early inftitution, 
fince the fall, had directed men to glorify God by /acrifice ; 
which was an implicit acknowledgement of their having recei- 
ved all from God as creatures, and their having forfeited all to 
him as finners. A confcience thoroughly convinced of depend- 
ance and guilt, would be willing to come before God with 
thoufands of rams, Mic. vi. 6,7. [2.] Provifion is made that 
men fhould’ not indulge their own fancies, nor become vain in 
their imaginations and inventions about their facrifices ; left 
while they pretend to honour God, they fhould really ditho- 
nour him, and do that which was unworthy of him. Every 
thing therefore is directed to be done with a due decorum, and 
by a certain rule; and fo as that the facrifices might be moft 
fignificant, both of the great facrifice of atonement which Chrift 
was to offer in the fulnefs of time, and of the fpiritual facrifi- 
ces of acknowledgement which believers fhould offer daily. 
[3.] God gave thofe laws to Ifrael by Mofes: Nothing is 
‘more frequently repeated than this, Tse Lord /pake unto Mo/es, 
Saying, Speak unto the children of Ifrael. God could have fpo- 
ken it to the’children of Jfrael himfelf, as he did the ten com- 
mandments ; but he chofe to deliver it to them by Mofes, be- 
caufe they had defired he would no more {peak to them him- 
felf, and he had defigned that Mofes fhould, above all the pro- 
phets, be a type of Chrift, by whom God would in thefe laft 
days /peak to us, Heb.i. 1. By other prophets God fent 
meflages to his people, but by Mofes he gave them laws; and 
therefore he was fit to typify Him to whom the Father had 
given all judgement. Aau befides, the treafure of divine re- 
velation was always to be put into earthen veflels, that our faith 
might be tried, and that the excellency of the power might be 
of God. [4.] God fpake-to him out of the tabernacle. As 
foon as the Shechinah had taken pofleffion of its new habitation, 
in token of the acceptance of what was done, God talked with 
_ Mofes from the mercy-feat, while he attended without the vail, 
_ or rather at the door, hearing a voice only ; -and it is probable 
he wrote what he heard at that time, to prevent any mi{take 
or flip of memory in the rehearfal of it. ‘The tabernacle was 
fet up to be a place of communion between God and Ifrael ; 
there, where they performed their fervices to God, God re- 
vealed his will to them’: Thus by the word and prayer we 
now have fellowfhip with the Father, and with his Son Fefus 


Vou. I. 


Epo yw tor xc Us. 


-fore the Lorp. 


Chrift, Aéts vi. 4. When we fpeak to God, we mutt be de- — 


« firous to hear from him, and reckon it a great favour that he 


is pleafed to fpeak tous. The Lord’ called to Mofes, not to 
come near; (under that difpenfation, even Mofes muft keep 
his diftance ;) but to attend, and hearken to what fhould be 
faid. A letter lefs than ordinary in the Hebrew word for 
called, the Jewith critics tell us, intimates, that God fpake in 
a {till fmall voice. ‘The moral law was given with terror from 
a burning mountain, in thunder and lightning; but the reme- 
dial law of facrifice was given more gently from a mercy-feat, 
becaufe that was typical of the grace of the gofpel, which is the 
miniftration of life and peace. 


3 If his offering de a burnt-facrifice of the 
herd, let him offer a male without blemifh: he 
fhall offer it of his own voluntary will, at the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation be- 
4 And he fhall put his hand 
upon the head of the burnt-offering: and it 
fhall be accepted for him to make atonement - 
for him. 5 And he fhall kill the bullock before 
the Lorp, and the priefts, Aaron’s fons, fhall 
bring the blood, and fprinkle the blood round 
about upon the altar, that zs by the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation. 6 And he {hall 
flay the burnt-offering, and cut it into his pie- 
ces. 47 And the fons of Aaron the prieft fhall 
put fire upon the altar, and lay the wood in or- 
der upon the fire. 8 And the priefts, Aaron’s 
fons, fhall lay the parts, the head,, and the fat, 
in order upon the wood that 7s on the fire which 
2g upon the altar. g But his inwards and his . 
legs fhall he wafh in water: and the prieft fhall 
burn all on the altar, to 6e a burnt-facrifice, an 
offering made by fire of a {weet favour unto the 
Lorp. , 

Ifa man were rich and could afford it, it is fuppofed that 
he would bring his burnt-facrifice, with which he defigned to 
honour God, out of Ais herd of larger cattle: He that confi- 
ders that God is the Bef that is, will refolve to give him the- 
beft he has, elfe he gives him not the glory due unto his name. 
Now if a man determined to &i// a deeve, not for a feaft for his 
family and friends, but for a facrifice to his God, thefe rules 
mutt be religioufly obferved. 

[1.] The beaft to be offered: muft be a male, and without 
blemifo: and the beft bull he had in his pafture: Being defign- 
ed purely for the honour of him that is infinitely perfect, it 
ought to be the moft perfect in its kind. This figrified the 
complete ftrength and purity that was in Chrift, the dying Sa- — 
crifices and the fincerity of heart and unblameablenefs of life 
that fhould be in Chriftians, who are prefented to God as diving 
Sacrifices. But literally in Chrift Jefus there is neither male nor 
Jemale; nor is any natural blemifh in the body a bar-to our ac- 
ceptance with God, but only the moral defeéts and deformi- 
ties of the foul by fin. ; 

[2.] Whe owner muft offer it of his own voluntary will : 
What is:done in religion, fo as to pleafe God, muft be done 
by no other. confraint but that of love. God accepts the qwi/- 
ling people, and the chearful giver. Ainfworth and others read 
it, not as the principle, but as the end of offering, “ Let him 
offer it for Ais favourable acceptation before the Lord.” Let 

Z him 
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him propofe this to himfelf, as his end in bringing his facrifices 
and let his eye he fixed {teadily upon that end, that he may be 
atcepied of the Lord: And thofe only fhall find acceptance 
who fincerely defire and dé/ign it, in all their religious fervices, 
2 Cor. v--9. : 

[3.1 It muft be offered at the door of the tabernacle, where 
the brafen altar of burnt-offerings {tood, which fanétified the 
gift He mutt offer it at the door, as one 

y to enter, and acknowledging, that there is no admif- 
a finer into covenant and communion with God but 
by /2crifice; but at the tabernacle of the congregation, in token 
of bis communion with the whole church of Ifrael, even in this 
perfonal fervice. 

[4.] The offerer mutt put his hand upon the head of his of- 
fering, ver. 4._He mutt put both his hands, fay the Jewith 
doGors, with all his might between the horns of the beaft ; 
fignifying thereby, (1.) The transferring of all his right to, and 
intereft in, the beaft, to God; adtually and by a manual de- 
livery refigning it to his fervice. (2.) An acknowledgement 
thet he deferwed to die; and would have been willing to die, 
if God had required it for the férving of his honour, and the 

taining of his favour. (3.) A dependence upon the facrifice, 


ah 


quity of us al! was to be laid. 


the facrifices, and efpecially this rite,\fome think the apoftle 


means by the doéirine of /aying on of hands, Heb. vi. 2. which 
The offerer’s putting his hand on 
the head of the offering was, to fignify his defire and hope that 
it might be accepted for him to make atonement for him. ‘Though 


typified evangelical faith. 


the burnt-oiferings had not refpea to any particular fin, as the 
fin-offering had; yet they were to make atonement for fin an 


general: And he that laid his hand on his head, was to con- 
fefs that he had &ft undone what he ought to have done, and had 


aoite that which he ought not to have done; and to pray, that 
theugh he deferved to die himfelf, the death of his facrifice 
might be accepted for the expiating of his guilt. 

[5-] The facrifice was to be filled by the priefts or Levites, 


before the Lord; 1. e. in a devout, religious manner, and with 
an eye to God and his honour. This fignified, that our Lord 


Jefus was to make his foul, or life, an offering for fin: Meffiah, 


the Prince, muft be cut of asa facrifice, but not for himfelf, 
it fignified alfo, that in Chriftians, who are /i- 
ving facrifices, the brutal part muft be mortified or killed, the 
fiefh crucified with its corrupt affections and Jufts, and all the 


Dans ix. 26. 


appetites of the mere animal life. 


[6.] The priefts were to /brinkle the blood upon the altar, ver. 
5-3 for the blood being the life, that was it that made atonement 
This fignified the direét and aétual regard which 
our Lord Jefus had to the fatisfaction of his Father’s juftice, 
and the fecuring of his injured honour in the /bedding of his 
blood: He offered himfelf without fpot te God. It alfo fignified 
the pacifying and purifying of our confciences, by the /prinkling 
of the blood of Fefus Chrif? upon them by faith, 4 Pet. 1. 2. 


for the foul. 


Heb. x. .22. 


_ [7-] The beaft was to be flayed and decently cut up, and 
divided into its feyeral joints or pieces, according to the art of 
the butcher; and then all the pieces, with the head and fat, 
the legs and inwards, being firlt wa/bed, were to be burnt to- 
gether upon the altar, ver.6,—9. But to what purpofe (would 
fome fay} was this waffe? Why fhould all this good meat, 
that might have been givemto the poor, and have ferved their 


hungry families for food a great while, be burnt. together to afhes? 
S 


fault with it. When it was burnt for the honour of God, in 


obedience to his command, and to fignify fpiritual bleflings, it 


was really better beftowed, and better anfwered the end pf ks 


i Bow h to) Gee 


iituted type of the Great Sacrifice, on which the int- 
The myftical fignification of 


So was the will of God, and it is not for us to obje& or find 


Name | oo 


creation, than when it was ufed as food for man. We muft 
never reckon that loft, that is laid out for God. 
' ing of the facrifice fignified the fharp fufferings of Chrift, and 
the devout affeftions with which, as a holy fire, Chriftians 
mutt offer up themfelves, their whole /pirit, foul, and body unto 
God. yi 
Laftly, This is faid to be an offering of a fweet favour, or 
favour of reff, unto the Lord. The burning of flefh is unfa- 
voury in itfelf; but this, as an aét of obedience to a divine 
command, and a type'of Chrift, was well pleafing to God; he 
was reconciled to the offerer, and did himfelf take a compla- 
cency in that reconciliation. He refed, and was Dee with 
thefe inftitutions of his grace; as at firft-with his works of cre- 
ation, Exod. xxxi. 17. 3 rejoicing therein, Pfaj. civ. 3 Te Chrift’s 
offering of himfelf to God, is faid to be of a /weet-fmelling fa- 
vour, Eph. y. 2.: And the fpiritual facrifices of Chriftians are 
faid to be acceptable to God through Chrift, 1 Pet. ii. 5. 


io § And if his offering be of the flocks, 
namely, of the fheep, or of the goats, fora burnt- 


mith. 
the altar north-ward before the Lorn: and the 
priefis, Aaron’s fons, fhall fprinkle his blood 
round about upon the altar. 
cut it into his pieces, with his head and his fat: 
and the prieft fhall lay them in order on the 
wood that zs on the fire which zs upon the al- 
tar. 13 But he fhall wath the inwards and the 
legs with water: and the prieft fhall bring z¢ 
all, and burn zt upon the altar: it is a burnt- 
facrifice, an offering made by fire, of a fweet 
favour unto the Lorp. 14 And if the burnt- 
facrifice for his offermg to the Lorn Je of fowls, 
then he fhall bring his offering of turtle-doves, 
or of young pigeons. 15 And the prieft fhall 
bring it unto the altar, and wring off its head, 
and burn it on the altar: and the blood there- 
of fhall be wrung out at the fide of the altar. 
16 And he fhall pluck away his crop with his 
feathers, and caft it befide thé altar on the eaft- 
part, by the place of the afhes. 17 And he 
{hall cleave it, with the wings thereof, buz thall 
not divide it afunder: and the prieft fhall burn 
it upon the altar, upon the wood that zs upon 


by fire, of a fweet favour unto the Lorp. 


fheep, or a goat; and thofe that were not able to do that, 


his providence, confiders the poor. 
creatures were chofen for facrifice which were moft mild and 


meeknefs that was in Chrift, and to teach the imnocency and’ 
meeknefs that fhould be in Chriftians.. Dire@tions are here 


given, 


Firf, Concerning the burnt-offerings of the flock, ver. 10. 


The burn-_ 


facrifice; he fhall bring ita male without ble- | 
Yt And he fhall kill it on the fide of 


12 And he fhal!” 


the fire: it 7s a burnt-facrifice, an offering made - 


Here we have the laws concerning the burnt-offerings, which _ 
were of the flock, or of the fowls. "Vhofe of the middle rank, —— 
that could not well afford to offer a bullock, would brieg a 


fhould be accepted of God, if they brought a ¢urtle-dove, ora 
pigeon: For God in his law, and in his -gofpel, as well as in 
It is obfervable, that thofe 


gentle, harmlefs and inoffenfive ; to typify the innocency and 


nd. 


¢ 


Chap. Hl. 


And the method of managing thele is much the fame with that 
of the beeves: Only it is ordered here, that the facrifice fhould 
be killed on the fide of the altor northward; which, though 
méntioned here only, it is likely was to be obferved concerning 
the former and-other facrifices. Probably on that fide of the 
altar there was the large{t vacant {pace, and room for the priefts 
to turn them in. It was of old obferved, That fair weather 
cometh out of the north, and that the north-wind drives away 
rain; and-by thefe facrifices the ftorms of God’s wrath are 
{cattered, and the light of God’s countenance is obtained, which 
is more pleafant than the brighteft faire{t weather. 

Secondly, Concerning thofe of the fowls. They mutt be ei- 
ther turtle-doves ; and_if fo, they mutt be old turtles, (fay the 
Jews:) Or pigeons; and if fo, they mult be young pigeons. 
What. was moft acceptable at mens tables, muft be brought. to 
God’s altar. In the offering of thefe fowls, (1.) The head 

“moult be wrung off: Quite off, fay fome; others think only 
pinched, fo as to kiil the bird, and yet leave the head hanging 
to the body: But it feems mtore likely that it was to be quite 

Aeparated, for it was to be burnt firf, 2.) The blood was 
to be fqueezed out on the fide of the altar. (3.) The gar- 


hages, with the feathers, were to be thrown by upon the dung- ° 


hill. (4.) The body was to be opened, fprinkled with falt, 
and then burnt upon the altar. This facrifice of birds, the Jews 
fay, was one of the moft difficult fervices the priefts had to do; 
to teach thofe that minifter in holy things, to be as folicitous 
for the falvation of the fouls of the poor as of the rich; for 
their fervices are as acceptable to God, if they come from an 
upright heart, as the fervices of the rich; for he expects accord- 
ing to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not, 
2 Cor. viii. 12. The poor man’s turtle-doves, or young pi- 
geons, are here faid to be an offering of a fweet {melling favour, 
as much as that of an ox or bullock that hath horns and hoofs. 
Yet after all, to love God with all cur heart, and to love our neizh- 
bour as ourfelves, is better than all burnt-offerings and facrifices, 
Mark xii. 33. 
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Ln this chapter we have the law concerning the meat-offerings. 
I. The matter of it: Whether of raw flour, with oil and 
incenfe, ver. t.3 or baked in the oven, ver. 4.3 or upon a 

_ plate, ver. 5,6. or in a frying-pan, ver. 7. 11. The manage- 
ment of it: Of the flour, ver. 2, 3.3 of the cakes, ver. 8, 9, 10. 
ILI. Some particular rules concerning it, That leaven and ho- 

_ ney muft never be admitted, ver. 11, 12. and falt never omitted, 
in the meat-offering, ver. 13. IV. The law concerning the 


offering of firftfruits in the ear, vet. 14,—16, 

ND when any will offer a meat-offering un- 
A to the Lorn, his offering fhall be of fine 
flour; and he fhall pour oil upon it, and put 
frankincenfe thereon. 2 And he fhall bring 
it to Aaron’s fons the priefts: and he fhall take 
‘thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and 
of the oil thereof, with all the frankincenfe 
thereof; and the prieft fhall burn the memo- 
rial of it upon the altar, zo be an offering made 
by fire, of a fweet favour unto the Lory. 3 
And the remnant of the meat-offering /hali b: 
Aaron’s and his fons: i¢ is a thing moft holy 
of the offerings of the Lorp made by fire. 
4 4 And if thou bring an oblation cf a meat- 
offering baken in the oven, zt /hall be unlea- 
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vened cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, or 
unleavened wafers anointed with oil. 5 And 
if thy oblation be a meat-offering baken in a 
pan, it fhall be of fine flour unleavened, min- 
gled with oil.’ 6 § Thou fhalt part it in pieces, 
and pour oil thereon: it zs a meat-offering. 
+7 J And if thy oblation be a meat-offering ba- 
ken in the frying-pan, it fhall be made of fine 
flour with oil. § And thou fhalt bring the 
meat-offering, that is made of thefe things, un- 
to the Lorp: and when it is prefented unto 
the prieft, he fhall bring it unto the altar. 9 
And the prieft fhall take from the meat-offer- 
ing a memorial thereof, and fhall burn. i¢ upon 
the altar: z¢7zs.an offering made by fire of a 
fweet favour unto the Lorp. ro And that 
which is left of the meat-offering /Dall be Aa- 
ron’s and his fons: it 7s a thing mott holy, of the 
offerings of the Lorp made by fire. . 
There were fome meat-offerings that were only appendixes 
to the burnt-offering ; as that which was offered with the dai- 
ly facrifice, Exod. xxix. 38, 39. and with the peace-offerings : 
And thefe had drink-offerings joined with them, (fee Numb. 
XV- 4, 7,9, 10.)3 and in thefe the quantity was appointed. 
But the law of this chapter concerns thofe' meat-offerings that 
were offered by them/elves, whenever a man faw caufe thus to - 
exprefs his devotion. The firft offering we read of in ferip- 
ture, was of this kind, Gen. iv. 3. Cain brought of the fruit 
of the ground an offering. ‘This fort of offering was appointed, 
1. In condefcenfion to the poor, and their ability; that they 
who themfelves lived upon bread and cakes, might offer an ac- 
ceptable offering to God out of that which was their own 
coarfe and homely fare ; and by making for God’s altar, as 


| the widow of Sarepta for his prophet, a litle cake firfl, might 


procure fuch a biefling upon the Aandful of meal in the barrel, 
and the ofl in the crufe, as that it may not fail. 2. Asa pro-, 
per acknowledgment of the mercy of God to them in their 
food: This was like a quit-rent, by which they teftified their 
dependance upon God, their thankfulnefs to him, and their 
expectations from him as their Owner and bountiful Benefac- 
tor, who giveth to all life and breath, and food convenient. 


| Thus muft they honour the Lord with their fubftance ; and in 


token of their eating and drinking to his glory, muft confecrate 
fome of their meat and drink to his immediate fervice. They 
that now with a grateful and charitable heart, deal out their bread 
to the hungry, anc provide for the neceflities of thofe that are 
deftitute of daily food; and, when they eat the fat, and drink 
the {weet themfelves, fend portions to them for whom nothing 
is prepared ; thefe offer unto God an acceptable meat-offering. 
The prophet laments it as one of the direful effects of famine, 
that thereby the meat-offering and drink-offering was cut off 
from the houfe of the Lord, Joel i. 9.3 and reckoned it the 
greateft blefling of plenty, that it would be the revival of them, 
Jocl ti. 14. 

Now the laws of the meat offering were thefe : 

[1.] That the ingredients muft always be fine flour and oil, 


two ftaple commodities of the land of Canaan, Deut. viii. 8, 


Oil was to them then in their food, what butter is now to us. 
If it was undreffed, the oil muft be poured upon the flour, ver. 
.; if cooked, it, muft be mingled with the flour, ver. 4, &e, 

f2.] If it were flour unbaked, befides the o7/ it mutt have ~ 
Lid, 2 frankincenfe 
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frankincenfe pat upon it, which was to be burnt with it, ver. 
1, 2. for the perfuming of the altar; in allufion to which, 
gofpel-minifters are faid to be a fweet favour unto God, 2 Cor. 
li, 15. [3.] If it was prepared, they might do it various 
ways; either bake it, or fry it, or mix the flour and oil upon 
a plate; for the doing of each of which, conveniences were 
provided about the tabernacle. The law was very exact, even 
about thofe offerings that were leaft caftly, to intimate the cog- 
nifance God takes of the religious fervices performed with a 
devout mind, even by the poor of his people. [4.] It was to 
be prefented by the'offerer to the prie/, which is called bringing 
it to the Lord, ver. 8.3 for the priefts were God’s receivers, 
and were ordained to offer gifts. [.5.] Part of it was to be 
éurnt upon the altar, for a memorial: i. e. in token of their 
mindfulnefs of God’s bounty to them, in giving them a// things 
richly to enjoy. It was an offering made by fire, ver. 29. The 
confuming of it by fire might mind them, ‘that they deferved 
to have all the fruits of the earth thus burnt up, and that it 
was of the Lord’s mercies that-they were not. They might 
alfo learn, that as meats are for the belly, and the belly for meats ; 
fo God fhall deftroy both it and them, 1 Cor. vi. 13.3 and that 
man lives not by bread alone. 'Yhis offering made by fire, is 
here faid to be of a /weet favour unio the Lord: And fo are 
our /piritual offerings, which are made by the fire of holy love; 
particularly that of alms-giving, which is faid to be aa odour 
of a fweet {mell, a facrifice acceptable, well-pleafing to God, Phil. 
iv. 18. and Heb. xiii. 16. With fuch facrifices God is well 
pleafed. [6.] The remainder of the meat-offering was to be 
given to the priefts, ver. 3, £0. It is a thing moff holy; not 
to be eaten by the oferers, as the peace-offerings, which, 
though holy, were not mo/? holy ; but by the priefts only; and 
their families. “Thus God provided, that they who /erved at 


. the altar, fhould live upon the altar. 


11 No meat-offering, which ye - fhall bring 
unto the Lorn, fhall be made with leaven: for 
ye fhall burn no leaven, nor any honey, in any 
offering of the Lorp made by fire. 12 9 As 
for the cblation of the firft-fruits, ye fhall offer 
them unto the Lorp: but they fhall ‘not be 
burnt on the altar for a fweet favour. 13 And 
every oblation of thy meat-offering fhalt thou 
feafon with falt; neither fhalt thou fuffer the 
falt of the covenant of thy God-to be lacking 
from the meat-offering : with all thine offerings 
thou fhalt offer falt. 14 And if thou offer a 
meat-offering of thy firft-fruits unto the Lorp, 
thou fhalt offer for the meat-offering of thy firft- 


fruits, green ears of corn dried by the fire, even 


corn beaten out of full ears. 15 And thou 
fhalt put oil upon it, and lay frankincenfe there- 
on: it zs a meat-offering. 16 And the prieft 
fhall burn the memorial of it, part of the beaten 
corn thereof, and part of the oil thereof, with 
all the frankincenfe thereof: it is an offering 
made by fire unto the Lorn. 


Here, Firft, Leaven and honey are forbidden to be put in 
any of their meat-offerings, ver. 11. No leaven or any honey 


"in any offering made by fire. (1.) The leaven was forbidden, 


in remembrance of the unleavened bread they eat when they 
came out of Egypt. So much difpatch was required in the 
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offerings they made, that it was not convenient they fhould flay- 
the leavening of them; the New Teftament comparing pride j 
and Aypocrify to leaven, becaufe they fwell like leaven; and 
malice and wickedne/s, which fours like leaven. We are to un-~ 
derftand and improve this as a caution, to take heed of thofe 
fins, which will certainly fpoil the acceptablenets of our {piritual: 
facrifices. Pure hands mult be lifted up without wrath, and 
all our gofpel-feafts kept with the unleavened bread of fincerity: 
and truth. (2.) Honey was forbidden, though Canaan flowed 
with it; becaufe so eat much honey is not good, Prov. xxv. 16, 
17.3 it turns to choler and bitternefs in the ftomach, though 
lufcious to the tafte. Some think the chief reafon why thele 


' two things, leaven and honey, were forbidden, was becaufe the 


Gentiles ufed them very much in their facrifices;.and God’s 
people muft not Jearh or ufe the way of the heathen, but his. 
fervice muft be the reverfe of their idolatrous fervices; fee 
Deut. xii. 30, 31. Some make this application of this double 
prohibition: Leaven fignifies grief and fadnefs of fpirit, (Pfal.. 
Ixxiii. 21. My heart was leavened:) Honey fignifies fenfual. 
pleafure and mirth: In our fervice of God both thefe muft be | 
avoided, and a mean obferved between thefe extremes; for the 
Jorrow of the world worketh death, and a love to the delights, 
of fenfe is a great enemy to holy love. 

Secondly, Salt is required in all their offerings, ver. 13. The: 
altar was the table of the Lord; and therefore falt being al-. 
ways fet on our tables, God would have it always ufed at his. - 
It is called the /alt of the covenant, becaufe as men confirmed ; 
their covenants with each other by eating and drinking toge- 
ther, at all which collations falt was ufed; fo God, by accept- 
ing his people’s gifts, and feafting them upon his facrifices, 
fupping with them, and they with him, (Rev. ili, 20.) did 
confirm his covenant with them, Among the ancients, /a/é 
was a fymbol of friendfhip. The falt for the facrifice was not 
brought by the offerers, but was provided at the public charge ; 
as the wood was, Ezra vii. 22. And there was a chamber 
in the court of the temple, called the chamber of falt, in which 
they laid it up. Can that which is unfavoury be eaten without 
fait? God would hereby intimate to them, that their facrifices . 
in themfelves were unfavoury. ‘The faints, that are Aving /a-- 
crifices to God, mutt have /alt in themfelves; for every fucrifice» 
muft be falted with falt, Mark ix. 49, 50. And our fpéech.. 
mult be always with grace, Col. iv. 6.; fo mutt all our reli-~ 
gious performances be /ea/oned with that falt. Chriftianity is « 
the falt of the earth. : 

Thirdly, Dire@tions are given about the firlt-fruits. 

[1.] The odblation of their firft-fruits at harveft, of which 
we read, Deut. xxvi. 2. hefe were offered to the Lord, not 
to be burnt upon the altar, but to be given to the prie{ts as 
perquifites of their office, ver. 12. And ye fhall offer them, 
(i. e. Zeaven and honey,) in the oblation of the firlt-fruits, 
though they were forbidden in other meat-offerings; for they 
were proper enough to be eaten by the priefts, though not to. 
be burnt upon the altar. The loaves of firft-fruits are particu-. 
larly ordered to be baked with leaven, Lev. xxiii. 17.: And. 
we read of the firft-fruits of honey brought to the houfe of God, 
2 Chron. xxxi. 5. ' 

[2.] A meat-offering of the firftfruits : The former was re- 
quired by the law ; this was a free-will offering, ver. 14,—16. 
Ifa man, in a thankful fenfe of God’s goodnefs to him in gi- 
ving him hopes of a plentiful crop, were difpofed to bring an 
offering in kind immediately out of his field,'and prefent it to’ 
God, owning thereby his dependance upon God, and obliga- 
tions to him; (z.) Let him be fure to bring the fir ripe and full ~ 
ears, not fuch as were {mall and half withered. “Whatever 
was brought for an offering to God mutt be the def in its kind, . 
though it were but green cars of corn. We mock God, and 

‘deceive 
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deceive ourfelves, if we think to put him off with a corrupt 
~ thing, while we have in our flock a male, (2.) Vhefe green 
ears mult be dried ly the fire, that the corn might be deaten-out 
of them, fuch as it was. That is not expected from green ears, 


z 


which one may juftly look for from thofe that have been left — 


to grow full ripe. If thofe that are young do God’s work as 
well as they can, they fhall be accepted though they cannot 

* do it fo well as thofe that are aged and experienced. God 
makes the beft of green ears of corn, and fo mult we. (3.) Oil and 
frankincenfe mult be put upon it. Thus (as fome allude to this) 
wifdom and humility mutt foften and fweeten the fpirits and 
fervices of young people, and then their green ears of corn fhall 
be acceptable. God takes a particular delight in the fir? ripé 
fruits of the Spirit, and the expreflions of early piety and de- 
votion. Thofe that can but think and {peak as children, yet 
if they think and fpeak well, God will, be well-pleafed with 
their buds and bloffoms, and will never forget the Aindne/+ of 
their youth. (4.) It mult be ufed as other meat-offerings, ver. 
16. compare ver. 9. He hall offer all the frankincenfey it is 
an offering made by fire. The fire and the frankincenfe 
feem to have had a fpecial fignificancy. 1. This notes 
the fervency of Jpirit which ought to be in all our religi. 
ous fervices.. In. every good thing we mutt be zealoufly af- 
feéted. Holy love to.God is the fire by which all our offer- 
ings muft be made, elfe they are not of a. fweet favour to 
God. 2. The frankincenfe notes the. mediation and intercef- 
fion of Chrift, by which all our fervices are perfumed, and re- 
commended to. God’s gracious acceptance. Blefled be God 
that we have the fubftance which a!! thefe. obfervances were 
but fhadows of ; the fruit. that was hid under thefe leaves. 
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In this chapter we have the law concerning the peace-offerings, 
whether they were, (1.) Of the herd; a bullock.or a beifer, 
ver. 1,5. Or, (2.) Of the frock; either a lamb, ver. 6,— 
Il. or a. goat, ver. 12;—-17. The ordinances concerning 
each of thefe are much the fame; yet they are repeated, to fhew 
the-care we ought to také that all our fervices be done accord- 
ing to the appointment, and the pleafure God takes in the fer- 
vices that are fo perfornied. It is likewife to intimate what 
need we have of precept upon precept, and line upon line. 


| ND if his oblation’ be a facvifice of peace- 


offering, if he offer zt of the herd, whether 


it: be a male or female ;.he fhall offer,it without 
blemith. before the Lorp. ‘2. And he.fhall lay 
his hand upon the head of his offering,: and 
kill it at the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation: and Aaron’s fons the priefts fhall 
fprinkle the blood*upon the altar round about. 
3 And he fhall offer of the facrifice of the 
peace-offering, an offermg~made by fire unto 
the Lorn; the fat that. covereth the inwards, 
and all the: fat that zs. upon-the inwards: 4 
And the two: kidneys, and the fat that 7s on 
them, which 7s by the flanks, and the caul a- 
bove the liver, with the kidneys, it fhall he take 
away. 5 And Aaron’s fons {hall burn it on 
the altar, upon the burnt-facrifice, which is 
upon the wood that zs on the fire: 2¢ zy an. of- 
fering made by: fire of a {weet fayour unto the 
Lorp. eignd 


So We Pee us: 


» ticular mercy received. 
giving; for fo it was fometimes, as m other cafes a vow, Lev. 


3°: 
\ 

The burnt-offerings had regard to-God, as in himfelf the 
beft of beings, molt perfect and excellent; were purely expref- 
five of adoration, and therefore were wholly burnt: But the 
peace offerings had regard to God &s a benefactor to his crea- 
tures, and the giver of all good things to us, and therefore 
thefe were divided between the altar, the pricf, and the own- 
er. Peace fignifies, [1.] Reconciliation, concord, and commu- 
nion. And io thefe were called peace-offerings, becaufe in 
them God and his people did as it were fea/? together, in to- 
ken of friendfhip. ‘Lhe prieft, who was crdained for men in 
things pertaining to God, gave part of this peace-oftering so God, 
that part which he required, (as it was fit he fhould be.firft car- 
ved to,) burning it upon. God’s altar: Part he gave to the of- 
ferer, to be eaten by him with his family and friends ; and part 
he.took to himfelf, as the day’s-man, that laid his hand upon'them,. 
both: ‘They could not thus eat together, unlefs they were a- 
greed; forthat it was a fymbol of friend/ip and -fellow/bip bes 
Aween God and man, and:a confirmation of. the covenant of 
peace. [22] It fignifies profperity, and all happina/s:. Peace be 
to you, was as much as, * All good be to you.” And fo the 
peace-offerings were offered either, 1. By, way of fupplication or 
requeft for fome good that was wanted, and defired. If a man 
was in the pupfuit or expectation of any mercy, he would back 
his prayer for it with a peace-offering, and probably put up the 
prayer then when he laid his hand upon the head of his offer- 
ing. Chrift isour peace, our peace-offering 3 Yor through him — 
alone it is: that we can expect to obtain mercy, and-an anfwer ~ 
of peace to our prayers, and in him an upright prayer fhall-be | 
acceptable and. fuccefsful, though we bring not.a peace-offering. 
The lefs cofly our devotions are, the more lively and /ferious 
they fhould be. Or, 2. By way of thankfgiving for fome par- 
It is called a peace-offering of thank/~ 


vii. 15, 16. And fome make the original word to fignify 
Retribution. When they had received any ipecial mercy, and 
were enquiring what they fhould render ; this they were direc- 
ted to render to the God of their mercies, as a grateful ac- 
knowledgement of-the benefit done to them, Pfal.-cxvi. 12. 
And we mult offer to. God the facrifice of praife continually, 
by Chrift our peace; and then this fhall plea/e the- Lord better ° 
than an ox or bullock. parks 

Now, 1//, As to the matter of the ‘peace-offering.: Suppofe : 
it were to be of the herd, it mult be cithout blemish ; and if it 
were fo, it were indifferent whether it was male or female, ver. - 
1. In our fpiritual offerings, it is not the fex, but the heart, . 
God looks at,:Gal. iit. 28... 

2dly, As to the management of it: (1.) The. offerer. was, . 
by a folemn manumiffion, to transfer his intereft in it to God, 
ver. 2.5 and with his hand on the head of the facrifice, to ac- 
knowledge the-particular mercies for which he defigned this a 
thank-offering or, if it were a.vow, to make his prayer. (2.) ° 
It mutt.be killed 3 and though that might be done in any. part 
of the court, yet it is faid to be at the door of the tabernacley . 
becaufe the mercies received’ or expeded, were acknowledged 


to come from God, and the prayers or praifes were directed * 


to him, and both as it were through that door.’ Our. Lord. Je-~- 
fus hath faid, Z.am the door; for he is indeed the door of the 
tabernacle. . (3.) ‘Vhe prieft mult /prinkle the blood upon the ° 
altar, for it was the blood that made- atonement for the Soul 
and though it was not a fin-offering, yet. we mutt be taught, . 
that in all our offerings we- mu{t have: an.eye-to Chrift-as the : 
propitiation for fin, as thofe that know the bet of our fervices 
cannot be accepted unlefs through him our fins be : pardoned. 
Penitent confellions mult always go along with our thankful / 
acknowledgements ; and whatever mercy we pray for, in or- - 
der to it, we muft firlt pray for the removal of guilt, as: that 
which ”: 


a 
eo 


one 


[Oe ci eae Bee Wa Os 


366 


which seeps good things from us. Firlt, Take away all iniqui- 
ty 3 and then, Receive as gracioufly; or, Give good, Hof. xiv. 
2. (4.) All the fat of the inwards, that which we call the 
tallow and fuet, with the cau/ that inclofeth it, and the kidneys 
in the mid{t of it, were to be taken away, and burnt upon the 
altar, as an offering made by fire, ver. 3, 4, 5- And that was 
all that was.facrificed to the Lord out of the peace-offering ; 
how the reft was to be difpofed of, we fhall find chap. vii. 11. 
€Fc, It is ordered to be burnt upon the burnt-facrifice, 1. e. the 
daily burnt-offering, the lamb which was offered every morning 
‘before any other facrifice was offered; fo that the fat of the 
peace-offerings was an addition to that, and a continuation of 
it.. The great facrifice of peace, that.of the Lamb of God, 
which, taketh away the fins of the world, prepares the altar for 
our facrifices of praife, which are not expected till we are re- 
conciled. Now the Lurning of this fat is fuppofed to fignity, 


1. The offering up of our good affections to God in ail our | 


prayers and praifes. God muft have the inwards; for we 
mutt pour out our fouls and lift up our hearts in prayer, and 
mutt blefs his name with a// that is within us. . It is required, 
that we be award with God in every thing wherein we have 
to do with him. The fa¢ notes the beft and choiceft, which 
mutt always be devoted to God, who has made for us a feaff 
of fat things. 2. The mortifying of our corrupt affections and 
lufts, and the burning up of them by the fire of divine grace, 

"Col. iii. 5. Then we are truly thankful for former mercies, 
and prepared to receive further mercy, when we part with our 
fins, and have our minds cleared from all fenfuality, by the 
Spirit of judgement, and the fpirit of burning, Ia. iv. 4- 

6 § And if his offering for a facrifice of 
peace-offering unto the Lorn, be «f the flock, 
male or female; he fhall offer it without ble- 
‘mifh. 7 fhe offer a lamb for his offering, then 
fhall he offer it before the Lorp. 8 And he 
fhall lay his hand upon the head of his offer- 
ing, and kill it betore the tabernacle of the 
congregation: and Aaron’s fons fhall {prinkle 
the blood thereof round about upon the altar. 


4 And he fhall offer of the facrifice of the 
peace-offering, an offering made by fire unto~ 


the Lorp: the fat thereof and the whole 
rump, it fhall he take off hard by the back- 
bone; and the fat that covereth the inwards, 
and all the fat that is upon the inwards: 10 
And the two kidneys, and the fat that zr upon 
them, which is by the flanks, and the caul a- 
bove the liver, with the kidneys, it fhall he 
take away. rz And the prieft fhall burn it 
upon the altar: zt és the~food of the offering 
made by fire unto the Loro. 12.9 And if his 
offering be a goat, then he fhall offer i¢ before 
the Loxp. 


of the congregation: and the fons of Aaron 
fhall fprinkle the blood thereof upon the altar 
round about. 14 And he fhall offer thereof his 
offering, even an offering made by fire unto the 
Lorp; the fat that covereth the inwards, and 


all the fat that zr upon the inwards: 15 And 


13 And he fhall lay his hand upon_ 
the head of it, and kill it before the tabernacle 
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the two kidneys, and the fat that zs upon them, 
which zs by the flanks, and the caul above the 
liver, with the kidneys, it fhall he take away. 
16 And the prieft fhall burn them upon the al- 
tar: it is the food of the offering made by fire, 
for a fweet favour. All the fat zr the Lorn’s. 
17 It fall be a perpetual ftatute for your gene- 
rations throughout all-your dwellings, that ye 
eat neither fat nor blood. 


Directions are here given concerning the peace-offering, if 
it were a fheep or a goat. Turtle-doves or young pigeons, 
which might be brought for whole burnt-offerings, were not al- 
lowed for peace-offerings, becaufe they have no fat confider- 
able to be burnt upon the altar; and they would be next to 
nothing, if they were to be divided according to the law of 
the peace-offerings. The laws concerning a lamb or goat, of- 
fered for a peace-offering, are much the fame with thofe con- 
cerning a beeve ; and little now occurs here, But, 

[1.] That the rump of the mutton was to be burnt, with 
the fat of the inwards, upon the altar; the whole rump, ver. 
g. becaufe in thofe countries it was very fat and large. Some 
obferve from this, That be a thing ever fo contemptible, God 
can make it honourable, by applying it to his fervice. ‘Thus 
God is faid to give more abundant honour to that part which 
lacked, 1 Cor. xii. 23, 24. 

{2.] That that which was burnt upon the altar, is called 
the food of the offering, ver. 11, 16. It fed the holy fire; it 
was acceptable to God, as our food is to us: And fince in the 
tabernacle God did as it were keep houfe among them, by the 
offerings on the altar he &ept a good table, as Solomon in his . 
court, 1 Kings iv. 22. 

[3-] Here is a general rule laid down, that all the fat is the 
Lord’s, ver. 6.3 and a law made thereupon, That they Soould 
eat neither fat nor blood, no not in their private houfes, ver. 17. 
(1.) As for the faf, it is not meant of that which is interlard- 
ed with the meat: zhat they might eat, Neh. viii. 10.: But 
the fat of the inwards, the fuet, which was always God’s part 
out of the facrificed beafts ; and therefore they muft not eat of 
it, no, not out of the beafts that they killed for their common 
ufe. Thus would God preferve the honour of that which 
was facred to himfelf. They muft not only not feed upon that 
very fat which was to be the food of the altar, but not upon 
any the like, left the sable of the Lord, ‘as the altar is called,) - 
if fomething were not referved peculiar to it, fhould become 
contemptible, and the fruit thereof, even its meat, contemptible, 
Mal. i. 7, 12. (2) The blood was univerfally forbidden 
likewife, for the fame reafon that the fat was, becaufe it was 
God’s part of every facrifice. The heathen drunk the blood 
of their facrifices; hence we read of their drink-offerings of 
blood, Pfal. xvi. 4. But God would not permit the blood 
that made atonement to be ufed as a common thing, Heb. x. 
29.; nor will he allow us, though we have the comfort of the 
atonement made, to affume to ourfelves any fhare in the. ho- 


_nour of making it. He that glories, let him glory in the Lord, 


and to his ptaife let all the blood be poured outs. 


CHAP. Iv.. Ae 


This chapter 1° concerning the fin-offering, which was pro- 
perly intended to make atonement for a fin committed 
through ignorance ; either, (1+) By the prief brm/e//, ver. 
Ij—12. Or, (2.) By thewhole congregation, ver. 1 3,— 
21. Or, (3.) By a ruler, ver..22,—26. Or, (4.) By a 
private perfon, ver. 27,—35. 
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of peace-offerings: and the prieft fhall burn 


_ And the fkin of the bullock, and ail his fleth, 


“lock fhall he carry forth without the camp, 


as <A 


ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 2 
/-% Speak unto the children of Hrael, faying, 
If a foul fhall fin through ignorance againft any 
of the commandments of the Lorn (concerning 
things which ought not to be done), and fhall 
do againft any of them: 3 If the prieft that is 
anointed, do fin according to the fin of the peo- 
ple: then let him bring for his fin which he 
hath finned, a young bullock without blemith, 
unto the Lorp for a fin-offering. 4 And he 
fhall bring the bullock unto the door of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation, before the Lorn; 
and fhall lay his hand upon the bullock’s head, 
and kill the bullock before the Lorn. 5 And 
the prieft that is anointed, fhall take of the bul- 
lock’s blood, and bring it to the tabernacle of 
the congregation. 6 And the prieft fhall dip 
his finger in the blood, and {prinkle of the 
blood feven times before the Lorn, before the 
vail of thé fanctuary. 7 And the prieft fhall 
put _/ome of the blood upon the horns of the al- 
tar of {weet incenfe, before the Lorn, which 7s 
in the tabernacle of the congregation ; and 
{hall pour all the blood of the bullock at the 
bottom of the altar of the burnt-offering, which is 
at the door of the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion. 8 And he fhall take off from it all the 
fat of the bullock for the fin-offering; the fat 
that covereth the mwards, and all the fat that 
#s upon the inwards. g And the two kidneys, 
and the fat that zs upon them, which 7s by 
the flanks, and the caul about the liver, with 
the kidneys, it fhall he take away, 10. As it 
was taken off from the bullock ‘of the facrifice 


them upon the altar of the burnt-offering. 11 


with his head, and with his legs, and his in- 
wards, and his dung, 12 Even the whole bul- 


unto a clean place, where the afhes are pour- 


ed out, and burn him on the wood with fire: 


where the afhes are poured out fhall he be 
burnt. 


The laws contained in the three firft chapters feem to have 


been delivered to Mofes at one time: Here begin ftatutes of 


another feflion, another day. From the throne of glory be- 
tween the cherubims God delivered thefe orders;.and he en- 


ters now upon a fubjeét more new than thefe before. Burnie.) 


offerings meat-offerings, and peace-offerings, it fhould feem, had. 
been offered before the giving of the law upon mount Sinai: 
Thofe facrifices the patriarchs had not been. altogether unac- 
quainted with, Gen. viii. 22. Exod. xx. 24:3 and, in thofe 
they had refpe@ to fin, to make atonement’for that, Job i. 5... 
But the law being now added becaufe of rranfgreffions, Gal. i. 
19. and entered that eventually the offence might abound, Rom. 


Bee Vere Tet US, 


" prieft- 


.. the fin-offering, Lev. xvis:21. 


v. 20. They were put into a way of making atonement for fin, 


more particularly by facrifice, which was (more than any of 


the ceremonial inftitutions) a /hadow of good things to come s 
but the fubftance is Chrift, and that one offering of himfelf, by 
which he put away fin, and perfected for ever them which are 
fanétified. 

The general cafe fuppofed we have ver. 2.; where obferve, 

Lirf, Concerning fin in general, That it is deferibed to be 
againft any of the commandments of the Lord, for fin is the tranf- 
greffion of the law, the divine law: The wits or wills of men, 
their inventions or their injunctions, cannot make that to be fin 
which the law of God has not made to be fo. It is faid likewife, 
Lf a foul fins for it is not fin, if it be not fome way or other the 


and it is the foul that is injured by it, Prov. viii. 36. | 

Secondly, Concerning the fins-for which thofe offerings were 
appointed; (1.) They are fuppofed to be overt ads. Yor had 
they been to bring a facrifice for every finful thought or word, 
it had been endlefs ; atonement was made for thofe in the 
grofs, on the day of expiation, once a-year: But thefe are faid 
to. be done againit the commandments. (2.) ‘They are fuppo- 
fed to be fins of commiffion, things which ought not to be done. 
Omiflions are fins, and niatt come into judgment; but what 
had been omitted at one time, might be done at another, and 
fo. ta obey was better than facrifices: But a’ commiffion was paft 
recal. (3.) They are fuppofed to be fins committed through 
ignorance. If they were done prefumptuoufly, and with an a- 
vowed contempt of the law and the Law-maker, the offender 
was to be cut off, and there remained no facrifice for the fin, 
Heb. x. 26, 27. fee Numb. xv. 30. But if the offender were 
either ignorant of the law, ‘as in divers inftances we may fup- 
pofe many were, fo numerous and various were the prohibitions ¢ 
or were /urprifed into the fin at unawares, the circumftances 
being fuch as made it evident tha his refolution againft the fin 
was fincere, but he was overtagen in it, as the expreffion is, 
Gal. vi. 1.5 in this cafe, relief was provided by the remedial 
law of the fin-offering. And the Jews fay, Thofe crimes only 


which the criminal was to have been cut off ifit had been 
done pre/umptuou/ly. ; 
Now the law begins with the cafe of the anointed pric/f, that 
is, the high prieft, fuppofe he fin through ignorance; for the 
law made men priefis which had infirmity. Though his igno- 
rance was, of all others, leaft excufable, yet he is allowed to 
bring his offering. His office did not fo far excufe his offences, 
as that it fhould be forgiven him without a facrifice ; yet it did 
not fo far aggravate it, but that it fhould be forgiven him, when 
he did bring his facrifice. 


people ; fo the cafe is put, ver. 3.; Which. fuppofeth him in 


have no benefit of his clergy at all. 

Now the law concerning the fin-offering for the high prieft, 
is, [1.] That he mutt bring a bullock without blemifb, for his 
fin-offering,, ver. 3. 5 as valuable an offering as that for the 


~ whole congregation, ver. 14.3 whereas for any other ruler, or ~ 
common perfon, a kid of the goats fhould ferve, ver..23; 28. » 
This intimated the greatnefs of the guilt of the fin of a high : 
The eminency:of his ftation, and his relation both to. - 

God and to the people, greatly aggravated his offences: Seq 
[2.] The hand of the offerer muft-be laid up. - 


Rom. 1. 21. 
on the head of the offering, yer.4. with:a folemn penitent con- 
fefion of the fin he had committed, putting it upon the head of 
No remiffion without confef- 
fion, Pfal. xxxi.-5. Prove:xxviti. 13.” It fignified alfo'a con- 
fidence in this inftituted way .of. éxpiating guilt, as a figure of 
fomething better yet to come; which they could not perfedlly. 


difcerm = 
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fouls act: Hence it is called the fix of the foul, Mic. vi. 7.3’ 


‘were to be expiated by facrifice if committed ignoranily, for ° 


If he fin according to the fin of the ~ 


this matter to ftand upon the level with other Ifraelites, and to « 


5 


, 


rs 
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difcern. He that laid his hand on the head of the beaft, there- 
‘by owned’ that he deferved to’ die himfelf; and it was God’s 


great mercy, that he would pleafe to accept the offering of this 


beaft to die for him. The Jewith writers themfelves fay, That 
neither the fin-offering nor the trefpafs-offering made atonement, 
but only for thofe that repent and believe in their atonement. [ 3. ] 
The bullock mutt be killed: And a great deal of folemnity 
~ there muft be in difpofing of the blood ; for it was the d/ood that 
made atonement, and wihout fhedding of blood there was no remi/- 
"ion ; ver. 5,—7. Some of the blood of the high prieft’s fin- 
offering was to be /prinkled feven times before the vail, with an 


eye towards the mercy-feat, though it was wailed ; fome of it - 


was to be put upon the horns of the golden altar, becaufe at 
that altar the prieft himfelf miniftered : And thus was fignifi- 
ed the putting away of that pollution which from his fins did 
cleave to his fervices. It likewife ferves to illuftrate the influ- 
ence which Chrift’s fatisfa@tion hath upon the prevalency of his 
intercefhion ; the blood of his facrifice is put upomthe altar of his 
incenfe, and _/prinkled before the Lord. When this was done, 
the remainder of the blood was poured at the foot of the bra- 
fen altar. By this rite, the finner acknowledged that he defer- 
ved to have his blood thus poured out like water: It likewife 
fignified the pouring out of the foul before God in true repen- 
tance, and typified our Saviour’s pouring out his foul unto death. 
[4.] The fat of the inwards was to be burnt upon the altar 
of burnt-offering, ver, 8,—-to. By this the intention of the 
offerings, and of the atonement made by it, was directed: to 
the glory of God; who having been di/boncured by the fin, 
was thus honoured by the facrifice. It fignified the fharp fuf- 
ferings of our Lord Jefus, when he was made fin, (that is, a 
fin-offering) for us; efpecially the forrows of his foul, and his 
inward agonies. It likewife teacheth us, in conformity to the 
death of Chrift, to crucify the flefh.’ [5.] The head and bo- 
-dy of the beaft, fkin ‘and all, was'to be carried without the 
camp, to a certain place appointed for that purpofe, and there 
burnt to-afbes, ver. 11,12. ‘This was very fignificant, ( 1.) Of 
the duty of repentance, which is the putting away of fin as a 
deteftable thing, which our foul hates. True penitents fay to 
their idols, Ger ye hence, What have we to do any more with 1- 
dols? The fin-offering is called fin: What they did to that, we 
muft do to our fins; the Jody of fin muft be deftroyed, Rom. 
vi. 6. (2) Of the privilege of remiffion. When God par- 
dons fin, he quite abolifheth it, cafts it behind his back: The 
iniquity of Judah fhall be fought for, and not found. The A- 
poftle takes particular notice of this ceremony, and applies it 
to Chrift, (Heb. xiii. 11—13.) who /ufered without the gate, in 
the place of a feull, where the afbes of dead men, as thofe of the 
‘ altar, were poured out. 

- 13 4 And if the whole congregation of If- 
rael fin’ through ignorance, and the thing be 
hid from the eyes of the aflembly, and they 
have done fomewhat againft any of the com- 
mandments of the Lorn, concerning things 
which fhould not be done, and are guilty: 
14 When the fin which they have finned a- 
gainft it, is known, then the congregation 
fhall offer a young bullock for the fin, and 
bring him before the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation. 15 And the elders of the congrega- 
tion fhall lay their hands upon'the head of the 
bullock before the Lorp: and the bullock 
fhall be killed before the Lorp. 16° And the 
prieft that is anointed, fhall bring of the bul- 
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lock’s blood to the tabernacle of the-congrega- 
tion. 17 And the prieft fhall dip his finger in 
fome of the bloed, and fprinkle zt feven times 
before the Lorp, even before the vail. 18 
And he {hall put fome of the blood upon the 
horns of the altar, which zs before the Lor», 
that is in the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and fhall pour out all the blood at the bottom 
of the altar of the burnt-oflering, which zs at 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 
1g And he fhall take all his fat from him, and 
burn z¢ upon the altar. 20 And he fhall do 
with the bullock as he did with the bullock 
for a fin-offering, fo fhall he do with this: and 
the prieft fhall make an atonement for them, 
and it fhall be forgiven them. 21 And he 
fhall carry forth the bullock without the camp,’ 
and burn him as he burned the firft bullock: it 
is a fin-offering for the congregation. 


This is the law for expiating the guilt of a national fin, by 
a fin-offering. If the leaders of the people, through miftake 
concerning the law, caufed them to err, when the miftake was 
difcovered an offering muft be brought, that wrath might not . 
cothe upon the whole congregation. Obferve, [1.] It is pol 
fible that the church may err, and that her guides may miflead 
her. It is here fuppofed, that the whole congregation may fin, 
and fin through ignorance. God will always have a church on 
earth ; but he never faid it fhould be infallibe, or perfectly pure 
from corruption on this. fide heaven. ‘[2.] When a facrifice - 
was to be offered for the whole congregation, the elders were 
to lay their hands upon the head of it, three of them at leaft, 
as reprefentatives of the people, and agents for them. The 
fin we fuppofe to have been fome common cuffom taken up, and 
ufed by the generality of the people, upon prefumption of its 
being lawful, which afterwards, upon fearch, appeared to be 
otherwife: In this cafe, the commonnefs of the ufage, recei- 
ved perhaps by tradition from their-fathers, and the vulgar opi- 
nion of its being lawful, would not fo far excufe them from 
fin, but that they muft bring a facrifice to make atonement for 
it. There are many ill cuftoms, and forms of fpeech, which ’ 
are thought to have no harm in them, and yet may bring guilt 
and wrath upon a land; which therefore it concerns the elders 
both to reform and to intercede with God for the pardon of, 
Joel ii. 16. [3.4 The blood of this fin-offering, as of the 
former, was to be /prinkled feven times before the Lord, ver. 
17. It was not to be poured out there, but /prinkled only ; 
for the cleanfing virtue of the blood of Chrift, was then, and 
is {till, fufficiently fignified and reprefented by /prinkling, Ifa. 
li, 15. It was to be fprinkled feven times: Seven is a num- 
ber of perfection; becaufe when God had made the world in 
fix days, he refted the feventh: So this fignified the perfect 
fatisfaction Chrift made, and the complete cleanjing of the fouls 
of the faithful by it; fee Heb. x. 14.. The blood was like- 
wife to be put upon the horns of the incenfe-altar: to which 
there feems to be an allufion, Jer. xvii. 1. where the fin of 
Judah is faid to be graven upon the horns of their altars. They 
not forfaking their fins, the putting of the blood of their fin- 
offerings upon the horns of their altars, inftead of taking away 
their guilt, did but bind it on the fafter, perpetuated the re-’ ” 
membrance of it, and remained a witnefs againft them. It is 
likewife alluded to, Rev. ix..13. where a voice is heard from 
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the four horns of the golden altar ; i. e, an anfwer of peace is 
given to the prayers of the faints, which are acceptable and pre- 
valent, only by virtue of the blood-of the fin-offering put upon 


the horns of that altar; compare Rev. viii. 3, 4... When the. 


offering is completed, it is faid atonement is made and the fin 
fhall be forgiven, ver. 20. The promife of remiflion is found- 
ed upon the atonement. It is fpoken here of the /orgivene/s 
_ of the fin of the whole congregation, i. e. the turning away of 
thofe national judgments which the fin deferved. Note, The 
faving of churches and kingdoms from ruin, is owing to the 
fatisfa@tion and mediation of Chrift. 


22 4 When aruler hath finned, and done 
somewhat through ignorance again/t any of the 
commandments of the Lorp his God, concern- 
ing things which fhould not be done, and is 
‘guilty; 23 Orif his fin, wherein he hath fin- 
ned, come to his knowledge: he fhall bring his 
offering, a kid of the goats, a male without ble- 
mifh. 24 And he fhall lay his hand upon the 
head of the goat, and kill it in the place where 
they kill the burnt-offering before the Lorn: 
it zs a fin-offering.. 25 And the prieft fhall take 
of the blood of the fin-offering, with his finger, 
and put zt upon the horns of the altar of burnt- 
offering, and fhall pour out his blood at the bot- 
tom of the altar of burnt-offering. 26 And he 
fhall burn all his fat upon the altar, as the fat 
of the facrifice of peace-offerings: and the prieft 
fhall make an atonement for him as concerning 
his fin, and it fhall be forgiven him. 


Obferve here, [1.] That God takes notice of, and is dif- 
pleafed with, the fins of rulers. They who have power to call 
others to account, are themfélyes accountable to the Ruler of 
rwers; for as high as they are, there isa higher than they. 
This is intimated, in that here only the commandment tranf- 
greffed is faid to be the commandment of the Lord his God, ver. 

22. He isa prince to others, but let him know the Lord is 
a God tohim. [2.] The fin of the ruler, which he com- 
mitted through ignorance, is fuppofed afterwards to come to his 
knowledge, ver. 23 3 which mult be either by the check of his 


own confcience, or by the reproof of his friends; both which | 


we fhould all, even the beft and greateft, not only /ubmit to, 
but be thankful for. What we have_done.amifs, we fhould be 
very defirous to come to the knowledge of: That which I fee 
not, teach thou me; and, Sheav me wherein I have erred ; are 
prayers we fhould put up to God every day ; that though through 
ignorance we fall into fin, we may not through ignorance lie {till 
init. [3.] The fin-offering for a ruler was to be a kid of the 
goats: Nota bullock, as for the prieft, and the whole congre- 
gation: Nor was the blood of his fin-offering to be brought 
into the tabernacle, as of the other two ; but it was all be- 
ftowed upon the brafen altar, ver. 25.; nor was the ficth of 
it to be burnt, as that of the other two, without the camp; 
which intimated, that the fin of a ruler, though worfe than that 
of a common perfon, yet was not fo heinous, nor of fuch per- 
nicious confequence, as the fin of the sigh prieff, or of the 
whole congregation. A kid of the goats was fufficient to be 
offered for a ruler, but a bullock for a tribe; as if the ruler, 
though major fingulis, were minor univerfis. It is, bad when 
great men give ill examples, but worfe ;vhen al/ men follow them. 
{4.] It is promifed, that the atonement fhall be accepted, and 
Wor. I. 
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the fin forgiven, ver. 26. to wit, if he repent and reform ; for 
otherwife God {ware concerning Eli, a judge in Ifrael, that 


| the iniquity of his boufe fhould not be purged with facrifice nor 


offering for ever, 1 Sam. ili. 14. 


274 And if any one of the common people 
fin through ignorance, while he doth /omewhat 
againft any of the commandments of the Lorp, 
concerning things which ought not to be done, 
and be guilty; 28 Or if his fin which he hath 
finned, come to his knowledge: then_he {hall 
bring his offering, a kid of the goats, a female 
without blemifh, for his fin which he hath fin 
ned. 29 And. he fhall lay his hand upon the 
head of the fin-offering, and flay the fin-offer- 
ing in the place of the burnt-oifering.’ 30 And 
the prieft fhall take of the blood thereof with 
his finger, and put z¢ upon the horns of the al- - 
tar of burnt-offering, and fhall pour out all the 
blood thereof at the bottom of the altar. 31 
And he-fhall take away all the fat thereof, as 
the fat is taken away from off the facrifice of 
peace-offerings; and the priefts fhall burn it: 
upon the altar, for a {weet favour unto the Lorp: 
and the prieft (hall make an atonement for him, 
and it fhall be forgiven him. 32 And if he 
bring a lamb. for a fin-offering, he fhall bring 
it a female without blemifh. 33 And he fhall 
lay his hand upon the head of the fin-offering, 
and flay it. for a fin-offering, in the place where 
they kill the burnt-offering. 34 And the prieft 
fhall take of the blood of the fin-offering with 
his finger, and put i¢ upon the horns of the al- 
tar of burnt-offering, and fhall pour out all the 
blood thereof at the bottom of the altar. 35 
And he fhall take away all the fat thereof, as 
the fat of the lamb is taken away from the fa- 
crifice of the peace-offerings: and the prieft 
fhall burn them upon the altar, according to 
the offerings made by fire unto the Lorp: and 
the prieft {hall make an atonement for his fin 
that he hath committed, and it fhall be for- 
given him. 

Here is the law of the fin-offering for a common perfon ; 
which differs from that for a ruler only in this, ‘That a private. 
perfon might bring either a kid or a lamb, a ruler only a kid ; 
and that for a ruler muft be a male, the other a female: In 
all the circumftances of the management of the offering, they 


agreed. 
Obferve, [1.] The cafe fuppofed is, Jf any one of the com- 


“mon people fin through ignorance, ver. 27. ‘Che prophet fuppo- 


feth, that they were not fo likely as the great mem to know the 
way of the Lord, and the judgment of their God, Jet. v. 4.5 and 
yet if they in through ignorance, they mutt bring a fin-offering: 
Note, Even fins of ignorance need tobe atoned for by ‘facri« 
fice. To be able to plead, when we are charged with fin, that 
we did it ignorantly, and through the furprife of temptation, 
will not bring us off, if we be not interefted in that grear plea, 


3 A Chrift 
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Chrift hath died, and intitled to the benefit of that. We-have 
all need to pray with David, (and he was a ruler) to be clean- 
fed from feeret faults ; the errors which we ourfelves do nat 
underfand, or are not aware of, Pfal. xix. 13. [[2..} That 
the fins of igndrance committed by a fingle perfon, a common 
obfeure perfon, did require a facrifice ; for as the greateft are 
not above the cenfure, fo the meaneft are not: below the cog- 
nifance, of the divine juftice. None of the common people, if 
offenders, were overlooked in a crowd. [3.] That a fin-offer- 
ing was not admitted only, but accepted even from one of the 
common people, and an atonement made by it, ver. 31, 35. Here 
rich and poor, prince and peafant, meet together; they are both 
alike welcome to Chrift, and to an intere{t in his facrifice upon 
the fame terms: See Job xxxiv. 19. 

From all thefe laws concerning the fin-offerings, we may 
learn, 1. To Aate fin, and to watch againft it. That is cer- 
tainly a very ill thing, to make atonement for which fo many 
innocent and ufeful creatures muft be flain and mangled thus. 
2. To value Chrift, the great and true Sin-offering, whofe blood 

. cleanfeth from all fin, which it was not pofhible the d/ood of bulls 
and goats foould take away. Now if any man fin, Chrift is the 
propitiation, 1 John ii. 1, 2. not for Jews only, but for Gen- 
tiles: And perhaps there was fome allufion to this law, con- 
cerning facrifices for fins of ignorance, in that prayer of Chrift’s, 
jaft when he was offering up himfelfia facrifice ; Father, for- 
give them, for they know not what they do. 


: CF Stee Paid Va 

This chapter, and part of the next, concern the trefpafs-offer- 

- ing. The difference between this and the fin-offering lay 
not fo much in the facrifices themfelves, and the manage- 
ment of them, as in the occafons of the offering them. 
They were beth intended to make atcnement for fin, but 
the former was more general, this applied to fome particu- 
lar inftances. Obferve what is here faid, 1. Concerning 
the trefpafs. Jfa man fin, (1.) In concealing bis know- 
ledge when he is adjured, ver. 1. (2.) In touching an un- 
clean thing, ver. 2, 3. (3-) ln fwearing, ver. 4. (4.) In 
embex&ling the holy things, ver. 14,—16. (5.) Jn any 
Jin of infirmity, ver.17,—19. Some other cafes there are, 
in which thefe offerings were to be offered, chap. vis 2, 3, 
4. XIV. 21.—xix. 21. Numb. vi. 12. HL. Concerning the 
trefpals-offerings. (1.) Of the flock, ver. 5,6.  (2.) OF 
Jowds, ver. 7,—10. (3.) Of flour, ver. 11,—13. But 
chiefly a ram without blemi/h, ver. 15, 16, 18, 19. 


mM ND if a foul fin, and hear the voice of | ; 
| performance of his oath afterwards prove either unlawful or im- 
| practicable, by which he is difcharged from the obligation; yet 
| he mutt bring an offering to atone for his folly, in {wearing fo 
| rafhly, as David that he would kill Nabal. “And then it was 
| that he mutt fay before the angel, that it was an error, (Eccl. 


4% {wearing, and 7s a witnefs, whether he 
hath feen and known of it; if he do not utter 
zt, then he fhall bear his iniquity. 2 Or if a foul 
touch any unclean thing, whether it de a car- 
cafe of an unclean beatt, or a carcafe of unclean 
cattle, or the carcafe of unclean creeping things, 
and fit be hidden from him; he alfo fhall be 
unclean, and guilty. 3 Or if he touch the un- 
cleannefs of man, whatioever uncleannefs it be, 
that a man {all be defiled withal, and it be hid 
from him; when he knoweth of it, then he fhall 
be guilty. 4Or ifa foul fwear, pronouncing 
swith Ais lips to do evil, or to do good, whatfo- 
ever it be that a man fhall pronounce with an 
oath, and it be hid from him; when: he know- 
eth of zt, then he {hallibe guilty in one of thefe, 
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Chap. V. 


5 And it fhall be, when he fhall be guilty in 

one of thefe zhings, that he fhall confefs that he 

hath finned im that ¢hing. 6 And he fhall bring 
his trefpafs-offering unto the Lorn for his fin 

which he hath finned, a female from the flock, 

a lamb ora kid of the goats, for a fin-offering : 
_and the prieft fhall make an atonement for him 
concerning his fin. 


The offences here fuppofed, are, [1.] A man’s concealing 
the truth, when he was {worn as a witnefs'to {peak the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. Judges among the 
Jews had power to adjure, not only the witneffes, as with as ; 
but the perfon fufpected, (contrary to a rule of our law, that no | 
man is bound to aceufe himfelf) as appears by the high prieft’s 
adjuring our Saviour, who thereupon anfwered, though before 
he ftood filent, Mat. xxvi. 63. Now, ver. 1. [fa foul fin, 
(i. e. a perfon, for the foul is the man,) if he hear the voice of 
/wearing, i.e. if he be adjured to teftify what he knows, by an 
| oath of the Lord upon him, 1 Kings wii. 31.: Hf, in fucha 


| cafe, for fear of offending one that either has been his friend, 


| or may be his enemy, he refufeth to give evidence, or gives it 
_ but in part, 4e /hall bear his iniquity : And that is a heavy bur- 
den, which, if fome courfe be not taken to get it removed, 
will fink a man to the ‘loweft hell. He that heareth curfing, 
| i. e. that is thus adjured, and deqwrayeth it not, i. e. {tifles his 
evidence, and doth not uiéer it, he is a partner with the finner, | 
and hateth his own foul: See Prov. xxix. 24. Let all that 
are called at any time to bear teftimony, think of this law, and 


| be free and open m their evidence, and take heed of prevari- 


| eating. An oath of the Lord is a facred thing, and not to be 


| dallied with. [2.} A man’s touching any thing that was ce- 


remonially unclean, ver. 2, 3. If a man, polluted by fuch 
touch, came into the fanctuary inconfiderately, or if he negle&t . 


|} ed to wath himfelf according to the law, then he was to look 
| upon himfelf as under guilt, and mutt bring his offering. Though 
| his touching the unclean thing contra¢ted only a ceremonial 
| defilement, yet his negle& to wath himfelf according to the law, 


was fuch an inftance either of careleffnefs or contempt, as con- 


| tracted a moral guilt. If at firft it be hid from him, yet when 


he knots it, he /ball be guilty. Note, As foon as ever God 


| by his Spirit convinceth our confciences of any fin or duty, we 
| mutt prefently fet in with the conviétion, and profecute it, as 


thofe that are not afhamed to own our former miftake. [3.] 
Rath fwearing, that a man will do or not do fucha thing. Ifthe 


v. 6.) ver. 4. He fhall be guilty in one of thefe: Guilty if he 


| do not perform his oath; and yet, if the matter of it were e- 
| vil, guilty if he do. Such wretched dilemmas as thefe do fome 
| men bring themfelves into, by their own rafhnefs and folly : 


Go which way they will, their confciences are wounded, fin 


| ftares them in the face; fo fadly are they frared in the worde 


of their mouth. A more fad dilemma this is than that of the 
lepers: If we fit ftill, we die; if we ftir, we die. Wifdom 
and watchfulnefs beforehand would prevent thefe ftraits. 

Now in thefe cafes, (1.) The offender muft confefs his fin, 
and bring his offering, ver. 5, 6. and the offéring was not ac- 
cepted, unlefs it was accompanied with a penitential. confeffions. 
and a humble prayet for pardon. Obferve, The confeflion muft 
be particular, That he hath fianed in that thing : Such was Dae 
vid’s. confefhon, Pfal. li. 4¢ Lhave done this evils and A- 

: chan’s, 


Ghap. V._ 


chan’s, Jofh. vii. 20. Thus and thus have I done. Deceit lies 
in generals. Many will own, in general, they have. finned ; for 
that all muft own, in that it is not any particular reproach to 
them: But that they have finned in this thing, they ftand too 
much upon their honour to acknowledge. But the way to be 
well affured of pardon, and to.be well armed againtt fin for the 
future, is to be particular in our penitent confeflions. (2.) The 
prieft mult make an atonement for him. As the atonement was 
not accepted without his repentance, fo his repentance would 
not juftify him without the atonement. 
liation to God, Chrift’s part and ours are both needful. 


7 And if he be not able to bring a lamb, 
then he fhall bring for his trefpafs which he 
hath committed, two turtle-doves, or two young 
pigeons, unto the Lor», one for a fin-offering, 
and the other for a burnt-offering. § And he 
fhall bring them unto the prieft, who fhall of- 
fer that which is for the fin-offering firft, and 
wring off his head from his neck, but fhall not 
divide z¢ afunder. g And he fhall fprinkle of 
the blood of the fin-offering upon the fide of 
the altar; and the reft of the blood fhall be 
wrung out at the bottom of the altar: it ira 
fin-offering. “10 And he fhall offer the fecond 
- for a burnt-offering, according to the manner: 
and the prieft fhall make an atonement for him, 
for his fin which he hath finned; and it fhall 
be forgiven him. 11 YF But if he be not-able 
to bring two turtle-doves, or two young pi- 
geons; then he that finned, ‘fhall bring for his 
offering the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour 
for a fin-offering: he fhall put no oil upon it, 
neither fhall he put any frankincenfe thereon : 
for it zs a fin-offermg. 12 Then fhall he bring 
it to the prieft, and the prieft fhall take his 
handful of it, even a memorial thereof, and burn 
it on the altar, according to the offerings made 
by fire unto the Lorn: it 7s a fin-offering, 13 
And the prieft fhall make an atonement for 
him, as touching his fin that he hath finned in 
one of thefe, and it fhall be forgiven him: and 
the remnant {hall be the priefts, as a meat-of- 
fering. é 
_ Provifion is here made for the poor of God's people, and 
the pacifying of their confciences under the fenfe of guilt. 
Thofe that were not able to bring a lamb, might bring for a 
JSi-offering a pair of turtle-doves, or tevo young pigeons ; nay, if 
any were fo extremely poor, that they were not able to pro- 
cure thofe fo often as they would have occafion, they might 
bring a pottle of fine flour, and that fhould be accepted. Thus 
the expence of the fin-offering was brought Jower than that 
of anyother offering ; to teach us, that no man‘s poverty shall 
ever be a bar in the way of his pardon. The pooreft of all 
may have atonement made for them, if it be not their own 
fault. Thus the poor are evangelized 3 and no man thal] fay, 
that he had not wherewithal to bear the charges of a journey 
to heaven. 
Now, Firf, Ifthe finner brought /wo doves, one was to be 
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Thus in our reconci- | 


| of the latter, in the beginning of the next chapter. 


$7! 


offered for a /in-offering, and the other for a Jurnt-offering, ver. 
4.  Obferve, (1.3 Before he offered the burnt-offering ; which 
was for the honour and praife of God, he mutt offer the fin- 
offering to make atonement. We mutt firft {ce to it, that our 
peace be made with God, and then we may expect that our 
fervice for his glory will be accepted. The fin-offering mutt 
make way for the burnt-offering. (2.) After the fin-offering, 
which made atonement, came the burnt-offering, as an acknow~ 
ledgment of the great mercy of God in appointing and accept- 
ing the atonement. , 

Secondly, If he brought jine-flour, a handful of it was to be 
offered: But without either oi/ or frankincenfe, vere 11.3; not 
only becaufe that would make it too coftly for the poor, for 
whofe comfort this facrifice was appointed 3 but becaufe it was 
a fin-offering ; and therefore to fhow the loathfomenefs of the 
fin for which it was offered, it muft not be made grateful ei- 
ther to the tafte by oil, or to the {mell by frankincenfe. The 
unfavourinefs of the offering was to intimate, that the finner 
muft never relifh his fin again as he had done. God by thefe facri- 
fices did fpeak, (1.) Comfort to thofe that had offended, that 


| they might not defpair, or pine away in their iniquity ; but 


peace being thus made for them with God, they might have 
peace in him. (2.) Caution likewife not to offend any more, 
remembering what an expenfive troubleforce thing it was to 
make atonement. 


14 FY And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, fay- 
ing, 15 If a foul commit a trefpafs, and fin 


_through ignorance, in the holy things of the 


Lorp; then he fhall bring for his trefpafs un- 
to the Lorp, a ram without blemifh out of the 
flocks, with thy eftimation by fhekels of filver, 
after the fhekel of the fanctuary, for a trefpafs- 
offering. 16 And he fhall make amends for 
the harm that he hath done in the holy thing, 
and fhall add the fifth part thereto, and give 
it unto the prieft: and the prieft fhall make an 
atonement for him with the ram of the tref- 
pats-offering,. and it fhall be forgiven him. 
17 4 And if a foul fin, and commit any of thefe 
things which are forbidden to be done by the 
commandments of the Lorn; though he witt 
it not, yet is he guilty, and {hall bear his ini~ 
quity. 18 And he fhall bring a ram without 
blemifh out of the flock, with thy eftimation, 
for a tref{pafs-offering, unto the prieft: and the . 
prieft fhall make an atonement for him con- 
cerning his ignorance wherein he erred and 
wift 7¢ not ; and-it {hall be forgiven him. ‘19 
It is a trefpafs-offering : he hath certainly tre{- 
paffed againft the Lorn. 

Hitherto, in this chapter, orders were given concerning thofe 


facrifices that were both fin-offerings and ¢tre/pafs-offerings, for 
they go by both names, ver. 6. Here we have the law con- 


| cerning thofe that were properly and peculiarly tre/pa/s-offer- 


ings, which were offered to atone for trefpaffes done againlt a 
neighbour ; thofe fins we commonly call trefpafées. Now in- 
juries done to another may be either in holy things, or in com- 
mon things. Of the former, we have the law in thefe verfes ; 
If a* man 


gA 2 did 


» 
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did harm (as it is ver. 16.) in the holy things of the Lord, he 


thereby committed a rre/pa/s again{t the priefts, the Lord’s mi- _ 


nifters, who were entrufted with the care of thefe holy things, 
and had the benefit of them. Now if a’ man did alienate or 
convert to his own ufe any thing that was dedicated to God, 
unwittingly, he was to bring this facrifice: As fuppofe, he had 
ignorantly made ufe of the tithes, or firft-fruits, or firft-born of 
his cattle, of (which it fhould feem by Lev. xxi. 14, 15, 16. 
is principally meant here) had eaten any of thofe parts of the 
facrifices which were appropriated to the priefts; this was a 
trefpafs. It is fuppofed to be done through miftake, or for- 
getfulnefs, for want either of care or zeal; for if it were done 
prefumptuoufly, and in contempt of the law, the offender died 
without mercy, Heb. x. 28.; but in cafe of negligence and igno- 
rance, this facrifice was appointed ; and Mofes is told, 


Firft, What muft be done, in cafe the trefpafs appeared to 
_ be certain. 


The trefpaffer muft, (1) Bring an offering to the 
Lord ; which, in all thofe that were purely trefpafs-offerings, 
muft be a ram without blemifb, of the fecond year, fay the 
Jewith dogtors. (2.) He mnuft likewife make reftitution to 
the prieft, according to a juft eftimation of the thing which he 
chad fo alienated ; adding a fifth part to it, that he might learn 
to take more head next time of embezzling what was facred 
to God; finding to his coft, that there was nothing got by it, 
and that he paid dear for his overfights, 

, Secondly, What muft be done, in cafe it were doubtful whe- 
ther he had trefpafled or no: He had caufe to fufpect it, but 
he wif? it not, ver. 17. i. e. he was not very certain: In this 
cafe, becaufe it is good to be fure, he muft bring his trefpafs- 
offering, and the value of that which he feared he had embez- 
zled ; only he was not to add the fifth part to it. Now this 
was defigned to fhew the very great evil there is in /acrilege. 
Achan, that was guilty of it prefumptuoufly, died for it; fo 
did Ananias and Sapphira. But. this goes further, to fhew 
the evil of it, that if a man had but through ignorance, and un- 
Wittingly, alienated the holy things; nay, if he did but fufpect 
that he had done fo; he mutt be at the expence not only of a 
full reftitution with intereft, but of an offering, at. the trouble 
of bringing it, and muft take fhame to himfelf by making con- 


feffion of it: So ill a thing it is to invade God’s property, and. 


fo cautious fhould we be to abftain from all appearance of this 
evil. We are alfo taught here to be jealous over ourfelves 


with a godly jealoufy, to afl pardon for the fin, and make fa- 


tisfaétion for the wrong we do but fufpeét ourfelves guilty of. 
In doubtful cafes, we fhould take and keep the fafer fide. _ 
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The feven firft verfes of this chapter would fily have been 
added to the foregoing chapter, being a continuation of the 
law of ihe tre/pa/s-offering, and the. putting of other cafes 


in which it was to be offered; and, with this end, the in- 


frucions God gave concerning the feveral kinds of facri- 
Jices that fhould be offered: And then at ver. 8. (which 
in the original begins a new fettion of the law) he comes 
to appoint the feveral rites and ceremonies concerning thefe 
Sacrifices, which had not been mentioned before, 1. The 
burnt-offering, ver. 8,—13. II. The meat-offering, ver. 
14,—18.; particularly that at the confecration of the 
privfl, ver. 19,—23. IIL. The fn-offermg, ver. 24,— 

30. : 
-* ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
2 Ifa foul fin, and commit ‘a trefpafs a- 


. gainft the Lorn, and lie unto his neighbour 


in that which was delivered him to keep, or 


in fellowfhip, or in a thing taken away by vio- 


lence, or hath deceived his neighbour; 3 Or 
have found that which was loft, and lieth con-. 


cerning it, and {weareth falfely ; in any of all 
thefe that a man doth, finning therein: 4 Then 
it fhall be, becaufe he hath finned-and ‘is guil- 
ty, that he fhall reftore that which he took vio- 
lently away, or the thing which he hath de- 
ceitfully gotten, or that which was. delivered 
him to keep, or the loft thing which he found, 
5 Or all that about which he hath fworn falfe- 
ly ; he fhall even reftore it in the principal, and 
fhall add the fifth part more thereto, and give 
it unto him to whom it appertaineth, in the day 
of his trefpafs-otfering. 6 And he fhall bring 
his trefpafs-offering unto the Lorp, a ram with- 
out blemifh out of the flock, with thy eftima- 
tion, for a trefpafs-offering, unto the prieft. 7 
And the prieft fhall make an atonement for him 
before the Lorp: and it fhall be forgiven him, 
for any thing of all that he hath done, in_tref- 
pafling therein. ; 
_ This is the latter part of the law of the ‘trefpafs-offering : 
The former part, which concerned trefpafles about holy things, 
we had in the clofe of the foregoing chapter; this concerns 
trefpafles in common things. Obferve here, : 
Firft, The trefpafs {uppofed, ver. 2, 3. Though all the 
inftances relate to our neighbour, yet it is called a tre/pa/s -a- 
gainft the Lord, becaufe though the injury be done immediate- 
ly to our neighbour, yet an affront is thereby given to his Ma-. 
ker, and our Mafter. He that /peaks evil of his brother is {aid 
to [peak evil of the law, and confequently. of the Law-maker, 
James iv. 11.. Though the perfon injured be ever fo mean 
and defpicable, and every way our inferior, yet the injury re- 
flects upon that God who has made the command of loving 
our neighbour fecond to that of loving himfelf. The trefpaf- 
fes inftanced in are, [1.] Denying a truft: Lf a man lie unto 
his neighbour in that which was delivered him to keep, or, which 
is worfe, which was lent him for his ufe. If we claim that as 
our own, which is only borrowed, left in our cuftedy, or com- 
mitted to our care; this is a trefpafs again/t the Lord, who for 
the benefit of human fociety, will have property and truth 
maintained. [2.] Defrauding a partner: Jfa man le in fel- 
low/bip, claiming a fole intere{t in that wherein he has but a 
joint intereft. [3.] Difowning a manifeft wrong: Jf a man: 
hath the front to He in a thing taken away by violence, which 
ordinarily cannot be hid. {[_4.] Deceiving in commerce ; or, 
as fome think, by falfe accufation: If a man hath deceitfully 
opprefed his neighbour, as fome read it, either with-holding 
what is due, or extorting what ts not. 
is found, and denying it, ver. 3. Ifa man has found that 
which was lof he mutt not call it his own prefently, but en- 


| deavour to find out the owner, ta whom it muft be returned ; 


this is doing as we would be done by: But he that ies con- 
cerning il, that faith he knows nothing of it, when he doth, e- 


{pecially if he back that-lie with a falfe oath, he tre/paffeth a- 


gainft the Lord, who to every thing that is faid is a witnefs, 
but to an oath he is the party appealed to, and highly affront- 


ed when he is called to witne/s to a he. ‘ 
Secondly, The trefpafs-offering appointed. [1.] Jn the day: 
7 of 


Chap. VIL. 


[5.] Detaining what~ 


1 


P 


Chap. V1. 2 


i of his tre/pa/s-offering, he muft make fatisfaGtion to his brother. 


This mutt be.done, if thy brother hath ought againjt thee, ver. 
4,5. Becaufe he hath finned, and is guilty, i. e. is convicted 
of his guilt by his own confcience, and is touched with re- 
morfe for it; feeing himfelf guilty before God, let him faithfully 
teftore all that he has got by fraud or oppreflion ; with a fifth 
part added, to make amends to the owner, for the lofs and 
trouble he had fuftained in the mean time; let him account 
for debt and damages. Note, Where wrong has been done, 
reftitution muft be made: And till it is made to the utmoft of 
our power, or an equivalent accepted by the. perfon wronged, 
we cannot have the comfort of the forgivenefs of the fin; for 
the keeping of what is unjuftly got avows the taking ; and both 
together are but one continued act of unrighteoufne/s. To re- 
pent,is to undo what we have done amifs, which (whatever we 
pretend) we cannot be faid todo, till we reftore what -has been 
got by it, as (Zaccheus, Luke xix. 8.) and make fatisfaction for 
the wrong done. [2.] He mutt then come and offer his gift ; 
mult bring his trefpals-offering to the Lord, whom he had of- 
fended, and the prieft muft make an atonement for him, ver. 6, 7. 
This trefpafs-offering could not of itfelf make fatisfaction for 
fin, or reconciliation between God and the finner, but as it 
fignified the atonement that was to_be made by our Lord Je- 
fus, when he fhould make his foul an offering for fin, a tre/pa/s- 
offering, it is the fame word that is here wed, Ha. liii. ro. 
‘The trefpaffes here mentioned are tre/paffes {till againft the 
Jaw of Chrift; which infifts as much upon juftice and truth as 
ever the law of nature or the law of Mofes did: And though 
now we may have them pardoned without a trefpafs-offering, 
yet not without true repentance, reftitution,: reformation, and 
ahumble faith in the righteoufnefs of Chrift: And if any 
make the more bold with thefe fins, becaufe they are not 
now put to the expence of a trefpafs-offering for them, they 
turn the grace of God into wantonnefs, and fo bring upon them- 


felves a [wift deftrudion. The Lord is the avenger of all fuch,” 
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-8@ And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, fay- 
ing, 9 Command Aaron and his fons, faying, 
This 7s the law of the -burnt-offering: (Its 
‘the burnt-offering, becaufe of the burning up- 


on the altar all night unto the morning, and 


the fire of the altar {hall be burning in it), 10 
And the prieft ihall put on his linen garment, 
and his linen breeches fhall be put upon his 
flefh, and take up the afhes which the fire hath 
confumed with the burnt-offering on the. altar, 
and he fhall put them befides the altar. 11 
And he fhall put off his garments, and put on 


other garments, and carry forth the afhes with- 


out the camp, unto aclean place. 12 And the 
fire upon the altar fhall be burning in it, it 
fhall not be put out; and the prieft fhall burn 
wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt- 
offering in order upon it, and he fhall burn 
_thereon the fat of the peace-offerings. 13 The 
fire fhall ever be burning upon the altar: it 
fhall never go out. 
Hitherto are the inftructions given to Mofes concerning the 


facrifices he was to give to the people; but here begin the in- 
ftructions he was to give to the prielts:; He mult command Aa- 
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ron and his fons, ver. 9. ‘The priefts were rulers in the houfe 
of God, but thefe rulers mutt be ru/ed; and they-that had the 
command of others, mult themfelves be commanded. Let 
minifters remember, that not only commuffions, but commands 
were given to Aaron and his fons, who mutt be in fubjection to 
then. 

In thefe verfes we have the law of the burnt-offering, as far 
as it was the peculiar care of the priefts. [he daily facrifice 
of a lamb, which was. offered morning and evening for the 
whole congregation, is here chiefly referred to. 

Firft, The prieft muft take care of the a/hes of the burnt= 
offering, that they be decently difpofed of, ver. 10, 11. He 
mutt clear the altar of them every morning, and put them on 
the eaft fide of the altar, which was furtheft from the fan&tua- 
ry. This he muft do in his linen garmeat, which he always 
wore when he did any fervice;at the altar : And then he muft 
fhift himfelf, and put on other garments; either fuch as were his 
common. wear, or (a8 fome think) other prieftly garments lefs 
honourable; and mult carry the a/bes to aclean place without 
the camp. Now, (1.) God would have this done for the ho- 
nour ‘of his altar, and the facrifices that were burnt upon it; e- 
ven the afbes of the facrifices muft be preférved, to teftify the 
regard God had to it. By the durnt-offering he was hondured, 
and therefore thus it was honoured. And fome think this care 
that was taken of the athes of the facrifice, typified the burial 
of our Saviour; his dead body (the afhes of the facrifice) was 
carefully laid up in a garden, in a new fepulchre, which was a 
clean place. It was alfo requifite that the altar fhould be kept 
as clean as might be; the fire upon it would burn the better; 
and it is decent in a houfe to have a clean fire/ide. (2.) God 
would have the priefts themfelves to do it; to teach them and 
us to {toop to the meaneft fervices for the honour of God and 
of his altar. The prieft himfelf muft not only kindle the fire, 
but clean the hearth, and carry put the afhes. God’s fervants 
muft think nothing below them but fin. 

Secondly, The prieft mutt take care of the fire upon the altar, 
that that fhould be kept always burning. ‘This is much infitt- 
ed on here, ver. g, 12. and this exprefs law given, ver. 13. 
The fire foall ever be burning upon the altar, it foall never go 
out. - We may fuppofe no day paffed without fome extraordi- 
nary facrifices, which were always offered between the morn- 
ing and the evening lamb; fo that from morning to night the 
fire on the altar was kept up of courfe; but to preferve it all 
night unto the morning, ver. 9. required fome care. Thofe 
that keep good houfes, never let their kitchen-fire go out; there- 
fore God would thus give an inftance of his good houfe-keep- 
ing. The firft fire upon the altar came from heaven, Lev. ix. 
24.3; fo that by keeping that up continually, with conftant fup- 
ply of fuel, all their facrifices throughout all their generations 


might be faid to be confumed with that. fire from heaven, in» 


token of God’s acceptance. If through careleffnefs they fhould 
ever let it go out, they could not expe to have it fo kindled 
again. Accordingly the Jews tell us, that the fire never did 
go out upon the altar till the captivity in Babylon. This‘is re- 
ferred to Ifa. xxxi. 9.; where God is faid to have his jire in 
Zion, and his furnace in Ferufalem. By this law we are taught 
to keep up in our minds a conftant difpofition to all acts of pie- 
ty and devotion, an habitual affeétion to divine things, fo as to 
be always ready to every good word and work. We mutt 
not only not quench the Spirit, but we mutt fir up the gift that 
isin us. ‘Though we be not always /acrificing, yet we mutt 
keep the fire of holy love alqvays burning ; and thus we mult 
pray always. 


14 4 And this 7s the law of the meat-offer- 


ing: the fons of Aaron fhall offer it before the: 


Lorn: 


a 
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‘Lorn, before the altar. 15 And he fhall take 
of it his handful, of the flour of the meat-of- 
fering, and of the oil thereof, and all the frank- 
incenfe which is upon the meat-offering, and 
fhall burn z¢ upon the altar, for a fweet-favour, 
even the memorial of it unto the Lorp. 16 
And the remainder thereof fhall Aaron and his 
fons eat: with unleavened bread fhall it be 
eaten in the holy place: in the court of the 
tabernacle of the congregation they fhall eat 
it. «7 It fhall not be baken with leaven: I 
have given it unto them for their portion of my 
offerings made by fire: it zs moft holy, as is 
the fin-offering, and as the trefpafs-offering. 
18 All the males among the children of Aaron 
fhall eat of it: it /hall be a ftatute for ever in 
your generations concerning the offerings of 
the Lorp made by fire: every one that touch- 
eth them fhall be holy. 19 § And the Lorp 
fpake unto Mofes, faying, 20 This is the offer- 
ing of Aaron, and of his fons, which they {hall 
offer unto the Lorp, in the day when he is a- 
nointed ; the tenth part of an ephah of fine 
- flour for a meat-offering perpetual, half of it in 
the morning, and half thereof at night. a1 In 
a pan it fhall be made with oil, and when it is 
baken, thou fhalt bring it in: and the baken 
pieces of the meat-offering fhalt thou offer for 
a fweet favour unto the Lorp. -22 And the 
prieft of his fons that is anointed in his ftead, 
jhall offer it: /¢ zs a ftatute for- ever unto the 
Lorp, it fhall be wholly burnt. 23 For every 
meat-offering for the prieft fhall be wholly 
burnt: it fhall not be eaten. 


The mieat-offering was either that which was offered by the 
people, or that by the priefts at their confecration. Now, 

Firft, As tothe common meat-offering, only a handful of it 
was to be burnt upon the altar, ali the reft was allowed to the 


priefts for their food. The law of the burnt-offerings was fuch . 


asiimpofed upon the prieit a great deal of care and work, but 
allowed them little profit; for the flefh was wholly burnt, and 
the prieft had nothing but the fkin: But to make them amends, 
the greate{t part of the meat-offering was their own. The 
burning of a handful of it upon the altar, ver. 15. was ordered 
before, chap. ii. g. Here the remainder of it is configned to 
the priefts, the fervants af God’s houfe: J have given it unto 
them for their portion of my offerings, ver, 17. Note, (1.) It 
is the will of God, that his minifters fhould be well provided 
for with food convenient; and what is given to thenr he accepts 
as offered to himfelf, if it be done with a fingle eye. (2.) All 
Chriltians being fpiritual priefts, do themfelves fhare in the {pi- 
ritual facrifices they offer, It is not God that is the gainer by 
them 3. the bandfud burot upon the altar was not worth fpeak- 
ing of, in comparifon with the priefts thare: We ourfelves are 
the gainers by our religious fervices. Let God have all the 
frankincenfe, and the priefts fhall have the flour and the oil, 
What we give to God the praife and glory of, we may take 
to ourfelves the comfort and benefit of. : 
The laws concerning the eating of it were, [1.] That it 
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mutt be eaten unleavened, ver. 16. What was offered to Cod 
mutt have no leaven in it; and the priefts muft have it as the 
altar had it, and no otherwife. Thus muft we keep the feafts 
of the Lord with the ualeavened bread of fincerity and truth, 
[2.] It moft be eaten in the court of the tabernacle, (here call 
ed the holy place,) in fome room prepared by the fide of the 
court for this purpofe : It was a great crime to carry any of it 
out of the court. The very eating of it was a facred nte, by 
which they were to honour God; and therefore it muft be 
done in a religious manner, and with a holy reverence, which 
was preferved by confining it to*the holy place. [3.] The 
males only mutt eat of it, ver. 18.. Of the leffer holy things, 
as the firlt-fruits.and thes, and the fhoulder and breafts of the 
peace-offerings, the daughters of the priefts might eat, for they 
might be carried out of the court; but this was of the moff ho- 
ly things, which being to be eaten only in the tabernacle, the 
fons of Aaron only might eat of it: [4.] The priefts only 
that were clean might eat of it: Every one that toucheth them 
Joall be holy, ver. 18. Holy things for holy perfons. Some - 
read it, “ Every thing that toucheth it foall be holy.’ All the 
furniture of the table on which thefe holy things were eaten 
mutt be appropriated to that ufe only, and never after ufed as 
common things. 

Secondly, As to the confecration mteat-offering, which was 
offered for the priefts themfelves ; as it was to be wholly burat, 
and none of it eaten, ver. 23. it comes in here as an objection 
from the foregoing law. It fhould feem that this law concern- 
ing the meat-offering of initiation, did only oblige the high- 
prieft to offer it, and on that day only that he was anointed, 
and fo for his fucceffors in the day they were anointed. But 
the Jewifh writers fay, that by this law, every prieft, on the 
day he firft entered upon his miniftry, was bound to offer this 
meat-offering; and that the high-prieft was bound to offer it 
every day in his life, from the day in which he was anointed ; 
and that it was to be offered befides the meat-offering that at- 
tended the morning and evening facrifice, becaufe it is faid there 
to be a meat-offering perpetual, ver. 20. Jofephus faith, the 
high-prieft facrificed twice every day at his own charges, and 
this was his facrifice. Note, Thofe whom God hath advan- 
ced above others in dignity and power, ought to confider, that 
he expeéts more from them than from others, and fhould take 
every the leaft intimation of fervice to be done for him. The 
meat-offering of the prieft was to be baked as if it were to be 
eaten, and yet it mult be wholly burnt. Though the prieft 
that miniftered was to be paid for ferving the people, yet no 
reafon he fhould be paid for ferving the high-prieft, who was 
the father of the family of the priefts, and whom therefore a- 
ny prieft fhould take a pleafure in ferving gratis. Nor was it 
fit that the priefts fhould eat of the offerings of a prieft: For 
as the fins of the people were typically transferred to the 
priefts, which was fignified by their eating of their offerings, 
(Hof. iv. 8.); fo the fins of the priefts muft be typically trans- 
ferred to the altar, which therefore mut eat up all their offer- 
ings. We are all undone, both minifters and people, if we 
mutt dear cur own iniquity: Nor could we have had any com- 
fort or hope, if God had not laid on his deat Son the iniqui- 
ty of us all; and he is both the prief# and the altar. oa 


24 J And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, fay- 
ing, 25 Speak unto Aaron and to his fons, fay-~ 
ing, This is the law of the fin-offering: in the 
place where the burnt-offering is killéd, (all 
the fin-offering be killed before the Lorn: it 
is moft holy. 26 The prie! that offereth it for 
fin, {hall eat it’: in the. holy: place’ thall it be 

: eaten, 


\ 


| 
i 


| 
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__ needs no cleanfing. 


“the gofpel, above what they had.under the law :. For though 
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eaten, in the court of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. 27 Whatfoever fhall touch the 
flefh thereof fhall be holy: and when there is 
{prinkled of the blood thereof upon any gar- 


ment, thow fhalt wafh that whereon it was 


fprinkled, in the holy place. 28 But the earth- 
en veffel wherein it is fodden, fhall be broken: 
and if it be fodden in a brafen pot, it fhall be 
both fcoured, and rinfed in water. 29 All the 
males among the priefts fhall eat thereof: it is 
moft holy. 30 And no fin-offering whereof a- 
ny of the blood is brought into the tabernacle 
of the congregation to reconcile withal in the 
holy piace, fhall be eaten: it fhall be burnt in 
the fire. 


We have here fo much of the daw of the fin-offering, as did | 


peculiarly concern the priefts that offered it. As [1.] That 
it muft be killed in the place where the burnt-offering was killed, 
ver. 25.: That was on the north fide of the altar, chap. 1. 17. 
which fome think typified the crucifying of Chrift on mount 
Calvary, which was on the north fide of Jerufalem. [2.] 
That the prieft who offered it for the finner, was (with his fons, 


or other priefts, ver. 29.) to eat the flefh of it, after the blood 


and fat had been offered to God, in the court of the tabernacle, 
ver. 26. Hereby they were to bear the iniquity of the congre- 
gation, as it is explained, chap. x. 17. [3-] The blood of 
the /in-offering, was with great reverence to be wafhed out of 
the clothes on which it happened to light, ver. 27.; which 
fignified the awful regard we ought to have to the blood of | 
Chrift, not counting it a common thing. That blood muft be 
fprinkled on the confcience, not on the raiment. [4.] The 
veffel in which the flefh of the fin-offering was boiled muft be 
broken, if it were an earthen one; and if a brafen one, well 
wathed, ver. 28. This intimated, that the defilement was not 
wholly taken away by the offering, but did rather cleave to it ; 
fuch was the weaknefs and deficiency of thofe facrifices: But 
the blood of Chrift cleanfeth from all fin, and after it there 
[5.]} That all this muft be underftood of 
the common fin-offerings, not of thofe for the prieft, or the 
x of the congregation, either occafional, or ftated, upon the ~ 


- day of atonement; for it had been before ordained, and it 
_ was now ratified, that if-the blood of the offering was brought 


into the holy place,as it was in thofe extraordinary cafes, the 
flefh was not to be eaten, but burnt without the camp, ver. 
30. Hence the apoftle infers the advantage we have under 


the blood of Chrift was brought into the tabernacle, to reconcile 
awith in the holy place ; yet we have a right by faith to eat of 
the altar, Heb. xiii. 10, 11, 12. and foto take the. comfort. 
of the.great Propitiation. 


E CHAP. VIE 

Here is,1. The law of the trefpafs-offering, ver.1,—14. 
with fome further direfions concerning the burnt-ffer- 
ing and the meat-offering, ver. 8,—10. Il. The law 
of the peace-offering. The eating of ii, ver. 11,—21.3 
on which occafion the prohibition’ of eating of fat or-blood. 
is repeated, ver. 22,—27.:. And the prief’s fhare of it, 
ver. 28.—34. IIL. The conclufion of. thefe. inflitutions . 
ver. 35,—38. 
 Ixswysz this is the law of the trefpafs-of 

1. fering: it ig moft holy, 2 Inthe place 
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_ where they kill the burnt-offering, fhall they 
| kill the trefpafs-offering : and the blood there- 
| of fhall he {prinkle round about upon the altar. 
| 3 And he fhall offer of it, all the fat thereof ; 
| the rump, and the fat that covereth the inwards, 
| 4 And the two kidneys, and the fat that 7s on 
_ them, which 7s by the flanks, and the caul that 
is above the liver, with the kidneys, it fhall he 
| take away. 5 And the prieft {hall burn them 
upon the altar, for an offering made by fire un- 
to the Lorn: it is a trefpafs-offering. 6 Every 
male among the priefts fhall eat thereof: it 
fhall be eaten in the holy place: it zs moft ho- 
| ly. 7 As the fin-offering zs, fo is the trefpafs- 
| offering: there is one law for them: the prieft 
that maketh atonement therewith, fhall have 
it. 8 And the prieft that offereth any man’s 
burnt-offering, even the prieft fhall have to 
himfelf the fkin of the burnt-offering which he 
| hath offered. g And all the meat-offering that 
is baken in the oven, and all that is dreffed in 
the frying-pan, and in the pan, fhall be the 
prieft’s that offereth it. 10 And every meat- 
offering mingled with oil, and dry, fhall all the - 
fons of Aaron have, one as much as another. 


Obferve here, Fiz/2, Concerning the tre/pa/s-offering, that being 
much of the fame nature with the fin-offering, it was to be go- 
verned by the fame rules, ver. 6.:- When the blood and fat 
were offered to God to make atonement, the priefts were to 
eat the flefh, as that of the fin-ofering, in the holy place. The 
Jews have a tradition (as we have it from the learned Bifhop 
Patrick) concerning the fprinkling of the blood of the trefpafs~ 
offering round about upon the altar, That there was a {carlet 
line, which went round about the altar exaétly in the middle ; 
and the blood of the burnt-offering was fprinkled round about 
above the line ; but that of the trefpafs-offering and peace of- 
ferings round about delow the line. As to the flefh of the 


| trefpafs-offering, the right to it belonged to the prieft that of 


fered it, ver. 7. He that did the work muft have the wages. - - 
This was an encouragement to the priefts, to give diligent at- 
tendance to the altar ; the more ready and bufy they were, the 
more they got. Note, The more diligent we are in the fervi- 
ces of religion, the more we fhall reap of the advantages of it. 
But any of the priefts, and the males of their families, might 
be invited by him, to whom it belonged, to partake with him, 
ver. 6. every male among the priefts frail eat thereof 3 i. e. may 
,, eat thereof in the aly place. And no doubt it was the wage 
‘ to.treat one another with thofe perquifites. of their office, by 
which friendthip and fellowship was kept up among the priefts, 
Freely they had received, and mutt freely give. It feems the 
offerer was not himfelf to have any fhare. of his trefpafs-offer- 
ing, as he was to have of this peace-offering, but it was all. divi. 
ded between the altar and the prieft... They offered peace-offer- 
ings in thankfulnefs for mercy, and then it was properto feaft ; but 
they offered trefpafs-offerings in forrow for fin, and then. faft- 
ing was more proper, in token of holy mourning, and a refolu- 
tion to ab{tain from fin. 
Secondly, Concerning the burnt-offering, it is here appointed + 
that the prieft that offered it fhall haye the fein, ver. 8. which 
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‘no doubt he might make money of. This (the Jews fay) is 
meant only of the burnt-offerings which were offered by parti- 
cular perfons; for the protit of the flins of the daily burnt-of- 
ferings for the congregation went to the repair of the fanctuary. 
Some fuggeft, that this appointment will help us to underftand 
God's clothing our firft parents with coats of /Rins, Gen. iii. 21. 
The beafts whofe fkins they were, it is probable were offered 


in facrifice as whole burnt-offerings, and that Adam was the | 


prieft that offered them ; and then God gave him the fkins as 
his fee, to make clothes of for himfelf and his wife; in remem- 
brance of which, the fkins ever after pertained to the prieft : 
And fee Gen. xxvii. 16. 


Thirdly, Concerning the meat-offering : If it was dreffed, it. 


was fit to be eaten prefently, and therefore the prieft that offer- 
ed it was to have it, ver. 9.: If it was dry, there was not fo 
much hafte of ufing it; end therefore an equal dividend of it 
muft be made among all the priefts that were then in waiting, 
ver. 10. 


tr And this zs the law of the facrifice of 
peace-offering, which he fhall offer unto the 
‘Lorp. 12 If he offer it for a thank{fgiving, then 
he fhall offer with the facrifice of thank{giving 
unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and unlea- 
vened wafers anointed with oil, and cakes min- 
gled with oil, of fine flour, fried. 13 Befides 
the cakes, he thall offer for his offering, leaven- 
ed bread, with the facrifice of thankfgiving of 
his peace-offerings.. 14 And of it he fisall offer 
one out of the whole oblation, for an heave-of- 
fering unto the Lorn, and it fhall be the prieft’s 
that fprinkleth the blood of the peace-offerings. 
15 And the flefh of the facrificé of his peace- 
offerings for thank{fgiving, fhall be eaten the 
fame day that it is offered: he jhall not leave 
any of it until the morning. 16 But if the fa- 
crifice of his offering be a vow, ora voluntary 
offering, it {hall be eaten.:the fame day that he 
offereth his facrifice rand on the morrow alfo 
the remainder of it fhall be eaten. 17 But the 
' remainder of the flefh of the facrifice on the 
third day, fhall be burnt with fire. 18 And if 
any of the fleth of the facrifice of his peace-of- 
ferings be eaten at all on the third day, it fhall 
not be accepted, neither fhall it be imputed 
urito him that offereth it: it fhall be an abomi- 
nation, and the foul that eateth of it, fhall bear 
his iniquity. 19 And the flefh that toucheth 
any unclean thing, fhall not be eaten, it fhall 
be burnt with fire: and as for the flefh, all that 
be clean fhall eat thereof. 20 But the foul that 
eateth of the flefh of the facrifice of peace-offer- 
ings, that pertain unto the Lorn, having his 
uncleannefs upon him, even that foul fhallbe 
cut off from his people. 21 Moreover, the foul 
that fhall touch any unclean ting, as the un- 
cleannefs of man, or amy unciean beaft, or any 
abominable unclean thing, and eat of the flefh 
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of the facrifice of peace-offerings which pertain 
unto the Lorn, even that foul fhall be cut off 
from his people. 224 And the Lorn {pake 
unto Mofes, faying, 23 Speak unto the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, faying, Ye fhalleat no manner of 
fat, of ox, or of fheep, or of goat. .24 And the 
fat of the beaft that’ dieth of itfelf, and the fat 
of that which zs torn with beafts, may be ufed 
in any other ufe: but ye fhall in no wile eat of 
it. 25 For whofoever eateth the fat of the beaft, 
of which men offer an offering made by fire 
unto the Lorp, even the foul that eateth 7 fhall 
be cut off from his people. 26 Moreover, ye 
fhall eat no manner of blood, whether it be of 
fowl or of beaft, in any of your dwellings. 27 
Whatfoever foul zt be that eateth any manner 
of blood, even that foul fhall be cut off from his 
people. 284{And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, 
faying, 29 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, 
faying, He that offereth the facrifice of his peace-' 
offermgs unto the Lorp, fhall bring his oblation 
unto the Lorp of the facrifice of his peace-of- 
ferings. 30 His own hands fhall bring the of- 
ferings of the Lorn made by fire, the fat with 
the breaft, it fhall he bring, that the breaft may 
be waved fur a wave-offering before the Lorn. 
31 And the prieft fhall burn the fat upon the 
altar: but the breaft fhall be Aaron’s and his 
fons. 32 And. the right-fhoulder fhall he give 
unto the prieft for an heave-offering, of the fa- 
33 He among 
the fons of Aaron that offereth the blood of the 
peace-offerings, and the fat, fhall have the right- 
fhoulder for 47s part. 34 For the wave-breatt. 


and the heave-fhoulder have I taken of the chil. | 
“dren of Ifrael, from off the facrifices of their 
| peace-offerings, and have given them unto Aa- — 


ron the prieft, and unto his fons, bya ftatute for 
ever, from among the children of Ifrael. 


All this relates to the peace-offerings. It is the repetition and. 
explication of what we had before, with divers additions: 

Firft, Vhe nature and intention of the peace-offerings is here 
more diftin@ly opened. They were offered, either, (1.) In 
thankfulne/s for {ome fpecial mercy received, fach as, recovery 
from ficknefs, prefervations in a journey, deliverance at fea, re- 
demption out of captivity; all which are inftanced in Pfal. cvii. 
and for them men are called upon to offer the facrifice of thank 
giving, ver. 22. Or; (2.) In performance of fome vow which 


a man made when he was in diftrefs, ver. 16.3 and this was 


lefs honourable than the former, though the omifhon of it would - 
have been more culpable. Or, (3.) In fupplication for fome. 
{pecial mercy, which a man was in the parfuit and expectation 


of, here calied a voluntary offering: ‘Vhis accompanied a man’s 


prayers, as the former did his praifes. We do not find that — 
men were bound by the law, unlefs they h:d-bound themfelves 


by vow, to offer thefe- peace--ffi11:g8 upon fuch occafions, as 


they were to bring their facrifices of atonement in cafe of fin 
commuted, 
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committed. Not but that prayer and praife are as much our 
duty as repentance is: But here, in the expreflions of their 
fenfe of mercy, God left them more to their liberty, than in the 
expreflions of their fenfe of fin, to try the generofity of their 
- devotion ; and that their‘ facrifices being free-will offerings, they 
might be the more laudable and acceptable ; and by obliging 
them to bring the facrifices of atonement, God would fhew the 
_ neceffity of the great Propitiation. 
Secondly, The rites and ceremonies about it are enlarged upon. 
[1.] If it were offered for a thankfgiving, a meat-offering 
mutt be offered with it, cakes of feveral forts, and wafers, ver. 
12.: And (which was peculiar to the peace-offering ) leavened 
bread mult be offered; not to be burnt upon the altar, that 
was forbidden, chap. ii. r.; but to be eaten with the flefh of 
the facrifice, that nothing might be wanting to make it a com- 
plete and pleafant feaft: For unleavened bread was lefs grate- 
ful to the tafte ; and therefore though enjoined in the paflover, 
for a particular reafon, yet in other feftivals, /eavened bread, 
which was lighter and more pleafant, was appointed, that men 
might feaft at God’s table, as well as at their own. And fome 
think, that a meat-offering is required to be brought with every 
peace-offering, as well as with that of thankfgiving, by that law 
here, ver. 29. which requires an ob/ation with it, that the table 
might be as well furnifhed as the altar. 

[2.] The flefh of the peace-offerings, both that which was 
the prieft’s fhare, and that which was the offerers, mult be eaten 
quickly, and not kept long, either raw, or dreffed cold. If it 
were a peace-offering for thank{giving, it mutt be all eaten the 
fame day, ver. 15.: Ifa vow, or a voluntary offering, it mutt 
be eaten.either the fame day, or the day after, ver. 16.: If any 
were left beyond the time limited, it was to be burnt, ver. 17.: 
And if any perfon eat of it, it fhould be animadverted upon 
as a very high mifdemeanour, ver. 18. Though they were not 
obliged to eat it in the holy place, as thofe offerings that are 
called mo/? holy, but might take it to their own tents, and feaft 
upon it there ; yet God would by this law make them to know 
a difference between that and other meat, and religioufly to 
obferve it; that whereas they might keep other meat cold in the 
-houfe as long as they thought fit, and warm it again if they 

_ pleafed, and eat it three or four days after, they might not do 
fo with the flefh of their peace-offérings: ‘That mutt be eaten 
prefently, 1. Becaufe God would not have that holy flefh to 
be in danger of putrefying, or being fiy-blown: To prevent 
which, it muft be /alted with fire, (as the expreflion is, Mark 
ix. 4g.) if it were kept ; as, if it were ufed, it mult be /alted 

with falt. 2. Becaufe God would not have his people to be 

_niggardly, and fparing, and diftruftful of providence; but cheer- 
fully to enjoy what God gives them, (Eccl. vii. 15.) and to 
do good with it, and not to be anxioufly folicitous for the mor- 
row. 3. The flefh of the peace-offerings was God’s treat ; 

and therefore God would have the difpofal of it: And he 
orders it to be ufed gencroufly, for the entertainment of their 
friends ; and charitably, for the relief of the poor; to thew 
that he is a bountiful benefactor, gives ws all things richly to 
enjoy, the bread of the day in its day. . If the facrifice were a 
thank/giving, they were efpeciallyebliged thus to teftify their 
holy joy in God’s goodnefs by thei holy feafting. This law 
is made very ftrict, ver. 18. That if the offerer did not take 
care to have all his offering eaten by himfelf, or his family, his 
friends, or the poor, within the time limited by the law; and 
if there were any left, to burn it, (which was the moft decent 
way of difpofing of it, the facrifices upon the altar being confu- 
med by fire;) then his offering fhould not be accepted, nor im- 
puted to him. Note, All the benefit of our religious fervices 
is loft, if we do not improve them, and manage ourfelves aright 


=) 


afierward;. They are not acceptable to God, if they have . 
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not a due influence upon ourfelves.. If a man feemed generous 
in bringing a peace-offering, and yet afterwards® proved fneak. 
ing and paltry in the ufing of it, it was as if he had never 
brought it; nay, i /hall be an abomination. Note, There is no 
mean between God’s acceptance and his abhorrence. If our 
perfons and_ performances be fincere and upright, they are ac- 


‘ cepted; if not, they are an abomination, Prov. xv. 8. He that 


eat it after the time appointed, fhall dear his iniquity, i. e. he 
thall be cut off from his people, as it is explained, .chap. xix. 8. 
where this law is repeated. This law of eating the peace-of 
ferings before the third day, that they might not putrefy, is ap- 
plicable to the refurreGtion of Chrift after two days, that, being 
God’s Holy One, he might not fee corrupiion, Pfal. xvi. 16. 
And fome think it gives us an inftrudtion, fpeedily and with- 
out delay to partake of Chrift and his grace, feeding and feaft- 
ing thereupon by faith, to-day, wile it is called to-day, Heb. 
il. 13, 14. for it will be too late fhortly. 

[3-] Both the ficfh, and thofe that eat it, mult be pure. 1. 
Thefleth mult touch no-unclean thing ; if it did, it mult not be 
eaten, but burnt, ver. 19. Ifany carry it from the altar to the 
place where it was eaten, fuppofe adog touched it, or it touch- 
ed a dead body or any other unclean thing, it was then unfit 
to be ufed ina religious feaft. Every thing we honour the 
holy God with, muft be pure, ‘and carefully kept from all pol- 
lution. It is a cafe adjudged, Hag. ii. 12. that the holy flefh 
could not by its touch communicate Aoline/s to what was com- 
mon ; but by this law it is determined, that by the touch of 
that which was ¢nclean, it received pollution from it: Which 
intimates, that the infection of {fin is more eafily and more fre- 
quently communicated than the favour of grace. 2. It mutt 
not be eaten by any unclean perfon. We that was upon any ac- 
count ceremonially unclean, it was at his peril if he prefwmed 
to eat of the flefh of the peace-offerings, ver. 20, 21. Holy 
things are only for holy perfons: The holinefs of the food be- 
ing ceremonial, thofe were incapacitated to partake of it who 
lay under any ceremonial uncleanne/s; but we are hereby taught 
to preferve ourfelves pure from all the pollutions of fin, that we 
may have the benefit and comfort of Chrifl’s facrifice, 1 -Pet.: 
il. 1, 2. Our confciences muft.be purged from dead works, . 
that we may be fit to ferve the living God, Heb. ix. 14. But 
if any dare to partake of the table of the Lord, under the pol- 
lutions of fin unrepented of, and fo profane facred things, the 
eat and drink judgment to themfelves, 1 Cor. x1, 29. as shoe 
did that eat of the peace-offerings in their uncleannefs. A good 
reafon for the {triétnefs of this law is intimated in the defcrip- 
tion given of the peace-offerings, ver. 20. and again, ver. 21. 
that they pertain unto the Lord. Whatever pertains unto the 
Lord is facred, and muft be ufed with great reverence, and not 
with unhallowed hands. Be ye holy, for God is holy, and ye 
pertain to him. 

[4.] The eating of blood and the fat of the inwards is 
here again prohibited; and the prohibition is annexed as before, 
to the law of the peace-offerings, chap. ill. 17. \ 

1. The prohibition of the fat feems to be confined only to 
thofe beafts which were ufed for facrifice, the Beeves, /heep, and 
goats: But of the roe buck, and of the hart, and other clean 
beafts, they might eat the fat; for thofe only of which  offer- 
ings were brought are mentioned here, ver. 23. and ver. 2 Se 
This was to preferve in their minds a reverence for God’s altar, 
on'which the fat of the inwards was burned. The Jews fay, 
Ifa man eat fo much as an olive of forbidden fat, if he do it 
prefumptuoufly, he is in danger to be cut off by the hand of | 
God ; if ignorantly, he is to bring a fin-offermg, and fo to pay 
d-ar for ‘his carelefsnefs.. ‘fo eat of the flefh of that which 
dof itfelf ox was torn of beafis, was uolawful ; but'to eat of 
the iat of fuch was doubly unlawful, ver. 24. 
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2. The prohibition of blood is more general, ver. 26, 27. 

becaufe the fatewas offered to God only by way of acknow- 
ledgement ; but the blood made atonement for the foul, and fo ty- 
pified Chrift’s facrifice, much more than the burning of the fat 
did: To this therefore a greater reverence mutt be paid, till 
thefe types had their accomplifhment in the offering up of the 
body of Chrift once for all. ‘The Jews rightly expound this 
law as forbidding only. the dlood of the hfe, as they exprefs it ; 
not that which we call the gravy, for of that they fuppofed it 
was lawful to eat. 

3. Lhe prieft’s fhare of the peace-offerings is here cut -out 
for himfelf: Out of every beaft that was offered for a peace-of- 
fering, the prieft that offered it was to have to himfelf the 
breaft and the right fhoulder, ver. 20,—34. Obferve here, 
1, ‘That when the facrifice was killed, the offerer himfelf mutt, 
with his own hands, prefent God’s part of it; that he might 
fignify thereby his cheerful giving it up to God, and his defire 
that it might be accepted: He was with his own hands to /ift 
it up, in token of his regard to God as the God of heaven ; 
and then to wave it to and fro, in token of his regard to God 
as the Lord of the whole earth ; to whom thus, as far as he 
could reach, he offered it, fhewing his good-will to do him ho- 
nour. Now that which was thus heaved and waved was the fat 
and the breaft and the right fboulder ; it was all offered to God: 

- And then he ordered the fat to his altar, and the breaft and 
fhoulder to his prieft, both being his receivers. 2d/y, That 
when the fat was burned, the prieft took his part, on which he 
and his family were to feaft, as well as the offerer and his fa- 
mily. In holy joy and thankfgiving, it is good to have our 
minifters to go before us, and to be our mouth to God. ‘The 
melody is then fweet, when he that fows, and they that reap, 
rejoice together. Some obferve a fignificancy in the parts af- 
figned to the priefts. 'The breaft and the fhoulder intimate 
the affeGtions and the actions, which mu{t be devoted to the 
honour of God by all his people, and to the fervice alfo of the 
charch by all his priefts. Chrilt our great Peace-offering feafts 

_ all his fpiritual priefts with the breaft and fhoulders, with the 
deareft love, and the fweeteft and ftrongeft fupport, for he’ is 
the wi/dom of God and the power of God. When Saul was 
defigned fora king, Samuel ordered the fhoulder of the peace- 
offering to be fet before him, « Sam. ix. 24. which gave him 
a hint of fomething great and facred intended him. Jefus 
Chrift is our great Peace-offering: For he made himfelf a fa- 
crifice, not only to atone for fin, and to fave us from the curfe ; 
but to purchafe a blefling for us, and all good. By our joyful 
partaking of the benefits of redemption, wé fea/? upon the facri- 

Jice 3 to fighify which, the Lord’s fupper was inftituted. 


35.4 This 7s the portion of the anointing of 
Aaron, and of the anointing of his fons, out of 
the offerings of the Lorp made by fire, in the 
day when he prefented them to minifter un- 
to the Lorp in the prieft’s office: 36 Which 
the Lorp commanded to be given them of the 
children of Ifrael, in the day that he anointed 
them, by a ftatute for ever, throughout their 
generations. 37 This zs the law: of the burnt- 
offering, of the meat-offering, and of the fin- 
offering, and of the trefpafs-oftering, and of 
the confecrations, and of the facrifice of the 
peace-offerings: 38 Which the Lorp com- 
manded Mofes in mount Sinai, in the day that 
he commanded the children of Ifrael to offer 
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their oblations unto the Lorn, in the wildernefs. 
of Sinai. 


Here is the conclufion, of thefe laws concerning the facrifi- 


ces, though fome of them are afterwards repeated and explain- 


ed. ‘They are to be confidered, (1.) As a grant to the priefis, 
ver. 35, 36. In the day they were ordained to that work and’ 


office, this provifion was made for their comfortable mainte-. Q 
Note, God will take care that thofe that are employ- 


nance. 
ed for him be well paid and well provided for: They that re- 
ceive the anointing of the Spirit to minifler unto the Lerd, fhall 
have their portion, and it fhall be a worthy portion, out of the 
offerings of the Lord: For God’s work is its own wages, and. 
there is a prefent reward of obedience in obedience. 
a flatute for ever to the people, that they fhould bring thefe of- 
ferings according to the rules prefcribed, and cheerfully give 
the priefts their fhare out of them. God commanded thé chil- 
dren of Ifrael to offer their oblations, ver. 38. Note, The fo- 
lemn aéts of religious worfhip are commanded: They are not 
things that we are left to our liberty in, and-which we may do- 
or not do at our pleafure ; but we are under indifpenfible obli- 
gations to perform them in their feafon, and it is at our peril 
if we omit them. The obfervance of the laws of Chrift can- 
not be lefs neceffary than the obfervance of the laws of Mofes 
Was. : 
C HA Ps Ville 

This chapter gives us an account of the folemn confecration of 

Aaron and his fons to the pricft’s office. 1. It was done pub- 


licly, and the congregation was called together to be witneffes 


of it, ver. t>—4. II. Jt was done exadly according to God’s 
appointment, ver. 5. (1.) They were wafhed and dreffed,. 
ver. 1,—9Q, 13. (2-) The tabernacle and the utenfils of it 


were anointed, and then the pricfts, ver. 10,12. (3-) & 
Jin-offering was offered for them, ver, t4,—17. (4.) 4 


burnt-offering, ver. 18,—21. (5.) The ram of confecration, 
ver. 22,—30. (6.)The continuance of this folemnity for feven 
days, Ver. 31,—36. 
Na the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
% 2 Take Aaron and his fons with him, and 
the garments, and the anointing oil, and a bul- 
lock for the fin-offering, and two rams, and a 
bafket of unleavened bread. 3 And gather 
thou all the congregation together unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 4. 
And Mofes did as the Lorp commanded him, 
and the affembly was gathered together unto. 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 


5 And Mofes faid unto the congregation, This. 


zs the thing which the Lorn commanded to be- 
done. 6 And Mofes brought Aaron and his 
fons, and wafhed them with water. 7 And he 
put upon him the coat, and girded him with 
the girdle, and clothed him with the robe, and 
put the ephod upon him, and he girded him 
with the curious girdle of the ephod, and bound. 
?t unto him therewith. 8 And he put the 
breaft-plate upon him: alfo he put in the breaft- 
plate the Urim and Thummim. 9g And he put 
the mitre upon his head; alfo upon the mitre, 
even upon his forefront, did he put the golden 


plate, 


(2.) As. 


‘Chap. VIL. 


anointed him to fandtify him. 


plate, the holy crown; as the Lorp commanded 
Mofes. to And Mofes took the anointing oil, and 
anointed the tabernacle and all that was there- 
in, and fan@tified’them. 11 And he fprinkled 
thereof upon the altar feven times, and anoint- 
ed the altar, and all his veffels, both the laver 
and his foot, to fanctify them. 12 And he pour- 
ed of the anointing oil upon Aaron’s head, and 
13 And Mofes 
brought Aaron’s fons, and put coats upon them, 
and girded them with girdles, and put bonnets 


upon them; as the Lorp commanded Mofes. 


God had given Mofes orders to confecrate Aaron and his 
fons to the prieft’s office, when he was with him the firft time 
upon mount Sinai, Exod. xxviii. and xxix. where we have 
alfo the particular in{tructions he had how to do it. Now here 
we have, 

Firfi, The orders repeated; what was there commanded 
to be done, is here commanded to be done now, ver. 2, 3. The 
tabernacle was newly fet up, which, without priefts, would be 
as a candleftick without a candle. The Jaw concerning facri- 
fices was newly given, but gould not be obferved without prietts: 
For though Aaron and his fons were nominated to the office, 
they could not officiate till they were con/ecrated ; which yet 
mui{t not be done, till the place of their miniftration was pre- 
pared, and the ordinances inftituted, that they might apply 
themfelves to work as foon as ever they were confecrated, and 
might know they were not ordained only to the honour and 
profit, but to the bufinefs of the priefthood. Aaron and his 
fons were near relations to Mofes, and therefore he would not 
confecrate them till he had farther orders, left he fhould feem 
too forward to bring honour into his family. , 

Secondly, The congregation called together at the door, (i. €. 
in the court) of the tabernacle, ver. 4. ‘The elders and prin- 
cipal men of the congregation, who reprefented the body of 
the people, were fummoned to attend ; for the court would hold 
but a few of the many thoufands of Ifrael. It was done thus 
publicly, (1.) Becaufe it was a folemn tranfaétion between God 
and Ifrael: The priefts were to be ordained for men in things 
pertaining to God, for the maintaining of a fettled correfpond- 
ence, and the negociating of all affairs between the people and 
God ; and therefore it was fit both fides fhould appear to own 
the appointment at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. (2.) 
‘The {peétators of the folemnity could not but be poffeffed by 
the fight of it with a great veneration for the priefts, and their 
office, which was neceflary among a people fo wretchedly prone 
as they were to envy and difcontent. It was ftrange that any 
of thofe who were witneffes of what was here done, fhould af- 
terwards fay, as fome of them did, You take too much upon you, 
ye fons of Levi: But what would they have faid, if it had been 
done clandeftinely ? Note, It is very fit, and of good ufe, that 
minifters fhould be ordained publicly, plebe prafente, according 
to the ufage of the primitive church. 

Thirdly, The commiffion read, ver. 5. Mofes, who was 
God’s reprefentative in this folemnity, produced his orders be- 
fore the congregation: This is the thing which the Lord com- 
manded to be done. Though God had crowned him king in 
Jefhurun,. when he made his face to fhine in the fight of all 
Ifracl ; yet he did not inftivute or appoint any thing in God’s 
worthip but what God him{lf had commanded. The prieft- 
hood he delivered to them, was that which he had received from 
the Lord. Note, All that minifter about holy things, muft 
have an eye to God’s command as their rule and warrant ; for 


Th Be ERD, OF UL: St 


379 


it is only in the obfervance of that, that they can expect to be 
owned and accepted of God. This we mutt be able to fay 
in all acts of religious worfhip, This is the thing which the Lord 
commanded to be done. 

Fourthly, The ceremony performed according to the divine 
ritual. 

[1.] Aaron and his fons were wa/hed x ith water, ver. 6.% 
to fignify that they ought now to purify themfelves from al! 
finful difpofitions and inclinations, and ever after to keep them~ 
felves pure. Chrift wafbed thofe from their fins .in his own 
blood, whom he makes to our God kings and priefts, Rev. i. 
5, 6.3 and thofe that draw near to God, muft be wathed in 
pure water, Heb. x. 22. Though they were never fo clean 
before, and no filth was to be feen upon them; yet they muft 
be wathed, to fignify their purification from fin, with which 
their fouls were polluted, how clean foever their bodies were. 

[2.] They were clothed with the holy garments: Aaron 
with his, ver. 7, 8, 9. which typified the dignity of Chrift our 
great High Prieft:~And his fons with theirs, ver. 12. which 
typified the decency of Chriftians, who are fpiritual priefts. 
Chrift wears the brea/t-plate of judgment, and the holy crown 
for the church’s High Prieft is her Prophet and King: All 


-believers are clothed with the robe of righteoufnefs ; girt with 


the girdle of truth, refolution, and clofe application ; and their 
heads bound, as the word here is, with the bonnet, or diadem 
of beauty, the beauty of holinefs. 

[3.] The high prieft was anointed; and, it fhould feem, 
the holy things were anointed, at the fame time. Some think 
that was done before, but is mentioned here becaufe Aaron was 
anointed with the fame oil that they were. But the manner of 
relating it here, makes it more probable that it was done at the 
fame time ; and that the feven days of the confecrating of the 
altar were co-incident with the feven days of the prielt’s con- 
fecration. The tabernacle, and all its utenfils, had fome of the 
anointing oil put upon them with Mofes’ finger, ver. 10. fo had 
the altar, ver. r1. Thefe were to fanctify the gold, and the 
gift, (Mat. xxxiii..17, 19.) ; and therefore muft themfelves 
be thus fanétified: But he poured it out more’ plentifully upon 
the head of Aaron, ver. 12. fo that it ran down ‘to the /Rirts of 
his garments ; becaufe his unétion was to typify the anointing 
of Chrift with the Spirit, which was not given by meafure to 
him. Yet all believers alfo have received the anointing, which 
puts an indelible character upon them, 1 John ii. 27. 

14 And he brought the bullock for the fin-of- 
fering: and Aaron and his fons laid their hands 
upon the head of the bullock for the fin-of- 
fering. 15 And he flew 7t, and Mofes took the 
blood, and put i¢ upon the horns of the altar 
round jabout with his finger, and purified the 
altar: and poured the blood at the bottom of 
the altar, and fanctified it, to-make reconcilia- 
tion upon it. 16 And he took all the fat that 
was upon the inwards, and the caul above the 
liver, and the two kidneys, and their fat, and 
Mofes burned i¢ upon the altar. 17 But the 
bullock and his hide, his flefh and his dung, he 
burnt with fire without the camp ; as the Lorp 
commanded Motes. 18 @ And he brought the 
ram for the burnt-offering: and Aaron and his 
fons laid their hands upon the head of the ram. 
1g And he killed 7t, and Mofes fprinkled the 
biood upon the altar round about. 20 And he 

gB2 cut 


380 


cut the ram into pieces, and Mofes burnt the 
head, and the pieces, and the fat. 21 And he 
wafhed the inwards and the legs in water ; and 
Mofes burnt the whole ram upon the altar: it 


was a burnt-facrifice for a fweet favour, and an’ 


offering made by fire unto the Lorn; as the 
Lorp commanded Mofes. 22 4 And he brought 
the other ram, the ram of confecration: and 
Aaron and his fons laid their hands upon the 
head of the ram. 23 And he flew it, and Mo- 
fes took of the blood of 7, and put 7¢ upon the 
tip of Aaron’s right ear, and upon the thumb of 
his right hand, and upon the great toe of his 
right foot. 24 And he brought Aaron’s fons, 
and Mofes put of the blood upon the tip of their 
right ear, and upon the thumbs of their right 
hands, and upon the great toes of their right 
feet: and Mofes fprinkled the blood upon the 
altar round about. 25 And he took the fat, 
and the rump, and all the fat that was upon 
the inwards, and the caul above the liver, and 
the two kidneys and their fat, and the right 
fhoulder. 26 And out of the bafket of unlea- 
vened bread, that was before the Lorn, he took 
one unleavened cake, and a cake of oiled bread, 
and one wafer, and put them onthe fat, and 
upon the right fhoulder. 27 And he put all 
upon Aaron’s hands, and upon his fons hands, 
and waved them for a wave-offering before the 
Lorp. 28 And Mofes took them from off their 
hands, and burnt them on the altar, upon the 
burnt-offering: they were confecrations for a 
fweet favour: it zs an offering made by fire un- 
to the Lorp. 29 And Mofes took the breatt 
and waved it for a wave-offering before the 
Lorp: for of the ram of confecration it was 
Mofes’ part; as the Lorp commanded Motes. 
30 And Mofes took of the anointing oil, and of 
the blood which was upon the altar, and fprink- 
led zt upon Aaron, and upon his garments, and 
upon his fons, and upon his fons garments with 
him: and fan@ified Aaron, and his garments, 
and his fons, and his fons garments with him. 


The covenant of priefthood muft be made by facrifice, as 
well as other covenants, Pfal. 1. 5.. And thus Chrift was con- 
fecrated by the /acrifice of himfelf once for all. Sacrifices of 
each kind mutt be offered for the priefts, that they might with 
the more tendernefs and concern offer the gifts and facrifices 
of the people, with compaffion on the iguorant, and on them 
that were out of the way; not infulting over thofe for whom 


facrifices were offered ; remembering that they themfelves had: 


had facrifices offered for them, being compaffed with infirmity. 

Firft, A bullock, the largeft facrifice was offered for a fin- 
offering, ver. 14. that hereby atonement might ‘be made, and 
‘they might not bring any of the guilt of the fins of their for- 
mer. ftate into the new charaéter they were now to put on. 
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fry, 1 Tim. i. 13. 


When Ifaiah was fent to be a prophet, he was told to his-- 


comfort, Thine iniquity iy taken away, Mfa. vie 7. Minifters 
that are to declare the remiffion of fins to others, fhould give 
diligence to get it made fure to themfelves in the firft place 
that their own fins are pardoned. -Thofe to whom is commit- 
ted the minifiry of reconciliation, mutt firft be reconciled to God 
themfelses, that they may deal for the fouls of others as for 
their own. 

Secondly, A. ram was offered for a burnt-offering, ver. 18,— 
21. By this they gave to God the glory of this great honour 
which was now put upon them, and returned him praife for 
it; as Paul thanked Chrift Jefus for putting him into the mini- 
They alfo fignified the devoting of them- 
felves and all their fervices to the honour of God. 

Thirdly, Another ram, called the ram of confecration, was 
offered for a peace-offering, ver. 22, &c. 
was part put on the priefts, their ears, thumbs, and toes; and 
part /prinkled upon the altar: And thus he did {as it were) 
marry them to the altar, which they muft all their days give 
attendance upon. All the ceremonies about this offering, as 
thofe before, were appointed by the exprefs command of God; 
and if we.compare this chapter with Exod. xxix. we fhall find 
that the performance of the folemnity exaétly agrees with the 
precept there, and in nothing varies. Here therefore, as in 
the account we had of the tabernacle and its veffels, it is again 
and again repeated, ds the Lord commanded Mofes: And thus 
Chrift, when he fanétified himfelf with his own blood, had an 
eye to his Father’s will in it, 4s the Father gave me command- 
ment, fo I do, John xiv. 31.—x. 18. & vi. 38. 


31 ¢ And Mofes faid unto Aaron, and ‘i his 


fons, Boil the flefh at the door of the tabernacle | 


of the congregation: and there eat it with the 
bread that zs in the bafket of confecrations, as 
I commanded, faying, Aaron and his fons 
fhall eat it. 32 And that which remaineth 
of the flefh and of the bread, fhall ye burn 
with fire. 33 And ye fhall not go out of the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation iz 
feven days, until the days of your confecration 
be at anend: for feven days {hall he confecrate 
you. 34 As he hath done this day, /o the 
Lorp hath commanded to do, to make an 
atonement for you. 35 Therefore fhall ye a- 
bide at the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation day and night, feven days, and keep 
the charge of the Lorp, that ye die not: for 
fo I am commanded. 36 So Aaron and his 


fons did all things which the Lorp commanded. _ 


by the hand Motes. 


Mofes having done his part of the ceremony, he now leaves 
Aaron and his fons to do theirs. [1.] They muft boil the 
fleth of their peace-offering, and eat it in the court of the ta- 
bernacle, and what remained they muft burn with fire, ver. 31,. 
32. ‘This fignified their thankful confent to the confecration. 
When God gave Ezekiel his commiffion, he bid him. eat the 
roll, Ezek. ii. 1, 2. [2.] They muft not ftir out of the 
court of the tabernacle for /even days, ver. 33... The prieft- 
hood being a good warfare, they muft thus learn to endure 
hardnefs, and to difentangle themfelves from the affairs of this 
life, 2 Tim. ii. 3, 4.* Being confecrated to their fervice, they 
mult give themfelves wholly to it, and attend continually to this 

very 
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very thing. Thus Chrift’s apoftles were appointed to qwait for 
the promife of the Father, A&si. 4. During this time appointed 
for their confecration, they were daily to repeat the fame facrifi- 
ces, which were offered the firft day, ver. 34. ‘This fhews the im- 
perfection of the legal facrifices, which becaufe they could not take 


away fin, were often repeated, Heb. x. i, 2.; but were here repeat-' 


ed feven times, (a number of perfeétion ) becaufe they typified that 
one offering, which perfected for ever them that were fanétified. 
The work lafted /even days, for it was a kind of creation ; and 
this time was appointed in honour of the fabbath, which pro- 
‘bably was the laft day of the feven, for which they were to 
prepare during the fix days. Thus the time of our life, like 
the fix days, muft be our preparation for the perfection of our 
confecration to God in the everlafting fabbath: They attended 
day and night, ver. 35.; and fo conftant-fhould we be in our 
meditation on God’s law, Pfal. i. 1. They attended to keep 
_the charge of the Lord. We have every one of us a charge to 
keep; an eternal God to glorify, an immortal foul to provide 
for, needful duty to be done, our generation to ferve: And it 
mutt be our daily care to keep this charge; for it is the charge 
of the Lord, our Matter, who will fhortly call us to an account 
about it ; and it is at our utmoft peril if we neglect it. “ Keep 
it, that ye die not;” it is death, eternal death, to betray the truit 
we are charged with: By the confideration of this we mult 
be kept in awe. Lajfily, We are told, ver. 36. that aron and 
his fons did al! that was commanded. "Thus their confecration 
was compleated; and thus they fet an example before the 
people, of an exact obedience in the laws of facrifices now 
newly given, and then they could with the better grace teach 
them. 

Thus the covenant of peace, Numb. xxv. 12. of life and 
peace, Mal. ti. 5. was made with Aaron and his fons: But af- 
ter all the ceremonies that were vfed in their confecration, 
there was one point of ratification, which was referved to be 
the honour and eftablifhment of Chrift’s priefthood; which 


was this, That they were made priofs without an oath, but . 


Chrift with an oath, Heb. vii. 21.; for neither fuch priefts 
nor their priefthood could continue, but Chrift’s is a perpetual 
and unchangeable priefihood. 

-  Gofpel minifters are compared to them who ferved at the altar: 
- For they minifler about holy things, 1 Cor. ix. 13.3 they are 
God’s mouth to the people, and the peoples to God; the paf- 
tors and teachers Chrift has appointed to continue in the 
Church, to the end of the world. They feem to be meant in 
that promife which points at gofpel-times, Ifa. Ixvi. 21. J will 
take of them for priefis and for Levites. No man may take 
this honour to himfelf, but he who, upon trial, is found to be 
clothed and anointed by the Spirit of God with gifts and graces 
to qualify him for ic; and who with purpofe of heart devotes 
himfelf entirely to the fervice; and.is then by the word and 
prayer (for fo every thing is fanctified,) and the impofition of 
the hands of thofe that give them/felves to the word and prayer, 
fet apart to the office, and recommended to Chrift as a fer- 
vant, and to the church as a fteward and guide. And they 
that are thus folemnly dedicated to God, ought not to depart 
from his feryice, but faithfully to abide in it all their days; 
and they that do fo, and continue labouring in the word and 
doGrine, are to be counted worthy of double honour, double to 
that of the Old Teftament pricfts. 


CHAP. IX 
Aaron and his fons, having been folemnly confecrated io the 
priefihood, are in this chapter entering upon the execution 
of their office, the very next day after their confecration 
was compleated. 1. Mofes (no doubt by diredion from 
God) appoints a meeting between God and his pricfs, as 


the reprefentatives of his people, ordering them to attend 
bim, and affuring them that he would appear to them, 
ver. 1,—7. Il. The meeting holds according to the ap- 
pointment, it, Aaron attends on God by Sacrifices of- 
Sering a fin-offering and a burnt-offering for bim/felf, ver. 
8,—14.3 and then the offering for the people, whom he 
bleffed in the name of the Lord, ver. 15,—22. 2dly, God 
Signifies his acceptance, (t.) Of their perfons, by /hewing 
them bis glory, ver. 23. (2.) Of their facrifices, by con- 
Suming them with fire from heaven, ver. 24. 


ND it came. to pafs on the eighth day, 
that ‘ofes called Aaron and his fons, and 

the elders of Ifrael; 2 And he faid unto Aaron, 
Take thee a young calf for a fin-offering, and 
a ram for a burnt-offering, without blemith, 
and offer them before the Lorp. 3 And unto 
the children of Ifrael thou fhalt {peak, faying, 
Take ye a kid of the goats, for a fin-offering, 
and a calf, and a lamb, bvth of the firtt year, 
without blemith, for a burnt-offering; 4 Alfo- 
a bullock and a ram, for peace-offerings, to fa- 
crifice before the Lorp; and a meat-offering 
mingled with oil: for to-day the Loan will ap- 
pear unto you. 5 And they brought that 
which Mofes commanded before the tabernacle 
of the congregation: and all the congregation 
drew near and ftood before the Lorp. 6 And 
Mofes faid, This 7s the thing which the Lorp 
commanded, that ye fhould do: and the glory 
of the Lorp thall appear unto you. 7 And 
Mofes faid unto Aaron, Go unto the altar, and 


‘offer thy fin-offering, and thy burnt-offering, 


and make an atonement for thyfelf and for the 
people: and offer the offering of the people, 
and make an atonement for them; as the Lorp 
commanded. 


Orders are here given for another folemnity upon the eighth 
day. For the ordained priefts were fet to work immediately 
after the days of their confecration were finifhed ; to let them 
know, that they were not ordained to be idle. He that defires 
the office of a bifbop, defires a good work; which mutt be look- 
ed at with defire,; more than the honour and benefit.: The 
priefts had not fo much as one day’s refpite from fervice allowed 
them, that they might divert themfelves, and receive the com- 
pliments of their friends upon their elevation ; but were bufily 
employed the very next day after, for their confecration was 
the filling of their hands. Gods {piritual priefts have con{tant 
work cut out for them, which the duty of every day requires ; 
and they that would give up their account with joy, mutt re- 
deem times fee Ezek. xliii. 26. 

Now, Firft, Mofes raifeth their expectation of a glorious 
appearance of God to them this day ; ver. 4. To-day the Lord 
will appear to you that are the priefts. And when all the 
congregation are gathered together, and _fland before the Lord, 
he tells them, ver..6. The glory of the Lord Jhall appear to ~ 
you... ‘Though they had reafon enough to believe God’s ac- 
ceptance of all that which they had done according to his ap- 
pointment, upon the general affurance we have that he is the 


\ Rewarder of them that diligently feck him, though he had. not 
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given them any fenfible token of it; yet that if poffible they 
and theirs might be effectually obliged to the fervice and wor- 
fhip of God. and might never turn afide to idols, the glory of 
God appeared to them, and vifibly owned what they had done. 
We are not now to expect fuch appearances; we Chriftians 
walk more by faith, and lefs by fight, than they did: Bat we 
may be fure that God doth draw nigh to thofe who draw nigh 
to him, and that the offerings of faith are really acceptable to 
him; though the /acrifices being /piritual, the tokens of the 
acceptance are, as itis fit they fhould be, /piritual hkewife. 
To them who are duly confecrated to God, he will undoubted- 
ly manifeft himfelf. 

Secondly, He put both priefts and people upot preparing to 
receive this favour God defigned them. Aaron and his fons, 
and the elders of I/rael, are all fummoned to attend, ver. I. 
Note, God will manifeft himfelf in the folemn affemblies of 
his people and minifters ; and thofe that would have the bene- 
fit and comfort of God’s appearances, muft in them give their 
attendance. : 

[1.] Aaron is ordered to prepare his offerings, ver. 2. a 
- young calf for a fin-offering. The Jewith writers fuggeft, that 
therefore a calf was appointed for his /n-offering, to mind him 
of his fin in making the golden calf; by which he had render- 
ed himfelf for ever unworthy of the honour of the priefthood, 
and which he had reafon to refleét upon with forrow and fhame 
in all the atonements he made. 

[2.} Aaron muft dire& the people to get theirs ready. 
Hitherto Mofes had told the people what they muft do; but 
now Aaron, as high prieft over the houfe of God, muft be 
their teacher in things pertaining 10 God, ver. 3. Unto the chil- 
dren of Lfrael thou halt fpeak: Now he was to fpeak from 
“ them to God in the facrifices, (the language of which he that 
appointed them very well underftood’, he muft fpeak from 
God to them in the Jaws about the facrifices. "Thus Mofes 
would engage the people’s refpeét and obedience to him, as 
one that was fet over them in the Lord, to admonifh them. 

[3.] Aaron mutt offer his own firft, and then the people’s 
ver. 7. Aaron mutt now go to the altar, Mofes having fhewed 
“him the way to it; and there, (:.) He muft make an atone- 
ment for himfelf. For the high prieft being compaffed with in- 
frmity, ought as for the people, fo alfo for himfelf, to offer for 
Jfins, Heb. v. 2, 3.: And for himfelf firft ; ‘for how can we 
expect to be accepted in our prayers for others, if we ourfelves 
be not reconciled to God ; nor is any fervice pleafing to God, 
till the guilt 6f fin be removed by our iatereft in the great 
Propitiation. Thofe that have the care of the fouls of others, 
are alfo hereby taught to lock to their own in the firft place: 


this charity muft begin at home, though it muft not end there, | 


It is the charge of Timothy, To take care to fave himflffirft, 
and then thofe that heard him, 1 Tim. iv. 16. The high prieft 
made atonement for himfelf, as one that was joined with fin- 
ners; but we have a High Prieft that was /eparated from fin- 
ners, and needed it not: When Meffiah the Prince was cu! off 
as a facrifice, it was not for himfelf ; for he knew no fin. (2.) 
He mutt make an atonement for the people, by offering their fa- 
crifices. Now he was made a*High Prieft, he muft lay to 
heart the concerns of the people, and this as their great con- 
cern, Their reconciliation to God, and the putting away of fin 
which had feparated between them and God. He mutt make 
atonemeni, as the Lord commanded. See here the wonderful 
condefcenfion of the mercy of God; that he not only allows 
an atonoment to be made, but commands it; not only admits, 
but requires us to be reconciled to him. No room therefore is 
left to doubt, but that the atonement which is commanded will 
be accepted. eS) 


8 4 Aaron therefore went unto the altar, 


iE WY ri a eS 


Chap. IX. 


and flew the calf of the fin-offering, which was 
for himfelf. go And the fons of Aaron brought - 
the blood unto him: and he dipt his finger in 
the blood, and put 7¢ upon the horns of the al- 
tar, and poured out the blood at the bottom of 
the altar. 10 But the fat and the kidneys, 
and. the caul above the liver of the fin-offering 
he burnt upon the altar; as the Lorp com- 
manded Mofes.. rr And the flefh and the hide 
he burnt with fire, without the camp. 12 And 
he flew the burnt-offering; and Aaron’s fons 
prefented unto him the blood, which he fprink- 
led round about upon the altar. 13 And they 
prefented the burnt-offering unto him, with 

the pieces thereof, and the head: and he burnt 

them upon the altar. 14 And he did wath the 
inwards and the legs, and burnt ¢hem upon the 

burnt-offering on the altar. 15 ( And he 

brought the peoples offering, and took the goat 
which was the fin-offering for the people, and 
flew it, and offered it for fin, as the firft. .16 

And he brought the butnt-offering, and offer- 

ed it according to the manner. 17 And he 
brought the meat-offering, and took an‘ hand- 
ful thereof, and burnt 7¢ upon the altar, befide 

the burnt-facrifice of the morning. 18 He 

flew alfo the bullock and the ram, for a {facri- 
fice of peace-offerings, which was for the peo- 
ple: and Aaron’s fons prefented unto him the 
blood (which he fprinkled upon the altar round 
about), 19 And the fat of the bullock, and of 
the ram the rump, and that which covereth the. 
inwards, and the kidneys, and the caul adove . 
the liver. 20 And they put the fat upon the 

breafts, and he burnt the fat upon the altar: 
21 And the breatts and the right fhoulder Aa- 

ron waved for a wave-offering before the Lorp; 

as Mofes commanded. 22 And Aaron lift 

up his hand towards the people, and bleffed 

them; and came down from offering of the fin- 

offering, and the burnt-offering, and peace-of- 

ferings. 

Thefe being the firft offerings that ever were offered by the 
Levitical priefthood, according to the new-enaéted law of fa- 
crifices, the manner of offering them is particularly related, 
that it might appear how exaétly they agree with) the inftitu- 
tion. (1.) Aaron with his own hands flew the offering, ver. 
8. and did the work of the inferior priefts ; for as great as he 
was, he muft not think any fervice below him which he could 
do for the honour ot God: And-as Motes had fhewed him 
how to do this work decently and dextroufly, fo he fhewed 
his fons, that they might do likewife; for that is the beft wa 
of teaching, and thus parents fhou!d inflrué their children by 
example. _ Therefore, as Mofes before, fo Aaron now, offer- | 
ed fome of each of the feveral forts of facrifices that were ap~ 
pointed, whole rites differed, that they migit be shoroughly 
Juriifoed for every good work.  (2.) He offered thele besides 

the 
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the burnt-facrifice of the morning, which was every day offered 
firft, ver. 17. Note, Our accuftomed devotions morning and 
evening alone, and in our families, muft not be omitted upon 
any pretence whatfoever, no, not whea extraordinary fervices 
are to be performed ; whatever is added, thofe muft not be 
diminifhed. (3.) It is not clear, Whether, when it is faid he 
Furnt fach and fach parts of the facrifices upon the altar, ver. 
10, 14, 17, 20. the meaning is, that he burnt them immedi- 
ately with ordinary fire as formerly, or that he laid them upon 
the altar ready to be burnt with the fire from <heaven which 
they expected, ver. 21.: Or whether, as Bifhop Patrick thinks, 
he burnt the offerings for himfelf with ordinary fire ; but that 
when they were burnt out, he laid the people’s facrifices upon 
the altar, which were kindled and confumed by the fire of the 
Lord. I would rather conjeture, becanfe it is faid of all thefe 
facrifices, that he durnt them, (except the \burnt-offering for 
the people, of which yet it is faid that he offered: it according 
to the manner, ver. 16. which feems to be equivalent,) that he 
did kindle the fire to burn them; but that then the fire from 
the Lord faftened upon them, put out the fire that he had 
kindled, (as we know a greater fire puts out a leffer,) and 
fuddenly confumed the remainder, which the fire he had kind- 
led would have confumed flowly. (4.) When Aaron had done 
all that on his part was to be done about the facrifices, he L/t- 
ed up his hand toward the people, and bleffed them, ver. 22. 
This was one part of the prieft’s work; in which he was a 
type of Chrift, who came into the world to d/e/s us, and when 


he was parted from his difciples, at his afcenfion, lifted up his | 


hands, and bleffed them, and in them his whole church, of which 
they were the elders and reprefentatives, as the great High Prieft 
of our profeffion. Aaron lifted up his hand in blefling them, 
to intimate whence he defired and expected the blefling to 
come, even from Feaven, which is God’s throne: Aaron could 
but crave a blefling, it is God’s prerogative to command it. 
Aaron, when he had blefléd, came down; Chrift, when he 
bleffed, went up. ae 

23 And Mofes and Aaron went: into. the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation, and came out, 
and. blefied the people: and the glory of the 


Lorp appeared unto all the people. 


confumed upon the altar the burnt-offering, and 
the fat : which when all the people faw, they 
fhouted, and fell on their faces. 


We are not’ told what Mofes and Aaron went into the taber- 
nacle to do, ver. 23. Some of the Jewifh writers fay they 
went.in to. pray for the appearance of the Divine Glory. Moft 
probably they went in, that Mofes might inftruct’ Aaron how 
to do the fervice that was to be done there, burn incenfe, light 
the lamps, fet the fhew-bread, &c. that he might inftrv€. his 
fons init. But when they came out, they both joined in die/- 
jing the people, who ftand expeéting the promifed appearance 
of the Divine Glory; and now it was that they had what 
they waited for, when Mofes and. \aron concurred in pray- 
ing. Note, God’s manifeftations of himfelf and. his glory and 
grace are commonly given in anfwer to prayer. When Chrift 
, was praying, the heavens were opened,. Luke iii. 21. The 
glory of God appeared, not while the facrifices were in offer- 
ing, but when the priefts prayed; as, 2 Chron. v. 13. when 
they praifed God; which intimates, that the prayers and prai- 
fes of God’s fpiritual priefts are more pleafing to God than all 
burnt-offerings and facrifices.. 
Now when the folemnity was finifhed, the bleffing pronova- 


24 And’ 
- there came a fire out from before the Lorn, and 


ERP Vad oT sl GF S: os Sl gey 


ced, and the congregation ready to be difmiffed in the clofe of 
the day, then God teftified his acceptance, which gave them 
fuch fatisfa@tion as was well worth waiting for. 

Firlt, The glory of the Lord appeared unto all the people, ver. 
23. What the appearance of it was, we are not told; no 
doubt it was fuch as carriéd its own evidence along with it. 
That glory which fled the tabernacle, Exod. xl. 34, now 
fhewed itfelf at the door of the tabernacle to thofe that at- 
tended there; asa prince fhews himfelf to the expecting 
crowd, ta gratify them: God hereby ‘effified of their gifis,. ” 
and fhewed them that. he was worthy for whom they fhould 
do all this. Note, Thofe that diligently attend upon God in 
the way he has appointed, fhall have fuch a fight of his glory: 
as fhall be abundantly to their fatisfaction. ‘They that dwell 
in God’s houfe, with an eye of faith may behold the beauty of 
the Lord. 

Secondly, There came a fire out from before the Lord, and’ 
confumed the facrifice, ver. 24. Were the learned Bifhop Pa- 


. trick has a very. probable conjecture, that Mofes and Aaron 


{taid in the tabernacle till it was time to offer. the evening-facri- 
fice, which Aaron did; but it is not mentioned, becaufe it was 
done of courfe ;. and that was-it which the fire that’ came out 
from the Lord confumed. Whether this fre came from 
heaven, or out of the moft holy place, or from that vifible ap-- 
pearance of the glory of God, which all the people faw ; it 


. was.a manifeft token of God’s acceptance of their fervices ; as 


afterwards of Solomon’s facrifice, 2-Chron: vil. 1. and Elijah’s,. 
1 Kings xviii. 36. ; 

This fire did, [4s] Con/ume (or, as the word is, e ¢ up) 
the prefent facrifice. And two ways this was a teltimony of 
acceptance. iff, It fignified the twraing away of Gods wrath 
from them. God’s wrath is a confuming fire: This fire might 
juftly have faftened upon the people. and confumed them for 
their fins ; but its fa{tening upon the facrifice, and confuming 
that, fignified God’s acceptance of that as an atonement for the 
finner. 2dly, It fignified God’s entering into covenant and 
communion with them:.'They eat their part of the facrifice, and 
this fire of the Lord eat up his part; and thus he. did, as it 
were, fup with them, and they with him, Rev. tii. 20. : 

[2.] This fire did as it were take poffe/fion of the altar: ‘The 
fire was thus kindled in God’s houfe,. which: was. to continue 
as long as the houfe ftood, as we read before, chap. vi. 13. 
This alfo was a figure of good things to.come: 'The fpirit de- | 
fcended upon the apollies in fire, A&s ii..3.3 fo: ratifying their 
commiflion, as this here did the priefts. . And the defcent of 
the holy fire into-our fouls, to kindle in them pious and de-. 
vout affections towards God, and fuch a holy zeal as burns up 
the flefh and the lufts of it,.is a certain token of God’s gracious 
acceptance of our perfons and performances. That redounds 
to God’s glory,.which is the work of his own grace in us.- 
Hereby «e know that we dwell in God, and God in us, becaufe. 
he hath. thus given us of his Spirit, 1 John iv. 13. Now from 
henceforward, (1.) All their facrifices and incenfe mutt: be of- 
fered with this fire. Note, Nothing comes to God but» what 
comes from him. - We muft have grace, that holy fire, from 
the God of grace, elfe we cannot férve him acceptably, Heb. 
xii. 28. (2.) The priefts muft keep it burning with conftant 
fupply of fuel; and the fuel mult be wood, the cleanelt fuel: 
Thus thofe.to whom God has given grace, muft take heed of 
quenching the Spirit. 

Lafily, We are here told how the people were affected with 
this difcovery of God’s glory and grace. ‘They received it, 
(1.). With the higheft joy: They /houted; fo ftirring, up them- 
felyes, and_one another, to a holy triumph, in the affurance now 
given them that they had God nigh unto them; whichis {poken 
of as the grandeur of their nation, Deut. iy..7. (2.) With 
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the loweft reverence: They fell on their faces: humbly ador- 
ing the majelty of that God, who vouchfafed thus to manifeft 
himfelf to them. That is a finful fear of God which drives 
us from him; a gracious fear makes us bow before him. Very 
good impreflions were made upon their minds for the prefent, 
but they foon wore off; as thofe commonly do, which are 
made by that which is only fenfible, while the influences of 
faith are durable. 


CT Sar ok. 

The flory of this chapter 1s as fad an interruption to the in- 
Sututions of the Levitical law, as that of the golden calf 
was te the account of the ercéting of the tabernacle. Here 
is, lL. The fin and death of Nadab and Abihu, the fons of 
Aaron, ver. 1, 2. Il. The quieting of Aaron under this 
fore affiidion, ver. 3. ILI. Orders given and obferved a- 
bout the funeral, and mourning, ver. 4,—7. IV. com- 
mand to the priefis not to drink wine when they went in 
to mintfier, ver. 8,—-11. V. The care Mofes took that 
they foould go on wiih their work notwithfanding this 
ruffle, Vet. 12,—20. 


ND Nadab and Abihu, the fons of Aaron, 
took either of them his cenfer, and put 


fire therein, and put incenfe thereon, and of- | 


fered ftrange fire before the Lorp, which. he 
commanded them not. 2 And there went out 
fire from the Lorp and devoured them, and 
they died before the Lorn. 


Here is, Fir, The great fin that Nadab and Abihu were 
-guilty of: And a great fin we muft call it, how little foever 
it appears in our eye, becaufe it is evident, by the punifhment 

of it, that it was highly provoking to the God of heaven, 
whofe judgment we are fure is according to truth. But what 
was their fin? All the account here given of it is, that they 
offered firange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them 
aot, ver. 1.3 and the fame, Numb. iti. 4. 

(1.] It doth not appear that they had any orders to durn 
incenfe at all at this time. It is true, their confecration was 
completed the day before ; and, as priefts, it was part of their 
work to ferve at the altar of incenfe: But it fhould feem the 
whole fervice of this folemn day of inauguration was to be 
performed by Aaron himfelf; for he flew the facrifices, chap. 
ix. 8, 15, 13.3 and his fons were only to attend him, ver. 9» 
12, 18.; therefore Mofes and Aaron only went into the taber- 
nacle, ver... 3. But Nadab and Abihu were fo proud of the 
honour they were newly. advanced to, and fo ambitious of do- 
ing the higheft and moft honourable part of their work pre- 
fently, that though the fervice of this day was extraordinary, 
and all done by particular direction from Mofes; yet without 
receiving orders, or fo much as afking leave ftom him, they 
took their cenfers, and they would enter’ into the tabernacle, 
at the door of which they thought they had attended long e- 
nough, and would burn incenfe. And then their offering flrange 
Jive is the fame with offering firange incenfe ; which is expref- 
fly forbidden, Exod. xxx. 9. Mofes, we may fuppofe, had 
the cuftody of the incenfe which was prepared for this pur- 
pofe, Exod. xxxix. 38. and they, doing this without his leave, 
had none of the incenfe which fhould have been offered, but 
common tncenfe ; {o that the fmoke of their incenfe came from 
a flrange fire. God had indeed required the priefts to burn 
incenfe ; but at this time it was what he commanded them not ; 
and fo their crime was like that of Uzziah the king, 2 Chron, 
xxvi. 16, The priefts were to burn incenfe only when i was 
their loty Luke i. 9.3 and at this time it was not ¢heirs. 


Lhe Vet Te 1 Ce eas 


bring a fin-offering, chap. iv. 2, 3. 


q 


[2.] Prefiming thus to burn incenfe of their own without 


otder, no marvel that they made a farther blunder; and in- | 


ftead of taking the fire from the altar, which was newly kind- 
led from before the Lord, and which from hence-forward mutt 
be ufed in offering both facrifice and incenfe, (Rev. vill. 5.) 


. they took eee probably from that with which the fleth 


of the peace-offering was boiled ; and this they made ufe of in 
burning incenfe. Not being holy fire, it is called frange fire 5 
and though not exprefsly forbidden, it was crime enough that 
God commanded it not: For, (as Bifhop Hall well obferves 
here, ) ‘ It is a dangerous thing, in the fervice of God to de- 
“« cline from his own inf{titutions; we have to do with a God 
‘ who is wife to prefcribe his own worfhip, juft to require 
‘ what he has prefcribed, and powerful to revenge what he 
‘has not prefcribed.’ 

[3-] Incenfe was always to be burned by one prieft at a 
time, but here they would both go in together to do it. ; 

[4] They did it ra/bly, and with precipitation. They 
Jmatched their cenfers, fo fome read it, in a brifk frolickfome 


"way, without due reverence and ferioufnefs. When all the 


people fell upon their faces before the glory of the Lord, they 


_ thought the dignity of their office -was fuch as to exempt them 


from fuch abafements. The familiarity they were admitted to, 
bred a contempt of the divine majefty; and, now they were 
priefts, they thought they might do what they pleafed. 

[5.] There is reafon to fufpeé they were drunk when they 
did it, becaufe of the law which was given upon this occafions 
yer. 8. They had been feafting upon the peace-offerings, and 
the drink-offerings that attended them; and fo their heads 
were light, or at leaft their hearts were merry with wine+ 
They drank, and forgot the law, (Prov. xxxi. 5.); and were 
guilty of this fatal mifcarriage. 

[6.] No doubt it was done prefumptuoufly ; for if it had 
been done through ignorance, they had been allowed the bene- 
fit of the law lately made, even for the priefts, that they fhould 
But the foul that doeth 

ought prefumptuoufly, and in contempt of God's majefty, au- 

thority, and juftice, that foul /hall be cut off, Numb. xv. 30. 

Secondly, The dreadful punifhment of this fin, ver. 2. There 
avent out fire from the Lord, and devoured them. ‘This fire 
which confumed the facrificers, came the fame way with that 
which had confumed the. facrifices, chap. ix. 24.: Which 
fhewed what juftice would have done to all the guilty people, 
if Infinite Mercy had not found and accepted a ranfom ; and 
if that frre {truck fuch an aweupon the people, much more 
would tdis.. Obferve, (1.) They died. Might it not have 
fufficed. if they had been only {truck with a leprofy, as Uzziah; 
or ftruck dumb, as Zechariah; and both by the altar of in- 
cenfe? No, they were both {truck dead. ‘The wages of this 
Jin was-death, (2.) They died fuddenly, in the very a&t of 
their fin, and had net time fo much as to cry, “ Lord have 
mercy upon us!”? Though God is long fuffering to us-ward, 
yet fom:times he makes quick work with finners ; fentence is 
executed fpeedily : Prefumptuous finners bring upon themfelves 
a fwift deflruétion, and are jultly denied even /pace to repent. 
(3.) They died before the Lord, i. e. before the vai! that co- 
vered the mercy-feat ; for even mercy itfelf will not fuffer its 
own glory to be affronted. 
Lord, died before him. Damned finners are faid to be tor- 


’ mented in the prefence of the Lamb; intimating, that he doth 


not interpofe on their behalf, Rev. xiv. ia, (4.) They died 
by fire as by fire they finned. They flighted the fire that came 
from before the Lord to confume the facrifices, and thought o- 
ther fire would do every jot as well; and now God juftly 
made them (fee/ the power of that fire which they did not re- 
verence. ‘hus they that hate to be refined by the fire of di- 
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vine grace, will undoubtedlybe ruined by the fire of divine wrath. 
Thefire did not burn them to afbes, as it had done the facrifices, 
nor fo much as finge their coats, ver. 5.3 but, like lightning, 
ftruck them dead in an inftant. _ By. thefe different effedts of 
the fame fire, God would fhew that it was no common fire, 
but kindled Ay the breath of the Almighty, Ua. xxx. 33. (5.) 
Itis twice taken notice of in Scripture that, they died childlefs, 
Numb. tit. q. and 1 Chron. xxiv. 2. By their. prefamption 
they had reproached God’s name; and God juttly blotted out 
their names, and laid that honour in the duft which they were 
proud of. 

But why did the Lord deal thus feverely with them ? Were 


they not the fons of Aaron, the faint of the Lord ? nephews 


to Mofes, the great favourite of heaven? Was not the holy 
anointing oil {prinkled upon them, as men whom God had fet 
apart for himfelf? Had they not diligently attended during 
the feven days of their confecration, and kept the charge of the 
Lord ? and might not that atone for this rafhnefs ? Would it not 
excufe them that they were young men, as yet unexperienced 
in thefe fervices; that it was the firft offence, and done in a 
tranfport of joy for their elevation And befides, never could 
men be worle fpared. A great deal of work was now lately 
cut out for the priefts to do, and the priefthood was.confined 
to Aaron and his feed. He has but four fons: If two of 
them die, there will not be hands enough to do the fervice of 
the tabernacle ; if they die chi/dle/s, the houfe of Aaron will 
become weak and little, and the priefthood will be in danger 
of being loft for want of heirs. But none cf all thefe confi- 
derations fhall ferve, either to excufe the offence or bring off 
For, 

1. The fin was greatly aggravated. It was a manifeft con- 
tempt of Mofes, and the divine law that was given by Mofes. 
Hitherto it had been exprefsly obferved concerning every thing 
that was done, That they did it as the Lord commanded Mo- 
fess; in oppofition to which, it is here faid, They did that 
which the Lord commanded them not: but they did it of their 
own heads. God,was now teaching his people obedience, and 
to do every thing dy rule, as become -fervants; for prie/s, 
therefore, to break rules, and dsfobey, was fuch a provocation 
as mult by no means yo unpunijhed. ‘Their character made 
their fin more exceeding finful: For the fons of Aaron, his 


_ eldeft fons, whom God had chofen to be immediate attendants 


upon him, for them to be guilty of fuch a piece of prefump- 


_ tion, it cannot be fuffered. There was in their fin a contempt 


of God’s glory, which had now newly appeared in fire: as if 
that fire were needlefs, they had as good of their own before. 

2. Their punifhment was a piece of neceflary juftice, now 
It is of threat- 
ened in the law, that fuch and fuch offenders fhould be cut off 
from their people ; and here God explained the threatening, 


-with a witnefs.. Now the laws con¢erning the facrifices were 


newly made ; left any fhould be tempted to think lightly of 
them, becaufe they defcended to many circum{tances which 
feemed every minute; thefe that were the firft tranfgreffors 
were thus punifhed for warning to others, and to thew how 
jealous God .is in the matters of his worfhip: ‘Thus he mag- 
nified the law, and made it honourable; and let his. priefts 
know, that the caution which fo often occurs in the laws con- 


cerning them, “ that they muft do fo, that they die not,” was ~ 


not a mere bugbear, but fair warning of their danger, if they 
did the work of the Lord zegligently. And no doubt this ex- 
emplary piece of juftice .at firlt, prevented many irregularities 


afterwards. Thus Ananias and Sapphira were punifhed, 


when they prefumed to lic to the Holy Ghoft, that newly- 


i _ defcended fire. 


Laftly, As the peoples falling into idolatry, prefently after 
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the moral law was given, fhews the weaknefs of the law, and 
its infufficiency to take away fin, fo the fin and punifhment of 
thefe priefts fhewed the imperfeétion of that priefthood from 
the very beginning, and its inability to fhelter> any from the 
fire of God’s wrath, otherwife than as it was typical of Chrift’s 


priefthood, in the execution of which there never was, nor can 


be any irregularity or falfe ftep taken. 


3 Then Mofes faid unto Aaron, this is zt that 
the Lorp{pake, faying, I will be fan@iified in them 
that come nigh me, and before all the people 


’ I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace. 


4 And Mofes called Mithael and Elzaphan, 
the fons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and faid 
unto them, Come near, carry your brethren 
from before the fanctuary out of the camp. 5 


So they went near, and carried them in their 


coats out of the camp; as Mofes had faid. 6 
And Mofes faid unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar, 
and unto Ithamar his fons, Uncover not your 
heads, neither rend your clothes; leit you die, 
and left wrath come upon all the people: but 
let your brethren, the whole houfe of Ifrael, be- 
wail the burning which the Lorp hath kindled. 
7 And ye fhall not go out from the door‘ of 


the tabernacle of the congregation, left you | 


die: for the anointing oil of the Lorp zs upon 
you. And they did according to the word of 
Mofes. 


We may well think, when Nadab and Abihu were ftruck 
with death, all about them were {truck with horror, and every 
face as well as theirs gathered blacknefs: A mighty confterna- 
tion, no doubt, feized them, and they were all ‘full of confu- 
fion. But whatever the reft were, Mofes was compofed, and 
knew what he faid and did; was not di/pleafed, as David was in a 
like cafe, 2 Sam. vi. 8. But though it touched him in a very 
tender part, and was a dreadful damp to one of the greateit 
joys he ever knew ; yet he kept poflefhon of his own foul, and 
took care to keep good order, and a due decorum in the fanc- 
tuary. , 

Fish, He endeavours to paeify Aaron, and to keep him in 
a good frame under this fad difpenfation, ver. 3. Moles was 
a brother that was born for adverfity; and has taught us, by 


his example, with feafonable counfels and comforts to /upport . 


the weak, and firengthen the feeble-minded. Obferve here, 

[1.] What it was that Mofes fuggefted to his poor brother 
upon this occafion: This is it that the Lord fpake. Note, 1. 
The moft quieting confiderations under affliction, are thofe that 
are fetched from the word of God. So and fo the Lord hath 
Jaid, and itis not for us to gainfay it. 2. In all God’s provi- 
dences it is good to obferve the fulfilling of fcripture, and to 
compare God’s word and his works together; which if we 
do, we fhall find an admirable harmony and agreement between 
them, and that they mutually explain and illuftrate each other. 
But, 

1. Where did God fpeak this? We do not find the very 
words; but to this purpofe he had faid, Exod. xix. 22. Let 
the priefts which come near unto ihe Lord, fandify themfelves, 
Indeed the whole feope 
and. tenor of this law fpake this, ‘That being a holy God, and 
a fovereign Lord, he muft always be worfhipped with hohneds 


3C and 


: 


386 


and reverence, and exaéily atcording to his own appointment; 
and if any jeft with him, it is at their peril. Much has been 
faid to this purpofe: as, Exod. xxix. 43, 44. and xxxiv. 14, 
Ley. vill. 35. 


2. What was it that God fpake? It is this; (the Lord by 


his grace fpeak it to all our hearts!) J will be fandtified in 
them that come nigh me, whoever they are, and before all the 
people I will be glorified. Note, (1.) Whenever we worfhip 
God, we come xigh unto him, as fpiritual priefts. 
deration ought to make us very reverend and ferious in all acts 
of devotion, That in them we approach to God, and prefent 
ourfelves Jefore him,  (2.) It concerns us all, when we come 
nigh to God, to /anéify him ; that is, to give him the praife 
of his holinefs ; to perform every religious exercife, as thofe 
that believe the God with whom we have to do isa holy God, 
a God of fpotlefs purity and tranfcendent perfection, Ifa. viii. 
13. (3-) When we /ancdify God, we glorify him: For his 
holinefs is his glory ; and when we fanctify him in our folemn 
affemblies, we glorify him before all the people, confefling our 
own belief of his glory, and defirmg that others alfo may be 
affected with it. (4.) If God be not fanétified and glorified 
By us, he will be fanétified and glorified upon us: He will take 
vengeance on thofe that profane his facred: name by trifling with 
him. If his rent be not paid, it fhall be diftrained for. 

3. But what was this to the prefent cafe? What was there in 
this to quiet Aaron? Two things: (1.) This mult filence him, 
That his fons deferved their death; for they were thus cut off 
from their people, becaufe they did not fanctify and glorify God. 
The aéts of neceflary juftice, how hard foever they may feem 
to bear upon the perfons concerned, are not to be complained 
of, but fubmitted to. (2.) This mult /atisfy him, that the 
death of his fons redounded to the honour of God, and his 
impartial juftice would for it be adored throughout all ages. 

[2.] What good effeéts this had upon him: Aaron held his 
peace; i. e. he patiently fubmitted to the holy will of God in 
this fad providence; was dumb, and opened not his mouth, be- 
caufe God did it. Something he was ready to fay, by way of 
complaint, as lofers think they may have leave to fpeak; but 
he wifely fuppreffed it, aid his hand upon his mouth, and faid 
nothing, for fear left he thould ofénd with his tongue, now his 
Zeart was hot within him. Note, (1.) When God correéts us 
or ours for fin, it is our duty to be filent under the correétion: 
Not to quarrel with God, arraign his juftice, or charge him 

with folly ; but to acquiefce in all that God doth; not only 
bearing, but accepting the punifhment of iniquity, and faying as 
Eh, in a cafe not much unlike this here, /¢ is the Lord, let him 
do what feemeth him good, 1 Sam. iii. 18. If our children have 
finned againf} God, (2s Bildad puts the cafe, Job viii. 4.) and 
he have caft them away for their tranfgreffion, though it mutt 
needs be grievous to think that the children of our Jove fhould 
be the children of God’s wrath, yet we muft awfully adore the 
divine juftice, and make no exceptions again{t its proceffes. 
(2.) The moft effectual argunients to quiet a gracious fpirit 
under afflitions, are thofe that are fetched from God’s glory: 
This filenced Aaron. It is true, he is a lofer in. his comforts 
by this fevere execution 5 but Mofes has fhewed him thatGod 
is a gainer in his glory, and therefore he has not a word to fay 
againit it: If God be fundified, Aaron is fatisfed. Far be it 
from him that he fhould honour his fons more than God; or with 
that God’s name, or houfe, or law, fhould be expofed to: re- 
proach or contempt, for the preferving of the reputation of his 
family: No; now, as well as in the matter of the golden calf, 
Levi doth not acknowledge his brethren, nor know his own 
children ; and therefore they /hould teach Facob thy judgments, 
and Ifrael thy law, Deut. xxxiii. 9, 10. Minifters and their 
families are fometimes exercifed with fore trials, that they may 
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be examples to the believers, of patience, and refignation to God, 
and may comfort others with that with which they themfelves | 
have been comforted. . 

Secondly, Mofes gives orders about the dead bodies. It was 
not fit they fhould be left to lie where they fell: Yet their own 
father and brethren, the amazed fpetators of this difmal trage- 
dy, durft not offer to lift them up, no, not to fee whether there 
were any life left in them; they muft neither be diverted from, 
nor disfitted for the great work that was now upon their hands. 
Let the dead bury their dead; but they muft go on with their 
fervice: i. e. Rather let the dead be unburied, if there be no~ 
body elfe to do it, than that work for God fhould be left un- 
But Mofes takes 
care of this matter, that though they died by the hand of juf- 
tice in the act of fin, yet they fhould be decently buried, and. 
they were fo, ver. 4, 5. 

[1.] Some of their neareft relations were employed in it, 
who were coufin-germans to their father, and are here named, 
who would perform this office with tendernefs and refpeét. 
They were Levites only, and might not have come into the 
fanctuary, no, not upon fuch an occafion as this, if they had 
not had a fpecial command for it. 

[2.] They carried them out of the camp to be buried. So 
far were they from burying them in the place of worthip, or 
the court of it, according to our modern ufage, though they 
died there, that they did not bury them, nor any of their dead 
within the lines of their camp ; as afterwards their burying-pla- 
ces were out of their cities. The tabernacle was pitched in 
the midft of the camp, fo that they could not carry thofe dead 
priefts to their graves, but they muft carry them through one 
of the {quadrons of the camp; and doubtlefs it was a very aw-. 
ful affecting fight to the people. The names of Nadab and A- 
bihu were become very great and honourable among them: 
None more talked of, nor more expected to appear abroad af-- 
ter the days of their confecration, to receive the honours and. 
carefles of the crowd, who ufed to adore the rifing fun; and 
next to Mofes and Aaron, who were old and going off, Nadab 
and Abihu (who had been in the mount with God, Exod. 
Xxiv. I.) were looked upon as the great favourites of heaven, 


‘and the hopes of their people: And now of a fudden, when 


{carce the tidings of the event had reached their ears, to fee 
them both carried out dead, with the vifible marks of divine 
vengeance upon them, as facrifices to the juftice of God, they 
could not chufe but to cry out, Who is able to fland againft this 
holy Lord God ? + Sam. vi. 20. 
[3-] They carried them out (and it is likely buried them) 
in their coats, the garments of their priefthood, which they had. 
lately put on, and perhaps were too proud of. ‘Thus the im- 
partiality of God’s juftice was proclaimed ; and all the people 
were made to know, that even priefts garments would not pro- 
tet an offender from the wrath of God. And it was eafy to. 
argue, If ¢hey efcape not when they tranfgrefs, can we expect. 
to go unpunifhed ? and the priefs clothes being fo foon made. 
grave-clothes, might intimate, both that the Jaw worketh death, . 
and that in procefs of time that priefthood itfelf fhould be adoe.: 


| lifbed, and buried in the grave of the Lord Jefus. 


Thirdly, He gives dire€tions about the mourning. 

1. That the prigfs muf? not mourn: Aaron and his two fare - 
viving fons, though fad in fpirit, muft not ufe any outward. ex-- 
preflions of forrow upon this fad occafion, nor fo much as fol- 
low the corpfe one ftep from the door of the tabernacle, ver... . 


_ 7. Itwas afterwards forbidden to the high prieft to ufe.the ce- 


remonies of mourning for the death of any friend whatfoevery.. - 
though it were a father or mother, Lev: xxi. 11.;, yet it was: 


_allowed at the fame time to the inferior-priefts, to mourn for 


their near relations, ver. 25 3.. But here it was forbidden both. 
tO: 
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_ in-waiting, doing a great work, which mutt by no means cea/e, 
Neh. vi. 3.3 and it was very much for the honour of God, 
that their attendance on him fhould take place of thetr refpeéts 
to their neareft relations, and that all fervices fhould give way 
to thofe of their miniftry. By this they muft make it appear, 
that they had a greater value and_affection for their God and 
their work, than for the beft friend they had in the world; as 

~ Chrift did, Matth. xii. 47, 48. And we are hereby taught, 
when we are ferving God in holy duties, to keep our minds, 

-as. much as may be, intent and engaged; and not fuffer them 
to be diverted by any worldly thoughts, or cares, or paflions. 
‘Let us always attend upon the Lord without diftraétion. (2.) 
Their brethren were cut off for their tranfgreflion, by the im- 


mediate hand of God; and theréfore they muft not mourn for ° 


them, left they fhould feem to countenance the fin, or impeach 
the juftice of God in the punifhment. Inftead of lamenting 
their own lofs, they muft be wholly taken up in applauding the 
fentence, and fubfcribing to the equity of it. Note, The pub- 
lic concerns of God’s glory ought to lie nearer our hearts than 
any private affections of our own. Obferve, How Mofes 
frightens them into this fubmiffion, and holds the rod over them 
to ftill their crying, ver. 6.: Left you die likewife; and lef 
wrath come upon all the people, who may be in danger of fuf- 
fering for your irreverence and difobedience, and ungoverned 
paffions ; and again, ver. 7. Leff you die. See here what ufe 
we are to make of the judgments of God upon others; we mutt 
double our guard over ourfelves, /ef we likewife perifh. The 
death, efpecially the fudden death, of others, inftead of moving 
our paflion, fhould compofe us into a holy reverence of God, a 
cautious feparation from all fin, and a ferious expedation of 
our own death. The reafon given them is, becaufe the anoint- 
ing oil of your God is upon you; the honour of which mutt be 
carefully preferved, by your doing the duty of your office with 
cheerfulnefs. Note, Thofe that through grace have received 
the anointing, ought not to difturb themfelves with the forrow 
of the world, which worketh death. It was very hard, no 
doubt, for Aaron and his fons to contain themfelves upon fuch 
an extraordinary occafion from inordinate grief; but reafonand 
grace maftered the paflion, and they bore the affliction with an 
obedient patience: They did according to the word of Mofes, 
.becaufe they knew it to be the word of God. ‘Happy they 
who thus are themfelves under God’s government, and have 
their paflions under their own government ! 
2. The people muf? mourn. Let the whole houfe of Ifrael be- 
wail the burning which the Lord hath kindled. "The congre- 
. gation muft lament, not only the lofs of their priefts, but efpe- 
cially the difpleafure ef God, which appeared in it. They muft 
bewail the burning that was kindled, that it might not burn 
farther. Aaron and his fons were in danger of being too much 
affeGed with the providence, and therefore they are forbidden 
* to mourn: The houfe of J/rael were in danger of being zoo little 
affeéted with it, and therefore they are commanded to lament. 
Thus nature muft always be’governed by grace, according as it 
needs to be either conflrained or reffrained. 


8 | And the Lorp fpake unto Aaron, fay- 
img, 9 Do not drink wine nor ftrong drink, 
thou, nor thy fons with thee, when ye go into 
the tabernacle of the congregation; Jef ye die: 
it foali be a ftatute for ever throughout your ge- 
nerations: 16 And that ye may put difference 

between holy and unholy, and between unclean 
_ and clean: 11 And that ye may teach the chil- 
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~ to Aaron and his fons ; becaufe, (1.) They were now actually 


dren of Ifrael all the ftatutes which the Lozp 
hath fpoken unto them by the hand of Mofes. 


Aaron having been very obfervant of what God faid to him 
by Mofes, now God doth him the honour to {peak to him im- 
mediately, yer. 8. The Lord /pake unto Aaron ; and the rather, 
becaufe what was now to be faid, Aaron might perhaps have 
taken amifs from Mofes, as if he had fufpeéted him to have 
been a gluttonous man, and a wine-biber ; {fo apt are we to re- 
fent cautions as accufations: Therefore God faith it himfelf 
to him, Do not drink wine, nor firong drink, when-ye go into 
the tabernacle; And this at their peril; /e/? se die, ver. g. Pro-. 


‘bably, they had feen the ill effet of it in Nadab and Abihu, 


and therefore muft take warning by them. 

Obferve here, 1. The prohibition itfelf: Do not drink wine 
nor firong drink. At other times they were allowed it; it was 
not expected that every prieft fhould be a Nazarite: But du- 
ring the time of their miniftration they were forbidden it. This 
was one of the laws in Ezekiel’s temple, Ezek. xliv. 21.; 
and fo it is required of gofpel-minifters, that they be not given 
to. wine, 1 Tim. ili. 3. Note, Drunkennefs is bad in any, but 
it is efpecially fcandalous and pernicious in minifters, who of 
all men ought to have the cleareft heads, and the cleanef? hearts. 

2. The penalty annexed to the prohibition, Le? ye die: 
“ Leff ye die when ye are in drink, and fo that day-come upon 
you unawares,” Luke xxi. 34.3 or ‘© Left ye do that which 
will make you liable to be cut off by the hand of God.” The 
danger of death we are continually in, fhould engage us to be 
fober, 1 Pet. iv. 7. Itis pity it fhould ever be ufed for the 
fupport of licentioufaefs, as it is by thofe who argue, Let us eat 
and drink, for to-morrow we die. 

3. The reafons afligned for this prohibition: They mutt 
needs be fober, elfe they could not duly difcharge their office ; 
they will be in danger of erring through wine, Ma. xxviii. 7. 
They muft be fure to, keep fober, (1.) That they might be 
able to di/lingui/b themfelves in their miniltrations, between that 
which was facred, and that which was’ common, and might ne- 
ver confound them, ver. 10. It concerns the Lord’s mini- 
{ters to put a difference between holy and unholy, both things 
and perfons, that they may feparate detqween the precious and the 
vile, Jer. xv. 19. (2.} That they might be able to teach the 
people, ver. 11.; for that was a part of the prieft’s work, Deut, 
XXX. 0.3 and thofe that are addiéted: to drunkennefs are 
very unfit to teach. people God’s ftatutes, both becaufe they that 
live after the flefh can have no experimental acquaintance with 
the things of the Spirit, and becaufe fuch teachers pull down 
with.one hand what they build up with the other. 


12 § And Mofes fpake unto Aaron, and un- 
to Eleazar and unto Ithamar his fons that were 
left, Take the meat-offering that remaineth of 
the offerings of the Lorp made by. fire, and eat 
it without leaven befide the altar: for it ir moft 
holy. 13 And ye fhali eat it in the holy place, 
becaufe it 7s thy due and thy fons due of the 
facrifices of the Lorp made by fire: for fo Lam 
commanded. 14 And the wave-breaft and 
heave-fhoulder fhall ye eat in a clean place ; 
thou, and thy fons, and thy daughters with 
thee ; for they be thy due, and thy fons due, , 
which are given out of the facrifices of peace- — 
offerings of the children of Ifrael. 15 The 
heave-fhoulder and the wave-breaft fhall they 

2C2 : bring, 
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bring, with the offerings made by fire of the 
fat, to wave it for a wave-offering before the 
Lorp, and it fhall be thine, and thy fons with 
thee, by a ftatute for ever; as the Lorn hath 
commanded. 169 And Mofes diligently fought 
the goat of the fin-offering, and behold it was 
burnt: and he was angry with Eleazar and I- 
thamar, the fons of Aaron, which were left a- 
live, faying, 17 Wherefore have ye not eaten 
the fin-offering in the holy place, feeing it is 
moft holy, and God hath given it you to bear 
the iniquity of the congregation, to make atone- 
ment for them before the Lorp? 18 Behold, 
the blood of it was not brought in, within the 
holy place: ye fhould indeed have eaten it in 
the holy place,as I commanded. 19 And Aa- 
ron faid unto Mofes, Behold, this day have they 
offered their fin-offering, and their burnt-offer- 
ing before the Lorn; and fuch things have be- 
fallen met and if I had eaten the fin-offering 
to-day, fhould it have been accepted in the fight 
of the Lorp? 20 And when Mofes heard that, 
he was content. 


Mofes is here directing Aaron to go on with his fervice af- 
ter this interruption. Afflictions fhould rather quicken us to 
eur duty, than take us off from it. Obferve, ver. 12. he fpake 
unto Aaron, and to his fons that were left. The notice taken 
of their furvivorfbip intimates, 1. That Aaron fhould take 
comfort under the lofs of two of his fons from this confidera- 
tion, That God had gracioufly fpared him the other two; and 
he had reafon to be thankful for the remnant that was left, that 
all his fons were not dead; and, in token of his thankfulnefs 

_to God, to go on chearfully in his work. 2. That God’s fpa- 
ring them fhould be an engagement on them to proceed in his 
fervice, and not to fly off from it. Here were four priefts 
confecrated together ; two were taken: away, and two left; 


therefore the two that were lefi fhould endeavour to fill up the - 


places of them that were gone, by double care and diligence in 
the fervices of the priefthood. 

Now, Firft, Mofes repeats the directions he had formerly: 
given them about eating their fhare of the facrifices, ver. 12,—=. 
15. The priefts muft learn, not only to put a difference betaveen 
the holy and the unholy, as.they had been taught, vers 10. but 
alfo to diftinguifh between that which was moff holy and.that 
which was only oly, of the things they were to eats That 
part of the meat-offering which remained to the: prieft*was mo/t 
holy, and therefore muft-be eaten in the courts of the taberna~ 
cle, and by Aaron’s fons only, ver..12, 13.. But. the breatt 
and fhoulder of the peace-offerings might be eaten in any decent: 
place out of the courts of the tabernacle, and by the daughters 
of their families: The meat-offerings being annexed to the 
burnt-offerings, were intendéd only and wholly for the glory 
of God, but the peace-offerings were ordained for the further- 
ance of mens joy and comfort; the former therefore were the 
more facred, and to be had more in veneration... This diftinc- 
tion the priefts mult carefully obferve, and take heed of making 
any blunders. Mofes doth not pretend to give any reafons for 
this difference, but refers himfelf to his in{tructions ; for fo am 
L commanded, ver. 13. ‘This. was reafon.enough: He had, 
received. of the Lord all that. he delivered unio them, 1 Cor. 
Al, 23> 2 
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Secondly, He inquires concerning one deviation from the - 


- will of Ged. in the affiGion. 


RS 


Chap. x. 


appointment, which it feems had happened upon this occafion, 
which was this: There was a goat to be facrificed as a_/in-of- 
fering for the people, chap. ix. 15. Now the law of the fin- 
offering was, That if the blood of them were brought into the 
holy place, as that of the fin-offering for the prieft was, then: 
the fleth was to be burnt without the camp; otherwife, it was: 
to be eaten by the prieft in the holy place, chap. vi. 30.. The: 
meaning of which is here explained, ver. 17. That the priefts 
did hereby dear the iniquity of the congregation ; 1. e. they were: 
types of him who was to be made fin for us, and on whom: 
God would lay the iniquity of us all. Now the blood of this: 
goat was not brought ito the holy place, and yet it feems it was. 
burnt without the camp. : 
Now obferve here, [1.] The gentle reproof Mofes gives to: 
Aaron and his fons for this irregularity. Here again Aaron’s 
fons are faid to be thofe that were left alive, ver. 16. who 
therefore ought to take warning; and Mofes was angry with: 
them. ‘Though he was the meekeft man in the world, it feems 
he could be angry 3 and when he thought God was difobeyed. 


and difhonoured, and the prie{thood endangered, he would be: . 


angry. Yet obferve how very mildly he deals with Aaron and 
his fons, confidering their prefent affliction. He only tells them, 
They ould indeed have eaten it in the holy place ; but is willing: 
to hear what they have to fay for themfelves, being loth to: 
Jpeak to the grief of thofe whom God had wounded, 

[2.] The plaufible excufe which Aaron makes for this mif= 
take. Mofes charged the fault wpon Eleazar and Ithamary. 
ver. 16.3 but it is likely what they did; was by Aaron’s di-. 
rection, and therefore he apologized for it. He might have. 
pleaded that this was a /in-offering for the congregation ; and if. 
it had been a bullock, it muft have been wholly burnt, chap. iv. 
21. and therefore why not now it was a goat? But it feems it. 


' was otherwife ordered at this tirne, and therefore he makes his. 


affliction his excufe, ver. 19. Obferve, [1.] How he fpeaks. 
of affliction, Such things bave befallen me ;—fuch fad things, 
which could not but go near his heart, and:make it very heavy~. 
He was a high prieft taken from among men, and could not put. 
off natural affe€tion then, when he put on the holy garments. 
He held his peace, ver. 3.3 yet his forrow was flirred; as Da- 
vid’s, Pfal. xxxix. 2. Note, There may be a deep fenfe of 
affliction even there, where there is a fincere refignation to the 
“* Such things as never befel me 
before; and as 1 little expected now: My fpirits cannot but. 
fink, when I fee my family finking: I muft needs be heavy, 
when God is angry. Thus it is eafy to fay a great deal to. 
aggravate an affliction; but it is better to fay litle. (2.) How, 
he makes that an excufe for his varying from the appointment. 
about the fin-offering. He could not have caten it but in bis 
mourning, and with a forrowful {pirit; and~cvowld that have 
been accepted: He doth not plead, That his heart was fo full 
of grief, he had no {tomach to it; but, That he feared it would: 


not be accepted. Note, 1. Acceptance with God is the great. 


thing we fhould defire and aim at in all our religious fervices,. 


particularly in the Lord’s fupper, which is our eating of the 
2. The forrow of the world is a very great: hin-. 
~drance to our acceptable performance of holy-duties ; both as 


fin-offering. 


it is difcompofing to ourfelves, takes off our chariot-wheels, and. 
makes us drive heavily, 1 Sam. i..7, 8.5 and as it is difpleafing 


to God, whofe’ will itis that we fhould ferve him chearfully, 
Deut. xi. 7. Mourners bread was polluted, Hof. ix. 4. See. 


Mal. ii. 13... 


[3-.] Mofes acquiefces in the excufe, ver. 20. He was con« 


tent. Perhaps he thought it juftified what they had done: God 


had provided, that what could not be eaten might be burnt. 
-Our unfitnefs for duty, when it is natural, and not finful, will 


have. 


Chap: XL 


have great allowances made for it; and God will have mercy, 
and not facrifice. 
nuate the fault: The /pirit indeed was willing, but the flefhb was 
weak. God by Mofes fhewed that he confidered his frame. 
It appeared that Aaron fincerely aimed at God’s acceptance ; 
and thofe that do fo with an upright heart, fhall find he is not 
extreme to mark what they do amifs. Nor mult we be fevere 
in our animadverfions upon. every miftake, confidering ourfelves, 


LA we alfa be tempted. 
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The ceremonial law is deferibed by the apoftle, (Heb. ix. 9. 
10.) to confit not only in gifts and facrifices, which hither- 
to have been treated of in this book; but in meats and 
drinks, and divers wathings from ceremonial uncleannef: : 
The laws concerning which begin with this chapter ; 
which puts a difference between fome forts of flefh-meat 


- and others, allowing fome to be eaten as clean, and far- 


bidding others as unclean. There is one hind of flesh of 
men. Nature ftartles at the thought of eating that; and 
none do tt but fuch as are arrived at the highe/l degree of 
barbarity, and are become but one remove from brutes: 
Therefore there needed no law again that. But there 
ts another kind of fle/h of bealts, concerning which the 
law dire&s here, ver. 1,—8.; another of fifhes, ver. 9,— 
12.; another of birds, ver. 13,—19.; and another of 
creeping things, which are diftinguifhed into two forts, 
flying creeping things, ver. 20,-—28. and creeping things 
upon the earth, ver. 29,—-43. dad the law concludes 
with the general rule of bolinefs, and reafans for tt, ver. 
44;—47. ; 
ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, and to 
fr Aaron, faying unto them, 2 Speak unto 
the children of Ifrael, faying, Thefe are the 
beafts which ye fhall eat among all the beatts 
that are on the earth. 3 Whatioever parteth 
the hoof, and is cloven-footed, and cheweth the 
cud among the beafts, that fhall ye eat. 4 Ne- 


_verthelefs, thefe fhall ye not eat, of them that 


chew the cud, or of them that divide the hoof: 
as the camel, becaufe he cheweth the cud, but 
divideth not the hoof: he zs unclean unto you. 
5 And the coney, becaufe he cheweth the cud, 
but divideth not the hoof: he zs unclean unto 
you. 6 And the hare, becaufe he cheweth the 
cud, but: divideth not the hoof: he zs unclean 
unto you. 7 And the fwine, though-he divide 
the hoof, and be cloven-footed; yet he chew- 
eth not the cud: he zs unclean to you. 8 Of 
their flefh fhall ye not eat, and their carcafe 
fhall ye not touch: they are unclean to you. 
Now Aaron was confecrated an high prieft over the houfe 
of God; God fpake to sim with Mofes, and appoints them 
both as joint commiflioners to deliver his will to the people. 
He fpake both to Mofes and Aaron about this matter; for it 
was particularly required of the priefts, that they fhould put a 
difference between clean and unclean, and teach the people to 


do fo. 
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At leaft he thought it did very much exte- | 


After the flood God entered into covenant with Noah: 
and his fons, he allowed them to cat flefh, Gen. ix. 3. where~ 
as before they were confined to the produds of the carth. But. 
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the liberty allowed to the fons of Noah is here limited to the 
fons of Lfracl. They might eat flefh, but not all kinds of 
flefh ; Some they mutt look upon as unclean, and forbidden to 
them ; others as clean, and allowed them. The law in this 
matter is both very particular, and very firié. But what rea- 
fon can be given for this law? Why may not God’s people 
have as free an ule of all the creatures as other people? [1.} 
It is reafon enough, that God would have it fo: His will, as 
it is law fufficient, fo it is reafon fuficient ; for his will is his 
wifdom. He faw good thus to try and exercife the obedience 
of his people, not only in the folemnities of his altar, but in 
matters of daily occurrence at their own table, that-there they 
might remember they were under authority. [hus God had 
tried the obedience of man in innocency, by forbidding him 
to eat of one particular tree. [2.] Moft of the meats forbid- 
did as unclean, are fuch as were really unwholefome, and not fit 
to be eaten; and thofe of them that we think wholefome e- 
nough, and ufe accordingly, as the coney, the hare, and the 
fwine, perhaps in thofe countries, and to their bodies, might be * 
hurtful: And then, God in this law did by them but as a wife 
and loving father doth by his children, whom he reftrains from 
eating that which he knows will make them fick. Note, The 
Lord is for the body ; and it is not only folly, but fin. againft 
God, to prejudife our health for the pleafing of our appetite. 
[3-] God would thus teach his people to diltinguifh them- 
felves from other people, not only in their religious worfhip, 
but in the common aétions of life. ‘Thus he would fhew them 
that they muft not be numbered among the nations. It fhould. 
feem, there had been before fome difference between the He- 
brews and other nations in their food, kept up by tradition 3 - 
for the Egyptians and they would not eat together, Gen. xliii. 
32. And even'before the flood there was a diftinStion of 
beafts into clean and not clean, Gen. vite 2.; which diftinétion’ 
was quite loft, with many other inftances of religion among 
the Gentiles: But by this law it is reduced to a certainty, 
and ordered to be kept up among the Jews; that thus, by ha-- 
ving a diet peculiar to themfelves, they might be kept from fa-~ 
miljar converfation with their idolatrous neighbours ; and might: 
typify God’s fpiritual Ifracl, who not in thefe little things, but: 
in the temper of their fpirits, and the courfe of their lives, ~ 
fhould be governed by a fober fingularity, and not to be con- 
formed to this world. The learned obferve further, ‘That 
moft of the creatures which by this law were to be abominated’ 
as unclean, were fuch as were had in mighty veneration among — 
the heathen, not fo much for food, as for divination, and fa~ 
crifice to their gods; and therefore tliofe are here mentioned 
as unelean, and an abomination, which yet they would not be- 
in any temptation to eat, that they might keep up a religious 
loathing of that which the Gentiles had a fuperftitious value 
for. The fwine, with the later Gentiles, was facred to Ve- 
nus, the owl to Minerva, the eagle to Jupiter, the dog to Hes. 
cate; €3c.; and all thefe are here made wacleen. 

Avs to the bealts, there is a general rule laid. down, That ~ 
thofe beafts which did both part the hoof, and chew the cud, 
were clean, and thofe only : "Uhey are particularly mentioned - 
in the repetition of this law, Deut. xiv 4, ¢.; where it appears - 
they had. variety enough allowed them, and needed not to com- - 
plain of the confinement they were under. Thofe beafts that 
did not both chew the cud and divide the hoof, were unclean : 
by which rule the flefh of f{wine, and of hares, and of rabbits, . 
were prohibited to them, though, commonly ufed among us. ~ 
Therefore, particularly at the eating of any of.thefe, we fhould . 
give thanks for the liberty granted us by the gofpel in this 
matter ; .which teacheth us, that every creature of God ts good, , 
and we are to call nothing common or unclean. Some obferve 
a fignificancy in the rule laid down here for them to diftinguith - 


by, » 
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by, or at leaft think it may be alluded to. . Meditation, and 
other acts of devotion, done by the hidden man of the heart, 
may be fignified by the chewing of the cud, digefting our fpiri- 
tual food ; juftice and charity towards men, and the ats’ of 
a good converfation, may be fignified by the dividing of the 
hoof : Now either of thefe without the other will not ferve to 
recommend us to God, but both muft go together; good af- 
feétions in the heart, and good works in the life: If either be 
wanting, we are not clean, furely we are not clean. Of all the 
creatures here forbidden as unclean, none has been more dread- 


EN 
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ed and detefted by the-pious Jews, than fwines flefh. Many - 


were put to death by Antiochus becaufe they would not eat 
it. 
to, and therefore poffeffed themfelves and their children with 


This probably they were moft in danger of being tempted ~ 


a particular antipathy to it, calling it not by its proper name, 


but aflrange thing. It fhould feem the Gentiles ufed it fu- 
perftitioufly, Ifa. Ixv. 4. They eat wines flefos and therefore 
God. forbids all ufe of it to his people, left they fhould learn 
of their neighbours to make that ill ufe of it. Some fuggett, 
that the prohibiton of thefe beafts, as unclean, was intended to 


‘be a caution to the people againft the ill qualities of thefe crea- . 


tures. We muft not be filthy, nor wallow in the mire, as 
{wine ; nor timorous and faint-hearted, as hares; nor dwell ine 
the earth, as rabbits: Let not man that is in honour, make 
himfelf like thefe beafts that perifh. The law forbade not on- 
dy the eating of them, but the very touching of them: For 
-thofe that would be kept from any fin, mutt be careful to avoid 
.all tenyptations to it, and every thing that looks towards it, or 
‘leads to it. 
9 ¥ Thefe thall ye eat, of all that are in the 
waters: whatfoever hath fins and fcales in the 
waters, in the feas, and in the rivers; them 
fhall ye eat, ro And all that have not fins 
‘nor fcales in the feas, and im the rivers, of all 
that move in the waters, and of any living 
thing, which zs in the waters; they /ball be an 
abomination unto you. 41 They fhall be even 
an abomination unto you: ye fhall not eat of 
their flefh, but you fhall have their carcafes in 
abomination. 12 Whatfoever hath no fins nor 
icales in the waters, that /ba// be an abomina- 
tion unto you. 13 4 And thefe are they which 
ye fhall have in abomination among the fowls, 
they fhall not be eaten, they ave an abomina- 
‘tion: the eagle, and the offifrage, and the of- 
pray. 14 And the vulture, and the kite, after 
his kind: 15 Every raven after his kind: 16 
And the owl, and the night-hawk, and the 
cuckow, and the hawk after nis kind, 17 And 
the little owl, and the cormorant, and the great 
owl, 18 And the fwan, and the pelican, and 
the gier-eagle, 19 And the ftork, the heron af- 
ter her kind, and the lapwing, and the bat. 


Here is, Fir/l, A general rule concerning fifhes. Which 
-wete clean, and which.not. All that have fins and fcales they 
might eat, and were forbidden only thofe odd fort of water-a- 
nimals that have not, ver. g, 10. The ancients counted Sih 
the moft delicate food; fo far were they from allowing it on 
fa{ting-days, or making it an inftance of mortification to eat 
fifh: Therefore God did not lay much reftraint ‘upon his peo- 


re we Chap. XI. 
ple in them; for he is a Mafter that allows his fervants not 
only for neceflity, but for delight. Concerning the prohibited 
fith, it is faid, They /hall be an abonunation unto you, ver. 10, 
—12.; i.e. Ye fhall count them unclean, and not only not eat 
of them, but keep at a diftance from them. Note, Whatever 
is unclean, fhould be to us an abomination : Touch not the un- 
clean thing. But obferve, It is to be an abomination only to 
you that are Jews; but the neighbour nations were under none 
of thefe obligations, nor are they to be an abomination to us 
Chriftians. ‘The Jews were honoured with peculiar privileges ; 
and therefore left they fhould be proud of thofe, (tranfeunt 
cum onere,) they are likewife laid under peculiar reftraints: 
Thus God’s fpiritual Ifrael, as they are dignified above others 
by the ga/pel-covenant of adoption and friendfhip; fo they muft 
be mortified more than others by the gofpel-commands of felf- 
denial, and bearing the crofs. 
Secondly, Concerning fowls here is no general rule given, but 
a particular enumeration of thofe fowls that they muft  abftain 
from as unclean, which implies an allowance of all other. The 
critics here have their hands full, to find out what is the true 
fignification of the Hebrew words here ufed; fome of which 


| ftill remain uncertain, fome fort of fowls being peculiar to fome 


countries. Were the law in force now, we fhould be concern- 
ed to know for certain what are prohibited by it; and perhaps 
if we did, and were better acquainted with the nature of the 
fowls here mentioned, we fhould admire the knowledge of A- 
dam in giving them names expreflive of their natures, Gen. 11. 
20. But the law being repealed, and the learning in a great 
meafure loft, it is fufficient for us to obferve, That of the fowls » 
here forbidden, (1.) Some are dirds of prey, as the eagle, vul- 
ture, &c.; and God would have his people to abhor every 
thing that is barbarous and cruel, and not to live by blood and 
rapine. Doves that are preyed upon, were fit to be food for 
man, and offerings to God; but kites and hawks, that prey 
upon them, muft be looked upon as an abomination to God and 
man: For the condition of thofe that are perfecuted for righte- 
oufne/s’ fake, appears to an eye of faith every way better than 
that of their perfecutors. (2.) Others of them are /olitary birds, 
that abide in dark and defolate places; as the ow/ and the pe- 
lican, Pfal. cit. 6.; and the cormorant and raven, Ifa. xxxiv. 
11.: For God’s Ifrael fhould not be a melancholy people, nor 
affe& fadnefs and conftant folitude. (3.) Others of them feed 
upon that which is impure, as the org on ferpents; others of them 
on worms: And we muft not only ab{tain from all impurity 
.ourfelyes, but from communion with thofe that allow them-- 
felves in it. (4.) Others of them were ufed by the Egyptians 
and other Gentiles in their divinations: Some birds were rec- 
koned fortunate, others ominous; and their foothfayers had 
great regard to the flight of thefe birds: All which, therefore, 
muft be an abomination to Ged’s people, who muft not fearn 
the way of the heathen. ; 


20 All fowls that creep, going upon a// four, 
feall be an abomination unto you. 21 Yet 
thefe may ye eat of every flying creeping thing 
that goeth upon al/.four, which have legs a- 
bove their feet, to leap withal upon the earth: 
22 Even thefe of them may ye eat: the locuft 
after his kind, and the bald-locuft after his 
kind, and the ‘beetle after his kind, and the 
grafhopper after his kind. 23 But all other 
flying creeping things, which have four feet, 
foall be an abomination. unto. you. 24 And 
for thefe ye fhall be unclean: whofoever touch- 

eth 


& 
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eth the carcafe of them, hall be unclean until 


_ may be drunk in every fuch veffel, fhall be un- 


_ it, fhall wath his clothes, and’ be unclean un- 


the even. 25 And whofoever beareth ought 


of the carcafe of them, fhall wath his clothes, 


and be unclean until the even, 26 The carca- 


_fes of every beaft which divideth the hoof, and | 


zs not cloven-footed, nor cheweth the cud, are 
‘unclean unto you: every one that toucheth 
them, fhall be unclean.” 27 And whatfoever 
goeth upon his paws,among all manner of beafts, 
that go on all tour, thofe are unclean unto you: 
whofo toucheth their carcafe, fhall be unclean 
until the even. 28 And he that beareth the 
carcafe of them, fhall wath his. clothes, and be 
unclean until the even: they are unclean un- 
to you. 29 F Thefe alfo ball be unclean un- 
to you among the creeping things that creep 
upon the earth: the weafel, and the moufe, 
and the tortoife after his kind, 30 And the 
ferret, and the chameleon, and the lizard, and 
the fnail, and the mole. 31 Thefe are unclean 
to you among all that creep: whofoever doth 
touch them when they are dead, fhall be un- 
clean until the even. 32 And upon whatfoe- 
ver any of them, when they are dead, doth fall, 
it fhall be unclean; whether it be any veflel 
of wood, or raiment, or fkin, or fack, whatfoe- 
ver veffel it be, wherein gay work is done, it 
muft be put into water, and it fhall be un- 
clean until the even; fo it fhall be cleanfed. 

3 And every earthen veflel, whereinto any 
ofthem falleth, whatfoever ds in it fhall be un- 
clean; and ye fhall break it. 34 Of all meat 
which may be eaten, that on which fuch water 
cometh, fhall be unclean: and all drink that 


clean.. 35.And every thing, whereupon. any 


part of their carcafe falleth, fhall be unclean ;°. 


woetber it be oven, or ranges for pots, they 
fhall be broken down: for they are unclean, 
and fhall be unclean unto you. 
lefs, a fountain or pit, wherein there is plenty, 
of water, fhall be clean: but that which touch- 
eth their carcafe {hall be. unclean. 


feed, which is to be fown; it /ball be clean. 
38 But if any water be put upon the feed, and 
any part of their carcafe fall thereon; it /hall 
be unclean unto: you. 


carcafe thereof, fhall be unclean until.the e- 
ven. 40 And he that eateth of the carcafe of 


til the even:-he alfo that beareth. the carcafe 
of it, fhall wath his clothes, and be unclean 


Pee Sov Gor re ws: 


“we may not lie down in our uncleannefs. 


36 Neverthe-. 


an earthen veffel, it mult be broke, ver. 33. 


37 And if- 
any part of their carcafe fall upon any fowing- 


39 And if any beaft of: 
which ye may eat, die; he that toucheth the. 
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until the even. 41 And every creeping thing 
that cree¢peth upon the earth, /ball be an abo- 
mination: it fhall not be eaten. 42 Whatfo- 


ever goeth upon the belly, and whatfoever go- 


eth upon al/ four, or whatfoever hath more 
feet among all creeping things that creep upon 
the earth; them ye fhall not eat, for they are 
an abomination. 


Here is the law, 

Firft, Concerning flying infeds 3 as flies, wafps, bees, c.2 - 
Thefe they might not eat, ver. 20,; nor indeed are they fit to 
be eaten. But there were feveral forts of /ocufls, which in 
thofe countries were very good meat, and much ufed : John - 
Baptift lived upon them in the defart, and they are here al- 
lowed them, ver. 21. 

Secondly, Concerning the creeping things on the earth, 'Thete 
were all forbidden, ver. 29, 30.; and again, ver, 41, 42.2 
For it was the curfe of the ferpent, that upon his belly he foould 
go: and therefore. betwee him and man there was an enmity . 
put, Gen. iii. 5. which was preferved by this law. Dutt is. 
the meat of the creeping things, and therefore they are not fit 
to be man’s meat. 

Thirdly, Concerning the dead carcafes of all thefe unclean 
animals : 

[1.] Every:one that touched them, was to be unclean uniil » 
the even, ver. 24, 25, 27, 28. ‘This law is oft. repeated to 
poflefs them with a dread of every thing that was prohibited, . 
though no ‘particular reafon for the prohibition did appear, but - 
only the will of the Law-maker. Not that they were to be. 
looked upon as defiling to the confcience ; or that it was a fin 
againft God to touch them, unlefs done in contempt of the. 
law:.In many cafes, fomebody muft of neceflity touch them, . 
to remove them: But it was a ceremonial uncleannefs they 
contracted, which for the time forbade them to ‘come into the 
tabernacle, or to eat of any of the holy things, or fo much as 
to converfe familiarly with their neighbours. But the unclean... 
nefs continued only sill the even, to fignify, that all ceremonial 
pollutions were to come to an end by the death of Chrift in 
the evening of the world... And we mutt learn, by daily re- 
newing our repentance every night for the fins of the day, to 
cleanfe ourfelves from the pollutions we contraét by them, that 
Even unclean ani- 
mals they might touch while they were alive, without contrac- 
ting any ceremonial uncleannefs by it, as horfes and dogs, be- 
caufe they were allowed to ufe them for fervice ; but.not when 
they were dead, becaufe they might not eat their flefh; and 
what muft not be eaten, mult not be touched, Gen. ili. 3. 

{2.] Even the veffels, or other things they fel/ upon, were 
thereby made waclean until the even, ver. 32.3 and if it were 
This taught them. 
carefully to avoid every thing that was polluting, even in their 
common actions. Not only the veffels of the fanétuary, but 
every pot in Ferufalem,and Judah, mutt be holinefs to the Lord, 


| Zechs xiv. 20, 21.’ The laws in thefe cafes are very critical ; 


and the obfervance of them would be difficult, as we would 
think, if every thing that (fuppofe) a dead. moufe or rat falls 
upon mu{t.be unclean; and if it. were an oven, or ranges for’ : 
pots, they mutt all be broken down upon it, ver. 35. The ex- 
ceptions alfo were very nice, ver. 36, &%¢. All which was 
defigned to exercife them to a conftant care and exaétnefs in 
their obedience; and to teach us, who by Chrift are delivered. 
from thefe burdenfome obfervances, not to be lefs cércum/ped 
in the more weighty matters of the law. We .ought as induf-. 
trioufly to preferve our precious fouls from the aia 
1D, 


fins and as fpeedily to cleanfe them when they are polluted, as 
they were to preferve and cleanfe their bodies and houfehold- 
»goods from thofe ceremonial pollutions. 


43 Ye fhall not make yourfelves abominable 
with any creeping thing that creepeth, neither 
fhall ye make yourfelves unclean with them, 
that ye fhould be defiled thereby. 44 For I 
am the Lorp your God: ye fhall therefore 
“fandtify yourfelves, and ye fhall be holy; for 
Iam holy: neither fhall ye defile yourfelves 
with any manner of creeping thing that creep- 
eth upon the earth. 45 For I am the Lorp 
that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, 
to be your God: ye fhall therefore be holy, 
for I am holy. 46 This is the law of the beatts, 
and of the fowl, and of every living creature 
that moveth in the waters, and of every crea- 
ture that creepeth upon the earth: 47 To make 
a difference between the unclean and the clean, 
and between the beaft that may. be eaten and 
the beaft that may not be eaten. 


Here is Jiv/t, The yeddition of this law, or a key.to let 
us into the meaning of it. It was not intended merely for a 
bill of fare, or as the direCtions of a phyfician about their diet ; 
but God would hereby teach them to /anctify themfelves, and 
to be holy ver. 44. That is, (1.) They mutt hereby learn to put 
.a difference between good and evil, and to reckon it could not be 
all alike what they did, when it was not all alike what they. eat. 
(2.) To maintain a conftant obfervance of the divine law, and 
to govern themfelves by that in all their aétions, even thofe 
that are common, which ought 'to be done after a godly fort, 3 
John 8.: Even eating and drinking muft be by rule, and #0 the 
glory of God, 1 Cor. x. 31. (3) To diftinguifh themfelves 
from all their neighbours, as a people fet apart for God, and 
obliged not to walk as other Gentiles. And all this is holine/s. 
Thus thefe rudiments of the world were their tutors and go- 
vernors, (Gal. iv. 2, 3.) to bring them to that which is the re- 
_ vival of our firft {tate in Adam, and the earneft of our beft ftate 
with Chrift; that is, holine/s, without which no man fhall fee the 
Lord. ‘This is indeed the great defign of all the ordinances, 
That by them we may /andify ourfelves, and learn to be holy. 
Even this law concerning their food, which feemed to :toop fo 
very low, aimed thus sigh; for it was the ftatute-law of hea- 
ven under the Old Teltament as well as the New, that qith- 


out holinefs no man feall fee the Lord. The caution therefore, © 


wer. 43. 18, Ye hall not make yourfelves abominable. Note, By 
having fellowfhip with fin, which is alominable, we make our- 
elves abominable. "That man is truly miferable, who is in the 
fight of God alominable; and that none are, but thofe that 
make themfelves fo. 
That the intendment of this law was to forbid them all corh- 
munion by marriage, or otherwife, with the heathen, Deut. vii. 
2, 3. And thus the moral of it is obliging to us, forbidding 
us to have fellow/bip with the unfruitful works of darknefs : And 
without this real holinefs of the heart and life, Ae that offereth 
an oblation, is as if he offered fwines blood, (Ma. \xvi. 3.) 5 and 
if it were fuch a provocation for a man to eat fwiics fle/b him- 
felf, much more mutt it be fo to offer fwines blood at God’s al- 
tar ; fee Prov. xv. 8. ; 
Secondly, The reafons of thislaw, andtheyare all taken fromthe 
ALaw-maker himfelf, to whom we mutt have refpect in all acts 
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The Jewifh writers themfelves fuggeft, - 


‘ 


of obedience. (1.) Lam the Lord your God, ver. 44. There- 
fore you are bound to do thus in pure obedience. God’s fove- 
reignty over us, and propriety in us, obligeth us to do whatever 
he commands us, how much foever it croffeth our own inclina- 
tions. (2-) Jam holy ver. 44.3 and again, ver. 45. If God 
be holy, we mutt be fo, elfe we cannot expeé to be accepted of 
him. His holinefs is his glory, (Exod. xv. 11.) and there- 
fore it becomes his houfe for ever, Pfal. xciii. 5. This great 
precept thus enforced, though it comes in here in the midit of 
abrogated laws, is quoted and ftamped for a gofpel-precept, 1 
Pet. i. 16.3 where it is intimated, that all thefe ceremonial re- 
ftraints were defigned to teach us, that we muft not,fa/bion 
ourfelves according to our former lufts in our ignorance, vet. 14. 
(3.) Lam the Lord that bringeth you out of the land of Egypt, ver. 
45. This was a reafon why they fhould cheerfully fubmit to 
diftinguifhing laws, who had of late been fo wonderfully digni- 
fied with diftinguifhing favours. He that had done more for 
ie than for any other people, might juftly expect more from 
LCM. 

Thirdly, The conclufion of this ftatute, ver. 46, 47. This 
is the law of the beafis and of the fowl, &c. This law was to 
them a ftatute for ever, 7. e. as long as that oeconomy lafted : 
But under the gofpel we find it exprefsly repealed by a voice 
from heaven to Peter, Aéts x. 15; as it had_before been vir- 
tually fet afide by the death of Chrift, with other the ordinances 
that perifhed in the ufing, Touch not, tafte not, handle not, 
Col. i. 21, 22. And now, we are fure that meat commends 
us not to God, 1 Cor. viit. 8. and that nothing is unclean 
of itfelf, Rom. xiv. 14.3 nor doth that defile a man which 
goes into his mouth, but that which comes out from the heart, 
Matth. xv. 11. 


of God is allowed as good, and nothing to be refufed. (2.) 
Stand faft in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made us freey 
and take heed of thofe dogtrines which command to abfiain from 
meats, and fo would revive Mofes again, 1 Tim. iv. 3, 4. (3.) 
Be ftriétly and confcientioufly temperate inthe ufe of the good 
creatures God has allowed us. If God’s law has given us li- 
berty, let us lay reftraints upon ourfelves, and never feed our- 
Jelves without fear, \eft our table be.a fare. Set a knife to thy 
throat, if thou be a man given to appetite; and be not defirous of 
dainties or varieties, Prov, xxiii. 2, 3. Nature is content with 
a little, grace with lefs, but luit with nothing. 


€ HA. PX, . 
After the law concerning clean an unclean food, comes the law 
concerning clean and unclean perfons: And the firft is in this 
chapter concerning the ceremonial uncleannefs of qwomen in 
child-birth, ver. 1,—5. And concerning their puri cation 
from that uncleannefs, ver. 6,—8. . 


rae the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
2 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, fay- 


ing, If a woman have conceived feed, and born 


aman-child: then fhe fhall be unclean feven 
days; according to the days of the feparation 
for her infirmity fhall fhe be unclean. 3 And 
in the eight day, the fleth of his forefkin fhall 


Chap. XII. 


Let us therefore, (1.) Give thanks to God ~ 
that we are not under this yoke, but that to us every creature - 


4 


be circumcifed. 4 And fhe fhall then conti- — 


nue in the blood of her purifying three and 


thirty days: fhe fhall touch no hallowed thing, 


nor come into the fanctuary, until the days of 
her purifying be fulfilled. 
maid-child, then fhe fhall be unclean two 


5 But if fhe beara — 


weeks, © 


> 


‘Chap. XIL 


weeks, as in her feparation: and fhe fhall con- 
tinue in the blood of her purifying threefcore 
and fix days. 


The law here pronounces women lying in ceremonially un- 
clean. The Jews fay, the law extended even to an abortion, 
if the child was fo formed as that the /ex was diftinguifhable. 
[1.] There was fome time of ftri& /eparation immediately af- 
ter the birth, which continued feven days for a fon, and four- 
teen days for a daughter, ver. 2,5. During thefe days fhe 
was feparated from her hufband and friends, and thofe that 
neceflarily attended her were ceremonially unclean; which was 
one reafon why the males were not circumcifed till the eighth 
day, becaufe they participated of the mother’s pollution during 
the days of her feparation, [2.] There was alfo a longer 
time appointed for her purifying ; thirty-three days more, (for- 
ty in all), if the birth were a male; and double that time, if 
afemale; ver. 4; 5. During this time they were only fepa+ 


rated from the fan@tuary, and forbidden to eat of the paffover, | 
-or peace-offerings ; or, if a prieft’s wife, to eat of any thing | 
that was holy to the Lord. Why the time of both thofe was | 


double for a female to what it was for a male, I fee no reafon 
can be affigned, but the will of the Law-maker ; in Chrift Je- 


fus no difference is made of male and female, Col. tii. 11. | 
But this ceremonial uncleannefs, which the law laid women in — 
child-bed under, was to fignify the pollution of fin which we | 


are all conceived and born in, Pfal. li. 5. For if the root be 


impure, fo is the branch; who can bring a clean thing out of | 
an unclean? Mf fin bad not entered, nothing but purity and ho- | 
nour had attended all the products of that great blefling, Be | 
fruitful, and multiply ; But now the nature of man is degene- . 
rated ; the propagation of that nature is laid under thefe marks _ 
of difgrace, becaufe of the fin and corruption that is propagated | 


with it; and in remembrance of the curfe upon the woman 


that was firft in the tranfgreffion, That in forrow [to which it — 
is here further added, in /hame’] fhe fhould bring forth children. | 
And the exclufion of the woman for fo many days from the _| 
fanctuary, and all participation of the holy things, fignified, that 
our original corruption (that fipning fin which we brought into | 


the world with us) would have excluded us for ever from the 


enjoyment of God and his favours, if he had not gracioufly . 


provided for our purifying. 


6 And when the days. of her purifying are 
fulfilled, for a fon, or fora daughter ; fhe {hall — 
bring a lamb of the firft year for a burnt-offer- 
ing, and a young pigeon, or a turtle-dove fora _ 
fin-offering, unto the door of the tabernacle of | 
the congregation, unto the prieft: 7 Who fhall — 
offer it before the Lory, and make an atone- | 
ment for her, and fhe ihall be cleanfed from | 
the iffue of her blood. This 7s the law for her | 


that hath born a male or a female. 8 And if 


fhe be not able to bring a lamb, then fhe fhall » 


bring two turtles, or two young pigeons; the 
one for the burnt-offering, and the other for a 


fin-offering: and the prieft fhall make an a- 


 tonement for her, and fhe {hall be clean. 


A woman that had Jain in; when the time fet for her re-_ 


turn to the fanctuary was come, fhe was not to attend there 
_ empty, but muft bring her offerings, ver. 6. [1.] A burnt-of- 
fering: A lamb, if fhe were able; if poor, a pigeon. ‘This 


thewas .to offer in thankfulnefs to Gad for his merey to her, © 


Vou. I. 
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in bringing her fafely through the pains of child-bearing, and 
all the perils of child-bed ; and in detire and hopes of God’s 
further favour both to her and to the child. When a child is 
born, there is joy and there is hope ; and therefore it was pro- 
per to bring this offering, which was of a general nature ; for 
what we rejoice in, we mutt give thanks for; and what we are 
in hopes of, we muft pray for. But befides this, [2.] She 
mutt offer a fin-offering ; which mult be the fame for poor and 
rich; a turtle-dove, or a young pigeon: Yor whatever difference 
there may be between rich and poor in the facrifices of acknow-" 
ledoment, that of atonement is the fame for both. —This fin- 
offering was intended either, 1. To complete her purification 
from that ceremonial uncleannefs,- which though it was not in 
itfelf finful, yet was typical of moral pollution: Or, 2.’To make 
atonement for that which really was _/im, eitlter an inordinate de- 
fire of the bleffing of children, or difcontent and impatience 
under the pains of child-bearing. It is anly by Chrift, the 
great Sin-offering, that the corruption of our nature is done a- 
way ; and to that it is owing that we are not for ever exclu- 
ded by it from the fanftuary, and from eating of the holy 
‘things. : 

According to this law we find, that thé mother of our ble 
fed Lord, though he was not conceived in fin as others, yet 
accomplifhed the days of her purification ; and then prefented 
her fon to the Lord, being her firft-born, and brought her own 
offering, a pair of turtle-doves ; Luke ii. 22,—24. So poor 
were Chrift’s parents, that they were not able to bring a /améb 
for a burnt-offering ; and fo early was Chrift made under the 
law, to redeem them that were under it. The morality of this’ 
law obligeth thofe wonten that have received mercy from God 
in child-bearing, with all thankfulnefs to own God’s goodnefs 
to them, acknowledging themfelves unworthy of it; and (which _ 
is the belt purification of women that have been faved in child. - 
bearing, 1 Tim. ii. 15.) to continue in faith, and charity, and 
holine/s with fobriety ; for this thall please the Lord better than 
the turtle doves, or the young pigeons. 


C te ANP Rati 

The next ceremonial uncleanne/s is that of the leprofy< concerning 
which the law was very large and particular ; the difcovery 
of it in this chapter, and the cleanfing of the leper in the next. 
Scarce any one thing in all the Levitical law takes up fo much 
room as this. 1. Rules are here given, by which the prieft 
may judge whether a man had the leprofy or no, according as 
the /ymptom was that appeared. (1.) If t¢ was a fwelling, 
a fcab, or a bright fpot, ver. 1,—17. (.2) Lf it was «a bile, 
ver. 18,—-23. (3.) Lf it was an inflammation, ver. 24,— 
28. (4.) Lf it was in the head or beard, ver. 29,—37- 
(5:) [fit was a bright fpot, ver. 38, 39. (6.) [fit was * 
in a bald head, ver. 40,—44. II. Diredion is given how 
the leper muff be difpofed of, ver. 45, 46. ILI. Concerning 
the leprofy in garments, ver. 47,—59» 


& ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes and Aa- 
A ron, faying, 2 When a man fhall have in 
the fkin of his flefh, a rifing, a feab, or bright 
fpot, and it be in the {kin of his flefh dike the 
plague of leprofy; then he fhall be brought un- 
to Aaron the prieft, or unto one of his fons the 
priefts. 3 And the prieft fhall look on the 
plague in the fkin of the flefh: and when the 
hair in the plague is turned white, and the » 
plague in fight be deeper than the tkin of his 
flefh; it is a plague of leprofy : and the prieft 

pel 8 ee fhall 
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fhallook on him, and pronounce him unclean. 
4 If the bright fpot be white in the fkin of his 
flefh, and in fight, be not deeper than the fkin, 
and the hair thereof’ be not turned white; then 
the prieft fhall {hut up him that bath the plague, 
feven days. 5 And the prieft fhall look on him 
the feventh day: and behold, ifthe plague in 
his fight be at a ftay, and the plague {pread not 
in the {kin then the prieft thall fhut him up 
feven days more. 6 And the prieft fhall look 
on him again the feventh day: and behold, 7f 
the plague be fomewhat dark, and the plague 
fpread not in the fkin; the prieft fhall pro- 
nounce him clean: it 7s but a fcab: and he 
fhall wath his clothes, and be clean. 7 But if 
the {cab fpread much abroad in the fkin, after 


that he hath been feen of the prieft for his 
cleanfing; he fhall be feen of the prieft again. 8 


And if the prieft fee, that behold, the fcab 
fpreadeth in the fkin; then the prieft fhall pro- 
nounce him unclean: it is a leprofy. 9 { When 
the plague of leprofy is in a man, then he fhall 
be brought unto the prieft: 10 And the prieft 
fhall fee him: and behold, 7f the rifing be white 
in the fkin, and it have turned the hair white, 
and there be quick raw flefh in the rifing; 11 
It zy an old leprofy in the fkin of his flefh, and 
the prieft fhall pronounce him unclean, and 
fhall not fhut him up: for he is unclean. 12 
And if a leprofy break out abroad in the fkin, 
and the leprofy cover all the fkin of bim that 
hath the plague, from his head even to his foot, 
wherefoever the prieft looketh; 13 Then the 
prieft thall confider: and behold, if the leprofy 
have covered all his flefh, he fhall pronounce 
bim clean that hath the plague: it is all turned 
white: he zs clean. .14 But when raw flefh 
-appeareth in him, he fhall be unclean. 15 And 
the prieft fhall fee the raw flefh, and pronounce 

him to be unclean: for the raw flefh 7s unclean: 
it 7s a leprofy. 16 Or if the raw flefh turn a- 
gain, and be changed unto white; he fhall come 
unto the prieft: 17 And the prieft {hall fee him: 
and behold, 7fthe plague be turned into white; 
then the prieft fhall pronounce bim clean that 
bath the plague : he zs clean. 


Concerning the plague of leprofy we may obferve in general, 
[1.] That it was rather an uacleanne/s than a difeafe ; at leat 
fo the law confidered it, and therefore employed not the phy- 

.ficians, but the priefts about it. Chrift is faid to cleanfe le- 
pets, not to cure them. We do not read of any that died of 
w#; but it rather uried them alive, by rendering them unfit for 
converfation with any, but fuch as were infected like themfelves ; 
Yet there is a tradition, That that Pharaoh who fought to kill 
Mofes, was the firft that ever was ftruck with this difeafe, and 


’ 
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that he died of it. It is faid to have begun firlt in Egypt, from 
whence it fpread into Syria: It wasvery well known to Mo- 


sfes, when. he put his owa hand into his bofom, and took it out 


leprous. [2.] That it was a plague inflited immediately by 
the hand’ of God: and came not from natural caufes, as other 
difeafes ; and therefore it muft be managed according to a dis 
vine law. Miriam’s leprofy, and Gehazi’s, and king-Uzziah’s, . 
were all the puni‘hment of particular fins: And if generally it 
was fo, no marvel there was fo much care taken to diftinguiflr. 
it from.a common diftemper, that none might be looked upon - 
as lying under this extraordinary token of ‘divine difpleafure 
but thofe that really were fo. | 3.] That it is a plague now 


“not known in the world: What is commonly called the /epro- 
-fy is of quite a different nature.. This feems referved as a par- 


ticular {courge for the finners of thofe times and places: The 
Jews retained the idolatrous cuftoms they had learned in E- 
gypt; and therefore God juftly caufed this, with fome other of 
the difeafes of Egypt, to follow them. Yet we read of Naa- 
man the Syrian who was a /eper, 2 Kingsv. 1. [4.] That 
there were other breakings out in the body, which did very 
much refemble the leprofy, but were not it; which might make 
a man fore, and loathfome, and yet not ceremonially unclean. 
Juftly are our bodies called wile bodies, which have in them the. 
feeds of fo many difeafes, by which the lives of many are made 
bitter to them. [5.] That the judgment of it was referred to 
the priefis. Lepers were looked upon as ftigmatized by the 
juftice of God ; and therefore it was left to his fervants the 
priefts, who might be prefumed to know this mark belt, to pro- 
nounce who were lepers, and who were not. And the Jews 
fay, Any prieft, though difabled by a blemifh to attend the 
fanétuary, might be judge of the leprofy, provided the blemith. 
were not in the eye: And he might (they fay) take a common 
perfon to affift him in the fearch, but the prieft only muft pro- 
nounce the judgment. [6.] That it was a figure of the moral 
pollutions of mens minds by‘ fin ; which is the leprofy of the 
foul, defiling to the confcience, and from which Chrift alone 
can cleanfe us. For herein the power of his grace infinitely 


only convié the leper, for by the law is the knowledge of fin; 


thou wilt, thou canf? make me clean; which was more than the 
priefts could do, Mat. vii. 2. Some think the leprofy figni- 
fied not fo much fin in general, as a late of fin, by which men. 
are feparated from God, their {pot not being the {pot of God’s 
children ; and /candalous fin, for which men are to be fhut out 
from the communion of the faithful. It is a work of great. 
importance, but of great difficulty to judge of our fpiritual {tate : 
We have all caufe to fufpect ourfelves, being confcious to our- 
felves of fores and /pots s but whether clean or unclean, is the 
queftion. A man might have a /cab, (ver. 6.) and yet be 
clean ; the beft have their infirmities : but as there were cer- 
tain marks by which to know that it was a leprofy, fo there are 


. Charaéters of fuch as are in the gall of bitternefs ; and the work 


of minifters is to declare the judgment of leprofy, and to aflit 
thofe that fufpect themfelves in the trial of their fpiritual ftate, 


| remiiting or retatning fin. And hence the keys of the king: 


dom of heaven are faid to be given them, becaufe they are to 
feparate between the precious and the vile, and to judge who 
are fit as. clean to partake of the holy things, and. who as un« 
clean to be debarred them. ° | 

Now, [1.] Several rules are here laid down, by whieh the 
prieft muft go in making his judgment. (1.) If the fore were 
but /Rin-deep, it was to be hoped it was not the lepro/y, ver. 4.% 
But if it was deeper than the fRin, the man muft be pronounced 
unclean, ver. 3. The infirmities that confilt with grace do not 


fink deep into the foul; but she mind ftill ferves the law 
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tranfcends that of the legal priefthood. That the priefts could _ 


but Chrift can cure the lepers, he can take away fin; Lord, if * 


of j 
God,. ' 


eas) 3 
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‘God, and the inward man delights in it, Rom. 22, 25. But 
if the matter be really worfe than it fhews, and the inwards be 
infected, the cafe is dangerous. (2.) If the fore flancds at a 
flay, and do not /pread, it is no leprofy, ver. 5, 6.: But if it 
Spread much abroad, and continue to do fo after feveral infpec- 
tions, the cafe is bad; ver. 7,8. 1f men do not grow wore, 
but a ftop is put to the courfe of their fins, and their corrup- 
tions are checked, it is to be hoped they will grow detter ; but 
if fin get ground, and they are worfe every day than another, 
they are going down hill. (3.) If there were proud raw fle/h 
in the rifing, the prieft needed not to wait any longer, it was 
certainly a leprofy, ver. 10, 11. Nor is there any furer indi- 
cation of the badnefs of a man’s fpiritual f{tate, than the heart’s 
rifing in felf-conceit, confidence in the flefh, and refiftance of 
the proofs of the word, and {trivings of the Spirit. (4.) If 
the eruption, whatever it was, covered all the /kin from head to 
foot, it was no leprofy, ver. 12, 13.3 for it was an evidence 
that the vitals were found and ftrong, and nature thereby help- 
ed itfelf, throwing out what was burdenfome and pernicious. 
There is -hopes in the fmall-pox, when they come out well; fo 
if men freely confefs their fins, and hide them not: There is no 
danger comparable to theirs that cover their fins. Some gather 
this from it, That there is more hope of the profane than of 
hypocrites. . The publicans and harlots went into the kingdom 
of heaven before fcribes and Pharifees. \n one inftance, the 
fudden breakings out of paffion, though bad enough, are not fo 
- dangerous as malice concealed. Others thus, That if we judge 

ourfelves, we fhall not be judged; if we fee and own that there 

is no health in us, no foundne/s in our flefh, by reafon of fin, we 

fhall find grace in the eyes of the Lord. . 

[2.] The prieft' muft take time in making his judgment, 
and not give it rafhly: If the matter look fufpicious, he 
muft fhut up the patient /even days, and then feven days 
more, that his judgment might be according to truth. This 
teacheth all, both minifters and people, not to be hafty in their 

, cenfures, nor to judge any thing before the time. If fome mens 
fons go before unto judgment, others follow after, and fo mens 
good works ; therefore let nothing be done /uddenly, 1 Tim. 
V22; 24,253 

[3-] If the perfon fufpected were found to be c/ean, yet he 
mult wafb his clothes, ver. 6. becaufe he had been under the 
fafpicion, and there had been in him which gave ground for 
the fufpicion. Even the prifoner that is acquitted muft go 
down on his knees. We have need to wafh in the blood of 
Chrift from our {pots, though they be not leprofy fpots ; for 
who can fay, I am pure from fin? though there are thofe who 
through grace are innocent from the great tran[greffion. 


18 & The flefh alfo, in which, even in the 
{kin thereof, was a bile, and is healed, 19 And 
in the place of the bile there be a white rifing, 
or a bright {pot white and fomewhat reddith, 
and it be fhewed to the prieft; 20 And if when 
the prieft feeth it, behold, it de im fight 
lower than the fkin, and the hair thereof be 
turned white; the prieft fhall pronounce him 
unclean: it 7s a plague of leprofy broken out 
of the bile. 21 But if the prieft look on it, and 
behold, there be no white hairs therein, and if 
it b¢ not lower than the fkin, but be fomewhat 
dark ; then the prieft fhall fhut him up feven 
days. 22 And ifit fpread much abroad in the 
fkin, then the prieft fhall pronounce him un- 


d > 
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clean; it zs a plague. 23 But if the bright {pot 
flay in his place, and {pread not, it is a burning 
bile ; andthe prieft fhall pronounce him clean. 
24 4 Or if there be avy flefh, in the fkin where- 
of there is a hot burning, and the quick fle/h 
that burneth have a white bright fpot, fome- 
what reddifh, or white; 25 Then the prieft fhalk 
look upon it: and behold, if the hair in the 
bright fpot, be turned white and it be in fight, 
deeper than the fkin; it is a leprofy broken 
out of the burning: wherefore the prieft {hall ' 


pronounce him unclean: it is the plague of le- 


profy. 26 But if the prieft look on it, and be- 
hold, there, be no: white hair on the bright {pot, 
and it be no lower than the other fkin, but be 
fomewhat dark; then the prieft fhall fhut him 
up feven days. 27 And the prieft fhall look 
upon him the feventh day: and if it be fpread 
much abroad in the fkin, then the prieft fhall 
pronounce him unclean: it is the plague of le- 
profy. 28 And if the bright fpot ftay in his 
place, and fpread not in the fkin, but it be fome- 
what dark ; it iy a rifing of the burning, and 
the prieft fhall pronounce him clean: for it zs 
an inflammation of the burning. 29 {Ifa man 
or woman hath a plague upon the head or the 
beard; 30 Then the prieft fhall fee the plague: 


and behold, ifit be in fight deeper than the {kin, 


and there be in it a yellow thin hair; then the 
prieft fhall pronounce him unclean : it is a dry 
{eall, even a leprofy upon the head or beard. 
31 And if the prieft look on the plague of the 


| {call, and behold, it be not in fight deeper than 
‘the fkin, and that there is no black hair in it; 


then the prieft fhall fhut up dim that bath the 
plague of the fcall feven days. 32 And in the 
feventh day the prieft fhall look on the plague: 
and behold, 7f the fcall {pread not, and there be: 
in it no yellow hair, and the fcall be not in fight 
deeper than the {kin: 33 He fhall be fhaven, 
but the fcall fhall he not fhave: and the prieft 
fhall fhut up sim that hath the fcall, feven days 
more. 34 And in the feventh day the prieft 
fhall look on the feall: and behold, 7f the fcall 
be not {pread im the fkin, nor Je in fight deeper 
than the fkin ; then the prieft fhall pronounce 
him clean: and he fhall wafh his clothes, and 
be clean. - 35 But if the fcall fhall fpread much 
in the {kin after his cleanfing; 36 Then the 
prieft fhall look on him : and behold, if the fcall_, 
be fpread in the fkin, the prieft fhall not feek 
for yellow hair; he zs unclean. 37 But if the 
{call be.in his ight at a ftay, and that there is 
black hair grown up therein; the fcall is heal- 
a D2 -ed, 


396 | LEevivrw¢e ws 


ed, he is clean: and the prieft fhall pronounce 
him clean. 

The prieft is here inftruéted what judgment to make if there 
were any appearance of a Jeprofy; either, (1.) In an old ul- 
cer, or bile, that has been “bealed, ver. 18, 9c. When old 
fores, that feemed to have been cured, break out again, it is to 
be feared there is a /epro/y in them: Such is the danger of 
thofe that having efcaped the pollutions of the world, are again 
entangled therein, and overcome. Or, (2.) In a burn, by ac- 
cident, for that feems to be meant, ver. 24, &c.. The burn- 
ing of ftrife and contention often proves the occafion of the 
rifing up and breaking out of that corruption, which witneffeth 
to mens faces that they are unclean. (3.) Ina /call head. And 
in this commonly the judgment turned upon a very {mall mat- 
ter. If the hair in the /call were black, it was a fign of found- 
nefs ; if yellow, it was an indication of a lepro/y, ver. 30,—37. 
Other of the rules in thefe cafes, are the fame with thofe men- 
tioned before. 

In reading of thefe feveral forts of ailments, it will be good 
for us, 1. To lament the calamitous ftate of human life, which 
lies expofed to fo many grievances. What troops of difeafes 
are we befet with on every fide, and by fin they all entered. 
2. To give thanks to God, if he has never afflited us with a- 
ny of thefe fores: Ifthe conftitution be healthful, the body 
lively and eafy, we are bound to glorify God with our bodies. 


38 ¥ If a man alfo or a woman have in the 
fkin of their flefh bright fpots, even white bright 
{pots; 39 Then the prieft fhall look : and be- 
hold, 7fthe bright fpots in the {kin of their flefh 
be darkifh white; it is a freckled fpot that 
groweth in the fkin; he zs clean. 40 And the 
man whofe hair is fallen off his head, he zs bald: 
yet is he clean. 41 And he that hath his hair 
fallen off from the part of his head toward his 
face, he zs forehead-bald: yetis he clean. 42 
And if there be in the bald head, or bald fore- 
head, a white reddifh fore; it is a leprofy fprung 
_ up in his bald head, or his bald forehead. 43 
Then the prieft fhall look upon it: and behold, 
if the rifing of the fore be white reddifh in his 
bald head, or in his bald forehead, as the leprofy 
appeareth in the {kin of the flefh; 44 Heza 
leprous man, he zs unclean: the prieft fhall pro- 
nounce him utterly unclean, his plague zs in his 
head. 45 And the leper in whom the plague 
is, his clothes fhall be rent, and his head bare, 
and he fhall put a covering upon his upper lip, 
and fhall cry, Unclean, unclean. 46 All the 
days wherein. the plague fail be in him, he 
fhall be defiled; he zs unclean: he fhall dwell 
alone, without the camp /hai/ his habitation be. 

Here is, Firf, Provifos, that neither a freckled fRin nor a 
bald head thould be miftaken for a leprofy, ver. 38,—41. Eve- 
ry deformity muft not prefently be made a ceremonial defile- 
ment. FElitha was jeered for his bald head, 2 Kings ii. 23.; 
but they were the children of Bethel who turned it to his re- 
proach, that knew not the judgments of their God. 

Secondly, £ particular brand fet upon the leprofy, if at any 


- the leper himfelf muft give notice of the danger. 


| difeafe; the gofpel fhews us our help in Chrift. 
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time it did appear in a bald head, ver. 44. The plague is in his 
head, he is utterly unclean. Jf the leprofy of fin have feized 


| the head ; if the judgment be corrupted, and wicked principles 


embraced, which countenance and fupport wicked practices ; it 
is an wéter uncleannefs, from which few are ever cleanfed. 
Soundnefs in the faith keeps the leprofy from the head, and 
faves confcience from being fhipwrecked. : 

Thirdly, Direétions what muft be done with the canvided 
leper. When the prieft, upon mature deliberation, had folemn- 
ly pronounced him unclean. [1.] He muft pronounce him- 
felf fo, ver. 45. He muft put himfelf into the pofture of a 
mourner, and cry, Unclean, unclean. The leprofy was not it- 
felf afin, but it wasa fad token of God’s difpleafure, and a fore 
affliétion to him that was under it. It was a reproach to his 


name, ‘put a full {top to his bufinefs in the world, cut him off ~ 
from converfation with his friends and relations, condemned 


him to banifhment till he was cleanfed, fhut him out from the 
fan@tuary, and was in effeé the ruin of all the comfort he could™ 
have in this world. Heman, it fhould.feem, either was a le- 
per, or alludes to the melancholy condition of a leper, Pfal.. 
Ixxxviii. 8, &’c. He muft therefore, 1. Humble himfelf un- 
der the mighty hand of God; not infifting upon his cleannefs, 
when the prieft had pronounced him unclean; but juftifying 
God, and accepting the puni/hment of his iniquity. He mut 
fignify this by rending his clothes, uncovering his head, and co= 
vering his upper lip; all tokens of fhame, and confafion of face 5 


and very fignificant of that felf-loathing and felf-abafement - 


which fhould fill the hearts of penitents, the language of which 
is felf-judging. Thus muft we take to ourfelyes the fhame that 
belongs to us, and with broken hearts call ourfelves by our own 
name, Unclean, unclean: Heart unclean, life unclean; unclean 
by original corruption, unclean by actual tranfgrefion. Unclean ; 
and therefore worthy to be for ever excluded from communion. 
with God, and all hope of happinefs in him: We are all as an 
unclean thing, Ifa. Ixiv. 6. Unclean ; and therefore undone, if 
infinite mercy do not interpofe. 2. He mutt give warning to 
others, to take heed of coming near him.— Wherever he went, 
he muft cry to thofe he faw at adiftance, J am unclean, unclean, 
take heed of touching me. Not that the leprofy was catching, 
but by the touch of a leper a ceremonial Oncleannefs was con- 
tracted: Every one therefore was concerned to avoid it; and 
And this 
was all that the Jaw could do, in that it was weak through the 
flefhs it taught the leper to cry, Unclean, unclean: But the 


| gofpel has put another cry into the leper’s mouth, Luke xvii. - 


+12,.13.3 where we find ten lepers crying with a loud voices. 
Fefus, Mafter, have mercy onus. The law only fhews us our 
Lae] re 
muft then be fhut out of the camp, and afterwards, when. they 


| came to Canaan, out of the city, town, or village, where he 
lived, and dwell alone, ver. 46. affociating with none but thofe: 

| that were lepers like himfelf. When king Uzziah became a 

| leper, he was banifhed his palace, and dwelt in a /everal houfes, 


2 Chron. xxvi. 21. and fee 2 Kings vii. 3. This typified the 


_ purity which ought to be preferved im the gofpel-church, by the 


folemn and authoritative exclufion of {candalous~finners, that. 
hate to be reformed, from the communion of the faithful: Put 


| away from among yourfelves that wicked perfon, 1 Cor. v. 13. 


4794 The garment alfo that the plague of le- 


_-~profy zs in, whether it be a woollen garment, or 
| a lmen garment, 


48 Whether zt be in the 
warp, or woof, of linen or of woollen, whether 
in a fkin, or in any thing made of fkin: 49 And 


_ if the plague be greenish or reddifh in the gar- 


ment, 
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ment,or in the fkin, either in the warp, or in the 
woof, or in any thing of fkin; it zs a plague of le- 
- profy, and fhall be fhewed untothe prieft. 50 And 
the prieft fhall look upon the plague,and fhut up 
it that bath the plague, feven days. 51 And 
he fhall look on the plague on the feventh day: 
if the plague be fpread in the garment, either in 
the warp, or in the woof, or in a fkin, or in any 
work that is made of fkin; the plague is a fret- 
ting leprofy ; it 7s unclean. 52 He fhall there- 
fore burn that garment, whether warp or woof, 
in woollen or in linen, or any thing of {kin, 
wherein the plague is: for it.7s a fretting lepro- 
fy; it fhall be burnt in the fire. 53 And if the 
prieft thall look, and behdld; the plague be not 
{pread in the garment, either in the warp, or in 
the woof, or in any thing of fkin; 54 Then 
the prieft fhall command that they walh the 
thing wherein the plague 7s, and he fhall fhut 
it up feven days more. 55 And the prieft fhall 
look on the plague after that it is walhed: and 
behold, 7f the plague have not changed his co- 
lour, and the plague be not fpread ; it zs unclean, 
thou fhalt burn it in the fire; it zs fret inward, 
whether it be bare within or without. 56 And 
if the prieft look, and behold, the plague be 
fomewhat dark after the wafhing of it; then he 
fhall rend it out of the garment, or out of the 
{kin, or out of the warp, or out of the woof. 57 
And if it appear ftill in the garment? either in 
the warp, or in the woof,or in any thing of fkin; 
it is afpreading plague: thou fhalt. burn that 
wherein the plague zs, with fire. 58 And the 
garment, either warp, or woof, or whatfoever 
thing of fkin z¢ be, which thou fhalt wath, if the 
plague be departed from them, then it fhall be 
wafhed the fecond time, and fhall be clean. 59 
This 7s the law of the plague of leprofy ina gar- 
ment of woollen or linen, either in the warp, or 
woof, or any thing of {kins, to pronounce it clean, 
or to pronounce it unclean. 
This is the law concerning the plagne of leprofy in a gar- 
ment, whether linen or woollen. A leprofy in a garment, with 
difcernible indications of it, the colour changed by it, the gar- 
ment fretted, the nap worn off, and this in fome one particular 
part of the garment, and increafing when it was {hut up, and 
not to,be got out by wafhing, is a thing which to us now is 
altogether unaccountable. The learned confefs that it was a 
fign and a miracle in Ifrael, an extraordinary punifhment in- 
flicted by the divine power, as a token of great difpleafure a- 
- gainft a perfon or family. {1.) The procefs was mueh the 
fame with that concerning a leprous perfon. The garment 
fufpected to be tainted was not to be burnt immediately, though 
it may be there would have been no great lofs of it ; for in no 
cafe muft fentence be given merely upon a furmife, but it muft 


- be fhewed ta the prieft. Jf wpon fearch it was found that there 
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was a leprous pot, (the Jews fay, no bigger than a bean,) it 
mult be durant, or at leaft that part of the garment in which the 
fpot was, ver. §2,57- If the caufe of the fufpicion were gone, 
it muft be qwa/bed, and then might be ufed, ver. 58. (2.) The 
fignification alfo was much the fame, to intimate the great ma- 
lignity there is in fin: It not only detiles the finner’s confci- 
ence; but it brings a {tain upon all his employments and enjoy- 
ments, all he has, and all he doth. To them that are defiled 
and unbelieving is nothing pure, Tit. i. 14. And we are here- 
by taught to hate even she garments {potted with the flefh, Jude, 
ver. 23. Thofe that make their clothes fervants to their pride 
and luft, may feethem thereby tainted with a leprofy, and doomed 
to the fire, Ifa. iti, 18,—24.* But the ornament of the hidden 
man of the heart is incorruptible, 1 Pet. iii. 4. The robes of 
righteoufnefs never fret, nor are moth-eaten. 


: ~ “C HOA. Po XIV. 

The former chapter direded the priefs how to convia a Le 
per of ceremonial uncleanne/s: No prefcriptions are given 
for bis cure; but when God bad cured him, the priefs 
are in this chapter direéted how to cleanfe him. The re- 
medy here ws only adapted to the ceremonial part of bis 
dfeafe 3 but the authority Chri? gave to his miniftersy 
was to cure the lepers, aud fa to cleanfe them. We have 
bere, 1. The folemn declaration of the lepers being clean, 
with the fignificant ceremony attending.it, ver, Iy—9. IL. 
The facrifices which he was to offer to God etght days af~ 
ter, ver. 1C,—-32. ITI. The management of a houfe, in 
which appeared figns of a leprofy, ver. 33,—53. And 
the conclufisn and Jummary of this whole matter, ver. 
54;—57- 

ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

[ 2 This fhall be the law of the leper, in 

the day of his cleanfing: He fhall be brought 

unto the prieft : 3 And the prieft fhall go forth 
out of the camp: and the prieft fhall look, and 
behold, 7f the plague of leprofy be healed in 
the leper; 4 Then fhall the prieft command to 
take for him that is to be cleanfed, two birds 
alive, and clean, and cedar-wood, and {carlet, 
and hyflop. 5 And the prieit fhall command 
that one of the birds be killed in an earthen 
veffel, over running water. 6 As for the living 
bird, he fhall take-it, and the cedar-wood, and 
the fearlet, and the hyflop, and {hall dip them 


- and the living bird, in the blood of the bird 


that was killed over the running water. 7: 
And. he fhall {prinkle upon him that is to be 
cleanfed from: the leprofy, feven times, and 
fhall pronounce him clean, and fhall let the 
living bird loofe into the open field. 
he that is to be cleanfed fhall wath his clothes, 
and fhave off all his hair, and wath himfelf in 
water, that he may be clean: and.after that 
he fhall come into the camp, and fhall tarry a- 
broad out of his. tent feven days’ 9g But it 
fhall be on the feventh day, that he fhall fhave 
all his hair off his head and his beard and his 
eye-brows, even all his hair he fhall fhave off, 


and. 


8 And. 


e~ 


". particularly had orders to attend them; for the prie/ts lips 


‘ could not go to the priefts, it was well the priefts might come 
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and he fall wafh his clothes, alfo he fhall wafh 
his flefh in water, and he fhall be clean. 


Firft, Here, it is fuppofed that the plague of the leprofy 
was not an incurable difeafe. Uzziah’s indeed continued to 
the day ef his death, and Gehazi’s was entailed upon his feed; 
but’ Miriam’s latted only /even days: We may fuppofe that it 
often wore off in procefs of time. Though God contend long, 
he will not coniend for ever. : 

Secondly, The jadgement of the cure, as well as that of the 
difeafe, was referred to the prieft. He mutt go out of the camp 
to the leper, to ‘fee whether his /epro/y was healed, ver. 3. 
And we may fuppofe the prieft Gid not contraét any ceremo- 
nial uncleannefs by coming near the leper, as another perfon 
would. it was in-mercy to the poor lepers that the priefts 


Jfoould keep knowledge: And thofe in affliction had need to be , 
inftruéted both how to bear their afflictions, and how to reap 
benefit by them; had need of the word in concurrence with 
the rod, to bring them to repentance : Therefore it is well for 
thofe that are fick, if they have thefe meffengers of the Lord of 
hofts with them, thefe interpreters to /hew unto them God’s up- 
rightne/s, Job xxiii. 23. When the leper was fhut out, and 


tohim. Ls any fick, let him fend for the elders, the minilters, 
Jam. v. 14. If we apply it to the fpiritual leprofy of fin, it in- 
timates, That when we withdraw from thofe who walk . difor- 
derly, that they may be afhamed, we muft not count them as e 
nemies, but admonifh them as brethren, 2 Theff. iii. 15.: 
And alfo, That when God by his grace hath brought thofe to 
repentance, who were fhut out of communion for {candal, they 
ought with tendernefs, and joy, and fincere affeétion, to be re- 
ceived in again. Thus Paul orders concerning the excommu- 
-nicated Corinthian, That when he had given evidences of his 
repentance, they fhould forgive him, and comfort him, and con- 
firm their love towards him, 2 Cor. ii. 7, 8. And the mini- 
{ters are intrufted by our Mafter with the declarative power of 
loofing as well as binding : Both muf{t be done with great cau- 
tion and deliberation ; impartially, and without refpe of per- 
fons ; with earneft prayer to God for direétion, and a fincere 
regard to the edification of the body of Chrift; due care being 
always taken that finners may not be encouraged by an excefs 
of lenity, nor penitents difcouraged by an excefs of feverity. 
Wifdom and fincerity are profitable to direé in this cafe. 

Thirdly, If it were found that the leprofy was healed, the 
prieft muft declare it with a-particular folemnity. The leper, 
or his friends, were to get ready two birds, caught for this pur- 
pofe, (any fort of wild birds that were clean,) and cedar-aood, 
and /carlet, and hyffop ; for all thefe were to be ufed in the 
ceremony. ; 

[1.] A preparation was to be made of blood and water, 
with which the leper muft be /prinkled. One of the birds 
(and the Jews fay, if there were any difference, it muft be the 
larger and better of the two) was to be killed over an earthen 
cup of /pring water, fo that the blood of the bird might dif- 
colour the water. This (as fome other types) had its accom- 
plifhment in the death of Chrift, when out of his pierced fide 
there came water and blood, John xix. 34. ‘Thus Chrift 
comes into the foul for its eure and cleanfing, not by water on- 
Ly, but by water and blood, 1 John v. 6. 

(2.] The living bird, with a little {carlet wool, and a bunch 
of hyflop, muft be faftened to a cedar ftick, dipped in the wa- 
ter and blood, which mutt be fo fprinkled upon bim that was 
to be cleanfed, ver. 6, 7. The cedar-wood fignified the refto- 
ing of the leper to his ftrength and foundnefs; for that is a 
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foit of wood not apt to putrify. The /carlet wool fignifred-his 
recovering a florid colour again; for the leprofy made him 
white as fnow. And the Ayfop intimated the removing ot 


‘that unfavoury fmell which commonly attended the leprofy. 


The cedar, the ftatelieft plant, and Ayfop, the meaneft, are 
here ufed together in his fervice; (fee 1 Kings iv. 33.)+ 
For thofe of the loweft rank in the church may be of ufe in 
their place, as well as thofe that are moft eminent, 1 Cor. xii. 
21. Some make the flain bird to typify Chrift dying for our fins, 
and the living bird Chrift rifing again for our juflification ; and 
the dipping of the ving bird in the blood of the flain bird, in- 
timated, That the merit of Chrift’s death was that which made 
his refurreétion effectual for our juftification. He took his 
blood with him into the holy place, and there appeared a Lamb 
as it had been flain. The cedar, fcarlet, and hyfop, mutt all. 
be dipped in the blood ; for the word and ordinances, and all 
the operations of the Spirit,,xgceive their efficacy for our clean- 
fing from the blood of Chrift. The leper muft be fprinkled 
Jeven times, to fignify a complete purification ; in allufion to 
which David prays, Wafh me throughly, Pfal. li. 2. Naaman’ 
was bid to wath /even times, 2 Kings v. 10. 

[3.] The living bird was then to be “et loofe in the open 
field ; to fignify, That the leper being cleanfed was now no 
longer under reftraint and confinement, but might take his li- 
berty to go where he pleafed. But this being fignified by the 
flight ofa bird towards heaven, wasan intimation to him hence-" 


forward to /eek the things that are above, and not to {pend this 


new life God had reltored him to, merely in the purfuit of 

earthly things. This typified that glorious liberty of the child- 
ren of God, which they are advanced to, who through grace 

are /prinkled from an evil confcience. ‘They whofe fouls before 

bowed down to the duff,’ (Pfal. xliv. 25.) in grief and fear, 

now fly in the open firmament of heaven, and {oar upwards upon 

the wings of faith and hope, and holy love and joy. - 

[4.] The prieft muft upon this pronounce him clean. , It 
was requifite this fhould be done with folemnity, thatthe leper 
might hinsfelf be the more affected with the mercy of God to 
him in his recovery, and that others might be fatisfied to con- 
verfe with him. . Chrift is our Prief, to whom the Father 
hath committed all juelgement, and particularly the judgement 
of the leprofy. By his definitive fentence impenitent finners 
will have their everlafting portion affigned them with the un- 
clean, Job xxxvi. 14. out of the holy city ; and all that by 
his grace are cured and cleanfed, fhall be received into the 
camp of the faints, into whichno unclean thing fhall enter. Thofe 
are clean indeed whom Chrift pronounceth fo, and they need 
not regard what men fay of them, But though Chrift was the 
end of this law for righteoufnefs 3 yet being-in the days of his 
‘fleth made under the law, which as yet {tood unrepealed, he 
ordered thofe lepers, whom he had cured miraculoufly, to go 
and /hew themfelves to the pricft, and offer for their cleanfing ace 
cording to the law, Matth. viii. 4. Luke xvii. 14. ‘The type 
mutt be kept up till it was anfwered by its antitype. 

Laftly, When the leper. was pronounced clean, he mutt 
wafb his body and his clothes, and fhave off all his hair, ver. 
8.5 mutt {till tarry feven days out of the camp, and on the 
feventh day muft do it again, ver.9. The prieft having pro- 


as clean as ever he could from all the remains of it, and from 
all other defilements : and he mutt take time to do this. Thus 
they who have the comfort of the remiffion of their fins, by 
the fprinkling of the blood of Chrift upon their confciences, 
muft with the utmoft care and caution cleanfe themfelves from 
all filthine/s both of flcfh and {pirit, and thoroughly purge them- 
Jelves from their old fins: For every one that hath this hope in 
him will be concerned to purify himfelf. 3 


to And 


nounced him clean from the difeafe, he muft make himfelf - 
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ro And on the eighth day he fhall take two 
he-lambs without blemith, and one ewe-lamb 
of the firft year, without blemifh, and three 
tenth-deals of fine flour for a meat-offering, 
mingled with oil, and one log of oil. xr And 
the prieft that maketh him clean, {hall prefent 
the man that is to be made clean, and thofe 
‘things before the Lorn, at the door of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation ; 12 And the prieft 
fhall take one he-lamb, and offer him for a tref- 
pafs-offering, and the log of oil, and wave them 
for a wave-offering before the Lorp. 13 And 
he fhall flay the lamb in the place where he 
thall kill the fin-offering and the burnt-offering, 
an the holy place: for as the fin-offering zs the 
prieft’s, fo 7s the trefpafs-offering :) it zs’ moft 
holy. 14 And the prieft fhall take /ome of 
the blood of the trefpafs-offering, and the prieft 
fhall put 7¢ upon the tipof the right ear of 
him that is to be cleanfed, and upon the thumb 
of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his 
right foot. 15 And ‘the prieft fhall take fome 
ef the log of oil, and pour 7¢ into the palm of 
‘his own left hand: r6 And the prieft fhall dip 
- his right finger in the oil that zs im his left hand, 
and fhall fprinkle of the oil with his finger, 
feven times before the Lorp. 17° And of the 
reft of the oil that zs in his hand, {hall the prieft 
put upon the. tip of the right ear of him that is 
to be cleanfed, and upon the thumb of his. right 


hand,‘and upon the great toe of his right foot, 


-upon the blood ‘of the trefpafs-offering. 18 
And the remnant of the oil that ir in the 
prieft’s hand, he fhall pour upon the head .of 
him that.is to be cleanfed : -and the prieft: fhall 
make an.atonement for him before the Lorn. 
rg And the prieft. fhall offer the fin-offering, 
and make an atonement for him that is-to be 
cleanfed ‘from his uncleannefs, and afterward 
he fhall -kill the burnt-offering.. 20 And the 
prieft fhall offer the burnt-offering, and the 
meat-offering upon the altar: and the priefl 

_ fhall make an atonement for him, and he fhall 
be clean. ee 

To complete the purification of the leper, omthe eighth day, 
after the former: folemnity performed without the camp, and 
(as it fhould feem) before he returned. to his own habitation, 
he was to attend at th? door of the tabernacle, and was there to 
be prefented to the Lord, with his offerings, ver. 11. Obferve 
here, (1.) That the mercies of God oblige uso prefent: our- 

Jelves to him, Rom. xii. 1. (2.) When God hath reftored 
us to the liberty of ordinances again, after reftraint. by fick- 
nefs, diftance, or otherwife, we fhould take the firft opportu- 


nity of teftifying-our refpeét to God, and our affection to his - 


fanétuary, by a diligent improvement of. the liberty we are re- 
ftored to. When Chrift had healed the impotent man, he 


‘ 
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foon after found him in the temple, John v. 14. Hezekiah afks, 
What is the fign that I fhall go up to the houfe of the Lord? he 
means, What is the fign that I fhall recover? intimating, That 
if God reftored him his health, fo that he thould be able to go 
abroad, that fhould be the firft place he would go to. (3.) 
When we prefent ourfelves before the Lord, we mult prefent 
our offerings, devoting to God with ourfelves all we have and 
can do. (4.) Both we and our offerings mutt be pre/ented be- 
fore the Lord, by the prieft that made us clean. even our Lord 
Jefus, elfe neither we nor they can be ac¢epted. 

Three lambs the cleanfed leper was to bring, with a mear- 
offering, atid a log of oil, which was about halfia pint. 

Now, firj?, Molt of the ceremony peculiar to this. cafe was 
about the tre/pa/s-offering the lamb for which was offered firft, 
ver. 12.: And befides the ufual rites with which the trefpafs- 
offering was offered, fome of the blood was to be put upon the 
ear, and thumb, and great toe of the leper that-was to be clean~ 
fed, ver. 14.:. The very fame ceremony that was-ufed in the 
confecration of the priefts, chap. viii. 23, 24... It was a mor- 
tification to them, to fee the fame purification neceffary for 

‘them that was for a leper. The Jews fay, that the leper {tood 
without the gate of the tabernacle, and‘the prieft within, and 
thus the ceretnony was performed throvgh the- gate; fignify 
ing, That now he.was admitted with other Ifraelites to attend 
in the courts of the Lord’s houfe again, and was as welcome 
as ever, though he had been a leper; and though perhaps the 
name might {tick by him as long as he lived, (as we read of 
one who probably was cleanfed by our Lord Jefus, who yet 
afterwards is called Simon the leper, (Matth’ xxvi. 6.) yet he 

“was as free as ever to.communion with God and man. Af 
ter the blood of the offering had been put with the prieft’s 
finger upon the extremities of’the body, to include the whole,, 
fome-of his oil that he brought, which was’ firft waved, and 
then {prinkled defore the Lord, was in like manner put in the 
fame places upon the blood. The blood (faith the learned 
Bifhop Patrick) feems to have been a token of forgivenefs, the 
oil of healing ; for God firft forgiveth our iniquities, and then 
Lealeth our difeafes, Pfal. citi. 3. fee Ifa. xxxviii. 17. Where- 
ever:the blood of Chrift is applied for juftification, the oil of 
the Spirit is applied for fanétification} for thefe two are  infe- 
parable, and both neceflary. to our acceptance with’ God. - 
Nor fhall our former leprofy, if it be healed by repentance, be 
any bar to thefe glorious privileges. Cleanfed lepers are as 
welcome to the b/ood and the oil, as the confecrated priefts : 
Such were fome of you, but ye are wafbed. When the leper 
was /prinkled, the water muft have d/ood in it, ver. 5, . When 
he was anvinted, the oi! muft have blood under it ; to fignify, 
that all the graces and comforts of the Spirit, all his purifying 
dignifying influences, are owing to the death of Chrift: It is 
by his: blood alote that we are /andified. ‘ 

Secondly, Befides this, there muft be a fin-offering, and a 
burnt-offering ; a lamb for each, ver. 19,20. By each of thefe 

yOfferings it is faid the prieft fhall make an atonement for him. 
[1.] His moral guilt fhall be removed; the fin for which the 
leprofy was fent fhatl be pardoned, and al! the fins he had been 
guilty of in his afflicted ftate. Note, The removal of any out- 
ward trouble is then doubly. comfortable: to us, when at the 
fame:time God gives us fome affurance of the forgivenefs of 
our fins. If we receive the atonement, we have reafon to re-~ 
joice, Rom. v. 11. [[2.] His ceremonial pollution fhall be 
removed, which had kept him from the~ participation of the « 
holy things : And this.is called making an atonement for him, 
becaufe our reftoration to the. privileges of God’s children, ty- 
pified hereby, is owing purely to the great Propitiation. When 
the atonement is made for him, he /ha// be clean, both to ‘his 
own fatisfaction, and to his reputation among his agent 5 
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he fhall retrieve both his credit and his comfort ; and both 
thefe true penitents become entitled to, both eafe and honour, 
by their intereft in the atonement. 

- The burnt-offering, befidés the atonement that was made by 
it, was a thankful acknowledgement of God’s mercy to him : 
And the more immediate the hand of God was both in the 
ficknefs and in the cure, the more reafon he had thus to give 
glory to him; and thus, as our Saviour fpeaks, Mark 1.-44. to 
offer for his cleanfing all thofe things ewhich Mofes commanded 
for a teftimony unto them, : 


21 And if he e poor, and cannot get fo 
much; then he fhall take one lamb jor a 
trefpafs-offering to be waved, to make an a- 
tonement for him, and one tenth-deal of fine 
flour mingled with oil, for a meat-offering, and 
a log of oil: 22 And two turtle-doves, or two 
young pigeons, fuch as he is able to get; and 
the one fhall be a fin-offering, and the other a 
burnt-offering. 23 And he. fhall bring them 
on the eighth day, for his cleanfing, unto the 
prieft, unto the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, before the Lorp. 24 And the 
prieft fhall take the lamb of the tre{pafs-offer- 

ing, and the log of oil, and the prieft {hall wave 
them for a wave-offering before the Lorp. 25 
And he fhall kill the lamb of the trefpafs-offer- 
_ing, and the prieft fhall take /ome of the blood 
of the trefpafs-offering, and put it upon the tip 
of the right ear of him that is to be cleanfed, 
and “upon the thumb of his right hand, and up- 
on the great toe of his right foot. 26 And the 
prieft {hall pour of the oil into the palm of his 
own left hand. 27 And the prieft fhall fprinkle 
with his right finger, fome of the oil that zr in 
his left hand, feven times before the Lorp. 
28 And the prieft fhall put of the oil that zs in 
his hand, upon the tip of the-right ear ef him 
that is to be cleanfed, and upon the thumb of 
his right hand, and upon the great toe of his 
right foot ; upon the place of the blood of tref- 
pafs-offering. 29 And the reft of the oil that 
zs in the pric{t’s hand, he fhall put upon the 
head of him that is to be cleanfed, to make an 
atonement for him before the Lorp. 30 And 


he fhall offer the one of the turtle-doves, or of’ 


the young pigeons, fuch as he can get; 31 £- 
ven fuch as he 1s able to get, the one.for a fin- 
offering, and the other for a burnt-offering, 
with the meat-offering. And the prieft thall 
make an-atonement for him that is to be clean- 
fed, before the Lorn. 32 This is the law of 
dim in whom is the plague of leprofy, whofe 
hand is not able to get that which pertaineth 
to his cleanfing. 


We haye here the gracious provifton the law made for the 
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cleanfing of poor lepers: If they were not able to bring three 
lambs, and three tenth-deals of flour, they muft- bring one 
lamb, and. one tenth-deal of flour; and inftead of the other two 
lambs, tao ¢turtle-doves, or two young pigeons, Ver. 21, 22. 
Here fee, [1.] That the poverty of the perfon concerned 
would not excufe him, if he brought no offering at all. Let 
none think, that becaufe they are pi God requires no fer- 
vice from them, fince he has confidered them, and demands 
that which is in the power of the pooreft to give: My fon, 
give me thy heart ; and with that the ‘calves of thy lips thall 
be accepted inftead of the calves ofthe fall. [2.] That God 
expected from thofe that were poor but according to their a- 
bility : Ais commandments are not grievous, nor doth he make 
us to ferve with an offering. The poor are as welcome to 
God’s altar as the rich; and if there be firft a willing mind, 
and an honeft heart, to pigeons, when they are the utmoft a 
man is aéle to get, are as acceptable to God as #wo lambs 3 for 
he requires according to what a man has, and not according to 
what he-has not. But it is obfervable, that though a meaner 
facrifice was accepted from the poor, yet the very fame cere- 
mony was ufed for them as was for the rich; for their fouls 
are as precious, and Chrift and his gofpel are the {ame to both. 
Let not us therefore have the faith of our Lord Fefus Chrift 
with refpec of perfons, James il. 1. hi 
33 | And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, an 
unto Aaron, faying, 34 When ye be come 
into the land of Canaan, which I give to you~ 
for a poffeflion, and I put the plague of lepro- 
fy in a houfe of the land of your poffeffion ; 35 
And he that oweth the houfe fhall come and_ 
tell the prieft, faying, It feemeth to me there zs 
as it were a plague in the houfe: 36 Then the 
prieft fhall command that they empty the 
houfe, before the prieft go into it to fee the 
plague; that all that zs in the houfe be not 
made unclean: and afterward the prieft fhall 
go in to fee the houfe. 37 And he fhall look 
on the plague, and’behold, 7/the plague de in 
the walls of the houfe, with hollow ftrakes, 
greenith or reddifh, which in fight are lower 
than the wall; 38 Then the prieft fhall go out 
of the houfe to the door of the houfe, and fhut 
up the houfe feven’days. 39 And the prieft 
(hall come again the feventh day, and (hall 
look: and behold, if.the plague be fpread in 
the walls of the houfe; go Then the prieft 
fhall command that they take away the ftones, 
in which the plague zs, and they fhall caf 
them into an unclean place without thé city. 
41 And he fhall caufe the houfe to be feraped 
within round about, ‘and ‘they fhall pour out 
the duit that they fcrape off, without the city 
into an unclean place. 42 And they thall take 
other {tones, and put them in the place of thofe 
ftones ; and he ‘fhall take other morter, and 
thall platfter‘the houfe. 43 And if the plague 
come again, and break out in the houfe, after 
that he hath taken away the ftones, and after 
he 


~ unclean. 
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he hath fcraped the houfe, and after it is plaif- 
tered; 44 Then the prieft fhall come and look, 
and behold, 7f the plague be fpread in the 
houfe, it is a fretting leprofy in the houfe: it is 
45 And he fhall break down. the 
houfe, the ftones of it, and the timber thereof, 
and all the morter of the houfe: and he. fhall 
carry them forth out of the city into an unclean 
place. 46 Moreover, he that goeth into the 
houfe all the while that it is fhut up, fhall be 
unclean until the even. 47 And he that lieth 
in the houfe, fhall wafh his clothes: and he 
that eateth in the houfe, fhall wath his clothes. 
48 And if the prieft fhall come in, and look up- 
on it, and behold, the plague hath not fpread 
in the houfe, after the houfe was plaiftered: 
then the. prieft {hall pronounce the houfe clean, 
becaufe the plague is healed. 49 And he fhall 


take to cleanfe the houfe two birds, and cedar- 


wood, and fearlet, and hyflop. 50 And he 
fhall kill the one of the birds in an earthen 
veffel, over running water. 51 And he fhall 
take the cedar-wood, and the hyflop, and the 
{earlet, and the living bird, and dip them in 
the blood of the flain bird, and in the running 
water, and {prinkle the houfe feven times. 52 
And he fhall cleanfe the houfe with the blood 
of the bird, and with the running water, and 


’ with the living bird, and with the cedar-wood, 


and with the hyffop, and with the fcarlet. 53 
But he fhall let go the living bird out of thé ci- 
ty. into the open fields, and make an atonement 
for the houfe: and it {hall be clean. 


This is the law concerning the leprofy in a houfe. Now 


they were in the wildernefs, they dwelt in tents, and had no | 


houfes ; and therefore this law is made only an appendix to 
the former laws concerning the leprofy, becaufe it related not 
to their prefent ftate, but to their future fettlement. 

- The leprofy in a houfe is as unaccountable as the leprofy in 
a garment: But if we fee not what natural caufes of it can be 
afigned, we may refolve it into the power of the God of na- 
ture, who here faith, 7 put the lepro/y in a houfe, vet. 34.3 as 


“ his curfe is faid to enter into a houfe, and confume it, with the | 


timber and ones thereof, Zech. v. 4. 

‘Now, [1.] It is fuppofed, that even in Canaan itfelf, the 
tand of promife, their houfes might be infected with a leprofy. 
Though it was a holy land, that would not fecure them from 
this plague, while the inhabitants were many of them fo unholy. 
Thus, a place and 2 name in the vifible church will not fecure 
wicked people from God’s judgements. 

[2-] It is likewife taken for granted, that the owner of the 
houfe will make the prieft acquainted with it, as foon as he fees 
the leaft caufe to fufped the leprofy in his houfe, ver. 35. Jt 
Jeemeth to me there is as it were a plague in the houfe. Sin, 
where that reigns in a houfe, is a plague there, as it is in a 
heart? And matters of families fhould be aware and afraid of 
the firft appearance of grofs fin in their families, and put away 
the iniquity, whatever it is, far from their tabernacles, Job 


“xxii. 23. They thould be jealous with a godly jealoufy con- 
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cernifig thofe under their charge, left they be drawn ‘into fin ; 
and take early advice, if it but /eem that there is a plague in the 
houfe, left the contagion fpread, and many be by it defiled and 
deftroyed. 

[3-] Ifthe prieft upon fearch find that the leprofy is got 
into the houfe, he mutt try to cure it, by taking out that part 
of the building that was infected, ver. 40, 41. This was like 
cutting off a gangrened limb, for the prefervation of the reft of 
the body. Corruption fhould be purged out in time, before it 
{pread.; for a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. If thy 
right hand offend thee, cut it off: 

[4.] If yet it remained in the houfe, the whole -houfe muft 
be pulled down, and all the materials carried to the dung-hill, 
ver. 44, 45. The owner had better be without a dwelling, 
than live in one that was infeéted. Note, The leprofy of fin, 
if it be obftinate to the methods of cure, will at laft be the ruin 
of families and churches. If Babylon will not: be Yhealed the 


 fhall be forfaken and abandoned ; and, like the leprous houfe, 


they fhall not take of her a frone for a corner, nor a ftone for 
foundations, Jer. li. 9, 26- The remainders of fin and. cor- 
ruption in our mortal bodies, are like this leprofy in the houfe; 
after all our pains in /craping and plaiflering, we fhall never be 
quite clear of it, till the earthly houfe of this tabernacle be dif- 
folved and taken down: When we are dead, we fhall be free 
from fin, and not till then, Rom. vi. 7. 

[5-] If the taking out of the infected {tones cured the houfe, 
and the leprofy did not fpread any further, then the houfe mult 
be cleanfed : Not only aired, that it might be healthful; but 
purified from the ceremonial pollution, that it might be fit to 
be the habitation of an Ifraelite. The ceremony of its clean- 
fing was much the fame with that of the cleanfing of a leprous 
perfon, (ver. 49, Sc.) This intimated, that the houfe was 
fnaitten for the man’s fake, (as Bifhop Patrick expreffeth it :} 
and he was to look. upon himfelf as preferved by the. divine 
mercy, The houfes of Ifraelites are faid to be dedicated, 
Deut. xx. 5.: For they were a holy nation; and therefore 
they ought to keep their houfes pure from all ceremonial pol- 
lutions, that they might be fit for the fervice of that God to 
whom they were devoted. And the fame care fhould we take 
to reform whatever is amifs in-our families, that we and our 
houfes. may ferve the Lord: See Gen._xxxv. 2. 

Some have thought the leprofy in the houfe was typical of 
the idolatry of the Jewifh church, which did ftrangely cleave 
to it: And though fome of the reforming kings took away the 
infected ftones, yet ftill it broke out again, till by the captivity 
in Babylon God took down the houfe, and carried it to an 
unclean land; and that proved an effectual cure of their incli- 
natton to idols, and idolatrous worfhip. 


54 This zs the law for all manner of plague of 
leprofy, and fcall, 55 And for the leprofy of a 
garment, and of an houfe, 56 And for a rifing, 
and for a fcab, and for a bright fpot: 57 To 
teach when 7¢ is unclean, and when z¢ 7s clean: 
this 7s the law of leprofy. | 


This is the conclufion of this law’ concerning the leprofy. 
There is no repetition of it in Deuteronomy ; only a general 
memorandum given; Deut. xxiv. 28. Take heed in the plague 
of leprofy. We may fee in this law, (1.) The gracious care 
God took of his people Ifrael; for to them only this law pert 
tained, and not to the Gentiles. When Naaman the,Syrian 
was cured of his leprofy, he was not bidden to foea himfelf to 
the prieft, though he was cured in Jordan, as. the Jews that 
were cured by our Saviour were. Thus they who are entruf= 
ted with the sey of di/cipline in thé “church, judge them only 
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that are within; but them that are without, God judgeth, 1 
Cor. v. 12,33. (2.) The religious care we ought to take of 
ourfelves, to keep our minds from the dominion of all finful 
affections and difpofitions, which are both their difeafe and 
their defilement, that we may be fit for the fervice of God. 
We ought alfo to avoid all.bad company, and as much as may 
be, to avoid coming within the danger of being affeéted by it. 
Touch not the unclean thing, faith the Lord, and I will receive 
you, 2 Cor. vi. 17. 


CHAP. XV. 
In this chapter we have laws concerning other ceremonial 
uncleanneffes, contracted either by bodily difeafe like that 


of the leper, or fome natural incidents : And. this ether, . 


(1.) Jn men, ver. 1,—18.3 Or, (2.) Ja women, ver.,19, 
—33. We need not be at all curious in explaining thefe 
antiquated laws ; it is enough if we obferve the general 
intendment: But we have need to be very cautious left fin 
take occafion by the commandment to become more exceed- 
ing finful ; and exceeding finful it 1s when luff is kindled 
by [parks of fire from God's altar. The cafe is bad with 
the foul when it is putrified by that which fhould purify 
als 
-® ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, and to A- 
ron, faying, 2 Speak unto the children of 
Ifrael, and fay unto them, When any man hath 
a running iffue out of his flefh, becaufe of his 
iffue he is unclean. 3 And this fhall be his 
uncleannefs in his iffue: whether his flefh run 
with his iffue, or his flefh be ftopped from his 
iffue, it 7s his uncleannefs. 4 Every bed where- 
on he lieth that hath the iffue, is unclean: and 
every thing whereon he fitteth, fhall be un- 
clean. 5 And whofoever toucheth his bed, 
fhall wafh his clothes, and bathe bimfe/f in wa- 
ter, and be unclean until the even. 
that fitteth on any thing whereon he fat that 
hath the iffue, fhall wath his clothes, and bathe 
himfelf in water, and be unclean until the even. 
7 And he that toucheth the fle(h of him that 
hath the iffue, fhall wath his clothes, and bathe 
himfelf 1 water, and be unclean until the even. 


‘8 And if he that hath the iffue fpit upon him | 
that isclean; then he fhall wath his clothes, | 


and bathe bim/e/f in water, and be unclean. un- 
til the even, 
rideth upon, that hath the iffue, fhall be un- 
clean. ro And whofoever toucheth any thing 
that was under him, fhall be unclean until the 


even: and he that beareth any of thofe things, | 


fhall wath his clothes, and bathe im/elf in wa- 
ter, and be unclean until the even. 11 And 
whomfoever he toucheth that hath the iffue, 
(and hath not rinfed his hands in water) he 
fhall wafh his clothes, and bathe bim/e/f in wa- 
ter, and be unclean. until the even. 12 And 
the veffel of earth, that he touchéth which 
hath the iffue, fhall be broken ; and every vef- 
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6 And he | 


g And what faddle foever he © 


| This fignified the contagion of fin, and the danger we are in | 
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fel of wood {hall be rinfed in water. 13 And 
when he that hath an iffue, is cleanfed of his 
iffue ; then he fhall number to himfelf feven 
days for his cleanfing, and wath his clothes, and 
bathe his flefh in running water, and fhall. be 
elean. 14 And on the eighth day he fhall take 
to him two turtle-doves, or two young pigeons, 
and come before the Lorp unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and give them. 
unto the prieft. 15 And the prieft fhall offer 
them, the one for a fin-offermg, and the other 
for a buint-offering ; and the prieft {hall make 
an atonement for him before the Lor», for his. 
iffue. 16 And if any man’s feed of copulation 
go out from him, then he fhall wath all his flefh: 
in water, and be unclean until the even. 17 
And every garment, and every {kin whereon is. 
the feed of copulation, fhall be wafhed with wa- 
ter, and be unclean until the even.. 18 The. 
woman alfo with whom man fhall lie with feed 
of copulation, they fhall both bathe them/felves 
in water, and be unclean until the even. 

We here. have the law concerning the ceromonial unclean-. 


nefs that was contraéted. by running iflues in men. It is call- 
ed in the margin, ver..2. the running of the reins: A very. 


} grievous and loathfome difeafe ; which was, [1.] Ufually the 


effect and confequent of wantonnefs and uncleannefs, and a | 
diffolute courfe of life, filling mens bones with the fins of their | 
youth, and leaving them to mourn at the laff, when all the 
pleafures of their wickednefs are vaniflied and gone, and no- 
thing remains but the pain and anguith of a rotten carcafe, and. 
a weanded confcience. And what fruit has the finner then of 
thofe things whereof he has fo much reafon to be afhamed? 
Rom. vi. 21. As modefty is an ornament of grace to the head, 
and chains about the neck; fo chaftity is health to the navel, ' 
and marrow to the bones: But uncleannefs is a wound and di/- 
honour, the confumption of the flefh and the body, anda fin 
which is often its. own punifhment more than any other. [2.] 
It was fometimes inflicted by the righteous hand of God for 
other fins, as appears by David’s imprecation of a curfe upon 
the family of Joab, for the murder of Abner, 2 Sam. iii. 29.. 
Leet there not fail from the houfe of Foab one that hath an iffue, 
or is a leper, A vile difeafe for vile deferts. | 
Now whoever had this difeafe upon him, (1.) He was. | 
himfelf unclean, ver. 2. He mult not dare to come. near the 
fandtuary, it was at his peril if he did nor might he eat of the 
holy things. This fignified the filthinefs of fin, and-of all the 
produéts of our corrupt nature; which render us odious to: — 
God’s holinefs, and utterly unfit for communion with him. _ 
Out of a pure heart, well kept, are the ues of life, Proy..iv, 
23.3 But out of an unclean heart comes that which: is defiling,. 
Mat. xii. 34, 35. (2.). He made every perfon and thing um} 
clean that he touched, or that touched him, ver..4,—12. His: 
bed, and his chair, and his faddle, and every thing that belong- 
ed to him, could not be touched without a ceremonial un- 
cleannefs contracted, which a man muft remain confcious to: 
himfelf of till fun-fet; and from which he could. not be clean-. 
fed, without wa/hing his clothes, and bathing bis flef in. waters 


of being polluted by converfing with thofe that are polluted, 
and. the need we have with the utmoft circumfpedtion to fave 
ourfelves 
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ourfelves from this untoward generation. (3.) When he was 
cured of the difeafe, yet he could not be cleanfed from the 


pollution without a facrifice ; for which he was to prepare him- 


felf by feven days expectation after he was perfectly clear from 
his diftemper, and by dashing him in /pring-waters, ver. 13,—15. 


This fignified the great gofpel-duties of faith and repentance, and © 


the great gofpel-privileges of the application of Chrift’s blood to 
our fouls. for our jultification, and his grace for our fandtifica- 
tion. God has promifed to /prinkle clean water upon us, and 
‘to cleanfe us_from all our filthine/s ; and has appointed us, by 
repentance, to wa/b us, and make us clean: He has alfo provi- 
ded a Sacrifice of atonement, and requires us by faith to inte- 


_ ret ourfelves in that Sacrifice: for it 1s the blood of Chrift his 


Son that cleanfeth us from all fin, and by which atonement is 
made for us, that we may have admifhion into God’s prefence, 
and may partake of his favours. 


1g §] And if a woman have an iflue, and her 


-jffue in her flefh be blood, fhe fhball be put a- 


part feven days: and whofoever toucheth her, 
fhall be unclean until the even. 20 And eve- 
ry thing that fhe lieth upon in her feparation, 
fhall be unclean: every thing alfo that fhe fit- 
teth upon, fhall be unclean. 21 And whofoe- 
ever toucheth her bed, fhall wath his clothes, 
and bathe 4im/e/f in water, and be unclean un- 
til the even. 22 And whofoever toucheth any 
thing that fhe fat upon, fhall wath his clothes, 


_and bathe him/e/f in water, and be unclean un- 


til the even. 23 And if it be on her bed, or 
on any thing whereon fhe fitteth, when he 
toucheth it; he fhall be unclean until the even. 
24 And if any man lie with her at all, and her 
flowers be upon him, he fhall be unclean feven 
days, and all the bed whereon he lieth, fhall 
be unclean. 25 And if a woman have an iflue 
of her blood many days out of the time of her 


- feparation, or if it run beyond the time of her 


feparation; all the days of the iffue of her un- 
cleannefs fhall be as the days of her feparation: 
fhe /ball beunclean. 26 Every bed whereon 
fhe lieth all the days of her iffue, fhall be unto 
hér as the bed of her feparation: and whatfoe- 
ver fhe fitteth upon fhall be unclean, as the 
uncleannefs of her feparation. 27 And whofo- 
ever toucheth thofe things fhall be unclean, and 
fhall wath his clothes, and bathe bim/elf in wa- 
ter, and be unclean until the even. 28 But if 
fhe be cleanfed of her iffue, then the fhall num- 


ber to herfelf feven days, and after that the 


fhall be clean. 29 And on the eighth day fhe 
fhall take unto her two turtles, or two young 
pigeons, and. bring them unto the prieft, to the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 30 


- And the prieft fhall offer the one for a fin-of- 
fering, and the other for a burnt-offering; and 


the prieft fhall make an atonement for her be- 


fore the Lor», for the iffue of her uncleannefs. . 
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| and to keep themfelves from all finful pollutions. 
| for them to argue, That if thofe pollutions which were natural, 
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31 Thus fhall ye feparate the children of Hrae] 
from their uncleannefs; that they die not in 
their uncleannefs, when they defile my taber- 
nacle that is among them. 32 This zs the law 
of him that hath an iffue, and of him whofe 


| feed goeth from him, and is defiled therewith : 


33 And of her that is fick of her flowers, and 
of him that hath an iffue, of the man, and of 


| the woman, and of him that lieth with her which 


is unclean. 


This is concerning the ceremonial uncleannefs which women 
lay under from their iffues; both thofe that were regular and 
healthful, and according to the courfe of nature, ver. 19,—24.3 
and thofe that were unfeafonable, exceflive, and the difeafe of 
the body ; fuch was the d/oody iffue of that poor woman who 
was fuddenly. cured by touching the hem of Chrift’s garment, 
after fhe had lain twelve years under her diftemper, and had 
fpent her eftate upon phyficians and phyfic in vain. This 
made the woman that was afflicted with at unclean, ver. 25. 
and every thing fhe touched unclean, ver. 26, 27. And if 
fhe was cured, and found by feven days trial that fhe was per- 


| feétly free from her iflue of blood, fhe was to be cleanfed by 


the offering of two turtle doves, or two young pigeons, to 
make an atonement for her, ver. 28, 29. All wicked cour- 


| fes, particularly idolatries, are compared to the uncleannefs, of 


a removed woman, Ezek. xxxvi. 17.; and in allufion to this, 
it is faid of Jerufalem, Lam.i. 9. Her filthine/s is in her fhirts, 
fo that (as it follows, ver. 17.) fhe was fhunned as a menffru- 
ous woman. - 
_ The reafons given for all thefe laws (which we are ready to 
link might very well have been fpared) we have, ver. 31. 
(W.] Thus ball ye feparate the children of Ifrael (for to them 


| only and their fervants and profelytes thefe laws pertained) 


from their uncleannefs: That is, 1. By thefe laws they were 
taught their privilege and honour ; that they were purified unto 
God a peculiar people, and were intended, by the holy God for 


| a kingdom of priefts a holy nation ; for that was a defilement to 
| them, which was not. fo to others. 


2. They were alfo taught 
their duty; which was to preferve the honour of their purity, 
It was eafy 


unavoidable, involuntary, their affliction and not their fin, ren- 
dered them for the time fo odious, that they were not fit for 
communion either with God or man; much more abominable 
and filthy were they, if they finned againft the light and law of 
nature, by drunkennefs, adultery, fraud, and thelike fins, which ~ 
defile the very mind and confcience. And if thefe ceremo- _ 
nial pollutions could not be done away but by facrifice and of 
fering, fomething greater and much more valuable muft be ex- 
pected and depended upon, for the purifying of the foul from 
the uncleannefs of fin. 

[2.] Tus fhall ye prevent their dying in their uncleanne/s, 
by the hand of God’s juftice, if while they were under any of 
thefe defilements they fhould come near ihe fanciuary. Note, 
It is a dangerous thing to die in our uncleannefs: And it is our 
own fault if we do; fince we have not only fair warning gi- 
ven us by. God’s law, againft thofe things that will defile 
us; but alfo fuch gracious provifion made by his gofpel for our 
cleanfing, if at any time we be defiled. 

[3.] In all thefe laws there feems to be a fpecial regard had 
to the honour of the tabernacle, which none muft approach to 
in their uncleannefs,, that they defile not my tabernacle. infinite 
Wifdom took this courfe. to preferve in the minds of that 
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earelefs people a continual dread of, and veneration for, the ma- 

nifeftations of God’s glory and prefence among them in his 

fan@uary. Now the tabernacle of God was with men, famili- 

arity would be apt to breed contempt; and therefore the law 

made fo many things of fréquent incidence to be ceremonial 

pollutions, and to incur an incapacity to draw near to the fanc- 

tuary, and to forbid it upon pain of death, that they never durft 

approach without great caution and reverence, and ferious pre- 

paration, and fear of being found unfit. Thus they were 

taught never to draw near to God but with an awful humble 

fenfe of their diftance and danger, and an exaét obfervance of 
every thing that was required in order to their fafety and ac- 

ceptance. 

And what duty muft we learn from all this? 1. Let us blefs 
God that we are not under the yoke of thefe carnal ordinan- 
ces; that as nothing can deftroy us, fo nothing can defile us, 
but fin. They may now partake of the Lord’s fupper, who + 
durft not then eat of the peace-offerings. And the defilement 
we contract by our fins of daily infirmity, we may be cleanfed 
from in fecret by the renewed ats of repentance and faith, 
without bathing in water, or bringing an offering to the door 
of the tabernacle. 2. Let us carefully abftain from all fin, as 
defiling to the confcience, and particularly from all flefhly lufts ; 
poffeffing our veffel in fandification and honour, and not in the 
lufis of uncleanne/s, which not only pollute the foul, but war a- 
gainft it, and threaten its ruin. 3. Let us all fee how indif- 
penfably neceflary real holinefs is to our future happinefs ; and 
get our hearts purified by faith, that we may /ee God.  Per- 
haps it is an allufion to thefe laws that forbade the unclean to 
approach the fanétuary, that when it is afked, Who /hall fland 
in God’s holy place? it is anfwered, He ‘that hath clean hands 
and a pure heart, Pfal. xxiv. 3, 4. For without holinefs no. 


man fhall fee the Lord. & 


CET Ar Ps eV; * 
In this chapter we have the inflitution of the annual folemnt- 
ty of the day of atonement, or expiation; which had as 
much gofpel ip it as perhaps any of the appointments of the 
ceremonial law, as appears by the reference the apoftle 
hath to zt, Heb. ix. 7. &c. We had before divers laws 
concerning fin-offerings for particular perfons, and to be 
offered upon particular occafions ; but this is concerning 
tbe fiated facrifice, in which the whole nation was inte- 
refed. The whole fervice of the day is committed to the 
high prief. 1. He muft never come into the moft holy 
place but upon this day, ver. 1,2. Il. He muft come 
dreffed in the linen garments, ver. 4. 11. He muf? bring 
a fin-offering and a burnt-ofering for him/felf, ver. 3. Of- 
fer his fin-offering, ver. 6, 11.: Then go within the vail 
with fome of the blood of his jin-offering; burn incenfe, 
and fprinkle the blood before the mercy-Jeat, ver. 12,14. 
IV. Two goats muft be provided for the people; lots caft 
upon them; and (1.) One of them muft be a fin-offering for 
the people, ver. 5,7, 8, 9.3 and the blood of it muft be 
Jprinkled before the mercy-feat, ver. 15,—17.; And then 
fome of the blood of both the fin-offerings muf} be fprinkled 
upon the aliar, ver. 18,19. (2.) The other muft be a 
JSeape-goat, ver. 10.: The fins of Ifrael muft be confeffed o- 
_ ver him, and then he muft be fent away into the wilder- 
nefs, Ver. 20,—22.; and he that brought him away muft 
be ceremonially unclean. VV. The burnt-offerings were 
- then to be offered ; the fat of the fin-oferings burnt on the 
altar, and their flefh burnt without the camp, ver. 23, 24, 
25, 245 28% 
ligioufly by a holy refi, and holy mourning for fins and this 
was to be a flalute for ever, ver. 290,—34. 
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VI. The people were to obferve the day re-— 


Chap. XVIp 


ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, after the 
I’ death of the two fons of Aaron, when they 
offered before the Lorn, and died: 2 And the 
Lorp faid unto Mofes, Speak unto Aaron thy 
brother, that he come not at all times into the 
holy place within the vail, before the mercy-teat, 
which is upon the ark; that he die not: for I 
will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-feat. 
3 Thus fhall Aaron come into the holy place: 
with a young bullock for a fin-offering, and a 
ram for a burnt-offering. 4 He fhall put on 
the holy linen coat, and he fhall have the linen 
breeches upon his flefh, and fhall be girded with 
the linen girdle, and with the linen mitre fhall 
he be attired: thefe are.holy garments; there- 
fore fhall he wafh his flefh in water, and /o put 
them on. 


Here is, Firf, The date of this law concerning the day of 
atonement. It was after the death of the two fons of Aaron, © 
ver. 1.3 which. we read of, chap. x. 1. (1.) Left Aaron 
fhould fear that any remaining guilt of that fin fhould cleave 
to his family, or (feeing the priefts were fo apt to offend) that 
fome after-fin of his other fons fhould be the ruin of his family, 
he is directed how to make atonement for his hou/e, that it might 
keep in with God ; for the atonement for it would be the e- 
ftablifhment of it, and preferve the entail of the blefling upon 
it. (2.) The priefts being warned by the death of Nadab and 
Abihu to approach to God with reverence and godly fear, o- 
therwife they came at their peril, directions are here given how 
the neareft approach might be made, not only without peril, but 
to unfpeakable advantage and comfort, if the directions were 
obferved. When they were cut off for an undue approach, the 
reft muft not fay, Then we will not draw near at all; but, 
then we will do it dy rule. They died: for their fin; there- 
fore God gracioufly provides for the reft, that they die not. 
Thus God’s judgments on fome fhould be inftructions to o- 
thers. : 

Secondly, The defign of this law. One intention of it was 
to preferve a veneration for the mo/t-ho/y place, within the vail,. 
where the Shechinah or divine glory was pleafed to dwell be- 
tween the cherubims; ver. 2. Speak unto Aaron, that he come 
not at all times into the holy place. Before the vail fome of the 
priefts came every day to burn incenfe upon the golden altar : 
But within the vail none muft ever come, but the high prieft 
only ; and he but on one day in the year, and with great ce- 
remony and caution. That place where God manifefted his 
{pecial _prefence, muft not be made common. If none mutt 
come into the prefence-chamber of an earthly king uncalled, 
no, not the queen herfelf, upon pain of death, Eith. iv. 11. 
was it not requifite that the fame facred refpeé&t fhould be paid 
to the King of kings? But fee what a blefled change is made 
by the gofpel of Chrift: All good Chriftians have now bold- 
ncfs to enter into the holieft, through the vail, every day, Heb. 
%. 19, 20.3 and we come boldly, not as Aaron mutt, with fear 
and trembling, to thg throne of grace, or mercy-feat, Heb. iv. 
16. While the manifeftations of God’s prefence and grace were 
Jenfibley it was requifite they fhould thus be confined, and upon 
the referve ; becaufe the objects of fenfe, the more, familiar they 
are made, the lefs azul or delightful they become: But now 
they are purely /pzritual, it is otherwife ; for the objeéts of faith, 


_ the more they are converfed with, the more doth there appear 


Now therefore we are wel- 
come 


of their greatnefs and goodnefs. 
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come to come at all times into the holy place not made with hands; 


for we are made to fit together with Chrift in heavenly places 
by faith, Eph. ii. 6. Then, Aaron mult not come near at 
all times, Leff he die ; we now muft come near at all times, 
that we may live: It is diftance only that is our death, Then 
God appeared in the cloud upon the mercy-feat ; but now with 
open face we behold, not in a dark cloud, but im a clear gla/s, 
the glory of the Lord, 2 Cor. iii. 18. . 

Thirdly, The perfon to whom the work of this day was com- 
mitted ; and that was the high prie/ only, ver. 3. Thus fhall 
Aaron come into the holy place. We was to do all himfelf upon 
the day of atonement; only there was a fecond provided to be 
his fubftitute or fupporter, in cafe any thing fhould befal him, 
either of ficknefs or ceremonial uncleannefs, that he could not 
perform the fervice of the day. All Chriftians are fpiritual 
priefts ; but Chrift only is the High Prieft, and he alone it is 
that makes atonement, nor needed he either afhiftant or fub- 
ftitute. 

Fourthly, The attire of the high prieft in this fervice. He 
was not to be drefled up in his rich garments that were pecu- 
liar to himfelf; he was not to put on the ephod with the pre- 
cious ftones in it; but only the linen clothes which he wore in 
common with the inferior priefts, ver. 4. ‘That meaner drefs 
did beft become him on this. day of humiliation ; and being 
thinner and lighter, he would in them be more expedite for the 
work and fervice of the day, which was all to go through his 
hands. -Chrift our High Prieft made atonement for fin in our 
nature; not in the robes of his own peculiar glory, but the /i- 
nen garments of our mortality, clean indeed, but mean. 


5 And he fhall take of the congregation of 
the children of Ifrael, two kids of the goats for 
a fin-offering, and one ram for a burnt-offering. 
6 And Aaron fhall offer his bullock of the fin- 
offering, which 7s for himfelf, and make an a- 
tonement for himfelf, and for his houfe. 7 And 
he fhall take the two goats, and prefent them 
‘before the Lorp, at the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation. 8 And Aaron fhall caft 
lots upon the two goats; one lot for the Lorp, 
and the other lot for the fcape-goat. g And 
Aaron fhall bring the goat upon which the 
Lorp’s lot fell, and offer him for a fin-offering : 
10 But the goat on which the lot fell to be the 
{cape-goat, fhall be prefented alive before-the 
Lorp, to make an atonement with him, avd to 
let him go for a fcape-goat into the wildernefs. 
tz And Aaron fhall bring the bullock of the 
fin-offering, which zs for himfelf, and fhall make 
an atonement for himfelf, and for his houfe, 
and fhall kill the bullock of the fin-offering 
which zs for himfelf. 
cenfer-full of burning coals of fire from off the 
altar before the Lorp, and his hands-full of 
fweet incenfe beaten fmall, and bring iz within 
the vail. 13 And he fhall put the incenfe up- 
on the fire before the Lorn, that the cloud of 
the incenfe may cover the mercy-feat that zs 
upon the teftimony, that he die not. 14 And 
he fhall take of the blood of the bullock, and 
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12 And he fhall take a 
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fprinkle i¢ with his finger upon the mercy-feat 
eaftward: and before the mercy-feat fhall he 
{prinkle .of the blood with his finger feven 
times. 


The Jewith writers fay, That for feven days before the day 
of expiation, the high prieft was to retire from his own houfe, 
and to dwell in a chamber of the temple, that he might pre- 
pare himfelf for the fervice of this great day. During thofe 
feven days lie himfelf did the work of the inferior priefts about 
the facrifices, incenfe, &c. that he might have in-iis hand for 
this day :_ He muft have the inftitution read to him again and 
again, that he might be fully apprifed of the whole method. 
(1.) He was to begin’ the fervice of the day very early with 
the ufual morning facrifice, after he had firlt wafhed his whole 
body before he dreffed him, and his hands and feet again after. 
He then burnt the daily incenfe, drefled the lamps, and offered. 
the extraordinary facrilice appointed for this day, not here, 
but Numb. xxix. 8. a dullock, a ram, and -feven lambs, all jor 
burnt-offerings. This he is {uppofed to have done in his high 
prieft’s garments. (2.) He muft now put off his rich robes, 
bathe himfelf, put on the linen garments, and mutt prefent un- 
to the Lord his own bullock, which was to be a /in-offering 
for himfelf and his houfe, ver.6. The bullock was fet between 
the temple and the altar: And the offering of him mentioned 
in this verfe, was the making of a folemn confeffion of his fins, — 
and the fins of his houfe, earneftly praying for the forgivenefs 
of them, and this with his hands on the head of the bullock. 
(3-) He muft then caf? /ots upon the two goats, which were to 


_make (both together) one fin-offering for the congregation. 


One of thefe goats muft be flain, in token of a fatisfaétion to.: 
be made to God’s juftice for fin; the other mutt be fent away, 
in token of the remiffion or difiniffion of fin by the mercy of 
God. Both mutt be prefented together to God, ver. 7. be- 
fore the lot was caft upon them; and afterwards the fcape- 
goat by itfelf, ver. 10, Some think goats were chofen for the 
fin-offering, becaufe by the unfavourinefs of their fmell the of- 
fenfivenefs of fin is reprefented: Others think, becaufe it was 
faid’ that the demons, which the heathens then worfhipped, of 
ten appeared to their worfhippers in the form of goats. God 
therefore obliged his people to /acrifice goats, that they might 
never be tempted to facrifice to goats. (4.) The next thing to 
be done was to kill the bullock for the fin-offering, for himfelf 
and: his houfe, ver. 11. Now (fay the Jews) he muft again 
put his hands on the head of the bullock, and repeat the con- 
feflion and fupplication he had before made, and kill the bul- 
lock. with his. own hands, to make atonement for himfelf firlt, 
(for how could he make reeonciliation for the fins of the peo- 
ple, till he was himfelf firft reconciled?) and for his hou/e, not 
only his own family,. but all the pricfts, which are called the 
houfe of Aaron, Pal. cxxxv.19. Thus charity muft begin at 
home, though it muft not end there. The bullock being kill- 
ed, he left one of the priefts to ftir the blood that it might not 
thicken: And then, (5.) He took a cenfer of burning coals _ 
(that would not fmoke) in one hand, and a dih full of the 
fweet incenfe in the other; and then went into the holy of ho 
kes through the vail, went up towards the ark, fet the coals 
down upon the floor, fcattered the incenfe upon them, fo that 
the room was prefently filled with fmoke. The Jews fay, he 
was to go in fide-ways, that he might not look direétly up- | 
on the ark, where the divine glory was, till it was covered with 
{fmoke ; and theo he muft come out backward, out of reverence 
to the Divine Majefty: And after a fhort prayer, he was to 
haften out of the fanctuary, to fhew himfelf to the people, that 
they might not fufpeé that he had mifbehaved himfelf and died 
before the Lord. (6.) He then fetched the blood of the bul- 
lock 


ie 


lock from the prieft, whom he had left ftirring it ; and took 
that in with him the*fecond time into the holy of holies, which 
was now filled with the fmoke of the incenfe ; and fprinkled 
with his finger of that blood upon, or rather towards the mer- 
cy-feat, once over again{t the top of it, and /even times towards 
the lower part of it, ver. 14.: But the drops of blood (as the 
Jews expound it) all fell upon the ground, and none touched 
the mercy-feat. Having done this, he came out of the moft 


holy place, fet the bafon of blood down in the fanftuary, and : 


went out. 


15 4 Then fhall he kill the goat of the fin- 
offering that zs for the people, and bring his 
blood within the vail, and do with that blood as 
he did with the blood of the bullock, and f{prin- 


kle it upon the mercy-feat, and before the mer- | 


cy-feat. 16 And he fhall make an atonement 
for the holy place, becaufe of the uncleannefs 
of the children of Ifrael, and becaufe of their 
tranfgreffions in all their fins: and {fo fhall he 
do for the tabernacle of the congregation that 
remaineth among them, in the midft of their 
uncleannefs. .17 And there fhall be no man in 
the tabernacle of the congregation, when he 


goeth in to make an atonement in the holy © 


place, until he come out, and have made an a- 
tonement for himfelf, and for his houfehold, and 
for all the congregation of Hfrael. 18 And he 
thall go out unto the altar that zs before the Lorp 
and make an atonement for it; and fhall take 
of the blood of the bullock, and of the blood of 
the goat, and put z¢ upon the horns of the altar 
round about. x9 And he fhall fprinkle of the 
blood upon it with his finger feven times, and 
cleanfe it, and hallow it from the uncleannefs of 
the children of Ifrael. 


When the prieft was come out from fprinkling the blood of 
the bullock before the mercy-feat. (1.) He muft next kill the 
goat which was the fin-offering for the people, ver. 15.; and 
go the third time into the holy of holies, to fprinkle the blood 
of the goat, as he had done that of the bullock ; and thus he 
was to make atonement for the holy place, ver. 16.: i. e. where- 
as the people by their fins had provoked God to take away 
thofe ‘tokens of his favourable prefence with them, and render- 
ed even that holy place unfit to be the habitation of the holy 
God; atonement was hereby made for fin, that God being re- 
conciled to them, might continue with them. (2.) He mutt 
then do the fame for the outward part of the tabernacle, that 
he had done for the inner room, by {prinkling the blood of the 
bullock firft, and thea of the goat, without the vail, there where 
the table and incenfe-altar (food, eight times éach as before. 
‘The reafon intimated is, Becau/e the tabernacle remained among /t 
them in the midft of their uncleanne/s, ver. 16. God would 
hereby fhew them how much their hearts needed to be purified, 
even when the tabernacle, only by ftanding in the mid{t of fuch 
an impure and finful people, needed this expiation; and alfo, 
‘That even their devotions and religious performances had much 
amifs in them, for which it was neceflary that atonement fhould 
be made. During this folemnity, none of the inferior priefts 
tauft come into the tabernacle, yer. 17.3 buty by ftamding with- 
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out, muft own themfelves unworthy and unfit to minifter there, 


becavfe their follies and defects, and manifold impurities in their 
miniftry, had made this expiation of the tabernacle neceffary. 
(3.) He mutt then put fome of the blood, both of the bullock 
and of the goat mixed together, upon the horns of the altar, 
that is Zefore the Lord, ver. 18, 19. It is certain the alter of 
incenfe had this blood put upon it, for fo it is exprefsly order- 
ed, Exod. xxx. 10.: But fome think this directs the high 
prieft to the altar of burnt-offerings, (for that alfo is here called 
the altar before the Lord, ver. 12.) becaufe he is faid to go out 


| to it, and becaufe it may be prefumed that that alfo had need 


of an expiation; for to that the gifts and offerings of the chil- 
dren of Lfrael were all brought, from whofe uncleannefs the al- 
tar is here faid to be hallowed. 


20 YF And when he hath made an end of re- 
conciling the holy place, and the tabernacle of 


| the congregation, and the altar, he fhall bring 


the live goat: 27 And Aaron fhall lay both his 
hands upon the head of the live goat, and con- 
fefs over him all the iniquities of the children 
of Ifrael, and all their tranfgreffions in all their 
fins, putting them upon the head of the goat, 
and fhall fend sim away by the hand of a fit 
man into the wildernefs. 22 And the goat fhall 
bear upon him all their iniquities, unto a land 
not inhabited: and he fhall let go the goat in 
the wildernefs. 23 And Aaron fhall come in- 
to the tabernacle of the congregation, and fhall 
put off the linen garments, which he put on 
when he went into the holy place, and fhall 
leave them there. 24 And he {hall wath his 
flefh with water in the holy place, and put on 
his garments, and come forth, and offer his burnt- 
offering, and the burnt-offering of the people, 
and make an atonement for himfelf, and for the 
people. 25 And the fat of the fin-offering hall 
he burn upon the altar. 26 And he that let 
go the goat for the fcape-goat, fhall wath his 
clothes, and bathe his flefh in water, and after- 
ward come into the camp. 27 And the bul- 
lock for the fin-offering, and the goat fur the 
fin-offering, whofe blood was brought in to 
make atonement in the holy place, fhall ove car- 
ry forth without the camp, and they fhall burn 
in the fire their fkins and their flefh, and their 
dung. 28 And he that burneth them, thalf 
wath his clothes, and bathe his flefh in water, 
and afterward he fhall come into the camp. 


The bigh-prieft having prefented unto the Lord the expia- 


| tory facrifices by; the {prinkling of their blood, the remainder 


of which it is probable he poured out at the foot of the brazen 
altar. (1.) He is next to confe/s the fins of Zrael, with both 
his hands upon the head of the feape-goat, ver. 21, 22. And, 
whenever hands were impofed upon the head: of any facrifice; 
it was always done with confe/fion, according as the nature of 
the facrifice was; and this being a fin-offering, it muft be a 
confeffion of fin.. In the latter and more degenerate ages of the 

: Jewith 
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Jewith church, they had a fet form of confeffion !prepared for 
the high prieft: But God here preferibed none ; for it might 
be that the high prieft was fo well acquainted with 
the ftate of the people, and had fuch a tender concern for them, 
that he needed not any form. ‘The confeflion mult be as pat- 
ticular as he could make it, not only of all the iniquities of the 
children of Ifrael, but all their tranfgreffions in all their fins. In 
one fin thete may be many tranfpreffions, from the feveral ag- 
gravating circumftances of it: And in our confefhions we fhould 
take notice of them; and not only fay, J have finned ; but, with 
Achan, Thus and thus have I done. By this confeffion, he 
mult put the fins of Ifrael upon the head of the goat: i. e. A&t- 
ing faith upon the divine appointment, which conftituted fuch 
a tranflation, he maft transfer the punifhment incurred from 
the finnérs to the facrifice; which had been but a jeft, nay, an 
affront to God, if he himfelf had not ordained it. (2.) The 
goat was then to be fent away immediately by the hand of a 
jt perfon, pitched upon for the purpofe, into a wilderne/s, aland 
not inhabited: And God allowed them to make this conftruc- 
tion of it, That the fending away of the goat was the fending 
away of their fins, by a free and full remiflion; ver. 22. He 
Jfhall bear upon him all their iniquities. "The loling of the goat 
was a fign to them, that the fins of J/rael. fhould be fought for, 
and not be found, jer. \. 40. The later Jews had a cuftom to 
tie one fhred of {carlet cloth to the horns of the goat, and ano- 
ther to the gate of the temple, or to the top of the rock where 
the goat was loft ; and they concluded, that if it turned white 
as they fay it ufually did, the fins of Z/rae/ were forgiven ; as 
it is written, Though your fins have been as fearlet, they fhall be 
as wool. And they add, That for forty years before the de- 
{traction of Jerufalem by the Romans, the {carlet cloth never 
changed colour at all; which is a fair confeflion, that having 
rejected the fubftance, the fhadow ftood them in no ftead. (3.) 
he high prieft muft then put off bis /nen garments in the ta- 
berniacle, and /eave them there, (the Jews fay) never to be worn 
more by himfelf, or any other, for they made new ones every 
_ years and he mauft bathe himfelf in water, put on his rich clothes, 
dnd then offer both his own and the people’s burnt-oferings, 
ver. 23, 24. When we have the comfort of pardon, God muft 
_ have the glory of it. If we have the benefit of the facrifice of 
atonement, we muft not grudge the facrifices of acknowledge- 
_ ment. And it fhould feem the burning of the fat of the fin- 
offering was deferred till now, ver. 25. that it might be con/u- 
med with the burnt-offerings. (4.) The flefh of both thofe fin- 


offerings, whofe blood was taken within the vail, was to be all 


burnt, not upon the altar, but at a diftance without the camp, 
to fignify both our putting away of fin, by true repentance and 
the fpirit of burning; and God’s putting it away, by a full re- 
mifion, fo that it fhall never rife up in judgment again{ft us. 
45.) He that took the fcape-goat into the wildernefs, and they 
that burnt the fin-offering, were to be looked upon as ceremo- 
‘nially unclean ; and muft not come into the camp till they had 
wafbed their clothes, and bathed their flelb in water: Which 
fignified the defiling nature of fin; even the facrifice, which 
was but made fin, was defiling ; alfo the imperfection of the 
legal facrifices: They were fo far from taking away fin, that 
“even they left fome ftain upon thofe that touched them. La/lly, 
When all this was done, the-high prieft went again into the 
moft holy place to fetch his cenfer; and fo returned to his 
ewn houfe with joy, becaufe he had done his duty, and died 


_ 29 Y And zhis fhall be a ftatute for ever un- 
to you: that in the feventh month, on the tenth 
day of the month, ye fhall afflict your fouls, and 


do no work at all, wherber it be one of your — 


 fatute for ever, Ver. 295-34. 


own country, or a firanger that fojourneth a- 
mong you. 30 For on that day fhall the prie/t 
make an atonement for you, to cleanfe you, that 
ye may be clean from all your fins before the 
Lorp. 31 It fhall be a fabbath of reft unto 
you, and ye {hall afflict your fouls by a ftatute 
for ever. 32 And the prieft whom he fhall a- 
noint, and whom he fhall confecrate to minifter 
in the prieft’s office in his father’s ftead, fhall 
make the atonement, and fhall put on the linen 
clothes, even the holy garments. 33 And he 
fhall make an atonement for the holy fanctu- 
ary, and he fhall make an atonement for the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and for the al- 
tar: and he fhall make an atonement for the 
priefts, and for all the people of the congrega- 
tion. 34 And this fhall be an everlafting fta- 
tute unto you, to make ari atonement for the 
children of Hrael, for all their fins, once a-year. 
And he did as the Lorzp commanded Mofes. 


Here is, Firf, The day appointed for this folemnity: It 
mutt be obferved yearly on the tenth day of the feventh month, 
ver. 25. The feventh month had been reckoned the firft 
month, till God appointed, that the month in which the chil- 
dren of Ifrael came out of Egypt fhould from thenceforward 
be accounted and called the frff month. Some have fancied 
that this tenth day of the feventh month was the day of the 
year on which our firft parents fel!, and that it was kept as a 
faft in remembrance of that. Dr Lightfoot computes that 
this was the day on which Mofes came the laft tme down 
from the mount, when he brought with him the renewed tables, 
and the affurances of God’s being fully reconciled to Urael, and 
his face fhone: That day muft be a day of utonement through- 
out their generations ; for the remembrance of God’s forgiving 
them their fin about the golden calf, might encourage them to 
hope, that upon their repentance he would forgive them a// 
tre/paffes. 

Secondly, The duty of the people on this day. (1.) They 


. muft reft from all their labours: [7 fall be a fabbath of reft, 


ver. 31. The work of the day was ifelf enough; and a good 
day’s work, if it was done well; therefore they muft do zo o- 
ther work at all. The work ef hamiliation for fin requires 
fuch a clofe application of mind, and fuch a fixed engagement 
of the whole man, as will not allow a diverfion to any other 
work. The day of atonement feems to be that fabbath fpoken 
of by the prophet, Ifa. Iviii. 13.; for it is the fame with the 
fof {poken of in the verfes before. (2.) They muft afd 
their fouls: They muft refrain from ajl bodily refrefhments 


_ aod delights, in token of inward humiliation and contrition of 
foul for their fins. 


They all fafted on this day from food, 
(except the fick and children,) and laid afide their ornaments, 
and did’ not anoint themfelves; as Daniel, chap. x. 3, 12. 
David chaftened his foul with fafting, Plal. xxxv. 13. And 


: it fignified the mortifying of fin, and turning from it; loofing 


the bands of wickednefs, Va. viii. 6, 7. The Jewith doétors 
advifed that they fhould not oa that day read thofe portions of 
feripture-which were proper to affe& them with joy and de 
light, becaufe it was a day to afflia their fouls. 

Thirdly, The perpetuity of this inftitution: J /oall be a 
It muft not be intermitted any 
year, nor ever let fall, till that conftitution fhould be pew: 
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and the type fhould be fuperfeded by the antitype. As long 
as we are continually finning, we muft be continually repent- 
ing, and receiving the atonement. The law of affidting our fouls 
for fin, is a fatute for ever, which will continue in force till 
we come there where all tears, even thofe of repentance, will 
be wiped from our eyes. The apoftle obferves it as an evidence 
of the infufficiency of the legal facrifices to take away fin, and 
purge the confcience from it, that in them there was a remem- 
brance made of fin every year, upon the day of atonement, 
(Heb. x. 1, 2, 3.) The annual repetition of the facrifices, 


fhewed, that there was in them only a faint and feeble effort . 


towards making atonement: It could be done effectually only 
by offering up of the body of Chri/t once for all; and that once 
was fufficient ; that facrifice needed not to be repeated. 

Let us therefore fee what there was of gofpel in all this. 

I. Here is typified the two great gofpel privileges of the re- 
miffion of fin, and acce/s to God; both which we owe to the 
mediation of our Lord Jefus. 

Here then let us fee : 

[t.] The expiation of guilt which Chrift made for us. He 
is himfelf both the maker and the matter of the atonement: For 
he 1s, 

1. The prieft, the High Prie/f, that makes reconciliation for 
the fins of the people, Heb. ii. 17. He, and none but he, is par 
negotio, fit for the work, and worthy of the honour. He is 
appointed by the Father to do it ; who fanétified him, and 
fent him into the world for this purpofe, that God might in him 
reconcile the world to himfelf. THe undertook it; and for our 
fakes fandified himfelf, and fet himfelf apart for it, John xvii. 
19. The high prieft’s frequent bathing himfelf on this day, 
and performing the fervice of it in fine linen clean and white, 
fignified the holinefs of the Lord Jefus, his perfe@ purity from 
all fin, and his being beautified and adorned with all grace. 
No man was to be with the high prieft when he made atone- 
ment, ver. 17.: for our Lord Jefus was to tread the wine-pre/s 
alone, and of the people there mutt be none with him, Va. |xii. 
3:2 Therefore when he entered upon his fufferings, all his dif- 
ciples forfook him and fled ; for if any of them had been taken 
and put to death with him, it would have looked as if they 
had aflifted in making the atonement ? None but thieves, con- 
cerning whom there could be no fuch fufpicion, muft fuffer 
with him. And obferve what the extent of the atonement 
was, which the high prief? made: It was for the holy fanduary, 

for the tabernacle, for the altar, for the priefts, and for all the 
people, ver. 33. Chrift’s fatisfaction is that which atones for 
the fins both of minifters and people, the iniguities of our holy 
(and our.unholy ) things: The title we have to. the privilege 
of ordinances, our comfort in them, and -benefit by them, is 
all owing to the atonement Chrift made. But whereas the a- 
tonement which the high prieft made, pertained only to the 
congregation of L/rael ; Churilt is the propitiation not for our fins 
only that are Jews, but for the fins of the whole Gentile world. 
And in this alfo Chrift infinitely excelled Aaron, That Aaron 
needed to offer facrifice for his own fin firlt, which he was to 


make confeihon of upon the head of his /m-offering ; but our 


Lord Jefus had no fin of his own to anfwer for: Such a High 
Prieft became us, Yieb. vit. 25, 26.: And therefore when he 
as baptized in Fordan, whereas others flood in the water, 
confeffing their fins, Matth. i. 6. he went up firaighiway om 
of the water, ver. 16. having no fins to confefs, 
2. As he is the High Prielt, fo he is the facrifice with which 
atonement is made; for he is a// in all in our reconciliation to 


God. Thus he was figured by the ¢evo goats, which both | 


made one offering: ‘Vhe flain goat was a type of Chrift dy- 
ing for our fin; the fcape-goat a type of Chrift rifing again 
for our juftification. It was directed dy lot, the di/pofal 
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whereof was of the Lord, which goat fhould be flain: For 
Chrift was delivered dy the determinate coun/él und foreknowledge 
of God. (1.) The atonement is faid to be completed by pus- 
ting the fins of Ifrael upon the head of the goat: ‘They deferved 
to have been abandoned and fent into a land. of forgetfulnefs ; 
but that punifhment was here transferred to the goat that bore 
their fins :. With reference to which, God is faid to have laid 
upon our Lord Jefus (the fubftance of all thefe fhadows) the 
iniquity of us all, Ua, lit. 6.: And he is faid to have borne 
our fins, even the punifhment of them, im his own body upon 
the tree, 1 Pet. it. 24. ‘Thus was he made fin for us; that is 
a facrifice for fin, 2 Cor. v. 21. He fuffered and died, not 
only for our good, but in our ftead, and was forfaken, and 
feemed to be forgotten for a time’; that we might not be for- 
faken and forgotten for ever. Some learned men have com- 
puted, that our Lord Jefus was baptized of John in Jordan up- 
on the tenth day of the-feventh month, which was the very day 
of atonement: Then he entered on his office, as Mediator; and 
was immediately driven of the Spirit into the wildernefs, a land 
not inhabited. (2.) The confequent of this was, That all the 
iniquities of Ifrael were carried into a land of forgetfulne/s. 
Thus Chrift the lamb of God takes away thefin of the world, 
by taking it upon himfelf, John i. 29.: And when God for- 
gives fin, he is faid to remember it no more, Heb. viii. 12.; to 
caft it behind his back, Va. xxxviii. 17. into the depths of the 
fea, Mic. vii. 19.3; and to feparate it as far as the eaft is from 
the weft, Pfal. cil. 12. / 

[2.] The entrance into heaven, which Chrift made for us, is 
here, typified by the high prieft’s entrance into the moft holy 
place. This the apoftle hath expounded, Heb. ix. 7, &e, 
and he fhews, 1/?, That heaven is the holie? of all, but mot of 
that building ; and that the way into it by faith, hope, and 
prayer, through a Mediator, was not then fo clearly manifeft- 
ed as it is to us now by the gofpel. 2d/y, That Chrift, our 
High Prieft, entered into heaven at his afcenfion once for all, 
and as a public perfon,in the name of all his fpiritual Ifrael, and. 
through the vail of his flefh, which was rent for that purpofe, 
Heb. x. 20. 3dly, That he entered Jy his own blood, Heb. 
ix. 12.3 taking with him to heaven the virtues of the facri- 
fice he offered on earth, and fo fprinkling his blood, as it were, 
before the mercy-feat, where it /peaks. better things than the 
blood of bulls and goats could do: Hence he is faid to appear 
in the midft of the throneas a Lamb that had been flain, Rev. 
v. 6. And though he had no fin of his own to expiate, Yet 
it was by his own merit that he obtained for himfelf a reftora- 
tion to his own ancient glory, John xvii. 4, 5. as well as an 
eternal redemption for us, Heb. ix. 12. 4thly, The high prieft 
in the holy place burnt incenfe ; which ‘typified the interceflion 
that Chrift ever lives to make for us within the vail, in the 
virtue of his fatisfaétion. And we could not expect to five, 
no, not before the mercy-/eat, if it were not covered with the 
cloud of this incenfe. Mere mercy itfelf will not fave us, 
without the interpofal of a Mediator. The interceflion of 
Chrift is there fet forth before God as incenfe, as this incenfe. 
And as the high prieft interceded ‘for himfelf firft, then for his 


houfehold, and then for all Ifrael; fo our Lord Jefus in the 


xviith of St John (which was a fpecimen of the interceflion he 
makes in heaven) recommended Aim/elf firt to his Father, 
then his difciples who were his houfehold, and then all that 
Should believe on him through their word, as all Urael,.and ha- 
ving thus dire¢ted the ufcs and intentions of his offering, he 
was immediately feized and crucified, purfuant to thefe inten- 
tions. §hly, Herein the entry Chrift made far exceeded Aa- 
ron’s. ‘That Aaron could not gain admiffion, no, not for his 
own fons, into ‘the moft holy place; but our Lord fees has 
confecrated for us allo a new and a living way into the holieft, 
: Pa? ea ’ fo 

\ 
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fo that we alfo have bo/dnefs to enter, Heb. x. 19, 26. And 
(laftly) the High Prieft was to come out again: But’our 
Lord Jefus ever ives making interceflion, and a/ways appears 
in the prefence of God for us; whither as the fore-runner he is 

Jor us entered and where as agent he doth for us refide. 

II. Here is likewife typified the two great gofpel-duties of 
_ faith and-repentance, by which we are qualified for ite atone- 
ment, and come to be entitled to the benefit of it. 

(1.) By faith we mutt put our hands upon the head of the 
offering ; relying on Chnift, as the Lord our righteou/nefs ; 
pleading his fatisfaction as that which was alone able to atone 
for our fins, and procure us a pardon: Thou /halt anfwer, 
Lord, for me. ‘This is all I have to fay for myfelf, Chri/? was 
dead, yea, rather is rifen again; to his grace and government 
I entirely fubmit myfelf, and in him I receive the atonement, 
Rom. v. 11. (2.) By repentance we mult affid our fouls: 
Not only fafting for a time from the delights of the body ; but 
inwardly forrowing for our fins, and living a life of felf-denial 
and mortification. We mutt alfo make a penitent confeflion of 
fin: And this with an eye to Chrift whom we have pierced, 
and mourning becaufe of him; and a hand of faith upon the 
atonement, affuring ourfelves, that if qwe confe/s our fins God, is 
faithful and juft to forgive us our fins, and to cleanfe us from all 
unrighicoufne/s. : 

La/fily, In the year of jubilee, the trumpet which proclaim- 
ed the liberty was ordered to be founded in the clofe of the 
day of atonement, Lev. xxv. 9. For the remiflion of our debt, 

_ releafe from our bondage, and our return to our inheritance, is 
all owing to the mediation and interceflion of Jefus Chrift. 
By the atonement we obtain reft for our fouls, and all the 
glorious liberties of the children of God. 
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After the law concerning the atonement to be made for all 
Lrael, by the high pric, at the tabernacle, with the blood 
of bulls and goats; in this chapter we have two prohibi- 
tions neceffary for the prefervation of the honour of that 
atonement. (1.) That no facrifice fhould be offered by a- 

. np other but the prices, nor any where but at the door of 

_ the tabernacle, and this upon pain of death, ver. 1,—9. 

2.) That no blood /hould be eaten, and this under the fame 


~ penalty, ver. 10,—16. 


’ A ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 2 
Speak unto Aaron, and unto his fons, and 

- unto all the children of Ifrael, and fay unto 
_ them, This zs the thing which the Lorp hath com- 
manded, faying, 3 What man foever there be of 
the houfe of Hrael, that killeth an ox, or lamb, 
or goat in the camp, or that killeth it out of 

_ the camp, 4 And bringeth it not unto the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, to offer 
an Offering unto the Lorp before the taber- 
~ nacle of the Lorn; blood fhall be imputed unto 
- that man, he hath fhed blood; and that man 
© fhall be cut off from among his people: 5 To 
- the end that the children of Ifrael may bring 
their facrifices, which they offer in the open 
* field, even that they may bring them unto the 
the Lorp, unto the door of the tabernacle of 
thé congregation unto the prieft, and offer 
them for peace-offerings unto the Lorn. 6 

VoL. 
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f Aad the prieft fhall fprinkle the blood upon 
the altar of the Lorn, at the door of the taber- 
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nacle of the congregation, and burn the fat for 
afweet favour unto the Lorp. 7 And they 
fhall no more offer their facrifices unto devils, 
after whom they have gone a-whoring: this 
fhall be a ftatute for ever unto them through- 
out their generations. 8 And thou fhalt fay 
unto them, Whatfoever man there be of the 
houfe of Ifrael, or of the ftrangers which fo- 
journ among you, that offereth a burnt-offer- 
ing or facrifice, g And bringeth it not unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation, to 
offer it unto the Lorp; even that man {hall be 
cut off from among his people. 


This ftatute obliged all the people of Ifrael to bring all their 
facrifices to God’s altar, to be offered there. And as to this _ 
matter we muft confider, 

Firft, How it had ftood-before. 

[1.] It was allowed to all people to build altars, and offer 
facrifices‘ to God where they pleafed. Wherever Abraham 
had a tent, he built an altar ; and every matter of a family was 
a prieft to his own family ; as Job, chap. i. 5. 

[2.] This liberty had been an occafion of idolatry. When 
every man was his own prieft, and had an altar of his own; 
by degrees, as they became vain in their imaginations, they in-_ 
vented gods of their own, and offered their facrifices unto de- 
mons, ver. 7. The word fignifies rough or hairy goats, becaufe 
it is probable in that fhape the evil fpirits often appeared to 
them, to invite their facrifices, and to fignify their acceptance 
of them. For the devil, ever fince he became a revolter from 
God, and a rebel again{ft him, hath fet up for a rival with 
him, and coveted to have divine honours paid him: He had 


| the impudence to move it to our bleffed Saviour, to fall down 


and worfbip him. The Ifraelites themfélyes had learnt in E- 
gypt to facrifice to demons. And fome of them, it fhould feem, 
practifed it even fince the God of Ifrael had fo glorioufly ap- 
peared for them, and with them. ‘They are {aid to go a-who- 
ring after thefe demons : For it was fuch a breach of their co-_ 
venant with God, as adultery.is of the marriage-covenant ;, and 
they were as ftrongly addicted to their idolatrous worthips, and 
as hardly reclaimed from them, as thofe that have given them- 
felves over to fornication, to work all uncleanne/s with greedi- 
ne/s: And therefore it is with reference to this that God calls 
himfelf a jealous God. 

Secondly, How this law fettled it. 

[1.] Some think that the children of Ifrael were by this 
law forbidden, while they were in the wildernefs, to kill any 
beef, or mutton, or veal, or lamb, or goat, even for their com- 
mon eating, but at the door of the tabernacle, where the blood 
and the fat were to be offered to God upon the altar, and the 
flefh returned back to the offerer to be eaten as a peace-offer- 
ing, according to the law. And the {tatute is fo worded, ver. , 
3, 4. as to favour this opinion; for it fpeaks generally of Ai//- 
ing any ox,-or lamb, or goat.. The learned Dr Cudworth 
puts this fenfe upon it; and thinks, That while they had their 


‘tabernacle fo near them in the mid{t of their camp, they eat 


no flefh but what had firft been offered to God; but that when 


| they were entering Canaan, this conftitution was altered, Deut. 
xii. 21. and they were allowed to kill their beafts of the flock 


and herd’ at home, as well as the roe-buck and the hart: only 
thrice a-year they were to fee God at his tabernacle, and to eat 
. 2F and 
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and drink before him there. And it is probable in the wil- 
dernefs they did not eat much flefh, but that of their peace-of- 
ferings ; preferving what cattle they had for breed, againft they 
came to Canaan: Therefore they murmured for fle/h, being 
weary of manna; and Mofes on that occafion {peaks as if they 
were very {paring of the flocks and the herds, Numb. xi. 4, 
22. 
when it is exprefsly faid to be a flatute for ever, ver. 7. And 
therefore, 

[2.] It fhould feem rather to forbid only the killing of 
beafts for /acrifice any where but at God’s altar. They muft 
not offer facrifice, as they had done in the open field, ver. 5. no, 
not to the true God; but it muft be brought to the pricf, to 
be offered on the altar of the Lord: And the mighty folemni- 
ty they bad iately feen of confecrating both the priefts and the 
altar, would ferve for a good reafon why they fhould confine 
themfelves to both thefe, that God had fo fignally appointed 
and owned. ‘This Jaw obliged not only the Ifraelites them- 
felves, but the profelytes and frrangers that were circumcifed 
and fojourned among them, who were in danger of retaining an 
affeGtion to their old ways of worfhip. If any fhould tranfgrefs 

. this law, and offer facrifice any where but at the tabernacle, 
(1.) The guilt was great: Blood, foall be imputed to that man; 

be hath fhed blood, ver. 4. Though it was but a beaft he had 

killed, yet killing it otherwife than God had appointed, he was 
looked upon as a murderer. It is by the divine grant that we 
have liberty to kill the inferior creatures, which we are not en- 
titled to the benefit of unlefs we fubmit to the limitations of 
it; which are, that it be not done either with cruelty, or with 
duperftition, Gen. ix. 3, 4. Nor was there ever any greater 
abufe done to the inferior creatures, than when they were 
made either falfe gods, or facrifices to falfe gods; which the 
apoftle perhaps has fpecial refetence to when he {peaks of the 
vanity and bondage of corruption which the creature was made 
fubjed to, Rom. viii. 20, 21. compare chap. i. 23, 25. Idola- 
trous facrifices were looked upon not only as adultery, but as 
murder; he that offereth them, is as if he flew a man, Mia. 
ixvi. 3. (2.) The punifhment fhould be fevere: That man fhaH 
be cut off from among his people. Fither the magiftrate muft do 
it, if it were manoifeft and notorious; or if not, God would 
take the work into his own hands, and the offender fhould be 
cut off by fome immediate ftroke of divine juftice. The rea-' 
fons why God thus {tri€tly ordered all their facrifices to be of- 
fered-at one place were, 1. For the preventing of idolatry and 
fuperftition. That facrifices might be offered to God, and ac- 
cording to the rule, and without innovations, they muft always 
be offered by the hands of the pricfts, who were fervants in 
God’s houfe, and under the eye of the high prieft, who was 
ruler of the houfe, and took care to fee every thing done ac- 
cording to God’s ordinance. 2. For the fecuring of the ho- 
nour of God’s temple and altar; the peculiar dignity of which 
would be endangered, if they might offer their facrifices any 
where elfe as well as there. 3. For the preferving. of -unity 
and brotherly love among the Ifraelites, that meeting all at 
one altar, as all the children of the family meet daily at one 

' table, they might live and love as brethren, and_be as one man 

of one mind in the Lord. 

Thirdly, How this law was obferved. 

(1.) While the Ifraclites kept their integrity, they had a 
tender and very jealous regard to this law, as appears by their 
zeal again{ft the altar which was erected by the two tribes 
and a half; which they would by no means have left ftand- 
ing, if they had not been fatisfied that it was never defigned, 
nor fhould ever be ufed for facrifice or offering, Jofh. xxii. 
he, 5c. > 

(2.) The breach of this law was for many ages the fcanda~ 
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Yet it is hard to conftrue this as a temporary law, : 


. It, fhall be cut off. 
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lous and incurable corruption of the Jewifh church; witnefs | 
that complaint which fo often occurs in the hiftory even of the 
good kings, Howbeit the high places were not taken away; and 
it was an inlet to the groffeft idolatries. : 
(3.) Yet this law was in extraordinary cafes difpenfed with. 
Gideon’s facrifice, Judg. vi. 26. Manoah’s, Judg. xiii. 19. Sa- 
muel’s, 1° Sam. vii. Q.---1X. 13.—xi. 15. David’s, 2 Sam. xxiv. 
18. and Elijah’s, 1 Kings xviii. 25. were accepted, though 
not offered at the ufual place: But thefe were all either order- 
ed by angels, or offered by prophets; and fome think, that af- 
ter the defolation of Shiloh, and before the building of the 
temple, while the ark and altar were unfettled, it was more al- 
lowable to offer facrifice elfewhere. 
Fourthly, How this matter ftands. now, and what ufe we 
are to make of this law. 
iff, It.is certain, the fpiritual facrifices we are now to offer 
are not confined to any one place. Our Saviour hath made 
this clear, John iv. 21.; and the apoftle, 1 Tim. ii. 8.; ac- 
cording to the prophecy, that in every place incenfe Should be of= 
fered, Mal. i. 11. We have now no temple nor altar that fanc- 
tifies the gift; nor doth the gofpel unity lie in one place, but in 
‘one heart, and the unity of the Spirit. 
adly, Chrift is our altar, and the true tabernacle, Heb. ix.. 
II.—xiii. 10.: In him God dwells among us; and it is in 
him that our facrifices are acceptable to God, and in him only, 
1 Pet. ii. 5. To fet up other mediators, or other altars, or 
other expiatory facrifices, is in effect to fet up other gods. He 
is the centre of unity, in whom all God’s Hrael meet. 
.3dly, Yet we are to have refpe& to the pudlic worfbip of 
God, not forfaking the affemblies of his people, Heb. x. 25. 
The Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dweilings. 
of Facob; and fo foould we: See Ezek. xx. 40. Though 
God will gracioufly accept our family-offerings, we muft not. 
therefore neglect the door of the tabernacle. 


10 And whatfoever man there be of the 
houfe of Hrael, or of the ftrangers that fojourn 


among you, that eateth any manner of blood ;- | 
I will even fet my face againft that foul that | 


eateth blood, and will cut him off from among 
his people. 11 For the life of the flefh is in the 
blood, and I have given it to you upon the al- 
tar, to make an atonement for your fouls: for it 
is the blood that maketh an atonement for the 


foul. 
of Ifrael, No foul of you fhall eat blood, neither 


fhall any ftranger that fojourneth among you, | 


eat blood. 13 And whatfoever man there be 


of the children of Lrael, or of the ftrangers that 


fojourn among you, which hunteth and catch- 


eth any beaft or fowl that may be eaten; he | 
fhall even pour out the blood thereof, and co- 


ver it with duft. 14 For it zs the life of all fleth, 
the blood of it zs for the life thereof: therefore 
I faid unto the children of Ifrael, Ye fhall eat 


_ the blood of no manner of flefh: for the life of 


all flefh isthe blood thereof: whofoever eateth 
1 . 15 And every foul that eat-. 
eth that which died of it/elf, or that which was 


torn with beafis, (whether it be one of your 
~ own country, or a ftranger,) he fhall both wath. 


his: ; 


12 Therefore I faid unto the children | 


me 
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his clothes, and bathe bimfelf in water, and be 
unclean until the even: then fhall he be clean. 
16 But if he wath them not, nor bathe his fleth ; 
then he fhall bear his iniquity. 


Here is a repetition and confirmation of the law againft cat- 
ing blood. Ne have met with this prohibition twice before, 
here in the Levitical law, chap. iii. 17.—vii. 26.3 befides the 

lace it had in the precepts of Noah, Gen. ix. 4. But here, 

Firft, The prohibition is repeated again and again, and re- 
ference had to the former laws to this purpofe, ver. 12. J 
faid unto the children of Ifrael, No foul of you fhall eat blood; 
and again, ver. 14. Ye fhall eat the blood of no manner of fle/b. 


A great ftrefs is laid upon it, as a law which hath more in it 


than at firft view one would think. 

Secondly, It is made binding, not only to the hou/e of T/racl, 
but to the frangers that fojourned among them, ver. 10.; which 
perhaps was one reafon why it was thought advifeable forva 
time to forbid blood to the Gentile converts, Adts. xv. 29. 

Thirdly, The penalty annexed to this law is very fevere, ver. 
10. / will even fet my face againft that foul that eateth blood, if 
he do it prefumptuoufly, and will cut him off; and again, ver. 
14. He fhall be cut off. Note, God’s wrath will be the fin- 
ners ruin. Write that man undone, for ever undone, againf{t 
whom God fets his face ; for what creature is able to confront 
the Creator ? 

Fourthly, A reafon is given for this Jaw, ver. 11. becaufe it 
ts the blood that makes atonement for the foul; and therefore it 
was appointed to make atonement with, becaufe the life of the 
Jjiefb is in the blood, "The finner deferved to die, therefore the fa- 
crifice muft die: Now the blood being fo the life, that ordinarily 
beafts were killed for man’s ufe by the drawing out of all their 
blood, God appointed the fprinkling or pouring out of the blood of 
the facrifice upon the altar, to fignify, that the life of the facrifice 
was given to God inftead of the finner’s life, and as a ranfom or 
counterprice forit; therefore without fhedding of blood there was no 
remiffion, Heb. ix. 22. For this reafon they mutt eat no blood: 
And, (t.) It was then a very good reafon; for God would 
by this means preferve the honour of that way of atonement 


_ which he had inftituted, and keep up in the minds of the peo- 


ple a reverent regard to it. The blood of the covenant being 
then fenfible, no blood mutt be either eaten, or trodden under foot 
4s acommon thing ; as they muft have no ointment or perfume like 
that which God ordered them to make for himfelf. But,(2.) 
‘This reafon is now fuperfeded ; which intimates, That the law 
itfelf was ceremonial, and is now no longer in force. The 
blood of Chrift whois come, and we are to look for no other, 
is that alone which makes atonement for the foul, and of which 
the blood of the facrifices was an imperfeét type: The coming 
of the fubftance doeth away the fhadow. The blood of beafts 
4s no longer the ranfom, but Chrift’s blood only. And there- 
fore there is not now that reafon for abftaining from blood 
that was then ; and we cannot fuppofe it was the will of God, 
that the law fhould furvive the reafon of it. The blood, provi- 
ded it be fo prepared as not to be unwholefome, is now allow- 
ed for the nourifhment of our bodies, becaufe it is no longer 
appointed to make atonement for the foul. ( 3.) Yet it hath {till 
an ufeful fignificancy: The “fe is in the blood ; it is the vehicle 
of the animal fpirits: and God would have his people ta regard 
even the life of their beafts, and not to be cruel and hard-heart- 
éd, nor to take delight in any thing that is barbarous. They mutt 
not be a blood-thirlty people. The b/cod then made atonement ; 
now the blood of Chrift doth fo effectually: T’o that therefore 
we muft have a reverent regard, and not we it as a common 
thing ; for God will fet his face againft thofe that do fo; and 
‘they fhall be cut off, Heb. x. 29. 
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Fifthly, Some other precepts are here given as appendages 
to this law, and hedges about it. 1, They mutt cover the blood 
of that which they tovk in hunting, ver. 13. ‘They muft not 
only not eat it, but give it a decent burial, in token of fome 
myftery which they mutt believe lay hid in this conftitution. 
The Jews look upon this as a very weighty precept, and ap- 
point that the blood fhould be covered with thefe words, Bi/e/- 
Jed be he that hath fanttified us by his precepts, and commanded 
us to cover blood. 2. They mutt not eat that which died of it- 
Self or was torn of beafts, ver. 15.; for the blood was either 
not at all, or not regularly, drawn out of them. God would 
have them to be curious in their diet, not with the curiofity 
that gratifies the fenfual appetite, but with that which checks 
and reftrains it. God would not allow his children to eat e- 
very thing that came in their way, with greedinefs; but to con- 
Sider diligently »zhat was before them,. that they might learn in 
other things to af& que/tions for. confeience fake. 'They that 
flew upon the fpoil finned, 1 Sam. xiv. 32, 33- Ifa man did 
through ignorance or inconfideration eat the ‘flefh of any beaft 
not duly flain, he mult wa/h him/el/f and his clothes, ele he 
Lore his iniquity, ver. 15, 16.: The pollution was ceremonial, 
fo was the purification from it: But if a man {lighted the pre- 
{cribed method of cleanfing, or would not fubmit to it, he 
thereby contra¢ted a moral guilt, See the nature of a remedi- 
al law: He that obeys it, has the benefit of it; he that doth 
not, not only remains under ‘his former guilt, but adds to that 
the guilt of contemning the provifions made by divine grace, 
for his relief, and fins again{t the remedy. 
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Here is, 1. A general law againft all conformity to the cor- 
rupt ufages of the heathen, ver. 1,—5. Il. Particular 
laws; (1.) Againft incef, ver. 6,—18. (2.) Aganft 
beaftly lus, and barbarous idolatries, ver. 19,—23. II. 
The enforcements of thefe laws fromthe ruin of the Ca- 
naaniles, ver. 24,—40. 


ND the Lord fpake unto Mofes, faying, 2 
Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and fay 
unto them, I am the Lorp your God. 3 After 
the doings of the land of Egypt wherein ye 
dwelt, fhall ye not do: and after the doings of 
the land of Canaan whither I bring you, fhall 
ye not do: neither fhall ye walk in their ordi- 
nances. 4 Ye fhall do my judgments, and Keep 
mine ordinances, to walk. therein: I am the 
Lorp your God. 5 Ye fhall therefore keep 
my ftatutes and my judgements: which if a 
man do, he fhall live in them : I am the Lorp. 


After divers ceremonial inftitutions, God here returns to 
give them moral precepts. ‘The former are ftill of ufe to 
us as types, the latter flill binding as laws.. We have here. 

Firfl, The facred authority by which thefe laws, are enaét- 
ed: /.am the Lord your God, ver. 1, 4, 30.3; and, Zam the 
Lord, ver. 5, 6; 21.: The Lord that bave a right to rule alls 
your God that have a right to rule you, . Jehovah is the foun- 
tain of being and therefore the fountain of power ; whofe we 
are, whom we ate bound to férve, and who is able to avenge 
all difobedience. Your Godwhom you have confented to, you 
are happy in, you lie under the higheft obligations imaginable 
to, and to whom you are accountable. 

Secondly, A {trig caution to take heed of retaining the re, 
liques of the idolatries of Egypt, where they had dwelt; and of 
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receiving the infeGtion of the idolatries of Canaan, whither they 
were now going, ver. 3. Now God was by Mofes teaching 
them his ordinances, there was aliquid de difcendum, fomething 
to be unlearned, which they had fucked in with their milk in 
Egypt, a country noted for idolatry: Ye /hall not do after the 
dcings of the land of Egypt. It would be the-greateft ‘abfurdi- 
ty in itfelf, to retain fuch an affeGtion for their houfe of bon- 
dage, as to be governed in their devotions by the ufages of it ; 
and the greate(t ingratitude to God, who had fo wonderfully 
and gracioufly delivered them. | Nay, as if they had been go- 
verned by a fpirit of contradiction, even after they had received 
thefe ordinances of God, they would be in danger of admitting 
the wicked ufages of the Canaanites, and of inheriting their 
vices with their land. . Of this danger they are here warned, 
Ye fhall not walk in their ordinances. Such a tyrant is cuf- 
tom, that their praétices are called ordinances, and they became 
rivals even with Ged’s ordinances, and God’s profefling peo- 
ple were in danger of receiving law from them. 

Thirdly, A folemn charge to keep God’s judgements, flatutes, 
and ordinances, ver. 4, 5- To this charge, and many other 
the like, David feen:s to refer, in the many prayers and pro- 
feffions he makes relating to God’s Jaws in the cxixth Pfalm. 
Obferve here, : 

[1.] The great rule of our obedience ;. God’s /fatutes, and 
judgements. Thofe we mutt keep, to walk therein. We mutt 
keep them in our books, and keep them in our hands, that we 
may practife them in our hearts and lives. Remember God’s 
commandments /o do them, Pfal. ciii. 18.: Keep im them, as 
our way to travel in; keep to them, as our rule to work by. 


Keep them as our treafure, as the apple of our eye, with the 


utmoft care and value. 

[2.] The great advantage of our obedience: which ifa man 
do, he shall live in them, 1. e. he fhall be happy here and here- 
after. . We have reafon to.thank God, (1.) Chat this is ftill 
in force as a promifé, with a very favourable conftruction of 
the condition. If we keep God’s. commandments in fincerity, 
though we come fhort of a finlefs perfection, we fhall find 
the way of duty is the way of comfort, and will be the way to 
happinefs. Godlinefs has the spramife of life, 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
Wifdom hath faid, Keep my commandments, and live. And 
if through the Spirit we mortify the deeds of ihe body, (which 
are to us as the ufages of Egypt were to Ifracl), we /hall five. 
(2.) That it is not fo in force in the nature of a covenant, as 
that the leaft tranfgreflion fhall for ever exclude us from this 
life. The apoftle quotes this twice, as oppofite to the faith 
which the gofpel reveals. It is the defcription of the righre- 
oujne/s which is by the law, The man that doeth them fhall live 
ty ddlows, Rom. x. v. and is urged to prove that the /aw is not 
of faith, Gal. iit. 12. The alteration, which the gofpel has 
made, is in the laft word: Still the man that doeth them hail 
live, but none live im them; for the law could not give /ife, be- 
caufe we could not perfeétly keep it; it was weak through the 

Jefe, not in itfelf : But now the man that doeth them, thall live 
_ by the faith of the Son of God. He fhall owe his life to. the 
grace of Chrift, and not to the merit of his. own works; fee 
Gal, ii. 21,22. The juft shall live, but they fhall live dy 
faith, by virtue of their union with Chrift, who is their life. 


6.4 None of-you fhall approach to. any that - 


is near of kin to him, to. uncover their naked- 
nefs: Lamthe Lorp. 7:The nakednefs of thy 
father, or the nakednefs of thy mother, fhalt 
thou not uncover: fhe is. thy mother, thou 
fhalt not uncover her nakednefs. 8 The na- 
kednels of thy father’s wife fhalt thou not un- 


cover: it is thy father’s nakednefs. 9 The nma-  ~ 


kednefs of thy fifter, the daughter of thy fa- 
ther, or daughter of thy mother, whether /be be 
bern at home, or born abroad, even their na- 
kednefs {halt thou not uncover. 10 The na- 
kednefs of thy fon’s daughter, or of thy daugh- 
ter’s daughter, even their nakednefs thou thalt 
not uncover: for theirs zs thine own nakednefs. 

1z The nakednefs of thy father’s wife’s daugh- 
ter, begotten of thy father, (fhe zs thy filter) 

thou fhalt not uncover her nakednefs. 12) 
Thou fhalt not uncover the nakednefs of thy 

father’s fitter: fhe zs thy father’s near, kinfwo- 
man. 13 Thou fhalt not uncover the naked- 
nefs of thy mother’s fifter, for fhe is thy mo- 

ther’s near kinfwoman. 14 Thou fhalt not un- 

cover the nakednefs of thy father’s brother, thou 

{halt not approach to his wife: fhe is thine 

aunt. 415 Thou fhalt not uncover the naked-. 
nefs of thy daughter-in-law: fhe is thy fon’s 

wife, thou fhalt not uncover her nakednefs. 16 

Thou fhalt not uncover the nakednefs of thy 

brother’s wife: it is thy brother’s nakednefs. 
17 Thou fhalt not uncover the nakednefs of a 

woman and her daughter, neither {halt thou. 
take her fon’s daughter, or her daughter’s daugh-. 
ter, to uncover her nakednefs; for they are her 

near kinfwoman: it zs wickednefs. 18 Neither- 
fhalt thou take a wife to her fifter, to vex her,. 
to uncover her nakednefs befides the other in. 
her life-time. ; 

Thefe laws relate to the feyenth commandment; and no» 
doubt are obliging to us now under the gofpel, for they are- 
confonant to the very light and law of nature : One of the ar-.. 
ticles, that of a man’s having his father’s wife, the apottle fpeaks.. 
of as a fin not fo much as named among the Gentiles, 1 Cor. %- 
1, Though fome of the incefts here forbidden were practifed . 
by fome particular perfons among the heathen, yet they were . 
difallowed and detelted, unlefs among thofe nations who were 
become barbarous, and were quite given up to vile affections. 

Obferve, Fir, That which was forbidden as to the rela-- 
tions here in{tanced in, is approaching. to them ta uncover their 
nakedne/s, ver. 6. . 

[1.] It is chiefly intended to forbid the marrying of any of . 
thefe relations.. Marriage is a divine inftitution, that and the 
fabbath the eldeft of all other, of equal ftanding with man up- . 
on the earth : it is intended. for the comfort of human life, and. 
the decent and honourable propagation of the human race, 
fuch as become the dignity of man’s nature above that of the + 
beafts. It is Aonowrable in all, and thefe laws are for the fup-. 
port of the honour of it. It was requifite a divine ordinance 
fhould-be. fubjeét to divine rules and reftraints; efpecially be- - 
caufe it concerns a thing wherein, the corrupt nature of man is . 
as apt as in any thing to be wilful and impetuous in its defires, - 
and impatient of a check. Yet thefe prohibitions, befides their - 
being enaéted by an unconteltible authority, are in themfelves 
highly reafonable and equitable. 1/7, By marriage, two were - 
to become one flefh: ‘Therefore thofe that before were in a 
fenfe gue fle/h by nature, could not without the greateft abfurdi-- 
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dary wife, nothing.can be more vexing | in her fe, or as long 
‘as fhe lives. 


19 Alfo thou fhalt not approach unto_a wo- 
man to uncover her nakednefs, as long as fhe is 
put apart for her uncleannefs. . 20 Moreover, 
thou ihalt not lie carnally with thy neighbour’s 
wife, to defile thyfelf with her. 21 And thou 
fhalt not let any of thy feed pafs through the 
tag to Molech, neither {halt thou profane the 

ame of oF God: Lam the Lorn. 22 Thou 


Chap. XVIIL. 


ty become one fle/h but by inf itution; for the inftivation was 
~ defigned to unite thofe who > petore were not united. 2diy, 
Marr ‘age puts an equality between hufband and wife: Js /he 
not thy companion taken out of thy fide? therefore if thofe, 
who before were fuperior and inferior, fhould intermarry 
(which is the cafe in moft of the inftances here laid down) 
the order of nature would be taken away by a pofitive inftitu- 
tion, which muft by no means be. a//owed. ‘The inequality 
between matter and fervant, noble and ignoble, is founded in 
confent and cuftom; and there is no harm done if that he 
taken away by the equality of marriage: But the inequality 
between parents and children, uncles and nieces, aunts and 


se nephews, either by blood or marriage, is founded by nature ; fake not lie. with. mankind, as with woman- 

| and is therefore perpetual, and cannot without confufion be : thal 

_ taken away by the equality of marriage ; the in{titution of kind: it zs abomination: 23. Neither | a t thou 
lie with any beaft to.defile thyfelf. therewith? 


‘ which, though ancient, is /ub/equent to the order Of nature. 
; 


3aly, No relations that are equals are forbidden,-but only dro- | - neither fhall any woman ffand before a beait to i 


lie down thereto: it zs confution. 24. Defile not . 
. you-yourfelves in any of thefe things :for in all 
thefe the nations are defiled which I caft out 
- before you. 25 And the land is defiled : there- 
+ fore 1 do vifit the iniquity thereof upon it, and 
the: land itfelf vomiteth ont her mbhabitants: 
- 26:Ye fhall therefore keep my ftatutes and my 
* judgements, and fhall not commit.any of thete 
abominations ;. neither any of your own nation, 
nor any ftranger that fojourneth among you: 
27 (For all thefe abominations have the men of 
~ the land done, which were before you, and the 
. land.is defiled) 28 That the land {pue not. you 
out alfo, when ye defile it, as it {pued out the 

‘nations that were before you.» 29 For whol. - 
ever fhall commit any of thefe abominations; 
even the fouls that commit them, fhall be cut 

off from. among their people... 39 Therefore 

fhall ye. keep mme ordinance, that ye commit 

not any one of thele sboemble cultoms, which 

were committed. before you, and that ye defile- 

not yourtelves therein: 1 am the-Lorp your - 
God. 
> Here is, Fir/,.A law to prefetve the honour of the marriage. -- 
bed, that it. fhall not be. unfeafonably ufed, ver. 19. nor invad: 


: thers and filers, either by the whole blood, or halfblood, or 
: by marriage: And in this there is not the fame natural abfur- 
4 dity as in the former, for Adam’s fons mutt of neceflity marry 
‘their own filters; but it was requifite it fhould be made by a 
pofitive law un/awfu/ and dete/fable, for the preventing of finful 
familiarities between thofe that in the days of their youth are 
fuppofed to live in a houfe together, and yet. cannot intermarry 
without defeating one of the intentions of marriage, which is 
the enlargemenc of friendfhip and intereft.. If every: man mar- 
ried his own fitter, as they would be apt to do from generation 
to generation if it were lawful, each family would be a world 
to itfelf, and it would be forgotten that we are members one of 
ondtherD® Beis certain this has always been looked upon by the 
moft fober heathen.as a moft infamous and abominable: thing; 
“and they who had not this law, yet were herein a /aw to+ 
themfelves. The making ufe of the ordinance of marriage for 
the patronizing of incefluous mixtures, is fo far from juttifying 
them, or extenuating their guilt, that it adds the guilt of pro- 
faning an ordinance of God, and proftituting that to the vileft 
purpofes which was inftituted for the nobleft ends. But, 
__[2.] Uncleanaefs committed with any of thefe relations out 
of marriage, is likewife without doubt forbidden here, and no 
lefs intended than the former ; as alfo all lafcivious carriage or 
wanton dalliance, and every thing that hes- the appearance of 
this evil. R:e'ations muft love one another, and are to have 
free and familiar converfe with each other; but it muft be 
with all purity: And the lefs it is fafpected of evil. by others, 
the more care.ought the perfons themfelves to take, that Satan 
do not get advantage. againf? thems for he is a very fubtle. ene-. 
my; and.fecks all occafions againft-us.: 
Secondly, The relations forbidden are moft of them plainly 


1 


defcribed ; and it is generally. laid down as a rule, That what 


‘relations of a man’s own he is bound up from marrying with, 


the fame relations of his wife he is likewife forbidden to marry 
with ; for they two are one... "That Jaw which forbids marry- 


ing a ‘brother’ s.wife, (ver. 16. ) had .an:.exception peculiar to» 
the Jewith ftate, that if a man died without iffue, his brother,’ . 
or next of kin, fhould marry the widow, and.raife up feed.to.. 
“the deceafed, Deut. xxv. 5. for.reafons which held good only 
‘an. that canatsoniiy calch’s and therefore, now thofe reafons ceafe,: 
the exception ceafeth, ond the law.is: in force;, That a man, 
Thatuarticle, ver. . 
18. which forbids a man-to take a wife to her fifler, fuppofeth 
a connivance at polygamy, as fome other laws then did ( Exod... 
; but forbids a man’s marrying, two: » 
fitters, as Jacob did, becaike between them, who had. before : 
_ been equal, there would be:apt to arife: greater jealoufies and 


mutt in no cafe marry his brother’s widow. 


xxi. 10, Deut. xxi. 15.) 


pacity than between. wives that were not fo-nearly related. 


Tf the fer of the wife be taken for the concubine: or. fecons- 


ed by an adulterer,.ver. 20. 


Secondly, A law again{t that which was the moft unnatural -- 


idolatry, ee their children to pa/s through the fire to Mo- 
Tech, ver. 21. . Molech (as fome think) was the idol-in and 
by that. which they worlhipped the fun, that great fire of the 
world ; And therefore in the worthip of it, they made their 


own children either facrifices to this idol, burning them to ~ 
death before it; or devotees to it, caufing them to pafs between » 


twa fires, as ae think, or to be thrown through one, to’ the 


honour of this pretended deity ; imagining, that the confecrat- * 


ing but of one of«heir children in this manner to Molech, would 
procure good fortune for all the reft of their children. Did 
idolaters thus giye their own children to falfe gods; and fhall 


we think any thing too-dear to be dedicated to, or to be part--- 


ed with, for the true.God? See. how this fin. of Ifrael (which 


they were afterwards guilty of notwith{tanding this. law) is ag - 


gravated from the relation which they and their chtldren ftood 
in to God, Ezek. xvi. 20. Thou haf taken thy fons and thy 


daughters : 
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daughters, whom thou hajl born unto me, and thefe haft thou fa- 
crifced. Therefore it is here called profaning the name of 
their God: For it looked as if they thought they were under 
greater obligations to Molech than to Jehovah; for to him they 
offered their cattle only, but to Molech their children. 

Thirdly, A law again{t unnatural lufts, fodomy, and befti- 
ality, fins not to be named, or thought of without the utmoft 
abhorrence imaginable, ver. 22, 23. Other fins level men 
with the beafts, but thefe fink them much lower. That ever 
there fhould have been occafion for the making of thefe laws, 
and that fince they are publifhed they fhould ever have been 
broken, is the perpetual reproach and f{candal of the human na- 
ture; and the giving of men up to ¢he/e vile affedions, was ma- 
ny times the punifhment of their idolatries; fo the apoftle fhews, 
Rom. i. 24. 

Fourthly, Arguments againft thefe and the like abominable 
swickednefles. He that has an indifputable right to command 
us, yet becaufe he will deal with us as men, and draw with the 
cords of a man, cotdefcends to reafon with us. [1.] Sinners 
dejile themfelves with thefe abominations, ver. 24. Defile not 
yourfelves with any of thefe things. All fin is defiling to the 
conicience, but thefe are fins that have a particular turpitude in 
them. Our heavenly Father, in kindnefs to us, requires of us 
that we keep ourfelves clean, and do not wallow in the dirt. 
[2.] The fouls that commit them foall be cut off, ver. 29.: And 
jultly: for if any man defile the temple of God, him hall God 
deftroy, x Cor. i. 17. Flefhly lults war againf? the foul; and 
will certainly be the ruin of it, if God’s mercy and grace pre- 
vent not. [3.] The land is defiled, ver. 25. 
nefles as thefe be practifed and connived at, the land is thereby 


made unfit to have God’s tabernacle in it, and the pure and | 
holy God will withdraw the tokens of his gracious prefence | 


from it. Itis alfo rendered unwholefome to the inhabitants, 
who are hereby infected with fin, and expofed to plagues; and 
it is really naufeous and loathfome to all good men in it, as 
the wickednefs of Sodom was to the foul of righteous Lot. 
[4.] Thefe have been the abominations of the former inhabit- 


ants, ver. 24, 27. Therefore it was neceflary thefe laws fhould — 


be made, as antidotes and prefervatives from the plague are 
then neceflary when we go into an infected place. And there- 
fore they fhould not practife any fuch things; becaufe the na- 
tions that had practifed them, now lay under the curfe of God, 
and were fhortly to fall by, the fword of Ifrael. They could not 
but be fenfible how odious thofe people had made themfelves, 
who wallowed in this mire ; and how they ftank in the noftrils 
of all good men: And fhall a people fanétified and dignified, 
as Ifrael was, make themfelves thus vile? When we obferve 
how ill fin looks in others, we fhould ufe zhat as an argument 
with ourfelves, with the utmoft care and caution to preferve 
our purity. [5.] For thefe and the like fins the Canaanites 
were to be deftroyed ; thefe filled the mea/ure of the Amorites 
iniquity, Gen. xv. 16 and brought down that deftruction of 
fo many populous kingdoms, which the Ifraelites were now 
fhortly to be not only the fpectators, but the inftruments of : 
Therefore I do vifit the iniquity thereof upon it, ver.25. Note, 
The tremendous judgments of God executed on thofe that are 
daringly profane and atheiftical, are intended as warnings to 
thofe who profefs religion, to take heed of every thing that has 
the leaft appearance of, or tendency toward profanenefs or a- 
theifm. 
raelites not to do like them. Nay, to fhew that not only the 
Creator is provoked, but the creation  durihened, by fuch abo- 
*minations as thefe, it is added, ver. 24. The land itfelf vomit- 
eth out her inbaditants. The very ground they went upon did, 
as it were, groan under them, and was fick of them, and not 
eafy till it had difcharged itfelf of thele enemies of the Lord, 
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If fuch wicked- — 


Even the ruin of Canaanites is an admonition to If. | 
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Ifa. i. 24. This {peaks the extreme loathfomenefs of fin: 
Sinful man indeed. drinks in iniquity like water ; but the harm- 
lefs part of the creation even heaves at it, and rifeth againlt it. 
Many a houfe and many a town hath /pued out the wicked in- 
habitants, as it were, with abhorrence, Rev. iti. 16. There- 
fore take heed, faith God, that the land fpue not you out alfo, 
ver. 28. It was fecured to them, and entailed upon them 
and yet they muft expeét, that if they made the vices of the 
Canaanites their own, with their land, their fate would be the 
fame. Note, Wicked Ifraelites are as abominable to God as 
wicked Canaanites, and more fo; and will be as foon f{pued 
out, or fooner, Such a warning as this here’ given to the If 
raelites, is given by the apoftle to the Gentile converts, with 
reference to the rejected Jews, in whofe room they were fub- 
ftituted, Rom. xi. 19, &c.; they muft take heed of falling dy 
the fame example of unbelief, Heb. iv. 11. Apply it more gene- 
rally, and let it deter us effectually from all finful courfes, to 
confider how many they have been the ruin of. Lay the ear 
of faith to the gates of the bottomlefs pit, and hear the doleful 
fhricks and. outcries of damned finners, whom earth has /pued 
out, and hell has /wallowed, that find themfelves undone, for e- 
ver undone by fin; and tremble left this be your portion at 
laft. God’s threatenings and judgments fhould frighten us from 
fin. 
Laftly, The chapter concludes with a fovereign antidote a- 
gainft this infection, ver. 30. Therefore ye fhall keep mine ordi- 
nances, that ye commit not any one of thefe abominable cuftoms. 
This is the remedy prefcribed. Note, 1/2, Sinful cuftoms are 
abominable cuffoms : And their being common and fafhionable, 
doth not make them at all the lefs abominable; nor fhould we 
the lefs-abominate them, but the more; becaufe the more cuf 
tomary they are, the more dangerous they are. 2dly, It is“of 
pernicious confequence to admit and allow of any one finful 
cuftom ; becaufe one will make’ way for many. Uno abjurdo 
dato, mille fequuntur. 'The way of fin is down-hill. 3dly, A 
clofs and conftant adherence to God’s ordinances, is the moft 
effectual prefervative from the infection of grofs fin. The more 
we tafte of the fweetnefs, and feel of the power of holy ordi- 
nances, the lefs mind we fhall have'to the forbidden pleafures 
of finners abominable cuftoms. It is the grace of God only 
that will fecure us; and that grace is to be expeéted only in 
the ufe of the means of grace. Nor doth God ever leave any 
to their own hearts lufts till they have firft left him and his . 
inftitutions. : 
C-Fb AvPe XE, » 
Some ceremonial precepts there are in this chapter, but moft 
of them are moral. One would wonder, that when fome 
| of the lighter matters of the law are greatly enlarged upon, 
witne/s two long chapters concerning the leprofy, many of 
the weightier matters are put intoa littée compafs. Divers 
of the fngle verfes of this chapter contain whole laws 
concerning judgment and mercy ; for thefe are things which 
are manifeft in every man’s conjcience ; mens own thoughts 
are able to explain thefe, and to. comment upon them. 1. 
The laws of this chapter which were peculiar to the 
Jews are, (1.) Concerning their peace-offerings, ver. 5— 
8. (2.) Concerning the gleanings of their fields, yer. 9, 
10. (3.) Again? mixtures of their cattle, feed, and cloth, 
ver. 19. (4.) Concerning their trees, ver. 23,—-25. (5.) 
Againft fome fuperfitious ufages, ver, 26,—28. But, U1. 
Moft of thefe precepts are cbliging to us, for they are ex~ 
‘pofitions of moft of ‘the ten commandments. it Here ts 
‘the preface to the ten: commandments, 1 am the Lord, re- 
peated here fifieen times. 2dly, A fum of the ten command. 
ments; All the firft table in that, Be ye holy, ver. 2; rt 
; pe 
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the fecond table in that, 'Thou {halt love thy neighbour, ver. 
18; and an anfwer to that queftion, Who is my neighbour, 
ver. 33,24. 3dly, Something of each commandment. 
fx.] The firft commandment ts implied in that which ts of- 
ten repeated here, 1am your God. And here is a prohi- 
bition of inchantment, ver. 26. and witchcraft, ver. 31. 
which make a God of the devil. [2.) Idolatry againft 
the fecond commandment ts forbidden, ver. 4. [(3.] Pro- 
SJanation of God?s name againfi the third, ver. 12. [4] 
SabbathSanéthification is preffed, ver. 3, 30. [5.] htld- 
dren are required to honour their parents, ver. 3; and 
‘the aged, ver. 32. [6.] Hatred and revenge are here for- 
bidden againf? the jixth commandment, ver. 17, 18. [7-] 
Adultery, yer. 20;—22.; and whoredom, ver. 29. [8.] 
Fuftice is here required in judgment, ver. 15: Theft for- 
bidden. ver.11.: fraud, and with-bolding dues ver. 13. 5 
and falfe weights, ver. 35, 36. [9.] Lying, ver. 11.5 
flandering, ver. 1443 tole-bearing, and falfe witnefs-bear- 
ing ver. 16. [:0.] The tenth commandment, laying a 
refraint upon the deart, fo doth that, ver. 17. Thou fhalt 

~ not hate thy brother in thine heart, 4d here ws a folemn 
charge to objerve all thefe fratutes, ver. 37. Now thefe 
are things which need not much help far the underfland- 
ing of them, but require conflant care and watchfulne/s 
for the obferving of them. A good underftanding have 
all they that do thefe commandments. 


ND the ‘Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
4 2 Speak unto all the congregation of the 
children of Ifrael, and fay unto them, Ye fhall 


be holy: for I the Lorp your God am holy. 
-3 4 Ye thall fear every man his mother and his 


father, and keep my fabbaths: I am the Lorp 
your God. 4 Turn ye not unto idols, nor 
make to yourfelves molten gods: I am the Lorp 
your God. 5 4 And if ye offer a facrifice of 


peace-oiferings unto the Lorn; ye fhall offer it 


at your own will. 6 It fhall be eaten the fame 
day ye offer it, and on the morrow: and if 
ought remain until the third day, it fhall be 
burnt in the fire. 7 And if it be eaten at all 
on the third day, it 7s abominable ; it fhall not 
be accepted. 8 Therefore every one that eat- 
eth it fall bear his iniquity, becaufe he hath 
profaned the hallowed thing of the Lorp: and 
that foul fhall be cut off from among his people. 
9% And when ye reap the harveft of your land, 
thou fhalt not wholly reap the corners of thy 
field, neither fhalt thou gather the. gleanings of 
thy harveft.. to And thou fhalt not glean thy 
vineyard, neither fhalt thou gather every grape 
of thy vineyard; thou. fhalt leave them for the 
poor and ftranger: I am the Lorp your God... 


Mofes-is- ordered to deliver, the fammary of laws io all the 
congregation of the children of Ifrael, ver. 2.; not to Aaron and 
his fons only, but to all the. people, for they were all concerned 
to know their duty. Even in the-darker ages of the law, that 
religion could not be of God which: boafted of ignorance as its 
mother. Mofes muft make: known God’s ftatutes to all the 


congregation, and proclaim them through the camp.. Thefé. 


e 
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laws, it is probable, he delivered himfelf to as many of the peo- 


_ ple as could be within hearing at once, and fo by degrees at 
' feveral times to them all. Many of the precepts here given 


they had received before; but it was requifite they fhould be 
repeated, that they might be remembered: Precept muj/? be upr- 


| on precept, and line upon line; and all little enough. 


In thefe verfes, Firf?, It is required that Ifrael be a holy 
people, becaufe the God of Hrael is a holy God, ver. 2. Their 
being diftinguifhed from all other people by peculiar laws and. 
cultoms, was intended to teach them a real feparation from the 
world and the flefh, and an entire devotednefs to God. And 
this is now the law of Chrift, (the Lord bring every thought 
within us into obedience to it!) Ye fhall he holy, for I am holy, 
1 Pet. i. 15, 16. We are ‘the followers of the holy Jefus 5 


- and therefore muft be, according to our capacity, confecrated 


to God’s honour, and conformed to his nature and will. Ifrael 
was fanéified by the types and fhadows, Lev. xx. 8.3; but we 
are fandtified by the truth, or fubftance.of all thofe thadowsy 


' John xvi. 17. Tit. ii 1g. 


Secondly, ‘That children be obedient to their parents, ver. 3. 
Ye foall fear every man his mother and his father. (1.) ‘The 
fear here required is the fame with the honour commanded by 
the fifth commandment ; fee Mal. i. 6. It includes inward. 
reverence and efteem, outward exprefhions of refpect, obedience. 
to the lawful commands of parents, care and endeavour to pleafe, | 
them and make them eafy, and to avoid every thing that may 
offend and grievegthem, and incur their difpleafure. ‘The Jew- 
ifh doétors afk, What is the fear that is owing to a father? 
And they anfwer, It is not to ftand in his way, nor to fit in. 
his place; nor to contradict what he faith, or to carp at its 
nor to call him by his name, either hving or dead, but, My fa- 
ther, or Sir; it is to provide for him if he be poor ;. and the 
like. (2.) Children, when they grow up to be men, muft not 
think themfelves difcharged from this duty: Every man, though 
he be a wife man and a great man, yet muft reverence his pa- 
rents, becaufe they are his parents. '(3.) The mother is put- 
fir(t, which is not ufual, to fhew that the duty is equally ow- 
ing to both ;.if the mother furvive the father, {till fhe mu{t be 
reverenced and obeyed. (4.) It is added, And keep my fab- 
baths. _\f God provides by his law for the preferving of the 
honour of parents, parents muft ufe their authority over their 
children for the preferving of the honour of God, . particularly 
the honour of his fabbaths, the cuftody of which is very much 
committed to parents by the fourth commandment. Thou and 
thy fon and thy daughter. The ruin of young people hath of- 
ten been -obferved to begin in the contempt of. their parents, 
and the profanatidn of the fabbath-day: Fitly therefore are 
thefe two precepts here put together in the beginning of this a- 
bridgment of the ftatutes, Ye /hall fear every man his mother and 
his father, and keep. my fabbath. Thofe are hopeful children, 
and likely to do well, that make coafcience of honouring their 
parents, ‘and‘keeping holy the fabbath-day. (¢s.} The reafon 
added to thefe. precepts is, J am-the Lord your God ;.the Lord © 
of the fabbath, and the God of your parents. f 

Thirdly, That. God ‘only be worthipped, and not’ by images, 
ver. 4. Lurnye not to idols; to Elilim, to vanities things of — 
no power; no value; gods that: are.nc gods. Turn. not from 
the. true God, to falfe ones;-from the mighty God to impotent 


ones; from the God that will make you holy and happy, to 


thofe that will deceive you, debauch’ you, ruin you, and make 
you for ever miferable. ‘Turn not. your eye to them, much 
Jefs your heart... Make not to yourfe/ves gods, the creatures of 
your own: fancy; nor think to worfhip the Creator by moltex 
gods. You are the work of God’s hands, be not fo abfurd as « 


: to-worfhip gods the work of your own hands. Molten gods 
are inftanced-in forthe fake of the molten calf, 


Fourthly y's 
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Fourthly, That. the facrificés of their peace-offerings fhould 
always be offered, and eaten according to the law, ver. 5,—8. 
There was fome particular reafon, it is likely, for the repetition 
of this law, rather than any other relating to the facrifices. The 
eating of the peace-offerings was the peoples part, and was done 
from under the eye of the priefts; and perhaps fome of them 
had kept the co/d meat of their peace-offerings (as they had 
done the manna, Exod. xvi. 20.) longer than was appointed, 
which occafioned this caution; fee the law itfelf before, chap. 
vii. 16,—18. God will have his work done in his own time. 
_ Though the facrifice was oféred according to the law; if it 
were not eaten according to the law, it was not accepted. 
‘Though miniftefs do their part, what the better if people do 
not theirs? Thére is work to be done afier our {piritual facri- 
fices, in a due improvement of them; which if it be neglected, 
all is in vain. 

| £ifthly, That they fhould leave the gleanings of their harveft 
and their vintage.for the poor, ver. 9, 10. Note, Works of 
piety muft be always attended with works of charity, accord- 
ing as our ability is. When they gathered in their corn, they 
mutt leave fome ftanding in the corner of the field ; the Jewifh 
doctors fay, it fhould be a fixtieth part of the field; and they 


mutt alfo leave the gleanings and the fmall clufters pf their | 


grapes, which at firft were overlooked, This law, though not 
binding now in the letter of it, yet teaches us, -1. That we muft 
not be covetous and gripping, and greedy of every thing we 
can lay any claim to; nor infift upon our right in things {mall 
and trivial. 2. That we muft be well. pleafed to fee the poor 
fupplied and refrefhed with the fruit of our labours. We mutt 
not think every thing loft that goes befide ourfelves, nor any 
thing wafted that goes to the poor. 3. That times of joy, fuch 
as harveft-time is, are proper times for charity ; that when we 
rejoice, the poor may rejoice with us; and when our hearts are 
blefling God, their Joins may ble/s us. 


11 ¥ Ye fhall not fteal, neither deal falfely, 
neither lie one to another. 12 And ye fhall 
not fwear by my name falfely, neither fhalt thou 
profane the name of thy God: I am the Lorp. 
134 Thou fhalt not defraud thy neighbour, nei- 
ther rob him: the wages of him that 1s hired, 
fhall not abide with thee all night until the 
morning. 149 Thou fhall not curfe the deaf, 
nor put a ftumbling-block before the blind, but 
fhalt fear thy God: Iam the Lorp. 15 | Ye 
fhall do no unrighteoufnefs in judgement; thou 
fhalt not refpect the perfon of the poor, nor ho- 
nour the perfon of the mighty: dut. in righte- 
oufnefs fhalt thou judge thy neighbour. 16 
Thou fhalt not go up and down as a tale-bear- 
er among thy people; neither fhalt thou ftand 
againft the blood of thy neighbour: I am the 
Lorn. 174 Thou fhalt not hate thy brother in 
thine heart: thou fhalt in any wife rebuke thy 
neighbour, and not fuffer fin upon him. 18 7 
Thou fhalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge 
againft the children of thy people, but thon 
fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf: I am the 
Lorp. } 

We are taught here, Fir/, To.be honeft and true in all our 
dealings, ver. 11. God, who has appointed every man’s pro- 
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perty by his providence, forbids by his law the invading of that 
appointment, either by downright theft, Ye /hall not fleal ; or 
by fraudulent dealing, You fhall not cheat, or deal falfely. 
Whatever we have in the world, we mutt fee to it that it be 
honeftly. come by; for we cannot be truly rich, nor long rich 
with that which is not. The God of truth, who requires truth 
in the heart, Pfal. li. 6. requires it alfo in ghe tongue, Weither 
lie one to another, cither in bargaining or common converfe, 
This is one of the Jaws of Chriftianity, Col. iii. 9.. Lie not one 
to another. ‘They that do not fpeak truth, do not deferve to 
be told truth; they that fin by lying, jultly fuffer by it: there- 
fore we are forbid to lie one to another ; for if we lie to others, 
we teach them to lie to us. 

Secondly, To maintain a very reverent regard to the facred 
name of God, ver. 12.; and not to call him to be witnefs, ei- 
ther, (1.) Toa hes Ye fhall not fwear falfely. It is bad to 
tella lie, but it is much worfe to fwear it. Or, (2.)-Toa 
trifle, and every impertinence: Neither fhalt thou profane the 
name of thy God, by alienating it to any other purpofe than 
that for which it is to be religioufly ufed. 

Thirdly, Neither to take, nor keep, any one’s right fro 
them, ver. 13. We muft not ¢ake that which is none of our 
own, either by fraud or robbery; nor detain that which be- 
longs to another, particularly the wages of the hireling, let it 
not abide with thee all night. Let the day-labourer have his 
wages as foon as he has done his day’s work, if he defire it. 
It is a great fin to deny the payment of it, nay, to defer it to 
his damage ; a fin that cries to heaven for vengeance, James 
Vv. 4 

Fourthly, To be particularly tender of the credit and fafety 
of thofe that cannot help themfelvés, ver. 14. (1.) The cre- 
dit of the deaf: Thou fhalt not curle the deaf. Not thofe that 
are naturally deaf, that cannot hear at all: Or thofe that are 
abfent, and at prefent out of hearing of the curfe; and do can- 
not fhew their refentment, return the affront, or right them-_ 
felves: Or thofe that are patient ; that feem as if they heard 
not, and are not willing to take notice of it; as David, Pfal. 
XXxviil. 13.- Do not therefore injure any becaufe they are 
unwilling, or unable to avenge themfelves; for God fees and 
hears, though they do not. (2.) The fafety of the blind we 
mutt likewife be tender of, and not put a /lumbling-block before 
them; for this is to add affliction to the afflicted, and to make 
God’s providence a fervant to our malice. This prohibition 
implies a precept to help the blind, and remove ftumbling-blocks 
out of their way. The Jewifh writers, thinking it impoflible 
that any fhould be fo barbarous as to put a fumbling-block in 
the way of the blind, under{tood it figuratively, that it forbids 
giving ill counfel to thofe that are fimple, and eafily impofed 
upon, by which they may be led to do fomething to their own 
prejudice. -We ought to take heed of doing any thing which 
may: occafion our weak brother to fall, Rom. xiv. 13. 1 Cor. 
vilis g. It is added, as a prefervative from thefe fins, But fear 
thou God. Thou doft not fear the deaf and blind, they cannot 
right themfelves ; but remember, it is the glory of God to help 
the helplefs, and he will plead their caufe. Note, The fear of 
God will reftrain us from doing that which will not expofe us 
to mens refentments. wie: 

Fifthly, Judges, and all in.authority, are here commanded to 
give verdict and judgment without partiality, ver. 15. Whe-. 
ther they were conftituted judges by commifhon, or made fo in 
a particular cafe by the confent of both parties, as referees or 
arbitrators, they muft do no wrong to either fide, but to the 
utmoft of their fill muft go according to the rules of equity, 
having refped purely to the merits of the caufe, and not to the 
characters of the perfon. “Fu/tice, mult never be perverted, ei- 
ther, (1.) In pity to the poor, Thou foalt not refpeét the perfon 
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‘of the poor, Exod. xxiii. 3. Whatever may be given to a poor 
man as an alms, yet let nothing be awarded him as his right, 
‘but what he is legally intitled to, nor let his poverty excufe him 
from any juft punifhment for a fault. 
or fear'of the mighty, in whofe favours judges would be moft 
frequently biafled. The Jews fay, Judges were by this law 
obliged to be fo impartial, as not to let-one. of the contending 
parties fit while the other ftood ; nor permit one to fay what 
he pleafed, and bid the other be fhort: See James ii. 2, 3. 
Sixthly, We are all forbidden to do any thing injurious to 
our neighbour’s good name, ver. 16. either, (1.) In common 
converfation: Thou fhalt not'go up and down as a tale-bearer. 
‘It is as ill an office as a man can put himfelf into, to be the 
publither of every man’s faults, divulging what was fecret, ag- 
gravating crimes, and making the worft of every thing that was 
amifs, with defign to blaft and ruin mens reputation, and to féw 
difcord among neighbours. The word ufed for a tale-bearer, 
fignifies a pedlar, or petty chapman, the interlopers of trade ; 
for tale-bearers pick up ill-natured {tories at one houfe, and ut- 
ter them at another, and commonly darter flanders by way of 
exchange. See this fin condemned, Prov. xi. 13. & xx. 19. 
Jer. ix. 4, §- Or, (2.) In witnefs-bearing: Neither /halt thou 
Sand as a witnels againft the blood of thy neighbour, if his blood 


be innocent 5 nor join in confederacy with fuch bloody men as: 


thefe defcribed, Prov.i. 11,12. The Jewifh dodtors put this fur- 
ther fenfe upon it, “ Thou fhalt not ftand by and fee thy bro- 
ther in danger ; but thou fhalt come in to his relief and fac- 
cour, though it be with the peril of thy own life or limb.” 
They add, “ He that can by his teftimony clear one that is 
accufed, is obliged by this law to do it: See Prov. xxiv. 
tay rs, 5 t 
Seventhly, We are commanded to rebuke our neighbour in 
love. ver. 17. Thou fhalt in any wife rebuke thy neighbour. 
[1.] Rather rebuke him than hate him, for any injury done to 
If we apprehend that our neighbour has any way 
wronged us, we muft not conceive afecret grudge againft him, 
and eftrange ourfelves from him, {peaking to him neither bad 
nor good, as the manner of fome is, who have an art of con- 
cealing their difpleafure till they have an opportunity of a full 
revenge, 2 Sam, xiil.22.: But we mutt rather give vent to our 
refentments with the meekne/s of wi/dom, endeavour to convince 
our brother of the injury, reafon the cafe fairly with him, and 
fo put an end to the difguft conceived. This is the rule our 
Saviour gives in this cafe, Luke xvii. 3. ['2:] Therefore re- 


_buke him for his fin againft God, becaufe thou lovelt-him : en- 


deavour to bring him to repentance, that his fin may be par- 
doned, and he may turn from it, and it may not be’ fuffered to 
lie upon him. Note, Friendly reproof is a duty we owe to 
one another; and we ought both to give it, and take it, in 
love. Let the righteous /mite me, it fhall bea kindnefs, Pfal. 
exli. 5. Faithful and ufeful are the wounds of a friend, Prov. 
xxvil. 5,6. It is here ftritly commanded, Thou Shalt in any 
wife do it, and not omit it under any pretence. Confider, 1/, 
The guilt we incur by not reproving. Jt is conftrued here, 
hating our brother. We are ready to argue thus, “ Such a 
one is a friend I love, therefore I will not make him uneafy 
by telling him of his faults: But we fhould rather fay, 
* Therefore I will do him the kindnefs, to tell him of them.” 
Love covers jin from others, but not from the finner-himéelf, 
2dly; he mifchief we do by not reproving ; we fuffer fin upon 
him And mutt we help the afs of an enemy that is fallen un- 
der'his burden, and thall we not help the foul of a friend? 
Exod. xxiii. 5. And by /uffering fin upon him, we are in dan- 
ger Searing fin for him, as-the margin reads it. If we reprove 
not the unfruitful works of darknefs, we have fellow/hip with 
them, and become acceflaries, ex pot facto, Eph. y. 11. It is 


Vor. Tf. 


: RS 
Ee eS Vee PO WAS. 


Or, (2.) In veneration , 


“417 


_ thy brother, thy neighbour, that is concerned; and he was.a 


Cain that faid, 4m L my. brother's keeper ? 

Eighthly, We are here required to put off all malice, and to 
put on brotherly love, ver. 18. (1.) We mutt be #l-affedted - 
to none; Thou halt not avenge, nor bear any grudge: 'To the 
fame purpofe with that, ver. 17. Thou jfhalt not hate thy bro- 
ther in thy heart; for malice is murder begun. If our brother 
has done us an injury, we mutt not return it upon him, that is 
avenging; We muft not upon every occafion upbraid him with 
it; that is bearing a grudge: But we mutt both forgive it, and 
forget it, for thus we are forgiven of God. It is a molt i#/- 
natured thing, and the bane of friendfhip, to retain the refent- 
ment of affronts and injuries, and to let that /word devour for 
ever, (2.) We mult be well-afeced to all: Thou fhalt love' 
thy neighbour as thyfelf. We-often wrong ourfelves, but we 
foon forgive ourfelves thofe wrongs, ‘and they do not at all lef 
fen our love to ourfelves; and in like manner we fhould Jove 
our neighbour. Our Saviour hath made this the fecond great 
commandment of the law, Matth. xxii. 39. And the apoftle 
fhews how it is the fummary of all the laws of the fecond ta- 
ble, Rom. xili. 9, 10. Gal. v. 14. We mutt love our neigh- 
bour as truly as we love ourfelves, and without difimulation ; 
we muft evidence our love to our neighbour in the fame way 
by which we evidence our love to ourfelves, preventing his 
hurt, and procuring his good to the utmoft of our power. We. 
muft do to our neighbour as we would be done to ourfelves, 
Mat. vii. 12.3 putting our foul into bis foul’s lead, Job xvi. 4, 
5. Nay, we mutt in many cafes deny our/elves for the good of 
our neighbour; as St Paul, 1 Cor. ix. 19, ‘Sc. Herein the 
gofpel goes beyond even the excellent precept of the law ; for 
Chrilt, by laying down his life for us, hath taught us even to 
lay down our lives for the brethren in fome cafes, 1 John iii. 16. 
and fo to Jove our neighbour better than ourfelves. 


19 F Ye fhall keep my ftatutes: Thou fhalt 
not let thy cattle gender with a diverfe kind: 
Thou fhalt not fow thy field with mingled feed: 
neither fhall.a garment mingled of linen and 
woollen come upon thee. 20 And wholoever 
lieth carnally with a woman that is a bond-maid 
betrothed to an hufband, and not at all redeem- 
ed, nor freedom given her; fhe fliall be fcour- 
ged: they fhall not be put to death, becaufe 
fhe was not free. 21 And he thall bring his 
tref{pafs-offering unto the Lorp, unto the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, even a 
ram for a trefpafs-offering. 22 And ‘the prieft 
fhall make an atonement for him with the ram 
of the trefpafs-offering, before the Loxn, for his 
fin which he hath done: and the fin which he. 
hath done, fhall be forgiven him. \ 23 J And 
when ye fhall come into the land, and {hall have 
planted all manner of trees for food; then ye 
fhall count the fruit thereof as uncircumcifed : 
three years fhall it be as uncireumcifed unto 
you: it-fhall not be eaten of. 24 But in the 
fourth year all the fruit thereof fhall be holy to 
praife the Lorp wirha/. 25 And in the fifth 
year {hall ye eat of the fruit thereof, that it may 
yield unto you the increafe thereof: I az, the 
Lorp yourGod. 264 Ye fhall not.eat anything: 
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with the blood: neither fhall ye ufe inchant- 
ment, nor obferye times. 27 Ye fhall not round 
the corners of your heads, neither fhalt thou mar 
the corners of thy beard. 28 Ye fhall not make 
any cuttings in your fleth for the dead, nor print 
any marks upon you: I amthe Lorp. 29 Do 
not proftitute thy daughter, to caufe her to be 
-awhore; left the land fall to whoredom, and 
the land become full of wickednefs. 


Here is, Fir/t, A law againft mixtures, ver. 19. God in 
the beginning made the cattle after their kind, Gen. i. 25.3 
and we nyalt acquiefce in the order of nature God hath efta- 
blithed, believing. that is beft and fufficient, and not covet mon- 
fters. Add thou not unto his works, left he reprove thee; for at 
is the excellency of the work of God, that nothing can, with- 
out making it worfe, be either put to it, or taken from it, Eccl. 
iu. T4. As what God hath joined, we muft not feparate, fo 
what he hath /eparated we mult not join, The fowing of min- 
gled corn, and the wearing of linfzy-qwoolfey garments are forbid- 
dea, either as fuperftitious cuftoms of the heathen, or to inti- 
mate, how careful they fhould be not to mingle themfelves with 
the heathen, nor to wave any of the ufages of the Gentiles in- 
to God’s ordinances. Ainfworth fuggefts, That it was to lead. 
Hfrael.to the fimplicity and fincerity of religion, and to all the 
parts and doétrines of the law and. gofpel in their diftiné kinds. 
As faith is neceflary, good works are neceffary ; but to mingle 
thefe together in the. caufe of our jultification before God is for- 
bidden, Gal. ti. 16. 

Secondly, A. law for the punifhing of adultery committed with 
one that was a bond-maid that was efpoufed, ver. 20,—22. If 
the had nat been e/poufed, the law appointed no punifhment at 
all; being efpou/jed, if fhe had not been a dond-maid, the pu- 
nifhment had been no lefs than death: But being as yet a bond- 
maid, (though before the compleating of her efpoufals fhe muft 
have been made free) the capital punifiment is remitted, and 
they fhall both be /eounged ; or, as fome think, the woman on- 
ly, andthe man was to bring a facrifice. 1t was for the ho- 
nour of marriage, though but begun by betrothing, that the crime 
fhould be punifhed ; but it was for the honour of freedom that 
it fhould not be punifhed fo as the debauching of a free-woman 
was: So great was the difference then made between bond and 

ree, Gal, iv. 30.3; but the gofpel of Chrift knows no fuch di- 
tinction, Col. iti. 17. 

Thirdly, A law concerning fruit-trees, That for the three 
firft years after they were planted, if they fhould happen to be 
fo forward as to bear in that time, yet no ufe fhould be made 
of the fruit, ver. 23,—25. It was therefore the practice of 
_- the Jews to pluck off the fruit, as foon as they perceived it 

knit, from their young trees; as gardeners do fometimes, be- 
caufe their early bearing hinders their growing. If any did 
come to perfection, it was not to be ufed in the fervice either 
of God or man: But what they bore the fourth year was to 
be holy to the Lord ; either given to the priefts, or eaten be- 
fore the Lord with joy, as their fecond tithe was; and from 
thenceforward it was all their own. Now, (1.) Some think 
that this taught them not to follaw the cuftom of the heathen; 
who, they fay, confecrated the very firft produéts of their fruit- 
trees to the idols, faying that otherwife all the fruits would:be 
blafted. (z.)-This law.in the cafe of fruit-trees feems to be 
parallel with that in the cafe of animals, That no creature 
thould be accepted as an offering till it was palt eight days old, 
nor till that day were children to be circumcifed; fee Lev. 


a¥iL, 27. God would haye the fixf-fruits of their tress But 
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| old, not fit for any ufe. 
- over hafty in catching at any comfort, but to be willing with 

| patience to wait the time for the enjoyment of it; and particu-_ 

| larly. to acknowledge ourfelves, unworthy of the increafe of the 

| earth, our right to the fruits of which was forfeited by our firft - 
| parents eating forbidden fruit, and we are reftored ta_it only 

| by the word of God and prayer, 1 Tim. iv. 5. 


| then, ver. 26,—28. 
| tiles did, who gathered. the blood of their facrifices. into a veffel,, 


_ ners of your heads. 
| ven, in honour of them cut their hair, fo as that their heads, 
_ might refemble the celeftial globe ; but as the cuftom was fool- 


* tion of thefe dunghill-deities. 


accounted as uncircumcifed, i. €. as an animal under eight days 
(3-) We are hereby taught not to be 


Fourthly, A law againft the fuperftitious ufages of the hea- 
(1.) Eating upon the blood, as the Gen- 


for their demons (as they fancied) to. drink ; and then fat a- 


"bout it, eating the flefh themfelves; fignifying their communion 
with devils, by their feafting with them. 


Let not this cuftom, 
be ufed; for the blood. of God’s facrifices was to be fprinkled 


on the altar, and then poured at. the foot of it, and conveyed. 
| away. 


(2.) Enchantment and divination, and; a_fuperftitious 
obfervation of times, fome days. and hours lucky, and others, 


unlucky. Curious arts of this kind, it is. likely, had been of 


Jate invented, by the Egyptian priefts, to amufe the people, and 
fupport their own credit. 
tifed, but muft by no means imitate them. _ It would be un- 


| pardonable in them, to whom were committed the oracles of Gods, 


to afk counfel. of the devil; and yet worfe in Chriftians, to 
whom the Son. of God is manifefted, who has defroyed the works 
of the devil. For Chriftians to have their nativities caft, and. 
their fortunes told them; to ufe fpells and charms for the cure 
of difeafes, and the driving away of evil fpirits ; to be affefted? 
with the falling of the falt, a hare crofling the way, crofs-days, 


_ or the like ; is an intolerable affront to the Lord Jefus, a fupport 


of pagani{m and idolatry, and.a reproach beth to. themfelves,and. 
to, that worthy name by which they are called: And they 


_ muft be grofsly ignorant, both of the law and the gofpel, that 
| afk, What harm is there in thefe things? Is it no harm for 
| thofe that have: fellowthip with Chrift, to have fellowhhip with 
| devils, or to learn the ways of thofe that have? Surely we 
have not fo learned Chrifts (3.) There was a fuperttition, even: 


in trimming themfelves, ufed by the heathen, which muft not 
be imitated by the people of God: Ye /hall not round the cor= 
They that worfhipped the hofts of hea- 


ifh in itfelf, fo being done in refpeét to their falfe gods, it was. 
idolatrous, 
prefled their forrow at their funerals muft not be imitated, ver. 
28. They muft not make cuts er prints in their flefh for the 
dead; for the heathen did fo, to pacify the infernal deities they 
dreamed of, and to make them propitious to their deceafed: 
friends. Chrift by his fufterings has altered the property -of 
death, and made it a true friend to every true Ifraelite; and. 
now, as there needs nothing to make death propitious to us, 


(for if God be fo, death is fo of courfe,) fo we forrow not as: 


thofe that have no hope. Thofe whom the God of Ifrael had: 
fet apart for himfelf, muft not receive the image and fuperfcrip- 


daughters to uncleannefs, which is here forbidden, ver. 29.. 


_feems to have been. praétifed by the heathen in their idolatrous 

worfhips ; for with fuch abominations thofe unclean fpirits which 
‘they worfhipped were well-pleafed. And when lewdnefs ob- 

tained as a religious rite,and was committed in their temples, no» 

marvel that the land became full of that wickedne/s3 which, when, — 
, itt. 


Chap. XIE. 


. becaufe for the three firft years they were as inconfiderable as 
/ a lamb or a calf under eight days old, therefore God would 
| pot have them, for it is fit he fhould have every thing at its 
| bet: And yet he would not allow them to ufe them, becaufe 
his firft fruits were not as yet offered; they muft therefore be 


The Ifraelites had feen, them prac- 


(4.) The rites and. ceremonies by. which they exe. - 


Lafily, The proftituting of their - 


ag 


‘Chap. XIX. 


it entered at the temple-dodrs, overfpread the land like amighty 
torrent, and bore down all the fences of virtue and modefty. 
The devil himfelf could not have brought fuch abominations 
into their lives, if he Had not firft brought them into their wor- 
fhips. And juftly were they given up to vile affections, who 
forfook the holy God, and gave divine honours to impure {pi- 
rits. Thofe that di/bonour God, are thus fuffered to di/bonour 
themfelves and their farnilies. 


307] Ye fhall keep my fabbaths, and reverence 
may fanctuary: Lam the Lorp. . 31 ¢ Regard 
not them that have familiar fpirits, neither feek 
after wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the 
Lorp your God. 32 4 Thou fhalt rife up be- 
fore the hoary head, and honour the face of the 
old man, and fear thy God: I am the Lorp. 
334 And if a flranger fojourn with thee in your 
land, ye fhall not vex him. 34 But the ftran- 
ger that dwelleth with you, fhall be unto you 
as one born amongit you, and thou fhalt love 
him as thyfelf; for ye were ftrangers in the 
land of Egypt: Iam the Lorp your God. 35 
@ Ye fhall do no unrighteoufnefs in judge- 
ment, in mete-yard, in weight, or in meafure. 
36 Juft balances, juft weights, a juft ephah, and 


~a juft hin fhall ye have: Iam the Lorp your 


God, which brought you out of the land of E- 
gypt. 37 Therefore fhall ye obferve all my 
ftatutes, and all my judgments, and do them: I 


_am the Lorp. 


Here is, Firf, A law for the preferving of the honour of the 
time and place appropriated to the fervice of God, ver. 30. This 
would be a means to fecure them both from the idolatries and 
fuperftitions of the heathen, and from all immoralities in con- 
verfation. (1.) Sabbaths mutt be religioufly obferved, and not 
thofe ¢imes, mentioned, ver. 26. which the heathen had a fu- 
perftitious regard to. (2.) The fanéuary mult be reverenced: 
Great care muft be taken to approach the tabernacle with that 
purity and preparation which the law required ; and to attend 
there with that-humility, decency, and cofenet of application 
which became them in the immediate prefence of fuch an aw- 
ful Majefty. ‘Though now there is no place holy by divine 
inftitution, as the tabernacle and temple then were, yet this o- 
bligeth us to refpect the folemn’affemblies of Chriftians for re- 
ligious worfhip, as being under a promifé of Chrift’s {pecial 
prefence in them; and to carry ourfelves with a due deco- 
rum, while in thofe affemblies we attend the adminiftration of 
holy ordinances, Ecclef. v. i. 

Secondly, A caution again{t all communion with witches, 
and thofe that were in league with familiar fpirits: Regard 
them not, feck not after them; be not in fear of any evil from 
them, or in hopes of any good from them. Regard not their 
threatenings, or promifes, or prediGtions: Seek not to them for 
difcovery or advice ; for if you do, you are defiled by it, and 
rendered abominable both to God, and your own confciences. 
This was the fin that compleated Saul’s wickednef’&, for which’ 
he was rejected of God, 1 Chron. x. 13. 

Thirdly, A charge to young people to fhew refpec to the 
aged, ver, 32. Thou /halt rife up before the hoary head. Age 
is honourable ; and he that is the ancient of days requires that 
honour be paid to it. ~The hoary head is a crown of glory. 


EE wen er cw is. 


- ott juft balances, weights, and meafures. 
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Thofe whom God has honoured with the common blefling of 
long lifes we ought to honour with the diftinguifhing expref- 
fions of civility; and thofe that in age are wife and good, are 
worthy of double honour: More ‘refpe& is owing to fuch old 
men than merely to ri/e up before them; their credit and com- 
fort muft be carefully confulted, their experiences and obferva- 
tions improved, and their counfels afked and hearkened to, 
Job xxxiii. 6, 7. Some by the o/d man, whofe face and pre- 
fence is to be honoured, underftand the elder in office, as by the 
hoary head, the elder in age: Both ought to be refpeéted as 
fathers, and in the fear of God, who has put fome of his honour 
upon both. Note, Religion teacheth good manners, and obli- 
geth us to give honour to thofe to whom Aonour-ts due. It is 
an inftance of great degeneracy and diforder in a land, when the 
child behaves himfelf proudly againft the ancient, and the bafe 
againft the honourable, Ua. iii. 5. Job xxx. 1, 13. It becomes 
the aged to receive this honour, and the younger to give it 3 for 
it is the ornament as well as duty of their youth, to order them- 
Selves lowly and reverently to all their betters. 

Fourthly, A charge to Ifraelites to be very tender of f{tran- » 
gers, ver. 32, 34. Both the law of God, and his providence, 
hath vaftly dignified I[frael above any other people; yet they 
muft not therefore think themfelves authorized to. trample upoa 
all mankind, but thofe of their own nation, and to infult them 
at their pleafure: No, thou /halt not vex a flranger: but love 
him as thyfelf, and as one of thine own people. It is fuppofed 
that this franger was not an idolaier, but a worfhipper of the 
God of Ifrael, though not circumicifeds a profelyte of the gate at 
leaft, though not a profelyte of righteoufnefs: If fuch a one /o- 
journed among them, they muft not vex him; not opprefs or 
over-reach him in a bargain, taking advantage of his ignorance 
of their laws and cuftoms: They muft reckon it as great a fin 
to cheat, a {tranger as to cheat an Ifraelite ; nay, (fay the Jew- 
ifh doétors,) they muft not fo much as upbraid him with his 
being a ftranger, and his having been formerly an idolater. 
Strangers are God’s particular care, as widows and fatherlefs 


are, becaufe it is his honour to help the helplefs, Pfal. cxlvi. 


Q.; it is therefore at our peril, if we do them any wrong, or 
put any hardfhips upon them. Strangers thall be welcome to 
God’s grace, and therefore we fhould do what we can to in- 
vite them to it, and to recommend religion to their good opi- 
nion. It argues a generous difpofition, and a pious regard to 
God as a common Father, to be kind to firangers; for thofe of 
different countries, cuftoms, and languages, yet are all made of 
one blood. But here is a reafon added peculiar to the Jews : 
For ye were flrangers in the land of Egypt. ‘* God then fa- 
voured you, therefore do you now favour the ftrangers ; and 
do to them as you then wifhed to be done to. You were 
{trangers, and yet are now thus highly advanced; therefore 
you know not what thefe ftrangers may come to, whom you 

are apt to defpife.’” : 
Fifihly, Juitice in weights and meafures is here command- 
ed: That there fhould bé no cheat in them, ver. 35.3; ‘That 
they fhould be very exact, ver. 36. In weighing, and meafu- 
ring, we pretend a defign to give all thofe their own whom we 
deal with ; but if the weights and meafures be /al/, it is like a 
corruption in judgment, it cheats under colour of juftice ; and 
thus to deceive a man to his damage, is worfe than picking 
his pockets, or robbing him on the high-way. He that fells is 
bound to give the full of the commodity ; and he that buys; 
the full of the price agreed upon ; which cannot be done with- 
Let no man go bee 
yond or defraud his brothers fer though it be hid from many it 
will be found that God is the avenger of all fuch. 
La/fily, The chapter concludes with a general command, ver, 
37. Ye, fhall obfer've all my flatutesy and da them. Note, 1. 
3G2 We 


fae. 


We are not likely to do God's ftatutes, unlefs we obferve them _ 


with ‘great care and confideration. 2. Yet it is not enough 
barely to obferve God’s precepts, but we muft make confcience 
of obeying them. “What will it avail us to be critical in our 
“notions, if we be not confcientions in ovr converfations. 3. 
An uptight heart hath refpedt to ail God’s commandments, 
Pfal. cxix. 6. "Though in many inflances the hand fails of 
‘doing what fhould be done, yet the eye obferves all God’s fta- 
tutes. We are not allowed to pick and choofe our duty, but 
muft aim at {tanding complete in all the will of God, 


CUHtA. P. XX: 

The laws which before were made, are in this chapter re- 
peated, and penalties annexed to them; that they who 
would not be deterred from fin by the fear of God, might 
be deterred from it by the fear of purijhment. If we 
will not avoid fuch and fuch pradices becaufe the law has 
made them fin, (and it 1s mf? acceptable, when we g0 
upon that principle of religion,) fure we will avoid them 
when the law has made them death, from a principle of 
Self prefervation, In this chapter we have, 1. Many par- 
uicular erimes that are made capital: (1.) Giving their 
children to Molech, ver. 1x—5. (2.) Confulting witches, 
ver. 6, 27, (3.) Curfing parcn's, ver. 9. (4+) Adultery, 
ver. 19. (5.) Incefl, ver. 11, 12) 14, 17) 19, 20, 21. 
(6.) Unnatural lufts, ver. 13, 15, 16, 8. IL. General 
commands given to be holy, ver. 7, 8, 22,—26. 


_ . & ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 2 

A Again, thou fhalt fay to the children of 
Tfrael, Whofoever be be of the children of If 
rael, or of the ftrangers that fojourn in Ifrael, 


that giveth any of his feed unto Molech; he fhall 


furely be put to death; the people of the land 
fhall ftone him with ftones. 
my face againft that man, and will cut him off 
from among his people; becaufe he hath gi- 
ven: of his feed unto Molech, to defile my fanc- 
tuary, and to profane my holy Name. 4 And 
- if the people of the land do any ways hide their 
eyes from the man, when he giveth of his. feed 
unto Molech, and kill him not: 5 Then I will 
fet'my face againft that man, and againtt his 
family, and will cut him off, and all that go a- 
whoring after him, to commit whoredom with 
Molech, from among their people. 6 q And the 
foul that turneth after fuch as have familiar 
fpirits, and after wizards, to go a-whoring af- 
ter them, I will even fet my face againft that 
foul, and will cut him off from among his peo- 
ple. 74 Sanétify yourfelves therefore, and be 
ye holy: 'tor I am the Lorp your God. 8 And 
ye fhall keep my flatutes, and do them: I am 
the Lorp which fan@ify you. 9g | For every 
one that curfeth his father or his mother, fhall 


be furely put to death: he hath curfed his — 


father or his mother; hie blood /Zall be upon 
him. 3 


Moles is here dire&ted to /ay that again to the children of 


Ley tT b Gus 


3 And I will fet 5 


might believe them to be of great confequence, being fo often 
inculcated. God [peaket/> once, yea tavice; and what he orders 
tobe faid again, we mult be willing to hear again, becaufe for 
us it is fafe, Phil. ii. 1. 

Three fins are in thefe verfes threatened with death. 

Firft, Parents abuling their children, by facriticing them to 
Molech, ver. 2, 3. ‘There is the groffelt abfurdity that can 
be in all idolatry, and it is a great reproach to mens reafon ; 
but none trampled upon all the honours of the human nature 
fo as this did, the burning of their children in the fire to the 
honour of a dunghill-god. It was a plain evidence that their 
gods were devils, which defired and delighted in the mifery 
and ruin of mankind ; and that the worfhippers were worle 
than the beafts that perifh, perfectly f{tript not only of reafon, 

‘but of natural affection. Abraham’s offering Ifaac could not 


_ give countenance, much lefs could it give rife to this barbarous 


practice; fince though that was commanded, it was immediate- 
ly countermanded. Yet fuch was the power of the god of this 
world over the children of difobedience, that this prodigious 
piece of inhumanity was generally pra@ifed ; and even the If 
raelites were in danger of being drawn into it, which made it 
neceffary that this fevere law fhould be made againft it. It 


was not enough to tell them they might fpare their children; . 
the fruit of their body fhould never be accepted for the fin of © 
their foul: But they muft be told, [3.] That the criminal. 
himfelf fhould be put to death, as a murderer: The people of 


the land foall ftone him with ftones, ver. 2.; which was looked 
upon as the worft of capital punifhments among the Jews. If 
the children were facrificed to the malice of the devil, the pa- 
rents mutt be facrificed to the juftice of God. And, if either 


the fa& could be proved, or the magifirates did not do their - 
duty, God would take the work into his own hands, ver. 3. 7. 
will cut him of. Note, Thofe that efcape punifhment from . 


men, yet fhall not efcape the righteous judgments of God; fa 


wretchedly do they deceive themfelves, that promife themfelves . 
How can they efcape, againft whom God: 
Jets bis face? i. e, whom he frowns upon, meets as.an enemy, : 


impunity in fin. 


and fights againit? The heinoufnefs of the crime is here fet 


forth to juftify the doom ; it defiles the fanétuary, and profanes. - 
the holy name of God, for the honour of both which he is. | 
jealous. Obferve, The malignity of the fin is laid upon that in. 
When the Gentiles facrificed + - 
their children, they were guilty of murder and idolatry: But if © 


it which was peculiar to. l{rael. 


the Ifraelites did it, they incurred the additional guilt of defiling 
the fanéuary, which they attended upon even. when. they lay, 


under this guilt, as if there might be an. agreement. betweem ~> 
the temple of God and idols; and of profaning the holy name of ~ 


God, by which they were called, as if he allowed his worthip. 
pers. to do fuch things, Rom. ii. 23, 24. [2.] That all his 


aiders and abettors fhould be cut off likewife by the righteous - 
If his neighbours concealed him, and would. 
_ hot come in as witnefles againft him ; if the magiftrates con- 


hand of God. 


nived at him, and. would not pafs fentence upon him, rather 


pitying his folly than hating his: impiety, God himfelf. would 
reckon with them, ver..4, 5. Mifprifion of idolatry is a crime - 
—cognofcible in the court of heaven, and which hall not go uns 


punifhed: J will fet my face againf that man (that magiltrate, 
Jer. v. 1.) and againft his family. Note, 1. The wickednefs 
of the maiter of a family often brings ruin upon a family : and 
he that: fhould be the houfe-keeper, proves the houfe-breaker, 
2. If magiftrates will not do juitice upon offenders, God 
will do juftice upon them ;_ becaufe there is danger that many 
will go a-zwhoring afier thém, that. do but. countenance fin by 
_ winking 


; Chap. xe. 


Ifael, which he had in effect faid before, ver. 2. Weare fure- 
it was no vain repetition, but very necetlary, that they might ~ 
give the more earnef? heed to the things that were fpoken, and. 
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‘ 
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winking at it ; and if the fins of leaders be leading fins, it is 

fit their punithments fhould be exemplary punifhments. 
| Secondly, Childven abuling their parents, by curfing them, 
ver. 9. If children either /peak ill of their parents, or wifh 
il to them, or carry it fcornfully or fpitefully towards them, it 
was an-iniguity to be pumifhed by the judges, who were emi- 
ployed as coniervators both of God’s honour and of the public 
_ peace, which were both attempted by this unnatural infolence : 
See Proy. xxx. 17. The eye that mocks at his father, the ra- 
/ wens of the valley foall pick it out ; which intimates, that fuch 
: wicked children were in a.fair way to be not only hanged, 
but hanged in chains. This law of Mofes Chrift quotes and 
confirms, Mat. xv. 4.3 for it is as direct a breach of the fifth 
commandment as wilful murder is of the fixth. The fame 
Jaw-which requires parents to be tender of their children, re- 
‘quires children to be refpectful to their parents. He that de- 
dpitefully ufeth his parents, the inftruments of his: being, flies 
in the face of God himfelf, the Author of his being, who will 


not fee the paternal dignity and authority infulted and tramp-: 


Jed upon. 

Thirdly, Perfons abufing themfelves, by confulting fuch as 
have femuliar {pirits, ver. 6. .By this, as much ‘as any thing, a 
man doth diminifh, difparage, and deceive himfelf, and fo a- 
bufe himfelf. - What greater madnefs can there be than for a 
man to go toa har for information, and to an enemy for ad- 
vice? They do fo, who turn after them that deal-in the black 
art, and know. the depths. of Satan. This is fpiritual adultery 
~ as much.as idolatry is, giving that honour to the devil which is 
' due to God only : And the jealous God will give a bill of di- 
vorce to thofe that thus go a-whoring from: him; and will. cut. 

them off, they having cut themfelves from him. 


~ charge, ver. 7,8. Where‘we have, 

rf, The duties required. And they are two. [1.] That 
in our principles, affeétions, and aims, we be holy: Sanéify 
yourfelves, and be.ye boly. We mutt -cleanfe: ourfelves from 
all the pollutions of fin, confecrate ourfelyes to the fervice- and 
_ -honour of God, and conform ourfelves in every thing to. his 
holy will and image ; this is to fandify yourfelves. [2.]-That 
im all our adtions, and in the-whole courfe of our converfation, 
_ swe be obedient to the laws of God: Ye /hall keep my flatutes. 
~ By this only we can make it to appear that we have fanGified 
_ ourfelves and are holy, even by our. keeping God’s ¢ommand- 
ments: The iree is known by its fruits. 
God's flatuies a8 we ought, unlefs we firft /andify ourfelves, 

and be holy. Make the tree good, and the fruit will be good. 
2dly, ‘Che veafons to enforce thefe duties. 1.) Jam the 
Lord your God... Therefore be holy that you may refemble 
him, whofe people you are, and: may be pleafing to him. . Ho- 
linefs becomes his houfe and houfehold. 
which fandify you... God fanctified them by peculiar: privileges, 
"laws, and favours, which diftinguithed them from all other na- 
tions, and dignified them as a people /et apart for.God. He 
‘gave them his word and ordinances to be means of their fanc- 
tification, and his good Spirit ta inftrud. them. 
mutt be holy, elfe they received the grace of God herein in 
vain. Note, 1. God’s people are, and muft be, perfons. of dif- 


ly converfations. 


that, 2 Cox. vy. 5. He that hath wrought us to the felf-fame 


‘ 


Vs eee ee OU 8. 


Tn the midit of thefe particular Jaws comes in ‘that general © 


Nor can we seep. 


(2.) £ am the Lord * 


Therefore they - 


» tinttion.» God has diftinguifbed them by. his holy covenant . 

and therefore they ought to difingui/h themfelves.by their ho- | 
2. God’s fanétifying us is a good reafon |~ 
why we fhould fandify ourfelves ; that we may comply with - 
_ the defigns of his grace, and not walk contrary. to them. If : 
: it be the Lord that fandifies us, we may hope the work ‘fhall 
_ _, be done, though it be difficult; the manner, of expreflion is like 


eh thing is God. And his-grace is fo. fax from fuperleding our 
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care and endeavour, that it doth moft {trongly engage and en- 
courage it: Work out your falvation, for it is God ihat worketh 
212 YOUs 


10 4 And the man that committeth adulte-- 


ty with another man’s wie, even be that com- 


- mitteth adultery with his neighbour’s wite, the 


adulterer and the adulterefs fhall furely be put 
to death. “£1 And the man that lieth with his 
father’s wife, hath uncovered his father’s naked~ 
nefs: both of them fhall furely be putto death; 
their blood /hall be wpon them. 12 And if a 
man lie with his daughter-in-law, both of them 
fhall furely be put to death: they havewrought 
confufion; their blood /a// be upon them, 

If a man alfo lie with mankind, as he. lieth with 
a woman, both of them have committed an a: 
bomination: they {hall furely be put to death; 
their blood fhald be upon them... 14.And if a 
man take a wife and her mother,. it.7s wicked- 


nefs: they fhall be burnt with fire, both he - 


and they ; that there be no wickednefs among 
you. 15 Andif a.man lie with a beaft, he 
fhail furely be put to death: and ye {hall flay 
the beaft.. 16 And if a. woman approach unto 


’ 


any beat, and lie down thereto, thou-fhalt kill: 


~ the woman-and the beaft: they fhall furely. be 
_ put to.death’; their blood /hal/ de upon them. 
-14 And if a man fhall take his-fifter, his father’s 


daughtér,or his mother’s daughter, and fee her 
nakednefs, and fhe fee his. nakednets; it a a 
wicked thing; and‘they fhall be cut off in the 


fight of their people: he hath uncovered his - 


fifter’s. nakednefs ; he fhall bear. his iniquity. 


nefs.; hé hath difcovered her fountain, and fhe 


“hath uncovered the fountain of her blood: and 


both of them fhall be cut off from among their 
people. 19 And thou fhalt not. uncover the 
nakednefs of thy mother’s fifter, nor of thy fa- 
ther’s fifter : for he: uncovereth his. near kin : 
they {hall bear their iniquity. 20.And‘if a man 
fhall lie with his uncle’s wife, he hath uncover- 


-ed his uncle’s nakednefs: they fhall-bear, their 
21..And if.a.man . 


fin, they fhall die childlefs. . 


-18. And if a:man {hall lie with a woman hav- - 
‘ing her ficknefs, and fhall uncover her naked- 


fhall take his brother’s wife, it zr an unclean : 


thing: he hath uncovered his brother’s naked.- 
nefs, they {hall be childlefs. . 


Sins again{t the feventh commandment are:here ordered to ~ 


be feverely punifhed. . Thefe are. fins which, of all other, fools 
are moft apt to make a mosk at; but God would teach thofe 
the heinoufnefs of the guilt by the extremity ofthe punifhment 
that would not otherwife be taught it. 

Firft, Lying with another man’s wife was made a capital 
crime. The adulterer and the adultere/s that had joined in the 


fing, 


é 
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fin, muft fall alike under the fentence: They fhall both be 
put to death, ver. 10. Long before this, even in Job’s time, 
this was reputed a heinous crime, and an iniquity to be punifbed 
by the judges, Job xxxi. 11. It is a prefumptuous contempt 
of an ordinance of God, and a violation of his covenant, Prov. 
ti. 17. It is an irreparable wrong to the injured hufband, and 
debaucheth the mind and confcience of both the offenders 
themfelves as much as any thing. It is a fin which head- 
ftrong and unbridled lufts hurry meh violently to, and there- 
fore it needs fuch a powerful reftraint as this: Itis a fin which 
defiles a land, and brings down God’s judgements upon it ; 
which difquiets families, and tends to the ruin of all virtue and 
religion ; and therefore is fit to be animadverted upon by the 
confervators of the public peace: But fee John viii. 11. 

Secondly, Unceftuous copulations, whether by marriage or 
not. 

(1.) Some of them were to be punifhed with death; as, a 
man’s lying with his father’s wife, ver. 11. Reuben had been 
put to death for his crime, Gen. xxxv. 22. if this law had 
been then made. It was the fin of the inceftuous Corinthian, 
for which he was to be delivered unto Satan, 1 Cor. v. 1, 5- 
A man’s debauching his daughter-in-law, or his mother-in-law, 
or his fifter, was likewife to be punifhied with death, ver. 12, 
P47. yj 

(2.) Others of them God would punifh with the curfe of 
barrennefs ; as a man’s defiling his aunt, or his brother’s wife, 


ver. 19, 20, 21.: They fhall die childlefs. "Thofe that keep 


not within the divine rules of marriage, forfeit the ‘bleflings of 


marriage: They foall commit whoredom, and fball not increafe, 
Hof. iv. ro. Nay, it is faid, They fhall bear their iniquity ; 
i. e. Though they be not immediately cut off by the hand ei- 
ther of God or man for this fin, yet the guilt of it thall die up- 
on them, to be reckoned for another day, and not to be purged 
with facrifice or offering. é 

Thirdly, The unnatural lufts of Sodomy and beftiality (fins 
not to be mentioned without horror) were to be punifhed 
with death, as they are at this day by our law, ver. 3 5,15; 
46. Even the beaft that was thus abufed was to be 4illed with 
the finner, who was thereby openly put to the greater fhame : 
And the villany was thus reprefented, as in the higheft degree 


execrable and abominable, all occafions of the remembrance or ~ 


mention of it being to-be taken away. Even the unfeafonable 
ufe of the marriage:bed, if -prefumptous, and in contempt of 
‘the law, would expofe the offenders to the juft judgement of 
God: They fhall be cut off, ver. 18. For this is the will of 
God, that every man Jhould poffe/s his veffel (and the wife is 
called the weaker veflel) in Janéctification and honour, as be- 
comes faints. 


2 4 Ye fhall therefore keep all my ftatutes, 
and all my judgements, and do them: that the 
land whither I bring you to dwell therein, fpue 
you not out. 23 And ye fhall not walk in the 


manners of the nation, which I caft out before | 


you: for they committed all thefe things, and 
therefore I abhorred them. 24 But | have 
faid unto you, Ye fhall inherit their land, and 


I will give it unto-you to poflefs it, a land that_ 


floweth with milk and honey: I am the Lorp 
your God, which have feparated you from 
other people. 25 Ye fhall therefore put diffe- 
rence between clean beafts and unclean, and 
hetween unclean fowls and clean: and ye thall 
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not make your fouls abominable by beaft or 
by fowl, or by any manner of living thing that 
creepeth on the ground, which I have fepara- 
ted from you as unclean. 26 And ye fhall be — 
holy unto me: for I the Loxp am holy, and 
have fevered you from other people, that ye 
fhould be mine. 27 A man alfo or woman 
that hath a familiar fpirit, or that is a wizard, 
fhall furely be put to death: they fhall ftone 
them with ftones: their blood /hall be upon 
them. ; 


The laft verfe is a particular faw, which comes in after the 
general conclufion, as if omitted in its proper place ; it is for 


_ the putting of thofe to death that dealt with familiar fpirits, ver. 


27. It would be a great affront to God, and to his lively 
oracles, a fcandal to the country, and a temptation to ignorant 
ill people to con/ult them, if fuch were known, and fuffered to 
live among them. They that are in league_with the devil, 
have in effe& made a covenant with death, and an agreement 
with hell; and fo fhall their doom be. 

The reft of thefe verfes repeat and inculcate what had been 
faid before: For to that unthinking forgetful people it was re- 
quifite there fhould be Jine upon line; and that general rules 
with their reafons thould be frequently infifted on, for the en- 
forcement of particular laws, and making them more effectual, 
Three things are here minded of. 

Firfl, Their dignity. (1.) They had the Lord for their 
God, ver.24. They were his ; his care, his choice, his trea- 
fure, his jewels, his kingdom of priefts; ver\26. That ye 

Jfoould be mine. Happy the people, and truly great, that is im 
Juch a cafe. (2.) Their God was a holy God, ver. 26.5 in- 
finitely advanced above all others. His holinefs is his glory, - 
and it was their honour to be related to him, while their neigh- 
bours were the infamous worfhippers of impure and filthy {pi- 
rits. (3.) The great God had /eparated them from other peo- 
ple, ver. 24.3 and again, ver. 26. Other nations were the 
common ; they were the inclofure, beautified and enriched with _ 
peculiar privileges, and defigned for peculiar honours :-Let them _ 
therefore value themfelves accordingly ; preferve their honour; 
and not lay it in the duft, by walking in the way of the hea~ 
then. ile. 

Secondly, Their duty. This is inferred from their dignity: 
God had done more for them than for others, and therefore 
expected more from them than from others. Aud what is it 
that the Lord their God requires in confideration of the great 
things done and defigned? {1.) Ye fhall keep all my flatutes, 
ver. 22. And all the reafon in the world they fhould; for 
the flatutes were their honour, and obedience to them would 
be their lafting comfort. (2.) 7% fball not walk in the man- 
ners of the nations, ver. 23. Being feparated from them, they 
muft not affociate with them, nor earn their way. The man- 
nets of the nations were ill enough in them, but would be much 
worfe in God’s people. (3.) Ye fhall pur difference betaveen 
clean and unclean, ver. 25. ‘This is holinefs, to difcern between 
things that differ: Not‘to live at large, as if we might fay and 
do any thing; but to fpeak and a@ with caution. (4.) 2% 

Joall not make your fouls abominable, ver. 25. Our conftant 
care muft be to preferve the honour, by preferving the purity, 


of our own fouls; and never to do any thing to make them a- - 


bominable'to God, and to our own confcienees. 

Thirdly, Their danger. (1.) They were: going into an in- 
‘fected place, ver. 24. Ye fhall inherit their land. A land flow- 
ing indeed with milk and honey, which they would have the — 

| } comfort. 


se ty BA 


holy unto his God. 
therefore, for he offereth the bread of thy God: 
he fhall be holy unto thee: for I the Lorp.. 
_ which fanttify: you, am holy. . 
_ daughter of any prieft; if fhe profane herfelf by: 
_ playing the whore, fhe profaneth her father : . 
the. fhall be burnt with fire. 


“with them a ftrange difpofition to take that infection. 
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comfort of, if they kept their integrity ; but withal, it was a 


land full of idols, idolatries, and fuperftitious ufages, which they 
would be apt to fall in love with, having brought from Egypt 
€2.) if 
they took the infe@ion, it would'be of pernicious ee 
tothem. [he Canaanites were to be expelled for thefe very 
fins: They committed all thefe things, and therefore I abborred 
them, ver. 23. Sce what an evil thing fin is; 1t provokes God 
to abhor his own creatures, whereas otherwife he delights in 
the work of his hands. And if the Hraelites trod in the fteps 
of their impiety, they muft expect that the land would /pue them 
out too, ver. 22.3 as he had told them before, chap. xviii. 28. 
Lf God {pared not the natural branches, but broke them off; nei- 
ther would he {pare thofe who were grafted in, if they dege- 
nerated. ‘“[‘hus the rejection of the Jews ftands for a warning 
to all Chriftian churches, to take heed left the kingdom of God 
be iaken from them. 'Thofe that fin like others mult expeé to 
fmart like them, and their profeflion of relation to God will be 
no fecurity to them.. ; 


A Cony ALP sa XXE 

This chapter might borrow its title from Mal. ii. 1. And now, 
O ye priefts, this commandment is for you. It is a law 
obliging priefis with the utmoft care and jealou/y io preferve 
the dignity of their priefthood. 1. The inferior priefis are 
here charged both concerning their. mourning, and concerning 
their marriages, and their children, ver. 1,—9. II. The 
high pricft is reftrained more than any of them, ver.10,—15. 
UL. Neither the one-nor thé other muft have_any blemifh, ver. 
16,—24. 


ND the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Speak unto 
the priefts the fons of Aaron, and fay un- 

to them, There fhall none be defiled for the 
dead among his people. 2 But for his kin, that 
is near unto him,-t/at is, for his mother, and 
for his father, and for his fon, and for his daugh- 


ter, and for his brother, 3 And for his fifter a 
‘virgin, that is nigh unto him, which hath had 
‘no hufband: for her may he be defiled. 4 But 


he fhall not defile himfelf, being a chief man a- 
mong his people, to profane himfelf. 5 They 
fhall not make baldnefs upon their head, nei- 
ther fhall they fhave off the corner of their 
beard, nor make any cuttings in their’ flefh. 


4 6 They fhall be ‘holy unto their God, and not 


profane the name of their God: for the offer- 
ings of the Lorp made by fire, and. the bread 


>. of their God, they do offer: therefore they thall. 


be holy. 7 They fhall not take a wife that is 


_ awhore, or profane; neither fhall they take a. 


woman put away from her hufband: for he zs 
8 Thou fhalt fandtify him 


And the 
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loft... Nor, (2.) Mutt it be. paffionate or immoderate. 


423 
Tt was before appointed that the priefts fhould ‘each the 


| people the fatutes God had given concerning the difference bes 


tween clean and unclean, chap. x. 10, 13. Now here it is pros 


| vided that they fhould obferve themfelves what they were to 
_ teach the people. 


Note, They whofe office it is to inftrué, 
muft do it by example, as well as precept, r Tim. iv. 42. 
The priefts were to draw nearer to God than any of the peo- 


, ple, and to be more intimately converfant with facred things; and 
| therefore it was required of them, that they fhould keep ata 
_ greater -diftance than others from every thing that was defiling, 
- and might diminifh the honour of their priefthood. 


Firft, They muft take care not to difparage themfelves in 
their mourning for the dead. All that. mourned for the dead 
were fuppofed to come near the body, if not fe touch it: And 
the Jews fay, it made a man ceremonially unclean to come 
within fix feet of a dead corpfe: Nay it is declared, Numb. 
xix. 14. That all that come ia to the tent- where the dead 
body lies, /hall be unclean feven days. Therefore all the mourn- - 
ers that attended the funeral could not but defile them/elves, fo 
as not to be fit to come into the fanétuary for feven days. For 
this reafon it is ordered, 

[1.] That the priefts fhould never put themfelves under this 
incapacity of coming into the fan@uary, unlefs it were for one 
of their neareftirelations, ver. 1,--3. He was permitted to do it~ 
for a parent, or a child; for a brother, or an unmarried fitter ; 
and therefore, no doubt, (though nog mentioned,) for the wife - 
of his bofom; for Ezekiel, a prieft, had mourned for his wife 
if he had not been particudurly prohibited, Ezek. xxiv. 97. 
By this allowance God put an honour-upon natural affection ; 
and favoured it fo far, as to difpenfe with the attendance of 
his fervants for /even days, while they indulged themfelves in - 
their forrow for the death of their dear relations; but weeping 
mut not hinder fowing, nor their affection to their relations 
take them off from the /ervice of the fanétuary. Nor was it~ 
allowed for the death of any other; no, not of a chief man a- 
mong the people, as fome read it, ver. 4. They muft not defile 
themfelves, no, not for the high prieft himfelf, unlefs thus a-kin- 
tothem. Though there is a friend thatis nearer than a brother, . 
yet the priefts muft not pay this refpe& to the beft friend they 
had but a relation; left, if it were allowed for one, others 
would expect it; and fo they fhould be frequently taken off 


_ from their work: And it is hereby intimated, that there is a 


particular affef&ion to be referved for thofe that are thus near 


_ askin to us; and when any-fuch are” removed by death, we: 
_ ought to be affected with it, and lay it to heart, as the near 
: approach of death to ourfelves, and-an alarm: to us to prepare 


to follow. 
[2.] That they muft not be extravagant in the expreflions 


_ of their mourning, no, not: for ‘their. deareft relations, ver. ie 


Their mourning muft not be either, (1.) Superftitious, ac- 
cording to the manner of the heathen; who cut off their hair, 


Sand ‘/et ‘out their blood, im -honour - of ‘the imaginary deities, 


which prefided (they thought) in the congregation of the dead, 


-that-they might engage them to be propitious to their departed 


friends. Even the fuperftitious rites ufed of ‘old at funerals, 
are an indication-of the ancient belief of the immortality of the ~ 


‘foul,*and its exiftence in a feparate ftate; And though the rites 


themfelves. were forbidden by the divine law, becaufe they were - 


performed to falfe gods; yet. the decent refpeét which nature 
teaches, and the .law allows, to be paid to the remains of our 


deceafed. friends, fhews, that. we are not'to look upon them as 
Note, - 


-God’s’ minifters muft be examples to others of patience under - 


‘affligtion, particularly that which. toucheth ‘in a very tender 
| part, the death of theirinear relations.. They are fuppofed to 
! know more than others of the reafons why we mutt not forrow 
ap x 
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as thofe that have no hope, 1 Thef. iv. 13.5 and therefore they 
eught to be eminently calm and compofed, that they may. be 
able. to comfort others with the fame comforts wherewith they 
themfelves are comforted of God. The people were forbid- 
den thus to mourn for the dead, chap. xix. 27, 28.; and what 
was unlawful to them, was much more unlawful to the prieft. 
The reafon given for their peculiar care not to defile them- 
-felves, we have, ver.6. Becaufe they offered the bread of their 
God, even the offerings of the Lord made by fire, which were 


the provifions of God’s houfe and table. They are highly ho- ’ 


noured; and therefore mult not {tain their honour, by making 
themfelves flaves to their paflions: They are continually em- 
ployed in facred fervice ; and therefore muft not be either di- 
verted from, or disfitted for, the fervices they were called to. 
If they pollute themfelves, they profane the name of their God 
on whom they attend: If the fervants be rude and of ill be- 
haviour, it is a reflection upon the matter, as if he kept a loofe 
diforderly houfe. Note, All that either offer or eat the 
bread of our God, muft be holy in all manner of conver- 
fation, or: elfe they profane that name, which they pretend to 
Sanitify. g 

Secondly,*They muft take care not to difparage themfelves in ~ 
‘their marriage, ver. 7. A prieft muft not marry a woman of 
ill fame, that either had been guilty, or was fufpected.to have 
been guilty, of uncleannefs. He muft not only not marry a 
ahore, though ever fo great a penitent from her former whore- 
doms; but he muft not marry one that was profane, i. e. of a 
_ light carriage or indecent behaviour, Nay, he muft not marry 
one that was divorced, becaufe there was reafon to think it was 
for fome fault fhe was divorced. The priefts were forbidden 
to undervalue themfelves by fuch marriages ‘as thefe, which 
were allowed to others, (1.) Left it fhould bring a prefent re- 
proach upon their miniftry, harden the profane in their pro- 
fanenefs, and grieve the hearts of ferious people; The New 
Teftament gives laws to minifters wives, 1 Tim. ili. 11. that 
they be grave and fober, that the minifiry be not blamed. (2.) 
Left it fhould entail a reproach upon their families; for the 
work and honour of the priefthood was to defcend as an inhe- 
ritance to their children after them. Thofe do not confult the 
good of their polterity as they ought, who do not take care to 
marry thofe that are of good report and charaéter. He that 
would feck a godly feed, (as the expreflion is, Mal. ii. 15.) 
mutt firft feek a godly wife, and take heed of a corruption of 
blood. ; 

It is added here, ver.8. Thow /halt fanctify him, and he fball 
be holy unto thee. Not only thou, O Mofes, by taking care that 
thefe be obferved ; but thou, O L/rael, by all endeavours pof- 
fible to keep up the reputation of the priefthood, which the 
prie(ts themfelves mutt do nothing to expofe or forfeit. He is 
holy to his God, ver. 7.3 therefore he /hall be holy unto thee. 
Note,. We muft honour thofe whom our God puts honour up- 
.on. Gofpel-minifters by this rule are to be effeemed very high- 
ly in love “for their works fake, 1 Theff. v. 13.3 and every 
Chriftian muft look upon himfelf as concerned to be the guar- 
dian of their honour. ' 

Thirdly, Their children muft be afraid of doing any thing 
to difparage them, ver..9. If the daughter of any prieft play the 
ayhore, her crime is great; fhe not only polluteth, but profaneth 
himfelf: Other women have not that honour to lofe that fhe 
hath ; who, as one of a prieft’s family, hath eaten of the holy 
things, and is fuppofed to have been better educated than o- 
thers. Nay, jhe profaneth her father: He is reflected upon, 
and every body will be ready to afk, Why did not. he teach 
her better? And the finners in Sion will infult and fay, Here 
is your prieft’s daughter. Her punifhment therefore mutt be 
peculiar: She fhall be burnt with fire, for terror to allpriefts 
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he fhall take a wife in her virginity. 
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daughters. Note, The children of minifters ought, of all o- 
thers, to take heed of doing any thing that is {candalous, be- 


cordingly by him whofe name is Feulous. 


was poured, and that is confecrated to put on 
the garments, fhall not uncover his head, nor 
rend his clothes: 11 Neither fhall he go in to 


or for his mother: 12 Neither fhall he go out 
of the fanctuary, nor profane the fan€tuary of 
his God; for the crown of the anointing oil of 
his God zs upon him: I am the Lora. 13 And 
14 A wi- 
dow, or a divorced woman, or profane, or an 
harlot, thefe fhall he not take: but he fhall take 
a virgin of his own people to wife. 15 Neither 


I the Lorn do fanatify him. 


More was expected from a prieft than from other people ; 
but more from the high prieft than from other priefts, becaufe 
upon his head the anointing oil was poured, and he was con/e- 
crated to put on the garments, ver. 10.3; both which were typical of 
the anointing and adorning of the Lord Jefus, with all the 
gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, which he received without 
meafure. It is called the crown of the anointing oil of his God, 
ver. 32.3 for the anointing of the Spirit is, to all that have it, 
a crown of glory, and a diadem of beauty. The high prieft be- 
ing thus dignified, . i 

Firft, He muft not defile himfelf at all for the dead, no not’ 
for his neareft relations, his father or his mother, much lefs his 
child or brother, ver 11. (1.) He mutt not ufe the common 


he fhew himfelfin all the croffes and coniforts of this life: Eve 
his natural affection muft be fwallowed up in compaffion to the 


Deut. xxxiii. 8,9. (2.) He muft not go in to any dead body, 
ver. 41. Ifany of the inferior priefts were under a ceremonial 
pollution, there were other priefts that might fupply their pla- 
ces; but tf the high prieft we defiled, there would be a great-| 
er mifs of him. And the forbidding of him to go to any houfe: 
of mourning, or attend any funeral, would be an indication to 
the people of the greatnefs of that dignity to which he was ad- 
vanced. Our Lord Jefus, the great High Prieft of our pro- 


came to alter the property of death, and to take off the terror 
of it, by breaking the power of it. Now it cannot deftroy, it. 


12.: 7. e, Whenever he was attending or officiating in the fanc- 
tuary, where ufually hestarried in his own) apartment all day, 


ry to leave it fo long as his prefence was requifite there, upon 


any fuch occafion; for thereby he preferred fome other bulinels | 
. a fees ‘before > 


caufe. in them it is doubly fcandalous, and will be punifhed ac- 
ro And he that is the high priel among his 


-brethren, upon whofe head the anointing oil 


any dead. body, nor defile himfelf for his father, ~ 


fhall he profane his feed among his people: for 


expreflions of forrow on thofe occafions, fuch as uncovering his 
head,and rending his clothes, ver.10.;foperfectly unconcernedmuft 


ignorant, and a feeling of their infirmities, and a tender con- 3 
cern for the houfehold of God, which he was made the ruler _ 
of. ‘Thus being the holy one that was entrufted with the ~ 
Thummim and the Urim, he nsaft not know father or mother, — 


feffion, touched the dead body of Jairus’ daughter, the bier of 


the widow’s fon, and the grave of Lazarus ; to fhew, that he ‘| 


doth not defile, (3.) He mutt not go out of the fanduary, ver. 


he muf@hot go out upon any occafion whatfoever ; nor cutithort 
his attendance on the living God, no not to pay his laft re- 
{pedis to a dying relation. It was a profanation of the fanéua- 
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tefore the fervice of God and the bufinefs of his profeflion, to 
which he ought to make every thing elfe truckle. Thus our 
Lord Jefus would not leave off preaching, to go /peak with his 

mother and brethren, Mat. xii. 48. 

_ Secondly, He might not marry a widow, (as other priefts 
might;) much lefs one divorced, or a harlot, ver. 13,14. The 
reafon of this was to put a difference between him and other 
priefts in this matter ; and (as fome fuggeft) that he might be 
a type of Chrift, to whom the church was to be prefented a 
chajte virgin, 2 Cor. xi. 12. See Ezek. xliv. 22. Chrift 
muft have our fir/f Jove, ouv pure love, our entire love: Thus 
the virgins love thee, Cant. i. 3.3 and fuch only are fit to fol- 
low the Lamb, Rev. xiv. 4. 

Thirdly, He might not profane his feed among his people, 
ver. 13. Some underftand it as forbidding him to marry any 
of an inferior rank, which would be a difparagement to his fa- 
mily. Jehoiada indeed married out of his own tribe, but then 
it was the royal family, 2 Chron. xxii. 11. This was not to 
teach him to be proud, but to teach him to be pure, and to do 
nothing unbecoming his office, and that worthy name by which 
he was called. Or it may be a caution to him in difpofing of 
his children: He muft not profane his feed, by marrying them 
unfuitably. Minifters children are profaned if they be unequally 


yoked with unbelievers. 


164 And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
17 Speak unto Aaron, faying, Whofoever be be 
of thy feed in their generations, that hath any 
blemifh, let him not approach to offer the bread 
of his God: 18 For whatfoever man be be that 
hath a blemith, he fhall not approach: a blind 
man, or a lame, or he that hath a flat nofe, or 
any thing fuperfluous, 19 Or a man that is 
broken-footed, or broken-handed, 20 Or crook- 
backt, or a dwarf, or that hath a blemifh in his 
eye, or be fcurvy, or fcabbed, or hath his {tones 
broken: 21 No man that hath a blemifh, of 


_ the feed of Aaron the prieft, fhall come nigh to 


offer the offerings of the Lorp made by fire; he 
hath a blemifh, he fhall not come nigh to offer 


the bread of his God. 22 He fhall eat the bread 


“ 


of his God, both of the moft holy and of the ho- 
ly. 23 Only he fhall not go in unto the vail, 
nor come nigh unto the altar, becaufe he hath 
a blemifh; that he profane not my fanctuaries: 
for I the Lorp do fanctify them. 24 And Mo- 
fes told it unto Aaron, and to his fons, and unto 


all the children of Ifrael. 


The priefthood being confined to one particular family, and 
entailed upon all the iffue-male of that family throughout their 


_ ‘generations, it was very likely that fome or other in after-ages 
_ that were born to the priefthood would have natural blemifhes. 


and deformities: The honour of the priefthood would not. fe- 


cure them from any of thefe calamities which are common to 


men. Divers blemifhes are here inftanced in: Some that were 


lity ceafed. 


ordinarily for life, as blindnefs ; others that might be for a 
time, as a {curf or fcab, and when they were gone, the difabi- 
Now the law concerning priefts that had blemifhes, was,” 
Firft, That they might Ave upon the altars ver. 22. He ball 
Vo1, I. 4 
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eat of the facrifices with other priefts; even the mo/ holy things, 
fuch as the fhew-bread, and the fin-offerings ; as well as the 
holy things, fuch as the tithes and firft-fruits, and the prieft’s 
fhare of the pcace-offerings. The blemifhes were fuch as they 
could not help; and therefore though they might not wort, 
yet they muft not /arve. Note, None muft be abufed for their 
natural infirmmies. Even the deformed child in the family 
mutt have its child’s part. ’ 

‘Secondly, Yet they muft not /erve at the altar, at either of 
the altars ;- nor be admitted to attend or aflift the other priefts 
in offering facrifices, or burning incenfe, ver.17,21,23. Great 
men choofe to have fuch fervants about them as are /ighi/y, and 
therefore it was fit the great God fhould have fuch in his houfe, 
then when he was pleafed to manifeft his glory in external in- 
dications of it. But it was efpecially requifite that comely men 
fhould be chofen to minifter about holy things, for the fake of 
the people; who were apt to judge according to outward ap- 
pearance; and to think meanly of the fervice, how honourable 
foever it was made by the divine inftitution, if thofe that per- 
formed it looked de/picably, or went ‘about it awkwardly. This 
provifion God made for the preferving of the reputation of his 
altar, that it might not at any time fall under contempt. It was 
for the credit of the fan@uary that none fhould appear there 
that were any way disfigured, either by nature or accident. 

Now under the gofpel, 1. Thofe that labour under any fuch 
blemifhes as thefe, have reafon to thank God that they are not 
thereby excluded from offering /piritual facrifices to God ; nor, 
if otherwife qualified for it, from the office of the miniftry. 
There is many a healthful beautiful foul lodged in a crazy de- 
formed.body. 2. We ought to infer from hence, how incapa- 
ble thofe are to ferve God acceptably, whofe minds are ble- 
mifhed and deformed by any reigning vice. Thofe are unwor- 
thy to be called Chriftians, and unfit to be employed as mini- 
{ters, that are fpiritually blind, and lame, and crooked; whofe 
fins render them fcandalous and-deformed, fo as that the of. 
ferings of the Lord are abhorred for their fakes. The defor- 
mities of _Hophni and Phinehas were worfe than any of the 
blemifhes here mentioned. Let fuch therefore who are open! 
vicious, be, as polluted, put from the priefthood: And let all that 


_are made to our God fpiritual priefts, be before him holy, and 


without blemi/b ; and comfort themfelves with this, that though 
in this imperfect {tate they have fpots, that are the fpots of 
God’s children, yet they fhall fhortly appear before the throne 
of God without /pot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing. 


C (H-A_P... XX. 

In this chapter we have divers laws concerning the priefs and 
Jacrifices, all for the preferving of the honour of the fanduary. 
I. That the priefts fhould not eat of the holy things in their 
uncleanne/s, ver. 1,9. II. That no flranger that did not 
belong to fome family of the priefts fhould eat of the holy things, 
ver. 10,—13.5 and if he did it unwittingly, he muff make re- 
Siitution, ver. 14,—16. III. That the facrifices that were 
offered muft be without blemifh, ver. 17,—25. IV. That 
they muff be more than eight days old, ver. 26,—28. And: 
that the facrifwes of thankfgiving muft be eaten the fame day 

they were offered, ver. 29,—33- 
ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
f 2 Speak unto Aaron, and to his fons, that 
they feparate themfelves from the holy things 
of the children of Ifrael, and that they profane 
hot my: holy name, 7” thofe things which they 
hallow unto me: I am the Lorn. 3 Say unto 
them, Whofoever he be of all your feed among 
3H your 
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your generations, that goeth unto the holy 
things, which the children of Ifrael hallow unto 
the Lorn, having his uncleannefs upon him, 
that foul fhall be cut off from my prefence: I 
am the Lorv. 4 What man foever of the feed 
of Aaron zs a leper, or hath a running iffue ; he 
‘fhall not eat of the holy things, until he be 
clean. And whofo toucheth any thing that is 
unclean dy the dead, or a man whofe feed goeth 
from him: 5 Or whofoever toucheth any creep- 
ing thing, whereby he may be made unclean, 
or aman of whom he may take uncleannefs, 
-whatfoever uncleannefs he hath: 6 The foul 
which hath touched any fuch, fhall be unclean 
until‘even, and fhall not eat of the holy things, 
- unlefs he wath his flefh with water. 7 And 
-when the fun is down, he fhall be clean, and 
fhall afterward eat of the holy things, becaufe 
it is his food. 8 That which dieth of itfelf, or 
is torn with beafts, he fhall not eat, to defile 
himfelf therewith: I am the Lorp. 9g They 
fhall therefore keep mine ordinance, left they 
bear fin for it, and die therefore, if they profane 
it: I the Lorp do fandctify them. 


~ Thofe that had a natural blemifh, though they were forbid- 
den to do. the prieft’s work, yet they were allowed to eat of 
the holy things ; andthe Jewifh writers fay, That to keep them 
from idlenefs they were employed in the wood-room, to pick 
out that which was worm-eaten, that it might not be ufed in 
the fire upon the altar; they might alfo be employed in the 
judgement of Jeprofy: But thofe that were under any ceremo- 
nial uncleannefs, which poflibly they contracted by their own 
fault, might not fo much as ea¢ of the holy things while they 
continued in their pollution. [1.] Some pollutions were per- 
manent ; asa /eprofy, or a running iffuc, ver. 4. Thefe fepa- 
rated the people from the fanctuary ; and God would fhew that 
they were fo far from being more excufable, that really they 
‘were more abominable in a prieft. 
tranfient ; as the touching of a dead body, or any thing elfe 


that was unclean ; from which, after a certain time, aman was | 


cleanfed by bathing his fle/h in water, ver. 6. But whoever 
was thus defiled might not eat of the holy things, under pain of 
God’s higheft difpleafure, who hath faid it and ratified it, That 
foul hall be cut off from my prefence, ver. 3. Our being in the 
prefence of God, and attending upon him, will be fo far from 
fecuring us, that it will but the more expofe us to God’s wrath, 
if we dare to draw nigh to him in our uncleannefs. ‘Ihe de- 
Jferudion thall come from the prefence of the Lord, 2 Theff.i.g. as 
the fire by which Nadab and Abibu died came from before the 
Lord. ‘Thus they who profane the holy word of God, will 
be cut off by that word they make fo light of ; it fhall condemn 
them. They are again warned of thew danger if they eat of 
the holy things in their uncleannefs, ver. 9. Left they bear fin, 
ond die therefore. Note, t.Thofe contract great guilt that profane 
facred things, by touching them with unhallowed hands. Eat- 


ing the holy things fignified an intereft in the atonement: But | 


if they eat of them in their uncleannefs, they were fo far from 
leffening their guilt, that they increafed it ; they fhall ear Jin. 
2¢ Sin is a burden, that, if infinite mercy preyent not, will cer- 


i Pew ae 1: Gr Wes: 


2 


[2.] Others were more | 


they fhall eat of his meat. 
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tainly fink thofe that bear its they fhall die therefore. Even 
priefts may be ruined by their pollutions and prefumptions. 

Now, (1.) This obliged the priefts carefully to preferve. 
their purity, and to dread every thing that would defile them. 
The holy things were their livelihood; if they might not eat 
of them, how muft they fubfift? The more we have #0 lofe 
of comfort and honour by our defilement,” the more careful we 
fhould be to preferve our purity. (2.) This poffeffed the peo- 
ple with a reverence for the holy things, when they faw the 
priefts themfelves /eparated from them (as the expreflion is, ver. 
2.) fo long as they were in their uncleannefs. He is doubtlefs 
a God of infinite purity, who kept his immediate attendants 
under fo ftrit a difcipline. (3.) This teaches us carefully to 
watch againft all moral pollutions, becaufe by them we are di/- 
fitted to receive the comfort of God’s fanctuary. Though we 
labour not under habitual deformities, yet aétual defilements 
deprive us of the pleafure of communion with God ; and there- 
fore he that is wafhed needeth to wafh his feet, John xiii. 10. 5 
to wafb his hands, and {fo to compafs the altar, Pfal. xxvi. 6. 
Herein we have need to be jealous over ourfelves, Jeft (as it 
is obfervably exprefled here) we profane God’s holy name in 
thofe things which we hallow unto him, ver. 2. If we affront 
God in thofe very performances wherein we pretend to honour 
him, and provoke him inftead of pleafing him, we fhall make 
up but an ill account fhortly ; yet thus we do, if we profane 
God’s name, by doing that in our uncleannefs which pretends 
to be hallowed to him. 


10 There fhall no ftranger eat of the holy 
thing: a fojourner of the prieft, or an hired fer- 
vant, fhall not eat ofthe holy thing. 11 But 
if the prieft buy any foul with his money, he 
fhall eat of it, and he that is born in his houfe: 
12 If the prieft’s 
daughter alfo be married unto a ftranger, fhe 


may not eat of an offering of the holy things. — 


13 But if the prieft’s daughter be a widow, or 
divorced, and have no child, and is returned 


unto her father’s houfe, as in her youth, fhe © 


fhall eat of her father’s meat; but there fhall 
ftranger eat thereof. 14 4 And if a man ea' 
of the holy thing unwittingly, then he fhall put 
the fifth part thereof unto it, and fhall give iz 
unto the prieft, with the holy thing. 15 And 
they fhall not profane the holy things of the 
children of Ifrael which they offer unto the 
Lorp: 16 Or fuffer them to bear the iniquity 
of trefpafs, when they eat their holy things: for 
I the Lorn do fandétify them. 


The holy things were to be eaten by the priefts and their fa- 
milies. Now, 

Firfl, Here is a law, that no flranger fhould eat of them ; 
that is, no perfon whatfoeyer but the priefts only, and thofe 


that pertained to them, ver. 10. The priefts are charged with ~ 


this care, not to profane the holy things, by permitting ftrangers 
to eat of them, ver. 15.3 or fuffer them to bear the iniquity of 
trefpa/s, ver. 16.5 4. e. fuffer them to bring guilt upon them- 
felves, by meddling with that which they have no right to. 


_ Thus it is commonly underftood. Note, We mutt not only 


be careful that we do not bear iniquity ourfelves, but we mut 
do what we can to preyent others bearing it. We muft not 


only — . 
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-only not fuffer fin to lie upon our brother ; but if we can help 
it, we muft not fuffer it to come upon him. But perhaps there 


Sin-offerings is faid to fignify their bearing the iniquity of the con- 
gregation, to make atonement for them, chap. x. 17.: Let not 
a flranger therefore eat of that holy thing particularly, and fo 
pretend to dear the iniquity of tre/pa/s + for it is daring prefump- 
tion for any to do that, but fuch as are appointed to do it. 
Thofe that fet up other mediators befides Chrift our Prieft, to 
bear the iniquity of trefpafs, facrilegioufly rob Chrift of his ho- 
nour, and invade: his rights. When we warn people not to 
truft to their own righteoufnefs, nor dare to appear before God 
in it, but to rely on Chrift’s righteoufnefs only for peace and 
pardon, itis becaufe we dare not /uffer them to bear the iniquity 
of trefpafs, for we know it is too heavy for them. 

Secondly, Here is an explication of the law, fhewing who 
were to be looked upon as belonging to the prieft’s family, and 
who not. (1.) Sojourners and hired fervants abode not in the 
houfe for ever; were in the family, but not of it; and there- 
fore they might not eat of the holy things, ver. 10. : But the 
fervant that was born in the houfe, or bought with money, being 
an heir-loom to the family, though a fervant, yet might eat of 

. the holy things, ver. 11. Note, Thofe only are entitled to 
the comforts of God’s houfe that make it their ref? for ever, 
and refolve to dwell in it all the days of their life. As for thofe 
that for a time only believe, to ferve a prefent turn, they are 

looked upon but as /ojourmers and mercenaries, and have no 
part nor lot in the matter. (2.) As to the children of the fa- 
mily : Concerning the fons there could be no difpute, they 
were themfelves priefts; but concerning the daughters, there 
was a diftinétion. While they continued in their father’s houfe, 
they might eat of the holy things: But if they married {uch as 
were not priefts, they loft their right, ver. 12.; for now they 
were cut off from the family of the priefts. Yet if a prieft’s 
daughter became a widow, and had no children in whom fhe 
might preferve a diftin& family, and returned to her father’s 
houfe again, being neither qwife nor mother, fhe fhall again be 

- looked upon as a daughter, and fhall cat of the holy things. If 
__ thofe whom providence hath made forrowful widows, and who 

re dilodged from the ref they had in the hou/fe of a hu/band, 
again in a father’s houfe, they have reafon to be 
the widow’s God, who doth not leave them com- 


___ is another meaning of thofe words. The prie(ts eating of the _ 
; 

j 

r 


find i 
ankful to 
Beptortlelss Oia, 

Thirdly, Here is a demand of reftitution to be made by him 
that had no right to the Aoly things, and yet fhould eat of them 
unwittingly, ver.14. If he did it prefumptuoufly, and in con- 
tempt of the divine inftitution, he was liable to be cut off by 
the hand of God, and to be beaten by the magiftrate: But if 
he did it through weaknefs and inconfideration, he was to re- 
{tore the value, adding a fifth part to it; befides which, he was 
to bring an offering to atone for the trefpafs; fee chap. v. 
1s 5 -00- 

Noi 1. This law might be difpenfed with in a cafe of ne- 
ceflity ; as it was, when David and his men eat of the /hew- 
bread, 1 Sam. xxi. 6. And our Saviour juttifies them, and 
gives a reafon for it ;! which furnifheth us with a lafting rule in 
all fuch cafes, that God will have mercy and not facrifice, Mat. 
Kil. 3, 4, 7-.. Rituals mult give way to morals. 

2. It is an inftruation to gofpel-minifters, who are flewards 
of the myfieries of God, not to admit all without diftinétion to 
eat of the holy things, but to take out the precious from the vile. 
) ‘Thofe that are fcandaloufly ignorant or profane are /Prangers 

and.aliens to the family of the Lord’s priefts; and it is not 
meet to take the childrens bread and to caf it to fuch. Holy 
things are for holy perfons, that at leaft are in profeflion fo, 
Mat. vii. 6. ag 


bey wae oe DSS. 
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17° And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, fay- 
ing, 18-Speak unto Aaron, and to his fons, and 
unto all the children of Ifrael, and fay unto 
them, Whatfoever he be of the houfe of Ifrael, 
or of the ftrangers in Ifrael, that will offer his 
oblation for all his vows, and for all his free- 
will-offerings, which they will offer unto the 
Lorp for a burnt-offering: 19 Ye /hall offer at 
your own willa male without blemifh of the 
beeves, of the fheep, or of the,goats... 20 But 
whatfoever hath a blemifh, that {hall ye not of- 
fer: for it fhall not be acceptable for you. 21 
And whofoever offereth a facrifice of peace-of- 
ferings unto the Lorn, to accomplifh his vow, 
or a free-will-offering in beeves, or theep, it fhall 
be perfect, to be accepted: there fhall be noe 
blemith therein. 22 Blind, or broken, or maim- 
ed, or having a wen, or f{curvy, or fcabbed, ye 
fhall not offer thefe unto the Lorn, nor make 
an offering by fire of them upon the altar unto 
the Lorp. 23 Either a bullock, or a lamb that 
hath any thing fuperfluous or lacking in his 
parts, that mayeft thou offer for a free-will-offer- 
ing; but for a vow it fhall not be accepted. 
24 Ye fhall not offer unto the Lorp that which 
is bruifed, or crufhed, or broken, or cut; nei- 
ther fhall you make any offering thereof in your 
land. 25 Neither from a ftrariger’s hands {hall 
ye offer the bread of your God of any of thefe 3: 
becaufe their corruption 7sin them, and ble- 
mifhes be in them: they fhall not be accepted 
for you. 26 { And the Lorn fpake unto Mo- | 
fes, faying, 27 When a bullock, or a fheep, or. 
a goat is brought forth, then it fhall be feven 
days under the dam; and from the eighth day 
and thenceforth, it fhall be accepted for an of- 
fering made by fire uhto the Lorp. 28 And 
whether it be cow, or ewe, ye fhall not kill it 
and her young both in one day. 29 And when 
ye will offer a facrifice of thankf{giving unto the 
Lorn, offer 7¢ at your own will. 30 On the 
fame day it fhall be eaten up: ye fhall leave 
none of it until the morrow: I am the Lorn. 
3t Therefore fhall ye keep my commandments, 
and do them: I am the Lorp. 32 Neither 


| fhall ye profane my holy name, but I will be 


hallowed among the children of Ifrael: I am 
the Lorp which hallow you, 33 That brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: 
I am the Lorp. 


Here are four laws concerning facrifices. 

Firfl, That whatever was cffered in facrifice to God, fhould 
be without blemifh; otherwife it fhould not be accepted. This 
had often been mentioned in the particular inftitutions of the 

abies feyeral 


\ 
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feveral forts of offerings. Now, here, [1.] They are told 
what was to be accounted a blemifh which rendered a beat unfit 
for facrifice. If it were blind or lame; had a wen or the mange; 
ver. 22.3 if it were bruifed, or broken, or cut, ver. 24.3 i. @. 
as the Jewifh writers underftand it, if it were any of thefe 
ways ca/trated; if bulls and rams were made into oxen and 
wedders ; they might not be offered. [2.] A difference is 
made between what was brought as a /ree-will-ofering, and 
what was brought as a vow, ver. 23. And though none that 
had any of the fore-mentioned blemifhes might be brought for 
either, yet if a beaft had any thing /uperfluous, or lacking, that 
is, as the Jews underftand it, if there was di/proportion or ine- 
quality between thofe parts that are pairs, when one eye or ear 
or leg is bigger than it fhould be, or lefs than it fhould be: If 
there were no other blemifh but this, ie might be accepted for 
a free-will-ofering, which a man had not before laid himfelf, 
nor had the divine law laid him, under any particular obliga- 
tion to; but for a vow it might not be accepted. ‘Thus God 
would teach us, to make conicience of performing our promifes 
to him very exaéd/y, and not afterwards to abate in quantity or 
value of what we had folemnly engaged to devote to him. 
What was before the vow im our own power, as in the cafe of 
2 free-will-offering, afterwards is not, Adts.v. 4. [3.] It is. 
again and again declared, That no facrifice fhould be accepted 
if it were thus L/emifhed, ver. 20, 21. According to this law, 
great care was taken to fearch all the beafts that were brought 
to be facrificed, that there might be fure to be no blemifh in 
them. 
poflible encouragement fhould be given to do honour to the 
God of Ifrael, yet a dlemifhed {acrifice might not be accepted, 
ver. 25. By this it appears, that ftrangers were expected to 
the houfe of God from a far country, 1 Kings vili. 41, 42.5 
and they fhould be welcome, and their offerings accepted, as 
thofe of Darius, Ezra vi. 9, 10. Ifa. lvi. 6, 7. The heathen 
priefts were many of them not fo {trict in this master, but would 
receive facrifices for their gods that were ever fo f{candalous ; 
but let the ftrangers know, that the God of Ifrael would not 
be fo ferved. 

Now, (1.) This law was then neceffary for the preferving 
of the honour of the fanctuary, and of the God that was there 
worfhipped. It was fit that every thing that was employed 
for his honour, fhould be the beft ot the kind: For as he is 
the greateft and brighteft, fo he is the beft of beings ; and he 
that is the beft muft have the beft. See how greatly and juft- 
ly difpleafing the breach of this law was to the holy God, 
Mal. i. 8, 13, 14. (2.) This law made all the legal facrifices 
the fitter to be types of Chrift, the great Sacrifice, from which 
all thofe derived their virtue. In allufion to this law, he is 
faid to be a Lamb without blemifh, and without fpot, 1 Pet. i, 
xg. As fuch a prieft, {fo fuch a facrifice became us, who was 
harmlefs and undefiled. When Pilate declared, J find no fault 
in this man, he did thereby in effect pronounce the facrifice 
avithout blemifh. The Jews fay, It was the work of the fagan 
or fuffragan high prieft, to view the facrifices, and fee whether 
they were without blemifh or no: When Chrift fuffered, Annas 
was in that office; but little did they think who brought Chrift 
to that fame Annas firlt, who /ent him bound to Caiaphas, as a 
facrifice fit to be offered, (John xviii. 13, 24.) that they were 
anfwering the type of this law. (3.) It ts an inftrudtion to us 
to offer to God the beft we have in our fpiritual facrifices. If 
our devotions be ignorant, and cold, and trifling, and full of 
diftractions, we offer the blind, and the lame, and the fick for 
facrifice: But curfed be the deceiver that doth fo ; for while he 
thinks to put a cheat upon God, he puts a damning cheat up- 
on his own foul. 


Secondly, That no beat fhould be offered in Sacrifice before 


qT fo ie 


Even from the hand of a firanger, though to fuch all . 


- Hitherto the Levitical law hath been chiefly converfant 
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it was eight days old, ver. 26,27. It was provided befores 
That the firflings of their cattle, which were to be dedicated. 
to God, fhould not be brought him till after the eighth day, 
Exod._xxii. 30.: Here, That no creature fhould be offered in 
facrifice, till it was eight days old complete. ‘Sooner than that 
it was not fit to be ufed at mens tables, and therefore not at 
God’s altar. The Jews fay, It was becaufe the fabbath fanéti- 
fies all things, and nothing fhould be offered to God till at 
leaft one fabbath had pafled over it. It was in conformity to 
the law of circumcifion, which children were to receive on 
the eighth day. Chrift was facrificed for us, not in his infancy, 
though then Herod fought to flay him, but in the prime of his 
time. 

Thirdly, That the dam and her young fhould not both be 
killed in one day, whether in facrifice, or for common ufe, ver. 
28. There is fuch a law as this concerning birds, Deut. xxii. 
6. This was forbidden, not as evil in itfelf, but becaufe it 
‘looked barbarous and cruel to the brute-creatures ; like the ty- 
ranny of the king of Babylon, that flew Zedekiah’s fons before 
his eyes, and then put out his eyes. It looked ill-natured_to- 
wards the fpecies to kill two generations at once, as if one de- 
figned the ruin of the kind. 

Fourthly, That the flefh of their thank-offerings fhould be 
eaten on the fame day that they were facrificed, ver. 29, 30. 
This is a repetition of what we had before, chap. vii. 1 5.— 
xix. 6, 7. The chapter concludes with fuch a general charge 
as we have often met with, to keep God’s commandments, and 
not to profane his holy name, ver. 31, 32. Thofe that profe/s 
God’s name, if they do not make confcience of keeping his 
commandments, do but profane his name. ‘The general rea- 
fons are added: God’s authority over them; “ J am the 
Lord: His intereft in them: “ I am your God -” The title 
he had to them by redemption ; “ J drought you out of the land — 
of Egypt on purpofe that 1 might be your God:” The defigns 
of his grace concerning them ; “ J am the Lord which hallow 
you ;’? And the refolutions of his juftice, if he had not honour. 
from them, to get him honour upon them; “I will be hallow- 
ed among the children of Ifrael.” God will be a lofer in his. 
glory by no man at laft ; but fooner or later will recover his: _ 
right, either in the repentance of finners, or in their ruin. 


‘CHA P.. XXiiL@ 


Sout holy perfons, holy things, and holy places: In this. 
chapter we have the inftitution of boly times; many of 
which had been mentioned occafionally before, but here 
they are all put together: Only the new moony are not 
mentioned; all the refi of the feafis of the Lord are. 1. 
The weekly feaf of the fabbath, ver. 3. Ul. The yearly 
feafis. (1.) The paffover, and the. feaft of unleavened 
bread, ver. 4,—8.; to which was annexed the offering of 
the fheaf of firft-fruits, ver. 9,—14. (2.) Pentecoft, ver. 
15,—22. (3-) The folemnities of the feventh month: The 
Seaft of trumpets on the firft day, ver. 23,—25 5 The day 
of atonement on the tenth day, ver. 26,—32.; and the 
. feaft of tabernacles on the fifteenth, ver. 33.—44. 


_ ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
A 2 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and 


' fay unto them, Concerning the feafts of the 


Lorn, which ye fhall proclaim to be holy con. 
vocations, even thefe are my feafts. 3 Six days 
fhall work be done, but the feventh day is the 
fabbath of reft, an holy convocation; ye fhalk 
do 
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dono work therein: it tsthe fabbath of the 
- Lorn in all your dwellings. 3 
Here is, Fir/, A general account of the holy times which 
‘God appointed ver. 2.; and it is only his appointment 
that)can make time holy: For he is the Lord of time; and 
as foon as ever he had fet its wheels a-going, 1t was he that 
fanttified and blefed one day above the reft, Gen. it..3. Man 
may by his appointment make a good day, Etth. 1x. 19.3. but 
it is God’s prerogative to make a Holy day 3 nor is any thing 
fanitified but by the ftamp of his inflitution. As all inherent 
holinefs comes from his /pecial grace, fo all adherent holinefs 
from his /pecial appointment. Now concerning the holy times 
here ordained, obferve, [1.] They are called /eafs. The day 


of atonement, which was one of them, was a faft; yet becaufe 


moft of them were appointed for joy and rejoicing, they are in 
the general called feafts. Some read it, Thefe are my affem- 
blies ; but that is co-incident with convocations. 1 would® ra- 
ther read it, Thee are my folemnities ; fo the word here ufed 
is tranflated, Ifa. xxxiii. 20. where Zion is called the city of 
our folemnities : And reading it fo here, the day of atonement 
was as great a folemnity as any of them. [2.] They are the 
“Seafts of the Lord; “ My feafts ?’? Obferved to the honour of 
his name, and in obedience to his command. [3.] They 
were proclaimed; for they were not to be obferved by the 
priefts only that attended the fanctuary, but by all the people. 
And this proclamation was the joyful found, which. they. were 
bleffed that were within hearing of, Pfal. Ixxxix. 15. [4.] 
They were to be fanétified and folemnized with holy convoca- 
tions, that the fervices of thefe feats might appear the more 
honourable and auguft, and the people more unanimous in the 
performance of them :’ It was for the honour of God, and his 


- inftitutions, which fought not corners, and the purity of which 


would be beft preferved by the public adminiftration of them; 
it was alfo for the edificatton of the people in /ove, that the 
feafts were to be obferved as holy convocations. 

Secondly, A repetition of the law of the fabbath in the firft 
Though the annual feafts were made more remarkable 
ice at the fanctuary, yet thefe mutt 
: of the. fabbath, yer. 3. They are 
that day they muft withdraw them- 
Ttvisva 


continued, and afterwards in the fynagogues. Chrift appointed 
the New-Teftament fabbath to be a holy convocation, by meet- 
ing his difciples once and again, (and perhaps oftener, ) on the 
firft day of the week. (2.) Whether you have opportunity of 
fanétifying it ina holy convecation or not, yet let it be the fab- 
bath of the Lord in all your dwellings... Pur a. difference be- 
tween that day and other days in your families. It is the-/ad- 
bath of the Lord; the day on which he reffed from the work 
of creation, and on which he hath appointed as. to reff; let it 
be obferved in all your dwellings, even now they dwelt in tents. 
Note, God’s fabbaths are:to be religioufly obferved in every 
private houfe, by every family apart, as well as by many fami- 
lies together, in holy convocations. “The fabbath of the Lord 
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in our dzvellings, will be their beauty, flrength, and fafety ; it 
will fanctify, edify, and glorify them. 

4 4 Thefe are the feafts of the Lorn, even 
holy convocations, which ye fhall proclaim in 
their feafons. 5 In the fourteenth day of the 
firft month at even, 7s the Lorp’s paflover. 6 
And on the fifteenth day of the fame month, is 
the feaft of unleavened bread unto the Lorp: 
feven days ye muft eat unleavened bread. 7 
In the firft day ye fhall have an holy convoca- 
tion: ye fhall do no fervile work therein. 8 
But ye fhall offer an offering made by fire unto 
the Lorn feven days: in the feventh day zs an 
holy convocation, ye fhall do no fervile work 
therein. gf And the Loxp fpake unto Mofes, 
faying, 10 Speak unto the-children of Ifrael, 
and fay unto. them, When ye be come into the 
land which I give unto you, and {hall reap the 
harveft thereof, then ye fhall bring a fheaf of 
the firft-fruits of your harveft unto the prieft: 
11 And he fhall wave the fheaf before the Lorn, 
to be accepted for you: on the morrow after 
the fabbath the prieft fhall wave it. 12 And 
ye fhall offer that day when ye wave the fheaf, 
anhe-lamb without blemifh, of the firft year, 
for a burnt-offeying unto the Lorp. 13 And 
the meat-offering thereof /ha/] be two tenth- 
deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an offering . 
made by fire unto the Lorn for a {weet favour: 
and the drink-offering thereof /Aal/ be ef wine, 
the fourth part of an hin. 14 And ye {Mall eat 
neither bread nor parched corn, nor green ears, 
until the:felf-fame day. that ye have brought an 
offering unto your God: it /hall be a ftatute for 
ever throughout your generations, in all your 
dwellings. . : 

Here again the feafts are called the fea/fs of the Lord, becaufe - 
he appointed them. Jeroboam’s feaft, which he dewi/ed of his - 
own:heart, 1 Kings xii. 33. was an affront to God, and a fham 
upon the people. ‘Ihefe feafts were to be proclaimed in their 

Seafons, ver. 4. And the feafons God chofe:for them was in 
March, May, and September, (according to our prefent com- 
putation;) not in winter, becaufe travelling would then be un- 
comfortable, when the days were fhort, and. the ways foul; 
not in the middle of fummer, becaufe then in thofe countries 
they were gathering in their harveft and vintage, and could be 
ill {pared from their country bufinefs, Thus gracionfly doth .. 
God confult our comfort in his appointments, obliging us there- 
by: religioufly to regard his glory in our obfervance of them, 
and not to complain of them as a burden. The /olemnities ap- 
pointed them were, (1.) Many, and returned frequently; which 
was intended to: preferve in them a deep fenfe of God and re- 
ligion, and to prevent their inclining to the fuperftitions of the 
heathen. God kept them fully employed in his fervice, that 
they might not have time to hearken to the temptations of the 
idolatrous neighbourhood they lived in. (2.) They were moft 
of them times of joy and rejoicing. The weekly fabbath is 


‘fo, and all their yearly folemnities, except the day of atone- 
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ment. ‘God would thus teach them, that wifdom’e ways are 
pleafaninefs; and oblige them to his fervice, by obliging them 
to be chearful in it, and to fing at their work. Seven days 
were days of ftri& reft and holy convocations: The firft day, 
and the feventh, of the feaft of unleavened bread; the day of 
pentecoff; the day of the feaft of trumpets; the firft day, and 

_ the eighth, of the feaft, of tabernacles ; and the day of atone- 
ment: Here were fix for holy joy, and one for holy mourn- 
ing. We are commanded to rejoice evermore, but not to be e- 
vermore weeping. 

Here is, Fir/l, A repetition of the law of the paffover, 
which was to be obferved on the fourteenth day of the firft 
nionth, in remembrance of their deliverance out of Egypt, and 
the diftinguifhing prefervation of their firft-born ; mercies never 
to be forgotten. This feaft was to begin with the killing of 
the pafchal lamb, ver. 5. It was to continue feven days ; du- 
ring all which time they were to eat fad bread, that was un- 
leavened, ver. 6.; and the firft and laft day of the feven were 
to be days of holy ref, and holy convocations, ver. 7, 8. They 
were not id/e days, {pent in fport and recreation, (as many that 
are called Chriftians {pend their holy-days ;) but offerings were 
made by fire unto the Lord at his altar; and we have reafon to 
think the people were taught to employ their time in prayer, 
and praife, and godly meditation. 

Secondly, An order for the offering of a fheaf of the firft- 
fruits, upon the fecond day of the feaft of unleavened bread : 
The firft is called the /abdath, becaufe it was obferved as a 
fabbath, ver. 11.3 and on the morrow after théy had this fo- 
lemnity. A /beaf or bandful of new corn was brought to the 
prie(t, who was to heave it vp, in token of his reprefenting it 
to the God of heaven; and to wave it to and fro before the 
Lord, as the Lord of the whole earth: And this fhould be 
accepted for them as a thankful acknowledgment of God’s mer- 
‘cy to them in clothing their fields with corn, and of their de- 

on God, and defire towards him, for the preferving 

fe; for it was the expreffion both of prayer and 
praife, v 1. A lamb for a burnt-offering was to be offered 
with it#ver. 12. As the facrifice of animals was generally 
atiended with meat-offerings, fo this facrifice of corn was at- 
tended with a burnt-offering, that bread and flefh might be fet 
together on God’s table. They are forbidden to eat of their 
new corn till this handful was offered to God; for it was fit, 
if God and Ifrael feaft together, that he fhould be ferved firft. 
And the offering of this /heaf of firft-fruits in the name of the 
whole congregation, did as it were fanctify to them their whole 
harveft, and give them a comfortable ufe of all the reft: For 
then we may eat our bread with joy, when we have in fome 
meafure performed our duty to God, and God has accepted our 
qworks; for thus all our enjoyments become clean to us. Now, 
(1.) This law was given now, though there was no accafion 
for putting it in execution till they came to Canaan: In the 
wildernefs they fowed no corn; but God’s feeding them there 
with bread from heaven, obliged them hereafter not to grudge 
him his fhare of their dread out of the earth. We find, when 
they came into Canaan the manna ceafed upon the very day 
that the theaf of firft-fruits was offered: They had eaten of 
the old corn the day before, Jofh. v. 11.; and then on this day 
ethey offered the firft-fruits, by which they became entitled to 
the mew corn too, ver. 12.; So that there was no more occa- 
fion for manna. (2.) This theaf of jir/-fruits was typical of 
our Lord Jefus, who is rifen from the dead as the frrffruits 
of them that flept, 1 Cor. xv. 20. That Branch of the Lord 
(Ifa. iv. 2.) was then prefented to him, in the virtue of the fa- 
crifice of himfelf the Lamb of God; and it was accepted for us. 
“Tt is very obfervable that our Lord Jefus rofe from the dead 
on the very day that the firlt-fruits were offered, to fhew that 
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Sirfisfruits of all our increafe, Prov. ii. 9. They were not to eat 


‘harveft: thou fhalt leave them unto the poor, 
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he was the fubftance-of this fhadow. (3.) We are taught by 
this law, to honour the Lord with our fubflance, and with the 


of their new corn, till God’s part was offered to him out of it, 
ver. 14.: For we mutt always begin with God; begin our lives 
with him, begin every day with him, begin every meal with 
him, begin every affair and bufinefs with him: Seek firft the 
kingdom of God. 


15 7 And ye fhall count unto you from the 
morrow after the fabbath, from the day that ye 
brought the fheaf of the wave-offering ; feven ~ 
fabbaths fhall be complete: 16 Even unto the 
morrow after the feventh fabbath, fhall ye 
number fifty days; and ye fhall offer a new 
meat-offering unto the Lorp. 17 Ye fhall 
bring out of your habitations two wave-loaves 
of two tenth-deals: they fhall be of fine flour, 
they fhall be baken with leaven, they are the 
firft-fruits unto the Lorp. 18 And ye fhall of- 
fer with the bread feven lambs without ble- 
mifh, of the firft year, and one young bullock 
and two rams: they fhall be for a burnt-offer- 
mg unto the Lorp, with their meat-offermg, ~ 
and their drink-offerings, even an offering made 
by fire of fweet favour unto the Lorp. 19 
Then ye fhall facrifice one kid of the goats, for 
a fin-offering, and two lamos of the firft year, 
for a facrifice of peace-offerings. ‘20 And the 
prieft fhall wave them with the bread of the ~ 
firft-fruits, for a wave-offering before the Lorn, 
with the two lambs: they fhall be holy to the 
Lorp for the prieft. 21 And ye fhall proclai 
on the felf-fame day, that it may n | 
convocation unto you: ye fha Vi 
work therein: {¢ hall be ak 
all your dwellings througho 
tions. 22 4 And when ye reap the harveft 
your land, thou fhalt not make clean riddance ~ 
of the corners of thy field when thou reapeft, 
neither fhalt thou gather any gleaning of thy _ 


and to the ftranger: I am the Lorp your God. 


Here is the inftitution of the fealt of pentecoff or weeks, as it 
is called, Deut. xvi. 9. becaufe it was obferved fifiy days or fe- 
ven weeks, after the paflover. It is called the feaf? of harveft. 
Exod. xxiii, 16.: For as the prefenting of the fheaf of firft, 
fruits was an introduétion to the harveft, and gave them liber- 
ty to put in the fickle; fo they folemnized the finifhing of their 
corn-harveft at this feaft. (1.) Then they offered a handful 
of ears of barley # now, they offered two loaves of wheaten bread, 
ver. 17. This was /eavened. At the paffover they eat un- 
leavened bread, becaufé it was in remembrance of the bread 
they eat when they came out of Egypt, which was unleavened ; 
but now, at penteco/t, it was leavened, becaufe it was an ac- 
knowledgement ot God’s goodnefs to them in their ordinar 
food which was /eavened. (2.) With that fheaf of firlt-fruits, 
they only offered one Jamb for a burnt-offering, but with thefe 


loaves 
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loaves of firft-fruits they offered feven lambs, two rams, and 
one bullock, all for a burnt-offering 3 fo giving glory to God as 
_ the Lord of their land, and the Lord of their harvelt, by whofe 
favour they lived, and to whofe praife they ought tolive. They 
offered likewife a kid for a fin-offering ; {o taking fhame to them- 
felves, as unworthy of the bread they eat; and imploring par- 
don for their fins, by which they had forfeited their harve(t 
mercies, and which they liad been guilty of in the receiving of 
them. And, Lafly, Two lambs for a facrifice of peace-offerings, 
to beg a blefling upon the corn they had gathered in, which 
would be neither fure nor fweet to them without that bleffing, 
Hag. i. 9. Thefe were the only peace-offerings that were of- 
fered on the behalf of the whole congregation; and they were 
reckoned mof? holy offerings, whereas other peace-offerings were 
but Aoly. All thefe offerings are here appointed, ver. 13,— 
20. (3.) That one day was to be kept with a holy convoca- 
tion ver. 28. It was one of the days on which all [rael was 
to meet God, and one another, at the place which the Lord 
fhould choofe. Some fuggeft, That whereas feven days were 
to make up the feaft of unleavened bread, there was only one 
day appointed for the feaft of penteco/?, becaufe this was a bufy 
time of the year with them, and God allowed them fpeedily 
to return to their work in the country. This annual feaft was in- 
{tituted, in remembrance of the giving of the law upon mount 
Sinai, the fifteenth day after they came out of Egypt. That 
“was the feaft which, they were told in Egypt, mutt be obfer- 
ved to God in the wildernefs, as a memorial of which ever af- 
ter they kept this feaft. But the period and perfection of this 
feaft, was the pouring out of the Spirit upon the apoftles on the 
day of this feaft, (Aéts ii. 1.) in which the law of faith was 
given, fifty days after Chrift our paffover was facrificed for uss. 
And on that day (as Bifhop Patrick well expreffeth it) the a- 
poftles having themfelves received the fir/t-fruits of the Spirit, 
begat three thoufand fouls through the word of truth: and pre- 
fented them, as the firft-fruits of the Chriftian Church, to God 
‘and the Lamb. 
To the inftitution of the feaft of pentecof is annexed a repe- 
which we had before, chap. xix. 9. by which 
leave the gleanings of their fields and the 
sends of the buts for the poor, ver. 22. 
ere as a thing which the priefts mutt 
1 the people of, when they brought their 
to them, That to obey, even in this fmall 
an facrifice ; and that’unlefs they were o- 
ings fhould not be accepted. It alfo taught 
them, that the joy of harveft fhould exprefs itfelf in charity to 
the poor, who mult have their due of what we have, as well as 
God his. They that are truly fenfible of. the mercy they 
receive from God will without grudging /hew mercy to the 
poor. 


23 § And the Lord fpake unto. Mofes, fay-. 
ing, 24 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, fay- 
ing, In the feventh month, in the firft day of, 
the month fhall ye have a fabbath, a memo- 
rial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convoca- 
tion. 25 Ye fhall'do no fervile work therein ; 

but ye fhall offer an offering made by fire un- 
to the Lorp. 26 4 And the Lorp fpake 
unto Mofes, faying, 27 Alfo. on the tenth duy 
of this feventh month there /ball be a-day of 
atonement, it fhall be an holy convocation un- 


to you, and ye-fhall affli@ your fouls, and offer 


' 
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an offering made by fire unto the Lorp. 28 
And ye fhall do no work in that fame day: for 
itis a day of atonement, to make an atone- 
ment for you before the Lorp your God. 29 
For whatfoever foul zt be that {hall not be at- 
flicted in that fame day, he fhall be cut off from — 
among his people. 30 And whatfoever foul 7¢ 
be that doeth any work in that fame day, the 
fame foul will I deftroy from among his peo- 
ple. 31 Ye fhall do no manner of work. It 
Joall be a ftatute for ever throughout your ge- 
nerations in all your dwellings. 32It /hall be 
unto you a fabbath of reft,,and ye fhall afflict. 
your fouls in the ninth day of the month at e- 
ven: from even unto even fhall ye celebrate 
your fabbath. | 


Here is, Fir, The inftitution of the feaft of trumpss, on. 
the firft day of the feventh month, ver. 24, 25. That which 
was now the feventh month, had been reckoned the firft 
month ;/and the year of jubile was full to begin with this 
month, chap. xxv. 28.; fo that this was their new-year’s day. 
It was to be, as their other yearly fabbaths, a day of holy reit, 
Ye fhall do no fervile work therein; and a day of holy work, 
Ye foall offer an offering to the Lord, concerning which parti- 
cular directions were afterwards given, Numb. xxix. 1. “Chat 
which is here made peculiar to this feftival is, that it was a 
memorial of blowing of trumpets. They blew the trumpet every 
new moon, Pfal. 1xxxi, 3.: But in the new moon of the ‘fe- 
venth month, it was to be done with more than ordinary fo- 
lemnity ; for they began to blow at fun-rife, and continued till 
fun-fet. Now, (1.) This is here faid to be a memorial, per- 
haps of the found of the trumpet upon Mount Sinai, when the 
law was. given, which muft never be forgotten. Some think, 
it was a memorial of the creation of the world, whith is fup- 
pofed to have been in autumn; for which reafon this was till 
now the firft month. ‘The mighty word by which God made 
the world, is called the voice of his thunder, Pfal. civ. 7.: Fit- 
ly therefore was it commemorated by blowing of trumpets; or 
a memorial of fhouting, as the Chaldee renders it; for when 

| the feundations of the earth were faftened, all the fons of God 
fhouted for jay, Job xxxvill. 6, 7. (2.) The Jewifh writers 
fuppofe it to have a {piritual fignification. Now, at the begin- 
ning of the year, they were called by this found of trampet, to 
fhake off their fpiritual drowfinefs; to fearch and try their 
ways, and to amend them: The day of atonement was the 
ninth after this ;,and thus they were awakened.to prepare for 
_ that day; by fincere and ferious repentance, that it might be 
indeed to them a day of atonement. And they fay, The de- 
vout Jews exercife themfelves more in good works between 
the feaft of trumpets and the day of expiation, than at any o- 

| ther time.of the year. (3.) It was typical of the preaching 
of the gofpel 5. by which joyful found fouls were called in to 
ferve God, and keep a fpiritual feaft to him.. The converfion 

of the nations to the faith of Chritt, is faid to be by the dlow- 
ing of a great trumpet, Ufa, xvii. 13. 

Secondly, A repetition of the law of the day of atonement, 

only fo much of it'as concerned’the people. (1.) They mutt 
“on this day reft from all manner of work 3 and not only from 
fervile works, as on other annual feftivals ; it muft be as {tri 
a reft as that of the weekly fabbath, ver. 28,°30, 31. * The . 
reafon is, For it is a day of atonement. Note, The saudi 
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of our fouls for fia, and the making of our peace with God, is 
a work that requires the whole man, and the clofeft application 
of mind imaginable, and all little enough. He that would do 
the work of a day of atonement in its day, as it fhould be done, 
had nced lay afide the thoughts of every thing elfe. On that 
day God fpake peace unto his people, and unto his faints ; and 
therefore they mutt lay afide all their worldly bufinefs, that they 
might the more clearly and the more reverently hear that voice 
of joy and gladnefs. Fafting days fhould be days of reft. (2.) 
They mutt ffi their fcul/s,and this upon pain of being cut off 
by the hand of God, ver. 27, 29, 32. They muft mortify the 
body, and deny the appetites of it, in token of sheir forrow for 
the fins they had committed, and the mortifying of their in- 
dwelling corruptions. Every foul mutt be afflicted, becaufe 
every foul was polluted and guilty, before God: While none 
have fulfilled the law of innocency, none are exempt from the 
law of repentance. Befides that, every man mutt figh and cry 
for the abominations of the land. (3.)'This day muft be ob- 
ferved from even to even, ver. 32. Ye fhall afflict your fouls (i.e. 
ye fhall begin your faft and the expreflions of your humiliation) 
in the ninth day of the month at even. . They were to leave off 
all their worldly labour, and compofe themfelves to the work 
of the day approaching, fome time before fun-fet on the ninth 
day, and not to take any food, (except children and fick peo- 
ple,) till after fun-fet on the tenth day. Note, The eves of fo- 
lemn days ought to be employed in folemn preparation. When 
work for God and our fouls is to be done, we fhould not ftrat- 
ten ourfelves in time for doing of it, for how can we fpend our 
time better? Of this fabéarh the rule here is to be underftood, 
From even unto even fhall ye celebrate your fabbath. 


33 G And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, fay- 
ing, 34 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, fay- 
ing, The fifteenth day of this feventh month 
foall be the feaft of tabernacles for feven days 
before the Lorp, - 38 On the firft day /Ball be 
an holy convocation: ye fhall do no fervile 
work therein. 36 Seven days ye fhall offer an 
.offering made by fire unto the Lorn: on the 
eighth day fhall be an holy convocation unto 
you, and ye {hall offer an offering made by fire 
unto the Lorn: it zs a folemn affembly, and ye 
fhall do no fervile work therein. 37 Thefe are 
the feafts of the Lorn, avhich ye fhall proclaim 
to be holy convocations, to offer an offering made 
by fire unto the Lorn, a burnt-offering, and a 
meat-offering, a facrifice, and drink-offerings, 
every thing upon his day: 38 Befide the fab- 
baths of the Lorn, and befide your gifts, and 
befide all your vows, and befide all your free- 
will-offerings, which ye give unto the Lorp. 
39 Alfo in the fifteenth day of the feventh 
month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of 
the land, ye fhall keep a feaft unto the Lorp 
feven days: on the firft day /hall be a fabbath, 
and on the eighth day /hall be afabbath. 40 
And ye fhall take you on the firft day the 
boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm-trees, 
and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of 
‘the brook; and ye fhall rejoice before the Lorp 
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your. God feven days. 41 And ye fhall keep 
it a feaft unto the Lorp feven days in the year, 
It foall be a ttatute for ever in your generations, 
ye hall celebrate it in the feventh month. 42 
Ye (hall dwell in booths feven days; all that 
are Ifraelites born, fhall dwell in booths: 43 
That your generations may know thatl made 
the children of Ifrael to dwell in booths, when | 
I brought them out of the land of Egypt: 1 
am the Lorp your God. 44 And Mofes de- 
clared unto the children of {frael the feafts of 

the Lorp. 


We have here the inftitution of the fea/t of tabernacles, which 
was one of the three great feafts, at which all the males were 
bound to attend, and celebrated with more expreflions of joy 
than any of them. 

[1.] It was to be obferved on the fifteenth day of the feventh 
month, ver. 34. but five days after the day of atonement. We = « 
may fuppofe, though they were not all bound to attend on the 
day of atonement, as on the three great feftivals, yet that many 
of the devout Jews came up fo’ many days before the feaft of , 
tabernacles, as to enjoy the opportunity of attending on the 
day of atonement. Now, (1.) The afflicting of their fouls on 
the day of atonement prepared them for the joy of the feaft of 
tabernacles. The more we are grieved and humbled for fin, 
the better qualified we are for the comforts of the Holy Ghoft. 
(2.) The soy of this feaft recompenfed them for the forrow of 
that faft; for they that /ow in tears fhall reap in joy. 

[2.] It was to continuecight days ; the firft and laft of which 
were to be obferved as fabbaths, days of holy reft, and holy 
convocations, ver. 35, 36, 29. The facrifices to be offered 
on thefe eight days, we havea very large appointment of, 
KMIK,) TD, 65s 

[3.] During the firft feven days of this feaft, all the people — 
were to leave their houfes, and the women n in 
them; and to dwe// in booths made of the be 
particularly pa/m-trees, ver. 40, 42. The 
king of the branches to be a difting cere 
of the booths. It is faid indeed, Neh 
their booths of the branches of trees ; which 
yet ufe that farther expreffion of joy, th 
branches in their hands, which appears to ha ce 
triumph upon other occafions, John xii. 13. and is alluded toy 
Rey. vii. g. The eight day fome make a diftin@ feaft of it. 
felf: But it is called (John vii. 37.) that great day of this feafts : 
it was the day on which they returned from their booths, to 
fettle again in their own houfes. PE 

[4.] They were to rejoice before the Lord God during all 
the time of this feaft,,ver. go. The tradition of the Jews is, 

That they were to exprefs their joy by dancing,"and fingin 
hymns of praifeto God, with mufical inftruments; and 
*the common people only, but the wife men of Ifrael, and 


fay 
they, The joy with which a man rejoiceth in doing a conical 
ment, is really a great Jervice. = 
Now, 1/, This feaft was to be kept in remembrance of their’ 
dwelling in tents in the wildernefs. Thus it is expounded here, 
ver. 43. That your generations may know, not only by the writ- 
ten hiltory, but by this ocular tradition, that J made the chil- 
‘dren of Hrael to dwell in booths. Thus it kept in perpetual re- 
membrance, (1.). ‘fhe meannefs of ‘their beginning, and the 
low and defolate ftate out of which God advanced that people. 
Note, Thofe that are comfortably fixed ought often to call to 
mind 
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‘mind their former unfettled ffate, when they were but little in 
they dwelt in tabernacles, God not only fet up a tabernacle for 
himfelf among them, but with the utmoft care and tendernefs 


imaginable hung a canopy over them, even the cloud that thel- 
‘tered them from the heat of the fun. 


brance. The-eighth day was the great day of this feaft, be- 
caufe then they were returned to their own houfes again; and 
remembered how, after they had long dwelt in tents in the 


wildernefs, at length they came to a happy fettlement in the _ 


_ — and of promife, where they dwelt in goodly houfés: And they 
awould the more fenfibly value and be thankful for the com- 
forts and conveniencies of their houfes, when they had been 
feyen days dwelling in booths. It 1s good for thofe that have 
eafe and plenty, fometimes to learn what it is to endure hard- 
nefs. 


q _2dly, Tt was a feaft of in-gathering ; fo it is called, Exod. 


xxiii, 16. When they had gathered in the fruit of their land, 
ver. 39. the vintage as well as the harveft, then they were to 


keep this feaft in thankfulnefs to God for all the increafe of ° 


the year; and fome think, that the eighth day of the feaft had 
- f{pecial reference to this ground of the inftitution. Note, The 
joy of harveft ought to be improved for the furtherance of our 
joy in God. The earth is the Lord’s and the fulnefs thereof ; 
and therefore whatever we have the comfort of, he mu{t have 
3 the glory of, efpecially when any mercy is perfected. 
3dly, It was a typical feaft. It is {uppofed by many, that 
_ our bleffed Saviour was born much about the time of this fealt; 
then he left his manfions of light above to tabernacle among us, 
Jobn i. 14. and he dwelt in booths. And the worfhip of God 
- under the New Teftament, is prophefied of under the notion of 
keeping the feaf of tabernacles, Zech. xiv. 16, For, (1.) 
gofpel of Chrift teacheth us to dwe/l in tabernacles ; to fit 
is world, as thofe that have here no continuing city ; 
and hope, and a holy contempt of prefent things, 
without the camp, Heb. xiii. 13, 14.  (2-) 
before the Lord our God. 'Thofe are 
indeed, that always rejoice in Chrift 
d the more we are taken off from this 
are to the interruption of our joys. 
fummary and conclufion of thefe infti- 


thefe fealts, (ver. 37, 38+) defides the 

_ fabbaths, and your free-will-offerings. This teacheth us, (1.) 
1 : f ‘i , 

That calls to extraordinary feryices will not excufe us from our 

‘conftant ftated performances. Within the days of the feaft of 


as ftritly obferved as any other. (2.) That God’s inftitu- 
tions leave room for free-cwill-offerings. Not that we may in- 
vent what he never in/tituted, but we may repeat what. he has 
infiituted, ordinarily the oftener the better. God is well-plea- 
fed with a willing people. 
2. Mofes declared them to the children of Ifrael, ver. 44. 
He let them know what God had appointed, and neither more 
nor lefs. _Thus St Paul delivered to the churches what he had 

f received from the Lord, We have reafon to be thankful, That 
the feafls of the Lord declared unto us are not fo numerous, 
nor the obfervance of them fo burthenfome and coftly as theirs 
then was; but more fpititual and fignificant, and furer fweeter 
earnefts of the everlafting fea{t, at the laft in-gathering, which 
sve hope to be celebrating to eternity. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


In this chapter we have, 1. A repetition of the laws concern — 


ing the lamps and the foew-bread, ver. 1,—9. Il. 4 vio 
OE Le 


Pe er we Us. 


their own eyes. (2.) The mercy of God to them, that when - 


God’s former mercies. 
+o us and our fathers ought to be kept in everlafting remem- - 


‘tabernacles there mutt fall at leaft one fabbath, which mut be ~ 
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lation of the law againft blajphemy, with the tmprifons 


ment, trial, condemnation, and execution of the blafphemer, 

ver. 10,—1I4. with ver. 23. IL]. The /aw againft bla/- 

phemy re-inforced, ver.15, 16.3; with fundry other laws, 

ver. £7,—22. 

ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

/-% 2 Command the children of Ifrael, that 
they bring unto thee pure oil-olive, beaten, for 
the light, to caufe the lamps to burn continu- 
ally. 3 Without. the vail of the teftimony, in 
the tabernacle,of the congregation, {hall Aaron 
order it from the evening unto the morning, 
before the Lorn continually: Jt /ball be a fta- 
tute for ever in your generations. 4 He thall 
order the lamps upon the pure candleftick. be- 
fore the Lorp continually. 5 And thou 
fhalt take fine flour, and bake twelve cakes 
thereof: two tenth-deals fhall be in one cake. 
6 And thou fhalt fet them in two rows, fix on a 
row, upon the pure table before the Lorn. « 7 
And thou fhalt put pure frankincenfe upon each 
row, that it may be on the bread for a memo- 
rial, even an offering made by fire unto the 
Lorp. 8 Every fabbath he fhall fet it in or-~ 
der before the Lorp continually, being taken 
from the children of Ifrael by an everlaiting 
covenant: g And it fhall be Aaron’s and his 
fons, and they fhail eat it in the holy place: for 
it 7s moft holy unto him, of the offerings of the 
Lorp made by fire, by a perpetual ftatute. 


Care is here taken, and orders given, for the decent furnifh- 
ing of the candleftick and table in God’s houfe. 

Firfi, The lamps mult always be kept burning. The law 
for this we had before, Exod. xxvii. 20, 21.: It is here re- 
peated, probably, becaufe now it began to be put in execution, 
when other things were fettled. (1.) The. people were to 
provide oil, ver. 2.; and this, as every thing elfe that was to 
be ufed in God’s fervice, muft be of the beft, pure oil-olive 
beaten, probably it was double ftrained. This was to cau/e the 
lamps to burn. All our Englifh copies read it Jamps: But, in 
the original, it is fingular, ver. 2. “« To caufe the Yamp to burn 3” 


-but plural, ver. 4. “ He thall order the lamps. ‘The /feven 


lamps made all one lamp: In allufion to which, the bleffed Spi- 
rit of grace is reprefented by /even lamps of fire before the 
throne, Rev. iv. 5.5 for there are diverfities of gifts, but one 
Jpirit, 1 Cor. xii. 4. Minifters are as burning- and fhining 
lights in Chrift’s church ; but it is the duty of: people to provide 
comfortably for them, as Ifrael for the lamps. Scandalous 
maintenance makes a fcandalous miniftry. (2.) The priefts 
were to tend the lamps ; they muft fnuff them, clean the candle- 
ftick, fupply them with oil morning and evening, ver. 3, 4. 
Thus it is the work of the minifters of the gofpel to Aold forth 
that word of life: Not to fet up new-lights ; but, by expound- 
ing and preaching the word, to make the light of it more clear 
and extenfive. This was the ordinary way of keeping the 
lamps burning : But when the church was poor and in diftrefs, 
we find its lamps fed conftantly with oi/ from the good olive 
immediately, without the miniftry of priefts or people, Zech 
iy. 2, 3-3; forthough God has tied us to means, he has not 
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tied hinfelf to them, but will take effectual care that his lamp 


never go out in the world for want of oil. 
Secondly, The table muft always be kept fpread. This was 
appointed before, Exod. xxv. 30. And here alfo, (1,) The 


table was furnifhed with bread; not dainties or varieties to gra-. ’ 
tify a luxurious palate, but twelve Joaves or cakes of bread, ver. 
5,6. Where there is plenty of bread, there is no famine ; | 
and where bread is not, there is no feaft. There was a loaf ' 


for every tribe: for in our father’s houfe there is bread enough. 


They were all provided for by the divine bounty, and were all 


welcome to the divine grace. . Even after thé revolt of the ten 
tribes, this number of loaves was continued, 2 Chron. xiii. 11. 
for the fake of thofe few of each tribe that retained their affec* 
tion to the temple, and continued their attendance on it. (2.) 
A handful of frankincenfe was put in a golden faucer, upon, or 
by, each row, ver. 7. When the bread was removed, and gi- 
ven to the priefts, this frankincenfe was burnt upon the golden 
altar, (I fuppofe) over and above the daily incenfe: And this 
was for a memoria/ inftead of the bread, an offering made by 
jorres asthe handful of the meat-offering which was burnt up- 
on the altar is ‘called the memorial thereof, Lev. ii. 2. Thus 
a little was accepted as an humble acknowledgement, and all 
the loaves were configned to the priefts.. All God’s fpiritual 
Iftael, typified by the twelve loaves, are made through Chrift 
a fweet favour to him, and their prayers are faid to come up 
before God for amemorial, A&ts x..4. The word is borrow- 
ed from the ceremonial law. (3.) Every fabbath it was re- 


newed. When the loaves had ftood there a week, the priefts — 


had them, to eat with other holy things that were to be 
‘eaten in the holy place, ver. g.; and new ones were 
provided at the ‘public charge, and put in the room of them, 
ver. 8. The Jews fay, The hands of thofe priefts that put on 


were mixed with theirs that took off, that the table might be | 
never empty, but the bread might be before the Lord continually. © 
God is never unprovided for the entertainment of thofe that 
Every one of thefe | 
cakes, contained two tenth-deals (i.e. two omers) of fine flour ; | 
jut fo much manna every Ifraelite gathered on the fixth day | 
Whence fome infer, That 
this fhew-bread, which was fet on the table on the fabbath, was | 
intended as a memorial of the manna wherewith they were fed | 
Chrift’s minifters fhould provide new bread — 
for his houfe every fabbath day, the produéts of their frefh fhu- | 
dies in the feripture, that their proficiency may appear to all, | 


vifit him, as men often are, Luke xi. 5. 
for the fabbath, Exod. xvi. 22. 
in the wildernefs. 


x Time iv. 5. 


10 § And the fon of an Ifraelitith woman, | 
whofe father was an Egyptian, went out among » 
the children of Ifrael ; and this fon of the Ifrae- | 
litith woman, and a man of Ifrael, {trove toge- | 
ther in the camp; 11 And the Ifraelitith’s wo- | 
man’s fon blafphemed the Name of the LORD, | 
and curfed: and they brought him unto Mo- 
fes (and his mother’s name was Shelomith, | 
the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan); 12 | 
And they put him in ward, that the mind of | 
43 And! 
the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 14 Bring | 
forth him that hath curfed, without the camp; | 
and let all that heard him, lay their hands up- 


the Lorp might be fhewed them. 


on his head, and let all the congregation ftone | 
him, 35 And thou fhalt {peak unto the child- | 
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Chap. XXIV. 3 


ren of Ifael, faying, Whofoever curfeth his 
God, fhall bear his fin. 16 And he that blaf 
phemeth the Name of the Lorn, he fhall fure- — 
ly be put to death, and all the congregation 
fhall certainly ftone him: as well the ftranger, 
as he that is born in the land, when he bla- 
phemeth the Name of the LORD, fhall be put | 
todeath. 17 @ And he that killeth any man, 
fhall furely be put to death. 18 And he that 
killeth a beaft, fhall make it good; beaft for 
beaft. 19 And if a man caufe a blemifh in his 
neighbour ; as he hath done, fo fhall it be done 

unto him: 20 Breach for breach, eye for eye, _ 
tooth for tooth : as he hath caufed a blemifh in - 
aman, fo fhall it be done to him again. 21 
And he that killeth a beaft, he fhall reftore it: 

and he that killeth a man, he fhall be put to 
death. 22 Ye fhall have one manner of law, © 

as well for the ftranger, as for one of your own 
country : for lam the Lorp your God. 23 ( - 
And Mofes {pake unto the children of Ifrael, __ 
that they fhould bring forth him that had cure 
fed, out of the camp, and ftone him with ftones: 
and the children of Ifrael did as the Lorp com- 
manded Mofes. ay = 4 


Evil manners, we fay, beget good laws. We have here an 
account of the evil manners of a certain namelefs mongrel-If 
raelite, and the good laws occafioned thereby. cae 

Firfl, The offender was the fon of an Egyptian father. 
an Ifraelitith mother, ver. 10. His mother waseo 
of Dan, ver. 11.; Neither he nor his fa a 
his mother only, who was .an Lfaelite 
‘of his parentage, either, (1.) To int 
quarrel he was engaged in: The Je 
up his tent among the Danites in the r 
was juftly oppofed by fome other of th 
his father being an Egyptian, he had no 


Jfrrove with a man of Lfrael. The mixt multitude of Egyptians 
that came up with Ifrael, Exod. xii. 38. were many ways 
hurtful to them; and this was one: They were often the au- 
‘thors of ftrife. The way to preferve the peace of the church 
is to preferve the purity of it. In this ftrife he broke out inte. 
ill language. Note, When quarrels begin, we know not what 
mifchief they will make before they eid, nor how great a mat- 
ter a little fire may kindle. When mens paffion is up, they 
are apt to forget both their xeafon and their religion: Which 
is a good reafon why we fhould not be apt either to give or to 
refent provocation ; but leave off ftrife before it be meddled _ 
with, becaufe the beginning of it is as the letting forth of wa- 


ter. ; 
Thirdly, The offence itfelf was Wa/phemy and curfing, ver. 
| 1a 4 


(iat 
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a1. It is fuppofed his caufe came to be heard before the 
judges, who determined that he bad no right to the privileges 
of an Ifraelite, his father being an Egyptian: And being en- 
raged at the fentence, (1.) He d/a/phemed the name of the Lord. 
He blafphemed the’ name, i. e. Gods who is known by his 
name only, not by his xature, or any fimilitude. Not as if 
God were a mere man, but this is a name above every name. 
_ The tranflators add (of the Lord ;) which is implied, but not 
_ expreffed in the original, for the greater reverence of the Di- 
vine Majefty: It is a fhame it fhould be found on record that 
the very name.of Jehovah fhould be blafphemed ; ¢el/ és not in 
Gath. It is a fond conceit of the fuperftitious Jews, that his 
blafphemy was pronouncing the name Febovah, which they call 
ineffable : He that-made himfelf known by that name, never 
forbid the calling of him by that name. It is likely, finding 
himfelf aggrieved by the divine appointment, which feparated 
between the Iftaelites and ftrangers, he impudently reproached 
both that law and its Law-maker, and fet him at.defiance. 
(2.) He curfed,—either God himfelf; and then his curfng 
was the fame with bla/pheming: Or the perfon with whom he 
{trove ; imprecations of mifchief are the hellifh language .of 
hafty paffion, as well as of rooted malice: Or-—the judges 
that gave fentence againft him; he flew in the face of the 
court, and ridiculed the proceffes of it. ‘Thus he added fin 

to fin. : 
1 Fourthly, The caution with which he was proceeded againf 
_ for this fin. ‘The witneffes of inferior judges brought him and 
his cafe (which was fomewhat extraordinary uato Mofes, ver. 
11. according to the order fettled, Exod. xviii. 22.; and Mo- 
_ fes himfelf would not give judgement haftily, but committed 
~ the offender into cuftody, till he had confulted the oracle in 
this cafe. Note, Judges muft deliberate: Both thofe that give 
the verdict, and thofe that ‘give the fentence, muft confider di- 


hether he was to be put to death by the 
2; or to be left to the judgement of God: 


ly curfed their parents, Lev. xx. 9.3 
ing fo much’ greater, fome forer pu- 
infligted on him. 
d fincerely defire, and by prayer and the 
ans fhould endeavour, to now the mind of 
_ the Lord; becaule they judge for him, 2 Chron. xix. 6.: and 
to him they are accountable. | 
Fifihly, Sentence paft upon this offender by the righteous 
Judge of heaven and earth, yer. 14. Let all the congregation 
_ fone him. God coyld have cut him off. by an immediate 
‘ ftroke from heaven ; but the would put this honour upon the 
inftitution of magiftracy, to make fe of it for the fupporting 
and vindicating of his own glory in the world. Obferye, (1.) 
The place of execution appointed: Bring him forth without 
the camp. To fignify their deteftation of the crime, they 
mutt thus caf out the criminal as an abominable branch, and fe- 
parate him from them as an unclean thing,, and unworthy a 
place in the camp of Ifracl. (2.) The executionets: Leg all 
the congregation do it, to fhew their zeal for the honour of 
_God’s name. very man fhould have a {tone to throw at him 
that blafphemes God, reckoning himfelf nearly concerned in 
the reproaches caft on God, Pfal. lxix.9. Thus alfo the 
greater terror would be caft upon the congregation : They that 
ence helped to {tone a blafphemer, would ever after dread eve- 
ry thing that bordered upon blafphemy, that looked like it, or 
looked towards it. (3.), The folemnity of the execution : 
- Before the congregation ftoned him, the’ witneffes were to /ay 


Sever re & 5. 435. 


Note, Thofe that | 


a 


their hands upon his head. The Jews fay, This was ufed in 
the execution of no criminals but blafphemers only ; and that 


‘it was done with words to this purpofe, Thy blood be upon thy 


own head, for thou thyfelf haft occafioned it. Let no blame be 
laid on the law, judges, juries, or witnefles; Lf thou fcorne/?, 
thou alone fhall bear tt. 

Sixthly, A ftanding law made upon this occafion for the 
ftoning of blafphemers, ver. 15, 16. Magiftrates are the guar- 
dians of both tables, and ought to be as jealous for the honour 
of God, againft thofe that {peak contemptuoufly of his Being 
and goverament, as for the public peace and fafety againft the 
difturbers of that. (1.) A great ftrefs is laid upon-this law,. 
as in no cafe to be difpenfed with: He fhall /wrely be put to 
death ; they fhall certainly {tone him. They that lightly e- 
{teem God’s honour, might think it harm to make a man az 
offender for a word ; words are but wind: But God would - 
let them know, that fuch words as thefe were not to be made 


| light off*which come from malice againft God in the heart of 
him that fpeaks, and mutt occafion either great guilt, or great 


grief to thofe that hear. (2:), It is made to extend to the 
Jrraagers that fojourned among them, as well as thofe that were 
born in the land. God never made any law to compel ftran- 
gers to be circumeifed, and embrace the Jewith religion ; pro- 
felytes made by force would be no honour to the God of [frael : 
But he made a law to reftrain //rangers from {peaking evil of 
the God of Ifrael. (3.) He that was put to death for blaf- 
phemy is faid to dear his finy in the punifhment of it. No fa- 
crifices being appointed, on the head of which the fin might be 
transferred, he himfelf was to bear it upon his own head, as a. 
facrifice to divine juftice. So his own tongue fell upon him, 

Pfal. Ixiv. 8.; and the tongue of a blafphemer will fall heavy. 
Seventhly, A repetition of fome other laws annexed to this 
new law. (1.) That murder fhould be punifhed with death, 
ver. 17.3 and again, ver. 21.; according to an ancient law in 
Noah’s.time, Gen. ix. 6. and the very law of nature, Gen. 
ive 10. (2.) ‘That maims fhould in like manner be punifhed 
by the law of retaliation, yer. 19, 20. Not that men might 
in thefe cafes be their own avengers; but they may appeal to 
the civil magiftrate, who fhall award /wfering to the injurious, 
and Satisfaction to the injured, as fhall be thought fit in propor- 
tion to the hurt done. ‘This law we-had before, Exod. xxii. 
4, 5. And it was more agreeable to that difpenfation in which 
was reyealed the rigour of the law, and what fin deferved, than 
to the difpenfation we are under, in which is revealed the 
grace of the gofpel, and the remiflion of fins; and» therefore 
our Saviour has fet afide this law, Mat. vy. 38. not to reftrain 
magiltrates from executing public juftice, but to reftrain us 
from returning perfonal injuries, and to oblige us to forgive as 
we are and hope’ to be forgiven. (3.) That hurt done wil- 
fully to a neighbour’s cattle fhould be punifhed, by making 
good the damage, ver. 18, 21. Thus the divine law took not 
only their lives, but their goods alfo, under its proteétion.. 
Thofe beafts which belonged to no particular perfon, but were,, 
as our law fpeaks, fere nature, it was lawful for them to kill ; 
but not thofe which any man had a property in. Doth God 
take care for oxen? Yes, for our fakes, he doth. (4.) That 
{trangers, as well as native Ifraelit2s, fhould be both entitled to 
the benefit of this law, fo as not to fufer wrong ; and fhould 
be Jiable to the penalty of this law, in cafe they did wrong. 
And it fhould feem, this is it that brings in thefe laws here, 
to fhew how equitable it was that {trangers as well as Ifraelites 
fhould be punifhed for blafphemy, becaufe frangers as well as. 
Ifraelites were punifhable for other crimes. And there may 
be this further reafon for the recognition of thefe laws here ; 
God would hereby fhew what provifion he had made for man’s 
fafety in punifhing thofe that were injurious to him, which 
rie BP fhould 
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fhou'd be an argument with magiftrates to be ‘jealous for his 
honour, and to punifh thofe that blafphemed his name. If 
God took care for their comfort, they ought to take care for 
his glory. 

Lighthly, The execution of the blafphemer: Mofes did as 
it were fign the warrant for it, he /pake unto the children of 
Lfrael to do it, and they did as the Lord commanded Mofes, 


ver. 23. This teacheth that death is the wages of fin ; and 


that blafphemy in particular is an iniquity to be .punifhed by the | 


judges. But if thofe who thus profane thename of God efcape 

punifhment from men, yet the Lord our God will not fuffer 

them to efcape his righteous judgements. This blafphemer 
was the firft that died by the law of Mofes; Stephen the firft 
that died for the gofpel, died by the abufe of this law: The 
martyr and the malefaftor fuffered the fame death; but how 
vaft the difference between them! — 

. C7 Pe PMR EVG " 

The law of this chapter concerns the lands and eflates of the 
SDfraelites in Canaan, the occupying and transferring of 
which were to be under the divine direction as well as 

" the management of religious worfbip: For_as the taberna- 
ele was a holy houfe, fo Canaan was a holy land; and up- 
on that account, as much as any thing, wt was the glory of 


“all lands. Jn token of a peculiar title God had to this land, - 


and a right to difpofe of tt, he appointed, I. That every 
- feventh year /hould be a year of relt from occupying the 
land, a fabbanical year, ver. 1,—~7. In this God expeci- 
ed from them extraordinary infiances of faith and obe- 
dience, and they might expeG from God extraordinary in- 
frances of power and goodnefs in providing for them, ver. 
~18,—22. Il, That every fiftieth year /hould be a year of 
jubile; that as, [1.] A year of release of debts, and mort- 
gages, and return to the poffefion of their alienated lands, 
ver. 8,—19. Particular direGions are given, itt, Con- 
cerning the fale and redemption of lands, ver. 23,—28. 
— adly, Of houfes in. cities and villages, with a promife for 
Levites cities, ver. 29,—34. [2.] A year of release of 
fervants and bondflaves. (1.) Here is inferted a law 
” for the kind ufage of poor debtors, ver. 35,—38. (2.) 
‘ Then comes the law for the difcharge of all Lfraelites that 
were fold for fervanis in the year of jubile, if they were 
not redeemed before: 1. If they were fold to Ifrachies, 
ver. 39,—46.: dnd, 2. Lf fold to profelytes, ver. 47,—5 5+ 
All thefe appointments have fomething moral and of per- 
petual obligation in them; though in the letter of them they 
were not only peculiar to the Fewifb nation, but to them 
only while they were in Canaan. 


ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes in mount 
j Sinai, faying, 2 Speak unto. the children 
of Ifrael, and fay unto them, When ye come 
into the land which I give you, then fhall the 
land keep a fabbath unto the Lorp. 3 Six 
years thou fhalt fow thy field, and fix years 
thou fhalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in 
the fruit thereof. 4 But in the feventh year 
fhall be a fabbath of reft unto the land, a fab- 
bath for the Lorn: thou fhalt neither fow thy 
field, nor prune thy vineyard. 5 That which 
groweth of its own accord of thy harveft, thou 
{halt not reap, neither gather the grapes of thy 
vine undrefled; for it 1s a year of reft unto the 


Cry itt © oO tse 


-and for thy maid, and for thy hired fervant, and 


_ there was to be a general releafe of 


land. 6 And the fabbath of the land hall be 
meat for you; for thee, and for thy fervant, 


for thy ftranger that fojourneth with thee. 7 ~ 
And for thy cattle, and for the beaft that are» 
in thy land, fhall all the increafe thereof be 
meat. tick ala $e 


"The law of Mofes laid a great deal of ftrefs upon the /ab- 
bath, the fan&tification of which was the earlieft and moft an- 
cient of all divine inftitutions, defigned for the keeping up of 
the knowledge and worfhip of the Creator among men; and 
not only revived the obfervance of fabbath-days every week, 
but, for the further advancement of the honour of them, ad- 
ded the ialtitution of a fabbatical year, ver. 4. In the feventh 
year fhall be a fabbath of reft unto the land. And hence the 


* Jews collect that vulgar tradition, That after the world had 


{tood fix thoufand years, (a thoufand years being to God as 

one day,) it fhall ceafe, and the eternal fabbath fhall fucceed. 

A weak foundation on which to build the fixing of that day 

and hour which it is God’s prerogative to know. The fabba-. - 
tical year began in September at the end of harveft, the feventh 
month of their ecclefiaftical year: And the law was, (1+) 

That at the feed-time, which immediately followed the end of: 

their in-gathering, they fhould fow no corn in their land, and 8 
that they fhould not in the fpring drefs their vineyard, and. 7 
confequently expe neither harveft nor vintage the next year. 
(2.) That what their ground did produce of itfelf they fhould 
not claim any property in, nor ufe of, otherwife than from hand » 
to mouth ; but leave it for the poor, fervants, ftrangers, and 
cattle, ver. 5, 6, 7. It muft be a /abdath of reff to the land: 
They mutt neither do any work about it, not expect any fruit: 
from it; all annual labours muft be intermitted in the /eventh 
year, as much as daily labours on the feventh day. The Jews: 
fay, They began not to reckon for the fabbatical yee 

had completed the conqueft of Canaan, whick 
year of Jofhua; the feventh year after 
tical year, and fo the fiftieth year w: 


And a public reading of the law in t 
11. to make it the more folemn. 
Now, [1.] God would hereby thew tl 
Landlord, and they were tenants at will G ‘ 
lords ufe to condition with their tenants, when they fhall break 
up their ground, how long they fhall till it, and when they 
fall let it reft: God would thus give, grant, and conyey that 
good land to them under fuch provifos and limitations, as. 
fhould let them know they were not proprietors, but depen- 
dents on their Lord, [2.] It was a kindnefs to their land to 
let it reft fometimes, and would keep. it in heart (as our huf. 
bandmen exprefs it) for pofterity, whofe fatisfadion God: 
would have them to confult, and not to ufe the ground as if it. 
were defigned for one age only. [3.] When they were thus. — 
for a whole year taken off from all country bufinefs, they would: 
have the more leifure to attend the exercifes of religion, and. 
to get the knowledge of God. and his law. [4.] They were 
hereby taught to be charitable and generous, and not to engrofs 
all to themfelves ; but to be willing that others fhould fhare 
with them in the gifts of God’s bounty, which the earth brought: 
forth of itfelf. [5.] They were brought to live in a conftant 
dependance upon the divine Providence ; finding, that as man 
lives not by bread alone, fo he has bread not by his own ins 
duftry alone, but, if God pleafes, by the word of blefling from > 
the mouth of God, without any care or pains of man, Mat. iv. — 
4. [6.]. They were minded of the eafy life man livedin pa- | 
radife, = | 


ane Geass 


SB your God. 
-ftatutes, and keep my judgements, and do 


\ 2s 
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ete as « 


radife, when he eat of every good thing, Not, as GaclMin the 
fweat of his face. Labour and toil came in with fin. [[7.] 
They were taught to confider how the poor lived that did nei- 


-_ ther fow nor reap, even by the b’efling of God upon a little. 
~Laftly, This year of reft typified the fpiritual reft which all 


believers enter into through Chrift, our true Noah, who giveth 


“us comfort and reft. concerning cxr work and the toil of our 


hands, becaufe of the ground which the Lord hath curfed, Gen. 
v. 9. Through him we are eafed of the burden of wordly 


_ care and labour, both being fanétified and fweetened to us, and 


we are enabled and encouraged to live by faith. And as the 
fruits of this /abbath of the land were enjoyed in common, fo 
the falvation wrought out by Chrift is a common falvation ; and 


this fabbatical year feemed to have been reviyed in the. 


Chriftian church, when the believers had a// things common, 
Adts ii. 44. 


8 ¢ And thou fhalt number feven fabbaths 
of years unto thee, feven times feven years, and 


- the fpace of the feven fabbaths of years fhall be 


igang thy. e 


family. 
unto you: ye fhall not fow, neither reap that 
~ which | 
_ §rapes in it of thy vine undrefled. 


unto thee forty and nine years. g Then fhalt 


“thou caufe the trumpet of the jubile to found, 


on the tenth day of the feventh month; in the 
day of atonement fhall ye make the trumpet 
found throughout all your land, 1ro And ye 
fhall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim li- 
berty throughout a@// the land, unto all the in- 


habitants thereof: it fhall be a jubile unto you, 


and ye fhall return every man unto his pof- 
feffion, and ye fhall return every man unto his 
rr A jubile fhall that fiftieth year be 


rroweth of itfelf in it, nor gather rhe 
Ta. For eit 
fhall be holy unto you: ye 
reafe thereof out of the field. 
this jubile ye fhall return e- 
s poffeffion. 314 And if thou 
by neighbour, or buyeft ought 
aighbour’s hand ; ye fhall not opprefs 
one another. 5 According to the number of 
‘years after the jubile, thou fhalt buy of thy 
‘neighbour, and according unto the number of 


years of the fruits he thall fell unto thee: 16 


: ‘of the fruits doth he fell unto thee... 


According to the multitude of years thow fhal: 


increafe the price thereof, and according to the 


fewnefs of years thou fhalt diminifh the price 
of it: for according to the number ofthe years 
mye ye 


ball not therefore opprefs one another; but 
--thou fhalt fear thy God: for lam the Lorp 


18 § Wherefore ye fhall do my 


them 3 and ye fhall dwell in the land in fafety. 


rg And the land fhall yield her fruit, and ye 


x fhall eat your fill, and dwell therein in fafety. 


v 


20-And if ye fiall fay, What fhall we eat the 


feyenth year? behold, we. fhall not fow, nor 
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gathe incur increafe: 21 Then“will I com- 
mand my bleffling upon you in the fixth year, 
and it fhall bring forth fruit for three years.. 
22 And ye fhall fow the eighth year, and eat 


~ yet of old fruit, until the ninth year; until her 


fruits come in, ye fhall eat of the old frore. 


Here is, Firf, The general inftitution of the judile, ver. 
8, &5c. : a 

[1.} When it was to be obferved: After even fabbaths of 
years, ver. 8. Whether the forty-ninth or the fifticth, is a 
great queftion among learned men. ‘That it fhould be the 
feventh frbbatical year, that is, the forty-ninth, (which by a 
very common form of fpeech is called the fiftieth,) feems to 
be moft probable ; and is, I think, made pretty clear by that 
learned chronologer Calvifius, and the objections removed : 
But this is nota place for the arguing of it. Seven fabbaths of 
aveeks were reckoned from the pafover to the fealt of penteco/ft, 
(or fiftieth’ day, for fo pentecoff fignifies,) and fo feven fubbaths 
of years from one jubile to another, and the feyenth is called 
the fiftieth: And all this honour is put upon the /evenths, for 
the fake of God’s refting the feventh day from the work of 
creation, 

[2.] How it was to be proclaimed: With found of trumpet 
in all parts of the country, ver. 5..both to give notice to all 
perfons of it, and to exprefs their joy and triumph in it. And 
the word jobel or yubile is fuppofed to fignify fome particuldr 
found of the trumpet diftinguifhable from any other; for the 
trumpet that gives an uncertain found, is of little fervice, 1 ‘Cor. 
xiy. 8. The trumpet was founded in the clofe of the day of 
atonement. 'Vhence the judile commenced; and very fitly : 
When they-had been humbling and affli@ing their fouls for fin, . 
then they were made to hear this voice of joy and gladnefs, Pfal. 
li. 8; When their peace was made with God, then liberty 
was proclaimed ; for the removal of guilt is: neceflary to make 
way for the entrance of all true comfort, Rom. v. 1,2. In 
allufion to this folemn proclamation of the jubile, it was fore- 
told concerning our Lord Jefus, that he fhould preach the ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord, Mfa. \xi. 2. He fent his apoftles to 
proclaim it with the trumpet of the everlafting gofpel, which. 
they were to preach to every creature. And it ftands {till - 
foretold, that at the laft day the trumpet /hall found, which, 
fhall releafe the dead out of the bondage of the grave, and res 
{tore us to our pofleffions. 

[3-] What‘ was to be done in that year, extraordinary: Be- 
fides the common reft of the land, which was obferved every 
fabbatical year, ver. 11, 12. and the releafe of ‘perfonal debts,. 
Deut. xv. 2, 3. there was to be the legal reftoration of every 
Ifraelite to all the property and all the liberty which had been 
alienated from him fince the laft, jubile; fo that never was 
any people fo fecured in their liberty and property (thofe glo- 
ries of a people) as Ifrael was. Effe€tual care was taken that 
while they kept clofe to God, thefe fhould not only not be taken 
from them by. the violence of others, but not thrown away by 
their own folly. 

iff, The property which every man had in his dividend of 
the land of Canaan, could not be alienated any longer than till 
the year of jubile; and then he or his fhould return to it, and 
have a title to it as undifputed, and the poffeflion of it as undi« 
fturbed, as ever, ver. 10, 13. Ye /hall return every man to his 
pofeffion ;. fo that if a man had fold‘or mortgaged his eftate or 
any part of it, it fhould then return to him or his heirs free of 
all charge and incumbrance. Now this was no wrong to the.- 
purchafer, becaufe the year of jubile was fixed, and every man. 


“knew when it would come, and make his bargain accordingly: 


‘By 


é 
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By our law indeed, if lands be granted to a man and his heirs 
apon condition that he fhall never fell or alien them, the grant 
is good, but the condition is void and repugnant: Jniquum eft 
ingenuis hominibus (fay the lawyers) non ue liberam rerum fua- 
rum alienationem. Vet it is agreed in the books, that if the 
king grant lands to a man in fee upon-~condition he fhall not 
alien, the condition is good. Now God would fhew his peo- 
ple Ifrael that their land was his, and they were his tenants ; 
and therefore he ties them up that they fhall not have power 
to fell, but only to make leafes for any term of years not going 
beyond the next jubife. By this means it was provided, (1-) 
That their genealogies fhould be carefully preferved ; which 
would be of ufe for clearing our Savicur’s pedigree. (2.) That 
the diftin@ion of tribes fhould be kept up; for though a man 
might purchafe lands in another tribe, yet he could not retain 
them longer than till the year of jubile, and then they would 
revert of courfe. (3.) That none fhould grow exorbitantly 
rich, by laying houfe to houfe, and field to field, Ma. v. 8.3 but 
fhould rather apply themfelves to the cultivating of what they 
had, than the ‘enlarging of their poffefions. The wifdom of 
the Roman commonwealth fometimes provided that no man 
fhould.be “mafter of above 500 acres. (4.) That no family 
fhould be funk and ruined, and condemned to perpetual pover- 
ty. This particular care God took for the fupport of the ho- 
nour of that people, and the preferving of that good land, not 
only to the nation in general, but every man’s fhare to his fa- 
mily in particular, fora perpetual inheritance ; that it might 
‘the better typify that good part which fhall never be taken away 
“from thofe that have it. 

2dly, The liberty which every man was born to, if it were 
fold or forfeited, fhould otherwife return at the year of jubile, 
ver. 10. Ye fall return every man to his family. ‘Thole that 
were fold into other families, thereby became ftrangers to their 


“own; but in this year of redemption, they were to return. | 
This was typical of our redemption by Chnift from the flavery | 
of fin and Satan, and our reftoration to the glorious liberty of © 
the children of God. Some compnte, that the very year in 
which Chrift died was.a year of judile, and the laft that ever | 
But however that be, we are fure it is the Son that | 


“was kept. 
makes us free,.and then we are free indeed. 


Secondly, A law upon this occafion againft oppreflion in buy- | 
ing and felling of land: Neither the buyer nor the feller muft 
In fhort, the buyer mutt not give | 
Jefs, nor the feller take more, than the juft value of the thing, | 
confidered as neceffarily returning at the year of jubile. It | 
mutt be fettled what the clear yearly value of the land was, | 
and then how many years purchafe it was worth till the year | 
of jubite.. Dut they muft reckon only the years of the fruits, | 
ver. 15.; and therefore muft difcount for the fabbatical years. | 
It is eafy to obferve, that the nearer the jubile was, the lefs | 


over-reach, ver. 14,-—17. 


rouft the value of the land be: According to the fewmne/s of the 


years, thou fualt diminifh the price. 


v0, 
to drop down. 


All bargains ought to be made by this rule, Ye /hall not op- | 
prefs one another, nor take advantage of one another’s ignorance | 
or neceflity, But thou fbalt fear thy God. Note, The fear of | 
God xeigning in the heart would effedually reftrain us from | 
doing.any wrong to our neighbour in word or deed; forthough | 
men be not, God is the avenger of thofe that go beyond or de- | 
fraud their brethren, 1 Theil. iv. 6. Perhaps Nehemiah re- | 


fers to this very law, chap. v.:15.; where'he tells us, that he 


ae ae ee ae 


But we do not find it fo | 
cafy practically to infer from thence, that the nearer the world . 
comes to its period, the Iefs value we fhould put upon the | 
things of it: Becaufe the time is fhort, and the fafhion of the | 
world pafith away, let thofe that buy be as though they poffeffed — 
One would put little value on an old houfe, that isready 
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did not opprefs thofe he had under his power, decaufe of the 

fear of God. se extant es. 
Thirdly, Affarance given them that they fhould be no lo- 

fers, but great gainersy by obferving thefe years of reft. It is” 


promifed, ; 
[1.] That they fhould be /afe, ver. 18. Y¢ hall dwell in 
the land in fafety. And again, ver. 19. The word fignifies 


both outward fafety, and inward fecurity and confidence of 
{pirit, that they fhould be quiet both from evi/, and from the 
fear of evil. 

[2.] That they fhould be rich: ¥e /hall eat your jill. Notes 
If we be carefal to do our duty, we may chearfully truft God 
with our comfort. 

{3-] That they fhould not want food convenient that year, 
in which they did neither fow nor reap, ver. 21. L will com- 
mand my bleffing in the fixth year, and it foall bring forth fruit 
Sor three years. This was, (1.) A flanding miracle, that where- 
,as at other times one year did but ferve to bring in another, 
the produéts of the fixth year fhould ferve to bring in the ninth. 
Note, The bleffing of God upon our provifion, will make a lit- 
tle go a great way, and /atisfy everi the poor with bread, Pfal. 
cxxxil. 15. It. was, (2.) A lafing memorial of the mannas 
which was given double on the fixth day for two days. And, 
(3.) It was intended for an encouragement to all God’s peo-- 
ple in all ages, to truft him in the way of duty, and to caft their 
care upon him. There’is nothing loft by faith and felf-denial 
in our obedience. 


23 The land fhall not be fold for ever: for 


_the land zs mine, for ye are ftrangers and fo- 


journers with me. 24 And in all the land of 
your poffeffion, ye fhall.grant a redemption for 
the land. 25 If thy brother be waxen poor, 
and hath fold away /fome of his poflefiion, and 
if any of his kin come to redeem it, then 
he redeem that which his brother : 3 5 
if the man have none to redeem 1 
be able to redeem it: 27 Th 
the years of the fale thereof, anc 
verplus unto the man to whom 
he may return unto his poffeffion 
he be not able to reftore it to him, tl 
which is fold fhall remain in the hand of him. 
that hath bought it, until the year of jubile: 
and in the jubile it fhall. go out, and he fhall - 
return unto his pofleffion. 39 And ifa man fell 
a dwelling-houfe in a walled city, then he may 
redeem it within a whole year after it is fold: 
within a full year may he redeem it. 30 And 
if it be not redeemed within the fpace of a full . 
year; then the houfe that is in the walled city 
fhall be eftabli‘sed for ever to him that bought 
it, throughout his generations: it {hall not go 
out in the jubile. 332 But the houfes of the vil- 
lages which have no walls round about them, 
{hall ‘be counted as the fields of the country : 
they may be redeemed, and ithey {hall go out 
im the jubile. 
of the Levites, and the houfes of the cities of 
their pofleflion, may the Lewvites redeem at any 
) iis time 


ct ar 


32 Notwithftanding, the cities ~ 


ey 
s 
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time. ’ 33 And ifa man purchafe of the Levites, 
_ then the houfe that was fold, and the city of his 


— 
; 


pofleffion fhall go out in the year of jubile: for 
the houfes of the cities of the Levites are their 
poffeffion among the children of Ifrael. 34 But 
the field of the fuburbs of their cities may not 


be fold, for it zs their perpetual poffeffion. 35 


And if thy brether be waxen poor, and fallen in 


- decay with thee; then thou fhalt relieve him: 
yea, though be be a ftranger or a fojourner; that . 


he may live with thee. 36'Take thou no ufury 
of him, or increafe: but fear thy God; that thy 
brother may live with thee. 37 Thou {halt not 
give him thy money upon ufury, nor lend him 
thy victuals for increafe. 381 am the Lorp 
your God, which brought you forth out of the 
land of Egypt, to give you the land of Canaan, 
and to be your God. A Pa 


Here is, Fir/?, A law concerning the real eftate of the Lf 
raelites in the land of Canaan, and the transferring of them. 

{1.] That no land fhould be /old for ever, from the family 
to whole lot it fell in the divifion of the land. And the rea- 
fon given is, The and is mine, and ye are Jficangers and fojourn- 
ers with me, ver. 23. (1.) God having a particular propriety 
in this land, he would by this reftraint keep them fenfible of 


it. The poffeflions of good people, who having given up them- 


felves to God have therewith given up all they have to him, 
are in a particular manner at his difpofe, and his difpofal of 
them mutt be fubmitted to. (2.) They being rangers and 
Sojourners with him in that land, and having his tabernacle 
among t to alien their part of that land would be in effed 
ut off from their fellowfhip and communion with 
as a token and fymbol of: For which rea- 
ther incur the wrath of a king, than part 
of his father, 1 Kings xxi. 3 
man were con{trained through poverty to fell 
fubfiftance of his family ; yet, if afterwards 
smight redeem it, before the year of jubile, 
ver. 24, 26, 27.5 and the price muft be fettled accerding to 
the number of years fince the fale, and before the jubile. 


JCM 


- {3.] That if the perfon himfelf were not able to redeem it, ~ 


his next kinfman might, ver. 25. The redeemer thereof, he that is 
near unto him, foall come and fball redeem; {o it might be read. 
The kinfinan is called Goel, the redeemer, Numb. v. 8. Ruth 
ili, 9. to whom belonged the right of redeeming the land: 
And this typified Chrift, who affumed our nature that he might 
be our £infman, bone of our bone, and flefh of our flefh ; and 
being the only kinfman we have that is able to do it, to him 
belonged the right of redemption. As for all our other kinf- 
men, their fhoe muft be plucked off, Ruth iv. 6, 7.: They 
cannot redeem; but Chriftcan, and hath redeemed the inheri- 
tance. which we by fin had forfeited and alienated, and made a 
new fettlement of it upon all that by faith become allied to 
him. ‘We know that this Redeemer liveth, Job xix. 25.. 
ind fome make this duty of the kinfman to fignify the bro- 
therly love that fhould be among Chriftians, inclining them to 
recover thofe that are fallen, and co-reftore them with the. fpi- 
rit of meeknels. 

_£4.] That if the land were not redeemed: before the year 
of jubile, then it fhould return of courfe to him that had fold 
or mortgaged it, yer. 23. Ln the jubile it fhall go. out.. This 
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was a figure of the free grace of God towards us in Chrift, by 
which, and not by any price or merit of our own, we are re- 


| ftored to the favour of God, and-become entitled to paradife, 


from which our firft parents, and we.in them, were expelled 


for difobedience. 


‘[5.] A difference was made between houfes in walled. ci- 
ties, and lands in the country, or houfes in country villages, 
Houfes in walled cities were more the fruits of their own in- 
duftry, than /and in the country, which.was the immediate 
gift of God’s bounty : And therefore if a man fold a houfe in 
the city, he might redeem it at any time within a year after 
the fale ; but otherwife,. it was confirmed to. the purchafer fory 
ever, and. fhould not return, no not at the year of jubile, ver. 
29,30» © This provifion was made to encourage ftrangers and 
profelytes to come and fettle among them. Though they’ 
could not purehafe lands in Canaan, to them and their heirs, 


| yet they might purchafe houfes in walled cities, which would 


be moft convenient for them who were fuppofed to live by trade. 
But country-houfes could be difpofed of no otherwife than as 
lands might. « 

[6.] A claufe is added in favour of the Levites, by way of 
exception from thefe rules. (1.) Dwelling-houfes in the cities 
of the Levites might be redeemed at any time; and if not re- 
deemed, fhould revert in the year of jubile, ver. 32, 33.3 be- 
caufe the Levites had no other poffefhons but cities and their 
fuburbs, and. God would fhew that the Levites were his pecu- 
liar care, and it was for the intereit of the public that they _ 
fhould not be impoyerifhed or wormed out of their inheritances. 
(2.) The fields adjoining to their cities '( Numb. xxxv. 4, 5-} 
might not be fold at any time: For they belonged not to particu- 
lar Levites, but to the city of the Levites as a corporation, who 
could not alien without a wrong to their tribe; therefore if any 
of thofe fields were fold, the bargain was void, ver. 74. Even 
the Egyptians took care to preferve the priefts lands, Gen. 
xlvii. 22. And there is no lefs reafon for the taking of the 
maintenance of the gofpel-miniftry under the fpecia! protection 
of Chriftian governments. 

Secondly, A law for the relief of the poor, and the tender 
ufage of poor debtors ;. and thefe are of more general and per- 
petual obligation than the former. 

if, The poor muft be relieved, ver. 35. Here is, (1.) 
Our brother’s poverty and diftrefs fuppofed, Jf thy brother be 
waxen poor: Not only thy brother by nations a Jew, but 
thy brother by nature as a man ; for it follows, though he be a 

frranger or a fojourner. A\\ men are to be looked upon and 
treated as brethren; for we have all one Father, Mal. ii. 10. 
Though he be poor, yet ftill he is #4 brother, and is to be 
loved and owned as a brother. Poverty doth not deftroy the 
relation. ‘Though a fon of Abraham, yet he may wax poor, 
and fall into decay. _ Note, Poverty and decay are great grie- 
vances, and very common: The poor ye have always with 
you. (2.) Our duty enjoined, Thou /halt relieve him: By 
fympathy, pitying the poor; by fervice, doing for them; and 


| by fupply, giving to them according to their neceflity and thine 


ability. 


2d/y, Poor debtors muft, not be oppreftd. Lf thy brother 


| be waxen poor, and have occafion to borrow money of thee for 
the neceflary fupport of his family, take thou no ufury of him, 


either for money or victuals, ver. 36, 37. And thus far this 
law binds {till: but could never be thought. binding where 
money is borrowed for. purchafe of lands, trade, or other im- 
provements, for there i is réafonable that. the lender fhare 
with the borrower in the profit.. The law here is plainly in- 
_tended for the relief of the poor, to whom it is -fometimes as-~ 
great a charity to lend freely, as to give.. Obferve the argu- 
ments here wed againft extortion. 1. God: patronizeth: the 
poor 3 > 
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poer; earthy God, who will reckon with thee for all injuries 
done to the poor: Thou feareft not them, but fear him. 2. 
Relieve the poor, that they may live with thee ; and fome way 
or other they may be ferviceable to thee. The rich can as ill 
{pare the hands of the poor, as the poor can the purfes of the 
vich, 3. The fame argument is ufed to enforce this precept 
that prefaceth all the ten commandments, ver. 38. J am the 
Lord your God which brought you out of Egypt. Note, It be- 
comes thofe that have received mercy, to fhew mercy. If 
God has been gracious to us, we ought not to be rigorous with 
our brethren. 

39 | And if thy brother that dwelleth by 
thee be waxen poor, and be fold unto thee; 
thou fhalt not compel him to ferve as a bond- 
fervant: 40 But as an hired fervant, and as a 

_{ojourner, he fhall be with thee, and fhall ferve 
thee unto the year of jubile, 41 And then 
fhall he depart from thee, both he,and his chil- 
dren with him, and fhall return unto his own 
family, and unto the poffeffion of his fathers 
fhall he return.. 42 For they are my fervants, 
which I brought forth out of the land of Egypt: 
they fhall not be fold as bond-men. 43 Thou 
faalt not rule over him with rigour, but halt 
fear thy God. 44 Both thy bond-men, and 


thy bond-maids which thou fhalt have, /ball be: 


~of the heathen that are round about you; of 
them fhall ye buy bond-men and bond-maids. 
45 Moreover, of the children of the ftrangers 
that do fojourn among you, of them fhall ye 
buy, and of their families that are with you, 
which they begat in your land: and they fhall 
be your poffeffion. 46 And ye fhall take them 
as an inheritance for your children after you, 


to inherit them for:a poffeffion, they fhall be | 


your bond-men for ever: but over your breth- 
ren the chiidren of Irael, ye fhall not rule one 
over another with rigour. 47 Y And if a fo- 
journer or ftranger wax rich by thee, and thy 
brother that dwelleth by him wax poor, and 
fell himfelf unto the ftranger or fojourner by 
thee, or to the ftock of the ftranger’s family: 
48 After that he is fold, he may be redeemed 
again; one of his brethren may redeem him: 
49 Either his uncle, or his uncle’s fon may re- 
deem him, or any that is nigh of kin unto him, 
of his family, may redeem him; or if he be 
able, he may redeem himfelf. 50 And he fhall 
reckon with him that bought him, from the 
year that he was fold to him, unto the year of 


jubile: and the price of his fale fhall-be accord-- 


ing unto the number of years, according to the 
time of an hired fervant fhall it be with him, 
51 If there be yet many years behind, accord- 
ing unto them he fhall give again the price of 
his redemption, out of the money that he was 
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bought for. 52 And if there remain but few 
years unto the year of jubile, then he fhal) count 
with him, and according unto his years fhallhe 
give him again the price of his redemption. 53 
And as a yearly hired fervant fhall he be with 
him: and the ether thall not rule with rigour 
over him in thy fight. 54 And if he be not re- © 
deemed in thefe years, then he fhall go out in | 
the year of jubile, both he, and his children 


_with him. 55 For unto me the children of Hrael 


are fervants, they are my fervants whom I 
brought forth out of the land of Egypt: I am. 
the Lor» your God. seal a 


. We have here the laws concerning fervitude, defigned to 
preferve the honour of the Jewifh nation, as a free people, and 
refcued by a divine power out of the houfe of bondage, into 
the glorious liberty of God’s fons his firft-born. Now the 
law is, i 

Firft, That a native Ifraelite fhould never be made a bond- 
man for perpetuity. If he were fold for debt, or for a crime, 
by the houfe of judgment, he was to ferve but fix years, and to 
go out the feventh; that was appointed, Exod. xxi. 2.: But 
if he fold bimfelf, through extreme poverty, having nothing at 
all left him to preferve his life, and it was to one of his own 
nation that he fold himfelf; in fuch a cafe it is here provided, 
(1.) That he thould not /erve as a bondJervant, yer. 39-3 nor, 
be fold with the fale of a bond-man, ver. 42.: i. e. It muft not 
be looked upon that his mafter that bought him had as abfolute . 
a property in him, as in a captive taken in war, that might be 
ufed, fold, and bequeathed at pleafure, as much as a man’s cat- 
tle ; no, he fhall ferve thee as a hired fervant, whom the maf- 


ter has the ufe of only, but not a defpotic power over. And 
the reafon is, They are my fervants, vet. 42. loth not 
make his fervants flaves, and therefore their brethren Of. 


God had redeemed them out of Egypt, a1 ft 
never be expofed to fale as bond-men. plies 
this fpiritually, 1 Cor. vii. 23. Ye are bought with ap ices 

Le not ye the fervants of men; i. e. of th ufts ; nO, nor =| 


of your own lufts; for being become. the fer: 
mutt not let fin reign in our mortal bodies, Rom. vi 
(2.) That while he did ferve, he fhould not be ruled with ri-. 
gour, as the Ifraelites were in Egypt, ver. 43. Both his work 
and his ufage nmft be fuch as was fitting for a fon of Abraham. 
Matters are {till required to give to their fervants that which is 
juft and equal, Col. i. 1. They may be ufed, but muft not be 
abufed. Thofe mafters that are always heétoring and domi- 
neering over their fervants, taunting them, and trampling upon 
them ; that are unreafonable in exacting work, and giving re- 
bukes, and rule them with an high hand, forget that their Maf- 
ter is in heaven; and what will they do when he rifeth up? 
as holy Job reafons with himfelf, Job xxxi. 13,14. (3.) 
That at the year of jubile he fhould go out free, he and his 
children, and {hould return to his own family, ver. a1. "This. 
typified our redemption from the fervice of fin and Satan; by 
the grace of God in Chrift, whofe truth makes us free, John _ 
vil. 32. The Jewith writers fay, That for ten days before 
the jubile-trumpet founded, the fervants that were to be dif 
charged by it did exprefs their great joy by feafting, and wear- 
ing garlands on their heads: It is therefore called the joyful 
found, Pfal, Ixxxix. 15. And we are thus to rejoice in the 
liberty we have by Chrift. rma Ye Nh 
Secondly, That they might purchafe bond-men of the heathen — 
nations that were round about them, or of thofe frangers that 
4 fojourned. 
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fojourned among them, (except of thofe feven nations that 
~ were to be deftroyed,) and might claim a dominion over them, 
and entail them upon their families as an inheritance, for . the 
year of jubile fhould give no difcharge to them, ver. 44,—46. 
Thus in our Englifh plantations the negroes only are ufed as 
flaves ; how much to the credit of Chriftianity, I fhall not fay. 
Now, (1.) This authority they had over the bond-men. they 
~ purchafed from the neighbouring nations, was in purfuance of 
the bleflings of Jacob, Gen. xxvil..29. Let people ferve thee. 
(2.) It figured the bringing in of the Gentiles to the fervice 
of Chrift and his church. A/E of me, and I will give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance, Pfal. ii. 9. And it is promifed 
Ifa. lxi. 5. Strangers fall fland and feed your flocks, and the 
fons of the alien foall be your vine-dreffers ; {ee Rev. ii. 26, 27. 
The upright. fall have dominion in the morning, Pifal. xlix. 14. 
(3.) It intimates that none fhall have the benefit of the gof- 
pel-jubile, but thofe only that are Ifraelites indeed, and the 
children of Aaraham by faith: As for thofe that continue hea- 
thenifh, they continue bondmen. See this turned upon the un- 
believing Jews themfelves, Gal. iv.25.; where Jerufalem, when 
fhe had rejected Chrift, is faid to be in bondage with her chil- 
dren, Gal.iv.25. Let me only add here, that though they are 
not forbidden to rule their bond-men with rigour, yet the Jew- 
ith doétors fay, It is the property of mercy, and way of wifdom, 
that a man fhould be compaffionate, and not make his yoke heavy 
upon any fervant that he hath. | . 

Thirdly, That if an Ifraelite fold himfelf for a fervant to a 
wealthy profelyte that fojourned among them, care fhould be 
taken that he fhould have the fame advantages as if he had fold 
himfelf to an Ifraelite, and in fome refpects greater. [1.] 
That he fhould have the fame advantages, viz. Not to ferve as 


a bond-man, but as a hired fervant, and not to be ruled with © 


rigour, (ver. 53.) in thy fight; which intimated that the Jew- 
ith magiftrates fhould particularly have an eye to him, and, if 
he were abufed, fhould take cognifance of it, and redrefs his 
grievances, though the injured fervant did not himfelf complain, 
Alfo he has to go free at the year of jubile, ver. 54. Though 
the fons of ft rangers might ferve them for ever, yet the fons of 
Hfrael might not ferve /irangers for ever; yet the fervant here 
_ having made himfelf a flave by his own act and deed, fhould 
Subanah 
ore 
€ 
ble, redeem himfelf, but his relations had no right to redeem 
him; but ifa man fold himfelf toa {tranger, the Jews fay his relations 
were urged to redeem him: If they did not, it was fit he fhould 
be redeemed at the public charge; which we find done, Neh. 
v. 8. The price of his ranfom was to be computed according 
to the profpeét of the year of jubile, ver. 50,—52.; as in the 
redemption of land, ver. 15, 16. The learned Bifhop Patrick 
quotes one of the Jewifh rabbins for an evangelical expofition 
of that appointment, ver. 48. Qne of his brethren fhall redeem 
him: ‘This Redeemer (faith the rabbi) is the MTeffiah the fon 
of David.” They expected this Mefliah to be their Redeem- 
er out of their captivity, and to reftore them to their. own land 
again: But we welcome him as the Redeemer who fhall come. 
to Sion, and fhall turn away ungodlline/s from Facob; for he 
fhall fave his people from their-fins. And under this notion there. 
were thofe that looked for redemption.in. Ferufalem.. 


CHA PP. XXVI.. 

This chapter-is. a-folemn conelufion of the main body of the Levi- 
tical law: The precepts that follow in this and the following. 
book either relate to fome particular matters, or are repetitions 
and explications of the foregoing inflitutions. 


Vou.. L. 
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ally their obedience. will be tried, ver..1, 2. 
. abftract of the jecond and fourth commandments; which, as 
; they are by much the large{t in the decalogue, fo they are moft 
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ter contains a general ynforcement of all thofe laws by promifes 
of reward in cafe of obedience on the one hand; and threaten- 

ings of punifbment for difobedience on the other hand: The 

former to work upon hope, the latter on fear; thofetwo handles 

of the foul, by which it is taken hold of and managed. Here 

is, I. A repetition of two or three of the principal of the com-. 
mandments, ver. 1, 2. II. An inviting promife of all good 
things, if they would but keep God’s commandments, ver. 3,— 

13. ILI. 4 terrible threatining of ruining judgements which 

would be brought upon them, if they were refradory and dif- 

obedient, ver. 14,—=39. IV. A gracious promife of the return 

of mercy to thofe of them that would repent and-reform, ver. 

40, Fc. Deut. xxvitith zs parallel to this. 


E fhall make you no idols, nor graven 
image, neither rear. you up a ftanding i- 
mage, neither fhall ye fet up any image of ftone 
in your land, to bow down unto it: for Lam the 
Lorp your God. 2 Ye fhall keep my fabbaths, 
and reverence my fanctuary: I am the Lorp. 
3 q If ye walk in my ftatutes, and keep my com- 


_mandments, and dothem; 4 Then I will give 


you rain in due feafon, and the land fhall yield 
her increafe, and the trees of the field fhall yield. 
their fruit. 5 And your threfhing fhall reach 
unto the vintage, and the vintage fhall reach 
unto the fowing-time: and ye fhall eat your 
bread to the full, and dwell in your land fafely. 
6 And I will give peace in the land, and ye fhalk 
lie down, and none fhall make you afraid: and 
I will rid evil beafts out of the land, neither fhall. 
the fword go through your land. 7 And ye 
fhall chafe your enemies, and they fhall fall be- 
fore you by the fword. 8 And five of you fhalt 
chafe an hundred, and an hundred of you fhall 
put ten thoufand to flight: and your enemies 
{hall fall before you by the fword. g For I will 
have refpect unto you, and make you fruitful, 
and multiply you, and eftablifh my covenant 
with you. 10 And ye fhall eat old ftore, and 
bring forth the old becaufe of the new. 11 And 
I will fet my tabernacle amongft you: and my 
foul fhall not abhor you. 12 And I will walk 
among you, and will be your God, and ye fhalt 
be my people. ‘13 1 am the Lorp your God, 
which brought you forth out of the land of E- 
gypt, that ye fhould not be their bond-men, and. 
Ihave broken the bands of your-yoke, and made . 
you go upright. 

Here is, Firft, The inculcating of thofe precepts of the law 


which were of the greateft confequence, and by which efpec:~ 
They are the 


Bae infifted on in other parts of the law. As when a 


_ mater has given many things in charge to his fervant, he con- 


cludes with the repetition of thofe things which were of the 
greateft importance, and which the fervant was moft in danger: 
of negleéting, bidding him, whatever he did, be {ure to remem~ 
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ber thofe; fo here, God by Mofes, after many precepts, clofes 
-all with a fpecial charge to obferve thc/e two great command- 
ments. [1.] Be fure you never worfhip images, ner ever make 
any fort of image or pictures for a religions ufe, ver. 1. No 
fin more provoking to God than this; and yet none that they 
were more addiéted to, and which afterwards proved of more 
pernicious confequence to them. Next to God’s’ being, uni- 
ty, and univerfal influence, itis neceffary we know and believe, 
That he is an infinite Spirits and therefore to reprefent him 
by an image in the making of it, to confine him to an image 
in the confecrating of it, and to worfhip him by an image in 
bowing down to it, changes his truth into a lie, and his glory 
into fhame, as much as any thing. [2.] Be fure you keep up 
a great veneration for fabbaths, and religious affemblies, ver. 2. 
Ass nothing tends more to. corrupt religion, than the ufe of i- 
mages in devotion; fo nothing contributes more to the fupport 
of it, than keeping the fabbaths, and reverencing the fanéuary. 
Thefe make up very much of the inffrumenta/ part of religion, 
by which the efentials of it are kept up. Therefore we find 
in the prophets, that next to the fin of idolatry, there is no fin 
for which the Jews are more frequently reproved and threat- 
ened, than the profanation of the fabbath-day. tke 
_ Secondly, Great encouragements given them to live in a con- 
ftant obedience to all God’s commandments, largely and, 
ftrongly affluring them, that if they did fo, they fhould be a 
happy people, and fhould be blefled with all the good things 
they. could defire. Human governments inforce their laws 
with penalties to be inflicted for the, breach of them, but God 
will be known as the Reqwarder of thofe that feek and ferve him. 

Let us take a view of thefe great and precious promifes, 
which though they relate chiefly to the life that now is, and to 
the public national concerns of that people, yet they were ty- 

_pical of the {piritual bleffings entailed by the covenant of grace 
upon all believers through Chrift. 

L1.] Plenty and abundance of the fruits of the earth. They 
fhould have feafonable rain: Neither too little nor too much ; 
but what was requifite for their land, which was watered with 
the dew of heaven, Deut. xi. 10, 11. that it might yield its 
increafe, ver. 4. ‘The dependance which the fruitfulnefs of 
the earth beneath hath upon the influences of heaven above, 
is a fenfible intimation to us, that every good and perfect gift 
muft be expected from above from the Father of lights. It is 
promifed, that the earth fhould produce its fruits in fuch great 
abundance, that they. would be kept in full employment, dur- 
ing both the harveft and the vintage, to gather it in, ver. 5. 

efore they had reaped their corn, and threfhed it, the vintage 
would be ready ;_ and before they had finifhed their vintage, it 
would be high time'to begin their fowing. Long harvefts are 
often with us the-confequences of bad weather, but with them 
they fhould be the effeéts of a great increafe. This fignified 
the plenty of grace, which fhould be poured out in gofpel-times, 
when the plowman Jhall overtake the reaper, Amos ix. 13. and 
a great harveft of fouls fhould be gathered in to Chrift. The 
plenty fhould be fo great, that they fhould bring forth the old to 
be given away to the poor, Lecaufe of the new, to make room for 
it in their barns ; which yet they would not pull dozwn to build 
greater, as that rich fool, Luke xii. 18.; for God gave them 
this abundance to be laid out, not to be hoarded up from one 
year to another. He that with-holdeth corn, the people will curfe 
him, Prov. xi. 26. ‘That promife, Mal. iii, 10. will pour you 
out a biefing that there Jaal/ not be room enough to receive it, ex- 
plains this here, ver.1. And that which crowns this blefling 
ofplenty, is that ver. 5. You thall eat your bread to the full.” 
which intimates, not only that they fhould. have abundance, 
but that they fhould have content and fatisf@ion in it They 
fhould haye enough, and fhould know when they had enough. 
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Thus the mech hall eat and be fatisfied, Pfal. xxii. 26. 

[2.] Peace under the divine proteétion, ver. 5. Ye /hall 
dwell in your land fafely; both really fafe, and fafe in your 
own apprehenfion: Ye /hall lie down to reft in the power and 


| promife of God; and not only none fhall hurt you, but none 


fhall fo much as make you afraid, ver.6.5 fee Pfal.iv.8. They 
fhould not be infefted with wild beafts ; thofe fhould be rid 


| out of the land, or, as it is promifed, Job v. 23. fhould be aé 


peace with them: Nor fhould they be terrified with the alarms 


| of war; Neither fhali the [word go through your land. ‘This 
| holy fecurity is promifed to all the faithful, Pfal. xci. 1, fe. 


Thofe mutt needs dwell infafety that dwe/'/ iz God, Jobxi.18,19. 
[3-] Victory and fuccefs in their wars abroad, while they 
had peace and tranquility at home, ver. 7, 8.5 and that the 


| hand of God fhould fo fignally appear with them in their con- 


quefts, that no difproportion of numbers fhould make -againft 


, them :: Five of you fhall have courage to: attack, and ftrength 


to chafe and defeat, a hundred ; as Jonathan did, 1 Sam. xiv. 
13. experiencing the truth of his own maxim, ver. 6. ‘That 


it is all one with the Lord to fave by many or by few.” 


[4.] The increafe of their people : J will make you fruitful, 
and multiply you, ver. 9. "Thus the promife made to Abraham 
mutt be fulfilled, that his feed fhould be as the du/? of the earth 5 


/ and much more numerous they had. been, if they had not by 


It is promifed to the gofpel- 


their fin cut themfelves fhort. 


church, that it hall be fruitful, John xv. 16. 


[5.] fhe favour of God, which js the fountain of all good: 


| L wil have refpeet unto you, ver. 9. If the eye of our faith 


be unto God, the eye of his favour will be unto us. More is 
implied than is exprefled in that promife, My foul fhall not ab- 


| hor you, ver. 11.3 as there is in that threatening, My foul /hall 


have no pleafure in him, Heb. x. 38. “i hough there was that 
among them which might juftly have alienated him from them ; 
yet if they would clofely adhere to his inftitutions, he would 
not abhor them. Se 

- [6.] The tokens of his prefence in and by his ordinances: 
L will fet my tabernacle among you, ver. r1. ~ It was their ho- 


nour and advantage, that God’s tabernacle was lately erected - 


among them ; but he here lets them know, that the counte-— 
nance and eftablifhment of it depended upop their good beha- 
viour. The tabernacle that was now /ét, fhould be /ettled if 
they would be obedient; elfe not. Note, The way to have 
God’s ordinances fix among us, asa nail in a fure place, is to 
cleave clofely to the inftitution of them. It is added, ver. 12. 
L will walk among you, with delight and fatisfaction, as a man’ 
in bis garden ; I will keep up communion with you, as a man 
walking with his friend. This/feems to be alluded to, Rev. 
ii. 1. where Chrift is faid to walk in the midj? of the golden can- 
diefticks. oe a Be" 
[7-] The grace of the coverfant, is the fountain and foun- 
dation, the fweetnefs and fecurity, of all thefe bleflings: J will 
efatli/h my covenant with you, ver. g. Let them pekform their 
part of the covenant, and God would not fail to perform his. 
All covenant-bleflings are fummed up in the covenant‘relation, 
ver. :2. “ J will be your God, and ye fhall be my people ;” and 
grounded upon their redeniption, ver. 13. “ J am your God, 
becaufe J brought you forth out of the land of Egypt.” Having 
purchafed them, he would own them, and never caft thent off 
till they caft him off. ‘He Lroke their yoke, and made them go 
upright ; i. e. their deliverance out of Egypt, put them into a 
{tate both of eafe and honour, that being delivered out of the 
hands of their enemies, they might /erve God without fear, 
each one walking in his uprightnefs. When Ilfrael rejected 
Chrift, and was therefore’ rejeéted by him, their back is faid to 
be bowed down always, under the burden of their guilt, which 
was heavier than that of their bondage in Egypt, Rom. xi. ro. 
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149 But if ve will not hearken unto me, and 
will not do all thefe commandments; 15 And 


if ye fhall defpife my ftatutes, or if your foul 
abhor my judgements, fo that you will not do 


all my commandments, but that ye break my | 


covenant: 16 I alfo will do this unto you, { will 
even appoint over you terror, confumption, and 
the burning-ague; that fhall confume the eyes, 
and caufe forrow of heart: and ye {hall fow your 
feed in vain, for your enemies fhall eat it. 17 
And will fet my face againft you, and ye fhall 
be flain before your enemies: they that hate 
you fhall reign over you, and ye fhall flee when 
none purfueth you.' 18 And if ye will not yet 
for all this hearken unto me, then { will punifh 
you feven times more for your fins. 19 And 
I will break the pride of your power; and I 
will make your heaven as iron, and your earth 
as brafs: 20 And your ftrength fthall be {pent 
in vain: for your land fhall not yield her in- 
creafe, neither fhall the trees of the land yield 
their fruits, 21 {| And if ye walk contrary un- 
to me, and will not hearken unto me; I will 
bring feven times more plagues upon you, ac- 
cording to your fins. 221 will alfo fend wild 
beafts among you, which fhall rob you of your 
children, and deftroy your cattle,and make you 
few in number, and your sigh-ways fhall be 
defolate. 23 And if ye will not be reformed 
by me by thefe things, but will walk contrary 
unto me: 24 Then will I alfo walk contrary 
unto you, and will punifh you yet feven times 
for your fins. 25 And I will bring a {word up- 
on you, that fhall avenge the quarrel of my co- 
venant: and when ye are gathered together 
within your-cities, { will fend the peftilence a- 
mong you; and ye fhall be delivered into the 
hand of the enemy. 26 4nd when J have bro- 
ken the ftaff of your bread, ten women {all 
bake your bread in one oven, and they fhall de- 
liver you your bread: again by weight :. and ye 
fhall eat, and not be fatisfted. 
will not for all this’ hearken unto me, but walk 
contrary unto me: 28 Then I will walk con- 
trary unto you alfo in fury ; and I, even I, will 
ehaftife you feven times for your fins. 29 And 
ye fhall eat the flefh of your fons,-and the flefh 
‘of your daughters fhall ye eat. 30 And I will 
deftroy your high places, and cut down your 
images, and caft your carcafes upon the carcales 
of your idols, and my foul fhall abhor you. 31 
And I will make your cities wafte, and bring 
- your fanctuaries unto defolation, and I will not 
{mell the favour of your {weet odours. 
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27 And if ye | 


32 And 
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I will bring the land into defolation: and your 
enemies which dwell therein, {fall be aftonilhed - 
at it. 33 And I will fcatter. you among the 
heathen, and will draw out a fword after you: 
and your land thall be defolate, and your cities 
wafte. 34 Then thall the land enjoy her fab- 
baths, as long as it lieth defolate, and ye de in 
your enemies land; even then fhall the land 
reft, and enjoy her fabbaths. 35 As long as it 


lieth defolate, it fhall reft: becaufe it did not 


reftin your fabbaths when ye dwelt upon it. 
36 And upon them that are left ace of you, 
I will fend a faintnefs into their hearts in the 


‘lands of their enemies; and the found of a fha- 


ken leaf fhall chafe them ; and they fhall flee, 
as fleeing from a fword: and they fhall fall when 
none purfueth. 37 And they {hall fall one up- 
on another, as it were before a {fword, when 
none purfueth: and ye fhall have no power to 
ftand before your enemies. 38 And ye fhall 
perifh am@ng the heathen, and the land of your 
enemies {hall eat you up. 39 And they that 


_are left of you, fhall pine away in their miquity 


in your enemies lands; and alfo in the iniquities. 
oftheir fathers fhall they pine away with them. 


After God had fet the blefling before them, “we life and.) 
good which would make them a happy people, if they weuld 
be-obedient ; he here fets the curfe before them, the death and., 
evil, which would make them as miferable if they were. difobe- . 
dient. Let them not think themfelves,fo deeply rooted, as that. ” 
God’s power could not ruin them, or fo highly favoured. as that 
his jultice «vould not ruin them, if they revolted from him, and 
rebelled againft him ; no, You only have I known, and therefore 
L will punifh you foonett and foreft, Amos ili. 2. 

Obferve, Fir/?, How theit fim is defcribed, which would 
bring all this mifery upon them. Not fins of ignorance and’ 
infirmity, God had provided facrifices for thofe ; not the fins 
they repented of, and forfook ; but the fins that:were prefump- 
tuoully committed, and. obitinately perfilted in. 

Two things would certainly bring this ruin upon them, 

L:.] A contempt of God’s commandments, ver.14. If ye will: 
aot hearken to me {peaking to you by the law, nor do all thefe 
commandments, that is, defire and endeavour to do them ;: and: 
wherein you mifs it, make ufe of the prefcribed  remedies.. 
‘Thus their fin is fuppofed to begin in mere. careleflnefs, and ne« 
gle&, and omiffion. ‘That is bad enough, but it makes way 
for worfe: For they are brought io, ver. 15. (1.) De/pifing 
God’s flatutes ; both the duties enjoined, and the authority en- 
joining them.; thinking meanly of the law, and the Law-maker. 
Note, Thofe are haftening apace to their own ruin, wha begin 
to think it below them to be religious. . (2.).Abhborring his 
judgments, and their fouls abhorring them. _ Note, They that 
begin to defpife religion, will come by degrees to loath it: and 
mean though‘s of it will ripen into ill thoughts.of it. They 
that turn: from it,, will turn againft it, and their hearts rife at it. 
(3-) Breakng his covenant, Though every breach of the, 
commandment do not amount to a breach of the covenant, (we 
were undone if.it did;) yet when men are. come to fuch a, 
pitch of impiety, as to defpife and abhor the commandment, the: | 
next ftep will be to di/own God, and all relation to him, 
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They that reje@ the precept, will come at laft to renounce the 
covenant. Obferve, It is God’s covenant they break: He made 
it, but they dreak it. Note, If a covenant be made and kept 
‘between God and man, God muft have all the honour: But 
if ever it be broken, man mutt bear all the blame ; on him fhall 
this breach be.. : 

[2.] 4 contempt of his correétions. Even their difobedience 
would not have been their deftruétion, if they had not been 
obftinate and impenitent in it, notwithftanding the methods 
God took to reclaim them. ‘Their contempt of God’s word 
would not have brought them to ruin, if they had not added 
to that a contempt of his rod, which fhould have brought them 
to repentance. 'Uhree ways this is exprefled. 1. Jf you will 
not for all this hearken to me, ver. 18, 21, 27. If-ye will not 
learn obedience by the things which you fuffer, but be as deaf 
to the /oud alarms of God’s judgments, as you have been to the 
clofe reafonings of his word, and the /ecret whi/pers of your own 
‘eonfciences, you are obftinate indeed. 2. Jf ye will walk con- 
trary to me, ver. 21, 23,27. All finners walk contrary to God, 
to his truths, laws, and counfels, but thofe efpecially that are 
$ncorrigible under his judgments. ‘The defign of the rod is to 
humble them, and foften them, and bring them to repentance ; 
but inftead of this, their hearts are more hardened and exafpe- 
xated againft God, and in their difirefs they tre/pafs yet more a- 
gainfi him, 2 Chron. xxviii. 22. This is walking contrary to 
God. Some read it, If ye walk at all adventures with me, 
carelefsly and prefumptuovfly, as if you heeded not either what 
you do, whether it be right or wrong, or what God doeth with 
you, whether it be for you or againft you, blundering on in wil- 
ful ignorance. 3. Jf ye will not be reformed by thefe things. 


God’s defign in punifhing, is to reform, by giving men fenfible | 


convictions of the evil of fin, and obliging them to feek unto 
him for relief: This is the primary intention ; but thofe that will 
not be reformed by the judgments of God, muft expect to be 
ruined by them. Thofe have a great deal to anfwer for, that 


have been long and. often under God’s correéting hand, and 


yet go on frowardly in a finful way; fick and in pain, and yet 


not reformed ; crofled and impoverifhed, and yet not reformed; 


broken with breach upon breach, yet not returning to the Lord, 
A\mos iv. 6, Jc. 

Secondly, How the mifery is defcribed, which their fin would 
‘bring upon them, under two heads. 

1fi, God himfelf would be againft them; and this is the 
root and caufe-of all their mifery. (1.) [ will fet my face a- 
gainft you, ver. 17,3 te. “ I will fet myfelf againft you, fet 
mydfelf to ruin you.” Thefe proud finners God will refift, 
and face thofe down that confront his authority, Or, the face 
is put for the anger: * I will thew myfelf highly difpleafed at 
you? (2.) L will walk contrary to you, ver. 24,28. With 
the froward he will wreftle, Pfal. xviii. 26. When God in 
his providence thwarts the defigns of a people, which they 
thought well laid; crofleth their purpofes, breaks their mea- 
fures, blafts their endeavours, and difappoints their expeéta- 
tions; then he walks contrary to them. Note, There is no- 
thing got by ftriving with God Almighty: For he will either 
break the heart, or break the neck of thofe that contend with 
‘him ; will bring them either to repentance or ruin. J will 
walk at all adventures with yous {o fome read it: “ All co- 
venant loving kindnefs fhall be forgotten, and I will leave you 
to common. providence.”” Note, Thofe that caft God off, it 
is jut with him to caft them off. (3.) As they continued 
obftinate, the judgements fhould increafe yet more upon them. 
if the firft fenfible tokens of God’s difpleafure do not attain 
their end to humble and reform them, then, ver. 18. 7 will puni/b 
you feven times more; and again, ver. 21. I will bring feven 
times more plagues; and yer. 24. L qwill punifh you yet feven 
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times ; and ver. 28. I, even I, will chaflife you feven times for 
your fins. Note, If leffer judgements do not do their work, 
God will fend greater ; for when he judgeth he will overcome. 
1f true repentance do not flay proce/s, it will go on till execu- 
tion be taken out. Thofe that are obftinate and incorrigible, 
when they have weathered one {torm, muft expec. another 
more violent ; and how feverely foever they are punifhed till 
they are in hell, ftill they muft fay there is worfe behind, un- 
lefs they repent. If the founder have hitherto melted in vain, 
Jer. vi. 29. the furnace will be heated even times hotter, (a 
proverbial expreflion ufed Dan. iti. 19.) and again and again 
Jeven times hotter: And who among us can dwell with fuch 
devouring fire? God doth not begin with the foreft judgements, 
to fhew that he is padient, and delights not in the death of fin- 
ners; but if they repent not, he will proceed to the foreft, to 
fhew that he is righteous, and that he will not be mocked, of 
fet at defiance. (4.) Their mifery is completed in that 
‘threatening, ver. 30. My foul fhall abhor you. ‘That man ts as 
miferable as he can be, whom God abhors ; for his refentments 
are juff and effective. Thus if any man draw back, as thefe 
here are fuppofed to do, Ged’s foul fhall have no pleafure in 
them, Heb. x. 38.; and he will /pue them out of his mouth, 
Rey. ii. 16. It is fpoken of as ftrange, and yet too true, 
Hath thy foul loathed Sion, Jer. xiv. 19. 
2dly; The whole creation would be at war with them, All 
God’s fore judgements would be fent again{ft them; for he 
hath many arrows in his quiver. ‘The threatenings here are 
very particular, becaufe really they were prophecies; and he 
that forefaw all their rebellions, knew they would prove fo; 
fee Deut. xxxi. 16, 29. This long roll of threatenings, fhews, 
that evil purfues finners. 
Here is, [1.] Temporal judgements threatened. — \ 
1. Difeafes of body, which fhould be epidemical, ver. 16. J 
will appoint over you, as tafk-mafters to rule you with rigour, 
terror, confumption, and the burning ague. What we tranflate 
terror, fome think fignifies a particular difeafe, probably (faith 
the learned Bifhop Patrick) the falling ficknefs which is terror 
indeed: All chronical difeafes are included in the confumption; 
and all acute difeafes in the burning ague, or fever. Thefe 
confume the eyes, and caufe forrow both to thofe that are vifited 
with them, and to their friends and relations. Note, All dife | 
eafes are God’s fervants, and do what he appoints them, and 
are often ufed as {courges wherewith he chaftifeth a provoking 
people. The peftilence is threatened, ver. 25. to meet them _ 
when they are gathered together in their cities, for fear of the 
fword. And the greater the concourfe of people is, the great- 
er defolation doth the peftilence make ; and when it gets a- 
mong the foldiers that fhould defend a place, it is of moft fatal 
confequences. Ne 
2. Famine and fcarcity of bread; Which fhould be brought 
upon them feveral ways ; as, ‘(1.) By plunder, ver. 16. Your 
enemies foall eat it up, and carry it off, as the Midianites did, 
Judges vi. 5, 6. (2.) By unfeafonable weather, efpecially 
the want of rain, ver. 19. I will make your heaven as iron 
letting fall no rain, but reflecting ‘fheat; and then the earth 
would of courfe be as dry and hard as brafs; and their labour: 
in plowing and fowing would be in vain, ver. 26.: For the in- 
creafe of the earth depends upon God’s good providence, 
more than upon man’s good hufbandry. This fhould be the 
breaking off the af of bread, ver. 28. which life leans upon, 
and is fupported by, and which perhaps they had leaned more 
upon than on God’s blefling.. There thould be fo great a 
dearth of corn, that whereas every family ufed to fill an oven 
of their own with houfehold bread, now ten families fhould - 
have to fill but one oven; which would bring themfelves, and 
their children and fervants, to /hort allowance, fo that they 
fhould 
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fhould eat and not be fatisfied. The lefs they had, the more 
craving fhould their appetites be. (3.) By the befieging of 
their cities 5 for fure that muft be fuppofed to reduce them to 
fuch extremity, as that they fhould eat the fle/h of their fons 
and daughters, ver. 29. 
3. War, and the prevalency of their enemies over them: Ye 
shall be flain before your enemies, ver. 197. Your choice men 
fhall die in.battle, they that hate you fhall reign over you; and 
juftly, fince you were not willing that the God that loved you 
fhould reign over you, .2 Chron. xii. 8. Miferable is that 
people whofe enemies are their rulers, and have got dominion 
over them, or whofe rulers are become their enemies, and un- 
-der-hand feek the ruin of theirinterefts. Thus God would 
break the pride of their power, ver. 19. God had given them 
power over the nations; but when they, inftead of being 
thankful for that power, and improving it for the fervice of 
God’s kingdom, grew proud of it, and perverted the intentions 
of it, it was jut with God to break it. Thus God would 
bring a [word upon them to avenge the quarrel of his covenant, 
ver. 25. 
covenant with him ; for he will not be mocked by the treachery 
of perfidious men; and one way or other he will avenge this 
quarrel upon thofe that play faft and loofe with him. 

4. Wild beafts ; lions, and bears, and wolves; which fhould 
increafe upon them, and tear in pieces all that came in their 
way, ver. 22.3; as we read of two bears that in an_ inftant 
killed forty and two children, 2 Kings ii. 24. This is one 
of the four fore judgements threatened, Ezek. xiv. 21. which 
plainly refers to this chapter. Man was made to have domi- 

" mion over the creatures; and though many of them are {tronger 
than he, yet none of them could have hurt him, nay, all of 
them fhould have ferved him, if he had not firft. fhaken off 
God’s dominion, and fo loft his own: And now the creatures 
are in rebellion again{t him that 4s in rebellion again{t his Ma- 
ker; and, when the Lord of thofe hofts pleafeth, are the ex- 
ecutioners of his wrath and minifters of his juftice. 

5. Captivity, or difperfion: I will fcatter you among the 

_ heathen, ver. 33. in your enemies land, ver. 34. Never were 
more people fo incorporated and united among themfelves as 
they were ; but for their fin God would {catter them, fo that 
they fhould be loft among the heathen, from whom God had fo 

_ gracioufly diftinguifhed them, but with whom they had wick- 
edly mingled themfelves.. Yet when they were /cattered, di- 
vine juftice had not done with them; but would draw out a 
fword after them, which fhould find them out, and follow them 
wherever they were. God’s judgements, as they cannot be 
out-faced, fo they cannot be out-run. 

6. The utter ruin and defolation of their Jand; which fhould 
be fo remarkable, that their very enemies themfelves, who had 
helped it forward, fhould in the review be a/foni/hed at it, ver. 
32. (1.) Their cities fhould be wafe, forfaken, uninhabited, 
and all the buildings deftroyed ; thofe that efcaped the defo- 

-_ Jations of war, fhould fall to decay of themfelves. (2.) Their 

fandwaries fhould be a defolation, 1. e. their fynagogues where 
they met for religious worfhip every fabbath, as well as their 
tabernacle, where they met thrice a-year. 3. The country it- 

felf fhould be defolate, not tilled or hufbanded, ver. 24, 35.5 

then the land fhould enjoy its fabbaths, becaufe they had not re- 
ligioufly obferved the fabbatical years which God appointed 
them. They tilled their ground when God would have them 
let it reft, juftly therefore were they driven out of it; and the 
expreffion intimates that the ground itfelf was pleafed and ea/y, 
when it was rid of the burthen of fuch finners, under which 
it had groaned, Rom. vill. 20, Fc. The captivity in Baby- 
lon lafted feventy years, and fo long the land enjoyed her fab- 
baths, asvis faid, 2 Chron. sxxvi. 21. with reference to this here. 
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9. The deftrudion of their idols, though rather a mercy than 
a judgement, yet being a neceflary piece of juftice, is here 
mentioned, to fhew what would be the fin that would bring all 
thefe miferies upon them, ver. 30. J will deftroy your high 
places. 'Thofe that will not be parted from their fins by the 


‘commands of God, {hall be parted from them by his judgments 5 


fince they would not deftroy their high places, God would. 
And to upbraid them with the unreafonable fondnefs they had 
fhewed for their idols, it is foretold that their carcafes /bould 
be caf} upon the carcafes of their idols. They that are wedded 
to their lufts, fooner or later will have enough of them. ‘Their 
idols would not be able to help either themfelves or their wor- 
fhippers: but they that made them being like unto them, both 
fhould perith alike, and fall together as blind into the ditch. . 

[2.] Spiritual judgments are here threatened: Which 
fhould feize the mind; for he that made that, can, when he 
pleafeth, make his fword approach unto it. It is here threat- 
ened, 

if, That they fhould find no acceptance with God, ver. 
31. J will not fmell the favour of your fweet odours. Though 
the judgments of God upon them did not part between them 
and their fins, yet they extorted incen/e from them; but in . 
vain, even their incenfe was an abomination, Ifa. i. 11. 

2dly, That they fhould have no courage in their wars, but 
fhould be quite difpirited and difheartened. They fhould not 
only fear and fice, ver. 17. but fear and fall, when none purfu- 
eth, ver. 36. A guilty confcience would be their continual 
terror ; fo that not only the found of a trumpet, but the very 
Sound of a leaf, fhould chafe them. Note, Thofe that caft off 
the fear of God, expofe themfelves to the fear of every thing 
elfe, Prov. xxviii. 1. Their very fears fhould dafh them one a- | 
gainft another, ver. 37, 38.: And they that had increafed one 
another’s guilt, would now increafe one another’s fears. 

3dly, That they fhould have no hope of the forgivenefs of 
their fins, ver. 39. They fhall pine away in their iniquity 3 and. 
how fhould they then live ? Ezek. xxxiit. 10. Note, It is a 
righteous thing with God, to leave thofe to defpair of pardon, 
that have prefumed to fin ; and it is owing to free grace, if we 
are not abandoned to pine away in the iniquity we.are born in, 
and have lived in. 


40 If they fhould confefs their iniquity, and 
the iniquity of their fathers, with their trefpafs 
which they trefpaffed againft me, and that alfo 
they have walked contrary untome; 41 And 
that I alfo have walked contrary unto them, 


and have brought them into the land of their 


enemies, if then their uncircumcifed hearts be 
humbled, and they then accept of the punith- 
ment of their iniquity: 42 Then will I remem- 
ber my covenant with Jacob, and alfo my co- 
venant with Ifaac, and alfo my covenant with 
Abraham will I remember; and I will remem- 
ber the land. 43 The land alfo fhall be left of 
them, and fhall enjoy her fabbaths, while fhe 
lieth defolate without them: and they fhall ac- 
cept of the punifhment of their iniquity: be- 
caufe, even becaufe they defpifed my judge- 
ments, and becaufe their foul abhorred my fta- 
tutes. 44 And yet for all that, when they. be 
in the land of their enemies, I will not caft them 
away, neither will I abhor them, to deftroy 

| them 


De 
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them utterly, and to break my covenant with 
them: for 1 am the Lorp ther God. 45 But 


IT will for their fakes remember the covenant | 


of their anceftors, whom I brought forth out of 
the land of Egypt, in the fight of the heathen, 


that I might be their God: I am the Lorp. 46 — 


Thefe are the ftatutes and judgments, and laws, 
‘which the Lorp made between him and the 


children of Ifrael in mount Sinai, by the hand | 


of Mofes. 


Here the chapter concludes with gracious promifes of the 
return of God’s favour to them upon their repentance, and they 
might not (unlefs it were their own fault) pine away in their 
iniquity. Behold with wonder the riches of God’s mercy to 

_a people that had obftinately ftood it out againft the judgements 
of God, and would never think of furrendering till they were 
reduced to the laft extremity. Yet urn ye to the ffrong hold, 
ye prifoners of hope, Zech. ix. 12. As bad as things are they 
may be mended. Yet there is hope in Lfrael. 

Obferve, Fir/?, How the repentance is defcribed which would 
qualify them for this mercy, ver. 41, 42. The inftances of 
it are three. (1.) Confeffion; by which they muft give glory 
to God, and take fhame to themfelves. There muft be a con- 
feflion of fin; their own, and their father’s which they muit 
lament the guilt of, becaufe they feel the /mare of it; that thus 
they may cut of the entail of wrath. They muft in their con- 
feflion put fin under its worft character, as walking contrary to 
God; that is the finfulnefs of fin, the worft thing in it, and 
which in our repentance we fhould efpecially bewail. ‘There 
mutt alfo be a confeffion of wrath: They muft overlook. the 
inftruments of their trouble, and the fecond caufes; and con- 
fefs that God has walked contrary to them and fo dealt with 
them according to their fins. Such a confefion as this we find 
made by Daniel juft before the dawning of the day of their 
deliverance, chap. ix. ; and the like, Ezra ix. and Neh. ix. 
(2.) Remorfe and Godly forrow for fin: If their uncircumcifed 
hearts be humbled. An impenitent, unbelieving, unhumbled heart, 
is called an uncircumctfed heart ; the heart of a Gentile, that is 
a ftranger to God, rather than the heart of an Ifraelite in co- 
yenant with him. ‘True circumcifion is of the heart, Rom. ii. 
2g. without which the circumcifion of the flefh availeth no- 
thing, Jer. ix. 26. Now, in repentance, this uwncircumcifed 
heart was humbled: i, e. it was truly broken and contrite for 
fin. Note, An humble heart under humbling providences, pre- 
pares for deliverance and true comfort. (3-) Submiffion to the 
juftice of God in all his dealings: Jf they then accept of the 
punifhment of their iniquity, ver. 41.3 and again, ver. 43.3 7 
If they juftify God, and condemn themfelves, patiently bear 
the punifhment, as that which they have well deferved ; and 
carefully anfwer the ends of it, as that which God has qvel/ 
defigned ; accept it as a kindnefs, take it as phyfic, and improve 
it; then they are penitents indeed. : 

Secondly, Flow the mercy is defcribed, which they fhiould 

_ obtain upon their repentance. (1.) They fhould not be abandon- 

ed: Though they have defpifed my judgements, yet for all that I will 
not caft them away, ver. 43,44. He fpeaks as a tender father that 
cannot find in his heart to difinherit a fon that has been very pro- 
voking. How /hall J do it? Hol. ix. 8, 9. Till he ‘had laid the 
foundations of a church for himfelfin the Gentile world, the Jew- 
with church was not quite forfaken nor caftaway, (2-) They fhould 
be remembered : *¢ J will remember the land with favour,”” which 
was grounded upon the promife before, J will remember my co- 
venant, yer. 42 which is repeated, ver. 45- God is faid to 
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remember ihe covenant, when he. performs the -promifes of it, 
purely for his faithfulnefs fake; not becaufe there is any thing 
in us to recommend us to his favour, but becaufe he will be as 
good as his word. ‘This is the church’s plea, Pfal. Ixxiv. 20. 
Have refped unto the covenant. He will remember the con/li- 
tution of the covenant, which is fuch as leaves room for repen- 
tance, and promifeth pardon upon repentance ; and the Medi- 
ator of the covenant, who was promifed to Abraham, Ifaac, 
and Jacob, and was fent when the fulnefs of time came, @ re- 
membrance of that holy covenant. The word covenant is thrice 
repeated, to intimate, that God is ewer mindful of it, and would 
have us to be fo. The perfons alfo with whom the covenant 
was made, are mentioned in an unufual manner, per modum af- 
cenfus, beginning with Jacob, to lead them gradually to the 
moft ancient promife, which was made to the father of the faith- 
ful: Thus, Mic- vil-20-he is faid to performthe truth to Facob, and 
the mercy to Abraham. He wilt for their fakes,ver. 45. (not their 
merits fake, but their benefit’s fake, ) remember the covenant oftheir 
anceflors ; and upon that {core fhew kindnefs to them though moft 
unworthy: They are therefore {aid to be, as touching the eleCtion, be- 
loved for the Father’s fake, Rom. xi. 28. Note, When thofe that 
have walked contrary to Godin away offin, return to him by fincere 
repentance, though he has walked contrary to them ina way of 
judgment, he will return to them in a way of fpecial mercy, purfu-- 
ant to the covenants of redemption and grace. None are fo ready 
to repent, as God is to forgive upon repentance, through Chrift, 
who is given for a covenant. ~ ae as 
Laftly, Thefe are faid to be the laws which the Lord made 
between him and the children of Ifrael, ver. 46. His commu- - 
nion with his church is kept up by his law. He manifefts 
not only his dominion over them, but his favour to them, by 
giving them his law ; and they manifeft not only their holy 
fear, but their holy love, by the obfervance of it: And thus 
it is made between them, rather as a covenant than a laws. 
for he draws with the cords of a man. Rae : 


CHAP. XXVIL. 3 
The loft verfe of the foregoing chapter Jeemed to clofe up this. 
flatute-book 3 yet this chapter is added as an appendix: 
Having given laws concerning appointed inflituted fervicesy, 
bere he diredts concerning vows and voluniary Services, 
the free-will-offerings of their mouth. Perhaps fome de 
vout ferious people among them might be fo affected with 
what Mofes had delivered to them in the foregoing chapters. 
as in a pang of zeal to conlecrate them/elves,. or their catl=. 
dren, or eftates to him: This, because honeftly meant, God 
would accept of ; but becaufe men are apt to repent fuch. 
vows, be leaves room for the redemption of what had been. 
Jo confecrated, at a certain rate. Here is, 1. The law con- 
cerning what was fanthfied to God: Perfons, ver. 2,—8.3. 
Cattle, clean or unclean, ver. 9;—13.; Houfes and lands, 
Ver. 14,-—25.3 with an exception of firfilings, ver. 26, 27.. 
Il. Concerning what was devoted, ver. 28, 29. III. Con- 
cerning tithes, Ver. 30;— 34. rah be 
&, ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 2. 
\ Speak unto the children of Lrael, and fay 
unto them, When a man thall make a fingular 
vow, the perfons /hail be for the Lorp, by thy 
eftimation.. 3 And thy eftimation fhall be, of 
the male from twenty years old, even unto fixty 
years old ; even thy eftimation fhall be fifty 
fhekels of filver, after the jhekel of the fan@ua-~ 


| ary. 4 And if it be a female, then thy eftima- 
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tion fhall be thirty fhekels. 5 And if zr be from 
five years old, even untotwenty years old; then 
thy effimation fhall be of the male twenty fhe- 
kels, and for the female ten fhekels. 
zt be from a month old, ever unto five years old; 
then thy eftimation fhall be of the male five 
fhekels of filver, and for the female thy eftima- 
tion /rall be three fhekels of filver. 7 And if 
it be from fixty years old, and above; if it bea 
male,;then thy eftimation {hall be fifteen fhekels, 
and forthe female ten fhekels. 8 But if he be 
poorer than thy eftimation; then he fhall pre- 
fent himfelf before the prieft,and the prieft fhall 
value him: according to his ability that vowed, 
fhall the prieft value him. 9 And if it bea beaft 
whereof men bring an offering unto the Lorp; 
all that any man giveth of fuch unto the Lorn, 
fhall be holy. 10 He fhall not alter it, nor 
change it, a good for a bad, or a bad. for a good: 
and if he fhall at all change beaft for beatt ; 
then it, and the exchange thereof fhall be holy. 
11 And if 7¢ be any unclean beatt, of which they 
do not offer a facrifice unto the Lory; then he 
fhall prefent the beaft before the prieft: 12. 
And the prieft hall value it, whether it be good 


or bad: as thou valueft it, ‘who art the prieft, | 


fo fhall it be. 13 But if he will at all redeem 
it, then he fhall add a fifth part thereof unto thy 
eftimation. 


This is part of the law concerning fingular vows, extraordi- 
nary ones; which though God did not exprefsly infift on, yet if 
they were confiftent and conformable to the general precepts, 
he would be well pleafed with. Note, We fhould not only afk 
what mu/? we do, but what may we do, for the glory and ho- 
nour of God. As the liberal devi/eth liberal things, Ifa. xxxii. 
8. fo the pious devifeth pious things, and the enlarged heart 
would willingly do fomething extraordinary in the fervice of fo 
good a Mafter as God is. When we receive or expeét fome 

Jfingular mercy, it is good to honour God with fome fingular 
DOW. 

Firfl, The cafe is here put of -perfons vowed to: God by a 
fingular vow, ver. 2. If a man confecrated himfelf, or a child, 
to the fervice of the tabernacle, to be employed there in fome 
inferior office, as {weeping the floor, carrying out athes, runnin 
of errands, or the like, the perfon fo confecrated hall be for the 
Lord, i. e. God will> gracioufly accept the good-will: Thou 
didft well that tt was in thine heart, 2 Chron. vi. 8. But for- 
afmuch as he had no occafion to ufe their fervice about the ta- 
bernacle, a whole tribe being appropriated to the ufe of it, thofe 
that were thus vowed were to be redeemed, and the money 
paid for their redemption was employed for the repair of the 
fanctuary, or other ufes of it; as appears by 2 Kings xii. 4. 
where it is called, in the margin, the money of the fouls of his 

cflimation, 

A book of rates is accordingly provided here, by which the 

_ pricfts ‘were to’ go in their eftimation. Here is, (1.) The rate 
of the middle-aged; between twenty and threefcore: Thefe 
were valued higheft, becaufe moft-ferviceable ; a male fifty: fhe- 
kels, and the female thirty, ver. 3, 4. The females were then 


he Jee Velie Te Gy UF 8; 


- lefs efteemed; but not fo.in Chrifts for in Chri? Sefus there is 
| neither male nor female, Gal. ii. 28. 
| the prime of their time, muft look upon themfelves as obliged 
| to do more in the fervice of God and their generation, than 


6 And if } 


| boufe, is a treafure in a houfe. 
_ the aged qwomen, when he makes them ‘teachers of good things, 
pager 
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Note, Thofe that are in 


can be expected either from minors that are not yet arrived to 
their ufefulnefs, or from the aged that have furvived it.  ( 2.) 
The rate of the youth between five years old and twenty was 
lefs, becaufe they ‘were then lefs capable of doing fervice, ver. 
5. (3.) Infants under five years old were capable of being 


| vowed to God by their parents, even before they were born, 


as Samuel was, but not to be prefented and redeemed till a 
month old; that as one Sabbath pafled over them-before they 


| were circumciféd, fo one new mooh might pafs over them be- 
| fore they were eftimated ; and their valuation was but fraall, 


ver. 6. Samuel, who was thus vowed to God, was not re- 
deemed, becaufe he was a Levite, and a particular favourite, 
and therefore was employed in his childhood:in the fervice of 
the tabernacle. (4.) The aged are valued lefs than youth, but” 
more than children, ver. 7. And the Hebrews obferve, that 


| the rate of an aged woman is two parts of three to that of an 
| aged man, fo that in that age the female came neareft to the 


value of the male; which occafioned (as Bifhop Patrick quotes 
it here) this faying among them, That ‘an old woman in an 
St Paul fets a great value upon 


(5.) The poor fhall be valued according to their 
ability, ver. 8. Something they muft pay, that they might learn 
not to be rafh in vowing to God; for he hath na pleafure in 


_ fools, Eccl. ii. 6.; yet not more than. his ability, but /ecundum 


tenementum, that he might not ruin himfelf and his family by 
his zeal. Note, God expects and requires of men according 
to what they have, and not according to what they have not, 


| Luke xxi. 4. 


Secondly, The cafe is put of beafts vowed to God. (1.) I£ 


- it were a clean beaft, fuch as was offered in facrifice, it mutt 
| not be redeemed, nor an equivalent given for it: J+ /hall be ho- 


ly, ver. 9, 10. After it was vowed, it was not to be pat to 


any common ufe, nor changed upon fecond thoughts: But it 


muft be either offered upon the altar; or if, through any, ble- 


' mifh, it was not meet to be offered, he that vowed it fhould 


not take advantage of that, but the priefts fhould have it for 
their own ufe, (for they were God’s receivers,) or it fhould be 


| fold for the fervice of the fanctuary. @ This teacheth caution in 


making yows, and conftancy in keeping them when they are 
made; for it is a fnare to a man to devour that which is holy, 
and after vows to make inquiry, Proy. xx. 25. ~And to this ' 
that rule of charity feems to allude, 2 Cor. ix..7. Every man 
according as he purpofeth in his heart, fo let him give. (2.) 
Tf it were an unclean beatt, it fhould go to the ufe of the prieft 
at fuch a value ; but he that vowed it, upon paying that value 
in money, and adding a fifth part more to it, might redeem it 
if he pleafed, ver. r1,—13. It was fit men fhauid fmart for 
their inconftancy. God has let us Anow his mind concerning 
his fervice, and he is not pleafed if we do not know our own. 
God expeéts that thofe that deal with him fhould be at a point, 
and fay what they will /and to. 


14 G And when @.man fhall fandify his houfe 
to be holy unto the Lorn; then the prieft fhall 
eftimate it,. whether it-be good or bad; as the 
prieft fhall eftimate it, fo fhall it ftand. 15 And © 


if he that fanGtified it, will rédeem his houfe, 


then he fhalladd the fifth part of the money of 
thy eftimation unto it, and it fhall be his. 16 
And if a man fhall fanctify unto the Lorp fame 
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part of a field of his poffeflion ; then thy eftima- 
~ tion fhall be according to the feed thereof: an 
homer of barley-feed /hall be valued at fifty fhe- 
kels of filver. 17 If he fandtify his. field from 
the year of jubile, according to thy eftimation 
it fhall ftand. 18 But if he fandétify his field 
after the jubile; then the prieft {hall reckon 
unto him the money according to the years that 
remain, even unto the year of the jubile, and it 
fhall be abated from ‘thy eftimation. 19 And 
if he that fan@tified the field, will in any wife 
redeem it; then he fhall add the fifth part of 
the money of thy eftimation unto it, and it fhall 
be affured to him. 20 And if he will not re- 
deem the field, or if he have fold the field to a- 
nother man; it fhall not be redeemed any more. 
21 But the field, when it goeth out in the jubile, 
fhall be holy unto the Logo, asa field devoted: 
the poffeffion thereof fhall be the priefts. 22 
And if aman fanctify unto the Lorn a field 
which he hath bought, which zs not of the fields 
of his poffeffion; 23-Then the prieft fhall rec- 
kon unto him the worth of thy eftimation, even 
unto the year of the jubile: and he fhall give 
thine eftimation in that day, asa holy thing un- 
to the Lorp.. 24 In the year of the jubile, the 
field fhallreturn unto him of whom it was bought, 
even to him to whom the poffeffion of the land 
did belong. 25 And all thy eftimation fhall be 
according to the fhekel of the fanctuary : twen- 
ty gerahs fhall be the fhekel. 


Here is the law concerning real eftates dedicated to the fer- 
vice of God by a fingular vow. 
firft, Suppofe a man, in his zeal for the honour of God, 
fandtify his houfe to God, ver. 14. the houfe mutt be valued by 
the prieft, and the money got by the fale of it was to be con- 
verted to the ufe of the fanctuary, which by degrees came to 
_ be greatly enriched with dedicated things, 1 Kings xv. 15. But 
if the owner be minded to redeem it himfelf, he muft not have 
it fo cheap as another, but muft add a fifth part to the price, 
for he fhould have confidered before he had vowed it, ver. 15. 
To him that was neceflitous, God would abate of the eftima- 


_ Aton of himfelf, ver. 8.; but to him that was fickle and humour- 


fome, and whofe fecond thoughts inclined more to the world 
and his fecular intereft than his firft,; God would rife in the 
price. Bleffed be God, there is a way of /andiifying our houfes 
to be holy unto the Lord, without either felling them or buying 
them. If we and our hou/és ferve the Lord, if religion rule in 
them, and we put away iniquity far from them, and have a church 
in our houfe, * holinefs to the Lord” is written upon it 5, it is 
his, and he will dwell with us in it. 

Secondly, Suppofe aman fanéify fome part of his land to the 
Lord, giving it to pious ufes; then a difference muft be made 
between land that came to the donor by defcent, and that which. 
came by purchafe, and:accordingly the cafe altered. 

[1.] Ifit were the inheritance of his fathers, here called 
the field of his poffeffion, which pertained to his family from the 
Sr{ divifion of Canaan, he might not give it all, no not to the 
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fan&uary ; God would not admit fuch a degree of zeal fas. 
ruined a man’s family. But he might fanétify, or dedicate, 
only fome part of it, ver. 16. And in that cafe, 1. The land 

was to be valued (as our country-men commonly compute land) 

by fo many meafures fowing of barley. So much land as would 
take a homer, or chomer of barley, which contained zen ephahss 
Ezek. xlv. 11. (not, as fome have here miftaken it, an emery 

which was but a tenth part of one ephah, Exod. Xvi. 16. 

was valued at fifty fhekels, a moderate price, ver. 16. ;) and 

that, if it were fanctified immediately from the year of jubile, 

yer. 17.3; but if fome years after, there was to be a difcount 

accordingly, even of that price, ver. 18. And, 2. When the 

value was fixed, the donor might, if he pleafed, redeem it for 

fixty thekels, the Aomer’s fowing, which was with the addition 

of a fifth patt: The money then went to the fan@uary, and the 

land reverted to him that had fandtified it, ver. 19. But if he 

would not redeem it, and the prieft fold it to another; then at 

the year of jubile, beyond which the fale could not go, the 

land came to the priefts, and was theirs for ever, ver. 20, 

21. Note, What was given to the Lord, ought not to be 

given with a power of revocation: What is devoted to the 

Lord, muft be his for ever by a perpetual covenant. 

- [2.] If the land were his own purchafe, and came not to 

him from his anceftors ; then not the land itfelf, but the value 

of it, was to be given to the priefts for pious ufes, ver. 22,— 

24. It was fuppofed, that thofe who by the blefling of God 

were grown forich as to become purchafers, would think them- 

felves obliged in gratitude to fanctify fome part of their purchafe 

at leaft, (and here they are not limited, but that they might, 

if they pleafed, fanctify the whole) to the fervice of God. For 

we ought to give as God profpers us, t Cor. xvi. 2. Purcha- 

fers are in a fpecial manner bound to be charitable. Now, for- 

afmuch as purchafed lands were by a former law to return, at 

the year of jubile, to the family from which they were purcha- 

fed, God would not have that law, and the intentions of it, de~_ 
feated by making the land corban, a gift, Mark vii. 11. But it 


| was to be computed how much the land was worth for fo ma-. 


ny years as were from the vow to the jubile ; for only fo long 
it was his own; and God hates robbery for burnt-offerings, and 
we can never acceptably ferve God with that which we have 
wronged our neighbour of: And fo much money he was to 
give in prefent, and keep the land in his own hands till the year: 
of jubile, when it was to return free of all incumbrances, even 
that of its being dedicated, to him of whom it was bought. The 
value of the fhekel by which all thefe eftimations were to be 
made, is here afcertained, ver. 25.3 it thall be teventy gerabs,. 
and every gerah was fixteen barleycorns, his was fixed be- 
fore, Exod. xxx. 13.3 and whereas there had been fome al- 
terations, it 1s again fixed in the laws of Ezektel’s vifionary 
temple, Ezek. xlv. 12.3 to note that the. gofpel fhould reduce 
things to their ancient ftandard. 


26 € Only the firftlig of the beafts, which 
fhould be the Lorn’s firftling, no man fhall fanc- 


| tify it; whether it be ox, or fheep: it is the 


Lorv’s. 27 And if it be of an unclean beatt, 
then he fhall redeem i¢ according to thine efti- 


. mation, and fhall add a fifth part of it thereto : 


or if it. be not, tedeemed, then it fhall be fold 
according to thy eftimation. 28 Notwithftand- 
ing, no devoted thing that a man fhall devote 
unto the Lorp, of all that he hath, doth of man. 
and beaft, and of the field of his poffeffion, fhall 
be fold or redeemed: every devoted thing zs 

moft, 


ip 


’ 


Chep. XXVIL. 


moft holy unto the Lorp. 29 None devoted, 


which fhall be devoted of men, fhall be re- 


déemed : jbut fhall furely be put to death. 30 
And all the tithe of the land, whether of the 
feed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is 
the Lorn’s: 7t is holy untothe Lorp. 31 And 
if a man will at all redeem ought of his tithes, 
he fhall add thereto the fifth part thereof. 32 
‘And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the 
flock, evén of whatfoever pafleth under the rod; 
the tenth fhall be boly unto the Lorn... 33 He 
fhall not fearch whether it be good or bad, nei- 
ther fhall he change it: and if he change it at 
all, then both it, and the change thereof fhall 
be holy ; it fhall not be redeemed. 34 Thefe 
are the commandments which the Lorp com- 
manded Mofes, for the children of Ifrael, in 
mount Sinal. — | 


Here is, Firfl, A caution given, that no man fhould make 
fuch a jeft-of fanétifying things to the Lord, as to fanctify any 
firftling to him, for that was his already by the law, ver. 26. 
Though the matter of a general vow be that which we were 
obliged to, as of our facramental covenant; yet a fingular vow 

‘ fhould be of that which we are not in fuch circumftances and 
proportions antecedently bound to. The law concerning the 
firftlings of unclean beafts, ver. 27. is the fame with that be- 
fore, ver. 11,12. 

Secondly, Things or perfons devoted, are here diftinguifhed 
from things or perfons that were only fanéified. (1.) Devo- 
ted things qwere moft holy to the Lord; and could neither revert, 
nor be alienated, ver. 28. They were of the fame nature with 
thofe facrifices which were called mo/t holy ; which none might 
_ touch, but only the priefts themfelves. The difference between 
thefe and other fantified things, arofe from the different ex- 
preflion of the vow. Ifa man dedicated any thing to God, 
binding himfelf with a folemn curfe never to alienate it to any 
other purpofe ; then it was a thing devoted. (2.) Devoted per- 
fons were to be put to death, ver. 29. Not that it was in the 
"power of any parent or mafter thus to devote a child or fer- 
vant to death: But it muft be meant of the public enemies of 

Ifrael, who either by the appointment of God, or the fentence 


of the congregation, were devoted ; as the feven nations, with — 


which they muft make no league. The city of Jericho, in 
articular, was thus devoted, Jofh, vi. 17. The inhabitants 
of Jabefh-gilead were put to death for violating the curfe pro- 
nounced upon thofe that came not up to Mizpeh, Judg. xxi. 
9, 10. Some think it was for want of being rightly informed 
of the true intent and meaning of this law, that Jephtha facri- 
ficed his daughter as one, devoted, which might not be re- 
deemed. 
Thirdly, A law concerning tithes; which were paid for the 
fervice of God before the law, as appears by Abraham’s pay- 
ment of them, Gen. xiv, 19. and Jacob’s promife of them, 


Wom: 
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Gen. xxviii. 22. It is here appointed, (1.) That they fhould 


pay tithes of ail their increafe, their corn, trees, and cattle, ver. 
30, 32. Whatfoever produéts they had the benefit of, God 
muft be honoured with the tithe of, if it were titheable. Thus 
they acknowledged God to be the owner of their land, the gi- 
ver of its fruits; and themfelves to be his tenants, and depend- 
ents upon him. Thus they gave hii thanks for the plenty 
they enjoyed, and fupplicated his favour in the continuance of 
it. And we are taught, in general, to honour the Lord with 
our fubftance, Prov. iil, 9 ; and, in particular, to fupport and 
maintain his minifters, and to be ready /o communicate to them, 
Gal. vi. 6. 1 Cor. ix. 11. And how this may be done in a 
fitter and more equal proportion than that of the tenth, which 
God himfelf appointed of old, I cannot fee. (2.) That which 
was-once marked for tithe, fhould. not be altered, no, not for 
a better, ver.33.; for providence directed the rod that marked _ 
them: God would accept it though it were not the beft, and~ 
they muft not grudge it though it were, for it was what paffed 
under the rod. - (3.)'That it fhould not be redeemed, unlefs the 
owner would give a fifth part more for its ranfom, ver. 31. If 
men had the curiofity to prefer what was marked for tithes, 
before any other part of their increafe, it was fit they fhould 
pay for their curiofity. 

The laft verfe feems to have reference to this whole book, 
which itis the conclufion of: Thefe are the commandments 
which the Lord commanded Mojes for the children of Ifrael. 
Many of thefe commandments are moral, and of perpetual ob-- 
ligation: Others of them Ceremonial, and peculiar to the Jew- 
ifh ceconomy ; which yet have a fpiritual fignificancy, and are 
inftructive to us, who are furnifhed with a key to let us into 
the myfteries contained in them; for unto us by thefe inftitu- 
tions zs the go/pel preached, as well as unto them, Heb. iv. 2. 
And upon the whole matter, we may fee caufe to blefs God 
that we are not come to mount Sinai, Heb. xii, 18. (1.) That 
we are not under the dark /badows of the law; but enjoy the 
clear light of the gofpel, which fhews us Chrif the end of the 
law for righteoufnefs, Rom. x. 4. The doétrine of our recon- 
ciliation to God by a Mediator, is not clouded with the {moke 
of burning facrifices ; but cleared by the knowledge of Chri/, 


and him crucified. (2.) That we are not under the heavy yoke 


of the law, and the carnal ordinances of it, (as the apoftle calls 
them, Heb. ix. 10.) impofed till the time of reformation, a yoke 
which nei'her they nor their fathers were able to bear, A&ts xv. 
10.3; but under the fweet and eafy inftitutions of the gofpel, 
which pronounces thofe the true wor/hippers, that worfbip the 
Father in fpirit and truth, by Chrift only, and in his name, who 
is our prieft, temple, altar, facrifice, purification and All. Let 
us not therefore think, that becaufe we are not tied to the ce- 
remonial cleanfings, feafts and oblations, a little care, time, and 
expence, will ferve to honour God with; no, but rather haye 
our hearts more enlarged in free-will-offerings, to his praife, 
more enflamed with holy love and joy, and more engaged in 
ferioufnefs of thoughts, and fincerity of intention: Having bold- 
nefs to enter into the holieft by the blood of Fefus, let us draw 
near witha true heart, and in full affurance of faith, worthip- 
ping God with fo much the more cheerfulnefs and humble con- 
fidence; ftill faying, Bleed be God for Fefus Chrift. 
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Tw titles of the five books of Mofes, which we ufe in sur Bibles, are all borrowed from the Greek. 
tranflation of the Seventy, the moft ancient verfion of the Old Teftament that we know of: 
But the title of this book only we turn into Englith ; in all the reft we retain the Greek word. 
itfelf ; for which difference I know no reafon, but that the Latin tranflators have generally done- 
the fame. Otherwife this. book might as well have been called Arithmoi, the Greek title, as the. . 
firtt Genefis, and the fecond Exodus: Or thofe might as weil. have been tranflated, and: called, 
the firft, The Generation, or Original; the fecond, The Ourlet, or E/cape; as this, Numbers.— 
This book was thus entitled, beeaufe of the numbers of the children of Ifrael fo often mention- 
ed in this book ; and fo well worthy to give a title to it, becaufe it was the remarkable accom- 

_ plithment of God’s promife to Abraham, That his feed fhould be as the flars of heaven for mul- | 
titude. It alfo relates. twonumberings of them; one at mount Sinai, chap. i; the other in the | 
plains of Moab, thirty-nine years after, chap. xxvi. And mot three men the fame in the laft 
account that were in the firft. The book is almoft equally divided between hiftories and laws,,. 
intermixed. I. We have here the hiftories of the numbering and marfhalling of the tribes, chap. 
i.—iy.: The dedication of the altar and Levites, chap. vil. vui.: Théir march, chap. ix. x.: Their 
murmuring and unbelief, for which they were fentenced to wander forty years in the wilder- 
nefs, chaps xi.—xiv.: The rebellion of Korah, chap. xvi. xvu.: And the hiftory of the lait year’ 
of the forty, chap. xx.—xxvi.: The conqueft of Midian, and the fettlement of the two tribes, 
chap. XXxXl. Xxxil.; with an account of their journies, chap. xxxin, II. We have divers laws, 
about the Nazarites, &c. chap. v. vi; and again, about the priefts charge, c. chap. xviii. xix.3. 
Feafts, chap: xxviii. xxix.; and vows, chap. xxx.; and relating to their fettlement in Canaan,. 
chap. XXvil, Xxxiv. Xxxv. xxxvi. An abftraGt of much of this book we have, in a few words, . 
Pfalm xev. 10. Forty years long was I grieved with this generation; and an’ application of it 
to ourfelves, Heb. iv. r. Let us fear, le/t we feem to come /bort. Many confiderable nations there 
were now in being, that dwelt im cities and fortified towns, of which no notice is taken, no ac- 
count kept by the facred hiftory: But very exact records are kept of the affairs of a handful of 

. people, that dwelt in tents, and wandered ftrangely in a wildernets, becaufe they were the chil- 

~ dren of the covenant: For the Lora’s portion is his people, Facob is the lot of bis inheritance. 


@ FAL Baw. Ts LL. The particular number of each tribe, as it was given: 
Lrael was now to be formed into a commonwealth, or a to Mojes, ver. 17;—43.. LV. The fum total of shee ite 
kingdom rother ; for the Lord was their King, (1 Sam.. ver.44,—46. V.dn exception of the Levites,vere47;—545 
Ril, 12.) ther government a theocracy, and Mofes under ; Aone 
him was king in Jefhurtn, Deut. xxxii. 5.. Now for the ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes in the 
right fettlement of this boly flate, next to the infhitution of 4 wildernefs of Sinai, in the tabernacle of 


good laws, was neceffary the inflitution of good orders: an : 
account therefore mufi be taken of the fubjeéls of this king- thie = te ie a on the firft day of the fecond. 
dom. which is done in this chapter. Where. we have, I. month, in the fecond year, after. they were 


Orders: given to Mofes to number the people, ver. 1,—4. come out of the land of Egypt, faying, 2 Take 
Al, Perfons. nominated to offift him herein, ver. 5,16. | ye the fum of all the congregation of the chil- 


dren. 


Chap. i 


dren of Irael, after their families, by the houle 
4 tre ‘ : > © 
-of their fathers, with the number of their names, 
every male by their poll: 3 From twenty years 
old and upward, all that are able to go forth to 
_ war in Ifrael: thou and Aaron fhall number 
them by their armies. 4 And with you there 
fhall-be a‘man of every tribe ; every one head 
of the houfe of his fathers. 5 4 And thefe are 
the names of the men that fhall ftand with you: 


Of the tribe of Reuben; Elizur the fon of She-_ 


deur. ‘6 Of Simeon; Shelumiel the fon of Zu- 
rifhaddai. 7 Of Judah; Nahfhon the fon of 
Amminadab. 8 Of lffachar; Nethaneel the 
fon of Zuar. g Of Zebulun; Eliab the fon of 
Helon: ‘10 Of the children of Jofeph: of E- 
phraim, Elifhama the fon of Ammihud; of Ma- 
nafleh, Gamaliel the fon of Pedahzur. 11 OF 
Benjamin; Abidan the fon of Gideoni. 12 Of 
Dan; Ahiezer the fon of Ammifhaddai. 13 Of 
Afher; Pagiel the fon of Ocran. 14 Of Gad ; 
Eliafaph the fon of Deuel. 15 Of Naphtali; 
Ahira the fon of Enan. 16 Thefe were the re- 
nowned of the congregation, princes of the tribes 
of their fathers, heads of thoufands in Ifrael. 


Here is a commiflion iffued out for the numbering of the 
people of Ifrael ; and David long after paid dear for doing it 
without a commifion. Here is, 

Firfi, The date of this commiflion, ver.1. The place: It is 
given at God’s court in the wilderne/s of Sinai; from his royal 
palace, the tabernacle of the congregation. The time: In the 
_fecond year after they came out of Egypt; we may call it in 
the fecond year of that reign. The laws in Leviticus were gi- 
ven in the frf? month of that year; thefe orders were given in 
the beginning of the fecond month. 

_ Secondly, The diretions given for the execution of it, ver. 
2, 3. (1.) None were to be numbered but the males; and of 
thofe only fuch as were fit for war: None under twenty years 
old; for though fome fuch might have bulk and ftrength enough 
for military fervice, yet in compaflion to their tender years,God 
would not have them put upon it to dear arms. (2.) Nor were 
any to be numbered, that through age or bodily infirmity, blind- 


nefs, lamenefs, or chronical difeafes, were unfit for war. The . 
church being mulitant, thofe only are reputed the true members _. 


of it, that have lifted themfelves /oldiers of Fefus Chrift ; for 
our life, our Chriftian life, is a warfare. (3.) The account was 
to be taken according to their families, that it might not only be 
known how many they were, and what were their names ; but 
of what tribe, and family, or clan, nay, of what particular 
houfe, every perfon was; or, reckoning it the mutter of an 
army, to what regiment every man belonged, that he might 
know his place himfelf, and the government might know 
where to find him, They were numbered a little before this, 
when their poll-money was paid for the fervice of the taberna- 
cle, Exod. xxxviii. -25, 26.; ‘but it fhould feem they were not 
then regiftered by the houfe of their fathers, as now they were. 
That number and this is the fame, fix hundred thoufand and 
three thoufand and five hundred and fifty men ; for as many 
as had died fince then, and were loft in the account, fo many 
‘_ were arrived to be twenty years old, and were added to the 
account. Note, As ome generation paffth away, another gene- 


woud Mis. # Rs: 


451 
ration cometh. As vacancies are daily made, fo recruits are 
daily raifed to fill up the vacancies ; and Providence takes care 
that one time or other, in one place or other, the births fhall 
balance the burials, that the race of mankind and the holy feed 
may not De cut off and extiné. 
Thirdly, Commiffioners are named for the doing of this 
work. Mofes and Aaron were to prefide, ver. 3. And one 
man of every tribe, that was renowned in his tribe, and was pre- 
famed to know it well, was to aflift in it. The princes of the | 
tribes, ver. 16. Note, Thofe that are honourable, fhould ftu; 
dy, tovbe ferviceable: He that is great, let him’be your mini- 


Ser, and fhew, by his: knowing the public, that he deferves to 


be publicly known. "The charge of this mufter was committed 
to him, who was the Jord leutenant of that tribe. 
Now why was this account ordered to be taken and kept? 
For feveral reafons. (1.) To prove the’ accomplifhment of the 
promife made to Abraham, that God would multiply his feed 
exceedingly ; and renewed in Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 14... That his 
Jeed fhould be as the duff of the earth. Now it appears, that 
there did not fail one title of that good promife ; which was an 
encouragement to them to hope, that the other promife of the 
land of Canaan for an inheritance fhould always be fulfilled in 
its feafon. When the number of a body of men is only guef 
fed at upon the view, it is eafy for one that is difpofed to cavil, 
to object, that the conjeéturer is miftaken ; and that if they. 
were to be counted, they would not be found half fo many: 
Therefore God would have //rael numbered, that it might be 
upon record, how vaf{tly they were increafed in a little time ; 
that the power of God’s providence, and the truth of his pro- 
mife, may be feen and acknowledged by all. It could not have 


| been expected, in any ordinary courfe of nature, that-feventy- 


five fouls (which was the number of Jacob’s family when he 
went down into Egypt) fhould in two hundred and fifteen ° 
years (and it was no longer) multiply to fo many hundred thou- 
fands. It is therefore to be attributed to an extraordinary vir- 
tue, in the divine promife and blefling. (2.) It was to inti- 
mate the particular care God himfelf would take of his Ifrael, 
and expected that Mofes and the inferior rulers fhould take of 
them. God is called the Shepherd of I/rael, Pfal. Ixxx. 1. 
Now the fhepherds always kept count of their flocks, and deli- 
vered them dy number to their under-fhepherds, that they might 
know if any were mifling; in like manner, God numbers his 
flock, that of all he took into his fold, he might /o/e none, but 
upon a valuable confideration, even thofe that were facrificed 
to his juftice. (3.) It was to puta differen¢e between ‘the 
true-born Ifraelites, and the mixt multitude that were among 
them. None were numbered but Jfraelites. All the world 
is but as lumber, in comparifon with thofe jewels. Little ac- 
count is made of others; but the faints God has’a particular 
property in, and concern for: The Lord knows them that are 
his, 2'Tim. ii. 19. “Knows them by name, Phil. iv. 3. The 
hairs of their head are numbered ; but he will fay to others, Z 
never knew you, never made any account of you. .(4.) It was 
in order to their being marfhalled into feveral diftriats, for the 
more eafy adminiftration of juftice,and their more regular. march 
through the wildernefs. It is a rout and a rabble, not an ar- 
my, that is not. muftered and put in’ order. 


17 § And Mofes and Aaron took thefe men, - 
which are exprefled by their names. 18 And 
they affembled all the congregation together 
on the firft day of the fecond month, and they 
declared their pedigrees after their families, by 
the houfe of their fathers; according tothe num- 
ber of the names, from twenty years old and 

ade upward 
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upward, by their poll. 41g As the Lorp com- 
manded Mofes, fo he numbered them in the 
“wildernefs of Sinai. 20 And the children of 
Reuben, Ifrael’s eldeft fon, by their generations, 
after their families, by the houfe of their fathers, 
according to the number of the names, by their 
poll, every male from twenty years old and up- 
ward, all that were able to go forthto war; 21 
Thofe that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Reuben, were forty and fix thoufand 
and five hundred. 22 Y Of the children of Si- 
meon, by their generations, after their families, 
by the houfe of their fathers, thofe that were 
numbered of them, according to the number of 
the names, by their polls,every male from twen- 
ty years old and upward, all that were able to 
go forth to war; 23 Thofe that were number- 
ed of them, even of: the tribe of Simeon, were 
fifty and nine thoufand and three hundred. 
24 Y Of the children of Gad, by their genera- 
tions, after their families, by the houfe of their 
fathers, according to the number of the names, 
from twenty years old and upward, all that were 
able to go forth to war; 25 Thofe that were 
numbered’ of them, even of the tribe of Gad, 
were forty and five thoufand fix hundred and 
fifty. 26.4 Of the children of Judah, by their 
generations, after their families, by the houfe of 
their fathers, according to the number of the 
names, from twenty years old and upward, all 
that were able to go forth to war: 27 Thole 
that were numbered of them, even of the tribe 
of Judah, were threefcore and fourteen thou- 
fand and fix hundred. 28 | Of the children of 
}ffachar, by their generations, after their fami- 
lies, by the houfe of their fathers, according to 
the number of the names, from twenty years 
old and upward, all that were able to go forth 
to war; 29 Thofe that were numbered of them, 
even of the tribe of Iflachar, were fifty and four 
thoufand and four hundred. 30 @ Of the chil- 
dren of Zebulun, by their generations, after 


their families, by the houfe of their fathers, ac- | 


cording to the number of the names, from twen- 


ty years old and upward, all that were able to. 


go forth to war; . 31 Thofe that were number- 
ed of them, even of the tribe of Zebulun, were 
fifty and feven thoufand. and four hundred... 32 
@ Of the children of Jofeph, namely, of the chil- 


dren of Ephraim, by their generations, after. | 


their families, by the houfe of their fathers, ac-. 


cording to. the number.of.the names, from.twen-. 
ty years old and upward, all that were able to: 


go forth to war;, 33 Thofe that were number- 
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ed of them, even of the tribe of Ephraim, were 
forty thoufand and five hundred. 34 4 Of the 
children of Manaffeh, by their generations, after 


their families, by the houfe of their fathers, ac- - 


cording to the number of the names, from twen- 
ty years old and upward, all that were able to 
go forth to war; 35 Thofe that were number- 
ed of them, even of the tribe of Manafleh, were 
thirty and two thoufand and two hundred. 
36 9 Of the children of Benjamin, by their ge- 
nerations, after their families, by the houfe of 
their fathers, according to the number of the 
names, from twenty years old and upward, all 
that were able to go forth to war; 37 Thofe 
that were numbered of them, even of the tribe 
of Benjamin, were thirty and five thoufand and 
four hundred. 38 4 Of the children of Dan, 
by their generations, after their families, by the 
houfe of their fathers, according to the number 
of the names, from twenty years old and up- 
ward, all that were able to go forth to war; 39 
Thofe that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Dan, were threefcore and two thoufand 
and feven hundred. 40 Of the children of 
Afher, by their generations, after their families, 
by the honfe of their fathers, according to the 
number of the names, from twenty years old 
and upward, all that were able to go forth to 
war; 48 Thofe that were numbered of them, 
even of the tribe of Afher, were forty and one 
thoufand and five hundred. 42 4 Of the chil- 
dren of Naphtali, throughout their generations, 
after their families, by the houfe of their fathers, 
according to the number of the names, from 
twenty years old and upward, all that were a- 
ble.to go forth to war; 43 Thofe that were 
numbered of them, even of the tribe of Naph- 


) tal, were fifty and three thoufand and four 
hundred. me 


We have here the fpeedy execution of the orders given for. 
the numbering of the people, it was begun the fame day that. 
the orders were given; the firft day of the fecond month: Com- 
pare ver. 18. with ver. 1. Note, When any work is to be 
done for God, it is good to fet about it quickly, while the 
fenfe of duty is {trong and prefling. And for ought. appearsy. 


it was but one day’s work; for many other things were done. 


between and the twentieth day of this month, when they re- 
moved their camp, chap. x. 11. Joab was almoft ten,-months. 
numbering the people in David’s time, 2 Sam. xxiv. 8. But, 
then they were difperfed, now they. lived clofe together ; thex. 


Satan moved the doing of it, now God did. It was the foon-, 


er and the eafier done now, becaufe it had. been done but a. 
while ago, and they needed but review the old books with the: 


} alterations fince made, which probably they had kept an ac-. 


count of as they occurred. — , ie 
In the particulars. here left upon record, we may obferve,, 


[1.] That the numbers are regiftered in wordy at length, (as, 


I may. 
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I may fay,) and not in figures. 'To every one of the twelve 
tribes it is repeated, for the greater ceremony and folemnity of 


the account, that they were numbered by their generations, af- 


ter their families, by the houfe of their fathers, according to the 
aumber of their names: “Vo thew, that every tribe took, and 
gave in the account by the fame rule, and in the fame method, 
though fo many hands were employed init; fetting down their 
nealogy firft, to fhew that their family defcended from 
Trae then the families themfelyes, in their order; then di- 
viding each family into the /oufes or fubordinate families that 
‘branched from it, under thefe the names of the particular per- 
fons, according to the rules of heraldry. Thus every man 
might know who were his relations, or next of kin ; on which 
fome laws we have already met with did depend: Befides 
that the nearer any are to us in relation, the more ready we 
fhould be to do them good. [2.] That they all end with 
hundreds, only Gad with jifly, ver. 25. But none of the num- 
bers defcended to units or tens. Some think it was a fpecial 
providence, that ordered all the tribes juft at this time to be 
even numbers, and no odd or broken numbers among them, to 
- fhew them that there was fomething more than ordinary de- 
figned in their increafe, there being this uncommon in the cir- 
cumftance of it. It is rather probable, that Mofes having 
fome time before appointed rulers of hundreds, and rulers of 
jifties, Exod. xviii. 25. they numbered the people by their re- 
fpective rulers, which would bring the number to even hun- 
dreds or fifties. [3.] That Judah is the moft numerous of 
them all; more than double to Benjamin and Manaffeh, and 
almoft twelve thoufand more than any other tribe, ver. 27. 


It was Judah whom his brethren muft praife, becaufe from him . 


Mefliah the Prince was to defcend; but becaufe that was a 
thing at a diftance, God did many ways honour that tribe in 
the mean time, particularly by the great increafe of it, for his 
fake who was to fpring out of Judah, (Heb. vii. 14.) in the 
fulnefs of time. Judah was to lead the van through the wil- 
dernefs, and therefore was furnifhed accordingly with greater 
{trength than any other tribe. [4.] Ephraim and Manaffeh, 
the fons of Jofeph, are numbered as diftiné& tribes, and both 
together made-up almoft as many as Judah:. This was in pur- 
fuance of Jacob’s adoption of them, by which they were equal- 
led with their uncles Reuben and Simeon, Gen. xlvili. 5 5. and 
the effect: of the blefling of Jofeph, who was to. be a fruitficl 
bough, Gen. xlix. 22. And Ephraim the younger is put fir(t, 
and is more numerous than Manaffeh for Jacob had crofled 
hands, and. forefeen ten thoufands of Ephraim, and thoufands 
of Manaffehs.. The fulfilling of this confirms our faith in the 
{pirit of prophecy with which. the patriarchs were. endued. 
[5.] When they came down into Egypt, Dan had but one fon, 
Gen. xlvi. 23. and fo his tribe was but one family, Numb. xxvi. 
4.2.3 Benjamin had then ten fons, Gen. xlvi..21.:. Yet now 
‘the tribe of Dan is almoft double in-number to that‘ of Benja- 
min. Note, The increafing and diminithing of families doth 
not always go by probabilities. Some are mudiplied greatly and 
again are diminifbed 3 while others that .wefe poor, have fami- 
lies made them like a flock, Pfal. cvii. 38, 39, 41. And fee 
Job xii. 23.. [6.] It is faid of each of the tribes, that thofe 
were numbered who were able to'go forth to war; to. mind, 
them that they had:wars before them, though now, they were 
in peace and met with no oppofition. Let not him that girdeth 
on the harnes, boaft as. though he had put it off. 


_ 44. Thefe are thofe that were numbered, 
which Mofes and Aaron numbered, and the 
princes of Ifrael, being twelve men: each one 


was for the houfe of his fathers, 45 So were. 
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all thofe that were numbered of the children 
of Ifrael, by the houfe of their fathers, from 
twenty years old and upward, all that were a- 
ble to go forth to war in Hrael; 46 Even all 
they that were numbered, were fix hundred 
thoufand and three thoufand and five hundred 
and fifty. . 


We have hére the fum total at the foot of the account ; 
they were in all fix hundred thoufand fighting men, and three 
thoufand five hundred and fifty over. Some think, that when 
this was’their number fome months before, Exod. xxxvili. 26. 
the Levites were reckoned with them; but now that tribe 
was feparated for the fervice of God: Yet fo many more were 
by this time attained to the age of twenty years, as that {till 
they were the fame number ; to fhew, that whatever we part 
with for the honour and fervice of God, it fhall certainly be 
made up to us one way or other. 

Now we fee what a vaft body of men they were. Let us: 
confider, [1.] How much went to maintain all thefe (befides- 
twice as many more, no queftion, of women and children, 
fick and aged, and the mixt multitude) for forty years toge- 
ther in the wildernefs ; and they are all at God’s finding e- 
very day, having their food from the dew of heaven, and not 
from the fatnefs of the earth, O what a great and good 
Houfe-keeper is our God, that hath fuch numbers depending 
on him; and receiving from him every day! [2.] What work 
fin makes with a people. Within forty years, moft of them 
would indeed have died of courfe for the common fin of man- 
kind; for when fin entered into the world, death came with: 
it, and how great are the defolations which it makes in the 
earth! But for the particular fin of unbelief and murmuring, 


-all thofe that were now numbered, except two, laid their bones 


under their iniquity, and pertfhed in the wildernefs.- [3.} 
What a great multitude God’s fpiritual Ifrael will amount to 
at laft. Though at one time and in one place, they feem to 
be but a little flock ; yet when they come all together, they 
fhall be a great’ multitude, innumerable, Rev. xii. 9.: And 
though the church’s Jeginning be small, its latter exd thall great- 
Ly increafe ; a little one fhall become @ thoufand, 

47 4 But the Levites, after the tribe of their 
fathers, were not numbered among them. 48 
For the Lorp had {poken unto: Motes, faying, 
49 Only thou fhalt not number: the tribe of 
Levi, neither take the fum of them, among. the 
children of Ifrael: 50 But thou fhalt appoint. 
the Levites.over the tabernacle: ef: teilimony, 
and over all the veflels thereof, and: over alk- 
things that belong to it: they-fhall bear the ta- 
bernacle, and all the veflels: thereof, and they 
fhall. minifter unto it, and fhall encamp. round. 
about the tabernacle. 51 And when the ta- 
bernacle fetteth forward, the Levites {hall take 
it down: and’ when the tabernacle is to be 
pitched, the Levites fhall fet it up: and the 


-ftranger that cometh nigh, fhall be put to death. - 


52 And the children of I{rael fhall. pitch their 
tents every man by his own camp, .and. every 
man by his own: ftandard, throughout: their. 
53, But the Levites fhall pitch round a..- 
bout. . 


bout the tabernacle of teftimony; that there 
be no wrath upon the congregation of the chil- 
dren of Hrael: “and the Levites fhall keep the 
charge of the tabernacle of teftimony. 54 And 
the children of Ifrael did according to all that 
the Lorp commanded Mofes, fo did they. 


Care is here taken to diftinguifh the tribe of Levi from the 
ref{t of the tribes, which in the matter of the golden calf had 
diftinguithed itfelf, Exod. xxxii. 26. Note, Singular fervices 
fhall be‘recompenfed with fingular honours. Now, 

Firft, It was the honour of the Levites, that they were 
made guardians of the fpiritualities ; to them was committed 
the care of the tabernacle, and the treafures thereof, both in 
their camps and in their marches. (1.) When they moved, 
the Levites were to take down the tabernacle; to carry it, and 
all that belonged to it ; and then to fet é# up again in the place 
appointed ; ver. 50, 51. It was for the honour of the holy 
things, that none fhould be permitted to fee them, or touch 
them, but thofe only who were called of God to the -feryice. 
‘Thus, we all are unfit and unworthy to ‘have fellowfhip with 
God, till firft we are called by his grace into the fellow/bip of 
his fom Fefus Chrift our Lord ; and fo being the fpiritual feed. 
of that great High Prteft, are made prie/s to our God; and it 
is promifed, that God would take Levites to ‘himfelf, even 
from the Gentiles, Ifa. Ixvi. 21. (2.) When they refed, the 
Levites were to encamp round about the tabernacle, ver. 50, 
53-5 that they may be near their work and refidents upon their 
charge, always ready to attend; and that they might be a guard 
upon the tabernacle, to treleme it from being either plundered 
or profaned. They muft pitch round about the tabernacle, 
That there be no wrath upon the congregation; as there would 
be, if the tabernacle and the charge of it were neglected, or 
-thofe crowded upon it that were not allowed to come near. 
Note, Great care muft be taken to prevent fin, becaufe the 
preventing of fin is the preventing of wrath. 

Secondly, it was*their further honour, that as Tfrael, being 
a holy people, was not reckoned among the nations ; fo they, 
being a holy tribe, were notireckoned among other Ifraelites, 

-but numbered afterwards by themfelves, ver. 49. The fer- 
vice which the Levites were to do about the fanatuary, is cal- 
led a warfare, Numb. iv. 23.: And being engaged in that 
warfare, they were difcharged from military fervices, and 
therefore not numbered with thofe that were ¢o go out to war. 
Note, They that minifter about holy things, fhould neither en- 
tangle themfelves, nor be entangled in fecular affairs. The 
miniltry:is 1tfelf work enough for a whole man, and all little 
-enough to be employed in it. It is an admonition to minifters 
to diftinguifh themfelves by their exemplary converfations from 
-common Ifraelites ; not affecting to feem greater, but aiming 
to be really better, every way better, than eihens: 


a 


ils ike sd Si i, BS 
The thoufands of Lfrael having been muttered in the former 
chapter, in this are marfhalled, and a regular difpofition 
made of their camp, by a divine appomtment. — Here, 1s, 
I. A general order concerning it, ver. 1,2. 11. Partien- 
Jar diregtions for the pofting of each of the tribes, in four 
diflind fquadrons, three tribes in each fquadron, (1.) fn 
the van-guard, on the eaft, Fudch, Iffackar, and ZLebulur, 
were pofied, ver. 3,—9. (2.) In the right-wing, fouth- 
ward, Reuben, Simeon. and Gad, ver. 10,—¥ 6 (933) 
In therear, wefward, Ephraim, Manaffeh, and Benja- 
min, wet. 18-24. (4.) In the left-wing, northward, 
Dan, Afher, and Naphtali, ver. 25,—31. (5.), Lhe ta- 
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bernacle in the centre, vet.19. And lafily, The conclufion 


of this appointment, ver. 32,—349 — 


ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, and unto 
Aaron, faying, 2 Every man of the chil- 


dren of Hrael fhall pitch by his own ftandard, 


with the enfign of their father’s houfe: far off 
‘about the tabernacle of the oo oe, fhall 
they pitch. 


Here is the general appointment given both for their order- 
ly encampment ~ where they refted, and their orderly march 
when they moved. Some order, it is likely, they had obfer- 
ved hitherto; they came out of Egypt in rank and file, Exod. 
xy. 18.: But now they are put into a better model. 

Firft, They.all dwelt in tents ; and when they marched, car- 
ried all their tents along with them for they found no city to dwell 
‘in, Pfal. cvii. 4. This reprefents to us our ftate in this werld. 
It is a moveable {tate ; we ave here to-day, and gone to-mer- 
row :.And it is a military ftate; is not our life a warfare? We 
do but pitch our tents in this world, and have in it no continuing 


city. Let us therefore, while we are pitching in this world, be 


pr effing thr ough i it. 
Secondly, Thofe of a tribe were to pitch together, every man 


| by his own flandard. Note, It is:the will of God, that mutu-_ 
al love and affection, converfe and communion, fhould be kept 


up among relations. Thofe that are of “Ain to each other, 


fhould, as. much as they can, be acquainted with each other 3 . 


and the bonds of nature fhould be improved for. the reer, 
ening of the bonds of Chriftian communion. 

Thirdly, Every one mutt énow his place, and keep in it: 
They were not allowed to ix where they pleafed, nor to re« 
-move when they pleafed ; but God quarters them, with @ 
‘charge to-abide in their quarters. 
points us the bounds of our habitation, and to him we muft re- 
fer ourfelves:: He fhall chufe our inheritance for us, (Pfal. xlvii. 
-4.); and in his choice we muft acquiefce, and not love to flit, 
nor be as the bird that wanders from her nef. 


Fourthly, Every. tribe had its ftandard, flag, or enfign, and 


it fhould feem every family had fome particular enfign of their 


father’s boufe, which were carried, as with us the colours of 
each troop or company ina regiment are. Thefe were of ufe 
‘for the diftinétion of tribes and families, and the gathering and. 
keeping of them together; in allufion to which the preaching 
vof the gofpel is faid to J ift-up an. enfign, to which the Gentiles 


foall feck, and by which they fhall pitch, Ifa. xi. 10, 12. > 
Thefe: . 


Note, God is the. God of order, and not of confufion. 
ftandards made this mighty army feem more beautiful to its 
friends, and. more. formidable to its enemies. "The church of 
Chrift is faid to be as terrible as an army with banners, Cant. 
vi. 0. It is uncertain how thefe ftandards were diftinguifh- 
ed. Some conjecture, that the {tandard of each tribe was of 
the fame colour with the precious ftone in which the name of 
that tribe was written in the high prieft’s ephod, and that was 
all the difference. Many of the modern Jews think there-was. 


fome coat of arms painted in each ftandard, which. had refer-_ 


ence to the blefling of that tribe by Jacob: Judah bore a lion, 
Dan a ferpent, Naphtali a hind, Benjamin a wolf, &c, Some 
of them fay the four principal ftanidartts were Judah a lion, 
Reuben a man, Jofeph an ox, and Dan an eagle 5 making the 

appearances in Ezekiel’s vifion to allude to it. 
the name of each tribe was written in its ftandard. . Whate- 
ver it was, no doubt it gave a certain dire@tion. 

Hifthly, They were to pitch about the tabernacle, which 
was to be in the mid{t of them, as the tent or pavilion of a ge- 
neral in the centre of an army. ‘They muft encamp round 

the 


Note, It is God that ap- 


(Sther" 's fay, 
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the Pearls (1.) That it aicks be equally a comfort and 
joy to them all,eas it was a token of God’s gracious prefence 
with them, Pfal. xlvi. 5. God is in the midft of her, foe Joall 
not be moved. Their camp had reafon to be Acarty, when thus 
they had Godin the deart of them; to have bread from hea- 
ven every on round about their camps and fire from heaven 
with other tokens of God’s favour in the midft of their camp, 
were abundantly fufficient to anfwer that queftion, Zs the Lord 
among us, or is he not? Happy art thou, O Hrael? It is pro- 
bable the doors of all their tents were made to look towards 
the tabernacle from all fides, for every Ifraelite fhould, have 
his eyes always towards the Lord; therefore they wor/bipped 
at the tent door. he tabernacle was in the mid/? of the camp, 
that it might be'near to them; for it is a very defirable thing, 
to have the folemn adminittration of holy ordinances near us, 
and within our reach. The kingdom of God is among you.. 
(2.) That they might be a guard and defence upon the taber- 
nacle and the Levites on every fide. No invader could come 
near God’s tabernacle, but he mutt firft penetrate the thickeft 
of their {quadrons. Note, 1f God undertake the protection of 
our comforts, we ought in our places to undertake the protec- 


tion of his inftitutions, and {tand up in defence of his honoury, 


and intereft, and minitters.. 

Sixthly,, Yet they were to pitch afar of, in reverence to the 
fan@tuary, that it might not feem crowded, and thruft up a- 
mong them; and that.the common bufinefs of the camg might 
be no annoyance to it. They were alfo taught to keep 


their diftance, left too much familiarity fhould breed contempt.. 


It is fuppofed from Joh. iii. 5. that the difference between the 
neare(t part of the camp and the tabernacle, (or perhaps be- 
tween them and the’camp of the Levites, who pitched near 


the tabernacle) was tebo thoufand cubits, that is a thoufand: 


yards, a little more than half a meafured mile with us; but 
the outer-parts of the camp muft needs be much farther off. 


Some compute that the extent of their camp could be no lefs: 
than: twelve. miles fquare ;, for it was like a moveable city, with.. 


{treets and lanes in which perhaps the manna fell,.as well as on 


the outfide of the camp, that they might have it at their doors. . 


In the Chriftian church we read of a ¢hrone,. (as in the taber- 
nacle there. was the mercy-féat,) which is called.a glorious high 
throne from the beginning, Jer. xvii. 12.; and that throne /ur- 
rounded-by {piritual; Ifraelites, twenty-four elders, double to the 
number of the tribes, clothed in white raiment, Rev. iv. 45; 
and the banner over them is /ove 
as they: were, to pitch afar off; no, we are invited to draw 
near,-and come boldly. ‘The faints of the Moft High are. faid 
to. be round about him, Pfal. Ixxvi. 12. God by his grace 
keeps us clofe to him. , 


- 3-4 And on the eaft-fide toward the rifing 
of na fun, fhall they of the ftandard of the camp 


of Judah pitch, throughout their armies: and 


Nahfhon the fon of Amminadab /hall be cap-. 


tain of the children of Judah. 4 And his hoft, 
and thofe that were. numbered’ of them, were 
threefcore and fourteen thoufand and fix hun- 
dred. 5 And thofe that do pitch next unto 


him, /ba/l be the tribe of Machar: and Netha-. | 


neel the fon of Zuar /hadl be captain of the:chil- 
dren of Iffachar.. 6 And his hoft, and thofe 
that were numbered thereof, were fifty and 
four thoufand and four hundred.. 7 Then the 
tribe of Zebulun: and Eliab the fon of Helon, 
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| the camp. of Judah, were 


: But we are. not ordered,, 
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fball be captain of the childten of Zebulun. 


8 And his hoft, and thofe that were. numbered. 
| thereof, were fifty and feven*thoufand. and 


four hundred. g All that were numbered in 
an hundred thou- 
fand and fourfcore thoufand and fix thoufand 
and. four hundred, throughout their armies’: 
thefe fhall firft fet forth. 10 On the fouth 
fide /ball be the ftandard of the camp of Reu. 
ben, according. to their armies: and the cap=— 
tain of the children of Reuben, Mall be Elizur 
the fon of Shedeur. rz And his hoft, and: 
thofe that were numbered thereot, were forty 
and fix thoufand. and five hundred. 12 And 
thofe which pitch by him, fault be the tribe of 
Simeon: andthe captain. of the children of 
Simeon, /bail be Shelumiel the fon of Zurifhad- + 
dai. 13 And his hoft, and thofe that were. 
numbered of them, were fiftyeand nine thou- 
fand and three, hundred.. 14 Then the tribe 
of Gad: and the captain of the fons of Gad, 
foail be Eliafaph the fon of Reuel. 15 And 
his hoft, and thofe that-were numbered of them, 
were forty and five thoufand and fix. hundred- 
, and fifty... 16 All that were numbered. in’ the 
-camp of Reuben, were an hundred. thoufand. 
and fifty and one thoufand and four. hundred. 
and fifty, throughout their armies: and they 
' fhall fet forth in the fecond rank. 17 Then 
the tabernacle of the Pp amare fet for- 
ward with the-camp of the Levites, in the midft 
of the camp: as they encamp, fo’ fhall they 
fet forward, every: man. in his place by their 
flandards. 18 @ On the wetft-tide (ball be 
the ftandard-of the camp: of Ephraim, aecord= 
ing to their armies: and the captain. of the fons.” 
of Ephraim, /ball be Elifhama the fon of Am- 
mihud. 19 And his hoft, and thofe that were 
numbered.of them, were forty. thoufand and 
. five hundred. 20. And by him /dall be the 
tribe of Manaffeh: and the captain.of the chil- 
dren of Manafieh, /ball be Gamaliel the fon of - 
Pedahzur. 21 And his hoft, and thofe that 
were numbered of them, were thirty and two~ 
thoufand and two hundred... 22.Then the tribe 
of Benjamin: and the captain .of the fons of 


| Benjamin, /hall be Abidan the fon.of Gideon. 


23 And his hoft, and thofe that were number- 
ed_.of them, were thirty and five thoufand and 
. four hundred. 24 All that were numbered. of 
the camp of Ephraim, were an. hundred thou- 
fand and. eight thoufand and an» hundred, . 
| throughout their armies: and they hall go for- 
ward-in the third rank, 2 5 { The ftandard of 
thez 
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the camp of Dan /hall be on the north-fide by 
their armies: and the captain of the children 
of Dan, /hall be Ahiezar the fon of Ammifhad- 
dai. 26 And his hoft,’and thofe that were 
numbered of them, were threefcore and two 
thoufand and feven hundred. 27 And thofe 
that encamp by him, /ball be the tribe of Afher: 
‘and the captain of the children of Afher, /bad/ 
be Pagiel the fon of Ocran. 
and thofe that were numbered of them, were 
. forty and one thoufand and five hundred. 29 
Then the tribe of Naphtali: and the captain of 
the children of Naphtali, /bal/ be Ahira the fon 
of Enan. 30 And his hoft, and thofe that were 
numbered of them, were fifty and three thou- 
fand and four hundred. 31 All they that were 
numbered in the camp of Dan, were an hun- 
dered thoufand and fifty and feven thoufand 
and fix hundred: they fhall go hindmoft with 
their ftandards. 324] Thefe are thofe which 
were numbered of the children of Irael, by the 
houfe of their fathers; all thofe that were num- 
bered of the camps throughout their hofts, were 
fix hundred thoufand and three thoufand and 
five hundred and fifty. 33 But the Levites 


were not numbered among the children of If | 


‘rael; as the Lorp commanded Mofes. 34 
And the children of Irael did according to all 
that the Lorp commanded Mofes: fo they 
pitched by their ftandards, and fo they fet for- 
ward, every one after their families, according 
‘to the houfe of their fathers. 


We have here the particular diftribution of the twelve tribes. 


into four {quadrons, three tribes in a fquadron, one of which 
“was to‘Jead the other two. 


‘Obferve, Lrff, God himfelf appointed them their place, to | 


prevent {trifevand envy among them. Had they been left to 
determine precedency among themfelves, they would have been 
in danger of quarrélling with one another ; as the difciples, who 
{trove which fhould be greate/, each would have had a pretence 
to be firft, or at leaft not to be laft. Had it been left to Mo- 
fes to determine, they would have quarrelled with sim, and 
charged him with partiality. Therefore God doeth it, who is 
himfelf the fountain and judge of honour, and in his appoint- 
ment all miu(t acquiefce. If God in his Providence advance 
others above us, and abafe us, we ought to be as well fatisfied 
in his doing it that way, as if he did it, as this was done here, 
by a voice out of the tabernacle; and this confideration, that 
it appears to be the will of God it fhould be fo, fhould effec- 
tually filence all envies and difcontents. And as far as our 
place comes to be our choice, our Saviour hath given us a rule, 
Luke xiv. 8. Sit not down in the higheft room ; and another, 
Mat. xx. 27. He that will be chief, let him be your fervant. 
Thofe that are moft humble and motft ferviceable, are really 
amoft honourable. 

Secondly, Every tribe had a captain, a prince, or commander 
‘in chief, whom God himfelf nominated, the fame that had been 
appointed to number them, chap. i. 5. Our being all the chil- 
dren of one Adam, ‘is fo far from juftifying the /evellzrs, and 


28 And his hoft,: 
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taking away the diftinftions of place and honour, that even 
among the children of the fame Abraham, the fame Jacob, 
the fame Judah, God himfelf appointed that one fhould be cap- 
tain of all the reft. There are powers ordained of God, and 
thofe to whom Aonour and fear is due, and mutt be paid. Some 
obferye the fignificancy of the names of thefe princes, at leaft 
in general how much God was in the thoughts of thofe that 
gave them their names; for moft of them have E/, God, at 
one end or other of their names. Methaneel, The gift of Gods 
Eliab, My God a Father ; Elizur, My God a Rock; Shela- 
miel, God my Peace; Eliafaph, God has added; Elifhamah, 
My God hath heard ; Gamatiel, God my reward ; Pagiel, God 
has met me. By which it appears that the Lfraefites in Egypt 
did not quite forget the name of their God; but when they 
wanted other memorials, preferved the remembrance of it in 
the names of their children, and therewith comforted them- 
felves in their affliction. 

Thirdly, Thofe tribes were placed together under the fame ' 
ftandard that were neareft of kin to each other. Judah, Ifla- 
char, and Zebulun, were the three youngeft fons of Leah, and 
they were put together ; and Iffachar and Zebulun would not 
grudge to be under Judah, fince they were his younger bre- 
thren. Reuben and Simeon would not have been content in 


‘their place ; therefore Reuben Jacob’s eldeft fon, is made chief 


of the next {quadron: Simeon; no doubt, is willing to be un- 
der hint; and Gad the fon of Zilpah, Leah’s handmaid, is 
fitly added to them in Levi’s room. Ephraim, Manaffeh, and 
Benjamin, are all, and only, the pofterity of Rachel. Dan, 
the eldeft fon of Bilhah is made a leading tribe, though the fon 
of a concubine, that more abundant honour might be beftowed 
on that which lacked; and it was faid that Dan fhould judge 
his people, and to him were added the two younger fons of the 
handmaids. Thus unexceptionable was the order in which 
they were placed. Wea he 
Fourthly, The tribe of Judah was in the firft poft of ho- 
nour ; encamped towards the rifing of the fun; and in their 
marches led the van; not only becaufe it was the moft nu- 
merous tribe, but chiefly becaufe frony that tribe Chrift was 
to come, who 1s the Lion of the tribe of Sudah, and was to 
defcend from the loins of him who was now nominated chief 
captain of that tribe. Nahthon is reckoned among the anceftors 
of Chrift, Mat, i. 4. So that when he went before them, 
Chrift himfelf went before them in effect, as their Leader. Ju- 
dah.was the firft of the twelve fons of Jacob that was d/efed; 
Reuben, Simeon, and Levi, were cenfured by their dying fa- 
ther: He therefore being firft in blefling, though not in birth, 
is put firft, to teach children how much to value the {miles of 
their godly parents, and dread their frowns. 
Fifth'y, The-tribe of Levi pitched clofe about the taberna- 
cle, within the reft of their tribes, ver. 17. ‘They mutt de- 
fend the fanctuary, and then the reft of the tribes muft defend 
them. Thus in the vifion John faw of the glory of heaven, - 
between the elders and the throne were four Jiving creatures 
full of eyes, Rev. vi. 6, 10. Civil powers fhould proteé the 
peleions interefts of a nation, and be a defence upon that 
SiOlys : é mo 
Sixthly, The camp of Dan, (and fo that tribe is called long 
after their fettlement in Canaan, Judg, xiii. 25. becaufe cele- 
brated for their military prowefs,) though pofted in the 
left wing when they encamped, was ordered in their march to 
bring up the rear, ver. 31. They were the moft numerous 
next to Judah ; and therefore were ordered into a poft, which, 
next to the front, required moft ftrength ; for as the ftrength 
is, fo fhall the day be. Lafly, The children of Ifrael obfer- 
ved the orders given them, and did as the Lord cammanded 
Mojfes, ver. 34. They put themfelves in the pofts afligned 
them, 
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fight of it, Numb. xxiv. 5. 


Chap. Il. 


them, without murmuring or difputing. And as it was their 
fafety, fo it was their beauty; Balaam was charmed with the 
How goodly are thy tents O Facob! 
Thus the gofpel-church, called the camp of faints, ought to be 
compa together, according to the {cripture-model, every one 


knowing and keeping his place; and then all that wifh well to — 


the church rejoice, beholding their order, Col. ii. 5. 


CF API, 


This chapter and the next are concerning the tribe of Levi, 
which was to be mvftered and marfhalled by zt/elf, and not 
in common with the other tribes; which fgnified the par- 
~ ticular honour put upon them, and the particular duty and 
' Service required from them. The Levites are in this chap- 
ter confidered, 1. As attendants on, and affiftants to, the 
priefs in the temple/Jervice, And fo we have an account, 
(1.) Of the priefis themfelves, ver. 1,-4.3 and their 

_ work, ver. 10. (2.) Of the gift of the Levites to them, 
ver. §.—9. In order to which they are muftered, ver. 
14,—16. 5 and the fum of them taken, ver. 39. Each 

‘. particular family of them 1s muftered, has tts place af- 
Signed, and tts charge; the Gerfbonites, ver. 18,—26. ; 
- the Kohathites, ver. 27,—32 3 the Merarites, ver. 33,— 39. 
II. Ar equivalents for the firf-born, ver. 11,13. (1.) 
The firft-born were numbered, and the Levites taken in- 

- flead of them, as far as the number of the Levites went 
ver. 40,—45. (2.) What firfi-born-there were more 

than the Levites were redeemed, ver. 46,—54. 


HESE alfo are the generations of Aaron 
and Mofes,; in the day that the Lorp 

fpake with Mofes in mount Sinai. 2 And thefe 
are the names of the fons of Aaron; Nadab the 
firft-born, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 
3 Thefe are the names of the fons of Aaron, the 


priefts which were anointed, whom he confe-. 


crated to minifter in the priefts office. 4 And 
Nadab and Abihu died before the Lorp, when 
they offered ftrange fire before the Lorn, in the 
wildernefs of Sinai, and they had no children: 
and Eleazar and Ithamar miniftred in the priefts 
office in the fight of Aaron their father. 5 


And- the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 6 


Bring the tribe of Levi near, and prefent them 
before Aaron the prieft, that they may minifter 
unto him. 7 And they fhall keep his charge, 
and the charge of the whole congregation be- 
fore the tabernacle of the congregation, to do 
the fervice of the tabernacle. 8 And they fhall 
Keep all the inftruments of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and the charge of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, to do the fervice of the taberna- 
cle. g And thou fhalt give the Levites unto 
Aaron and to his fons: they are wholly given 
unto him out of the children of Ifrael. 
thou fhalt appoint Aaron and his fons, and they 


fhall wait in their prietts office: and the itran- - 


ger that cometh nigh,’fhall be put to death. 
11 4 And the Lorp fpake uato Mofes, faying, 
WMOL, IT. 2° ! 
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12 And I, behold, I have taken the Levites 
from among the children of Ifrael, inftead of 
all the firft-born that openeth the matrix among 
the children of Lfrael: therefore the Levites 
fhall be mine, 13 Becaufe all the firft-born are 
mine; for on the day that I {mote all the firft- 
born in the land of Egypt, I hallowed unto me 
all the firft-born in If{rael, both man and beaft, 
mine they fhall be: I am the Lorp. — ‘ 


Here, Firfl, The family of Aaron is confirmed in the 
priefts office, ver. 10. They had been called to it before, and 
confecrated: here they are appointed to wait on their pricfls 
office. The apoftle ufeth this phrafe, Rom. xii. 7. Let us 
wait on eur minifiry. ‘The work and office of the miniftry 
requires a con{tant attendance, and great diligence ; fo frequent 
are the returns of its work, and yet fo tranfient is favourable 
opportunities, that it muft be waited on. Here is repeated 
what was faid before, chap. i. 51. The firanger that cometh nigh 
Joall be put to death ; which forbids the invading of the priefts 
office by any other perfon whatfoever : None mutt come nigh to 
minifter, but Aaron and his fons only: all others are frangers. 
It alfo lays a charge upon the priefts as door-keepers in God’s 
houfe, to take care that none fhould come near who were for- 
bidden by the law: They muft keep off all intruders, whofe 
approach would be to the profanation of the holy things ; tell- 
ing them, that if they came near it was.at their peril, they 
would die by the hand of God, as Uzziah did. The Jews fay, 
that afterwards there was hung over the door of the temple a 
golden fword, (perhaps alluding to that flaming {word at the 
entrance of the garden of Eden,) on which was engraven, The 
Stranger that cometh nigh fall be put to death. 

Secondly, A particular account is given of this family of 
Aaron. What we have met with before concerning them, is 
here repeated. (1.) The confecration of al/ the fons of Aa- 
ron, ver. 3. They were all anoimted to minifter before the . 
Lord ; though it appeared afterwards, and God knew it, that 
two of them were wife, and two were fooli/fh. (2.) The fall 
of the ¢wo eldef, ver. 4. They offered ftrange fire, and died 
for fo doing before the Lord. ‘This is mentioned here in the 
preamble concerning the priefthood, for warning to all fucceed- 
ing priefts: To let them know by this example, that God is 
a jealous God, and will not be mocked; the holy anointing oil 
was an honour to the obedient, but not a fhelter to the difobe- 
dient. It is here faid, they had no children y providence fo or- 
dering it for their greater punifhment, that none of their de- 
fcendants fhould remain to be priefts, and fo bear up ¢heir name 
who had profaned God’s name. (3.) The continuance of 
the two younger: Eleazar and Ithamar miniftered in the fight 
of Aaron. It intimates, 1/7, The care they took about their 
miniftration, not to make any blunders: ‘They kept under their 
father’s eye, and took inftruétion from him in all they did, be- 
caufe probably Nadab and Abihu got out of their father’s fight 
when they offered flrange fire. Note, It is good for young - 
people to act under the condué and infpection of thofe that are 
aged and experienced. 2d/y, The comfort Aaron took in it: 
It pleafed him to fee his younger fons behave themfelves pru- 
dently and gravely, when his two elder had mifcarried. Note, 
It is a great fatisfaction to parents, to /ee their children walk in 
the truth, 3 John ver. 4.  3dlyy A grant is made of the Le- 
vites to be afliftants to the priefts in their work; Give the Le- 
vites to Aaron, ver.g. Aaron was to have a greater pro- 
priety in, and power over, the tribe of Levi, than any other ; 
of the princes had in and ever their refpeétive tribes, ‘There. 
was a great deal of work belonging to the priefts office, and 
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there was but three pair of handsto do it all, Aaron’s, and his 
two fons; for it doth not appear that they had either of them 
any children at this time, at leaft not any that were of age to 
minifter ; therefore Ged appoints the Levites to attend upon 
them. Note, Thofe whom God finds work for, he will find 
help for 
Here is, [1-] The fervice for which the Levites were de- 
figned : They were to minifler to the priefts, in their miniftra- 
tion to the Lord, ver. 6.; and to keep Aaron’s charge, ver. 7.3 
as the deacons to the Li/bops in the evangelical conftitution, 
ferving tables when they waited on their miniftry. The Le- 
vites killed the facrifices; and then the priefts needed only to 
fprinkle the blood, and burned the fat: ‘The Levites prepared 
the incenfe ; the priefts burn it, 1 Chron. ix. 26. They were 
‘to keep, not only Aaron’s charge, but the charge of the whole 
congregation. Note, It is a great truft that is repofed in mini- 
fters, not only for the glory of Chrift, but for the good of his 
church ; fo that they muft not only keep the charge of the great 
High Prieft, but muft alfo be faithful to the fouls of men, in 
truft for whom a difpenfation is committed to them. [2.] The 
confideration upon which the Levites were demanded: They 
were taken inflead of the firft-born. The prefervation of the 
Jjirft-born of Ifracl, when all the firft-born of the Egyptians 
(with whom there were many of them mingled) were de/frayed, 
was looked upon by him who never makes any unreafonable 
demand, as caufe fufficient for the appropriating of all the firft- 


born from thenceforward to himfelf, ver. 13. All the firft-born | 


are mine. Uhat was fufficient to make them his, though he 
had given no reafon for it; for he is the fole fountain and Lord 
of all beings and powers: But becaufe all obedience muft flow 
from love, and aéts of duty muft be aéts of gratitude, before 
they were challenged into peculiar fervices, they were crowned 
with peculiar favours. Note, When he that made us faves us, 
we are thereby laid under further obligations to ferve him, and 
five to him. God’s right to us by redemption, corroborates 
the right he has to us by creation. 

Now, becaufe the firft-born of a family are generally the fa- 
vourites, and fome would think it a difparagement to have their 
eldeft fons fervants to the priefts, and attending before the 
door of the tabernacle, God took the tribe of Levi entire for 
his own, in lieu of the firft-born, ver. 12. Note, God’s in- 
{titutions put no hardfhips upon men in any of their juft in- 
terefts, or reafonable affections. It was prefumed the Lraelites 
would rather part with the Levites than with their firft-born ; 
and therefore God gracioufly ordered the exchange: Yet for 
us he fpared not his own Son. 


14 Y And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes in the 
the wildernefs of Sinai, faying, 15 Number the 
children of Levi, after the houfe of their fathers, 
by their families : every male from a month old 
and upward, fhalt thou number them. 16 And. 
Mofes numbered them according to the word 
of the Lorn, as he was commanded. 
thefe were the fons of Levi, by their names; 
Gerfhon, and Kohath, and Merari. 
thefe are the names of the fons of Gerfhon by 
their families; Libni, and Shimei. 19 And the 
fons of Kohath by their families; Amram, and 
Izehar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 20 And the fons 
of Merari by their families; Mahli, and Muthi: 
thefe are the families of the Levites, according 
to the houfe of their fathers. 2z Of Gerfhon 
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| of it, for all the fervice thereof. 
| Kohath was the family of the Amramites, and 
| the family of the Izeharites, and the family of 


17 And . 
18 And 
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was the family of the Libnites and the family 
of the Shimites: thefe are the families of the 
Gerfhonites. 22 Thofe that were numbered of 
them, according to the number of all the males, 
from a month old and upward, even thofe that 
were numbered of them, were feven thoufand 
and five hundred. 23 The families of the Ger- 
fhonites fhall pitch behind the tabernacle weft- 
ward. 24 And the chief of the houfe of the 
father of the Gerfhonites, /ball be Eliafaph the 
fon of Lael. 25 And the charge of the fons of 
Gerfhon, in the tabernacle of the congregation, 


Jball be the tabernacle, and the tent, the cover- 


ing thereof, and the hanging for the door of 


'* the tabernacle of the congregation: 26 And 


the hangings of the court, and the curtain for 
the door of the court, which zs by the taberna- 
cle, and by the altar round about, and the cords. 
27 ¥ And of 


the Hebronites, and the family of the Uzzie- 
lites: thefe are the families of the Kohathites. 


28 In the number of all the males, from a 
- month old and upward, were eight thoufand 


and fix hundred, keeping the charge of the 
fanctuary. 29 The families of the fons of Ko- 
hath fhall pitch on the fide of the tabernacle 
fouth-ward. 30 And the chief of the houfe of 
the father of the families of the Kohathites, /hall 
be Elizaphan the fon of Uzziel. 31 And their 
charge /hall be the ark, and the table, and the. 
candleftick, and the altars, and the veffels of 
the fanctuary wherewith they minifter, and the 
hanging, and all the fervice thereof. 32 And 
Eleazar the fon of Aaron the prieft, /badl be 
chief over the chief of the Levites, and have 


the overfight of them that keep the charge of 


the fanctuary. 33 {| Of Merari was the family 
of the Mahlites, and the family of the Muthites: 
thefe are the families of Merari. 34 And thofe 
that were numbered of them, according to the 
number of all the males from a month old and: 
upward, were fix thoufand and two hundred.. 


35 And the chief of the houfe of the father of 


the families of Merari, was Zuriel the fon of 


Abihail: ¢efe fhall pitch on the fide of the ta- 


bernacle north-ward, 36 And under the cuf- 
tody and charge of the ions of Merari, fall be 
the boards of the tabernacle, and the bars there- 
of, and the pillars thereof, and the fockets there- 
of, and all the veffels thereof, and all that fer- 
veth thereto, 37 And the pillars of the court 


round about, and their fockets, and their pins, 


and 


& 
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and their cords. 
‘before the tabernacle toward the eaft, even be- 
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Beale But thofe that encamp 


fore the tabernacle of the congregation eaft- 
ward, /ball be Mofes and Aaron, and his fons, 
keeping the charge of the {angtuary, for the 
charge of the children of Ifrael; and the ftranger 
that cometh nigh fhall be put to death. 39 All 
that were numbered of the Levites, which Mo- 


fes and Aaron numbered at the couimandment 
of the Lorn, throughout their families, all the - 


males from a month old and upward, were 


‘twenty and two thoufand. 


“The Levites being granted to Aaron to minifter to him, 
they are here delivered to him by tale, that he might know 
‘what he had, and employ them accordingly.. Obferve, 

Firf, By what rule they were numbered: Every male from 
a month old and upward, ver. 15. The reft of the tribes were 
numbered only from twenty years old and upward, and of them 
thofe only that were ab/e-to go forth to war ; but into the number 
of the Levites, they mult take in both infants and infirm ; be- 
{ng exempted from the war, it was not infifted upon that they 
fhould be of age or ftrength for the wars. ‘Though it appears 
afterwards that little more than a third part of the Levites were 
fit to be employed in the fervice of the tabernacle, (about eight 
thoufand out of twenty-two thoufand, chap. iv. 47, 48. yet 
God would have them all numbered as *reealnecs to his family, 
that none may think themfelves difowned or rejected of God, 
becaufe they are not in a capacity of doing him that fervice 
which they fee others do him. The Levites of a month old 
could not honour God and ferve the tabernacle, as thofe that 
were grown up; yet out of the mouth of thefe babes and fuck- 
lings, the Levites praife was perfected. Let not hrtle children 
be hindered from being enrolled among the difciples of Chrift ; 
for fuch was the tribe of Levi; of fuch is the kingdom of hed: 
ven, that Aingdom of pris. The redemption of the jirf-born 
was reckoned from a month old, Numb. xvi. 15, 16.5  there- 
fore from that age the Levites were numbered. They were 
numbered, after the houfes of their fathers: Not their mothers; 
for if the daughter of a Levite married one of another tribe, 
her fon was not a Levite: But we read of a {piritual prieft to 
our God, who inherited the unfeigned faith which dwelt in his 
mother and grandmother, 2 ‘Tim. i. 5. 

Secondly, How they were diftributed into three claffes, ac- 
cording to the number of the fons of Levi, Gerfhon, Kohath, 
and Merari ; and thefe fubdivided into feveral families, ver. 17, 
to 20. Concerning each of thefe three claffes, we have an ac- 
count, 1/f, Of their number. The Gerfhonites were feven 
thoufand five hundred. The Kohathites were eight thoufand 
fix hundred. The Merarites were fix thoufand two hundred. 
The reft of the tribes had not their fubordinate families num- 


bered by themfelves, as thofe of Levi; this honour God put 


upon his own tribe. 2d/y, Of their poft about the tabernacle 
on which they were to attend. ‘The Gerfhonites pitched be- 
hind the tabernacle weftward, ver. 23. The Kohathites on 
the right-hand, fouthward, ver. 29. The Merarites on the 
left-hand, northward, ver. 33. And to complete the fquare, 
Moles-and Aaron, -with the priefts, encamped in the front, 
ealtward, ver. 36. Thus was the tabernacle furrounded with 
its guards ; and thus doth the angel of the Lord encamp round 
‘about thom that fear him, thofe living temples. Pfal. xxxiv. 7. 

Every one knew his place, and mult therein abide with God. 

3dly, Of their chief, or head, Aseach clafs had its own place, 
fo each had its own prince. The commander of the Gerfho- 


N U M BE R S. 


459 
nites was Eliafaph, ver, 240: Of the Kohathites, Elizaphan, 


ver. 30. of whom we read, Lev. x. 4. that he was one of the 


bearers at the funeral of Nadab and Abihu: Of the Merarites, 
Zuriel, ver. 35. 4thly, Of their charge, when the camp mo- 
ved. Each clafs knew their own bufinefs: It was requifite 
they fhould; for that which is every body’s work, often proves 
no body’s auerk’ the Genhornes wees charged with the cuf- 
tody and carriage of all the curtains and hangings and cover- 
ings of the tabemacle and court, ver. 25, 26.3; the Kohathites 
of all the furniture of the tabernacle, the ark, altar, table, &c, 
ver. 31, 32.3; the Merarites of the heavy carriage, boards, 
bars, pillars, €%c. ver. 36, 37. Here we may obferve, (1 s 
That the Kohathites, though they were the fecond houfe, yet 


| were preferred befgre the elder family of the Gerfhonites. Be- 


fides, that Aaron and the priefts were of that family, they were 
more numerous, and their poft and charge more honourable ; 
which probably was ordered to put an honour upon Mofes, 
who was of that family. Yet, (2.) The pofterity of Mofes, 
were not at all dignified or privileged, but {tood upon the level 
with other Levites, that it might appear he did not feek the 
advancement of his own family, nor to entail any honours up- 
on it either in church or ftate; he that had honour enough 
himfelf, coveted not to have his name fhine by that dorr owed 
light, but rather to have the Levites borrow honour from his 
name. Let none think contemptibly of the Levites, though in- 
ferior to the priefs ; for Moles himfelf thought it preferment 


. enough for his fons to be Levites. Probably it was becaufe the 


family of Mofes were Levites only, that in the title of this 
chapter, which is concerning that tribe, (ver. 1.) Aaron is 
put before Mofes. 

Thirdly, The fam total of the numbers of this tribe: They 
are computed in all twenty-two thoufand, ver. 39. The fums 
of the particular families amount to three hundred more; which 
if it had been added to the fum total, the Levites, inftead of 
being two hundred feventy-three fewer than the firft-born, as 
they were, ver. 43. would have been twenty-feven more ; and 
fo the balance would have fallen the other way: But it is fup- 
pofed that the three hundred which was ftruck off from the ac- 
count when the exchange was to be made, were the firft-born 
of the Levites themfelves, born fince their coming out of E- 
gypt; which could not be put into the exchange, becaufe they 
were already fanétified to God. But that which is efpecially 
obfervable here is, that the tribe of Levi was by much the leaft 
of all the tribes. Note, God’s part in the world is too often 
Py {malleft part. His chofen are but a /ittle flock in compa- 
rifon. 


40 & And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Num- 
ber all the firft-born of the males of the children 
of Ifrael, from a month old and upward, and 
take the number of their names. 41 And thou 
fhalt take the Levites for me (I am the Lorp) in- 
ftead of all the firft-born among the children of 
Ifrael ; and the cattle of the Levites, inftead of 
all the firftlings among the cattle of the children 


of Ifrael. 42 And Mofes numbered, asthe Lorn 


commanded him, all the firft-born among the 
children of Ifrael. 43 And all the firft-born 
males, by the number of names, from a month 
old and upward, of thofe that were numbered 
of them, were twenty and two thoufand two 
hundred and threefcore and thirteen. 449 And 
the Lory fpake unto Mofes, faying. 45 Take 
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the Levites inftead of all the firft-born among 
the children of Ifrael, and the cattle of the Le- 
vites inftead of their cattle; and the Levites 
fhall be mine: Iam the Lorp. 46 And for 
thofe that are to be redeemed of the two hun- 
dred and threefcore and thirteen, of the firft- 
born of the children of Ifrael, which are more 
than the Levites; 47 Thou fhalt even take five 
fhekels a-piece by the poll, after the fhekel of 
the fanctuary fhalt thou take them: the fhekel 
is twenty gerahs. 48 And thou fhalt give the 
money wherewith the odd number of them is 
to be redeemed, unto Aaron and to his fons. 
49 And Mofes took the redemption-money of 
them that were over and above them that were 
redeemed by the Levites: 50 Of the firft-born 
of the children of Ifrael took-he the money; a 
thoufand three hundred and threefcore and five 
JSockels, after the fhekel of the fanctuary. 51 And 
Mofes gave the money of them that were re- 
deemed, unto Aaron and to his fons, according 
to the word of the Lorp, as the Lorp command- 
ed Mofes. ’ 


Here is the exchange made of the Levites for the fr/t-born. 
[1.] The firft-born were numbered from a month old, ver. 42, 
43- Thofe certainly were not reckoned, who, though frf- 
born, were become heads of families themfelves ; but thofe on- 

. ly that were under age: And the learned Bifhop Patrick is 
clear of opinion, that none were numbered but thofe only that 
wefe born fince their coming out of Egypt, when the firft-born 
were fandtified, Exod. xii. If there were two and twenty thoufand 

" firft-born males, we may fuppofe as many females, and all thefe 
brought forth in the firft year after they came out of Egypt. 
We mutt infer from thence, that in the laft year of their fervi- 
tade, even then whem it was in the greateft extremity, there 
were abundance of marriages made among the Ifraelites: they 
were not difcouraged by their prefent diftre/s ; but married in 
faith, expecting that God would fhortly vifit them with mercy, : 
and their children, though born in bondage, fhould. live in li- 
berty and honour. _ And it was a token for good to them, an 
evidence that they were bleffed of the Lord; that they were 
not only kept alive, but greatly increafed in a barren wilder- 
nefs. [2.] The number of the firft-born, and that of the 
Levites, by a fpecial providence came pretty near to each 

_ other: Thus when he divided the nations, he fet the bounds of 
the people according to the number of the children of Ifrael, 
Deut. xxxii. 8. Known unto God are all his works before 
hand ; and there is an exact proportion between them, and fo 
it will appear when they come to be compared. The Levites 
cattle are faid to be taken inflead of the cattle of the firft-born ; 
i.e. The Levites, with all their poffeflions, were devoteél to 
‘God, inftead of the firf-born and all theirs ; for when we give 
ourfelves to God, all we have paffeth as appurtenances, with 
the premifes.. [3..] The {mall number of firft-born which ex- 
ceeded the number of the Levites (two hundred feventy-three 
in all) were to be redeemed, at five fhekels a-piece, and the re- 
demption-money; given.to Aaron; for it would not do well to 
have them added’ to the Levites. It is probable, in the ex- 
change-they began with the eldeft of the firft-born, and fo 


downwards ; fo that thofe were to be redeemed with money, ,, 


who were the two-hundred feventy-three youngelt of the firlt. 
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born 3 more likely fo, than either that it was to be determined 
by lot, or that the money was to be paid out of the public 


ftock. The church is called the church of the yirf-born ;. 


which is redeemed, not as thefe were, with filver and gold; 
but being devoted by fin to the juftice of God, is ranfomed 
with the precious blood of the Son of Ged. 

CHAP. IV. 


In the former chapter, an account was taken of the whole 


tribe of Levi ; in this, of thofe of that tribe that were 1 . 


the prime of their time for fervice, betwixt thirty and fifty. 
years old. (1.) The ferviceable men of the Kobathites 
are ordered to be numbered, and their charges given them, 
ver. 2,—-20. (2.) Of the Ger/bonites, ver. 24,—28. (3-) 
Of the Merarites, ver. 29,—33- (4.) The numbers, of 
each, and fum total at laft, are recorded, yer. 34,—49.- 


ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, and unto 
\ Aaron, faying, 2 Take the fum of the fons 


of Kohath from among the fons of Levi, after 


their families, by the houfe of their fathers ; 
3 From thirty years old and upward, even until 
fifty years old, all that enter into the hoft, to do 
the work in the tabernacle of the congregation. 
4 This /hall be the fervice of the fons of Kohath 


in the tabernacle of the congregation, about the 


moft holy things. 5 4 And when the camp fet- 
teth forward, Aaron {hall come and his fons, and 
they fhall take down the covering vail, and co- 
ver the ark of teftimony with it: 6 And fhall 
put thereon the covering of badgers fkins, and 
fhallfpread over z¢a cloth whollyof blue, andfhall 
put in the ftaves thereof. 7 And upon the ta- 
ble of fhew-bread they fhall fpread a cloth of 
blue, and put thereon the difhes, and the fpoons, 
and the bowls, and covers to cover withal: and 
the continual bread fhall be thereon. 8 And 
they fhall fpread upon them a cloth of fcarlet, 
and cover the fame with a covering of badgers 
fkins, and fhall put in the ftaves thereof. g And: 
they fhall take a cloth of blue, and. cover the 
candleftick of the light, and his lamps, and his 
tongs, and his {nuff-difhes, and all the oil-vef- 
{els thereof, wherewith they minifter unto it. 
10 And they fhall put it and all the vefiels 
thereof within a covering of badgers fkins, and 
fhall put ct upon a bar. 11 And upon the gol- 
den altar they fhall fpread a cloth of blue, and 
cover it with a covering of badgers. fkins, and 
fhall put to the ftaves thereof. 12 And they 
fhall take all the inftruments of miniftry, where- 
with they minifter in the fanctuary, and put 
them in a cloth of blue, and cover them: with a 


covering of badgers fkins, and fhall put them. 


ona bar. 13 And they fhall take away the 
albes from the altar, and fpread a purple cloth 
thereon: 14 And they thall put upon it all the 
veflels thereof, wherewith they minifter about 


it, 


au. 
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it, even the cenfers, the flefh-hooks, and the 
fhovels, and the bafons, all the veffels of the 


altar; and they fhall fpread upon it a covering | 


of badgers fkins, and put to the ftaves of it. 
15 And when Aaron and his fons have made an 


end of covering the fanCtuary, and all the vef-_ 


fels of the fanctuary, as the camp is to fet for- 
ward; after that the fons of Kohath fhall come 
to bear it: but they fhall not touch any holy 
thing, left they die. Thefe thzugs are the bur- 
den of the fons of Kohath in the tabernacle of 
the congregation. 16 4 And to the office of 
Eleazar the fon of Aaron the prieft, pertaineth 
the oil for the light, and the {weet incenfe, and 


the daily meat-offering, and the anointing oil, 


and the overfight of all the tabernacle, and of 
all that therein zs, in the fanCtuary, and in the 
veffels thereof. 17 4 And the Lorn {pake unto 
Mofes, and unto Aaron, faying, 18 Cut ye not off 
the tribe of the farnilies of the Kohathites from 
among the Levites: 19 But thus do unto them, 
that they may live and not die, when they ap 
proach unto the moft holy things; Aaron and 
his fons fhall go in, and appoint them every one 
to his fervice, and to his burden. 20 But they 
fhall not go in to fee when the holy things are 


covered, left they die.. 


We have here a fecond mafter of the tribe of Levi. As’ 
that tribe was taken out of all Ifrael, to be God’s peculiar ; fo 
the middle-aged men of that tribe were taken from among the 
‘reft, to be actually employed in the fervice of the tabarnacle. 
gNow obferve, ‘ 

Firfi, Who were to be taken into this number: All the 
‘males from thirty years old to fifty. Of the other tribes, thofe 
that were numbered to ga forth io war, were from twenty 
years old and upward; but of the Levites, only from thirty to 


’ fifty ; for the fervice of God requires the beft of our ftrength, 


and the prime of our time, which cannot be better fpent than 
to the honour of him, who is the firft and beft. Anda man 
may make a good foldier much fooner than a good minifter. 
Now, _ : 

{1.] They were not be employed till they were thirty years 
old; becaufe till then they were in danger of retaining fome- 


thing childifh and youthful, and had not gravity enough to do 


the fervice, and wear the honour of a Levite. At twenty-five 
years old, they were entered as probationers, Numb. viii. 24. ; 
‘and in David’s time, when there was more work to be done, 
at twenty, 1 Chron. xxiii. 24;,and fo, Ezra iii. 8:: But they 


mutt be five years learning, and waiting, and’fo fitting them- 


felves for the fervice; nay, in David’s time, they were ten 
years in preparation, from twenty to thirty. John the Baptift 
began his: public miniftry, and Chrift his, at thirty years old. 
It is not, in the letter of it, obliging to gofpel-minifters now, 
as if they muft either not begin their work, till thirty years old, 
or mutt leaye it off at fifty; but it-gives us two good rules ; (1) 
That minifters muft not be novices, 1 Tim. ii. 6. It isa 
work that requires ripenefs of judgment, and great ftayednefs ; 
and therefore thofe are very unfit for it, who are yet but babes 
in knowledge, and haye not put away childith things. (2.) 


s 
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That they muft arn before they teach, ferve before they rule, 
and mutt fj? be proved, 1 Tim. ili. 10. 

They were difcharged at fifty years old, from the toilfome 
part of the fervice, particularly this of carrying the tabernacle ; 
for that is the fpecial fervice to which they are here ordained, 
and which there was moft occafion for, while they were in the 
wildernefs. When they began to enter upon old age, they 
were difmiffled, (1.) In favour to them, that they might not be 
over-toiled, when. their ftrength began to decay. Twenty 
years good fervice was thought pretty well for one man. (2.) 
In honour to tle work, that it might not be done by thofe 
who, through the infirmities of age, were flow and heavy. The 
fervice of God fhould be done when we are in the mott lively 
active frame. Thofe do not confider this who put off their re- 
pentance to old age, and fo leave the bef work to be done in 
the. wor/t time. : 

‘Secondly, How their work is defcribed. They are faid to 
enter into the hoft or warfare, to do.the work in the tabernacle. 
The miniftry is, (1.) A good work,1 Tim. iii. 1- Mhinifters 
are not ordained to the honour only, but to the labour ; not to 
have the wages, but to do the work. (2-) A good warfare, 
1 Tim. i. 18. They that enter into the miniftry, muft look 
upon themfelves as entered into the hoft, and approve themfelves 
good foldiers, 2 Tim. ii. 3 

Now as to the fons of Kohath in particular, here is, 

[1.] Their fervice appointed them, in the removes of the 
tabernacle. Afterwards when the tabernacle was fixed, they 
had other work affigned them: But this was the work of the 
day, which was to be done in its day. Obferve, wherever the 
camp of Ifrael went, the tabernacle of the Lord went with: 
them, and care muft be taken for the carriage of it.. Note,. 
Wherever we go, we muft fee to it, that we take our religion 
along with us, and not forget that, or any part of it. Now 
the Kohathites were to carry all the holy things of the taber- 
nacle: They were charged with thofe things before, chap. 
iii. 31 ; but here they bave more partrcular inftrudtions given 
them. 

1. Aaron, and hisfons the priefls, mutt pack up the things: 
which the Kohathites were to carry, as here direéted, ver. 5. 
sc. God had before appointed, that none fhould come into 
the moft holy place, but only Aaron once a-year with a cloud 
of incenfe, Lev. xvi. 2.: And yet the neceflity of their unfet- 
tled ftate requiring it, that law is here difpenfed with: for e- 
very time they removed, Aaron and his fons went in to take 
down: the ark, and make it up for carriage 3 for (as the learn- 
ed: Bifhop Patrick fuggefts) the Shechinah, or difplay of the 
divine Majefty, which was ‘over the mercy-feat, removed for 
the prefent in the pillar of cloud which was taken up, and then 
the ark was not.dangerous to be approached. 

2. All the holy things muft be covered ; the ark and table 
with three coverings, all-the reft with two. Even the afbes of 
the altar, in which the holy fire was carefully preferved and 
raked up, mu{t have a purple cloth {pread over them, ver. 13. 
Even the brazen altar, though in the court of the fanctuary it 
ftood open to the view of all, yet was covered’in the carriage 
All thefe coverings were defigned, 1//, For fafety, that 
thefe holy things might not be ruffléd with the wind, fullied 
with the rain, or tarnifhed with the fun, but they might be pre- 
ferved in their beauty, For on all. the.glory hall be a defence. 
The coverings of dadgers /eins being thick.and ftrong, would 
keep out wef; and while we are in our paflage through the 
wildernefs of this world; it concerns us to be fenced for all 
weathers, a. iv. 5; 6. 2dly, For. decency and ornament. 
Moft of thefe things had’a cloth of blue, or purple, or {carlet, 
fpread outmoft ; and the ark was covered with a cloth wholly 
of blue, ver. 6.; “An emblem (fay fome) of the azure fkies,. 

which 
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which are fpread like a curtam between us and the Majefty on | 
high, Job xxvi. 9. Thofe that are faithful to God, fhould en- 
deavour likewife to appear beautiful before men, that they may ¢ 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour. 2dly, For concealment. 
At fignified the darknefs of that difpenfation. That which is 
now brought to light by the gofpel, and revealed to babes, was 
then hid from the wife and prudent. They faw only the co- 
verings, not the holy things themfelves, (Heb. x. 1.) But now 
Chrilt has.de/lrayed the face of the covering, \fa. xxv. 7- 

* 3. When all the holy things were covered, then the Kohath- 
ites were to carry them on their fhoulders. Thofe things that 
had ftaves, were carried by their ftaves, ver. 6, 8, 11, 14 3 
thofe that had not, were carried upon a bar, or bier, or bearing. 

barrow, ver. 10,12. See how the tokens of God’s prefence 

in this world are moveable things, but we look for a kingdom 
that cannot be moved. 

.  [2.] Eleazar, now the eldeft fon of Aaron, is appointed o- 
verfeer of the Kohathites in this fervice, ver. 16. He mutt 

take care that nothing was forgot, left behind, or difplaced. 
As a prieft he had more honour than the Levites, but then he 

chad more care ; and that care was a heavier burden, no doubt, 
upon his heart than all the burdens that were laid upon their 
fhoulders. It is much eafier to do the work of the tabernacle, 
than to di/charge the trufls of it, to obey than to rule. 

[3.] Great care muft be taken to preferve the lives of thofe 
Levites, by preventing their unfeafonable, irreverent approach 

-to the moft holy things, ver. 18. Cut ye not off the Kobathites. 
Note, Thofe who do not what they can to keep others from 
fin, do what they can to cut them off. 1. The Kohathites 
muft not /ee the holy things till the priefts had covered them, 

.ver. 20. Even they that bore the veffels of the Lord, faw not 
what they bore ; fo much were,. even they, in the dark con- 
cerning the gofpel, whofe office it was to expound the law. 
And, 2. When they were covered, they might not touch them; 
at leaft not the ark, called here the holy thing, upon pain of 
death, ver. 15. Uzza was ftruck dead for the breach of this 
law. Thus were the Lord’s minifters themfelves then kept in 
fear; and that was 2 difpenfation of terror, as well as darknefs: 
But now, through Chrift, the cafe is altered; we have /een qwith 

our eyes, and our hands have handled the word of life, 1 John 
i, 1.: And we are encouraged to come boldly to the throne of 
grace. 


21 And the Lorn {pake unto Mofes, faying, 
22 Take alfo the fum of the fons of Gerfhon, 
throughout the houfes of their fathers ; by their 
families; 23 From thirty years old and upward, 
until fifty years old, fhalt thou number them ; 
all that enter in to perform the fervice, to do 
the work in the tabernacle of the congregation. 
24 This zs the fervice of the families of the Ger- 
‘fhonites, to ferve, and for burdens. 25 And 
they fhall bear the curtains of the tabernacle, 
and the tabernacle-of the congregation, his co- 
vering, and the covering of the badgers {kins 
that is above upon it, and the hanging for the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 26 | 
And the hangings of the court,and the hanging 
for the door of the gate of the court which zs 
-by the tabernacle, and by the altar round about, 
cand their cords, and all the inftruments of their 
fervice, and alli that is made tor tuem: {fo {nal 
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they ferve. 247 At the appointment of Aaron 
and his fons, fhail be all the fervice of the fons. 
of the Gerfhonites, in all their burdens, and in 
all their fervice: and ye fhall appoint unto them . 
in charge all their burdens. 28 This #s the fer- 
vice of the families of the fons of Gerfhon, in 
the tabernacle of the congregation: and their 
charge /ball be under the hand of Ithamar the 
fon of Aaron the prieft. 29 As for the fons 
of Merari, thou fhalt number them after their 
families, by the houfe-of their fathers: 30 From 
thirty years old and upward, even unto fifty 
years old fhalt thou number them, every one ~ 
that entereth into the fervice, to do the work 
‘of the tabernacle of the congregation. 31 And 
this zs the charge of their burden, according to 
all their fervice in the tabernacle of the con- 
gtegation; the boards of the tabernacle, and 
the bars thereof, and the pillars thereof, and 
fockets thereof, 32 And the pillars of the court 
round about, and their fockets, and their pins, 
and their cords, with all their inftruments, and 
with all their fervice: and by name ye fhall 
reckon the infiruments of the charge of their 
burden. 33 This zs the fervice of the families 
of the fons of Merari, according to all their fer- 
vice in the tabernacle of the congregation, un- 
der the hand of ithamar the fon of Aaron the 
prieft. . 
We have here the charge of the other two families of the 
Levites, which though not fo honourable as the firft, yet was 


neceflary and was to be done regularly, [1.] The Gerfhon- 
ites were charged with all the drapery of the tabernacle ; the 


_ curtains and hangings, and the coverings of badgers fkins, ver. 


2i,—26. Thole they were to take down, when the cloud re- 
moved, and the ark and the reft of the holy things were car- 
ried away, to pack up and bring with them, and then to fet up 
again where the cloud refted. Aaron and his fons allotted to 
them their refpeétive charge, “ You fhall take care of fuch a 
curtain, and you of fuch a hanging,” that every one might know 
his work, and there might-be no confifion, yer. 27. Ithamar 
particularly was to take the overfight of them, ver. 28. [2.] 
‘The Merarites were charged with the heavy carriage, the boards 
and bars, the pillars and fockets, the pins and cords; and thofe 
were delivered them dy name, ver. 31, 32. An inventory was 
given them of every particular, that it might be forthcoming, » 
and nothing to feek when the taberriacle was to be fet up’ again. 
Though thofe feemed of lefs importance than the -other things 
pertaining to the fanétuary, yet there was this care taken of 
them, to teach us with the greateft exaétnefs to preferve pure _ 
and entire all divine in{titutions, and to take care that nothing 
be loft. It alfo intimates the care God has of his church, and 
every member of it; the good Shepherd calls bis own sheep by 
name, John x. 3. 
Here were shoufands of men employed about thefe fervices ; 
though a much lefs number will ferve for the bearing of thofe 
burdens ; But it was requifite that the tabernacle fhould be ta- 
ken down, and {ct up with great expedition; and many hands ~ 
would make guick work, cipecially when every one knew his 
" work. ° 
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work. They had tents of their own to take care of, and take 
along with them, but the young men under thirty, and the old 
men above fifty, might ferve for them ; nor is any mention of 
them, for God’s hou/e muft always be preferred before our own. 
Their care was prepofterous, who built and ceiled their own 
houfes, while God’s houfe lay wafte, Hag. i. 4, 9. 

The death of the faints is reprefented as the taking down of 
the tabernacle, 2 Cor. v. 1. and the putting of it off, 2 Pet. 1. 
14. The immortal foul, like the moft holy things, is firlt cover- 
ed and taken away, carried by angels unfeen, under the infpec- 
tion of the Lord Jefus, our Eleazar. And care is taken alfo 
of the body:, the /ein and fig/h, which are as the curtains ; the 

“bones and finews, which are as the bars and pillars; none of 
thefe fhall be loft: Commandment is given concerning the 
bones, a covenant made with the duft: Thefe are in fafe cuf- 
tody, and fhall all be produced in the great day, when this ta- 
bernacle fhall be fet up again, and thefe vile bodies made like 
the glorious body of Jefus Chrift. 


34 Y And Mofes and Aaron and the chief of 
the congregation numbered the fons of the Ko- 
hathites, after their families, and after the houfe 


of their fathers; 35 Fram thirty years old and. 


upward, even. unto fifty years old, every one 
that entereth in to the fervice, for the work in 
the tabernacle of the congregation: 36 And 
thofe that were numbered of them by their fa- 
milies, were two thoufand feven hundred and 
fifty. 37 Thefe were they that were number- 
ed of the families of the Kohathites, all that 
might do fervice in the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation; which Mofes and Aaron did num- 
ber, according to the commandment of the Lorp 
by the hand of Mofes. 38 And thofe that were 
numbered of the fons of Gerfhon, throughout 
their families, and by the houfe of their fathers ; 
39 From thirty years old and upward, even un- 
to fifty years old, every one that entereth in to 
the fervice, for the work in the tabernacle of 
the congregation: 40 Even thofe that were 
numbered of them, throughout their families, 
by the houfes of their fathers, were two thou- 
fand and fix hundred and thirty. 41 Thefe are 
they that were numbered of the families of the 
fons of Gerfhon, of all that might do fervice in 
the tabernacle of the congregation, whom Mo- 
fes and Aaron did number, according to the 
commandment of the Lor>. 424 And thofe 
that were numbered of the families of the fons 
of Merari, throughout their families, by the 
houfe of their fathers; 43 From thirty years 
old and upward, even unto fifty years old, eve- 
ry one that entereth in to the fervice, for the 
work of the tabernacle of the congregation : 
44 Even thofe that were numbered of them af- 
ter their families, were three thoufand and two 
hundred. 45 Thefe-be thofe that were num- 
bered of the families of the fons of Merari, whom 
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» Mofes and Aaron numbered, according to the 
| word of the Loxp by the hand of Moles, 46 
| All thofe that were numbered of the Levites, 
| whom Mofes and Aaron and the chief of Ifrael . 
_ numbered. after their families, and after the 


houle of thei fathers; 47 From thirty years. 
old and upward, even unto fifty years old, eve- 


| ry one that came to do the fervice of the mini- 


{try, and the fervice of the burden in the taber- 
nacle of the congregation; 48 Evemthofe that 


- wére numbered of them, were eight thoufand: 


and five hundred and fourfcore. 49 According: 
to the commandment of the Lorp, they were 
numbered by the hand of Mofes, every one ac-. 
cording to his fervice, and according to his bur- 


_ den: thus were they numbered of him, as the 


Lorp commanded Mofes. 


We have here a particular account of the numbers of the: 
three families of the Levites refpectively ;. that is, of the effec- 


_ tive men between thirty years old and fifty. 


Obferve, [1.] That the Kohathites were in all eight thou-- 


» fand and fix hundred, from a month old_and:upward ; but of 
~ thofe there were but two thoufand feven hundred and. fifty fer- 


viceable men, not a third part: The Gerfhonites in all feven. 


| thoufand and five hundred : and of them but two thoufand fix: 
| hundred and thirty ferviceable men, little more than a third 
| part. 
| church, there are comparatively but few that contribute to-he 
- fervice of it: 
| an the tabernacle, that do but little of the work of the tas 


Note, Of the many that add to the numbers of the- 
So it has been, and fo it is ; many have a place 


bernacle, Philip. u. 20, 21. -. [2] ‘That. the. Merarites 
were but fix thoufand and two hundred im all; and yet of thefe 
there were three thoufand and two hundred ferviceable men, 
which were a good deal above half. ‘The greateft burden. lay 


_ upon that family, the boards, and. pillars, and fockets: And. 
_ God fo ordered. it, that though they were the feweft in num. 


ber, yet they fhould have the moft ad/e men among them; for 

whatever fervice God calls men to,. he will furnifh them for 

it, and give {trength in proportion to the. work, grace /ufficient.. 
[3.], The whole number of the able men of the tribe of Levi,, 
which entered into God’s hoff, to war his warfare, was. but 

eight thoufand five hundred and eighty ; whereas the able men 

of the other tribes that entered inta the hoft of Hrael to war 

their warfare, were many'more. The lea{t of the tribes had’ 
almoft four times as. many able men as the Levites; and fome 

of them more than eight times.as many:. For. thofe that are 

engaged in the fervice of this world, and war after the flefh, 

are many more than thofe that are devoted tothe fervice of 
God, and _fighé the good fight. of faith. 


CH AYP Ve 

In. this chapter we have,.1..An order paffed purfnant to the laws 

already made, for the removing the unclean out of the camp, 

ver. I,—4. IL. A repetition of the laws concerning refliti 

tion, in cafe of wrong done to a neighbour, vet. §,-—8.; and 

concerning the appropriating of the hallowed things to the pricfts,. 

ver. 9, 10. ILI. 4 new law made concerning the trial of 

a wife fufpeced of adultery,’ by the waters.of jealoufy, vet 
LI,—31- 

ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 2 

/% Command the children of Ifrael, that they 

put out of the camp every leper, and every one 

that 
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that hath an iffue, and whofoever is defiled by 
the dead. 3 Both male and female fhall ye put 
out, without the camp fhall ye put them, that 
they defile not their camps in the midft where- 
of I dwell. 4 And the children of Ifrael did 
fo, and put them out without the camp: as the 
Lorp fpake unto Mofes, fo did the children of 
Ifrael. 5 {And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, 
-faying, 6 Speak unto the children of Hrael, 
When a man or woman fhall commit any fin 
that men commit, to do a trefpafs againft the 
Lorp, and that perfon be guilty; 7 Then they 
fhall confefs their fin which they have done: 
and he fhall recompenfe his trefpafs with the 
principal thereof, and add unto it the filth part 


thereof, and give it unto him againft whom he 


hath trefpaffed. 8 But if the man have no kinf- 
man to recompenfe the trefpafs unto, let the 
trefpafs be recompenfed unto the Lorn, even 
to the prieft: befide the ram of the atonement, 
whereby an atonement fhall be made for him. 
g And every offering of all the holy things of 
the children of Ifrael, which they bring unto 
the prieft, {nall be his. 10 And every man’s 
hallowed things fhall be his: whatfoever any 
men giveth the prieft, it fhall be his. 


Here is, Firf, A command for the purifying of the camp, 
by turning out from within its lines all thofe that were ceremo- 
nially unclean, by iffues, leprofies, or the touch of dead bodies, 
until they were cleanfed according to law, ver. 2, 3.; and the 
executing of thefe orders immediately, ver. 4. [1.] The camp 
was now newly modelled, and put in ordev ; and therefore, to 
complete the reformation of it, it is next to be cleanfed. Note, 
The purity of the church muft be as carefully confulted and 
preferved, as the peace and order of it. It is requifite, not 
only that every Ifraelite be confined to his own ftandard, but 
that every polluted [fraelite be feparated from it. The wifdom 
from above, is fir? pure, then peaceable. [(2.] God’s taberna- 
‘cle was now fixed in the midft of their camp, and therefore 


they mutt be careful to keep it clean. Note, The greater pro- 


feflion of religion any houfe or family makes, the more they 
are obliged to put away iniquity far from the tabernacle, Job 
xxil. 23. ‘The perfon, the place in the midf of which God 
‘dwells, muft not be defiled ; for if it be, he is affronted, offend- 
ed, and provoked to’withdraw, 1 Cor. tii. 16, 17. 

This expulfion of the unclean out of the camp, was to figni- 
fy, (1.) What the governors of the church ought to do: They 
mult feparate between the precious and the vile ; and purge out 
feandalous perfons, as old leaven, 1 Cor. v. 13.3 left others be 
infeéted and defiled, Heb. xii. 15. It is for the glory of Chrift, 


and the edification of his church, that thofe who are openly and — 


incorrigibly profane and vicious, fhould be put and kept from 
‘Chriftian communion till they repent. (2.) What God him- 
felf will do in the great day: He will throughly purge his floor, 
and gather out of his kingdom all things that offend. As here 
the unclean were fhut out of the camp, fo in the New Jerufa- 
lem no unclean thing fhall enter, Rev. xxi. 27; : 

Secondly, A law concerning reftitution, in cafe of wrong 
done to a neighbour. It is called a fin that men commit, ver. 6. 


‘becaufe it is common among men; afin of man, i.e. a fin a~ 
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gainft man, fo it is thought it fhould be tranflated and under- 
{tood. If a man over-reach or defraud his brother in any mat- 
ter, it is to be looked upon as a tre/pafs again? the Lord, who 
is the protector of right, the punifher of wrong, and who doth 
ftri@tly charge. and command us to do juftly. Now what is to 
be done when a man’s awakened confcience charges him with 
guilt of this kind, and brings it to his remembrance, though done 
long ago? 1f, He mutt. ¢onfe/s bis fin ; confels it to God, 
confefs it to his neighbour, and fo take fhame to himfelf If 
he have denied it before, though it go againft the grain to own 
himfelf ia a lie, yet he muft do it: Becaufe his heart was har- 
dened, he denied it ; therefore he has no other way of making 
it appear that his heart is now foftened, but by confeffing it. 
2dly, He mutt bring a facrifice, a ram of atonement, ver. 8. 
Satisfaétion muft be made for the offence done to God, whofe 


_ law is broken, as well as for the lofs fuftained by our neigh- 


,bour; reftitution in that cafe, is not fuffiicient without faith and 
repentance. 3d/y, Yet the facrifices would not be accepted, 
till full amends was made to the party wronged, not. only the 
principal, but a fifth part added to it, ver. 7. It is certain, 
while that which is got by injuftice,’is knowingly retained in 
the hands, the guilt of the injuftice remains upon the confci- 
ence, and is not purged by /acrifice or offering, prayers or tears, 
for it is one and the fame continued a& of fin perfifted in. This 
law we had before, Lev. vi. 4.; and it is here added, That if 
the party wronged were dead, and he had no near kinfman 
who was entitled to the debt, or if it were any way uncertain to 
whom the reftitution fhould be made, that fhould: not ferve for 
an excufe to detain what was unjuftly gotten, to whomfoever 
it pertained, it was certainly none of his that got it by fin, and 
therefore it muft be given éo the prieft, ver. 8. If there’ were 
any that could make out a title to it, it muft not be given to 
the pric, God hates robbery for burnt-offerings ; but if there 
were not, then it lapfed to the great Lord, (0b defedum fan- 
guinis,) and the prielts were his receivers. Note, Some work 
of piety or charity, isa piece of neceflary juftice to be done by 
thofe who are confcious to themfelves that they have done 
wrong, but know not how otherwife to make reftitution ; wha 
is not our property, will never be our profit. ; = 

Thirdly, A general rule concerning hallowed things given 
upon this occafion, That whatever was given to the prieft, his 
it fhall be, ver.g,10. ([1.] He that gave it, fhall not re- 
ceive his gift, upon any pretence whatfoever. This law rati- . 
fies and confirms all grants for pious ufes, that people might. 
not give things to the priefts.im a pang, and then recal them 
ina fret. [2.] The other priefts fhall not come in fharers 
with that prieft who then officiated, and to whom the hallowed 
thing, whatever it was, was given. Let him that was moft 
ready and diligent in attending, fare the better for it: If he 


do the work, let him have the pay, and much good may it 
_ do him. me 


_ 11 4 And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, fay- 
ing, 12 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and 
fay unto them, If any man’s wife go afide, and 
commit a trefpafs againft him, 13 Anda man 
lie with her catnally, and it be hid from the eyes 
of her hufband, and be kept clofe, and the be 
defiled, and there be no witnefs akain{t-her, nei- 
ther {he be taken with the manner; 14 And 
the {pirit of jealoufy come upon him, and he 
be jealous of his wife, and fhe be defiled; or 
if the f{pirit of jealoufy come upon him, and 
he be jealous of his wife, and fhe be not 
sts | ‘defiled : 


i 


a: 
defiled : 


x 


15 Then fhall the man bring his 


wife unto the prieft, and he fhall bring her — 


offering for her, the tenth part of an ephah 
of barley-meal ; he fhall pour no oil upon it, nor 
put frankincenfe thereon, for it zs an offering 
of jealoufy, an offering of memorial, bringing 
iniquity to remembrance. 16 And the prieft 
fhall bring her near, and fet her before the Lorp. 
17 And the prieft fhall take holy water in an 
earthen veflel ; and of the duft that isin the 
floor of the tabernacle the prieft fhall take, and 
put 7t into the water. 18 And the prieft fhall 
fet the woman before the Lorn, and unccver 
the woman’s head, and put the offering of me- 
morial in her hands, which zs the jealoufy-offer- 
ing: and the prieft fhall have in his hand the 
bitter water that caufeth the curfe. 1g And 
the prieft fhall charge her by an oath, and fay 
unto the woman, If no man have lien with thee, 
and if thou haft not gone afide to uncleannefs 
with another inftead of thy hufband, be thou 
free from this bitter water that caufeth the curfe: 
20 But if thou haft gone afide to another inftead 
of thy hufband, and if thou be defiled, and fome 
man hath lien with thee befide thine hufband: 
21 Then the priéft fhall charge the woman with 
an oath of curfing, and the prieft fhall fay un- 
to the woman, The Lorp make thee a curfe 
and an oath among thy people, when the Loro 
‘doth make thy thigh to rot, and thy belly to 
fwell ; 22 And this water that caufeth the curfe 
fhall go into thy bowels, tomake thy belly to fwell, 
-and ¢/y thigh to rot: and the woman thall fay, 
Amen, amen. 
- thefe curfes in a book, and he fhall blot them 
- out with the bitter water : 24 And he fhall caufe 
-the woman to drink the bitter water that caufeth 
the curfe: and the water that caufeth the curfe 
fhall enter into her, and become bitter. 25 Then 
the prieft fhall take the jealoufy-offering out of 
the woman’s hand, and fhall wave the offering 
before the Lorn, and offer it upon the altar. 
26 And the prieft fhall take an handful of the 
offering, even the memorial thereof, and burn 
at upon the altar, and afterward fhall caufe the 
woman to drink the water. 27 And when he 
hath made her to drink the water, then it thall 
come to pafs, that if the be defiled,-and have 
done trefpafs againit her hufband ; that the wa- 
ter that caufeth the curfe fhall enter into her, 
and become bitter, and her belly fhall fwell, and. 


her thigh {hall'rot: and the woman fhall be a. 


‘curfe among her people. 28 And if the woman 
be not defiled, but be clean ; then fhe {hall be 
Wen. i alt 
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23 And the prieft fhall write © 
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free, and fhall conceive feed. 29 This 7s the 
law of jealoufies, when a wife goeth afide to 


‘another inftead of her hufband, and is defiled ; 


30 Or when the {pirit of jealoufy cometh upon 
him, and he be jealous over his wife, and fhall 
fet the woman before the Lorn, and the prieft 
fhall execute upon her all this law. 31 Then 
fhall the man be guiltlefs from iniquity, and this 
woman fhall bear her iniquity. 


We have here the law concerning the folemn trial of a wife, . . 
whofe hufband was jealous of her. “Obfetve, Fi-/?, What was 
the cafe fuppofed, That a man had fome reafon to fufpeét his 
wife to have committed adultery, ver. 12, 13,14. Here, . 
[1.] The fin of adultery is juftly reprefented as an exceeding 
finful fin ; it is going afide from God and virtue and the good 
way, Prov. ii. 17. It is committing a trefpa/fs againit the huf- 
band, robbing him of his honour, alienating his right, intro- 
ducing a fpurious brood into his family to fhare with his chil- 
dren in his eftate, and violating her covenant with him: It is 
beg defiled ; for nothing pollutes the mind and confcience more + 
than this fin doth. [2.] It is fuppofed to be a fin that great 
care is taken by the finners to conceal ; which there is no qwif- 
nels of s:the eye of the adulterer waits for the twilight, Job xxiv. 
15-3 and the adulterefs takes her opportunity when she good- 
man is not at homey Prov. vii. 19. It would not covet to be 
Jecret if it were not fhameful ; and the devil that draws finners 
to this fin, teaches them how to cover it. [[3.] The /pirit of 
jealoufy is fappofed to come upon the bufband ; of which Solo- 
mon faith, it 1s the rage of.a man, Prov. vi. 34.: And that it 
is cruel as the grave, Cant. viii. 6. [4.] Yet (fay the Jewith 
writers) he muft make it to appear he has fome juft caufe for 
the fufpicion. The rule they give is, If the hufband have faid 
unto his wife before witnefles, Be not thou in fecret with fuch a 
man; and, notwith{tanding that admonition, it is afterwards 
proved that fhe was in fecret with that man, though her father, 
or brother ; then he may compe/ her to drink the bitter water. 
But the law here doth not tie him to that particular method of 
proving the juft caufe of his fufpicion; it might be otherwife 
proved. In cafe'it could be proved that fhe had committed 
adultery, fhe was to be put to death, Lev. xx. 10.3 but if it 
were uncertain, then this law took place. From hence, 1/, 
Eet all wives be admonifhed not to give any the leaft occafion , 
for the fafpicion of their chaftity ; it is not enough that they 
abfain from the evil of uncleannefs, but they mult abfain from 
all appearance of it, from every thing that /oks like itor leads 
to it, or may give the leaft umbrage to jealoufy ; for how great 
a matter may a little fire kindle ? 2dly, Let all hufbands be ad- 
monifhed not to entertain any caufelefs or unjult fufpicions of 
their wives. If charity in general, much more conjugal ‘affec- 
tion, teacheth to think no evil, 1 Cor. xiii. <. It is the hap- 
pinefs of the virtuous woman, that the heart of her hufband doth 
Safely truft in her, Prov, XXX. 11. ; 

Secondly, What was the courfe prefcribed in this cafe, r. 
That if the fufpected wife’ were innocent, fhe might not con- 
tinue under the reproach and uneafinefs of her hufband’s jea- 
Joufy. 2. That if fhe were guilty, her fin might find her out, 
and others might hear and fear and take warning. Now the 
procefs of the trial muft be thus. > 

{1.] Her hufband mult bring her to the prief, with the 
witneffes that could prove the ground of his fufpicions, and de- 
fire fhe might be put upon, her trial. The Jews fay, The prieft 
was fir{t to endeavour to perfuade her to confefs the truth, fay- 
ing, to this purpofe, “ Dear daughter, perhaps thou wait over- 

3 N * taken 
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** taken by drinking wine, or waft carried away by the heat of 
“ youth or the examples of ill neighbours ; Come, confefs the 
“truth, for the fake of his great name, which is defcribed in 
“‘ the molt facred ceremony ; and do not let it be blotted out 
“ with the bitter water.” If fhe confeffed, faying, J am de- 
filed, the was not put to death, but was divorced, and lof her 
dowry if the faid, I am pure, then they proceeded. 

-{2.] He muft bring a coarfe offering of darley-meal, with- 
out oi/ or frankincenfe, agreeable to the prefent afflicted flate of 
his family ; for a great affliGiion it was, either to have caufe to 
be jealous, or to be jealous without caufe. It is an offering of 
memorial, to fignify, that what was to be done was intended 
as a religious appeal to the omnifcience and juftice of God. 

[3-] The prieft was to prepare the water of jealou/y ; holy 
evater out of the laver at which the priefts were to wafh when 
they miniftred : This muft be bronght in an earthen veffel, con- 
taining (they fay) about a pint ;. and it muft be an earthen vef- 
fel, becaufe the coarfer and plainer every thing was, the more 
agreeable it was to the occafion. Duff muft be put into the 
water, to fignify the reproach fhe lay under, and the fhame fhe 
ought to take to herfelf, putting her mouth in the duft; but 
duit from the floor of the tabernacle, to put an honour ,upon 


every thing that pertained to the place Gad had chofen to put , 


his name there, and to keep up im the people a reverence for 
jt; fee Job viii. 6. 


[4.] The woman was to be fet before the Lord, at the eaft 


gate of the temple-court, (fay the Jews ;) and her Aead was to 
be uncovered, in token of her forrowful condition; and there 
fhe ftood for a /pectacle to the world, that other women might 
learn not to do after her lewdnefs, Ezek. xxi. 48.: Only (the 
Jews fay) her own fervants were not to be prefent, that fhe 
might not feem vile in their fight, who were to give honour to 
her; her hufband alfo muit be di/miffed. 

[5.] The prieft was to adjure her to tell the truth, and to 
denounce the curfe of God again{t her if fhe was guilty, and to 
declare what would be the effect of her drinking the water of 
jealoufy, ver. 19, 21,22. He muft affure her, that if fhe 
were innocent, the water would do her no harm, ver. 19. 
None need fear the curfe of the law, if they have not broken 
the commands of the law. But if fhe were guilty, this water 
would be poifon to her, it would make her belly to fwell, and 
her thigh to rot, add fhe fhould be a curfe or abomination a- 
mong her people, ver. 25, 22. To this fhe mutt fay Amen, 
as Ifrael muff do to the curfes pronounced on mount Ebal, 
Deut. xxvii. 17. Some think the amen being doubled, refpedts 
both parts of the adjuration, both that which freed her if inno- 
cent, and that which condemned her if guilty. No woman, if 
fhe were guilty, could fay amen to this adjuration, and drink 
the water upon it, wnlefs fhe di/believed the truth of God, or 
defied his juftice, and was come to fach a pitch of impudence 
and hard-heartednefs in fin, as to challenge God Almighty to 
do his worft, and choofe rather to venture upon his curfe than 


to give him glory by making confeflion; thus-has whoredom | 


taken away the heart. 

[6.] The prieft was to. write this curfe in a {crip or {croll 
of parchment verbatim as he had exprefled it, and then to wipe 
or fcrape out what he had written in the water, ver. 23.3 to 
fignify, that it was that’ curfe which impregnated the water, 
and gave it its {trength to effect what was intended. It figni- 
fied that if fhe were innocent, the curfe fhould be blotted out, 
and never appear again{t her, as it is written, Ifa. xliii, 25. 7 
an he that blotteth out thy tranfereffions, and Pfal. li. 9. Blot 
out mine iniquities : But that if the were guilty, the curfe, as it 
was written, being infufed into the water, it would enter mato her 
bowels with the water, even like oil into her bones, Pfal. cix. 18.; 
as we read of a curfe entering into a-houfe, Zech. v. 4: 


N-U M BER S&S. 


' Chap. Vv. 


[7.] The woman mutt then drink the water, ver. 24.’ It 
is called the bitter water (fome think) becatfe they put worm. 


wood into it to make it bitter ; or rather, becaufe it caufed the - 


curfe. Thus fin is called an evil thing and a bitter, for the 
fame reafon; becaufe it caufeth the curfe, Jer. ti. 19. If the 
had been guilty, (and otherwife it did not cau/e the curfe,) the 
was made to know that though her /folen waters had been 
Jweet, and her bread eaten in fecret_ pleafani, yet the end was 
bitter as wormwood, Prov. ix. 17.—vil. 4. Let all that med- 
dle with forbidden pleafures, know that they will be bitterne/s 
in the latter end. "‘Vhe Jews fay, That if, upon denouncing the 
curfe, the woman was fo terrified that fhe durft not drink the 
water, but confefled fhe was defiled, the prieft flung down the 
water, and caft her offering among the afhes, and fhe was di- 
vorced without dowry: If fhe confefled not, and yet would 
not drink, they forced her to it; and if fhe were ready to 
throw it up again, they haftened her away, that fhe might not 
pollute the holy place. é 

[8.] Before fhe drank the water, the jealoufy-offering was 
waved and offered upon the altar, ver. 25, 26.: An handful 
of it was burnt for a memorial, and the remainder of it eaten 
by the priefts; unlefs the hufband were a prieft, and then it 
was fcattered among the afhes. This offering in the midft of 
the tranfaction, fignified, that the whole was an appeal to God, 
as a God that knows all things, and from. whom no fecret 
is hid. : 

Lajftly, Ail things being thus performed according to the law, 
they were to wait the ifflue. The water with a little duft into 


it, and the fcrapings of a written parchment, had no natural _ 


tendency at all to either good or hurt; but if God was thus 
appealed to in the way of an inftituted ordinance, though other- 


wife the innocent might have continued under fufpicion, and; 


the guilty undifcovered, yet God would {o far own his own 
inftitution, as that in a little time, by the miraculous operation 
of providence, the innocency of the innocent fhould be clears 


ed;-and the fin of the guilty fhould find them out. (1.) If the . 


fufpected woman were really guilty, the water fhe drunk would 
be poifon to her, ver. 27. Her belly would /well, and her thigh 
rot, by a vile difeafe for vile deferts; and fhe would mourn at 
laf, when her flefh and her body are confumed, Prov. y. 11. Bis 
fhop Patrick faith, from fome of the Jewith writers, That the 
effect of thofe waters appeared prefently ; the grew pale, and 
her eyes ready to ftart out of her head. Dr Lightfoot faith, 
That fometimes it appeared not for two or three years; but the 


_ bare no children, was fickly, languifhed, and rotted at laft. It 
is probable fome indications appeared prefently. The rabbins. 
fay, The adulterer alfo died the fame day and hour that the. 


adulterefs did, and:in the fame manner too, that his belly fwel- 


led, and his fecret parts rotted; adifeafe perhaps not much unlike. - 


that which in.thefe latter ages the avenging hand of a righteous 


God has made the fcourge of uncleannefs,’ and with which. 
whores and whoremongers infe€& and plague and rnin one ano- - 


ther, fince they efcape punifhment from men. The Jewifh doc. 


tors add, That the waters had this effeét upon the adulterefs, . 
only, in cafe the hufband had never offended in the fame kind. 


but if he had at any time: defiled the marriage-bed,. God did 


not thus right him again{t his injurious wife; and-that there-. 
fore, in the latter and degenerate ages of the Jewith church, . 
when. uncleannefs did abound, this way of trial was generally 
© difufed and laid afide: Men, knowing their own crimes, were 


content not to know their wives crimes: And to: this perhaps 
may refer that threatening, Hof. iv. 14, L avid/ not punifb-your 


Spoufes when they commit adultery, for yourfelves were feparated” 
(2.) If fhe were tnnocent, the water the drunk. 


with whores. 


would be phy/ic to her, ver. 28, She fhall be free, and fhall con- 
cave feed, The Jéwith writers magnify the good effects of 


this. 


' 
\ 


| 


‘Chap. VI. 


“this water to the innocent woman: That to recompenfe her 


;for the wrong done her by the fufpicion, fhe fhould, after the 
drinking of thefe waters, be {tronger and look better than ever; 


if the were fickly, fhe fhould become healthful, fhould bear a 
man-child, and have eafy labour. 

From the whole we may learn, (1.) That. fecret fins are 
known to God, and fometimes are ftrangely brought to light in 
this life ; however, there isa day coming, when God will by 
-Jefus Chrift, as here by the prieft, judge the Secrets of men ac- 
cordihg to the gofpel, Rom. it. 16. (2.) That in particular, 
whoremongers and adulterets God. will judge. 
of conjugal faith and chaftity, is highly provoking to the God 
of heaven, and fooner or later it will be reckoned for... Tho’ 
-we have net. now the waters of jealoufy to be a fenfible terror 
to the unclean ;: yet we have a word from God which ought 
to be as great a terror, that if any man defile the temple of God, 
him foall God deftroy, 1 Core iii. 17. (3.) That God will find 
out fome way or other toclear the innocency of the innocent, 
and to bring forth their righteoufnefs as the light. (4.) That 
to the pure all things are pure, but to the defiled nothing is fo, 
Tit. 1. 15. The fame word is to fome a favour of ii ife unto 
life, to others a favour of death unto death; like thofe waters 
of jealoufy, according as they receive it. The fame providence 
is for good to fome, and for hurt to others, Jer. xxiv. 5, 9.3 
and whatfoever it is intended for, it /ha/l not return void. 


Citas P..i ML 

dn Vis chapter we have, 1. The law concerning Nazarites. (1.) 
What it was which the vow of a Nazxarite obliged him to, 
ver. I,—8. (2.) 4 remedial law in cafe a Nazarite hap- 
_ pened to be polluted by the touch of a dead body, ver. 9,—12. 
(3-) The folemnity of his difcharge when his time was up, 
ver. 53,—21. IL. Lnflrudtons given to the pis how they 

Should blefs the people, ver. 22,—2%. 


ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, Ghie?s 

- Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and tay 
unto them, When either man or woman fhall 
feparate them/felves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, 
to feparate themfelves unto the Lorp: 3 He 
fhall feparate bimfelf from wine, and ftrong 
_ drink, and fhall drink no vinegar of wine, or vi- 
negar of ftrong drink, neither fhall he drink any 
liquor of grapes, nor eat moift grapes, or dried. 
4 All the days of his feparation fhall he eat no- 
thing that is made of the vine-tree, from the 
kernels even to the hufk. 5 All the days of the 
vow of his feparation, there fhall no rafor come 
upon his head: until the days be fulfilled in 
the which he feparateth bim/e/f unto the Lorn, 
he fhall be holy; and fhall let the locks of the 
hair of his head grow. 6 All the days that he 
feparateth him/e/f unto the Loxp, he 4hall come 
at no dead body. 7 He fhall not make himfelf 
unclean for his father or for his mother, for his 
brother, or for his fifter, when they die; becaufe 
the confecration of his God zs upon his head. 
8 All the days of his feparation he is holy unto 
the Lorp. 9g And if any man die very fudden- 
ly by him, and he hath defiled the head of his 
confecration ; ; then he fhall fhave his head in 
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the day of his cleanfing, on the feventh day 
fhall he fhave it. ro Andon the eighth day 
he fhall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons 
to the prieft, to the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation. 11 And the prieft fhall offer 
the one for a fin-oifering, and the other fora 
burnt-offering, and make an atonement for him, 
for that he finned by the dead, and fhall hallow 
his head that fame day. 12 And he fhall con- 
fecrate unto the Lorn the days of his feparation, 

and fhall bring a lamb of the firft year fora 
trefpafs-offering : but the days that were before 
fhall be loft, becaufe his feparation was defiled. 
134 And this-s the law of the Nazarite: When 
the days of his feparation are fulfilled, he fhall 
be brought unto the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation. 14 And he fhall offer his 
offering unto the Lorn, one he-lamb of the firft 
year without blemifh, for a burnt-offering, and 
one ewe-lamb of the firtt year without blemith, 

for a fin-offering, and one ram without blemith, 
for peace-offerings, 15 And a bafket of un- 
leavened bread, cakes of fine flour mingled with 
oil, and wafers of unleavened bread anointed 
with oil,and their meat-offering and their drink- 
offerings. 16 And the prieft fhall bring them 
before the Lorn, and fhall offer his fin-offering, 
and his burnt-offermg. 17 And he fhall offer 
the ram fora facrifice of peace-offerings unto 
the Lorp, with the bafket of unleavened bread: 

the prieft fhall offer alfo his meat-offering and 
his drink-offering. 18 And the Nazarite thall 
fhave the head of his feparation, at the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation; and fhall 
take the hair of the head of his feparation, and. 


- put z¢ in the fire which zs under the facrifice of 
' the peace-offerings. 19 And the prieft fhall take 


the fodden fhoulder of the ram, and one unlea- 
vened cake out of the bafket, and one unlea- 
vened wafers and fhall put zbem upon the hands 
of the Nazarite, after the buir of his feparation — 
is fhaven. 20 And the prieft fhall wave them 


for awave-offering before the Lorn; this ss ho- 


ly for the priéft, with the wave-breaft, and 
heave-fhoulder: and after that the Nazarite 
may drink wine. 21 This is the law of the Na- 
zarite, who hath vowed, and of his offering un- 
to the Lorn for his feparation, befides ¢haz that 
his hand fhall get: according to the vow which 
he vowed, fo he mutt do after the law of his te- 
paration. 

After the law for the difcovery and fhame of thofe that by 
fin had made themfelves vile, fitly follows this for the direétion 
and encouragement of thofe that. by their eminent piety and de- 
yotion made themfelyes honourable, and diftinguithed thenielves 

3N 2 from 
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from their neighbours. It is very probable there were thofe 

before the making of this law, that went under the character 
‘of Nazarites, and were celebrated by that title, as perfons pro- 
fefling greater {triétnefs and zeal in religion than other people’; 
for the vow of a Nazarite is fpoken of here as a thing already 
well known ; but the obligation of it is reduced to a greater 
certainty than hitherto,it had been. Jofeph is called a Naza- 
rite among his brethren, Gen. xlix. 26.; not only becaufe /e- 
parate from them, but becaufe eminent among thém. 

Obferve, Firf, The general character of a Nazarite ; it is a 
perfon /eparated unto the Lord, ver. 2. Some were Nazarites 
for life, either by divine defignation, as Samfon, Judg. xii. 5. 
and Jolin Baptift, Luke i. 15.3 or by their pareats vow con- 
cerning them, as Samu 1'Sam.i. a1. Of thefe this law 
{peaks not. Others were fo for a ceftain time, and by their 
own voluntary engagement; and concerning them, rules are 
given by this law. A woman might bind herfelf with the vow 
of a Nazarite, under the limitations we find, Numb. xxx. 3. 
where the vow which the woman is fuppofed to vow unto the 

_ Lord, feems to be meant efpecially of this vow. The Naza- 
rites were, \ 

[1.] Devoted to the Lord during the time of their Nazar- 
isefhip and, it is probable, {pent much of their time in the 
ftudy of the law, in aéts of devotion, and inftruéing others. 
An air of piety was thereby put upon them, and upon their 
whole conyerfation. 

[2.] They were /eparated from common _perfons and com- 
mon-things. Thofe that are con/ecrated to God, mutt not be 
conformed to this world. They diftinguifhed themfelves not 
only from others, but from what they themfelves were before 
and after. | 

[3.] «They /eparated themfelves by vowing a vow. Evzy 
Ifraelite was bound by the divine law to love God with all his 
heart ; but the Nazarites by their own a& and deed bound 
themfelves to fome religious obfervances, as fruits and expref- 
fions of that love, which other Ifraelites were not bound to. 
Some fuch there were, whofe fpirits God ftirred up to be in 
their day the ornaments of the church, the {tandard-bearers of 
religion, and patterns of piety. It is fpoken of as a great fa- 
vour to their nation, that God rai/ed up of their young men for 
Nazarites, Amos ii. 11. The Nazarites were snown in the 
frreets ; and refpected as purer than fnow, whiter than milk, 
Lam. iv. 7. Chrift was called in reproach a Nazarene; fo 

"were his followers: But he was no Nazarite according to this 
law; he drank wine, and touched dead bodies: Yet in him this 
type had its accomplifhment ; for in him all purity and perfec- 
tion met; and every true Chriftian is a fpiritual Nazarite fepa- 
rated dy vow unto the Lord. We find St Paul, by the per- 
fuafion of his friends, in complaifance to the Jews, fubmitting 
to this law of the Nazarites; but at the fame time it is decla- 
red that the Gentiles fhould obferve no fuch thing, A&ts xxi. 
24, 25. It was looked upon as a great honour to a man to 
be a Nazarite: And therefore if a man fpeak of it as a punifh- 
ment, as fuppofe he fay, J will be a Nazarite rather than do 
Jo or fo, he is (fay the Jews) a wicked man; but he that vows 
to the Lord in the way of holine/s to be a Nazarite, lo, ‘the 
crown of God ts upon his head. 

Secondly, The particular obligations that. the Nazarites lay 
under; that the fancies of fuperftitious men might not multi- 
ply their reftraints. endlefsly. God himfelf lays down the law 
for them, and gives them the rule of their profeflion. 

1. They muft have nothing to do with the fruit of the vine, 
ver. 3, 4. They muft drink no wine nor ftrong drink, nor 
eat grapes, no, not the kernel or the hufk, they might not fo 


much as eata raifin. The learned Dr Lightfoot hath a conjec- | 


ture (Hor. Heb, in Luc. i, 15.) That as the ceremonial pol- 


N U M B E RS: 
lutions by leprofy, and otherwife, reprefented the finful ftate of 


fallen man; fo the inftitution of the order of Nazarites was 
defigned to reprefent the pure and perfect {tate of man in inno- 
cency: Atnd that the tree of knowledge forbidden to Adam, 
was the vine; and for that reafon it was forbidden to the Na- 
zarites, and all the produce of it. They did the tempter’s 
work who gave the Nazarites wine to drink, Amos il. 12. per- 
fuading them to that forbidden fruit. That it was reckoned a 
perfection and praife not to drink wine, appears by the inftance 
of the Rechabites, Jer. xxxv. 6. They were to drink no wine, 
(1.) That they might be examples of temperance and motti- 
fication. Thofe that feparate themfelves to God and to his 
honour, muft not fatisfy the defires of the bodys but keep that 
under, and bring it into fubje@tion. Drinking a little wine for 
ihe flomach’s fake is allowed, to help that, 1 Tim. v. 23.5 but 
drinking much wine for the palate’s fake, to pleafe that, doth 
by no means become thofe who profefs to walk not after the 
Sfiefo, but after the fpirit.. (2.) That they might be qualified 
to employ themfelves in the fervice of God. 
drink, left they forget the law, Prov. xxxi. 5.5 left they fhould 
err through wine, Va. xxviii. 7. Let all Chriftians oblige 
themfelves to be very moderate in the ule of wine and ftrong 
drink ; for if the love of thefe onde get the maftery of a man, 
he becomes a very eafy prey to Satan. It is obfervable, that, 


} becaufe they were to drink no wine, (which was the thing 


mainly intended,) they were to eat nothing that came of the 
vine; to teach us, with the utmoft care and caution to avoid 


fin, and every thing that borders upon it and_ leads to it, or 


may be a temptation to us: Abfain from all appearance of evil, 
t Thef. v. 22. 

2. They mut not cut their hair, vet. 5. They muft neither 
poll their heads, nor fhave their beards. “This was that mark 
of Samfon’s Nazaritefhip which we often read of in his f{tory. 
Now, (t.) This fignified a noble negleét of the body, and the 
eafe and ornament of it; which became thofe who, being fepa- 
rated to God, ought to be wholly taken up with their fouls, to 
fecure their peace and beauty. It fignified, that they had for 
the prefent renounced all forts of fenfual pleafures and delights, 
and refolved to live a life of felf-denial and mortification. Me- 
phibofheth in forrow trimmed not his beard, 2 Sam. xix. 24. 
(2.) Some abferve, that /ong hair is fpoken of as a badge of 
fubjection, 1-Cor. xi. 5, Sc. So that the long hair of the 
Nazarites noted their fubjection to God, and their putting 
themfelves under his dominion. (3.) By this they were known 
to all that met them to be Nazarites, and fo it commanded re- 
fpect. It made them /ook great without art: It was nature’s 
crown to the head, and a teftimony for them that they had 
preferved their purity; for if they had been defiled, their hair 
muft have been cut, ver. g. fee Jer. vii. 29. 

3. They muft not come near any dead body, ver. 6,7. O- 


/ thers might touch dead bodies; and contraéted only a ceremo-~ 


nial pollution by it for fome time; fome mutt do it, elfe the. 
dead mult be unburied: But the Nazarites muft not do it, up» 
on pain of forfeiting all the honour of their Nazaritefhip. They 
mu({t not attend the funeral of any relation, no, not father or 
mother, no more than the high prieft himfelf, becaufe the con- 


JSecration of his God is upon his head. Thofe that feparate them- . 


felves to God muft learn, 1/, To diftinguith themfelves, -and 
do more than others. 2d/y, To keep their confciences pure 
from dead works, and not to touch the unclean thing. "The 
greater profeflion of religion we make, and the moré eminent 
we appear, the greater care we muft take to avoid all fin, for 
we have fo much the more honour to lofe by it. 3dly, To 
moderate their affections even to their near relations, fo as not 
to Jet their forrow for the lofs of them break in upon their joy 
in God, and fubmiflion to his will. See Mat. viii, 21, 22. 
4 All 


Chap. VI. 


"They muft not . 


- Chap. VI. 


4. All the days of their feparation they mult be holy to the 
Lord, ver. 8. -This was the meaning of thofe external ob- 


a 


fervances; and without this they were of no account. The 
Nazarites muft be devoied to God, employed for him, and their - 


minds intent upon him; they muft keep themfelves pure in heart 
and life, and bein every thirig conformable to the divine image 
and will: This is to be holy, this is to be a Nazarite indeed. 

Thirdly, The provifion that was made for the cleanfing of 
a Nazarite, if he happened unavoidably to contract a cermonial 
pollution by the touch of a dead body. No penalty is ordered 
by this law for the wilful breach of the-foregoing laws: For it 
was not fuppofed that a man who had fo much religion as to 


make that vow could have fo J/istle as to break it prefumptuoufly ; - 


for could it be fuppofed, that he thould drink wine or have his 
hair cut, but by his own fault: But purely by the providence 
of God, without any fault of his own, he might be near a dead 
. body ; and that is the cafe put, ver. 9. Jf a man die very fud- 
denly by him, he has defiled the head of his confecration. Note, 
Death fometimes takes men away very fuddenly, and without 
any previous warning. A man might be well and dead in fo 
little a time, as that.the moft careful Nazarite could not avoid 
being polluted by the dead body; fo thort a ftep is it fometimes 
and {fo foon taken, from time to eternity. God prepare us for 
fudden death! ID, 

In this cafe, (1.) He mutt be purified from the ceremonial. 
pollution he had contraéted, as others muft, upon the feventh 
day, ver. 9. Nay, more was required for the purifying of a 
Nazarite than of another perfon that had touched a dead body; 
he mutt bring a /in-offering and a burnt-offering, and an atone- 
ment mult be made for him, ver. 10, 11. ‘This teacheth us, 
that fins of infirmity, and the faults we are overtaken in by fur- 
prife, muft be ferioufly repented of, and an application made of 
the virtue of Chrift’s facrifice to our fouls for the forgivenefs of 
them every day, 1 John ii. 1, 2; and that if thofe who make 
an eminent profeflion of religion do any thing to fully the repu- 
tation of their profeffion, more is expeéted from them than o- 
thers for the retrieving both of their peace, and of their credit. 
(2.) He muft begin the days of his feparation again; for all 
that were paft before his pollution, though coming ever fo near 
the period of his time fet, were loft and not reckoned to him, 
ver. 12 
themfelves by the dead; for that was the only thisg that loft 
their time: And it teacheth us, that if a righteous man turn a- 
way from his righteoufne/s, and defile himfelf with dead works, 
all his righteoufnefs that he has done hall be /of to him; 
Ezek. xxxiii. 13. It is all loft, all in vain, ifhe do not perfe- 
vere, Gal. iii. g. He rontt begin again, and do his fir/? works. 
_ Fourth/y, The law for the folemn difcharge of a Nazarite 
from his vow, when he had completed the time he fixed to 
himfelf? Before the expiration of that term, he could not be 
difcharged. Before he vowed, it was.in: his own power ; but 
it was too late, afler the vow to make inquiry. The Jews fay, 
that the time of a Nazarite’s vow could not be lefs than thirty 
days; and if a man faid, “I will be a Nazarite but for two 
days,” yet he was bound for thirty: But it fhould feem Paul’s 
vow was. but feven days, Adis xxi. 27.; or rather then he ob- 
ferved the ceremony of finifhing that vow of Nazaritefhip, from 
which, being at a diftance from the temple, he: had difcharged 
hhimfelf fome years before at Cenchrea, only by the ceremony 
of cutting his hair, A&s xviii. 18. 

When the time of the vowed feparation was out, he was to. 
be made free, 


_[3.] Publicly at the door of the tabernacle, ver. 13. that all. 


might take notice of the finifhing of his vow, and none might 
be offended, if:they faw him now. drink wine who had fo late- 
ly refufed it. . 
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‘This obliged them to be very careful not to defile - 


‘upon thee, and give thee peace. 
’ fhall put my name upon the children of Ifrael, 
- and | will blefs them. 
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[2.] It was to be done with facrifices, ver. 14. Left he 
fhould think that by this eminent piece of devotion he had 
made God a debtor to him, he is appointed, even when he had 
finifhed his vow, to bring an offering to God; for when we 


have done our utmoft in duty to God, ftill we muft own our- 


felves behind hand with him. He mutt bring one of each fort 
of the inftituted offerings. (1.) A durnt-offering, as an ac- 
knowledgment of God’s fovereign dominion over him, and all 
he had, {till, notwithftanding his difcharge from this particular 
vow. (2.) A fin-offering. This, though mentioned fecond, 
ver. 14. yet feems to have been offered firft, (ver. 16.5) for a- 
tonement mult be made for our fins, before any of our facrifi- 
ces can be accepted. Awnd it is very obfervable, that even the 
Nazarite that in the eye of men was purer than Jnow and wwhi- 
ter than milk, yet durft not appear before the holy God with- 
out a fin-offering, Though he had fulfilled the vow of his 
feparation without any pollution, yet he muft bring a facrifice 
for fin: For there is a guilt infenfibly contraéted by the beft 
of men, even in their be{t works; fome good omitted, fome ill. 
admitted ; which, if we were dealt with in {trict juftice, would 
be our ruin; and which make it neceffary for us to receive the 
gtonement, and plead it as our righteoufnefs before God. (3.) 
A peace-offering, in thankfulnefs to God who had enabled him 
to fulfil his vow, and in fupplication to God for grace to pre- 
ferve him from ever doing any thing unbecoming one that had 
once been a Nazarite; remembering, that though he was now 
freed from the bonds of Ais own vow, he ftill remained under 
the bonds of the divine law. (4.) To thofe were added the 
meat-offerings and drink-offerings according to the manner, (ver. 
155 17.) for thefe always accompanied the burnt-offerings and - 
peace-offerings ; and befides thofe, a Ja/ket of unleavened cakes, 
and wafers. (5.) Part of the peace-offering, with a cake and 
wafer, was to be waved for a wave-offzring, ver. 19, 20.: and 
this was a gratuity to the prieft, who had it for his pains after 
it had been firft prefentd to God. (6.) Befides alf this, he 
might bring his free-will-offerings, /uch as his hand fhall get, yer. 
21. More than this he might bring, but notlefs. And to 
grace the folemnity, it was common upon this occafion to have 
their friends to be at charges with them, Adts xxi. 24. La/lly, 
One ceremony more was appointed, which was like the can-- 
celling of the bond when the condition is performed; and that 
was the cutting off his hair, which had been fuffered’to grow 
all the time of his being a Nazarite, and burning it in the fire 
over which the peace-offerings were a-boiling, yer. 18. This 
intimated, that his full-performance of his vow. was acceptable 
to God in Chrift the great Sacrifice, and not otherwife.. Learn 
hence, to. vow. and pay to the Lord our God, for. he hath no» 
pleafure in fools. ‘ 


22 J And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, fay- 


. ing, 23 Speak unto. Aaron. and unto his fons, 


faying, On this. wife ye fhall blefs the children 
of Ifrael, faying unto.them, 24°The Lorn blefs 
thee, and keep thee: 25 Ehe Lorn make his 
face fhine upon thee, and be gracious unto 
thee: 26 The Lorp lift np: his countenance 
27 And they 


Here, Firf, Fhe priefts, among other good. offices they 
weré to do, are appointed folemnly to 4/e/s the people in the 
name of the Lord, ver. 23. It was part of their work, Deut. 
xxi. 5. Hereby God put an honour upon the prieft, for the 


lefs is bleffed of the better; and hereby he gaye great pid 
‘ ; and. 
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and fatisfaction to the people, who looked upon the prieft as 
God’s mouth to them. ‘Though the prieft of himfelf could do 
no more but deg a blefling, yet being an interceflor by office, and 
doing that in his name who commands the bleffing, the prayer 
carried with it a promife, and he pronounced it as one having 
authority, with his hands lifted up, and his face towards the peo- 
ple. Now, 1. This was a type of Chrift’s errand into the 
world, which was to Ole/s us, Ads iti. 26. as the high prieft 
‘of our profefion. The laft thing he did on earth, was with 
uplifted hands to d/e/s his difciples, Luke xxiv. 50, 51. The 
learned Bifhop Peirfon obferves it as a tradition of the Jews, 
that the priefts bleffed the people only at the clofe of the morn- 
“ing facrifice, not of the evening facrifice; to fhew (faith he) 
that in the laft days, the days of the Mefliah, which are (as 
it were) the evening of the world, the benediction of the law 
fhould ceafe, and the bleffing of Chrift fhould take place. 2. It 
was a pattern to gofpel-minifters, the matters of aflemblies, 
who are in like manner to difmifs their folemn affemblies 
with a blefling. The fame that are God’s mouth to his 
people to teach and command them, are his mouth likewife 
to blefs them; and they tlat receive the law, fhall receive the 


‘blefling. The Hebrew doétors warn the people that they fay - 


not, What availeth the blefling of this poor jimple prieft? For 
(fay they) the receiving of the bleffing dependeth not on the prieft, 
but on the holy bleffed God. oe 


Secondly, A form of bleffing is here preferibed them. In ~ 


other of their devotions no farm is prefcribed ; but this being 
God’s command of the blefling, that it might not look like 
any thing of their own, he puts the very words into their mouths, 
ver. 24, 25, 26. Where obferve, [1.] That the bleffing is 
commanded upon each particular perfon: The Lord ble/s thee. 
They muft each of them prepare themfelves to receive the blef- 
fing, and then they fhould find enough in it to make them eve- 
ry man happy: Bled /halt thou be, Deut. xxvii. 3. Tf we 
take the Jaw to ourfelves, we may take the.bleffing to ourfelves, 
as if our names were inferted. [2.] That the name Jehovah 
ts three times repeated in it, and (as the critics obferve) each 
with a different accent, in the original. The Jews themfelves 
think there is fome myftery: And we know what it is, the 
New Teftament having explained it, which dire€ts us to ex- 
pect the blefling from the grace of our Lord Fefus Chrift, the 
fove of the Father, and the communion of the Holy Ghoft, each 
of which perfons is Jenovan; and yet they are not three Lords, 
but one Lord, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. [3.] That the favour of God 
is all in all in this blefing, for that is the fountain of all good. 
1. The Lord ble/s thee ! Our bleffing God is only our peaking 
«vell of him, his blefling us is doing well for us ; thofe whom 
he Dleffeth, they are bleffed indeed. _ 2. The Lord make his face 
Jfoine upon thee! Alluding to the fhining of the fun upon the 
earth, to enlighten and comfort it, and to renew the face of it. 
« The Lord love thee, and make thee know that he loves 
thee.” We cannot but be happy if we have God’s love; and 
we cannot but be ea/y, if we know that we have it. 3. The 
Lord lift up his countenance upon thee ! This isto the fame pur- 
pofe with the former ; and it feems to allude to the fmiles of a 
gather upon his child, or of a man upon his friend whom he 
takes pleafure in. If God give us the aflurances df his f{pecial 
favour, and his acceptance of us, that will put g/adne/s into the 
heart, Pfal. iv. 7, 8.. [4.] That the fruits of this favour con- 
veyed by this blefling, are protection, pardon, and peace. 1. 
Protection from evil, ver. 24. The Lord keep thee 5 for it 
is-he that keepeth Ifrael, and neither flumbers nor fleeps, 
Pfal. cxxi. 4. and all believers are Aepi Ly the power of God. 
2- Pardon of fin, ver. 25. The Lord be gracious or merciful, 
unto thee. 3, Peace; ver. 26. including all that good which 
‘goes to make up a complete happinefs, 4. God here promifeth 
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to ratify and confirm the blefling, ver. 27.. They fhall put my 
name upon the children of Ifrael. God gives them leave to make 


~ ufe of his name in blefling the people, and to blefs them as his 


people, called by his name. This included all the bleflings 
they could pronounce upon them, to mark them for God’s pe- 
culiar, the people of his choice and love. God’s name upon 
them was their honour, their comfort, their fafety, their plea ; 
ave are called by thy name, leave us not. It is added, and “6 
will ble/s them. Note, A divine bleffing goes along with di- 
vine inftitutions, and puts virtue and efficacy into them. What 
Chrift faith of the peace, is true of the bleffing : When God’s 
minifters pronounce the blefling, Peace be to this congregation ; 
if the fons of peace ; and heirs of blefling, be there, the peace, 
the dleffing fhall reft upon them, Luke x. 5, 6,: For in every 
place where God doth record his name, he will meet his peoples 
and be/s them. 


; C HiAdiP. (MIL : 
God having fet up houfe (as it were) in the midft of the camp 
of Ifrael, the princes of Ifrael bere came a-vifiting with 
their prefents, as tenants to their landlord, in the name 
of their refpedive ‘tribes. They brought prefents, (1-) 
Upon the dedication of the tabernacle, for the fervice of 
‘that, ver. 1.—9.; (2.) Upon the dedication of the altar, 
for the ufe of that, ver, 10,—88. And, (3.) God gra- 
cloufly fignified bis acceptance of what was done, ver. 89. 
‘The two foregoing chapters were the records of additional 
laws God gave to Ifrael ; this is the hiftory of the addi- 
tional fervices which Ifrael performed to God. 
ND it came to pafs on the day that Mofes 
/-* had fully fet up the tabernacle, and had 
anointed it, and fandified it, and all the mnftru- 
ments thereof, both the altar and all the veffels 
thereof, and had anointed them, and fan@tified 


? 


| them; 2 That the princes of Ifrael, heads of 


the houfe of their fathers (who were the princes 
of the tribes, and were over them that were 
numbered,) offered : 3 And they brought their 
offering before the Lorn, fix covered waggons, 
and twelve oxen ; a waggon for two of the prin- 
ces, and for each one an ox: and they brought 
them before the tabernacle. 4 And the Lorp 
{pake unto Mofes, faying, 5 Take 7¢ of them, 


. that they may be to do the fervice of the taber- 


| bernacle. 


nacle of the congregation ; and thou fhalt give 
them unto the Levites, to every man according 
to his fervice. 6 And Mofes took the waggons 


and the oxen, and gave them unto the Levites. « 


7.Two waggons and four oxen he gave unto the 
fons of Gerihon, according to their fervice.. 8 
And four waggons and eight oxen he gave unto 
the fons of Merari, according unto their fervice, 
under the hand of Ithamar the fon of Aaron the 
prieft. 9 But unto the fons of Kohath he gave 
none: becaufe the fervice of the fanCtuary be- 
longing unto them, was that they fhould bear 
upon their fhoulders. | 


Here is the offering of the princes to the fervice of the ta- 


Obferye, . . ; ie 
ay hen 


= 
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*-[1.] When it was: Not till it was fully fet up, ver. 1. When 
all things were done, ‘both about the tabernacle itfelf, and the 
camp of Ifrael which furrounded it, according to the direc-., 


tions given, then they began their prefents ; probably about 
the eighth day of the fecond month, Note, Neceflary abfer- 


* _ vances mult always take place of free-will-offerings. Firft 


‘ thofe, and then the/e. 

[2.] Who they were that offered: The princes of Ifracl, 
heads of the houfe of their fathers, ver. 2. , Note, Thofe that 
are above others in power and dignity, ought to go defore others, 
and endeavour to go beyond them in every thing that is good. 
The more any are advanced, the more is expected from them ; 
_ for the great opportunity they have of ferving God_and their 
"generation. What is wealth and authority good for, but as 

they enable a man to do fo much the more good in the world? 

[3-] What they offered: Six waggons, with each of them 
a yoke of oxen to draw them, ver. 3. Doubilefs thefe waggons 
were agreeable to the reft'of the firniture of the tabernacle, 
and its appurtenances, the beft of the kind, like the carriages 
which great princes ufe when they, go in progrefs. Some think 
God by Mofes intémated to them what they fhould bring ; or, 
their own confideration perhaps fuggefted to them to make this 
prefent. "Though God’s wifdom had ordained all the effentials 
of the ‘tabernacle, yet it feems thefe accidental conveniences 
were left to be provided by their own difcretion, which was to 
fet in. order that which was wanting, (Tit. i. 5.); and thefe 
waggons were not refufed, though no pattern of them was /hewa 
to Mofes in the mount. Note, It muft not be expected that 
the divine inftitution of ordinances fhould defcend to all thofe 
circumf{tances which are determinable, and are fit to be left al- 
terable, by human prudence, that wifdom which is profitable to 
dired. Obferve, no fooner is the tabernacle fully fet up, but 
this provifion is made for the removal of it. Note, Even when 
we are but juft fettled in the world, and think we are beginning 
to take root; we mutt be preparing for changes and removes, 
efpecially for the great change. While we are here in this world, 
every thing mu(t be’ accommodated to a militant and moveable 
{tate. When the tabernacle was in the framing, the princes 
were very generous in their offerings; for then they brought 
precious flones, and flones to be fet, Exod. xxxv. 27. Yet now 
they bring more prefents. 
fhould ftudy to abound therein yet more and more; and not 
be weary of well-doing- 

[4.] How their offering was difpofed of, and what ufé was 
made of it. * The waggons and oxen were given to the Le- 
vites, to be ufed in carrying the tabernacle; both for their eafe, 
for God would not have any of his fervants overburdened with 
work ; and for the more fafe and light conveyance of the fe- 


veral parts of the tabernacle, which would be beft kept toge- 


ther, and fheltered from the weather in waggons. (1.) The 
Gerfhonites that had the light carriage, the curtains and. hang- 
ings, had but two waggons, and two yoke of axen, ver. 76: 
When they had loaded thofe, they mutt carry the reft, if any 
remained, upon their fhoulders. (2.) ‘The Merarites that had 
the heavy carriage, and that which was moft unwieldy, the 
boards, pillars, fockets, &’c. had four waggons, and four yoke 
af oxen allotted them, ver. 8.: And yet if they had not more 
waggons of their own, they would be obliged to carry a great 
deal upon their backs too; for the very filver fockets weighed 


a hundred talents, which was above four tum, and that was e-* 


nough to load four waggons that were drawn but by.one yoke 
of oxen a-piece. But each focket being a talent weight, which 
is about a man’s burden, (as appears, 2. Kings v. 23.) probably 
_ they carried thofe.on their backs, and put the boards and pil-. 
lars into the waggons. Obferve here, How God wifely and 
gracioully ordered the moft /Prengih to thofe that had the moft 
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Note, Thofe that have done good, 
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work: Each had waggons acearding to their fervice. Whats 


ever burden God in his providence lays upon us, he will by 
his /ufficient grace proportion the f{trength to it, 1 Cor. x. 13. 


. (3.) The Kohathices that had the moft facred carriage, had 


no waggons at all, becaufe that which was their charge they 
were to carry upon their fhoulders, (ver. ¢.) with a particular 
care and veneration. When in David’s time they carried the 
ark in a cart, God made them to know their error, by the 
death of Uzza, that they did not /eek Aim in due order.. See 
1 Chron. xy, 12. 


ro § And the princes offered for dedicating of” 
the altar, in the day that it was anointed, even 
the princes offered their offering. before the al- 
tar. 11 And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, ‘They 
fhall offer their offering each prince on his day; 
for the dedicating of the altar. 12 4 And he 
that offered his offering the firft day, was Nahs 
fhon the fon of Amminadab, of the tribe of Ju. 
dah. 13 And his.offering was one filver char- 
ger, the weight thereof.cwas an hundred and 
thirty /dckels, one filver bowl of feventy fhe- 
kels after the fhekel of the fantuary, both of 


“them were full of fine flour mingled with oil, 


for a meat-offering: 14 One {poon of ten /be- 
kels of gold, full of incenfe: 15 One young bul- 
lock, one ram, one lamb of the firft year, for a 
burnt-offering : 16 One kid of the goats fora. 
fin-offering: 17 And fora facrifice of peace-of-.- 
ferings, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five 
lambs of the firft year. This was-the offering | 
of Nahfhon the fon of Amminadab. 18 F On. 
the fecond day Nethaneel the fon of Zuar, 
prince of Iffachar, did offer. 19 He offered for 
his offering one filver charger, the weight where= 
of was an hundred and thirty /bekels, one filver 
bowl of feventy fhekels after the-(hekel.of the 
fanctuary, both of them full of fine flour min. 
gled with oil, for a meat-offering: One {poon: 
of gold of ten /bekels, full of incenfe: 21 One: 
young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the. fir 
year, fora burnt-offering: 22 One kid of the. 
goats fora fin-offering: 23 And: for a-facrifice- 
oF peace-offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he-. 
goats, five lambs of: the firft year. This was 
the offering of Nethaneel the fon of Zuar. 24. 
4] On the third day Eliab the fon of. Helon, 
prince of the children of Zebulun, did offer. 25 
His offering, was one filver.charger, the weight 
whereof: was an hundred and thirty /bekelr, 
one filvyer bow] of feventy: fhekels after-the fhe» 


“kel.of the fanctuary, both of them full of fine 


flour mingled with oil, for a meat-offering: 26: 


“One golden {poon-of ten /bekels full of incenfe: 


27 One young bullock, one ram; one lamb of 
the firft year, for a burnt-offering: 28 One kid” 


¥'s3 
Ox ~ 
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of the goats for a fin-offering: 29 And for a fa- 
crifice of peace-offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five he-goats, five lambs of the firft year. ‘This 
qas the offering of Eliab the fon of Helon. 
30 Y On the fourth day Elizur the fon of She- 
deur, prince of the children of Reuben, did offer. 
31 His offering was one filver charger, of an 
hundred and thirty /bekels, one filver bow! of 
feventy fhekels after the fhekel of the fanctua- 
ry, both of them full of fine flour mingled with 
oil, for a meat-offering: 32 One golden {poon 
of ten, /hekels, full of incenfe: 33 One young 
bullock, one ram, one lamb of the firft year, for 
a burnt-offering: 34 One kid of the goats fora 
fin-offering: 35 And fora facrifice of peace- 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five 
lambs of the firft year. This was the offering 
of Elizur the fon of Shedeur. 36 On the fifth 
day Shelumiel the fon of Zurifhaddai, prince of 
the children of Simeon, did offer. 37 His offer- 
ing was one filver charger, the weight whereof 
qvas an hundred and thirty /bekels, one filves 
bowl of feventy fhekels after the fhekel of the 
fan@tuary, both of them full of fine flour mingled 
with oil, forameat-offering: 38 One golden{pdon 
of ten /heke/s, full of incenfe: 39 One young bul- 
lock, one ram, one lamb of the firft year, for a 
burnt-offering:. 40 One kid of the goats for a 
fin-offering: 42 And for a facrifice of peace-of- 
ferings, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five 
lambs of the firft year. This was the offering 
of Shelumiel the fon of Zurifhaddai. 42 4 On 
the fixth day Eliafaph the fon of Deuel, prince 
‘of the children of Gad, offered. 43 His offer- 
ing was one filver charger, of the weight of an 
hundred and thirty /hekels, a filver bowl of fe-: 


yenty fhekels after the fhekel of the fanduary, | 


both of them full of fine flour mingled with oil, 
for a meat-oflering: 44 One golden fpoon of 
ten /bekels full of incenle : 45 One young bul- 
lock, one ram, one lamb of the firft year, for a 
burnt-offering : 46 One kid of the goats for a 
fin-offering : 47 And for a facrifice of peace-of- 
ferings, two oxen, five he-goats, five lambs of 
the firft year. 
faph the fon of Deuel. 
day Elifhama the fon of Ammibud, prince of 
the children of Ephraim, offered. 49 His of- 


fering was one filver charger, the weight where- | 
of was an hundred and thirty /besels, one fil- | 


ver bowl of feventy {hekels after the fhekel of 
the fanCtuary, both of them full of fine flour 


mingled with oil, for.a meat-offering: 50 One | 
- golden fpoon of ten /hekels, fullof incenle: 51 | 
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This was the offering of Elia. | 
48 & On the feventh | 


goats, five lambs of the firft year. 


a 
“4 


One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
firft year, fora burnt-offering: 52 One kid of 
the goats for a fin-offering : 53 And fora facri- 
fice of peace-offerings, two oxen, five rams, five 
he-goats, five lambs of the firft year. This was 
the offering of Elifhama the fon of. Ammihud. 
54 4 On the eighth day offered Gamaliel the fon 
of Pedahzur, prince of the children of Manaf- 
feh. 55 His offering was one filver charger of 
an hundred and thirty /bekels, one filver bowl 
of feventy fhekels after the fhekel of the fanétua- 
ry, both of them full of fine flour mingled with 
oil, for a meat-offering: 56 One golden fpoon 
of ten /bekels, full of incenfe: 57 One young 
‘bullock, one ram, one lamb of the firft year, 
for a burnt-offering : 58 One kid of the goats . 
for a fin-offering: 59 And for a facrifice of 
peace-offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he- 
goats, five lambs of the firft year. This was 
the offering of. Gamaliel the fon of Pedahzur. 
60 § On the ninth day Abidan the fon of 
Gideoni, prince of the children of Benjamin, 
offered. 61 His offering was one filver charger, 
the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty 
fockels, a filver bowl of feventy fhekels after 


the fhekel of the fanctuary, both of them full — 


of fine flour mingled with oil, for a meat-offer- 
ing: 62 One golden {poon of ten fhekels, full 
of incenfe: 63 One young bullock, one ram, 
one lamb of the firft year, for a burnt-offer- 
ing: 64 One kid of the goats for a fin-offer- 
ing: 65 And for a facrifice of peace- offerings, 


two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of — 


the firft year. This was the offering of Abidan 
the fon of Gideoni. 66 ff On the tenth day 
Ahiezer. the fon of Ammifhaddai, prince of 
the children of Dan, offered. 67 His offering 
was one filver charger, the weight whereof was 
an hundred and thirty /bekels, one filver bowl 
of feventy fhekels after the fhekel of the fanc- 
tuary, both of them full of fine flour mingled 
with oil, for a meat-offering: 68 One golden 
{fpoon of ten foekels, full of incenfe: 69 One 
young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the firft 
year, for a burnt-offering: 70 One kid of the 
goats for a fin-olfering : 
of peace-offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he- 
This was 
the offering of Ahiezer the fon of Ammifhad- 
dai. 72 4On the eleventh day Pagiel the fon 
of Ocran, prince of the children of A ther, ofer- 
ed. 73 His offering was one filver charger, the 
weight whereof was an hundred and thirty foe- 
kels, one filver bowl of feventy fhekels after the 

th tha - fhekel 
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71 And for a facrifice 


Chap. VIL. 


thekel of the fan@uary, both of them full of fine - 


flour mingled with oil for a meat-offering: 74 
One golden fpoon of ten /pekels, full of incenfe: 
75 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of 
the firft year, for a burnt-offering: 76 One 
‘kid of the goats for a fin-offering: 77 And for 
a facrifice of peace-offerings, two oxen, five 
rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the firft year. 
This was the offering of Pagiel the fon of O- 
cran. 78 4 On the twelfth day Ahira the fon 
of Enan, prince of the children of Naphtali, 
offered. 79 His offering was one filver charger, 
the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty 
Soekels, one filver bowl of feventy fhekels, after 
“the fhekel of the fanctuary, both of them full 
of fine flour mingled with oil, for a meat-offer- 
ing: 80 One golden fpoon of ten /Zekels, full 
of incenfe: 81 One young bullock, one ram, 
one lamb of the firft year, for a burnt-offering : 
82 One kid of the goats for a fin-offering: 83 
And for a facrifice of peace-offerings, two oxen, 
five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the firft 
year. This was the offering of Ahira the fon 
of Enan. 84 This was the dedication of the 
altar (in the day when it was anointed) by the 
princes of Ifrael: twelve chargers of filver, 
twelve filver bowls, twelve {poons of gold: 85 
Each charger of filver weighing an hundred and 
thirty /bekels, each bowl feventy: all the filver 
veflels weighed twothoufand and four hundred 
foekels after the thekel of the fan@tuary. 86 
The golden fpoons were twelve, full of incenfe, 
weighing ten /bekels.a-piece, after the fhe- 
kel of the fanctuary: all the gold of the 
fpoons was an hundred and twenty /bekels. 
87 All the oxen for the burnt-offermg were 
twelve bullocks, the rams twelve, the lambs of 
the firft year twelve, with their méat-offering : 
and the kids of the goats for fin-offering, twelve. 
88 And all the oxen for the facrifice of the 
peace-offerings, were twenty and four bullocks, 
the rams fixty, the he-goats fixty, the lambs of 
the firft year fixty. This was the dedication 
of the altar, after that it was anointed. 89 And 
when Mofes was gone into the tabernacle of 
the congregation, to {peak with him; then he 
heard the voice of one {peaking unto him from 
off the mercy-feat that was upon the ark of 
teftimony, from between the two cherubims: 
and he fpake unto hin. 

We have here an account of the great folemnity of dedica- 
ting the altars, both that of lurnt-offerings, and that of incenfe. 
‘They had been fandified before, when they were anoiated, 
Lev. vill. 10, 11.; but now they were henjeled, as it were, by 
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the princes, with the free-will-offerings. They Zegun the ufe of 
them with rich prefents, and great expreflions of joy and glad- 
nefs, and. extraordinary refpeét to thofe tokens of God’s pre- 
fence with them. Now obferve here, 

Firft, That the princes and great men were firft and forward- 
eft in the fervice of God. Thofe that are entitled to prece- 
dency, fhould godefore in good works, and that is true honour. 
This is an example to the nobility and gentry, thofe that are 
in authority, and of the firft rank in their country; they ought 
to improve their honour and power, their eftate and intereft, 


_ for the promoting of religion, and the fervice of God in the 


places where they live. It is juftly expected, that they that 
have more than others, fhould do more gocd than others with, 
what they have; elfe they are unfaithful {tewards, and will not 
make up their account with joy. Nay, great men muft not on- 
ly with their wealth and power affift and protect thofe that do 
ferve God, but they muft make confcience of being devout and 
religious themfelves, and employing themfelves in the exercifes 
of piety; which will greatly redound to the honour of God, 
(Pfal. cxxxviit. 4, 5.) and have a mighty good influence upon 
others, who will be the eafier perfuaded to the aéts of devotion, - 


- when they fee them thus brought into reputation. It is certain, 


the greateft of men is lefs than the leaft of the ordinanses of God ; 
nor are the meanef? fervices of religion any difparagement to 
thofe that make the greate/? figure in the world. : 
econdly, The offerings they brought were very rich ard va- 
luable ; fo rich, that fome think there was not fo great a dif- 


| ference in eftate between them and others, as that they were. 


able to bear the expence of them themfelves, but that the heads 
of each tribe contributed to the offering which their prince 
brought. [1.] They brought fome things to remain for {tand- 
ing fervice : twelve large filver difhes, each about fixty ounces 
weight; as many large filver cups, or bowls, of about thirty-five 
ounces ; the former to be ufed for the meat-offerings, the latter 
for the drink-offerings ; the former for the flefh of the facrif. 
ces, the latter for the blood. The altar was God’s table, (as 
it were,) and it was fit fo great a King fhould be /erwed in plate. 
The golden fpoons being filled with incen/e it is very likely were _ 
intended for the fervice of the golden altar, for both the altars 
were anointed at the fame time. Note, In works of piety and 
‘charity, we ought to be generous according as our ability is. 
He that is the belt, fhould be ferved with the belt we have. 
The Ifraelites indeed might well afford to part with their gold 
and filyer in abundance to the fervice of the fan@tuary: For 
they needed it not to buy meat, and victual their camp, who, - 
were daily fed with bread from heaven ; nor did they need it 
to buy land, or pay their army, who were fhortly to be put in 
poflefion of Canaan. [2.] ‘They brought fome things to be 
ufed immediately,, offerings of each fort; burnt-offerings, fin- 
offerings, and a preat many peace-offerings ; one part of which 
they were to feait with their friends, and the meat-offitings 
that were to be annexed to them. Hereby they fignified their 
thankful acceptance of, and chearful fubmiffion to, all .thofe 
laws concerning the facrifices, which God had lately by Mofes 
delivered to them. And though it was atime of joy and re- 
joicing, yet it is obfervable, that ftill, in the midft of their fa- 
crifices, we find a fin-offering : Since in our beft fervices we 
are con{cious to ourlelves that there is a mixture of fin, it is fit 
there fhould be even in our moft joyful fervices, a mixture of 
repentance. In all our approaches to God, we mutt by faith 
haye an eye to Chrilt as the great Sin-offering, and make men- | 
tion of him. ; 
Thirdly, ‘Uhey brought their offerings each on a feveral day, 
in the order that they had lately been put into, fo that the fo- 
lemnity lafted twelve days : So God appointed, ver. 11. They 
Jeall bring their offering each prince on his day: and fo they 
30 did 
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did. One fabbath mut necds fall within the twelve days, if 
net two: But it fhould feem they did not intermit on the fab- 
bath ; for it was holy work, proper enough for a holy day. 
God appointed that it fhould thus be done on feveral days’; 
(1.) That the folemnity might be prolonged, and fo might be 
univerfally taken notice of by all [rael, and the remembrance 
of it more effectually preferved. (2.) That an equal honour 
might thereby be put upon cach feveral tribe: In Aaron’s 
breaft-plate each had his precious {tone : fo in this offering each 
had his day. (3.) Vhus it would be done more decently and 
in order. God’s work fhould not be done confufedly, and in 
a hurry :. Take time, and we fhall have done the fooner ; or at 
leaft, we.fhall have done the better. (4.) God hereby figni- 
fied how well pleafed he is, and how well pleafed we /hould be, 
with the exercifes of piety and devotion. ‘The repetition of 
them fhould be a continued pleafure to us, and we muft not be 
weary of well-doing. If extraordinary fervices come to be 
done for twelve days together, we mutt not /nuff at it, nor call 
it a.tafk and a burden. (5.) The prieft and Levites having 
this occafion to offer the fame facrifices, and thofe fome of e- 
very fort, every day, for fo many days together, would have 


their hands well fet in, and would be well verfed in the laws * 


concerning them: (6.) ‘The peace-offerings were all to be 
eaten the fame day they were offered; and two oxen, five 


rams, five he-goats, and five lambs, were enough for one day’s . 


feftival: Had there been more, efpecially if all had bagp 
brought of a day, there might have been danger of excefs. The 
virtue of temperance muft not be left under pretence of the re- 
Jigion of feafting. ; 

Fourthly, All their offerings were exactly the fame, without 
any variation, though it is probable the princes were not all 
alike rich, nor the tribes neither; but thus it was intimated, 
that all. the tribes of Ifrael had an equal fhare in the altar, and 
an equal intereft in the facrifices that were offered upon it. 
Though one tribe was pofted more honourably in the camp 
than another, yet they and their fervices wete all alike accept- 
able to God. Nor muft we have the faith of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift with re/pe of perfons, Jam. ii. 1. 

Fifthly, Nahfhon, the prince of the tribe of Judah offered 
firft, becaufe God had given that tribe the firft poft of honour 
in the camp; and the re(t of the tribes acquiefced, and offered 
in the fame order that God had appointed them to encamp : 
Judah, of which tribe Chrift came, firft; and then the reft. 
‘Thus, in the. dedication of fouls to God every man is prefent- 
ed in his own order, Chrift the firft-fruits, 1 Cor. xv. 23. 
Some obferve that Nahfhon is the only one that is not exprefs- 
ly called a prince, ver. 12.3 which the Jews give this account 
of: He is not called a.prince, that he might not be puffed up 
becaufe he offered firft; and all the other are called princes, 
becaufe they, (though fome of them of the elder houfe) fub- 
mitted, and offered after him: Or, becaufe the title of prince 
of Fudah did more properly belong to Chrift; for unto him 

feali the gathering of the people be. 

Sixthly, Though the offerings were all the fame, yet the ac- 
count of them is repeated at large for each tribe, in the fame 
words. We are fure there are no vain repetitions in -{cripture, 

what then fhall we make of thefe repetitions? Might it not have 
ferved to fay of this noble jury, That the Jame offering which 
their foreman brought, each on his day brought hkewife ? No; 
God would have it {pecified for each tribe. And why fo? 1, 
It was for the encouragement of thefe princes, and of their re- 
fpeétive tribes, that each of their offerings being recorded at 
large, no flight might feem to be put upon any of them; for 
rich and poor meet together before God. 2d/y, It was for the 
encouragement of all generous atts of piety and charity, by let- 


ting us know, that. what is fo given, is /ent to the Lord, and he. 
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carefully Joos it, with every one’s name prefixed to his gift. 
becaufe what is fo given, he will pay i again, and even a cup — 
of cold water fhall have its reward. He is not unrighteous, 

to forget either the coft or /abour of: love, Heb. vi. 1o., We. 
find Chrift taking particular notice what was cat into the trea- 

fury, Mark xi. 41. Though what is offered be but Uile, 

while it is according to our ability, though it be a contribution 

to the charity of others, yet it fhall be recorded, that it may be. 
recompenfed in the refurrection of the juit. 

Seventhly, The fum total is added at the foot of the account, . 
(ver. 84, 88.) to fhew, how well pleafed God was with the 
mention of his free-will offerings ; and what a great deal it a- 
mounted to in the whole, when every prince brought in his 
quota ; how greatly would the fanétuary of God be enriched 
and beautified, ifall would in their places do their part towards 
it, by exemplary purity and devotion, extenfive charity, and 
univerfal ufefulnefs? 

Lighthly, God fignified his gracious acceptance of thefe pre- 
fents that were brought him, by {peaking familiarly to Mofes, 
as a man {peaks to his friend, from off the mercy-feat, ver. 89. 
Numb. xii. 8. And in {peaking to him, he did in effect {peak 
to all Ifrael, fhewing them ‘this ¢oken for good, Pfal. ciii. 7. 
Note, By this we may know that God hears and accepts our 
prayers, if he gives us grace to hear and receive his word ; for 
thus our communion with him is maintained and kept up... I 
know not why we may not fuppofe, that upon each of the days 
on which thefe offerings were brought, probably while the 
priefts and offerers were feafting upon the peace-ofterings; Mo- 
fes was in the tabernacle receiving fome of thefe laws, and or-° 
ders which we have already met with in this.and the foregoing: 
book. And here the excellent Bifhop Patrick obferves, that. 
God’s {peaking to Mofes thus by an audible articulate voice, as. 
if he had. been clothed with a body, might be looked upon as 
an earne(t of the incarnation of the Son of God in the fulnefs 
of time, when the Word fhould be made fle/h, and {peak in the 
language of the fons of men; For however God. at fundry- 
times, and in divers manners, fpake unto the fathers, he has in 
thefe laft days {fpoken unto us by his Son. And that he that. 
now fpake to Mofes, as the Shechinah or divine majefty from 
between the cherubims, was the eternal Word, the fecond per- 
fon in the Trinity, was the pious conjecture of many of the. 
antients: For all God’s communion with man is by his Son:, 
by whom he made the world, and rules the church; and who, 
is the fame yefterday, to-day, arid for. ever. ie 
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This chapter ts concerning the lamps or lights of the fane- 
tuary, 1. The burning lamps in the candleflick, which the: 
prieis were charged to tend, ver. 1,—4. Il. The ving 
lamps (if I may ‘fo call them,). the Levites, who as mini-. 
fliers were burning and fhining lights. The ordination of. 
the prichs we had an account of Ley. viii.; here, of the. 
ordination of the Levites, the inferior clergy: (1.) How: 
they were purified, ver. 5,—8. (2:) How they were 
parted with by the people, ver.9, 10. (3.) How they: 
were prefented to’ God in lieu of the firft-born, ver. 11,—- 
18. (4.) How they were configned to Aaron and his 
Jons,.to be minifiers to them, ver. 19. (5.) And how all 
thefe orders were duly executed, ver. 20,~22. nad 
laftly, the age appointed for their minifration, ver. 23>—- 
26. 


AY the Lorp {pake unto Mofes, faying, © 
2 Speak unto Aaron, and fay unto him, 


When thou lighteft the lamps, the feyen lamps 
j fhalt: 


: 
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fhall give light over agaimft the candleftick. 3 
And Aaron did:fo; he lighted the lamps there- 
of ‘over againft the candleftick : as the Lorp 
commanded Mofes. 4 And this work of the 
candleftick was of beaten gold, unto the fhaft 
thereof, unto the flowers thereof, was beaten 
work : according unto the pattern which the 
Lorn had fhewed Mofes, fo he made the candle- 
ftick. 


Direétions were given’ long before this for the making of 
the golden candleftick, Exod, xxv: 31.3 and it was made ac- 
cording to the pattern fhewed to Mofes in the mount, Exod. 
XXxvil. 17.: But now it was that the lamps were firft order- 
ed to be lighted, when other things began to be ufed. Ob- 
ferve, [1.] Who mutt light the lamps: Aaron himfelf, he 
lighted the lamps, ver. 3. As the peoples reprefentative to God, 
he thus did the office of a fervant in God’s houfe, lighting his 
Matter’s candle: As the reprefentative of God to the people, 


he thus gave them the fignifications of God’s will and favour, | 
which is thus expreffed,. Pfal. xviii. 28. Thou wilt light my 


candle ; and thus Aaron himfelf was now lately directed to 
blefs the: people, The Lord make his face fhine upon thee, chap. 
vi. 25. The commandment is a lamp, Prov. vi. 23. The 
feripture is a light /hining in a dark place, 2 Pet. i. 19. And 
a dark place indeed even the church would be without it, as 
the tabernacle without the lamps,” for it had no window in it. 
Now the work of minifters is to ight thefe lamps, by expound- 
ing and applying the word of God. The prieft lighted the 
middle lamp from’the fire of the altar; and the reft of the 
lamps he lighted one from another: Which (faith Mr Ainf- 
worth) fignifieth, That the fountain of all light and knowledge 
cometh from Chrilt, who! has the even /pirits of God, figured 
by the /even lamps of ‘fire, Rev. iv. 5.3 but that in expounding 
of {cripture, one paffage muft borrow light from another. He 
alfo fuppofeth, that /even being a number of perfection, by the 
feven branches of the candleftick is fhewed the full perfeétion 
of the {criptures, which are able to make us wife to falvation. 
[2.] To-what end the lamps were lighted: That they might 
give light over againft the candleftick, i.e. to that part of the ta- 
-bernacle where the table ftood, with the fhew-bread upon it, 
over againft the candleftick. They were not lighted like tapers 
in an urn, to burn to themfelves ; but to give light to the other 
Jide of the tabernacle, for therefore candles are lighted, Mat. v. 
15. Note, The lights of the world, the lights of the church, 
mutt /hine as lights. Therefore we have light, that we may 
give light. 

5 9 And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
6 Take the Levites from among the children 
of Ifrael, and cleanfe them. 7 And thus fhalt 
thou do unto them, to cleanfe them: Sprinkle 
water of purifying upon them, and let them 
fhave all their flefh, and let them wath their 
clothes, and fo make themfelves clean. § Then 
let them take a young bullock with his meat- 


offering, even fine flour mingled with oil, and~ 


another young bullock fhalt thou take for a 
fin-offering. g And thou fhalt bring the Le- 
yites before the tabernacle of the congregation; 
. and thou fhalt gather the whole aflembly of the 

. children of Ifrael together: ro And thou fhalt 
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bring the Levites before the Lorn, and the 
children of Ifrael fhall put their hands upon the 
11 And Aaron fhall offer the Levites 
before the Lorn, for an offering of the children 
of Ifrael ; that they may execute the fervice of 
the Lorp. 12 And the Levites (hall lay their 
hands upon the heads of the bullocks: and 
thou fhalt offer the one for a fin-offering, and 
the other fora burnt-offering unto the Lorn, 
to make an atonement for the Levites. 13 And 
thou fhalt fet the Levites before Aaron,and be- 
fore his fons, and offer them for an offering un- 
to the Lorn. 14 Thus fhalt thou feparate the 
Levites from. among the children of Ifrael : and. 
the Levites fhall be mine. 15 And after that 
fhall the Levites go in, to do the fervice of the 
tabernacle of the congregation : and thou fhalt 
cleanfe them, and offer them for an offering. 

16 For they are wholly given unto me from a- 
mong the children of Hrael ; inftead of fuch as 


open every womb, even inftead of the firft-born 


of all the children of Ifrael, have I taken them 
unto me. 17 For all the firft-born-of the child- 
ren of Ifrael ave mine, both man and beaft : on 
the day that I {mote every firft-born in the land 
of Egypt, I fanctified them for myfelf. 18 And 
I have taken the Levites for all the firft-born 
of the children of Ifrael. 19 And I have given 
the Levites as a gift to Aaron, and to his fons, 
from among the children of Tirael; to do the 
fervice of the children of Ifrael in the tabernacle: 
of the congregation, and to make an atonement 
for the children of Ifrael: that there be no 
plague among the children of Ifrael, when the 
children of Ifrael come nigh unto the fanétuary.. 
20 And Mofes and Aaron, and all the congre- 
gation of the children of Ifrael did to the Le- 
vites according unto all that the Lorp com- 
manded Mofes concerning the Levites, fo did 
the children of Ifrael unto them. 21 And the 
Levites were purified, and they wafhed their 
clothes: and Aaron offered them as an offering 
before the Lorp ; and Aaron made an atone- 
ment for them to cleanfe them. 22 And after 
that went the Levites in, to do their fervice in 
the tabernacle of the congregation before Aaron 
and before his fons: as the Lorp had com- 
manded Mofes concerning the Levites, fo did 
they unto them. 23 q And the Lorp {pake 
unto Mofes, faying, 24 This zs it that belongeth 
unto the Levites : from twenty and five years 
old, and upward, they (hall go in to wait upon 
the fervice of the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion: 25 And from the age of ey years they 
302 fhall 
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fhall ceafe waiting upon the fervice thereof, and 
fhall ferve no more: 26 But thall mmifter with 
their brethren in the tabernacle of the congre- 


gation, to keep the charge, and fhall do no fer- 


vice. Thus fhalt thou do unto the Levites, 
touching their charge. 5 


We read before of the feparating of the Levites from among 
the children of Ifrael, when they were numbered, and the 
numbering of them by themfelves, chap. iii. 6, 15. that they 
might be employed in the fervice of the tabernacle. Now here 
we have directions given for their folemn, ordination, ver. 6.3 
and the performance of it, ver. 20. All Ifrael muft know 
that they took not this honour to themfelves, but were called 
of God to it; nor wag it enough that they were di/inguifbed 
from their neighbours, but they muft be folemnly devoted to 
God. Note, All that atc employed for God mult be- dedicated 
to him, according as the degree of the employment is.  Chrif- 
tians muit be daptized, minifters muft be ordained. We mutt 
firft give our own /é/ves unto the Lord, and then our fervices. 
Obferve in -what method this was done. 

Figft, The Levites mult be cleanfed, and were fo. The 
rites and ceremonies of their cleanfing were to be performed, 
{1.) By themfelves. They mutt wa/b their clothes, and not 
only bathe but /have ail their flefa, as the leper was to do when 
he was cleanfed, Lev. xiy. 8. They muft caufe a razor to 
pafs over all their flefb, to clear themfelves from that defilement 
which would not wath off. Jacob, whom God loved, was a 
fmooth man; it was Efau that was hairy. The great pains 
they were to take with themfelves to make themfelves clean, 
teacheth all Chriftians and minifters particularly, by repentance 
and mortification, to cleanfe themfelves from all filthine/s of flef 
and fpirit, that they may perfed holinefs. "They mult be clean 
that bear the veffels of the Lord. (2.) By Mofes. He mutt 
Sprinkle the water of purifying upon them, which was prepared 
by divine direiion. This fignified the application of the blood 
of Chrilt to our fouls by faith, for the purifying of us from an 
evil conftience, that we may be fit to ferve the living God. It 
is our duty to cleanfe ourfelves, and God’s promife is, that he 
will cleanfe us. 

Secondly, The Levites being thus prepared, muft be brought 

before. the Lord, in a folemn affembly of all Ifrael, and the 
children of Ifrael mult put their hands upon them, ver. 10. ; 
fo transferring their intereft in them and in their fervice, (to 
which as of a part, the whole body of the people was intitled, ) 
to God and to his fangtuary. ‘1 hey piefented them to God 
as living facrifices, holy and acceptable, to perform a reafonable 
fervice; and therefore, as the offerers in all other cafes did, 
they /aid hands upon them, defiring that their fervice might be 
accepted in lieu of the attendance of the whole congregation, 
particularly the fy/?-born, which they acknowledged God might 
have infifted on. 
people to ordain minifters ; for this impofition of hands by the 
children of Ifrael upon the Levites did not make them mini- 
fiers of the fanétuary, but only fignified the peoples parting 
with that tribe out of their militia and civil incorporations, in 
‘order to their being made minifters by Aaron, who was to of- 
fer them before the Lord. All the congregation of the child. 
ren of. Ifrael could not /ay hands on them ; but it is probable 
the rulers and elders did, as the reprefentative body of the peo- 


ple. Some think the firft-born did it, becaufe in their {tead. 
What ever God calls - 


the Levites were confecrated to God. 
for from us to ferye his own glory by, we muft chearfully re- 
fign it; day our hands upon it, not to detain it, but to farren- 
der it, and let it go to him that is entitled to it, _ 
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Thirdly, Sacrifices were to be offered for them: A /in-of- © 
fering firft, (ver. 12.) aad then a burnt-ofering to make an 
atonement for the Levites, who, as the parties concerned, were 
to lay upon the head of the facrifices. See here (1,) That we 
are all utterly unworthy and unfit to be admitted into and em-~ 
ployed in the fervice of God, till atonement be made for fin, 
and thereby our peace made with God. That interpoling 
cloud muft be feattered, before there can be any comfortable 
communion fettled between God and our fouls. (2.) That 
it is by facrifice, by Chrift the great Sarrifice, that we are re- 
conciled to God, and made fit to be offered to him. — It is by 
him that Chriftians are fandtified to the work of their Chrif- 
tianity, and minifters to the work of their miniftry. The 
learned Bifhop Patrick’s notion of this facrifice offered by the 
Levites, is, That the Levites were themfelyes confidered as an 
expiatory facrifice, for they were given to make atonement for 
the children of Lfracl, vex. 19.3 and yet not being devoted to 
death, no more than the firft-born were, thefe two facrifices 
were fubftituted ia their ftead; upon which, therefore, they 
were to lay their hands, that the fn which the children of 
Ifrael laid upon them, ver. 10, might be transferred to thefe 


‘ beafts, 


Fourthly, The Levites themiclves were offered before the 
Lord for an offering of the children of Ifrael, ver. 14. Aaron 
gave them up to God, as being firlt given up by themfelves, 
and by the children of Ifrael. The original word fignifies a 
wave-offering : Not that they were a@ually waved; but they 
were prefented to God, as the God of heaven, and the Lord of 
the whole earth, as the wave-offerings were: And in calling 
them wave-offrings, it was intimated to them, that they mutt 
continually Zft up them/elves towards God in his ferwice, lift up 
their eyes, lift up their hearts, and mult move to and fro with 
readinefs in the bufinefs of their profefion. They were. not 
ordained to be id/z, but to be adive, and ftirring, - 

Fifthly, God here declares his acceptance of them, ver. 14. 
The Levites /hall be mine, God took them inftead of the firft- 
born, ver. 16, £7, 18.3 of which before, chap. ii, 41, Note, 


| What is in fincerity offered to God, hall be gracioufly owpe 


and accepted by him. And his minifters who have obtaincd 
mercy of him to be faithful, have particular marks of fayour 
and honour put upon them: They fhall be mine; and then, 
ver. 15. they fhall go iz ta do the fervice of the tabernacle. God 
takes them for his own, that they.might /erve him. All that 
expect to {hare in the privileges of the tabernacle, muft re- 
folve to do the fervice of the tabernacle. As on the one hand 
none of God’s creatures are his meceffary fervants, he needs - 
not the feryice of any of them; fo, on the other hand, none 
are taken merely as Aonorary fervants, to do nothing. Alb 


_whom God owns, he employs: Angels themfelves have their 


fervices. ; 
Sixthly, They are then asa giftto Aaron and his fons, 

(ver. 19.) yet fo as that the benefit accrued to the children of. 

Tfrael. (1) The Levites mult a&t under the pricfis, as at~ . 


 tendants on them, and afliftants to them in the fervice of the 


fanctuary. Aaron offers them to God, ver. 11.3 and then 
God gives them back to Aaron, ver. 19. Note, Whatever 
we give up to God, he will give it back to us unfpeakably to 
our advantage, Our hearts, our children, our eftates, are ne- 
ver more ours; more truly, more comfortably: ours, than when 
we have offered them up to God. (2.) That they muft aét 
for the people. They were taken to do the fervice of the children 
of Lfrael; i.e. not only to do the fervice. which they fhould 
do, but to ferve their interefts, and do that which fhould real- 
ly redound to the honour, fafety, and profperity of the whole 
nation. Note, They that faithfully perform the fervice of God, 
do.one of the beft fervices that can be done to the public: - 
God’s.. 


Chap. : oe | 


‘God’s minifters, while they keep within the fphere of their of- 
fice, and confcientioufly difcharge the duty of it, muft be look- 
ed upun as fome of ithe molt ufefiul fervants of their country. 
Vhe children of Ifrael can as ill fpare the tribe of Levi as any 
of their tribes. 
Lfrael ? it follows. It is to make an atonement for them, that 
there be no plague among them. Jt was the priefts work to make 
atonement by facrijice ; but the Levites made atonement by 
attendance, and preferved the peace with heaven which was 
made by facritice. If thefervice of the priefts in the taber- 
nacle had been left to all the firft-born of Hrael promifcuoufly, 
either it would have been negleéted, or done unfkilfully and ir- 
reverently, being done by thofe that were neither fo clofely tied 
to it, nor fo diligently trained upto it, nor fo conftantly ufed 
to it, as the Levites were; and this would bring @ plague a- 
mong the children of Lfrael, meaning perhaps the death of the 
firft-born themfelves, which was the laft and grcate{t of the 
plagues of Egypt. ‘Vo prevent this, and to preferve the atone- 
ment, the Levites were appointed. to do this fervice, who fhould. 
be bred up to it under their parents from their infancy, and 
therefore would be well verfed in ut: And: fo the children of 
Irae, i.e. the firft-born, fhould not need to come nigh to the 
fanétuary 3 ox when, any Ifraelites had occafion, the Levites 
would be ready to inftruét them, and introduce them, and fo 
prevent any fatal mifcarriage or miftake. Note, It is a very 
great kindnefs to the church, that minifters are appointed to go 
before them in the things of God, as guides, overfeers, and ru- 
fers, ia religious worfhip, and to make that their bufinefs. When 
Chrift afcended on high, he gave thefe gifis, Eph. iv. 8, 11, 
T2. 

Seventhly, The time of their miniftration is fixed. (1.) 
They were to enter upon the fervice at twenty-five years old, 
ver. 24... They were not charged with the carrying of the ta- 

_ bernacie, and the utenfils of it, ull they were thirty years old, 
chap-4v. 3. But they were entered to be otherwife fervice- 
able, at twenty-five years old; a very good age for minifters 
to begin their public work at. The work then required that 
{trength of body, and the work now requires that maturity of 
judgement and flayednefs of behaviour, which men rarely arrive 
at till about that age: And novices are ia danger of being lifted 
wp with pride. (2.) They were to have a writ of eafe at fifty 
years old: Then they were to return front the warfare, as the 


phrafe is, ver. 25. not cafhiered with difprace, but preferred 


rather to the reft, which their age required, to be loaded with 
the honours of their office, as hitherto they had been with the 
burdens of it. They hall minifer with their brethren in the 


tabernacle, to direé&t the junior Levites, and fet them in; and 


_ they fhall cep the charge, as guards upon the avenues of 
the tabernacle, to {ee that no ftranger intruded, nor any perfon 
in his uncleannefs: But-they-fhall not be put upon any ferwice, 
which may be a fatigue tothem. If God’s grace provide that 
men fhall have ability according to their work, man’s prudence 
fhould take care that men have work but according. to their a- 
bility. The aged are moft fit for truffs, and to keep the charge ; 
the younger are moft fit for work, and to dothe fervice. Thofe 
that have wfed the office of a fervant well, purchafe to themfelves 
a good degree, 1 ‘Vim. ill, 13. Yet indeed gifts are. not tied 
to ages, (Job xxxii. 9.) but all thefe worketh that one and the 
felf-fame Spirit. 'Vhus was the affair of the Levites fettled. . 
etc ; CHAP. IX.. 
This chapter is, I. 


- return of the year, ver. 1,—5. (2.) Provifos added, what 
_ Should be done with thofe that were ceremonially unclean, or 


otherwife difabled, at the time when the paffover was to be. 


Concerning the great ordinance of the paf- 
over. (1.) Orders given for the obfervance of it, at the 
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But what is the fervice they do the children of | 
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kept, ver. 614. Il. Concerning the great favour of the 
pillar of cloud, which wasa guide to ffrael through the 
wilderne/s, ver. 15,23» 

ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes in the 
wildernefs of Sinai, in the firft month of 

the fecond year, after they were come out of 
the land of Egypt, faying, 2 Let the children 
of Ifrael alfo keep the paflover at his appointed 
feafon. 3 In the fourteenth day of this month 
at even, ye thall keep it. in his appointed fea- 
fon : according to all the rites of it, and-accord- 
ing to all the ceremonies thereof fhall ye keep 
it. 4 And Mofes fpake unto the children of 

Ifrael, that they fhould keep the paffover. 5 

And they kept the paffover on the fourteenth 

day of the firft month at even, in the wilder- 

nefs of Sinai: according to all that the Lorp 
commanded Mofes, fo did the children of Ifrael.. 

6 4 And there were certain men who were de- 

filed by the dead body of a man, that they 

could not keep the paffover on that day: and 
they came betore Mofes, and before Aaron on 
that day. 7 And thofe men faid unto him, 

We are defiled by the dead body of a man: 

wherefore are we kept back, that we may not 

offer an offering of the Loxb in his appointed 
feafon among the children of Hrael? 8 And 

Moles faid unto them; Stand fill, and 1 will 

hear what the Lor» will command concerning 

you. 9 ¥ And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, 
faying, 10 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, 
faying, If any man of you, or of your pofterity 
fhall be unclean by reafon of a dead body, or 
be in a journey afar off, yet he thall keep the 
paffover unto the Lorp.. ra. The fourteenth 
day of the fecond month at. even. they {fhall. 
keep it; and eat it with unleavened bread and 
bitter herbs. 12: They fhall: leave. none. of it 


‘unto the morning, nor break. any bone of. it: 
- according’ to all the ordinances of the pafiover, 
they fhall keep it, 


13 But the man.that zs 
clean, and is not ina journey, and forbeareth 
to keep the paflover; even the fame foul shall. 
be cut off from his people, becaufe he brought 
not: the offering of the Lorn in his appointed 
feafon.; that man. {hall: bear his fin.. 14. And 
if a ftranger fhall fojeurn among: you, and wall 


- keep the paflover unto the Lorn, according to 
‘the ordinance of the patfover, and according to 
the manner: thereof, fo.thall. he do: ye fhall 


have one ordinance, both for the ftranger, and 


for him that was born in the lands. 


Here is, I.. An order given for the folemnizing of the paffo- - 


ver, that day twelve-month’ after they came out of Egypt, on 


the fourteenth day of the firlt month of the feeond year, fome 
days 
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days before they were numbered, for that was done in the be- 
ginning of the /econd month. Obferve, [1.] God gave parti- 
cular orders for the keeping of this pafover; otherwife (it fhould 
feem) they had not kept it: For in the firftnftitution of this 
ordinance it was appointed to be kept when they fhould come 
into the land of promife, Exod. xii. 25.3 and for ought appears, 
after this they kept no paffover till they came to Canaan, Joth. 
v. 10, This was an early indication of the abolifhing of the 
ceremonial inftitutions at laft, that fo foon after they were firft 
appointed, fome of them were fuffered to lie afleep for fo many 
years. ‘The ordinance of the Lord’s fupper (which came in 
the room of the paffover) was -not thus intermitted or fet afide 
in the firft days of the Chriftian church, though thofe were 
days of greater difficulty and diftrefs than Ifrael knew in the 
~wildernefs; nay, in the times of perfecution the Lord’s fupper 
was celebrated more frequently than afterwards. The Tfrael- 
ites in the wildernefs could not forget their deliverance out of 
Egypt; their prefent {late was a conftant memorandum of it to 
them: All the danger was when they came to Canaan; there, 
therefore, they had ‘need to be minded of the rock out of 
which they were hewn. Towever, becaufe the firft_ paffover 
was celebrated in a hurry, and was rather the fubftance itfelf 
than the fign, it was the will of God, that at the return of the 
year, when they were more compofed, and better acquainted 
with the divine law, they fhould obferve it again, that their 
children might more diftinély underftand the folemnity, and 
the better remember it hereafter. Calvin fuppofeth they were 
obliged to keep it now; and notes it as an inftance of their 
careleffnefs, that they had need to be minded of an inftitution 
they fo lately received.. (2.) Mofes faithfully tranfmitted to 
the people the orders given him, ver. 4. Thus St Paul deli- 
vered to the churches what he received of the Lord concerning 
"the gofpel-paffover, 1 Cor. xi. 23. 
be monitors, and minifters mult fir up mens minds by way of 
remembrance to that which is good. (3.) The people obferved 
the orders given them, ver. 5. ‘I hough they had lately, kept 


the fea{t of dedication, Ley. viti. yet they did not defire to ex- | 
cufe themfelves with that from keeping this feaft. Note, Ex- - 
traordinary performances muft not fuperfede or juftle out our : 
They kept the paffover even in the wilder- - 


{tated fervices. 
aefs: Though our condition be /folitary and unfettled, yet. we 
muft keep up our attendance on God_by holy ordinances as 
we have opportunity ; for in them we may find the beft con- 
verfation, and the beft repofe. Thus is God’s Ifrael provided 
for in a defart. . 


II. Inftruions given concerning thofe that were ceremoni- 


ally unclean, when they were to eat the paflover. ‘Ihe law of 
the paflover required every Ifraelite to eat of it: Some fubfe- 
quent laws had forbidden thofe that had contracted any cere- 
monial pollution to eat of the holy things. “Thofe whofe minds 
and confciences are defiled by fin, are utterly unfit for commu- 
nion with God, and cannot partake of any true comfort in the 
gofpet-paflover, till they are cleanfed by true repentance and 
faith. And a fad dilemma they are in: If they come not to 
holy ordinances, they are guilty of a contempt of them; if 
they do come in their pollution, they are guilty of a profana- 
tion of them. ‘They muft therefore wa/h, and then compa/s 
God’s altar. : 


Now, Firf, Here is the cafe that happened in Mrael when - 


this paflover was to be kept. Certain men were defiled by the 
dead body of a man, ver. 6.: And they lay under that defile- 
ment feven days, Numb. xix. 11.; and in that time might not 
eat of the holy things, Lev. vii. 20. 


to bury them out of fight; and therefore they could with the 
better grace bring their complaint to Mofes. 


Nooo: MB Em 


Note, Magiftrates muft | 


This was not their ini- | 
quity, but their émfelicity: Some or other mutt touch dead bodies, 


Chap. 1X. 


Secondly, The application made to Mofes by the perfons con - 
cerned, ver. 7. Note, It is people’s wifdom, in-difficult cafes: 
concerning fin and duty, to confult with their minifters whom 
God has fet over them, and to aff the law at their mouth, 
Mal. ii. 7... Thefe means we muft ufe, in purfuance of our 
prayers to God to kad us in a plain path. It is obfervable 
with what trouble and concern thefe> men complain that they 
were kept back from offering to the Lord. They did not com- 
plain of the law as unjuft; but.lamented their unhappinefs that 
they fell under the reftraint of it at this time, and defired fome 
expedient might be found out for their relief. Note, It is a 
bleffed fight to fee people hungering and. thirfting after God’s 
ordinances, and to hear them complaining of that which pre- 
vents their enjoyment of them... It fhould be a trouble to us 
when by any occafion we are kept back from bringing our offer= 
ing, in the folemnities of a fabbath or a facrament; as it was 
to David, when he was banifhed from the altar, Pfal. xlti. 1, 2. 

Thirdly, The deliberation of Mofes in refolving this cafe. 
Here feemed to be law againft law: And though it isa rule 
that the latter law muft explain the former, yet he pitied thefe 
Ifraelites, that were thus debarred the privilege of the paflo- 
ver; and therefore took time to confult the oracle, and .to 
know what was the mind of God in this eafe, ver. 8. J will 
hear what the Lord will command concerning you. ~Minifters 
mutt take example from hence in refolving cafes of confcience. 
(1.) They muft not determine ra/bly, but. take time to confi- 
der; that every circumftance may be duly weighed, the cafe 
viewed in a true light, and fpiritual things compared. with fpi- 
ritual. (2.) They mutt afk counfel at God’s mouth, and not 
determine according to the bias of their own fancy or affec- 
tion, but impartially according to the mind of God, to the belt 
of their knowledge. » We -have now no fuch oracle to confult 
as Mofes had: But we mutt have recourfe to the law and the 
teflimony, and fpeak according to that rule; and if, in. difficult 
cafes, we take time to fpread the matter in_ particular before 
God, by an humble believing ‘prayer, we have reafon to hopé,. 
that that Spirit which is promifed to /ead us into all truth, thal 
direct us to direé&t others ia the good and the right way. 

Fourthly, The dire€tions which God gave in this cafe, and_ 
in other the like cafes, explanatory of the law of the paffover. 
This ill accident produced geod laws. [r.] Thofe that hap- 
pened to be ceremonially unclean at the time when the paffo- 
ver fhould be eaten, were allowed to eat it that day,month 
when they were clean; fo were thofe that happened te be ez @ 

Journey, afar-off, ver. 10,11. See here, 1. That when we are to 
attend’upon God in folemn ordinances, it is very neceflary, both 
that we be clean, and that we be compofed. 2. That that may ex- 
cufe the deferring of a duty for a time, which-yet will not jut 
tify us in the total neglect and omiffion of it. He that is at- 
variance with his brother, may /eave his gift before the altar, 
while he goes to be reconciled to his brother; but when he has 
done his part towards it, whether it be effected or no, he mutt 
come again and offer his gift, Mat. v. 23, 24. This fecondary 
paflover was to be kept on the fame day of the month with the 
firft, becaufe the ordinance was a memorial of their deliverance 
on that day of the month. Once we find the whole congrega- 
tion keeping the paffover, on this fourteenth day of the /econd. 
month, 12 Hezekiah’s time, 2 Chron. xxx. 1 5.3. which per- 
haps may help to account for the admiflion of fome that were 
not clean, to the eating of it: Had the general paflover been 
kept in the ji month, the unclean might have been put off till 
the fecond ; but that being kept in the fecond month,they had 
no warrant to eat it in the third month; and therefore rather 
than not eat of it at all, they were admitted, though not clean- 
fed according to the purification of the fanduary, yer. 195.20. 
[2.] When the paflover was eaten in the fecond month, all 
the 
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the rites and ceremonies of it moft be ftrictly obferved, ver. 
12. ‘They muft not think, that, becaufe the time was difpen- 
fed with, any part of the folemnity of it might be abated ; no, 
when we cannot do as we would, we muft do the utmolt we 
can in the fervice of God. [3.] This allowance in a cafe of 
neceflity fhould by ‘no means countenance or indulge any in 
their neglect to keep the saltanehst the time appointed, when 
they were not under that neceflity, ver. 13. He that is un- 
der no incapacity to’ eat the paffover in the appointed time, if 
he neglect it then upon the prefumption of the liberty grant- 
ed by this law, he puts an affront upon God, impioufly 
abifeth his kindnefs, and he fhall certainly dear his fin, and 
be cut off from his people. As thofe who. again{ft their minds 
are forced to be abfent from God’s ordinances, may comfort- 
ably expect the favours of God’s grace under their affliction ; 
fo thofe who of choice abfent themfelves, may juftly expec 
the tokens of God’s wrath for their fin: Be not deceived, God 
is not ‘mocked. [4.] Here is a claufe added in favour of {tran- 
gers, ver. 14. Though it was requifite, that the {tranger who 
would join with them in eating the paflover fhould be circum- 
cifed, as a profelyte to their religion, Exod. xii. 48, 49.; yet 
~ this kind admifhon of thofe that were. not native Lfraelites to 
eat the paflover, was an intimation of the favour defigned for 
- the poor Gentiles: by Chrift.. A's then there was one law, fo 
in the days of the Mefliah there fhould be one go/pel, for the 
ftranger, and for him that was ‘born in the land. For in every 
nation he that fears God and works righteoufne/s is accepted of 
him: And this was a truth before Peter percéived it, Ads x. 


34, 35> 


15 § And on the day that the tabernacle 
was reared up, the cloud covered the taberna- 
cle, namely, the tent of the teftimony: and at 
even there was upon the tabernacle as it were 
the appearance of fire, until the morning. 16 
So it was alway: the cloud covered it by day, 
and the appearance of fire by night. 17 And 
when the cloud was taken up from the taber- 

~nacle; then after that, the children of Ifrael 
journeyed: and in the place where the cloud 
~ abode, there the children of Hrael pitched 
their tents. 
Lorp the children of Hrael journeyed, and at 
the commandment of the Lorp they pitched: 
as long as the cloud abode upen the taberna- 
cle, they refted in the tents. 19 And when 
-the cloud tarried long upon the tabernacle ma- 
ny days, then the children of Ifrael kept the 
charge of the Loxp, and journeyed not. 20 


And /o it was when the cloud was a few days. 


upon the tabernacle; according to the com- 
mandment of the Lorp they abode in. their 
tents, and according to the commandment: of 
the Lorp they journeyed. 21 And /o it was 
when the cloud abode from even unto the 


morning, and zhat the cloud was taken up in- 


the morning, then they journeyed: whether zt 
qwas by day or by night that the cloud was ta: 
ken up, they journeyed. 22 Or whether it 
- were two days, or a month, or a year, that the 
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18 At the commandment of the 
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cloud tarried upon the tabernacle, remaining 
thereon, the children of Hrael abode im their 
tents, and journeyed not: but when it was ta- 
ken up, they journeyed. 23 At the command- 
ment of the Lorp they refted in: their tents, 
and at the commandment of the Lorp they 
journeyed: they kept the charge of the Lorp, 
at the commandment of the-Lorp by the hand 
of Mofes. 


We hav@here the hiftory of the cloud: Not a natural hilto- 
ry, Who knows the balancings of the clouds ? but a divine hif- 
tory, of a cloud that was appointed to be the vifible fign and 
fymbol of God’s prefence with Ifrael. 

Firft, When the tabernacle was finifhed,ethis cloud, which 
before had hung on high over their camp, fettled upon the ta- 
‘bernacle, and covered it; to {hew, that God manifefts his, pre- 
fence with his people, in and by his ordinances: There he 
makes himfelf known; and to them we muft look if we would 
fee the beauty of the Lord, Ezek. xxxvii. 26, 27. ‘Thus God 
owned Kis own appointments, and fignified his acceptance of 
his peoples love and obedience. 4 

Secondly, "That which appeared as a cloud by day, appeared, 
as a fire all night. Had it been a cfoud only, it had not been 
vifible by night ; and had it been a frre only, it would fcarce 
have been difcernable by day: But God would give them fén- 
fible demonftrations of the conftancy of his prefence with them, 
and his care of them, and that he fept them night and day, Ua. 
xxvil. 5. Pfal, cxxi..6. Amd thus we are taught to /et God 
always before us, and to fee him near us both night and day. 
Something of the nature of that divine revelation which the 
Old Teftament Church‘was governed by, might alfo be figni- 
fied by thefe vifible figns of God’s prefence ; the cloud noting 
the darknefs, and the fire the terror of that difpenfation, in 
comparifon with the more clear and comfortable difcoveries. 
God has made of his glory in the face of Jefus Chrift. 

Thirdly, Vhis pillar of cloud and fire direéted and deter- 
mined all the motions, marches, and encampments of Lfrael in 
the wildernefs. (1.) As long as the cloud refted upon the 
tabernacle, fo long they continued in the fame place, and never 
{tirred. ‘Though, no doubt, they were very defirous to be 
prefling forward in their journey towards Canaan, where they 
longed to be, and hoped to be quickly ; yet as long as the 
cloud refted, if it were a month or a year, fo long they refted, 
ver. 22. Note, He that believeth, doth not make hafte: There 
is no time loft while we are waiting God’s time. It is as ac- - 
ceptable a piece of fubmifhion to the will of God, to fit ftill con- 
tentedly when our lot requires it, as to work. for him when we 
are called to it. (2.) When the cloud was taken up, they re- 
moved, how comfortably foever they: were encamped, ver. 17. 
Whether it moved by day or night, they delayed-not to attend 
its motions, ver. 21.: And probably there were fome appoint- 


_ ed to ftand centinel, day and night within ken of it, to-give 


timely notice to the camp of its beginning to ftir; and this is 
called keeping the charge of the Lord. ‘The people being thus 
kept at a conftant uncertainty, and having no time fixed for 
their {tays and removes, were obliged to hold themfelves in a 
conftant ‘readinefs to march upon very fhort warning. And 
for the fame reafon, we are kept at uncertainty concerning the 
time_of our putting off the earthly houfe of this tabernacle, that 
we may be always ready to remove at. the commandment. of the 
Lord. (3:) As long and as far as the cloud moved, fo long 
and fo far they marched: and juft there where it.adode, they. 
pitched their tents about it, and God’s tent under it, ver. J. 
Note, It is uncomfortable ftaying when God is departed ; but 
veryy 
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very fafe and pleafant going, when we fee God go before us, 
and refting where he appoints us to reft. This is repeated again 
and again in thefe verfes, becanfe it was a conftant miracle, and 
oft repeated, and what never failed in all their travels, and becaufe 
it is a matter which we fhould take particular notice of as very 
fignificant and inftructive. It is mentioned-long after by David, 
Pfal. cv. 39.3 and by the people of God after their captivity, 
Neh. ix. 19.: And the condué of this cloud is fpoken of, as 
fignifying the guidance of the bleffed Spirit, Ifa. Ixiiis 14. The 
Spirit of the Lord caufed him to reff, and fo didf thou lead thy 
eople. 

é Thi teacheth us, [| 1.] The particular care God takes of 
his people. Nothing could be more expreflive and fignificant 
of God’s tendernefs of Ifrael, than the conduét of this cloud 
was: It led them by the right way, Pfal. cvii. 7. ;~ went on 
their pace; God did by it, as it were, cover them with his fea- 
thers. We are not now to expect fuch fenfible tokens of the 
divine prefence and guidance as this was: But the promife is 
fure to all God’s fpiritual [frael, That he will guide them by his 
counfel, Pfal. lxxxiti. 24. even unto death, Pfal. xlviil. 14. ; 
that all the children of God thall be led by the Spirit of God, 
Rom. vit. 14.3 that he will dire@ their paths, who in all their 
ways acknowledge him, Prov. iii. 6. There is a particular pro- 
vidence converfant about all their affairs, to direct and over- 
rule them for the belt: The /leps of a good man are ordered by 
the Lord, Pfal. xxxvii. 22. [2.] The particular regard we 
ought to have to God in all our ways. In our affeftions and 
actions, we muft follow the dire€tion of his word and Spirit 5 
all the motions of our foul muft be guided by the divine will ; 
at the commandment of the Lord our heart fhould always move, 
and reft: In all our affairs} we muft follotw providence; recon- 
ciling ourfelves to all its difpofals, and bringing our mind to 
our condition, whatever it is. The people of Ifrael having the 
cloud for their conduct, were eafed of the trouble of holding 
councils of war, to confider when and whither they fhould 
march, which might occafion ftrifes and debates among them : 
Nor needed they to fend fpies before to inform them of the 
pofture of the country, or pioneers to clear the way, or officers 
to mark out their camp; the pillar of cloud did all this for 
them. Aind thofe that by faith commit their works unto the 
Lord, though they are bound to the prudent ufe of means, yet 
may in like manner be eafy in the: expectation of the evefit: 
father, thy will be dene: Difpofe of me and mine as thou 
pleafeft: Here I am, defirous to be found waiting on my God 
continually, to journey and reff at the commandment of the Lord: 
What thou wilt, and where thou wilt; only let me be thine, 
and always in the way of my duty. 


GoE Ar Pee X. 
Jn this chapter we have, 1 Orders given about the making and 
ufing of fiver trumpets, which feems to have been the laf of 


all the commandments God gave upon mount Sinai, and one of 


the leaft, yet not without its fignificancy, ver.1,—10. II. The ' 


hiftory of the removal of Ifrael’s camp from mount Sinai, and 
their orderly march into the wilderne[s of Paran, ver. 11,— 
28. IL. Mofes’ treaty with Hobab, his brother-in-law, 
ver. 20,—32. IV. Mofes’ prayer at the removing and refl- 
ing of the ark, ver. 33,;—36. 
ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
A 2 Make thee two trumpets of filver; of 
-an whole piece fhalt thou make them: that thou 
mayeft ufe them for the calling of the affembly, 
and for the journeying of the camps. 3 And 
when they fhall blow with them, all the aflem- 
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bly fhall affemble themfelves to thee at the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 4 
And ifthey blow but with one ¢rumpet, then the 
princes, which are heads of the thoufands of If- 
rael, fhall gather themfelves unto thee. 5 When 
ye blow an alarm, then the camps that lie on 
the eaft-parts {hall go forward. 6 When ye blow 
an alarm the fecond time, then the camps that 
lie on the fouth-fide, fhall take their journey : 
they fliall blow an alarm for their journeys. 7 
But when the congregation is to be gathered 
together; you fhall blow, but you fhall not 
found an alarm. 8 And the fons of Aaron the 
priefts {hall blow with the trumpets; and they 
fhall be to you for an ordinance for ever through- 
out your generations. o And if ye go to war 
in your land againft the enemy that opprefleth 
you, then ye fhall blow an alarm with the trum- 


pets; and ye fhall be remembered before the | 


Lorp your God, and ye fhall be faved from your 
enemies. ro Alfo in the day of your gladnefs, 
and in your folemn days, and in the beginnings 
of your months, ye fhall blow with the trum- 
pets over your burnt-offerings, and over the fa- 
crifices of your peace-offerings ; that they may 
be to you for a memorial before your 
am the Lorp your God. 


We have here directions concerning the public notices that 
were to be given to the people upon feveral occafions, by found 
of trumpet. In a thing of this nature one would think Mofes 
needed not to have been taught of God, his own reafon might 
teach him the conveniency of trumpets; but their confltitution 
was to be in every thing divine, and therefore even in this mat- 
ter, as {mall as it feems. Mofes is here directed, 

Firft, About the making of them. They muft be made of 
Silver ; not calt, but of beaten work, (as fome read it;) the 
matter and fhape, no doubt, very fit for the purpofe. He was 
now orderéd to make but two, becaufe there were but two 
priefts to ufe them: But in Solomon’s time we read of an 
hundred and twenty priefis founding with trumpets, 2 Chr. v- 
12- 
ours_at this day- 

Secondly, Who were to make ufe of them: Not any inferior 
perfon ; but the priefs themfelves, the fons of Aaron, vers 82 
As great as they were, they muft not think it a difparagement 
to them to be trumpeters in the houfe of God; the meaneft 
office there was honourable. This fignified that the Lord’s 


og 


God: [I © 


The, form of thefe trumpets is fuppofed to-be much like © 


minifters fhould lift up their voice like a trumpet, to fhew peo- : 


ple their fins, Tfa. Iviii. 1. 
XVI 13. 

Thirdly, Upon what occafions the trumpets were to be 
founded. [1.] For the calling of affemblies, ver. 2. Thus 


and to call them to Chrift, Ifa. 


they are bid to blow the trumpet in Zion, for the calling of a ~ 


folemn aflembly together, to fandtify a faft, Joel ii. 13, Pub- 
lic notjce ought to be given of the time and place of religious 
aflemblies : For the invitation to the benefit of ordinances in 
general: Whoever will, let him come. Wifdom cries in the 
chief places of concourfe. P 
give an uncertain found, they are dire&ted, if only the-princes 


But that the trumpet might not — 


‘and 7 


and eldérs were to meet,’ to blow only one of the trumpets ; 
Tefs fhould ferve to call them together who ought to be exam+ 
ples of forwardnefs in any thing that is good: But if the body 
of the people were to be called together, Joth the trumpets 
~ mutt be founded, that they might be the farther heard. In al- 
Jufion to this, they are faid to be dlefed that hear the joyful 
~, found, Pfal. Ixxxix. 15. 2. e. That are invited and called upon 
to wait upon God in public ordinances, Pfal. cxxii. 1. And 
the general affembly at the great day will be fummoned by the 
_ found of the archangel’s trumpet, Mat. xxiv. 34. _[2.] For 
the journeying of the camps ; to give notice when each fquadron 
~mui{t move, for no man’s voice could reach to give the word 
of command: Soldiers with us, that are well difciplined, may 
be exercifed by beat of drum. When the trumpets were blown 
for this purpofe, they muft found an alarm, ver. 5. a broken, 
quavering, interrupted found, which was proper to excite and 
encourage the minds of people in their marches again{t their 
-enemies ; whereas a continued equal found was more proper 
for the calling of the affembly together, ver. 7.: Yet when 
the people were called together to deprecate God’s judgments, 
we find an alarm founded, Joel ii. 3. At the firft founding, 
Judah’s {quadron marched; at the fecond, Reuben’s; at the 
third, Ephraim’s; at the fourth, Dan’s, ver..5,6. And 
fome think this was intended to /ané@ify their marches ; for 
this was proclaimed by the priefts, who were God’s mouth to 
the people, not only the divine orders given them to move, 
but the divine bleffing upon them in all their motions. He that 
hath ears let him hear, that God is with them of a truth. King 
Abijah valued himfelf and his army very much upon this, 
2 Chron. xiii. 12. God himfelf is with us for our Captain, 
and his priefts with founding trumpets. {3.] For the anima- 
ting and encouraging of their armies, when they went out to 
battle, ver. 9. Jf ye go to war blow with the trumpets : figni- 
fying.thereby your appeal to heaven, for the decifion of the 


controverfy, and your prayer to God to give you victory ; and_ 


God will own this his own inftitution, and you /hall be remem- 
_ bered before the Lord your God. God will take notice of this 
found of the trumpet, and be engaged to fight their battles ; and 
det all the people take notice of it, and be encouraged to fight 
his ; as David, when he heard a found of a going upon the tops 
Not that God needed to be awaked 


~~ ere 


Minifters muft {tir up the good foldiers of Jefus Chrift, to fight 
manfully againft fin, the world, and the devil, by affuring them 
that Chrift is the Captain of their falvation, and will tread Sa- 
tan under their feet. For the folemnizing of their facred feafts, 
ver. 10. One of their feafts was called the fea/? of trumpets. 
Lev. xxiii. 33, 24.; And it fhould feem they were thus to 
grace the folemnity of all their feafts, Pfal. lxxxi. 3. and their 
facrifices, 2 Chron. xxix. 27.5 to intimate with what joy and 
delight they performed their duty to God, and to raife the 
‘minds’of thofe that attended the fervices to a holy triumph in 
the God they worfhipped. And then their performances were 
for a memorial before God ; for then he takes pleafure in our re- 
ligious exercifes, when we take pleafure in them. Holy work 
. fhould be done with holy joy. 


Ir € And it came to pafs on the twentieth 

day of the fecond month, in the fecond year, 

_ that the cloud was taken up from off the taber- 

nacle of the teftimony. 12 And the children 

of Ifrael took their journeys out of the wilder- 

nefs of Sinai; and the cloud refted in the wil- 
Won. 1. ping 
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dernefs of Paran. 13 And they firft took their 


‘journey, according to the commandment of the 


Lorp, by the hand of Mofes. 14 9 In the firft 

place went the ftandard of the camp of the chil- 

dren of Judah, according to their armies: and 
over his hoft was Nahfhon the fon of Ammi- 

nadab, 15 And over the hoft of the tribe 
of the children of Iffachar, was Netha- 

neel, the fon of Zuar. 16 And over the. hoft 

of the tribe of the children of Zebulun,; was E- 

liab the fon of Helon. 17 And the tabernacle” 
was taken down; and the fons ef Gerfhon, and 

the fons of Merari fet forward, bearing the ta- 
bernacle. 18 Y And the ftandard of the camp 

of Reuben fet forward according to their ar- 

mies : and over his hoft was Elizur the fon of 
Shedeur. 1g And over the hoft of the tribe of 
the children of Simeon, was Shelumiel the fon 

of Zurifhaddai. 20 And over the hoft of the 

tribe of the children of Gad, was Eliafaph the 

fon of Deuel. _21 And the Kohathites fet for- 

ward, bearing the fanCtuary ; and te other did 

fet up the tabernacle againit they came. 22 

{ And the ftandard of the camp of the chil- 

dren of Ephraim fet forward according to their 

armies: and over his hoft was Elifhama the fon 
of Ammihud. 23 And over the hoft of the tribe 

of the children of Manaffeh, was Gamaliel the 

fon of Pedahzur. 24 And over the hoft of the 

tribe of the children of Benjamin, was Abidan 

the fon of Gideoni. 25 And the ftandard of 
the camp of the children of Dan fet forward, 

which was the rere-ward of all the camps 

throughout their hofts: and over his hoft was 

Ahezar the fon of Amifhaddai. 26 And 

over the hoft of the tribe. of the children 

of Afher, was Pagiel the fon of Ocran. 27 

And over the hoft of the tribe of the children 
of Naphtali, was Ahira the fon of Enan. 28 
Thus were the journeyings of the children of 
Ifrael, according to theiz armies, when they fet 
forward. 

Here is, Firf, A general account of the remove of the 
camp of Ifrael, from mount Sinai; before which mountain it 
had lain now about a-year, in which time and place a great 
deal of memorable bufinefs was done. Of this remove. it 
fhould feem, God gave them notice. fome time before, Deut. 
1. 6. Ye have dwelt long enough in this mountain: Turn you, 
and take your journey towards the land of promife. The apof- 
tle tells us, that mount Sinai gendereth to bonduge, (Gal. iv. 
24.) and fignifies the law there given, which though of ufe as 
a ichool-matter to bring us to Chrift, yet we mutt not reft in it, 
but advance towards the jays and liberties of the children of 
pes for our happinefs is conferred not by the law, but by pro- 
mue. 

_Obferye, [1.] The fignal given, ver. 11. The cloud was 

pad taken 
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taken up; and we mutt fappofe it ftood for fome time, till they 
were ready to march: and a great deal of work it was to take 
down all thofe tents, and pack up’all thofe goods that they had 
there ; bat every family bemg employed about their own, and 
all at the fame time, many hands made quick work of it. [2.] 
The march begun: They took their journey according to the com- 
mandment of the Lord, and jutt as the cloud led them, ver. 13. 
Some think mention is thus frequently: made in this and the 
foregoing chapter of the commandment of the Lord giiding and 
governing them in all their travels, to obviate the calumny and 
reproach which was afterwards thrown upon Itfrael, that they 
tarried fo long in the wildernefs, becaufe they had Jo/? them/elves 
there, and could not find the way out. No, the matter was 


not fo: In every ftage, in every ftep, they were under a divine - 


conduct ; and if they knew not where they were, yet he that 
led them did. Note, Thofe that have given up themfelves: to 
the condué of God’s word and Spirit, fteer a fteady courfe, e- 
ven then when they feem to be bewildered. While they are 


fure they cannot lofe their God and guide, they need not fear | 


lofing their way. [3.] The place they refted in after three 
days march. They went out of the wildernefs of Sinai, and 
refted in the wildernefs of Paran. Note, All our removes in 
this world are but from one wildernefs to another. The 
changes which we think will be for the better, do not always 
prove fo: While we carry about with us wherever we go, the 
‘ common infirmities of the human nature, we mutt expedt, 
- wherever we go, to meet with its common calamities; we fhall 
never be at reff, never at home, till we come to heaven, and all 
will be well there. 

Secondly, A particular draught of the order of the march, 
according to the late model. 

{1.] Judah’s fquadron marched firft, ver. 14,—16. The 
leading ftandard now lodged with that tribe, was an earneft of 
the /ceptre which in David’s time fhould be committed to it; 
and looked further to the Captain of our falvation, of whom it 
-was likewife foretold, That unto him fhould the gathering of the 
people be. [2.] Then came thofe two families of the Levites 
which were intrufted to carry the tabernacle. As foon‘as ever 
the cloud was taken up, the tabernacle was taken down, and 
packed up for a remove, ver. 15.: And here the fix waggons 
came laden with the more bulky part of the tabernacle. This 
frequent removal of the taberaacle in all their journies, fignifi- 
ed the moveablenefs of that ceremonial difpenfation. That 
which was fo often fhifted, would at length vani/h away, Heb. 
xi..27, 28. [3.] Reuben’sfquadron marched forward next, 
taking place after Judah, according to the commandment of the 
Lord, ver. 18,—20. [4.] Then the Kohathites followed 
with their charge, the facred furniture of the tabernacle, in the 
midft of the camp, the fafeft and moft honourable place, ver. 
21: And they (that is, faith the margin, the Gerfhonites and 
Merarites) did fet up the tabernacle againft they came; and per- 
haps it is expreffed thus generally, becaufe, if there were occa~ 
fion, not thofe Levites only, but the other Ifraelites that were 
in the firft {quadron, lent a hand to the tabernacle, to haften 
the rearing of it up, even before they fet up their own tents. 
[5-] Ephraim’s fquadron followed next after the ark, ver. 22, 
—24.3 to which fome think the pfalmift alludes, when he 
prays, Pfal. Ixxx. 2. Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manaffeh, 
the three tribes that compofed this {quadron, /lir up thy /Prength 
(and the ark is called his frength, Pfal. Ixxvili. 6.) and come 
and fave us. [6.]} Dan’s fquadron followed laft, ver. 25,— 
27. It iscalled the rere-ward or gathering hoff, of all the camps, 
becaufe’it gathered up all that were left behind : Not the wo- 
men and children, thofe we may fuppofe were taken care of by 
the. heads of their families in their refpective tribes; but all 

* the unclean, the mixed multitude, and all that were weak and 
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- that hate thee flee before thee. 


Jofeph like a flock, has a tender regard to the hindermoft, that 
cannot keep pace with the reft; and of all that are given him 
he will lofe mone, See Ezek. xxxiv. 16. 


29 GF And Mofes faid unto Hobab. the fon of 
Raguel the Midianite Mofes’ father-in-law, We 
are journeying. unto the place of which the 
‘Lorn faid, I will give it. you: come thou with 
us, and ‘ve will do thee good: for the Lorp hath 
fpoken good concerning Lael. 30 And he 
faid unto him, I will not go; but I will depart 
to mine own land, and to my kindred. 31 And 
he faid, Leave us not, I pray thee; forasmuch 
as thou knoweft how we are.to encamp in the 
wildernefs, and thou mayeft be to us inftead of 
eyes. 32 And it fhall be, if thou go with us, 
yea, it {hall be, that what goodnefs the Lorp 
fhall do unto us, the fame will we do unto thee. 
33 § And they departed from the mount of the 
Lorp three days journey: and the ark of the 
covenant of the Lorp went before them in the 


three days journey, to fearch out a refting- place — 


for them. 34 And the cloud of the Lorp was 
upon them by day, when they went out of the 
camp. 35 And it came to pafs when the ark 
fet forward, that Mofes faid, Rife up, Lorn, and 
let thine enemies be {cattered; and let them 
36 And when 
it refted, he faid, Return, O Lorp, unte the ma- 
ny thoufands of Hrael. . 


Here is, I. An account of what paffed between Mofes and 
Hobab, now upon this advance which the camp of Ifrael made 
towards Canaan. Hobab, fome think, was the fame with Je- 
thro Mofes father-in-law; and that the ftory, Exod. xviii. 
fhould come in here. It feems more probable that Hobab 
was the fon of Jethro, alias Reuel, or Raguel, Exod. ii. 18. 3 
and when the father, being aged, went to his own land, bixod. 
xvii. 27. he left his fon 'Hobab with Mofes, as Barzillai left 
Chimham with David ; and the fame word fignifies both 2 ja- 
ther-in-law and a brother-in-law. Now this Hobab ftayed 
contentedly with Ifrael, while they encamped at mount Sinai, 
near his own country; but now they were removing he was 
for going back to his own country, and his kindred, and his fa- 
ther’s houfe. 

Here is, Fir, The kind invitation Mofes gives him to go 
forward with them to Canaan, ver. 29. He tempts him with 
a promife that they would certainly be kind to him; and puts 
God’s word in for fecurity. The Lord has fpoken good concern- 


ing Ufrael éq. d, * Come; caftin thy lot among us, and thou fhalt - 


fares we jare; andwe have the promife of God for it, that 
we thall fare well.” 


coming ip to-fhare with us. And what argument can be more 
1 Y be 
powerful with us to take God’s people for our people, than 


this, That God hath /poken good concerning them? It is good . 


having fellowfhip with thofe that have followfhip with God, 1 
John 1. 3. and going withtho/e with whom Godis, Zech. viii. 23. 


~ Secondly, . | 


Note, Thofe that are bound for the hea-. 
venly Canaan, fhould invite and encourage all their friends to . 
go along with them; for we fhall have never the lefs of the - 
treafures of the covenant, ‘and the joys of heaven, for others . 
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feeble, andicaft behind in their march. Note, He that leadeth _ 
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Secondly, Fiobab’s inclination, and prefent refolution, to go 
back to his own country, ver. 30. One would have thought, 
he that had feen fo much of the {pecial prefence of God with 
Ifrael, and fuch furprifing tokens of his favour to them, fhould 
not have needed much invitation to embark with them: But 
his refufal mult be imputed to the affection he had for his na- 
tive air and foil; which was not over-powered, as it ought to 
have been, by a believing regard to the promife of God, and a 
value for covenant-bleflings. He was indeed a fon of Abra- 
ham’s loins, (for the Midianites defeended from Abraham by 
Keturah,) but not an heir of Abraham’s faith, (Heb. xt. 8.) 
elfe he had not given Mofes this anfwer. Note, The things 
of this world that are /een, draw -ttrongly from the purfuit of 
the things of the other world that are not feen. The magnetic 
virtue of this earth prevails with moft people above the attrac- 
tive of heaven itfelf. 

Thirdly, The great importunity Mofes afed with him to al- 
ter his refolution, ver. 31, 32. He urgeth, [1.] Thathe might 
be ferviceable to them: We are to encamp in the wildernefs, (a 
country well known to Hobab,) and thou mayeff be tous inflead 
of eyes: Not to fhew us where we muft encamp, nor what way 
we muft march, the cloud was to dire& that; but to fhew us 
the conveniencies and inconveniencies of the places we march 
through, amd encamp in, that we may make the -be(t ufe we 
can of the conveniencies, and ,the beft fence we can againft 
‘the inconveniencies. Note, ‘It will very well confit with our 
truft in God’s providence, to make ufe of the help of our friends 
in thofe things wherein they are capable of being ferviceable to 
us, Even they that were led by miracle, yet muft not flight 
the ordinary means of direétion. Some think Mofes fuggefts 
this to Hobab, not beeaufe he expected much benefit by his 
informations, but to pleafe him with the thought of being fome 
way ufeful to fo great a body, and fo to draw him on with them 
by the ambition of that honour. Calvin gives quite another 
fenfe of this place, very agreeable with the original, which yet 
I do not find taken notice of by any fince, “ Leave us not I 
pray thee; but come along, to fhare with us in the promifed 
land: for therefore haft thou known our encampment in the wil- 
derne/s, and haft been to us inflead of eyes; and we cannot make 
. thee amends for fharing with us in oyr hardfhips, and doing us 
fo many good offices, unlefs thou go with us to Canaan. Surely 
for this reafon thou didft fet out with us, that thou mighteft go on 
-with us.”” Note, Thofe that hance begun well, fhould ufe that as a 
reafon for their per/evering , becaufe otherwile they lofe the benefit 
and recompence of all theyhave done and fuffered. [2.] That 
they would be kind to him, ver. 32. What goodne/s the Lord fball 
do to us, the fame will we doto thee. Note, 1.We can but give 
what we receive. We can-do no more fervice and kindnefs to our 
friends, than God is pleafed to put into the power of our hand 
to do: This is all we dare promife, To do good as God fhall 
enable us. 2. Thofe that fhare with God’s Ifrael in their la- 
‘ours and hardfhips, fhall fhare with them in their coinforts and 
honours, Thofe that are willing to take their lot with them 
in a wildernefs, fhall have their lot with them in Canaan ; if we 
juffer with them, we thall reign with them, Luke xxi. 28, 29. 

We do not find any reply that Hobab here made to Mofes, 
and therefore we hope his filence gave confent, and he did not 


leave them. When he perceived he might be u/efu/, he pre- 


ferred that. before the gratifying of his own inclination; and 
hath therein left us a good example. And we find, Judg. i. 
16. that his family was no lofer by it: And fee 1 Sam. xv. 6. 

iI. An account of the communion between God and Ifrael 
in this remove. They left the mount of the Lord, ver. 33.3 
that mount Sinai, where they had {een his glory,.and heard his 
voice, and had been taken into eovenant with him; they mutt 
not expect that fuch appearances of God to them, as they had 


NU M'BER 8S. | 483 


‘of God among them. 


there been bleffed with, fhould be conftant. They depart from 
that celebrated mountain, which we never read of in fcripture 
any more, unlefs with reference to thefe paft tories. Now 
farewel, Sinai; Sion is the mountain of which God has faid, 
This is my reff for ever, Pfal. cxxxii. 14. and of which we 
muft fay fo. But when they left the mount of the Lord, they 
took with them the ark 6f the covenant of the Lord, by which 
their {tated communion with God was to be kept up. For, 

iff, By it God did dire& their paths. , The ark of the co- 
venant wert before them, fome think in place, at leaft in this 
remove; others think, only in influence; though it was carried 
in the midft of the camp, yet the cloud that hovered over it 
direéted all their motions. The ark, that is, the God of the 
ark, is faid to fearch out a refting place for them: not that God’s 
infinite wifdom and knowledge needs to make fearches ; but 
every place they were directed to was as convenient for them, 
as if the wifeft man they had among them had been employed 
to go before them, and mark out their camp to the beft advan- 
tage. Thus Canaan is faid to be the land which God /pied 
out, Ezek. xx. 6. : 

2dly, By it they did im all their ways acknowledge God, 
looking upon it as a token of Gad’s prefence ; when that mo- 
ved or refed, they had their eye upon God. Mbofes, as the 
mouth of the congregation, lift up a prayer, both at the remo- 
ving and at the refing of the ark. ‘Thus their going out and 
coming in were fanctified by prayer; and it is an example to 
us to begin and end every day’s journey, and every day’s work 
with prayer. : 

1. Here is his prayer when the ark /et forward, ver. 35. 
Rife up, Lord, and let thine enemies be fcattered. They were 
now in a defolate country, but they were marching towards ari 
enemy’s country; and their dependance was upon God for fuc- 
cefs and victory in their wars, as well as for direétions and fup- 
ply in the wildernefs. David ufed this prayer long after, Pfal. 
Ixvui. 1.3 for he alfo fought the Lord’s battles. Note, (4-) 
There are thofe in the world that are enemies to God, and 
haters of him. Secret and open enemies: Enemies to his 
truths, his laws, his ordinances, his people. (2.) The fcatter- 
ing and defeating of God’s enemies, is a thing to be earneftly 
defired, and believingly expected by all tlfe Lord’s people. 
This prayer is a prophecy. - Thofe that perfift in rebellion a- 
gainft God, are hafting towards their own ruin. (3.) For the 
{cattering and defeating of God’s enemies, there needs no more 
but God’s arifing. When God arofe to judgment, the work was 
foon done, Pfal. Ixxvi. 8, 9. “ Rife, Lord, as the fun rifeth 
to {catter the fhadows of the night.”” Chriit’s rifing from the 
dead feattered his enemies, Pfal. Ixviii. 18. ; 

2. His prayer when the ark refted, ver. 36. (1.) That 
God would caufe his people to reft. So fome read it,  Re- 
turn, O Lord, the many thoufands of Ifrael ; return them ta 
their ref{t again after this fatigue.” ‘Thus it is faid, Ifa. Ix. 
14. The Spirit of the Lord caufed him to ref. Thus he prays 
that God would give Ifrael fuccefs and victory abroad, and 
peace and tranquillity at home. (2.) That God himfelf would 
take up his re{t among them. So we read it: ‘* Return to the 
thoufands of Tfrael ; the ten thoufand thoufand, fo the word is. 
Note, 1. The church of God is a great body ; there are many 
thoufands belonging to God’s Hrael. 2.We ought in our prayers 
to concern ourfelves for this body. 3. The welfare and hap- 
pinefs of the Ifrael of God confifts in the remaining prefence. 
Their fafety confifts not in their num- 
bers, though they are thoufands, many thoufangs ; but in the 
favour of God, and his gracious return to them, and refidence 
with them. ‘Thefe thoufands are cyphers ; he is the figure: 
And upon this account, Happy ari thou, O Lfrael, who is like 
unto thee, O people! 
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CA“ Basal. 
Hitherto things had gone pretty well in Ifrael ; little interruption 
had been given to the-method’s of God’s favour to them fince 
the matter of the golden calf; the people feemed teachable in 
narfballing and purifying the camp, the princes devout and ge- 
aerous in dedicating the altar, and there was good hope that 
they would be in Canaan prefently. But at this chapter be- 
gins a melancholy fcene 3 the meafures are all broke ; God is 
' turned to be their enemy, and fights againft them 3 and it is fin, 
fin, that makes all the mifchief. 1. Their murmurings kindled 
a fire among them, which yet was foon quenched bythe prayer 
of Mofes, ver. 1,3. Il. No fooner was that frre of judge- 
ment quenched, but the fire of fin breaks out again, and God 
takes occafion from it to magnify both his mercy and his juftice. 
[t.] The people fret for want of flefo, ver. 4,—9- [2-] 
Mofes frets for want of help, ver. 10,—15. Now, ft, God 
promifeth to gratify them both: To appoint help for Mofes, 
ver. 16,17.3; and to give the people flefb, ver.18,—23. And, 
2dly, He prefently makes good both his promifes. For, (1.) 
‘The Spirit of God qualifies the feventy elders for the govern- 
ment, ver. 24,—30. (2.) The power of God brings quails 
to feaft the people, ver. 315.32. Yet, (2.) The jufice of God 
plagued them for their murmurings, vet. 33,—33- 
_ & ND when the people complained, it difplea- 
fed the Lorn: and the Lorp heard zt; 
and his anger was kindled; and the fire of the 
_ Lorp burnt among them, and confumed them 
that were in the uttermoft parts of the camp. 
2, And the people cried unto Motes; and when 
Mofes. prayed unto the Lorp, the fire. was 
quenched. 3 And he called the name of the 
place Taberah: becaufe the fire of the Lorp 
burnt among them. . 


Here is, Fir/?, The peoples fin. They complained, ver. 1. 
They were as it were complainers : {o itis in the margin, There 
were fome fecret grudgings and difcontents among them, which 
as yet did not break out in an open mutiny. But how great a 

‘matter did this little fire kindle! They had, received from God 

excellent laws and ordinances ; and yet no fooner were they 
departed from the mauut of the Lord, but they begun to quatrel 
with God himfelf. See in this, (1.) The finfulnefs of fin, 
which takes occafion from the commandment to be the more 
provoking. (2.),The weaknefs of the law through the flefh, 
Rom. viii. 3. The law difcovered fin, but could not deftroy it 
checked it, but:could not conquer it. 

They complained. Interpreters inquire what they complain- 
ed of: and truly when they were furnifhed with fo much mat- 


ter for thankfgiving, one may juftly. wonder where they found _ 


any matter for complaint ; and it is likely all that complained 
did not. agree in the caufe.. Some perhaps complained that 
they were removed from mount Sinai, where they had been at, 
reft fo long ; others that they did: not remove fooner: Some 
complained of the weather; others of the way :. Some perhaps 
thought, three days journey was too. long a march 3. others 


thought it not long enough, becaufe it did not bring them into. 
When we confider how their camp. was guided, 
guarded, graced; what. good victuals they had, and good com- 


Canaan. 


pany ; and what care was taken of them in their marches, that 
their feet-fhould not fwell, nor their clothes wear, (Deut. viii. 
4.3. we may afk, What could have been done more for a peo- 
ple to make them eafy? and yet they complained. Note, Thofe 


that are of a fretful difcontented fpirit, will always find fome. 


N° U? MYR’ EB Re Ss 


: their bodies. 


thing or other to quarrel with, though the circumftances of 
their outward condition be ever fo favourable. ~ ; 
Secondly, God’s jult refentment of the affront given him by 
this fin. The Lord heard it, though it doth not appear that. 
Mofes did. Note, God is acquainted with the fecret frets 
and murmurings of the heart, though they are induftrioufly con- 
cealed from men. What he took notice of, he was much di/- 
pleafed with, and his anger was kindled. Note, Though God 
gracioufly gives us leave to complain ¢o Aim, when there is caufe, 
(Pfal. cxli. 2.); yet he is juftly provoked, and takes it very 
ill, if we complain of him when there is no caufe: We do fo 
from our inferiors. - : 
Thirdly, The judgment wherewith God chaftifed them for 
this fin. The frre of the Lord burnt among them; {uch flathes 
of fire from the cloud as had confumed Nadab and Abihu. 
The fire of their wrath againft God burned in their minds, Pfal. 
XXxix. 3.; and juftly doth the fire of God’s wrath faften upon 
We read of their murmurings feveral times, 


Chap. re 


when they came firft out of Egypt, Exod. xv. 16, 17.: But. 


we do not read of any plagues inflicted oa them for their mur- 
murings, as there were now ; for now they had great experi- 
ence of God’s care of them, and therefore now to diftruft him 
was fo much the more inexcufable. Now a fire was kindled 
againft Facob, Pfal. xxvii. 21.; but to fhew how. unwilling 
God was to contend with them, it faftened on thofe only thaz 
were in the uttermof? parts of the camp. ‘Thus God’s judge= 
ments came upon them gradually, that they might take warning. 

Fourthly, Their cry to Mofes, who was their tried intercef- 
for, ver. 2. When he flew them, then they fought him, and made 
their application to Mofes to ftand their friend. Note, 1. 
When we complain without caufe, it is juft with God to give 
us caufe-to complain. 


2. Thofe that flight God’s friends when - 


they are in profperity, would be glad to make them their friends... 


when they are in di(trefs. Father Abraham, fend Lazarus. 


Fifthly,, The prevalency of Mofes’ interceflion for them: 


When Mofes prayed unto the Lord, as he was always ready to, 
{tand in the gap to turn away the wrath of God, God had re- 


{pect to him and: his offering, and the fire was quenched. By. 


this it appears, that God delights not in punifhing ; for when 
he has begun his controverfy, he is foon prevailed with to let 


it fall. Mofes was one of thofe worthies, who: dy faith quenche.. 


ed'the violence of fire. : 


Sixthly, A new name given hereupon to the place, to perpes - 


tuate the fhame.of a murmuring people, and the honour of a 


righteous God: The place was called Zaberah, a burning, ver. 
3. that others might hear and fear, and take warning not to fin . 


as they did, left they fmart.as they did, 1 Cor. x. 10. | 


44 And the mixt multitude that was among 


them. fell a-lufting: and the children of Ifrael:: 
alfo wept again, and faid, Who thall give us flefh.. 
to eat? 5 We remember the fifh which we did. 


eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the . 
melons, 4nd the leeks, and -the onions, and the - 
garlic: | .6,.But now our’ foul is dried away ;-. 


7 And the manna.was as. cori~. 


_ therei#nothing:at all, befides this manna, be- - 
- fore our éyes. 
~ ander-feed, and the colour thereof as the colour - 


of, bdellium. 8 And the people went’ about, 
and gathered zt, and ground 7¢ in mills, or beat. 


it in-a mortar, and baked 7¢.in pans, and made. 
cakes of it: and the tafte of it wasas the tafte . 
of frefh oil, go And when the dew fell upon the © 

camp. 
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camp in the night, the manna fell upon it. 10 
q Then Motes heard the people weep through- 
out their families, every man in the door of his 
tent: and the anger of the Lorp was kindled 
greatly; Mofes alfo was difpleafed. rr And 
Mofes faid unto the Lorp, Wherefore haft thou 
afflicted thy fervant? and wherefore have I not 
found favour in thy fight, that thou layeft the 
burden of all this people upon me? Have I con- 
ceived all this people? have I begotten them, 
that thou fhouldft fay unto me? Carry them in 
thy bofom (asa nurfing-father beareth the fuck- 
ing-child) unto the land which thou fwareft un- 
to their fathers? 13 Whence fhould I have 
flefh to give unto all this people? for they weep 
unto me, faying, Give us flefh, that we may eat. 
‘14 lam not able to bear all this people alone, 
becaufe it is too heavy forme. 15 And if thou 
_ deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, out of 
hand, if I have found favour in thy fight; and 
let me not fee my wretchednefs, 


“Thefe verfes reprefent things fadly unhinged, and out of or- 


der, in Ifrael. Both the-people and the prince uneafy. 

I. Here is the people fretting, and {peaking againft God 
himfelf, {as it is interpreted, Pfal. Ixxviil. 19.) notwithftand- 
ing his glorious appearances both to them and for them. 

Obferve, Fir/?, Who were the criminals. [1.] The mixt 
multitude began: They fall a-luffing, ver. 4.; the rabble that 
came with them out of Egypt, expecting only the land of pro- 
mife, but not a ftate.of probation in the way to it. They were 


hangers on, which task hold of the fRirts of the Fews, and would — 
go with them, only becaufe they knewnot how to live at home; - 


and were minded to feek their fortunes (as we fay) abroad. 
Thefe were the fcabbed fheep that infected the flock, the lea- 
ven that leavened the whole lump.’ Note, A few factious, 
difcontented, ill-natured people, may do a great deal of mif- 
- chief in the beft focieties, if great care be not taken to difcoun- 
tenance them. Such as thefe are.an untoward generation, from 
which it is our wifdom to fave ourfelves,-Aas ii. 40. . [2:] 
Even the children of Ifrael took the infeétion, fo it follows, 


ver. 4. The holy feed joined themfelves to the people of thefe © 
This mixed multitude was, not numbered with » 


abominations. 
the children of Lfrael, but were fet afide as people God made 
no account of: And yet the:children of I/rael, forgetting their 
own charaéter and diftin@tion, herded themfelves with them, 
and learned their way ; as if the feum and out-caft of the camp 
were to be the privy-caunfellors-of it». The children of Ifrael, 
a people near to God, and highly privileged, yet drawn into a 
rebellion againft him! O! how little honour.hath God in the 
world, when even that people which’he formed for nimfelf to 
thew forth his praife, were fo much a difhonour to him | There- 
fore let none think that their external: profeflions and privileges 


will be their fecurity either again{t Satan’s temptations to fin, . 
or againft God’s : judgements» for jin... See.1 Core X. 1, . 


2; 12.. 


morrah, and the-{mell of the fire was {till in their noitrils, yet 
_ they returned to it. See Prov. xxvii.-22- 


1..They magnified the plenty and dainties they had in E- : 


NUMBERS. 


Secondly, What was the crime : They lufted.and ‘murmured. . 
Though they were newly corrected for this fin, and many of | 
them overthrown for it, as: God. overthrew-.Sodom and Go- . 
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; Bypt, ver. 5. as if God had done them a great deal of wrong 


in taking them thence. While they were in Egypt, they figh- 
ed by reafon of their burdens, for their lives were made bitter 
to them with bard bondage: and yet now they talk of Egypt, 
as if they had. all lived like priaces there, when this ferves 
as a colour for their prefent difcontent. But with what face 
can they talk of eating fihh in Egypt freely, or for nought, 
as if it: coft them nothing, when they paid fo dear for it 
with their hard fervice? They. remember -the cucumbers, and 
the melons, and the leeks; and the anions; and the garlie, (preci- 
ous ftuff indeed. to be fond of!) but they-do.not remember 
the brick-kilnsyand the taflmafters, the voice of the oppreflor, 
and the {niart of the whip. No, thefe are forgottcn-by this uns » 
grateful people. - ¢ 
2. They were fickof the good provifion God-had made for ~ 
them, ver. 6. It was bread: from heaven, angels food. To = 
fhew how unteafonable their complaint was, it is here defcribed, 
ver. 7, 8,9. It was good for food, and pleafant to the eye ;.- 
every grain like an orient pearl: It was wholefome food, and 
nourifhing ; it was not to be called dry dread for it tafled like 
fre/b oil : It was agreeable (the Jews fay) to every man’s pa- 
late, and tafted-as he would have’; and though it was ftill the 
fame, yet by the different ways of drefling it, it yielded them 
a grateful variety: It coft~them no money, nor care; for it 
fell in the night while they flept, and the labour of gathering it 
was not worth fpeaking of : ‘They lived upon free quarters and 


_-yet-could talk of Egypt’s cheapnefs, and the fifh they eat there 


freely,:. Nay; which was much more valuable than all this, the 
manna came from the immediate power and bounty of God; 
-not from common providence, but fromy fpecial favour. It was 
-as God’s compaflion, new every morning, always freth, not as 
their food that live on {hip-board. While. they lived on, manna, 
they feemed to have. been. exempted from the curfe which fin 
has brought on man, that in the_/qweat of his face he thould eaé 
bread 3 and yet they {peak of the manna with fuch fcorn, as if 
it were not good enough to be fwines-meat: Our foul is dried 
away. They {peak as.if-God- dealt hardly with them in al- 
‘lowing them no better food. At firft they admired it, Exod. 
xvi. 5. What is this 7 -What a curious precious thing is this ? ” 
But now they defpifed it. Note, Peevifh difcontented minds 
will find fault with that which hath no fault in it, but that it 
is too good for them: It is very provoking to God, to under- 
value his favours, and to put a dué upon our common mercies : 
Nothing but manna. Thofe that are very happy, oft make 
themfelves very miferable by their difcontents. 
3: ‘They could not be fatisfied unlefs they had fle/h to eat 


-They brought flocts and herds with thenr in abundance out of 


Egypt: But either they were covetous, and.could not find ia, 
their hearts to kill them, left they fhould leffen their ftocks ; 


‘they muft have flefh as cheap as they had bread, or they would 
Jnot be pleafed: Or elfe they were curious ; beef and mutton . 


would.not pleafe them ;»they muft<have fomething more nice 
and delicate, like. the fi/h they did eat. in Egypt. - Food would 
not ferve, they: muft be feafted:.They had feafted with God 
upon the peace-offerings; which they had their fhare of; but it 
feems God did:not- keep a table good enough for them, they 
mutt have daintier bits than. any came to his altar. Note, It 
is an-evidence of the. dominion of the carnal mind, when we 
are folicitous:to have all the delights and fatisfactions of fenfe 
wond up to the height of pleafurablenefs. Be not defirous of dain- 
ties, Proy. Xxill. I, 2, 3. If God give us food convenient, we 
ought to be.thankful, though we: do not ea the. fat, and drink 
the /weet. 

' 4. They diftrufted the power and goodnefs of God as in- 
fufficient for their fupply: “ Who will give us, flefh to eat ?”” 
taking it for granted, that God could not. Thus this queftion 
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is commented upon, Pfal. Ixxviil. 19, 20. Can he give flefh 
alfo? “Though he had given them flefh with their bread once, 
when he faw fit, Exod. xvi. 13.; and they might have ex- 
pected tbat he would have done it again, and in mercy, if, in- 
{tead of murmuring, they had prayed. Note, It is an offence 
to God, to let our defires go beyond our faith. . 
5. They were eager and importunate in their defires: They 
lufted a luff ; fo the word is: Lufted greatly, and greedily, 
“till they wept again for ‘vexation. So childifh were the 
children of Irael, and fo humourfome; they cried becaufe they 
had not what they would have, and when they would have it. 
They did not offer up this defire to God, but would rather be 
‘beholden to any one elfe than to him. We fhould not indulge 
ourfelyes in any defire, which we cannot in faith turn into pray- 
er 3 as we cannot, when we a/k meat for our luft, Pfal. Ixxvini. 
18. For this fin the anger of the Lord was kindled greatly a- 
-gainft them; which is written for our admonition, that ‘we 
thould not /uf after evil things, as they lufted, 1 Cor. x. 10. 
Flefh is good food, and may lawfully be eaten; yet they are 
faid to lult after evil things: What is lawful in itfelf becomes 
evil to us, when it is what God doth not allot to us, and yet 
we eagerly defire it. 
I. Mofes himfelf, though fo meek and good a man, is un- 
eafy upon this occafion: Mofes alfo was difpleafed. Now, 
[1.] It muft be confeffed, that the provocation was very 
great. Thefe murmurings of theirs reflected great difhonour 
upon God, and Mofes laid to heart the reproaches cat on him. 
They alfo created great vexation to himfelf. ‘They knew he 
did his utmoft for their good ; and that he did nothing, nor 
could, without a divine appointment: And yet to be thus con- 
tinually teazed and clamoured upon by an unreafonable ungrate- 
ful people, would break in’ upon the temper even of Mofes him- 
felf. God confidered this, and therefore we do not find that 
he chid him for his uneafinefs. [2.] Yet Mofes expreffed him- 
felf othcrwife than became: him upon this provocation, and came 
thort of his duty both to God and Ifrael in thefe expoftulations. 
iff, He undervalues the honour God had put upon him, in ma- 
king him the iluftrious minifter of his power and grace in the 
deliverance and conduét of that peculiar people, which might 
have been fufficient to balance the burden. zd/y, He com- 
plains too much of a fenfible grievance, and lays too near his 
heart a little noife and fatigue. If he could not bear the toil 
of government, which was but running with the footmen; how 
would he bear the terrors of war, which was contending with 
borfes? Tie might eafily have furnifhed himfelf, with confide- 
yations enough to enable him to flight their clamours, and make 
nothing of them. 3dly, He magnifies his own performances, 
- that all the burden of the people Jay upon him ; whereas God 
“himfelf did, in effect, eafe him of all the burden. Mofes need- 
ed not to be in care to provide quarters for them, or victuals; 


God did all: And ifany difficult cafe happened, he needed not 


be in any perplexity, while he had the oracle to confult, and | 


in it the divine wifdom to dire& him, the divine authority to 
back him and bear him out, and almighty power itfelf to dif- 
penfe rewards and punifhments. 4zh/y, He is not fo fenfible 


as he ought to be of the obligation he lay under from the di- | 


vine Commiflion and command, to do the titmoft he could for 
this people, when he fuggefts, that becaufe they were not the 
children of his body begotten, therefore he was not concerned 
to take a fatherly care of them, though God himfelf, who 
might employ him as he pleafed, had appointed him to bea 
father to them. 5zhly, He takes too much to himfelf, when 
he afks, Whence fhould I have flefh to give them? ver. 13. as if 
he were the houfe-keeper, and not God. Mofés gave them not 
the bread, John vi. 34.: Nor was it expected that he fhould 
give them the fle/b, but as an inftrument in God’s hand; and 
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if he meant, Whence fhould God have it for them? he too 
much limited the power of the Holy One of Hrael.  6rhly, 
He {peaks diftrultfully of the divine grace, when he defpairs of 
being able to bear all this people, ver. 14. Had the.work been 
much lefs, he could not have gone through it in his own ftrength ; 
but had it been much greater, through Ged ftrengthening him 
he might have done it. 7th/y, It was wort of all paflionately 
to wifh for death, and defire to be killed out of hand, becaufe 
juft at this time his life was made a little uneafy to him, veré 
15. Is this Mofes? Is this the meekeft of all the men on the 
earth? The beft have their infirmities, and fail fometimes in 
the exercife of that. grace. which they are moft eminent for, 
But God gracioufly over-looked Mofes’ paflion at this time 5 
and therefore we mutt not be fevere in our animadverfions up- 
on it, but pray, Lord, fead us not into temptation. 


16 § And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Gathe® 
unto me feventy men of the elders of Hfrael, 
whom thou knoweft to be the elders of the peo-. 
ple, and officers over them; and bring them 
unto the tabernacle of the congregation, that 
they may ftand there with thee. 17 And 1 will 
come down and talk with thee there: and I 
will take of the {pirit which 7s upon thee, and 
will put zt upon them; and they fhall bear the 
burden of the people with thee, that thou bear 
it not thyfelf alone. 18 And fay thou unto the 
people, Sandctify yourfelves again{ft to-morrow, 
and ye fhall eat flefh (for you have wept in the 
ears of the Lorn, faying, Who fhall give us 
flefh to eat? for it was well with us in Egypt): 
therefore the Lorp will give you flefh, and ye 
fhall eat. 1g Ye fhall not eat one day, nor 
two days, nor five days, neither ten days, nor 
twenty days; 20 But even a whole month, un- 
til it come out at your noftrils, and it be loath- 
fome unto you: becaufe that ye have defpifed 
the Lorp which 7s among you, and have wept 
before him, faying, Why came we forth out of 
Egypt? 21 And Mofes faid, The people amongft 
whom I am, are fix hundred thoufand footmen; 
and thou haft faid, I will give them flefh, that 
they may eat a whole month. 22 Shall the 
flocks and the herds be flain for them, to fuffice 
them ; or fhall all the fifth of the fea be gather- 
ed together for them, to fuffice them? 23 And 
the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Is the Lorn’s hand 
waxed fhort? thou fhalt fee now whether my 
word {hall come to pafs unto thee or not. 


We have here God’s gracious anfwer to both the foregoing 
complaints, wherein his goodnefs takes occafion from man’s 
badnefs to appear fo much the more illuftrious. ; 

Firfi, Provifion is made for the redrefs of the gri¢vances: 
Mofes complains of. If he find the weight of government lie 


too heavy upon him, though he was a little too paffionate in 


his remonftrance, yet he thall be ea/ed ; not by being difcard- 


ed from the government himfelf, as he juftly might have been, 
if God had been extreme to. mark what he faid amifg; but by 
' ; having 


‘ 
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vernment ; not at all to leflen or eclipfe his honour, but to 


make the work more eafy to him, and to dear the burden of the 


people with him. And that this provifion might be both agree- 
able, and really ferviceable, (1.) Mofes is direéted to nomi- 
nate the perfons, ver: 16.. The people were too hot, and 


heady, and tumultuous, to be entrufted with the election, Mo- 


fes muft pleafe himfelf in the choice, that. he may not after- 
wards complain. The number he is to chufe is feventy men, 
according to the number of the fouls that went down into E- 
gypt. He mutt chofe fuch as he knew to be elders, i. e. wife 
and experienced men. 


chafe to themfelves now this good degree. Chufe fuch as thou 
knowe/ft to be elders indeed, and not in name only ; officers that 
do their office. We read of the fame number of elders, 
Exod. xxiv. 1. that went up with Mofes to mount Sinai; but 


they were diftingnifhed only for that occafion, the/e for a per- | 


petuity : Atnd according to this conftitution, the fanhedrim, 
or great council of the Jews, which in after ages fat at Jerufa- 
tem, and was the higheit court of judgement among them, con- 
filted of feventy men; and our Saviour feems to have had an 
eye to it, in the choice of feventy difciples, who were to be 
‘afhiftants to the apoftles, Luke.x.  (2.) God promifeth to 
qualify them. If they were not found fit for the employ, they 
fhould be made fits elfe they might prove more a hindrance 
than a help to Mofes, ver. 17. ‘Though Mofes had talked too 
boldly with God, yet God doth not therefore break off com- 
munion with him; he bears a great deal with us, and we muft 
with one another: ‘* J will come down, (faith God) and talk 
with thee, when thou art more calm and compofed ; and I will 
take of the fame fpirit of wifdom, and piety, and courage, that 
ts upon thee, and put it upon them.’ Not that Mofes had the 
jefs of the fpirit for their fharing, nor that they were here- 
by made equal with him, Mofes was {till a Non-fuch, Deut. 
xxiv. 1o.: But they were clothed with a fpitit of govern- 
ment proportionable to their place, and with a fpirit of pro- 
phecy to evidence their divine call to it, the government being 
atheocracy. Note, 1. Thofe whom God employs in any fer- 
vice, he qualifies for it ; and thofe that are not in fome mea+ 
fare qualified, cannot think themfelves duly called. 2. All 
good qualifications are from God; every perfeat gift is from 
the Father of livhts. e 
Secondly, Even the humour of the difcontented people firall 
be gratified too, that every mouth may be ltopped. They are 
bid to /andify themfelves, ver. 18. 2. e. to put themfelves into a 
pofture to receive fuch a proof of God’s power as fhould be a 
token beth of mercy and judgement. Prepare to.meet thy God, 
O Lfrael, Amos iv. 12. 

[1.] God promifeth, (thall I 
That they fhould have their belly-full:of flefh: That for a 
month together, they fhould not only be fed, but feafted with 
fiefh, befides their daily-manna ;. and if they had. not_a better 
government of their appetites than now it appeared’'t ey had, 
they fhould be furfeited with its. ver. 19, 20. You fhalleat 
ull it come out at your noftrils, and become loath/ome to you. See 
here, 1. The vanity of all the delights, of fenfe ; they will cloy, 
but not fatisfy ; fpiritual .pleafuires are: the contraty.. As the 


world paffeth away, fo do the /u/fs of it, 1 John ii, 17. What . 
was greedily coveted, in alittle time. comes to be’ naufeated... 


2. What. brutifh fins (and worfe than. brutifh) gluttony and 


drunkennefs are.. They put a force. upon.;nature, and make. 
that the ficknefs of the body which fhould:be its health ; they. 
are fins that are their ‘own punifhments, and yet not the -worlt : 
that attend them, 3. What a righteous thing it is with God. 


No Ma wR s: 


having affiftants appointed him, who fhould be, as the apoftle 
fpeaks, (1 Cor. xi. 28.) helps, governments, i. e. helps in go- | 


Thofe that had acquitted themfelves | 
beft, as rulers of thoufands and hundreds, Exod. xviii. 25. put-- 


fay?) he threatens: rather, - 
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to make that loathfome to men, which they have inordinately 
luted after. God could make them defpife flefh, as much as 
they had defpifed. manna. 

[.2.] Moles objeéts the improbability of making good this 
word, ver. 21, 22. -It is an objection like that which the dif- 
ciples: made, Mark viii. 4.. Whence cax a man fatisfy thefe 
men ® Some excufe Mofes here, and conftrue what he faith as 
only a modeft enquiry, which way the fopply muft be expec- 
ted ; but it favours too much of diffidence and di(trult of God 
to be juftified. He objects the number of the people ; as if he 
that provided bread for them all, could not by the fame unli- 
mited power provide flefh too. He reckons ‘it mutt be the 
fleh either of bea/ls or fifhes, becaufe of them-aré the moft 
bulky animals ; little thinking that the flefh of birds, little 
birds, fhould ferve the purpofe. God fees not as man fees, 
but his thoughts are above ours. He objets the greedinefs of 
the peoples defires, in that word to /uffice them. Note, Even. 
true and great believers fometimes find it hard to truft God- 
under the difcouragement of fecond caufes, and again/? hope to 
believe in hope. Mofes himfelf can fcarce forbear faying, “Can 


God furnifh a table in the wildernefs ”’ when this was become ~ 


the common cry. No doubt this was his infirmity. 

[3-} God gives a fhort but fufficient anfwer to the objec- 
tion, in that queftion, Js the Lord’s hand waxed Jhort ? ver. 33. 
If Mofes had remembered the years of the right-hand of the 
Moft High, he had not ftarted all thefe difficulties : There-- 
fore God minds him of them ; intimating, that this objection» 
reflected upon the divine’ power, which he’had been fo often: 
not only the witnefs, but the inftrument of. Had he forgot 
what wonders the divine power had wrought for that people, 
inflicted the plagues of Egypt, divided the fea, broached the 
rock, and rained bread from heaven? And is that power aba- 
ted? Is God weaker than he ufed to be? Or,. is he tired 
with what he has done? Whatever our unbelieving hearts may 
fuggeft to the contrary, it is certain, (1.) That God’s hand is 
not fhort.. Tis power cannot be reftrained in the exerting of 
itfelf by any thing but his own will ;. with him nothing is im- 
pofhble. "Phat hand is not fhort which. meafures the waters, 
metes out the heavens, (Ifa. xl. 12.)° and grafps the winds, 
(Prov. xxx. 4.) (2.) That it is not wawed /hort. He is 
as {trong as ever he was ; fainteth not, neither-is weary. And 
this is fufficient to filence our all diftrufts, when means fail us, 7s 
any thing too hard for the Lord? Gad here brings Moks to » 
this firft principle ; fets him back in his leffon to learn the an- 
cient name of God, The Lord God Almighty ; and put the 
proof upon the “iflue, Thou Jhalt fee whether my word foall 
come to-pafs or not. This magnifies God’s word. above all his 
name, that his works never came fhort of it. If he fpeaks, 
itis done. » : 


24:9 And*Mofes went out, and told the peo- 
ple the words of the Lorp,. and gathered the - 
feventy men of the elders-of the people, and fet 
them round about the tabernacle.. 25 And the 
Lorp came down ina cloud; and {pake unto 
him,, and took of the-{pirit that-zwas upon him, , 
and gave it unto, the: feventy elders: and it 
came to pafs; that when the fpirit refted upon : 
them, they prophefied; and did not ceafe. 26 But - 


‘there remained. two: of: the men .in:the camp, . 
. the name of.the one. was Eldad; and the name - 


of the.other Medad.: and the fpirit refted upon 


them, (and: they were of them thet were writ- 
.ten, but went not out into the tabernacle) and : 


they, 
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they prophefied in the camp. 27 And there 
ran a young man, and told Mofes, and faid, 
Eldad and Medad do prophefy in the camp. 
28, And Jofhua the fon of Nun, the fervant of 
Mofes, ove of his young men, anfwered and faid, 
My Lord Mofes, forbid them. 29 And Mofes 


faid unto him, Envieft thou for my fake? would — 


God that all the Lorn’s people were prophets, 
and that the Lorp would put his fpirit upon 
them. 30 And Mofes gat him into the camp, 
he and the elders of Ifrael. 


We have here the performance of God’s word to Moles, 
‘that he fhould have the help in the government of Ifrael. 

Firft, Here is the cafe of the feventy privy-counfellors in 
general. Mofes, though a little difturbed by the tumult of the 


- people, yet was thoroughly compofed by the communion he 


had with God, and foon came to himfelf again. And, ac- 
cording as the matter was concerted, (1.) He did Ais part: 
He prefented the feventy elders before the Lord round the ta- 
bernacle, ver. 24. that they might there ftand ready to receive 
the grace of God in the place where he manifefted himfelf, and 
that the people alfo might be witneffes of their folemn call, 
Note, Thofe that expeét favour from God, muft humbly of- 
fer themfelves and their fervice to him. (z.) God was not 
wanting to do his part.. He gave of his Spirit to the feventy 
elders, (ver. 25.) 3 which enabled them, whofe capacities and 
education fet them but on a level with their neighbours, yet of 
a fudden to fay and do that which was extraordinary, and 
which fhewed them aéted by a divine infpiration: They pro- 
phefied, and did not ceafe all that day, and (fome think) only 
that day. They difcourfed to the people ofthe things of God, 
and perhaps commented upon the law they had lately received 
with admirable clearnefs, and fulnefs, and readinefs, and apt- 
nefs of expreflion, fo that all that heard them might fee and 
fay, That God was with them of a truth, fee 1 Cor. xiv..24, 
25- ‘Thus long after Saul was marked for the government by 
the gift of prophecy, which came upon him for a day and a 
night, 1 Sam. x. 6, 11. When Mofes was to fetch Ifrael 
- out of Egypt, Aaron was appointed to be his prophet, Exod. 
vil. 1.3; but now God had called him to other work, in his 


.<room Mofes has feventy prophets to attend him. Note, Thofe 


_ are fitteft to ru/e in God’s Ifrael, that are well acquainted with 
. divine things,. anid are apt to teach to edification. 


\Secanedly, Here is the particular cafe of two of them, Eldad _ 


- and Medad, probably two brothers. 
{1.] They were nominated by. Mofes, to be afhftants in 
: the government ; dut they went not out uato the tabernacle, as 
the reft did, ver. 26. Calvin conjectures that the fummons 
_ was fent them, yet it did not find them, they were fomewhere 
- out of the way ;. fo that though they were written, yet they 
were not called. Moft think they.declined coming to the ta- 
‘ bernacle, out of an excefs of madefty and humility ; being fen- 


fible of their own weaknefs and unworthinefs, they defired to é 


be excufed from coming into the government. Their princi- 
ple was their praife, but their practice in not obeying orders 
was their fault. 
[2-] The Spirit of God found them outin the camp, where 
they were hid among the ftuff; and there they prophefied ; i.e. 
they exercifed their gift of praying, preaching, and praifing 
God, in-fome private tent. Note, The Spirit of God is not 
tied to the tabernacle; but, Uke the wind, blows where he 
lifteth, John iii. 8. Whither can we go from that Spirit 2 
‘There was a fpecial providence in it, that thefe two fhould be 
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abfent: For thus it appeared, that ic was indeed a divine Spi- 
rit which:the elders were aéted by ; and that Mofes gave them 
not that fpirit, but God himfelf. They modeftly declined pre- 
ferment, but God forces it upon them; nay, they have the 
honour of being named, which the reft have not: For they 
that humble themfelves, fhall be exalted; and thofe are molt 
fit for government, that are leaft ambitious of it. 

[3.] Information of this was given to Mofes, ver. 27. E/- 
dad and Medad prophefied in the camp: “ ‘There is a conven- 
ticle in fuch a tent; and Eldad and Medad are holding forth 
there, from under the infpe@tion and prefidency of Mofes, and. 
out of the communion of the reft of the elders.’? Whoever 
the perfon was that brought the tidings, he feems to have look- 

. ed upon it as an irregularity. 

[4.°] Jofhua moved to have them filenced, ver. 28. My 
Lord Mofes, forbid them. It is probable Jofhua was himfelf 
one of the feventy, which made him the more jealous for the 
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, honour of their order. He takes it for granted, that they were 


not under any neceflitating impulfe, for the /pirit of the pro- 
phets is fubje& to the prophets 3 and therefore he would have* 
them either not to prophefy at all, or to come to the taberna- 
cle and prophefy in confort with the reft. He doth not de- 
fire they fhould be punifhed for what they had done, but only 
reftrained for the future. ‘This motion he made from a good 
principle ; not out of any perfonal difguft to Eldad and ‘Me- 
dad, but out of an honeft zeal for that which he apprehended 
to be the unity of the church, and in concern for the honour 
of God and Mofes. 

[5.] Mofes rejects the motion, and reproves him that made 
it, ver. 29. Lnvieft thou for my fake? Thou knoweft not 
what manner of fpirit thou art of. _Though. Jofhua was Mo- 
fes’ particular friend and confident; though he faid this out of 
a refpeét to Mofes, whofe honour he was very loth to fee lef- 
fened by the call of thofe elders ; yet Mofes reproves him, 
and in him all that are fo fpirited, (1.) We mutt not fecretly 
grieve at the gifts, graces, and ufefulnefs of others. It was 
the fault of John’s difciples, that they envied Chrift’s honour, 
becaufe it fhaded their mafter’s, John ili. 26, &c. (2-) We 
mutt not be tranfported: into heats againft the weakneffes and 
infirmities of others. Suppofing it was an irregularity that El- 
dad and Medad were guilty of, yet Jofhua was too quick and 
too warm upon them. Our zeal muft always be tempered 
with the meekne/s of wifdom. "The righteoufnefs of God needs 
not the wrath of man, James i. 20. (3.) We mutt not make 
the beft and moft ufeful men heads of a party. Paul would 
not have his name made ufe of to patronize a faction, 1 Cor.. 
i. 12, 13. (4.) We mutt not be forward to eondemn and fi- 
lence thofe that differ from us; as if they.did not follow Chrif, 
becaufe they do not fillow him with us, Mark ix. 38. Shall 
we reject thofe whom Chrift has owned? or reftrain any from 
doing good, becaufe they are not in every thing of our mind? 
Mofes was of another fpirit; fo far from filencing thefe two, 
and quenching the /pirit in them, that he wifhes all the Lord’s 

people were prophets, that is, that he would put his Spirit upon 
them. Not that he would have any fet up for prophets that 
were not duly qualified; or that he expected that the fpirit of 
prophefy fhould be made thus common ; but thus he expreffeth | 
the love and efteem he had for al/ the Lord’s people, the com- 
placency he took in the gifts of others, and how far he was - 
from being difpleafed at Eldad’s and Medad’s prophefying 
from under his eye, Such an excellent fpirit as this bleffed — 
Paul was of; rejoicing that Chri was preached, though it 
were by thofe who therein intended to add affiGion to his 
bonds, Phil. i. 16. We ought to be pleafed that God is fer- 
ved and glorified, and good done, though to the leffening of 
our credit, and the credit of our way. | ; 


[6.4 The 


Chap. XI. 


. [6.] The elders, now newly ordained, immediately entered 
upon their adminiftration, ver. 30. When their call was fat 


ficiently attefted by their prophefying, they went with Mofes | 


to the camp, and applied themfelves to bufinefs. — Having re- 
ceived the gift, they minifired the fame as good flewards. And 
now Mofes was pleafed that he had fo many to fhare with 
him in his work and honour. And,. 1. Let the teftimony of 
Mofes be credited by thofe who defire to be in power, That 
government is a durthen. It isa burthen of care and trouble to 
thofe who make'confcieticé of the’ duty of it; and to thofe 
who do not, it will prove a heavier burthen in the day of ac- 
count, when they fall under the doom of the unprofitable fer- 
vant, that buried his talent. 2. duet the example of Mofes be 
imitated by thofe that are in power: Let them not defpife the 
advice and afliftance of others: but defire it, and be thankful 
for it; not coveting to monopolize wifdom and power. In 
multitude of counfellors there is fafety. 


- - 3r_{ And there went forth a wind from the 
‘Lorn, and brought quails from the fea, and let 
them fall by the camp, as it were a day’s jour- 
ney on this fide, and as it were a day’s journey 
‘on the other fide, round about the camp, and 
as if were two cubits high, upon the face of the 
earth. 32 And the people ftood up all that 
day, and all that night, and all the next day, 
and they gathered the quails: he that gathered 
leaft; gathered ten homers: and they {pread 
them all abroad for themfelves round about the 
‘camp. 33 And while the flefh was yet be- 
tween their teeth, ere it was chewed, the wrath 
of the Lorp.was kindled againft the people, and 
the Lorp {mote the people with a very great 
‘plague. 34 And he called the name of that 
place Kibroth-hattaavah: becaufe there they 
buried the people that Infted. 35 Aud the 
_ people journeyed from Kibroth-hattaavah unto 

Hazeroth: and abode at Hazeroth. 

_ God having performed his promife to Mofes, in giving him 
affeflors in the government, and proving thereby the power he 
has over the fpirits of men, by his Spirit; he here performs his 
promife to the people in giving them flefh, and proving thereby 
nis power oyer the inferior creatures, and his dominion in the 
kingdom of nature. Obferye, [1.] How the people were 
gratified with flefh in abundance, ver. 31. 
-eaft wind,) as appears (Pfal. Ixxviii. 26.) brought quails. It 
is uncertain what. fort of animals they were. The Pfalmift 


calls them feathered fowl, or fowl of wing. The learned Bi- | 


‘fhop Patrick inclines to agree with fome modern writers, who 
"think they were Jocu/ls, a delicious fort of food well known in 
thofe parts; the rather, becaufe they were brought jwith: a 
wind, lay in heaps, and were dried in the fun for ufe,, What- 


ever they were, they anfwered the intention: They feryed for | 
a month’s feaft for Ifrael; fuch an indulgent Father was God_ 


to this froward family. Locu/fs, that had been a plague to 
- fruitful Egypt, feeding upon the fruits, were a blefling to a bar- 
_ ren wildernefs, being themfelves fed upon. [2.] How greedy 
they. were of this flefh that God fent them: "They flew: upon 
the fpoil, with an infatiable appetite ; not regarding what Mofes 
had told them from God, that they would furfeit upgn it, ver. 


__82. Two days and a night they were at it; gathering flcth, » 


Vou. 1. 


. 
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queft, but fent leannefs into their foul, Pfal. cvi. 15. 


A wind, (a fouth- | 
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till every: mafter of :a family had brought home ten homers, 
(that was ten afs load,» at leaft. \ David tonged for the water 
of the well of Bethlehem, but would not drink it when he had 
it, becaufe it was obtained by venturing: Much more reafon 
the Ifraelites had to refufe this flefh which was obtained by 
murmuring, and which they might eafily perceive, by what 
Mofes faid, was given them in anger; but thofe that are under 
the power of a carnal mind, will have their lufts fulfilled, 
though it be to the certain damage and ruin of their precious 
fouls. [3.] How dear they paid for their feafts when it came 
into the reckoning, ver. 33. The Lord /mote them with a ve- 
ry great plague; {ome bodily difeafe which probably was the 
effect of their furfeit, aad was the death of many-of them, and 
thofe, it is likely, the ring-leaders im the mutiny. Note, God 
often grants the defires of finners in wrath, while he denies 
the defires of his own people in love. He gave them theirre- 
By all 
that was faid to them they were not efranged from their luff; 
and therefore, while the meat was in their mouths, the wrath 
of God came upon them, Plal. xxviii. 30, 31. What we in- 
ordinately defire, if we obtain it, we have reafon to fear that 
it will be fome way or other a prief and crofs to us. ~God 
fufficed them firft, and then plagued them,+(1.). To fave the re- 
putation of his own power, that it might not be faid, He had 
cut them off becaufe he was not able to fufice them. And, 
(2.) To fhew us the meaning of the profperity of finners ; it 
is their préparation for ruin: They are fed as an ox for the 
flaughter. Laftly, The remembrance of this is preferved in 
the name given to the place, ver. 34. Mofes called it Kibroth- 
Hattaavah, the graves oftuflers, or, of luf?. And well it had 
been, if thefe graves of Ifrael’s lufters had proved the graves 
of Lfrael’s lu: The warning was defigned to be fo, but it had 
not its due effect; for it follows, ( Pfal. Ixxvil. 31.) For all 
this they have finned fill. 


C Het Pek: 

In the foregoing chapter, we had the vexation which the peo- 
ple gave to Mofes; in this, we have his patience tried by 
his own relations, 1, Miriam and Aaron his own bro- 
ther and fitter offronted him, ver. 1,—3. U1. God called 
them to an account for it, ver. 4,—9. IL. Mirram.was 
fratten with a leprofy for wt, ver. 10. IV. Aaron fubmits, 
and Mofes meekly intercedes for ber, ver. 11,--13. She 
ts healed, but put to fhame for feven days, ver. 14,—26. 
And this is recorded to fhew, that the bef? perfons and fa- 
milies have both their folhes and their croffes. 

Aarne Miriam and Aaron fpake againft_Mo- 

fes, becaufe of the Ethiopian. woman, 
whom he had married: for he had married an 

Ethiopian woman. 2 And they faid, Hath the 

Lorp indeed f{poken only by Mofes? hath he 

not {poken alfo by.us? And. the Lorp heard 

it. 3 (Now .the man. Mofes was very meek, 
above all the men which were upon the face 


“of the earth.) . 


~ Here is, Fir/f, The wonderful paffion of Aaron and Miri- 
am: They /pake againft Mofes, ver... » If Mofes that recei- 
ved fo much honour from God, yet received. fo many flights 
and affronts from men, fhall any of us thin‘ fuch trials either 
firange, or hard, and be either provoked. or difcouraged » by 
them ? But who would have thought that difturbance fhould 
be created to Mofes, (1.) From thofe that were  themfelves 
Jerious and good; nay, that. were eminent in religion; Miriam 
Bele a pre. 
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a prophetefs, Aaron the high prieft, both of them joint-com- 
miffioners with Mofes, for the deliverance of Ifrael, Mic. vi. 
4. I fent before thee, Mofes, Aaron, and Miriam. (2.) 
From thofe that were his neareft relations, his own brother 
and fifter, who fhone fo much by rays borrowed from him. 
Thus the fpovfe complains, Cant. i. 6. Ay mother’s children 
avere angry with me; and quarrels among relations are in a 
fpecial manner grievous: 4 brother offended is harder to be won 
than a firong city. Yet this helps to confirm the call of Mofes, 


and fhews that his advancement was purely by the divine fa- | 


vour, and not by any compaét or collufion with his kindred, 
who themfelves grudged at his advancement. Neither did 
many of our Saviour’s kindred believe on him, John vii. 5. 
it fhould feem that Miriam began the quarrel, and Aaron ha- 
ving not been employed or confulted in the choice of the 
feventy elders, was for the prefent fomewhat difgufted, and fo 
was the fooner drawn in to take his fifter’s part. It would 
grieve one to fee the hand of Aaron in fo many trefpaffes ; but 
it fhews, that the Jacv made men priefl’s which had infirmity. 

_ Satan prevailed firft with Ive, and by her with Adam: See 
what need we have to take heed of being drawn into quarrels 
by our relations, for we know not how great a matter a little 
fire may kindle. Aaron ought to have remembered how Mofes 
ftood his friend when God was angry with him for making 
.the golden calf, (Deut. ix. 20.) and not have rendered him 
evil for good. 

Two things they quarrelled with Mofes about, 1. About 
his marriage, Some think a late marriage with a Cufhite, or 
Arabian; others becaufe of Zipporah, whom on this occafion 
they called in {corn an Ethiopian woman; and who, they in- 
finuated, had too great an influence upon Mofes, in the choice 
of thefe feventy elders: Perhaps there were fome private fal- 
ling out between Zipporah and Miriam, which occafioned 
fome hot words, and one peevith reflection introduced another, 
till Mofes and Aaron came to be interefted. 2. About his 
government, not the mi/management of it, but the monopolizing 
of it, ver. 2. Hath the Lord {poken only by Mofes ? “ Mult he 
only. have the choice of the perfons on whom the fpirit of pro- 
phecy fhall come? Hath he not fpoken alfo by us? Might not 


we have had a hand in that affair, and preferred our friends’ 


as well as Mofes his.” They could not deny that God had 
fpoken by Mofes, but it was plain he had fometimes fpoken 
alfo by them ; and that which they intended, was to make 
themlelves equal with him, though God had fo many ways 
-diftinguifhed him. Note, Striving to be greateft, is a fin which 
cafily befets difciples themfelves, and it is exceedingly finful. 
Even thofe that are well preferred are {eldom pleajed, if others 
be better preferred. Thofe that excel are commonly envied. 
Secondly, The wonderful patience of Mofes under this pro- 
vocation. The Lord heard it, ver. 2.: But Mofes himfelf 
-took no notice of it; for ver. 3. he was very meek. He had 
a great deal of reafon to refent the affront: It was #l-natured, 


and ill-timed, when the people were difpofed to mutiny,, and: 


had lately given him a great deal of vexation with their mur- 


murings, which would be in danger of breaking out again when. 


thus headed and countenanced by Aaron and Miriam ; but he 
as a deaf man heard not. 


ed, as in the cafe of the golden calf, no man more Zealous 


‘than Mofes ; but when his own honour was touched, no man. 


“more meek; as bold asa lion in the caufe of God, but as 
mild as a lamb in his own caufe. God’s people are the meek 
of the earth, Zeph. ii. 3. But fome are more remarkable than 
others for this grace, as Mofes, who was thus fitted for the 
work he was called to, which required all the meeknefs he 
had, and fometimes more. And fometimes the unkindnefs of 
cur friends is a greater trial of our meeknefg than the malice 
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When God’s hanour was. concern-- 
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of our enemies. Chrift himfelf records his own meeknefs, 
Mat. xi. 29. Iam meck and lowly in heart 3 and the copy of 
meeknefs Chrift has fet was without a blot, Mofes’ was not. 


4 And the Lorn fpake fuddenly unto Mo- 
fes, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come 
out ye three unto the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation. And they three came out. 5 And the 
Lorp came down in the pillar of the cloud, 
and ftood zn the'‘door of the tabernacle, and 
called Aaron and Miriam: and they both came 
forth. 6 And he faid, Hear now my words : 
If there be a prophet among you, / the Lorp 
will make my(elf known unto him in a vifion, 
and will fpeak unto him in a dream. 7 My 
fervant Mofes zs not fo, who zs faithful in all 
mine houfe. 8 With him will I fpeak mouth 
to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark 


| fpeeches; and the fimilitude of the Lorp fhall 


he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid 
to fpeak againft my fervant Mofes?. 9 And the 
anger of the Lorp was kindled againit them, 
and he departed. Spat 


| 


of it to God, or made an appeal to him; but God refented : 
He hears all we fay in our paflion, and is a /wift witnefs of 
our hafly {peeches ; which is a reafon why we fhould refolute- 
ly bridle our tongues that we {peak not ill of others, and why 
we fhould patiently {top our ears, and not take notice of it, if 
others fpeak ill of us. J heard not, for thou wilt hear, Pfal. 


caufe, the more is God engaged to plead it. The accufed in- 
nocent needs to fay little, if he knows the judge himfelf will 
be his advocate. 

Firf, The caufe is called, and the parties fummoned forth- 
with to attend at the door of the tabernacle, ver. 4, 5. 


now God fhowed himfelf jealous for his reputation ; for thofe 
that honour God he will honour, nor will he ever be behind: 
hand with any that appear for him. Judges of old fat in the 


/ gate of the city to try caufes ; and fo, on this occafion, the 
| Shechinah, in the cloud of glory, ftood at the door of the ta- 


bernacle, and Aaron and Miriam as delinquents. were called to 
the bar. 


Secondly, Aaron and Miriam are made to know, that as 
great as they were, they muft not pretend to be equal to Mo-. 
fes, nor fet up as rivals with him, ver. 6, 7, 8. 


1. It was true, that God put a great deal of honour upon 


' the prophets ; however men mocked them, and mifufed them, 
God made. 
himfelf known to them, either by dreams when they were a-- 
fleep, or by wifions when they were awake, and by them made- 


they were the favourites and intimates of heaven. 


himfelf known to others. And thofe are happy, thofe are 


| great, truly great, truly happy, to. whom God makes him/elf ' 


known. Now he doth it, not by dreams and vifions as of old,. 
but by the /pirit of wifdom and revelation, who makes known 


becaufe 


Mo-’ 
fes had often fhowed himfelf zealous for God’s honour, and” 


Were they~ 
|. the prophets of the Lord? Of Mofes it might be truly faid, 
. He more. 


Mofes did not refent the injury done him, nor complained J 


XXXVilil. 13, 14,15. The more filent we are in ovr own ~ 


‘thofe things to. babes, which prophets and kings defired to fee, . 
and might not. «Hence in the Jaf days, the days of the Mef-. 
fiah, the fons and daughters are faid to prophe/y, Joel ii. 28. _ 


Chap. XIL 


Secaufe they thall be better acquainted with the myfteries of 
the kingdom of grace than’ even the prophets themfelves were, 
See Heb. i. 1. say 
2. Yet the honour put upon Mofes was far greater, ver. 7. 

— My fervant Mofes ts not fo, he excelleth them all. To re- 
compenfe Mofes for his meek and patient bearing the affronts 
which Miriam and Aaron gave him, God not only cleared 
him, but praifed him; and took that occafion to give him an 
encomium which remains upon record to his immortal honour: 


‘And thus. fhall they that are reviled and perfecuted for righ- — 


‘teoufnefs’ fake have a great reward in heaven; Chrift will con- 
fefs them before his Father and the holy angels. . [1.] Mo- 
fes was a man of great integrity, and tried fidelity. He is 
faithful in all my houfe. ~ This is put firlt in his charaéter, be- 
caule grace excels gifts, love excels knowledge, and fincerity 
im the fervice of God puts. a greater honour upon a man, and 
recommends him to the divine favour, more than learning, ab- 
ftrufe {peculations, and. an ability to peak with tongues. ‘This 
_is that part of Mofes’ charaéter which the apoftle quotes, when 
he would fhew that Chrift was greater than Mofes; making 
it out, that he was fo in this. chief inftance of his greatnefs, 
for Mofes was faithful only as a fervant, but Chrift as a fon, 
Heb. iti. 2, 54.6. God intrufted Mofes to deliver his mind 
in all things to: Ifrael, Ifrael intrufted him ‘to treat for them 
with God, and he was faithful to. both. He faid and did e- 
very thing in the management of that great affair as became 
an honeft good. man, that aimed at nothing elfe but the honour 
of God, and. the welfare of Ifrael. [.2.] Mofes was therefore 
honoured with clearer difcoveries of God’s mind, and a more 
intimate communion with God, than any other prophet what- 
foever. He fhall, (1.) Hear more from God than any other 
prophet, more clearly and diftingly: With him will I fpeak 
mouth to mouth, or, face to face, Exod. xxxiii. 11. as a man 
. fpeaks to bis friend, whom he difcourfeth with freely and fami- 
‘Harly, and without any confufion or confternation, fuch as 
fometimes other prophets were under, as Ezekiel, and Daniel, 
and St John himfelf when God f{pake'to them. By other 
“prophets God fent to his people reproofs and predictions of 
good or evil, which were properly enough delivered in dark 
_fpeeches, figures, types, and parables; but by Mofes he gave 
laws to his people, and the tn/fitution of holy ordinances, which 
could by no means be delivered by dark /peeches, but muft be 
exprefled in the plaineft and moft intelligible manner. (2.) 
He thall fee more of God than any other prophet: The /imi- 


hiiude of the Lord fhall he behold, as he hath feen it in Horeb,. 


when God proclaimed his name before him. Yet he faw on- 
ly the fimilitude of the Lord; angels. and glorified faints al- 
ways behold the face of our Father. Mofes had the fpirit of 
prophecy in a way peculiar to himfelf, and which fet him far 
above all other prophets, yet he that is leaft in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he, mach more doth our Lord Jefus in- 
finitely excel him, Heb. it. 1. 

Now let Miriam and Aaron confider who it was. they in- 
fulted. Were ye not afraid to peak againff my fervant Mofes? 
Againfi my Jervant, againf? Mofes, {o it runs in the original, 
~ How dare you abufe any fervant of mine, efpecially fuch a fer- 
vant'as Mofes, who is a friend, a confident, and fteward of the 
houfe: How durft they fpeak to the grief and reproach of one 
whom God had fo much to fay in the commendation of? might 
~ they not expec that God would refent it, and take it as an: 
affront to himfelf ? Note, We have reafon to be afraid: of fay- 
ing or doing any thing again{t the fervants of God, it is at our 
peril af we do; for God- will» plead their caufe, and reckons 
_that what touches them, touches the apple of his eye. It is a dan- 
gerous thing to offend Chriff’s little cues, Mat. xviii. 6. ‘Thofe 
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are prefumpluous indeed that are not afraid to fpeak evil of dig- 
nities, 2 Pet. li. £0. 

Thirdly, God having thus fhewed them their fault and folly, 
he next fhews them his difpleafure, ver. g. Tbe anger of the 
Lord was kindled againft them; of which perhaps fome fenfible 
indications were given in the change of the colour of the cloud, 
or fome flafhes of lightning from it. But indeed it was indi- 
cation enough of his difpleafure, that he departed, and would 
not fo much as hear their excufe, for he needed not, underftand- 
ing their thoughts afar of; and thus he would fhew that he 
was difpleafed. Note, The removal of God’s prefence from 
us is the fureft and faddeft token of God’s difpleafure againft 
us. Wo unto us if he depart ; and he never departs, till we 
by our fin and folly drive him from us. 


to And the cloud departed from off the ta- 
bernacle ; and behold, Miriam became leprous, 
white as {now: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, 
and behold /be was leprous. 11 And Aaron 
faid unto Mofes, Alas, my lord, I befeech thee 
lay not the fin upon us, wherein we have done 
foolifhly, and wherein we have finned. r2 Let 
her not be as one dead; of whom the flefh is half 
confumed, when he cometh out of his mother’s 
womb. 13 And Mofes cried unto the Lorn, 
faying, Heal her now, O God, I befeech thee. 
14 § And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, If her fa- 
ther had but fpit in her face, fhould fhe not be 
afhamed feven days? let her be {hut out from 
the camp feven days, and after that let her be 
received in again. 15 And Miriam was fhut 
out frorn the camp feven days: and the people 
journeyed not till Miriam was brought in a- 
gain. 16 And afterward the people removed 
from Hazeroth, and pitched in the wildernefs 
of Paran. 


Here is, Fir, God’s judgment upon Miriam, ver. 10. The 


_ cloud departed from off that part of the tabernacle, in token of 
_ God’s departure ; and prefently Miriam became /eprous: when 


God. goes, evil comes; expect no good when God departs. 
The leprofy was a difeafe oft inflicted by the immediate hand 
of God, as the punifhment of fome particular fin ; as on Ge- 
hazi for lying, on Uzziah for invading the prieft’s office, and 
here on Miriam for fcolding, and making mifchief among re- 
lations. The plague of the leprofy, it is likely, appeared in her 


. face, fo that it appeared to all that faw her fhe was ftruck with 


it, with the worlt of it: She was leprous as fnows not only fo 
white, but fo oft, the folid flefh lofing its confiftency, as that 
which putrifies doth, Her foul tongue (faith Bifhop Hall) is 
julbly punifhed with a foul face; and her folly in pretending to 
be a rival with Mofes is made manifeft to all men, for every 
one fees his face to be glorious, and her’s to be leprous. While 
Mofes needs a veil to hide his glory, Miriam needs one to hide 
her fhame, Note, Vhofe diftempers which any way deform 
us, ought to be conftrued as a rebuke to our pride, and impro- 
ved for the cure of it; and under fuch humbling providences, 


_ we ought to be very humble, It is a fign the heart is hard in- 


deed, if the fleth be mortified, and yet the lufts of the fleth re- 
main unmortified. It fhould feem that this plague upon Miri- 


/ am was defigned for an expofition of the law concerning the 
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Jeprofy, Lev. xiii.; for it is referred to,. upon the rehearfal of 
that law, Deut. xxiv. 8,9. 

Miriam was ftruck with a leprofy, but not Aaron ; becaufe 
the was firft in the tranfgreffion,and God would puta difference 
between thofe that miflead, and thofe that are mifled. Aaron’s 
office, though it faved him not from God’s difpleafure, yet it 
helped to fecure him from this token of his difpleafure: It not 
- only would have fufpended him for the prefent from officiating, 

when (their being no prieft. but himfelf and his two fons) he 
could ill be fpared, but it would have rendered him and his of- 
fice mean, and would have been a lafting blot upon his family. 
Aaron, as prieft, was to be judge of the leprofy ; and his per- 
forming that part of his office upon this occafion, when he /ook- 
ed upon Miriam, and behold fhe was leprous, was a fufficient 
mortification to him. He was ftruck through her fide, and 
he could not pronounce her leprous without blufhing or trem- 
bling, knowing himfelf to be equally obnoxious. This judge- 
ment of Miriam is improveable by us, as a warning to take heed 
of putting any affront upon our Lord Jefus. Ifthe was thps 
chaftifed for {peaking againft Mofes, what will become of thofe 
that fin againft Chrift. : 

Secondly, Aaron’s fubmiffion hereupon, ver. 11, 12. He 
humbles himfelf to Mofes, confeffes his fault, and begs pardon. 
He that but juft now joined with his fifter in fpeaking againft 
Mofes, here is forced for himfelf and his fifter to make a pe- 
nitent addrefs to him, and in the higheft degree to magnify him, 
as if he had the power of God to forgive and heal, whom he 
had fo lately oilifed. Note, Thofe that trample upon the faints 
and fervants of God, will one day be glad to make court to 
them ; at fartheft, in the other world, as the foolith virgins to 
the wife for a little oil, and the rich man to Lazarus for a little 
water; and perhaps in this world, as Job’s friends to him for 
prayers, and here Aaron to Mofes, Rev. iii. 9. In his fub- 
miffion, [1.] He confeffeth his own and his fifter’s fin, ver. 11. 
He fpeaks refpedfully to Mofes, of whom he had {poken /light- 
ly, calls him Ais lord; and now turns the reproach upon him- 
felf, {peaks as one afhamed ef what he had faid: We have jin- 
aed, we have done foolifoly. hofe fin, and do foolifhly, who 
xevile and {peak evil of any, efpecially of good people, or of thofe 
in authority. Repentance is the ua/aying of that which we have 
faid amifs ; and better it be wn/faid, than that we be undone by 
it. [2.] He begs Mofes’ pardon: Lay not. the fin upon us. 
é\aron was. to bring his gift to the altar ; but knowing that his 
brother had fomething againft him, he of all men was concern- 
ed to reconcile himfelf to his brother, that he might be quali- 
fied to offer his gift. Some think this fpeedy fubmiffion which 
God faw him ready to make, was that which prevented his be- 
ing ftruck with a Jeprofy as his fifter was. [3.] He recom- 
mends the deplorable condition of his fifter to Mofes’. compaf- 
fionate confideration, ver. 12. Let her not be as one dead; i.e. 


let her not continue fo feparated from converfation, defiling all: 


fhe toucheth, and even to putrify above ground as one dead. 
He elegantly defcribes the mifery of her cafe to move his pity. 

Thirdly, The interceflion Mofeés made for Miriam, ver. 13. 
He cried unto the Lord, with a loud voice, becaufe the cloud, 
the fymbol of his preferice, was removed, and ftood at fome 
diftance, and to exprefs his fervency in this requeft: Heal her 
now, O Lord, I befeech thee. By this he made it to appear, 
that he did heartily forgive her the injury fhe had done him, 
that he had not.accufed her to God, nor called for juftice a- 
gainft her ; fo far from that, that when God, in tendernefs. to 
his honour, had chaftifed her infolence, he was the firft that 
moved for reverfing the judgement. . By this example we are 
taught to pray for them that de/pitefully ufe us: and not to take 
pleafure in the moft righteous punifhment. inflicted either by 
God or man on thofe that have been injurious to us. Jeres 
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boam’s withered hand was reflored “at the fpecial inftance and 
requeft of the prophet againft whom it had been /fretched out, 
1 Kings xiii. 6. ; fo Miriam here was healed by the prayer of © 
Mofes, whom fhe had. abufed; and Abimelech by the prayer 
of Abraham, Gen. xx. 7. Mofes might have ftood. off, and 
have faid, “ She is ferved well enough, let her govern her: 
tongue better next time ;’? but not content with being able to 
fay, that he had not prayed for the inflicting of the judgement;. 
he prays earneftly for the removal of it. ‘i'his pattern of Mo- 
fes, and that of our Saviour, Father forgive them, we rou{t 
{tudy to conform to. su he 
Fourthly, The accommodating of this matter, fo as that mer- 
cy and juftice might meet together. (1.) Mercy takes place 
fo far as that Miriam fhall be sealed ; Mofes forgives her, and_ 
God will, (allu 2 Cor. ii. 10.) But, (2.). Juftice takes: 
place fo far as that Miriam fhall be humbled, ver: 14. Let her 
be fhut out from the camp feven days ; that the herfelf might be: 
amade more fenfible of her fault, and penitent for it ; and that 
her punifhment might be the more public, and all Ifrael might 
take notice of it, and take warning by it not to mutiny. If 
Miriam the prophetefs be pat under fuch marks of humiliation 
for one hafty word {poken again{t Mofes, what'may we expect 
for our.murmurings? Jf this be done in a green tree, what fhall. * 
be done in the dry? See how people debafe and diminifh them- 
felves by fin, {tain their glory, and Jay their honour in the duft; 
when Miriam praifed God, we find her at the head of the 
congregation, and one of the brighteft ornaments of it, Exod.: 
xv. 20.3; now fhe quarrelled with God, we find her expelled: 
as the filth and off-/couring of it. aR 
A reafon is given for her being put ovt of the camp for /e- 
ven days, becaufe thus fhe ought to accept of the puni/hment of — 
her iniquity. If her father, her earthly father, had but pit in: 
her face, and fo fignified his difpleafure againft her, would fhe 


. not be fo troubled and concerned at it, and fo forry that fhe 


had deferved it, as to fhut herfelf up for fome time in her room, 
and not come into his prefence, or fhew her face in the family, 
being afhamed of her own folly and unhappinefs; if fuch re- 
verence as this be owing to the fathers of our fle/e when they 
corre us, much more ought we to humble ourfelves under the — 
mighty hand of the Father of /pirits, Heb. xii g. . Note,. 
When we are under the tokens of God’s difpleafure for fin, 
it becomes us to take fhame to ourfelves, and to lie down it 
that fhame, owning, that to ws belongs confufion of face. If by’ 
our own fault and folly we expofe ourfelves to the reproach. 
and contempt of men, the juft cenfures of the church, or the- 
rebukes of the divine providence, we mutt confefs that our: Fa-* 
ther ju(tly {pits in our face, and be afhamed. 
Fifthly, 'Vhe hindrance that this gave to the peoples progrefs,” 
ver. 15. The people journeyed not till Miriam was brought in: 
again. God did not remove the cloud, and therefore they: 
did not remove their camp. This was intended, (1.) As a= 
rebuke to the people, who were confcious to themfelves of ha-: 
ving finned after the fimilitude of Miriam’s. tranfgreflion, in 
Speaking againft Mofes ; Thus-far therefore they fhall fhare in: 
her punifhment, that it fhall retard their march forwards to-.. 
wards Canaan. Many things oppo/e us, but nothing hinders us: 
in the way to heaven, fo as fin doth. (2.) As a refpeé to 
Miriam. Ifthe camp had removed during the days of her- 
fufpenfion, her trouble and fhame had been the greater ; there-- 
fore in compaflion to her they fhall ftay till her excommunica-: 
tion be taken off, and fhe taken in again, it is likely, with the: 
ufual ceremonies of cleanfing lepers. Note, Fhofe that are. 
under cenfure and rebuke for: fin, ought to’ be treated with a _ 
great deal of tendernefs, and. not be over-loaded, no not with- 
the fhame they have deferved ; not counted as enemies, 2 Thef. 
Mii, 15, 16, but forgiven and comforted, 2.Cor, ii, 7. Sinners 
. mutt: 
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mutt be caft out with’ grief, and penitents taken in with joy: 
When Miriam was @d/olved, and re-admitted, the people went 
forward into the wilderne/s of Paran, which joined up to the 
fouth border of ‘Canaan ; and into that their next remove had 
been, if they had: not put a bar in their own way. 


Cetiok. PP 

tt is a memorable and very melancholy flory which is related in 
~ this and the following chapter, of the turning back of LIfrael 
from the borders of Canaan when they were juft ready to fet 
~ foot in it, and the fentencing of them to wander and perifh in 
the wildernefs, for their unbelief and murmuring. It is re- 
ferred to, Plal. xcv. 7, &c. and improved for warning to us 
~~ Chriftians, Heb. iii. 7, &c. In this chapter we have, I. The 
~ fending of twelve [pies before them into Canaan, ver. 1,—16. 
VW. The infirudions given to thefe /pies, ver.17,—20. III. 
Their executing of their commiffion according to their inftruc- 
tions, and their return from the fearch, ver. 21,—25. IV. 
~The report ihey brought back to the camp of Ifrael, ver. 26, 

—33- ee : 
' * ND. the Lorpv fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
/& 2Send thou men, that they may fearch 
the land of Canaan, which I give unto the chil- 
dren of Ifrael: of every tribe of their fathers 
fhall ye fend a man, every one a ruler among 
them. 3 And Mofes, by the commandment of 
the Lorp, fent them from the wildernefs of Pa- 
ran: all thofe men were heads of the children 
of Hrael. 
the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the fon of Zac- 
cur. 5 Of the tribe of Simon, Shaphat the fon 
of Hori. 6 Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the fon 
of Jephunneh. 7 Of the tribe of Ilachar, Igal 
the fon of Jofeph. 8 Of the tribe of Ephraim, 
Othea the fon of Nun. g Of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, Palti the fon of Raphu. 10 OF the tribe 
of Zebulun, Gaddiel the fon of Sodi. 11 Of the 
tribe of Jofeph, namely, of the tribe of Manaffeh, 
Gaddi the fon of Sufi. 12 Of the tribe of Dan, 
- Ammiel the fon Gemalli. +3 Of the tribe of 
-Afher, Sethur the fon of Michael. 14 Of the 
tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the fon of Vophfi. 15 
Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the fon of Machi. 16 
Thefe are the names of the men which Mofes 
fent to fpy out the land. And Mofes called 
Ofhea the fon of Nun, Jehothua. 
Mofes fent them to {py out the land of Canaan, 
and faid unto them, Get you up this way fouth- 
ward, and go up into the mountain: 18 And 
fee the land what it 7s, and the people that 
 dwelleth therein, whether they be ftrong or 
weak, few or many; 19 And what the land 
is that they dwell in, whether it be good or bad; 
and what cities they be that they dwell in, whe- 
ther in tents, or in ftrong holds; 20 And what 
the land js, whether it be fat or lean, whether 
there be wood therein, or‘not. And be ye of 


Ne OM BR BR’ S. 


greater. 


4 And thefe were their names: Of: 


17.4 And 


493 


| good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land; 


(now the time was the time of ‘the firft mpe- 
grapes. ) 


Here is, Fir, Orders given to fend fpies tovfearch out the 
land of Canaan. It is here‘faid, God direéted Mofes to fend 
them, ver.1, 2... But it appears by the repetition of the ftory 
afterwards, Deut. i. 22. that the motion came originally froin 
the people: {hey came to Mofes, and faid, We quill fend men 
before us and it was the fruit of their unbelief’ They would 
not take God’s word. that it was a good land, and that he 
would without fail put them in poffeffion of it: Phey could not 
truft the pillar of ‘cloud and fire to fhew them the way to it; 
but have a better opinion of their own politics than of God’s 
wifdom. How abfurd was it for’ them to fend to fpy out.a 
land which God himfelf had pied for them ? to ingure the 
way into it, when God himfelf had undertaken to fhew them 
the way? But thus we ruin ourfelves, by giving more. credit 


- to the reports and. reprefentations of fenfe than to divine reve- 


lation: We walk dy Agh’, not by. faith ; whereas if we will 
receive the witns/s of men, without doubt the witne/s of God 1s: 

The people making this motion to Mofes, he { per-- 
haps not aware of the unbelief at the bottom of it) confulted 
God ia the cafe, who bid him gratify the people in this mat- 
ter, and fend {pies before them: Let them walk in their own: 
counfels. 
lowed ; for the fending of thefe fpies was fo far from being the. 
caufe of the fin, that if the fpies had done their duty, and the: 
people theirs, it might have been the confirmation of their: 
faith, and of good fervice to them. 

Secondly, ‘he perfons nominated that were to be employed. 
in this fervice, ver. 3. One of each tribe, that it naight appear \ 
to. be the act of the people in general; and rulers, perfons of, 
figure in their refpective tribes, fome of the rulers of thoufands 
or hundreds, to put the greater credit upon their embafly :; 
This was defigned for the beft, but it proved to have this ill. 
effect, that the quality of the perfons occafioned. the evil re-- 
port they brought up to be the more credited, and the people 
to be more influenced by it. Some think they are all named: 
for the fake of two good ones that were among them, Caleb 
and Jothua. Notice is taken of the change of Jofhna’s name, 
upon this occafion, ver. 16. He was Mofes minifter, but had: 
been employed as general of the forces that were fent out a- 
gainft Amalek,- though of the tribe of Ephraim. The name 
by which he was generally called and known in his own tribe,. 


~ was Ofhea ; But Mofes called him Jofhua, in token of his af- 


fection to him, and power over him; and now it fhould feem . 
he ordered others.to call him fo, and fixed that to be. his 
name from henceforward. O/bea fignifies a prayer for falva- 
tion, fave thou ; Fofbua figmifies a promife of falvation, he will 
Jave, in anfwer to that prayer ; fo near is the relation between: 
prayers-and promifes. Prayers prevail for promifes, and pro- ° 
mifes direct and encourage prayers. Gome think Mofes de- 
figned, by taking the firft fyllable of the name of Fehovah, 
and prefixing it to his name, which turned Hofhea into Je- 
hothua, to put an honour upon him, and to encourage him, 
in this, and all his future fervices, with the affurances of God’s- 


prefence. Yet after this he is called Hofhea, Deut. xxxii. 44. 


Jefus is the fame name with Jofhua; and it is the name of our 
Lord Chrift, of whom Jofhua was a type, as fucceffor to Mo- 
fes, Ifrael’s captain, and conqueror of Canaan: There was 
another of the fame name, who was alfo a type of Chrift, 
Zech. vi. 11. Jofhua was the faviour of God’s people from 
the powers of Canaan, but Chrift is their Saviour from: the 


powers of hell,- 
Thirdly; 


Yet God was no way acceflary to the fin that fole . ~ 
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Thirdly, The inftruétions given to thofe fpies. They were 
fent into the land of Canaan, the next way, to-traverfe the 
country, and to take account of its prefent ftate, ver. 17. Two 
cheads of inquiry were given them in charge, (1.) Concerning 
the land itfelf; See what it is, ver.18. And again, ver. 19. 
** See whether it be good or bad and (ver. 20.) whether it 
be fat or lean.’ All parts of the earth do not fhare alike in 
the blefling of fruitfulnefs ; fome countries are bleffed with a 
richer foil than others. 
Canaan was a very good land; but he fent thefe {pies to bring 
an account of it for the fatisfaction of the people; as John 
Baptift fent to Jefus to afk whether he was the Chrift, not to 
inform himfelf, but to inform thofe he fent. ‘They muft take 
notice whether the air was healthful or no, what the /oi/ was, 
and what the produés ; and for the better fatisfaGtion of the 
people, they muft bring with them /ome of the fruits. (2.) 
Concerning the inhabitants: Their number, few or many ; 
their fize and. ftature, whether /frong able-bodied men, or 
qveak ; their habitations, whether they lived in tents or houfes, 
whether in open villages or in walled towns ; whether the woods 
were ftanding as in thofe countries that are uncultivated, through 
the unfkilfulnefs and flothfulnefs of the inhabitants ; or whe- 
ther the woods were cut down, and the ‘country made cham- 
paign, for the convenience of tillage. Thefe were the things 
they were to inquire about- Perhaps there had not been of 
late years fuch commerce between Egypt and Canaan, as there 
was in Jacob’s time, elfe they might have informed themfelves 
of thefe things without fending men on purpofe to fearch. See 
the advantage we have by books and Jearning, which acquaint 
thofe that are curious and inquifitive with the ftate of foreign 
cpuntries, at a much greater diftance than Canaan was now 
from Ifrael, without this trouble and expence. 

Mofes difmiffeth the {pies with this charge, Be of good 
courage; intimating, not only that they fhould be themfelves 
encouraged again{t the difficulties of this expedition, but that 
they fhould bring an encouraging account to the people, and 

\ make the beft of every thing. It was not only a great under- 
taking they were put upon, which required good management 
and refolution ; but it was a great tru(t that was repofed in 
them, which required that they fhould be faithful. 


2I ¥ So they went up, and fearched the land 
from the wildernefs of Zin, unto Rehob, as men 
come to Hamath. 22 And they afcended by 
the fouth, and came unto Hebron; where A- 
himan, Shefhai, and Talmai, the children of 
Anak were; (now Hebron was built feven 
years before Zoan in Egypt.) 23 And they 
came unto the brook of Efhcol, and cut down 
from thence a branch with one clufter of grapes, 
and they bare it between two upon a ftaff; and 
they brought of the pomegranates, and of the 
figs. 24 The place was called the brook Efh- 
col, becaufe of the clufter of grapes which the 
children of Ifrael cut down from thence. 25 
And they returned from fearching of the land 
after forty days. 


We have here a fhort account of the furvey which the {pies 

* made of the promifed land. [1.] They went quite through 
at, from Zin in the fouth, to Rehob near Hamath in the 
north, ver. 21. See Numb. xxxiv. 3, 8. It is. likely they 
did not go altogether in a body, left they fhould have been 
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Mofes himfelf was well fatisfied that — 


Chap. XII. 


fufpefted, and taken up, which there would be the more dan- 
ger of, if the Canaanites knew, (and one weuld think they 
could not but know,) how near the Ifraelites were to them ; 
but they divided themfelves into feveral companies, and fo paft 
unfufpected, as way-faring men. f2.] They took particulat 
notice of Hebron, ver. 22. probably becaufe near there was 
the field of Machpelah, where the patriarchs were buried, 
Gen. xxiii. 2. whofe dead bodies did as it were keep poffeffion 
of that land for their pofterity. To this fepulchre they made 
a particular vifit, and found the adjoining city in the poffeffion 
of the fons of Anak, who are here named. In that place 
where they expected the greateft encouragements, they met 
with the greateft difcouragements. Where the bodies of their 
anceftors kept pofleflion for them, the giants kept pofleflion, a- 
gainfi them. In the original it is, they afcended by the fouth, 
and came to Hebron, #, e. Caleb, fay the Jews, in particular, 
for to his being there we find exprefs. reference, Jofh. xiv. 9, 
12. But that others of the {pies were there too, appears by 
their defcription of the Anakim, ver. 33. [3-} They brought 


| a bunch of grapes with them, and fome other of the fruits of 


the land, as a proof of the extraordinary goodnefs of the coun- 
try. Probably they furnifhed themfelves with thefe- fruits, 
when they were leaving the country and returning. The cluf- 
ter of grapes was fo large, and fo heavy, that they hung it 


| upon a bar, and carried it between two of them, ver. 23, 24+ 


The place whence they took it, was from thence called the 


| valley of the clufter ; that famous clufter, which was to Ifrael 
| both the earneft and the fpecimen of all the fruits of Canaan. 
_ Such are the prefent comforts which~we have in communion 


with God, foretattes of the fulnefs of joy we expect in the 
heavenly Canaan. We may fee by them what heaven is. . 


26 F And they went and came to Mofes and 
to Aaron, and to all the congregation of the 
children of Lfrael, unto the wildernefs of Paran, 
to Kadefh, and brought back word unto them, 
and unto all the congregation, and fhewed them 
the fruit of the land. 27 And they told him, 
and faid, We came unto the land whither thou 
fenteft us, and furely it floweth with milk and 
honey ; and this zs the fruit of it. 28 Never- 
thelefs, the people be ftrong that dwell in the 
land, and the cities are walled, and very great : 
and moreover, we faw the children of Anak 
there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in the land 
of the fouth : and the Hittites, and the Jebu- 
fites, and the Amorites dwell in the mountains: 
and the Canaanites dwell by the fea, and by the 
coaft of Jordan. 30 And Caleb ftilled the peo- 
ple before Mofes, and faid, Let us go up at 
once, and pofiefs it; for we are well able to 
overcome it. 31 But the men that went up 
with him faid, We be not able to go up again{t 
the people, for they are ftronger than we. 32 
And they brought up: an evil report of the land 
which they had fearched, unto the children of 
Ifrael, faying, The land through which we have 
gone to fearch it, zs a land that eateth up the 
inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we 
faw in it ave men of a great flature. 33 And 

there 


‘% 
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there we faw the giants, the fons of Anak, which 


come of the giants: and we were in our own fight | 


as grafhoppers, and fo we were in their fight. 


It is a wonder how the people of Ifrael had patience to ftay 
forty days for the return of their fpies, when they were juft 
ready to enter Canaan under all the affurances of fuccefs they 
could have from the divine power, and a conftaat feries of mi- 
racles that had hitherto attended them; but they diftrufted 
God's power and’ promife, and were willing to be held in fuf- 
pence by their own counfels, rather than be brought to a cer- 
tainty by God’s covenant. How much do we ftand in our 
own light by our unbelief! Well, at length the meflengers re- 
turn, but they agree not in their report. 

Firf, The major part difcourage the people from going 
forwards to Canaan; and juftlyis Ifrael left to this temptation 
for putting fo much confidence in the judgement of men, when 
‘they had the word of God to truft to. It is a righteous thing 
with God to give thofe up to flrong delufions, who will not re- 
ceive his truth in the love of it. Obferve their report, 1/f, They 
cannot deny but that the land of Canaan was a very fruitful 
land ; the bunch of grapes they brought with them was an o- 
cular demonftration of it, ver. 27. God had promifed them 
a land flowing with milk and honey, and the evil {pies themfelves 
own that it is fuch a land. Thus even ott of the mouths of 
adverfaries will God be glorified, and the truth of his promife 
attefted. And yet afterwards they contradia themfelves, when 
they fay, ver. 32: Zt is a land that eats up the inhabitants 
thereof ; as if, though it had milk, and honey, and grapes, yet 
“it wanted other neceflary provifions. Some think there was a 
great plague in the country, at the time that they furveyed it, 
which they ought to have imputed to the wifdom of the divine 
Providence, which thus leffened the numbers of their enemies, 
to facilitate their conquefts; but they invidioufly imputed it to: 
the unwholefomenefs of the air, and thence took occafion to 
difparage the country. For this unreafonable fear of a plague 
in Canaan, they juftly were cut off immediately by a plague in 
the wilderne/s, chap. xiv. 37. But, [2.] They reprefent the 
conquett of it as altogether impraéticable, and that it was to no 
purpofe to attempt it. The people are _/rong, ver. 28.; men 
of a great fiature, ver. 32.5 ftronger than we, ver. 31. The 
cities are reprefented as impregnable fortrefles ; they are wal- 
led, and very great, ver. 28. But nothing ferves their ill pur- 
pofe more than a defcription of the giants, which they lay a 
great ftrefs upon: We faw the children of Anak there, ver. 28. 
“ind again, “ We /aw the giants, thofe men of a prodigious 
fize, the fons of Anak, which come of the giants,” ver. 33. 
They fpake as if they were ready. to tremble at the mention of 
them, as they had done at the fight of them: ‘“ O thefe ter- 
rible giants, when we were near them, we were in our own 
Sight as grafboppers, not only little and weak, but trembling and 

- daunted.” Compare Job’xxxix. 20. Cun? thou make him 
afraid as a grafoopper ? Nay, and we were in their fight ; 
- they looked upon us with as much: fcorn and difdain, as we 
did upon them with fear and trembling.” So that upon the 
whole matter, they give it in as their judgement, We be zot 
able to go up azainft them, ver. 31. and therefore muft think of 
taking fome other courfe, . 

- Now if they had been to judge only by human probabilities, 
they could not have been excufed from the imputation of 
cowardice. Were not the hofts of Ifrael very numerous? Six 
hundred thoufand effe€tive men, well marfhalled and modelled, 
clofely embodied, andventirely united in intereft and affection, 
was as formidable an army as- perhaps was ever brought into 
- the field: Many a lefs has done more perhaps than the con- 


quering of Canaan was ; witnefs Alexander’s army. Modes, 
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‘the people fo, if: they would have hearkened to him. 
. fhua had begun to ftem the tide,:.he would have been fufpeds 
“ed of: partiality to Mofes,.whofe minifter he was ; and there- 
‘fore he prudently left it.to-Caleb’s: management at-firft, who 
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their commander in chief, was wife and brave ; and if the peo- 
ple had ‘put on refolation, and behaved themfelves valiantly, 
what could have ftood before them? It is true the Canaanites 
were {trong, but they were difperfed, ver. 29. Some dwell in 
the fouth, and others in the mountains ; fo that by reafon of 
their diftance they could not foon get together, and by reafon 
of their divided interefts they could not long keep together, to 
oppofe Ifrael, The country being plentiful, would fubfift an 
army ; and though the cities were walled, if they could beat 
them in the field, the {trong holds would fall of courfe into 
their hands. “And, /g@ly, as for the giants, their overgrown 
{tature would but make them the better mark ; and the bulkieft 
men have not always the be(t mettle. 
But though they deferve to be pofted for cowards, that was 
not the worft; the tied Gel brands them for unbelievers. It 
was not any human probabilities they were required to depend 
upon ; but, 1. They had the manifeft and fenfible tokens of 
God’s prefence with them, and the engagement of his power 
for them. The Canaaniteswere ftronger than Ifrael; fuppofe 
they were, but were they ftronger than the God of Ifrael? 
We are not able to deal with them, but is not God Almighty 
able ? Have we not him in the mid{t of us? Doth not he go 
before us? And is any thing too hard for him? Were we as 
grafhoppers before the giants, and are not they lefs than graf- 
hoppers before God? ‘Their cities are walled againft us, but 
can they be walled again{ft heaven? Befides this, 2. They had 
very great experience of the length and ftrength of God’s arm 
lifted up, and made bare on their behalf. Were not the Egyp- 
tians as much ftronger than they as the Canaanites were? and 
yet without a fword drawn by Ifrael, or a ftroke ftruck, the 
chariots and horfemen of Egypt were quite routed and ruined: 
The Amalekites took them at great difadvantages, and yet 
they were difcomfited. Miracles were at this time. their daily 
bread ; were there nothing elfe, an army fo well vidtualled as 
theirs was, fo conftantly, fo plentifully, and all on free-coft, 
would have a mighty advantage againft any other force. Nay, 
3. They had had particular promifes made them of victory 
and fuccefs in their wars againft the Canaanites. God had 
gives Abraham all poffible affurances that he would put his 
eed into poffefion of that land, Gen. xv. 18.—xvii. 8. He 
had exprefsly promifed them by Mofes, that he would drive 
out the Ganaanites from. before them, Exod. xxxili. 2.; and 
that he would do it dy little and little, Exod. xxiii..30. And 
after all this, for them to fay, We be not able to §0 up againft 
them, was in effet to fay, God himfelf is not able to make i 
words good. It was in effect to give him the lie, and to tell - 
him he had undertaken more than he could perform. We 
have a fhort account of their fin,. with which they infeed the 
whole congregation, Pfal. cvi. 24. “ They de/pifed the land, 
they believed not his word.’ "Though upon fearch they found 
it.as good as he had faid, a land flowing with milk and honey 3 
yet they would not believe it as fure as he had faid, but de- 
{paired of having it, though eternal Truth itfelf had engaged it 
to them. And now this is the reprefentation of the evil fpies. 
Secondly, Caleb encouraged them to go forward, though he 
was feconded by: Jofhua only, ver. 30. Caleb filled the peo- 
ple, whom he faw already put into a ferment, even before Mo- 
Jes himfelf, whofe fhining face could not daunt them when they 
began to grow unealy..” Caleb fignifies, all heart; and he an- 
fwered his name ;.was hearty himfelf; and would have made 
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was of the tribe-of Judah, the leading tribe, and therefore fit. 
tet to be heard? Caleb had feen and’ obferved the frength 
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of the inhabitants as much as his fellows, and upon the whole 
matter, (1.) He {peaks very confidently of fuccefs: We are 
well able to overcome them, as ftrong as they are. (2.) He 
animates the people to go on: and his lot lying in the van, he 
{peaks as one refolved to lead them on with bravery: “ Lee 
us go up at once; onebold {tep, one bold {troke more will do 
our -bufinefs ; it is all ourown, if we have but courage to make 
it fo: Let us go up and pofe/s it.” He doth not fay, “ Let 
us go up.and conquer it,” he looks upon that to be as good 
as done already ; but ‘ Let us go up and poff/s it ;” there is 
nothing to be done but to enter and take the pofleflion which 
God our great Lord is ready to give us. Note, The righte- 
ous is bold asa lion. Difficulties that lie in the way of fal- 
vation dwind!e and vanifh before a lively active faith in the 
power and promife of God. All things are poffible, if they 
be but promifed, to him that believes. 


Cri Pe: SXIV. 
This chapter gives us an account of that fatal quarrel be- 
| tween God and Ifrael; upon which, for their murmuring 
and unbelief, he fware in his wrath that they fhould not 
enter into his ret. Here cs, 1. The mutiny and rebellicn 
of Ifrael againfi God, upon the report of the evel /pies, ver. 
1,—4. Il. The fruitle/s endeavour of Mofes and Aaron, 
Caleb and Fofhua, to fill the tumult, ver. §,—10. III. 
Their utter ruin jufily threatened by an offended God, ver. 
az, 12 IV. The humble interceffion of Mofes for them, 
ver. 13,—19. V. A mitigation of the fentence in anfwer 
to the prayer of Mofes, they foall not all be cut off, but the 
decree goes forth with an oath, publifbed to the people, a- 
gain and again repeated, that this whole generation fhould 
peri/b in the wildernefe, and none of them enter Canaan, 
but Caleb and Fofbua cnly, ver. 20,—35. VI. The pre- 
fent death of all the evil /pies, ver. 36,—39. VII. The 
rebuke given unto them who attempted to go forward not- 
withfanding, ver. 40,—45. And this is written for our 
admonition, that we fall not after the fame example of un- 
- belief. 


“A ND all the congregaton lifted up their 

voice, and cried; and the people wept 
that night. 2 And all the children of Hrael 
murmured againft Mofes, and againft Aaron: 
and the whole congregation faid unto them, 
Would God that we had died in the land of 
Egypt, or would God we had died in this wil- 
dernefs. 3 And wherefore hath the Lorp 
brought us unto this land, to fall by the fword, 
that our wives. and our children fhould be a 
prey? were it not better for us ‘to return into 
Egypt? 4 And they faid -one to another, Let 
us make a captain, and let us return into E- 


Sypt. 


Here we fee what mifchief the evil {pies made by their. un- 
fair reprefentation. We may fuppofe thefe twelve that were 
impannelled to inquire concerning Canaan, had talked it over 
among themfelves before they brought in their report in public ; 
and Caleb and Jofhua, it is likely, had done their utmoft to bring 
the reft over to be of their mind ; and if they would but have 
agreed to that, Caleb, according to his poft, fhould have fpoke 
for them all, as their foreman, all had been well; but the evil 
fpies, it fhould feem, were fully defigned. to raife this mutiny, 
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purely in oppofition to Mofes and Aaron, though they could » 
not propofe any advantage to themfelves by it, unlefs they, ho- 


_ ped to be captains and commanders of the retreat into Egypt, 


they were now meditating. But what came of it? Here in 
thefe verfes we find thole whom they ftudied to humour put 
into vexation, and before the end of the chapter brought into 
rin. : 
Obferve, Firf, How the people fretted themfelves ; They 
lifted up their voice, and cried, ver. 1. Giving credit to the 
report of the fpies, rather than to the word of God, and ima- 
gining their condition defperate, they laid the reins on the neck — 
of their paflions, and could keep no manner of temper; like 
foolith froward children, they fall a-crying, yet know not what 
they cried for. It had been time enough to cry out if the e- 
remies had beaten up their quarters, and they had feen the fons 
of Anak at the gate of their camp; but they that cried when 
nothing hurt them, deferved to have fomething given them to 
cry for. And as if ail had been already gone, they fat them down 
and wept out that night. Note, Unbelief and diftruft of God 
is a fin that is its own punifhment. Thofe that do not truft 
God, are continually vexing themfelves. The world’s mour- 
ners are more than God’s, and the forrow of the world work- 
eth death. . ie. 
How they flew in the face of their governors; murmured a- 
gainft Mofes and Aaron, and in them reproached the Lord, 
ver. 2, 3. The congregation of elders began the difcontent, 
ver. 1.: But the contagion foon fpread through the whole 
camp; for the children of Ifrael murmured. Jealoufies and 
difcontents fpread like wild-fire among the unthinking multi- 
tude, who are eafily taught to defpife dominions, and to [peak evil 
of dignities.  [1.] They look back with a caufelefs quarrel : 
They wifh they had died in Egypt with the firft-born that were: 
flan there; or in the wi/derne/s, with thofe that lately died 
of the plague for lufting. See the prodigious madnefs of un- 


-bridled paflions, which makes men prodigal even of that which 


nature accounts moft dear, life itfelf. Never were fo many 
months fpent fo pleafantly, as thefe which they had fpent fince 
they came out of Egypt, loaded with honours, compaffed with 
favours, and continually entertained with fomething or other 
that was farprifing; and yet, as if all thefe things had not made it 
worth their while to live, they wifh they had died in Egypt. 
And fuch a light opinion had they of God’s tremendous judge- 
ments executed on their neighbours for their fin, that they with 
they had fhared with them in their plagues, rather than run 
the hazard of making a defcent upon Canaan. - They wifh ra- 
ther to die criminals under God's juftice, than live conquerors 
in his favour. _ Some read it, O that we had died in Evypt, 
or in the wilderne/s! O that we might die! They with to die 
for fear of dying; and have not fenfe enough to reafon as the 
poor lepers, when rather than die upon the {pot, they ventured 
Into an enemy’s camp. Jf they hill us, we fhall but die, 2 
Kings vii. 4.. How bafe were the fpirits of thefe degenerate 
Ifraclites !. who rather than die (if it come to the wortt) like 
foldiers in the bed of honour, with their fwords in their hands, 
defire to die like rotten fheep in the wildernefs. (2.) i hey 
look forward with a groandlefs defpair; taking it for granted, 
ver. 3. that if they went on, they mult fall by the fword ; and 
pretend to lay the caufe of their fear upon the great care they 
had for their wives and children, who they conclude qwi/) be a 
prey to the Canaanites.  And*here is. a moft wicked blafphe- 
mous reflection upon God himfelf, as if be had brought them 
hither on purpofe, that they might fall by the fword, and that 
their wives and children, thofe poor innocents. thould be a preys 
Thus they do in eficét charge that God, who is Jove itfelf, 
with the worft of mahce, and eternal Truth with the bafett 


‘hypocrify : fuggefting, that all the kind things he had faid to 


them, 


Chap. XIV. 
them, and done for them hitherto, were intended only to de- 
coy them into a fnare, and to cover a fecret defign carried on 


all along to ruin them. Daring impudence ! 


The devil keeps up his intereft in the hearts of men, by infi- 


nuating to them ill thoughts of God, as if he defired the death | 
of finners, and delighted in the hardfhips and fufferings of his - 


_own fervants, whereas he knows his thoughts to us-ward, (whe- 
ther we know them fo or no,) to be thoughts of good and not 
of evil, Jer. XXix. II. 


Thirdly, How they came at laft to this defperate refolve, © 


That inftead of going forward to Canaan, they would go back 
again to Egypt. The motion is firft made by way of query 
only, ver. 3. Were it not better for us to return into Egypt ? 
But the ferment being high, and the fpirits of the people being 
difpofed to entertain any thing that was perverfe, it foon ripen- 
ed to a refolution without a debate, ver. 4. Let us make a cap- 
iain, and return into Egypt: And it is lamented long after, 
(Neh. ix. 17.) That in their rebellion they did appoint a captain 
to return to their bondage ; for they knew Mofes would not be 
their captain in this retreat. 
Now, (1.) It was the greateft folly in the world to with 
themfelves in Egypt, or to think if they were'there it would 
be better with them than it was. If they durft not go forward 
to Canaan, yet better be as they were than go back to Egypt. 
What did they want? What had they to complain of! They 
had plenty, and peace, and reft; were under a good govern- 
ment, had good company, had the tokens of God’s prefence 
with them, and enough to make them eafy even in the wilder- 
nefs, if they had but hearts to be content. But whither were 
they thus fond to go to mend themfelves? T’o Egypt! Had they 
fo foon forgot the fore bondage they were in there? Would 
they be again under the tyranny of their tafk-mafters, and at 
the drudgery of making brick? And after all'the plagues which 
Egypt had fuffered for their fakes, could they expect any better 
treatment there than they had formerly, and not rather much 
worfe? In how little time (not a year and a half) have they 
forgot all the fighs of their bondage, and all the fongs of their 
deliverance! Like brute beafts, they mind only that which is 
prefent, and their memories, with the other powers of reafon, 
are facrificed to their paffions. See Pfal. cvi. 7. We find it 
threatened, Deut. xxviii. 68. as the compleating of their mi- 
fery, that they fhould be brought into Egypt again, and yet that 
is it they here wifh for. Sinners are enmies to themfelves ; 
and thofe that walk not in God’s counfels, confult their own 
mifchief and ruin. (2+) It was a moft fenfelefs ridiculous 
thing to talk of returning thither through the wildernefs. Could 
. they expect that God’s cloud would lead them, or his manna 
attend’ them? And if they did not, the thoufands of Ifrael 
muft unavoidably be loft, and perifh in the wildernefs. Sup- 
_pofe the difficulties of conquering Canaan were as great as they 
imagined, thofe of returning to Egypt were much greater. In 
this let us fee, 1. The folly of difcontent and impatience, un- 
der the croffes of our outward condition. We are uneafy at 
that which is, complain of our place and lot, and we would 
foift: But is there any place or condition in ‘this world, that 
has not fomething in it to make us uneafy, if we are difpofed to 
be fo? The way to etter our condition, is to get our fpirits 
_ into a better frame ; and inftead of afking, “* Were it not better 
_fo go to Egypt,” afk, “ Were it not better to be content, and 
make the beft of that which is?” 2.'The folly of apoftafy from 
the ways of God. Heaven is the Canaan fet before us, a land 
flowing with milk and honey: Thofe that bring up ever fo ill 
a report of it, cannot but fay that it is indeed a good land; 
only it is hard to get to it. Striét and ferious godlinefs is look- 


ed upon as an impradicable thing; and this deters many who 1 
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But what will - 
not that tongue {peak again/? heaven, that is fet on fire of hell! - 
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begun well from going on: Rather than undergo the imaginary 
hardfhips of a religious life, they run themfelves upon the cer- 
tain fatal confequences of a finful.courfe; and fo they tranfcribe 
the folly of Ifrael, who when they were within a ftep of Ca- 
naan, would make a captain, and return to Egypt. 


5 Then Mofes and Aaron fell on their faces 
before all the aflembly of the congregation of 
the children of Ifrael. 6 4 And Jofhua the fon 
of Nun, and Caleb the fon of Jephunneh, which 
were of them that fearched the land, rent their 
clothes. 7 And they fpake unto all the com- 
pany of the children of Ifrael, faying, The land 
which we paffed through to fearch it, is an ex- 
ceeding good land. 8 If the Lorn delight in 
us, then he will bring us into this land, and give 
it us; a land which floweth with milk and ho- 
ney. g Only rebel not ye againft the Lorn, 
neither fear ye the people of the land; for they 
are bread for us ; their defence is departed from 
them, and the Lorn zs with us: fear them not. 
1o But all the congregation bade {tone them 
with ftones: and the glory of the Lorp appear- 
ed in the tabernacle of the congregation, before 
all the children of Ifrael. 


__ The friends of Ifrael here interpofe, to fave them, if pofli- 
ble, from ruining themfelyes, but in vain. The phyficians of 
their ftate would have healed them, but they would not be heal- 
ed; their watchmen gave them warning, but they would not 
take the warning ; and fo their blood is upon their own heads. 

Firft, The beft endeavours were ufed to ftill the tumult 3 
and if now at laft they would have underftood the things that 
belonged to their peace, all the following mifchief had been 
prevented. 

1. Mofes and Aaron did their part, ver. 5. Though it was 
againft them that they murmured, ver. 2. yet they bravely 
overlooked the affront and injury done them, and approve them- 
felves faithful friends to thofe who were outrageous enemies to 
them. The clamour and noife of the people was fo great, that 
Mofes and Aaron could not be heard: Should they order any 
of their fervants to proclaim filence, the angry multitude would 
perhaps be the more clamorous; and therefore, to gain audience 
in the fight of all the affembly, they fe/l on their faces, thus ex- 
prefling, (1.) Their humble prayers to God to /fe// the noife of 
this fea, the noz/e of its waves, even the tumult of the people. 
(2.) The great trouble and concern of their own fpirits: They 
fell down as men ajffonied, and even thunderftruck, amazed to 
fee a people throw away their own mercies.; to fee thofe fo 
ill-humoured, who were fo well taught. And, (3.) Their great 
earneftnefs with the people to ceafe their murmurings : They 
hoped to work upon them by this humble pofture, and to pre- 
vail with them not to perfift in their rebellion ; JZo/es and Aa- 
ron befeech them, as_though by them God himfelf did defeech | 
them, to be reconciled unto God. . What they faid to them, Mo- 
fes relates in the repetition of this ftory, Deut. i: 29, 30. Be 
not afraid, the Lord your .God fhall fight for yous Note, Thofe 
that are zealous friends to precious fouls, will {toop toany thing 
for their falvation. Mofes and Aaron, notwithitanding the 


pofts of honour they are in, proftrate themfelves to the people 


to beg of them not to ruin themfelves, 
.2. Caleb and Jofhua did their part, rent thar clothes in a 
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holy indignation at the fin’ of the people; anda holy dread of | 
the wrath of God, which they faw ready to break out againtt | 
them: It was the greater trouble to thioke good men, becaufe 
the tumult was occafioned by thofe fpies with whom they had 
been joined in commiflion ; and therefore they thought them- | 
felves obliged to do what they could to {till the ftorm, which — 
‘their fellows had raifed. No reafoning could be more perti- | 
nent and pathetical than theirs here, ver. 7, 8, 9.3 and they | 
fpake as with authority. [1.] They affured them of the good- 
nefs of the land they had furveyed; and that it was really 
worth venturing for, and not a land that eat up the inhabitants, 
as the evil {pies had reprefented it. It isan exceeding good land, | 
ver. 7.3 it is vers, very good; fo the word is: So that they | 
chad no reafon todefpife this pleafant land. Note, If men were 
but thoroughly convinced of the defirablenefs .of the gains of 
religion, they would not ftick at the fervices of it. [2.] They 
made nothing of the difficulties that feemed to lie in the way 
of their gaining the poffeflion of it. Fear not the people of the 
dand, ver. 9. Whatever formidable ideas have been given you | 
of them, the lion is not fo fierce as he is painted: They are | 
bread for us; i. e. they are fet before us rather to be fed up- | 
on, than to be fought with ; fo eafily, fo pleafantly, and with | 
fo much advantage to ourfelves fhall we-mafter them. Pharaoh 
is faid to have been given them for meat, Pfal. Ixxiv. 14. and | 
the Canaanites will be fo too. They fhew, that:whatever was | 
fuggefted to the contrary, the advantage was clear on Ifrael’s | 
fide. For, (1.) Though the Canaanites dwell in walled cities, 
they are naked, their defence was departed from them; that 
common Providence which preferves the rights of nations, has | 
abandoned them, and will be no fhelter or prote&ion to them. 
The other fpies took notice of their ftrength, but thefe of their. 
~wickednefs, and from ‘thence inferred that God had forfaken 
them, and therefore their defence was departed. No people can 
‘be fafe, when they have provoked God to leave them. (2.) 
Though Ifrael dwell in tents, they are fortified ; the Lord is 
with us, and his name is a flrong tower ; fear them not. Note, 
Whilewe have the prefence of God with us, we need not fear 
the moft powerful force againft us. (3.).They fhewed them 
plainly, that all the danger they were in was from their own 
difcontents ; and that they would deal well enough with all 
their enemies, if they did not make God their enemy. ‘On | 
this point alone the caufe would turn, ver. 8. /f the Lord de- 
fight in us, as certainly he doth and will, if we do not provoke 
‘him, 4e will bring us into this good land ; we fhall without fail - 
wget it in poflefion by his favour, and the light of his counte- 
mance, (Pfal. xliv. 3.) if we do not forfeit his favour, and by 
sour own follies turn away our own mercies. It is come to this 
iffue, ver. g. Only rebel not ye againft the Lord. Note, Nothing 
can ruin finners, but their own rebellion. If'God leave them, 
it is becaufe they drive him from them; and they die becaufe 
they will die. None are excluded the heavenly Canaan, but | 
thofe that exclude themfelves. And now, could the cafe have - 
teen made more plain, could it have been urged more clofe? | 
But what was the effead? 
Secondly, It was all to no purpofe; they were deaf to this | 
fair reafoning ; nay, they were exafperated by it, and grew more | 
outrageous, ver. 10: ll the congregation bade flone them with 
~Ffones. ‘The rulers of the congregation, and the great men, (fo , 
“Bifhop Patrick, ordered the common people to fall upon-them, . 
and knock their brains out. ‘Their cafe was fad indeed; when 
‘their Jeaders thus caufed them to err. 


—a 


thofe who give them good counfel. They who hate.to be re- | 
formed, hate thofé that would reform them, and count them | 
their enemies becaufe they tell them the truth, Thus early did | 


HMfrael begin to mifufe rhe prophets, and flone thofe that were fent ' 
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| the third and fourth generation. 
Note, It is common for } 


thofe whofe hearts are fully fet in them to.do evil, to rage at || cording unto:the greatnefs of thy mercy, and as. 


- thow haft forgiven this people, from Egypt, even. 
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to them; and this was it that filled the meafere of their fin, 
Mat. xxiii. 34. Stone them with flones! Why, what evil have 
they done? No crime can be laid to their charge; ‘but the truth 
is, thofe two witneffes tormented them that were obftinate in 
their infidelity, Rev. xi. 10. : 

Caleb and Jofhua had but jult faid, ‘The Lord is with us, 
fear them not, ver.9.3 and if Urael will not apply thofe encou- 
‘raging words to their own fears, they that faid them, know how 
to encourage themfelves with them againft this enraged mul- 
titude that /pake of floning them 3 as David ima like cafe, 1 Sam. 
xxx.'6. Thofe that cannot prevail to edify others with their 
counfels and comforts, fhould endeavour at leaft to edify them- 
felves. Caleb and Jofhua knew they appeared for God and 
his glory, and therefore doubted not but God would appear for 
them and their fafety. And they were not difappointed ; for im- 
‘mediately the glory of the Lord appeared, to the terror and con- 
fufion of thofe that were ‘for ftoning the fervants of God. 
When they reflefted upon God, ver. 3. his glory appeared not 
to filence their blafphemies ; but when they threatened Caleb 
and Jofhua, they touched the apple of his eye, and his glory ap- 
peared immediately. Note, Thofe-who faithfully expofe them- 
felves for God, are fure to be taken under his fpecial protec- 
tion, and fhall be did from the rage of men, either under hea- 
ven, or ia heaven. 


11-4 And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, How 
long will this people provoke me? and how long 
will it be ere they believe me, for all the figns 
which I have fhewed among them? 121 will 
{mite them with the peftilence, and difinherit 
them, and will make of thee a greater .nation, 
and mightier than they. 13° And Mofes faid 
unto the Lorp, Then the Egyptians fhali hear 
it (for thou broughteft up this people in thy 
might from among them): 14 And they will 
tell zt to the inhabitants of this land: for they 
have heard that thou, Lorp, art among this 
people, that thou, Lorp, art feen face to face, 
and that thy cloud ftandeth over them, and 
that thou goeft before them, by day-time in a 
pillar of a cloud, and im a pillar of fire by night.. 
15 Now #f thou fhalt kill a// this people as one 
man; then the nations which have heard the 
fame of thee will {peak, faying, 16 Becaufe the — 
Loxp was not able to bring this people into the. 
land which he fware unto them, therefore he 
hath flain them in the wildernefs. 17 And 
now, I befeech thee, let the power of my Lord’ 
be great, according as thou haft fpoken, faying, 
18 The Lorp zs long-fuffering, and of great 


| mercy, forgiving iniquity and tranfgreffion, and. 


by no means clearing the guilty, vifiting the. 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children, unto. 
19 Pardon, 
I befeech thee, the iniquity of this people, ac- 


until now. be salad 
Here is, Firf, The righteous fentence which God pec? 
gainft 
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gainft Ifrael for their murmuring and unbelief; which, though 
afterwards mitigated, fhews.what- was the defert of their fin, 
and the demand of injured juftice ; and what would have been 
done, if Mofes had not interpofed, When the glory of the 
Lord appeared in the tabernacte we may fuppofe Mofes took it for 
a call to him. immediately to come and attend there, as. before 
the tabernacle was erected, he went up to the mount in a. like 
cafe, Exod. xxxii. 30. Thus, while the people were ftudy- 
ing to difgrace him, God publicly puts honour upon him, as 
the man of his counfel, Now here we are told, what God 
faid to him there. 

[1.] He thewed him the great evil of the peoples. fin, 
ver. }1. What paffled between God and Ifrael went tHrough 
the hands of Mofes: When they were difpleafed with God, 
they told Mofes of it, ver. 2.; when God was difpleafed 
with them, he told Mofes too, revealing his fecret to his fer- 
vant the prophet, Amos iii. 7. ‘T'wo things God juftly com- 
plains of to Mofes. 
as the word fignifies, they rejed?, reproach, defpife me ; for they 
will not believe me. That was the bitter root which bore the gall 
and wormwood. It was their unbelief, that made this a day 
of provocation in the wildernefs, Hvb. iii. 8. Note, Diftruft 
of God,, and his power and promife, is itfelf a very great. pro- 
vocation, and at the bottom of many other provocations. Un- 
belief is a great fin, 1 John v. 10. ; and a root fin, Heb. iii. 
12. (2.) Their contipuance in it: How Jong will they do 
fo? Note, The God of heaven keeps an account how long 
finners perfift in their provocations, and the longer it is, the 
more he is difpleafed. ‘Fhe aggravations of their fin were, 
r. Their relation to God. This people ; a peculiar people ; 
a profefling people. The nearer any are to God in name and 
profeflion, the more is he provoked by their fins, efpecially 
~ their unbelief. 2. The experience they had had of God’s 

power and goodnefs, in all the figns which he had fhewed a- 
mong them, by which one would think he had effectually obli- 
ged them to truft him and. follow him. The more God has 
done for us, the greater is the provocation, if we diftruft him. 
[2.] He fhewed him the fentence which, juftice paffed up- 
on them for it, ver- 12. What remains now, but that I fhould 
make a fall end of them? It will be foon done: J will fmite 
them with the pefiilence: not leave a man of them alive, but 
_ wholly blot out their name and race, and fo difinherit them, 
and be no more troubled with them. 4h, F will eafe me of 
mine adverfaries | they wifh to.die; and let them die, and 
neither root nor branch be left of them. Such rebellious chil- 
_ dren deferve to be difinherited. And if it be afked, What will 
become of God’s covenant with Abraham then ? here isan an- 
{wer, It fhall be preferved in the family of Mofes: J will make 
of thee a greater nation. Thus, { 1.) God would try Mofes, whe- 
ther he {till continued the fame affection for Ifrael, he had. for- 
merly exprefled upon a like occafion, in preferring their in- 
terefts before the advancement of his own family ; and it proved 
Mofes was {till of the fame public fpirit, and could not bear the 
‘thought of raifing his own name upon the ruin of the name of 
Ifrael. (2.) God would teach us, that he will not. be a 
lofer by the ruin of finners. _ If Adam and Eve lad been cut 
off and difinherited, he could have made another Adam and. 
another Eve; and have glorified his mercy in them ; as here’ 
in Mofes, though Ifrael were ruined. 

Secondly, ‘The humble interceflion Mofes. made for them. 
Their fin had made a fatal breach in the wall of their defence,, 
at which deftruction had certainly entered, if Mofes.had not 
feafonably {tept in, and made it gaod. Here he was a type 
of Chrift, who interceded for ‘his profecutors, and. prayed. for 
them that defpitefully ufed him, leaving us an example to: his 
own tule, Mat. v. g4e. 
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(1.) Their fin: They provoke me; ory 


[1.]. The prayer of his petition is, in one word, Pardon, 


| £ befeech thee, the iniquity of this people, ver. 19.3 1. e. do not 
| bring upon them the ruin they deferve. 


This was Chrift’s 
prayer for thofe that crucified him, Father, forgive them. The 
pardon of a national fin, as fuch, confilts in the turning away 

of national punifhment ;. and that it. is it for which Mofes is 

here fo earneft.. y . 
[2.] The pleas are many; and ftrongly urged. 

1. He infifts moft upon the plea that is taken from the glo- 

ry of God, ver. 13, 14,15, 16.; with this he begins, and 

fomewhat abruptly, taking occafion from: that. dreadful word, 

L will difinberit them; Lord, (faith he,) then the igyptians 

Jeall hear it. _God’s honour lay nearer his heart, than any ine 
tereft of his own. Qbferve;. how he orders this caufe before 

God. He pleads, 1/, That the eyes both of Egypt and Ca- 

naan were upon them, and great expectations were raifedi con- 

cerning them.. They could not but have heard, that thou, Lord, 

art among this people. ‘The neighbouring countries rung of it, 

how much: this people were the particular care of heaven, fo 

as never any people under the fun were. 2dly, That if they 

fhould be cut off, great notice would be taken of it. The £- 

Syptians will hear it, ver. 13. 3 for they have their {pies among 
us, and they will: ée// it to the inhabitants of this land, ver. 14.5 
for there was great correfpondence between Egypt and Canaan, 
though not by the way of this wildernefs. If this. people that has 
made fo great a noife be all confumed, and: their mighty pretea- 
fions come. to nothing, but go out in a fauff, it will be told 
with pleafure in Gath, and publifhed in the ftreets of Athke- 

Jon ;. and’ what conftruétion: will they put upon.it? It wall be 


impoffible to make them underftand it as an: act of God’s juf- | . 


tice, and fo redounding to, God’s honour, d7utifh men know not 
this, Pfal. xcii. 6.: But they will impute it to the failing of 
God’s power, and fo turn it to his: reproach, ver. 16. They 
will fay, He flew them in the wildernefs, becaufe he was not 
able to bring them to Canaan, his.arm being fhortened, and 
his ftock of miracles being fpent.. “ Now, Lord, let not one 
attribute be glorified at the expence of another ; rather let mer- 
cy rejoice againft judgement, than that almighty power fhould be 
impeached.” Note, The beft pleas in prayer are thofe that 
are taken from God’s honour; for they agree with the firft 
petition of the Lord’s prayer. Hallowed te thy name. Do 
not difgrace the throne of thy glory. God pleads it with him- 
felf, Deut. xxxii. 27. J feared the wrath of the enemy ; and. 
we fhould ufe it as an argument with ourfelves, to walk fo in eve- 
ry thing as. to give no occafion to the enemies of the Lord to blaf- 
pheme, 1 Tim. vi. 1. 

2. He pleads God’s proclamation of his name at Horeb ; 
ver. 17, 18. Let the power of my Lord be great. Power is 
here put for pardoning mercy: it is his power over his own 
anger. If he fhould deftroy them, God’s power would be 
queftioned:; if he fhould continue and complete their falyation, 
notwithftanding the. difficulties that arofe not only from the 
ftrength of their enemies, but from their own provocations, 
this would greatly magnify the divine power; what cannot-he 
do who could make fo weak a people conquerors, and fich an 
unworthy people favourites ? The more danger there is of others 
reproaching God’s power, the more defirous, we fhould be to 
fee it glorified. ‘To enforce this petition, he refers himfelf-to 
the word which God had fpoken: The Lord is long-fuffering, 
and of great mercy. God’s goodnefs had there been fpoken 
of as his glory; God had gloried init, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 
Now here he prays, that upon this occafion he would glorify 
it. Note, We muft take our encouragement in. prayer from 
the word. of God, upon which he hath caufed us, to hope, 
Pfaln cxix. 49. Lord, be and do according as thou haft 
fpoken; for haft thou fpoken, and will chou not make it good ? 
F g3R2 Three 
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. Three things God had folemnly. made a declaration of, 
which Mofes here faftens upon, and improves for the enforcing 
of his petition. (1.) The goodnefs of God’s nature in gene- 
ral ; that he is /ong-/uffering, or flow to anger; and of great 
mercy, not foon provoked, but tender. and compaffionate to- 
wards offenders. ¢ (2.) His readinefs in particular to pardon 
fin; forgiving iniquity and tranfgreffion, fins of all forts. (3.) 
Tis lothnefs to proceed to extremity, even then when he doth 
punifh. For in this fenfe the following words may be read, 
That will by no means make quite defolate, in vifiting the ini- 
quity of the fathers upon the children. God had indeed faid 
in the fecond commandment, that he would thus vifit ; but 
here he promifes not to make a full end of families, nations, 
and churches, at once: And fo it was very applicable to this 
occafion; for Mofes cannot beg that God would not at all punifh 
this fin, it would be too great an encouragement to rebellion, 


if he fhould {et no mark of his difpleafure upon it ; but that he - 


would not £7/l all this people as one man, ver. 15. He doth 
not afk that they may not be.correéted, but that they may not 
be difinherited. And this proclamation of God’s name was 
the more appofite to his purpofe, becaufe it was made upon 
occafion of the pardoning of their fin in making the golden 
calf. This fin they were now fallen into. was bad enough, but 
it was not idolatry. 

3: He pleads paft experience, ver. 10. 4s thou haft for- 
given this people from Egypt. ‘This feemed to make againft 
him: Why fhould they be forgiven any more, who, after they: 
had-been fo often forgiven, revolted yet more and more, and 
feemed hardened and encouraged in their rebellion, by the le- 
nity and patience of their God, and the frequent pardons they 
had obtained? and among men it would have been thought 
impoliticly taken notice of in a requeft of this nature, and im- 
proveable againft the petitioner: But as in other things, fo in 
pardoning fin, God’s thoughts and ways are infinitely above ours, 
Ifa, lv. 9. Mofes looks upon it as a good plea ; Lord, forgive 
as thou haft forgiven. It will beno more a reproach to thy juftice, 
nor no lefs the praife of thy mercy, to forgive now than it has 
been formerly. 
Jumed, decaufe they have to do with a Ged that changeth not, 
Mal. iii. 6. seh 
_ 20 And the Lorn faid, I have pardoned ac- 
cording to thy word: 21 But as truly as I live, 
all the earth fhall be filled with the glory of the 
Lorp. 22 Becaufe all thofe men which have 
feen my glory, and my miracles which J did in 
Egypt and in the wildernefs, and have tempted 
me now thefe ten times, and have not hearken- 
ed to my voice; 23 Surely they {hall not fee the 
jand which fware unto their fathers, neither fhall 
any of them that provoked me, fee it: 24 But 
my fervant Caleb, becaufe he had another fpi- 
rit with him, and hath followed me fully ; him 
will I bring unto the land whereinto he went; 
and his feed fhall poffefs it. 25 (Now the Ama- 
lekites, and the Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) 
To-morrow turn you, and get you into the wil- 
dernefs, by the way of the Red-fea. 26 J And 
the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, and unto Aaron, 
faying, 27 How long /hall I bear with this evil 
congregation which murmur againft me? Ihave 
heard the murmurings of the children of Ifrael, 
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- cafes they fhall fall in this wildernefs. 


Therefore the /ons of Facob are not con-— 
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which they‘murmur againft me. 28 Say unto. 
them, 4s truly as Llive, faith the Lorn, as ye 
have fpoken in mine ears, fo will I do to you: 
29 Your carcafes fhall fall in this wildernefs ; 


and all that were numbered of you, according 


to your whole number, from twenty years old 
and upward, which have murmured again{t me, 
30 Doubtlefs ye fhall not come into the land. 
concerning which I {ware to make you dwell 
therein, fave Caleb the fon of Jephunneh, and 
Jofhia the fon of Nun. 31 But your little ones, 
which ye faid {hould be a prey, them will I 
bring in, and they fhall know the land which 
ye have defpifed. 32 Butas for you, your car- 
33 And 
your children fhall wander in the wildernefs 
forty years, and bear your whoredoms, until 
your. carcafes be wafted in the wilderneds.. 
34 After the number of the days in which ye 
fearched the land, even forty days, (each day 
for a year,) fball ye bear your iniquities, ever: 
forty years, and ye fhall know my breach of. 
promife. 35 I the Lord have faid, I will furely do. 
it unto all this evil congregation, that are ga-. 
thered together againft me: in this wildernefs 
they fhall be confumed, and there they fhall 
die. Jie 


We have here God’s anfwer to the prayer of Mofes, which. 
fings both of. mercy and judgement. It is given privately.to. 
Mofes, ver. 20, 25.3 and then directed to be made public to- 
the people, ver. 26,35. ‘The frequent repetitions of the fame” 
things in it fpeak thefe refolves to be unalterable. Let us fee~ 

‘the particulars. is Bu et 
firft, The extremity of the fentence is receded from, ver.. 
20. I have pardoned, {o as not to cut them all off at once, 
and difinherit them. See the power of prayer, and the de-- 
light God takes in putting an honour upon it. He defigned a 
pardon, but Mofes hail have the praife of obtaining it by 
prayer; it fhall be done according to thy word: Thus, as a. 
prince, he hath power with God and prevails. See what 
countenance and encouragement God gives to our interceflions 
for others, that we may be public fpirited in prayer. Here is: 
a whole nation refcued from ruin by the effe€tual fervent prayer 
of one righteous man. See how ready God is to forgive fin, 
and how eafy to beintreated. Pardon, faith Mofes, ver. 19. 5: 
I have pardoned, faith God, ver. 20. David found him thus. . 
{wilt to fhew mercy, Pfal. xxxii. 5. He deals not with usaf- 
ter our fins. enh spe Ati 

Secondly, The glorifying of God’s name is in the general re= 

folved upon, ver. 21. Itis faid, it is fworn, AU the earth: - 
Soall be filled with the glory of the Lord. Miofes in his prayer: 
had fhewed a great concern for the glory of God: Let me a 
lone, faith God, to fecure that effectually, and to advance it 
by this difpenfatioa. All the world thall fee how God hates 
fin even in his own people, and will reckon for it; and yet 
how gracious and merciful he is, and how flow to anger. Thus 
when our Saviour prayed, Pathe, glorify thy name, he was 
immediately anfwered, { have both glorified it, and will glori« 
Jy it again, John xii. 28. Note, Thofe that fincerely feck 
God’s glory, may be fure of what they feck. God having: ~ 
. turned. 


f 


Chap. XIV. 


turned this prayer for the glorifying of himfelf into a promife, 
we may turn it into praife, in confort with tue angels, Ha. vi. 
4. The earth is full of his glory. 

Thirdly, the fin of this people which provoked God to 
proceed againft them is here aggravated, ver. 22, and 27. ; 
it is not made worfe than really it was, but is fhewed to be 
exceeding finful. It was an evil congregation, each bad, but 
altogether in congregation very bad. 1. ‘They tempted God: 
Tempted his power, whether he could help them in their 
ftraits ; his’ goodnefs, whether he would ; and his faithfulnefs, 
whether his promife would be performed. ‘They tempted his 
juftice, whether he would refent their provocations and punifh 
them or no. They dared him; and in effect challenged him, 
as God doeth the idols, (Ifa. xli. 23.) to do good or do evil. 
2. They murmured againft him. ‘This is much infilted on, 
ver.27. As they queftioned what he would do, fo they 
quarrelled with him for every thing he did or had done; con- 
tinually fretting and finding fault. It doth not appear that 
they murmured. at any of the. laws or ordinances that God 
gave them,. though they proved a heavy yoke ; but they mur- 


-mured at the conduct they were under, and the provifion made . 


for them. Note, It is much eafier to bring ourfelves to the 
external fervices of religion, and obferve all the formalities of 
devotion, than to live a life of dependance upon and fubmif- 
fion to the divine Providence in the courfe of our converfation. 
3. They did this after they had {cen God’s miracles in Egypt 
and in the wilderne/s, (ver. 2.) They would not believe their 
own eyes which were witnefles for God, that he was in the 
midft of them of a truth. 4. They had repeated ‘the provo- 
cations fen times, i. e. very often. ‘The Jewith writers reckon 
“this exactly the tenth time that the body of the congregation 
had provoked. God. Firft, at the Red-fea, Exod. xiv. 11: 
In Marah, Exod. xv. 23. In the wildernefs of Sin, Exod: 
xvi. 2,  T'wice about Manna, Exod. xvi. 20,.27.. At Re- 
phidim, chap. &vii. 1. The golden calf. Then at Taberahi 
Then at Kibroth-Hattaavah, Numb. xi.. And fo this was the 
tenth. Note, God keeps an account how aft we repeat our 
provocations, and will fooner or later fet them in order before 
us, §. hey had not hearkened to his voice,. though he hed 
again and again-admonifhed them of their. fin. 
Fourthly, The fentence paffed upon them for this fin. 14 
That they fhould not fee the promifed land, ver. 23. Nor 
zome into it, ver. 30. He {ware in his wrath that they fhould 
aot enter into his reff, Pfal. xcv. 11. Note,. Unbelief of: the 
_promife, is a forfeiture of the benefit of it. The -promife of 
God fhould-be fulfilled to their pofterity, but not to them. 
2. That they fhould immediately turn back into the. wildernefs, 
ver: 25. Their next remove fhould be a retreat ; they muft 
face about, and inftead of going forward to Canaan, on the 
very borders oftwhich they now. were, they muft withdraw: 
towards the Red-fea again. To-morrow-turn ye. That is, 
very fhortly you fhall be brought back to. that vaft. howling 
wildernefs which you are fo weary of. And it is time to fhift 


for your own fafety ; for the Amalatites lie in wait in the. val-.. 


ky ready to attack. you, if you march forward. Of them they 
had been diftruftfully afraid, chap. xiii. 29; and now with’ 
them God juftly frightened them. The fear of the wicked 
| frall come upon him. 3. That all thofe who were now grown 
up to mens eftate fhould die in the wildernefg; not all at once, 
but by degrees... They wifhed they.might die in the wilder- 
nefs ; and God faid Amen to their palhonate wifh, and made 
‘their fin their. ruin; /nared them in the.words of their mouth, 
and caufed their own tongue to fall upon them; took them at 
their word, and determined that their carcafes /bould fall in the 
wilderne/s, ver. 28, 29 and again, ver. 32, 35. See with 
what contempt they are Spoken of, now. they had by their fin 
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made themfelves vile ; the mighty men of valour were but cars 
cafes, when the Spirit of the Lord was departed from them. 
They were all dead men. — Their fathers had fuch a value for 
Canaan, that they defired to have their dead bodies carried 
thither to be buried, in token of their dependance upon God’s 
promife, that they fhould have that land for a poffefion ; but 
thefe having defpifed that good land, and difbelieved the pro- 
mife of it, fhall not have the honour to be buried in it; but 
fhall have their graves in the wildernefs. 4. That» in purfu- 
ance of this fentence they fhould wander to and fro in the 
wildernefs, like travellers that have: loft themfelves, for forty 
years; 7. e. fo long as to make it full. forty years from their 
coming out of Egypt to their entrance into Canaan; ver. 33,:: 
34. Thus long they were kept wandering, (1.) ‘l’o anfwer the 
number of the days in which the {pies were fearching the 
land. They were content to wait-forty days for the teftimony. 
of men, becaufe they could not take God’s word; and there- 
fore jultly are they kept forty years waiting for the perform- 
ance of God’s promife. (2.) That hereby they might be - 
brought to repentance, and find mercy with God in the other 
world, whatever became of them in this. Now they had time 
to bethink themfelves, and to confider their ways ; and the in- 
conveniences of the wildernefs would help to humble them and ~ 
prove them, and fhew them what was in their heart, Deut. viii. 
2. Thus long they Lore their iniquities ;. feeling the weight of 
God’s wrath in the punifhment. They were made-to groan 
under the burden: of their own fin that brought it upon them, 
which was too heavy for them to bear; (3+) That they might 
fenfibly feel what a dangerous thing it is for God’s covenant- 
people to break with him. Y% /hall know my breach of pro- 
mife: Both the caufes of it, that it is procured by your fin, 
for God never leaves any.tili they firft leave him; and the 
confequences of it, that it wiH produce your ruin; you are 
quite undone.when you are thrown out of the covenant. (4.) 
That a new generation might in this time be raifed up, which. 
could not be done all of a fudden.. And..the children being ~ 
brought up under the tokens of God’s difpleafure againft their 
fathers, and fo: bearing their whoredoms, i. e. The punifhment 
of their fins, efpecially their idolatry. about the golden calf,. 
which God now remembered againft them, might take warn- 
ing not.to tread in the. fteps of their father’s difobedience. 
And their wandering fo long in the wi/derne/s would make 
Canaan at laft the more welcome to them. It fhould: feem, 
that upon oecafion of this fentence, Mofes penned the nineticth 
pfalm, which is very appofite to the prefent ftate of Tfrael, and: 
where they are taught to: pray, ‘that fince this fentence. could. » 
not be reverfed it might be fanétified, and-they might learn to’ 
apply their hearts unto wifdom. . 
Fifthly, The mercy that was mixed+ with* this fevere fen- - 
tence. {1.] Mercy to Caleb and Jofhua;. that though they » 
fhould wander with'the re(t in the wildernefs, yet they, and they: 
only of-all that were now.above twenty years old, fhould fur- - 
vive the years of banifhment, and live to enter Canaan. Caleb » 
only is {poken of, ver. 24. And a particular mark of honour 
is put upon him, beth, (1.) Inthe charaéter given. of him; he 
had>another fpirit, different from the reft of the fpies, an after-. 
fpitit, which furnifhed him with fecond thoughts ; and he fol-. 
lowed the Lord fully, kept clofe to his. duty, and went through . 
with it though deferted and threatened: And (2.) In the re- 
compenfe promifed to him, Him will I bring in due time into 
the land -whéereunto he went. Note, t.° It ‘ought to-be the 
great care and. endeavour of every one of us to follow the Lord 
fully. We mutt in a coutfe of obedience to.God’s will, and 
fervice to his honour, follow him univer/ally without: dividing, 
uprightly without diffembling; chcarfully without difputing, 
and conftant/y without declining ; and this. is es a 
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_ fully. 2. Thofe that would follow God fully muft have ano- 
ther fpirit, another fromthe fpirit of the world, and another 
from: what their own. fpirit has been. They muft have the 
fpirit of Caleb. 3. They that follow God. fully in times of 
general apoftacy,-God will own them, and honour them by 
fingular prefervations in times of general calamity. The hea- 
venly Canaan. fhall be the everlafting inheritance of thofe that 
follow the Lord fully. When- Caleb is again mentioned, ver. 
30. Jofhua ftands with him compafled with the fame favours, 
and crowned. with the fame honours, having ftood with him 
in the fame fervices.. [2.] Mercy to the children even. of 

‘thefe rebels. They fhould:have a feed’ preferved and. Canaan 
fecured to. that feed, ver. 31. Your liéle ones, now under 
twenty years old, which you, in your unbelief, /aid /hould be a 
prey, them will I bring in. They had: invidioufly: charged 
God with a-defign to ruin their children, ver. 3.; but God 
will let them know that he can cut them off without touching 
their children. Thus the promife made to Abraham. though 
it feemed to fail for a time, was kept. from failing for ever- 
more ;- and though God chaftened their tranfgrefion with a 
rod, yet his loving kindnefs he would not utterly take away. 


36 And the men which Mofes fent to fearch 
the land, who returned and made all the con- 
gregation to murmur againft him, by bringing 
up a flander upon the land;, 37 Even thofe 
men that did brmg up the evil report upon the 
jJand, died: by the plague before the Lora. 38 
But Jofhua the fun of Nun, and Caleb the fon 
of Jephunneh, which were of the men that 
went to fearch the Jand, lived /tll. 39 And 
‘Mofes told thefe fayings unto all the. children 
of Ifrael: and the people mourned greatly. 40 
#7 And they rofe up early:in the morning, and 
gat them up into the top of the mountain, fay- 
ing, Lo, we be bere, and will go up. unto the 
place which the Lorn hath promifed: for we 
have finned, 41 And’ Mofes faid, Wherefore 
now do you tranfgrefs the commandment of 
the Lorp? but it fhall not profper. 42.Go 
not up, for the Lorp zs not among you; that 
ye be not fmitten before your enemies. 43 
For the Amalakites and the Canaanites are 
there before you, and ye fhall fall by the {word: 


' beeaufe ye are turned away fromthe Lorn; | 
therefore the Lorp will not be with you. | 


44 But they prefumed to go up unto the hill- 
top: neverthelefs, the ark of the covenant of 


the Lora, and Mofes, departed not out of the — 


camp. 45 Phen the Amalakites came. down, 
and the Canaanites which dwelt in that hill, 
and {mote them, and difcomfited them, even 
unto. Hormah. ; : 

\ Here is, Firft, The fudden death of the ten-evil fpies. While 
the fentence was in pafling upon the people, before it was. pu- 
blithed,. they died! of the plague before the Lord, ver. 36, 37. 
Now, [1.] God’ hereby fhewed his particular’ difpleafure’ a- 
gainft them, who finned and made Ifrael to fin. 1. They fin- 
ned themfelyes, in bringing up a flander upon the land of pro- 
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mife. Note, Thofe greatly provoke ‘God who snitiepeeldat 


religion, caft reproach upon it, and raife prejudices in mens 
minds againft it, or give occafion to thofe to do fo who feek 
occafion. Thofe that reprefent the fervice of God as mean and 
defpicable, melancholy and uncomfortable, hard and. impraéti- 
cable, needlefs and unprofitable, bring up an evil. report upon 
the’ good land, pervert the right ways of the Lord, and in. ef- 
feét give him the lie. 2. They made Ifrael to fin. “Vhey. de- 
fignedly, made all. the congregation to murmur againft God. 
Note,. Ringleaders: in. fin may. expeé to. fall. under particular 
marks. of God’s wrath, who- will feverely reckon for the blood 
of fouls, which is thus fpilt.. [2.]-God. hereby thewed, what 
he could have done with the whole congregation, and gave an 
earneft of the execution of the fentence now pafled upon them. 
He that thus cut off one of a tribe; could have cut off their 
whole: tribes. fuddenly, and. would. do it gradually. Note, “The 
remarkable deaths of notorious’ finners are earne({ts.of the final 
perdition of ungodly men, 2 Pet. ii. 5, 6. Thus the wrath 
of God is revealed, that finners may hear and fear. 

Secondly, The fpecial prefervation of Caleb and. Jofhua, ver. 
35. They lived fill. At is likely all the twelve {pies ftood 
together, for the eye of all Ifrael were now upon them; and 
therefore it is taken notice of as very remarkable, and which 
could not but be affecting tothe whole congregation, that when 
the ten evil fpies fell down dead of the plague, a malignant ins 
fectious: diftemper, yet thefe two that {tood. among them lived, 
and were well. God hereby confirmed their teftimony,.and 
put thofe to confufion that fpake of {toning them. .He like- 
wife gave them an affurance of their continued prefervation in 
the wildernefs, when thoufands fhould fall.on their right-hand 
and on their left, Pfal. xci. 7. Death never miffeth his 
mark, nor takes any. by overfight that were defigned for lifes 
though in the midft of thofe that were to die. : 

Thirdly, The publication of the fentence to-all the peoples 


ver. 39. Hetold them all what the decree was which was 


gone forth. concerning them, and which could not. be reverfed 3 
that they muft all die in the wildernefs, and Canaan muft be 
referved for the next generation. It was.a very great difap- 
pointment, we may: well think, to Mofes himfelf, who longed. 
to be in Canaan, as well as to all the people; yet he acquiefced, 
but they wept and: mourned greatly. ‘The affurance Mofes 
had of God’s being glorified by this fentence, gave him fatis- 
faction, while the confcioufnefs of their own guilt, and their 
having procured it to themfelves, gave them the greateft vexa- - 
tion. They wept for nothing, ver, 1.-and now. they have caufe 
given them to weep; fo juftly are murmurers made mourners. 
If they had mourned for the fin, when they were faithfully re- 
proved. for it, ver... the fentence had been prevented; but now 
they mourned for the judgment only, it came too late, and did 
them no fervice. “Fhey found no place for repentance, though 
they fought it carefully with tears, Feb. xii. 17. Such mourn- 
ing as.this there is in hell; but the tears. will not quench. the © 
flames, no nor cool the tongue. 

Fourthly, The foolifh fruitlefs. attempt of fome of the If 
raelites to enter Canaan, notwithftanding the fentence. [i.] 
They were naw earneft to go forward towards Canaan, ver. 40. 
They were up early, muttered all their force, got together ina 
body, and begged of Mofes to lead them on againft the enemy; 
and now there is no more talk among them of making a cap- 
taim to return into Egypt. They. confefs their fault, We have 
Jined ; they profefs reformation. Lo; we be here, and will.ge 
up. ‘They now defire: the land\ which: they. had, defpifed, and 
put a confidence in the promife which they had. diftrufted. 
Thus when Ged judgeth. he will overcome, and firft or. laft 
will convince finners of the evil of all their ungodly deeds and 
hard fpeeches, and’ force them.to recal thein own words. But 

‘ é though 


xt 


so , 
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mn es ‘God was glorified by this recantation of theirs, they ; 
were not benefited by it, becaufe it came too late. The decree | 
was gone forth, the confwmption was determined; they did — 
not feek the Lord while he might be found, and now he would © 


not be found. Ob! if men would but be as earneft for hea- 
ven while their.day of grace lafts, as they will be when it is 
over, would be as folicitous to provide themfelves with oil while 
- the bridegroom tarries, as they will be when the bridegroom 
“cometh, how well were it for them! 
allows their motion, and forbids the expedition they were me- 
ditating, ver. 41,—43. ‘Go not up, 1/t, He gives them warn- 
ing of the fin; it is tranfgreffing the commandment of the Lovil, 
who had exprefsly ordered them when they did move, to move 
back towards the Red fea. Note, That which has been duty 
in its feafon, when it comes to’be mif-timed, may turn into fin. 
It is true, the command he refers to was in the nature of 
punifhment ; but he that has not obeyed the law, is obliged to 
dubmit to the penalty ; forthe Lord is our Judge, as well-as 
Law-giver. -2dly, He gives them warning of the danger ; é 
Srall not profper, never expe it. 
sourfelyes fuccefs in that which we undertake contrary to the 
mind of God. 
and the Lord is not among you, to prote&t you, and fight for 
you ; and therefore look to yourfelves, that ye be not _/mitten bex 
fore your enemies. Thofe that are out of the way of their duty, 
are from under God’s proteétion, and go at their peril. It is 
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[2.] Mofes utterly dif- 


Note, It is folly to promife | 


The Canaanites are before you, to attack you; | 


‘dangerous going there where we cannot expeét God fhould go . 


along with us. 


Nay, he plainly forefees and foreteis their de- | 


feat: Ye fhali fall by the fword,of the Amalekites and Canaan. 


ites, who were to have fallen by their {word. 


Becaufe ye are 


turned away from the Lord, from following the condué of his 


precept and promife, therefore the Lord will not be with you. 
Note, God will certainly leave thofe that leave him; and thofe 
that are left of him, lie expofed to all mifery. [3.] They ven- 
ture notwithftanding. Never was people fo perverfe, and fo 


defperately refolved in everything to walk contrary to God. 


% ‘God bid them go, and they would not; he forbid them, and 
they would. ‘hus is the carnal mind enmity to God, ver. 44. 
They prefumed to go up to the hill-top. Here, (1.) They ftrug- 


gled againft the fentence of divine juftice, and would prefs on: 
an defiance of it. (2.) They flighted the tokens of God’s pre- 


fence ; for they would go, though they left Mdfes and the ark 


of the covenant behind them. “They had diftrufted God’s. 
ftrength, and now they prefume upon their own without his. . 


[4-] The expedition fpeeds accordingly, ver. 45. The ene- 


my had pofted themfelves upon the top of the hill to make good | 


that pafs again{t the invaders; and being informed by their 


Fcouts of their approach, fallied out upon them, and defeated: 


‘them 3. and it is likely many of the Ifraelites were killed. Now. 


‘the fentence began ta be executed, that their carcafes fhould - 


fall in the wildernefs. 


ote, That’ affair can never end well 


that begins with fin. The way to obtain. peace with our: 
‘friends, and fuccefs again{t our enemies, is to make God our: 


friend and. keep ourfelves in‘his love. The Jews, like thefe 


their anceftors, when they had. rejeited Chriff’s righteoufnefs, 


attempted to efabli/h their own, and it {ped as this here. . 

) CHA Po KV: f 

This chapter, which is moflly concerning facrifice and offering, 

¢ > : Ro : 

comes in between the. ftory of two rebellions ; ome, chap. xiv. 
the other, chap. xvi. to fignify that, thefe legal inflitutions were 
typical of the gifts which Chrift was to receive even for the 
rebellious, Pfal. xviii. 18.: Jn the foregoing chapter, upon 


_ Drael’s provocation, God had determined to deftroy them, and 
- in token of his wrath, had fentenced them to perifh in the wil.’ 


aernefs; But upon Mofes? iaterceffion, be faid, \ have pardons 


_ of your habitations, which I grve unto you, 
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ed; andin token af that mercy, in this chapter he repeats and 
explains fome of the Jaws concerning offerings,.to foew that he 
auas reconciled to them, notwithfianding the fevere difpenfation 
they were under, and would not unchurch them. Here is, 
I. The law concerning ihe meat-offerings, and drink-offerings, 
ver 1,12. both for Lfraclites.and for flrangers, ver. 125 
—16.5 anda law concerning the heave-offerings of the firft 
of their dough, ver.17,—21. II. The law concerning fax 
crifices for fins of ignorance, vet. 22,—29. III. The pu- 


nifomeat of prefumpiuous fins, ver. 30, 31.3 and an inflance 


given in the fabbath-breaker, ver. 325-36. IV. A law con- 
cerning fringes, for memorandums, upon the borders of their 
Sarments, VEL. 37>—- ATs ; 


ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying,. 


i 2, Speak unto the children of [frael, and 
fay unto them, When ye be come into the land 
3 
And will make an offering by fire unto the Lor», 
a.burnt-offering, or a facrifice; in performing a 
vow, or in-a free-will-offering, or in your folemn 
feafts, to make a fweet favour unto the Lorn, 
of the herd or of the flock: 4 Then hall he 


that offereth his offering unto the Lorn, bring. 


‘a meat-oflering of'a tenth-deal of flour mingled 
with: the fourth: part of an'‘hin of oil. 5 And 
the fourth part of an:hin of wie for a drink- 


offering fhalt thou prepare, with the burnt-of. 


fering or facrifice, for one lamb.. 6 Qr for a 
ram, thou thalt prepare for a meat-offering, two 
tenth-deals of flour. mingled.with the third part 
of an‘ hin of oil! 
thou fhalt offer the third part of an hin of wine, 
for a fweet favour unto the: Lorn. 8 And 
when thou preparett a bullock for a burit-offer- 
ing, or for a facrifice in-performing a vow, or 


peace-offerings unto the Lory: g> Then fhall’ 


4+ And for a drink-offering, 


he bring with a bullock ameat-offering of three: 
tenth-deals of flour mingled with half an hin of 


oil.. ro And thou fhalt bring for a drink-offer- . 


ing half an hin of wine, for an offering made by 
fire of a fweet favour unto the Lorp.. 


ta Thus: 


fhall it be done.for one bulleck, or for one ram, 


or for a lamb, or a kid:. 12 According to the 
number that ye fhall ‘prepare, fo fhall ye do to 


every one according to their.number.. 13 All: 


that: are born of thecountry, fhall do thefe 


things after this manner, in offering an offering : 


* 


_made by fire of a fweet favour unto the Lorp. . 


14:And if a fttanger fojourn with you, or who- 


foever be among: yotr in your generations, and. | 


will offer an offering made by tire:of a {weet ‘fa- - 


vour. unto the Lorp: as ye do,.fo he thall do. . 


1g One ordinance ‘/hall be both for you of the > 
congregation, and: alfo for. the itranger that fo- - 


journeth with you,an ordinance for ever iv your. 


‘generations: as ye are, fo {hall the ftranger be - 
before: 


504 
before the Lorp. 16 One law, and one man- 
ner fhall be for you, and for the ftranger that 


fojourneth with you. 1794 And the Loro fpake » 


unto Mofes, faying; 18 Speak unto the chil- 
dren of If{rael, and fay unto them, When ye 
come into the land whither I bring you, I9 
Then it fhall be, that when ye eat of the bread 
of the land, ye fhall offer up an heave-offering 
unto the Lorp. 20 Ye fhall offer up a cake of 
the firft of your dough, for an heave-offering : 
as ye do the heave-offering of the threfhing-floor, 
fo fhall ye heave it. 21 Of the firft of your 
dough ye fhall give unto the Lorp, an heave- 
offering in your generations. 


Here is, Fir/t, Full inftrudtions given concerning the meat- 
offerings and drink-offerings, which were appendages to all the 
facrifices of animals. The beginning of this law is very en- 
couraging, When ye come into the land of your habitations, which 
L give unto you, then you fha'l do fo and, fo, ver. 2. This was 
‘a plain intimation, not only that God was reconciled to them, 
notwithftanding the fentence he had pafled upon them, but that 
he would fecure the promifed land’ to their feed, notwithftand- 
ing their aptnefs to rebel againft him. They might think, fome 
time or other they fhould be guilty of a mifdemeanor, that 
would be fatal to them, and would exclude them for ever, as 
the laft had done for one generation; but this intimates an 
affurance, that they fhould be kept from provoking God to 
fuch a degree as would amount to a forfeiture ;: for this ftatute 
takes it for granted, that there were fome of them that fhould 
in due time come into Canaan. The meat-offerings were of 
two forts: Some were offered alone by themfelves; and we 
have the law concerning thofe, Lev. ti. 1, &c. Others were 
added to the burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, and conftantly 
attended them; and about thofe diredtion is here given. It 
was requifite, fince the facrifices of acknowledgement, (inftan- 
ced in ver. 3.) were intended as the. food of God’s table, 
there fhould be a conftant provifion of bread, oil, and wine, 
whatever the flefh-meat was, The caterers, or purveyors, for 
Solomon’s table, provided fine flour, 1 Kings iv. 22. And it 
was fit God fhould keep a good houfe, and it.at his table fhould 
be furnifhed with bread as well as flefh, and his cup fhould run 
over. In my Father’s houfe there is bread enough, 

Now the, intent of this law is to direct what proportion the 
méat-offering and drink-offering fhould bear to the feveral fa- 
crifices to which they were annexed. If the facrifice was a 
lamb, or a kid, then the meat-offering muft be a tenth-deal of 
flour, that is, an omer, which contained about five pints: ‘This 
mutt be mingled with oil, the fourth part of a hin, and a hin 

' contained about five quarts ; and the drink-offeririg muft be the 
fame quantity of .wine, about a quart and a half-pirt, ver. 3, 
4, 5. [fit was aram, the meat-offering was doubled, two 
tenth-deals of flour, about five quarts, and a third part of a hin 
‘of oil, (which was to them as butter is to us,) mingled with 
it; and the fame quantity of wine for a drink-offering, ver. 6, 
9. If the facrifice was a bullock, the meat-off-ring was to be 
trebled, three oners, with five pints of oil, and the fame quan- 
tity of wine tor a drink-offering, ver. 3, 9, 10. And thus for 
‘each facrifice, whether offered by a particular perfon, or at the 
commen charge. Note, Our religious fervices fhould be go- 
verned, as by othir rules, fo by the rule of proportion. 

Seconcly, Natives and ftrangers are here fet upon a level, in 
this as in other matters, ver. 13,--16. One law Seal be for 

gou and for the franger that is profelyted to the Jewith reli- 
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gion. Now, [1.] This was an invitation to the Gentiles te 
become profelytes, and to embrace the faith and worfhip of the 
true God. 
ftrangers and true-born Ifraelites, but not in the things of God : 
As ye are, fo foall the ranger be before the Lord, for with him 
there is no refpec& of perfons. See Ifa. lvi. 3. [2.] This 
was an obligation upon the Jews to be kind to ftrangers, and 
not to opprefs them, becaufe they faw them owned and accept- 
ed of God. Communion in religion is a great engagement to 
mutual affection, and fhould ftay all enmities. [3.] It was a 
mortification to the pride of the Jews, who are apt to be puffed 
up with their birth-right privileges: We are Abraham’s feed. 
God lets them know that the fons of the {tranger were as wel- 
come to him as the fons of Jacob: No man’s birth or paren- 
tage fhall turn either to his advantage or his prejudice, in his 
acceptance with God. This likewife intimated, that as belie- 
ving ftrangers fhould be accounted Ifraelites, fo unbelieving If 
raelites fhould be accounted ftrangers. -[4.] It was a happy 
prefage of the calling of the Gentiles, and the admiflion of 
them into the church.- If the law made fo little difference be- 
tween Jew and Gentile, much lefs would the gofpel make, 
which broke down the partition-wall, and reconciled both to 
God in one facrifice, without the obfervance of the legal cere 
monies. 

Thirdly, A \aw for the offering of the firft of their dough 
unto the Lord: This, as the former, goes upon the corsfort- 
able fuppolition of their being come into the promifed land, vere 
18. Now they lived upon manna, they needed not fuch ex- 
prefs. acknowledgement of God’s title to their daily bread, 


| and their dependance upon him for it; the thing fpoke itfelf: 


But in Canaan, where they fhould eat the fruit of their own 
induftry, God required that he fhould be owned as their land- 
lord, apd their great benefactor. They muft not only offer 
him the firft-fruits and tenths of the corn in their fields, thofe 
had been already referved; but when they had it in their hou- 
fes, in the kneading-troughs, when it was almoft ready to be 
fet upon their tables, God muft have a further tribute of ac- 
knowledgement ; part of their dough (the Jews fay a fortieth 
part at leaft of the whole lump) mutt be heaved or offered up 
to God, ver. 20, 21. And the prieft muft have it for the ufe 
of his family. Thus they -muft own their dependance upon 
God for their daily bread, even when they had it in the 
houfe with them: They muft then wait on God for the com- 
fortable ufe of it ; for we read of that which was brought homey. 


and yet God did blew upon it, and it came. to little, Hag. i. _ 


g. Chrift hath iaught us to pray, not give us this year our 
yearly harvett, but give us this day our daily bread. God by 
ths law faid to the people, as the prophet long after faid to the 
widow of Sarepta, 1 Kings xvii. 13. Only make me thereof a 
little cake firft. This offering was exprefsly kept up by the laws 
of Ezekiel’s vifionary teniple; and itis a commandment, with 
promife of family-mercies, Ezek. xliv. 30. Ye /hall give unto 
the prieft the firft of your dough, that he may caufe the bleffing to 
reft in thine houfe; for when Ged has had his dues out of ‘our 
eflates, we may expect the comfort of what falls to our fhare.’ 


22 “ And if ye have erred, and not obfer- 
ved all thefe commandments which the Lorp 
hath fpoken unto Mofes,23 Even all that the 
Lorp hath commanded you by the hand of 
Mocfes, from the day that the Lorp command- 
ed ‘‘ofes, and henceforward among your gene- 
rations: 24 Then it fhall be, if ought be com- 
mitted by ignorance without the knowledge of 


the congregauon; that all the congregation | 
: {hall : 


In civil things there was a difference between “ 
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fhall offer oné young bullock for a burnt-offer- 
ing, for a fweet favour unto the Lorn, with 
his meat-offering, and his drink-offering, accord- 
ing to the manner, and one kid of the goats for 


a fin-offering. -25 And the prieft fhall make. 


an atonement for all the congregation of the 


_ children of Ifrael, and it fhall be forgiven them, © 


for it /s ignorance: and they fhall: bring their 
offering, a facrifice made by fire unto the Lorn, 
and their fin-offering before the Lorn, for their 
ignorance. 26 And it fhall be forgiven all the 
congregation of the children of Ifrael, and the 
ftranger that fojourneth among them; féeing 
all the people were in ignorance.. 27 Y And 
if any foul fin through ignorance, then he fhall 
bring a fhe-goat of the firft year for a fin-offer- 
ing. 28 And the prieft fhall make an atone- 
_ ment for the foul that finneth ignorantly, when 
he finneth by ignorance before the Lorp, to 
make an atonement for him; and it fhall be 
forgiven him. 29 You fhall have one law. for 
him that finneth through ignorance, both for 
him that is born amongft the children of Ifrael, 
and for the ftranger that fojourneth among 
them, See, 7 


We have here the law concerning facrifices for fins of igno- 
sance ; the Jews underftand it of idolatry, or falfe worthip, 
through the error of their teachers: The cafe here fuppofed is, 
‘That ye have not obferved all thefe commandments, ver. 22, 23. 
If they had failed in the offerings of their acknowledgment, 
and ‘had not brought them according to the law, then they 
muft bring an offering of atonement; yee, though the omiflion 

_ had ‘been through forgetfulnefs, or miftake. If they failed in 
one part of the ceremony, they muft make it up by the ob- 
fervance of another part; which was in the nature of a reme- 
dial law. sh 

“[1.] The cafe is put of a national fin, committed through 
ignorance, and become cuftomary through a vulgar error, ver. 
24. the congregation, i. e. the body of the people; for fo it is 
explained, ver. 25. All the congregation of the children of If- 
rael. 
various, that it might eafily be fuppofed, fome of them, by de-’ 
grees, would be forgotten and difufed ; as particularly that im- 
mediatey before, concerning the heave-offering of their dough: 
‘Now if in procefs of time, upon confulting the law, there ap- 
pears to. have been a general neglect of that or any other ap- 

“pointment ; then a facrifice muft be offered for the whole con- 

~ gregation, and the overfight fhall be forgiven, (ver. 25, 26,) 5 
and not punifhed, as it deferved, with fome national judgment. 
The offering of .the facrifice according to the manner of ordi- 
nance, plainly refers to a former ftatute, which this is the re- 
petition of ; and the fame bullock which is there called a Jin- 

_ offering, (Lev. iv. 13, 21.) is here called a burnt-offering, ver. 
24. becaufe it was wholly: burnt, though not upon the altar, 
yet without the camp. And _ here is the addition of a kid of 
the goats for a fin-offerings According to this law, we find 
that Hezekiah made atonement for the errors of his father’s 
reign, by /even bullocks, feven rams, feven lambs, and feven he- 
goats; which he offered as a fin-offering for the kingdom, and 
for the fanduary, andfor Fudah, 2 Chron. xxix..21.5 and fo 

» Voll . 


, 
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The ceremonial obfervances were fo numerous and fo. 


Be 
all Tfrael, ver.24.: And we find the like done after the retura 
out of captivity, Ezra viii: 35. [2.] It is likewife fuppofed 
to be the cafe of a particular perfon; Jf any foul fin through 
ignorance, ver. 27. negledting any part of his duty, he muft 


‘bring his offering ; as was appointed, Lev. iv. 27. &c: Thus 


atonement fhall be made for the foul that fins ignorantly, when 
he fins by ignorance, vet. 28. 

Obferve, (1.) Sins committed ignorantly, need to have a- 

tonement made for them; for though ignorance will excufe, it, 
will not juftify thofe that might have known their Lord’s will 
and did not. David prays to be cleanfed from his /écret faults, 
i. e. thofe fins which he himfelf was not aware of, the evtore 
he did not underfland, Pfal. xix..12.  (2.) Sins eommitted 
ignorantly fhall be forgiven through Chrift the great Sacrifice 5 
who when he offered up himfelf once for all upon the crofs, 
feemed to explain the intention of his offering, in that prayer, — 
Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And’ 
Paul feems to allude to this law concerning fins of ignorance, 
1 Tim. i. 13. J obtained mercy, becaufe I did it ignorantly, — 
and in unbekief. And it looked favourably upon the Gentiles, 
that this law of atoning for fins of ignorance is exprefsly made 
to extend to thofe who were {trangers to the commonwealth 
of Ifrgel, ver. 29. but fuppofed to be profélytes of righteoufne/s. 
Thus the blefling of Abraham comes upon the Gentiles. 


30] But the foul that doeth oughz prefump- 
tuoufly, (whether be be born in the land, ora 
ftranger,) the fame reproacheth the Lorp; and 
that foul fhall be cut off from among his peo- 
ple. 31 Becaufe he hath defpifed the word of 
the Lorn, and hath broken his commandment; 
that foul fhall utterly be cut off: his iniquity 
/ball be upon him. 32 & And while the chil- | 
dren of Ifrael were in the wildernefs, they found 
a man that gathered fticks upon the fabbath- 
day. 33 And they that found him gathering 
fticks, brought him unto Mofes and ‘Aaron, and 
to all the congregation. 34 And they put him 
in ward, becaufe it was not declared what 
fhould be done to him. 35 And the Lorp 
faid unto Mofes, The man thall be furely put 
to death: all the congregation fhall ftone him 
with ftones without the camp. 36 And all the 
congregation brought him without. the camp, 
and ftoned him with ftones, and he died; as 
the Lorp commanded Mofes. 


t 


Here is, Hirt, the general doom.paft upon prefumptuous fin- 
ners. [1.] Thofe are to be reckoned prefumptuous finners 
that fin with a high hand; as the original phrafe is ; ver. 30.: 
i. e. that avowedly confront God’s authority, and fet up their 
own lufts in competition with its that fin for fining fake, in 
contradiétion to the precept of the law, and in defiance of the 
penalty; that fight againft God, and dare him to do his worft: 
fee Job xv. 25. It is not only to fin’ againft knowledge, but 


to fin defignedly again{t God’s will and plory.. [2.] Sins thus 
committed are exceeding finful. He that thus breaks the coms 


mandment;(1.) He reproacheth ihe Lord, ver..30.: He faith 
the.worft he can of him, and moft unjuftly. The language 
of prefumptuous fin, is; That eternal Truth is not fit to be be. 
lieved, the Lord of all not fit to be obeyed, aad almighty 
Power, not fit to be either feared or trufted.- It imputes folly 


35 to. 


e/ a 
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to infinite Wifdom, and iniquity to the righteous Judge of hea- | 
(2.) He | 
deppifeth the word of the Lord, ver..31..° There are thofe who | 
in many inftances come fhort of fulfilling the word, and yet | 


ven and earth: Such is the malignity of wilfal fin, 


have a great value for it, and count the law henourables but 


prefumptuous fianers defpife it, thinking themfelves too great, | 
What ts the | 
Almighty that sve foould ferve him? Whatever the fin itlf is, | 
It is rebellion ad- } 
ded to the fin that is as witchcraft, and fubbornne/s as idolatry. | 
‘There remains 
no facrifice for thofe fins; the law provided none: That foul | 


and too good, and too wife to be ruled by it. 
it is contumacy that incurs the anathema. 
[3-] The fentence jpaft on fuch is dreadful. 


Shall be cut-off from among his people, ver. 30.: utterly cut off, 


ver. 31.: And that God may for ever be juftified, and the fin- 
ner for ever confounded, bis iniquity fhall be upon him; and there | 
needs no more to fink him 'to the loweft hell. ‘Thus the Jew- | 
wh doctors underftand it, That the eniquity foal] cleave to the | 4 ae 

: Nd | nerations, and that they put upon the fringe of 


fol, after it is cut off; and that man fhall give an account of his 
jon at the great day of judgment. 
fence might be fuch as did not-expofe the offender to the judge- 


ment of the civil magiltrate ; butuf it were done prefumptuouf | 
ly, God hinvelf would take the punifhment of it into his own | 
hands; and into them i is a fearful thing to fall. In the | 
New Teflament, we find the hke fentence of exclufion from | 
all benefit; by the great Sacrifice paft upon the blafphemy a- | 
gainft the Holy Gholt, and a total apoftafy from Chrifttani- | 
See Matt. xi. 32. and Heb. x. 26. which refers to this | 


ty. 


here. 


the fabbath-day, ver. 32. which it is likely were defigned to 


make ‘a fire of ; whereas they were commanded to bake and | 
~ fethe what they had -occafion for the «day before, Exod. xvi. | 
This feemed bat a {mall offence; but it was a violation | 
of the law of the fabbath, and fo was an implicit contempt of | 
the Creator, to whofe honour the fabbath was dedicated; and” | 
an incurfion upon the whole law, which the fabbath ‘was in- | 
And it appears by the context to | 
have been done pre/umptuoufly, and in affront both to the law | 
and to the Law-maker. [2.] The offender was fecured, ver. | 
33,34. They that found him gathering (licks, in their zeal for | 


24. 


pended as a hedge about. 


the honour of the fabbath, brought him to Mofes and Aaron, 


and to all the congregation; which intimates, ‘that it being the | 


fabbath-day, the iccngrepation was at that time gathered to 


Mofes and Aaren to receive inftractions from'them, and to join | 
Tt feems even common If | 
raelites, though there was much amifs among them, yet would | 
not contentedly fee the fabbath profaned; which was a good ° 
fen that they had not quite forfaken God, nor were utterly | 


with them in religious worthip. 


forfaken of him. [3.] God was confulted, decaufe it was nat 
declared what foculd be done to h.m. 


made the profanation of the fabbath a capital crime, Exod. 


KEEL. 14. Chap. xxxv. 2.:. But they were om doubt, either 
‘eoncerning the offence, whether this that he had done fhould | 
be deemed a profanation of the fabbath or no /orconcerning ~ 


athe punifhment, what death the fhould die. ‘God was the 


Fudge, and before him they brought this caufe. [4.] Sentence | 


was pafled: The prifener was adjudged a fabbath-breaker ac- 


cording to the intent of that law, and as fuch he mutt be put | 


wo death; and to fhew how great the crime was, and how.dif 


pleafing to God, and that others might hear and fear, and not | 
alo in hke manner prefumptuoufly, that death is appomted shim | | 
which was looked ppon ‘as moft terrible, lhe muft be /loned «with | 
Note, ‘God is jealous for the honour of his | 
fabbaths, and willnot hold them guiltlefs, whatever men do, | 
that. profane them., [5.1] Execution was done purfuant to:the. § 


frones, ver. 35, 


Perhaps the kind of the of- | 


Secondly, A particular inftance of prefumption in the fin of | 
fabbath-breaking. [1.] The oftence was gathering jticks on | 


The law had already | 
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fentence, ver. 36. He was foned to death dy the congregation, 
As many as could were employed in the execution, that they 
at leaft might be afraid-of breaking the fabbath who had thrown 
a {tone at this fabbathreaker. “This intimates, that the open ~ 
profanation of the fabbath is a fin which ought to be punifhed _ 
and reftrained by the civil magiftrate, who, as far as overt acts. 
g0, is Keeper of both tables. See Neh. xu. 17. One would > 
think there could be no great harm in gathering a few flicks, | 
on what day foever it was; but God intended the exemplary 
punifhment of him that did fo, for a ftanding warning to usall, _ 
to make confcience of keeping holy the fabbath. - 


37 4 And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, fay- - 
ing, 38 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and 
bid them that they make them fringes in the 
borders of their garments, throughout their ge 


the borders a ribband of blue. - 39 And it fhall 


_ be unto you for a fringe, that ye may lock up- 


on it, and remember all the commandments of 
the Lorn, and do them: and that ye feek not- 
after your own heart, and your own eyes, after 
which ye ule to go a-whoring: 40 That: ye 
may remember, and do all my commandments, 
and be holy unto your God. 411 am the Lorp 
your God, which brought -you out of the land — 
of Egypt, to be your God: I am the Lorp. 


Provifion had been juft now made by the law for the pardon. 
of fins of ignorance and iafrmity, now here is an expedient 
provided for the preventing of {uch fins. They are ordered to 
make frmges upon the borders of their garments, which were 
to be memorandums to them of their duty, that chey might inot 
fin through forgetfulnefs. : 

[1.]) ‘fhe fign appointed iis a fringe of filk, or thread, or 
worlted, or the garment -itfelf ravelled at the bottom, and a. 
blue ribband bound on the top of it, to keep it tight, ver. 38, 
The Jews being a peculiar people, they were thus diftinguifhed 
from their neighbours in their drefs, as well as in their dict 5 
and taught by fuch little inftances of fingularity, not to be con- — 
formed to the way of the heathen in greater things. ‘Thus like- 
wife they proclaimed themfelves Jews wherever they were, as 
thofe that were not afhamed of Ged and his Jaw. Our Savi- 
viour, being made under the law, wore thefe fringes ; hence we . 
read of the hem or border of his garment, Mat.ix. 20. Thefe - 
borders the Pharifees enlarged, that they might be thought. . 
more holy and devout than other peopie. Yet the phyladteries. 
were different things: thofe were their own invention, the 
fringes were a divine inftitution. ‘The Jews at this day wear 
them, faying when they put them on, Blefed be he who has : 
fanitified us unto himfelf, and commanded us to wear fringes. 
{2.] The intention of it, was to mind them that they were a pe- - 
culiar people. They were not appointed for the tramaming and. _ 
adorning of their clothes, but to /zr uptheir pure minds by way >. 
of remembrance, 2 Pet. ii. 1. "That they might look upon the 
Sringe, and remember the commandments. Many.look upon their. 
ornaments to feed their pride, butthey muft look upon thefe - 
ornaments to awaken:thetr confciences to a fenfe of their duty. 
that their religion might conftantly, befet them, and they might 
carry it about «with them,:a3 they did their clothes, wherever 
they went. If they were tempted to fin, the fringe would be. 


a monitor to them .not:to break God’s commandments: Ifa, — 


duty, | 


Chap. XVI. - 
: <daty were forgotten tobe done in its feafon, the fringe would mind 


us, is ah inftruction to us always to remember the commandments 


~ be a prefervation from idolatry, That ye /eck not after your omwp 
_ sheart, and your own eyes, in your religious worfhip. 


* Lhe date of the hifory contained in this chapter is altogether uns 


: OW Korah the fon of Izhar the fon of Ko- 


3 Peleth, fons of Reuben, took men. 2 And they 


_—~ 


them of it. This infitution, though it be not an impofition upon 


of the Lord our God, that we may do them. To treafure them 
up in our memories, and to apply them to particular cafes as 
there is occafion to ufe them. It was intended particularly to 


Yet it 
may extend alfo tothe whole converfation; for nothing is more 
contrary to Gotl’s honour and our own true intereft, than to 
walk in the way of our heart, and.in the fight of our eyes: For 
the imagination of the heart is evil, and fo.is the luft of the eyes. 

After the repetition of fome ceremonial appointments, the 
chapter clofeth with the repetition of that great and fundamen- 
tal law of religion, Be holy unto your God, purged from fin, and 
fincerely devoted to. his fervice: And that great reafon for all 
the commandments is again and again inculcated, J am the Lord 
your God. Did we more firmly. believe, and more frequently 
and ferioufly confider, that God is the Lord, and our God and 
Redeemer, we fhould fee ourfelves bound in duty, intereft, and 
gratitude, to keep all his commandments. 
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_ certain. Probably thofe mutinies happened afier their remove 


back again from Kadefh-barnea, when-they were fixed (if f- 


_ may fo peak) for their wandering in the wildernefs, and be- 
gan to look upon that as their fettlement. Prefently after new 
laws given, follows the fiory of a new rebellion: as if fin 
took occafion from the commandment ‘to become. more exceeding 
finful.. Here is, 1. A daring and dangerous rebellion raifed 
againft Mofes and daron, by Koran, Dathan, and Abiram, 
ver. 1,15. (1.) Korah and his accomplices: contend for 

_ the.prieKhood againfi Aaron, ver. 3... And Mofes reafons with, 
‘them, and appeals to God for a decifion of the controver{y, ver. 
4,—11. (2.) Dathan and Abiram quarrel with Mojes, 
and refuje to obey his fummons, which greatly grieves him, ver. 
12,—15. Il. 4 folemu appearance of the pretenders to the 
pricfthood before God, according.to order, and a. public ap- 
pearance of the glory of the Lord, which had confumed the 
whole congregation, if Mofes and Aaron had not interceded, 
ver. 16,—22. III. The deciding of the coniroverfy, and 
‘the crufbing of the rebellion, by the cutting off of the rebels. 

-  (1.) Thofe in their tents were buried alive, ver. 23,34. 
(2.) Thofe at the door of the tabernacle were confumed by fire, 


ver. 35. And their cenfers preferved for a memorial, yer. 
~ 37,—40. IV. A new infurredion of the people, ver. 41,— 
43- (1.) God flayed the infurreétion by a plague, ver. 45. 


(2.) Aaron flayed the plague by offermg iuceh ver. 46,— 
58. The manner and method of recording this flory plainly 
peaks the ferment very high. 


hath, the fon of Levi; and Dathan and 
Abiram, the fons of Eliab, and On the fon of 


rofe up before Mofes, with certain of the chil- 


dren of Ifrael, two hundred and fifty princes of 


the aflembly, famous in the congregation, men 
of renown. 3 And they gathered themiclves 
together againit Mofes, and againft Aaron, and 
faid unto them, Ye take too much upon you, 


feeing all the congregation are holy every one 


‘of them, and the Lorp is among them: where- 
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| alfo? 
| thy company are gathered. together againft the 
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fore then lift you up yourfelves above the. con. 
gregation of the Lorp? 4 And when Mofes 
heard 7¢, he fell upon his face: 5 And he fpake 
unto Korah, and unto all his company, fayine, 
Even to-morrow the Lory will fhew who are 
his, and who is holy ; and will caufe him to 
come near unto him: even im whom he hath 
chofen, will he caufe to come near unto him. 


_6 This do; Take you cenfers, Korah, and all 


his company; 7 And put fire therein, and pui 
incenfe in them before the Lorp to-morrow : 
and it fhall be that the man whom the Lorn. 
doth chufe, he /ball be holy : ye take too much 
upon you, ye fons of Levi. 8 And Mofes faid 
unto Kotah, Hear, I pray you, ye fons of Levi. 
go Seemeth it but a {mall thing unto you, that 
the God of Urael hath feparated you from the 
congregation of Ifrael, to bring you near to him- 
felf, to do the fervice of the tabernacle of the 
Lorn, and to ftand before the congregation, to 
minifter unto them? 10 And he hath brought 
thee near to btn, and all thy brethren the fons 
of Levi with thee: and feek $e the priefthood . 
tr For which caufe both thou, and ali 


Lorp: and what zs Aaron, that ye murmur a- 


| gainft him ? 


Here is, Mirf, An account of the rebels, who and what 
they were; not as formerly, the mixt multitude, and the dregs 
of the people, who are therefore never named, but men of di- 
ftin@ion and quality, that ‘made a figure: Korah was the ring- 
leader, he formed and headed the faction ; therefore it is call- 
ed the gain-faying of Korah, Jude ver. 11. He was copfin- 
german to Mofes, they were brother’s children ; yet the near- 
nefs of the relation could not reftrain him from being infolent 
and rude to Mofes, Think it not ftrange if a man’s foes be 
they of his own houfe. With him joined. Dathan and Abiram, 
chief men of the tribe of Reuben, the eldeft fon of Jacob. Pro- 
bably Korah was difgufted both at the preferment of Aaron to 
the priefthood, and the conttituting of Elizaphan to be head of 
the Kohathites, Numb. iii. 30. And perhaps the Reubenites 
were angry that the tribe of Judah had the firft poft of honour 
in the camp. Qn is mentioned, ver. 1. as one of the heads of 
the faction, but never after in the whole {tory ; either becaufe, 
as fome think, he repented and left them, or, becaufe he did 
not make himfelf fo remarkable as Dathan and Abiram did. 
The Kohathites encamped on the fame fide of the tabernacle 
that the Reubenites did; which perhaps gave Korah an Op- 
portunity of drawing them in; Whence the Jews fay, Wo to 
the wicked man, and dvo.to. his neighbour, who is in danger of 
being infected by him. And thefe being themfelves topping 
men, they feduced into the confpiracy two hundred and fifty _ 
princes. of the affembly, ver. 2. Probably they were firf-Lora, 
or at Jeaft heads of families, who before the eleyation of Aaron 
had themfelves miniftered in holy things. Note, The pride, 
ambition, and emulation of great men, has always been the ac- 
cafion of a great.deal of mifchief both in churches and ftates-~ 
God by his grace. make. great men’ humble ; and fo give:peace 
in our time, O Lord. famous, men, and men of renoqua, as 
thefe here are. defcribed to be, were the great finners of the old 
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world, Gen. vi. 4. The fame and renown they had did not 


content them, they were high but would be higher, and thus ” 


the famous men became infamous. : 
Secondly, The rebels remonftrance, ver. 3. . That which 
they quarrel with is the fettlement of the priefthood upon Aa- 


~, von and his family, which they think an honour too great for 


Mofes to give, and Aaron to accept, and fo they are both char- 


_ ged with an ufurpation: %¢ take too much upon yous or, Let 
it fuffice you to be upon a-level with your neighbours, who are. 


all holy, allas good as you, and therefore ought to be as great. 
Or, Let it'fuffice you to have domincered thus long, and now 
think of refigning your places to thofe that have as good a title 
to them, and are as well able to manage them. [1.] They 
proudly boaft of the holinefs of the congregation, and the pre- 
fence of God in it. They are holy, every one of them, and as 
fit to be employed in offering facrifice as Aaron is, and as maf- 
ters of families formerly were ; and the Lord is among them, to 
dire& and own them. . Small reafon they had to brag of the 
peoples purity, or of God’s favour, fince the people had been 
fo frequently and fo lately polluted with fia, and were now un- 
der the marks of God's difpleafure, which fhould have made 
them:thankful for priefts to mediate between them and God; 
but inftead of that they envy them. [2.] They unjuftly charge 
Mofes and Aaron with taking the honour they had to them- 
felves, whereas it was evident beyond contradiction that they 
were called of God to it, Heb. v. 4. So that either they would 


_ have no priefts at all, nor any government ; none to prefide ei- 


ther in civil or facred things, none over the congregation, none 
above it; or, they would not acquiefce in that conftitution of 
the government which God had appointed. ‘See here, (1.), 
What fpirit levellers are of, and thofe that de/pife dominions, 
and refift the powers that God has fet over them ; they are 
proud, envious, ambitious, turbulent, wicked and unreafonable 
men. (2.) What ufage even the beft and moft ufeful men 
may expedt, even from thofe they have been ferviceable to. If 
they be reprefented as ufurpers that have the beft titles, and 
they as tyrants that govern beft, let them know that Mofes and 
Aaron were thus'abufed. 
Thirdly Mofes’ refentment of this remonftrance, when it 
was. publifhed againft him. How did he take it? [1.] He 
fell on bis. face, ver. 4. as before, chap. xiv. s. ‘Thus he 
fhewed how willing he would have been to yield to:them, and 
how gladly he would have refigned his government, if it would 
have confilted with -his duty to God, and his fidelity to. the 
tru(t repofed in him. Thus alfo he applied himfelf to God by 


~ prayer for direction, what to fay and to do upon this fad oc- 


cafion. He world not fpeak to them till he had thus humbled 
and compofed his own fpirit, (which could not but begin to 
be heated,) and had received inftrudtions from God. The 
heart of the wife in fuch a cafe fiudies to anfwer, and afks 
counfel at God’s mouth. [2.] He agrees to refer the cafe 
to God, and leave it to him to decide it ; as one well affured 
of the goodnefs of his title, and yet well content to refign, if 
God faw fit to gratify this, difcontented people with another no- 
mination. An honeft caufe fears not a trial, fears not a fecond 
trial, fears not a {peedy trial: Hven.to-merrow, let it be brought 
on, ver. 5, 6, 7. Let Koraly and his partifans bring. their 
cenfers, and offer incenfe before the Lord, and if he teftify his 


acceptance of them, well and good: Mofes is now as willing. 


all the Lord’s people fhould be priefts, if God fo pleafed, as: be- 
fore that they fhould all be prophets, chap. xi. 29. But if God 
upon an appeal to him, determine, (as no doubt ‘he would ) 
for Aaron, they would find it highly dangerous to. make the 
expeiiment: and therefore he puts it off till to-morrow, to try 
whether when they had flept upon it they would defift, and 
Aet fall their pretenfions. [3] He argues the. cafe fairly with 
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“appointment, take too much upon them. 


Jervice is not only perfec freedom, but high preferment. 
jfrand before the congregation to minifter unto them. Note, Thofe 


f 
¢ 


them, to ftill the mutiny with fair reafoning, if pofible, before 
the appeal come to God’s tribunal, for then he knew it would 
end in the confufion of the coarplainants. bi ase 

[1.] He calls. them the fons of Levi, ver..7. and again, 
ver. 8. They were of his own tribe, nay, they were of God’s 


tribe ; it was therefore the worfe in them thus to mutiny both . ; 


again{t God and again{t him. It was not long fince the fons of 
Levi had bravely appeared on God’s fide in the matter of the 
golden calf, and got immortal honour by it ; and fhall they 


| that were then the only innocents, now be the leading crimi- 


nals, and lofe-all the honour they had won! could there be 
fuch chaff in God’s floor? Levites and yet rebels! [2.] He- 
retorts their charge upon themfelves ; theyhad unjuftly charged 
Mofes and Aaron with taking too much upon them: though’ 
they had na more but what God put upon them ; nay, faith 
Mofes, You take too much upon you, ye fons of Levi. Notes 
They that'take upon them to controul and contradi& God’s’ 
It is enough for us - 
to fubmit, it is too much to prefcribe. 
the privilege they had as Levites, which was fufficient for 
them, they needed. not to afpire to the honour of. the prieft-. 
hood, ver. 9, 10. He minds them, how great the honour 
was to. which they were preferred as Levites. 1/2, They were 


Jeparated from the congregation of Ifrael, diftinguifhed from - 


them, dignified above them: inftead of complaining that Aa- 
ron’s family was advanced above theirs, they ought to -be 
thankful that their tribe was advanced above the reft of the 
tribes, though they had been in all refpects upon the level with 
them. Note, It will help to keep us from enyiag thofe that are 
above us, duly to confider how many there are above whom we 
are placed. Inftead of fretting that any are preferred before 
us in honour, power, eftate, or intereft, in gifts, graces, or 
ufefulnefs, we have reafon to blefs God if we, who are lefs. 


than the leaft, are not put hindmoft. Many perhaps who de- - 


ferve better, are not preferred fo well. 2d/y, They were fepa- 
rated to very great and valuable honours. 1. To draw near 
to God, nearer than common [fraelites, though they alfo were 
a people near unto him: The nearer any are to God, the 
greater is their honour. 2. To do the fervice of the tabernacle.’ 
It is honour enough to bear the veffels of the fan@uary, and to 
be employed in any part of the fervice of the tabernacle, God’s 
To 


are truly great that ferve the public, and it is the honour of 
God’s minifters to be the churches minifters: Nay, (which 


adds to the dignity put upon them,). 3d/y, It was the God of ~ 
It was his aé and déed 
to put them in their place, and therefore they ought sot to ~ 


Ifrael himfelf that feparated them. 


be difcontented with that ; and he it was likewife that put Aa- 
ron into his place; and therefore they ought not to envy that. 
[4.] He convicts them of the fin of undervaluing thefe privi- 


leges, Seemeth it a Jmall thing unto you? q. d. It ill becomes 


you of all men to grudge Aaron the priefthood,, when at-the 


fame time that he was advanced to that honour, you were de- . 
figned to another honour dependant upon it, and fhine with - 
rays borrowed from him. Note, 1. The privilege of drawing 


near to the God of Ifrael, is not .a‘{mall thing in itfelf, and 


therefore mutt not feem {mall to us. To.thofe who neglect, - 
opportunities of drawing near to God, who are carelefs and 


formal in it, to whom it is a tafk, and not a pleafure, we may 


properly put this queftion, Seemeth it a fal! thing to. you, that 
God hes made youa people near unto him? 2. Thofe.who afpire — 


[3:] He thews them- + 


“Chap. XVI. 


e 


f 


and ufurpthe honours forbidden them, puta great contempt upon ~ 


the honours allowed them. We have. each of us as good a fhare . 
of ae as God fees fit for us, and fees us,fit for, and muchi : 
than we deferve 5 and we ought to reft fatisfied with its 
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- one afs frony them, neither have I hurt one of 
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‘Chap. XVI 

and not as thefe here, exercife ourfelyes in things too high for 
us: Seek ye the priefthood alfo ? They would not own that they 
fought it, but Mofes faw that in their eye; the law had pro- 
vided very well for thofe that ferved at the altar, and therefore 
they would put in for the office. ['5.] He interprets their mu- 
tiny to be a rebellion againft God, ver. 1f{t. | While they pre- 
tended to affert the holinefs and liberty of the Ifracl of God, 


they really took up arms again{t the God of Hrael, 1 are ga- 
thered together againft the Lord. Note, Thofe that ftrive a- 


~-gainft God’s ordinances and providences, whatever they pre- 


tend, and whether they are aware of it or no, do indeed {trive 
with their Maker. Thofe refift-the prince, who refift thofe 
that are commiffioned by him: - For alas! faith Mofes, What 
is Aaron that ye murmur againft him ? If raurmurers and com- 
plainers would confider, that the inftruments they quarrel with 
are but inftruments. whom God employs, and that they are but 
what he makes them, and neither more nor lefs, better. nor 
worfe, they would not be fo bold and free in’ their cenfures 
and reproaches as they are. They that found the priefthood 
as it was fettled, a blefling, muft give all the praife to God ; 


_ but if any thought it a burden, they mutt not therefore quarrel 


with Aaron, who is but what he is made, and doth as he is 
bidden. Thus he interefted God in the caufe, and fo might 
be fure of feeding well in his. appeal. 


12 {| And Mofes fent.to call Dathan and A- 
biram, the fons of Eliab.: which faid, We will 
not come up. 13: Zs it a {mall thing that thou 
haft brought us up out of a land that floweth 
with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilder- 
nefs, except thou make thyfelf altogether a 
prince over us? 14 Moreover, thou haft not 

‘brought us into a land that floweth with milk 
and honey, or given us inheritance of fields and 
vineyards: wilt thou put out the eyes of thefe 


men? we will mot come up. > 15 And. Mofeés 


was very wroth, and faid unto the Lorp, Re- 
{pe& not thou their offering: I have not taken 


them. 16 And Mofes faid unto Korah, Be thou 
and all thy. company before the Lorn, thou, 


“ and they, and Aaron to-morrow: 47 And take 
every man his cenfer, and put incenfe in them, - 


and bring, ye before the Lory every man his 


cenfer, two hundred: and fifty cenfers ; thou alfo 


and Aaron, each of you his cenfer. 18 And 
they took every man his cenfer, and put fire in 
them, and laid incenfe thereon, and ftood inthe 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation, with 
Mofes and:Aaron.. 19 And Korah gathered all 
the congregation again{t. them, unto the door 


of the tabernacle of the congregation: and the 


' gation. 


glory of the Lorp appeared unto all the congre- 
20 And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, 


- and unto Aaron, faying, 21 Separate. yourfelves 


from among this congregation, that I may con- 
fume them in«a moment. 22 And they fell 


‘ - upon their faces, and faid, O God, the God of 
_ the fpirits of all fleth, {hall one man fin, and wilt 


” 


thou be wroth with all the congregation ? © 
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~ not fee themfelves impofed upon. 


\ Hére is, Fir/f, the infolence of Dathan and Abiram, and 
their treafonable remonttrance. Mofes had heard what Korah 


- had to fay, and had anfwered it ; now he fammons Dathan and 


Abiram to bring in their complaints, ver. 12. : But they would 
not obey his fummons ; either becaufe they could not fax fhame 
fay that to his face, which they were refolved to fay, and then 
it is an inftance of fome remains of modelty in them} or ra- 
ther becaufe they would not fo far own his authority, and then 
it is an inftance of the higheft degree of impudence. They 
fpoke the language of Pharaoh himfelf, who tet. Mofes.at def- 
ance ; but they forgot how dear he paid for it. Had not their 


heads been wretchedly heated, and their hearts: — they 


might have confidered,. that if they regarded not thefe meflen- 
gers, Mofes could foon in God’s name fend meflengers of 
death for them. But thus the god. of this world: dfnds-the 
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mind of them that believe-not. -But bythe fame meflengers they _ 


fend their articles of impeachment. againft Mofes.. “And the 
charge runs very high. 
done them a great deal of wrong in bringing them out. of E- 
gypt, invidioufly calling that a land owing ewith milk and ho- 
ney, ver. 13. Onions, and garlic, and filh, they had indeed 
pleaty of in Egypt; but it never. pretended to mil and honey ; 
only they would thus banter the promife of Canaan. Ungrate- 
ful wretches, to reprefent that as an injury to them, which was 
really the greatelt favour that ever was beltowed upon any peo» 
ple! [2.]. They charge him with a defign upon’ their lives, 
that he intended ‘to &7l! them in this wilderne/s, though they 
were fo well provided for. And if they were fentenced to die 
in the ‘wildernefs,: they muft thank themfelves. Mofes would 
have healed them, and they would not be healed. 
charge Kim with a defign upon their liberties, that he meant. to 
enflave them, by making-himfelf a prince over them. A pringe 
over them! Was he not a tender father to them, nay, their 
humble fervant for the Lord’s fake ? Had they not their pro- 
perties fecured, their order preferved, juftice impartially adini- 
niftered ? did-they not live in eafe and honour? and yet they. 
complain as if Mofes’ yoke were heavier than Pharaoh’s. Aad: 


did Mofes make himfelf a prince? Far from it 5 how gladly - 


would he have declined the office at firft, how. ‘gladly would, 
he have refigned it many a time fince? and yet is thus put un- 
der the blackeft charatters of a tyrant and an ufurper. » (4. ] 
They charge him with cheating. them ; raifing their expecta- 
tions of a good land, and then defeating them, ver. 14. Thow 
haft not brought us, as thou promifed{t us, into ai land that 
floweth with milk and honey. And pray, whofe fault was that ? 
He had brought them to the borders of it, and was juft ready 
sunder God-to put them in poffeflion of it; but they thruft it 


away from’ them, and fhut the door againft themfelves; fo. 


that it was pufely their own fault that they were not now in 


f1.}- They charge him with having , 
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Canaan; and yet Mofes muft bear the blame. - Thus, when - 


the fooli/bne/s of man perverteth his way, his heart fretteth a- 
gaint the Lord,. Prov. xix. 3. [5.] They charge him in ¢e- 
neral with unfair dealing, that put out the eyes of thefe men, and 
then meant to lead them blindfold as he pleafed. The defign 
of all he did for them was to open-their eyes ;' and yet they in- 
finuate that he intended to put out their eyes, that they might 
Note, The wifeft and beft 


cannot pleafe every body, nor gain the good word of all> . 


Thofe often. fall under the higheft cenfures, who have merited 
the-higheft applaufe. Many a good work Mofes had {hewed’ 
them from the -Father, and for which of thefe do they reproach 
him ? 


Mofes, though the meekeft man; yet finding God reproached 
in him, was very wroth } he could not bear to fee’ a people 
ruining themfelves, for whofe falvation he had done fo much, 


Secondly, Mofes? juft refentment of their infolence, -ver. 15. | 
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{elves to God’s judgement, ver. 16, 17. 


hardened through the deceitfulnefs of fin. 


me 
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in this difcompofure, [t.] He appeals to God concerning his 
own integrity ; whereas they bafely refle€ted upon him as ambi- 
tious; covetous, and oppreflive, in making himfelf a prince o- 
ver them. God was his witnefs, 1. That he never got any 
thing by them: “ I have not taken one fs from them,” not 
only not by way of bribery and extortion, but not by way of 
recompenfe and gratuity for ali the good offices he had done 
them; he never took the pay of a general, or falary of a judge, 
much lefg the tribute of a prince. He got more in his eftate 
when he kept Jethro’s flock, than fince he came to be king in 
Jefhurun. _2. That they never loft any thing by him: either 
have I hurt any one of them, no not the leaft, no not the wortt, 
no not thofe that had been moft peevifh and provokiig to him: 
He never abufed his power to the fupport of wrong. Note, 
Thofe that have never blemifhed themfelves, need not fear be- 
ing blemifked-: When men condemn us we may be eafy, if 
our hearts condemn us not. [2.] He begs of God to plead 
his caufe and clear him, by fhewing his difpleafure at the in- 
cenfe which Korah and: his company were to offer, with whom 


_ Dathan and Abiram were in confederacy. Lord, faith he, 


refpeE not thou their offering. Wherein he feems to refer to 
the hiftory of Cain, lately written by his.own hand, of whom 
it is faid, that to him and his offering God had not refpedt, 
Gen. iv. 4. Thefe that followed the guin-faying of» Korah, 
aalked in the way of Cain, (they are put together, Jude ver. 
zr.) and therefore he prays they might be frowned upon as 
Cain was, and put to the fame confufion. 

Thirdly, Ufue joined between Mofes and his accufers, [1.] 
Mofes challenges them to appear with Aaron, next morning, 
at the time of offering up the morning incenfe, and refér them- 
Since he-could not 
convince them by his calm and affectionate reafoning, -he is 


xeady to enter into bonds to ftand God’s award, not doubt- 


ing but that God would appear to decide the controverfy. 


This reference he had agreed to before, ver. 6, 7.; and here 


adds only one claufe, which fpeaks his great condefcenfion to 
the plaintiffs, That Aaron, againft. whofe advancement, they 
excepted, though now advanced by the divine inftitution to 
the honour of burning incenfe within the tabernacle, yet upon 
this trial he fhould put himfelf into the place of a probationer, 
and ftand upon the level with Korah, at the door of the ta- 
bernacle ; nay, and Mofes himfelf would f{tand with them, fo 
that the complainant ‘hall have all the fair dealing he can de- 
fire ; and thus every mouth /hall be flopped. [[2.] Korah ac- 
cepts the challenge, and makes his appearance with Mofes and 
Aaron at the door of the tabernacle, to make good his preten- 
fions, ver. 18, 19. - If he had not had a very great {tock of 
impudence, he could not have carried on the maatter thus far. 
Had not he lately feen Nadab and Abihu, the confecrated 
priefts, {track dead, for daring to offer incenfe with wnhallocw- 
ed fires and could he and his accomplices expe to fare any 
better in offering incenfe with unballowed hands ? Yet to con- 
front Mofes and Aaron, in the height of his pride, he thus 
bids defiance to heaven, pretends to demand the divine accep- 
tance without a divine warrant 5 thus wretchedly is the heart 
They took every 
man his cenfer. Perhaps thefe were fome of the.cenfers‘which 
thefe heads of families had made ufe of at théir family-akars, 
before this part of religious fervice was confined to the prieft- 
hood, and the altar in the tabernacle ; and they would bring 
them into ufe and reputation again ; or, they might be com. 
mon chaffing-difhes; which were for their ordinary ufe. Now 
to.attend the folemn trial, and to be witneffes of the iffue, one 
would have-thought Mofes fhould have gathered the congrega- 
tion againft the rebels ; bat it feems Korah gathered them a- 
gaint Mofes, ver. 19; which intimates, that a great part of 
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the congregation fided with Korah, were at his beck, and. 
wifhed him fuccefs ; and that Korah’s hopes were very high 
of carrying the point againtt /xaron: For had he fufpeéted the 
goodnefs of his caufe, he would not have coveted to make the 
trial thus public; but kttle did he think that he was now cal- 
ling the congregation together to be the witnefles of his own. 
confufion. Note, Proud and ambitious men, while they are 
projecting their own advancement, often prove to have been 
preparing for their own more fhameful fall. 

Fourthly, Fhe judgement fet, and the Judge taking the tri- 
bunal, and threatening to give fentence again{t the whole con- 
gregation. [1.] The glory of the Lord appeared, ver. 19. 
The fame glory that appeared to inftall Aaron in his office at 
firft, Ley. ix. 23. now appeared to- confirm him in it, and te 
confound thofe that oppofe him, and fet up themfelves in com- 


petition with him. The Shechinah, or divine Majefty, the 


glory of the eternal Word, which ordinarily dwelt_ between 
the cherubims within the vail, now was publicly feen over the 
door of the tabernacle, to the terror of the whole congregation: ” 
For though they faw no manner of fimilitude, yet probably the. 
appearances of the light and fire -were fuch as plainly fhewed 
God to be angry with them, as when he appeared, Numb. 
xiv. 10. Nothing is more terrible to thofe who are confcious 
of guilt, than the appearances of divine glory ; for fuch a glo- 
rious Being mult be a formidable enemy. (2.) God threat- 
ened to confume them all in a moment, and in order to that bid 
Mofes and Aaron ftand from among them, vet, 21. God 
thus fhewed what their fin deferved, and how very provoking 
it was to him. See what a dasgerous thing it is to have fel- 
lowfhip with finners, and in the Jeaft to partake with them. 
Many of the congregation, it is likely, came only for company, 
following the croud, or for curiofity to fee the iffue; yet not 
coming as they ought to have done, to bear their teftimony a- 
gain{t the rebels, and openly to declare for God and Mofes, 
they had like to have been all confumed ina moment. If 
we follow the herd, into which the devil is entered, it is at our 
eril, cay 
Fifihly, The humble interceflion of -Mofes and Aaron for 
the congregation, ver. 22. -(1.) Their pofture was importu- 
ning ; they fell on their faces, proftrating themfelves before 


| God, as fupplicants in good earneft, that they might prevail 


for {paring mercy. ‘Though the people had treacheroufly de- 
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ferted them,’and {truck in with thofe that were in arms againft- 
them; yet they approved themfelves faithful to the truft re. - 


pofed in them, as fhepherds of Ifrael, which was to ftand in 
the breach, when they faw the flock in danger. Note, If o- 
thers fail in their duty to us, that doth not difcharge us from 
our duty to them; nor take off the obligations we lie under 
to feck their welfare. (2.) Their prayer was a pleading 
prayer, and it proved a prevailing one. Now, Ged had de- 
JSrroyed them, if Mofes had not turned awey bis wrath, Pfal, 
cvi. 2:.3 yet far be it from us to imagine, that Mofes was 
more conf:derate, or more compaflionate than God, in fuch a 
cafe as this; but God faw fit to fhew his juft difpleafure a- 
gain{t the fin of finners by the fentence, and at the fame time 
to thew his gracious candefeenfion to the prayers of faints, by 
the revocation of the fentence at the interceflion of Mofes. 
Obferve in the prayer, 17, The title they give to God, The 
God ef the fpirits of allfilga. See what man is: He isa fpi- 
rit in flefh, a foul embodied; a creature wonderfully compoun- 
ded. of heaven and earth. See what God is: He is the God 
of the fpinits of all mankind. He forms the /pirit, Zech. xii. 
1. He fathers #, Heb. xi. 9. He has an ability to fafhion 
it, Pfal. xxxiil. 15.3 and authority to difpofe of it; for he 
hath faid, i fouls are mine, Ezek. xviii. 4. They infinuate 
hereby, that though as the God of the Jpirits of all Aleth, he 


# 


might | ~ 
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-*, the Lorn. 
had made an end of fpeaking: all thefe words, | 
> that the ground clave afunder that-was under— 


- _ Ht ~s 


~ 


“might in fovereignty confume this congregation ia a moment, 
yet it was to be hoped, he would in mercy fpare them, not 
only becaufe they were the work of his own hands, and he 
fad a propriety in them, but becaufe being the God of Jpirits 


che knew their frame, and cou!d diftinguifh between the lead-_ 


ers and the led; between ‘thofe that finned malicioufly, and 
thofe who were drawn in by their wiles, and would make a 
“difference accordingly in his judgements. 2d/y, The argu- 
ment they infift‘on: It is much the fame with that which A- 
brabham urged in his interceflion for Sodom, Gen. xvill. 23. 
Wilt thou deftroy the righteous with the wicked? Such is the 
plea ‘here : Shall one man jin, and wilt thou be wroth usth all 


the congregation ®? Not but that it «was the fin of them all to | 
join in this matter, bat the great tranfgreffion was his that firft | 
Note, Whatever God may do in fove- | 
reignty and ftriét juftice, we have reaforto hope, that he will | 
not deftroy a congregation for the fin of one, but that righte- | 


hatched the treafon. 


oufnefs and peace having kiffed each other in the undertaking of 
the Redeemer ; mercy fhall rejoice again? judgement. 
‘Anew that all the congregation nut peri/h in the wilderne/s by 


degrees; yet he is thus earneft in prayer, that they might not | 
‘be confumed at once, and would reckon it a favour to obtain | 


areprieve. Lord, let.it alone this yeur. 


23 4 And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, fay- 
ing, 24 Speak unto the congregation, faying, | 
Get you up from about the tabernacle of Ko- | 
25 And Mofes rofe | 
up and went. unto Dathan and Abiram; and | 
26 And he | 
fpake unto the congregation, faying, Depart, 1 | 


rah, Dathan, and Abiram. 
the elders of Ifrael followed him. 


pray you, from the tents of thefe wicked men, 


‘and touch nothing of theirs, left ye be -confum- | 
27 So they gat up from | 
the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, | 
and Dathan and Abiram came | 
out, and ftood in the door of their tents, and | 
their wives, and their fons, and their-little chil- | 
dren. 28 And Mofes faid, Hereby ye ‘hall | 
know that the Lorp hath fent me todo all | 
thefe works: for I bave not done them of mine. | 
own mind. 29 If thefe men die the common }. 
death of all men, or if they be vifited’after the}. 
-yifitation of ail men: then the Lorp hath not. | 
fent me.- 30 But if the Lorp make a new | 
thing, and the earth open her mouth, and fwal-- 
low them up, with all that apaertain unto them, | 


ed in all their fins. 


‘on every fide: 


and they go down quick into-the pit ;-then ye 
‘Shall underftand that thefe men have provoked 
31 | And it came to pafs, as he 


them: 32 And the. earth opened her: mouth, 


and {wallowed them up, and their. houfes, and. 
all the men that appertained unto Korah): and. | 
_all their goods,.. 33 They, and all that apper-- 


tained to them, went down alive into the pit, 
and the earth clofed upon them: and they. 


Moles | 


| flee from this wrath to come: 


% 
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perifhed from among the congregation. 34 
And all Ifrael that were round about them, fled 
at the cry of them: for, they faid, Left the earth 
{wallow us up a//o, 

We have here the determining of the controverfy with Da- 
than and Abiram, that rebelled againft Mofes, as, in the next 
‘paragraph, the ke deciding of the controverfy with Korah 
aod his company that would be rivals with Aaron. It fhould 
feem that Dathan and Abiram had fet up a fpacious tabernacle 
in the midft of the tents of their families where they kept 
court, met in confult, and hung out their flag of defiance a- 
painft Mofes 3 it is here called the tabernacle of Korah, Da- 
than, and Abiram, ver. 24, 27. There, as in the place of. — 
rendezvous, Dathan and Abiram ftayed, when Korah and his 
friends went up to the tabernacle of the Lord, waiting the if 
fue of their trial ; but here we are told how they had their 
bufinefs done, before that trial was over. For God will take 
‘what ‘method he pleafes in his judgements. __ 

Firft, Public warning is given to the congregation to with- 
draw-immediately from the tents of the rebels. [1.] God 
bids Mofes fpeak to this purpofe, ver. 24. This was in an- 
fwer to Mofes’ prayer. He had begged that God would not 
deftroy the whale congregation: Well, faith God, I will not, 
provided they be fo wife as to fhift for their own fafety, and 
get out of the way of danger. If they will quit the rebels, well 
and good, they fhall not perifh with them; otherwife let them 
take what follows. Note, We cannot expect to reap benefit 
by the prayers of our friends for our falvation, unlefs we our- 
felves be diligent and faithful in making ufe of the means of 
falvation. For God never promifed to fave by miracles thofe 
that would not fave themfelves by means. _Mofes that hac 
prayed for them muft preach this to them, and warn them to 
[2.] Mofes accordingly repairs 
to the head-quarters of the rebels, leaving Aaron at the door 
of the tabernacle, ver. 25. Dathan and Abiram had contu- 
macioufly refufed to come up to him, ver. 12.3 yet he humbly 
condefcends to go down to them, to try if he could yet con- 
vince and reclaim them. Minifters muft thus aiid meekne/s in- 
Jfirud thofe that oppofe themfélves ; and not think it below them 
to ftoop to thofe that are moft {tubborn, for their good. Chrift 
himfelt Preeches out his hand to a rebellicus and gainfaying people. 
The feventy elders of Ifrael attended Mofes as his guard, to 


“fecure him from the infolences of the rabble ; and by their pre~ - 
fence to put an honour upon him, and, if pofhible, to ftrike an 


awe upon the rebels... It is our duty to contribute all we can- 
to the countenance and fupport' of injured mnocency and ho- 


~ nour: [3.] Proclamation is made, that all manner of perfons, 


as they tendered their own fafety, fhould forthwith depart fron 
the tents of thefe wicked men, ver. 26:3; and thus fhould fignify 
that they deferted their caufe and intere{t, detefted their crimes 
and counfels, and dreaded the punifhment coming upon them. 
Note, ‘Thofe that would not perifh with finners, mutt come out 


| from among them, and be feparate. .In vain do we pray, Gather 


not our fouls with sinners, if we fave not ourfelves ftom the 
untoward generation. _God’s people are called out of Baby- 
Jon, left they fhare both inher. fins, and in her plagues, Rev. 


Xvi. 4. 


Secondly, The congregation fakes the warning, but the re- 
bels themfelves continue obllinate, ver.27- [1.] God in mer- 
cy inclined the people to forfake the rebels. . They gat up from 


the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram; both thofe whofe, 


lot it was to pitch near them,. who doubtlefs with thenrfelves 


‘removed their families, and all their effeéts; and thofe alfo - 


who were come from all parts:of the camp to fee the iflue.. Tt 
was.in anfwer.to the prayer of Mofes, that God thus flirred:: 
Uo 
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up the heart of the congregation to fhift for their own prefer-— 


vation. Note, To thofe whom God will fave he gives repent- 
ance, that théy may_recover themfelves out of the fnare of the 
devil. Grace to feparate from evil-doers is one of the things 
that accompany falvation. [2.].God in juftice left the rebels 
to the obftinacy-and hardnefs of their own hearts. ‘Though 
they faw themfelves abandoned by all their neighbours, and fet 
up. as a mark to the arrows of God’s juftice: Yet inftead of 
falling down and humbling themfelves before. God and Mofes, 
owning their crime, and begging pardon; inftead of fleeing, 
and difperfing themfelves to feek for fhelter in the crowd; they 
impudently /food in the door of their tents, as if they would out- 
face. God himfelf, and dare him to do his worft. Thus were 
- their hearts hardened to their own deftruction, and they were 
fearlefs when their cafe was moft fearful. But what pity was 
it that their little children, who were not capable of guilt or fear, 
fhould, by the prefumption of their parents, be put in this au- 
dacious polture! Happy they who are taught betimes to baw 
before God, and not'as thofe unhappy little ones, to ftand it 
. ‘out againft him! 

Thirdly, Sentence is folemnly pronounced upon them by 
“Mofes in the name of the Lord, and the decifion of the con- 
troverfy is put upon the execution of that fentence by the al- 
mighty power of God. Mofes by divine inftin& and direGtion, 
when the eyes of all Ifrael. were faftened upon him, waiting the 
event, moved with a juft and holy indignation at the impudence 

_ of the rebels, boldly puts the whole matter to,a furprifing iffue, 
ver, 28,—30. [1.] Ifthe rebels die a common death, hewill 
be content to be called and counted an impoftor ; not only if they 

_ die a natural death, but if they die by any fort of judgement that 
has formerly been executed on other malefaétors ; if they die 
by the plague, or by fire from heaven, or by the fword; then 
fay, God has difowned me. , But, [2.] If the earth open and 
{wallow them up,. (a punifhment without precedent, ) then let 
all the houfe of Ifrael know affuredly that I am God’s fervant, 
fent by him, and employed-for him; and thofe that fight a- 
gainft me, fight again{t him, ‘The judgement itfelf would have 
been proof enough of God’s difpleafure againft the rebels, and 
would have given all men to underfland that they had provoked 

_the Lord; but when it was thus folemnly foretold, and ap- 
pealed to by Mofes, beforezhaad, when there was not the leaft 
previous indication of it from without, the convincing evidence 
of it was much the [tronger, and it was put beyond difpute, 
that he was not only a fervant but a favourite of heaven, who 
was intimately acquainted with the divine counfels, and could 
obtain fuch extraordinary appearances of the divine’ power in 
his vindication. ; 

Fourthly, Execution is imnediately done. It appeared that 
‘God and his fervant Mofes underftood ‘one another very well; 
for as foon as ever Mofes had fpoken the word, God did the 
work ; the earth clave afunder, ver. 31. Opened her mouth and 


fwallowed them all up, them and theirs, ver. 32.$ and then . 


clofed upon them, ver. 33. ‘This judgement was [1.] Unpa- 
ralleled. God in it ereated a new thing, did what he never did 
before ; for he has many arrows in his quiver; and there are 
diverfities of operations in wrath as well as mercy. Dathan 


and Abiram thought themfelves fafe becaufe they were at a) 


diftance from the Shechinah, whence the fire of the Lord had 
fometimes iflued: Qui procul a Fove (they fay) procul a ful- 
mine: But God made them know ‘that he was not tied up to 
one way. of punifhing ; the earth, when he pleafeth, fhall ferve 
his juflice as effectually as the fire. 
of the finners themfelves, to go down alive into their own 
eraves ; dead and buried in an inftant; to go down.thus tothe 
bars of the pit, when they were in their fu// Prength, wholly at 
tafe and quict. [/3.] It was fevere upon their poor children, 
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[2.] It was very terrible 
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who for the greater terror of the judgement and fuller indica- 
tion of the divine wrath, perifhed as parts of their parents ; im ~ 
which though we cannot particularly tell either how bad they 
might be to deferve it, or how good God might be otherwife 
to them to compenfate it, yet this we are fure, in the general, 
Infinite Juftice did them no wrong. Lar be st from God that 
he foowld do iniquity. [4.] It was altogether miraculous. ‘The: 
cleaving of the earth was as wonderful and as much above the 
power of nature, as the cleaving of the fea; and the clofing of: 
the earth again, more fo than the clofing of the waters. God. 


‘has all the creatures at his command, and can make any of ~ 


them, when he pleafeth, inftruments of his juftice ; nor will 
any of them be our friends, if he be our enemy. God now 
confirmed to Lrael, what Mofes had lately taught them in that 
prayer of his, Pfal. xc. 11. Who knows the power of thine an- 
ger? He hath, when he pleafeth, range punifhments for the 
workers of iniquity, Job xxxi. 3. Let us therefore conclude, 


‘Who is able to fiand before this holy Lord God? [5.] It was 


very fignificant. They fet their mouths againjt the heavens, and 
their throat was an open fepulchre; jultly therefore doth the 
earth open her mouth upon them, and {wallow them up. They. 
made a rent in the congregation; juftly therefore is the earth 
rent under them. Prefumptuous finners that hate to be reform- 
ed are a burden to the earth, the whole creation groans under 
them, which was here fignified by this, that the earth funk un- 
der thefe rebels, as weary of bearing them, and being under 
them: And confidering how the earth is ftill in like manner 
loaded with the weight of iniquity, we have reafon to wonder, 
that this was the only time it ever funk under its load. La/lly, 
It was typical of the eternal ruin of finners, that die impenitent, 
who perhaps, in allufion to this, are faid to fink down into the 
pit, Pfal.ix. 15. and to go down quick into hell, Pfal. lv. 15. 
But David, even when he finks in deep mire, yet prays in faith, 
Let not the pit fhut her mouth upon me, as it. doeth on the dam- 
ned, between whom and life there is a gulf fixed, Pfal. Ixix. 2, 
His cafe was bad, but not, like this, defperate. 
Fifthly, A\l Urael is alarmed at the judgement, ver. 34. 
They fled at the cry of them. They cried for help when it was 
too late; their doleful fhiieks, inftead of fetching their neigh- 
bours in to their relief, drove them fo much the farther off ; 
for knowing their own guilt, and one anothers, they haftened 
one another, faying, Left the earth fwallow us up alfo. Note, 
Others ruins fhould be our warnings. Could we by faith hear 
the outcries of thofe that are gone down to the bottomlefs pit, 
we would give more diligence than we do to efcape for our 
lives, left-we alfo come into that condemnation. é pote 
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. 35 And there came out a fire from the Lorp, — 
and confumed the two hundred and fifty men — 
that offered incenfe. 36 4 And the Lorn fpake 
unto Mofes, faying, 37 Speak unto Eleazar the — 
fon of Aaron the prieft; that he take up the 
cenfers“out of the burning, and {catter thou the _ 
fire yonder ; for they are hallowed. 38 The 
cenfers of thefe finners againft their own fouls, 
let them make them broad plates for a covering 
of the altar: for they offered them before the 
Lorp, therefore they are hallowed: and they . 
fhall be a fign unto the children of Ifrael. 39. 
And Eleazar the prieft took the brazen cenfers; 
wherewith they that were burnt had offered; 
and they, were made broad plates fora cover- © 
ing of the altar: 40 Yo be a memorial unto the — 
war ; . children ~ 
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‘children of Ifrael, that no ftranger, which zs not 


~ 


of the feed of Aaron, come near to offer incenfe 
before the Lorn; that he be not as Korah, and 
‘as his company: as the Lorp faid to him by 
the hand of Moles. 


We mutt now look back to the door of the tabernacle, where 
we left the pretenders to the priefthood with their cenfers in 


their hands ready to offer incenfe; and here we find, 


Firf, Vengeance taken on them, ver. 35. It is probable, 
at the fame time that the earth opened in the camp to fwallow 
up Dathan and Abiram, a fire went out from the Lord, and 


- confumed the two hundred and fifty men that offered incenfe, and 


Aaron that {tood with them was preferved alive. This pu- 
nifament was not indeed /o new a thing as the former, for Na- 
dab and Abihu thus died ; but it was no lefs ftrange or dread- 


ful: And in it appeared, (1.) That our God is a confuming 


je. Is thunder a fenfible indication of the terror of his voice ? 
Lightning is fo of the power of his hand. We mutt fee in 
this his fery indignation which devours the adverfaries, and. in- 
fer from it what a fearful thing it is to fall into the hands of 
the living God, Heb. x. 27,—31. (2.) That it is at our pe- 
ril, if we meddle with that which does not belong to us. God 
is jealous of the honour of his own inftitutions, and will not 
haye them invaded. 
confumed with thefe two hundred and fifty that pretended to 
offer incenfe; for the priefthood was the thing that he aimed at, 
and therefore we have reafon to think he would not quit his 
poft at the door of the tabernacle. But behold, they are made 


Sacrifices to the juftice of God, who flattered themfelves with 


the hopes of being prieffs. Had they been content with their 


- -office as Levites, which was facred, and honourable, and better 


than they deferved, they might have lived and died with. joy 
and reputation: But, like the angels that finned, leaving their 
Jirft eftate, and aiming at the honours that were not appointed 
them, they were thru/? down to hades, their cenfers {truck out 


of their hands, and their breath out of their bodies by a burn- 


ing, which typified the vengeance of eternal fire. 

Secondly, Care is taken to perpetuate the remembrance of this 
vengeance. No mention is made of the taking up of their car- 
cafes, the {cripture leaves them as dung upon the face of the 
earth ; but orders are given about their cenfers, (1.) That 
they be fecured, becaufe they are hallowed ; Eleazar is char- 
ged with this, ver. 37. ‘Thofe invaders.of the priefthood had 
proceeded fo far, by the divine patience’ and permiffion, as to 


~ kindle their incenfe with fire from off the altar, which they 


were fuffered to ufe for experiment fake ; but as foon as they 
had-kindled their fire, God kindled another which put a final 
period to their pretenfions. Now Eleazar is ordered to /catter 
the fire, with the incenfe that was kindled with it, in fome un- 
clean place without the camp, to fignify God’s abhorrence of 
their offering as a polluted thing; The facrifice of the wicked 
és abomination to the Lord: But he is to gather up the cenfers 
out of the mingled burning, God’s fire, and theirs; becaufe 
they are hallowed. Having been ‘once put to a holy ufe, and 
that by God’s own order (though only for trial) they muft 
not return to common fervice: So fome underftand it. Ra- 


‘ther, They are devoted ; they are an anathema ; and therefore, 
' as all devoted things, they mult be made fome way or other 
~ feryiceable to the glory of God. 


(2.) That they be ufed in 
the fervice of the fanétuary, not in cenfers, that would rather 
have put honour upon the ufurpers, whofe difgrace was-intend- 
ed; nor was there occafion for brazen cenfers, the golden al- 
tar was ferved with golden ones; but they muft be beaten into 
broad plates fora covering of the brazen altar, ver. 38,—40. 
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It is moft probable, Korah himfelf was _ 
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Thefe pretenders thought to have ruined the altar, by laying 
the priefthood in common again; but to fhew that Aaron’s 
office was fo far from being fhaken by their wmpotent malice, 
that it was rather confirmed by-it, their cenfers which offered 
to rival his were ufed both for the adorning. and for the pre- 
ferying of the altar at which he miniftered. Yet this was not 
all; this covering of the altar mu{t be a memorial to the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, throughout their generations, of this great event. 
Though there was fo much in it aftonifhing, and though Mo 
fes was to record it in his hiftory, yet there was danger of its _ 
being forgotten in procefs of time: Impreffions that feem deep, . 
are not always durable; therefore it was necéflary to appoint 
this record. of the judgment, that the Levites who attended 
this altar, and had their inferior fervices appointed them, might 
learn to keep within their bounds, and be afraid of tranfgref- 


‘fing them, left they fhould be made like Korah and his compa- 


ny, who were Levites, and would have been priefts. Thefe 
cenfers were preferved in terrorem, that others might hear and 
fear, and do no more prefumptuoufly. Thus has God provided 
that his wonderful works, both in mercy and judgment, fhould 
be had in everlafting remembrance, that the end of them may 
be anfwered, and they may ferve for inftruction and admonition 
to thofe on whom the ends of the world are come. 


41 ¥ But on the morrow all the congregation 
of the children of Ifrael murmured again{ft Mo- 
fes and againft Aaron, faying, Ye have killed 
the people of the Lorp. 42 And it came to 
pafs when the congregation was gathered a- 
gainft Mofes and againft Aaron, that they looked 
toward the tabernacle of the congregation: and 
behold, the cloud covered it, and the glory of 
the Lorp appeared. 43 And Mofes and Aa- 


‘ron came before the tabernacle of the congre- 


gation. 44 4 And the Lorp fpake unto Mo- 
fes, faying, 45 Get you up from among this con- 
gregation, that I may confume. them as in a 
moment: and they fell upon their faces. 46 
@ And Mofes faid untae Aaron, Take a cenfer, 
and put fire therein from off the altar, and put 
on incenfe, and go quickly unto the congrega- 
tion, and make an atonement for them: for 
there is wrath gone out from the Lorn ;. the 
plague is begun. 47 And Aaron took as Mofes 
commanded, and ran into the midft of the con-. 
gregation; and behold, the plague was begun 
among the people: and he put on incenfe, and 
made an atonement for the people. 48 And, 
he ftood between the dead and the living, and 
the plague was flayed. 49 Now they that died 
in the plague, were fourteen thoufand and fe- 
ven hundred, befide them that died about the 
matter of Korah. 50 And Aaron returned un- 


_to Mofes, unto the door of the tabernacle of the 


congregation: andthe plague was flayed. 


Here is, Firf, A new rebellion raifed, the very.next day, 
againft Mofes and Aaron. Be aftonifhed, O heavens, at this, 
and wonder, O earth! Was there ever fuch an inftance of the 
incurable corruption of finners, ver. 41. Om the morrow the 
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body of the ‘people mutinied, (1.) Though they were but 
newly terrified by the fight of the punifhment of the rebels. 
The fhrieks of thofe finking finners, thofe finners againft their 
own fouls, were yet founding in their ears ; the {mell of the 
fire yet remained, and the gapping earth was fcarce thorough- 


ly clofed ; and yet the fame fins are re-aGted, and all thefe _ 


warnings flighted. (2.) Though they were but newly faved 
from fhasing in the fame punifhment, and the furvivors were as 
brands plucked out of the burning ; yet they fly in the face of 
Mofes and Aaron, to whofe intercefion they owed their pre- 
fervation. Their charge runs very high: Ye have killed the 
people of the Lord. Could any thing have been faid more un- 
juttly and malicioufly ? They canonize the rebels, calling them 
the people of the Lord, who died in arms againft him; they 
figmatize divine juftice itfelf: It was plain enough Mofes and 
faron had no hand in their death, they did what they could 
to fave them ; fo that in charging them with murder, they did 
in effe@t charge God himfelf with it. The continued obftina- 


cy of this people, notwith{tanding the terrors of God’s law, as — 
it was given on mount Sinai, and the terrors of his judgments, | 


as they were here executed on the difobedient, fhews how ne- 
ceflary the grace of God is to the effeétual change of mens 
hearts and lives, without which the moft likely means will ne- 
yer attain the end, _ Love will do what fear could not. 
Secondly, God’s fpeedy appearing again{t the rebels. When 
they were gathered againft Mofes and Aaron, perhaps with de- 


fign to depofe or murder them, they looked towards the taber- | 


nack, as if their mifgiving confciences expected fome frowns 
from thence ; and dehald, the glory of the Lord appeared, ver. 
42. for the protection of his fervants, and confufion of his and 
their accufers and adverfaries. Mores and Aaron thereupon 
came before the tabernacle, partly for their own fafety ; there 
_ they took fan@uary from the ftrife of tongues, Pfal. xxxvui. 


5-—XXX1. 20.; and partly for advice, to know what was the | 


mand of God upon this occafion, ver. 43. Juftice hereupon 
declares, They deferve to be confumed in a moment, ver. 45. 
Why fhould they live another day, who hate to be reformed, 
and whofe rebellions are their daily practices? Let juft ven- 


geance take place, and do its work, and the trouble with them 
will foon be over; only Mofes and Aaron miuit firft be fe-— 


cured. 


Thirdly, The interceflion which Mofes and Aaron made » 


for them. Though they had as much reafon, one would think, 
as Elias had, to made intercefion againjt I/rael, Rom. xi. 7. 
yet they forgive and forget the indignities offered them, and 
are the beft friends their enemies have. (1.) They, both fe// 
on their faces, humbly to intercede with God for mercy, know- 
ing how great their provocation was. This they had done fe- 
veral times before, upon the like occafion; and though the peo- 

le had bafely requited them for it, yet God having graciouf- 
ly accepted them, they {till have recourfe to the fame method. 
This is praying always. (2.) Mofes. perceiving that the 


plague was begun in the congregation of the rebels, Ze. that | 


body of them which was gathered together againft Mofes, fends 


Aaron by an aé of his prieftly office to make atonement for | 


them, ver. 46.: And Aaron readily went; burnt incenfe be- 


, tween the living and the dead, not to purify the infeed air, | 


but to pacify an offended God; and fo ftaid the progrefs of 
the judgment, ver. 47. 


By this it appeared, [1.] That Aaron was a very good man, | 


and a man that had a true love for the children of his people, 
though they hated and envied him. 
avenging his quagrel, and pleading the caufe of his priefthood, 
yet he interpofeth to turn away God’s wrath. Nay, forgetting 
his age acd gravity, he ran into the mid{t of the congregation 
t@help them. He did not fay, “ Let them fimart a.while, 
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Though God was now | 
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and then when I come I fhall be the more welcome ;” but, as 
one tender of the life-of every Ifraelite, he makes) all poflible 
{peed into the gap at which death was entering, Mofes and 
Aaron had been charged with Ailing the people of the Lord, 
with which they might juftly have upbraided them now ; could 
they expect thofe to be their faviours, whom they had fo invi- 
dioufly called their murderers ? But thofe good men have taught. 
us here by their example, not to-be fullen towards thofe that 
are peevifh-with us, nor to take the advantage which men give 
us by their provoking language, to deny them any real kind- 
nefs which it is in the power of our hands to do them. We 
muft render good for evil. . [2.] That Aaron was a very 
bold man: Bold, to venture into the mid{t of an enraged rab- 
ble, that were gathered together againft him, and who, for 
ought he knew, might be the more exafperated by the prague 
that was begun: Bold, to venture into the mid{t of the infec- 
tion where the arrows of death flew thickeft, and hundreds, ~ 
nay thoufands, were falling on his right and Jeft hand. “To 
fave their lives, he put his own into his hand, not counting it 
dear to him, fo he might but fulfil his miniftry. [3.] That 
Aaron was a man of God, and ordained for men in things per- 
taining to God. His call to the priefthood was hereby abun- 
dantly confirmed, and fet above all contradiation: God had 
not only faved his life, when the intruders were cut off, but 
now made him an inftrument of faving Ifiael. Compare the 
cenfer of Aaron here, with the cenfers of thofe finners againj} 
their own fouls. ‘Thofe provoked Gad’s anger, this pacified 
it; thofe deftroyed mens lives, this faved them; no room 
therefore is left to doubt of Aaron’s call to the priefthood. 
Note, Thole that make out the beft title to public honours, 
that lay cut themfelves moft for the public good, and obtain 
mercy of the Lord to be faithful and afeful. If any man-wall 
be great, let him make hinifelf the fervant of all. [4.] That 
Aaron was a type of Chri/?, who came into the world to make 
atonement for fin, and to turn away the wrath of Ged from 
us; and who by his mediation and interceflion, jfiands between 
the hving and the dead, to fecure his chofen Trael to himfelf, 
and fave them out of the midft of a world infeed with fin and 
the curfe. i ; : / 

Fourthly, The refult and iffue of the whole matter. 1. 
God’s juftice was glorified in the death of fome: Great exe- 
cution the fword of the Lord did in a very little time. ‘Tho’ 
Aaron made all the hafte he could, yet before he could reach 
his-poft of fervice, there were fourteen thoufand feyen hundred 
men laid dead upon the fpot, ver. 49. There were but a few 
comparatively that died about the matter of Korah, the ring- 
leaders only were made examples; but the people not being 
led to repentance by the patience and forbearance of God. with 
them, juftice is not now fo {paring of the blaod of the Irae~ 
Ines. They cried out of the death of a few hundreds as an 
unmerciful flaughter made among the people of the Lord; but 
here God filenceth that complaint, by the flaughter of many 
thoufands, Note, Thofe that quarrel with lefler judgments, 
prepare greater for themfelves ; for when God judgeth, he will 
overcome. 2. His mercy was glorified in the prefervation of 
the reft. God fhewed them what he could do by his power, 
and what he might do in juftice ; but then’ fhewed them what 
he could do in his love and pity : He would preferve them a _ 
people to himfelf for all this, in and by a Mediator. The 


_ Cloud of Aaron’s incenfe coming from his hand faid the plague. c 


Note, It is much for the glory of God’s goodnefs, that many 
a time, even in wrath, he remembers mercy; and even when 
judgments have been begun, prayer has puta ftop to tkem; fo 


death of fianers. . 


ready is he to forgive, and fo little pleafuredoth he take in the. 


CHAP... — 
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CRap. XVI 


Cat: ACB. XVI. 
Enough bad been done in the chapter before to quafb all the 
pretenfions of the families of the tribe of Levt that woyld 

_ fet up in competition with Aaron, and to make tt appear 
“that Aaron was the head of that tribe; but it seems, 
aghen the matter was fettled, the princes of the reft of the 
tribes began to murmur: If the head of a tribe muft be 
prieft, why not the bead of fame other tribe thansthat of 
Levi. He that fearcheth the hearts, knew this thought to 
be in the breaft of fome of them; and before it broke out 
"into any overt aé?, gragioufly anticipated 2, to. prevent 

_blood-fbed ; and it is done by miracle im this chapter; not 

_ amiracle of wrath; as before, but of grace. 1. The mat- 
ter is put upon trial by the bringing of twelve rods, one 
for each prince, before the Lord, ver. 1,~-7. U1. Upon 
trial, the matier is determined by the miraculous bleffam- 
ing of Aaron's rod, ver. 8,9. III. The decifion of the 
controverfy is regiflered by the prefervation of the rod, ver. 
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rael will not be ruled ; and that is the quarrel. (3.) It is an 
inftance of the grace of God, that having wrought divers mi- 
racles to punifh fin, he would work one more.on purpofe to 
prevent it. God has effectually provided that the obftinate 
fhall be left inexcufable, and every mouth fhall be flopped. if 
rael was very prone to murmur both againft God, and again{f 
their governorss now, faith God, 7 dill make.to cease from me 
the murmurings of the children of LIfrael, ver. 5. If any thing 
will convince them, they fhall be convinced ; and if this will 
not convince them, nothing will. This was to be to them, as 
Chrilt faith, the fign of the prophet Jonas; that is, his own re- 
furrection fhould be to the men of that generation, the highalt 
proof of his miflion that fhould be given them. 

The direétions are, (1.) That twelve rods, or ftaves, fhould 
be brought in. It is probable they were not now frefh cut out 
of a tree, for then the miracle had not been fo great; but that 
they were the {taves which the princes ordinarily ufed @s en- 
figne of theit authority ; of which we read chap. xxi. 18.3 old 


10,11. IV. The people acquiefce in it with fome réluffan- dry ftaves that had no fap in them ; and it is very poflible they 


EY) Ver. 12, T3- 


& ND the Lorp fpake unto Motes, faying, 
. 2Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and 


take of every one of them a rod, according to 


the honfe of their fathers, of all their princes, 
according to the houfe of their fathers, twelve 


‘rods: write thou.every man’s name upon his 


rod. 3 And thou fhalt write Aaron’s name up- 
on the rod ef Levi: for one rod /hall be for the 
head of the houfe of their fathers. 4 And thou 


- fhalt lay them up in the tabernacle of the con- 


of the priefthood. 


gregation, before the teftimony, where I will 
meet with you. 5 And it fhall come to pafs, 
that the man’s rod whom I fhall chufe, fhall 
blofiom: and I will make to ceafe from me 
the murmurings of the children of Lrael, where- 
by they murmur again you. 6 And Mofes 
f{pake unto the children of Hrael, and every one 
of their princes gave hima rod a-piece, for each 
prince one, according to their fathers houfes, 
even twelve rods: and the rod of Aaron was 
among their rods.. 7 And Mofes laid up the 
rods before the Lorn, in the tabernacle of wit- 
nefs, hae | 
_ Here is, Fir/?, Orders given for the bringing ia of a rod for 
every tribe; (which was fignificant enough, for the word here 
ufed for a rod fometimes fignifies a éribe,-as particularly Num. 


“ 


“&Xxivs 13.); that God, by a miracle. wrought on purpofe, 


might make it known on whom he had conferred the honour 
(1.) It feems, then, the priefthood was a 


+ preferment worth feeking and ftriving for, even by the princes 
pr g g 5 Pp 


of the tribes. It is an honour to the greateft of men to be 
employed in the fervice of God. Yet perhaps thefe contend- — 


ed for it, rather for the fake of the profit and power that at- 
tended the office, than for the fake of that in it which was di- 


wine and facred. (2.) It feems likewife, after all that had been 
done to fettle this matter, there were thofe who would be rea- 
dy upon any, eccafion to conteft it. They would not acquiefce 


in the divine appointment, but would make an intereft in op- | 


rT 


polition. to it, 


They ftrive with God for the dominion, and 


the queftion is, Whofe will fhall and? God. willwule, but If 


ad 


might all be made of the almond-tree. It fhould {2em they 
were but ¢qwe/ve in all, with Aaron’s; for when Levi comes 
into the count, Ephraim and Manaffch make but one, under, 
the name of Jofeph. (2.) That the name of each prince fhould 
be written upon his rod, that every man fhould know his own, 
and to prevent contelts. Writing is often a good prefervatiye 
againft ftrife, for what is written may be appealed to. (3.)'That 
they fhould be laid up ia the tabernacle, for one night, before 
the tefimony, i. e. before the ark, which, with its mercy-teat, 
was a fymbol, token, or teftimony of God’s prefence\with them. 
(4.) They were to expeét, being told it before, that the tribe 
or prince whom God ehofe to the priefthood, his rod fhould 
bud and bloffom, ver. 5. It was requifite they fhould be told 
of it, that.it might appear not to be cafual, but \according to the 
counfel and will of God. img 
Secondly, Vhe preparing of the rods accordingly. ‘The prin- 
ces brought them in; fome of them, perhaps, fondly expecting 
that the choice would fall upon them ; and all of them think- 
ing it honour enough to be competitors with Aaron, and to 
Stand candidates even for the priefthood, ver. 7. And Mofes 
laid them up before the Lord. He did not object, that the mat- 
ter was fufficiently fettled already, and enough done to convince 
thofe that were not invincibly hardened in their prejudices. He 
did not undertake to determine the controverfy himfelf, though 
it might eafily have been done; nor-did he fuggeeft that it would 
be to,no purpofe to offer fatisfadion to a people that were wil- 
lingly blind: But fince God will have iefo, he did his part, 
and lodged the cafe before the Lord, to whom the appeal was 
made by confent, and left it with him. 


8 And it came to pals that on the morrow 
Mofes went into the tabernacle of witnefs ; and 
behold, the rod of Aaron for the houfe of Levi 
was budded,and brought forth buds,and bloom- 
ed blofioms, and yielded almonds. o And Mo- 
fes brought out all the rods from before the 
Lorp, unto all the children of Ifrael: and’ they 
looked, and took every man his rod. ro And 
the Lory faid unto Mofes, Bring Auron’s rod 
again before the teftimony, to be kept for a to- 
ken againtt the rebels; and thou thalt quite take 
away their murmurings from me, that they die 
not. x1 And Mofes did /o: as the Lorp com- 
manded him, fo did he. 12 And the children 
of Hrael fpake unto Mofes, faving, Behold,..we 
id BES die, 


af 


$16 


die, we perifh, we all perifh. 13 Whofoever 
cometh any thing near unto the tabernacle of 
the Lorp, fhall:die: Shall we be confumed with 
dying? é 


Here is,’ Fir/t, The final determination of ‘the controverfy 
COncerning the priefthood’ by-a miracle, ver. 8, 9. The rods, 
or ftaves, were brought ont from” the moft holy place where 
they were laid up, and publicly produced before the people ; 
and while all the reft of the rods remained as they were, Aa- 
ren’s rod only, of a dry ftick, became a living branch, budded, 
and bloomed, and yielded almonds. In fome places there were 
buds, in others dloffoms, in others fruit, at the fame time; this 
was miraculous, and took away all fufpicion of a fraud, as if in 
the night Mofes had taken away Aaron’s rod, and put a living 
branch’ of an almond-tree in the room of it; for no ordinary 


branch would have buds, bloffoms, and fruits, upon it all at . 


once. Now, [1.] This was a plain indication to the people, 
that Aaren was chofen to the priefthood, and not any other of 
the princes of the tribes. Thus he was diftinguifhed from them, 
and manifefted to be under the {pecial blefling of heaven, which 
fometimes yieldeth increafe, where there is neither planting nor 
watering by the hand of man. Bifhop Hall here obferves, that 
fruitfulnefs is the beft evidence of a divine call; and that the 
_plants of God’s fetting, and the boughs cut off from them, will 
flourifh. See Pfal. xcit. 12,14. The trees of the Lord, 


though they feem dry trees, are full of fap. [2.] It was a ve- | 


ry proper fign to reprefent the priefthood itfelf, which was here- 
by confirmed to Aaron. (1.) That it fhould be fruitful, ufe- 
ful, and ferviceable, to the church of God. It produced not 


only Bloffoms, but a/monds ; for the priefthood was defigned, © 


not: only for an honour to Aaron, but for a bleffing to Ifrael. 
Thus Chrift ordained his apoftles and minifters that they fhould 
go and bring forth fruit, and that their fruit /hould remain, 
John xv. 16. (2.) That there fhould be a fucceflion of priefts; 
here were not only almonds for the prefent, but buds and blof- 
foms promifing more hereafter. Thus hath Chrift provided in 
his church, that @-/eed fhould /erve him from generation to ge- 
neration. (3.) That yet this priefthood fhould not be perpe- 
tual, but in procefs of time, like the branches and bloffoms. of 
a tree, fhould fail and wither. The flouri/hing of the almond- 
ivee is mentioned as one of the figns of old age, Ecel. xii. 5. 
This character was betimes put upon that priefthood, which 
foon became o/d, and ready to vanifh away, Heb. viii. 13. £3.) 
it was a type and figure of Chrift and’ his priefthood : For he 
is the Man, the Branch, Zech, vi. 12. that is to be a Prieft 
upon bis throne, as it follows there; and was to grow up before 
God, as this before the ark, /ke a tender plant, and a root out 
of a dry ground, Ma. lil. 2. 

Secondly, The record of this determination,, by the prefer- 
ying of the rod before the teftimony, in perpetuam rei memo- 
riam, ver. 10, 11. It is probable the buds and bloffoms and 
fruit countinued frefh; the fame divine power that produced 
them in a night, preferved them for ages, at leaft fo long at it 
was neceflary for a token againft the rebels, So it was.a f{tand- 
ing miracle, and the continuance of it was an undeniable proof 
. of the truth of it. Even the leaf of God’s'tree /hall not wi- 
ther, Pfal. i. 3. Fhis rod was preferved, as the cen/ers were, 
to take away iheir. murmurings, that they die not, Note, 1 
The.defign of God in \all his providences, both mercies and 
judgments, and.in the memorials of them, is to take away 
fin, and to prevent that, Thefe things are done, thefe things 
written, that we fin not,-1 John ii. r. Chrift was mani- 
felted to take away jin. 2. What God doth for the taking a- 
way. of fin, is done in seal kindnefs to us, that we die not. All 
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the bitter potions he gives, and all the fharp methods he ufes 
with us, are for the cure of a difeafe which _otherwife would 


certainly be fatal. Bifhop Hall obferves here, that the tables i 


of the law, the pot of manna, and Aaron’s rod, were prefer- 
ved together in or about the ark, (the apoftle takes notice of 
them all three together, Heb. ix. 4.) to fhew to after-ages how 
the ancient church was aught and fed, and ruled ; and infers 
how precious the dodrine, facraments, and government of the 
chutch is to him, and fhould be to us. The rod of Mofes was: 
ufed in working many miracles; yet we do not find that that 
was preferved, for the keeping of that would ferve only to gra- 
tify mens curiofity ; but the rod. of Aaron, which carried its 
miracle along with it, was carefully preferved, becaufe that 
would be of {tanding ufe to convince mens confciences, to fi- 
lence all difputes about the priefthood, and to confirm the faith 
of God’s Ifrael in his inftitutions. Such is the difference be- 
tween the facraments Chrilt has appointed for edification, and 
the reliques men have devifed for fupertftition. 

Thirdly, The out-cry of the people hereupon, ver. 12, 13. 
Behold we die, we perifa, we all perifh : Shall we be confumed 
with dying ? This may be confidered as the language, either, 
(1.) Of a repining people, quarreiling with the judgments of 
God, which by their own pride and obj{tinacy, they had brought 
upon themfelves. They feem to fpeak defparingly, as if God 
were a hard mafter, that fought advantage againit them, and 
took all occafions to pick quarrels with them, fo that if they 
trod ever fo little awry, if they {tept ever fo little beyond their 
bounds, they muft die, they muft peri/>, they mult all perifh : 
bafely infinuating, that God would never be fatisfied with their 
blood and ruin, till he had made an end of them all, and they, 
were confumed with dying. Thus they feem to be like a wild 
bull in a net, full of the fury of the Lord, Va. li. 20. ; fretting 
that God was too hard for them, and they were forced to 
truckle only becaufe they could not help it. Note, It is a very. 
wicked thing to fret againft God when we are in affli@ion, and 
in our difire/s thus to treffpafs yet more, If we die, if we pe- 


rifh, it is long of ourfelves, and the blame will lie npon our own | 


heads. Or, (2.) Of a repenting people. Many interpreters. 
take it as fpeaking their fubmifion: “ Now we fee it is the 
will of God we fhould keep our diftance, and it is at our peril 
if we draw nearer than is appointed ; and we fubmit to the 
divine will in this appointment, we will not contend any more, 
left we a/l perifb :” And they engaged Mofes to intercede for 
them, that they might not be all con/umed with dying. 'Thus 
the point was gained ; and in this matter God quite tok away 
their murmurings, aod from henceforward they acquiefced. 
Note, When God judgeth he will overcome, and one way or 
other will oblige the moft obftinate gain-fayers to confefs their 


folly fooner or later, and that wherein they dealt proudly he . 


was above them. Vici/fi Gallilae. 


CH AP: XVIIE 


Aaron being now fully cfablifbed in the prisfhood, abune.. 
dantly to his own. fati:fedion, and to the fatisfaction of ~ 
the people, which was the good God brought out of the « 


envi oppofition made to him 3) tn this chapter God gives 


him full. infirudions concerning bis office, or rather re~ . 


peats thofe he had before given hin... He tells. him, 
1. What muft.be his work, and the-care and charge com= 


mitted to him; and what affiftance he Joould have fron - 

the Levites in that work, ver, 15—7.. Il. What fhould 
be his woges, and the Levites, for this work, (1) The 
perquifites, or fees peculiar to the priefts, ver. 8,—19. 


(2.) The fettled maintenance of the Levites, yer. 20,—. 


24. . (3+) The bortion which mufl be paid to the prices — 
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out of the Levites maintenance, ver. 2 5-32. Thus 


every one knew what he had to do, and what he had to 


five upon. 


-& ND the Loro faid uato Aaron, Thou, and 
j~% thy fons, and thy father’s houfe -vith thee, 
fhall bear the iniquity of the fanctuary: and 
thou and thy fons with thee fhall bear the ini- 
quity of your priefthood. 2 And thy brethren 
alfo of the tribe of Levi, the tribe of thy father, 
bring thou with thee, that they may be joined 
unto thee, and minifter unto. thee: but thou 
and thy fons with thee /ball mini/ter before the 
tabernacle of witnefs. 3 And they fhall keep 
thy charge, and.the charge of all the taberna- 
ele: only they fhall not conte nigh the veffels 
of the fanctuary and the altar, that neither they; 
nor you alfo die. 4 And they thall be joined 
unto-thee, and keep the charge of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, for all the fervice of 
the tabernacle: anda ftranger fhall not come 
nigh unto you. .5 And ye fhall keep the charge 
of the fanctuary, and the charge of the altar; 
that there be no wrath any more upon the chil- 
dren of Ifrael. 6 And I, behold, I have taken 
your brethren the Levites from among the chil- 
dren of Ifrael: to you they are given usa gift 


for the Lorp, to do the fervice of the tabernacle - 


of the congregation. 7 Therefore thou and thy 
fons with thee, thall keep your priefts office for 
every thing of the altar, and within the vail, and 
ye fhall ferve: I have given your priefts office 
unto you, as a fervice of gift: and the firanger 
that cometh nigh, fhail be put to death. 


The coherence of this chapter with that foregoing, is very . 


, obfervable.. nes, 
[1.] The people, in the clofe of that chapter, had com- 
plained of -the difficulty and peril that there was in drawing 


near to God, which put them under fome dreadful apprehen- 


fions, that the tabernacle in the mid{t of them, which they 
hoped would have been their joy and glory, would rather be 


their.terror and ruin ; Now, in anfwer to this complaint, God . 


here gives them to underftand by Aaron, that the priefts fhould 
come near for them, as their reprefentatives; fo that, though 
the people were obliged to keep their diftance, yet that fhould 


not at all redound to their difgrace or prejiidice, but their com- | 
_ fortable communion with God fhould be kept up by the inter- 


pofal of the priefts. j 
[3.7] A great deal of honour God had now newly put up- 
a on Aaron; his rod had budded and bloffomed, when.the rods 
*- of the reft of the princes remained dry, and deftitute. either 
of fruit or ornament: Now, left Aaron fhould be. puffed up 
with the abundance of the favours that were done hii, and the 
miracles that were wrought for the fupport of him in-his high 
- ftation, God comes to him, to mind him of the burden that 
was laid upon him, and the duty required from him as a prieft. 
“He would fee reafor not to be proud of his preferment, but to 
receive the honours of his office with reverence and holy trem- 


Hy ‘bling, when he canfidered how great the care and charge was 
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that was committed to him, and how hard it would be for him - 
to give a good account of the difcharge of it. Be not high- 
minded, but fear.” 

_ 1, God tells him of the danger that attended his dignity, 
(1.) That both the priefts and Levites, (both shou, 
and thy fons, and.tay father’s houfe,) fhould bear the iniquity of  - 
the fanfuary 3 i. e- if the fan@uary were profaned by the in- 
trufion of {trangers, or perfons in their uncleannefs, the blame. 
fhould lie upon the Levites and priefts, who ought to have kept’ 
them of ‘Though. the finner that thruft in prefiumptuouily 
fhould die in his iniquity, yet his blood fhould be required at 
the hands of the watchmen. Or, it may be taken more ge- 
nerally, “ If any of the duties or offices of the fanatuary be 
neglected, if any fervice be not done in its: feafon, or not ac 
cording to the law, if any thing be loftor mifplaced in the re-! 
move of the fan€tuary, you fhall be accountable for it, and an-- 
{wer it at your peril.” (2.) That the priefts fhould themfelves, - 
bear the iniquity of the priefthaod; i.e. if they either neglected 
any part of their work, or permitted’ any other perfons to in- 
vade their office, and take their work out-of their hands, they. 
fhould bear the blame of it. Note, The greater the truft is of 
work and_ power that. is committed to us, the greater is our. 
danger of contracting guilt by fallifying and betraying that tra(t. . 

his is a good reafon why we fhouid ‘neither be envious at . 
others honours, nor aibitious ourfelves of high places, becaufe: 
great dignity expofeth us to great iniquity. ‘Thofe that are. 
entrufted with the. charge of the fan@uary, will have a great... 
deal to anfwer for. Who. would covet the care of fouls, wha 
-confideérs the account that mult be given. of that care ?~ 

2. He tells hinr of the duty that attended his dignity. (1.) ' 
That he and his fons mult minifler before the talernacle of wit- 
nefs, ver. 2. i. e.: (as Bifhop Patrick inforiis us,) before the 


| moft holy placein which the ark -was ;. on the. outfide of the 
-vail of that tabernacle, but within the door of the tabernacle of 


the congregation ; they were'to attend the golden altar, the ta- 
ble and candleftick, which-no Levite-might approach to: Ye 
Joall ferve, ver.:72= Note, Ye fhall rule.;-it was never-intend... 
‘ed they fhould Jord it:over God’s- heritage ; but, Ye fhall ferve 
God and the congregation. Note, The priefthood is a /ervice. 


| Lf any defire the office of a bifbop, he defires a good work. Mi- 


nifters muft remember that they are minifters, that is, fervants 5 
of whom-it is required, that “they be humble, diligent, and 
faithful. (2). That the Levites xuft affitt him and his fons, 
and minifter to them-in.all the fervice of the tabernacle, (ver.2, 
3, 4+) though they muft by no means Came nigh the veflels of 
the fanftuary, nor at the altar meddle withthe great fervices 
of burning the fat and fprinkling the blood. Aaron’s family 
was very fmall, and, as they increafed, the reft of tnefami- 
lies of Ifrael would increafe likewife; fo that their hands were 
neither now,. nor were like to be, fufficient for all the fervice. 
of the tabernacle : Therefore (faith God) the Levites fhall be 
joined to thee, ver. 2.; again ver. 4. where there feems to be 
an allufion to the name of Levi; which fignifies:joined. Many: 
of the Levites had of late fet themfelves againft Aaron, but 
from henceforward God promifeth that they fhould be heartily 
joined to him in intereft and. affection, and fhould no more 
conteft with him... It was.a good fign to Aaron that God 
owned him, when he inclined the hearts of thofe concerned to 
own him too. . The Levites are faid to be «given as a gift to 
the priefts, ver. 6. Note, We are to value it as.a great gift 
of the divine.bounty. to have.thofe joined to. us, that will be. 
helpful and ferviceable to us in the fervice of God. (3.) That 
both priefts‘and Levites muft carefully watch againft the pro--- 
fanation of facred things.. The Levites mult keep the charge 
of the tabernacle, that no feranger, (i. e- none who upon any 
account was forbidden to come) might come nigh, yer. 2. an 
. at. 
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that upon pain of death, ver. 7.: And the priefts mult beep the 
charge of he fanGuary, ver. 5.; muft inftrué& the people, and 
admonifh them concerning the due diftance they were to keep; 
and not fuffer them to break the bounds fet them, as Korah’s 
company had done, that there be no wrath any mare upon the 
childrcn of Ifvael. Note, ‘The preventing of fin, 1s the pre- 
venting of wrath ; and the mifchief fin has done, fhould be a 
warning to us, for the future, to watch againft it both in our- 
felves and others. 

8 @ And the Lorp fpake unto Aaron, Be- 
hold, I alfo have given thee the charge of mine 
heave-offerings, of all the hallowed things. of 
the children of Ifrael; unto thee have I given 
them, by reafon of the anointing, and to thy 
fons by an ordinance for ever. g This fhall be 
thine of the moft holy things, re/erved from the 
fire: every oblation of theirs, every meat-offer- 
ing of theirs, and every fin-offering of theirs, 
and every trefpafs-oflering of theirs, which they 
fhall render unto me, /ball be moft holy. for 
thee and. for thy fons. 10 In the moft holy 
place thalt thou eat it; every male fhall eat 
it: it fhall be holy unto thee. xz And this 
zs thine; the heave-offering of their gift, with 
all the wave-offerings of the children of Ifrael : 
i have given them unto thee, and to thy 
foms, and to thy ‘daughters with thee, by a 
ftatute for ever; every one that is clean in thy 
houfe fhall eat of it. 12 All the beft of the oil, 
and all the beft of the wine, and of the wheat, the 
firft-fruits of them which they fhall offer unto the 
Lorp, them have I given thee. 13 And what- 
foever is firft ripe in the land, which they fhall 

ring unto the Lorn, fhall be thine ; every one 
‘that is clean in thine houfe fhall eat of it. 14 
Every thing devoted in Ifrael, fhall be thine. 
15 Every thing that openeth the matrix in all 
flefh, which they bring unto the Lorn, whe- 
ther it be of men or beafts, fhall be thine; ne- 
verthelefs, the firft-born of man fhalt thou fure- 
ly redeem, and the firfiling of unclean beatts 
fhalt thou redeem. 16 And thofe that are to be 
redeemed, from, a month old fhalt thou redeem 
accordimg to thine eftimation, for the money of 
five fhekels, after the fhekel of the fanctuary, 
which zs twenty gerahs. 17 But the firftling of a 
cow, or the firfthng of a fheep, or the firftling of 
a goat, thou fhalt not redeem, they are holy : 
thou fhalt iprinkle their blood upon the altar, 
and fhalt burn their fat for an offering made by 
fire, fora {weet favour unto the Lorp. 18 And 
the flefh of them fhall be thine, as the wave- 
breaft and as the right fhoulder are thine. 19 
All the heavé-oiferings of the holy things, which 
the children of Ifrael offer unto the Lorn, have 
J given thee, and thy fons and thy daughters 
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with thee, py a flatute for ever:. it zs a cove- — 


nant of falt for ever, before the Lorn, unto thee, 
and to thy feed with thee. ag 


The priefts fervice is called a warfare ; and who goes a ware 
fare at his own charges? As they were well employed, fo they 
wete well provided for, and well paid. None hail ferve God 
for nought. All believers are fptritual priefts, and God has 
promifed to take care of them; they fhall dwell in the land, 
and werily they shall be fed, and fhall not want any good thing. 
Godlinefs has the promife of the life that now is. And from this 
plentiful provifion here made for the priefts, the apoftle infers, 
that it is the duty of Chriftian churches to maintain their mi- 
nifters: They that ferved at the altar, lived upon the altar ; fo 
they that preach the gofpel, fhould Hue upon the gofpel, and live 


comfortably, 1 Cor. ix. 13,14. Scandalous maintenance makes _ 


{candalous minifters. Now obferve, [1.] That much of the 


'* provifion that was made for them arofe out of the facrifices, 
| which they themfelves were employed to offer. ‘They had the 
| flcins of almoft all the facrifices, which they might fell; and 
| they had a confiderable fhare out of the meat-offerings, fin-of- 
| ferings, &e. 
| the benefit of them, ver..8. 


They that had the charge of the offerings, had 
Note, God’s work is its own 
wages, and his fervice carries its recompenfe along with it. 
Even in keeping God’s- commandments there is great reward, 
the prefent pleafures of religion are part of its pay. [2.] That 


| they had not only a good table kept for them, but money like- - 
| wife in their pockets for the redemption of the firft-born, and 


thofe firftlings of cattle which might not be offered in facrifice. 
Thus their maintenance was fuch as left them altogether ai/- 
entangled from the affairs of this life: They had no grounds to. 


| occupy, no land to till, no vineyards to drefs, no cattle to 
| tend, no vifible eXate to take care of; and yet had a more plen- 


tiful income than any othersfamilies whatfoever. ~ Thus God 
ordered it, (1.) That they might. be the more entirely addict- 


| ed to their miniftry, and not diverted frorn it, or difturbed in 


it, by any worldly care or bufinefs. The miniftry requires a 


| whole man. (2.) That they might be examples of living by faith, 
> not only in God’s providence, but in his ordinance. 


They hie 
ved from hand to mouth, that they. might learn to take no 


_ thought for the morrow ; fufficient for the day wou'd be the 


provifion thereof; and they had no eftates to leave their chil- 
dren, that they might by faith leave them to the care of that 
Ged, who had fed them all their lives long. [3.] Of the pro- 
vifion that was made for their tables, fome is faid to be moft 
holy, ver. 9, 10. which was .to be eaten by the priefts them- 
felves, and in the court of the tabernacle only ; but other per- 
quifites were Jefs holy, of which their families might eat at their 
own houfes, provided they were clean,-ver. 11,—13. See Lev, 
Xxil. 10, S'c. _[4.] It is commanded, that the be/ of the cil, 
and the befl of the wine and wheat, fhould. be offered for the 
Jifsruits unio the Lord, which the prieft was to have, ver. 12. 
Note, We muft always ferve and honour God with the belt 
we have ; for he is the beft, and beft deferves it; he is the 


-firft, and therefore muft have the firft-ripe. ‘Ehofe that think 


Chap. X VII, 


y 


to fave charges, by putting God off with the refute, do but deceive — 


themfelves, for God is not mocked... [5.]} All this is giyen to 
the prielts, by reafon of the anointing,-ver. 8. — It was not for 


the fake of their perfonal merits above other \fraelites, that - 
they had thefe tributes paid them, be it known unto them ;> 


but purely for the fake of the office to which they were anoint- 
ed. 'T’bus all the comforts that ‘are given to the Lord’s peo- 
ple, are given them by reafon of the anointing which they have 
received. [6.] It is faid to be given them by an ordinance for 
ever, ver. 8. and it is a covenant of falt for ever, ver. 19. As 
long as the priefthood fhould continue, this fhould continue to 
be the maintenance of it; that this lamp might not go out for 

want 


Chap. J ee 


want of oil to keep it burning, Thus provifion is made, that 
a gofpel-miniftry fhould continue till Chrift comes, by an or- 
dinance for ever. 
nance and fupport,) always, even to the end of the worid, 
Thanks be to the Redeemer, it is the word which he has com- 
manded to a thoufand generations. i 


_20 F And the Lorp fpake unite Aaron, Thou 


fhalt have no inheritance in their land, neither 


fhalt thou have any part among them: I am— 


thy part and thine inheritance among the chil- 
dren of Ifrael. 
the children of Levi all the tenth in Iffael, for 


an inheritance, for their fervice which they | 
ferve, even the fervice of the tabernacle of the | 


congregation. 22 Neither muft the children 
of Hrael. henceforth come nigh the tabernacle 
of the congregation, left they bear fin, and die. 


23 But ‘the Levites fhall do the fervice of the | 


tabernacle of the congregation, and they hall 
bear their iniquity : it /ball be a ftatute for ever 
throughout your generations, that among the 
children of Ifrael they have no inheritance. 24 
But the tithes of the children of Ifrael, which 
they offer as an heave-offering unto the Lorp, 
‘Lhave given to the Levites to inherit: there- 
fore I have faid unto them, Among the children, 
of Ifrael they fhall have no inheritance. 25 | 
And the Lorp fpake unto Moles, faymg, 26 
Thus fpeak unto the Levites, and fay unto 
them, When ye take of the children of Ifrael 
the tithes which I have given you from them 
for your inheritance, then ye fhall offer up an 
vheave-offering of it for the LorD, even a tenth 
part of the tithe. 27 And ¢hzs your heave- 
offering fhall be reckoned unto you, as though 
it were the corn of the thrething-floor, and as 
the fulnefs of the wine-prefs. 28 Thus you al- 
fo fhall offer an heave-offering unto the Lorn, 
of all your tithes which ye receive of the chil- 
dren of Hrael: and ye fhall give thereof the 
Lorv’s, heave-offering to Aaron the prieft. 29 


Out of all your gifts ye fhall ofer every heave- | 


offering of the Lorn, of all_the. beft. thereof, 

even the hallowed part thereof, out of it.. 30 

-Yherefore thou fhalt fay unto them, When ye 
have heaved the beft’ thereof. from it; then it 

{hall be counted unto the Levites, as the increafe 

of the thrething-floor, and.as. the increafe of the: 

wine-prefs. 31.And: ye fhall- eat. it m every. 

lace, ye and your: houfeholds: for it 7s your re- 


ward for your fervice, in the. tabernacle of the. 


_ congregation:, 32.And ye fhall bear no fin, by- 


reafon of it, when ye. have heaved: from it the. 
beft of it: neither fhall ye pollute the holy things. 


"of the children of Hiael, leit ye die... 


/ 
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Lo, I am with you, (that is their mainte- \ 


ar And behold I have given | 


_ tieth, the tithe alfo was appropriated: 
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Here is a further account of the provifion that was made 


both for the Levites and for the pric/s, out of the country. 


Firf, They mutt have no inheritance in the land; only cities 


' to dwell in were afterwards allowed them, but no ground to 


occupy: Thou foalt not have any part among them, ver. 20. It 


4s repeated again, ver. 23. and again, ver, 24. Among the chil- 


dren of Lfrael they foall have no inheritance, either by purchafe 
or defcent. (God would have them comfoitably provided for, 
but would nat have their families over-zich, left they fhould 
think themfélves above their work, which therefore their wages 
fuppofed and obliged them conftantly: to attend-upon. As 
litael was.a peculiar people, and not to be numbered among 
the nations ; fo Levi was a peculiar tribe, and not to be fet- 
tled.as the reft of the tribes, but in all refpeés diftinguifhed 
from them. A good reafon is given, why they muft have no 
inheritance in the land; for, faith God, Lam thy part, and thine 
inheritance. Note, Thofe that have God for their inheritance 
and their portion for ever, ought to look with a holy contempt 


, and indifferency upon the inheritances of this world, and not 


covet their portion in it. Fhe Lord is my portion, therefore 
will I hope in him, and not depend upon. any thing I have on 
this earth, Lam. iti. 24. The Levites fhall have xo inheri- 
tance, and yet they-fhall live very comfortably and plentifully ; 
to teach us, that Providence has varicus ways of fupporting 
thofe that live in a dependance upon it: The fowls reap not, 
and yet are fed; the lilies fpim not, and yet are clothed; the 
Levites have no inheritance in Ifrael, and yet live better than 
any other tribe. The repetition of that caution, that ao L/rael. 
ite foould approach the tabernacle, coraes in fomewhat abruptly, 
yer. 22. It feems fet in oppofiticn to that order concerning 
the priefis and Levites, that they fhould have no inheritance in 
Hrael, to thew how God difpen{cth his favours varioufly, ‘The 


~ Levites have-the honour of.attending the tabernacle, which is 


denied the Ifraelitesy but then the Mraelites have the honour 


4 . . . . . > . ~ 
of inheritanees in Canaan, whichis denied the Levites: Thus 


each is kept from either envying or defpifing the other, and 
both have reafon to rejoice in their lot. “The Ifraclites muft 
not come nigh the tabernacle,-but then the Levites mult have no 
inheritance in the land; if minilters expect #hat people fhould 
keep in their fphere, and not intermeddle with facred offices, 
let them keep in theirs,,and not entangle themfelves in fecular 
affairs. 

Secondly, But they both mvft have tithes of the land. Be-~ 
fides the firft-frnits which avere appropriated to the priefts, 
which the Jews fay were to be a fiftieth part, or at leaft a fix- 
[4.] The Levites, had 
the tithes of the peoples increafe, ver. 21. L have given 
(whofe the whole is) all the tenths in 2/rael, of all the products 


of the land, to the children of Levi, to be divided amorg them 


in jult proportions, for their fervice which they ferve. The 
Levites were: the fmalleft tribe of the twelve; amd yet, befides 
all other advantages, they had.a tenth part of the yearly pro- 
fits, without the-trouble and expence of plowing and fowing ; 
Such care did God take of thofe that were devoted to his fer-. 
vice, not only that they might be well maintained, but that they 
might be honoured with a national. acknowledgement of the 
good fervices they did to the public, and owned as God’s. a- 
gents and receivers; for what was a heave-offering, or an of- 
fering lifted eaven-ward, unto the Lord, was by him confign- 
ed unto the Levitess. [2.] The priefts had the tenth of the 
Leyites tithes fettled upon them... The order for this, Mofes-. 
is directed.to give to the Levites, whom God would have to - 
pay it. with chearfulnefs,. rather than the ‘priefts to demand it 
with authority... Speak to the Levies, that it be offered by 
them, rather than levied upon them. Now obferve, 1/7, The 
Leyites were to give God his dues out of their tithes, as well 


ae 
wor 


gH 
as the Tfraelites out of their increafe. They were God’s ten- 
ants, and rent was expected from them, nor were they exempt- 
ed by their office. ‘Thus now minifters muft be charitable out 
of what they receive; and the more freely they have received, 
the more freely they muft give, and be examples of liberality, 
ver. 26. Ye fhall offer a heave-offering to the Lord. hole 
that are employed to affift the devotions of others, muft be fure 
to pay their own, as a heave-offering to the Lord. | Piayers 
and praifes lifted up to God, or rather the heart lifted up in 
them, are now our heave-offerings. ‘This (faith God) {hall 
be reckoned to you, as though it were the corn of the threfbing- 
floor; i. e. Though it was not the fruit of their own ground, 
nor of their own labour, as the tithes of other Hraelites were ; 
yet, being of fuch as they had, it fhould be accepted, to the 
fandtfying of all the reft. 2dly, This was to be given to 4a- 
ron the prieft, ver. 28. and to his fucceffors the high priefts, to 
be divided and difpofed of, in fuch proportions, as they fhould 
think fit, among the inferior priefts. Moft of the profits of the 
pricits office, which were appointed in the former part of the 
chapter, arifing from the facrifices, thofe priefts had. the benefit 
of them who conftantly attended at the altar; but forafmuch 
as there were many prie{ts employed in the country to teach 
and rule, thofe tithes taken of the Levites, it is probable, were 
dire&ted by the high prieft for their maintenance. It is the 
probable conjeéture of the learned Bifhop Patrick, that the 
tenth of this laft tenth was referved for the high prieft himfelf, 
to fupport his ftate and dignity ; for otherwife we read not of 
any peculiar provifion made for him. - 3d/y, When the Levites 
had thus paid the tenth of their income, as a heave-offering to 
the Lord, they had themfelves the comfortable enjoyment, of 
the other nine parts, ver. 39. ‘ When ye have thus heaved 
‘the beft from it, (for {till God’s part muft be the beft,) then 
ye fhall eat the reff, not as a holy thing, but with the fame 
freedom that the other Ifraelites eat their part, in every place, 
ye and your houfeholds, ver. 31. See here what is the way to 
have the comfort of ail our worldly poffeflions, fo as to bear no 
Jfin by reafon of them, as it follows, ver. 32, (1.) We muft 
be fure, that what we have be got one/fly, and in the fervice 
of God. It is your reward for your fervice. That meat is beft 
~ eaten that is firft earned; but if any will not: work, neither foould 
he.eat, 2 Theff. ii. 10. And that feems to be fpoken of as 
having a particular comfort and fatisfaction in it, which is the 
reward of faithful fervice done in the tabernacle of the congrega- 


tion. [2.] We muft be fure that God hath-his dues out of it. - 


‘Then we have the comfort of our /ubflance, when we have ho- 
noured the Lord with it. “Then ye hall bear no fin by reafon of 
at, when ye have heaved the beft from it. This intimates that we 
mutt never feed ourfelves without fear, left our table become a 
‘{nare, and we bear fin ‘by reafon of it; and that therefore we 
are concerned to give alms of fuch things as we have, that all 
may be clean and comfortable. to. us. 


; CH A Po XTX: 
‘This chapter is only concerning the preparing and ufing of 
ihe afbes which were to impregnate the water of purifica- 
tion. The people had complained of the firidine/s of the 
faw, which forbid their near approach to the tabernacle, 
chap. xvil. 12. La anfwer to which complaint, they are 
bere direéed to purify themfelves; fo as that they might 
come as far as they bad occafton without fear. Here is, 
1. The method of preparing thefe afbes, by the burning of 
a red heifer, with a great deal of ceremony, ver. 1,10. 
II. The way of ufing them. (1.) They were defigned to 
purify perfons from the pollution contraded by a dead bo- 
Ay, ver. 11,—16. (2.) They were to be put ‘teto run- 
sing water, (a fmall quantity of them,) with which the 
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perfon to be cleanfed mufi be purified, ver. 14,—22. And 


that this ceremonial purification was a type and figure of 


the cleanfing of the confeiences of believers from the pale — 


lutions of fin, appears by the apoftle’s difeourfe, Heb. ix. 
13, 14. where he compares the efficacy of the blood of 
Chrift, with the fancifying virtue that was in the afhes of 
a heifer fprinkling the unclean, was 


ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, and unto : 


Aaron, faying, 2 This zs the ordinance of 
the law which the Lorp hath commanded, fay- 
ing, Speak unto the children of Ifrael, that they 
bring thee a red heifer without fpot, wherein 


‘as no blemifh, amd upon which never caine 


yoke. 3 And ye fhall give her unto Eleazar 
the prieft, that he may bring her forth with- 
out the camp, and one fhall flay her before 
his face. 4 And Eleazar the prieft fhall take 
of her blood with his finger, and fprinkle of her 
blood dire@tly before the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation feven times. 5 And one fliall burn 
the heifer in his fight; her kin, and her flefh, 
and her blood, with her dung, fhalk he burn. 
6 And the prieft fhall take cedar-wood, and 


hyffop, and fcarlet, and caft it into the midft of | 


the burning of the heifer. 7 Then the prieft 


fhall wafh his clothes, and he fhall bathe his _ 
flefh in water, and afterward he fhall come in- © 


to the camp, and the -prieft fhall be unclean 
until the even. . 8 And he that burneth her, 
fhall wafh his clothes in water, and bathe his 
flefh in water, and fhall be unclean until the e- 
ven. g Andaman that ts clean fhall gather 


up the afhes of the heifer, and lay them up with-_ 
out the camp in a clean place, and it fhall be ~ 
kept for the congregation of the children of L- 


rael, for a water of feparation: it is # purifica- 
tion for fin. 10 And he that gathereth the 
afhes of the heifer, {hall wath. his clothes, and be 


unclean until the even: and it fhall be unto — 


the children of Ifrael, and. unto the ftranger 
that fojourneth ameng them, for a ftatute for 
ever. ; aa 


‘We have here the divine «appointment concerning the fo- 
lemn burning of a red heifer to afhes, and the preferving of the 


afhes, that of them might be made, not a deauiifying, but a pu- 


rifying water ; for that was the utmoft the law reached to: It 
offered not to adorn, as the gofpel doth, but to cleanfe only. 


This burning of the heifer, though it was not properly a facri-_ 


fice of expiation, being not performed at the altar, yet was ty- 
pical of the death and fufferings of Chrift'; by which he in- 


tended, not only to /atisfy God’s juftice, but to purify and pa- 


cify our confciences, that we may have not only peace with 
God, but peace in our own bofoms: T'o ‘prepare for which, — 


Chrift died not only like the bulls and goats at the altar, but — 


like the Aeifer without the camp. “\ ‘A 
Firfl, There was a great deal of curiofity in the choice of 


the heifer that was to be burned, much more than in the choice — 


of 


7 ae 
: 


Chap. XI. =f 


“Chap. XIX. 


- of any other offering, ver. 2. It mult not only be without 


blemifb, typifying the fpotlefs purity and finlefs perfection of 
the Lord Jefus ; but it mult be a red heifer, becaufe of the ra- 


rity of the colour, that it might -be the more remarkable. The - 


Jews fay, If but two hairs were black or white, it was unlaw- 
ful. Chrift as man, was the fon of Adam, red earth, and we 
find him red in his apparel ; red with his owa blood, and red 
withthe blood of his enemies. And it muft be one on which 
never came yoke, which was not infifted on in other facrifices ; 
but thus was typified the freedom of the Lord Jefus, when he 
faid, Lo, [ come. He was bound, and held with no other 
cords but thofe of his own love. This heifer was to be pro- 
vided at the expence of the congregation, becaufe they were 
all to have a joint intereft-in it; and fo all believers have in 


- Chrift. 


Secondly, There was to be a great deal of ceremony in the 
burning of it.. The care of doing it was committed to Ele- 
azar ; not to Aaron himfelf, becaufe it was not fit he fhould 
do any thing to render himfelf ceremonially unclean, no not 
fo much as ¢i// the even, ver. 8. \ Yet it being an affair of fo 
great concern, efpecially in the fignificancy of it, it was to be 
performed by him that was next to Aaron in dignity. The 
chief priefts of that time had the principal hand in the death of 
Chrfiie:% 

Now, [1.] The heifer was to be flain without the camp, as 
an impure thing; which {peaks the infufficiency of the methods 
prefcribed by the ceremonial law to take away fin: So far 


. were they from cleanfing effectually, that they were themfelves 
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A unclean; as if the pollution that was laid upon them continued 
to cleave to them. Yet to anfwer this type,. our Lord Jefus, 
being made fin and a curfe for us, fuffered without. the gate, 
Heb. xiii. 12. [2.] Eleazar was to /prinkle the blood direétly 
before the door of the tabernacle, and. looking ftedfaltly towards 
it, ver. 4. This made it in fome fort an expiation; for the 
Jprinkling of the bloed before the Lord was the chief folemnity 
in all the facrifices of atonement ; therefore, though this was 
not done at the altar, yet being done towards the fanduary, it 
was intimated that the virtue and validity of it depended upon 
the fan@tuary, and was derived from it. This fignified, that 
the fatisfaction that was made to God by the death of Chrift 
our great High Prieft, who dy the eternal Spirit (and the Spi- 
rit is called the finger of God, as Ainfworth obferves, Luke 
xii 20.) offered himfelf without [pot unto God; he did as it 
were {prinkle his own blood direétly before the fanctuary, when 
he faid. ‘¢ Father, Jnto thy hands [ commit my Spirit.” - And 
this alfo fignifies how neceflary it was to the purifying of our 


hearts, that fatisfaction fhould be made to divine juftice. This. 


fprinkling of the blood put virtue into the afhes.- [3.] The 
heifer was to be wholly burnt, ver. 5. This typified the ex- 
treme fufferings of our Lord Jefus both in foul and body, as a 
facrifice made by fire. The prieft was to caft into the fire, 
while it was burning, cedar-wood, hyffop, and fcarlet, which 
were ufed in the cleanfing of lepers, Lev. xiv. 6, 7. that the 


athes of thefe might be mingled with the afhes of the heifer, — 


becaufe they. were defigned for purification. [4.] The afhes 
of the heifer (feparated as well as they could from the afhes 
of the wood: wherewith it was burnt) were ‘to be carefully ga- 
thered up by the hand ofa clean perfon, and, (as the Jews 


- fay,) pounded and fifted, and fo laid up for the ufe of the con- 


pregation as there was occafion, (ver. 9.) not only for that ge- 
neration, but for pofterity; for the athes of this one heifer 
were fufficient to feafon as many veflels of water as the people 
of Iftael would need for many ages. The Jews fay, this one 
ferved till the captivity, near a thoufand years, and that there 


_ ‘was never another heifer burnt till Ezra’s time, after their re- 


turn: To which tradition of theirs, grounded (I fuppofe) on- 
Vou. I, : ; ; 
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ly upon the filence of their old records, I fee no reafon we 
have to give credit, fince in the latter times of their church, 


_ which they had more full records of, they find eight burnt be- 


tween Ezra’s time and the deftruction of the fecond temple, 
which was but about five hundred years. Thefe alhes are 
faid to be laid up here asa purification for fin, becaufe though 
they were intended only to purify from ceremonial uncleannefs, 
yet they were a type of that purification for fin which our Lord 
Jefus made by his death. Afhes mixt with water are ufed 
in fcowring ; but thefe had their virtue purely from the divine 
inftitution, and their accomplifhment and perfection in Chrilt, 
‘who is the end of the law for rightcoufne/s. 

Now obferve, (1.) That the water of purification was made 
fo by the afbes of a heifer, whofe blood was /prinkled before the 
JSanduary : So that which cleanfeth our confciences, is the re- 
maining virtue of the death of Chrift; it is bis blood that clean/- 
eth from all fin, 1 John i. 7. (2.) That the afhes were fuf- 
ficient for all the people : ‘There needed not be a frefh heifer 
flain for every perfon or family that had occafion to be purifi- 
ed ; but this one was enough for all, even for the /frangers that 
Jyourneth among them, ver. 10. So there is virtue enough in 
the blood of Chrift for all that repent, and believe the gofpel, 
for every Ifraelite ; and not for their fins only, but for the /ims 
of the whole world, t John ii. 2, (3.) That thefe afhes were 
capable of being preferved without waite to many ages. No 
bodily fubftance is fo incorruptible as afhes are, which (faith 
Bifhop Patrick) made thefe a very fit emblem of the everlaft- 
ing efficacy of the facrifice of Chrift. He is able to fave, and, 
in order to that, able to clean/e to the uttermoft both of perfons 
and times. (4.) Thefe afhes were laid up as a ftock or trea- - 


‘fure, for the conf{tant purification of Ifrael from their pollutions : 


So the blood of Chrift is laid up for us in the word and fa- 
craments as an inexhau/tible fountain of merit, to which, by 
faith, we may have recourfe daily, for the purging of our con- 
fciences. See Zech. xiii. 1. ( 5.) All thofe that were em- 


-ployed in this fervice were made ceremonially unclean by it; 


even Eleazer himfelf, though he did but fprinkle the blood, 
ver. 7. He that burnt the heifer, was unclean, ver. 8.; and 
he that gathered up the afbes, ver. 10. So all that had a hand 
in putting Chrift to death, contraéted guilt by it ; his betrayer, 
his profecutors, his judge, his executioner ; all did what they 
did with wicked hands, though it was by the determinate coun= 
Jel and foreknowledge of God, A&ts ii. 23. Yet fome of them 
were, and all might have been cleanfed by the virtue of that . 
fame blood which they had brought themfelves under the 
guilt of. Some make this to fignify: the imperfeGtion of the 
legal fervices, and their infifficiency to take away fin; in as 
much as thofe who prepared. for the purifying of others, were 
themfelves polluted by the preparation.. The Jews fay, This 
is a myftery which Solomon himfelf did not underftand, that 
the fame thing fhould pollute thofe that were clean, and yet 
purify thofe that were unclean. Put (faith Bifhop Patrick) 


‘it is not ftrange to thofe who confider that all the facrifices 


which were offered for fin, were therefore looked upon as im- 
pure, becaufe the /ias of men were laid upon them, as all our fins 
were laid upon Chrift, who therefore is faid to be made fin for 
ns, 2 Cor. v.21. ; 
11 @f He that toucheth the dead body of any 

man, fhall be unclean feven days. 12 He 
fhall purify himfelf with it on the third day, 
and on the feventh day he fhall be clean: but 
if he purify not himfelf the third day, then 
the feventh day he fhall not be clean.” 13 
Whofoever toucheth the dead body of any 

30 man 
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man that is dead, and purifieth not himfelf, de- 
fileth the tabernacle of the Lorn; and that 
foul fhall be cut off from Hfrael : becaufe the 
water of feparation was not {prinkled upon him, 
he fhall be unclean; his uncleannefs is yet up- 
on him. 14 This zs the law, when a man di- 
eth in a tent; all that come imto the tent, and 
all that zr in the tent, fhall be unclean feven 
days. 15 And every open veffel which hath 
no covering bound upon it, 7s unclean. 16 
And whofoever toucheth one that is flain with 
a {word in the open fields, or a dead body, or 
a bone of aman, or a grave, fhall be unclean 
feven days. 17 And for an unclean perfon 
they fhall take of the afhes of the burnt. heifer 
of purification for fin, and running water fhall 
‘be put thereto in a veffel: 18 And a clean per- 
fon fhall take hyflop, and dip 2 in the water, 
and fprinkle i¢ upon the tent, and upon all the 
veffels, and upon the perfons that were there, 
and upon him that touched a bone, or one 
flain, or one dead, or a grave: 1gAnd the 
clean perfon {hall {prinkle upon the unclean on 
the third day, and on the feventh day: andon 
the feventh day he fhall purify himfelf, and 
wath his clothes, and bathe himfelf in water, 
and fhall be clean at even. 20 But the man 
that fhall be unclean, and thall not parify him- 
felf, that foul fhall be cut off from among the 
congregation: becaufe he hath defiled the 
fanctuary of the Lorn, the water of feparation 
hath not been fprinkled upon him, he 7s un- 
clean, 21 And it fhall be a perpetual flatute 
unto them, that he that fprinkleth the water 
~ of feparation, fhall wath his clothes, and he that 
toucheth the water of feparation, {hall be un- 
clean untileven. 22 And whatfoever the un- 
clean perfon toucizeth fhall be unclean: and 
the foul that toucheth zt, fhall be unclean until 
even. 
Dire@ions are here given concerning the ufe and application 
of the afhes which were prepared for purification. They were 
laid up to be laid out; and therefore, though now one place 
would ferve to keep them in, while all Irael lay fo clofely en- 
camped, yet it is probable afterwards, when they came to Ca- 
naan, fome of thefe afhes were kept in every town, for there 
would be daily ufe of them. . 
Obferve, Fir, In what cafes there needed a purification 
‘with thefe afhes. No other is mentioned here but the cere- 
monial uncleannefs that was contracted by the touch of a dead 
body, or of the done or grave of a dead man, or being in the 
tent or houfe where a dead body lay, ver. 11, 14, 15, 16. 
This I look upon to be one of the greateft burdens of the ce- 
xemonial law, and one of the moft unaccountable. He that 
touched the carcafe of an unclean beaft, or any living man un- 
der the greateft ceremonial uncleannefs, was made unclean by 
it, only #// the even, and needed not only common water to 
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| filement.of death fignifies the defilement. of fin. 


Chap. XIX. 


| purify himfelf with boas he that came néar the dead body ofa 


man, woman, or child, muft bear the reproach of his unclean- 


/ nefs feven days, mult twice be purified with the eater of /epa- 


ration, whichthe could not obtain without trouble and charge, 
and till he is purified muft not come near the fan@uary upon 
pain of death. ‘This was ftrange, .confidering, (1.) That 
whenever any body died (and we are in deaths. often) feverak 
perfons muft unavoidably contract this pollution; the body 
muft be ftripped, wafhed, wound up, carried out and buried 5 
and this could not be done without many hands, and yet all 
defiled; which fignifies, that in our corrupt and fallen ftate, 
there is none that lives and fins. not: We cannot avoid being 
polluted by the defiling world we pafs through, and we offend 
daily, yet.the impofhibility of our being finlefs, doth not make © 
fin the lefs polluting. (2.) That taking care of the dead to 
fee them decently. buried, is not only neceflary, but a very good 
office, and aa att of kindnefs both to the-honour of the dead, 
and the comfort of the living; and.yet uncleannefs was cons 


| tracted by it; which intimates, That the pollutions of fin mix 
| with and cleave to our bet fervices. 
| upon earth that doeth good and finneth not: We are apt fome 
| way or.other to mifs. it, even im our doing good. 
| this pollution was. contra¢ted by what was done privately im 
| their own houfes; which intimates, (as Bifhop, Patrick ob 
| ferves,) that God fees what is done in fecret, and nothing can 
| be concealed from the Divine Majefty. 


There is nat a jaf mar 


(2.) Phat 


(4.) This pollution 
might be contracted, and yet a-man might never know, as -by 
the touch of a grave which appeared. not, of which our Savi- 
our faith, They that walk over it are not aware of it, Luke 


|. xi. 44.5 which intimates the defilement of the confcience: by 


fins of ignorance, and the caufe we have-to cry out, Who.can 


| underfland his errors ; and to pray, Cleanfe us from fecret faults, 
| faults which we ourfelves.do not fee ourlelves guilty of. : 


But why did the law. make a dead corpfe fuch a defiling 


| thing? 1. Becaufe death is the wages of fin, entered into: tha 


world by it, and reigns by the power.of it. Death to mané 


| kind is another thing from what it is to other creatures; it is 


a curfe, it is the execution of the laws and -therefore the de= 
2. Becaufe 
the law could not conquer death, nor abolifh it, and alter the 
property of it, as the gofpel doth by. bringing life and immor- 
tality to light, and fo introducing a better hope. Since our 
Redeemer was. dead and buried, death is no more deftroying 
to the U/rael of God, and. therefore.dead bodies are no more 
defiling ; but while the church was under the law, to thew. 
that it made not the comers thereunto perfe@, the pollution con- 
tracted by dead bodies could not but form in their minds me- 
lancholy and.uncomfortable notions concerning death, whilft 
believers now through Chrift can triumph over it. O grave, 
where is thy wiGory.! Where is thy pollution! 

Secondly, How the afhes were ta be ufed, and. applied im 


| thefe cafes. [1.]} A fmall quantity of the afhes mutt be ‘put 


into a cup of /pring water, and.mixed with the water ; which 
thereby was made, as it is here called, a water of feparatian, . 
ecaufe it was to be fprinkled on thofe who were fepara- 
ted or removed from the fan@uary by their uncleannefs. As 
the a/bes of the heifer fignified the.merit of Chrift ; fo the run« 
ning water fignified the power and grace of the bleffed Spirit, 
who is compared to rivers of living water, and it is by his o- 
peration that the righteoufnefs of Chrift is applied to us for - 
our cleanfing: Hence we are faid to be wathed, that is fanéi- 
Jied and juftified, oot only in.the name of the Lord Jefas, but 
by the Spirit.of our God, 1 Cor. vis 11. 1 Pet. i. 2. Thole 
that promife themfelves benefit by the righteoufnefs of Chrift, 
while they fubmit not.to the grace.and influence of the, Spirit, 
do:but deceive themfelyes ; for we cannot put afunder what 


f 
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in the running water. [2./] This watet mult be applied by a 
bunch of hyflop dipt’ in it, with which the perfon or thing to 


 be-cleanfed mut be fprinkled, ver. 18. In allufion to which — 


David prays, Purge me with hyffop. Faith is as the bunch of 
hyflop, wherewith the confcience is fprinkled and’ the heart 
purified. Many might be fprinkled at once, and the water 
with which the afhes were mingled’might ferve for many 


~ {prinklings, till it was all fpent; and a very little lighting upon 


aman ferved to purify him, if done with that intention. In 


allufion to this application of the water of feparation by {prink- 
ling, the blood of Chrift is faid to be the blood of jprinkling, — 


Heb. xii. 24.5 and with it we are faid to be /prinkled from an 
evil confcience, Heb. x. 22. i. e. we are freed from the uneafi- 
nefs that arifeth from a fenfe of our guilt. And it is foretold, 
that Chrift by his baptifm fhall /prinkle many nations, Ua. li. 
15. 


he was fill under a neceflity of repeating the pollution; but 
when the dead body was buried, fo that there was no further 


occafion of meddling with it, then he ‘began to reckon his — 


days. Then, and then only, we may with comfort apply 


Chrift’s merit to our fouls, when we have forfaken fin, and © 
ceale all felow/bip with the unfruitful works of death and dark- 


nels. 


The repetition of the {prinkling, teacheth us often to 


renew the aétings of repentance and faith: Wath as Naaman, | 
We have need’to do that often, which it is ne-— 
[4.] Though the pollution con- 


Seven times. 
ceffary fhould be well done. 
tracted was only ceremonial, yet the neglect of the purification 
)prefcribed would turn into’a moral guilt : He that/fball be un- 


_ lean, and fhall not purify himfelf, that foul fall be cut off, ver. 


20. 
tions, though they :‘may feem minute. A light wound, if ne- 
glected, may prove fatal; a fin ‘we call little, if not repented 
of, will be our ruin, when great finners that repent fhall find 
mercy. Our uncleannefs feparates us from God ; but it is our 
Being unclean, and not purifying ourfelves, that will feparate us 
for ever from him ; it is not the wound that is fatal, fo much 


_asithe contempt of the remedy. [[5.] Even he that prinkled 


the water of feparation, or touched it, or touched the waclean per- 
fon, mult be unclean till the even, i. é€. mut not come near the 
fanétuary that day, ver. 21, 22. Thus God would thew 
them the imperfection of thofe fervices, and their infufficiency 
to purify the confcience, that they might look for the Meffiah, 


who, in the fulriefs of time, fhould by the eternal Spirit, offer — 
himfelf ‘without {pot unto God, ‘and fo purve our confeiences | 
from dead works, (i.e. from fin, which ‘defiles like a dead — 
body, and is therefore ‘called a body of death,) that we may — 
have liberty of accefs to the fandtuary, to ferve the living God, | 
with living facrifices. 


MC APY OK. 
At this chapter begins the biflory of the fortieth pear { which 
was the laft) of the Tfrachtes wandering in the wilder- 
ness. And fince the beginning of the fecond year, whea 
they were fentenced to make their quarantine in the ‘defart, 
| there to wear away the tedious revolutions of forty years, 


there 1s little recorded concerning them will thas laf year, | 


which brought them to the borders of Canaan; and the 
hiftory of this year is almoft as large as the biflory of the 


Sift year. This chapter is, I. Concerning the death of | 
Miriamyver.t. WW. Theifetching of water out of the | 
- rock, In which obferve,(1.) The difirefe Ifracl was in 
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God has joined, nor be purified by the ‘afhes otherwife than | 


{3.] The unclean perfon -muft be fprinkled with this — 
water on the third day after his pollution, and on the feventh — 
day, ver. 12, 19. The days were reckoned (we may fuppofe) — 
from the laft time of his touching or coming near the dead | 

~ body ;: for he would not begin the days of his cleanfing while 


Notes It is a dangerous thing:to contemn divine inftitu- — 
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re 
for euant of water, ver. 2. (2) Their difcontent and 
murmuring in that difirefs, vers 35 43 5+ (3-) God"s pity — 
and power enzaged for their fupply with water out of the 
rocky ver. 65—93 11. (4-) The infirmity of Mofes and A 
~ ron upon this occafion, ver. 11. (5.) God’s difpleafure a- 
gainff them, ver. 12,13. Ill. The treaty with the E- 
domites: Ifrael’s requefl, ver. 14,—17.3 and the repulfe 
the E:domites gave them, ver. 18,—21. IV. The death 
of Aaron the high priefl upon mount Hor, the infialment 
of Eleazar in bis room, and the peoples mourning Sor him, 
ver. 22,29. — > 
WHEN came the children of Hrael, even 
‘the whole congregation, into the defert. 
of Zin, in the firft month: and the people a- 
bode in Kadefh; and Miriam died there, and 
was buried there. 2 And there was no water 
for the congregation: and they gathered them- 


he oR 


felves together againft Mofes, and againft A- 


aron. 3 And ‘the people chode with Motes, 
and fpake, faying, Would God that we had. 
died when our brethren died before the Loro. 
4 And why have ye brought up the congrega- 
tion of the Lorp unto this wildernefs, that we 
and our cattle fhould die there? 5 And where- 
fore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, 
to bring us in unto this evil place? it zs no 
place of feed, or of figs, or vines, or- of pome- 
granates, neither zs there any water to drink. 
6 And Mofes and Aaron went from the pre- 
fence of the aflembly, unto the door of the ta~ 
bernacle of the congregation,.and they fell up- 
on their faces: and the glory of the Lorp ap- 
peared unto them. 7 Y And the Lorp fpake 
unto Mofes, faying,. 8 Take the rod, and ga- 
ther thou the aflembly together, thou and A- 
aron thy brother, and fpeak ye unto the rock 
before their eyes, and it fhall give forth his wa- 
ter, and thou fhalt bring forth to them water 
out of the rock: fo thou fhalt give the congre- 
gation, and their beafts drink. 9 And Mofes 
took the rod from before the Lorp, as he com- 
manded him. 10 And Mofes and Aaron ga- 
thered the congregation together before the 
rock, and he faid unto them, Hear now, ye re- 
bels ; muft we fetch you water out of this rock? 
rz And Mofes lift up his hand, and with his 
trod he {mote the rock twice: and the water 
came out abundantly, and the congregation 
drank, and their beafts a//fo. 12 4 And.the 
Lorp {pake-unto Mofes and Aaron, Becaufe ye 
believed.me not, tofandctify me in the eyes of 
the children of Ifrael; therefore ye fhall not 
bring this congregation into the land which I 


have given them. 13 This zs the water.of Me- 
ribah, becaufe the children of Ifrael ftrove. with 


the Lorn: .and:-he was fanctifed in them. 


3U2 After 
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After eight and thirty years tedious marches, or rather te- 
dious refts, in the wildernefs, backwards toward the Red-fea, 
the armies of Ifrael now at length fet their faces towards Ca- 
naan again,and are come not far off from the place where they 
were, when by the righteous fentence of divine juftice they 
were made to begin their wandering. Hitherto they had been 
led about as in a maze or labyrinth, while execution was in 
doing upon the rebels that were fentenced ; but they were now 
brought into the right way again: They abode in Kade/h, ver. 
1.: Not Kadefh-barnea, which was near the borders of Ca- 
naan; but another Kadefh on the confines of Edom, further 
off from the land of promife, yet in the way to it from the 
‘Red-fea, to which they had been hurried back. 

_ Now, Firf?, Here Miriam dies; the fifter of Mofes and 
Asaron, and, as it fhould feem, elder than either of them. She 
mult be fo, if the was that fitter that was fet to watch Mofes 
when he was put into the ark of bulrufhes, Exod. ii.4, Ver. 1, 
Miriam died there. She was a prophetefs, had been an inftru- 
‘ment of much good to Ifrael, Mic. vi. 4. When Mofes and 
Aaron with their rods went before them to work wonders for 
them, Miriam with her timbrel went before them in praifing 
God for his wondrous works, (Exod. xv. 20.) and therein did 
them real fervice; yet fhe had once been a murmurer, Numb. 
xii. I. and muft not enter Canaan. 

~ Secondly, Here there is another Meribah. One place we met 
with before of that name, in the beginning of their march thro’ 
the wildernefs, which was fo called, becau/e of the children of 
Hrael, Exod, xvil. 7.; and now we have another place at the 
latter end of their march, which bears the fame name, and for 
the fame reafon: This is the water of Meribah, ver. 13. What 
‘was there done; is here re-acted. 

1. There was no water for the congregation, ver. 2. The 
water out of the rock of Rephidim had followed them while 
-there was need of it ; but it is probable that for fome time they 
had been in a country where they were fupplied in an ordina- 
ry way, and when common providence fupplied them, it was 
fit the miracle fhould ceafe; but in this place it fell out, that 
there was no water, or not fufficient for the congregation. 
‘Note, We live in a wanting world, and, wherever we are, mutt 
expect to meet with fome inconvenience or other. It is a 
great mercy to have plenty of water,a mercy which if we found 
the want of, we fhould own the worth of 

2. Hereupon they murmured; mutinied, ver. 2. Gather- 
ed themfelves together, and took up arms again/? Mofes and 
Aaron. ‘They chid with them, ver. 3.; {poke the fame ab- 
furd and brutifh language that their fathers had done before 
them. [1.] They wifhed they had died as malefagtors by 
the hands of Divine Juftice, rather than thus feem for a while 
neglected by the divine mercy: Would God we had died, 
when our brethren died before the Lord. Initead. of giving God 
thanks, as they ought to have done, for {paring them, they not 
only defpife the mercy of their reprieve, but quarrel with it, as 
if God had done them a great deal of wrong, in giving them 
their lives for a prey, and fnatching them as: brands out of 
the burning. But they need not wifh they had died with 
their brethren, they are here taking the ready way to die like 
their brethren in a little while. Wo unto them that defire the 
day of the Lord, Amos v. 18. [2.] They are angry that 
they were brought out of Egypt, and led through this qwilderne/s, 
ver..4, 5. They quarrel with Mofes for that which they 


knew-was the Lord’s doing ;, they reprefent that as an injury, 


which was the greateft favour that ever was done to-any peo- 
ple. They prefer flavery before liberty, the houfe of bondage 
before the land of promile; and though the prefent want was of 
water only, yet now they are difpofed to find fault, it fhall be 
Jooked upon as infufferable hardfhip put upon them that they have 
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not vines and figs. Tt was an aggravation of their crime, (1.) » 
That they had fimarted fo long for the difcontents and diftrufts _ 


\ hy eee 


of their fathers. ‘They had dorae their whoredoms, now almoft 
forty years in the wildernefs, chap. xiv. 33 5 and yet they ven- 
ture in the fame fteps, and, as is charged upon Bel/bazzar, 
humble not their hiarts though they knew all this, Dan. v. 22. 
(2.) That they bad fuch long and conftant experience of 
God’s goodnefs to them, and of the tendernefs and faithfulnefs. 
of Mofes and Aaron. (3.) That Miriam was: now newly 
dead; and having loft one of their leaders, they ought to -have 


been more refpeétful to thofe that were left; but as if they 


were refolved to provoke God to leave them as fheep without 
any fhepherd, they grow outrageous again{ft them. Inftead of 
condoling with Mofes and Aaron for the death of their fifter, 
they add affliction to their grief. 

3. Mofes and Aaron made them no reply ; but retired to 
the door of the tabernacle, tq know God’s mind in this cafe, 
ver. 6. There they fel/ on their faces, as formerly on the like « 
occafion, to deprecate the wrath of God, and to intreat direc-'. 
tion from him. Here is no mention of any thing they faid; . 
they knew God heard the murmurings of the ‘people, and be- 
fore him they humbly proftrate themfelves, making interceflion 
with groanings that cannot be uttered. There they lay waitin 
for orders. Speak, Lord, for thy fervants hear. 2D 

4. God appeared to determine the: matter; not on his 'trie 
bunal of juftice, to fentence the rebels according to their de- 
ferts ; no, he will not return to deftroy Ephraim, will not al- 
ways chide, (fee Gen. viii. 21.); but he appeared, [1.] On 
his throne of glory, to filence their unjuft murmurings, ver. 6. 


The glory of the Lord appeared, to flill the tumult of the people, 


by ftriking an awe upon them. Note, A believing fight of the 
glory of the Lord would be'an effeQual check . to our lufts and 
paflions, and would keep our mouths as with a bridle. » [2.9 
On his throne of grace to fatisfy their juft -defires. » It was:re- 
quifite they fhould have water; and therefore, though the man- 


ner of their petitioning for it was irregular and diforderly, yet 


God did not take that advantage again{t them to deny it them, _ 
but gave immediate orders for’ their fupply, ver. 8. Mofes_ 
muft a fecond time in God’s name command water out of a 


rock for them, to fhew that God is as able as ever to fupply . 
his people with good things, even in their greateft ftraits, and 
Almighty power can . 


the utmoft failure of fecond caufes. 
bring water out of a rock, has done it, and can again,. for his 
arm is not fhortened. Left it fhould be thought that there was 


fomething peculiar in the former rock itfelf, fome fecret {pring - 


which nature hid before in it, God here bids him broach anos 
ther; and doth not, as then, direét him which he muft ap- 


ply to, but let him make ufe of which he pleafed, or the fir 


he came to; all alike'to Omnipotence.. (1.) God -bids him~ 
take the rod, that famous ro 


things God had formerly done for them, and might be encou- 


taged to truft in him now. This rod, it feems, was kept in - 
the tabernacle, (ver. 9.)3 for it was th? rod of God, the rod. 
of his frrength, as the gofpel is called, (Pfal. cx. 2.) perhaps - 
} in allufion to it. © (2.) Ged bids him gather the affembly, not 
the elders only, but the people, to be witnefles of what was . 
done, that by their own eyes they: might be. convinced, and. - 
made afhamed of their unbelief. ‘T'here is no fallacy in.God’s. 
works of wonder; and therefore they fhun not the light,. nor 
the infpeétion and inquiry of many witnefles. (3.) He bids; 

him Jpeak to the rock, which would. do as it was bidden; to. 


with which he had fummoned © 
the plagues of Egypt, and divided the fea, that having that in. 
his hand, both he and the people might be minded of the great _ 
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. 


fhame the people, who had been fo often fpoken to, and would. ~ 


not hear or obey. Their hearts were harder than this rock 5. 
not fo tender, not fo yielding, not fo obedient... (4-) He pro-. 
mifed: 


ees 
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‘mifed that the rock fhould give forth water, ver. 8.; and it did. 
fo, ver. 11. The water came out abundantly. 
ftance, not only of the power of God, that he could thus fetch 
honey out of the rock; and oil out of the finty rock; bat of his 
mercy-and grace, that he would do it for fuch.a provoking peo- 
pie. This was. upon the matter a new generation; moit of 
~the old ftock were by this time worn offs yet they were as 
bad as thofe that went before them: Murmuring run in the 
blood, yet the entail of the divine favour was not cut off ; but 
in this inftance of it, the divine patience fhines as bright as the 
divine power. Heis God, and not man, in fparing and par- 
_-doning: Nay, he not only here gave them the drink which 
they drank of, in common with their Jeafs, ver. 8,—11.5. but 
m it he made them to drink /piritual drink, which typified {pi- 
ritual bleflings; for that rock was Ghrift. phe 
5. Mofes and Aaron miffed it inthe management of this 
matter, and miffed it fo much, that God in difpleafure told 
them immediately they fhould not have the honour of bringing 
Ifrael into. Canaany ver. 10, 11,12. This is a ftrange_ pal- 
fage of ftory, yet very inftruétive. 
- orf, It is certain that God was greatly offended, and jaftly ; 
for he is never angry without caufe. Though they. were his 
fervants, and had obtained mercy to be faithful; though they 
were his favourites, and fuch as he had highly honoured; yet 
for fomething they thought, or faid, or. did upon this occafion, 
‘he put them under the difgrace and mortification of dying, as 
‘other unbelieving Ifraelites did, fhort of Canaan. And. no 
doubt the crime deferved the punifhment. 2d/y, Yet.it is un 
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‘certain: what4t was in this management that was fo provoking 


‘to’ God. /The fault was complicated. (1.) They did not 
-punctually obferve their orders, but in fome things varied from 
their con\miflion: God bid them-/peak to the rock, and they 
‘Apake to the people, and fmote the rock, which at this time they 
were notiordered to do, but they thought. {peaking would not 
do. When, in diftruft of the power of the word, we-have re- 
courfe to the fecular power in’ matters of pure confcience, we 
do-as Mofes here,’ finite. the rock we fhould only /peak to. 
(2.) They aflumed too much.of the glory of this work of won- 
der to themfelves: Mu/? we fetch water? as if it were done 
by fome power or worthinefs of theirs. Therefore it is char- 
ged upon them, ver. 12. that that zhey did not /anétify God, i. e. 
they did not give him that glory of this miracle which was 
due unto-his name, (3:) Unbelief was the great tranfgrefion, 
ver. 12. Ye believed me nots nay, it is called rebelling againft 
God’s commandments, Numb. xxvii. 14. The command was 
to bring water out of the rock, but they rebelled again{t his 
command by diftrufting it, and doubting whether it would take 
effet or no. They {peak doubttully: Muf we fetch water ? 
_And probably they did fome. other ways difcover an uncertain- 
ty in their own minds, whether water would come out.or no for 
fucha rebellious generation as this was. And perhaps they the 
rather queftioned it, though God had promifed it, becaufe the glo- 
ry of the Lord did not appear before them, upon this rock as:it had 
done upon the rock in Rephidim, Exod. xvii, 6.. They would 
not take-God’s word without a fign. Dr Lightfoot’s notion. of 
their unbelief, is, that they doubted whether now.at laft when the 
forty years were expired they fhould enter. Canaan, and whe- 


_ ther they muft not for the murmurings~of the people be con- . 


_ denined to another like fatigue, becaufe a. new rock was now 


" opened for their fupply, which they took for ‘an indication of 


_.their longer flay., And if fo, juftly. were they. kept out.of 
- Canaan themfelves, while the people entered at the time ap- 
pointed. ‘4. They faid and did all-in heat andpaflion. ‘Fhis 
_ is the account given of the fin, Pfal. cvi. 33. 

his fpivit, fo that he fpake unadvifedly with his lips. 


‘Vhis is an in- - 


They provoked | 


It:was in - 


his paflion that he called them rebels. It is true they were {03 - 
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God had called them fo; and Mofes afterwards, in the way of 
a juft reproof, (Deut. ix. 24.) calls them fo without offence: 


\ 


| we offend not with our tongue. 


+ 
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But now it came from a provoked f{pirit, and was {poken unad- 
vifedly ; it was too like Racca, and thou fool. -.His {miting of 
the rock fwice, {it fhould feem not. waiting at all for the erup- 
tion of the water upon the firft {troke,) {peaks him ia a heat. 
The fame thing faid and done with meeknefs may be jultifi- 
able, which when faid and done in anger may be highly cul- 
pable. See Jam. i. 20. (5.) That which aggravated all the 
reft, and-made it the more provoking, was that it was public, 
before the eyes of the children of Lfrael, to whom they thould 
have been examples of faith, and hope, and meeknets. We 
find Mofes guilty of a finful diftnut, Numb. xi. 22,23. That 
was private between God and him, and therefore-was only 
checked; but this was publicy It difhonoured God before Hfrael, 
as if he grudged them his favours, and difcouraged the peo- 
ples hope in God-; and therefore this was feverely punifbed, , 
and the more becaufe of the dignity and eminency of them that 
offended. 

From the whole we may. learn, 1. That the beft of men 
have their failings, even in thofe graces that they are moft:emi- 
nent for, The man Mofes was very meek3 and yet here he © 
finned in paffion : Wherefore Jet him that thinks he flands, take 
heed left he fall. 2. That God judgeth not.as man judgeth 
concerning fins; we would think there was not much amifs in 


what. Mofes faid and did, yet God faw caufe to:animadvert fe- 


erely upon it.. Heknows the frame of mens fpirits, and 
what temper they. are in, upon particular occafions ; and from. 
what thoughts and intents, words and ations do proceed ; and. 
we are fure that therefore Ais judgement is according io truil, 
when it agrees not with ours. 3. That God not only takeg - 
notice of, and is difpleafed with, the fins of his people; but the 
nearer any are to him, the more offenfive are their fins, Amos 
iti. 2. It fhould feem the Pfalmiii refers to this fin af Mofes 
and Aaron, Pfal. xcix. 8. Thou waft a God that forgave 
them, though thou tooke/? vengeance on their inveniions. As ma- 
ny are fpared in this life, and punifhed in the other; fo many 
are punifhied. in this life, and faved in the other. 4. Uhat when 
our heart is hot within us, we are concerned to take heed that: 
Yet, 5. It is an evidence of 
the fincerity of Mofés, and his impartiality in writing, that he - 
himfelf left this upon-record concerning himfelf, and drew not 
a vail over his own infirmity; by which it appeared, that in . 
what he wrote, as well as in what he did, he. fought God’s 
glory more than his own. : 

Lafily, The place is hereupon, called Meribah, ver. 12. It 
is called Meribah-Kadefh, Deut. xxxii. 51. to diftinguifh i 
from the other Mferibah. It is the wazer of frrife, to perpe- 
tuate the remembrance.of the people’s fin, and Mofes’; and. — 
yet of God’s mercy, who fupplied them with water, and own- 
ed and honoured Mofes notwithftanding.. Thus he was /anc- - 
tifted.in them, as the. Holy One of Lfrael; fo he. is called when 
his mercy rejoiceth again{t judgment, Hof...xi..9.. Mofes and 


Aaron did not /andify God as they ought in the eyes of Ifrael, .. 


ver. 12. but God was /andiified in them; for he will not be a 
lofer in his honour by any man. If he be not glorified dy ws, 


che will be glorified upon us. 


14-4 And-Mofes fent meflengers: from: Ka- 


defh, unto the king of Edom, Thus faith thy 
‘brother Ifrael, Thou. knowetft’all the travel that 
hath befallen. us:.. 15 How: our fathers went 
down into Egypt; and we have dwelt. in Egypt 
‘a long time: and the Egyptians vexed us and 


our fathers. 16 And when we cried unto the 
Lorp,:. 
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Lorp, he heard our voice, and fent an angel, 
and hath brought us forth out of Egypt: and 
behold, we are in Kadefh, a city in the utter- 
moft of thy border. 17 Let us pais, I pray thee, 
through thy country: we will not pafs through 
the fields, or through the vineyards, neither will 
we drink of the water of the wells: we will go 
by the king’s bigh-way, we will not turn to the 
right hand nor to the left; until we have pafled 
thy borders. 18 And Edom faid unto him, 
Thou fhalt not pafs by me, left I come out a- 
gainft thee with the fword. 19 And the chil- 
dren of Ifrael faid unto him, We will go by the 


high-way: and if I and my cattle drink of thy, 
water, then I will pay forat: I will only (with- 


out doing any thing e//e) go through on my 
feet. 20 And he faid, Thou fhalt not go through. 
And Edom came out againft him with much 
people, and with a ftrong hand. 21 Thus E- 
dom refufed to give Hrael paflage through his 
border: wherefore Hrael turned away from 
him. ; 


We have here the treaty between Ifrael'and the Edomites ; - 


the next way to Canaan, from the place where Ifrael now lay 
encamped, was through they country of Edom. Now, 

Firft, Mofes fends ambaffadors to treat with the king of 
Edom for leave to pafs through his country, and gives them 
inftruétions what to fay, ver. 14,17. [1.] They are to 
claim kindred with the Edomites. Thus faith thy brother I/- 
yael. Both nations defcended from Abraham and Tfaac, their 
commen anceftors; Efau and Jacob, the two fathers of their 
feveral nations, were twin-brothers: And therefore, for rela- 
tionfake, they might reafonably expe this kindnefs’ from 


them; nor needed the Edomites to‘fear that their brother If - 


rael had any ill defign upon them, or would take any advan- 
tages againlt them. [2.] They are to give a fhort account of 
the hiftory and prefent flate of Ifrael, which they take it for 
granted the Edomites were no ftrangers to. And in this there 
was a double plea. 1/2, Ifrael had been abufed by the Egyp- 
tians, and therefore ought to be pitied and fuccoured by their 


relations: The Egyptians vexed us and our fathers ; but we | 


may hope our brethren the Edomites will not be fo vexatious. 
_2dly, Urael had been wonderfully faved by the Lord, and 
therefore ought to be countenanced and favoured, ver. 16. We 
cried unto the Lord, and he fent an angel, the angel of his pre- 
fence, the angel of the covenant, thé Eternal Word, who has 
brought us forth out of Ezypt, and led us hither. It was there- 
fore the intereft of the Edomites to ingratiate themfelves with 


a people that had fo great an intereft in heaven, and were fo | 


rouch its favourites ; and it was at their peril if they offered them 
any injury. It is our wifdom and duty to be kind to thofe 


whom God is pleafed to own, and to take his people for our 
Come in; thou bleffed of the Lord. (3. They are | 
_ humbly to beg a paffport through their country. Though God | 
himfelf in the pillar of cloud and fire was Ifrael’s guide, in fol- | 
lowing which they might ‘have juftified their patling through | 
auy man’s ground apainft all the world; yet God would have | 
this refpet paid to the Edomites, to fhow, that no man’s pro- | 


people. 


perty ought to be invaded under colour‘of religion, Dominion 
is founded in providence, not in grace. 
was to pals through a village of the Samaritans, to whom his 


r 
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Thus when Chrift | 
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coming was likely to be offenfive, he feat meffengers before his 
face to afk leave, Luke ix. 52. Thofe that would receive 
kindnefs, muft not difdain to requeft it. [4.] Fhey are to 
give fecurity for the good behaviour of the Ifraelites, in this 
march, ‘That they would keep in the king’s high road; that 
they would commit no trefpafs upon any man’s property, either 
in ground or water; that they would not fo much as make ufe 
of a well, but they would pay for it; and that they would make 
all convenient fpeed, as faft as they could well go on their 
feet, ver. 17519. ‘Nothing could be offered more fair and 
neighbourly. oe 
Secondly, The -ambafladors return with a denial, ver. 18. 
‘Edom, that is, the king of Edom, as‘a proteétor of his coun- 
try, faid, Thou fhalt not pafs by mes and. when the ambaffadors 
urged. it further, he repeated the denial, ver. 20. and threa- 
tened, if they offered to enter his country; it fhould be at their 
peril; he rarfed. his trained bands to oppofe them. Thus £- 
dom refufed to give Lfrael pafage. This was owing; (i.) To 
their jealoufy of the Ifraelites: They feared they fhould re- 
ceive damage by them, and would not truft their promifes. 
And truly had this numerous army been under any other dif- 
ciplitie and command but that of the righteous God himfelf, 
who would no more fuffer them to do wrong, than to take 
wrong, there might have been caufe for this jealoufy; but what 
could they fear from a nation that had ffatutes and judgments 
jo righteous? (2.) It was owing to the old-enmity which E- _ 
fau,bore to. Ifrael:, If they had ‘no reafon to fear damage 


“by them, yet they were not willing to fhew fo much kindnefs 


‘to them. Efau hated Jacob becaufe of he bleffing ; and now 
the hatred revived, when the blefling was ready to be inherit- 
ed. God would hereby difcover the i// nature of the Edom- 
ites, to their fhame ; and try the good‘ nature of the Ifraelites, | 
to their honour : "They éurned away from him, and did not 
take this occafion to quarrel with him. Note, We mutt not - 
think it-ftrange if the moft reafonable requefts be denied by 
‘unreafonable men; and if thofe be affronted by men, whom 
God favours. J as a-deaf man heard not. After this indig- 
nity which the Edomites did to Ifrael, God gave them a par- 
‘ticular caution, wot to abhor an Edomite, (Deut. xxiii. 7.) 
though the Edomites had fhewed fuch an abhorrence in them, 
‘to teach us in fuch cafes not to meditate revenge. = 


22 4 And the children of Hrael, even the 
‘whole congregation, journeyed from Kadefh. 
and came unto mount Hor. 23 And the Lorp 
{pake unto Mofes and Aaron in mount Hor, by 
the coaft of the land of Edom, faying, 24 Aa- 
ron fhall be gathered unto his people: for he 
fhall not enter into the land which have given 
unto the children of Ifrael, becaufe ye rebelled 
againft my word at the water of Meribah. 25 
Take Aaron and Eleazar his fon, and bring 
them up unto'mount Hor. 26 And ftrip Aaron 
of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar 
his fon: and Aaron fhall be gathered unto 
his people, and fhall die there. 27 And Mofes 
did as the Lorp commanded: and they went 
up into mount Hor, in the fight of all'the con- _ 
gregation, . 28 And Mofes Rttripped Aaron of | 
his.garments, and put them upon Eleazar his 
fon; and Aaron died there in the:top of the 
mount: and ‘Mofes and Eledzar‘caine down — 

from 
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from the mount. 29 And when all the con- 
sregation faw that Aaron was dead, they mourn- 
ed for Aaron thirty days, even all the houfe of 
Hrael. Me | 


“The chapter began with the funeral of Miriam, and it ends 
with the funeral of her brother Aaron: When death comes in- 
to.a family, it often. ftrikes double. Iftael had not improved 
the former affliction they were under by the death of the pro- 
phetefs ;, and, therefore {oon after God took away their prieft, 
to try if they would lay that to heart. This happened at the 
very next {tage, when they removed to mount Hor, fetching 
a compafs about the Edomites country, leaving it on their left 
hand. Wherever we go, death attends us, and’ the graves are 
veady for us. | 

Firft, God bids Aaron die, ver. 24. God takes Mofes and 
Asaron afide, and tells them, Aaron fall be gathered unto his 
people. Thee two dear brothers are told that they muft part: 
Aaron the elder muft.die firft, but Mofes is not likely to be 
long after him; fo that it is but for a while, a little while, that 
they are parted.. [[1.] There is fomething of difpleafure in 
thefe orders; Aaron muft not enter Canaan, becaufe he had 
failed in his duty at the waters of fivife. The mention of this 
no doubt went to the heart of Mofes, who knew himfelf perhaps 
at that time more guilty of the two.. [2.] There is much, of 
mercy in shem, Aaron, though he die for his tranfgreflion, 
is not put to death as a malefactor, by a plague, or fire from 
heaven ; but dies with eafe and*in honour. 
from his people, as the exprefhion ufually is concerning thofe that 
die by the hand of divine juftice; but he is gathered to his pea- 
ple, as one that died in the arms of divine grace. [3.]'There 
is much of type, and fignificancy in them, Aaron muft not 
enter Canaan, to fhew that. the Levitical priefthood could make 
nothing perfed, that muft be done by the bringing in of a Detter 
hope. ‘Thofe priefts could not continue, Ly reafon of fin and 
death; but the priefthood of Chrift being undefiled, is unchange- 


able ; and to this, which abideth for ever, Aaron mutt refign — 


-all-his honour, Heb. vii. 23, 24, 25. 

Secondly, Aaron fubmits, and. dies, in the method and man- 
ner appointed, and, for ought appears, with as much chearful- 
nefs as if he had been going to bed. [1.]- He puts:on his ho- 

ly garments, to take his leave of them ; and goes up with his 
brother and fon to¥he top of mount Hor, and probably fome 
of the elders of Irael with him, ver. 27. They went up iz 
the fight of all the congregation, who, it is likely, were told on 
what errand they went up: By this folemn proceflion, Aaron, 
Jets Ifrael know, that he is neither afraid or afhamed to die ; 
but when the Bridegroom comes, can trim his lamps, and go 
forth to. meet him.. His,going up the hill to die; fignified, that 
_ the death of faints (and Aaron is called the faint of the Lord) 
is their a/cenfion; they rather go up than go down to death. 
[2.] Mofes, whofe hands had firft clothed Aaron with his 
_ priettly garments, now {trips him of them ; ‘for in reverence to 
the priefthood, it was not fit he fhould die in them. Note, 


Death will {trip us: Naked we came into the world, and na-. 


| ked we mult go out. We hall fee little reafon to be proud of 
our clothes, our ornaments, or marks of honour, if we confider 
a foon death will frip us of our glory, divelt us of all our 
- Oiices and honours, and take the crown off from our head. [3.} 
| “Mofes immediately puts the prieftly. garments upon Eleazar 

“his fon ; clothes him with his father’s robe, and_frengthens him 
with bis girdle, Wa. xxii. 21. Now, 1. Vbis was a. great 
' comfort to Mofes, by whofe hand the law. of the priefthood 
| was given, to fee that it fhould be kept up in a fucceffion ; and, 
. that a lamp was ordained for. the anointed, which fhould not be 
. @xtinguifhed by death itfelf, This was a happy earneft and 


ad 
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indication to the church, of the care God would take, that as 

one generation of minifters and Chriftians (fpiritual priefts) pa/* 

Jeth away, another generation fhall come up inftead of it. 2. Lt 

“‘was.a great fatisfaction to Aaron, to fee his fon, who was dear 
to him, thus preferred, and his office, which was dearer, thus 
preferved and fecured’; and efpecially to fee in this a figure of 

Chrift’s everlafting: priefthood, in which alone:his would be 

perpetuated: Now, Lord, might Aaron fay, Let thy Servant 

depart in peace, for mine eyes have feen thy falvation. °3. It was 

a great kindnefs to the people. The inftaling of Eleazar be- 

fore Aaron was dead, Would prevent thofe who bore il]-will to 

Aaron’s family from attempting to fet up another, upon his 

death, in competition with his fon; what could they do when 

the matter was already fettled? It would likewife encourage 
thofe among them that feared God, and be a token for good to 
them, that he would not leave them, nor fuffer his faithfulnefs to 
fail. [4..] Aaron died there. Prefently after he was {tript of his 
prieftly garments, he laid him down and died contentedly ; for 

a good man would defire, if it were the will of God, not to 

out-live his ufefulnefs. Why fhould we covet to continue any 

longer in this world, than while we may do good, and our ge- 
neration fome fervice in it?’ [5.1] Mofes-and Eleazar; with thofe 
that attended them, buried Aaron there where he died, as appears 
by Deut. x, 6. and then came down from the mount. And now, 
when they came down, and had left Aaron behind, it might be 
proper for them to think,that he was rather gone up to the better 
world, and had left'them behind: [6.] All the congregatiom 
mourned for Aaron thirty days, ver! 29. Tho? the lofs.was welt 
made up in Eleazar, who, being in the prime of his time, was. 
fitter for public fervice than Aaron would have been if he had 
lived ; yet it was a debt owing to their deceafed high prieft to 
mourn for him. While he lived, they were murmuring at him 
upon all occafions ; but, now he was dead, they niourned for 
him. ‘Thus many are taught tolament the lofs of thofe mer- 
cies, which they would not learn to be thankful for the enjoy- 
ment of. Many good men have had more honour done te 
their memories, than ever they had-to their perfons ; witnels 
thofe that were perfecuted while they lived, but when they 
were dead had their fepulchres garnifbed. 

(SAE > Vs ae ae. .8 & 

The armies, of Ifrael now begin to emerge out of the wildernefs, 
and to come into a land inhabited ; to enter upon adion, and 
take poffeffion of the frontiers of the land of promife. A glorious 
campaign this chapter gives us the hiftory of, e/pecially tn the 
latter part of it. Here is, 1. The defeat of Arad the Canaan- 

_ te, ver. 1,—3. IL. The chaftifement of the people with pery 
Serpents for their murmurings, and the relief granted them up- 
on their fubmiffion by a brazen ferpent, ver.4,—9. L11. Se- 
veral marches forward, and Jome occurrences by the way, Vere 
10,—20. IV. The celebrated conquef of Sihon king of the 
Amorites, vel. 21;—32.; and of Og king of Bajban, ver. 33, 
35.5 and poffefjion taken of their land. 
ND when king Arad the Canaanite, which 
dwelt in the fouth, -heard tell that Irael 
came by the way of the fpies; then he fought 
again{t Ifrael, and took /ome of them prifoners, 
2 And Ifrael. vowed a vow unto the Lorn, and 
faid, If thou wilt indeed deliver this people into 
my hand, then I will utterly deftroy their cities. _ 
_3 And the Lorp hearkened to the voice .of Hi- 
rael, and delivered. up the Canaanites: and they 
utterly deftroyed them and their cities: and-he 
called the name of the place Hormah. 
Here 


=< 
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Here is, Fir, The defeent which Arad the Canaanite made 
upon the camp of Ifrael, hearing that they came dy the way of 
the pies: For. though the {pies Mofes had fent thirty-eight 
years before, then paffed and repafled unobferved ; yet their 
coming, and their errand, it is likely, was afterwards known 
to the Canaanites, gave them an alarm, and obliged them to 
keep an eye upon Ifrael, and get intelligence of all their mo- 
tions. . Now when they underftood they were facing about to- 
wards Canaan, this Arad thinking it policy to keep the war at 
a diftance, made an onfet upon them, and fought with them. 
But it proved that he meddled to his own hurt: Had he fitten 
ftill, his people might have been laft deftroyed of all the Ca- 
naanites ; but now they were the firft. ‘Thus they that are 
overmuch wicked die before their time, Eccl. vil. 17. 

Secondly, His fuccels at firft in this attempt. His advance- 
guards picked up fome ftraggling Ifraelites, and took them pri- 
foners, ver. 1. This no doubt puffed him up; and he began to 
think he fhould have the honour of crufhing this formidable 
body, and faving his country from the ruin it threatened them. 
It was likewife a trial tothe faith of the [fraelites, and a check 
to them for their diftrufts and difcontents. 

Thirdly, Urael’s humble addrefs to God upon this occafion 
ver. 2. It was a temptation to them to murmur as their fathers 
did, and to defpair of getting pofleffion of Canaan ; but God, 
who thus tried them by his providence, enabled them by his 
grace to quit themfelves well in the trial, and to truft in God 
for relief againft this fierce and powerful affailant. ‘They by 
their elders, in prayer for fuccefs, vowed a vow. Note, When 
we are defiring and expecting mercy from God, we fhould bind 
ovr fouls with a bond that we will faithfully do our duty to 

him, particularly that we will honour him with the mercy we 
are in the purfuit of. Thus Ifrael here promifed to deffroy the 
cities of thefe Canaanites, .as devoted to God, and not to take 
the {poil of them to their own ufe. If God would give them 
‘victory, he fhould have all the praife, and they would not make 
a gain of it to themfelves. When we are in this frame, we are 
prepared to receive mercy. 

Fourthly, The victory which the Ifraelites obtained over the 
Canaanites, ver. 3. A {trong party was fent out, probably un- 
der the command of Jofhua, which not only drove back thefe 
Canaanites, but followed them to their cities, which probably 
day on the edge of the wildernefs, and utterly deftroyed them, 
and fo returned to the camp, Vincimur in pralio, Jed non in 
bello. What is faid of the tribe of Gad, is true of all God’s 
Ifrael ; a troop may overcome them, but they fhall overcome 
at the laft. ‘The place was called Hormah, as a memorial of 
the deffrudiion ; for the terror of the Canaanites, and probably 
for warning to pofterity not to attempt the rebuilding of thefe 
cities, which were deftroyed as devoted to God, and facrifices 
‘to divine juftice. And it appears, by the inftance of Jericho, 
that the law concerning fuch cities was, that they fhould never 
be rebuilt. There feems to be an allufion to this name in the 
prophecy of the fall of the New Teftament Babylon, Rev. xvi. 
16.; where.its forces are faid to be gathered together to a place 
called Arma-geddon, the deftrudion of a troop. , 


' 44 And they journeyed from mount Hor, by 
the way of the Red-fea, to compafs the land of 
Edom: and the foul of the people was much 
difcouraged becaufe of the way. 
people fpake againft God, and againft Mofes, 
Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt, 
to die in the wildernefs? for there is no bread, 
neither és there any water, and our foul loatheth 
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" dy caufe given them to 
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this light bread. 6 And the Lorp fent fiery 
ferpents among the people; and they bit the 
people, and much people of Ifrael died. 7 
Therefore the people came to Mofes, and faid, 
We have finned, for we have fpoken againft the 
Lorn, and againft thee; pray unto the Lorn, 
that he take away the ferpents from us: and 
Mofes prayed for the people. 8 And the Lora 
faid unto Mofes, Make-thee a fiery ferpent, and 
fet it upon a pole; and it fhall come to pafs, 
that every one that is bitten, when he looketh 
upon it, fhall live. og And Mofes made a fer- 
pent of brafs, and put it upon a pole; and it 
came to pafs, that if a ferpent had bitten any 


“man, when he beheld the ferpent of brafs, he © 


‘lived. 


Here is, Firf, The fatigue of Ifrael by a long march round, 
the land of Edom, becaufe they could not obtain paffage thro” 
it the next way, ver. 4. The foul of the people was much dif- 
couraged becaufe of the way.. Perhaps the way was rough.and 
uneven, or foul and dirty; or it fretted them to go fo far about, . 
and that they were not permitted to force their paflage through 
the Edomites country. Thofe that are of a fretful difcontent- 
ed fpirit will always find fomething or other to make them un- 
eafy. 
Stcons! » Their unbelief and murmuring upon this occafion, 
ver. §. Though they had juft now obtained a glorious victory 
over the Canaanites, and were going on conquering, and to 
conquer ; yet they fpeak very difcontentedly of what God had 
done for them ; and diftruftfully of what he would do; vexed 
that they were brought out of Egypt, that they had not bread 
and water as other people had by their own care and induftry, 


| but by miracle, they know not how. They have bread enough 


and to fpare, and yet they complain there ts no bread, becaufe 
though they eat angels food, yet they are weary of it; manna 
itfelf is loathed, and called Aght bread, fit for children, not for. 
men and foldiers. What will they be pleafed with, whom 


manna will not pleafe? ‘They that are difpofed to quarrel, will — 


find fault, where there'is no fault to be found. Thus thofe 
who have long enjoyed the means of grace, are apt to furfeit 
even on the heavenly manna, and to call it Aight bread. But 


let not the contempt which fome caft upon the word of God | 


make us to value it the lefs: It is the bread of life, fubftantial 


bread, and will nourifh thofe who by faith feed -upon it to life _ 


eternal, whoever calls it light dread. 
Thirdly, The righteous judgment God brought upon them | 
for their murmuring, ver. 6. he fent fiery ferpents among them, 


which Zit or {tung many of them to death. The wildernefs — 


through which they had paffed was all along infefted with thefe 
Jiery ferpents, as appears, Deut. viii. 15. But hitherto God . 


} 


had wonderfully preferved his people from receiving hurt by 
them, till now that they murmured; to chaftife them for which, ~ 
thefe animals, which hitherto had fhunned their camp, now in~ » 
vade it. Juftly are thofe made to feel God’s judgments, that 


are not thankful for his mercies. Thefe Serpents are called fiery, 


either from their colour, or from their rage, or from the ef 
fe&ts of their bitings, inflaming the body, putting it prefently. 
anto an high fever, : y 
had unjultly complained for want of water, ver. 5.3 to chaftife 
them for which, God fends upon them this ¢hir/f, which no | 
water could quench. They that cry without caufe, have jolt. 
cry out. ‘They diftruftfully concluded 

; CS eel 


{corching it with an infatiable thirft. They jf 
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“that they aid die in the wildernefs; and God took them at 


their word, chofe their delufions, and brought their unbelieving 
“fears upon them; many of them did die. ‘They had impudently 
flown in the face of God himfelf, and. the poi/on of a/ps was 
under their lips ; and now thefe tiery ferpents, which it fhould 


feem were flying ferpents, (Ifa. xiv. 29.) flew in their faces, 


and poifoned them. ‘They in their pride had lifted up them- 
felves againft God and Mofes ; and now God humbled and 
mortified them by making thefe defpicable animals a-plague to 
them. That artillery is now turned again{t them, which had 
‘formerly been made ufe of in their defence againft the Egyp- 
tians. He that brought quails to feaft them, let them know 
he. could bring ferpents to bite them: ‘The whole creation is at 
war with thofe that are in arms again{t God. 

Fourthly, Their repentance and fupplication to God under 
this judgment, ver. 7. 
ned ; they are particular in the confefon, We have /poken a- 
gainft the Lord, and againft thee. It is‘to be feared they had 
not owned the fin, if they had not felt the fmart:; but they re- 
tent under the rod: When he flew them, then they fought him. 
‘They beg the prayers of Mofes for them, as confcious to them- 
elves of their own unworthinefs to be heard, and convinced 
of the great intereft Mofes had in heayen. ‘How foon is their 
tune altered? They who but juft before had quarrelled with 
him as their worft enemy, now make their court to him as 
‘their beft friend, and chufe him for their advocate with God. 


Affliftions often change mens fentiments concerning God’s. 


people, and teach them to value thofe prayers which when 
time was they had /corned. Mofes, to fhewthat he had heartily 
forgiven them, bleffes them who had curfed him, and prays 
for them who had defpitefully ufed him. Werein he was a 


type of Chrift, who interceded for his perfecutors ; and a pat- 


tern to us to go and do likewife, and thus to fhew that we /ove 
our enemies. : 

Fifthly, The wonderful provifion God made for their re- 
lief. He did not employ Mofes in fummoning the judgment ; 
but that he might recommend him to the good affection ‘of the 


. people, he made him inftrumental in their relief, ver. 8, 9. 


-God ordered Mofes to make the reprefentation of-a fiery fer- 


- pent, which he did in brafs, and fet iton a very long pole, fo 


as that it might be feen from all parts of the camp, and every 
-one that was flung with a fiery /erpent was healed by Jooking-up 
to that ferpent of brafs. The people prayed that God would 
take away the ferpents from them, ver..6. but Ged faw fit not 
to do that; for he gives effectual relief in the des way, though 


not in our way. "Thus thofe who did not die for their mur- 


uring, yet were made to Jmart for it, that they might the 
-more ‘feelingly repent and humble themfelves for.it: They were 


_ Jikewife made to receive their cure from God by the hand of 


.Mofes, that they might be taught, if poffible, never again to 

{peak againft God and Mofes. ; ie 
This:method of cure: was altogether miraculous, and the 

‘more wonderful, if it be true which naturalifs fay, that look- 


_ sing upon bright and burnifhed brafs is hurtful to thofe that are 
_.ftung with fiery ferpents. 


God can bring about his purpofes 
by contrary means. 


_ fight of the brazen ferpent that cured them, but in looking up 


-to it, they looked up to God as the Lord that Aealed them. , 


But there was much of gofpel in this appointment. Our Sa- 
viour has told us fo, John ni. 14, 15. that as Mofes lifted up 
the ferpent in the wildernefs, fo the Son of man imuft be lift- 
ed up, that whofoever believeth on him fhould not perifh. Ob- 
ferve then a refemblance, (1.) Between their difeafe and 


ours. The devil is the old ferpent, a fiery ferpents hence 


the -appears, Rev. xii. 3. 
the biting of this fiery ferpent ; itis painful wo the ftartled 
‘gonfcience, and poifonous to the feared confcience. 


asa great red dragon. Sin is 


Satan’s 


Vol. I. 
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They confefs their fault, We have fin- _ 


The Jews themfelves fay, It was not the . 


and pitched in Oboth. 
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temptations are called his fery darts, Eph, vi. 16. Luft and 
paflion inflame the foul; fo do the terrors of the Almighty, 
when they /et them/elves in array. At the laft fin bites Like a 
ferpent, and flings like an adder ; and even its {weets are turt- 
ed into the gall of afps. (2.) Between their remedy and ours. 
if, It was God himfelf that devifed and prefcribed this anti- 
dote againft the poifon of the fiery ferpents ; fo our falvation 
by Chrift was the contrivance of Infinite Wifdom; God him- 
felf hath fond the ranfom. 2dly, It was a very unlikely me- 
thod of cure ; fo our falvation by the death of Chrift is to the 
Fews a flumbling-block, and to the Greeks foolifhnefs. Zdly, 
Tt was Mofes that lifted up the ferpent in the wildevnefs ; fo the 
law is a {choolmafter to bring us to Chrilt, and Mofes wrote 
of him, John y. 46. Chrift .was lifted up by the rulers of the 
Jews, who were the fucceffors of Mofes. \4th/y, That which 
cured was fhaped in the likenefs of that which wounded ; fo. 
Chrift, though perfedtly free from fin himfelf, yet was made in 
the likenefs of finful flefh, Rom. viii. 3. fo like, that it was ta- 
ken for granted that his man was a finner, Johnix. 24. 5thly, 
The brazen. ferpent was Uified upy fo. was Chrift. He was. 
lifted up upon the crofs, John xii. 33, 34. for he was made a 
{pectacle to the world. He was‘ lifted up by the preaching of 
the gofpel. The word here ufed for a pole, fignifies a banner 
or enfign; for Chrift crucified flands for an enfign of the people, 
Ifa. xi. 10. Some make the /ifting up of the ferpent to be a 
figure of Chrift’s triumphing over Satan, the old serpent, whofe 
head he had bruifed, and in his crofs made an open /hew of the 
principalities and powers he had /poiled and deftrayed, Col. ii. 
15. (3-) Between the application of their remedy and ours. 
They looked and lived; and we, if we believe, thall not.perifb. 
It is by faith that we look unto Fefus, Heb. xii. 2. Look unto 
me, and be ye faved, Va. xlv. 22. We muft be fenfible of 
our wound, and of dur danger by it, receive the record God 
has given concerning his Son, and rely.upon the affurance he 
has given us, that we fhall be healed and faved by him, if we 
refign ourfelves to his conduét. ‘The brazen ferpent’s being 
lifted up, would not cure if it were not /ooked upon. If any 
pored on their wound, and would not look up to the brazen 
ferpent, they died for certain. If they flighted this method 
of cure, and had recourfe to natural medicines, and trufted to 
them, they juftly perifhed ; fo if finners either de/pi/e Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs, or défpair of benefit by it, their wound will 
without doubt be fatal. But whoever looked up to this healing 
fign, though from the utmoft part of the camp, though with a 
weak and weeping eye, was certainly healed; fo whoever be- 
lieves in Chrift, though as yet but weak in faith, fhall not pe- 
rifh. There are weak brethren, for whom Chrifi died. Per- 
haps for fome time after the ferpent was fer up, the camp of ~ 
Ifrael was molefted by the fiery ferpents ; and it is the proba- 
ble conjeéture of fome, that they carried this brazen ferpent 
along with them through the reft of their journies, and fet it 
‘up wherever they encamped, and when they fettled in Ca- 


; naan, fixed it fomewhere within the borders of their'land ; for 


it is»not likely that the children of Iftael went fo far off as this 
was into the wildernefs to burn incenfe to it, as we find they 
did, 2 Kings xviii. 4. ven thofe that are delivered from the 
eternal death, which is the wages of fin, yet muft expect to 
feel the pain and {mart of it, as long as they are here in this 
world ; but if it be not cur own fault, we may have the brazen 
ferpent to accompany us, to be {till looked up to upon all oc- 
cafions, by Learing about with us continually the dying of the 
Lord Fefus. 

10 4 And the children of Ifrael fet forward, 
rr And they journey= 
ed from Oboth, and pitched at Ije-abaram,-in 
the wildernefs which is before Moab, toward 
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the fun-rifing. 12 @ From thence they rfe- 
moved, and pitched in the valley of Zared. 
13 From thence they removed, and pitched on 
the other fide of Arnon: which zs in the wil- 
dernefs that cometh out of the coafts of the A- 
morites: for Arnon is the border of Moab, be- 
tween Moab and the Amorites. 14 Wherefore 
it is faid in the book of the wars of the Lorp, 
What he did in the Red-fea, and in the brooks 
of Arnon, 15 And at the ftream of the brooks 
that goeth down ‘to the dwelling of Ar, and 
lieth upon the border of Moab. 16 And from 
thence they went to Beer: that is the well 
whereof the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, Gather the 
people together, and I will. give them water.’ 
17 4 Then Ifrael fang this fong, Spring up, O 
well, fing ye unto it, 18 The princes digged 
the well, the nobles of the people digged it, by 
the direction of the law-giver,’ with their ftaves. 
And from the wildernefs they. went to Matta- 
nah: 19 And from Mattanah to Nahaliel: and 
trom: Nahaliel to Bamoth:. 20.And from. Ba- 
moth ia the valley that zs in the country of 
Moab, to the top of Pifgah, which looketh to- 
ward Jefhimon. 


We have here. an account of thefeveral {tages and removes . 


of the children-.of Mrael, till they.came into the plains of 
Moab, out of which at length they paffed over Jordan into 
Canaan, in the beginning of Jofhua. Natural motions, the 
nearer they come to their:centre, the quicker they are. Ifrael 
was now drawing near to the promifed reft, and now they /ét 
forward, as the expreffion is, ver. 10. It were well if we 
would do, thus in-our way to heaven, rid ground in the latter 
end of our journey, and the nearer we come to heaven, be fo 
rouch the more a¢#ve and abundant:in the work of the Lord. 


‘T'wo things efpecially are obfervable in the brief account here - 


given of thefe removes. 

| Firfl, The wonderful fucce/s which God bleffed his people 
with near the brooks of Arnon, ver. 13, 14, 15. 
now compafled the land of Edom, which they were not.to ia- 
vade, nor fo much as to infeff, Deut. ii. 4, 5. and were come 
to the border of Moab. 
one to Canaan. 


mifed reft... Care is taken to let ‘us know that the Ifraelites 


in their march religioufly obferved the orders God gave them, . 
to ufe no hoftility againit the Moabites, Deut. ii. 9. becanfe 


they were the pofterity of righteous Lot ; therefore they pitch- 


ed on the other fide of Arnon, ver. 13. that,fide which was. 


now in.the poffeflion of the Amorites, one of the devoted na- 
‘tions, though formerly it had belonged to Moab; as appears 
here, ver. 26, 27.. This.care of theirs not to offer violence'to 
the Moabites is pleaded by Jephtha long after, in-his remon- 


{trance againft the Ammonites, Judges xk 15, &c. and turned ' 


to them for a teftimony. .What their atchievements were, now 
they pitched on the banks of the river Arnon, we.are not par- 
ticularly told, but are referred to the look of the wars of ihe 


Lord ; perhaps that book'which was begun with the hiftory of 


the war with the Amalekites, Exod. xvii. 14. ‘Write it (faith 
God) for a memorial in a_booki; to which were added all the 


No M B ER se 


They had. 


It is well there are more ways than , 
The enemies of God’s people may, retard. 
their pafage, but cannot. prevent their entrance into the pro-,- 


other battles Ifrael fought, in order, and among the reft, their 


actions upon the river Arnon, at Vaheb in Supha, as our mar- — 
gin reads it, and other places on that river. Or it fall be faid — 


(fome read it) in the rehearfal, or commemoration of the wars 
of the Lord, what he didin the Red-fea, when he brought Ifrael 
out of Egypt, and what he did in the brooks of Arnon, jult be- 
fore he brought them into Canaan. 1 
memorials of God’s favours to us, it is good to obferve the fe- 
ries. of them, and how-divine goodne/s and mercy hath conftant. 
ly followed us, even from the Red-fea to the brooks of Arnbn. 
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Note, In celebrating the 


In every ffage of our lives, nay, in every /fep, we fhould take - 


notice of what God has wrought for us; what he did at fucha 


time, and: what in fuch a place, ought to be diftinctly remem- | 


bered. 

Secondly, The wonderful fupply which God bleffed his peo- 
ple. with at Beer (ver. 16.) which fignifies the well, or foun- 
tain. It-is faid, ver. 10. they pitched in Oboth,- which fig- 
nifiés bottles, fo called perhaps becaufe there they filled their 
bottles with water, which would laft them for fome time ; but 
by this.time we may fuppofe it was with them, as it was with 
Hagar, Gen. xxi..15. The water was fpent in the bottle ; yet 
we. do not. find- that they murmured; and therefore God m 
compaflion to them brought them to a avell of water, to en» 
courage them to wait on him in humble filence and expecta- 


tion, and to believe that he would gracioufly take cognizance | 


of their wants, though they did not complain of them. In 
this world we do at the beft but pitch in Oboth, where our 
comforts lie in clofe and fcanty veflels: when we come to hea- 
ven, we fhall remove to Beer, the well of life, and fountain of 
living waters. Hitherto we have found when they were fup- 
plied with water, they a/eed it in unjuft difcontent, aod God 
gave it in jut difpleafure ; but here we find, (1.) That God 
gave it in love, ver. 16. Gather the people together, to be wit- 
neffes of the wonder, and joint fharers in the favour, and J- 
will give.them water. Before they prayed, God granted, and 
prevented them with the bleflings of goodnefs. (2.) That 
they received it with joy and thankfulne/s, which made the 
mercy doubly {weet to them, ver. 17. 
fong, to the glory of God, and the encouragement of one ano- 
ther, Spring up, O well: Thus they pray it may /pring up, fo, 
promifed mercies mult be fetched in by prayér ; they triumph 
that 1t doth fpring up, and meet it with their joyful acclama- 
tions: With joy mult we draw water out of the wills of falva- 
tion, Ifa. xii. 3. As the brazen ferpent was a figure of Chnft” 


_ who is lifted ‘up for our cure, fo is this well a figure of the Spirit, 
. who is poured forth for our comfort, and from whom flow to 
us rivers of living water, John vii. 38. Doth this well {pring 


up in our fouls? we fhould_/ing-to it ; take the comfort to our- 
felves, and give the glory to God: ftir up this gift, fing to it, 
Spring up, O well, thou fountain of gardens, to water my foul, 
Cant. iv. 15. Plead the promife, which perhaps alludes to 
this ftory, Ha. xli, 17, 18. 


of water. (3.) That whereas before the remembrance of the 


miracle was perpetuated in the names given to the places, which | 


fignified the people’s {trife and murmuring, .now was it perpe- 


L will make the wildernefs weils ' 


Then they fang this — 


tuated in a fong of praife, which preferved on record the man- 


ner how it was done, ver. 18. 


The princes digged. the well, 
the feventy elders it is probable, dy the direction of the law. 
§bver, i. e. Mofes, under God, with their faves; that is, with 
their ftaves they made holes in the foft and fandy ground, and 
God caufed the water miraculoufly to. fpring up in the holes — 


they made. Thus the pious Iraelites long after paffing through — 
the valley of Baca, a dry and. thirfty place, made qwells, and 


God by rain from heayen filled the pools, Pfal, Ixxxiv. 6. — 


Obferve, 1. God promifed to give them water ; but they muft — 
open the ground to receive it, and give it.yent. God’s fa- — 
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“wours matt be expected in the ufe of fuch. means as lie within 


“our power, but ftill the excellency of the power is of God. 
- 2. The nobles of Ifrael were forward to fet their hands to this 


work, and ufed their faves, probably thofe that were the en- 


figns of their honour and power, for the public fervice, and. it 
is upon record to their honour. And we may fuppofe it was 
a great confirmation to them in their offices, anda great com- 
fort to the people, that they were made ufe of by the divine 


power, as inftruments in this miraculous fupply. By this it - 


appeared that the fpirit of Mofes, who muft fhortly die, refted 
in fome meafure upon the nobles of Ifrael. Mofes did not 


_ ftrike the ground himfelf, as formerly the rock ¢ but gave them 


direGion to do it; that their ftaves might fhare in the honour 
of his rod, and they might comfortably hope, that when he 


* fhould Jeave them, yet God would not, but that they alfo in 


their generation fhould be public bleflings, and might expec 
the divine prefence with them, as long as they aéted by the 
aireétion of the Law-giver. For comfort muf{t be looked for 
only in the way of duty ; and if we would fhare in divine joys, 
we muft carefully follow the divine’conduct.. 


2% G And Ifrael fent meffengers unto Sihon 
King of the Amorites, faying, 22 Let me.pafs 
through thy land ; we will not turn into the 
fields, or into the vineyards, we will not drink 


_ of the waters of the well: dut we will go along 


by the king’s bigh-way, until we be paft thy 
borders. 23 And Sihon would not fuffer Ifrael 
to pafs through his border: but Sihon gathered 
all his people together, and went out againft 


‘Ifrael into the wildernefs: and he came to Ja- 


haz, and fought againft Hrael. 24 And Ifrael 
fmote him with the edge of the fword, and pof- 
feffed his land from Arnon unto Jabbok, even 
unto the children of Ammon: for the border 
of the children of Ammon was ftrong. 25 And 
Ifrael took all thefe cities: and Ifrael dwelt in 
all the cities of the Amorites, in Hefhbon, and 
in all the villages thereof. 26 For Hefhbon was 
the city of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who 
had fought againft the former king of Moab, 
and taken all his land out of his hand, even un- 
to Arnon. 27 Wherefore they that fpeak in 
proverbs, fay, Come unto Hethbon, let the city 
of Sfhon be built and prepared, . 28 For there 


. is a fire gone out of Hefhbon, a flame from the 


» 


king of the Amorites. 


city of Sihon: it hath confumed Ar of Moab, 
and the lords of the high places of Arnon. 29 
Wo to thee, Moab; thou art undone, O people 
of Chemofh: he hath given his fons that efcaped, 
and his daughters, into captivity, unto Sihon 
30 We have fhot at 
them ; Hefhbon is perifhed even unto Dibon, 


and we have laid them wafte even unto. No- 


pbah, which reacheth unto Medeba. 31 § Thus 
Ifrael dwelt in the land of the Amorites. 32 
And Mofes fent to fpy out Jaozer, and they 
took the villages thereof, and drove out the A- 
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33 9 And they turn- 
ed and went up by the way of Bafhan : and Og 
the king of Bathan went out again{t them, he, 
and all his people, to the battle at Edrei. -34 
And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Fear him not: 
for I have delivered him unto thy hand, and all 
his people, and his land ; and thou fhalt do un- 
to him as thou didft unto Sihon king of the A-. 
morites, which dwelt at Hefhbon. 35 So they 
{mote him and his fons, and all his people; un-. 
til there was none left him alive: and they pof- 
fefled his land. 


We have here an account of the victories Ifrael obtained 
over Sihon and Og; which mutt be diftinétly confidered, . not 
only becaufe they are here diftinétly related, ‘but becaufe long 
after the memorial of them is diftinétly celebrated, and they 
are feverally afligned as inftances of everlafting mercy: He, 
flew Sihon king of the Amorites, for his mercy endureth for ever; 
and Og the king of Bafhan, for his mercy endureth for ever, 
Pfal. cxxxvi. 19, 20. 

. Firft, Urael fent a peaceable meffage to Sihon king of the~ 
Amorites, ver. 12. but received an unpeaceable return, worfe 
than that of the Edomites to the like meflage, chap. xx. 18, 
20. For the Edomites only refufed them paffage, and {tood 
upon their own defence to keep them out; but Sihon went 
out with his forces againf? [frael in the wilderne/s, out of his 
own borders, without any provocation given him, ver. 23. 
and fo run himfelf upon his own ruin. Jephtha faith he was 
prompted by his politics to do this, Judg. xi. 20. Sihon trufi- 
ed not Lfrael to pafs through his coaft : But his politics deceived. 
him ; for Mofes faith, God hardened his fpirit, and made his 
heart obftinate, that he might deliver him into the hand of Ifrael, 
Deut. ii. 30. The enemies of God’s church are often infa- 
tuated in thofe very counfels which they think moft wifely ta- 
ken.  Sihon’s army was routed; and not only fo, but all his 
country came into: the poffeflion of Ifrael, ver. 24, 25. 

This feizure is juftified, (1.) Againft the Amorites theme 
felves, for they were the aggreffors, and provoked the Lrae- 
lites to battle; and yet perhaps that would not have been fuf- 
ficient to entitle Ifrael to their land, but that God himfelf, the 
‘King of nations, and Lord of the whole earth, had given them 
a grant of it. The Amorite was one of the devoted nations, 
whofe land God had promifedto Abraham and his feed, which 
ptomife fhould be performed when the iniquity of the Amo- 
rites fhould be full, Gen. xy. 16. Jephtha infifts upon this 
grant as their title, Judg. xi. 23, 24. The victory God gave 
them ‘over the Amorites, put them in poffefon: and then the 
promife made to their fathers having given them a right, by 
virtue of that they kept poffeffion. (2.) Againft the Moab- 
ites, who had formerly been the lords proprietors of the coun- 
try ; if they fhould ever lay claim to it, and fhould plead, that 
God himfelf had provided that none of their land fhould be gi- 
ven to Lrael for a poffeffion, Deut. ii. g. Mofes here furnith- « 
eth pofterity with a replication to their plea, and Jephtha makes 
ufe of it againft the Amorites two hundred and fixty years af- 
ter, when Ifrael’s title to this country was queftioned. 1. The . 
juftification itfelf is, that though it is true this country had bee 
longed to the Moabites, yet the Amorites had taken it from 
them fome time before, and were now in full and quiet poflef- 
fion of it, ver. 26. The Ifraelites did not take it out of the 
hands of the Moabites; they had before loft. it to the Amo- 
rites, and were conf{trained to give up their pretepfions to its 
and when Ifrael had taken it from the Amorites,’ they were 
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under no. obligation to reftore it to the Moabites, whofe title to 
it was long fince extinguifhed. See here the uncertainty of 
worldly poffeffions, how often they change their owners, and 
how foon we may be deprived of ‘them, even when we think 
ourfelves moft fure of them; they make themfelves wings. It 
is our wifdom therefore to fecure the good part which cannot 
be taken away fromus. See alfo the wifdom of the Divine 
Providence, and its perfect forefight, by which preparation 1s 
made’ long before for the accomplifhment of all God’s purpo- 
fes in their feafon. This country being defigned in due time 
for Ifrae!, it is before-hand put into the hand of the Amorites, 
who little think that they have it but as truftees till Mrael 
‘comes of age, and then mutt furrender it. We underftand 
not the vaft reaches of Providence; but known unto God are 
ail his works, as appears in this inftance, that he fet the bounds 
of the people according to the number of the children of Ifrael, 
Deut. xxxii. 8. All that land which he intended for his cho- 


fen people he put into the poffeffion of the devoted nations, that * 


were to be driven out. 2. For proof of the allegation, he re- 
fers to the authentic records of the country for fo their pro- 
verbs or fongs were ; one of which he quotes fome paflages out 
of, ver. 27, 28, 29, 30. which fufficiently proves what it “is 
vouched for, viz. iff, That fuch and fuch places that are here 
named, though they had beén in the poffeflion of the Moabites, 


were by right of war become the dominion of Sihon king of _ 


the Amorites. Fefhbon is become his city ; and he obtain- 
ed fuch a quiet poffeflion of it, that it was duil/t and prepared 
for him, ver. 27,3; and the country to Dibon and Nophah was 
Jikewife fubdued, and annexed to the kingdom of the Amorites, 
ver. 30. 2d/y, That the Moabites were utterly difabled ever 
to regain the poffeffion: Even Ar of Moab, though not taken 


or attempted. by Sihon,. but {till remaining the metropolis of | 


Moab, yet was fo waffed by this lofs, that it would never be 
able to-make head, ver. 28. The Moabites were undone, and 
even Chemofh their god hath given them up, as unable to re- 
{cue them out of the hands of Sihon, ver. 2g. By all this it 
appears, that the Moabites claim to this country was barred 
for ever. ‘There may be a further reafon for inferting this A-' 
morite poem, wx. to thew, That the trivmphing of the, wicked 
is fbort. They that had conquered the Moabites, and infulted 
over them, are now themfelves conquered and infulted over by 
the Ifrael of God. It is very probable that the fame Sihon 
king of the Amorites, that had got this country from the 
Moabites, now loftittothe Ifraelites ; forthough it be faid to be 
taken from a former king of Moab, ver. 26, yet not by a for- 
mer king of the Amorites; andsthen it fhews how fometimes 
juftice makes men to fee the lofs of that which they got by 
violence, and were puffed up with the gain of. They are ex: 
alted but for a little while, Job xxiv. 24. 


' Secondly, Og king of Bafhan, inftead of being warned by 


the fate of his neighbours to make peace with Ifrael, is alarmed 


‘ by it to make war upon them, which proves in like manner to ~ 


be his deftru€ion. Og was alfo an Amorite, and therefore 
perhaps thought himfelf better able to deal with Hrae! than his 
neighbours were, and more likely to prevail, becaufe of his own 
gigantic ftrength and ftature, which Mofes takes notice of, 
Deut. iii. 11. where he gives a more full account of this {tory. 
Here obferve,'(1.) That the Amorite begins the war, ver. 33. 
He went aut to battle againft Ifrael. Tis country was very 
rich and pleafant. Bafhan was famous for the beft timber, 
witnels the oaks of Ba/ban ; and the beft breed of cattle, wit- 
nefs the dulls and kine of Ba/han, and the lambs and rams of 
that country, which are celebrated Deut. xxxil. 14. Wicked 
men do their utmoft to.fecure themfelves and their poffeflions 


again{t the judgments of God, but all'in vain when their day ‘ 


comes'ta fall. (2.) That God interefts himfelf in. the caufe, 
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bids [frael not to fear this threatning force, promifeth a com= ._ 
plete victory: J have delivered him: inta thy hand, vers 34+. 
“© The thing is as good as done already, it is all thine own,. 
enter and take poffeflion.” Giants are but worms before God’s. 
power. (3.) That Ifrael is more than a conqueror ; not only 
routs the enemies army, but gains the enemies country, which. - 
afterwards was part of the inheritance of the two tribes anda 
half that were firft feated on the other fide Jordan. God gave 
Ifrael thefe fuccefles while Mofes was yet with them ; both forhis 
comfort, that he might fee the beginning of that glorious work, . 


which he mutt not live to fee the finifhing of ; and for the en- 


couragement of the people in the war of Canaan under Jofhua. 
Though this was tothem in comparifon but as the day of /malt- 
things, yet it was an earnelt of great things. 


Clb APS XML 

At this chapter begins the famous flory of Balak and Balaam 3 
their attempt to curfe Ifrael, and the baffling of that attempt. 
God’s people are long after bid to remember what Balak the 
king of Moab confulted, and what Balaam the fon of Beor 
anfwered him, that they might know the righteoufnefs of 
the Lord, Mic. vi. 5. Jn this chapter we have, 1. Balak’s 
fear of Ifrael, and the plot he had to get them curfed, ver. 1, 
—4. Il. The embaffy he fent to Balaam, a conjurer, to fetth 
him for that purpofé, and the difappointment he. met with in 
that firft embaffy, ver. 5,—14. LI. Balaam’s coming to 
him upon his fecond meffage, ver. 15,—21. IV. The oppo- 

_ fition Balaam met with by the way, ver. 22,35. V. The 
interview at length between Balak and Balaam, ver. 365 
att : 

ND the children of Ifrael fet forward, and. _ 

pitched in the plains of Moab, on this. 
fide Jordan by Jericho. 2 4 And Balak the 
fon of Zippor faw all that Ifrael had done: 
to the Amorites. 3 And Moab was fore afraid 
of the people, becaufe they were many: and: 

Moab was diftrefled, becaufe of the children of 

Ifrael. 4 And Moab faid unto the elders of 

Midian, Now fhall this company lick up all 

that are round about us, as the ox licketh up: 

the grafs of the field. And Balak the fon of — 

Lippor was king of the Moabites at that time.. 

5 He fent meflengers therefore unto Balaam 

the fon of Beor, to Pethor, which is by the ri- 

ver of the land of the clrildren of his people, to. 
call him, faying, Behold, there is a people come 
out from Egypt: behold, they cover the face: 
of the earth, and they abide over againft me.. 

6 Come now therefore, I pray thee, curfe me: 

this people, for they wre too mighty for me: 


} peradventure I fhall prevail, shat we may fmite- 


them, and that I may drive them out of the. 
land: for I wot that he whom thou blefleft is 
bleffed, and he whom thou curfeft, is curfed. 


_7 And the elders of Moab, and the elders of 


Midian departed, with the rewards of divina-. 
tion in their hands; and they. came unto. Ba-- 
laam, and fpake unto him the words of Balak. — 
8 And he faid unto them, Lodge here> this 

“night, 


ms 
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night, and I will. bring you word again as the 
Lorp fhall fpeak unto me: and the princes of 


“Moab abode with Balaam. 9g And God came 


unto Balaam, and faid, What men are thefe 
with thee? ro And: Balaam faid unto God, 
Balak the fon of Zippor, king of Moab, hath 
fent unto me, faying, 11 Behold, there is a 
people come out of Egypt, which covereth 
the face of the earth: come now, curfe me 


-them.; peradventure I fhall be able to over- 


come them, and drive them out. 12 And God 
faid unto Balaam, Thou fhalt not go with them, 
thou fhalt not curfe the people: for they are 
bleffed. 13 And Balaam rofe up in the morn- 
ing, and faid unto the princes of Balak, Get 
you into your land: for the Lorp refufeth~ to 
give me leave to go with you. 14 And the 
princes of Moab rofe up, and they went unto 
Balak, and faid, Balaam refufeth to come with 


US. 
The children of Ifraet have at length finifhed their wander- 


- ings in the wildernefs, out of which they went up, chap. xxi. . 


18. and are now encamped in the plains of Moab near Jordan, 
where they continued till they paffed through Jordan under 
Jofhua, after the death of Mofes.. Now here we have, 

| Firft, The mighty fright that the Moabites were in upon 
the approach of Ifrael, ver. 2, 3, 4. They needed not to fear 
any harm from them, if they knew (and it is probable Mofes 
fet them know,) the orders God had given Ifrael, not to con- 
tend with the Moabites, nor to w/e any hoftility again{t them, 
Deut. ii. 9. 
jealous that it was but a fham, to make them fecure, that they 
might be eafier conquered. Notwithf{tanding the old friend- 


{hip between Abraham and Lot, the Moabites refolved to ruin- 


Ifrael if they could; and therefore they will take it for gran- 
ted, without any ground for the fufpicion, that. Ifrael refolves 
‘to ruin them. ‘Thus it is common for thofe that defign mif- 
chief, to pretend that mifchief is defigned againft them; and 
their groundlefs jealoufies muft be the colour of their caufelefs 
malice. ‘They hear of their triumphs over the Amorites, ver. 
2. and think their own houfe is in danger when their neigh- 
bour’s is on fire. "[heyobferve their. multitude, ver. 3: They 
awere many; and hence infer how eafily they would conquer 
their country, and all about them, if fome fpeedy and effectual 
courfe were not taken to ftop the progrefs of their victorious 
arms : “ They fhall /ick up,, or devour us, and all that are 
round about us, as fpeedily and irrefiftibly as the ox eats up the 
grafs,’’ ver. 4.3; owning himfelf to be an unequal match for fo 
formidable an enemy: Therefore they were fore afraid, and 
diftreffed themfelves. "Thus were the wicked in. great. fear 
where no fear was, Pfal. Ini. 5. ~'Thefe fears they communi- 
cated. to their neighbours the elders of Midian, that fome mea- 
fares’ might be concerted between them for their common 
fafety ; for if the kingdom of Moab fall, the republic of Midi- 
an cannot ftand long. The Moabites, if they had pleafed, 
might have made a good ufe of the advances of Ifmael, and 
thetr fuccefles againft the Amorites. ‘They had reafon. to re- 
jeice, and give God and Ifrael thanks for freeing them from 
the threatening power of Sihon king of the Amorites; who 
had taken from them part of their country, and was likely to 
over-run the reft. “They-had reafon likewife to have courted 


But if they had any notice of this, they were. 
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Ifrael’s friendfhip, and to have come in fo their affitance. 
But having forfaken the. religion. of their father Lot, and being 
funk. into idolatry, they hated the people of the Ged of Abra- 
ham, and were juftly infatuated in their counfels, and given up , 
to difltrefs. : 
Secondly, The project the king of Moab had to get the peo- 
ple of Zfrael curfed, 1. e. to fet God againft them, who. he per- 


' ceived hitherto fought for them. He trufted more to his arts. 


than to his. arms; and had a notion, that if he could but get 
fome prophet or other with his powerful charms to imprecate 
evil upon them, and to pronounce a blefling upon ‘himfelf and. 
his. forces, that then, though otherwife too weak, yet he fhould 
be able to deal with them, This. notion aro, (1.) Out of 
the remains of Yome religion ; for it owns a dependance vpon 
fome invifible fovereign powers that rule in. the affairs of the 
children of men, and determine them, and an obligation upon 
us to make application to thefe powers. (2.) Out of the ruins 
of the true religion ; for if the Midianites and Moabites had 
not wretchedly degenerated from the faith and worthip of their 
pious anceftors Abraham and Lot, they could not have ima- 
gined it poflible with their curfes to do any prejudice to.a peo~- 
ple who alone adhered to the fervice of the true God, from: 
whofe fervice they had revolted. . 

Thirdly, The court he made to. Balaam.the fon of Beor, a 
famous conjurer, to engage him to curfe Lrael. This Balaam. 
lived a great way off in that country from whence Abraham 
came, and where Laban lived ; but though it is probable there 
were many nearer home that were pretenders to divination, 
yet.none that had fo great a reputation for faccefs as Balaam 3. 
and Balak will employ the beft he can hear of, though he 
fend a great way for him, fo much is his heart upon this pro- 
ject. And to gain him, (1.) He makes him his friend; come - 
plaining to him, as his confident, of the danger he wasin from 
the numbers. and neighbourhood of the camp of Ifrael, ver. 5... 
They cover the face of the earth, and they abide over-againft mee. 
(2.) In effect he makes him Ais god, by the great power he _ 
attributes to his word: He whom thou bleffe/t is bleffed, and he 
whom thou curfeft is curfed, ver. 6. Vhe learned Bifhop Pa-- 
trick inclines to think, with many of the Jewifh: writers, that 
Balaam had been.a great prophet, who, for the accomplifhment 
of his predictions, and. the anfwers of his prayers both for 
good and evil, had been looked upon jultly.us a man of great 
intereft with God; but growing proud and covetous, God de- 
parted. from him; and thea, to fupport his finking credit, he 
betook himfelf to diabolical arts. He is called a prophet, 2 
Pet. i 16. becaufe he had been one; or, perhaps, he had rai- 
fed his reputation from the firft by his magical charms, as Si- 
mon Magus, who bewitched the people fo far, that he was cal- 
led the great power of God, A&s viii. 10. Curfes pronounced.’ 
by God’s prophets, in the name of the Lord, have wonderful 
effets; as ‘Noah’s Gen. ix. 25. Elifha’s, 2 Kings it. 24. 
But the curfe caufele/s fhall not come, Prov. xxvi. 2.3. no more 
than Goliah’s, when he curfed David by his gods, 1 Sam. 
xvii. 43. Let us defire to have the prayers of God’s minifters 
and people for us, and. dread having them aeainf? us; for they 
are greatly regarded by him who dleffeth indeed, and. curfeth in- 
deed. But Balak’ cannot rely. upon thefe~ compliments as 


. fufficient to prevail with Balaam ; the main inducement is yet 


behind, ver. 7. They took the rewards of divination: in their 


hand ; the wages of unvighteoufne/s, which he. loved, 2 Pet. 
ii. 15 


Fourthly, The reftraint God lays upon Balaam, forbidding 
him to curfe Ifrael. It is very likely, Balaam, being-a curi- 
ous inquifitive man, wa» no ftranger to Ifrael’s cafe, and cha- 
racter, but had heard that God was with them of a truth ; 
fo that he ought to have given thefe meflengers their anfwer,, 

immediately 
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immediately, that he would never curfe a people whom God 
had bleffed; but he lodges the meffengers, and takes a night’s 
time to confider,what he fhould do, and to receive inftructions 
from God, ver. 8. When we enter into a parley with temp- 
tations, we are in® great danger of being overcome by them. 
In the night God comes to him, probably in a dream, inquires 
what bufinefs thofe ftrangers had with him: He knows it; Sut 
he will know it from him. - Balaam gives him an account of 
their errand, ver. 9, 10, 1163 and God thereupon chargeth 
him not to go with them, nor attempt to curfe that blefled 
people, ver. 12. Thus God fometimes for the preférvation of 
his people, was pleafed to fpeak to bad men; as to Abime- 
lech, Gen. xx. 3.3 and to Laban, Gen. xxxi. 24.: And we 
read of fome that were workers of iniquity, and yet in Chrift’s 
name prophefied, and did many wondrous works. Balaam is 
charged not only not to go to Balak, but not to offer to curfe 
this people, which he might have attempted. at a diftance; and 
the reafon is given, They are b/fed. This was part of the 
-blefling of Abraham, Gen. xii. 3. J will curfe him that cur- 
feth thee. So that an attempt to curfe them would be not only 
fruitlefs, but perilous. Ifrael had often provoked God in the 
wildernefs ;- yet he will not fuffer their enemies to curfe them, 
‘for he rewards them not according to their inigquities. - The 
‘bleflednefs of thofe whofe fin.is covered cometh with them, 
Rom. iv. 6, 7. - 

Fifthly, The return of the meffengers without Balaam. 
‘(1.) Balaam is not faithful in returning God’s anfwer to the 
meflengers, ver. 13. He only tells them, The Lord refu/eth 
to give me leave to go-with you. He doth not tell them,. as 
he ought to’have done, that Ifrael was a d/efed people, and 
mutt by no means be curfed; for then the defign had been 
-erufhed, and the temptation had not been renewed: But <he 
doth in effe& defire them to give his humble fervice to Balak, 
cand let him know: that he “applauded his project, and would 
have been very glad to gratify him, but truly he has the cha- 
wracter of a prophet, and muft not go without leave from God, 
‘which ‘he has net yet obtained, and therefore for the prefent 
che muft be exeufed, ‘Note, Thhofe are a fair mark for Satan’s 
‘temptations, that {peak diminithingly of divine prohibitions, as 
if they amounted to.no more than the denial of .a permiflion, 
rand as if.to go again/? God’s faw,-were only to go without his 
eave. (2.) The:meffengers are not faithful in returning Ba- 
laam’s anfwer to Balak; all the account they give of it is, 
Balaam refufeth to tome with us, ver. 13. intimating that he 
only wanted more court{hip, and higher proffers:; but they.are 
not willing Balak fhould know that God ‘had fignified his dif 
‘allowance of the attempt. Thus are great men wretchedly 
abufed by the flatteries of thofe about them, who do all they 
-can to prevent:their feeing their own faults and follies, 


15 4 And Balak fent yet again princes, 
amore, and more honourable than they. 16 
And they came to Balaam, and faid to him. 
Thus faith Balak the fon of Zippor, Let no- 
thing, I pray thee, hinder thee from coming 
unto me: 17 For I will promote thee unto very 
great honour, and I will do whatfoever thou 
fayeft unto me: Come therefore, I pray thee, 
curfe me this people. x8 And Balaam anfwer- 
ed and faid unto the fervants of Balak, If Balak 
would give me his houfe-full of filver and gold, 
i cannot go beyond the word of the Lorp my 
God, to do lefs or more. 19 Now therefore, I 
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pray you, tarry ye alfo here this night, that I 
may know what the Lorp will fay unto me 

more. 20 And God came unto Balaam at night, 
and faid unto him, Ifthe men come to call thee, 
rife up, and go with them; but yet the word 
which I fhall fay unto thee, that fhalt thou do. 
21 And Balaam rofe up in the morning, and 
faddled his afs, and went with the princes of - 
Moab. | . 


We have here a fecond embafly {ent to Balaam to fetch hint 
over to curfe Ifrael. It were well for us if we would be as 
earneft and-conftaat in profecuting a good work, notwith{tand- _ 
ing difappointments, as Balak was in purfuing this ill defign. 
The enemies of the church are reftlefs and unwearied in their | 
attempts againft it; but he that fits in heaven laughs at them. 
Obferve, 

Firft, The temptation Balak laid before Balaam ; he con<— 
trived to make this affault more vigorous than the former. It 
is very probable he fent double money in the hands of his mef- - 
fengers: But, befides that, now he tempted him with honours 5_ 
laid a'bait not only for ‘his covefou/ne/s, but for his pride and 
ambition. How earneftly fhould we beg of God daily to mor~— 
tify in us thefe two limbs of the old man? Thofe that know — 
how to look with a holy contempt upon worldly wealth and 
preferment, will find it not fo hard a matter as moft men do 
to keep a good confcience. See how artfully Balak managed 
the temptation. {1,) The meffengers he fent were more, and 
more honourable, ver. 15. He fent to this conjurer with as 
great _refpeét and deference to his quality as if he had been a _ 
fovereign prince, apprehending perhaps that Balaam had thought _ 
himfelf flighted in the fewnefs and meannefs of the former mef- 
fengers. (2.) The requeft was very urgent: This powerful 
prince becomes a fuiter to him: Let nothing, I pray thee, hin-— 
der thee, ver. 16.3; no not God, or confcience, or any fear ei- _ 
ther of fin or fhame. (3-) The proffers were high: J wil! 
promote thee to very great honour among the princes of Moab. | 


? 


Nay, he gives him a blank, and he fhall write his own terms: — 


I will do whatfoever thou fayeft ; i. e. * I will give thee what-— 
ever thou defireft, and obferve whatever thou ordereft; thy 
word {hall be a law to me,” ver. 17. Thus finners ftick at no_ 
pains, fpare no coft, and care not how low they {toop for the — 
gratifying either of their luxury or of their malice; fhall we 
then be {tiff and ftrait-handed in our compliance with the laws _ 
of virtue? God forbid. “me 
Secondly, Balaam’s feeming refiftance of, but rea/ yielding | 
to, this temptation. We may here difcern in Balaam a ftrug- 
gle between his convictions and his corruptions. (1.) His con=— 
victions charged him to adhere to the command of God, and 
he fpoke their language, ver. 18. nor could any man have faid — 
better: Jf Balak would give me his houfe-full of filver and gold, 
and that is more than he can give, or I can afk, J cannot go © 
beyond the word of the Lord my God. See how honourably he 
fpeaks of God: He is Jehovah, my God. Note, Many call 
God “heirs, that are not his ; not truly his, becaufe not only 
they /wear by the Lord, but by Malcham. See how refped- 
fully he fpeaks of the word of God, as one refolved’to ftick | 
to it, and in nothing to vary from it; and how /lightly of the 
wealth of this world, as if gold and filver were nothing to him . 
in comparifon with the’ favour of God; and yet at the fame _ 
time the Searcher of hearts knew that he loved the wages of — 
unrighteoujne/s. Note, It is ‘an eafy thing for bad men to fpeak 
very good words, and to make a fhew of piety from the - 
teeth outward. There is no judging of men by their words, — 
BE RE Cod. 
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God knows the heart. (2.) His corruptions at the fame time 
ftrongly inclined him to go ‘contrary to the command. He 
feemed to refufe the temptation, ver. 18.; but even then he ex- 
prefied no abhorrence of it, as Chrift did, when he had the 
kingdoms of the world offered him, Get thee hence, Satan; and 
as Peter did, when Simon Magus offered him money, Thy 
money perifo with thee. But it appears, ver. 19. that he had 
a great mind to accept the proffer; for he would further attend 
to know what God would fay to him, hoping he might alter 
his mind, and give him leave to go. This wasa vile reflection 
upon God Almighty, as if he would change his mind, and 
now at la(t fuffer thofe to be curfed whom he had pronounced 
blefed ; and as if he would be brought to allow of that which 
he had already declared to be evil. Surely he thought God al- 
together fuch an one as himfelf. He had already been told what 
the will of God was; in which he ought to have acquiefced, 
and not to have defired a re-hearing of that caufe which was 
already fo plainly determined. Note, It is a very great affront 
to God, and a certain evidence of the dominion of corruption 
in the heart, to beg eave to fin. 

Thirdly, The permiffion God gave him to go, ver. 20. God 
came to him, probably by an angel ; and told him he might, 
if he pleafed, go with Balak’s meflengers. So he gave him up 
to his own heart’s luft. ** Since thou halt fuch a-mind to go, 
_ even go: Yet know, that the journey thou undertakeft fhall not 
$e for thine honour 3 for though thou hatt leave to go, thou fhalt 
not, as thou hopelt, have leave to curle; for the word which I 
JSoall fay unto thee, that thou fbalt do. Note, God hath wick- 
ed men in a chain; Aitherto they fball come by his permiflion, 
~ but xo further than he doth permit them. Thus he makes the 
wrath of man to praife him, yet at the fame time refrains the 
.remeinder of it. It was in anger that God {aid to Balaam, go 
with them; and we have reafon to think that-Balaam himfelf 
fo underftood it, for we do not find him pleading this allow- 
ance when God reproved him for going. Note, As God fome- 
times denies the prayers of his people in love, fo fometimes he 
grants the defires of the wicked in wrath. 

Fourthly, His fetting out in the journey, ver. 21- God gave 
him leave to go, if the men called him: But he was fo fond of 
the journey, that we do not find he ftaid for their calling him; 
but he himfelf rofe up in the morning, got every thing ready 
with all fpeed, and qwent with the princes of Moab, who were 
proud enough that they had carried their point. The apoftle 
defcribes Balaam’s fin here to be, that hé ran greedily into an 
error for reward, Jude, ver. 11- The love of money is the 
root of all oa 


22 ¢ And God’s anger was kindled, becaufe 
he went: and the angel of the Lorn ftood in 
the way for an adyerfary againit him: Now he 
was riding upon his afs, and his two fervants 
‘were with him. 23 And the afs faw the angel 
of the Lorp ftanding in the way, and his fword 
drawn in his hand: and the als turned afide 
out ‘Of the way, and went into the field: and 
Balaam {mote the afs to turn her into the way. 
24 But the angel of the Lorn ftood ina path of 
the vineyards, a wall being on this fide, and a 
wall on that fide. 25 And when the afs faw 
the angel of the Lorn, fhe thruft herfelf unto 


the wall, and crufht Balaam’s foot againft: the: 


wall: and he fmote her again. 26 And the an- 


-gelof the Lorp went further, and flood ina. 
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narrow place, where was no way to turn either 
to the right hand or to the left. 27 And when 
the afs faw the angel of the Lorp, the fell down 
under Balaam: and Balaam’s anger was kin- 
dled, and he {mote the afs witha ftaff. 28 And 


-the Lorp opened the mouth of the afs, and fhe 


faid unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, 
that thou haft fmitten me thefe three times? 
29 And Balaam faid unto the ais, Becaufe thou 
haft mocked me: I would there were a fword 
in mine hand, for now would [ kill thee. 30 
And the afs faid unto Balaam, 4m not I thine 
afs, upon which thou haft ridden ever fince J, 
was thine, unto this day? was I ever wont to 
do fo unto thee? And he faid, Nay. 31 Then 
the Lorp opened the eyes pf Balaam, and he 
faw the angel of the Lorn ftanding in the way, 
and his {word drawn in his hand: and he bow- | 
ed. down his head, and fell flat on his face. 32. 
And the angel of the Lorp faid unto him, 
Wherefore haft thou fmitten thine afs thefe 
three times? behold, I went out to withftand 
thee, becaufe thy way is perverfe before me. 
33 And the afs faw me, and turned from me- 
thefe three times: unlefs fhe had turned from 
me, furely now alfo I had flain thee, and faved 
her alive. 34 And Balaam faid unto the angel - 
of the Lorn, I have finned; for I knew not that 
thou ftoodeft in the way againft me: now there- 


fore, if it difpleafe thee, I will get me back a-- 


gain. 35 And the angel of the Lorp faid un- 

to Balaam, Go with the men: but only the 
word that I fhall fpeak unto thee, that thou. 
fhalt fpeak: So Balaam went with the princes 

of Balak. 


We have here an account of the oppofition God gave to” 
Balaam in his journey towards Moab ; probably the princes 
were gone before, or gone fome other way, and Balaam had 
appointed where he would meet them, or where they would 
{tay for him, for we read nothing of them in this encounter ;. 
only that Balaam, like a perfon of fome quality, was attended 
with his two'men-; honour enough one would think for fuch » 
aman, he needed not be beholden to Balak for promotion. 
[1t.] Here is God’s difpleafure again{t Balaam for undertaking 
this journey, God’s anger was kindled becaufe he went, ver.22. 
Note, 1. The fin of finners.is-not to be thought the lefs pro- 
voking to God for his permitting it. We mutt not think that 
becaufe. God doth not by his providence reftrain men from fin, 
therefore he approves of it; or that it is therefore not hateful 
to him; he fuffers-fin,. and yet is angry-at it. 2. Nothing is 
more: difpleafing to God than malicious defigns-again{t his peo- 
ple ; he that touches them, touches the apple of his eye. [2.] 


. The way: God took to let Balaam know his difpleafure againtt 

him.. dn angel flood in the way for an adverfary. 
‘fulfilled his promife to Ifrael, Exod. xxii. 22. f« 
“enemy to thine enemies. ‘The holy angels are adverfaries to fin, 
and perhaps are employed. more than we are aware of in pre» 
~yenting it, particularly in oppofing thofe that have any ill de~ 
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figns againft God’s church and people, for whom Michael our 
prince ftands up, Dan. xii. x. and x, 21. What a comfort:is 
this to all: thet-with well to the Ifrael of God, that he never 
fuffers wicked Gnakto form any attempt againft them, but he 
fends his co? eg to break the attempts, and ecure 
his Little ones? Webepythe prophet faw the four horas that /cat- 
tered Fadah, at the lame time he faw four carpenters that were 
to fray thofe horns, Zecn. i. 18. When the enemy comes in like 
a flood, the Spirit of the Lord will lift up a flandard againj? him. 
This angel was an adverfaryto Balaam, becaufe Balaam count- 
ed him his adverfary; otherwife thofe are really our belt friends, 
and we are fo to reckon them that {top our progrefs in a finful 
way. The angel ftood with his fword drawn, ver. 23: a 
flaming word, \ike that in'the hands of the cherub, Gen. iii. 
"24. turning every way. Note, The holy angels are at war with 
thofe with whom God is. angry, for they are the minifters of 
his juftice. Sa ay 
Balaam has notice given him of God’s difpleafure, [1:] 
By the a/s, and that did not flartle him. ‘The a/s faw the an- 
_gely Ver. 23. How vainly did Balaam boaft that he wasa man 
* whofe eyes qwere open, and that he faw the vifion of the Almighty, 


chap. xxiv. 3, 4. when the afs he rode on faw more than he | 


did, his eyes being blinded with covetoufnefs and ambition, and 
dazzled with the rewards -of divination? Note, Many have 


God again{t them, and his holy angels, but are not aware of © 


it. The.a/s knows his owner, fees his danger, but Balaam doth 
aot know, doth not confider, ifa.i. 3. Lord, when thy hand is 
lifted up they will not fee. 
ceit of vifions and revelations, when even an afs faw an angel; 
yet let thofe be afhamed of their own fottifhnefs, worfe than 


that of the beafts that -perifh, who when they are told of the | 


{word of God’s wrath drawn againft them, while they perfift 
in wicked ways, yet will go on, the afs underftood the law 
of felf-prefervation better than fo; for, to fave both herfelf and 
her fenfelefs rider, 1. She turned afide out of the way, ver. 23. 


Balaam fhould have taken the hint of this, and confidered, » 


“whether he were not out of the way of his duty, but inftead 
of that, he deat her into the way again. ‘Thus they, who by 


-wilful fin are running headloxg into perdition, are angry at | 


-thofe that would prevent their ruin, 2. She had not gone 
much farther, but fhe fees the angel again, and then to avoid 
chim, runs up to a wall, ahd crufhes her rider’s foot, ver. 24, 
25. How many ill accidents are we liable to in travelling up- 


on the road, from which if we are preferved we muft own our | 
obligations to the Divine Providence, which by the miniftry — 
of angels, £eeps us in all our ways, left we dafh our foot again 


a flone? But if we at any time meet with a difafter, it fhould 
put us upon an inquiry, Whether our way ‘be right in the fight 
of Ged or no? The crufhing of Balaam’s foot, though it was 
the faving of his.life, yet provoked him fo much, that he Jmote 
bis afs the fecond time. 
which, though a prefent uneafinefs, yet is a real kindnefs. 3. 
Upon the next encounter with the angel, the afs fe// down un- 
der Balaam, ver. 26, 27. He ought to have confidered that 
there was certainly fomething extraordinary in this, for his afs 
was not refty, nor did fhe ufe to ferve him thus; but it is 
common for thofe whofe hearts are fully fet in them to do evil, 


to puth on violently, and break through all the difficulties which | 


providence lays in their way to give check to them, and to ftop 


them in their career. Balaam ‘the third time {mote his afs, . 
though fhe had now done him the beft piece of fervice ‘that | 
ever fhe did him, faving him from the fword of the.angel, | 


and, by Aer falling down, teaching him to do likewife. 5. 


When all this -would not work upon him, God opened the - 
mouth of the afs, and fhe fpoke to him once and again; and | 


yet neither did this move him, ver, 28. The Lord opened the 
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Let none be puffed up with a con- — 


So angry are we apt to be at that | 


7 


* 


mouth of the afs. This was'a great miracle, quite above the 


power of nature, and wrought by the power of the God of na- 
ture, who made man’s mouth, and taught him to fpeak ; for o- 
therwife (fince we learn to{peak purely by imitation, and there- 
fore they that are born deaf, are confequently dumb) the firft 
man had never fpoke, nor any of his feed: He that made 
man fpeak, could when he pleafed make the afs to /peak with 
man’s voice, 2 Pet. ii. 16. Here Mr.Ainfworth: obferves, 
that the devil when he tempted our firft parents to fin, did it by 
a fubtle ferpent: but God, when he would convince Balaam, 
did it by a filly afs, a creature dull and fottifh to a proverb: for 
Satan corrupts mens minds by the craftine/s of thofe that lie in 


_ wait to deceives but Chrift has chofen the foolifh things of the 


world to confound the wife. By a dumb afs God rebukes the’ 


madnefs of the prophet, for he will never want reprovers, but ~ 


when he pleafes can make the {tones to cry out as witnefles to 
him, Luke xix, 40, Hab. ii. 11. aff, The afs complained of 
Balaam’s cruelty, ver. 28. What have. I-done unto thee, that 
thou haft fmitten me? Note, The righteous God will not fee the. 
meanelt and weakeft abufed; but either they fhall be enabled to 
fpeak in their own defence, or he will fome way or other fpeak 
for them. If God would not fuffer a beaft to be wronged, much 
lefs a man, a Chriftian,a child of hisown. We cannot pen the 
mouth of the dumb as God did here, but we may and mult open 
our mouth for the dumb, Prov. xxxi. 8. Job xxxi. r3. The 
afs’s complaint was jult, What have I done? Note, Thofe we 
{mite with hand«or tongue, we fhould confider what they have 
done unto us, and what provocation they have given us. We 
hear it not, but thus the whole creation groans, being burdened, 
Rom. viii. 22. It was much that Balaam. was not aftonifhed 
to hear his afs fpeak, and put to confufion ; but fome think, 
being a conjuror, it was no new thing to him to be thus {po- 


_ ken.to by his familiars; others rather. think, that his brutifh 


headftrong paflion fo blinded him that he could not obferve or 
confider the ftrangenefs of the thing. ‘Nothing befots men 
worfe than unbridled anger'doth. Balaam in his fury wifbed 
be had a fword to kill his afs with, ver. 29. . See his impoten- 
cy; can he think by his curfes to-do mifchief to Hrael, that 
has it not in his power to kill his own afs? this he cannot do,’ 
yet he fain would; and what would he get by that, but make 
himfelf fo much the poorer (as many-do) to gratify his pafhon 
and revenge: Such was the madnefs of this falfe prophet. Here 
Bifhop Hall obferves, it is ill falling into the’ hands of thofe 
whom the brute creatures find unmerciful s for a good ‘man ren 
gardesh the life of his bea. -2dly, The afs reafoned with him, 
ver. 3p. . God enabled not only a dumb creature to fpeak,- 
but a dull creature to fpeak to the purpofe. 
argues with him from, (1.) His propriety in her. m-not J 
thine afs? Note, 1. God has given to man a dominion over 
the creatures ; they are delivered into his hand to be ufed, and 
put under his feet to be ruled. 2. Even wicked people have 
a title to the poffeflions God gives them, which.they are not 
to be wronged of. 3. The dominion God has given us over 
the creatures is a good reafon why we fhould not abufe them. 
We are their lords, and therefore muft not be tyrants. (2.) 


Her ferviceablenefs to him,—on which thou haft ridden. Note, ~ 


It is good for us often to confider how ufeful the inferior crea- 
tures are and have been.to us, that we may be thankful to 
‘God, and. tender, of them. (3.) That fhe was not wont to do 
fo by him; had never before crufhed his foot, or fallen down 
under him3 he might therefore conclude'there was fomething 
more than ordinary that made her do fo now. Note, 1. The 


an offender. 2, When the creatures depart from their wont- 
ed obedience to us, we fhould inquire the caufe within our- 
felvyes, and be humbled for our fins. tated 
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Three things fhe | 
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feldomnefs of an offence fhould moderate our difpleafure againft - 


\ C2.) Ba- \ 
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* 
at 


a 


Chap. XXIL. 


{[2-] Balaam at length had fotice of God’s difpleafure dy 
the angel, and that did ftartle hin. When God opened his 
-eyeshe faw the ange/, ver,31. and then he himfelf fell flat upon 
his face, in reverence of that glorious. meflenger, and in fear of 
‘the fword he faw in his hand. God has many ways of break- 
‘ing and bringing down the hard and unhumbled heart. 1. The 
angel reproved him for his outrageoufnefs, ver. 32, 33. Where- 


fore haft thou fmitten thine afs? whether we confider it or no, 


it it certain God will eall us to account for the abufes done to 
his creatures. _ Nay, he fhews him how much more reafon he 
had to {mite upon his breaft, and to condemn himfelf, than to 


3 _ By out thus againft his als ; thy way is perverfe before me, and 


‘then how can{t thou expec to profper? and how much wifer 
his afs was than he himfelf, and how much beholden he was 
to her that fhe turned afide ; it was for his fafety, and not for 


her own, for had the gone on, he had been fain, and fhe had 


been faved alive. Note, When our eyes are opened we fhall 
fee what danger we are tn, in a finful way ; and how much it 
was for our advantage to be croffed in it, and what fools we 
‘were to quarrel with our croffes which helped to fave our lives. 
2. Balaam then feemed to relent, ver.34. I have finned; finned 
in undertaking this journey, finned in pufhing on fo violently ; 


‘but he excufes it with this, that he faw not the angel, but now . 


he did fee him, he was willing to go back again. That which 
-was difpleafing to God was not fo much his going, as his go- 
ing with a malicious defign againft Irael, and a fecret hope, 
that notwith{tanding the provifo with which his permiflion was 
clogged, he might prevail to curfe them, and fo gratify Balak, 
and get preferment under him. Now this wickednefs of his 


- heart it doth not appear that he is fenfible of, or willing to 


own} but if he finds he cannot go forward, he will be content 


(iince there isno remedy) ¢o go back. Here is no fign that 
his heart is turned, but if his hands be tied he cannot help it. 
Thus many leave their fins, only becaufe their fins have left 
them. ‘There feems to be a reformation of the life, but what 
will that avail if there be no renovation of the heart? 

[3.] The angel however continued his permiflion, ver, 35. 
-Go with the men; Go, if thou haft a mind to be made a fool 


_ of, and to be made afhamed before Balak, and all the princes 
of Moab; Go, but the word that I fhall peak unto thee that thou 


"princes of Balak. 


fealt fpeak, whether thou wilt or no. For this feems not to 
be a precept, but a prediction of the event, that he fhould not 
only not be able to curfe Ifrael, but he fhould be forced to blefs 
them; which would be more for the glory of God, and his 
own confufion, than if hehad turned back. ‘Thus God gave 
him fair warning, but he would not take it, he went with the 
For the iniquity of-Balaam’s covetoufnefs 
God svas wroth and fmote him, but he went on frowardly, Ifa. 
Ivii. 17. , 


36 FY And when Balak heard that Balaam 
was come, he went out to meet him, untoa city 


of Moab, which is in the border of Arnon, which 
‘ag in the utmoft coaft. 37 And Balak faid un- 


_ to Balaam, Did I not earneftly fend unto thee 


~ honour? 


to call thee? wherefore cameft thou not unto 
me? am I not able indeed to promote thee to 
38 And Balaam faid unto Balak, Lo, 
Iam come unto thee: have I now any power at 
all to fay anything? the word that God putteth 
in my mouth, that {hall lfpeak. 39 And Ba- 


- Jaam went with Balak, and they came into Kir- 
- jath-huzoth. 4o And Balak offered oxen and 
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- rib was tied up with, Ha. xxxvii. 29. 
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fheep, and fent to Balaam, and >to the prince 
that were with him. gz And it came.to pafs 


‘on the morrow, that Balak took Balaam, and 


brought him up into the high places of Baal, 
that thence he might fee the utmoft pare of the 
people. . . ae 


We have here the meeting between Balak and Balaam, con- 


federate enemies to God’s Ifrael ; but here they feem to differ 


in their expeétations of the fuccefs. 

[1i.] Balak fpeaks of it with confidence, not doubting but 
to gain his point, now: Balaam was come. — In expectation of 
this he went out to meet him, -even to the utmoft border of his 
country, ver. 36.; partly to gratify his own impatient defire to 
fee one he had fuch great expectations from, and partly to do 
honour to Balaam, and fo to engage him with his utmoft.pow- 
er to ferve him. See what refpeét heathen princes paid to thofe 
that had but the name and face of prophets, and pretended to 
have any intereft’ in heaven ; and how welcome one was that 
came with his mouth full of curfes. What a fhame is it then 
that the ambaffadors of Chrift are fo little refpected by moft, 
fo much defpifed by fome! and that they are fo coldly enter- 
tained, who bring tidings of peace and a blefling! Balak has 
now nothing to complain of, but that Balaam did not come 
fooner, ver. 37. and he thinks he fhould have confidered both 
the importunity Balak had ufed, Did J not earneftly fend to 
thee ? and the importunity of leffer people than kings has pre- 
vailed with many againft their inclinations: And that he fhould 
alfo have confidered Balak’s intentions concerning him, 4m 
not I able to promote thee to honour ? Balak, as king, was in his 
own kingdom the fountain of honour, and Balaam fhould have 
his choice of all the preferments that was in his gift ? he there- 
fore takes himfelf affronted by Balaam’s delays, which looked 
as if he thought the honours he prepared not worthy his accept- 
ance. Note, Promotion to honour is a very tempting bait to 
many people ; and it were well if we would be drawn into the 
fervice of God by the honour he fets before us. Why do we 
delay to come unto him? Is not he able to promote us to honour? 
[2.] Balaam {peaks doubtfully of the iffue, and bids Balak not 
depend too much upon him, ver. 38. Have J now any power 
at all to fay any thing? I am come, but what the nearer am I? 
gladly would I curfe Ifrael; but I muft not, I cannot, God 
will not fuffer me. He _feems to fpeak with vexation at the 
hook in his nofe, and the bridle in his jaws ; fuch as Sennache- 
[3.] They addrefs 
themfelyes with all {peed to the bufinefs: Balaam is nobly en- 
tertained over night, a facrifice of thank{giving is offered to the 
gods of Moab for the fafe arrival of this welcome gueft, and 
he is treated with a feaft upon the facrifice, ver. 40. ; and the 
next morning, that no time might be loft, Balak takes Balaam 
in his chariot, to the igh places of his kingdom, not only be- 
caufe their holinefs (fuch as it was) he thought might give fome 
advantage to his divinations, but their height might give him a 
convenient profpect of the camp of ifrael, which was to be the 
butt or mark at which he muft fhoot his envenomed arrows. 
And now Balaam is really as folicitous to pleafe Balak, as e- 
ver he had pretended to -be to pleafe God. See what need 
we have to pray every day, Our Father in heaven, lead us not 
into temptation. 


CTR AY?.* XX. 

In this chapter we haveBalak and Balaam bufy at work to do 
Tfrael a mifchief, and, for ought appears, neither Mofes nor 
the elders of Tfrael know any thing of the matter, nor are in a 
capacity to break the fnare ; but God, who keeps Ifrael, ‘and 

poe & neither 
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neither flumbers nor fleeps, baffles the attempt, without any in- 
terceffion ov contrivance of theirs, . Here is, 1. The firft at- 
tempt to cus" Lfrael. Cos) The preparation made for it by 
facrificesy Vet. 1,3. (2.) The -contrary inftruciion God 
gave Balaant, ver. 4, 5. (3.) The blefing Balaam was 
compelled to pronounce upon Lfrael inflead of a cugfe, ver. 7, 
—ic, (4.) The great difappointment' Balak was hereby put 
under, ver. 11, 12. IL. The fecond attempt, in the fame man- 
ner made, and in the fame manner baulked, ver. 13,—26. 
IU]. Prepurations made for a third attempt, ver. 27,— 30. 
The ifue of which we have in the next chapter. 
> 


A ND Balaam faid unto Balak, Build me here 
fy feven altars? and prepare me here feven 
oxen, and feven rams. 2 And Balak did as Ba- 
laam had fpoken; and Balak and Balaam of- 
fered on every altar a bullock and a ram. 
And Balaam faid unto Balak, Stand by thy 
burnt-offering, and I will go, peradventure the 
Lorp will come to meet me: and whatfoever 
he fheweth me, I will tell thee. And he went 
to an high place. 4 And God met Balaam; 
and he faid unto him, I have prepared feven al- 
~ tars, and I have offered upon every altar a bul- 
lock andaram. 5 And the Lorp put a word 
in Balaam’s mouth, and faid, Return unto Ba- 


Jak, and thus thow fhalt fpeak. 6 And he re- — 


turned unto him, and lo, he ftood by his burnt- 
facrifice, he, and all the princes of Moab. 4 
And he took up his parable, and faid, Balak the 
king of Moab hath-brought me from Aram, out 
of the mountains of the eatt, faying, Come, curfe 
me Jacob, and come, defy Ifrae]. 8 How thall 
Ycurfe whom God hath not curfed? or how 
fhall I defy, whom the Lorn hath not defied ? 
9 For from the top of the rocks I fee him, and 
from the hills I behold him: lo, the people fhall 
dwell alone, and fhall not be reckoned among 
the nations. 10 Who can count the duft of Ja- 


cob, and the number of the fourth. part of Ie | 


-rael? let me die the death of the righteous, and 

let my laft end be like his. 31z And Balak faid 
unto Balaam, What haft thou doné unto me? 
T took thee to curfe miné enemies, and behold, 
thou hat bleffed them altogether. 12 And-he 
anfwered and faid, Muft I not take heed to 
{peak that which the Lorp hath, put in my 
mouth? 

Here is, Firf, Great preparations made for the curfing of 
Uracl. That which was aimed at was to engage the God of 
Ifrael to forfake them, and either to be on Moab’s fide, or to 
ftand neuter. O the fottifhnefs of fuperftition, to imagine that 
God will be at mens beck! Balaam and Balak think to bribe 
him with altars and facrifices, offered without any warrant or 


jaftitution of his; as if he would eat the fle/b of bulls, or drink. 


the blood of goats. Ridiculous nonefenfe, to think that thefe 
would pleafe God, and gain his favour, when there could be 
anthem no exercife either of faith or obedience! Yet it fhould 
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enrich himfelf with the wages of unrighteou/ne/s. 


fapreme Numen, and not to any of their local deities. But. 


the multiplying of altars was an inflance of their degeneracy 4 


from the religion of their auceftors, and their apottafy to ide- 


latry, for they that multiplied altars multiplied. gods, Ephraim ‘ 
Thus they sikzd not io * 


made many altars to fin, Hof. vil. U1. ed 10 
retain Cod in their knowledge, bat became vain in their imagima- - 
lions ; and yet prefumptuoufly expected hereby to gain God - 
over to them, from Urael who had his fanétuary among them, . 
and his anointed altar. : 

Obferve here, (1.) How very imperious Bzlaam was, proud 
to have the command of a king, and to give law to. princes. 


Such is the fpirit of that wicked one who exalteth himfelf a- 4 
bove all that is called God, or that is worfhipped. With what / 


authority doth Balaam give orders, build me here (in the place 
I have pitched upon) even altars, of ftone or turf! ‘Thus he 
covers his malice againft Ifrael with a thew of. devotion; but: 
his facrifice was an abomination, being drought with fauch a 
wicked mind, Prov. xxi. 27. That which he aimed at was 
not to honour God with the /acrifices of rightcoufne/s, but to 
(2) How 
very obfequious Balak was. The altars were prefently built, 
and the facrifices prepared, the beft of the fort, /even bullocks 
and feven rams. Ba'ak {ticks not at the charge, nor doth he 
Jnuff at it, or think it either a wearine/s or a difparagement to - 
rand by his burnt-offering as Balaam ordered him. 


Secondly, The turning of the curf2 into a bleffing, by the over- — 


ruling power of God, in love to !frael; which is the account _ 
Mofes gives of it, Deut. xxiil. 5. ae eae 
[1._] God puts the blefling into the mouth of Balaam. While - 
the facrifices were burning, Balaam retired; he went folitary, . 
into fome dark grove on the top of the high place, ver. 3. marg. . 
Thus much he knew, that folitude gives a good opportunity of - 
communion with God; thofe that would meet with him muft - 
retire from the world, and the bufinefs and converfation of it, and 
love to be private, reckoning themfelves never lefs alone, than — 


when alone, becanfe the Father is withthem. Enfertherefore into . 


thy clofet, and fhut the door, and be affured God will meet thee if - 


thou feek him in due order: But Balaam retired with a perad- _ 
venture only, having fome thoughts that Ged might meet him; ,- 


but being confcious to himfelf of guilt, and knowing that’ God 


had lately met him in anger, he had reafon to {peak doubtfully, 
Byt kt = 


ver. 3. Peradventure the Lord will come to meet me. 
not fuch a man think that he fhall receive any favour from God. 
Nay, it fhould feem, though he pretended to go meet with God, 

he really defigned to ufe inchantments, fee chap. xxiv. 1. But , 
whatever he intended, God defigned to ferve his own glory ° 


by him, and therefore met Balaam, ver..5. What comnunion  — 


has light with darknefs ? no friendly communion, we, may be. 
fure; Balaam’s way was {till perverfe, and God was ftill an 
ddverfary to him ; but Balak having chofen him for his oracle, 
God would conftrain him to utter fuch a confeflion to the he-. 
nour of God and Ifrael, as fhould render thofe for ever inex- 
cufable who fhould appear in arms againft them. 
Jaam’ was aware that God met him, probably by an angel, he 


boafted of his performances : J have prepared feven altars, and — 


offered upon. every altar a bullock and a ram How had he 


‘done it? it coft him nothing, it was done at Balak’s expence 3 __ 


When Ba-~. 


‘ 
i 


| Chap. XXUL a 


feem they offered thefe facrifices to the God of heaven, the -. 


. 


yet, (1.) He brags ofit, as if he had done a mighty thing, The ? 


acts of devotion which are done in hypocrify, are commonly | 
“reflected upon with pride and vain-glory. 
went up to the tempie to boalt of his religion, Luke xviii: 12... — 


Thus the Pharifee-. 
(2.) He infifts upon it as a reafon why.God foes 


“him in his defire to curfe [frael, as if now he had made God. _ 


his debtor, and might draqw upon him for what he pleafed. He 
thinks Gods fo much beholden to him for thefe facrifices that. 


the <3 


i 
| 
| 
If 
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‘Chap. XXIII. 
the leaft hecan do for them, is to facrifice his Ifrael to the 
malice of the king of Moab. Note, It is a common cheat that 
wicked people put upon themfelves to think, that by the fhews 
of piety they may prevail with God to countenance them, and 
connive at them in their greate{t immoralities, efpecially in per- 
~fecution, Ifa: Ixvi. 5. However, though the facrifice was an 


abomination, God took the occafion of Balaam’s expectation,» 


“to put a word into his mouth, ver. 5. for the anfwer of the 


tongue is from the Lord; and thus he would fhew how much 


they are miftaken, who fay, With our tongue we will prevail, 
-our lips are our own, Pfal. xii. 4.3 he that made man’s mouth 
knows how to manage it, and-to ferve his own purpofes by it. 
This fpeaks terror to daring finners, that /et their mouth again/t 
-the heaven ; God can make their own tongues to fall upon.them- 
felves, Plal. Ixiv. 8. and it fpeaks comfort to God’s witneffes, 
whom at any time he calls out to appear for him. If God 
put a word intg the mouth of Balaam, who would have defied 
God and Ifrael, furely he will not be wanting to thofe who de- 
fire to glorify God, and edify his people by their teftimony ; 
but it /ball be given to them in that fame hour what they. fhould 
Peper OG : : 
¢ [2-] Balaam pronounced the blefling in the ears of Balak. 
~He found him flanding by his burnt facrifice, ver. 6. clofely at- 
tending it, and earneftly expecting the fuccefs. Thofe that 
would have an anfwer of peace from God mutt abide by the 
“facrifice, and attend on the Lord without diftraction, not weary 


in well-doing. Balaam having fixed himfelf in the place ap- 
pointed for his denouncing curfes againft Ifrael, which perhaps 
he had drawn up in form ready to deliver, takes up his parable, 


and it proves a blefling, ver. 7.- He pronounceth Ifrael fafe 


- cand happy, and fo bleffeth them. 


_ 1. He pronounceth them /afe, and out of the reach of his 
envenomed darts. (1.) He owns the defign was to curfe them ; 
that Balak fent for him out of his own country, and he came 
with that intent, ver. 7. The meflage fent to him was, Come, 
éurfe me Facob, and come defy Ifrael. Balak intended to make 
war upon them, and he would have Balaam to blefs his arms, 
and to prophefy and pray for the ruin of Ifrael. (2.) He 
‘owns the defign defeated, and his own inability to accomplifh 


it. He could not fo much as give them an ill word, or an 


Alt with “Hows (ball Rctirfe'aubom Good hatB not curfed, ver. 8. 


not that therefore he would not do it, but therefore he could 
not-do it. "This is a fair confeflion, 1/7, Of the weaknefs and 
impotency of his own magic fkill, for which others valued him 
fo much, and doubtlefs he valued himfelf no lefs. He was the 


‘moft celebrated man.of that profeffion, and yet owns himfelf 


baffled. God had warned the Ifraelites not to ufe divination, 
Lev. xix. 31. and this providence gave them a reafon for that 
Jaw, by fhewing them the weaknefs and folly of it. As they 
had feen the magicians of Egypt befooled, fg here the great 
conjurer of the eaft. See Ifa. xlvil. 12, 13,14. 2d/y, It is 


a confeffion of the fovereignty and dominion of the divine pow- 


» er. He owns, that he could do no more than God would 


_ “faffer him to do; for God could over-rule all his purpofes, and 


turn his counfels headlong. 3d/y, It is a confeflion of the in- 


- Violable fecurity of the people of God. Note, 1. Gods Ifrael 


: 


are owned and bleed of him. He has not curfed them, for 
théy are delivered from the curfe of the law; he has not defied 
them; nor rejected or abaridoned them, though mean and vile. 
2. Thofe that have the good-will of heaven have the ill-will of 
hell; the ferpent and his feed have an enmity to them. 3. 
‘Though the enemies of God’s people may prevail far again{t 
‘them, yet they cannot curfe them: that.is, they cannot do 


them any real mifchief, much lefs a ruining mifchief, for they 


~ cannot feparate them from the love of God, Rom. viii. 39. 
2. He pronounceth them Aeppy—in three things: (1.) 
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- Happy in their peculiarity, and diftin@ion from the ref of the 
-nations, ver. 9. from the top of the rocks I fee him. »And it 
fecms to have been a mighty furprife to him,” that whereas (it 
is probable) they were reprefented to-him as a rude and difor- 
derly rabble, that infefted the countrics round about in ram- 
bling parties, he faw them a regular incorporated camp, in which 
appeared all the marks of difcipline and’ good order; he faw — 
them a people dwelling alone, and forelaw they would continue 
fo, and their fingularity would be their unfpeakable honour. 
Perfons of quality we call perfons of diflindion ; this was Ifrael’s 
praife, though their enemies turned it to their reproach, that 
they differed from all neighbouring nations, not enly in their 
religion and facred rites, but in their diet and drefs, and com- 
mon’ ufages, as a people called out of the world, and not to be 
conformed to it. "They never loft their reputation till they min- 
gled themfelves among the heathen, Pfal. cvi. 35. Note, ' It is 
the duty and honour of thofe that are dedicated to- God, to be 
Jeparated from the world, and not to walk according to the 
courfe and cuftom of it. Thofe who make confcience. of pecu- 
liar duties, may take the comfort of peculiar privileges, which | 
it is likely Balaam has an eye to here; God’s Irael fhall not 
{tand upon a level with other nations, but be dignified above 
them all, as a people near to God, and fet apart for him, (2.) 
Happy in their numbers; not fo few and defpicable as they 
were reprefented to him, but an innumerable company, which 
made them both honourable.and formidable, ver. 10. JVho can .. 
count the duft of Facob? The number of the people was the 
thing that Balak was vexed at, chap. xxii. 3. Moab was afraid 
of them, becaufe they were many; and God doth here by Ba- 
laam increafe that fear and vexation, foretelling their further 
increafe. Balak would have him fee the utmoff part of the peo- 
ple, chap. xxii. 41. hoping the more he faw of them, the more 
he would be exafperated againft them, and throw out his cur- 
fes with the more keennefs and rage ‘but it proved quite con- 
trary; inftead of being angry at their numbers he admired them. 
The better we are acquainted with God’s people, the better 
opinion we have of them. He takes notice of the number, 1/2, 
Of the duff of Facob, i. e. the people of Jacob, concerning 
whom it was foretold that they fhould be as the duff for num- 
~ ber; Gen. xxviii. 14. Thus he owns the fulfilling of the pro- 
mife made to the fathers, and expects that it fhould be yet fur- 
ther accomplifhed. Perhaps it was part of David’s fault in 
numbering the people, that he offered to count the duft of Jacob 
which God had faid fhould be znnumerable. 2dly, Of the 
fourth part of Ifrael ; alluding to the form of their camp, which 
was caft into four fquadrons, under four ftandards. Note, 
God’s Ifrael is a very great body ; his fpiritual Ifrael is fo, and 
they will appear to be fo, when they fhall all be gathered toge- 
ther unto him in the great day, Rev. vil. 9. (3.) Happy in 
their laff end. Let me die the death of the righteous Ifraelites, 
that are in covenant with God, and let my /af end, or future 
frate, be like theirs, or my recompenfe, viz. in the other, world. 
Here, 1/, It is taken for granted: that death is the end of all 
men 3-the righteous themfelves mu/? die; and itis good for each 
of us to think of this with application, as“Balaam himfelf doth 
here, {peaking of his own death. 2d/y,; T1¢ goes upon the fup- 
pofition of the foul’s immortality, anda different {tate on the 
other fide death, to which his is a noble teflimony, and an e- 
vidence of its being anciently known and believed. For how 
could the death of the righteous bé more defirable than the 
death of the wicked upon any other account, but that of a hap- 
pinefs in another world, fince in the manner and circum{tances 
of dying we fee all things come: alike to.all?  3dly, He pro- 
nounceth the righteous truly blefled, not only while they live, 
but when they die 5 which makes their death not only more 
defirable than the death of cnt but even more defirable than 
3X 2 life 


y ¢ 


540 


life itfelf; forin that fenfe his with may be taken, Not only 
when I do die, let me die the death of the righteous; but I 
could even now be willing to die, on that condition that I might 
die the death.of ihe righteous,-and take my end this moment, 
provided it might be Ake Ais. Very near the place. where Ba- 
‘Jaam now was, on one of the mountains of Moab, not long af- 
ter, Mofes died; and to that perhaps, God, that put his-word 
into his mouth, defigned it fhould have a reference, that by it 
Mofes might be encouraged to go up and die fuchadeath as Ba- 
laam himfelf wrfhed to have died. ath/y, He fhews his opinion 
of religion to be better than his refolution; there are many who 
deftre to die the death of the righteous, but do not endeavour to 
five the life of the righteous ; gladly would they have their end 
like theirs, but not their way; they would be faints in heaven, 
but nOt faints on earth. This is the defire of the /lothful, which 
kills him, becaufe his hands refufe to labour. This of Balaam’s 
is only a with, not a prayer; and is a vain wifh, being only.a 
with of the end, without any care of the means. ‘Thus far 
this blefling goes, even to death, and beyond it, as far as the laf? 
end. 

Now we are told, ver. 12. (1.) How Balak fretted at it, 
yer. 11. He pretended to honour the Lord with his facrifices, 
and to wait for the anfwer God would fend him3 and yet, 
when it did not prove according to his mind, he forgat God, 
and ilew out ina great paflion again{t Balaam,as if it had been 
purely his doing: What haf? thou done unto me? how haft thou 
difappointed me? Sometimes God makes the enemies of his 
church a vexation one to another, while he that fits in heaven 
laughs at chem, and the efforts of their impotent malice. (2.) 
How Balaam was forced to acquiefce in it. He fubmits be- 
caufe he cannot help it, and yet humours the thing well enough; 
as if he had been mighty confcientious. Anfwering Balak with 
the gravity of a prophet, Muff I not take heed to fpeak that 
which the Lord has put in my mouth ? ver. 12. . Thus a con- 
feffion of God’s over-ruling power is extorted from a wicked 
prophet, to the further confufion of a wicked prince. 


13 And Balak faid unto him, Come, I pray 
thee, with me unto another place, from whence 
thou mayeft fee them: thou fhalt fee but the 
utmoft part of them, and fhall not fee them all: 
and cutfe me them from thence. 14 4 And 
he brought him into the field of Zophim, to the 
top of Pifgah, and built feven altars, and offer- 
ed a bullock and a ram on every altar. 15 And 
he faid unto Balak, Stand here by thy burnt- 
offering, while I meet the LORD yonder. 16 
And the Lorp met Balaam, and put a word in 
. his mouth, and faid, Go again unto Balak, and 
fay thus. 17 And when he came to him, be- 
hold, he ftood by his burnt-offering, and: the 
princes of Moab with him. And Balak faid un- 
to htm, What hath the Lorn fpoken? 18 And. 
he took up his parable, and faid, Rife up, Balak, 
and hear; hearken unto me, thou fon.of Zip- 
por: 1gGod is not a‘man, that he fhould he, 
neither the fon of man, that he fhould repent : 
hath he faid, and fhall he-not do zt? or hath he 
fpoken, and fhall he. not, make it good? 20 

Behold, I have received commandment to blefs ; 
and he hath bleffed, arid I cannot reverfe it, 21 
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“among them. 22 God brought them out of E- 


He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither 


hath he feen perverfenefs in Ifrael: the Lorn: 
his God is with him, and the fhout of a king i 


gypt ; he hath as it were.the firength of an u- 
nicorn. 23 Surely there is no inchantment a 
gainft Jacob, neither zs there any divimation a- 


faid of Jacob, and of Ifrael, What hath God 
wrought! 24 Behold, the people fhall rife up 
as a great lion, and lift up himfelf as a young 
lion: he fhall not lie down until he eat of the 


prey, and drink the blood of the flain. 254 And’ 
| Balak faid unto Balaam, neither curfe them at. 


all, nor blefs them at all. 26 But Balaam an- 
fwered and faid unto Balak, Told not I thee, 

faying, All that the Lorp fpeaketh that PF muft: 
do? 27g And Balak faid unto Balaam, Come, - 


peradventure it will pleafe God, that thou may-. 
eft curfe me them from thence. 28 And Ba- 
lak brought Balaam unto the top of Peor, that- 
looketh toward Jefhimon. 29 And Balaam faid. 
unto Balak, Build me here feven altars, and pre- 
pare me here feven bullocks, and feven rams... 
30 And Balak did as Balaam had faid, and of-- 
fered a bullock and a ram on every altar. ~ 
Here is, Fir/f, Preparation made the fecond time.as before» 
for the curfing of Ifrael. (1.) The place is changed, yer. 13. 
Balak fancied that Balaam having fo full a profpeét of the- 
whole camp of Ifrael, from the top'of the rocks,.ver. 9. he was 


them, or fo affrighted with the terror of it that he durft not ;. 
and therefore he would bring him to another place from which. 


hoped he might obtain leave, to. curfe, and fo by degrees he 


of Irael which Balaam now had in his eye, and into. which he 
he was to throw the fire-balls of his curfes. See how reftlefs 
and unwearied the church’s enemies are in their malicious:at- 
tempts to ruin it; they leave no ftone unturned, no projeét un-- 
tried to compafs it. O that we were as full of contrivance and . 
refolution in profecuting good defigns for. the glory of God!. 
(2.) The facrifices are repeated, new altars are built, a bul. 
lock and a ram offered on every altar, and Balak attends his 


(defignedly upon Ifrael, but really upon himfelf and his people, ) 


_ we would not ftick at the return both of the charge and of the 


labour of religions. exercifes. (3.) Balaam renews his attend- 


vain, much lefs will he fay fo to any of the feed of Facob, who 
fhall furely find him, not only as Balaam, ches jullie and! 


Balak was impatient to know what meflage he had: What hath. 
ae j the: 


he might fee only fome part of them which would appear more. 
defpicable ; and that part at lealt which would lie in view he- 
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fhould get ground again{t them ; intending, no doubt, if he had - 
gained this point, to make his attack on that part of the camp — 


facrifice as clofely as ever, ver. 14, 15. Were we thus ear- 
neft to obtain the blefling, as Balak was to procure a curfe, 


ance on God, and.God meets him the fecond time, _and puts: 
another word into his mouth 3 not to rever/e the former, but. - 
to ratify it, ver. 16,17. If God faid not to Balaam, Seek in» 


~ gainft 'Ifrael : according to this time it fhall be — : 


I pray thee, I will bring thee unto another place; — 


either enamoured with the beauty of it that he would not cure — 


oracle, but their bountiful rewarder. When Balaam returned, 


bie 


ae: 


i, 


/ 
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~ the Lord ‘/pcken? is there aby better tidings yet ? any hopes of 


fpeeding ? This fhould be our inquiry when we come to hear 
the word of God. See Jer. xxiii. 35. 


Secondly, A fecond converfion of the-curfe into a bleffing by | 


the over-ruling power of God ; and this blefling is both larger 
and {tronger than the former, and quite cuts off all hopes of 
altering it. Balak having been fo forward to afle what the Lord’ 
had /poken, ver. 17. Balaam now addrefled himfelf particu- 
larly to him, ver. 18. Rife up,’ Balak, and hear, It was a 
meffage from Godvhe had to deliver, and it is required of Ba- 
lak, though a king, (1.) That he attend; hear, and hearken,. 
with a clofe application of mind, let not a word flip. (2.) 
That he attend with reverence: Rife up and hear. His fuc- 
ceflor Eglon, when he was to reccive a meflage from God, ro/e 
out of his feat, Judg. iti. 20. ris 

Two things Balaam in this difcourfe informs Balak of, fore- 
ly to his grief and difappointment. 
__ {1.]. That he had no reafon to hope he fhould ruin Ifrael ; 
it would be to no purpofe to attempt it, and he would deceive 
himfelf if he expected it; for tworeafons. (t.) Becaufe God 
ts unchangeable, ver. 19. God is not a man that he fhould he. 
Men change their minds, and therefore break their words ; 
they lie, becaufe they repent, but God does neither. He never 
changes his mind, and therefore never recals his promife. Balaam 


_ had owned, ver. 8. that he could not alter God’s counfel, and 


from thence he infers here that God himfelf would not alter 
it; fach is the imperfection of man, and fuch the perfection of 
God. It is impoffible for God to lie, Heb. vi. 18. and when 
in {cripture he is faid to repent, it is not meant of any change 
of his mind, for he is in one mind, and who can turn him? 
but only of the change of his way. ‘This is a great truth, that 
with God there is no variablene/s or Jhadow of turning. Now 
here, 1/f, He appeals to Balak himfelf concerning it: Math 
he faid, and foall he not do it ? faid it in his own purpofe, and 
fhall he not perform it in his providence, according to the 
counfel of his will? hath he /poken in his word, in his promife, 
and fhall he not make it good 2. can we think otherwife of God 
but that he is unchangeably one with himfelf, and true to his 


word? All his decrees are unalterable, and all his promifes 


~ we keep from fin, we keep from harm. 


inviolable. 2d/y, He applies this general truth to the cafe in 
iand, ver. 20. he hath bleffed, and I cannot reverfe'it, 4 ¢. 
I cannot prevail with him to reverfe it. Ifrael was of old a 
blefled people, a feed that the Lord had blefled, the blef- 
fing of Abraham came upon them; they were born under the 
blefling of the covenant, and born to the blefling of Canaan ; 
and therefore they could not be curfed, unlefs you could fup- 


_ pofe that the God of eternal truth fhould break his word, and 


become falfe to himfelf and his people. 
is at prefent unblameable, ver. 21. He has not beheld iniquity. 
mm Facob. Not but that there was iniquity in Sfacob, and God 
faw it; but, 1/7, There was not fuch a degree of iniquity as 
might provoke God to abandon them, and give them up to 
ruin. As bad as they were, they were not fo bad. 2dly, 
There was no idolatry among them, which is in a particular 
manner called iniquity, and perverfene/s ; we have found nothing 
of that kind in Ifrael fince the golden calf; and therefore, 


(2.) Becaufe Ifrael. 


_ though they were in other inftances very provoking, yet God 


would not caft them off. Balaam knew that nothing would 
feparate between them and God but fin; while God faw no 


reigning fin among them, he would fend no deftroying curfe 


among them; and therefore as long as they kept in with God, 

he defpaired of ever doing them any mifchief. Note, While 

Some give another 

fenfe of thefe words, they read it thus: He has not beheld 

wrong offered to Facob, nor will he fee any grievance done to 

Trae, 1, «. He hath not, aor will he permit it, or allow it 5 
. x 
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he will not fee Iftael injured, but he will right them, and a- 
venge their quarrel. Note, God will not bear to fee any in- 
jury done to his church and people; for what is done again{t , 
them, he takes as-done againft himfelf, and will reckon for it 
accordingly. (3.) Becaufe the power of both was irrefi/fable. 
He fhews Balak there was no dealing with them, it was to no 
purpofe to offer it; for, 1/?, They had the prefence of God 
with them. The Lord his God is with him, in a particular 
manner, and not~provoked to withdraw from him. 2dly, 
They had the joy of that prefence, and were always made ta 
triumph it ; the /hout or alarm of a king ts among them. ‘They 
Jfoout againft their enemies, as fure of victory and fuccefs, glo- 
rying continually in God as their King, and Conquerer for 
them. 3d/y, They had the experience of the benefit of God’s 
prefence with them, and his power engaged for them. For 
God brought them out of Egypt, ver. 22. The power that had 
done that, could never be reftrained, never refifted ; and ha- 
ving begun fo glorioufly, would no doubt finith glorioufly. (4) 
While: they had God’s prefence with them, they had the 
Sirength of an unicorn, able to make head againtt all that oppo- 
fed them, See chap. xxiv. 8. Such is the /rength which the 
God of Ifrael gives unto his people. : a 
Now, from all this he infers, that it was to no. purpofe for = 
him to thirik of doing them a mifchief by all the arts he could 
ufe, ver. 23. (1.) He owns himfelf baffled. Surely there is 
no inchantment againft Facob, fo as to prevail. ‘The curfes of 
hell can never take place againit the bleflings of heaven. . Not - 
but that attempts of this kind would be made, but they would: 
certainly be fruitlefs and ineffe€tual. Some obferve, that Jacob 
{peaks the church low and affi@ed, Ifracl fpeaks it profperous 
and advanced ; but be the church high or low, be her friends 
few or-many, do fecond caufes {mile or frown, it comes al! to 
one: No weapon formed againft it thall prefper. Note, God. 
eafily can, and certainly will, baffle and difappoint all the de- 
vices and defigns of the powers of darknefs againft his church, 
fo that they fhall not prevail to deftroy it. (2.) He forefees 
that this would be remembered in time to come. According 
to this time, i. é. with reference to this we are now about, it 
Jeall be faid concerning Jacob and [frael, and faid by them, 
What hath God’ wrought! what great things hath God done 


| for his people ; it fhali be faid with wonder, joy and thankful. 


nefs, and a challenge to the neighbour nations, to produce 
any like inftances of the care of their gods for them. Note, 
The defeating of the defigns of the church’s enemies ought to 
be had in everlafting remembrance to the glory of God. There 
is none like into the Gad of Fifeurun. What Balaam faith 
here concerning the pre-eminence of the God of Ifrael above 
all the gods of the Gentiles, perhaps Mofes refers to when he 
faith, Deut. xxxii. 31. Their rock is not as our rock, even our 
enemies themfelves being judges ; Balaam particularly. _ Balak 
therefore has no hopes of ruining Ifrael. But, i 

[2.] Balaam fhews-him, that he had no reafon to fear be- 
ing ruined by them, for they were likely to make bloody work 
among his neighbours : and if he and his country efcaped, it 
was not becaufe he was too big for them to meddle with, but 
becaufe he fell not within-their commiffion, ver. 24. Behold, 
and tremble, the people that now have lain for fome time clofely 
encamped, do but repofe. themfelves for a while like a lion 
couchant, but fhortly they /hail rife up as a great lion, a lion 
rampant, that /ba// not lie down till he eat of the prey, and drink 
of the blood of the flain. This feems to point at the victories 
he forefaw they would obtain over the Canaanites ; that they 


~ would never lay down their arms till they had made a com- 


plete conqueft of the land they had now in view ; and when 
his neighbour’s houfe was on fire, he had. reafon to think hiss 
own In danger, 

Nowe’. 


Now what was the iffue of this appointment ? 

1. Balak and Balaam were both of them fick of the caufe. 
£1.) Balak is now willing to have his conjuror filenced. Since 
he cannot fay-what he would have him, he .wifhes him to fay 
nothing : Neither cuxfe them at all, nor blefs them at all, ver.25. 
Tf thou canft not curfe them, prithee do not blefs them: if 
thou canft not afift and encourage my forces, yet do not op- 
pofe and difcourage them. Nete, God can make thofe that 


depart from him weary of the multitude of their counfels, Ua. xlvii. 
13. vii, 10. (2.) Balaam is full willing to own himfelf over- 


ruled, and appeals to what he had faid in the beginning of this 
enterprife, chap. xxii. 38. dl] that the Lord fpeaketh that I 
muft do, ver. 26. This fhews, 1/2, In. general, that the way 
of man is not in himfelf; there are many devices in man’s 
heart, but God’s counfels fhall ftand.. 2d/y, In particular, 
‘ that no weapon formed againft the church fhall profper, fo eve- 
ry tongue that rifeth againft her in judgment God will controul 
and condemn, Ifa. liv. 17. 

2. Yet they refolve to make another attempt. They think 
it {eorn to be bafiled, and therefore purfue the defign, 
though it be only to their further confufion. And now the 
third time, (1.) They change the place. Balak is at laft con- 
vinced that it is not Balaam’s fault, on whom before he had 
laid the blame, but that really he, was under a.divine check, 
and therefore now he hopes to bring him to a place, from 
whence God might at leaft permit. him to curfe them, ver. 27. 
Probably he and Balaam were the more encouraged thus to 
sepeat their attempt, becaufe God had the fecond time allowed 
Balaam to go, though he had forbidden him the firft time 5 


becaufe by repeated trials they had carried that point, they hope ~ 


in like manner to carry this. Thus becaufe’ finners are conni- 
ved at, and fentence againft their evil works is not executed 
fpeedily, their hearts are the more fully fet in them to do evil. 
The'place he now took him to was to the top of Peor ; the 
moft eminent high place in all his country, where it is proba- 
ble Baal was worfhipped, and was thence called Baalpeor. 
He chofe this place in hope, either, 1. ‘That being the refi- 
dence (as he fancied) of Baal, the god of Moab, Jehovah the 
God of Ifrael would not, or could not come thither to hinder 
the operation ; or, 2. That it beg a place acceptable to his 
god, it woukt be fo to the Lord, and there he would be brought 
into a good humour. Such idle conceits have foolifh men of 
God, and fo vain are their imaginations concerning him. Thys 
the Syrians fancied the Lord to be God of the hills, but not of 
the valleys, 1 Kings xx. 28. as if he were more powerful in 
one place than he is in every place. (2.) They repeat their 
facrifice, feven bullocks, and feven rams upon feven altars, 
ver. 29, 30. ‘Thus do they perfevere in their expenfive obla- 
tigns, though they had no promife on which to build their 
hopes of fpeeding. Let not us therefore who have promife, 
-that the vifion at the end fhall-fpeak and not lie, be difcoura- 


ged by delays, but continue énflant in prayer, and. not faint, 


Luuke xviii... ‘ ‘ 
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This chapter continues and concludes the hiflary of the de- 
Feat of the counfels of Balak and Balaem againft Lfrael, 
not by might, nor by power, but by the Spirit of the Lord 
of hofts: and as great an infiance it is of God’s power 
over the children of men, and his favour towards his can 
children, as any.of the vidlories recorded in the books of 
the wars of the Lord. What preparation was made the 


third time, for the curfing of lfrael, we read of in, the’ 


clofe of the foregoing chapter. In this chapter we are 
told, 1. What the blefing was into which that intended 


i 
\ 


Nite M & EB RBs. Chap. XXIV 


curfe was turned, ver. 3,—9. TI. How Balak difmifed — 
Blaam from bis fervice thereupon, Ver. 10;—13. Tl. Tre, 
prediftions Balaam left behind him, concerning I/rael, and 
- forme of the neighbour nations, ver~14,—25. 4 
ND when Balaam faw that it pleafed the 
es Lorp to blefs Irael; he went not, as at 
other times, to feek for inchantments, but he — 
fet his face toward the wildernefs. 2 And Ba- 
laam lift up his eyes, and he faw Ifrael abiding 
in his tents, according to their tribes, and the 
{pirit of God came upon him. 3 And he took 
up his parable, and faid, Balaam the fon of — 


Beor hath faid, and the man whofe eyes are 


open hath faid: 4 He hath faid, which heard 


- the words of God, which faw the vifion of -the , 


Almighty, falling into a trance, but having his” 
eyes open: 5 How goodly are thy tents, O Ja- 
cob, and thy tabernacles, O Ifrael! 6 As the 
valleys are they {pread forth, as gardens by the 
river’s fide, as the trees of lign-aloes whieh the. 
Lorp hath planted, amd as cedar-trees befide 
the waters. 7 He fhall pour the water out of 
his buckets, and his feed /bal/ be in many wa- 


‘ters, and his king fhall be higher than Agag, 


and his kingdom fhall be exalted. 8 God brought. 
him forth out of Egypt, he hath as it were the 
ftreneth of an unicorn : he fhall eat up the na- - 


| tions his enemies, and thall break their bones, — 


and ‘pierce them through with his arrows. 9 He 

couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a great 

lion: who fhall ftir him up? Blefled 7 he that 
bleffeth thee, and curfed is he that curfeth 

thee. at . 


The blefling itfelf which Balaam here pronounced upon If- 
rael, is much the fame with the two we had in the foregoing 
chapter; but the introduéton to it is different. ; 

Firf, ‘The method of proceeding here varies much in feve- — 
ral inftances. (3.) Balaam laid afide the iachantments he had 
hitherto depended ‘on ; ufed no fpells, or charms, or magic 
arts, finding they did him no fervice ; It was to no purpofe to 
deal with the devil for a curfe, when it was plain God was 
determined immoveably to blefs, ver. 1.’ Sooner or later God 
will convince men of their folly, in fecking after lying vanities 
which cannot profit.. To what purpofe fhould he /eek for in- 
chantments? he knew God was out of the reach of them. (2.) 
He did not now: retire into a folitary place, as before, but /et 
his face dire€ily towards the wilderne/s where Tfrael lay’ en- 
camped. and fince there is no remedy but they mutt be blef- 
fed, he will defign nothing elfe, but will fubmit by compulfion. ~~ 
(3-) Now the /pirit of God came upon him, viz. the fpirit of 
prophecy, as upon Saul, to prevent him from taking David, 1 
Sam. xix. 23. He fpake not his own fenfe, but the language 
of the {pirit tha€ came upon him. -(4.) He ufed a different » 
preface now from’ what he had ufed before, ver. 35 4- much | 
like that of David’s, 2 Sam. xxiii. 1, 4, 3. yet favouring very Fi: 


¥ 


much (as fome think) of pride and vain-glory, taking all the — 


praife of this prophecy to himfelf, and magnifying himfelf as 

one of the cabinet-council of heaven. Two. things he boafts- 

of; 1/, The favour God did him in making known himfelf 
; ~~ ste 


“ 


— s . 
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tohim, He heard the words of God, and facv. the vifion of © 
the Almighty ; God himfelf had met him, and fpoken to him, 
chap. xxili..16.\and this he is hugely puffed up with. Paul _ 
{peaks with humility of his viftons and revelations, (2 Cor. 
xii. 1.) but Balaam {peaks of them with pride. 2d, His 
“own power to receive and bear thofe revelations. He fell in- 
a a trance indeed, as other prophets did, but he had his eyes 
‘open. «This he mentions twite; but the words in the original 
are not-the fame. The man whofe eyes were-Jbut, fome think 
it. may be read fo, ver. 3. but now having bis eyes oben, ver. 
_4. “When he had attempted to curfe Ifracl he- owns himfelf 
in a miftake, but now he began to fe his error; and yet ftill 
he remained blinded by-covetoutnefs and-ambition, thele faoli/ 
aud hurtful lufis. Note, 1.Vhole'that oppofe God and his 
people, will, fooner or later, be made to fee themfelves wretch- 
edly deceived. 2. Many have their eyés open, that have not 
their Aearts opens are enlightened, but not fanctified ; and that 


knowledge which puffs: men up with pride, will Gut ferve to 4 


light them to hell, whither many go with their eyes open. 
"Secondly, Yet the bleffing is for fubftance the fame with 
thofe before. Several things he adinires in Iftael. (1.) Their 
beauty, ver. §.\ How goodly are thy tents, O Facob! ‘Though 
they dwelt not in ftately palaces, but in coarfe and homely 
tents, and thofe no doubt fadly weather-beaten ; yet Balaam 
fees a beauty in thofe tents, becavfe of their admirable order, 
according to their tribes, ver, 2. Nothing recommends religion 
more to the good opinion of thofe that look upon it at a dif- 
tance, than the unity and harmony. of its profeffors, Pfal. 
cxxxiii, 1. The amiablenefs of this people, and the great re- 
-putation they fhould gain among their neighbours, is compa- 
red, (ver. 6.) to the beauty and fweetnefs of fruitful valleys, 
and fine gardens, flourifhing trees and fragrant pices. Note, 
Thofe whofe eyes are open, fee the faints on-the earth to be 
scecellent ones, and their delight, is accordingly in them, The 
righteous doubtlefs ts more excellent than his neighbour... They 
are trees which the Lord has planted ; that is their excellency. 
The branches of righteoufnefs are the*planting of the Lord. See 
Hof. xiv. 5,657. (2). Their fruitfulnefs. and* increafe. 
This may be intended by thofe fimilitudes, ver.6. of the val- 
feys, gardens, and trees, as well as by thofe expreflions, ver. 7. 
Se /ball pour the water out of his buckets, 1. e: God {hall wa- | 
ter them with his blefling like rain from heaven, and then: his 
fed foall be in many waters’; compare Hof. it, 23. I will fow 
her unto mein the earth, And waters. are in feripture put. for - 
people, and multitudes, and nations. This has been fulfilled in 
she wonderful increafe. of that nation, and their vaft multitude 
even in. their difperfion, (32) Their honour and: advance- 
“mente As the niultitude of the people is the honour of the 
prince, fo the magnificence of the prince is the honour ‘of the 
people ; Balaam therefore foretels that his #ing /hall be higher 
than Agag. Agag it is‘probable was the moft potent monarch 
in thofe parts ;. Balaam kaew of none more confiderable than 
he, he topped: the reft of his neighbours ; but Balaam foretels 
that Lfrael’s chief commander, who, after Mofes, was Jothua, 
fhould be more great and honourable, than. ever Agag was, 
and make a far better figure in hiftory. _ Saul, their firft king, 


‘riumphed over Agag, though it is faid he.came delicately. (4.)- 


-Their power and victory, ver. 8. ff, He. looks back upon, 
- what they had done, or rather, what had been done for them. - 
God brought him forth out of Egypt; this he had {poken of be- 
fore, chap. xxiii, 22. he wonders that attended their de- 
liverance’ out of Egypt contributed more to their great honour, | 
"and the terror of their adverfaries, than any thing elfe, Jofh. ii. 


10. He that brought them out of Egypt will not fail to bring _ 


them into Canaan, for as for God his work. ts perfec. ‘2dly, 
He looks down upon their prefent ftrength.  Ifrael hath as it 
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“plefled them thefe three times. 
now flee thou'to thy place: I thought to pro-. 
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were the! Prengih of an unicorns of which creature it is faid, 
Job xxxix. 9, 10. Will he be willing to ferve thee, or abide by 
thy crib? Canft thou bind him with bis band in the furrow ? 


No, Ifrael is too powerful to be checked or held in by my 


curfes, or thy armies. 3dly, Ye looks forward to their future 
conguelts. He /hall cat up the nations their enemies, i. e He: . 
fhall not only dettroy and devour them as eafily and irrefifti- 
bly as a lion doth his prey, but he fhall himfelf be {trengthen= 
ed, and. fattened, and enriched by their fpoils. (g.) Their 
courage and fecuriry, ver. 9. He lay down as a lion, and gs a 
great. lion. Now he doth fo in the plains of Moab, and afks 
no leave of the king of Moab, nor is he in fear of him ; fhort- 
ly will he do fo in Canaan: When he has torn~his. prey, he 
will take his repofe, quiet from the fear of evi/, and bid defi- 
ance to all his neighbours; fer who fbal/ fir up-a fleeping 
lion? It is obferved of lions, (as the learned Bithop Patrick 
takes notice heres) that they do not retire into places of fhel- 
ter to fheep, but lie down. any-where, knowing that none dares 
meddle with them. “Thus fecure was Ifrael in Cangan, chiefly 
in the days of David and Solomon; and thus is the righteous’ 
bold as a lion, Prov. xxviii. 1. not to affault others,. but to re- 
pofe themfelves, becaufe, God maketh them to dwell in Safety, 
Pfal, iv. 8. (6.) Their intereft, and influence upon their 
neighbours.” Their friends, and thofe ia alliance with them, 
were happy 3 bleffed is he that. Lleffeib thee s thofe that do them 
any kindnefs will certainly fare the better for it: - But. their e- 
nemies, and thofe in arms againft them, were certainly mifera- 
ble; curfed is he that curfeth thee ; thofe that do them any 
injury, it is at their peril; for God takes what is done.to them, ~ 
whether good or evil, as done to himfelf. Thus he confirms 
the blefling of Abraham, Gen. xii. 3.5 and fpeaks as if there- 
fore he did at.this time-blefs Ifracl, and not curfe them, be- 


caufe he defired to fhare ia the blefling of Hfael’s friends, and. 


dreaded the.curfe on Ifrael’s enemics. 


10 F And Balak’s anger was kindled again{tt 


Balaam, and. he fmote’his hands together: and « 
Balak faid unto Belaam, I called thee to curfe 
mine enemies, and behold, thou hatt altogether 
rx. Therefore. 


mote thee unto great honour, but lo, the Lorn. 
hath kept thee back from honour. 12 And 

Balaam faid unto Balak, Spake I not alfo to.thy 

meflengers, which thou fenteft unto me, faying, 

13 lf Balak would give-me his houfe-full of fil- 

ver and gold, [cannot go beyond the command -. 
ment. of the Lorp; to do ezther. good or bad. of 

mine own mind; édu¢ what the Lorp faith, that 

will I fpeak? 14 And now behold, I go unto 

my people: come therefore, and \ will adver-: 
tife thee, what this people fliall do to thy peo. 

ple in the latter days. 

/| We have here the conclufion of this yain attempt to curfe 

Ifrael, and the letting of it fall. - 
- ([1-] Balak made thé worlt of it. He broke out into a 
rage again{t Balaam, ver. 10, exprefied both in words and 
gefture the higheft degree of vexation at the difappointment ; 


he fmote his hands together for indignation, to fee all his mea- 
fures thus broke, and his project baffled. He charged Balaam 


-with putting upon him the bafeft affront and cheat imaginable ; 


I called thee to curfe mine enemies, and thov halt fhewed thy- 
felf 


. 
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felf in league with them, and in their iaterefts, for thou haft 
blefed them thefe three times, though, by appointing the altars 
to be built, and the facrifices to be reared, thou madeft me be- 
lieve thou wouldft certainly curfe them. Hereupon he forbid 
him his prefence, expelled him his country, upbraided him 


with the preferments he had defigned to beftow upon him, but | 
now would not, ver. 11. The Lord hath kept thee back from © 


honour. See what thou getteft by pleafing the Lord, inftead 


of pleafing me ; thou ha{t baulked thy preferment by it. Thus - 


they who are any way lofers by their duty, are commonly vp- 
braided with it, as fools for preferring that before their intereft 
in the world: Whereas if Balaam had been voluntary and fin- 
cere in his adherence to the word of the Lord, though he loft 
the honour Balak defigned him by it, God would have made 
that lofs up to him abundantly to his advantage. 
| [2.] Balaam made the’beft of it. (4.) He endeavours to 
excvfe the difappointment. Anda very good excufe he has 
for it, that God refrained “him from faying what -he would 
‘have faid, and con/irained him to fay what he would not; and 
that this was ‘what Kalak ought not ‘to be difpleafed at, not 
only becaufe he could not help it, but becaufe he had told 
Balak before ‘what ‘he mu{t depend upon, ver. 12, 13. Ba- 
tak could not fay that he had cheated him, fince he had given 
i him far notice of the check he found himfelf under. 1/7, He 
endeavours to atone for it, ver.14. ‘Though he cannot do 
what Balak would have him do, yet, 1. He will gratify his 
curiofity with fome’ predictions concerging the nations about. 
‘It is natural to us to be pleafed with prophecy, and ‘with this 
“he hopes to qualify the angry prince. 2. He will fatisfy him 
cwith an affurance, that whatever this formidable people fhould 
lo to his people, it fhould not be till the latter days 3 fo, that 
‘be for his part needed not to fear any mifchief or moleftation 
from them; the vifion was for a great while to come: but in 
his days there fhould be peace. 3. He will put him into a 
method of doing Ifrael a mifchief without the ceremonies of 
~anchantment and execration. This feems to be implied in 
that word, J will advertife thee: for it properly fignifies, / 
«vill counfel thee: What the counfel was, is not fet down here, 
becaufe it was given privately; but we are told afterwards 
‘what it was, chap. -xxxi. 16. 
the Hfraelites to idolatry, Rev. ii. 14. Since he could not 
have leave from God to curfe them, he puts him in a way of 
‘getting help from the devil to tempt them. 
__fuperos, Acheronta movebo, 


15 F And he took up his parable, and faid, 
‘Balaam the fon of Beor hath faid, and the man 
‘whofe.eyes are open hath faid: 16 He hath 
faid, which heard the words of God, and knew 
the knowledge of the Moft High, which faw 
the vifion of the Almighty, falling into a trance, 
but baving his eyes open: 17 I thall fee him, 
but not now: I fhall behold him, but not nigh: 
there fhall come a Star out of Jacob, and a 
Sceptre fhall rife out of Ifrael, and thall fmite 
the corners of Moab, and deftroy all the chil- 
dren of Sheth. 18 And Edom fhall be a_pof- 
feffion, Seir alfo fhall be a poffeffion for his ene- 
raies, and Ifrael fhall do valiantly. 19 Out. of 
Jacob fhall come he that fhall have dominion, 
and fhall deftroy him that remaineth of the ci- 
ty. .20 And when he looked on Amelek, he 
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way. 


He counfelled him to entice | 
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took up his parable, and faid, Amelek was thé 
firft of the‘nations, but his latter end /hal/ be 
that he perifh for ever. 21 And he looked on 


- the Kenites; and toop up his parable, and faid, 


Strong is thy dwelling-place, and thou putteft 
thy neft in'a rock. 22 Neverthelefs, the Ke-— 
nite fhall be wafted. until Afhur fhall carry thee 
away captive. 23 And he took up his parable, 
‘and faid, Alas, who fhall live when God doth. 
this. 24 And fhips /ball come from the coaft 
of Chittim, and fhall affli@ Asfhur, ‘and fhall 
afflict Eber, and he alfo fhall perifh for e- 
ver. 25 And Balaam rofe up, and went, and 
returned to his place: and Balak alfo went his 


The office of prophets was to B/e/s and to prophe/y in the 
name of the Lord. Balaam as a prophet per force had bleffed | 
Tfrael, here he fortells fature events. 

Firft, His preface is much the fame with that, ver. 3, 4. 
He perfonates a true prophet admirably well, God permitting 
and direéting him to do fo, becaufe whatever he was, the pro- 
phecy itfelf was a true prophecy. He boafts, (1.) That his’ 
eyes are open, ver. 1. for prophets were in old time called Seers, 

1 Sam. ix. 9. becaufe they muft /peak what they had feen ; 
and therefore, before they opened their lips, it was neceflary 
they fhould have their eyes open. (2.) ‘Thathehad heard the — 
words of God, which many do that do not seed them, nor 
hear God in them. (3.) That he knew the knowledge of the 
Moft High, this is added here. A man may be full of the | 
knowledge of God, and yet utterly deftitute of the grace of 
God} may receive the truth in the light of it, and yetbea 
{tranger to the love of it. (4.) That te faw the vifion of the _ 
Almighty, but not fo as tobe changed into the fame image. He. - 
calls God the Mof High, and the d/mighty: no man could 
fpeak more honourably of him, nor feem to put a greater va- 
lue upon his acquaintance with him ; and yet he had no true 
fear of him, love to him, or faith in him: So far may a man 
go towards heaven, and.yet come fhort. 3 spit 
Secondly, Here is his prophecy concerning him that fhould ~ 
be the crown and glory of his people Ifrael; who is, (1.) + 
David in the type; who not now, not quickly, but in procefs 
of time, fhould fmite the corners of Moab, ver. 17. and take 
poffefion of Edom, and mount Seir, and under whom the for- 
ces of Ifrael fhould do valiantly, ver. 18. This was fulfilled 
when David {mote Moab, and meafured them with a line, fo 
that the Moabites became David's servants, 2 Sam. viii. 1. and 
at the fame time the Edomites likewife were brought into o- 
bedience to Ifrael, ver. 2¢. But, (2.) Our Lord Jefus, the 
promifed Meffiah, is chiefly pointed at in the antitype, and of 
him it is an illuftrious prophecy... It was the will of God that 
notice fhould thus be given of his coming a great while before, 
not only to the people of the Jews, but to other nations, be- 
caufe his gofpel and kingdom were to extend themfelyes fo far 
beyond the borders of the land of Ifrael. It is here foretold, 
if, That his coming fhould not be: yet of a great while; J 
Joall fee him, but not now. 1 do fee him inwifion, but at a ve- 
ry great diftance, through the interpofing {pace of fifteen hun- 
dred years at leaft. Or underftand it thus: Balaam, a wicked — 
man, fhall fee Chrift, but fhall not fee him nigh; not fee him 
as Job, who faw him as his Redeemer, and faw him for ever, 
Job xix. 25, 27. When he comes in the clouds: every eye 
Joall fee him, but many will fee him (as the rich man in hell 
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‘Yaw Abraham) afar of: adly, That he thell come out of Fa- 
cob, and Ifracl, as a Star, and a Sceptre; the former noting his 


_ glory and luftre, as the bright and morning flar, the latter his 
power and his authority ; it ise that fhall have dominion. Per- 


haps this prophecy of Balaam (one of the children of the eaft) 
concerning a far that fhould arife out of Jacob as the indica- 
tion of a /cepire arifing in Ifrael, being preferved by tradition in 
. that country, gave occafion to the wi/e men who were of the 
eaft too, upon the fight of an unufual ftar over the land of Ju- 
_ deah, to inquire for him that was born king of the Fews, 
Matth. ii. 2. 3dly, That his kingdom {hall be univerfal, and 
~ yiétorious over all oppofition; which was typified by David’s 
victories over Moab and Edom. But the Mefliah fhall de- 


ftroy, or, as fome réad it, /hall rule over all the children of 


’ Sheth, ver. 17. i.e. all the children of men, which defcend 
from Seth, the fon of Adam; the defcendents of all the reft 
of Adam’s fons being cut off by the deluge. -Chrift fhall be 
King, not only of Jacob and Ifrael, but of all the world; fo 
that all the children of Seth fhall be either governed by his 


_ golden fceptre, or dafhed in pieces by his iron rod. He fhall 


fet up an univerfal rule, authority, and power of his own, and 
fhall put down all oppofing rule, 1 Cor. xv. 24. He thall ua- 
wall all the children of Seth ; fo fome read it; He fhall take 
down all their defences and carnal confidences, fo as that they 


fhall either admit his government, or lie open to his judgment., 


_athly, That his Ifrael hall do valiantly. The fubjeats of 


_ Chrift, animated by his might, fhall maintain a fpiritual war 


- with the powers of darknefs, and be more than conquerors. 
The people that do know their God fhall be flrong, and do ex- 

~ ploits, Dan. xi. 32. : 
Thirdly, Here is his prophecy concerning: the Amalekites 
and Kenites, part of whofe country it is probable he had now 


= MN views. (1.) The Amalekites were now the chief of the na- 
_ / tions, yer. 20.; therefore Agag was fpoken of, ver. 7. asa top- 


ping prince, and they were the firft that engaged Ifrael when 


- ‘they came out of Egypt; but the time will come when 


that nation, as great as it looks now, will be totally ruined, 
and rooted out: His Jatter end /hall be, that he perifh for ever. 
Here Balaam confirms that doom of Amalek which Mofes had 
read, Exod. xvii. 14, 16. where God hath fworn that he 
would have perpetual war with Amalek. Note, Thofe whom 


‘= God is at war with will certainly peri/h for ever; for when 


God judgeth he will overcome. (2.) The Kenites were now 
the fecuref of the nations; their fituation was fuch, as that na- 
ture was their engineer, and had ftrongly fortified them; thou 


putteft thy neff (like the eagle) in a rock, ver. 21. Thou think. 


eft thyfelf fafe, and yet the Kenite /hall be wajffed, ver. 22. and 
gradually brought to decay, till they be carried captive by the 
Affyrians ; which was done at the captivity of the ten tribes. 
Note, Bodies politic, like natural bodies, though of the {trong- 
eft conftitution, will gradually decay, and come to ruin-at laft; 
even a.neft in a rock will be no perpetual fecurity. 

Fourthly, Here is a prophecy that looks as far forward as 


the Greeks and Romans, for theirs is fuppofed to be meant 


by the coafl of Chitiim, ver..24.  (1.) The introduion to 
this parable ; this article of his prophecy is very obfervable, 


“ver. 23 Alas, who foall live when God doth this!’ Here he ac- 
~ ‘knowledgeth all the, revolutions of {tates and kingdoms to be 


the Lord's doing, God doth this; whoever are the inftruments, 
he is the fupreme Direétor : But he fpeaks mournfully concern- 
ing them, and hath a very melancholy profpect of thefe events ; 


Who fhall live! Wither, 1/7, Thefe events are fo diftant, and 


fo far off to come, that it is hard to fay who /hall live till they 


| comes but whoever fhall live to fee them, there will be amazing 


« 


turns. Or, 2dly, They will be fo difmal, and make fuch de- 


Folations, that f{carce any will efcape, or be left alive: Who 
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‘armies were fent forth moftly in /bips. 
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fhall live when death rides in triumph? Rev. vi. 8 They 
that live then will be as brands plucked out of the fire, and 


_will have their lives given them as a prey. God fit us for the 


worft of times! (2.) The prophecy itfelf is obfervable. Both 
Greece and Italy lie much upon the fea, and therefore their 
Now, he feems here 
to foretel, 1/7, That the forces of the Grecians fhould humble 
and bring down the Affyrians, who were united with the Per-. 
fians; which was fulfilled when the eaftern country was over- _ 
come, or over-run rather, by Alexander. 2dly, That theirs, 
and the Roman forces fhould afflict the Hebrews; or Jews, 
who were called the children of Eber. This was fulfilled in 
part when-the Grecian empire was oppreflive to the Jewifh na- 
tion, but chiefly when the Roman empire ruined it, and put a 
period to it. But, 3d/y, That Chittim, that is, the Roman 
empire, in which the Grecian was at length {wallowed, fhould ~ 
itfelf peri/h for ever, when the flone cut out of he mountain with. 
out hands fhall confume all thefe kingdoms, and particularly 
the feet of iron and clay, Dan. ii. 34. Thus (faith Dr Light- 
foot) Balaam, inftead of curfing the church,’ curfeth Amalek 
the firft, and Rome the laft, enemy of the church. And /o det 
all thine enemies perifh, O Lord! a 
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- rael having efeaped the curfe of Balaam, bere fufains a . 


great-deal of damage and reproach by the counfel of Ba- 
-laam, who it feems, before he left Balak, put him into a 
more effectual way than that which Balak thought of, to 
Jeparate between the Ifraclites and their God. The Lord 
will not be prevailed with by Balaam’s charms to ruin them; _ 
try of they will not be prevailed with by the charms of the 
daughters of Moab to ruin themfelves. None are more fa- 
tally bewitched than thofe that are bewitched by their own 
lufts. “Here is, 1. The fin of Ifrael; they were enticed by 
the daughters of Moab both to whoredom and to 1dolatry, 
ver. 1;—3- Il. The punifhment of this fin, by the hand of 
the magiftrate, ver. 4, 5. and by the immediate hand of 
God, ver. 9. The pious zeal of Phinebas in flaying Zimri 
‘and Cowbi, two impudent fnners, ver. 6,—8, 14, 15. 
IV. God’s commendation of the zeal of Phinehas, ver. 10, 
“ ——13. V. Enmuity put between the Ifraelites,and the Mi- 
dianites their tempters, as at firft between the woman and 
the ferpent, ver. 16,—18+ ati 


ND Ifrael abode in Shittim, and the people 
begun to commit whoredom with the 
daughters of Moab. 2 And they galled the 


people unto the facrifices of their gods: and 


the people did eat, and bowed down to thetr | 
3 And Hrael joined himfelf unto Baal- 
peor: and the anger of the Lorp was kindled 
again{t Ifrael. 4 And the Lorn faid unto Mo- 
fes, Take all the heads of the people, and hang 
them up before the Lorp againft the fun, that 
the fierce anger of the Lorp may be turned a- 
way from Iirael. 5 And Mofes faid unto the 
Judges of Ifrael, Slay ye every one his men that 
were joined unto Baal-peor. ee 

Here is, Firff, The fin of Ifrael, to which they were enti- 
ced by the daughters of Moab and Midian; they were guilty 
both of corporal and fpiritual whoredom ; for L/rael joined him- 
Self unto Baal-peor, ver. 3- Not all, nor the moft, but very ma- 


ny were taken in this fnare. Now, concerning this obferve, 
3Z (1.) That 


rr 


4.) Phat Balak, by the advice of Balaam, caf? this flumb- 
ling-block before the children of Ifrael, Rev. ii. 14. Note, Thofe 
are our worlt enemies that draw us to fin, for thatis the great- 
eft mifchief any man can do us. If Balak had drawn out his 
armed men again{ft them to fight them, Iftael had bravely re- 
fifted; and no doubt had been more than conquerors ; but now 
he fends his beautiful Wwomien among them, and invites them to 


his idolatrous feafts, Hrael bafely yields, and is fhamefully over- ” 


come; they are {mitten with his whores, that could not be 


fmitten with the fword. Note, We are in more danger by the | 


charins of a fmiling world, than by the terrors of a frowning 
wotld. (2.) That the daughters of Moab were their tempt- 
ers, and conquerors. Ever fince Eve was firft in the tranfgref- 
fion, the fairer fex, though the weaker, has been a fnare to 


many; yea, firong men have been wounded and flain by the lips ] 


of the ftrange woman, Prov. yii. 26. Witnefs Solomon, whofe 


swives were /nares and nets to him, Eccl. vit. 26. (2.). That 


whoredom and idolatry went together. They firft defiled and 
debauched their confciénces by committing lewdnefs with the 
women, and then were eafily drawn, in complaifance to them, 
and in contempt of the Ged of Ifrael, to bow down to their 
idols ; and the more likely to do fo, if, as is commonly fup- 
pofed, and feems probable, by the joining of them together, the 
uncleannefs committed was a part of the worfhtp and fervice 
performed to Baal-peor. ‘Thofe that have broke the fences of 
» médefty, will never be held by the bonds of piety ; and thofe 


that have di/bonoured themfelves by flefhly lufts, will not ftick ” 


at difbonouring God by idolatrous worfhips ;~and-for that are 
jultly given up yet further to vile affections. (4.) That, by eat- 
ing of the idolatrous factifices, they joined themfelves to Baal- 
peor, to whom they were offered; which the apoftle urgeth as 
a reafon why Chrifhans fhould not eat things offered to idols, 
becaufe thereby they had fellow/bip with the devils to whom 
they were offered, t Cor. x. 20. th 
frees of the dead, Pfal. cvi. 28.3 not only becaufe the idol itfelf 
was a.dead thing, but becaufe the perfon reprefented by it was 
fome great hero, who fince his death was deified, as faints in 
the Romi/b church are canonized. ‘(5.) It was a great aggra- 
vation of the fin, that /rael abode in Shittimy where they had 
the land of Canaan in view, and were juft ready to enter and 
take pofleflion of. It was the higheft degree of treachery and 
ingratitude, to be falfe. to their God, whom they had found fo 


faithful to them, and to eat of idol-facrifices. when they were 


ready to be feafted fo richly on God’s favours. 


Secondly, God’s jult difpleafure againft them for this fin. 


Ifrael’s whoredoms did that which all Balaam’s inchantments 
could not dg, they fet God again{t them; now he was turned 
to be their /. and fought againf} them. So many of the 
people, nay, fo many of the princes, were guilty, that thé fin 
-became national, and for it God was wroth with the whole con- 
gregation. © 

[1.] A plague immediately broke out; for we read of the 
fraying of it, ver. 8. and of the number that died of it, ver. 9. 
but no mention of the beginning of it, which therefore muft be 
implied in thofe words, ver. 3. The anger of the Lord was 
‘kindled againft Ifrael. It is {aid exprefsly, Pfal. cvi. 29. The 
plague broke in. Note, Epidemical difeafes are the fruits of 
God’s anger, and the juft punifhments of epidemical fins; one 
infettion follows the other.. , The plague, no doubt, faftened 


on thofe that were moft. guilty, ‘who were foon made to pay . 


dear for their forbidden pleafures ; and though God doth not 
now always plague fuch. finners as he did here, yet that word 
ef God will be fulfilled, Z/ any man defile the temple of God, him 
feall God defroy, 1 Cor. ii. 17.. (2.) The ringleaders are 
ordered to be put to death by the hand of public juftice, which 


will be the only way to flay theplague, yer. 4. Lake the beads. 
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‘were twenty and four thoufand. 


It is called eating the facri- 


Chap. XXV, 


of the people, i. e. of that part of the ‘people that went out of 
the camp of Ifrael into the country of Moab, to join in their i. 


| dolatries ; Take them and hang them up before the fun, as facri- 


fices to God’s jultice, and for terror to the reft of the people. 
The judges mutt firft order them to be lain with the fword, 
ver. 5. and their dead bodies mult be Aanged up, that the {tue 
pid Ifraelites feeing their leaders and princes fo feverely punifh- ° 
ed for their whoredom and idolatry, without. any regard te. 
their quality, might be poffeffed with a fenfe of the evil of the 
fin, and the terror of God’s wrath againft them. Ringleaders . 
in fin ought to be made examples of juftice. Ba. a, 


6 & And behold, one of the children of Irael — 
came and brought unto his brethren a Midian 
itifh woman, in the fight of Mofes, and in the 
fight of all the congregation of the children of 


‘Ifrael, who were weeping before the door of the 


tabernacle of the congregation. 4 And when 


‘Phinehas the fon of Eleazar, the fon of Aaron 


the prieft, faw it, he rofe up from amongft the ~ 
congregation, and took a javelin in his hand; 
8 And he went after the man of Lfrael into the 
tent, and thruft both of them through, the man 
of Hrael, and the woman through her belly: fo. 
the plague was ftayed from the children of If 
rael..g And thofe that died in the plague, 
10 ¢ And 
the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 11 Phine- 
has the fon of Eleazar, the fon of Aaron the 
prieft, hath turned my wrath away from the 
children of Ifrael (while he was zealous for my 
fake among them) that 1 confumed not the 
children of Hrael in my jealoufy. 12 Where- 
fore fay, Behold, I give unto him my cevenant 
of peace, 13 And he fhall have it, and his feed: 
after him, even the covenant of an everlafting: 
priefthood ; becaufe he was zealous for his God, 
and made an atonement for the children of It. 
rael. 14 Now the name of the Ifraelite that 
was flain, even that was flain with the Midian- 
itifh woman, was Zimri the fon of Salu,a prince _ 
of a chief houfe among the Simeonites. 15. _ 
And the name of the Midianitifh woman that 
was flain, was Cozbi the daughter of Zur; he: _ 
was head over a people, and of a chief houfe in. 
Midianscs kes p Ces ena 


Here is a remarkable ‘conteft between wickednefs and righ» 
teoufnefs, which fhall be moft bold and refolute ;. and righte« 
oufnefs carries the day, as no doubt it will at laft.. Shee 

[15] Never was vice more daring than it was in Zimri, ee | 


"prince of a chief houfe, in the tribe of Simeon. Such-a degree 


of impudence in wickednefs.was he arrived to, that he public- 
ly appeared leading a Midianitith whore (and'a whore of quae _ 
lity too like himfelf, a daughter of a chief houfe in Midian) in 
the fight of Mofes, and all the good people of Ifrael. . He did. 
not think it enough to go out with his harlot to qwor/bip the 
gods of Moab ;. but when he had done that, he brought her — 
with him to di/fbonour the God of Iftacl. He not only own- — 
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ed her publicly as’ his friend, ‘and higher in his favour than a 
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ny of the daughters of Ifrael, but epenly went with her into the 
gent, ver. 8. ‘The word fignifies, fuch a booth or place of re- 


tirement as was defigned and fitted . for lewdne’s. Thus he | 
{fo far from blufhing for it, | 


declared his fin as Sodom, and was 


' -that he rather prided himfelf in it, and gloried in his fhame. 


». terror to evil-doers. 


All the circumftances concurred to make it exceeding finful, 


exceeding fhameful. (1-) It was an affront to the juflice of the — 


nation, and bid defiance to that. The judges were ordered to 
put the criminals to death, but he thought himfelf too big for 


them to meddle with, and in effect bids them touch him if 


they durft. We had certainly caft off all fear of God, who 
{tood in no awe of the powers which he had ordained to be a 
(2.) It was-an affront to the religion of 
the nation, and put a contempt upon that. Mofes, and the 
main body of the congregation, who kept their integrity, were 
aweeping at the door of the tabernacle; lamenting the fin commit- 
ted, and deprecating the plague begun; they were /andlifying 
a foft in a folemn aflembly, weeping betqween the porch and the 
altar, to turn away the wrath of God from the congregation ; 
then comes Zimri among them with his whore in his hand to 


Lanter them, and in effeét to tell them that he was refolved to’: 


fill the meafure of fin as faft as they emptied it. 
Secondly, Never was virtue more daring than it was in Phi- 
nehas. Being aware of the infolence of Zimri, which it is 


58 likely all the congregation took notice of, in a holy indignation 


. ftabs them both, ver. 7, °8. 


‘ 


thould be zealoufly affected. 
though a young man, is pronounced. his country’s patriot, and — 
_ belt friend, ver. 11. 


at the offenders, he rifes up from his prayers, takes his fword, 
or ha/f-pike, follows thofe impudent finners into their tent, and 


Phinehas in what he.did; for being now heir apparent to the 
high priefthood, no doubt he was one of thofe judges of Ifrael, 
whom Mofes had ordered, by the divine appointment, to flay 
all thofe whom they knew to have joined themfelves to Baal- 
peor ; fo that this gives no countenance at all to private per- 
fons, under pretence of zeal againft fin, to put offenders to 
death, who ought to be profecuted by due courfe of law. "The 
civil magiftrate is the avenger.to execute wrath upon him that 
doeth evil, and no private perfon may take his work out of his 
Rona 
Two ways God teftified_his acceptance of the pious zeal of 
Phinehas. (1.) He immediately put a ftop to the plague, 
ver. 8. Their weeping and praying prevailed not till this piece 
of neceflary juftice was done. 


vention of his judgment, asin the cafe of Achan, Joth. vii. 13. 
{z.) He put an honour upon Phinehas: Though he did no 
more than was his duty to do as a judge, yet becaufe he did it 
with extraordinary zeal againft fin, and for the honour of God 
and Ifrael, and did it when the other judges out of refpeét to 
Zimri’s character as a prince were afraid, and declined doing 
it ; therefore God fhewed himfelf particularly well pleafed with 
him, and it was counted to him for righteoufne/s, Pfal. cvi. 31. 
There is nothing loft by venturing for God. If Zimri’s rela- 
tions bore him a grudge for it, and his friends might cenfure 
him as indifcreet in this violent and hafty execution, what 
needed he care while God accepted him? In a good thing we 
1. Phinehas npon this occafion, 


He has turned away my wrath from the 
children of Ifrael. So much doth God delight in fhewing mer- 
cy,: that he is well pleafed with thofe that are inftrumental in 
turning away his wrath; this is the beft fervice we can do to 


our people; and we contribute fomething towatds it by our | 


prayers, and by our endeavours, in our places, to bring the 


~~ -avichedne/s of the wicked to an end, 2. The priefthood is en- 


mas 


tailed by covenant upon his family: It was defigned him be- 
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Tt is not at all difficult to juftify 


If magiftrates do not take care- 
_to punifh fin, God will; but their juftice will be the beft pre- 


| Lrael to fin. 


rd 
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fore, but now it was confirmed to him; and. which added 


- much to the comfort and honour-of it, it was made the recom- 


pence of his pious zeal, ver. 12, 13. It is here called an ever- 
lafting priefthood, becaufe it fhould continue, to the period of 
the Old-Teftament difpenfation, and thould then have its perfec- 


{ tion and perpetuity in the unchangeable. priefthood of Chrift,. 


who ts confecrated for evermore. By the covenant of peace gi- 
ven him, fome underftand in general a promife of long-life and 
profperity, and all good ; it {eems rather to be meant particu- 
larly of the covenant of priefthood, for that is called the cove- 
nant of Jife and peace, Mal. ii. 5. and was‘ made for'the pre- 
ferving of peace between God and his people. Obférve how 
the reward anfwered the fervice: By executing juftice, he had 
made an atonement for the children of Ifracl, ver. 13.3 and 
therefore he and his fhall from henceforward be employed in 
making atonement by facrifice. He was xcalous for-his God, 
and therefore he fhall have the covenant of an everlafting prielt-: 
hood. Note, It is requifite that minifters fhould be not only 
Sor God, but zealous for God, It is required of them that they 
do.more than others for the fupport and advancement of the 
interefts of God’s kingdom among-men. 


16 F And the Lorn fpake unto Motes, fay< 


‘ing, 17 Vex the Midianites, and {mite them: 


18 For they vex you with their wiles, where- 
with they have beguiled you, in the matter of 
Peor, and in the matter ‘of Cozbi, the daughter 


of a prince of Midian, their fifter, which was 
-flain in the day of the plague, for Peor’s fake. — 


God had punifhed the Ifraelites for their fin with a plague ; 
as a father he corrected his own children with a rod; but we 
read not that any of the Midianites died of the plague; God 
took another courfe with them, ‘and punified them with the 
{word of an enemy, not with the rod of a father. [1.] Mo- 
fes, though the meekeft man, and far from.a fpirit of revenge, is 
bid to vex the Midianites, and fmite them, ver. 1'7. Note, We 
routt fet ourfelves againft that, whatever-it is, which is an oc- 
cafion of fin to us, though it be a right eye, or a right hand, 
that thus offends us, Matt. v.29, 39. This is that holy in- 
dignation and revenge which godly forrow worketh, 2 Cor. 
vil. rr. [2.] The reafon given for the meditating of this re- 
venge is, becaufe they vex yau with their wiles, ver. 18. Note, . 
Whatever draws us to fin fhould be a vexation to us, a$ a’ 
thorn in the flesh. ‘The mifchief which the Midianites did to 
Ifrael in enticmg them to whoredom, muft be remembered and 
revenged with as much feverity, as that which the Amalckites. 
did in fighting with them, when they came out of Egypt, Exod. | 
xvi. 14. God will certainly reckon with thofe that do the! 
devil’s. work in tempting men to fin, efpecially thofe that make: 
See further orders given in this. matter, chap., 
XXXL. 25 i 


Cen AGE. sRAVI. E 
This book ws called Numbers from the numberings of the 
children of Lrael, which it grves an account of. “Once. 
theywere numbered al mount Sinar, in the firf year af 
ter they came. out of Egypt, which we had an account of,, 
chap. i. and i, - nd now a fecond time they were nuim- 
bered in the plains of Moab, juft before they entered Ca- 
naan, and that we have an accoant of in this chapter. . Te.) 
Orders-are given for the doing of it, yet. is—4. Ilo Ay 
regifier of the families, and numbers of each tribe,.ver. 55) | 
—50, and the fum total, ver.-51... Ill. Deregisap given. 
to divide the land among them, ver. $2;—56.° 1V. The 
322 Samiies 
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families and numbers of the Levites by themfelves, ver. 
575-62. V. Notice is taken of the fulplling of the threat- 

_ ning in the death of all thofe that were firft numbered, ver. 
63,—55, and to this there feems to have been a fpectal 
regard in the-taking and keeping of this account. 


“A ND it came to pafs after the plague, that | 


the Lorp-fpake unto Mofes, and unto 
Eleazar the fon of Aaron the prieft, faying, 2 
Take the fum of all the congregation of the 
children of Ifrael, from twenty years old and 
upward, throughout their fathers houfe, all that 
are able to go to war in Ifrael. 3 And Mofes 
and Eleazar the prieft fpake with them in the 


plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, faying, 
4 Take the fum of the people, from twenty years - 


old and upward ; as the Lorp commanded Mo- 
fes and the children of Ifrael, which went forth 
out of the land of Egypt. 


Obferve here; [1.] That Mofes did not number the ‘peo- 
ple butwwhen God commanded him. David in his time did 


it without a command, and paid dear for it. God was Ifrael’s ~ 


_ King, and he would not have this aét of authority done, but 
by his exprefs orders. 
of the blefling with which Baalam was conftrained fore againft 
his will to blefs Ifrael, and particularly the notice he took of 
their numbers; and is fufficiently pleafed with that general tef- 
timony born to this inftance of their {trength and honour by an 
adverfary, though he knows not their numbers exactly, till God 
now appoints him to take the fum of them. [2.] Eleazar is 
joined in commiffion with him, as Aaron had been before, by 
which God honoured Eleazar before the elders of his people, 
and confirmed his fucceflion. [3.] It was prefently after the 
plague that this account was ordered to be taken, to fhew, that 
though Ged had in juftice contended with them by that fweep- 
ing peftilence, yet he had not made a full end, nor would he 
utterly caft them off. God’s Ifrael fhall not be rained, though 
it be feverely rebuked. -[4.] They were now to go by the 
fame rule they had gone by in the former numbering, count- 
ing thofe only that were able to go forth to wary for that was 
the fervice now before them. Rese 


5 & Reuben the eldeft fon of Ifrael: the 
children of Reuben; Hanoch, 6f whom cometh 
the family of the Hanochites: of Pallu, the fa- 
mily of Palluites: 6 Of Hefron, the family of 
the Hefronites : of Carmi, the family of the Car- 
‘mites. 7 Thefe are the families of the Reube- 
nites: and they that were numbered of them, 
were forty and tliree-thoufand and feven hun- 
dred and thirty. 8 And the fons of Pallu; 
Eliab. g And the fons of Eliab ; Nemuel, and 
Dathan, and Abiram. This zs that Dathan 
and Abiram which were famous in the congre- 
gation, who ftrove againft Mofes and againtft 
Aaron in the company of Korah, when they 
firove againft the Lorp: And the earth opened 
her mouth, and fwallowed them up together 
with Korah, when that company died, what 


NUMBER S. 


Mofes perhaps by this time had heard 


~ 


men: and they became a fign. 11 Notwith- 


ftanding the children of Korah died not. 12 J 


The fons of Simeon after their families: of Ne- 


‘Chap. XXVIF 


time the five dévouted two hundred and fifty Bar 


muel, the family of the Nemuelites: of Jamin, 


the family of the Jaminites: of Jachin, the fa- 


mily of the Jachinites: 13 Of Zerah, the fa- — 


mily of the Zarhites : of Shaul, the family of the 


Shaulites. 14 Thefe are the families of the Si- — 


meonites, twenty and two thoufand and two 
hundred. 15 J The children of Gad after their 
families : of Zephon, the family of the ‘Lephon-: 


ites: of Haggi, the family of the Haggites: of 


Shuni, the family of the Shunites: 16 Of Ozni, - 


the family of the Oznites: of Eri, the family of 
Erites : 17 Of Arod, the family of the Arodites: 
of Areli, the family of Arelites. -18 Thefe are 


the families of the children of Gad, according 


to thofe that’ were numbered of them, forty 
thoufand and five hundred. 19 § The fons of 


Judah were Er and Onan: and Er and Onan 
20 And the fons. © 
of Judah after their families were ; of Shelah, 
the family of the Shelahites:. of Pharez, the fa- 


died in the land of Canaan. 


mily of the Pharzites: of Zerah, the family of 
the Zarhites: 21 And the fons of Pharez were; 


of Hefron, the family of the Hefronites: of Ha- 


‘mul, the family of the Hamulites. .22 Thefe- 


are the families of Judah, according to thofe 


that were numbered of them, threefcore and fix~ . 
23 q Of the — 


teen thoufand and five hundred. 
fons of Iffachar after their families : of Tola, the 


family of the Tolaites : of Pua, the family of Pu- 
nites: 24 Of Jafhub, the family of the Jafhu- — 
bites: of Shimron, the family of the Shimron- — 


ites. 25 Thefe are the families of [ffachar, ac- 


cording to thofe that were numbered of them, 
threefcore and four thoufand and three hun- 
dred. 26 4 Of the fons of Zebulun after their 


families : of Sered, the family of the Sardites: — 


of Elon, the family of the Elonites : of Jahleel, 
the family of the Jahleelites. 27 Thefe are the 


families of the Zebulunites, according to thofe: — 


that were numbered of them, threefcore thou- 
fand and five hundred. 28 4 The fons of Jo- 
feph after their families, were Manafieh and. 
Ephraim. 29 Of the fons of Manaffeh: of 
Machir, the family of the Machirites : and Ma- 
chir begat Gilead: of Gilead come the fami- 
ly of the Gileadites. 30 Thefe are the fons 


of Gilead : of Jeezer, the family of the Jeeze- " 
rites: of Helek, the family of the Helekites: — 
31 And of Afriel, the family of the Aftielites: — 
| and of Schechem, the family of the Shechem- 
: : ites a | 
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“ites: - 32 And. of Shemida, the family of the 
Shemidaites: and of Hepher, the family of the 
Hepherites. _ 33 § And ‘Lelophehad the fon of 
Hepher had no fons, but daughters: and the. 
names of the daughters of Zelophehad, were 
Mahlah, and Noah,- Hoglah, Milcah, and Tir- 
34 Thefe ure the families of Manaffeh, 
and thofe that were numbered of them, fifty. 
and two thoufand and feven hundred. 35 4 


_ Thefe are the fons of Ephraim after their fami- 


_Naamites. 


lies: of Shuthelah, the family of the Shuthal- 
ites: of Becher, the family of the Bacherites > 

‘of Tahan, the family « of the Tahanites. 36 And 
thefe are. ‘the fons of Shuthelah: of Eran, the 
family of the Eranites. . --37 Thefe are the fa- 
milies of the fons of Ephtaim, according to thofe 
that were numbered of them; thirty and two 
‘thoufand and five hundred. . Thefe are the fons 
of Jofeph after their families. 38 1 The fons 
of Benjamin after their families: of Bela, the 
family of the Belaites: of Afhbel, the family of 
the Afhbelites: of Ahiram, the family of the 
Ahiramites: 39 Of Shupham, the family of the 
Shuphamites: of Hupham, the family of the 
‘Huphamites. yo And the fons of Bela were 
Ard and Naaman: of Ard, the family of the 
Ardites: and of Naaman, the family of the 
41 Thefe are the fons of Benjamin 
after their families: and they that were num- 
bered of them, were forty and five thoufand 
and fix hundred. 42 § Thefe are the fons of 
Dan after their families: of Shuham, the fami- 
ly of the Shuhamites.. Thefe are the families 
of Dan after ther families. 
of the Shuhamites, according to thofe that were 


-numbered of ier were threefcore and four 


thoufand and four hundred. 449 Of the chil- 
dren of Afhey after their families: of Jimna, the 
family of the Jimnites: of Jefui, the family of 
the Jefuites: of Beriah, the family of the Beri- 
ites, 45 Of the fons: of Beriah: of Heber, the 
family of the Heberites: of Malchiel, the fami- 
ly of the Malchielites. 46 And the name of the 
daughter of Afher was Sarah. 47 Thele.are 
the families of the fons of Ather according to. 
_thofe that were numbered of them ;. who were 


afifty. and three thoufand and four hundred.. 
48 Of the fons of Naphtali after their families :_ 


Wor Jahzeel, the family of the Jahzeelites: of Guni, 
‘the family of the Gunites: 49 Of Jezer, the fa- 


only of the Jezerites: of Shillém, the family of 


the Shillemites. 50.Thefe are the. families of 


_ Naphtali according to their families: and they 
hat were numbered of them, were forty and. 


NUM ob EF RS. 


‘in the fame order that they were numbered, chap. i. 


43 All the families | 
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five thoufand and four. hundred. — 51. Thefe 
were the numbered of the children of Hrael, fix 
hundred thoufand and a thoufand feven hundred 
and. thirty. 


- 'This is the regilter of the tribes as they were now enrolled, 
Obferve,- 


Firft, The account that is here kept of the families of each 


tribe ; which muft not be underftood of fych as we call fami~ 


lies, thofe that live in a houfe together, but fuch‘as were the | 
defcendents of the feveral fons of the patriarchs, by whofe names 


| in honour of them their pofterity diftinguithed themfelves and. 


one another. ‘The families of the twelve tribes are-thus num~ 
bered; of Dan but one; for Dan had but one fony and yet 
that tribe was the moft numerous of all, except Judah, ver. 42. 
43-3 its beginning was fmall, but its latter end greatly increa- 
fed. Zebulun was divided into three families ; Ephraim into. 
four; Iffachar into-four ; Naphtali into four ; and Reuben in- 
to four; Judah, Simeon, and Afher, had five families a-piece; 
Gad and Benjamin feven a-piece ; and Manaffeh eight. Ben- - 
jamin brought ten fons into Egypt, Gen. xlvi. 21. but three of 
them it feems either died childlefs, or their families were ex- 
tinét; for here we find feven only of thofe names preferved, 
and that Whole tribe none of the moft numerous: For provi- 
dence, in the building of families and nations, doth not tie its 
felf to probabilities. The barren hath born Seven, and fhe that 
hath many children is waxed feeble, 1 Sam. ii. 5. 

Secondly, The numbers of each tribe: And here our beft- 
entertainment will be to compare thefe numbers. with thofe. 
when they were numbered at Mount Sinai. The fum total- 


| was very near the fame; they were now one thoufand eight. 


hundred and twenty fewer than they were then; yet feven.of. 
the tribes increafed in number. Judah increafed one thonfand 


| nine hundred, Iffachar nine thoufand nine hundred, Zebulun. 


three thoufand one hundred, Manaffeh twenty thoufand five 
hundred, Benjamin ten thoufand: two hundred, Dan one thou-. 
fand feven hundred, Afher eleven thoufand nme hundred. Buz 
the other five decreafed more than to balance that increafe ;, 
Reuben decreafed two thoufand feven hundred and feventy, Si- 
meon thirty-feven thoufand one hundred, Gad five thoufand one 
hundred and fifty, Ephraim eight thoufand, and Naphtali- eight 
thoufand.. . In which account we may lene. (1.) That all’ 


“the three tribes that were encamped under the {tandard of Ju-. 


dah, who wasthe.anceftor of Chrift, were increafed ; for his 
church fhall be edified and multiplied. (2.) That none of the 
tribes increafed fo much as that of Manafleh, which in the for- 
mer-account was the {malleft of all the tribes, but thirty-two 
thoufand’two. hundred, . but here is one of the moft confidera- 
ble ; and his brother Ephraim, which there was numerous, is. 
here one of the leaft., Jacob had croffed hands upon their: 
heads, and had preferred Ephraim before Manafleb, which per- 
haps the: Ephramites prided themfelves too much in, and had: 
trampled upon. their brethren the Manaflites; -but when the 
Lord faw that. Manaffeh was defpifed, he. thus multiplied him 
exceedingly ; for it is his glory to help the weakett, ‘and raife 
up them that are caft down. {3.) That none of the tribes ~ 


-decreafed fo much as. Simeon. did ;- from fifty-nine thoufand 


three: hundred, it: funk-ta. ‘twenty-two thoufand two hundreds:.. 
almoft to. but a third part of what.it was. One whole faitily 
of that.tribe (viz. Chad, mentioned; Exod. vi. 15.) was.ex- 
ting in the wildernefs,. Hence Simeon is not mentioned in ~ 
Mofes” blefling, Deut. xxxii. and-the Lot of that tribe:in Ca- 


aan was inconfiderable, only-a cantonrout of Judah’s lots: Joth. ».. 


xix. 9. Some. conjecture, that, moft of thofe twenty-four thou-: 

fand which were cut off by the plague for the iniquity of Peors 

were of that.tribe.; for Zimri, who was a ringleader in that is\- 
niquity ss 


55° 


niguity, was a prince of that tribe, many of which therefore 


were influenced by his example to follow: his pernicious ways. : 
Thirdly, In the account of the tribe of Reuben, mention.is - 


~made of the rebellion of Dathan and Abiram, who were of that 
tribe, in confederacy with Korah a Levite, ver. 9, 10, I1. 
Though the {toty had been largely related but a few chapters 
before, yet here it comes in again, as fit to be had in remem- 
brance, and thought’ of by pofterity, whenever they’ looked in- 
to their pedigree, and pleafed themfelves.with the antiquity of 
their families, and the glory of their anceftors, that they mie 
call themfelves a feed of evil doers. Two things are here faid 
of them: (t.) That they had been famous in the congregation, 
vet. 9. Probably they were remarkable for their ingenuity and 
adtivity, and fitnefs for bufinefs; that Dathan and Abiram, that 
might have been advanced in due time under God and Mofes, 
but their ambitious fpirits put them upon ftriving againft God 
and Mofes, and when they quarrelled with the one, they quar- 
relled with the other. And what was the iffue? (2.) They 
that might have been famous were made infamous; they de- 
came a fign, ver. 10. they were made monuments of divine 
juttice; God in their ruin fhewed himfelf glorious in holinefs ; 


and fo they were fet up for watning to all others in all ages, — 
to take heed of reading in the fleps of their pride and rebel- 


lion. Notice is here taken of the prefervation of the children 
of Korah, ver. .i. they died not, as the children of Dathan 
and Abiram did; doubtlefs becaufe they kept themfelves pure 
from the infection, and would not join, no, not with their own 
“fathers, in rebellion. If we partake not of the fins of finners, 

~ we fhall not partake’ of their plagues. Thefe fons of Korah 
were afterwards in their pofterity eminently ferviceable to the 
church, being employed by David as fingers in the houfe of 
the Lord; hence many pfalms are faid to be for the. fons of 
Korah 3 and perhaps they were made. to bear his name fo long 
after, rather than the name of any other of their anceftors, for 
warning to themfelves, and as an inftance of the power of God, 
which brought thofe choice fruits even out of that bitter root. 
The children of families that have been ftigmatized, fhould en- 
deavour by their eminent virtues to bear away the reproach of 
their fathers. 


52 | And the Lorn f{pake unto Mofes, fay- | 


ing, 53 Unto thefe the land fhall be divided 
for an inheritance, according to the number of 
the names. 54'To many thou fhalt give the 
more inheritance, and to few thou shalt give the 
lefs inheritance : to every one {hall his ,inherit- 
ance be given, according to thofe that were 
numbered of him. 55 Notwithftanding, the 
land fhall be divided by lot: according to the’ 
names of the tribes of their fathers they thall 
inherit. 56 According to the lot. fhail. the 
poffeflion thereof be divided, between many and 
few. ; - 


If any afk whyfach a particular account is kept of the tribes, - 


and families, and numbers, of the people of Ifrael, here is an- 
{wer for them; as they were multiplied, fo they were portion- 
ed, not by common providence, but by promife ; and for the 
fupport of the honour of divine revelation, God will have the 
falilling of the promife taken notice of, both in their increafe, 
and*in their inheritance. When Mofes had numbered the 
people, God doth not fay, By the/e /hall the land be conquered ; 
but taking that for granted, he tells him, Unto thefe feall the 
land be divided, _Thefe that are now regiftered as the fons of 


“yo MR Be Re St. 


point the bounds of our habitation. 


of the land of Canaan. . Sates Poin go 
‘Now in the diftributing or quartering of thefe tribes, [1] 


The general rule of equity is here prefcribed to Mofes, thatto ~ 


Chap. XKVL. 


~Dfrael {hall be admitted {as it were by copy..of court-roll) heirs 3 i 


if 


ra. 
4 
ik 


‘many be fhould give more, and to few he fhould give lefs, (ver. 


54-)3 yet, alas, he was fo far from giving any to others, that 
he muft not have any himfelf; but this direction given to him 


was intended for Jofhua, his fucceffor. . [2.] ‘The application 4 


of this general rule was to be determined, dy /ot; ver. 55. mote 
withfanding, it feems thus to be left to the prudence of their 
prince, yet the matter muft be finally referved to the providence _ 


of their God, in which they muft all acquiefce, how much fo- i. 
ever it contracted their policies or inclinations; according to 


“the lot fall the poffeffion be divided. As the God of nations, 


fo the God of Ifrael, in particular, referves it to himfelf to ap- 


when he was urged to appoint one of his difciples to his right 
hand, and another to his left, in is kingdom, acknowledged 
the fovereignty of his Father in the difpofal: J¢-ts not mine to 
give. Jothua muft not difpofe of inheritances in Canaan ac=. 
cording to his own mind ; but it Jhall be given to them for avhone 
it is prepared of my Father. Vi od co ee 
574 And thefe are they that were numbered. 
of the Lévites, after their families: of Gerfhon, 
the family of the Gerfhonites: of Kohath, the: 


family of the Kohathites: of Merari, the fami- 


ly of the Merarites. 58 Thefe ave the families. 
of the Levites: the family of the Libnites, the: 
family of the Hebronites, the family of the Mah- 


lites, the family of the Mufhites, the family of _ 


the Korathites: and Kohath begat Amram. 59° 


And the name of Amram’s wife was Jochebed, — 


the daughter of Levi, whom ber mother bare to 
Levi in Egypt: and fhe bare unto Amram, Aa- 
ron and Mofes, and Miriam their fifter.. 60 And 
unto Aaron was born Nadab and Abihu, Elea- 
zar and ithamar. 
died, when they offered ftrange fire before the 
Lorp. 62 And thofe that were numbered of 


them, were twenty and three thoufand, all — 


males, from a:month old and upward: for they: 
were not numbered among the children of Hra-. 
el, becaufe there was no inheritance given them 
among the children of Ifrael. pak 


Levi was God’s tribe ; a tribe that was to have no inheri« 
tance with the reft in the land of Canaan, and therefore was 
not numbered among the reft, but by itfelf; fo it had been 
numbered in the beginning of this book at mount Sinai, and 


therefore came not under the fentence paffed upon all that were 


And thus, our Jofhua, 


61 And Nadab and Abihu ~~ 


then numbered, that none of them fhould enter Canaan, but 


Caleb and Jofhua; for of the Levites that were not’ numbered 


with them, nor were to go forth to war, there were Eleazar - 


and Ithamar, and perhaps others, who were above twenty years a 


old, then (as appears Numb. iv. 16, 28.), entered Canaan ; and — 


yet-this tribe now, at its fecond numbering, was increafed but 


one thoufand ; and was ftill one of the {malleft tribes. Mention — 


is made here of the death of Nadab and \bihu for offering - 
things happened unio them for enfamples. 


, 
a 


i 


{trange fire, as before of the punifhment. of Korah, becaufe the/e coke 


ATi 


4 


“ 


' They fhall furely die in the wildernefs. 
. there was not left a man of them, fave Caleb 
| the fon of [ephunpets and Jofhua the fon of 


- it, Neh. ix.:20. 


& 


Chas XXVI. 


6 3G Thefe are they that were numbered by 
Motes and Eleazar the prieft, who numbered 


the children of Ifrael in the plains of Moab, by © 


Jordan near Jericho. 64 But among thefe 
there was nota man of them whom Mofes and 
Aaron the prieft numbered, when they num- 
bered the children of Hrael m the wildernefs of 
Sinai. 65 For the Lorp had faid of them, 
And 


Nun. 


‘That which is obfervable i in this conclufion of the account 
is, the execution of the fentence pafled upon the murmurers, 
Numb. xiv. 29. that not one of thofe who were numbered from 


tqwenty-years old and upward, (and that the Levites were not, ~ 


“but either from a month old, or.from thirty years old to fifty) 
, fhould enter Canaan except Caleb and Jofhua, In thé mufter 
‘now made,- particular direétions no doubt were given to thofe 
of each tribe that were employed in taking the account to com- 
pare thofe rolls with the former, and to obferve whether. there 
were any now left of thofe that were numbered at mount Sinai, 
and it appeared that there was not one man numbered now that 


‘was numbered then, but Caleb dnd Jofhua, ver. 64,65. Here- 
_ in appeired, [1.] The righteoufnefs of God, and his faithful- 


-nefs to his threatenings, when once the decree is gone forth. He 


fware in his wrath, and what he had fworn he performed.. 


Better all thofe- eardaleas had they_been ten times as many, 
fhould fall to the ground, than the word of God. Though 

the rifing generation was mixed with them, and many of the 
guilty and condemned criminals long furvived the fentence, e- 
ven to the laft year of the forty, yet they were cut off by fome 
“means or other before this mufter was made: 
has condemned cannot efcape, either by lofing themfelves in a 
crowd, or by the delay oftexecution. 
God to this people notwithftanding their provocations; though 


that murmuring race was cut off, yet God. raifed up another. 
generation, which was upon the matter as numerous as they,.. 


that though they perifhed, yet the name of Ifrae! might not be 
cut off, left the inheritance of the promife flould be loft for 
want of heirs.. And though the nurhnber fell a little thort of 
what it was at mount Sinai, yet thofe now numbered had this 
advantage, that they were all middle aged men, between twen- 
ty and fixty, in the prime. of their time for. fervice ; and du- 
ving the thirty-eight years of their wandering and watting in 


— the wildernefs, ‘they had_opportunity of acquainting. themfelves 


with the laws and ordinances of God, haying no bufinels. civil 
or military to divert them from thofe facred ftudiés ; and ha- 
ving Mofes and Aaron to inflrué them, and God's good Spi- 


promife made to Caleb and Jofhua. 
ved from falling in this common suin, and.they were fo. The 
arrows of death, though they fly in the dark, they do not fly 


at random, even when they fly thickelt, but.are directed to the | 
» mark intended, and to no-other. 


All that are written among 
the living fhall have their. lives. given them for a prey in the 
molt dangerous times. Thoufands may fall on their right hand, 


ane, ten thoufands on their ae but Sy fhall eleepess 


a ges eC HA Pp XXVII. 
Hore i is, I. The cafe of Zelophehad’s daughters determined, ver: 
Ape te Mi Notice given to. Ages of his death approaching, 


NUMBERS 


- unto Mofes, faying,. 


thofe whom God’ |: 
[2.] The goodnefs of: 


“phehad in the chapter before, ver. 33.- 


[3.] The truth of God, in performing his: 
They -were to be prefer- » 


s 
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ver, 12,14. Provifion made of a fucceffor in the govern- 
ment. (1.) By the prayer of Mofes, ver. 1517. @ ) 


By the appointment of God, ver. 18,—23- 


“HEN came the daughters of Zelophehad 
: the fon of Hepher, the fon of Gilead, the 
fon of Machir, the fon of Manafleh, of the fa-. 
milies of Manafleh the fon of Jofeph: and thefe 
aré the names of his daughters; Mahlah, Noah, . 
and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Tirzah. 2 And: 
they ftood before Mofes, aad before Eleazar the 
rieft, and before the princes, and all the con- © 
gregation, by the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, faying, 3 Our father died in the- 
wildernefs, and he was not in.the company of 
them that gathered themfelves together again 
the Lorp in the company of. Korah; but died. 
in his own-fin, and had no fons. 4 Why fhould: 
the name: of our father be doné away from a- 
mong his family, becaufe he hath no fon?. Give 
unto us therefore a pofleffion among the bre- 
thren of our father. 5.And Mofes: brought their 
caufe before the Lorp. 6. And the Lorn fpake. 
7. The daughters of ‘Zelo- 
phehad fpeak tight: thou fhalt furely give'them : 
a poffeffion of an inheritance among their fa- 
ther’s brethren; and.thou fhalt.caufe the inhe- 


| xitanee of their father to pafs unto them. 8: 
And thou fhalt fpeak unto the children of Ifrael, 


faying, If a man die, and have no fon, then ye 
fhall caufe his inheritance to-pafs.unto his daugh- . 
ter. g And if he have no daughter, then ye 
fhall give his inheritance unto “his brethren. 
to And if he have no brethren; then ye {hall 
give his inheritance unto. his father’s brethren: 


. 11.And if his father have no brethren, then ye 
_ fhall give his inheritance uhto his. kinfman that 


is pees to him of his family, and he thall pofiels 
: and it fhall be unto the children of Hrael a: 


ee of sutement, as the. Lorp commanded. 
Mofes. 


Mention was made of the cafe of -thefe daughters: of Felon - 
It fhould feem by the 
particular | notice ‘taken of it; that it was afingular cafe, and ~ 


that the. like did not at this. time occur in all Lfrael, that the 


head of a family had no fons, but daughters only; their cafe is 
again debated, chap. xxxvi. upon another article of it; and ac+» 

cording to the judgment given in their cafe, we find them put 
in poffeffion, Joth. xvii. 3... One would think their perfonal-~ 


character was fuch as added weight to their cafe, and made it: - 
be fo often taken notice of. Here is, 


 £irfl, Their cafe ftated by themfelves, and their petition up~ - 


‘on it prefented: to the higheft court of-judicature, which con- 
fitted of Mofes as. king, the princes as lords, and the congre- 


gation, or elders ofthe. people, who were chofen their reprefen- 
tatives, as the commons, ver. 2. This auguft aflembly fat near 


the door of the tabernacle, that in difficult cafes they might con- 
fult 


thas) 


Oe 


fult the'oracle. ‘To them thefe young ladies made their appli- 


_ cation ; for it is the duty of magiftrates to defend the father- 
lefs, Pfal. Ixxxit. 3. We find not that they had any advocate 
to fpeak for them, but they managed their own caufe ingeni- 
oufly enough, which they could do-the better, becaufe-it was 
plain and honeft, and {poke for itfelf. 

Now obfetve, [1.] What it is they petition for; that they 
might have a poffeilion in the land: of Canaan, among the bre- 
thren of their futher, ver. 4.° What God had faid to Mofes, 
chap. xxvi. 53. he had faithfully made known to the people, 
‘that the land of Canaan was to be divided among thofe that 
were now numbered; thefe daughters knew they were not 
numbered, and therefore by this rule muft expect no inheritance, 
vand’ the family of their father muft be Jooked upon as extinct, 
and written childlefs, though he had all thefe daughters : This 
they thought hard, and therefore prayed to be admitted heirs 
to their father, and to have an inheritance in his right. If 
they had had a brother, they would not have,applied to Mofes, 
(as-one did to Chrift, Luke xii. 13.) for an order to inherit: 
avith him, Bot heaving no brother, they beg for a pofleffion. 
Herein they difcovered, 1/f, A ftrong faith in the power and 
promife of God, concerning the giving of the land of Ca- 
ne.9 to Ifrael. ‘Though it was yet unconquered, untouched, 
and is the full poifefion of the natives, yet they petition for 
their (hare-in it, as if it were all their own already. See Pfal. 
Ix. 6, 9. God hath fpoken in his holinefs, and then Gilead is 
miney Manafich is mine. 2dly, An earneft defire of a place and 
name in the land of promife, which was a type of heaven ; and 
if they had, as fome think, an eye'to that, and by this claim 
laid hold on eternal life, they were five wife virgins indeed: 
find their example fhould quicken us with all poflible diligence 
to make fure our title to the heavenly inheritance, in the dif- 
pofal of which, by the covenant of grace, no difference ts madé 
between male and female, Gal. iii28. 3dly, A true refpea 
and honour for their father, whofe name was dear and precious 
to them now he was gone, and they were therefore folicitous 
that it fhould not be done away from among his family. There 
is a debt which children owe to the memory of their parents, 
required by the fifth commandment, Honour thy father and mo- 
ther. [2.] What their plea is, That their father did not die 
under any attainder which might be thought to have corrupted 
his blocd, and forfeited his eftate, but he died in his own fin, 
‘ver. 3.; not engaged in any mutiny or rebellion againft Mofes, 
particularly not in that of Korah, and his company, nor any way 
concerned in the fins of others, but chargeable only with the 
common iniquities of mankind, for which to his own Mafter he 
was torftand or fall, but laid not himfelf open to any prejudi- 
cial procefs before Mofes and the princes. He was never con- 


victed of any thing that might be a bar to his childrens’claim: ° 


It is a comfort to parents when they come to die, if thus, tho’ 
they {mart themfelves for their own fins, yet they are not con- 
{cious to themfelves of any of thofe iniquitics which God vifits 
vpon the children. eee 

Secondly, ‘heir cafe determined by the divine oracle. Mo- 
{es not daring to give judgment himfelf, becaufe though their 
pretenfions feemed juft and reafonable, yet his exprefs orders 
were to divide the land, among thofe that were numbered, 
which were the males only, he therefore brings their caufe before 
the Lord, and waits for his decifion, ver. 5. and God himfelf 
pives judgment upon it. He takes cognizance of the affairs, 
not only of nations, but of private families, and orders them 
-in judgment according to the counfel: of his own will. (1.) 
‘The petition is granted, ver. 7. They [peak right, give them 
@ poffefion. "Thofe that feek an inheritance in the land of pro- 
mife, fhall have what they feek for, and orher things fhall be 
edded to them. Thofe are claims which God will countenance 


NUMBER S. 


thy brother was gathered. 


\ a - 


and crown, (2.) The point is fettled for hereafter. Thefe 
daughters of Zelophehad confulted not only their own comfort, 


and the credit of their family, but the honour and happinefs of ~ 


their fex likewife ; for on this particular occafion a general law 
was made, that in cafe a man had no fon, his eftate fhould go 
to his daughters, ver. 8.; not to the eldeft, as the eldeft fon, 
but to them all in co-partnerfhip, fhare and fhare alike. Thofe 
that in fuch a’ cafe deprive their daughters of their right, pure- 
ly to keep up the name of their family, unlefs a valuable confi- 
deration be allowed them, may make the entail.of their lands | 
furer than the entail of a blefling with them. Further direc- 
tions are given for the difpofal of inheritances, ver. 9, 10, 11. 
That if a man have no iffue at all, his eftate fhall go to his 
brethren ; if no brethren, then to his father’s brethren ; and if 
there be no fuch, then to his next kinfman. With this the 
rules of our law exaétly agree. And though the Jewifh doctors 
here will have it underftood, that if a man haye no children, 
his eftate fhall go to his father, if living, before his brethren, 
yét-there is nothing of that in the law; and our common law 
has an exprefs rule againft it, that an eftate cannot a/cend /- 
neally-; {o that if a fon purchafe lands in fee fimple, and die 
without iffue in the lifetime of his father, his father cannot be » 
his heir. See how God makes heirs, and in his difpofal we 
muft acquielce. : ; see 


12 § And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Get 
thee up into this mount Abarim, and fee the- 
land which I have given unto the children of 
Ifrael. 13 And when thou haft feen it, thou 
alfo fhalt be gathered unto thy people, as Aaron 
14 For ye rebelled 
againft my commandment (in the defart of 
Zin, in the ftrife of the congregation) to fanc- 


tify-me at the water, before their eyes: that ir 


the -water of Meribah in Kadefh'in 
nefs of ‘Zin. : 

Here, [1.] God tells Mofes of his faults; his {peaking un- 
advifedly with his lips at the waters of ftrife, where he did not 


exprefs, fo carefully as he ought to have done, a regard to 
the honour both of God and Ifrael, ver. 14. Though Mofes 


the wilder- 


_was.a fervant.of the Lord, a faithful fervant, yet once he re- 
‘ belled againf? God's commandment, and failed in his duty ; and 


though a very honourable fervant, and highly favoured, yet he 
fhall hear of his mifcarriage, and all the world: fhall hear of it 
too again and again; for God will thew his difpleafure againft 
fin, even in thofe that are neareft and deareft to him: Thofe 
that are in reputation for wifdom and honour. have need to be 
conftantly careful of their words and. ways, left at any time they - 
fay or do that which may be a diminution either to their com- 
fort, or to their credit, or both, a great while after. fe.} 
Ne tells Mofes of his death ; his death was the punifhment of 
his fin, and: yet notice is given him of it in fuch a manner as 
might beft ferve to fweeten and mollify the- fentence, and re-_ 
concile him to it. .(1.) Mofes muft die, but he thall firft have 
the fatisfaction of fecing the land. of promife, ver. 12. God. 
did not intend with this fight of Canaan to tantalife him, or 
upbraid him with his folly.in doing that which cut him. fhort. 


of ity nor had it any impreffion of that. kind upon him, but 


God appointed it, and Mofes accepted it as a favour ; his fight, 
(we have reafon to think) being wonderfully ftrengthened and 
enlarged to take a full and difting view of it as did abundantly. 
gratify his innocent cutiofity. This fight of Canaan fignified his 
believing profpeét of the better country, that is the heavenly, 
which is very comfortable to dying faints. (2.) Mofes muft 

r f ‘die, 


ria 


Chap. XXVIL. 


{ 
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our graves. 


= 


Chap. XXVIL 


die, but death doth not cut him off, it only gathers him to his 


\ people, brings him to, reft with the. holy patriarchs that 
‘were gone before him; Abraham, and [faac, and Jacob ‘ 
were his, people, the people of his choice and love, and to them 


N UsMeB ER 8. 


death gathered him. (3.) Mofes muft die, but only as Aaron » 


died before him, ver. 13.; and Mofes had feen how eafily and — 


chearfully Aaron had put off the priefthood firlt, and then the © 


~ body: Let not Mofes therefore be afraid of dying, it was but 


to be gathered to his people, as Aaron was gathered. Thus the 
death of our near and dear relations fhould be improved by us, 


1. As an engagement to us to think often of dying: We are | 


not better than our fathers or brethren ; if they are gone, we are 


_ going; if they are gathered already, we mutt be gathered very 


fhortly. 2. As an encouragement to us to think of death 
without terror, and even to pleafe ourfelves with the thoughts 
of it; itis but to die as fuch and fuch died, if we live as they lived, 
and their end was peace; they finifhed their courfe with joy ; 
why then fhould we fear any evil in that melancholy valley ? 


15 Y And Mofes fpake unto the Lorn, fay- 


ing, 16 Let the Lorn, the God of the fpirits 


of all flefh, fet a man over the congregation, 
17 Which may go out before them, and which 
may goin before them, and which may lead 
them out, and which may bring them in; that 
the congregation of the Lorp be not as fheep 
which have no fhepherd. 18 4 And the Lorp 
faid unto Mofes, Take thee Jofhua the fon 
of Nun, a man in whom is the {pirit, and lay 
thine hand upon him. 1g And fet him before 
Eleazar the prieft, and before all the congrega- 
tion: and give him a charge in their fight. 20 
And thou fhalt put /ome of thine honour upon 
him, that all the congregation of the children of 
-Ifrael may be obedient. 21 And he fhall ftand 
before Eleazar ‘the prieft, who fhall afk coun/el 
for him, after the judgment of Urim before the 
Lorp : at his word they fhall go out, and at his 
word they fhall come in, both he, and all the 


children of Ifrael with him, even all the congre- 


gation. 22 And Mofes-did as the Lorp com- 
manded him: and he took Jofhua and fet him 
before Eleazar the prieft, and before all the con- 


 gregation. 23 And he laid his hands upon him, 


and gave him a charge, as the Lord command- 


ed by the hand of Mofes. . 


Here, Firf?, Mofes prays for a facteffor. When God had 
told him he muft die, though it appears elfewhere he folicited 
for a reprieve for himfelf, Deut. ii. 24. yet when that could 
not be obtained, he begged earneftly that the work of God 
might be carried on, though he might not have the honour of 
finifhing it. Envious fpirits do not love their fucceffors, but 
Mofes was none of thofe. We fhould concern ourfelves, both 


' in our prayers and in our endeavours, for the rifing generation, 


that religion may flourifh, and the interefts of God’s kingdom 
among men may be maintained and advanced when we are in 
In this prayer, Mofes expreffleth, (1.) A tender 
concern for the people of Ifrael, that the congregation of the 
Lord be not as foeep which have no fbepherd. Our Saviour ufeth 


_ this comparifon in his compaflions for the people, when they 


Vor. I. 


~ 
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wanted good minifters, Mat. ix. 36. Magiftrates and mini: 
fters are the fhepherds of a people ; if thofe be wanting, or 
are not as they fhould be, people are apt to wander and be 
fcattered abroad, are expofed to enemies, in danger of want- 
ing food, and of hurting one another, as /heep having no fhep-~ 
herd. (2.) A believing dependence upon God, as the God 
of the fpirits of all fiefo.. He isboth the Former and the 
Searcher of fpirits, and therefore can either find mea fit, or 
make them fit, to ferve his purpofes, for the good of his 
church. He prays to God, not to fend an angel, but toe a 
man over the congregation, i. €. to nominate and appoint one 
whom he would qualify and own as ruler of his people Hrael. 
Before God gave this blefling to Ifrael, he ftirred up Meofes to 
ptay for it: "Thus Chrift, before he fent forth his apoftles, call- 
ed to thofe about him to pray the Lord of the harveft, that he 
would fend forth labourers into his harvefi, Mat. ix. 38. 
Secondly, God, in anfwer to his prayer, appoints him a fuc< 
ceflor, even Jofhua, who had long fiace fignalized himfelf for 
his courage in fighting Amelek, his humility in miniftring to’ 
Mofes, and his faith and fincerity in witnefling againft the re-. 
port of the evil pies: This is the man God pitches upon to 
fucceed Mofes ; a man in whom is the [pirit, the fpirit of grace; 
He is a good man, fearing God, and hating covetoufnefs, and. 
ating from a principle: The /pirit of government 3 he is fit to 
do the work and difcharge the trults of his place; a: fpirit of 
conduct and courage: And he had alfo thé /pirit of prophe/y, 
for the Lord often /pakeunto him, Joth. iy. 1.—vi. 2.—viie 10s 
‘Now here, . ; 
{1.] God direéts Mofes how, to fecure the fucceflion to 
Jofhua. 1/7, He mutt ordainhim ; Lay thine hand upon him. 
This was done in token of Moj/es’ transferring the govern- 
ment to him, as the /aying of hands on the facrifice, put the of- 
fering in the place and ftead of the oferer; alfo in token of 
God’s conferring the blefling of the Spirit upon him, which 
Mofes obtained by prayer. It is faid, Deut. xxxiv..9. Fo- 
JSoua was full of the fpirit of wifdom, for Mofes had laid his 
hands upon him. This rite of impofing hands we find ufed in 
the New Teftament in fetting apart of gofpel minifters ;. not- 
ing a folemn defignation of them to the office, and an earneft 
defire that God would qualify them for it, and own them in | 
it. It is the offering of them to Chrift and his church for 
living facrifices. 2dly, He muft prefent him to Eleazar and. 
the people ; et him before them that they might know him to 
be defigned of God for this great truft, and confent to that 
defignation. 3d/y, He mutt give him a charge. He mutt be. 
charged with the people of Ifracl, who were delivered into his 
hand as fheep into the hand of a fhepherd, and of whom he 
muft be-accountable. He muft be ftri€ly charged to do his 
duty to them; though they were under his command, he was 
under God’s command, and from him mutt receive charge. 
The higheft muft know there is a higher than they. This 
charge mult be given him in their fight, that it might be the 
more affecting to Jofhua, and that the people feeing the work 
and care of their prince, might be the more engaged to affift 
and encourage him. ‘gthbly, He mult put /ome of his honour 
upon him, ver. 20. Jofhua at the moft had but /ome of the 
honour of Mofes, and in many inftances came. fhort. of him 3 
but this feems to be meant of his taking him now while ‘he 
lived into partnerfhip with him in the government, and admit- 
ting him to act with authority as -his affillant. It is an ho- 
nour to be employed for God.and his church ; /ome of this hoa 
nour muit be put. upon Jofhua, that the people being ufed to o- 
bey him while: Moles lived, they might the more chearfully do 
it afterwards. 5h/y, He muft appoint Eleazer the high prieft, 
with his breaft-plate of judgment, to be his privy-counfel, ver, 
21. He fkall fland before Eleazar, by him to confult. the 
4A "oracle, 


\ 
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oracle, ready to recéive and obferve: all’ the inftruaions that 
fhould be given hin by it. This was a direGion to Jofhua ; 
though he was full of the Spirit, and had all this honour put up- 
on him, yet he muft do nothing without afking counfel of God, 
not leaning to his own underftanding: It was alfo a great en- 


“‘couragement to him; to govern: Ifracl, and to conquer Ca-. 
naait, were two hard tafks, but. God affures him that in both - 


hefhould be under a divine conduét, and in every difficult cafe 
God would advife him to that which fhould be for the beft. 


N UM BERS. * 


ine; fhall ye obferve to offer unto me in. their. 
dite feafon.. 3 And thou fhalt fay unto them, — 


Mofes had recourfe' to the oracle of God himfelf; but Jofhua, — 
and the fucceeding judges, muft ufe the miriftry of the high | 


prieft;and confult the judgnient of Uri, which the Jews 
fay might not be ‘inquired of but by the king, or the head of 
the fanhedrim, or by the agent or reprefentative of the people, 
for them, and in their name. Thus the government of Ifrael 


was now purely divine, for both: the defignation and diredion . 


of their princes was entirely fo. At the word of the prieft, ac- 
cording to the judgment of Urim, Jofhua and all Ifrael muft 
yo out and come in; and, no doubt, God who thus guided, 
would preferve both their going out, and their coming ia. ‘Thofe 


are fafe, and may be eafy, that follow God, and in all their . 


ways acknowledge him. ‘ 
{2.] Mofes doth according to thefe direfions, ver. 22. 
23. ‘He chearfully ordained Jofhua;: 1/7, Though it was a 


iprefent sefening to himfelf, and amounted almoft to a refigna- 
tion ‘of the government. He-is very willing that the people - 


fhould Jook off him, and'adore the rifing fun. 2d/y, Though 
it was a perpetual flur upon his family. It had not been fo. 
‘much his praife if be had thus réfigned his honour to a fon of 
his own ‘but with his own ‘hands to*ordain Eleazar firft high 
prieft, and now Jofhua, one of another tribe, chief ruler, while 
‘his own children ‘had no prefernient at all, but were left in 
the-rank of common Levites;'this. was fuch an inftance ‘of 
felf-denial; ‘and fubmiffion to the will of God, as was more ‘his 


_glory than-the higheft advancement of ‘his family ‘could ‘have | 

been; for it confirms his charadter of his being the meekeft | 
man ‘pon earth, and faithful to him that ‘appointed him in all | 
This (faith the excellent Bifhop Patrick) fhews | 
him to have had. a-principle which raifed him above all other | 


hishoufe. 


Jawgivers, who always took cate to eftablifh their families in 


fome fhare of that ‘greatnefs which they themfelves poffeffed 5. 


but hereby it appeared Mofes.aéted not from himfelf, becaufe 


he acted not ‘for himfelf. ; 


CHAP XXVIII. 


Now ‘the people were numbered, orders given for the divtd- | 
ing of the land, anda general of the forces nominated 
and conimiffioned, one would have expeded that the next 
chapter fhould have begin the bifory of the campaign, or 

at ‘leaft fhould have given us an account of the ordindn- — 


ces of war; no, 7t contains the ordinances of worfbip,, 


‘and provides that, now they were entering Canaan, they 
fhould be fure to take their religion along with them, and 


not forget that, in the profecution of ther wars, Ver. Ty. 


2. The laws are here repeated and fumed up concern- 
ing the facrifices that were'to be offered, (1.) Dazly, ver. 
3,—8:. (2.) Weekly, vere, ‘10. (3-) Monthly, ver. 
WI,~15. ((4.) Yearly’; 1. At the paffover, ver. 17,— 
25. 2. At Pentecoff, ver. 26,—31.. Aad ‘the ‘next 
eee is concerning theannual folemnities of the Seventh 
month, 


-& ND the Lora fpake unto Motes, faying, 2: 


Command the children of Ifrael, and ‘fay 
unto them, My offering, and my bread for my 
facrifices made by fire, for a {weet favour unto 


Chap. XXVIL. 


This is the offering made by fire which ye fhall — 


offer unto the Lorp; two lambs of the firft- 


yeat without fpot, day by day, for a continual 
burnt-offering. 4 The one lamb fhalt thou of- 


fer.in the morning, and the other lamb ‘thalt : 
thou offer at evens 5 Anda tehth part of an- 


ephah of flour for a meat-oflering, mingled 


with the fourth part of an hin 6f beaten oil. | 


6 ft is a continual burnt-offering, which was - ; 


ordained in mount Sinai for a fweet favour, a 
facrifice made by fire unto the Lorp. 


part of an hin for the one lamb: in the holy 
place Mhalt thou caule the ftrehg wine to “be 
poured out unto the Lorn for a drink-offering, 
8 And the other lamb fhalt thou offer at even: 
as the meat-offering of the morning, and-as the 


drink-offering thereof thou fhalt offer it, a fas. 


erifice made by fire of 


| a {weet favour unto the 
Lor. 


Here is, Fir, A general order given concerning the ‘offer- _ 
ings of ‘the Lord, which were to be brought in-their feafon, ,. 
Thefe laws aré here given afrefh, not becaufe the ob- - 


ver. 2. 
fervance of them was wholly difufed during their thirty-eight 


years wandering in the wildernefs ; we ‘cannot think they were _ 
fo long without any public worfhip, ‘but that at leaft the daily. 
lamb was offered morning and evening, and: doubled on the 


fabbath-day ; fo Bithop ‘Patrick conjectures; but that many 


of the facrifices were then omitted is plainly inumated, Amos: 
v. 25. quoted by Stephen, Acts vii. 42. Did ye offer unto -me - 
facrifices and offerings in the wildernefs forty years, O houfe of ~ 
Dfrael? It is implied, ‘no, you did not. But whether the - 


courfe of facrifices had been interrupted ‘or no, ‘God faw fit 
now to ‘repeat the law of facrifices (1.) Becaufe this was a 


new generation ofmeh, that were moft of them unborn when- 
‘the former laws were given; therefore that they might be left . 


7 And. 
the drink-offering thereof /ha/l be. the fourth - 


without excufe, they have not only 'thefe laws written, to be + 


read fo them, but again repeated from God-himfelf, and. put - 
into a lefs compafs, and plainer method. +(2.) Becaufethey 
were now entering upon war, and, might be tempted to think, | 
that while they were engaged-in that, they thould be excufed.., 
fram offering facrifices 5 inter arma _filent leges: No, faith'God, . 
My bread for my facrifices even now ‘fball ye objerve to offers , 


and that in their due feafon. They. were then concerned ‘to 


keep their peace with God, when they were at war with their -, 


enemies. In the wildernefs they were Jolitary, and quite. /- 


parate from.all other people ; and therefore there they needed ; 
not fo much their di/inguifbing badges, nor would their omif-- 
fion of facrifices be fo {candalous,.as when they came into Ca- . 
naan, When they were mingled with .other people. (3.).Be-.. 
‘caufe poffeflion was now to be given them of the land of pro- . 


| 
| 
4 


mife, that land flowing with mi/é and.honey, where they would °_ 


have plenty of all good things : Now (faith God) when you . 
are feafting yourfelves, forget not to ‘offer the bread of your,’ 


God. Canaan was’ given them upon this condition, that they: . 
c . Rep tf! 


fhould ob/erve God’s flatutes, Pfal. cv. 44,45. — 


i 


Secondly, ‘The particular law of the. daily facrifice, 3, Sane 


in the morning, and a lamb in the evening ; which’ for the 


conftancy of it, as duly as the day came, is called a ‘continual: 
yee a burnte 


Y 


Se 


we ‘Chap. XXVIII. 


- 


The inftitution of it we have, Exod. xxix. 38. 


a“ 


burut-offering, ver. 3. Whieb intimates, that when we are 
bid to pray always, and to pray without ceafing, it is intended, 


- that at leaft every morning and every evening we offer up our 
folemn prayers and praifes to God. This is faid to be ordain- . 


ed in mount Sinai, (ver. 6.) when the other laws were given. 
Nothing is 
added here in the repetition of the law, but that the wine to 
be poured out in the drink-offering is ordered to be frong wine, 
ver. 7. the richeft and moft generous and belt-bodied wine 
they could get. ‘Though it was to be poured out upon the al- 
tar,.and not drunk, they therefore might be ready-to.think the 


 -worft would ferve to be fo thrown away, yet God requires the 
-ftrongeft, to teach us to ferve God with the beff we have. The’ 


wine muft be ftrong, (faith Ainfworth,) becaufe it was a fi- 
gure of the blood of Chrift, the memorial of which is {till left 
to the church in wine; and of the blood of the martyrs, 
which was poured out as a drink-offering upon the facrifice and 
Jervice of our faith, Phil. ii. 17. ae 


07 ‘And on the fabbath-day, two lambs of 


the firft year without fpot, and two tenth-deals. 


-of flour for a meat-offering mingled with oil, 
and the drink-oftering thereof. 10 This is the 
burnt-offering, of every fabbath, befide the con- 
tinual burnt-offering, and his drink-offering. 
tr § And in the beginnings of your months, 
ye thall offer a burnt-offering unto the Lorn ; 


two young bullocks, and one ram, feven lambs 


_ §.3 to intimate not only the continuance, but the advancement | 
he] ; 


‘of the firft year without f{pot, 12° And three 
tenth-deals of flour for a meat-offering mingled 
with oil, for one bullock, and two tenth-deals 
of flour for a meat-offering: mingled with oil, 
for one ram, 13 And a feveral tenth-deal 
of flour mingled with oil for a meat-offer- 
ing, unto one lamb, fora burnt-offering of a 
fweet favour, a facrifice made by fire unto the 
Lory. 14 And their drink-offerings, fhall be 
half an hin of wine pnto a bullock, and the 
third part of an hin unto a ram, and a fourth 


part of an hin unto a lamb: this zs the burnt-' 


offering of every month throughout the months 
of the year. 15 And one kid of the goats fora 
fin-offering unto the Lorn thall be offered, be- 
fides the continual burnt-offering, and his drink- 
offering. ‘ 

The neqv-mooni and the /abbaths are often fpoken of toge- 


' ther as great folemnities in the Jewifh church, very comfort- 


able to the faints then, and typical of gofpel-grace. Now, we 
have here the facrifices appointed. 

[1.] For the fabbaths. Every fabbath-day the offering 
mutt be doubled ; befide the two /ambs offered for the daily 
burnt-offering, there mut be two more offered, one (it is pro- 


bable) added to the morning facrifice, and the other to the 


evening, ver. 9, 10. This teacheth us to double our deyo- 
tions on fabbath-days, for fo the duty of the day requires. 
The fabbath-reft is to be obferved in order to a more clofe 
application to the fabbath-work, which ought to fill up fabbath- 
time. In Ezekiel’s temple-fervice, which points at gofpel- 
times, the fabbath-offerings were to be /ix lambs and a ram, 
with their meat offerings and drink-offerings, Ezek. xlvi. 4, 
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of fabbath-fantificatiom in the days of the Mefliah. This is 
the durnt-offering of the fabbath ; in‘his fabbath, {o it isin. the 
original, ver. 10. We muft.do every fabbath-day’s work ix 
its day, ftudying to redeem every minute of fabbath-time, as 
thofe that believe it precious ; and nat thinking to put off one 
fabbath’s work to another, for fufficient to every fabbath is the 
fervice thereof. 
[2.] For the new moons. Some fuggeft, that as the fab- 
bath was kept with an eye to the creation of the world, fo the 


‘new moons were fanétified with an eye to the Divine Provi- | 


dence, which appointeth the moon for Jeafons, guiding the revo- 
lutions of time by its changes, and governing fublunary bodies 
(as many think) by its influences. ‘Though we obferve not 


-any feaft of new moons, yet we muft not forget to give God 


the glory of all the precious things put forth by the moon, which 
he hath effabhifhed for ever, a faithful witnefs in heaven, Pfal. 
Ixxxix. 37. The offerings in the new moons were very ¢con- 
fiderable, ¢evo bullocks, a ram, and feven lambs, with the meat- 
offerings and drink-offerings that were to attend them, ver. 11, 
&c. befides a fia-ofering, ver. 15.5, for when we give glory to 
God by confeffing his mercies, we muft give glory to him like- 
wife by confefling our own fins: And when we rejoice in the 
gifts of common providence, we muft make the facrifice of 
Chrift, that great gift of {pecial grace, the fountain and fpring- 
head of our joy. Some have queftioned whether the aew 
moons were to be reckoned among their feaft; but why fhould 
they not? when befides the fpécial facrifices which were then, 
togebe offered, they refed from fervile works, Amos viil. 5. 
blew the trumpets, Numb. x. 10. and went tothe prophets to - 
hear the word,'2-Kings iv. 23. and the worfhip performed 
in the new moons is made typical of gofpel-folemnities, If. 
Ixvi. 23. Met 
16 And in the fourteenth day of the firf 
month is the paffover of the Lorp. 47 And 
in the fifteenth day of this month zs the feaft : 
feyen days fhall unleavened bread be: eaten. 
18 In the firft day /ball be an holy convoca- 
tion; ye fhall do no manner of fervile work 


therein. 19 But ye fhall offer a facrifice made 


by fire for a burnt-offering unto the Lorp; 
two young bullocks, and one ram, and feven 
lambs of the firft year: they fhall be unto you 
without blemifh. 20 And their meat-offering 
foall be of flour mingled with.oil: three tenth 
deals fhall ye offer for a bullock, and two 
tenth-deals for-a ram. 21 A feyveral tenth. 
deal fhalt thou offer for every lamb, through- 
out the feven lambs: 22 And one goat for a 
fin-offering, to make an atonement for you. 
23 Ye fhall offer thefe befide the burnt-offer- 
ing in the morning, which 7s for a continual 
burnt-offering. 24 After this manner. ye fhall 
offer daily throughout the fevén days, the meat 


- of the facrifice made by fire, of a {weet favour 


unto the Lorn: it fhall be offered befide the | 
continual burnt-offering, and his drink-offering. 
25 And on the feventh day ye fhall have an 
holy convocation; ye fhall do no fervile work; 
26 | Alfo in the day of the firft-fruits, when ye 
bring a new meat-oflering unto the Lorp, after 
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your weeks be out, ye fball have an holy con- 
vocation ; ye fhall do no fervile work. 27 But 
ye fhall offer the burnt-offering for a fweet fa- 
vour unto the Lorp; two young bullocks, one 
ram, feven lambs of the firft year: 28 And 
their meat-offering of flour mingled with oil, 
three tenth-deals unto one bullock, two tenth- 
deals unto one ram, 29 A feveral tenth-deal 
unto one lamb, throughout the feven lambs: 
30 nd one kid of the goats, to make an a- 
tonement for you. 31 Ye fhall offer them be- 
fides the continual burnt-offering, and his meat- 

‘offering, (they fhall be unto you without ble- 
mifh,) and their drink-offerings. 

Here is, Firft, The appointment of the paffover-facrifices ; 
not that which was the chief, the pafcal lamb, fufficient in- 
ftructions had formerly been given concerning that ; but thofe 
which were to be offered upon the feven days of unleavened 
bread which followed it, ver. 17, 25. ‘The firft and laft of 
thofe feven days were to be fandtified as fabbaths, by a holy 
yeft, and a holy convocation ; and on each of the /even days 
‘they were to be very /iberal in their facrifices, in token of 
their great and conflant thankfulnefs for their deliverance out 
of Egypt, two bullocks, a ram, and feven lambs. A gofpel- 
converfation, in gratitude for Chriff our Paffover who fast. 
erificed, is called the keeping of this feaft, 2 Cor. v. 8.5 for it 
as not enough that we purge out the eavened bread of malice 
and wickednefs, but we mutt offer the bread of our God, even 
the /acrifice of praife continually, and continue herein unto the 
end. ‘ 

Secondly, The facrifices are likewife appointed which were 
to be offered at the feaft of pentecoft, here called the day of 
the firftfruits, ver. 26. In the feaft of unleavened bread they 
offered a fheaf of their firft-fruits of barley (which with them 
was fir{t ripe) to the prieft, Lev. xxiii. 10. as an introduction 


to the harveft; but now, about feven weeks after, they were 


to bring a new meat-offring to the Lord, at the énd of harveft, 
in thankfulnefs to God, who bad not only given, but preferved, 
to their ufe, the kindly fruits of the earth, fo as that in due. 
time they did enjoy them. 
was poured out, Adts ii. t. and thoufands were. converted by 
‘the preaching of the apoftles, and were prefented to Chrift, to 
be a kind of firft-fruits of his creatures. The facrifice that was 
‘to be offered, with the loaves of firft-fruits, is appointed, Lev. 
“xxiii. 18.; but over and above, befides that, and befides the 
daily offerings, they were to offer tivo bullocks, one ram, and 
seven lambs, with a kid for a jJin-offering, ver. 297,—30. When 
God fows plentifully upon us, he expeéts to reap accordingly 
from us. Bifhop Patrick obferves, that. no peace-offerings are 
appointed in this chapter, which were chiefly for the benefit 


of the offerers, and therefore in them they were left more to | 


themfelves;. but burnt-offerings, which were purely for the. ho- 
nour of God, and confeflions of his dominion, and which figu- 
ved evangelical picty and devotion, by which the foul is wholly. 
offered up,to God in the flames of holy love ; and_fin-offerings, 
which were typical of Chrift’s facrifice of himfelf, by which 
we and our Jervices are perfecied and faniified. 


@ Hea Ps. XXX, 


This chapter appoints the.offerings that were-to be made by 
fire unto. the Lord, im ihe three great folemnities of the 
— feventh month 1: In the feah of trumpets, on, the firfl 
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It was at this feaft that the Spirit: 


_ Chap. XXIX- 
day of that month, ver. 1,8, IL. In the day of atone- 
ment, on the tenth day, ver. 4,—11. III. fa the feat of 
tabernacles, on the fifteenth day, and the feven days fol 
lowing, ver. 12,—33* And then the conclufion of thefe 
ordinances, Ver. 39,40 ~~ 

ND in the feventh month, on the firlt day 

of the month, ye fhall have an holy con- 
vocation ; ye fhall do no fervile work: it is # 
day of blowing the trumpets unto you. 2 And 
ye fhall offer a burnt-offering for a fweet favour 
unto the Lorp, one young bullock, one ram,. 
and feven lambs of the firft year without ble- 
mifh: 3 And their meat-offering /ball be of - 
flour mingled with oil, three tenth-deals for 
a bullock, and two tenth-deals fora ram.. 4 
And one tenth-deal for one lamb, throughout 
the feven-lambs: 5 And one kid of the goats 
for a fin-offering, to make an atonement for 
you: 6 Befide the burnt-offering of the month, 
and his meat-offering, and the daily burnt-of- 
fering, and his meat-offering, and their drink- 
offerings, according unto their manner, for a 
fweet favour, a facrifice made by fire unto the 
4 ¥ And ye fhall have-on the tenth 
day of this feventh month an holy convocation: 
and ye fhall afflict your fouls: ye fhall not do 
any work therein. 8 But ye fhall offer a burnt- 
‘offering unto the Lorp for a fweet favour, one 


_ young bullock, one ram and feven lambs of the 


firft ‘year, they fhall be unto you without ble-- 
mifh: g And their meat-offering /baill be of 
flour mingled with oil, three tenth-deals to a 
bullock, and two tenth-deals to one ram, 10 A 
feveral tenth-deal for one lamb, throughout the 
feven lambs: 11 One kid of the goats for a fin- 
offering, befide the fin-offering of atonement, 
and the continual burnt-offering, and the meat- 
offering of it, and their drink-offerings. 
There were more facred folemmities in the feventh month 
than in any other month of the year; not only becanfe it had. 
been the jixf? month, till the deliverance of Ifrael out of Egypt,. 
which falling into the month Abib, that was thenceforth made 
the beginning. of the months in all ecclefiaftical computations ; but 
becaufe ftill it continued the fix/? month in the civil reckonings 
of the jubilees, and years of releafe ; and alfo becaufe it was 
the time of vacation between harveft and feednefs, when. they- 
had moft leifure to attend the fanétuary : Which intimates, that 
tho’ God will difpenfe with facrifices in confideration of works. 
of neceflity and mercy, yet the more leifure we have from the. 
prefling occafions of this life, the more time. we fhould fpend. 
in the immediate fervice of God. 
[1.] We have here the appointment of the facrifices that. 
were to be offered on the firft day of the month, the day of: 
blowing the trumpets ; which was as preparative for. the two. 
great folemnities-of holy mourning on the day of atonement,,. 
and holy joy in the feaft of tabernacles. The intention. of di- 
vine in{titutions is then well anfwered, when one religious fer- 
vice helps to fit us for another, and all for heaven. ‘I'he Blow 
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ing of the trumpets was appomted, Lev. xxii. 24.; here they 
are directed what facrifices to offer on that, day, of which there 


was not then any mention made. Note, Thofe who would know. 


_ the mind of God in’ the feripture, mitt compare one part’ of 
the fcripture with another, and put thofe parts together that 
have reference to the fame thing; for the latter difcoveries of 

divine light explain what was dark, and fupply what was de- 


feétive in the former, that the man of God may be perfect. The - 


facrifices then to be offered are particularly ordered here, ver.2, 
6. and care taken that thefe fhould not /uperfede the daily obla- 
tion, and that of the new moon. It is hereby‘intimated, that 
we muft not feek occafions to abate our zeal in God’s fervice, 
or be glad of an excufe, to omit a good duty, but rather re- 
joice in an opportunity of accumulating, and doing more than 
ordinary in religion. If we perform family-worfhip, we mutt 
not think that that will excufe us from our fecret devotions ; 
nor that the days we go to church, we need not. worfliip God 
_ lone, and with our families; but we fhould alqways abound in 
the work of the Lord. 

[2:] On the day of atonement. _ Befides all the fervices of 
that day which we had the inftitution of, Lev. xvi. and which 
one would think required trouble and charge enough, here are 
burni-offerings ordered to be offered, ver. 8,—10. For in our 
faith and repentance, thefe two great gofpel-graces which were 
fignified by that day’s performance, we muft have an eye to 
the glory and honour of God, which was purely intended in 
the burnt-offerings. There was likewife to be a id of the goats 
for a fin-offering, befide the great fin-offering of atonement, 
ver. 11.3 which intimates, that there ar€ fo many defects and 
amiffes, even in the exercifes and expreflions of our repentance, 
that we have need of an intereft-in a facrifice to expiate the 
guilt even of that part of our holy things. Though we mutt 
not repent that we have repented, yet we muft repent that we 
have not repented better. It likewife fpoke the imperfection of 
the legal facrifices, and their infufficiency to take away fin, 
that on the very day the fix-offering of atonement was offered, 
_yet there muft be another fin-offering. But what the law’ could 
not do, in that it was weak, that Chrift has done. 


12 F And on the fifteenth day of the feventh 
month, ye fhall have an holy convocation; ye 
fhall do no fervile work, and ye fhall keep a 
feaft unto the Lorp feven days. 13 And. ye 
fhall offer a burnt-offering, a facrifice made by 
fire, of a {weet favour unto the Lorp ;. thirteen 
young bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs 

- of the firft year, they fhall be without blemith: 
14 And their meat-offerings /ball be of flour 
“mingled with oil, three tenth-deals unto every’ 
bullock of the thirteen bullocks, two tenth- 
deals to each ram of the two rams, 
feveral tenth-deal to each lambtof the fourteen 
lambs: 16-And one kid. of the goats for afin- 
offering, befide the continual burnt-offering, his 
meat-offering, and his'drink-offering. 174 And 
on the fecond day ye /hal/ offer twelve young 


‘ 


' bullocks, two rams, fourteen lambs of the. firft 
_ year without fpot: 18 And their meat-offering, 


_ and their dring-offerings, for the bullocks, for 
the rams, and for the lambs, /ba/l be according 


ma to their number, after the manner: 19 And 
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one kid of the goats for a fin-offering, befide 
the continual burnt-offering, and the meat-of- 
fering thereof, and their drink-offerings. .20 
q And on the third day eleven bullocks, two 


-rams, fourteen lambs of the firft year without 


blemifh : 21 And their meat-offering, and their 
drink-offerings, for the bullocks, for the rams, 
and for the lambs, /ball be according to their 
number, after the manner: 22 And one goat 
for a fin-offering, befide the ‘continual. burnt- 
offering, and his meat-offering, and~his drink- 
offering. 23 4 And on the fourth day ten bul- 
locks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the firft 
year without blemifh: 24 Their meat-offering, 
and their drink-offerings, for the bullocks, for 
the rams, and for the lambs, /ball be according © 
to their number, after the manner: 25 And 
one kid of the goats for a fin-offering, befide the 
continual burnt-offering, his meat-offering, and: 
his drink-offering. 26 4 And on the fifth day 
nine bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of 
the firft-year without fpot: 27 And their meat- 
offering, and their drink-offerings, for the bul- 
locks, for the rams, and for the lambs, /ball be 
according to their number, after the manner : 
28 And one goat. for a fin-offering, betide the 
continual burnt-offering, and his meat-offering, 
and his drink-offering. 29 {And on the fixth day: 
eight bullocks, two rams, amd fourteen lambs 
of the firft year without blemifh: 30 And their 
meat-offering, and their drink-offerings, for the 
bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, /ball’ 
be according ‘to their number, after the man- 
ner: 31 And one goat for a fin-offering, befide. 
the continual burnt-offering, his meat-oftering, . 
and his drink-offering. 32 And on the fe-- 
venth day feven bullocks, two rams, and four- 
teen lambs of the firft year without blemith : 
33 And their meat-offering, and their drink- 
offerings, for the bullocks; for, the rams, and 
for the lambs, /ball be according to their, num- 
ber, after the manner: 34 And one goat for a: 
fin-offering,. befide the continual burnt-offer- 
ing, his: meat-offering, and his. drink-offering.- 
35°F On the eight day: ye fhall have a fo- 
lemn affembly:: ye fhall do-no fervile work 
therein.. 36 But ye {hall offer a burnt-offering, . 
a facrifice made by. fire, of a fweet favour unto : 


‘the Lorn; one bullock, one ram,,., {even Jambs 


of. the. firft year without. blemilh:: 37. Their 
meat-offering, and :their:drink-offerings, for the : 
bullock, for the:ram; and for: the lambs, /Aall 
be according to their number, after the manner: : 
38 And one goat for a fin-offering, befide the. 
continual. 
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continual burnt-offering, and his meat-offering, 
~and his drink-offering. 39 Thefe things ye fhall 
do unto the Lorp in’ your fet feafts, befides 
your vows, and your free-will-offerings, for your 
burnt-offerings, and for your meat-ofterings, and 
for your drink-offerings, and for your peace- 
| offerings. 40 And Mofes told the children of 

Ifrael, according to all that the Lorp command- 
ed Mofes. : ee 


Prefently after the day of atonement, that day for men to 
ajlié? their fouls, followed the feaft of tabernacles, in which 
‘they were to rejoice before the Lord; for they that fow im 
‘ears fhould foon reap in joy. To the former laws about this 
feat, which we'had, Lev. xxiii. 34, &c. here is added di- 
rections about the offerings made by fire, which they were to 
offer unto the Lord during the feven days of that feaft, Lev. xxiii. 
36. Obferve here, (1.) Their days of rejoicing were to be 
days of facrifices. A difpofition to.be chearful then doth us 


no harm, nor is any bad fymptom, when it: is fo far from dif 


fitting us for, that it encourageth and enlargeth our hearts in, 
“the duties of God’s immediate fervice. (2.) All the days of 
their dwelling in booths they muft offer facrifices. While we 
are here in a tabernacle ftate, it is our intereft, as Well as du- 
ty, conftantly to keep up our communion with God :. Nor will 
the unfettlednefs of our outward condition excufe us in our fe- 
gle&t of the duties of God’s worfhip. (3.) The facrifices 
for each of the feven days, though differing in nothing but 
the number of the bullocks, are feverally and _particular- 
ly appointed ; which yet is no vain repetition ; for God 
would thus teach them to be exaét in thofe obferyances, and 
to keep an eye of faith fixed upon the inftitution in every day's 
work. It likewife intimates, that the repetition of the fame 
feryices, if performed with an upright heart, and with a conti- 
nual fire of pious and devout affection, is no wearinefs to 
God ; and therefore we ought not to {nuff at it, or to fay, 
Behold, what a wearine/s is.itto us? (4.) The number of 
the bullocks (which were the moft coftly part of the facrifice) 
decreafed every day. , On the firft day of the feaft they were 
to offer thirteen, on the fecond day but twelve, one the third 
eleven, &c.; fo that on the feventh day they offered feven: 
And the laft day, though it was the great day of the feaft, and 
celebrated with a holy convocation, yet they were to offer but 
one bullock; and whereas on all the other days they offered 
two rams, and fourteen lambs, on this but one ram, and feven 
lambs. Such was the will of the Law-maker, and that is rea- 
fon enough for the law. Some fuggeft, that God herein con- 
fidered the infirmity of the flefh, which is apt’to grudge at the 
charge and expente of religions It is therefore ordered to grow 
lefs.and lefs, that they might not complain as if God had made 
them to ferve with an offeréng, Ma. xiii. 23. Or, it is hereby 
intimated to them, that the legal difpenfation fhould waw old, 
and vanifh away at laft; and the multitude of their facrifices 
fhould end in one great Sacrifice, infinitely more worthy than 
them all. It was om the laft day of this feafl, after all thefe fa- 
crifices had been offered, that our Lord Jefus food and cried 
to thofe who {till zhirfled after righteoufne/s, (being fenfible of 
the infufficiency of thefe facrifices to juitify them,) to come un- 
to him and drink, John vii. 37. (5.) The meat-offerings and 
dring-offerings. attended’ all the facrifices, according to ther 
number, after the manner. Be there ever fo much flefh, it is 
no feaft without bread and drink ; therefore thefe muft never 
be omitted at God’s altar, which was his table. We mutt 
not think that doing much in religion will be. accepted, if we 
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do not ‘do it-awel/, and after the manner that God hath ap- 
pointed. (6.) Every day there mult be a /n-offering offered, 
as we obferved in the other feafts. ‘Our -burnt-offerings of 
praife cannot be accepted of God, unlefs we have an intere{t 
in the great Sacrifice of propitiation, which. Chrift offered, when 
for us he made-himfelf a-fin-offering. (7-) Even when, all 
thefe facrifices were offered, yet the continual burnt-offering 
muft not be omitted, either morning or evening; but each day 
that mult be offered, firft in the morning, and laft in the even-. 


ing. No extraordinary feryices fhould juftle out our. {tated 


devotions. = es 
Lajft’y, Though all thefe facrifices were required to be of- 
fered by the body of the congregation, at the common charge, 


| yet befides thefe, particular. perfons were to glorify God with 


their vows and their free-will offerings, ver. 34. When God 
commanded that this they mu/f do, he left room for the gene- 
rofity of their devotion: a great deal.more they might do}; not 
inventing other worfhips, but abounding in thefe, as 2 Chron. 
XXX. 23, 24. Large dire@ions~ had been given in Leyi- 
ticus concerning the offerings of all forts that fhould be 
brought by particular perfons, according to the proyidences of 
Ged concerning them, and the graces of Godin them. ‘Though 
eyery Ifraelite had an intereft in thefe common facrifices, yet 
he muft not think that thefe will ferve inftead of his vows and 
his free-will-offerings.. ‘I'hus our minifters praying’ with us, and 
for us, will not.excufe us from praying for, ourfelves. 
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In this chapter we have a law concerning vows, which had 
becn mentioned in the clofe of the foregoing chapter. I. 
Here is a gereral rule laid down, that all vows miuft be 
carefully performed, ver. , 2. Ul. Some particular ex: 
ceptions to this rule. (1.) That the vows: of daughters 
Joould not be binding, unlefs allowed by the father, ver. 
3,—5. Nor, (2.) The vows of wives, unle/s allowed by 
the hufbands, ver. 6,—16- : 2 


A ND Mofes fpake unto the heads of the 

tribes, concerning the children of Ifrael, 
faying, This is the thing which the Lorp hath 
commanded. 2 If aman vow a vow unto the 
Lorp, or {wear an oath to bind his foul with a 
bond; he fhall not break his word, he fhall do 


-according to all that proceedeth out of his . 


mouth. 


This law was delivered. to the heads of the tribes, that- 


they might im/frwé thofe who were under their charge, explain 


_the law to them, give them neceflary cautions upon it, and call 


them to account, if there were occafion, for the breach of their 
vows. Perhaps the heads of the tribes had, upon {ome emer- 
gency of this kind, confulted Mofes, and defired by him to 
know the mind of God and here they ar€ told it. This is 
the thing avhich the Lord has commanded concerning vows, and 
it.is a command {till in force. y 

[r.] The cafe fuppofed is, that a perfon vows a vow unto 
the Lord, making God a party to the promife, and defighing 
his honour and glory in it. "The matter of the vow is fuppo- 
fed to be fomething /awful: No man can be by his own pro- 
mife bound #o that, which he is already by the divine precept 
bound from. Yet it is fuppofed to be fomething which. in fuch 
and fuch meafares and degrees was not a neceflary duty ante- 


cedent to the vow. A perfon'might vow to bring fuch and 


fuch facrifices at certain times; to give fuch a fum, or fach a 
proportion, in: alms ; to forbear fuch meats-and drinks which 
i ’ Cie clots the 
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the law allowed s t0 £80k and affia be foul, (which is inltanced 


 inm-ver. £3.) at other times befides the day of atonement. And - 

_ many the like fach vows might be made, either in an extraordi-. | 
mary heat of holy zeal, or in humiliation for fome fin commit. | 
ted, or for the prevention of fin, in purfait of fome mercy defi- | 
red; or in» gratitude fer fome, mercy received. 
ufe to make fuch vows as thefe, provided they be made in fin- | 
cerity, and with due caution. Vows (fay the Jewith do@tors) | 
He ‘that | 
vows, is here faid to Bind bis foul with a band. tis a vow | 
to God, who is a Spirit, and to him the foul with all its powers, | 
mult be obliged. A promife to.man is. the bond upon the e- | 
ftate, but a promife to God isa bond upon the foul. Our fa- 
cramental vows, by which we are bound to no more than what - 
‘was before our duty, and which neither father nor hufband can | 
‘difannul, are bonds upon the foul, and ‘by them we mutt feel _ 


are the hedge of feparation, i.e. a fence to religion, 


ourfelves bound out from all fin, and dound up to the whole will 
of God. Oar occafional vows concerning that which before. 


bonds upon the Joul Vikewile. 


(2.) The command given is, that thefe vows be con{cienti- 
oufly performed. He /ball not breake-his word, though after- 


wards he may change his mind, but he fhall do‘according to 


’ ‘what he has faid ; marg. He Jhall not profane his word. Vow- 


img is an ordinance ‘of God¥ if we vow in hypocrify, we:pro- 


fane that ‘ordinance: Tt is plainly determined, Better not vow, | 
Be not deceived, ‘God is not || * 


than vow anid not pay, Eccl. v. 6. 


wacked. Fis promifes to us are yea and ameny-\et not-ours‘to | 


him be yea and nay. 


3 Ifa woman alfo vow unto the Lorn, and | 
bind herfelf by a bond, being inher father’s | 
houfe in her youth; 4 And her father hear her}: 
vow, and. her bond wherewith fhe hath bound’! 
her foul, and her father. thall-hold his peace.at | 
her: then all her vows thall ftand, and every | 
bond wherewith fhe hath bound. her foul, ‘fhall | 
ftand: 5 But if her father-difallow her in the: | 
day that:he heareths, not any-of her vows.or of | 
her ‘bonds wherewith: fhe, hath bound her foul, | 
fpall ftand: and. the Lorp thall ‘forgive her, be- | 
‘6 And if fhe } 
“had at all an hufband when the vowed, or utter~ | 

ed ought out of her-lips,. wherewith fhe bound | 
her foul; 7 And-her hufband heard. zt, and held | 
his peace at her the day that he heard gz: | 
then her vows {hall ftand, and her bonds where- | 
8 But if ; 
her hufband -difallow :her. onthe day that he | 
heard ity then he fhall make her vow which | 
fhe vowed, and that which fhe uttered with ‘her | 
lips, wherewith fhe bound-her foul, of none ef- | 
feat: and the Lorn fhall forgive-her. 9 But e- - 
very vow of a widow,.and of-her that ts divor- - 
ced, wherewith they -have bound their fouls, . 
fhall ftand-againft:her. ro And. if. fhe vowed 
inher hufband’shoufe; -or bound her foul by a - 


eaufe her-father difallowed ‘her. 


with {he-bound her foul, fhall ftand. 


bond -with-an oath ; rz And her hufband heard 


_ it, and held his. peace at her, and difallowed her : 
not: then all her vows ‘fhall, ftand, and every 


rd 
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It is of great | 


bond wherewith fhe bound her foul, fi.all hand. 
12 But if her hufband hath utterly made them 
void on the day he heard them: then‘whatfoe- 
ver proceeded out of her lips concerning her. 
vows, or concerning the bond of her foul, hall 
not fiand: her hufband hath made.them void, 
and the Lorp fhall forgive her, 13 Every vow, 


and every binding oath to afili@ the foul, her . 
hufband may eftablifh it, or, her hutband may _ 


make it void. -14 But if her hufband altoge- 


ther hold his peace at her, from day to days . 


then he eftablitheth all her vows, or all her 
bonds which are upon, her: he confirmeth 


them becaule he held his peace at her, in_the- 
| day that he heard them.- 15.But if he {hall a- 
was in our own power, Aéts v. 4» when-they are made, are — 


ny ways.make them-.void after that he hath 


“heard ¢bem.then he fhall-bear her miguity. 


16 Vhele ane the ftatutes. which the Lorp coms 
amanded>Mofes between a man and ‘his. wife, 


between.the father and. his daughter bemg per 


in her youth in her fathex’s houle..’ 


found underftanding andmemory, whatever they vow that is 


| dawful and. pollible, they are bownd to perform it ;but ifthe. » 
perfon vowing ‘be under ‘the dominion and a thé difpofe of a- : 


. 


nother, the cafe is different: 
‘I'wo cafes much alike.are here put; and determined. 


fome ‘think, ‘probably enough; ‘that it extends to a fon likewife 


while he ‘is at ‘home-with his father, and.under tutors and go- - 


vernors.i« Whether .the-exception may thus be -ftretched 


‘cannot fay’; Non off diftinguendum ubi lex non diftinguit. "The ~ 
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It is here taken for granted, that all fach perfons as are at’ 
their own difpofe, (fui juris, as we Lay,) and are hikewife of 


fr.) The-cafe of /a daughter in her father’s houfe; and ¢ 


rule is general; Jf'aman vow;-he mult pay. But for a:daugh-* . . 


ter it is-exprefs, her-vow ‘is ambulatory, and in fufpence tilbher 
father énocs.it, and (it is fuppofed) sknows it from her; for 
wheh #t comes to his ‘knowledge, ft is in his power either to 
ratify or nullify it: But in favour of the vow, (1.) Even his 
Silence Shall fuffice to-ratify ‘it, ver..4. If he hold his peace, her 


vows foall fland. ‘Silenee gives confent ; Qui-tacit confentiri 


videtur. ‘Hereby he allows ‘his daughter the liberty fhe has 


-affumed ; and 4s ‘long. as ‘he faith nothing again{t her vow, fhe —— 


fhalt be bound by it. But, (2.) His prote/fation againtt it thail’ 
perfeatly difannul it; becaufe it is.poilible fuch vows may be 
‘prejudicial to the affairs of the family, break the father’s mea-: 


fures, ‘perplex the provifion made for his table, (if the vow re- 
lated to meats,) or Jeffen'the provifion made for his children, 


if the vow would be more expenfive than his eftate would bear ¢ 
However, it was certain it was an. infringement. of his authori- 
ty over his child; afd therefore if he difallow it, the is’ dif. - 
charged, and the Lord Jhall forgive her,1.e. She fhall not be 
charged with the guiltof violating her» vow; .fhe fhewed her 
good-will in-making the vow, .and if her intentions therein 
were fincere fhe fhall.be accepted’; and to obey her father fhall 


be accounted ‘Better than facrifice. "This fhews what a mighty’ - 


deference children’ owe ‘to their parents, and how much’ they 
ought to honour them, and be obedient tothem. It is for the 


 intereft of ‘the public, that the paternal authority be fupported ; 


for when children. are ‘countenanced: in their. difobedience to 
their parents, (as ‘they:were by the stradition of the elders, 


Mat. xv.-5,:6.) they foon'become in other things children of’ - 


Belial, 
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Belial. If this law be not to be extended to children’s marry- 
ing without their parents confent, fo far as to put it in‘ parents 
_power to null the marriage, and diffolve the obligation, (as fome 
thought it doth,) yet certainly it proves the finfulnefs of it, and 
obligeth the children, that have thus done foolifoly, to repent 
and humble themfelves before God and their parents. 

[2.] The cafe of a qwife is much the fame. As for a wo- 
man that is a widow, or- divorced, fhe has neither father nor 
hufband to controul her ; fo that whatever vows fhe Jinds her 
foul with, they fhall fand again/? her, ver. g. it is at her peril 
if fhe run back; but a wife, who has nothing that fhe can ftrict- 
ly call her own, but with her hufband’s allowance, without that 
cannot make any fuch vow. 

(1.) The law is plain in cafe of a wife that continues fo long 
after the vow. If berhufband allow her vow, though only by 
filence, it ftands, ver. 6, 7. If he difallow it, fince her obli- 
gation to that which fhe had vowed arofe purely from her own 
-adt, and not from any prior commarid of God, her obligation 
sto her hufband fhall take place of it; for to him the ought to 
‘be in fubjection, as unto the Lord: And now it is fo far from 
‘being her duty to-fulfil her vow, that it would be her fin to 
difobey her hufband, whofe confent perhaps fhe ought to have 
afked before {he made the vow ; therefore fhe needs forgive- 
inefs, ver. 8, ~ 

_ (2.) The law is the fame in cafe of a wife that -foon after 
becomes a widow, or is put away. Though if fhe return to 
‘her father’s houfe, fhe doth not therefore fo come again under 
hjs authority, as that he has power to difannul her vows, ver. 
-9. Yet if the vow were made while fhe was in the houfe of 
her hufband, and her hufband difallowed it, it was niade void, 


“and of none effect for ever, and fhe doth not-return under the © 


law of her vow, when fhe is loofed from the law of her huf- 
band. This feems to be the diftinét meaning of ver.,10,—1 3. 
«which otherwife would be but a repetition of ver. 6,7, 8. But 
jt is added, ver. 15. that if the hufband make void the vows 
-of his wife, he fhall dear her iniquity, 1. e. if the thing fhe had 
-vowed. were really good for the honour of God, and the pro- 
‘perity of her own foul, and the hufband difallow it out of co- 
-yetoufnefs, or for a humour, or to fhew his authority, though 
jhe be difcharged from*the obligation of her vow, yet he will 
“have a great deal to anfwer for. 
Now, here it is very obfervable, how. carefully the divine 
Jaw confults the good order of families, and preferves the pow- 
er of fuperior relations, and the duty and reverence of inferiors. 
It is fit every man fhould dear rule in his own houfe, and have 
his wife and children in fabjection with al/ gravity 3 and rather 
‘than this great rule fhould be broken, or any encouragement 
aiven to inferior relations to break thofe bonds afunder, God 
himfelf would quit his right, and ‘releafe the obligation, even 
of a folemn vow: So much doth religion {trengthen the ties 
-of all relations, and fecure the welfare of all focieties ; and in 


it the families of the earth are bleffed. 
CoH A=Ps “XXX et 


which it is prabable it was inferted. 
holy war, @ war with Midian. Here is, 1, A-divine com- 
mand for the war, ver. 1,2. Il. The undertaking of the 
rvar, ver. 3,6. UL. The glorious fucce/s of it, ver. 7,— 
12. IV. Their triumphant return from the war. (1+) The 
relpeS Mofes paid the foldiers, ver. 13. (2.) The rebuke he 
geve them for fparing the women, ver. 14,—18. (3.): The 
dirzEions ke gave them for the purifying of themfelves, and 
their effes, ver. 19,—24.: (4+) The diftribution of the fooil 
they had taken ; one half to the foldiers, the other to the con- 
gregation, and a tribute ta the Lord out of cach, Ver. 2 oo 


It is the hiftory of a 
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“who therefore were let alone. 


PAzs chapter belongs to the book-of the wars.of the Lord, into - 


Chap. RXXT, \ 


47. (5) The free-will-offering of ‘the. Gee vers 48>. 
ose 540 p { Dy a : : : 


| ee the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 


[4 2 Avenge the children of Hrael of the Mi- 
dianites: afterwards {halt thou be gathered un- 
to thy people. 3 And Mofes fpake unto the 
people, faying, Arm fome of yourfelves unto 
the war, and let them go againft the Midianites, 


and avenge the Lorp of Midian. 4 Of every 
tribe a hone throughout all the tribes of 
Ifrael, fhall ye fend to the war. 5 So there’ 


were delivered out of the thoufands of Hrael, a 
thoufand of every-tribe, twelve thoufand armed. 
for war. 6 And Mofes fent them to the war, 
a thoufand of every tribe, them and Phinehas 
the fon of Eleazar the prieft, to the war, with 
the holy inftruments, and the trumpets to blow, 
in his hand. - , 


Here, Fir, The Lord of hofts gives ofders to Mofes ta 


- make war upon the Midianites; and his commiffion no doube . 


juftified this war, though it will not ferve to juftify the like, 
without fuch commifion. The Midianites were the pofterity 
of Abraham by Keturah, Gen. xxv. 2. Some of them fettled 
fouth of Canaan, among whom Jethro lived, and they retained 
the worthip of the true God; but thefe were fettled ea/? of Ca- 
naan, and were fallen into idolatry ; neighbours to, and in 
confederacy with, the Moabites. Their land was-not de-— 
figned to be given to Ifrael, nor had Ifrael meddled with 
them, if they had not made themfelves obnoxious to their 
refentments, by fending their ill women among them, to draw 
them to whoredom and idolatry. This was the provocation, 
this was the quarrel: For this (faith God) avenge /- 
rael of the Midianites, ver. 2. (1.) God would have the 
Midianites chaftifed,.an inroad made upon that part of their 
country which lay next to the camp of Ifrael, and which was 
concerned in that mifchief, probably more than the Moabites, 
God will have us to reckon 
thofe our worft enemies that draw us to fin, and to avoid them; 
and fince every man is tempted when he is drawn afide of bis 
own lufts, and thofe ard the Midianites which enfnare us with 
their wiles, on them we fhould avenge ourfelves ; not only- 
make no league with them, but make war upon them, by living 
a life of mortification. God had taken vengeance on his own 
people for yielding to the Midianites temptations ; now the Mi- _ 
dianites. muft be reckoned with, that gave temptation ; for the 
deceived and the deceiver are his, (Job xii. 16.) both account- 
able to his tribunal; and though judgment begin at the houfe of 
God, it fhall not end there, 1 Pet.iv. 17. ‘There is a day co- 
ming when vengeance will be taken on’ thofe that have intro- 
duced errors and corruptions into the church, and the devil thet 


/ 
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his guietus: Hitherto his ufefulnefs mutt come, and no further; 
_ the wars of Canaan mutt be carried on by another hand. Note, 


God fometimes removes ufeful men, when we think they could | 


~ill be {pared ; but this ought to fatisfy us, that they are never 
removed, till they have done the work which was appointed 
ther, t ee tks ; 
 {2.} Mofes gives orders to the people to prepare for this 
expedition, wer. 3. He would not have the whole body of 
the camp to flir, but they mult arm fome of them/elves to the 


war, fuch as were either molt ft, or molt forward,and avenge | 
God faid, dvenge Lfrael ; Mofes faith, 
~ “Avenge the Lord; for the interefts of God and Ifrael are uni- 


‘the Lord of Midian. 


ted, and thé caufe of both is one and the fame. And if God, 


in what he doth, fhews himfelf jealous for the honour of Ifrael, . 


; fure Lrael, in what they do, ought to fhew themfelves jealous for 

| the glory of God. Then only. we can jultify the avenging of our- 
felyes, when it is the vengeance of the Lord that we engage in; 
nay, for this reafon we are forbidden to avenge ourfelves, be- 
caufe God has faid, Vengeance is mine; i will repay. 


~ [3.] A detachment is drawn out accordingly for this fer- . 


vice, a thoufand out of every tribe, twelve thoufand in all; a 
~ forall number in comparifon with what they could have fent, 
and, it is likely, {mall in comparifon with the number of the 
enemies they were fent againft. But God would teach them, 
that it is all one to him to fave by many, or by few, 1 Sam. 

xiv. 6. 
- [4-] Phinehas the fon of Eleazar, is fent along with them. 
It is ftrange no mention is made of Folin in this great action. 
| If he was general of thefe forces, why do we not find him lead- 
‘ ing them out? If he tarried at home, why do we not find him 
_._ meeting them with Mofes at their return? It is probable each 
tribe having a captain of its own thoufand, there was no general, 
but they proceeded in the order of their march through the 


-.» wildernefs, Judah firft, and the reft in their pofts, under the 
bs command, of their refpective captains, fpoken of ver. 48. But 
ae the war being a ho/y war, Phinehas was their common head ; 
B not to fupply the place of a general, but by the oracle of God 


cm to determine the refolves of their councils of war, in which the 
_- captains of thoufands would all acquiefce, and according to 
5 which they would aét in conjungtion. He therefore took with 
him the oly inflruments ox veffels, probably the breaft-plate of 
/ .. gudgment, by which Ged might be confulted in any emergency.- 
Though he was not yet the high prieft, yet he might-be dele- 
gated pro hac vice to bear the Urim and Thummim, as 1 Sam. 
xxiii. 6. And there was a particular reafon for fending Phi- 
nehas to prefide in this expedition; he had already fignalized 
himfelf for his zeal again{t the Midianites, and their curfed arts 

~ to enfnare Ifrael, when he flew Cozbi, a daughter of a chief 
‘ howfe in Midian, for her impudence in the matter of Peor, 
chap. xxv. 15. He that had fo weil ufed the {word of jultice 

: -apain{t a particular criminal, was beft qualified to guide the {word 
= _of war again{t the whole nation. 
few. things, I will make thee ruler over many things. 


- 4 And they warred againft the Midianites, as _ 


- . the Lorp commanded Mofes; and they flew 
. all. the males. 8 And. they flew the kings of 
Midian, befide the reft of them that were flain; 
4 namely, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, 
vand Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam alfo 

- the fon of Beor they flew with the fword. 9 


__ And the children of Ifrael took a// the women 

_ -. of Midian captives, and their little-ones,and took 
the fpoil of all their cattle, and all their flocks, 
OP aL Wag caadial hi . 
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Thou haft been faithful in a 


| and fettling there again. 
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and all their goods. ro And they burnt alf 
their cities wherein they dwelt, and all their 
goodly caftles, with fire. x1 And they took all 
the fpoil, and all the prey, both of men and of 
beafts. 12 And they brought the captives, and 
the prey, and the {poil, unto Mofes and Eleazar. 
the prieft, and unto the congregation of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, unto the camp at the plains of 
Moab, which are by Jordan near Jericho. 


Here is, Firf, The defcent which this little army of If- 
raelites made under the divine. commiflion, conduct, and com- 
mand, upon the country of Midian. hey warred againff the 
Midianites. It is very probable they firft publithed their ma- 
nifefto, fhewing the reafons of the war, and requiring them te 
give up the ringleaders of the mifchief to juftice ;° for fuch af- 
terwards was the law, Deut. xx. 10. and fuch the practice, 
Judg. xx. 13. But the Midianites jultifying what they had 
done, and ftanding by thofe that had done it, the Iraelites at- 
tacked them with fire and fword, and all-the pious fury whick 
their zeal for God and their people infpired them with. 

Secondly, The execution (the military execution) they did 
in this defcent. (1.) They /lew all the males, ver... i. e. all 
they met with as far as they went; they put them all to the 
fword, and gave no quarter. But that they.did not flay, aff 
the males of the nation is certain, for we find the Midianites a 
powerful and formidable enemy to Ifrael in the days of Gide- 
on; and that they were the Midianites of this country, for they - 
are reckoned with the children of the eafl, Judg. vi. 3.- (2.) 
They flew the kings of Midian, the fame that are called clders 
of Midian, chap. xxii. 4. and dukes of Sihon, Joth. xiii. 24. 
Five of thefe princes are here named, one of which is Zury 
probably the fame Zur whofe daughter Cozbi was, chap. xxv. 
15. .(3.) They flew Balaam. Many conjegtures there are 
what brought Balaam among the Midianites at this time ; it is 
probable the Midianites having intelligence of the march of this 
army of Ifraelites againft them, hired Balaam to come and af- 
fift them with his inchantments, that if he could not prevail te 
ad offenfively in their favours, by curfing the armies of Ifrael, 
yet he might a defenfively, by bleffing the country of Midian. 
Whatever was the occafion of his being there, God’s over-ru- 
ling providence brought him thither, and there his juft venge- 
ance found him. Had he himfelf believed what he faid of the 
happy {tate of Ifrael, he would not have herded himfelf thus 


- withthe enemies of Ifrael; but juftly doth he die the death of the 


wicked, though he pretended to defire that of the righteous, and 
go down flain to the pit with the uncircumeifed, who rebelled 
thus againft the convictions of his own confcience. The Mi- 


dianites wiles were Balaam’s projects, it was. therefore juft he 


fhould perifh with them, Hof iy. 5. Now was his folly made 
manifeft to all men, who foretold the fate of others, but fore- 
faw not his own. (4.) They took all the women and children 
captives, ver.9. (§.) They burnt their cities and goodly caftles, 
ver. 10. Not defigning to inhabit themfelves, (that country 
was out of their line), they thus prevented thofe who had made 
their efcape, from fheltering themfelves in their own country, 
Some underftand it of their idol- 
temples ; it was fit they fhould fhare in this vengeance. (6.) 
‘They plundered the country, and carried off all the cattle and 


valuable goods, and fo returned to the camp of Ifrael laden with 


a very rich booty, ver. 9, £1, 12, Thus (as when they came 
out of Egypt) they were enriched with the fpoils of their ene. 
mies, and furnifhed with ftocks for the good land inte which 
God, was bringing them. : 
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13 YF And Moles, and Eleazar'the prieft, and 
all the princes of the congregation, went forth 
‘to. meet them without the camp.. 14 And Mo- 
fes was wroth with the officers of the hoft, with 
the captains over thoufands, and captains over 
hundreds, which came from the battle. 15 And 
Mofes faid-unto them, Have ye faved all the 
women alive? 16 Behold, thefe caufed the 
children of Ifrael, through the counfel of Ba- 
Jaam, to commit trefpafs againft the Lorp in the 
matter of Peor, and there was a plague among 
the congregation of the Lorn. 17 Now there- 
fore kill every male among the little ones, and. 
kill every woman that hath known man by ly- 
‘ing with him. 18 But all the women-children 
that have not known a man by lying with him, 
keep alive for yourfelves. 19 And do ye abide 
without the camp feven days: whofoever hath 
killed any perfon, and whofoever hath touched 
any’ flain, purify both yourfelves and your cap- 
tives, on the third day, and on the feventh day. 
20 And purify all your raiment, and all that is 
made of {kins, and all work of goats hair, and 
all things made of wood. 219 And Eleazar the 
prieft faid unto the men of war which went to 
the battle, This is the ordinance of the law 
which the Lorp commanded Mofes: 22 Only 
_ the gold, and the filver, the brafs, the iron, the 
tin, and the lead, 23 Every thing that may 
abide the fire, ye fhall make it go through the 
fire, and it fhall be clean: neverthelefs, it fhall 
be purified with the water of feparation: and 
all that abideth not the fire, ye fhall make go 
through the water. 
- your clothes on the feventh day, and ye fhall 
be clean, and afterward ye fhall come into the 
camp. ith Gee 


- We have here the triumphant retura ‘of the army of Ifrael, 
from the war with Midian. And here, 

[1.] They were met with’ great refpeét, ver. 13. Mofes 
himfelf, notwithflandmg his age and gravity, walked out of the 
camp to congratulate their victory, and to grace the folemnity 
of their triumphs. Public fuccefles: fhould be publicly acknow- 
ledged, to the glory of God, and the encouragement of thofe 
that have jeoparded their lives in their country’s caufe. 


live. It is very likely Mofes had commanded them to kill the 
womens at leaft that was implied ia the general order, to a- 
vengé Ifrael of the: Midianites ; the execution having reference 
to that crime, their drawing them in to the worfhip of Peor, it 
was eafy to conclude that the women who were the principal 
‘criminals muft not be. fpared. What (faith Mofes) have ye 
faved all, the womén alive? ver. 15. 
holy indignation at the fight of them. \ The/e were they: that 
caufed the children of Ifrael to commit the ire[pafs 3 and there. 


fore, (12) It is juft they fhould die. The law in. cafe of whore- 
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| by the fword. 


24 And ye fhall wath. 


He was moved with a — 


death. God had put to death the adulterers of Ifrael by the — 
plague, and now it was fit the adulterefles of Midian, efpeci- 
ally finee they had been the tempters, fhould be put to death . 
(2.) It is dangerous to let them live ; they 
will be’ ftill tempting the Ifraelites to uncleannefs, and fo your 


' captives will be your conquerors,’ and a fecond time your de- _ 


ftroyers, Severe orders are therefore given, that all the grown 


- women fhould be flain in cold blood, and only the female chil- . 


dren {pared. ca 
[3.] They were obliged to purify themfelves,according to - 
the ceremony of the law, and to abide without the camp feven 
days, till their purification was accomplifhed. For, (1.) They 
had had their hands in blood, by which, though they had not 
contracted any moral guilt, the war being jult and lawful, yet 
they were brought under a ceremonial nncleannefs, which ren- 
dered them unfit to come near the tabernacle till they were pu- 
rified. “Thus God would preferve in their minds a dread and 
detettation of murder. . David muft not build the temple, be- 
caufe he had been a man of war, and had fhed blood, 1 Chron. 
Xxviil. 3. (2.) They could not but have touched dead bo- 
dies, by which they were polluted, and that required they fhould 
be purified with the water of feparasion, ver. 19) 205 24. 
[4.] They mutt likewife purify the fpoil they had taken ; — 
the captives, ver. 19. and all the goods, ver. 21,—23. what 
would bear the fire mult pa/s through the fire, and what would 
not, mult be wa/bed with water. ‘Thele things. had been ufed 


| by Midianites ; and-being now come into the poffeflion of H- 
| raelites, it was fit they fhould be fanétified to the fervice of that 


holy nation, and the honour of their Joly God. ‘To us now. 
every thing is fandtified by the word and prayer, if we are fanc- 
tified by the Spirit, who is compared both to fire and water. 
To the pure all things are pure. ; i 
25@ And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying,.- 
26 Take the fum of the prey that. was taken, 


| both of man and of beaft, thou, and Eleazar the- 


prieft, and the chief fathers of the congregation > 


| 24 And divide the prey into two parts; between . 


them that took the war upon them, who went : 
out to battle, and between all the congregation. 
28 And levy a tribute unto the Lorp of the- 


_ men of war, which went out to battle: one foul 


of five hundred, both of the perfons, and of the - 
beeves and of the afles, and of the theep. 29. 
Take it of their half, and give if unto Eleazar- 
the prieft, for an heave-offering of ‘the Lorn... 


30 And of the children of Ifrael’s half, thou 


fhalt take one portion of fifty, of the. perfons, . 
of the beeves, of the afles, and of the flocks, of 


_ all manner of beafts, and give them unto the - 
_ [2] They were feverely reproved for faving the women a- | 


Levites, which keep the charge of the taberna-. 
cle of the Lora. 31 And Mofes and Eleazar 


| the prieft did as the Lorn commanded. Mofes, 


32 And the booty, bezng the reft. of the prey — 


| which the men of war had caught,was fix hun- ~< 


dred thoufand and feventy. thoufand cand five 


thoufand theep, 33 And threefcore and twelve: 


thoufand beeves, 34 And threefcore and.one 
thoufand. afles, 35 And thirty and two.thou- 


dom was, The adulterer and adultere/s [ball furely be put to \ fand perfons in‘all, of women that had not 
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‘known man by lying with him. 36 And the 
half, which wa, the portion of them that went 
‘out to war, was in number three hundred thou- 
_ fand and. feyen and. thirty thoufand and five 
- hundred fheep; 37 And the Lorn’s tribute of 
the fheep was fix hundred and threefcore and 
fifteen. 38 And the beeves were thirty and 
- fix thoufand, of which the Lorn’s tribute was 
threefcore and twelve. 39 And the affes were 
thirty thoufand and five hundred, of which the 
Lorn’s tribute was threefcore and one. 4o And 
the perfons were fixteen thoufand, of which the 
Lorp’s tribute was thirty and two perfons. 41 
And Mofes gave the tribute which was the 
Lorn’s heave- offering, unto Eleazar the prieft, 
as the Lorp commanded Mofes. 42 And of 
the children of Ifrael’s half, which Mofes divi- 
ded from the men that warred, 43 (Now the 
half that pertained unto the congregation, was 
three hundred thoufand and thirty thoufand 
and {even thoufand and five hundred fheep, 
44 And thirty and fix thoufand beeves, 45 And 
thirty thoufand affes and five hundred, 46 And 
fixteen thoufand perfons;) 47 Even’ of the 
children of Ifrael’s half, Mofes took one portion 
of fifty, both of man and of beaft, and gave 
them unto the Levites, which kept the charge 
/of the tabernacle of the Lorp; as the Lorp 
commanded Mofes. 


We have here the diftribution of the foil which was taken 
in this expedition again{t Midian. God himfelf direéted how 
it fhould be done, and Mofes and Eleazar did according to the 
direétions. And thus unhappy contefts among themfelves were 
prevented, and the victory was made to turn to the common 
benefit. It was fit he that gave them the prey fhould order 
the difpofal of it; all we have is frony God, and therefore muft 
be fubject to his will. 

_[1.] The prey is ordered to be divided into two parts; one 
for the twelve thoufand men that undertook the war, the other 
for the congregation. The prey that was divided feems to 
have been Only the captives and ‘the cattle ; as for the plate,’ 
and jewels, and other goods, every man kept what he took, as 
* is intimated, ver. 50,53. ‘That only was diftributed which 
would be of ufe for the ftocking of that good land into which 
they were going. Now obferve, (1.) ‘Phat the one half of 

‘the prey was given to the whole congregation, Mofes allotting 
to each tribe its fhare, and then. leaving it to the heads of the 
tribes to divide their refpective fhares among themfelves, accord- 

The war was undertaken on the behalf 

of the whole, congregation: They-would all have been ready 
to go to the help of the Lord againft the mighty, if they had been 

_ fo ordered ; and they did help, it is likely, by their prayers ; 

and therefore God appoints, that they that tarried at home /hould 

- divide the fpoil, Pfal. Ixviii. 12. David in his time made it a 

ftatute and an ordinance for Ifrael, that as his partis that gocth 
down to the battle, fo foall his part be that tarrieth by the fluff, 

‘1 Sam. xxx. 24,25. Thofe that are employed in public 

trufts muft not think to benefit themfelves only by their toils 
and hazards, but muft aim at the advantage ot the community, 


NUMBER 


‘ven hundred and fifty fhekels. 


/-as to make them forget their duty to him.. 
+ addrefs to him, © 
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(2.) That yet ‘hg twelve thoufand that went-to the battle had 


eas much for their fhare as the whole congregation, which were 
. fifty times as many, had for theirs; fo that the paiticular. pers 


fons of the foldiery had a much better fhare than.any of their 


- brethren. that tarried at home; and good reafon they fhould. 


The greater pains we take, and the greater hazards we run, in 
the fervice of God and our generation, the greater will our re- 
compenfe be at laft; for God is not unrighteous to forget ue 
work and labour of Tape: 

[2.] God was to have a tribute out of it. As an ete 
ledgment of his fovereignty over them in general, and that he - 
was their King, to whom tribute was dues and particularly of 
his intereft in this war, and the gains of it, heaving given 
them their fuccefs ; and that the priefts, the Lord’s receivers, 
might have fomething added to the provifion made for their 
maintenance. Note, Whatever we have, God mutt have his 
due out of it. - And here, as before, the foldiers are favoured 
above the reft of the congregation ; for out of the peoples fhare 
God required one in fifty, but out of the foldiers fhare only 
one in five hundred; becaufe the people got theirs eafily, with- 
out any peril or fatigue. The lefs we have opportunity of ho- 
nouring God with our perfonal fervices, the more it is expect- 
ed we honour him with our fubftances The tribute out of 
the foldiers half was given to the prielts, ver. 29. that out of 
the peoples half was given to the Levites, ver. 30.5 for the 
priefts were'taken from among the Levites, as thofe foldiers 
from among the people, for fpecial fervice and ae! he 
their pay was accordingly. - 


48 4 And the officers whichwere over.thou- 
fands of the hoft, the captains of thoufands, and 
captains of. hundreds, came near unto Mofes > 
49 And they faid unto Mofes, ‘Thy fervants 
have taken the fum of the men of war which 
are under our charge, and there lacketh not | 
one:man of us. 50 We have therefore brought 
an oblation for the Lorn, what every man hath 
gotten, of jewels of gold, chains, and bracelets, 
rings, ear-rings, and tablets, to make an atone- 
ment for our fouls before the Lorp. 51 And 
Mofes and Eleazar the prieft took the gold of 
them, even all wrought jewels.. 52 And all the 
gold of the offering that they offered up to'the 
Lorp, of the captains of thoufands, and of the 
captains of hundreds, was fixteen thoufand fe- 
53 (For the 
men of war had taken fpoil, every man for him- 
felf.) 54 And Mofes and Eleazar -the prieft 
took thé gold of the captains of thoufands and 
of hundreds, and brought it into the tabernacle’ 
of the congregation, for a memorial for the chil- 
dren of Ifrael before the Lorn. % 


@ 


Here is a great example of piety and, devotion ‘in the officers 
of the army; the colonels, that are called captains.of thoufands, 
and the inferior officers, that were captains “of hundreds, they 


came to Mofes as their general and commander in chief; and. 


though he was now going off the ‘lage, very humbly and re- 
fpectfully addreffed themfelves to him, calling ‘themfelves hie 
Jervunts; the honours they had won did not puff them up, fo 
Obferve in their, 
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[1.] The pious notice they take of God’s wonderful good- 
nefs to them in this late expedition, in preferving not only 
their own lives, but the lives of all the men of war that they 
‘had under their charge; fo that upon the review of their mu- 
ftey-rol! it appeared there was not one mifling, ver. 49. ‘This 
was very extraordinary, and perhaps cannot be paralleled in 
any hiftory. So many thoufand lives jeoparded in the high 
- places of the field, and not one loft, either by the fword of the 
enemy, or by any difeafe or difafter. This was the Lord’s 
doing, and cannot but be marvellous in the eyes of thofe that 
confider how the lives of all men, efpecially foldiers, are con- 
tinually in their hands. 
thefe commanders had over their foldiers, and that their lives 
were very precious to them; that they looked upon it as a 
‘mercy to themfelves, that ‘none of thofé under their charge mif- 


carried: Of all that had been given them they had lof none. So | 
precious alfo is the blood of Chrift’s fubjects and foldiers unto ~ 


him, Pfal. Ixxi. 14. 
[[2.] The pious acknowledgment they make for this favour, 


ver. 50. Therefore we have'brought an oblation for the Lord. — 


The oblation they brought was out of that which every man 
had gotten, and it was gotten honeftly by a divine warrant. 
Thus every man fhould lay by, according as God hath profpered 
him, & Cor. xvi. 2.3 for where God. fows plentifully in the 
gifts of his bounty, he expeéts to reap accordingly in the fruits 
of our piety and charity. The tabernacle firft, and the temple 
afterwards, were beautified and enriched with the fpoils taken 
from the enemies of Ifrael; as by David, 2 Sam. viii. 11, 12. 
and his captains, 1 Chron. xxvi. 26. 27. We. fhould never 
take any thing to ourfelves in war or trade, which we cannot 
in faith confecrate a part of to God, who hates robbery for 
burnt-offerings ; but when God has remarkably preferved and 
fucceeded-us, he expects we fhould make fome particular re- 
turn of gratitude to him. 

(1.) As to this oblation, r. The captains offered it to make 
an atonement for their fouls, ver. 50. Inftead of coming to Mo- 
fes to demand of God recompenfe for the good fervice they 
had done in avenging the Lord of Midian, or to fet up the tro- 
phies of their victory for the immortalizing of their own names, 
they bring an oblation to make atonement for their fouls, being 
éon{cious to themfelves, as the beft-men muft be even in their 
belt fervices, that they had-been defective in their duty,’ ot 
only in that inftance for which they were reproved, ver. 14. 
bat in many others ; for there is not a juft man upon earth, that 
doeth good, and fins not. 2. Mofes accepted it, and laid it up 
in the tabernacle-as a memorial for the children of Ifrael, ver. 
$4.4. e. a monument of God’s goodnefs to them, that they 
might be encouraged to truft in him in their further wars; and 


a monument of their gratitude to God 3. (facrifices are faid to © 


be memorials,) that he being well pleafed with this thankful: 
acknowledgment of favours beltowed, might continue and re- 
‘peat his mercies to them. 


* 
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dn this chapter we have, 1. The humble requeft of the tribes of 


Reuben and Gad, for an inheritance on that fide Jordan, where 
dfrael now lay encamped, ver. 1,—5. 11. Mo/fes’ mifinter- 
preting of their requeft, ver. 6;—15. 11. Their explication 
of #, and fiating tt right, ver. 16,—19. IV. The grant of 
their petition, under the provifos and limitations which they 
themfelves propofed, Ver. 40;—42- 


m% JOW the children of Reuben and the chil- 
dren of Gad had a very great multitude 
of cattle; and when they faw the land of Jazer, 
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It is an evidence of the tendernefs _ 


fight of the Lorp was confumed. 


Chap. XXXI. 


and the land of Gilead, that, behold, the place 


was a place for cattle; 2 The children of Gad, 
and the children of Reuben, came and fpake 
unto Mofes, and to Eleazar the prieft, and unto 
the princes of the congregation, faying. 3 A- — 
taroth, and Dibon, and Jazer, and Nimrah, and — 

Hefhbon, and Elealeh, and Shebam, and Nebo, 
and Beon, 4 £ven the country which the Lorp 
fmote before the congregation of Ifrael, zs a land 
for cattle, and thy fervants have cattle. 5 
Wherefore, faid they, if we have found grace 
in thy fight, let this land be given unto thy fer- 
vants for a pofleffion, and bring us not over Jor- ~ 
dan. 69 And Mofes faid unto the children of 
Gad, and to the children of Reuben, Shall your 
brethren go to war, and fhall ye fit here? 7 
And wherefore difcourage ye the heart of the 
children of Hrael from going over into the land 
which the Lorp hath given them? 8 Thus did 
your fathers, when I fent them from Kadefh= 
barnea to fee the land. g For when they went 
up into the valley of Efhcol, and faw the land, 
they difcouraged the heart of the children of 
Ifrael, that they fhould not go into the land ~ 
which the Lorn had given them: yo And the 

Lorv’s anger was. kindled the fame time, and 
he fware, faying, 11 Surely none of the men 
that came up out of Egypt, from twenty years. 
old and upward, fhall fee the land which I {ware 
unto Abraham, unto Ifaac, and unto Jacob; 
becaufe they have not wholly followed me: 12 


| Save Caleb the fon of Jephunneh the Kenezite, 


and Jofhua the fon of Nun: for they have whol- 
ly followed the Lorp. 13 And the Lorn’s an- 
ger was kindled againft Ifrael, and he made: 


_ them wander in the wildernefs forty years, un- — 


til all the generation that had done evil in the 

14 And be- 
hold, ye are rifen up in your fathers ftead, an 
increafe of finful men, to augment yet the fierce: 
anger of the Lorp toward Hrael. 15 For if ye 
turn away from after him, he will yet again 
leave them in the wildernefs, and ye fhall de- 
{troy all this people. is ee 


Ifrael's tents were now pitched in the plains of Moab, where 
they continued many months, looking back upon tlre conquests: 
they had already made of the land of Sihon and Og, and look: 
ing forward to Canaan, which they hoped in a little time to 
make themfelves mafters of. While they made this ftand, and 


| Were at a paufe, this great affair of the difpofal of the conguefts. 


they had already made. was here concerted and fettled not by ~ 
apy particular order or appointment of God, but at the fpecial 


inftance and requeft of two of the tribes, which Mofes, after a 
: long, debate that arofe upon it, confented to. For even then 
when fo much was done by the extraordinary appearance of 


Divine 


he 
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Divine Providence, yet many things were Ieft to the cuhtae 


of human pruderice; for God, in governing both the world 


_ and the church, makes ufe of the reafons of men, and ferves 
his own purpofes by it. 


« Firft, Here is a motion made by the Reubenites and Gad- 


ites, that the land they had lately poffeffed themfelves of, and 
which in the fight of conqueft belonged to Ifrael in common, 
might be affigned to them in particular for their inheritance ; 
upon the general idea they had of the land of promife, they 
fuppofed this would be about their proportion, Reuben and 
Gad were encamped under the fame ftandard, and fo had the 
better opportunity of comparing notes, and agreeing this mat- 
_ ter between themfelves. In the firft verfe the children of Reu- 
_ ben are named firft, but afterwards the children of Gad are, 
¥or.25:25,° RT Either: becaufe the Gadites made the firft 
motion, and were moft forward for it, or becaufe they were the 
better fpokefmen, and had more of the art of management ; 
Reuben’s tribe ftill lying under Jacob’s fentence, he /hall not 
excel. Two things common in the world induced thefe tribes 
to make this choice, and this motion upon it, the /uf of the 
eyes and the pride of life, 1 Johnit. 16. (1.) The laf of the 
eye. ‘This land they coveted was not only beautiful for fitua- 
tion, and pleafant to the eye, but it was good for food, food for 
cattle ; and they had a great multitude of cattle, above the reft 
of the tribes, it is fuppofed, becaufe they brought more out of 


Egypt than the reft did: That was forty years before, and 


ftocks of cattle increafe and decreafe in lefs time than that; 
therefore I rather think they had been better hufbands of their 


cattle in the wildernefs, had attended them better, had taken 


more care of the breed, and not been fo profufe as their neigh- 
bours, in eating the Shbs\ out of the flock, and the calves out of 
themidft of the fall. Now they having thefe large {tocks, coveted 
land proportionable. Many {criptures fpeak of Bafhan and 
Gilead as places famous for cattle ; they had been fo already, 
_ and therefore thefe tribes hoped they would be fo to. them, and 
whatever comes of it, here they defire to take their lot.  Ju- 
dicious Calvin thinks there was much amifs in the principle 
they went upon, and that they confulted their own private con- 
venience more than the public good ; that they had not fuch 
regard to the honour and intereft of Lael, and the promife 
made to Abraham of the land of Canaan, (ftriatly fo called,) 
as they ought to have had. And ftill it is too true, that many 
feck their own things more than the things of Fefus Chri iff Phil. 
il, 21. and that many are influenced by their fecular intereft 
and advantage to take up fhort of the- heavenly Canaan. Their 
fpirits agree too well with this world, and with the things that 
are feen that are temporal 5 and they fay, J+ is good to be here, 
and fo lofe what is hereafter, for want of feeking it. Lot thus 
chofe by the fight of the eye, and {marted for his choice. 
Would we chufe our portion aright, we muft look above the 
things that are feen. (2.) Perhaps there was fomething of 
she pride of /ife in it. Reuben was the fir/fl-born of Mrael, but 
he had loft his birth-right ; divers of the tribes, and Judah 
efpecially, had topped him, fo that he could not expe the beft 
lot in Canaan ; and therefore to fave the fhadow of a birth- 
right when he had forfeited the fubftance, he here catches at 
the firft lot, though it was out of Canaan, and far off from the 
tabernacle. "Thus Efau fold his birth-right, and yet got to be. 
ferved firft with an inheritance in mount Seir. ‘The tribe of 
Gad defcended from the firft-born of Zilpak, and were like 
__ pretenders with the Reubenites ; and Manaffeh too was a firft- 
horn, but knew he muft be eclipfed by Ephraim his younger 
- brother, and therefore he alfo coveted to get precedency. 
Secondly, Mofes’ diflike of this motion, and the fevere res 
bake he gives to it, as a faithful prince and dip i 
Shes mutt be confelled, that, prima fasiz, the 
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thing looked ill, 
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efpecially the clofing ors of their petition, ver. §. Bring us 
not over Fordan. It {eemed to proceed from an ill principle : 
A contempt of the land of promife, which Mofes himfelf was 
fo defirous of a fight of: A diftruft of the power of God to 
difpoffefs the Canaanites ; as if a lot in a land they knew, and 
which was already conquered, was more defireable than a lot 
in a land they knew not, and which was yet to be conquered 5 
one bird in the hand is worth two in the bufh. There feem= 
ed to be covetoufnefs in it, for that which they infifted on 
was, that it was convenient for their cattle. It argued like- 
wife a negle& of their brethren, as if they cared not what be- 
came. of Ifrael, while they themfelves were well provided for. 
2. It might have been of ill confequence. The-people might 
have taken ill hints from it, and have fuggefted that they were 
few enough, when they had their whole number, to deal with 
the Canaanites, but how unequal would the match be if they 
fhould drop two tribes and a half, (above a fifth part of their 
{trength,) on this fide Jordan ? It ‘would likewife be an ill pre- 
cedent, if they muft have the land thus granted them as foon 
as it was conquered; other tribes might make the fame pree 
tenfions and claims, rand fo the regular difpofition of the land 
by lot would be aiiticipated. 

- Mofes:is therefore very warm vupon-them, which is to be 
imputed to his pious zeal again{t finy and not to any peeviih- 
nefs, the effect of old age ; for his mecknefs meats not, any 
more than his natural force. 

(1.) He thews them what he apprehended to be evil in this 
motion; that it would difcourage the heart of their brethren, 
ver. 6,7. What, faith he, with a holy indignation at their 
felfifhnels, Joall your brethren go to war, and expofe themfelves 
to all the hardfhips and hazards-of the field, and fhall ye fit 
here at your eafe?» No, do not’ miftake yourfelves ; you thall 
never be indulged by mre in this {loth and cowardice. It ilf 
becomes any of God’s Ifrael to fit down unconcerned in the. 
difficult and: perilous concernments of thei brethren, whether 
public or perfonal. 

(2.) He minds them of the fatal confequences of the un- 
belief and faint-heartednefs of their fathers when they were, as 
thefe here, juft ready to enter Canaan. He recites the ftory 
very particularly, ver. 8,13. hus did your fathers, whole 
punifhment fhould be a warning to you to take heed of finning 
after the fimilitude of their tranfgreflion. 

(3.) He gives them fair warning of the mifchief that would! 


be likely to follow upon this feparation they were about to’‘make 


from the camp: of Ifrael ; they would be in danger of bringing 


. wrath upon the whole congregation, and hurrying them ali back 
| again into the wildernefs, ver. 14,15. Ye are rifen: up in your 


fathers fread to defpife the pleafant land, and rejed it as they 


| dtd, when we hoped you were rifen up in their ftead to poffefs 


it: It was an encouragement to Mofes to fee what an increa/e 
of men they were, but a difcouragement to fee that they were 


| witha an increafé of finful men, treading in the fteps of their 


fathers impiety. It is fad to fee the rifing generations’ in fa~ 
milies and countries feldom better, and often wore, than that: 
which went before it: And what comes of it *.why, it aug- 
ments the fierce anger of the Lord ; not only contires that fire, 
but increafeth it, and fills the meafure often, til it overflow im 
a deluge of defolation. Note, If men did conftder, as they 


, ought, what would be in the end of fin, they would: . afraid: of 
- the beginnings of it.. 


16 F And they came near unto “him, and 


: faid, We will build fheep-folds here for our cat- 


tle, and cities for our little ones. 17 But.we 


, ourfelves will go ready armed before the chil- 


dren 
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. ‘dren of Ifrael, until we have brought them un- 
to their place: and our little ones fhall dwell 
in the fenced cities, becaufe of the inhabitants 
of the land. 18 We will not return unto our 


houfes, until the children of Ifrael have inheri-- 


ted every man his inheritance ; 19 For we will 
not inherit with them on yonder fide Jordan, 
or forward ; becaufe our inheritance is fallen to 
us on this fide Jordan eaftward. 20 4 And 
Mofes faid unto them, If ye will do this thing, 
if ye will go armed before the Lorp to war, 21 
And will go all of you armed over Jordan be- 
fore the Lorn, until he hath driven out his ene- 
mies before him, 22 And the land be fubdued 
before the Lorn: then afterward ye fhall re- 
turn, and be guiltlefs before the Lorn, and be- 
fore Ifrael ; and this land fhall be your, poflef- 
fion before the Lorp. (22 But if ye will not do 
fo, behold, ye have finned againft the Lorn: 
and be: fure your fin will find you out. 24 
- Build ye cities for your little ones; and folds for 
your fheep ; and do that which hath proceeded 
out of your mouth. 25 And the children of 
Gad, and the children of Reuben, fpake unto 
Mofes, faying, Thy fervants will do as my lord 
commandeth. 26 Our little ones, our wives, 
our flocks, and all our’cattle, fhall be there in 
the cities of Gilead: 27 But thy fervants will 
pafs over, every man armed for war, before the 
Lorp to battle, as my lord faith. 
We have here the accommodating of the matter between 
‘Mofes and the two tribes about their fettlement on this 
fide Jordan. Probably the petitioners withdrew, and. confi- 
dered with themfelves what anfwer they fhould return to-the 


fevere reproof Mofes had given them ; and after fome conful- 
tation they return with this propofal, That, their. men of war 


fhould. go and affift their brethren in the conqueft of \Canaan,. 


and they would leave their families and flocks behind them in 
this land: And thus they might have their requeft, and no 
harm done. : 

Now it is uncertain whether they defigned this at firft when 
they brought their petition, or no. (1.) If they did, it is an 
inftance how, often that which is honeftly meant. is unhappily 
mifinterpreted. Yet Mofes herein was excufable, for he had 
reafon to fufpe@ the worft by them; and the rebuke he gave 
them was from the abundance of his care to prevent fin, (2.) 
But if they did nof, it is an inftance of the good cffect of plain 
dealing ; Mofes by fhewing them their fin, and the danger. of 


it, brought them ‘to their duty without murmuring or difputing. - 


_ They object not that their brethren were enough to deal with 
the Canaanites without their help, efpeciallyfince they were 
fure of God’s fighting for them, but engage themfelves to ftand 
by them. 

Firft, Their propofal is very fair and generous, and fuch as 
inftead of difcouraging, would rather encourage their brethren. 
(1.) That their men af war, who were fit for fervice, would 
go ready armed before the children of Vrael into the land of 
Canaan; fo far would they be from deferting them, that if it 
were thought fit, they would lead them on, and be foremoft 
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trufting or defpifing the conqueft of Canaan, that they would 
afiift in it with the utmoft readinefs and refolution. (2.) That © 
they would leave their families and. cattle: behind them, who 
would have.been but’ the incumbrance of their camp, and fo 
they would be the more ferviceable.to their brethren, ver. 16. 


4 


/ (3.) That they would not return to their poffeffions till the 


conqueft of Canaan was compleated, ver. 18. their brethren 
fhould haye their beft help as long as they needed it. (q4.) 
That ‘yet they would not expect any fhare of the land that was 
yet to be conquered, ver.19. We will not defire to inherit, 
avith them ; nor, under colour of affifting them in the. wat, 
put in for a flare with them in the land: No, we will be con- 
tent with our inheritance on this fide Jordan, and there will 
be fo much the more,on yonder fide for them. - pi ees 
_ Secondly, Mofes thereupon grants their requeft, upon confis 
deration they would ftick to. their propofals. . (1.) He infifts 
much upon it, that they fhould never lay down their arms till 
their brethren laid down theirs. They promifed to go armed 
before the children of Ifrael, ver. 17.3 nay, faith Mofes, Ye 
fhall go armed before the Lord, yer. 20, 21. It is God’s caufe 
more than your brethren’s ; and to him you mu{t have an eye _ 
not to them only. Before the Lord, i.e. before the ark of the 


Lord, the token of his prefence, which it fhould feem they. 
carried about with them in the wars of Canaan, and immedi- 
ately before which thefe two tribes were pofted, as we find in 


the order of their march, Numb. ii. 10, 17, (2.) Upon this 
condition he grants them this land for their poflefhion, and tells 
them they fhould be guiltlefs before the Lord, and before Lfrael, 
ver. 22. they fhould have the Jand, and neither fin nor blame 
cleaving to it; neither fin Jefore God, nor blame before Lfraels 
and whatever poffeffions we have, it is defirable thus to come - 


guiltle/s to them. But, (3.) He warns them of the danger of 


breaking their word : If you fail, you. fin againf{ the Lord, 
(ver. 23.) and not againft your brethren only ; and be fure your 


Jin will find you-out, 1. e. God will certainly reckon with you 


for it, though you may make a light matter of it. Note, Sin 
will without. doubt find out the finner fooner or later. — It con- 


cerns us therefore to find our fins out, that we may repent of 


them, and forfake them, left our fins find us out to our ruin 
and confufion. ; DK ; 
Thirdly, They unanimoufly agree to the provifos and con- 
ditions of the grant, and do as it were give bond for perform. 
ance, by a folemn promife, ver. 25. Thy ferwants will.do as 
my Lord commanded. Their brethren had all contributed their 
afiftance to the conquett of this country which they defired for 
a poflefion, and therefore they owned themfelves obliged in 


their poffeflion. Having received kindnefs, we onght to re- 
turn it, though it was not fo conditioned when we received it. 
We may fuppofe this promife was underitood on both fides, fo 
as not to oblige all that were numbered of thefe tribes to go 


‘ over armed, but thofe only that were fitteft for the expedition, 


who would be moft ferviceable, while it was neceflary fome 
fhould be left to till the ground, and guard the country ; and. 
accordingly we find that about forty thoufand of the'two tribes: 
and a halt went over armed, Jofh. iv. 13. whereas their whole 
number was about an hundred thoufand. ee 


28 So concerning them Mofes commanded 


Eleazar the prieft} and Jofhua the fon of Nun, 
and the chief fathers of the tribes of the children — 


of Ifrael: 29 And Mofes faid unto them, If the’ 
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| in all dangerous enterprifes. So far were they from either dif. 


_ juftice to help them in the conqueft of that which was to be — ~ 


, 


children of Gad, and the children of Reuben, — 


will pats with you over Jordan, every man arm-_ 
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ed to battle beitne the Lon, and the land (hall 
be fubdued before you; then ye fhall give them 
the land of Gilead for a poffeffion : 


fhall have poffeffions among you in the land of 
Canaan. 31 Andthe children of Gad, and the 


_ children of Reuben, anfwered, faying, As the 


Ataroth, and Aroer, 


? 


of, and called them Havoth-jair. 


Lorp hath faid unto thy fervants, fo will we do. 
32 We will pafs over armed before the Lorp 


our inheritance on this fide Jordan may be ours. 

3 And Mofes gave unto them, even to the 
children of Gad, and to the children of Reuben, 
and unto half the tribe of Manaffeh the fon of 
Jofeph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the A- 
morites, and the kingdom of Og king of Bafhan, 
the land with the cities thereof, 
even the cities of the country round about. 34 
q And the children of Gad built Dibon, and 
35 And Atroth, Shophan, 
and Jaazer, and Toeiclial: 36 And Beth-nim- 
tah, and Beth-haran, fenced cities, and folds for 
theep. 37 And the children of Reuben built 
Hetfhbon, and Elealeh, and Kir jathaim, 38 And 


- Nebo, -.and Baal-meon, (their names being 


changed) and Shibmah : and gave other names 
unto the cities which they. builded. 39 And 


the children of Machir the fon of Manaffeh, 


went to Gilead, and took it, and difpoffefled 
the Amorite which was in it. 40 And Mofes 


__ gave Gilead unto Machir the fon of Manaiich ; 


and he dwelt therein. 41 And Jair the fon of 
Manaffeh went and took the {mall towns there- 
42 And No- 
bah went and took Kenath, and the villages 
thereof; and called it Nobath, after his own 


/ hame, i 


_ with you, compell the whole tribes to come over, and let them | 


Here, Firjt, Mofes ns this matter with Eleazar, and 


with Jofhua, who was to be. his fucceflor, ApOMNg that. he 


“himfelf mutt not live to fee it perfected, ver. 28, 29, 30. He 
gives them an effate upon condition, leaving it to Jofhua, if they 
fulfilled the condition, to declare the eftate abfolute. If ‘they 
will not go over with you, he doth not fay, you fhall give them 
no inheritance at all, but you fhall not give them ¢4is inheri- 
tance which they covet. If. their militia will not come over 


- take their lot with their brethren, and fare as they fare ; they 


JSoall have poffeffion in Canaan, aod \et them not,expect that 
the lot will favour them. Hereupon they repeat their promife 
to Nick- to their brethren, ver. 3 Ty 32. 

Secondly, Mofes fettled them in the land they se red. He 
‘sue it them for a poffe/fion, ver. 33- Here is the firft mention 
-of the half-fribe of Manaffeh coming in with them for a fhare. 


the land when it came to be apportioned proving to be too 
much. for them, this halftribe bad a lot amovg them, either 


;. at their requeft, or by divine diteétion, or becaule they had 


30 But if | 


| and wear it; 


- they will not. pals over with you armed, they |} for their courage and bravery, it was for the common, fafety to 


- of thefe ‘tribes here, obferve, ( 1.) 
| a. e. repaired them; becaufe i they had been damaged by 


inthe coatts, 


Succoth. 


_and pitched in Etham, which is in the ed 
Probably they had not joined with them in the petition ; bat .[ P 5S of 
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fignalized themfelves in the conqueft of this country; for the 


- children of Machir, a {tout and warlike family, had taken Gi- 


Let them win it, 
. And they being celebrated 


lead, and difpoffefed the Amorite, ver. 39. 
get it, and take 1 Ate 


put them in this frontier country. Concernitig the fettlement 


That they Rati the cities, 


the war,. or the Bais ites had fuffered them ‘to go to decay. 
(2.) That they changed the names of them, ver. 38. Either 


| to fhew their authority, that the change of the names might 
‘mto the land of Canaan, that the poffeffion of | 
r were idakitratuss+ ‘aid catried’ in them a refpe& to the dung-. 


fignify the change of their Owners 5 or’ becaufe...their names 


hill-deities that were there worfhipped.. Nebo dnd Baal: were 


names of their gods which they were forbidden to make men: 


tion of, Exod. xxii. 13. and which, by changing the names 
of thefe cities, they endeavoured to bary in oblivion: And 
God promifeth to take away the names of Baalim out i the 


_ mouths of lis people, Mof. ii. 17. 


Laflly, Tt is obfervable that thefe tribes, as they were now | 


. firft placed before the other tribes, fo long after they were dif- 
' placed before the other tribes. 
'. ried captive into Affyria fore years before the os ‘her’ tribes, 


We find that they were car- 


2 Kings xxix. Such a proportion doth providence SS lem 


' obferve in balancing profperity and ad; mire he ft the. one: 


over againft the other. 


Ci AUP. eI 

La this chapter-we have, \..A particular account of ‘the. 
remaves and encampments of the ehildren of. Ifrael, from - 
their efeape out of Hgypt to their entrance into Canaany 

| forty-two in all; with fome remarkable events that hap~ 
pened at fome of thofe places; ver. 1.49. . IL. A fire 
command given them to drive out all the inhabitants of 
the land of Canaan, which they were now going. to con 
guer and take poffefion of, ver. 59.—56.. So that the 
Sormer part of the chapter looks back upon their march 
through the wilderne/s, the latter Jooks forward to their 
ree in Ganaan. 


Hesz are the journeys of. the children of 
‘Tfrael, which went forth out of the land | 


of Egypt, “with their armies; under the hand of 


Mofes and Aaron. 2 And. Mofes wrote their 
goings out, according to their journeys,, by the 
commandment of the Lorn: and thele are their 
journeys, according totheir goings out. 3 And 
they departed from Ramelfes’in the fart month, 


onthe fifteenth day of the firft month: on the - 
_ morrow after the pafiover, the children of Ifrael 


went out with an high hand in the fight of all. 
the Egyptians. 4 (For the Egyptians. butied 


- all their. firft- see which the Lorp had fmitten 
- among them: 


upon their gods alfo the Lorp . 
executed judgments.) 5 And the children of 
Ifrael removed from Ramefes, and pitched in 
6 And they departed from Succoth, 


the wildernefs. 7 And they removed from E- 
tham, and turned again unto Pi-hahiroth, which 
is before Baal- zephon : and they pitched before 

Migdol. 
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Migdol. §% And they departed from before Pi- 
hahiroth, and paffed through the midft. of the 
fea, into the wildernefs, and went three days 
journey in the wildernefs of Etham, and pitch- 
ed in Marah. g And they removed from Ma- 
tah, and came unto Elim: and in Elim were 
twelve fountains of water, and threefcore and 
ten palm-trees; and they pitched there. 10 
And they removed from Elim, and encamped 
by the Red-fea. 12 And they removed from 
the Red-fea, and encamped in the wildernefs 
of Sin. 12 And they took their journey out of 
the wildernefs of Sin, and encamped in Doph- 
kah. 13 And they departed from Dophkah, 
and encamped in Alufh. 14 And they remo- 
ved from Alufh, and encamped at Rephidim, 
where was no water for the people to: drink. 
15 And they departed from Rephidim;, and 
pitched in the wildernefs of Sinai. 16 And they 
removed from the defart of Sinai, and pitched 
at Kibroth-hattaavah. 17 And they departed 
from Kibroth-hattaavah, and encamped at Ha- 
~zeroth. 18 And they departed from Hazeroth, 
and pitched in Rithmah. 19 And they de- 
parted from Rithmah, and pitched at Rimmon- 
parez. 20 And they departed from Rimmon- 
parez, and pitched in Libnah. 21 And they 


removed from Libnah, and pitched at Riflah. 


22 And they journeyed from Riffah, and pitch- 
ed in Kehelathah. 23 And they went from 
Kehelathah, and pitched in mount Shapher. 
24 And they removed from mount Shapher, 
and encamped in Haradah. 25 And they re- 
moved from Haradah, and pitched in Makhe- 
loth. 26 And they removed from Makheloth, 
and encamped at Tahath. 27 And they de- 
parted from Tahath, and pitched at Tarah. 
‘28 And they removed from Tarah, and pitch. 
ed in Mithcah. 29 And they went from Mith- 
cah, and pitched in Hafhmonah. 30 And they 
departed from Hafhmonah, and encamped at 
Moferoth. 31 And they departed from Mofe- 
roth, and pitched in Bene-jaakan. 32 And 
they removed from Bene-jaakan, and encamp- 
ed at Hor-hagidgad. 33 And they went from 
Hor-hagidgad, and pitched in Jotbathah. .34 
And. they removed from Jotbathah, and en- 
camped at Ebronah. 35 And they departed 
from Ebronah, and encamped at Ezion-gaber. 
36 And they removed from Ezion-gaber, and 
pitched in the wildernefs of ‘Zin, which is Ka- 
delb. 37 And they removed from Kadeth, 
and pitched in mount Hor, in the edge of the 
land of Edom. 38 And Aaron the prieft went 
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up into mount Hor, at the commandment of _ 
the Lorp, and died there, in the fortieth year, 
after the children of Ifrael were come out. of 
the land of Egypt, in the firft day of the fifth 
month. 39 And Aaron was an hundred and- 
twenty and three years old, when he died in. 
mount Hor. 40 And king Arad the Canaanite 
(which dwelt in the fouth, in the land of Ca- 
naan) heard of the coming of the children of 
Ifrael. 41 -And they departed from mount 
Hor, and pitched in Zalmonah. 42 And they 
departed from Zalmonah, and pitched in Pu- 
non. 43 And they departed from Punon, and 


| pitchedin Oboth. 44 And they departed from 


Oboth, and pitched in Tje-abarim, in the bor- 


_der of Moab. 45 And they departed from lim, 
~and pitched in Dibon-gad. 46 And they re- 


moved from Dibon-gad, and encamped in Al- 


/ mon-diblathaim. 47 And they removed from 


Almon-diblathaim, and pitched in the moun- 
tains of Abarim, before Nebo. 48 And they 
departed from the mountains of Abarim, and 
pitched in the plains of Moab, by Jordan near 
Jericho. 49 And they pitched by Jordan from 
Beth-jefimoth, even unto Abel-fhittim, in the 
plains of Moab. ayes 


This is a review, and brief rehearfal, of the travels of the 


“Children of Ifrael through the wildernefs : It was a memorable - 


hiftory, and well worthy to be thus abridged, and the abridge- ~ 
ment thus preferved, to the honour of God that /ed them, and 
for the encouragement of the generations that followed. Ob- 


| ferve here, 


Firft, How the account was kept, ver. 2. Mofes wrote their - 
goings out. When they began this tedious march, God or- 
dered him to keep a journal or diary, and to infert in it all the 


~ remarkable occurrences of their way, that it might be a fatis-- 


faction to himfelf in the review, arid an in{truction to others, 
when it fhould be publifhed. It may be of good ufe to private 
Chriftians, but efpecially for thofe in public {tations, to preferve 
in writing an account of the providences of God concerning 
them, the conftant feries of mercies they have experienced, e- 
{pecially thofe turns and changes’ which have made fome days 
of their lives more remarkable. Our memories are deceitful, 
and need this help, that we may remember all the way which 
the Lord our God has led us in this wildernefs, Deut. viii. 2 
Secondly, What the account itfelf was. It began with their 
departure out of Egypt, continued with their march through the 
cutlderne/s, and ended in the plains of Moab, where they now 
lay encamped. ee ae 
(1.) Some things are obferved here concerning their depar- 
ture out of Egypt, which they are minded of upon all oecafions, 
as a werk of wonder never to be forgotten. 1/7, That they 
went forth with their armies, ver. 1. rank and file, as an ate 
my with banners. 2dly, Under the hand of Mofes and Aaron, 
their guides, overfeers, and rulers under God. 3dly, With a 


_ high hand, becaufe God’s hand was bigh that wrought for 
_them, and in che fight of all the Egyptians, ver. 3. They did 


not {teal away clandeftinely, (Ia. lid, 12.) but in defiance of 
their enemies, to whom God had made them fuch a burdenfome 
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-  direétion of the pillar of cloud and fire. 


- but God fet them a-burying of their own firft-born. 


before the ark, fo that they could not confult them about this 


ed us, and fed us, and kept us, all our days hitherto. Shittim, 


_ and to the more.ye fhall give the more inherit- 
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4thly, They went forth while the Egyptians. were durying,. or 
at Jea{t preparing to bury, their firft-born, ver. 4. ‘Uhey had 
amind good enough (or ill enough rather) {till to have de- 
tained the Ifraelites their prifoners, but God found them other 
work todo. ‘They would have God’s firft-born buried alive, 
thly, 
To all the plagues of Egypt is added here, that on Vhein gents 
alfo the Lord executed judgments. ‘Vheir idols which they wor- 
fhipped, it is probable, were broken down, as Dagon afterwards 


great affair. ‘To this perhaps there is reference, Ifa. xix. 1. 
The idols of Egypt fhall be moved at his prefence. 

(2-) Concerning their travels towards Canaan, obferve, 1/, 
They were ‘continually upon the remove. When they had 
pitched a little while in one place, they departed from that to a- 
nother. Such is our ftate in this world: we have here no con- 
tinuing city. 2dly, Mott of their way lay through a wilderne/s, 


uninhabited, untracked, unfurnifhed even with the neceflaries ~ 


of human life, which magnifies the wifdom and power of God, 
by whofe wonderful conduét and bounty the thoufands of If 
rael not only fubfifted for forty years in that defolate place, but 


‘came out at leaft as numerous ‘and vigorous as they went in. . 


At firlt they pitched in the edge of the wilderne/s, ver. 6. but 
afterwards in the heart of it: By leffer difficulties God pre- 
pares his people for greater. 7 
“of Etham, ver. 8. of Sin, ver. 11. of Sinai, ver. t5.,° Our re- 
moves in this world are but’ from one wildernefs to another. 
3dl; , That they were led to and fro, forward and backward, as 
in a maze or labyrinth, and yet were all the while under the 
| f He led them about, 
Deut. xxxii. 10. and yet led them the right way, Pfal. cvii. 7. 
The way God takes in bringing his people to himfelf is always 
the def way, though it doth not always feem to us the next 
way. qthly, Some events are mentioned in this journal, as 
their want of water at Rephidim, ver. 1q. the death of Aaron, 
ver. 38, 39. the infult of Arad, ver. 4o.; and the very name 
Of Kibroth-hattaavah, the grave of lufters, ver. 16. has a {tory 
depending upon it. “Thus we ought to keep in mind the pro- 
vidences of God concerning us and our families, us and our 
land, and the many inftances of that divine care which hath 


the place where the people finned in the matter of Peor, chap. 
“xxv. 1. is hgre‘called Abel-Shittim, “Abel fignifies mourning, 
(as Gen. 1. 11.) and probably this place was fo called from 
the mourning of the good people of Ifrael for that fin, and 
God’s wrath againft them for it. It was fo great a mourning 
that it. gave a namie to the place. 


* 50 q And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, in 
the plains of Moab, by Jordan zear Jericho, 
faying, 51 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, 


and fay unto them, When ye are paffed over | 


Jordan, into the land of Canaan; 52 Then ye 


fhall drive out all the inhabitants of the land’ 
from before you, and deftroy all their pictures, | 
and deftroy all their molten images, and quite 


pluck down all their high places. 53 And ye 


~ fhall difpoffefs the inhabitants of the land, and | 
~dwell therein: for I have given you the land to 


poffefs it. 54 And ye fhall divide the land by 
lot, for an inheritance among your families ; 


Vor L 
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og Alone, that they neither cduld, nor would, nor durft oppofe them. 


- the tribes of your fathers, ye fhall inherit. 


We find them in the wildernefs 
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- ance, and to the fewer ye fhall give the lefs in- 


heritance: every man’s ineritance fhall be in 
the place where his lot falleth; according to 
55 
But if ye will not drive out the inhabitants of 
the land from before you; then it fhall come 
to pafs, that thofe which ye let remain of them, 


_foali be pricks in your eyes, and thorns in your 
~fides, and fhall vex you in the land wherein ye 


dwell. 56 Moreover, it fhall come to pafs, that 
I fhall do unto you, as I thought to do unto 
them. 


When the children of Ifrael were in the wildernefs, their to-° 
tal feparation from all other people kept them out of the way 
of temptation to idolatry ; and perhaps that was one thing in- 
tended in their long confinement in the wildernefs, that hereby 


' the idols of Egypt might be forgotten, and the people aired (as 


it were) and purified from that infection, and the generation 
that entered Canaan might be fuch as never Anew thofe depths 


of Satan. But now they were to pa/s over Sordan, they were 


entering again into that temptation ; and therefore, - are 

['t.]. They are here ftridtly charged utterly to deftroy all 
the remhants of idolatry. They muft not only drive out the inha- 
bitants of the land, that they might poffefs their county, but they 
mutt deface all their idolatrous pi@wres and images, and pull down 
all their high places, ver.52. Vhey muftnot preferve any of them, 
No, not as monuments of antiquity, to gratify the curious, or as 
ornaments of their houfes, or toys for their children to play 


’ with, but they muft deftroy all; both in token of their abhor- 


rence and deteftation of idolatry, and to prevent, their being 
tempted either to worfhip thofe images, and. the falfe gods re- 
prefented by them, or to worfhip the God of Ifrael by fuch 
images or reprefentations. ie 
[2.] They are aflured, that if they did fo, God would, by 
degrees, put them in full poffeffion of the land of promife, ver. 
53, 54. If they would keep themfelves pure fromthe idols 
of Canaan, God would enrich them with the wealth of Ca- 
naan.. Learn not their way, and then fear not their power. 
[3-] They are threatened, that if they fpared either the i- 
dols, or the idolaters, they fhould be beaten with their own rod, 
and their fin would certainly be their punifhment.. (1.) They 
weuld folter-fnakes in their’own bofoms, ver. 55. The rem- 
nant of the Canaanites, if they made any league with them, 
thongh it were but a ceflation of arms, would be pricks in their 
eyes, and thorns in their fides, i. e. hey would be, upon all 
occafions, vexatious to them, infulting them, robbing them, and 
to the utmoft of their power making mifchief among them. We 


“expect trouble and affliction from that, whatever it is, which 


we finfully indulge: That which we are willing fhould tempt 
us, we fhall find will vex us. (2.) The righteous God weuld 
turn that wheel upon the Ifraelites, which was to have crufhed 
the Canaanites, ver. 56. I fhall do unto you, as I thought to do 
unto them. It was intended that the Canaanites fhould be dif- 
poffefled; but if the Ifraelites fell in with them, and learned 
their way, they fhould be difpoffeffed ; for God’s difpleafure 
would jultly be greater againft them than the Canaanites them- 
felyes. Let us hear this and fear. If we do not drive fia 
out, fin will drive us out; if we be not the death of our Jufts, 
our lufts will be the death of our fouls. 


COHVASBS ) XEXKIW. 
In this chapter, God direds Mofes, and he is to dire® Ifrael, 
I, Concerning the bounds and borders of the land of Canaan, 
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vers Iy—15. IL. Concerning the divifion and diftribution of 
it to the tribes of Ifrael, ver. 10,—24. 
A ND the Lorp fpake unto -Mofes, faying, 
f-\ 2Command the children of Ifrael, and fay 
unto them, When ye come into the land of 
Canaan, (this zs the land that fhall fall unto 
you for an inheritance, even the land of Ca- 
naan with the coafts thereof;) 3 Then your 
fouth-quarter fhall be from the wildernefs of 
Zin, along by the coaft of Edom; and your 
fouth-border fhall be the utmoft coaft of the 
falt-fea eaftward. 4 And your border {hall 
turn from the fouth to the afcent of Akrabbim, 
and pafs on to Zin: and the going forth there- 
of fhall be from the fouth to Kadefh-barnea, 
and fhall go on to Hazar-addar, and pafs on to 
Azmon. ‘5 And the border fhall fetch a com- 
pafs from Azmon unto the river of Egypt, and 
the goings out of it fhall be at the fea. 6 And 
as for the weftern border, you fhall even have 
the great fea for a border: this fhall be your 
weft border. 7 And this fhall be your north- 
border; from the great fea, you fhall point out 
for you mount Hor. 8 From mount Hor ye 
fhall point out your border unto the entrance 
of Hamath: and the goings forth of the border 
fhall be to Zedad. g And the border fhall 
go on to Ziphron, and the goings out of it fhall 
be at Hazar-enan: this fhall be your north- 
border. 10 And ye fhall point out your eaft- 
border from Hazar-enan to Shepham. 11 And 
the coatt fhall go down from Shepham to Rib- 
lah, on the eaft-fide of Ain; and the border 
fhall defcend, and fhall reach unto the fide of 
the fea of Chinnereth eaftward.. 12 And the 
border fhall go down to Jordan, and the goings 
out of it fhall be at the falt-fea: This fhall be 
your land with the coafts thereof round about. 
13 And Mofes commanded the children of If- 
rael, faying, This zs the land which ye thall in- 
herit by lot, which the Lorp commanded to 
give unto the nine tribes, and to the half-tribe: 
14 For the tribe of the children of Reuben, ac- 
_ cording to the houfe of their fathers, and the 
tribe of the children of Gad, according to the 
houfe of their fathers, have received their inhe- 
ritance, and half the. tribe of Manafleh have 
received their inheritance. 15 The two tribes 
and the half-tribe have received their inherit- 
ance on this fide Jordan near Jericho, eaftward, 
toward the fun-rifing. 
We have here a particular draught of the line by which the 


land of Canaan was meted and bounded on all fides. God 
direcis Mofes to fettle it here; not as a geographer in. his map, 
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only to pleafe the curious, but as a price in his grant, that it 
may be certainly known what paffeth ands conveyed by the 
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grant. There was a much larger poffeflion promifed them, _ 


which in due time they fhould be poffeffed of, if they had 
been obedient, reaching even to the river Euphrates, Deut. 
xi. 24.3 and even fo far the dominions of Ifrael did extend in 
David’s time and Solomon’s, 2 Chron. ix. 26. But this 


here defcribed is Canaan only, which was the lot of the aime | 


tribes and a half, for the other two and a half were already 
fettled, ver. 15, 16. Now, concerning the limits of Canaan, 
obferve, 

Firft, That it was limited within certain bounds ; for God 
appointeth the bounds of our habitation, Ads xvii. 26. The 
borders are fet them, (1.) ‘[hat they might know whom they 
were to dipoffe/s, and how far their commiflion extended, 
which was given them, chap. xxxiil. 53. that they fhould 
drive out the inhabitants. 'Vhofe that lay within thefe bor- 
ders, and thofe only, they muft deftroy ; hitherto their bloody 
fword mult go and no farther, (2.) That they might know, 
what to expect the poffeffion of themfelves. God would not 
have his people to enlarge their defire of worldly poflefions, but 
to know when they have enough, and to reft fatisfied with it. 
The Ifraelites themfelves muft not be placed alone in the midjd 
of the"earth, but muft leave room for their neighbours to live. 
by them. God fets bounds to our lot ; let us then fet bounds 
to our defires, and bring our mind to our condition. 

Secondly, That it lay (comparatively) in a very little com- 
pafs. As it is here bounded, it is reckoned to be but about 
one hundred and fixty miles in length, and about fifty in 
breadth ; perhaps it did not contain pa't half as much ground 
as England ; and yet this is the country which was promifed 
to the father of the faithful, and was the poffeflion of the feed 
of Ifrael. This was that little {pot of ground in which only, 
for many ages, God was known, and his name was great, Pfal. 
Ixxvi. 1. This was the vineyard of the Lord, the garden in- 
clofed ; but as it is with gardens and vineyards, the narrownefs - 
of the extent was abundantly made up by the extraordinary 
fruitfulnefs of the foil, otherwife it could not have fubfifted fo 
numerous a nation as did inhabit it. See here then, (1.) 
How little a part of the world God hath for himfelf. Though. 
the earth is bis, and the fulne/s thereof, yet few have the know- 
ledge of him, and ferve him; but thofe few are happy, very 
happy, becaufe fruitful to God. (2.) How little a fhare of 
the world God often gives to his own people. ‘They that 


have their portion in heaven, have reafon to be content with. 


a {mall pittance of this earth ; but as here, what is wanting in 


quantity is made up in quality; @ hetle that a righteous man has, - 


having it from the love of God, and with his bleffing, is far 
better and more comfortable than the riches 
Pfal. xxxvit. 16, 


[3.]} It is obfervable what the bounds and limits of it were. _ 


(i.) Canaan was itfelf a pleafant land, {0 it is called, Dan. 
vill. g. and yet it butted upon wilderneffes and feas, and was 
furrounded with divers melancholy profpeéts. Thus the vine- 
yard of the church is compaffed on all hands with the defart 
of this world, which ferves as a foil to it, to make it appear 
the more beautiful for fitwation. 
were its defences, and natural fortifications, to render the ac- 


of many wicked, 


(2.): Many of its. borders — 


cefles of its enemies the more difficult ; to intimate to them, . 


that the God of nature was their prote€tor, and with his fa- 


vour would compa/s them as with a fhield. (3.) The border 


- xeached to the river of Egypt, ver. 5, that the fight. of that 
country, which they could look into out of their own, might. : 
mind theni of their bondage there, and their wonderful deli«. } 


verance thence. (4.) Their border is here made to begin. at 


the /alt-/ea, ver. 3. and there it-ends, ver. 12. ‘That was the: 
remaining. 


y 
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~ remaining lafting- monument of the deftrugtion of Sodom and 
Gomorrah: That pleafant fruitful vale in which thefe cities 
ftood became a Jake, which was never ftirred by any wind, 
bore no veflels, was replenifhed witl no fith, no living creature 
of any fort being found in it, therefore called the Dead-fea. 
This was part of their border, that it might be a conftant 
warning to them to take heed of thofe fins which had been 
the ruin of Sodom: Yet the iniquity of Sodom was afterwards 
found in Ifrael, Ezek. xvi. 49. for which Canaan was made, 
though not a falt-fea, as Sodom, yet a barren foil, and conti- 
nues fo to this day. (5.) Their weftern border was the great 
fea, (ver. 6.) which is now called the Afediterranean. Some 
make that fea itfelf to be a part of their poffeflion, and that 
by virtue of this grant they had the dominion of it; and if 
they had not forfeited it by fin, might have rod mafters of it. 
16 4 And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, fay- 
ing, 17 Thefe are the names of the men 
which fhall divide the land unto you: Elea- 
zar the prieft, and Jofhua the fon of Nun. 18 
_And ye fhall take one prince of every tribe, to 
‘divide the land by inheritance. 
names of the men are thefe: Of the tribe of 
- Judah, Caleb the fon of Jephunneh. 20 And 
__of the tribe of the children of Simeon, Shemuel 
the fon of Ammihud. 21 Of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, Elidad the fon of Chiflon. 22 And the 
_ prince of the tribe of the children of Dan, 
_- Bukki the fon of Jogli. 23 The prince of the 
_ children of Jofeph, for the tribe of the children 
_ of Manaffeh, Hanniel the fon of Ephod. 24 
And the prince of the tribe of the children of 
Ephraim, Kemuel the fon of Shiphtan. 25 
- And the prince of the tribe of the children of 
: Zebulun, Elizaphan the fon of Parnach. 26 


_ And the prince of the tribe of the children of 
__ Hflachar, Paltiel the fon of Azzan. 27 And the 
hb prince of the tribe of the children of Ather, 
_ Ahihud the fon of Shelomi. 28 And the prince 
of the tribe of the children of Naphtali, Peda- 
hel the fon of Ammihud. 29 Thefe are they 
whom the Lorp commanded to divide the in- 
heritance unto the children of Hrael in the land 
of Canaan. 


f 


God here appoints commifioners for the dividing of the 
tand to them. ‘The conqueft of it is taken for granted, though 
as yet there was never a ftroke ftruck towards it. Here is no 

-nomination of the generals and commanders in chief that 
_ fhould carry on the war; for they were to get the land in 
poffeflion, not by their own fword or bow, but by the power 
and favour of God; and fo confident muft they be of vietory 
and fuccefs while God fought for them, that the perfons mult 
~ now be named who fhould be intrufted with the dividing of 
; the land, 7. e. who fhould prefide in cafting the lots, and de- 
* termine controverfies that might arife, and fee that all was 
done fairly. 
(1.) The principal commiffioners, who were of the quorum, 
4 were Eleazar and Jofhua, ver. 17.; typifying Chrift, who as 
__ Prieft and King divides the heavenly Canaan to the fpiritual 
_ Ifrael: Yet as they were to go by the lot, fo Chrift acknow- 
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ledgeth the difpofal muft be by the will of the Father, Matt. 
xx. 23. Compare Eph. i. 11. 

(2.) Befides thefe, that there might be no fafpicion of par- 
tiality, a prince of each tribe was appointed to infpeét this mat- 
ter, and to fee that the tribe he ferved for was no ‘way inju- 
red. Public affairs fhould be fo managed, as not only to give 


| right to all, but, if pofhible, to give fatisfadtion to all, that they 
| have right done them. 
| princes of their people meet together, fome out of every tribe, 


It is a happinefs to a land to have the 


to concert the affairs that are of common concern’; a confli- 
tution which is the abundant honour, eafe, and fafety of the 
nation that is bleffed with it. 

Some obferve, that the order of the tribes here very much 
differs from that in which they had hitherto upon all occafions 
been named, and agrees with the neighbourhood of their lots 
in the divifion of the land. Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin, 
the three firft here named, lay clofe together ; the inheritance 
of Dan lay next them on one fide, and that of Ephraim and 
Manaffeh on another fide ; Zebulun and Iffachar lay a-breaft 
more northerly: And laftly, Afher and Naphtali moft north- 
ward of all; as is eafy to obferve in looking over a map of 


| Canaan: This (faith Bifhop Patrick) is an evidence that Mo- 


fes was guided by a divine Spirit in his writings. Known un- 
to God are all his works beforehand; and what is new and 
furprifing to us he perfectly forefaw, without any confufion or 
uncertainty. 


CHAP. XXXV. 

Orders having been given before for the dividing of the land 
of Canaan among the lay-tribes, (as I may call them,) 
care is here taken for a competent provifion for the clergy; 
the iribe of Levi, which miniflered in holy things. 1. 
Forty-eight cities were to be affigned them, with ther fu= — 
burbs, fome in every tribe, ver. ¥.—g. II. Siw cities out 
of thofe were to be for cities of refuge, for any man that 
killed another at unawares, ver. 9;—15. In the law cons 
cerning thefe, obferve, (1.) In what cafes fan&uary was 
not allowed: not in cafe of wilful murder, yer. 16,—21, 
(2.) In what cafes it was allowed, ver. 20,—24. (3.) 
What was the law concerning thofe that took fhelter in 


thefe cities of refuge, Vers 25;—-34. 

ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes in the 
/-% plains of Moab, by Jordan near Jericho, 
faying, 2 Command the children of Ifrael, that 
they give unto the Levites of the inheritance 
of their poffeffion, cities to dwell in: and ye 
fhall give a//o unto the Levites fuburbs for the 
cities round about them. 3 And the cities 
fhall they have to dwell in; and the fuburbs 
of them fhall be for their cattle, and for their 
goods, and for all their beafts. 4 And the fu- : 
burbs of the cities which ye fhall give unto the 
Levites, /ball reach from the wall of the city 
and outward, a thoufand cubits round about. 
5 And ye fhall meafure from without the city 
on the eaft-fide two thoufand cubits,.and on the 


fouth-fide two thoufand cubits, andsen the weft- 


fide two thoufand cubits, and on the north-fide 
two thoufand cubits; and the city /ball be in 
the midft: this fhall be to them the fuburbs of 
the cities, 6 And among the cities which ye 

4C2 fhall 
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fhall give unto the Levites, there /hall be fix 
cities for refuge, which ye fhall appoint for the 
manilayer, that he may flee thither: and to 
them ye fhall add forty and two cities. 7 So 
all the cities which ye fhall give to the Levites, 
foall be forty and eight cities: them /ball ye 
give with their fuburbs. 8 And the cities which 
ye fhall give, /ball be of the pofleffion of the 
children of Ifrael: from them that have many, 
ye fhall give many; but from them that have 
few, ye (hall give few: every one fhall give of 
his cities unto the Levites, according to his in- 
heritance which he inheriteth. 


The laws about the tithes and offerings had provided very 
plentifully for the maintenance of the Levites ; but it was not 
to be thought, nor indeed was it for the public good, that 
when they came to Canaan they fhould all live about the ta- 
bernacle, as they had done in the wildernefs; and therefore 
care muft be taken to provide habitations for them, in which 
they might live comfortably and ufefully.. That is it which is 
here taken care of. 4 

[1.] Cities were allowed them with: their fuburbs, ver. 2. 
They were not to have any ground for tillage; they needed 
not to /ow or reap, or gather into barns, for their heavenly Fa- 
ther fed them with the tithe of the increafe cf other peoples 
labours, that they might the more clofely attend the {tudy of 
she law, and might have more leifure to teach the people ; for 
they were not fed thus eafily that they might live in idlenefs, 
but that they might give themfelves wholly to the bufinefs of 
their profeflion, and not be entangled in the affairs of this life. 
(1.) Cities were allotted them that they might live near together, 
and conyverfe with one another about the law, to their mutual 
edification ; and that, in doubtful cafes, they might confult 
one another, and in all cafes {trengthen one another's hands. 
(2.) Thefe cities had /uburbs annexed to them for their cat- 
tle, -ver. 3.; a thoufand cubits from the wall was allowed them 
for out-houfing to keep their cattle in, and then two thoufand 
and more for fields to graze their cattle in, ver. 4, 5. Thus 
was care taken, that they fhould not only live, but live plenti- 
fully, and have all defirable conveniencies about them, that 
they might not be looked upon with contempt by their neigh- 
bours. 

f2.] Thefe cities were to be affigned them out of the pof- 
fefhons of each tribe, ver. 8. (1.) That each tribe might 
thus make a grateful acknowledgement to God out. of their 
real, as well as out of their perfona/, eftates; for what was 
given to the Levites was accepted as given to the Lord, and 
thus their poffeflions were fanétified to them. (2.) That each 
tribe might have the benefits of the Levites dwelling among 
them, to teach them the good knowledge of the Lord: Thus 
that light was diffufed through all parts of the country, and 
none left to fit in darknefs, Deut. xxxiil. 10. They fhall teach 
Facob thy judgmenis. Jacobs curfe on Levi’s anger was, [ 
will featier them in Ifrael, Gen. xliv. 7. but that curfe was 
turned into a blefling, and the Levites by being thus fcattered 
were put into a capacity of doing fo much the more good. It 
is a great mercy to a country to be replenifhed in all parts 
with faithful minifters. The number allotted them was forty- 
eight in all; four out of each of the twelve tribes one with a- 
nother. Out of the united tribes of Simson and Judah nine, 
‘out of Naphtali three, and four a-piece out. of all the reft, as 
appears, Jofh. xxi. Thus were they bleft with a good mini- 
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fhall flay him. 


_ whither he was fled’: and he fhall abide in it 
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ftry, and that miniftry with a comfortable maintenance, not 
only in tithes, but in glebe-lands. And though the gofpel is 
not fo particular as the law was in this matter, yet it exprefsly 
provides, that he that is aught in the word /hould communicate 
to him that teacheth, in all good things, Gal. vi. 6. 


9 ¥ And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, fay- 
ing; 10 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and 
fay unto them, When ye be come over Jordan, - 
into the land of Canaan: 11 °Then ye fhall 
appoint you cities, to be cities of refuge for 
you; that the flayer may flee thither, which 
killeth any perfon at unawares. 12 And they 
fhall be unto you cities for refuge from the a- 
venger; that the man-flayer die not, until he 
ftand before the congregation in judgment. 
13 And of thefe cities which ye fhall give, fix 
cities fhall ye have for refuge. 14 Ye fhall 
give three cities on this fide Jordan, and three 
cities fhall ye give in the land of Canaan, which 
fhall be cities of refuge. 15 Thefe fix cities — 
fhall be a refuge, both for the children of Irael, 
and for the ftranger, and for the fojourner .a- 
mong them: that every one that killeth any 
perfon unawares, may flee thither. 16 And if 
he {mite him with an inftrument of tron (fo that — 
he die) he zs a murderer: the murderer fhall 
furely be put to death. 17 And if he {mite 
him with throwing a ftone (wherewith he may 
die) and he die, he zs a murderer: the mur- 
derer fhall furely be put to death. 18 Or if he 
fmite him with an hand-weapon of wood. 
(wherewith he may die) and he die, he zs.a 
murderer: the murderer {hall furely be put to. 
death. 19 The revenger of blood himfelf fhall 
flay the murderer: when he meeteth him, he 
20 But if he thruft him of hat- 
red, or hurl at him by laying of wait, that he 
die; 21t Or in enmity fmite him with his 
hand, that he die: he that fmote him ‘halt. 
furely be put to death ; for he zs a murderer = 
the revenger of blood fhall flay the murderer,. 
when he meeteth him. 22 But if he thruft him: 
fuddenly without enmity, or have caft uporm 
him any thing without laying of wait; 23 Or 


‘with any ftone wherewith a man may die, fee- 


ing him not, and caft it upon him that he-die, 
and was not his enemy, neither fought his 
harm: 24 Then the congregation. fhall judge 
between the flayer, and the revenger of blood, — 
according to thefe judgments. 25 And. the 
congregation fhall deliver the flayer out of the 
hand of the revenger of blood, and the congre- 
gation {hall reftore him to the city of his refuge; 


unto 


ts 
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- Levites cities. 


“ 


unto the death of the high prieft, which was 


anointed with the holy oil. 26 But ifthe flay- 


er fhall at any time come without the border 


- of the city of his refuge, whither he was fled ; 


247 And the revenger of blood find him with- 
out the borders of the city of his refuge, and 


- the revenger of blood kill the flayer; he fhall 
28 Becaufe he fhould | 


not be guilty of blood : 
have remained in the city of his refuge, until 
the death of the high prieft: but after the death 
of the high prieft, the flayer fhall return into 
the land of his poffeflion’ 29 So thefe things 
fhall be for a ftatute of judgment unto you, 
throughout your generations in all your dwel- 
lings. 30 Whofo killeth any perfon, the mur- 
derer fhall be put to death by the mouth of wit- 
neffes: but one witnefs fhall not teftify againtt 
any perfon, to caufe him to die. 31 Moreover, 
ye fhall take no fatisfaction for the life of a mur- 
derer, which zs guilty of death; but he fhall 
furely be put to death. 32 And ye fhal! take 
no fatisfaction for him that is fled to the city of 
his refuge, that he {hould come again to dweil 
in the land, until the death of the prieft. 33 
‘So ye fhall not pollute the land wherein ye are: 
for blood it defileth the Jand: and the land 
cannot be cleanfed of the blood that is fhed 
therein, but by the blood of him that fhed it. 
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thy the confideration of all princes and ftates, that blood defileth 
not only the confcience of the murderer, who is thereby pro- 
ved not to have eternal life abiding in him, 1 John iit. 15. but 
alfo the /and in which it is fhed ; fo very offenfive itis to God, 
and all good men, and the worft of nuifances. “And it is add~ 
ed, thatthe land cannot be cleanfed from the blood of the mur- 
dered, but by the blood of the murderer, ver. 33- If murder- 
ers efcape punifhment from men, they that fuffer them to e= 
{cape will have a great deal to anfwer for, and God however 
will not fuffer them to-efcape his righteous judgments. Upon 
the fame principle it is provided, that no /atisfaction fhould be 
taken for the life of a murderer, ver. 31. If a man would give 
all the fubflance of his houfe, to the judges, to the country, or to 
the avenger of blood, to atone for his crime, it mutt utrerly be 
coutemned. The redemption of the life is fo precious that it 
cannot be obtained by the multitude of riches, Pfal. xlix. 7, 8- 
which perhaps may allude to this law. A rule of law comes 
in here, (which is a rule of our law in cafe of treafon only, )~ 


; that no man fhall be put to death upon the teltimony of one 


34 Defile not therefore the land which ye (hall — 


inhabit, wherein I dwell: for 1 the Lorp dwell 
among the children of Ifrael. 


_ We have here the orders given concerning the cities of re- 
Suge, fitly annexed to what goes before, becaufe they were all 
In this part of the conftitution there is a great 
deal both of good law and pure gofpel. : 

Firft, Here is a great deal of good law, in the cafe of mur- 
der and manflaughter, a cafe which the laws of all nations have 
taken particular cognifance of. It is here enacted and provided, 
confonant to natural equity, * 3 

-({1.] That wilful murder thould be punifhed with death, and 
in that cafe no fanétuary fhould be allowed, no ranfom taken, 
hor any commutation of the punifhment accepted ; the murder- 


er Shall furely be put to death, ver. 16. it is fappofed to be done 
of hatred, ver. 2@. or in enmity, ver..21. upon a fudden pro-. 


vocation, (for our Saviour makes ra/h anger, as well as malice 
prepenfe, to be murder, Mat. v. 21, 22.) whether the perfon 
be murdered with an inftrument of iron,’ ver. 16. or wood, 
ver. 18. or with a ftone thrown at him,. ver. 17, 20.; nay, if 
he finite him with his hand in enmity, and death enfue, it is 
murder, ver. 21. And it was an ancient law, confonant to 


- the law of nature, that whofo feeds man’s blood, by man_fuall his 


blood be fhed, Gen. ix. 6. Where wrong has beer done #etfti- 
tution muft be made; and fince the murderer cannot reftore 
the life he has. wrongfully taken. away, his own muft be exact- 
ed from him in lieu of it; not (as fome have fancied) to fa- 
tisfy the manes or ghoft of the perfon: flain, but to fatisfy the 


_ law,’and the juftice of a nation, and to be a warning to all o- 


thers not to do likewife. It is here faid, and it is well wor- 


witne/s, but it was neceflary there fhould be ¢qwo, ver. 30. 
This law is fettled in all capital caufes, Deut. xvi. 6.—xix. 
15. And laftly, not only the profecution but the execution 
of the murderer is committed to the next of kin, who as ‘he 
was to be the redeemer of his kinfman’s eftate if it were mort- 
gaged, fo he was to be the avenger of his blood if he were mur= 
dered, ver. 19. The avenger of blood himfelf fball flay the 
murderer, if he were convicted by the notorious evidence of 
the fact; and he needed not to have recourfe by a judicial pro-_ 
cefs to the court of judgment, But if it were uncertain who 
the murderer was, and the proof doubtful we cannot think that 
his bare fufpicion or furmife would empower him to do’ that 
which the judges themfelyes could not. do, but upon the tefli- 
mony of two witneffes. Only if the fac were plain, then the 
next heir of the perfon flain might himfelf im a juft indigna- , 
tion flay the murderer wherever he met him. Some think _ 
this. muft be underftood to: be after the lawful judgment of the 
magiftrate ; and fo the Chaldee faith, he fhall flay him, whew 
he foall be condemned unto him by judgment; but it fhould feem 
by ver. 24. that the judges interpofed only in a doubiful cafes 
and that if the perfon on whom he took vengeance’ were in- 
deed the murderer, and a wilful murderer, the avenger was in- 
nocent, (ver. 27.) only if it proved otherwife it was at his pe- 
ril, Our law allows an appeal to be brought againft a murder- 
er by the widow or next heir of the perfon murdered; yea,., 
though the murder'have have been acquitted upon an indié- 
ment ; and if the murderer be found guilty upon that appeal; 
execution fhall be awarded at the fuit of the appellant, who 
may properly be called the avenger of blood. 

[2.] But if the murder were not voluntary, nor done de» 
fignedly, if it were without enmity, or lying in wait, ver. 20 5. 
not /eeing him, or feeking his harm, ver. 23. which our law calls 
chance-medley, or homicide per infortunium, in: this cafe there 
were cities of refuge appointed for the manflayer to flee to.. By: 
our law this incurs.a forfeiture: of goods, but a pardon.is grant- 
ed of courfe upon the fpecial matter found.. 

Concerning the cities: of refuge, the law was; 

1.. That if a man killed another, in thefe cities he was’ fafe,. 
and under the proteétion: of the law,.till he had his trial defore 
the congregation, 1. e. before the judges:in open court. If he 
neglected: thus: to. furrender himfelf, it-was at-his peril if the a— 
venger of blood: met him. elfewhere;. or. overtook him: loitering. 
in his way to.the city: of refuge, and flew him,. his: blood was: 
upon his own. head, becaufe he did not make-ufe of the fecuri- 
ty God had. provided for him. : 

2. If upon trial it was found.to be suilful murder; the city 
of refuge fhould. no longer be a protection. to’ him. it was al- 

readig 
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ready determined, Exod. xxi. rq. Thow halt take him from 


mine altar, that he may die. 

3. But if it. were found to be by error, or accident, and that 
the ftroke was given without any defign upon the life of the 
petfon flain, or any other, then the manflayer fhould continue 
fafe in the city of refuge, and the avenger of blood might not 
meddle with him, ver, 25.; there he was to remain in banifh- 
ment from his own houfe and patrimony #il/ the death of the 
+ high prief#; and if at any time he went out-of that city or the 

fuburbs of it, he put himfelf out of the protection of this law, 
and the avenger of blood if he met him might flay him, ver. 
26,—28. Now, (1.) By the prefervation of the life of the 
manflayer God would teach us, that men ought not to fuffer 
for that which is. rather their unhappinefs than their crime, ra- 
‘ther the act of providence than their own act, for God deliver- 
ed him into his hand, Exod. xxi..13. (2.) By the banifhment 
of the manflayer from his own city, and the confinement of him 
to the city of refuge, «where he was in a manner a prifoner, 
God would teach us to conceive a dread and horror of the 
~ guilt of blood, and to be very careful of life, and always afraid 
left, by overfight or negligence, we occafion the death of any. 
(3.) By the limiting of the time of the offender’s banifhment 
to the death of the high prieft, an honour was put upon that fa- 
cred ofice. The high prieft was to be looked upon as fo 
great a blefling to his country, that when he died, their forrow 
upon that occafion fhould fwallow up all other refentments. 
The cities of refuge being all of them Levites cities, and the 
high prieft being the head of that tribe, and confequently ha- 
ving a peculiar dominion over thofe cities, thofe that were con- 
fined to them might properly be looked upon as his prifoners, 
and fo his death muft be their difcharge ; it was as it were at 
his fuit that the delinquent was imprifoned, and therefore at his 
death it fell ; aétio moritur cum perfona. Ain{worth has another 
notion of it, that as the high priefts while they lived, by their 
fervice and facrificing made atonement for fin, wherein they fi- 
gured Chrift’s fatisfaction, fo at their death thofe were releafed 
that had been exiled for cafual murder, which typified redemp- 
tion in Ifrael. (4.) By the abandoning of the prifoner to the 
avenger of blood, in cafe he at any time went out of the limits 
of the city of refuge,” they were taught to adhere to the me- 
thods Infinite Wifdom prefcribed for their fecurity. It was 
for the honour of a remedial law, that it fhould be fo ftrialy 
obferved. How can we expect to be faved if we neglect the 
falvation, which is indeed a great falvation? 
Secondly, Here is a great deal of good gofpel couched under 


the type and figure of the cities of refuge; and to them the a- . 


_poftle feems to allude, when he fpeaks of our fying for refuge 
to the hope fet before us, Heb. vi. 18. and being found in 


Chrift, Phil. iii. 9. We never read in the hiftory of the Old © 


Teftament of any ufe made of thofe cities of refuge, no more 
than of other fuch inftitutions, which yet no doubt were made 
ufe of upon the occafions intended ; only we read of thofe that 
in dangerous cafes took hold of the horns of the altar, (1 Kings 
i. 50.—ii. 28.) for the altar, wherever that was, was as it 
were the capital city of refuge. But the law concerning thefe 
cities was defigned both to.rai/e, and to encourage, the expec- 
tations of thofe who looked for redemption in Ifrael; which 
fhould be to thofe who were convinced of fin,.and in terror by 
reafon of it, as the cities of refuge were to the manflayer. Ob- 
ferve, (1.) There were-feveral cities of refuge, and they were 
fo appointed in feveral parts of the country, that the manflayer, 
wherever he dwelt in the land of Hrael, might. in ‘half-a-day 
reach one or.other of them; fo though there is but one Chrift 
appointed for our refuge, yet wherever we are, he is a refuge 
at hand, a very prefent help ; for the word is nigh us, and Chrift 
in the word. (2.) The manflayer was fafe in any of thefe 


NUMBER & 


Chap. XXXVI. 


cities; fo in Chrift believers that fly to him, and ref in him; 
are protected from. the wrath of God, and the curfe of the 
law. Theré is no condemnation to them that are in Chrifl Fefusy 
Rom. viii. 1. Who fhall condemn thofe that are thus fhel- 
tered ? (3.) They were all Levites cities; it was a kindnefs ta 
the poor prifoner, that though he might not go up to the place 
where the ark was, yet he.was in the midft of Levites, who 
would teach him the good knowledge of the Lord, and in- 
ftruct him how to improve the providence-he was under: It © 
might alfo be expected that the Levites would comfort and 
encourage him, and bid him welcome; fo it is the work of 
gofpel-minifters to bid poor finners welcome to Chrift, and to 
afi{t and counfel thofe that through grace arein him. (4.) 
Even ftrangers and fojourners, though they were not native If- 
raelites, might take the benefit of thefe cities of refuge, ver. 15. ~ 
fo in Chrift Jefus no difference is made between Greek and 
Jew; even the fons of the flranger, that by faith fly to Chrift, 
fhall be fafe in him. (5.) Even the fuburbs or borders of the 
city were a fufficient fecurity to the offender, ver. 26, 27. fo - 
there is virtue even in the hem of Chrift’s garment for the 
healing and faving of poor finners. If we cannot reach to a 
full affurance, we may comfort ourfelves in a good hope through 
grace. (6.) The protection which the manflayer found in 
the city of refuge, was not owing to the ftrength of its walls, 


_or gates, or bars, but purely to the divine’ appointment ; fo it 


is the word of the gofpel that gives fouls fafety in Chrift; for 
him hath God the Father fealed. (7.) If the offender were e- 
ver caught {traggling out of the borders of his city of refuge, 
or ftealing home to his own houfe again, he loft the benefit of 
his protection, and lay expofed to the avenger of blood; fo 
thofe that are in Chrif? mult abide in Chrif?, for it is at their 
peril if they forfake him, and wander from him. Drawing 
back is to perdition. 


CHAP. XXXVI- 

We have in this chapter the determination of another queftton 
that arofe uton the cafe of the daughters of Zelophehad. 
God had appointed that they fheuld inherit, chap. xxvii» 
7. Now, bere, I. An inconvenience is fuggefted, in cafe 
they fhould marry to any other tribe, ver. 1,—4. II. I 
ws prevented by a divine appointment, that they fhould mar- 
ry in their own tribe, and family, ver. 5,7. and this is 
Settled for a rule in like cafes, ver. 8,9. and they did mar 
ry accordingly to fome of their own relations, ver. 10,— 
12. and with this the book concludes, yer. 13. 


ee the chief fathers of the families of the 

children of Gilead, the fon of Machir, 
the fon of Manafleh, of the families of the fons 
of Jofeph, came near, and fpake before Mofes, 
and before the princes the chief fathers of the 
children of Hrael: 2 And they faid, The Lorp 
commanded my lord to give the land for an in- 
heritance by lot to the children of Ifrael: and 
my lord was comimnanded by the Lorn, to give 
the inheritance of Zelophehad our brother, un- 
to his daughters. 3 And if they be married to 
any of the fons of the other tribes of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael; then fhall their inheritance be 
taken from the inheritance of our fathers, and 
fhall be put to the inheritance of the tribe 
whereunto they are received: fo fhall it be ta-_ 
ken from the lot of our inheritance, 4 And 


when — 


ey ‘ ys 
é.| : 3 : 


when the jubile of the children of Ifrael thall 


inheritance of the tribe whereunto they are re- 
ceived: fo fhall their inheritance be taken a- 
way from the inheritance of the tribe of our 
fathers. 


We have here the humble addrefs- which the heads of the 
tribe of Manaffeh made to Mofes and the princes, on occafion 
of the order lately made concerning the daughters of Zelophe- 
had. ‘The family they belonged to was part of that half of the 
tribe of Manaffeh which was. yet to have their lot within Jor- 
dan, not that half that was already fettled ; and yet they fpeak 
of the land of their poffeflion, and the inheritance of their fa- 
thers, with as great aflurance as if they had it already in their 
hands, knowing whom they had trufted. In their appeal, ob- 
ferve, J» 
[1.] They fairly recite the former orders made in this cafe, 
and do not move to have that fet afide, but are very willing to 
acquiefce in it, ver. 2. The Lord commanded to give the inhe- 
ritance of Zelophehad to his daughters ; and they are very well 
pleafed it fhould be fo, none of them knowing but that hereaf- 
ter it might be the cafe of their own families, and then their 
daughters would have the benefit of this law. 
[2.] They reprefent the inconvenience which might poflibly 
follow hereupon, if the daughters of Zelophehad fhould fee 
__ caufe to marry into any other tribes, ver. 3.; and it is likely 
_ this was not a bare furmife, or fuppofition, but that they knew 
- at this time great court was made to them by fome young gen- 
tlemen of other tribes, becaufe they were heireffes, that they 
might get footing in this tribe, and fo enlarge their own inhe- 
ritance,, This. truly is often aimed at more than it- fhould be 
in making marriages ; not the meetnefs of the perfon, but the 
convenience of the eftate, to ay houfe to houfe, and field to field. 
Wifdom. indeed is good ‘with an inheritance 3 but what is an in- 
__ heritance good for in that relation without wifdom? But here 

we may prefume the perfonal merit of thefe daughters recom- 

mended them as well as their fortunes ; however, the heads of 

their tribe forefaw the mifchief that would follow, and brought 
the cafe to Mofes, that he might confult the oracle of God con- 
= cerning it. The difficulty they {tart God could have obviated, 
and provided. againft; in the former order given in this. cafe ; 

but to teach us, that we muft in. our affairs, not.only attend 


God’s providence, but make ufe of our own prudence. God. 


did not direét in it, till they themfelves that were concerned 
wifely forefaw the inconvenience, and piou/ly addrefled to Mo- 
fes for a rule in it. For though they were. chief fathers in their 
families, and might have affumed a power tovover-rule thefe 
daughters of Zelophehad, in difpofing themfelves, efpecially 
_ their father being, dead, and the common intereft of their 
Ge tribe being concerned in it, yet they chofe rather to refer them- 
_ felves to Mofes, and it iffued well. We fhould not covet to 
/| be judges in our own cafe, for it is: hard:to be fo, and not be 
 partial.. It is eafier in many cafes to take good advice than to 
"give it, and’ a.fatisfagtion to be under direétion. - 
[ . Two things they aimed at in their reprefentation. 
'_(4-) To preferve the divine appointment of inheritances. 
if They urge the command, ver. 2. that the land fhould be given 


by lot to the refpeétive tribes; and urge, that it would break in 
* upon the divine appointment, if fuch a confiderable part of the 
_ lot of Manaffeh fhould, by their marriage, be tragsferred to any 


- other tribe; for the iffue would be denominated: from the fa- 


- ther’s tribe, not the mother’s. This indeed would not leffen 
* the lot of the particular perfons of that tribe, they would have 


their own ftill ; but it would leffen the lot of the tribe in. ge- 


be, then fhall their inheritance be put unto the 
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neral, and render it lef {trong and confiderable: They there- 


- fore thought themfelves concerned for the reputation of their 


tribe, and perhaps were the more jealous for it, becaufe it was 
already very much weakened by the fitting down of the one half 
of it on this fide Jordan. 

(2.) To prevent contefts and quarrels among pofterity. If 
thofe of other tribes fhould come among them, perhaps it might 
occafion fome contefts; they would be apt to give and receive 
difturbance, and their title might, in procefs of time, come to be 
queftioned ; and how greata matter would this fire-kindle! It 
is the wifdom and duty of thofe that have eftates in the world, 
to fettle them, and difpofe of them, fo as that no ftrife and 
contention may arife about them among pofterity. 


5 And Mofes commanded the children of If. 
rael, according to the word of the Lorn, faying, 
The tribe of the fons of Jofeph hath faid well. 
6 This zs the thing which the Lorp doth com. - 
mand concerning the daughters of ‘Lelophehad, 
faying, Let them. marry to whom they think 
beft ; only to the family of the tribe of their 
father fhall they marry: 7 So fhall not the in- 
heritance of the children of Hrael remove from 
tribe to tribe; for every one of the children of 
Ifrael fhall keep himfelf to the inheritance of 
the tribe of his fathers. 8 And every daughter 


. that poffeffeth an inheritance in any tribe of the 


children of Ifrael, fhall be wife unto one of the 
family of the tribe of her father, that the chil- 
dren of Ifrael may enjoy every man the imheri- 
tance of his fathers... 9 Neither fhall the inhe- 


, ritance remove from one tribe to another tribe; | 


but every one of the tribes of the children of © 
Ifrael fhall keep himfelf to his.own inheritance. 
ro Even as the Lorn commanded Mofes, fo did. 
the daughters of Zelophehad. 12 For Mahlah, 
Tirzah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Noah, the 
daughters of Zelophehad, were married unto 


their father’s brother’s fons. 124d they were -: 


married into the families of the fons of Manafieh -« 
the fon: of Jofeph,and their inheritance remain- 
ed in. the tribe of the family of their father. 13 
Thefe are the commandments and .the judge- 
ments which the Lorp commanded by the hand 


of Mofes, unto the children of Ifrael in the plains « 


of Moab, by Jordan near Fericho. 


Here is, Firf, The matter fettled, by exprefs order from 
God, between the daughters of Zelophehad, and the reft of the 
tribe of Manafleh. The petition-is affented to, and care taken 
to prevent the inconvenience feared, ver. 5. The tribe of the 
fons of Fofeph hath faid well. bus. thofe: that confult the o- 
racles of God, concerning the making of their heavenly. inhe- 
ritance fure, fhall not only be direéted what to do, but their 
inquiries fhall be gracioufly accepted sand they fhall have not 
only their we/l doney but their. well aid, good and faithful fer. 
vant. .. Now, the matter is thus accommodated; thefe heireffes : 
muft be obliged to marry, not only within their own. tribe of 
Manaffeh, but within the particular family of the Hepherites, 


- ta which they did belong: (1.) They are not determined to 


any 
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any particular perfons, there was choice enough in the family 
. of their father, /et them marry to whom they think bef, As 
‘children muft preferve the authority of their parents, and not 
marry again{t their mind; fo parents muft confult the affections 
_ of their children in difpofing of them, and not compel them to 
marry fuch as they cannot love. Forced marriages are not 
likely to prove well. (2.) Yet they are confined to their own 
relations, that their, inheritance might not goto another family. 


God would have them know, that the land being to be divided . 
by lot, the difpofal whereof was of the Lord, they could not — 


mend, and therefore fhould not alter his appointment. ‘The 
inheritances muft not remove from tribe to tribe, ver.'7. left there 
fhould be confufion among them, their -eftates intangled, and 
their genealogies perplexed. God will not have one tribe to 
be enriched by the - ftraitening and impoverifhing of another, 
fince they were all alike, the feed of Abraham his friend. 
Secondly, The law in this particular cafe made perpetual, and 
to be obferved whenever hereafter the like cafe fhould happen, 
ver. 8. Thofe that were not heirefles might marry into what 
tribe they pleafed, (though we may fuppofe that ordinarily they 
_ kept within their own tribe;) but thofe that were, muft either 
quit their claim to their inheritance, or marry one of their own 
family, that each of the tribes might Aeep them/elves to their own 
inheritance and. one tribe might not encroach upon another, but 


throughout their generations there might remain immoveable . 


* 


DEUTERONOMY, 


the ancient land-marks, fet, not by their fathers, but by the Ged 
of their fathers. ate Prayye ke 
Thirdly, The fubmiflion of the daughters of Zelophehad to 
this appointment. How could they but marry well, and to 
their fatisfaction, when God himfelf dire@ed them? they mar. 
ried their father’s brother's fons, ver. 10,—-12. By this it ap- 
pears, (t.) That the marriage of coufin-germans is not in itfelf 


unlawful, nor within the degrees prohibited ; for then God» 


would not have countenanced thefe marriages. But, (2.) That 
ordinarily it is not advifeable ; for if there had not been a pars 
ticular reafon for it, (which cannot hold in any cafe now, inhe- 
ritances being not difpofed of as then, by the fpecial defignation 


of heaven,) they would not have married fuch near relations. - 


The world is wide, 
vour to walk furely. 
Laftly, The conclufion of this whole book, referring to the 


and he that walks uprightly, will endea- 


_ latter part of it, the/e are the judgments which the Lord coms 


manded inthe plains of Moab, ver. 13.3 thefe foregoing, ever 
fince chap. xxvi. moft of which related to their fettlement in 
Canaan, into which they were now entering. “Whatever new 
condition God is by his providence bringing us into, we mutt 
beg of him to teach us the duty of it, and enable us to do it, 
that we may do the work of the day in its day, of the place ia 
its place. : 


AN 


EXPOSITION, &c. 


OF THE FIFTH BOOK OF MOSES, CALLED 


DEUTERONOMY. 


* 


4 


Tuts book is a repetition of very. much both of the hiftory and of the laws contained in the three 
foregoing books: which repetition Mofes delivered to Ifrael, both by word of mouth, that it 
might afect, and by writing that it might abide, a little before his death. There is no nets hif- 
tory in it; but that of the death of Mofes, in the laft chapter, nor any new reyelation to Mofes, 


for ought appears; and therefore the ftile here is not, as before, 


Saying - But the former laws are repeated, and commented upon, explained and enlarged, and 
? eA 


fome particular precepts added to them, with copious reafons for 
this Mofes was divinely infpired and aflifted ; fo that this is as 
Mofes, as that which was {poken to him, with an audible voice, 


‘gregation, Lev. i. I. 


truly the word of the Lord by 
out of the tabernacle of the con- 


The Greek interpreters call it Deuteronom ic 
eal : ¥, which fignifies the /eco 
law, or a fecond edition of the laws; not with amendments, : sankey 


additions, 


The Lord fpake unto Mofes, 


the enforcing of them. In 


for there needed none; but with 


Pee 
be 


The firft part of Mofes’ farewel fermon to Lfrael begins with 


murmuring upon the report of the pies, ver. 19,—33. 1V. 
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additions, for the further dire€tion of the people in divers cafes, not mentioned befure.—Now, 
[1.] It was much for the honour of the divine law that it fhould be thus repeated. How great 
were the things of that Jaw, which was thus inculcated! and how inexculable would they be 
by whom they were counted as a ftrange thing, Hof. viii. 12. [2.] There might be a particu- 


_ lar reafon for the repeating of it now; the men of that generation to whom the law was 
Jirft given were all dead, and a new generation was /prung up, to whom God would have it re- 


peated by Mofes himfelf, that, if poflible, it might make a lafting impreflion upon them. Now 
they were juft going to take poffeffion of the land of Canaan, Mofes mutt read the articles of a- 
greement to them, that they might know upon what terms and conditions they were to hold 
and enjoy that land, and might underftand that they were upon their good behaviour in it. 
[3-] It would be of great ufe to the people, to have thofe parts of the law thus gathered-up, and 
put together, which did more immediately concern them and‘their practice: For the laws which 
concerned the priefts and Levites, and the execution of their offices, are not repeated ; it was 
enough for ¢hem that they were once delivered ; but in compaf_ion to the infirmities of the peo- 
ple, the laws of more concern are delivered a fecond time. Precept muft be upon precept, and 
line upon line, lfa. xxviii. 10. The great and needful truths of the gofpel fhould be often pref- 
fed upon people by the minifters of Chrift. Zo write the fame things (faith Paul, Phil. il. 1.) 
to me, indeed, is not grievous, but for you it is fafe. What God has fpoken once, we have need 
to hear twice, to hear many times; and it is well, if, after all, it be duly perceived and regard- 
ed.—Three ways this book of Deuteronomy was magnified and made honourable. (1.) The 
king was to write a copy of it with his own hand, and to read therein all the days of his life, 
chap. xvii. 18. (2.) It was to be written upon great /tones, plaiftered at their pafling over Jor- 
dan, chap. xxvii. 2,3. (3.) It was to be read publicly every feventh year, at the feaft of taber- 
nacles, by the prieft, in the audience of all Ifrael, chap. xxxi. 9.—The gofpel is a kind of Deu- 
teronomy, a fecond law, a remedial law, a {piritual law, or.law-of faith: By it we are under the 
law to Chrift; and it is a law that makes the comers thereunto perfect.—This book of Deutero- 
nomy begins with a brief rehearfal of the events that had befallen them fince they came from 
mount Sinai. At the fourth chapter comes a moft pathetical exhortation to obedience. At the 
twelfth chapter, and fo on to the twenty-feventh, are repeated many particular laws, which are 
enforced, chap. xxvii. and xxvill.; with promifings and threatetiings, bleflings and curfes, form- 
ed into a covenant, chap. xxix. and xxx. care taken to perpetuate the rememberance of thefe 
things among them, chap. xxxi.; particularly by a fong, chap. xxxii.;.and fo Mofes concludes 
with a blefling, chap. xxxiii.—All this was delivered by Mofes to Ifrael in the laff month of his 
life. The whole book contains the hiftory but of two months; compare Judg. 1. 3. with Joh. 
iv. 19.3 the latter of which was the thirty days of Ifrael’s mourning for Mofes. See how bufy 
that great and good man was to do good when he knew that his time was fhort; how quick his 
motion when he drew near his reft. ‘Thus we have more recorded of what our bleffed Saviour 
faid and did in the /aft week of his life than in any other. The laft words of eminent perfons 
do, or fhould, make deep impreffions.—Obferve, for the honour of this book, that when our Sa- 
viour would anfwer the devil’s temptations with i¢ is written, he fetched all his quotations out 
of this book, Matth. iv. 4, 8, 10. 


C HAE Pit. HESE be the words which Mofes fpake 
rhe, 5 tee i aaiow unto all Ifrael, on this fide Jordan in the 
this chapter, and is continued to the latter end of the jourt. . ‘ ag sae 

phapthicseln the five firft verfes of this chapter we have the nae! nefs, in 8 plain oe oe tt ae as 
date of the fermon, the place where it was preached, ver. 1, fea, between Varan, an Tophe , and Laban, 


2, 5. and the time when, ver. 3,4. The narrative in this and Hazeroth, and Dizahab. 2 (There are e- 
chapter reminds them, 1. Of the promife God made them of the |. leven days journey from Horeb, by the way of 
land of Canaan, ver. 6,—8. II. Of the provifion made of | mount Seir, unto Kadefh-barnea.) 3 wid it 
Judges for them, ver. 9,—18., IIL. Of their ambelicf and | ore to pats in the fortieth year, in the eleventh 


Of the fentence paffed upon them for it, and the ratification of month, on the firft day of the mont that Motes 


| that fentence, ver. 345,—46- | fpake unto the children of Ifrael, according un- 
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to all that the Lorp had given him in com- 
mandment unto them; 4 After he had flain 
Sihon the king of the Amorites, which dwelt in 
Hefhbon, and Og the king of Bafhan, which 
dwelt at Aftaroth in Edrei. 5 On this fide Jor- 
dan, in the land of Moab, began Mofes to de- 
clare this law, faying, 6 The Lorp our God 
fpake unto us in Horeb, faying, Ye have dwelt 
long enough in this mount: 7 Turn you, and 
take your journey, and go to the mount of the 
Amorites, and unto all the places nigh thereun- 
to, in the plain, in the hills, and in the vale, and 
in the fouth, and by the fea-fide, to the land of 
the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, unto the 
great river the river Euphrates. 8 Behold, I 
have fet the land before you: go in and poffefs 
the land which the Lorp fware unto your fa- 
thers, Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, to give unto 
them, and to their feed after them. 


We have here, Firft, The date of this fermon which Mofes 
preached to the people of Ifrael. A great auditory no quef- 
tion he had, as many as could’crowd within hearing, and par- 
ticularly all the elders and officers, the reprefentatives of the 
people ; and probably it was on the /abbath-day that.he deli- 
vered this to them. (1.) The place where they were now 
encamped was in the plain, in the land of Moab, (ver. 1, §.) 
where they were juft ready to enter Canaan, and engage in a 
war with the Canaanites: Yet he difcourfeth not to them con- 
cerning military affairs, the arts and {tratagems of war, but 


concerning their duty to God ; for if they kept themfelves in 


his fear and favour, he would fecure to them the conqueft of 
the land ; their religion would be their beft policy. (2..) The time 
was, near the end of the fortieth year fince they came out of Egypt. 


So long God had borne their manners, and they had borne their. 


own iniquity, (Numb. xiv. 34.) ; and now anew and more 

ei f{cene was to be introduced, as a token for good, Mo- 

jes repeats the law to them. Thus, after God’s controverfy 
with them for the golden calf, the firft and fureft fign of God’s 
being reconciled to them was the renewing of the tables. ‘There 

is no better evidence and earneft of God’s favour than his put- 
ting his law in our hearts, Pfal. cxlvii. 19, 20. 

Secondly, The difcourfe itfelf In general, Mofes fpake un- 
to them all that the Lord had given him in commandment, ver. 3. 
Which intimates, not only that what he now delivered was for 
fubftance the fame with what had formerly been commanded, but 
it was what God now commanded him. to repeat.—He gave 
them this rehearfal and exhortation purely by divine direction ; 
God appointed him to leave this legacy to the church. 

He begins his narrative with their removal from mount Si- 
wai, ver. 6. and relates here, (1.) The orders God gave them 
to decamp, and proceed in their march, ver. 6,7. Ye. have 
dwelt long enough in this mount: That was the mount that 
Surned with fire, Heb. xii. 18. and gendered to bondage, Gal. iv. 


24. Thither God brought them to Aumble them, and by the, 


‘terrors of the Jaw to prepare them for the land of promife. 
There he kept them. about a year, and then told them they 
had dawelt long enough there, they muft go forward. Though 
God bring his people into trouble and affliction, into fpiritual 
trouble and affliction of mind, he knows when they have dwelt 
dong enough in it, and will certainly find a time, the’ fitteft 
time, to aiange them from the terrors of the Spirit of bondage 
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to the comforts of the . /pirit of adoption. See Rom. viii..15. 
(2.) The profpe& he gave them of a happy fettlement in Ca- 
naa prefently : Go to the land of the Canaanites,-ver. 7. En- 
ter, and take poffeflion ; it is all your own : Behold, I have fet 
the land before you, ver: 8. But when God commands us to 
go forward in our Chriftian courfe, he els the heavenly Ca- 
naan before us for our encouragement, 


g 4 And I fpake unto you at that time, fay. 
ing, 1am not able to bear you myfelf alone: © 
1o The Lorp your God hath multiplied you, 
and behold, you are this day as the ftars of hea- 
ven for multitude. 11 (The Lorp God of your 
fathers make you a thoufand times fo many more 
as ye are, and blefs you as he hath promifed 
you.) 12 How can I myfelf alone bear your 
cumbrance, and your burden, and your ftrife? 
13 Take ye wife men and underftanding, and 
known among your tribes, and I will make them 
rulers over you. 14 And ye anfwered me, and 
faid, The thing which thou haft {poken, is good 
for ustodo. 15 So I took the chief of your 
tribes, wife men; and known, and made them 
heads over you, captains over thoufands, and 
captains over hundreds, and captains over fif- 
ties, and captains over tens, and officers among 
your tribes. 16 And I charged your judges at 
that time, faying, Hear the cau/fes between your 
brethren, and judge righteoufly between every 
man and his brother, and the ftranger that zs- 
with him. 17 Ye fhall not refpe& perfons in 
judgment, due you fhall hear the fmall as well 
as the great; you fhall not be afraid of the face 
of man, for the judgment zs God’s: and the 
caufe that is too hard for you, bring z¢ unto me, 
and I will hear it. 18 And I commanded you 
at that time all the things which ye fhould do. 

Mofes here minds them of the happy conftitution of their — 
government, which was fuch as might make them all /afe and 
eafy, if it were not their own fault. When good laws were 
given them, good men were intrufted with the execution of 
them; which, as it was an inftance of God’s goodnefs to them, 
fo it was of the care of Mofes concerning them ; and it fhould > 
feem he mentions it here, to recommend himfelf to them as a 
man that fincerely fought their welfare, and fo to make way”. 


for what he was about to fay to them, wherein he aimed at. 
nothing but ¢heir good. 

In this part of his narrative he infinuates to them, [1.] 
That he greatly rejoiced in the increafe of their numbers. He. 
owns the accomplifhment of God’s promife to Abraham, ver. 10. 
You are as the flars of heaven for multitude ; and prays for the 
further accomplifhment of it, ver. 11. God make you a thou- 
This prayer comes in a. parenthefis; and a_ 
good prayer prudently put in cannot be impertinent in any dif 
courfe of divine things ;. nor will a pious ejaculation break the - 
coherence, but rather /rengthen and adorn it. But how great- — 
ly are his defires enlarged, when-he prays that they might. be. 
made a thoufand times more than they were? We are. not /irait- - 
ened in the power and goodnefs\of God, why fhould we be. 
ftraitened. in our owa faith and hope, which gught to be as 


large 


ae 


F. 


oo: 
j : 


Chap. i F; . 


large as the promife? and larger it need not be. It is from 
the promife that Mofes here takes the meafure of his prayer, 
The Lord blefs you, as he hath promifed you.u--And why 


~ might he not hope that they might become a thou/and times 


é 


_ ver. 12... Magiftracy is a burden. 


more than they were now, when they were now fen thou- 
<fand times more than they were when they came down in- 
to Egypt, above 250 years ayo ?——Obferve, when they were 


under the government of Pharaoh, the increafe of their num- 
. . . . a) 
bers was envied, and complained of as a grievance, Exodi. 9.3 


but now, under the government of Mofes, it was rejoiced in, 
and prayed for, asa bleffing ; the comparing of which might 
give them occafion to refle& with fhame upon their own folly, 
when they had talked of making a captain, and returning to 
Egypt. i 
[2.] That he was not ambitious of manopolizing the honour 
of the government, and ruling them him/e/f alone, as an abfo- 
Jute monarch, ver. g. Though he was a man as well worthy 
of that honour, and as well qualified for the bufinefs, as ever 
any man was; yet he was defirous that others might be taken 
in as afliftants to him in the bufinefs, and confequently fharers 
with him in the honour; J canzot myfelf alone bear the burden, 
Mofes himfelf, though 
_fo eminently gifted for it, found it lay heavy on his fhoulders ; 
nay, the def magiftrates complain moff of the burden, and are 
moft defirous of help, and molt afraid of undertaking more than 
they can perform. 

{3.] That he was not defirous to prefer his own creatures, 
or fuch as fhould underhand have a dependance upon him ; 
for he leaves it to the people to chufe their judges, to whom 
he would grant commiffions ; not durante bene placito, to be 
turned out when he pleafed ; but quamdiu fe bene gefferint, to 
continue as long as they approved themfelves faithful, ver. 13. 
Take ye wife men, that are known to’ be fo among your tribes, 
and £ will make them rulers.—-Thus the apottles direéted the 
multitude to chu/e overfeers of the poor, and then they ordain- 
ed them, Aéts vi. 3.—He directs them to take wife men and 
underflanding, whofe perfonal merit would recommend them. 
The rife and original of this nation was fo late, that none of 
them could pretend to antiquity of race, and nobility of birth, 
above their brethren ; and they having all newly come out of 
flavery in Egypt, it is probable one family was not much richer 
than another ; fo that their choice muft be directed purely by 
the qualifications of wifdom, experience, and integrity. Chufe 
fach (faith Mofes) whofe praifé is in your tribes, and with all 
my heart J will make them rulers.—We mutt not grudge that 
God’s work be done by other hands than ours, provided it be 
done by good hands. . 

[4.] That he was in this matter very willing to pleafe the 
people ; and though he did not in any thing aim at their ap- 
plaufe, yet in a thing of this nature he would not act without 
their approbation. And they agreed to the propofal, ver. 14. 
The thing which thou haft fpoken is good.—This he mentions 
to aggravate the fin of their mutinies and difcontents after this, 
that the government they quarrelled with was what they them- 
felves had confented to; Mofes would have pleafed them, if 
they would have been pleafed. 

# [5.] That he aimed to edify them, as well as to gratify 
them: For, (1.) He appointed men of good characters, 
ver. i5. wife men, and men known, men that would be faith- 
fal to their truft, and to the public intereft. (2.) He gave them 
a good. charge, ver. 16,17. Thofe that are advanced to ho- 
nour mult know that they are charged with bufinefs, and mult 
give account another day of their charge. 1//, He chargeth 
them to be diligent and patient ; Hear the caufes.—Hear both 
fides, hear them fully, hear them carefully, for nature hath 
provided us with two ears; and he that anfwereth a matter 


DEUTERONOMY. 


579 
before he heareth it, it is folly and foanie io him. The car of 
the learned is neceflary to the tongue of the learned, la. 1. 4. 
adly, To be jult and impartial: Fudge righteoufly.. Judgment 
mu(t be given according to the merits of the caufe, without 
regard to the quality of the parties. The natives muft not be 
fuffered to abufe the f{trangers, no more than the ftrangers to 
infult the natives, or to encroach upon them. “The greatsmult 
not be fuffered to. opprefs the {mall, nor to crufii them, no 
more than the {mall to rob the great, or to affront. them.—-No 
faces mutt be known in judgment, but unbribed, unbiafled equi | | 
ty muft always pafs fentence. 3dly, To be refolute and cou- © 
rageous ; You fhall not be afraid of the face of man: Be not 
over-awed to do. an ill thing, either by the clamours of the 
crowd, or by the menaces of thofe that have power in their 
hands. And he gives them a good reafon to inforce this 
charge ; For the judgment is God’s. You are God’s vicege~ 
rents, you act for him, and therefore muft a&t Jike him; you 
are his reprefentatives, but if you judge unrighteoufly you mi 
reprefent him. ‘The judgment is Ais, and therefore he will ” 
protect you in doing right, and will certainly call you to ac- 
count if you do wrong. And Jafly, He allows them to bring 
all difficult cafes to him, which he would always be ready to 
hear and determine, and to make both the judges and the 
people eafy.— Happy art thou, O ffrael, in fuch a prince as- 
Mofes was. mie a e” 


19 § And when we departed from Horeb, we 
went through all that great and terrible wilder- 
nefs, which you faw by the way of the moun- 
tain of the Amorites, as the Lorp our God com- 
manded us; and we came to Kadeth-barnea. 
20 And I faid unto you, Ye are come unto the 
mountain of the Amorites, which the Lorn our 
God doth give unto us. 21 Behold, the Lorp 
thy God hath fet the land before thee: go up 
and pollefs it, as the Lorp.God of thy fathers 
hath faid unto thee; fear not, neither be dif- 
couraged. 22 & And ye came near unto me 
every one of you, and faid, We will fend men 
before us, and they fhall fearch us out the land, 
and bring us word again by what way we muft 
go up, and into what cities we fhall come. 23 
And the faying pleafed me well: and I took 
twelve men of you, one of atribe. 24 And 
they turned and went up into the mountain, 
and came unto the valley of Efhcol, and fearch- 
ed it out. 25 And they took of the fruit of the 
land in their hands, and brought zt down unto 
us,-and brought us word again, and faid, J¢ is 
a good land, which the Lorp our God doth 
give us. 26 Notwithftanding, ye would not go 
up, but rebelled againft the commandment of 
the Lorp your Ged. 27 And ye murmured in 
your tents, and faid, Becaufe the Lorn hated 
us, he hath brought us forth out of the land of 
Egypt, to deliver us into the hand of the Amo- 
rites, to deftroy us. 28 Whither fhall we go 
up? our brethren have difcouraged. our heart, 
faying, The people zs greater and. taller than 
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we, the cities ave great, and walled up to hea- 
ven, and moreover, we have feen the fons of 
the Anakims there. 29 Then I faid unto you, 
Dread not, neither be afraid of them. 30 The 
Loep your God which goeth before you, he 
fhall fight for you, according to all that he did 
for you in Egypt before youreyes. 31 And in 
the wildernefs, where thou haft feen how. that 
the Lorp thy God bare. thee as a man doth bear 
his fon, in all the way that ye went, until ye 
came into this place. 32 Yet in this thing ye 
did not believe the Lorp your God, 33 Who 
went in the way before you, to fearch you out, 
a place to pitch. your tents iz, in fire by night 
to fhew you by what way ye fhould go, and in 
a cloud by day. 34 And the Lorp heard the 
voice of your words, and was wroth, and {ware, 
faying, 25 Surely there {hall not one of thefe 
men of this evil generation fee that good land, 
“which [fware to give unto your fathers. 36 


Save Caleb the fon of Jephunneh, he fhall fee | 


it, and to him will I give the land that he hath 
trodden upon, and to his children, becaufe he 
hath wholly followed the Lorv. 37 Alfo the 
Lorp was angry with me for your fakes, faying, 
Thou alfo thalt not goin thither. 38 But Jo- 
fhua the fon of Nun, which ftandeth before 
thee, he fhall go in thither. Encourage him: 
for he fhall caufe Ifrael to inherit it. © 39 More- 
over, your little ones, which ye faid {hould be 
a prey, and your children which in that day 
had no knowledge between good and evil, they 
fhall go in thither, and unto them will I give 
it, and they fhall poffefs it. 40 But as for you, 
turn ye, and take your journey into the wilder- 
neis, by the way of the Red-fea. 41 Then ye 
anfwered and {aid unto me, We have finned a- 
gainft the Lorp, we will go up and fight, ac- 
cording to all that the Lorp our God command- 
ed us. And when ye had girded on every man 
his weapons of war, ye were ready to go up in- 
to the hill. 42 And the Lorn faid unto me, 
fay uato them, Go not up, neither fight, for I 
am not among. you; left ye be {mitten before 
your enemies. 43 Sol {pake unto you, and ye 
would, not hear, but rebelled againft the com- 
mandment of the Lorn, and went prefumptu- 
oufly up into the hill. 44 And the Amorites 
which dwelt in that mountain, came aut againtt 
you, and chafed you. as bees do, and deftroyed 
you in Sei, even unto Hormah. 45 And ye 
returned and: wept before the Lorp ; but the 
Lorp would not hearken to your voice, nor give 
ear unto you. 46 $0 ye abode in Kadefh ma- 
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ny days, according unto the days that ye abode 
there. | 


Mofes here makes a large rehearfal of that fatal turn which 
was given them by their own fin, and God’s wrath, when 
from the very borders of Canaan, the honour of conquering 
it, and the pleafure of poflefling it, that whole generation was _ 
hurried back into the wildernels, and their carcafes fell there. 
Tt was a memorable ftory; we read it, Numb. xi. and xiv. 
but divers circumftances are found here which are not related 
there. 

Firff, He minds them of their march from Horeb to Ka- 
defh-barnea, (ver. 19.) through that great and terrible wilder- 
nefs. This he takes notice of, (1.) To make them fenfible 
of the great goodnefs of God to them, in guiding them through | 
fo great.a wildernefs, and proteéting them from the mifchiefs 
they were furrounded with in fuch a serrible wildernefs. The 
remembrance of our dangers fhould make us thankful for our 
deliverances. (2.) To aggravate the folly of thofe who in 
their difcontent would go back again to Egypt through this 
wildernefs, thongh they had forfeited, and had no reafon to 
expect the divine conduct in fuch a retrograde motion. 

Secondly, He thews them how fair they /food for Canaan 
at that time, ver. 20, 21.: He had told them with triumph, 
the land is fet before you, go up and poffe/s it. He lets them fee 
how near they were to a happy fettlement, when they put a 
bar in their own door, that their fin might appear the more 
exceeding finful. It will aggravate the eternal ruin of hypo- 
crites, that they were not far from the kingdom of God, and yet 
came fhort, Mark xii. 34. 

Thirdly, He lays the blame of fending the {pies upon thems 
which did not appear in Numbers ; there it is faid, chap. sili. 
1. that the Lord dire&ted the fending of them, but here we 
find that the people firlt defred it, and God in permitting it 
gave them up to ¢heir own coun/els, ver. 22. Ye faid, We will 
Jend men before us.—Mofes had given them God’s word, ver. 
20, 21. but they could not find in their hearts to rely upon 
that ; human policy goes further with them than divine wil- 
dom, and they will needs light a candle to the fun. As if it 
were not enough that they were fure of a God before them, 
they mutt fend men before them. 

Fourthly, He repeats the report which the {pies brought of 
the goodnefs of the land they were fent to. furvey, ver. 24, 
25. The bleflings God has promifed are truly valuable and 
defirable, even the unbelievers themfelves being judges: Never 
any looked into the Aoly /and, but they mult own it a good 
land.—Yet they reprefented the difficulties of conquering it 
as infuperable, ver 28.3 as if it were im vain to think of at-- 
tacking them either by battle, for the people are taller than we, 
or by fiege, for the cities are walled up to heaven: An hyper- 
bole they made ufe of to ferve their ill purpofe, which was to 
difhearten the people ; and perhaps therein they intended to. 
reflect on the God of heaven himfelf, as if they. were able to. 
defy him, like the Babal-builders, the top of whofe socuer mutt 
reach to heaven, Gen. xi. 4. Thofe’ places only are walled 
up to heaven that are compaffed with God’s favour, as. with a 
Shield. 


encourage them, when their brethren faid fo much to difcou- 


| rege them, ver. 29. Then I faid unto you, Dread not.—Mofes 


fuggelted enough to have ftilled the tumult, and to have kept. 
them with their faces towards Canaan.—He affured them, 


that God. was prefent with them, and prefident among them,- 
~ and would certainly fight for them, ver..3>.. And for. proof of 


his power over their enemies, he refers them to what they. had 


vantages 


Lifihly, He tells them what pains he took with them fo | 


{ven done in Egypt, where their enemies had all poflible ade 


Chapels. 
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vantages againft them, and yet were humbled and forced to 
yield, ver. 30. And for proof of God’s yood-will to them, 
and the real kindnefs he intended them, he refers them to 
what they had feen in the wildernefs, ver. 31, 33. through 
which they had been guided by the eye of divine wifdom, in a 
pillar of cloud and fire, which direéted both their motions, and 
their refts; and had been carried in the arms of divine grace, 
with as much care and tendernefs as ever any child was borne 
in the arms of a nurfing-father. And was there any room 
left to diftruft this God? or were they not the moft ungrate- 
ful people in the world, who after fuch fenfible proofs of the 
divine goodnefs hardened their hearts in ihe day of temptation ? 
Mofes had complained once that God had charged him to 
carry this people as a nurfing-father doth the fucking child, Numb. 
Xi. 12. but here he owns it was God that fo carried them; 
and perhaps this is alluded to Adts xiii. 18. where he is faid 
to bear them, or to fuffer their manners. ; 

Sixthly, He chargeth them with the fin they were guilty of 
upon this occafion. ‘Though thofe he was now fpeaking to 
‘were a new generation, yet he lays it upon them, 2 rebelled, 
and ye murmured; for many of thefe were then in being, 
though under twenty years old, and perhaps were engaged in 
the riots; and the reft inherited their fathers vices, and {mar- 
ted for them. Obferve what he lays to their charge. (1.) 
Difobedience and rebellion againft God’s law. Ye would not 
go up, but rebelled, ver. 26. The rejecting of God’s favours is 
really a rebelling againft his authority. (2.) Invidious reflec- 
tions upon God’s goodnefs. They bafely faggelted, ver. 27. 
Becaufe the Lord hated us, he hath brought us out of Egypt. 
What could have been faid more abfurd and difingenuous, and 
more reproachful to God? (3.) An unbelieving heart at the 
bottom of all this, ver. 32. Ye did not believe the Lord your 
God. A\ll our difobedience to God’s laws, and diftruft of 
his power and goodnefs, flows from a difbelief of his word. 
A fad pafs it is come to with us, when the God of eternal 
truth cannot be believed ! 

Seventhly, He repeats the fentence pafled upon them for 
this fin, which now they had feen the execution of, [1.] 
They were all condemned to die in the wildernefs, and none 
of them muft be fuffered to enter Canaan, except Caleb and 
Jothua, ver. 34, 35, 36. Solong they muft continue their 
wanderings in the wildernefs, that moft of them would drop 
off of courfe, and the youngeft of them fhould be cut of: Thus 


- they could not enter in becaufe of unbelief. It was not the: 


breach of any of the commands of the Jaw that fhut them out 
of Canaan; no, not the golden calf; but their difbelief of 
that promife which was typical. of gofpel-grace: 'I'o fignify, 
that no fin will ruin us but unbelief, which is a fin again{t the 
semedy. [2.] Mofes himfelf afterwards fell under God’s 
difpleafure for a hafty word they provoked: him to fpeak, ver. 
37. The Lord was angry with me for your fakes. Becaufe 
all the old ftock mutt go off, Mofes himfelf muft not {tay be- 
hind. ‘Their unbelief let death into the camp, and when he 
is entered even Mofes falls within his commiffion. [3.] Yet 
here is mercy mixed with this wrath. 1. That though Mofes 
might not bring them into Canaan, Jofhua fhould, ver. 38. 
Encourage him, for he would be difcouraged from taking up a 
government which he faw Mofes himfelf fa// under the weight 
of; but let him be affured he fhall accomplifh that for which 
he is raifed up, he /hall caufe Ifrael to inherit it. “Thus what 
the law could not do in that it was weak, Jefus, ovr Fofbua, 
doth, by bringing in the better hope. 2. That though this 
generation fhould not enter Canaan, the next fhould, ver. 39. 
as they had been cho/en for their fathers fakes, fo their children 
might juftly have been rejeéfed for their fakes. But mercy re- 
joiceth againft judgmeitte — 
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Lighthly, He minds them of their foolifh and fruitlefs attempt 
to get this fentence reverfed when it was too late. (1.) They 
tried it by their reformation ip this particular: Whereas they 
had refufed to go up again{t the Canaanites, now they would 
go up, ay, that they would, in all hafte, and they girded on 
their weapons of war for that purpofe, ver. 41. Thus when. 
the door is fhut, and the day of grace is over, there will be 
found thofe that fland without and knock.—But this,. which 
looked like a reformation, proved but a further rebellion: God 
by Mofes prohibited the attempt, ver. 42. yet they qet pre- 
fumptuoufly up to the hill, ver. 42.5 aéting now in contempt of 
the threatening, as before in contempt of the promife, as if 
they were governed by a {pirit of contradiction, And it foed 
accordingly, ver. 44. They were chafed and dejlroyed, and 
by this defeat which they fuffered, when they had provoked 
God to leave them, they were taught what fuccefs they might 
have had if they had 4ept themfelves in his love. (2.)'Uhey 
tried by their prayers and tears to get the fentence reverfed, 
ver. 45. They returned and wept before the Lord. While they 
were fretting and quarreling, it is faid, Numb xiv. 1. They 
wept that night; thefe were tears of rebellion again{t God,, 
thofe were tears of repentance and humiliation before God. 
Note, Tears of difcontent muft be wept over again: The for. 
row of the world worketh death, and ts to be repented of ; itis not’ 
fo with godly forrow, that will end in joy. Bat their weeping 
was all fo no purpofe, Fhe Lord would not hearken to your 
voice; béecaufe you would not hearken to his; the decree was: 
gone forth, and, like Efau, they found no: place. of repentance, 
though they fought it carefully with tears. rey! 


Ca Ae Pe TG 
Mbfes in this chapter proceeds in the rebearfal of God’s prow 
vidences concerning Ifrael in their way to Canaan, yet 
preferves not the record of any thing that happens during: 
their tedious march back to the Red-Jfea, in which they 
wore out almofi thirty-eight years, but paffeth that over 
in filence, as a dark time, and makes hrs narrative to bee 
gin again when they faced about towards Canaan, ver. Ty. 
—3, and drew towards the countries that were inhabited 3: 


concerning which God bere gives them diredtion. Y. What 
nations they muf? not give any diflurbance to. (1.) Not 


to the Edomites, ver. 4,—8: 2.) Not to the Moukives, 

ver, 9. Of the antiquities of whofe country with that of 
the Edomutes, he gives Jome account, ver. tOy—12 And’ 
here comes in an account of their paffing the river Zered,, 
ver, 13,—16. (3.): Nor to the Ammouites, of whofe 

country here is fome account given, vet. 1'7,—23. | Ii.. 
What nations they /bould attack and conquer. They muff 

begin avith Eihon, king of the Amorites, ver. 24;—26. And 
accordingly, 1. They had a fair occafion of quarreling: 
with him, ver. 26,—32. 2. God gave them a-camplete 
widory over hit, Ver. 35,—3 7 


. 9 (ome we turned, and took our journey in. 


to the wildernefs, by the way of the Red~ 
fea, as the Lorp fpake unto me: and. we com 
pafled mount Seir many days. 2 And the 
Lorp {pake unto me, faying, 3 Ye have com- 


. pafled this mountain long enough: turn you 


northward. . 4 And command thou the people, 


_faying, Ye are to pafs through the coaft of 


your ‘brethren the children of Efau, which. 
dwell in Sei, and they fhall be afraid of you.: 
take ye good heed uuto yourfelves therefore.. 

5 Meddle: 


582 : 


§ Meddle not with them: for I will not give 
you of their land, no not fo much asa foot 
breadth, becaufe I have given mount Seir unto 
Efau for a pofleffion. 6 Ye thall buy meattof 
‘them for morniey, that ye may eat; and ye shall 
-alfo buy water of them for money, that ye may 
drink. 4 For the Loxp thy God hath bleffed 
thee in all the works of thy hands: he know- 
eth thy walking through this great wilderne(s : 
“thefe forty years the Lorp thy God bath been 
with, thee, thou haft lacked nothing. 


Here is, [1.] A fhort account of the long ftory of Irael 
in the wildernefs ; We compaffed mount Seir many days, ver. 1- 
‘Near thirty-eight years they wandered in the defarts of Seir ; 
probably in fome of their refts they ftayed feveral years, and 
never ftirred: God by this not only chaffifed them for their 
murmuring and unbelief, but, (1.) Prepared them for Canaan, 
-by bumbling them for fin, teaching them to moriify their lutts, 
- to follow God, and to comfort themfelves in him. It is a 


work of time to make fouls meet for heaven, and it muft be _ 


done by a long train of exercifes.—(2.) He prepared the Ca- 
naanites for deftruétion; all this time the meafure of their ini- 
quity was in the filling; and though it might ‘have been im- 
proved by them as a fpace to repent, it was abufed by them to 
the hardening of their hearts: Now the hoft of Hrael was> 
once repulfed, and after that was fo long entangled, and feem- 
ingly loft in the wildernefs, they were fecure, and thought the. 
danger was over from. that quarter, which would make the 
next attempt of Lfrael upon them the more dreadful. 

[2.], Orders given them to turn towards Canaan: Though 
God contend long, he will not contend for ever ; though 
TIfrael may be long kept waiting for deliverance and enlarge- 
ment, it will come at laf. The vifionis for an appointed time, 
and at the end it fhall [peak, and not lie. 

[3.] Acharge given them not to annoy the Edomites. 1. 
They muft.not offer any hoftility to them as enemies, ver. 4, 
5. Meddle not with them. (1.) They muft not improve the 

advantage they had againft them by the fright they would be 
put into upon Ifrael’s' approach. They fhall be afraid of you, 
knowing your {trength and numbers, and the power of God 
engaged for you; but donot you think that their fears making 
them an eafy prey, you may therefore prey upon them ; no, 
Take beed to yourfelves. There is need of great caution, and 
a ftrict government of our own fpirits, to keep ourfelves from 
injuring thofe we have an advantage again{ft. Or, this caution 
is given tothe princes; they mult not only not meddle with 
the: Edomites themfelves, but not permit any of their foldiers to 
meddle with them. (2.) They muft not revenge upon the 
‘“Edomites the affront they gave them in refufing them paflage 
through their country; Numb. xxiii..21.- Thus before God 
brought Ifraely to deffroy their enemies in Canaan, he taught 
them to forgive their enemies in Edom. (3.) They muft not 
expect to have any part of their land given them for a poffef- 
fion ; mount Seir was already fettled upon the Edomites, and 
they muft not, under pretence of God’s covenant and condua, 
think to feize for themfelves all they could lay hands on. Do- 
minion is not founded in grace. God’s Ifrael fhall be well 
placed, but muft not expect to be placed alone in the midft of the 
earth, Ifa. v. 8. 
[4.] They muft trade with them as neighbours: Buy meat 


and water of them, and pay for what they bought, ver 6. Re. . 


-ligion muft never be made a cloke for injuftice, The reafon 
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given, ver. 7. is, becaufe God hath bleffed thee, and hitherte — 
thou haft lacked nothing ; and therefore, (1.) Thou neede/t not 
beg ; {corn to be beholden to Edomites when thew haft a God 
all-fafficient to depend upon. Thou haft wherewithal to pay 
for what thou calleft for, thanks to the divine blefling ; ufe 
therefore what thou haft, ufe it chearfully, and do not {punge 
upon the Edomites.. (2.) Therefore thou mu/f not eal. ‘Thou 
haft experienced the care of the Divine Providence concerning . 
thee; in confidence of which for the future, and in a firm be- 
lief of its all-fufficiency, never ufe any indirect methods for thy _ 
fupply. Live by thy faith, and not by the fword. 


8 And when we paffed by from our brethren 
the children of Efav, which dwelt in. Seir, 
through the way of the plain from Elath, and 
from Ezion-gaher, we turned and paffed by the 
way of the wildernefs. of Moab. «9 And the 
Lorp faid_ unto me, Diftrefs not the Moabites, 
neither contend with them in battle: for I will 
not give thee of their land for a poffeffion, be- 
caufe I have given Ar unto the children of Lot 
fora poflefiion. 10 The Emims- dwelt therein 
in times paft, a people great, and many, and tall 
as the Anakims; 11 Which alfo were account- 
ed giants, as the Anakims, but the Moabites 
call them Emims. 12.The Horims alfo dwelt 
in Seir before time, but the children of Efau 
fucceeded them, when they.had deftroyed them 
from before them, and dwelt in their ftead, as 
Ifrael did unto, the land of his poffeflion, which 
the Lorp gave unto them. 13 Now rife up, 
faid I,and get you over the brook Zered: and 
we went over the brook Zered. 14 And the 
{pace in which we came from Kadefh-barnea, 
until we were comé over the brook Zered, was 
thirty and eight years; until all the genera- . 
tion of the men of war’ were waited out from 
among the hoft, as the Lorn fware unto them. 
15 For indeed the hand of the Lorp was againft 
them, to deftroy them from emong the hoft, 
until they were confumed. ~16 GF So it came 
to pafs, when all the men of war were confu- 
med and dead from among the people, 17That 
the Lorp {pake unto me;faying, 18 Thou art 
to pafs over through Ar, the coaft-of Moab, this 
day. 19 And when thou comeft nigh over a- 
gaint the children of Ammon, diftrefs them not, 
nor meddle with them : for I will’not give thee 
of the land of the children of Ammon any pof- 
feffion, becaufe I have given it unto the chil- 
dren of Lot fora pofleflion. 20 (That alfo was 
accounted a land of giants, giants dwelt there- 
in in old time, and the Ammonites call them ~ 
Zamzummims, 21 A people great, and many, 
and tall as the Anakims; but the Lorp de+ 
{troyed them before them, and they fucceeded 

! ties them. 
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wer. 22. of which we read, Gen. xxxvi. 20. 


-under that name, 2 Kings xvii. 31. 
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them, and dwelt in their ftead : 22 Ashe did 
to the children of Efau which dwelt in Seir, 
when he deftroyed the Horims from before 


~ them, and they fucceeded them, and dwelt in 


their ftead even unto this day: 23 And the 
Avims which dwelt in Hazerim, even unto Az- 
zah, the Caphtorims which came forth out of 
Caphtor, deftroyed them, and. dwelt in their 
ftead.) 


It is obfervable here, that Mofes fpeaking of the Edomites, 
ver. 8. calls them, our brethren the children of E/jau ; though 
they had been unkind to Ifrael in refufing them a peaceable 
paflage through their country, yet he calls them brethren; for 
though our relations fail in their duty to us, we muft retain a 
fenfe of the relation, and not be wanting in our duty to 
them as there is occafion 

Now in thefe verfes, we have, 

{1.] The account which Mofes gives of the original of the 
nations which he had here d¢cafion to fpeak of, the Moabites, 
Edomites, and Ammonites. We know very well from other 
parts of his hiftory whofe pofterity they were; but here he 
tells.us how they came to thefe countries in which Ifrael found 
them. They were not the Aborigines, or firft planters. But, 
(1.) The.Moabites dwelt in a country which had belonged to 
to a numerous race of giants, called Lmims, i. e. terrible ones, 
as tall as the Anakims, and perhaps more fierce, ver. 10, if. 
(3-) The Edomites in like manner difpoffeffed the Horim 
from mount Seir, and took their country, ver. 12. and again, 
(3. The Am- 
monites likewife got pofleflion of a country that had formerly 
been inhabited by giants, called Zamzummims, crafty men, or 
wicked men, ver. 20, 21.3 probably the fame that are-called 
Zuzims, Gen. xiv..5. He illuftrates thefe remarks by an in- 
{tance older than any of thefe; the Caphtorim (who were a- 


- Kin to the Philiftines, Gen. x. 14.) drove the Avim out. of 


their country,,and took poffeffion of it, ver. 23:° The learned 
Bifhop Patrick fuppofes thefe Avites being expelled here to 
have fettied in Affyria, and to be the fame people we read of 
Now thefe revolutions 
are recorded, 1. Io fhew how foon the world was peopled af- 
ter the flood; fo well peopled, that when a family grew nu- 


merous they could’ not. find a place to fettle in, at leaft in that. 


part of the world, but they muft drive out thofe. that were al- 
ready fettled. 2 To fhew that the race is not to the fwift, 
nor the battle to the firong , Giants were expelled by thofe of 
ordinary ftature ; for probably thefe giants, like thofe before. the 
flood, (Gen. iv. 4.) wer€ notcrious tor impiety and oppreffion, 
which brought the judgments of God upon them, again{t which 
their great ftrength would be no defence. , 3. To fhew what 
uncertain things wordly poffefions are, and how often they 
change their owners: It was fo of old, and ever will be fo. 
Families decline, and from them eftates are transferred. to fa- 


snilies that increafe ; fo little confiftency or continuance is. 


there in thefe things.. 4. To encourage the children of Ifrael, 
who were now going to take poffeffion of Canaan, againft the 
difficulties they would meet with, and to fhew the unbelief of 


_ thofe that were afraid’ of the fons of Anak, to whom the giants 


here faid to be conquered are compared, ver. 11, 21. If the 


4 providence of God had done this for Moabites or Ammonites, 


much more would his promife. do it for Ifrael, his peculiar 
people. ‘ye 
[2.] The advances which’ Ifrael made towards Canaan; 


they paffed by the way of the wilderne/s of Moab, ver. 8. and. 
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then went over the brook or vale of Zered, ver. 13. And 
there Mofes takes notice of the fulfilling of the word God had 


_ fpokea concerning them, ‘{‘hat noné of thofe that were num- 
~ bered at mount Sinai fhould fee the and that God had promi- 


fed, Numb. xiv. 23.: According to that fentence, now they 
began to fet their faces towards Canaan, and to have it in their 
eye s notice is taken of their being all deftroyed and confumed, 
and not a man of them left, ver. 14. Common providence, . 
we may obferve, in about thirty-eight years ordinarily raifeth 
a new generation, fo that in that time few remain of the old’ 
ones; but here it was entirely new, and none at all remained 
but Caleb and Jofhua ; for indeed the hand of the Lord was a- 
gainft them, ver. t§. Thefe cannot but wafte till they are con- 
fumed, who have the and of God azainft them. Obferve If 
rael is not called to engage with the Canaanites till all the men-: 
of war, the veteran regiments, that had been ufed to hardfhip, | 
and had learned the art of war from the Egyptians, were con- - 
Jumed and dead from among the people, ver. 16.3 that the con- 
queft of Canaan being effected by an hoft of new raifed men,. . 
trained up in a wildernefs, the excellency of the power might 
the more plainly appear to be of God, and not of man. 

[3.] The caution given them not to meddle with the Moab- 
ites or Ammonites, whom they muft not difleize nor fo much. 
as difturb in their poffefions. Diffrefs them not, nor contend 
with them, ver.g. ‘Though the Moabites aimed to ruin Ifrael, . 
Numb. xxii. 6. yet Ifrael muft not aim to ruin them. Ifo- 
thers defign us a mifchief, that will not juftify us in defigning | 
them a mifchief. But why muft not the Moabites and Am- 
monites be meddled with? (1.) Becaufe they were the chil. 
dren of Lot, ver. 9, 19. righteous Lot, who kept his integrity - 
in Sodom. Note, Children often fare the better in this world. 
for the piety of their anceftors ; the feed of the upright, though- 
they degenerate, yet are bleffed with temporal good things. 
(2.).Becaufe the land they were poflefled of was what God 
had given them, and he did not defign it for Hracl. Even. . 
wicked men have a right to. their worldly poffeffions, and muaft 
not de wronged. "The tares are allowed their place in the field, , 
and muft not be roofed out until the harveft. God gives and | 
preferves outward bleflings to- wicked men, to. fhew that thefe 
are not thé beft things, but he has better in ftore for his own... 
children. 


24 4 Rife ye up, take your journey, and pafs . 
over the river Arnon:. behold, I have given 
into thy hand Sihon the Amorite king of Hefh- 
bon, and his land :. begin to poflefs zt, and con- - 
tend with him: in battle.. 25~*This day will I: 
begin to put the dread of thee, and the fear of. 
thee upon the nations that are under the whole - 
heaven, who fhall hear-report of thee, and fhall 
tremble, and be in anguifh becaufe of. thee. 
26° And I fent mefiengers out of the wilder 
nefs of Kedemoth, unto Sihon king of Hefhbon, . 
with words of peace, faying, 27- Let me pats 
through thy land: I will go along by the high- 
way, I will.neither turn: unto the right hand.’ 
nor to the left. 28 Thou (halt fell me meat 
for money, that I'may eat ; and give me water - 
for money, that I-may drink: only I will pafs. 
through on my feet: 2g (As.the children of 
Efau which dwell in Seir, and the Moabites . 
which dwell in. Ar, did unto me) until I fhall. 

pals 
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pafs over Jordan, into the land which the Lorp 
our God giveth us.. 30 But Sthon king of Hefh- 
bon would not let us pafs by him: for the Lorp 
thy God hardened his fpirit, and made his heart 
obftinate, that he might deliver him into thy 
hand, as appeareth this day. 3: And the Lorp 
faid unto me, Behold, I have begun to give Si- 
hon and his land before thee: begin to pofleis, 
that thou mayeit inherit his land. 32 Then 
Sihon came out againtt us, he and all his people, 
to fight at Jahaz. 33 And the Lorp our God 
delivered him before us, and we {mote him, and 
his fons, and all his people. 34 And we took all 
his cities at that time, and utterly deftroyed the 
men, and the women, and the little ones of eve- 
ry city ; we left none to remain: 35 Only the 
cattle we took for a prey unto ourfelves, and the 
{poil of the cities which we took. 36From Aroer, 
which zs by the brink of the river of Arnon, 
and from the city that is by the river, even unto 
Gilead, there was not one city too ftrong for us: 
the Lorn our God delivered all unto us. 37 On- 
ly unto the land of the children of Ammon thou 
cameft not, zor unto any place of the river Jab- 
bok, nor unto the cities in the mountains, nor 
unto whatfoever the Lorp our God forbade us. 


God having tried the felf-denial of his people in forbidding 


them to meddle with the Moabites and Ammonites, and they. 


having quietly paffed by thofe rich countries, and though fupe- 
rior in number, not made any attack upon them, here he re- 
compenfeth them for their obedience by giving them poffeflion 
of the country of Sihon king of the Amorites. If we forbear 
what God forbids, we fhall receive what he promifeth, and 
fhall be no lofers at laft by our obedience, though it may feem 
for the prefent to be to our lofs. Wrong not others, and God 
thall_ right thee. 

[1.] God gives them commiffion to feize upon the country 
of Sihon king of Hefhbon, ver. 24, 25. ‘This was then Goa’s 
way of difpofing kingdoms, but fuch particular grants are not 


now either to be expected or pretended. In this commiflion, — 


obferve, (1.) Though God affured them the land fhould be 
their own, yet they mutt beftir themfelves, and contend in battle 
with the enemy. What God gives we muft endeavour to get. 
(2.) God promifed, that when they fight he will fight for 
them. Do you begin to poffefs it, and J will begin to put the 
dread of you upon them. God would di/pirit the enemy, and 
fo deflroy them ; would magnify L/rael, and fo terrify all thofe 
againft whom they were commiffioned. See Exod. xv. 14. 

[2.] Mofes fends to Sihon a meflage of peace, only begs a 
paflage through his land, with a promife to give his country no 
dilturbance, but the advantage of trading for ready money with 
fo great a body, ver. 26,—29. Mofes herein did neither dif 
obey God, who bid him contend with Sihon, nor diffemble 
with Sibon; but doubtlefs it was by divine direction that he 
did it, that Sihon might be left tnexcufab/e, though God har- 
dened his hearts This may illuftrate the method of God’s 
dealing with thofe to’ whom he gives his gofpel, but doth not 
give grace to belitve it. 

[3-] Sihon began the war, ver. 32. God having made his 
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heart obflinate, and hid’from his eyes the things that belonged» 
to his peace, ver. 30. that he might deliver him into the hand of 
Zfracl. .Thofe that meddle with the people of God, meddle 
to their own hurt; and God fometimes ruins his enemies by 
their own refolves. See Mic. iv. 11,—12. Rev xvi. rq. 
{4.] Ifracl was victorious. (1.) They put all the Amo- 
rites to the {word, men, women, and children, ver. 33, 34- 
This they did as the executioners of God’s wra'h; now the _ 
meafure of the Amorites iniquity was ful/, Gen. xv. 16.3 and. 
the longer it was in the filling, the forer was the reckoning at 
laft. This was one of the devoted nations ; they died not as 
Lfrael’s enemies, but as facrifices to divine juftice, in the offer- 
ing of which facrifice Ifrael was employed as a hingdom of 
pricfs. The cafe being therefore extraordinary, it ought not 
therefore to be drawn into a precedent for military executions, 


which make no diftin@ion, and give no quarter. They will 


have judgment without mercy, that /hew no mercy. (2.) They 
took pofleflion of all they had, their cities, ver. 34. Their 
goods, ver. 35. and their /und, ver. 36. The wealth of the fin- 
ner is laid up for the juft. What a new world did Ifrael now 
come into! Mott of them were born, and had lived all their 
days, in a vaft howling wildernefs, where they knew not what 
either fields or cities were, had no houfes to dwell in, neither 
fowed nor reaped, and now of a fudden to become matters of 
a country fo well built, fo well hufbanded ; this made them a- 
mends for their long waiting, and yet it was but the earneft of 
a great deal more. Much more joyful will the change be which 
holy fouls will experience, when they remove out of the wil- 
dernefs of this world to the better country, that is, the heavenly, 
to the city that has foundations. 


Ci 2A Pot TH: ee ca 
Mofes in this chapter relates, 1. The conqueft of Og king of Ba- 
Jean, and the feizing of his country, ver. 1,—11. IL. The 
diftribution of thefe new conquefts to the two tribes and a half, 
ver. 12,—17. Under certain provifos. and limitations, vere 
18,—20. IIL. The encouragement given to Fofbua to carry 
on the war which was fo glorioufly begun, ver. 21, 22. iV« 
Moafes’ requeft to go over into Canaan, ver. 23,2 5.3; with 
the denial of that requeft, but the grant of an equivalent, ver. 
26,—29. : 
HEN we turned, and went up the way to 
Bafhan: and Og the king of Bafhan 
came out againft us, he and all his people, to. 
battle at Edrei. 2 And the Lorn faid unto | 
me, Fear him not: for I will deliver him, and 
all his people, and his land, into thy hand, and 
thou fhalt do unto him as thou didft unto Si- 
hon king of the Amorites, which dwelt at Hefh- 
bon. 350 the Lorp our God delivered into - 
our hands Og alfo king of Bafhan, and all ~ 
his people: and we fmote him until none was 
left to him remaining. 4 And we took all his 
‘cities at that time, there was nota city which 
we took not from them, threefcore cities, all 
the region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in | 
Bafhan, 5 All thefe cities. were fenced with 
high walls, gates and- bars, befide unwalled- 
towns a great many. 6 And we utterly de- 
ftroyed them, as we did unto Sihon king of © 
Heihbon, utterly deftroying the men, women, 
and 


“ 
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and children of every city. 7 But all the cat- 
tle, and the {poil of the cities, we took for a prey - 


toourfelves 8 And we took at that time out 
of the hand of the two kings of the Amorites, 
the land that was on this fide Jordan, from the 
river of Arnon unto mount Hermon: 9 (Which 
Hermon the Sidonians call Sirion: and the A- 


- morites call it Shenir) 1o All the cities of the 


plain, and all Gilead, and all Bafhan, unto 
Salchah and Edrel, cities of the kingdon of Og 
in Bafhan: 11 For only Og king of Bafhan 
remained of the remnant of giants; behold, 
his bed-ftead was a bed-tftead of iron: is it 
it not in Rabbath of the children of Ammon? 
nine cubits was the length thereof, and four 
cubits the breadth of it, afterthe cubit of a 
man, 


We have here another brave country delivered into the 
hand of Ifrael, that of Bafhan. The conqueft of Sihon and 
Og are often mentioned together to the praife of God, the ra- 
ther becaufe in thefe Ifrael’s triumphs began, Pfal. cxxxv. 
1L.=—CXXXVi. 19. 

See, [1.] How they got the maftery of Og, a very formi- 
dable prince: (1.)-Very /erong, for he was of the remnant of 
the giants, ver. 11. His perfonal ftrength was extraordinary ; 
a monument of which was preferved by the Ammonites in his 
bed-flead, which was fhewed asa rarity in their chief city. 
You might guefs at his weight by the materials of his bed-ftead ; 
i was iron, as if a bed ead of wood were too weak for him 
to truft to: And.you might guefs at his /lature by the dimen- 


_ frons of it; it was nine culits long, and four cubits: bread: 


ai 
me 


“hoppers. 


which, fuppofing a cubit to be but Aalfa yard, (and fome 
earned men have made it appear to be fomewhat more;) was 
four yards and a half long, and two yards broad; and if we 
allow his bed to be two cubits longer than himfelf, and that is 
as much as we need allow, he was three yards and a half high, 
double to the f{tature of an ordinary man, and every way pro- 


a -portionable ; yet they /mote him, ver. 3. | Note, When God 


pleads his people’s caufe, he can deal with giants as with graf- 
No man’s might can fecure him againft the Al- 
mighty. His army likewife was very powerful, for he had the 
command of fixty fortified cities, befides unwalled towns, ver. 5.5 
yet all this was nothing before God’s Ifrael, when they came 
with commifion to deftroy him. (2.) He was very flout and 
daring ; he came out againft Ifrael to battle, ver. 1. It was 
wonder he did not take warning by the ruin of Sihon, and fend 
to defire conditions of peace ; but he trufted to his own ftrength 
znd {o was hardened to his own deftruétion. Note, Thofe 


- that are not awakened by the judgments of God upoa others, 


but perfilt in their defiance of heaven, are ripening apace for 
the like judgments upon themfelvcs, jer. 11. 8. God bid Mo- 
fes not fear him, ver. 2. If Mofes himfelf wasfo {trong in 


faith as not to need the caution, yet it is probable the people 


needed it; and for them thefe frefh aflurances are defigned, 7 


_. will deliver him into thine hand, Not only deliver ‘thee out of | 


bis hand, that he fhall not be thy ruin ; but del ver bim inéo 


thy hand, that thou fhalt be bis ruin, and make him pay dear 


for his attempt. He adds, Thou fhak do unto him as thou 
¢idft unto Sihon ; intimating, that they ought to be encouraged 
by their former victory to truft in God tor another victory ; 


for he is God, and changeth not. 


Vou. I. 
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{2.] How they got poffeffion of Bathan, a very defirable 
country. They took all the cities, ver. 4. and all the pail of 
them, ver. 7.; they made them all their own, ver. 10. fo that 
now they had in their hands all that fruitful country which lay 
eaft of Jordan, from the river Arnon unto Hermon, ver. 8. 
Their conquering and poflefling of thefe countries was intend- 
ed, not only for the encouragement of Ifrael in the wars of 
Canaan, but for the fatisfaction of Mofes before his death ; be- 
caufe he muft not live to fee the compleating of their victory 
and fettlement, God thus gives him a fpecimen of it. ‘Thus 
the Spirit is given to them that believe, as the earneft of their 
inheritance, until the redemption of the purchafed poffeflion. 


12 And this land which we poffefled at that. 
time, from Aroer, which is by the river Arnon, 
and half mount Gilead, and the cities thereof, 
gave I unto the Reubenites, and to the Gadites.: 
13 And the reft of Gilead, and all Bafhan, being 
the kingdom of Og, gave I unto the half-tribe 
of Manaffeh; all the region of Argob, with all 
Bafhan, which was called the land. of giants. 
14 Jair the fon of Manaffeh took all the coun- 
try of Argob, unto the coafts of Gefhuri, and 
Maachathi; and called them after his own name, 
Bafhan-havoth-jair, unto this day. 15 And I 
gave Gilead unto Machir.. 16 And unto the 
Reubenites, and unto the Gadites, I gave from 
Gilead even unto the river Arnon, half the val- 
ley, and the border, even unto the river Jabbok, 
which is the border of the children of Ammon: 
17 The plain alfo, and Jordan, and the coaft 
thereof, from Chinnereth even unto the fea of 
the plain, even the falt-fea, under Athdoth- 
pifgah eaftward. 184 And J commanded you 
at that time, faying, ‘he Lorp your God hath 
given you this land to poflefs it: ye fhall pafs 
over armed before your brethren the children 
of Ifrael, all that are meet for the war. 19 But 
your wives, and your little ones, and your cat- ~ 
tle, (fur I know that ye have much cattle) fhall 
abide in your cities which I have given you; 
20 Until the Lorp have given reft unto your 
brethren, as well as unto you, and watil they 
alfo poffefs the land which the Lorp your God 
hath giventhem beyond Jordan: and then fhall 
ye return every man-unto his pofleflion which 
l have given you. 


Having fhewed how this eoustry they were now in was con- 
guered, im thefe verfes he fhews how it was /cttled upon the 
Reul- nites, Gadites, and half tribe of Manaffzh, which we had 
the fiory of before, Numb. xxxt. Here is the rehearfal. 

[1.] Mofes fpecifies the particular parts of the country that 
were allotted to each tribe, efpecially the diftribution of the 
lot to the half tribe of Manafleh, the fub-dividing of which 
tribe is obfervable.. Jofeph was divided into Hphraim and Ma- 
nafleh; Manafleh was divided into one half on the one fide 
Jordan, and the other half on the other fide: That here on 


the eaft fide Jordan was again divided into,two grvat families, 
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which had their feveral allotments, Jair, ver. 14. Machir, ver. 15. 
And perhaps Jacob’s prediStion of the fmallnefs of that tribe 
was now accomplifhed in thefe divifions and fub-divifions. Ob- 
férve, that Bafhan is here called the /and of thé giants, becaufe 
it had been in. their poffeflion; but Og was the Jaft of them. 
Thefe giants, it feems, had loft their country, and were root- 
ed out of it fooner thanvany of their neighbours ; for they who, 
prefuming upon their f{trength and ftature, had their band a- 
fain every man, had every man’s hand againft them; and-qwent 
down flain to the pit, though they were the terror of the mighty 
ik the land of the living. 

[2.]} He repeats the condition of the grant which they had 
already agreed to, ver. 18, 19, 20. that-they fhould fend a 
ftrong detachment over Jordan to lead the van in the conqueft 
of Canaan, who fhould not return to their families, at leaft 
not to fettle, (thongh for a time they might retire thither into 
winter-quarters, at the end of a campaign,) till they had feen 
their brethren in as full a poffeflion of their refpective. allot- 
ments; as themfelves were now in of theirs. They muft hereby 
be taught, not to Jook at their own things only, but at the things 
of others, Phil. ti. 4. It ill becomes an Ifraelite to be /elfi/h, 
and to prefer any private intereft before the public welfare. 


When we are at ref, we fhould defire to fee our brethren at | 


reft too, and fhould be ready to do what we can towards it; 
for we are not born for ourfelves, but are members one of 
another. A good man cannot rejoice much in the com- 
forts of his family, unlefs withal he fees peace upon I/rael, 
Pfal. cxxvin. 6. 

21 And I commanded Jofhua at that time, 
faying, Thine eyes have feen all that the Lorp 
your God hath done unto thefe two kings: fo 
fhall the Lorn do unto all the kingdoms whi- 
ther thou pafleft. 22 Ye fhall not fear them: 
for the Lorp your God he fhall fight-for you. 
23 And I befought the Lorn at that time, fay- 
mg, 240 Lorn God, thou haft begun to fhew thy 
fervant thy greatnefs, and thy mighty hand: 
for what God 7s there in heaven or in earth, that 
ean do according to thy works, and according 
to thy might? 25 I pray thee let me go over, 
and. fee the good land that is beyond Jordan, 
that goodly mountain, and Lebanon. 26 But 
the Lorp was wroth with me for your fakes, 
‘and would not hear mes: and the Lorn faid un- 
to me, Let it fuffice thee, fpeak no more unto 
me of this matter. 27 Get thee up into the top 
of Pifgah, and lift up thine eyes weftward, and 
northward; and fouthward, and eaftward, and 
behold zt with thine eyes: for thou fhalt not 
go over this Jordan. 28 But charge Jofhua, and 
encourage him, and ftrengthen him: for he fhall 
go over before this people, and he fhall caufe 
them to inherit the land which thou fhalt fee. 


29 So we abode in-the valley over againit Beth- 


peor. 


Here is, Fir/f, The encouragement Mofes gave to Jofhua, 
who was to fucceed him in the government, ver. 27, 22.5. he 
commanded him not to fear. Thus thofe that are aged and 
experienced in the feryice of God, fhould do all they can to 
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fought the Lord. . Note, We fhoul 


the latter did not. 
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{trengthen the hands of thofe that are young,’ and fetting out 
in religion, T'wo things he would’*have him confider for his 
encouragement. (1.) What God had done. Jofhua had feen 
what a total defeat God had given by the forces of Ifrael to 
thefe two kings, and from thence he might eafily infer, So 


Joall the Lord do to all the rett of the kingdoms we are to make 


war upon. He muft not only infer from thence, that thus the 
Lord can do with them, for his arm is not fhortened ; but thus 
he will do, for his purpofe “is not changed ; he that has begus 
will fini/h ; as for God his work is perfe&.  Jofhua had feen 
it with his own eyes; and the more we have /een of the in- 
{tances of divine wifdom, power, and goodnefs, the more in- 
excufable we are if we fear what man can do untous. (2.) 


What God had promifed. The Lord your Ged he fhall fight 


for you; and that caufe “cannot but be victorious which the 


Lord of hofts fights for. Jf God be for us, who can be againft 
us, fo as to prevail? We reproach our leader, if we follow him 
trembling. Ff 

Secondly, The prayer Mofes made for ,himfelf, and the an- . 
{wer God gave to that prayer. 

[1.] His prayer was, That, if it were God's will, he might. 
go before Ifrael over Jordan into Canaan. 4 that time, when 
he had been encouraging Jofhua to fight [frael’s battles, taking 
it for granted that he muft be their leader, upon that occafion 
he was touched with an earneft defire to-go over himfelf; 
which expreffeth itfelf not in any paflionate and impatient com* 
plaints or reflections upon the fentence he was under, but in 
humble prayers to God for ‘a. gracious reverfing of it; J de-- 
never allow any defires 
in our hearts which we cannot in faith offer up to God by 
prayer; and what defires are innocent, let them be prefented to 
God. We have not, becaufe we afk not. é 

Obferve, 1. What he pleads here, two things; 1/, The. 
great experience he had of God’s goodnefs to Aim in what he 
had done for Ifrael. Thou haf begun to fhew thy fervant thy - 
greatne/s + Lord, perfect what thou haft begun. ~Thou haft 
given me to fee thy glory in the conqueft of thefe two kings,. 
and the fight has affe&ed me with wonder and thankfulnefs ; - 
O let me fee more of the outgoings of my God, my King. 
This great work, no doubt, will be carried on and compleat- 
ed; let me have the fatisfation of /eeing it. Note, The more.- 
we fee of God’s glory in his works, the more we will defire- 
to fee. The works of the Lord are great, and therefore are 


fought out more and more of all them that have pleafure therein. 


2dly, The good impreflions. that had been made upon his heart. 
by what he had feen: for what God is there in heaven and-— 
earth that can do according to thy works !. The more-we are - 

affected with what we have feen of God, and of his wifdom,.. 
power, and goodnefs, the better prépared we are’ for further: ° 
difcoveries... Thofe fhall fee the works of God that admire: ~ 
him in them. Mofes had thus expreffed. himfelf concerning. 
God and his works long before, Exod. xv. r1.-and he ftilb. 
continues of the fame mind, that there areno works worthy ta. 
be compared with God’s works, Pfal. Ixxxvi. 8. 

2. What he. begs; J pray thee, let me go over, ver. 25% 
God had. faid, he /bould not go over; yet he prays he might, 
not knowing but that the threatening was conditional, for it» 
was not ratified with an oath, as that concerning the people 
was, that they fhould not-enter. Thus Hezekiah prayed for. 
his own life, and David for the life of his child, after both. 
had been exprefsly threatened ; and the former prevailed, though. 
Mofes remembered the time when he had > 
by prayer prevailed with God to recede. from the declarations 
he had made. of his wrath again{t: Lfrael, as Exod. xxxii. 14. 


- And why might he not hope in like manner. to prevail for him- 


felf?’ Let me go over and fee the good land. Not, let me'go 
over 


-over and be a prince and ruler theres he feeks not his own ho- 
nour, is content to refign the government to Jofhua; but let 
me go to be a fpectator of thy kindnefs to Ifrael, to. /ee what 
I believe concerning the goodnefs of the land of promife. How 
pathetically doth he fpeak of Canaan? that good land! that 
goodly mountain! Note, Thofe may hope to obtain and enjoy 
God’s favours, that know how to’ value them.—-What he 
“means by that goodly mountain, we may learn from Pfal. xxviii. 
54. where it is faid of God’s Ifrael, that he brought them to the 
border of his fan@uary, even to this mountain which his right 
‘hand had purchafed: Where it is plainly to be underftood of 
the whole land ‘of Canaan, yet with an eye to the fantuary, 
the glory of it. . 

[2.] God's anfwer to this prayer had in it a mixture of 
mercy and judgment, that he might fing unto God of both. 
-(1.) There was judgment in the denial of his requeft, and 
that, in fomething of anger too, ver. 26. The Lord was wroth 
with me for your fakes. God not only fees fin in his people, 
but is much difpleafed with it ; and even thofe that are deli- 
vered from the wrath to come, yet may lie under the tokens of 
God’s wrath in this world, and may be denied fome particular 
favour which their hearts are much upon. God is a gracious, 
tender, loving Father; but he is angry with his children when 
they do amifs, and denies them many a thing that they defire, 
and are ready to cry for. But how was he wroth with Mofes 
for the fake of Ifrael? Either, 1/?, For that fin which they 
provoked him to. See Pfal. cvi. 32, 33. Or, 2dly, The re- 
moval of Mofes at that time, when he could fo ill be’fpared, 
was a rebuke to all Ifrael, and a punifhment of their fin.’ Or, 
3dly, It was for their fakes, that it might be a warning to them 
to take heed of offending God by paflionate and unbelieving 
Speeches at any time, after the fimilitude of his tranfgreflion ; 
for if this were done to fuch a.green tree, what fhould be done to 
the dry ?—He. acknowledges God would not hear him: God 
had often heard him for Ifrael, yet would not hear him for 
himfelf. It was the prerogative of Chrift, the great Interceffor, 
to be heard always: yet of him his enemies faid, He faved o- 
thers, himfelf he could not fave ; which the Jews would not 
have upbraided him with, had they confidered that Mofes, their 
‘great prophet, prevailed for others, but for himfelf he could 
not prevail. Though Mofes being one of the wreftling feed 
of Jacob, did not /eek in vain, yet he had not the thing itfelf 
which he fought for. God may accept our prayers, and yet 
not grant us the very thing we pray for. 

(2.) Here is mercy mixed with this wrath in feveral things. 
tft, God quieted the fpirit of Mofes under the decree that 
was gone forth, by that word, ver. 26. Let it Suffice thee; with 
which word, no doubt, a divine power went to reconcile Mo- 
fes to the will of God, and to bring him to acquiefce in it. If 


God do not by his providence give us what we defire, if by | 


this grace he makes us content without it, it comes much to 
one. Let it fuffice thee to have God for thy Father, and hea- 
ven for thy portion, though thou haft not every thing thou 
wouldeit have in this world. Be fatisfied with this, God is all- 
Sufficient. aie 

~ 2dly, He put an honour upon his prayer, in befpeaking him 
not to infift upon this requeft: Speak no more to me of this mat- 
ter. It intimates, that what God doth not think fit to grant, 
we fhould not think fit to a; and that God takes fuch a 


_ pleafure in the prayer of the. upright, that it- is no pleafure to 


‘him, no, not-in any particular inftance, to give a denial to it. 
3dly, He promifed. him a fight of Canaan from the top of 
Pifgah, ver. 27. Though he fhould not have the poffeffion of 
it, he fhould have the profpect of it; not to ¢antalize him, but 
fuch a fight of it as would yield him true fatisfa@ion, and would 
enable him to form a very clear and pleafing idea of that pro- 
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mifed land. Probably Mofes had'not only his.fight pre/erved 
for other purpofes, but greatly enlarged for this purpofe; for 
if he were not to have fuch a fight of it as others could not | 
have from the fame place, it had been no particular favour to 
Mofes, nor the matter of a promife. Even great believers in’ 
this prefent ftate fee heaven but at a diflance. . 
4thly, He provided him a fucceflor, one who fhguld fupport 
the honour of Mofes, and carry on and complete that glorious’ ’ 
work which the heart of Mofes was fo much upon, the briog- 
ing of Ifrael to Canaan, and fettling them there, ver. 28. 
Charge Fofoua, and encourage him in this work. ‘Thofe to 
whom God gives.a charge, he will be fure to give encourage- 
ment to. And it is a comfort to the church’s.friends, when 
they are dying and going off, to fee God’s work likely to be 
carried on by other hands, when they are filent in the duft. — 


Ug) s ve Be ano Ay 
In this chapter we have, 1. A moft earneft and pathetical ex- 
hortation to obedience, both in general and in fome particular 
inflances, backed with a very great variety of very preffing 
arguments, repeated again and again, and fet before them in 
the moft moving and affectionate manner cmaginable, ver, 1,—~ 
40. Il. The appointing the cities of refuge on that fide 
Fordan, ver. 41,—43. JIL. The particular defeription of 
the place where Mofes delivered the following repetition of the 
law, ver. 44,—49. ; 


OW therefore hearken, O Ifrael, unto the 
ftatutes, and unto the judgments which 
I teach you, for to do them, that ye may hive, 
and go.in and poflefs the land which the Lorp 
God of your fathers giveth you. 2 Ye fhalk not’ 
add unto the word which I command ‘you, nei- 
ther fhall ye diminith oughz from it,that ye may 
keep the commandments of the Lorp your God. 
which Icommand you. 3 Your eyes have feen 


“what the Lorn did becaufe of Baal-peor: for 


all the men that followed Baal-peor, the Lorp 


thy God hath deftroyed them from among you. , 


4 But ye that did cleave unto the Lorp your 
God, are alive every one of you this day. 5 
Behold I have taught you ftatutes and judge- 
ments, even as the Lorp my God commanded 
me, that ye fhould do fo in the land whither 
ye go to poflefs it. 6 Keep therefore, and do 
them ; for this is your wifdom and your under- 
ftanding in the fight of the nations, which fhall 
hear all thefe ftatutes, and fay,Surely this great 


nation 7s a wife and underflanding people. 7° 


For what nation is there fo great, who bath God 
fo nigh unto them, as the Lorp our God is in all 
things that we call upon him for? 8 And what 
nation 7s there fo great, that hath ftatutes and: 
judgments /o righteous as all this law which I 
fet before you this day? g Only take heed to. 
thyfelf, and keep thy foul diligently, left thou 
forget the things which thine -eyes have ‘feen, 
and left they depart from thy heart all the-days 
of thy life: but teach them thy fons, and thy 
4E 2 | fons 


f 


588 


fons fons: 10 Specially the day that thou ftood- 
eft before the Lorp thy God in Horeb, when 
the Lorn faid unto me, Gather me the people 
together, and I will make them hear my words, 
that they may learn to fear me all the days 
that they fhall live upon the earth, and that 
they may teach their children. 11 And ye 
came.near, and ftood under the mountain; and 
the mountain burnt with fire unto the midft of 
heaven, with darknefs, clouds, and thick dark- 
nefs. 12 And the Lorp fpake unto you out of 
the midit of the fire: ye heard the voice of the 
words, but faw no fimilitude, only ye heard a 
voice. 13 And he declared unto you his cove- 
nant, which he commanded you to perform, 
even ten commandments, and he wrote them 
upon two tables of ftone. 14 4 And the Lorp 
commanded me at that time, to teach you fta- 
tutes and judgmients, that ye might do them in 
the land whither ye go over to poflefs it. 15 
Take ye therefore good heed unto yourfelves ; 
(for ye faw no manner of fimilitude on the day 
that the Lorp fpake unto you in Horeb, out of 
the midft of the fire) 16 Left ye corrupt your- 
felves, and make you a graven image, the finai- 
litude of any figure, the likenefs of male or 
female, 17 The likenefs of any beaft that zs 
on the earth, the likenefs of any winged fowl 
that fliethin the air. 18 The likenefs of any 
thing that creepeth on the ground, the likenefs 
of any fifh that 7s in the waters beneath the 
earth: 19 And left thou lift up thine eyes un- 
to heaven, and when thou feeft the fun, and the 
moon, and the ftars, even all the hoft of heaven, 
thouldeft be driven to worfhip them, and ferve 
them, which the Lorpthy God hath divided unto 
all nations under the whole heaven. 20 But 
the Lorn hath taken you,and brought you forth 
out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to 
be unto him a people of inheri itance, as ye are 
this day. 21 Furthermore, the Lorp was an- 
gry with me for your fakes, and {ware that I 
thould not go over Jordan, and that I fhould 
not go in unto that good land which the Lorp 
thy God giveth thee for an inheritance. 22 But 
I muft die in this land, I muft not go over Jor- 
dan: but ye fhall go over and poflefs that good 
land. 23 Take heed unto yourfelves, left ye 
forget the covenant of the Lorp your God, 
which he made with you, and make you a gra- 
ven image, ar the likenefs of any thing which 


the Lorp thy God, hath forbidden thee. 24 


For the Lorp thy God is a confuming fire, even 
2 jealous God. 25 When thou {halt. beget 
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for an inheritance, as it is this. day. 
therefore this day, and confider g¢ in. thine.heart, , 


children, and childrens children, and fhalt have _ 
remained long in the land, and fhall corrupt 
yourfelves, and make a graven image, or the 
likenefs of any thing, a ihall do evil in the 
fight of the Lorp thy God, to provoke him to 
anger: 261 call heaven and earth to witnefs 
againft yon this day, that ye fhall foon utterly 
perifh from off the land whereunto you go over 
Jordan to pofleis it: ye fhall not prolong your 
days upon it, but fhall utterly be deftroyed. 27 
And the Lorp fhall fcatter you among the na-~ 
tions, and ye fhall be left few in number among 
the heathen, whither the Lorp fhall lead you. 
28 And there ye fhall ferve gods, the work of 
mens hands, wood and ftone, which neither fee, 
nor hear, nor eat, nor {mell. 29 But if from 
thence thou fhalt feek the Lorn thy God, thou 
fhalt find bim, if thou feek him with all thy — 
heart and with all thy foul. 30 When thou art 
in tribulation, and all thefe things are come up- 
on thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to 
the Lorp thy God, and fhalt be obedient unto 
his voice, 31 (For the Lorp thy God is a mer- 
ciful God,) he will not forfake thee, neither de- 
ftroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fa- 
thers, which he {ware unto them. 32 For atk 
now of the days that are paft, which were be- 
fore thee, fince the day that God created man 
upon the earth, and a/R from the one fide of 
heaven unto the other, whether there hath been 
any fuch thing as this great thing is, or hath been 
heard like it? 33 Did ever people hear the voice 
of God {peaking out of the midft of the fire, as thou 
haft heard, and live? 34 Or hath God affayed — 
to go and take hima nation from the midit of 
another nation, by temptations, by figns, and 
by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty hand, 
and by a ftretched-out arm, and by great ter-. 
rors, according to all that the Lorp your God... 
did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 35 Un--: 
to thee it was fhewed, that thou mightett know 
that the Lorn he zs God; there is none elfe be-- 
fides him. 36 Out of heaven he made thee to. 


hear his voice, that he might inftruct thee: and: _ 


upon earth he fhewed thee his great fire, ands 
thou heardeft his words out of the midft of the. 
fire. 37 And becaufe he loved. thy fathers, 
therefore he chofe their feed after them, and. 
brought thee .out in his fight with his. mighty 
power out of Egypt: 
from before thee, greater and mightier than. 
thou art, to bring thee in, to give thee their land_ 
39 Know... 


that _ 


38. To drive out nations. — 
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that the Lorn he is God in heaven above, and | 


upon the earth beneath: there is none elfe. 40 


Thou fhalt keep therefore his ftatutes,. and his _ 


commandments which I command thee this 
day, that it may go well with thee, and with 
thy children after thee; and that thou mayett 
prolong thy days upon the earth which the Lorp 
thy God giveth thee for ever. 


This moft lively and excellent difcourfe is fo entire, and the 
particulars of it fo oft repeated, that we mult take it all toge- 
ther in the expofition of it, and endeavour to digeft it into pro- 
per heads, for we cannot divide it into paragraphs. 

I. In general, it is the ufe and application of the foregoing 
hiftory. It comes in by way of inference from it, ver. 1. Mow 
therefore hearken, O Ifrael. This ufe we fhonld make of the 
review of God’s providences concerning us, we fhould by them 
be quickened and eagaged to duty and obedience. The hilto- 
ries of the years of ancient times fhould, in like manner, be 
improved by us. x 

11. The {cope and drift of his difcourfe is to perfuade them 
to keep clofe to God, and to his fervice, and not to forfake him 
for any other god, nor in any in{tance to decline from their 


duty to him. Now, obferve what he faith to them with a great . 


deal of divine rhetoric ; 1/7, By way of exhortation and direc- 
tion; 2d/y, By way of motive and argument, to inforce his ex- 
hortations. 
Firff, See here how he charges and commands them, and 
fhews them what is good, and what the Lord required of them. 
[1.] He demands their diligent attention to the word of 


- God, and to the ftatutes and judgments that were taught them; 


Hearken, O Ifracl. He means. not only that they muft now 
give him the hearing, -but that whenever the book of the law 
was read to them, or read by them, they fhould be attentive 
to it. Hearken to the ftatutes, as containing the great com- 
mands of God, and the great concerns of your own fouls, and 
therefore challenging your utmoft attention. 
had made them hear his word, ver. 10. hear them with a wit- 
nefs. The attention which was then con/frained by the circum- 


-ftances of the delivery, ought ever after to be engaged by the 


excellency of the things themfelves. What God fo /poke once 


_ we fhould Azar twice, hear often. 


[2.] He charges them to preferve the divine law pure and 
entire among them, ver. 2. Keep it pure, and do not add to 
it; keep it entire, and do not dimini/h from it. Not in prao- 


“tice ; fo fome: Ye fhall not add, by committing the evil which 


the law forbids, nor dimini/b, by omitting the goods which the 
law requires; Not in opinion, fo.others: Ye hal! not add. your. 
own inventions, as if the divine inftitution were defective.; nor 
introduce, much lefs, impofe, any rites. of religious worfhip other 
than what God has appointed; nor fhall ye dimini/h, or fet afide, 
any thing that is appointed as needlefs.or. fuperfluous.. God’s 


work is perfed, nothing can be put to.it, or. taken: fromiit, but it 
makes it the worfe. See Eccl. iii..14.. The Jews underftand. 


it as prohibiting the. alteration of the text,, or letter of the law, 
even in the leaft jot or title;; and to their great care and exadt- 
nefs.herein we owe very much, under God, the purity and. in- 


- tegrity of the Hebrew code.. We find a:fence-like this: made 


a 


‘about the New Teftament in the clofe of it, Rev. xxii. 185.19, 


[3.] He charges. them ta keep God’s commandments, ver. 2. 


to do them, ver. 5, 14. to keep and do them, ver..16. to perform. 
the covenant, ver. 13-. Hearing muft:be in order to doing ;_. 


knowing in order to practice. God’s commandments were the 


way they muft.walk. in, the sule.they muft.keep ¢o;. they mutt: 
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govern themfelves by the moral precepts, perform their devo~ 
tion according to the divine ritual, and adminifter juftice ac- 
cording to the judicial law. He concludes his difcourfe, ver. 
4>. with this repeated charge, Thou /balt keep his fatutes ank 
his commandinents which I command thee. What are laws made 
for but to be ob/erved and obeyed ? 

[4.} He charges them to be very fri& and careful in their 
obfervance of the law, ver. 9, Only take heed to thyfelf, and 
keep thy foul diligently ; and, ver. 15. Take ye therefore good’ 
heed unto yourfelves ; and again, ver. 23. Take heed unto your- 
jelves.  Thofe that would be religious mult be very cautious,. 
and walk circum/pedly. Confidering how many temptations: 
we are compafled about with, and. what corrupt inclinations we 
have in our own bofoms, we have gréat need to: look. about USy. 
and to keep our hearts with all diligence. Thofe cannot walk: 
aright that walk carelefsly and at all adventures. 

[5-] He charges them particularly to take: heed’ of the fin: 
of idolatry, that fin which of all other they would be molt. 
tempted to by the cuftoms of the nations, were nioft addiéted. 
to by the corruption of their hearts, and would: be molt pro- 
voking to God, and of moft pernicious confequence to them~ 
felves: Take good heed left in this matter ye corrupt yourfelvess. 
ver. 15, 16. ‘T'wo forts of idolatry he cautions them againtt.. 

(1.) The worfhip of images, however by them they might 
intend to worfhip the true God, as they had done in the gold 
en calf; fo changing the truth of God into a lie, and his glory: 
into foame. ‘Vhe fecond commandment is exprefsly directed i- 
gantt this, and it is here enlarged upon, ver. 15,18. Take 
heed, ef? ye corrupt yourfelvesy 1. e. lelt ye debauch yourfelves 3. 
for they that think to make images of God, form in their minds. 
fuch notions: of him as muft needs be an inlet to all impleties 3. 
and it is intimated that it is a {piritual adulterye And take heed. 
left you defirey yourfelves; if any thing ruin you, this will be 
it. Whatever you do, make no: fimilitude of God, ether in & 
human fhape, male or female, or in the fhape of any dca/? or fowl,. 
Serpent or fji/h; for the heathen worfhipped their gods by images 
of all thefe kinds, being either not abie to form, or not willing 
to admit that plain demonttration which: we find, Hof. viii. 6, 
The workman made it; therefore it is not God. To reprefent 
an infinite f{pirit by an image, aod’ the great Creator by the i- 
mage of a.creature, is the greate{t affront we can put upon God, 
and the greateft cheat we can put upon ourfelves.. 

As an.argument. again{t.their making images of God; he 
urgeth it very much upon them; that‘ when God made himfelf 
knowm to them at Horeb, he did it by a voice of words, which. 
founded in their ears ;. to teach them; that faith comes by hear 
ing, and:God:in the word is-nigh-us, but not by an image pre- 
fented to their eye; for to fee God as, he is,.is referved for our 
happimefs.in the other world’; and'to fee himvas he is not, will: 
do us hurt, and no good, in this-world. Ye faw no fimilitudes 
ver. 12.0 manner of fimilitude, ver. 15. It is probable they’ 
expected-to have feen fome fimilitude, for they were ready ta 
break through unto the Lord,. to gaze; Exod. xix. 21.. But 
all that they faw was light and fire, and nothing that they could 
make an.image of ; God in. infinite wifdom fo- ordering the 
manifeftation of himfelf, becaufe of the peril of idolatry. an 1$ 
faid indeed of Mofes, that he bebeld the fimihiude of the Lord, 
God allowed hirn-that favour, becanfe he was 
above the temptation of idolatry :- But for the people who were 


newly come from:admiring the idols of Egypt, they mutt fee. 


no refemblance of. God, left they fhould have. pretended to 


, copy-it,-and fo fhould have received: the fecond commandment. 


in vain; for (faith Bithop Patrick) they. would’ have thought 
that that forbade them only to make any other’ reprefentation 
of God befides that wherein he thewed himfelf to then, in 
which they would haye concluded it lawful te reprefent him:. 

a Lett 
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Let this be a caution to us, to take heed of making images of 
God in our fancy and imagination when we are worfhipping 
him, left thereby we corrupt ourfelves, There may be idols m 
the heart where there are none in the fanduary. 

(2.) The worfhip of the fun, moon, and ftars, is another 
fort of idolatry they are here cautioned againft, ver. 14. This 
was the tirft and. moft ancient idolatry of all other, and the 
mott plaufible, drawing the adoration to thofe creatures that 
not only are in a fituation above us, but are moft fenfibly glori- 
ous in. thémfelves, and moft generally ferviceable to the worlds 
and the plaufiblenefs of it made it the more dangerous. _ It is 
intimated here, 1/7, How ftrong the temptation is to fenfe; for 
the caution is, Le/? thou hould/? be driven to worfbip them by 
the {trong impulfe of a vain imagination, and the impetuous 
torrent of the cuftoms of the nations. 
to walk after the eye, which, in our corrupt and degenerate 
{tate it is very apt to do. When thou feeft the fun, moon, and 
flars, thou wilt fo admire their height and brightnefs, their re- 
gular motion, and powerful influence, that thou wilt be {trong- 
ly tempted to give that glory to them which is due to him that 
made them, and made them what they are to us, gave them 
their beings, and made.them bleffings to the world. It feems 
there was need of a great deal of refolution to arm them againtft 
this temptation, fo: weak was their faith in an invifible God, 

: and an invifible world.. 2dly, Yet he fhews how weak the 
temptation would be to thofe that would ufe their reafon ; for 


thefe pretended deities, the fun, moon, and flars, were only — 


bleflings which the Lord their God, whom: they were obliged 
to worfhip, had imparted to all nations. It is abfurd to’ wor- 
Ship them; for, 1. They are man’s fervants, were made and 
ordained to give light on the earth ; and fhall we ferve thofe 
‘that were made to ferve us? The fun in Hebrew is called 
Shemifh, which fignifies a fervant; for it is the minifter general 
of this! vifible world, and holds the candle to-all mankind; Jet it 
not then be worfhipped as a lord.. 2. They are God's: gifts; 
he has imparted them: Whatever benefit we have by them, we 
owe it to him; it is therefore highly injurious to him, to give 
that honour and praife to them which is due to. sim only. 
[6.] He charges them #o teach their children, to obferve the 
‘Yaw of God: Teach-them thy fons, and thy fons fins, ver. 93 
that they may teach their children, ver..10. (1.) Care muft be 
taken in general to preferve the entail of religion among them, 
and to tranfmit the knowledge'and worfhip of God to pofte- 


rity; for the kingdom of God in Ifrael was defigned to be — 
(2.) Pa- - 


perpetual, if they did not forfeit the privilege of it. 
rents muft, in order hereunto, particularly take care to teach 


their own children the fear of God, and to train‘ them upinan | 


obfervance of all his commandments. 


[.7.] He charges them never to forget their duty, ver. 23. 
Take heed, lef you forget the covenant of the Lord your God. 


Though God ts ever mindful of the covenant, we are apt to — 


forget it; and that is at the bottom of all our departures from 
God. We have need therefore to watch. againft all thofe 
things which would put the convenant out of our minds, and 
to watch over our own hearts, left at any time we let it flip; 
and fo we mutt take heed, le{t at any time we forget our religion, 
left we lofe it, or leave it off. - Care, and caution, and holy 
watchfulnefs, are the beft he!ps againft a bad memory. Thefe 
are the direGtions and commands he gives them. 

Secondly, Let us fee now what are motives or arguments with 
which he backs thefe exhortations. How doth he order the 
caufe before them, and fill his mouth with: arguments! And a 
great deal he has to fay on God’s behalf: Some of his topics 
are indeed peculiar to that people, yet applicable to us. But, 
gapon the whole, it is evident, that religion has reafon on its 
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fide, the powerful charms of which ail that are irreligious wil. | 
fully {top their ears to. ; Peeks cay 
[4.] He urges the greaine/s, glory, and gocdne/s of God. 

Did we confider what a God he is with whom we have to do, 
we would furely make confcience of our duty to him, and would 
not dare to fin againft him. He minds them here, (1.) That 
the Lord Fehovah is the one only living and true God. This 
they. mutt énow and confider, vet. 39. ‘There are many things 
which we know, but are not the better for, becaufe we do 
not confider them; we do mot apply them to ourfelves, nor 
draw proper inferences from them. This is a truth fo evi- 
dent, that it cannot but be &zowz, and fo improvable, that, if 
it were duly confidered, it would effectually reform the worlds 
That the Lerd Jehovah he is God, an infinite and eternal Be- 
ing, felfexiftent, and felf-fufficient, and the fountain: of all be- 
ing, power, and motion; that he is God in heaven above,. clo- 
thed with all the glory, and Lord of all the hofts, of the upper 
world; and that he is God upon earth beneath, which, though 
diftant from the throne of his. glory, is not out of the reach 
of his fight and power; and though defpicable and + mean, is: 
not below his care and cognizance. And there is none elfes no 
true and living Ged but he. All the deities. of the heathen 
were counterfeits and ufurpers; nor did any of them fo. much 
as pretend to be univerfal monarchs in heaven and’ earth, but 
were only /oca/ deities. Ifrael, that worfhipped no other ‘but 
the fupreme Numen, were for ever inexcufable if they eith 

changed their God, or negleéed him. (2.) Vhat he is a confi 
ming fire, a jealous God, ver. 24. Take heed of offending 


him; for, 1/7, He has”a jealous eye to difcern an affront: He 


muft have your entire affe@ion and adoration, and will by no — 
means endure a rival. God’s jealoufy over us is‘a good rea- 
fon for our godly jealoufy over ourfelves, 2d/y, Hevhas'‘a 
heavy hand to punifh an affront, efpecially in his worfhip, for 
there he is in a fpecial manner jealous: He is a con/uming fire; 
his wrath againft finners is fo; it is dyeadful and deftroying, 
it is ayfery indignation which will devour the adverfaries, Heb. 
x. 27. Fire confumes only that which is fuel for it; fo. the 
wrath of God faftens upon thofe only who. by their own fin 
have fitted them/ehves for deftrudtion, 1 Cor. iti. 13. Ifa. xxvii. 
4. Even in the New Teftament we find the fame argument 
urged upon us as a reafon why we fhould ferve God with re- 
verence, Heb. xu. 28, 29.; becaufe though he be our God, 
and a rejoicing light to thofe that ferve him faithfully, yet he is 
a confuming fire to thofe that trifle with him. (3.) hat yet he 
is a merciful God, ver. 31. It comes in here as an encourage- 
ment to repentance, but might ferve as an inducement to obe- 
dience, and a confideration proper. to prevent their apoftacy. 
Shall we forfake a merciful God, who will never forfake us, as 
it follows here, if we be faithful unto him? Whither can we 
go to mend ourfelves? Shall we forget the covenant of our 
God, who wiil not forget the covenant of our fathers? Let us 
be held to our duty by the bonds of love, and prevailed with 
by the mercies of God to cleave to him. 
[2.] He urges their relation to this God, his authority over 
them, and their obligations to him. The commandments yeu 
are to keep and do are not. mine, faith Mofes, not my inven- 
tions, not my injunctions, but they are the commandments of 
the Lord, framed by inficite wifdom, enatted by fovereign pow- 
er. He is the Lord God of your fathers, ver. 1. fo that you 
are his by inheritance ; your fathers were his, and you were 
born in his houfes He is the Lord your God, ver..2. fo that 
you are his by your own confent. He is the Lord my God, 
ver. 5. fo that I treat with yon as his agent and ambafladors 
and in his name Mofes delivered unto them all: that, and that 
only, which he had received from the Lord. ca ebalgenee 
[3-] He urges the wifidom of being religious, yer. 6. For 
v] this 


. 
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this is your wifdom in the fight of the nations : In keeping God’s 
commandments, (3.) ‘They would a& wifely for themfelves, 
this is your wifdom s It 1s not. only agreeable to right reafon, 
but highly conducive to our true intereft. This is one of the 
firft and moft ancient maxims of divine revelation, the fear of 


the Lord, that is wifdom, Job xxviii. 28. (2.) They would 


canfwer the expectations of their neighbours, who, upon reading 
or hearing the precepts of the law that was given them, would 


conclude, that certainly the people that were governed by this 
law were a wi/e and underflanding people. Great things may 
jultly be looked for from thofe that are guided by divine reve- 
lation, and unto whom are committed the oracles of God ; they 
muft needs be wifer and better than other. people. _ And fo 
they are, if they are ruled by the rules that are given them ; 
and if they are not, though reproach may for their. fakes be 
calt upon the religion they profefs, yet it will in the end. cer- 
tainly return upon themfelves to their eternal confufion. Thofe 
that enjoy the benefit of divine light and laws, ought to carry 
themfelves fo as to fupport their own reputation for wifdom and 
‘honour, (fee Eccl. x. 1.) that God may be glorified thereby. 

. (4) He urges the fingular advantages they enjoyed by vir- 
tue of the happy eftablifhment they were under, ver. 7, 8. Our 
eommunion with God (whichis the higheft honour and hap- 
pinefs we are capable of.in this-world) is kept. up by the word 
and prayer ; in both thefe Hrael was-happy. above any people 
under heaven. 

(1.) Never. was any people fo privilegediin /peaking to God, 
wet.7. He was. nigh unto them in all that they calléd upon 
him for,—ready to anfwer their inquiries, and relolve them by 
his oracles ; ready to anfwer their reque/ls, and to grant them, 
by’a particular providence.. When they had cried unto God 


for bread, for water, for healing, they had found him near. 


them; to fuccour and relieve them, a very prefent help, and in 


- the midft of them, Pfal. xlvi.3,-5. His ear is: open.to their 


prayers.—Obferye, 1. It is the chara&er of God’s Ifrael, that 
on all occafions they call’ upon him, in every thing they make 
their requefis known to God. ‘They do nothing but what they 
confult him in, they defire nothing but what they come to him 
for. 2, Thofe that call upon God fhall certainly find him 


_ within call, and ready to give an-anfwer of peace to every 


_ prayer of faith. See Ifa. lviti. 9. 


for the nurfe, and he fhall fay, Here I am, what. doth my dear 


child cry for? 3. This is a privilege which.:makes the Ifrael: 


ef God truly great and honourab/e: What can go further than 
this to magnify a people or perfon ?. Is any name more illuftri- 


* ous than that-of. Z/racl, a prince with-God ? What nation is 
there fo great ? Other nations might boaft of greater numbers;:, 
larger territories, and more ancient incorporations ; but.none:. 
‘could boaft of .fuch an intereft in heaven as Ifrael had : they 
had their gods, butnot. fo nigh to them.as. \frael’s God.was ; - 
they could not. help them-in a time of ‘need, as.1 Kings xviii... 


19. 
(2.) Never was any people fo privileged in hearing from 
God by the:flatutes and judyments which were .fet before them, 


_ ver. 8.° This-alfo was the grandeur of Ifrael above..any peo-» 
ple, What nation-ts there fo great that:hath ftatutes. and judge- 


ments fo righteous ? Oblerve, iff, That: all the flatutes and 


judgments-of the divine law are infinitely jufPand righteous, a- 
bove the ftatates. and. judgments of any of the mations, . The. 
law -of God. is far more-.excellent than the law-of nations. : 


No law fo confonant to natural.equity, and:.the unprejudifed 
dictates of right reafon, fo-confiftent. with itfelf in all the parts 
of it, and fo conducive to the welfare and intereft of mankind, 
as the {cripture-law is, Pial: cxix..128..  2d/y, The having of 


.thefe ftatutes and judgments fet before them, is the true and 
tranfcendent greaine/s of any nation or people. See Pfal,. - 
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| fhould. never forget,them. 


Thou foalt cry, as the child» 


59% 


It is an horiour to us that we have the Bible 
in reputation and power among us} it is an evidence of a peo- 
ple’s being Aigh in the favour of God, and a means.of making 
them high among the nations. They that. magnify the law 
fhall be magnified by it. 

f<..} He urges God’s glorious appearances to them at mount 
Sinai, when he gave them this law. This he infifts much 
upon. Take heed, lef thou forget the day that thou ftoodeft 
before the Lord thy God in Horeb, ver. 10. Some of them 
were now alive that could remember it, though they were then 
under twenty years of age: And the reft of them might. be 
faid to ftand there in the loins of their fathers, who received 
the law, and entered into covenant there; not for themfelves 
only, but for their children, to whom God had an eye particu- 


- larly in giving the law, that they might teach i their children, 


‘T'wo-things they muft remember, and one would think they: 


1. What they faw at_mount Sinai, ver. 11. They faw a 
{trange compofition of fire and darknefs, both dreadful and very - 
awful. 
The darknefs made the fire in the midit of it more dreadful; 
fires in the night are moft dreadful: And the fire made the 
darknefs that furrounded it’ the more.azw/fu/; for it, mult needs 
be a ftrong darknefs which fuch a firedid not difperfe. In - 


allufion to this appearance upon mount Sinai’ God is faid to « 
fhew himfelf for his people, and againft his and their enemies, . 
* in frre and darknefs together, Pfal. xviii. 8, 9. 


He tells them again, ver. 36. what they faw, for he would - 


have, them never to forget it; he /hewed thee his great fires - 


One. flahh of lightning, that fire from. heaven, {trikes an awe 


upon us ;-and fome have obferved, that moft- creatures natural- - 
_ly turn their face towards the lightening, as ready”.to receive .- 
the impreflions of it; but how dreadful then muft a conftant™— 
fire from heaven be! It gave an earneft-of the day of judge- - 


ment, in which the:Lord Jefus. fhall be revealed in flaming | 
Sires ; 

As he minds them:of what they /aw, fo:he.tells them what. 
they /aw not ; no. manner of fimilitude, from which. they might - 


form either an: idea of God in their-fancies, .oran image of — 
God in-their high places. —By what we /ee of God, fuficient - 


ground is given us to believe him a Being of infinite power 


and perfeétion, but no-occafion given us to fufpect-him to have * 


a body fuch as we have. 


2. What:-they heard at' mount Sinai, ver. 12. The Lord ’ 
Jpake unto you with an intelligible voice, in your. own language, -.. 


and. you beard it. This he enlargeth upon towards the..clofe 


of his difcourfé, ver. 325-33, 36. (1.) They. heard the voice « \ 
God manifefts himfelf to all: 
the world in the works of creation, without fpeech ar language, . 


of God peaking from heaven. 


and.yet their voice is heard, Pfal. xix. 2. . But*to’ Ifrael he 


made himfelf-known dy /peech, and language, condefcending to 


‘the weaknefs of the church’s infant ftate.. Here was:the:woice 


of one.crying in the wilderne/s, to prepare the way of the Lord, - 
(2.) They. heard it out of the midff of the fires which thewed, » 
that it was God himfelf that-fpoke to them; for who elie. - 
could dwell with: devouringfire. . God fpake to, Job out of the ~ 


whirlwind, which was terrible ;. bat to. Hrael .out of the fre, 
which was more terrible. .We. have reafon to be thankful that 
he doth not thus fpeak to us, but by men like ourfelves, whofe 
terror-foali not makeus afraid, Job xxxui:.6, 7. .(3.)-They 
heard it, and yet lived, ver. 33. It was a wonder of »mercy: 
that-the fire.did not devour them, .or that “they: did not die 
for.fear, when Mofes himfelf trembled. .(4,) Never any .peo= 
ple heard the like. He bids them enquire of ‘former days,.. 
and diftant places, and they will find this favour of God to If- 
sael, without precedent or parallel, ver. 32... This Singular ho- - 
nour: = 


And they muft needs be a mighty foil to each other: ~ 


s 
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nour done them, called for fingular obedience. It might juft- 
Yy be expected they fhould do more for God than other peo- 
ple, fince God had done fo much more for them. 

[6.] He urges God’s gracious appearances for them, ia 
bringing them out of Egypt, from the iron-furnace, where 
they laboured in the fire, forming them into a people, and then 
taking them to be Ais own people, a people of inheritance, ver. 
‘20. This he mentions again, ver. 34, 34, 38. \ Never did 


God do fuch a thing for any people: The rife of this nation | 


‘was quite different from the origin of all other nations, (1.) 
‘They were thus dignified and diflinguifhed ; not for any thing 
in them that was deferving or inviting, but becaufe God had a 
kindnefs for their fathers, he chofe them. See the reafons of 
free grace; we are not beloved for our own fakes, but for Ais 
fake who is the great Truffle of the covenant. 2. They were 
delivered out of Egypt by miracles and figns, in mercy to them, 
and in judgment upon the Egyptians; againft whom God 
Srreiched out his arm, which was fignified by Mofes ftretching 
out his hand in fummoning the plagues. (3.) They were de- 
Signed for a happy fettlement in Canaan, ver. 38. Nations 
mutt be driven out from before them, to make room for them, 
to fhew how much dearer they were to God than any other 
people were. Egyptians and Canaanites muft both be facri- 
ficed to Hrael’s honour and intereft. They that ftand in If 
rael’s light, in Ifrael’s way, it is at their peril. / 

[7-] He urges God’s righteous appearance againf? them 
fometimes for their fins. He inftanceth particularly in the 
matter of Peor, ver. 34. This had happened very lately ; 
their eyes had feen but the other day the fudden deftruction 
of thofe that joined themfelves to Baal-peor, and the preferva- 
tion of thofe that clave to the Lord; from which they might 
eafily infer the danger of apoftafy from God, and the benefit 
of adherence tohim. He alfo takes notice again of God’s 
difpleafure again{t himfelt, ver. 12, 22. The Lord was angry 
with me for your fakes. “He mentions this to try their inge- 
nuity, whether they would really be troubled for the great 
prejudice they had occafioned to their faithful friend and lead- 
er. Others fuffering for our fakes fhould grieve us more than 
our own. 

[8.] He urges the certain benefit and advantage of obedi- 
ence. This argument he begins with, ver. 1. That ye may 

. five, and go in and poffefs the land; and this he concludes 
with, ver. 40. That it may go well with thee, and with thy 
children afier thee. "He minds them that they were upon their 
good behaviour, their profperity would depend upon their piety. 
if they kept God’s precepts, he would undoubtedly fulfil his 
promifes. 

[9.] He urges the fatal confequences of their apoftafy from 
God, that it would undoubtediy be the ruin of their nation. 
This he enlarges upon, ver. 25,—31. Where, 

1#, He forefees their revolt from God to idols ; that in 


procefs of time, when they had remained long in the land, and - 


were fettled upon their lees, they would corrupt them/elves, 
and make a graven images this was the fin that would moft 
eafily befet them, ver. 25. 

2d/y, He foretels the judgments of God upon them for 
this, Ye fhall utier’y be deftroyed, ver 6.3 Scattered among the 
siations, ver. 27. And their fin fhould be made their punith- 
ment, ver. 28. There fhall ye ferve gods, the work of mens 
ands, be compelled to ferve them whether ye will or no; or, 
through your own fottifhnefs and. f{tupidity, you will find no 
better fuccours to apply yourfelves to in your captivity.— 
Thofe that caft off the duties of religion in their profperity, 
cxanot expect the comforts of it when they come to’be in dif- 
trefse Jullly are they then fent to the gods whom they have 
Served, Judg. x. 14. . ie ; 
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| they came forth out of Egypt; 


> Chap. IV. 


3dly, Yet he encourages them to hope that God would re- _ 
ferye mercy for them in the latter days 5 that he would by his . 
judgments upon them bring them to repentance, and take them 
again into covenant with himfelf, ver. 29, 3¢s 316 Where. 
obferve, (1.) That whatever place we are in, we may from 
thence feek the Lord our Ged, though ever fo remote from our 
land, or from his holy temple. There is no part of this earth 
that has a gulph fixed between it and heaven. (23: They, 
and they only, fhali find God to their comfort, who feck him 
with all their heart, i. e. that are entirely devoted to him, and 
earnefily defirous of his favour, and folicitous to obtain it. (3.) 
A ffliGions are fent to engage and quicken us to feck God, and 
by the grace of God working with them many are reduced to 
their right mind. When ¢he/2 things are come upon thee it is 
to be hoped thou wilt turn to the Lord thy God, for thou feett 
what comes of turning from him. See Dan. 1X. If, 12 
(4.) God’s faithfulnefs to his covenant encourageth us to hope: 
that he will not rejeé& us, though we are driven to him by af- 
fiction. If we at length remember the covenant, we fhall find — 
that he has not forgotten it. : 

Now let all thefe arguments be laid together, and then fay, 
Whether religion has not reafon on its fide? None caft off the 
gover-~ent of their God, but thofe that have firft abandoned 
the unaerftanding of a man, 


41 4 Then Mofes fevered three cities on this 
fide Jordan, toward the fun-rifing: 42 That _ 
the flayer might flee thither, which fhould kill 
his neighbour unawares, and hated him not in 
times paft; and that fleeing unto one of thefe 
cities, he might live: 43 Name/y, Bezer in the 
wildernefs, in the plain-country of the Reuben- 
ites; and Ramoth in Gilead, of the Gadites ; 
and Golan in Bafhan, of the Manaflites. 44 7 
And this zs the law which Mofes fet before the 
children of Ifrael: 45 Thefe are the teftimo- 
nies, and the ftatutes, and the judgments, which 
Mofes fpake unto the children of Ifrael, after 
46 On this fide 
Jordan in the valley over againft Beth-peor, in 
the land of Sihon king of the Amorites, who 
dwelt at Hefhbon, whom Mofes and the chil- 
dren of Ifrael {mote, after they were come 
forth out of Egypt: . 47. And they pofiefied 
his land, and the land of Og king of Bafhan, 
two kings of the Amorites, which were on this 
fide Jordan, toward the fun-rifing; 48 From 
Aroer, which zs by the bank of the river Arnon, 
even unto mount Sion, which is Hermon, 49 
And all the plain on this fide Jordan eaftward, 
even unto the fea of the piain, under the {prings. 
of Pifgah. 

Here is, [1.] The nomination of the cities of refuge on 
that fide Jordan where Ifrael now Jay encamped. Three ci- 
ties were appointed for that purpofe; one in the lot of Reu- | 
ben, another in that of Gad, and another in that of the half — 
tribe of Manaffeh, ver. 41, 42, 43. What Mofes could do — 
for that people while he was yet with them, he did to give 
example to the rulers that were fe'tled, that they might obferve 
them the better when he was gone. - » a 

{2.] The 


plata ei eee ais 
“) othapv. @ 


_ [2.} The-introduaion to another fermon that Mofes 
- preached to Ifrael, which we have in the following chapters. 
Probably it was preached the next /abbath day after, when 
~ the congregation attended to receive in{truction. He had in 
general exhorted them to obedience in the former chapter, 
here he comes to‘repeat the law which they were to obferve ; 
for he demands an univerfa/, but not an implicit, obedience. 
How can we do our duty, if we do not know it? Here there- 
fore he /ets the law befsre them, as the rule they were to work 
by, the way they were to walk in; fets it before them as the 
glafs in which they were to fee their natural face, that look- 
“ing into this perfeét law of liberty they might continue there- 
in. Thefe are the teftimonies, the ftatutes, and the judgments, 
the moral, ceremonial, arid judicial laws, which had been enac- 
ted before, when Ifrael was newly come out of Egypt, and 
were now repeated on this fide Fordan, ver. 44, 45, 40. The 
piace where Mofes gave ther thefe laws in charge is here par- 
ticularly defcribed. It was, (1.) Over-againf{ Beth-peor, an 
idol-temple of the Moabites, which perhaps Mofes fometimes 
Jooked towards with a particular caution to them againft the 
infeGion of that and-other fuch like dangerous places. (2.) 
it was upon their new conquetts, in the very land which they 
had got out of the hands of Sihon and Og, and were now ac- 
tually in poffeflion of, ver. 47. Their prefent triumphs here- 
in were a powerful argument for obedience. 


CPA, -V. 

In this chapter we have the fecond edition of the ten com- 
mandments. J. The general intent of them; they were 
in the nature of a covenant between God and Ifrael, ver. 

: 1,—5. IL. The particular precepts are repeated, ver. 6, 
215. with the double delivery of them, both by word and 
oe wriing, ver. 22. ILL. The fetthng of the correfpondence 

from thenceforward between God and Irael, by the medi- 
re ation and minifiry of Mofes. (1.) It was Lfrael’s humble 
ie petition that it might be fo, ver. 25,—27- (2-) Jt was 
Gods gracious grant that it /hould be fo, ver. 28,—31. 
~ And from hence he infers the obligation ‘they were under 

. to obedience, ver. 32. : 


k | 
bs ND Mofes called all Ifrael,-and faid unto 


% them, Hear, O Ifrael, the ftatutes and 
judgments which I fpeak in your ears this day, 
that ye may learn them, and keep and do them. 
2 The Lorp our God made a covenant with us 
in Horeb. 3 The Lorp made not this cove- 
nant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who 
are all of us here alive this day. 4 The Lorp 
talked with you face to face in the mount, out 

of the midift of the fire, 5 (I ftood between the 
Lorn and you at that time, to {hew you the 
word of the Lorn: for ye were afraid by rea- 
fon of the fire, and went not up into the mount,) 
 faying, — 

7 Here, [1.] Mofes fummons the affembly. He called all 
id. Lfrael ; not only the elders, but, it is likely, as many of the 
ee people as could come within hearing, ver. 1. f 
| “them were not above God’s command, nor the meaneft of 
| * them below his cognifance; but they were all concerned to 
| hear what they were all bound to do. 

[2.] He demands attention. Aear, O Lfrae/: hear and 
heed, hear and remember: Hear, that you may “arn, and 
_ eep, and do, elfe your hearing is to no purpofe. When we 
SM OLS 2. ) 
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hear the word of God we moft fet ourfelves to Aarn it, that 
we may have it ready to us upon all occafions; and what we 
haye dearned we mu{t put in pratice, for that is the end of 
hearing and learning ; not to fill our heads with notions, or 
our mouths with talk, but to reétify and dire& our affections 
and converfations. 

[3.] He refers them to the covenant made with them in 
Horeb, as that which they muft govern themfelves by.. See 
the wonderful condefcenfion of. divine grace, in turning the 
command into a covenant, that we might be the more encou- 
raged init by the di@ine promi/e, both which are fuppofed in the 
covenant. The promifes and threatenings annexed to fome of 
the precepts, as to the 2d, 3d, and 5th, make them amount te 
a covenant. Obferve, (1.) The parties to this covenant. 
God made it not with your fathers, not with Abraham, Ifaac, 
and Jacob; to them God gave the covenant of circumcifion, 
A&s vit. 8. but not that of the ten commandments. ‘Vhe light 
of divine revelation fhone gradually, and the children were 
made to know more of God’s mind than their fathers had 
done. The covenant was made with us, or our immediate 
parents, that reprefented us before mount Sinai, and tranfac- 
ted for us. (2.) The publication of this covenant ; God him- 
{elf did, as it were, read the articles to them, ver. 4. He 
talked with you face to face, “ word to word,” fo the Chaldee. 
Not in dark vifions, as of old he {pake to the fathers, Job. tv. 
12, 13. but openly and clearly, and fo as that all the thonfands 
of Ifrael might hear and underftand. He fpake to them; and 
then received the anfwer they returned to him: Thus was it 
tranfacted face to face. (3.) The mediator of the covenant, 
Mofes flood before God and them at the foot of the mount, ver. 
5. and carried meflages between them; both for the fettling 
of the preliminaries, Exod. xix. and for the exchanging of 
the ratifications, Exod. xxiv. 
Chrift, who flands between God and man, to foew us the word 


of the Lord: A blefled Day’s-man, that has laid his hand up-» 


on us both, fo that we may both hear from God, and fpeak 
to him, without trembling. 


6 ¥ I am the Lory thy God; which brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, from the houfe 
of bondage. 7 Thou fhalt have none other 
gods before me. 8 Thou fhalt not make thee 
any graven image, or any likenefs of any thing 
that zs in heaven above, or that zs in the earth 
beneath, or that zs in the waters beneath the 
earth. g Thou fhalt not bow down thyfelf an- 
to them, nor ferve them: for 1 the Lorp thy: 
God ama jealous God, vifiting the iniquity of 
the fathers upon the children, unto the third 


and fourth generation of them that hate me, — 


10 And fhewing mercy unto thaufands, of them 
that love me, and keep my commandments. 
11 Thou fhalt not take the name of the Loxp 
thy God in vain: for the Lorn will not hold 
him guiltlefs that taketh his name in vain. 12 


Keep the fabbath-day to fanctify it, as the Lorp. 
13 Six days: 


thy God hath commanded, thee. 
thou fhalt labour, and do all thy work: z4 But 
the feventh day is the fabbath of the Lorp thy 


God: in it thou fhalt not do any work, thou,. 


ner thy fon, nor thy daughter, nox thy man- 
4 Fo fervant, 


Herein Mofes was a type of ~ 


504. 


fervant, nor thy maid-fervant, nor, thine ox, 
nor thine afs, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy 
ftranger that zs within thy gates; that thy 
man-fervant and thy maid-fervant may reit as 
well as thou. 15 And remember that thou 
waft a fervant in the land of Egypt, and that 
the Lorp thy Ged brought thee out thence, 
through a mighty hand and by a ftretched-out 
arm: therefore the Loan thy God commanded 
‘thee to keep the fabbath-day. 16 4 Honour 
thy father and thy mother, as the Lorp thy 
God hath commanded thee; that thy days may 
be prolonged, and.that it may go well with 
‘thee, in the land which the Lorp thy God giv- 
eth thee. 17 Thou fhalt not kill. 18 Neither 
fhalt thou commit adultery. 19 Neither fhalt 
thou fteal. 20 Neither fhalt thou bear falle 
witnefs againlt thy neighbour. 21 Neither 
fhalt thou defire thy neighbour’s wife, neither 
fhalt thou covet thy neighbour’s houfe, his field, 
or his man-fervant, or his maid-fervant,; his ox, 
or his afs, or any ¢bing that 7s thy neighbour's. 
22 4 Thefe words the Lorn fpake unto all 
your aflembly in the mount out of the midft of 
the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darknels, 
“with a great voice, and he added no more; and 


he wrote them in two tables of ftone, and deli- 


vered them unto me. 


Here is the repetition of the ten commandments; in which 
obferve, 

f{1.] Though they had been fpoken before, and written, 

yet they are again rehearfed: For precept mult be upon precept, 
and /ine upon fine, and all little enough to keep the word of 
God in our minds, and to preferve and renew the impreffions 
of it. We have need to have the fame things oft inculcated 
upon us. See Phil. ii. 1. ; 
- [2.] There is fome variation here from that record, Exod. 
xx. as there is between the Lord’s prayer, as it is in Mat. 
vi. and as it is Luke xi. In both, it is more neceflary that 
we tie ourfelves to the thing, than to the words unalterably. 

{3-] The moft confiderable variation is in the fourth com- 
mandment, Exod. xx. The reafon annexed is taken from 
the creation of the world; here, it is taken from their deliver- 
ance out of Egypt, becaufe that was typical of our redemption 
by Jefus Chrift, in remembrance of which the Chriftian fab- 
bath was to be obferved, ver. 15. Remember that thou waft a 
fervant, and God brought thee out.—And therefore, (1.) It is 
fit that thy fervant fhould be favoured by the fabbath-ref ; for 
thou knoweft the heart of a fervant, and how welcome one 
day’s eafe will be after fix days labour. (2.) It is fit that thy 
God fhould be honoured by the fabbath-work, and the religious 
fervices of the day, in confideration of the great things he has 
done for thee. In the refurreGtion of Chrift we were brought 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God, with a migh- 
ty hand, and an out-ftretched arm; therefore by the gofpel-edi- 


tion of the law, we are directed to obferve the firft day of the © 


‘week, in remembrance of that glorious work of power and 


Brace. i 
[4.] It 4s added in the fifth commandment, That it may ga 
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aell «with thee, which addition the apoftle quotes, and puts 


firtt, Eph. vis-3. That it may be well with thee, ‘and that thow. 


mayeft live long. Tf there be inftances of fome that have been 
very dutiful to their parents, and yet have not lived long upon 
earth, we may reconcile it to the promife by this explanation 
of it; whether they Ave /ong or no, it-fhall go well with them, 
either in this world or in a better.. See Eccl. viii. 12. 

[5 ] The five laft commandments are conneéted or coupled 


' together, which they are not in Exodus: Neither shalt thou 


commit adultery, neither Joalt thou freal, &c. which intimates, 
that God’s commands are all of a-piece; the fame authority 
that obliges us to one, obliges us to another ; and we muft not 
be partial in the law, but have refpeé to all God’s command- 


‘ments; for he that offends in one point, is guilty of all, James 


eT Ogu Vite 

[6.} That thefe commahdments were given with a great 
deal of awful folemnity, ver. 22. (1.) They were fpoken 
with a great voice out-of the fire and thick darkne/s. 


the more welcome, and to be a fpecimen of the terrors of the 
judgment-day, Pfal. 1. 2, 4. {2.) He added no more. —Whiat 
other laws he gave them were fent by Mofes, but no more 
were fpoken in the fame manner that the ten commandments 
were, 


That was- 
a difpenfation of terror, defigned to make the. gofpél of grace. 


He added no more, therefore we muft not add: The 


law of the Lord is perfeét. (3.) He wrote them in two tables - 


of flone, that they might be preferved from corruption, and 


might be tranfmitted pure and entire to pofterity, for whofe > 


ufe they were intended, as well as for the prefent generation. | 
Thefe being the heads-of the covenant, the cheft in which the - 


written tables were depofited-was called the ark of the covenant. 


See Rev. xi. 19. 


23 And it: came to pafs when ye heard the 


voice out of the midft of the darknefs, (for the 


mountain did burn with fire) that ye came- 
near unto me, even all the heads of your tribes, . 
24 And ye faid, Behold, the: 


and your elders. 
Lorp our God hath ihewed us his glory, and 
his greatnefs, and we have heard his voice out 
the midft of the fire: we have feen this day 
that God doth talk with man, and he liveth. 
25 Now therefore why fhould we die? for this. 
great fire will confume us. If we hear the 
voice of the Lorp our God any more, then we 
fhall die. .26 For who zs there of all fleth that 
hath heard the voice of the living God fpeak- 


ing out of the midft of the fire (as we have} 


and lived? 27 Go thou near, and hear all that 


the Lorp our God fhall fay ; and fpeak thou 


unto us all that the Lorp our God {hall {peak — 


unto thee, and we will hear it, and do zt. 28 


And the Lorp heard the voice of your words, — 


when ye fpake unto’ me; and the Lorp faid 
unto me, I have heard the voice of the words 


‘of this people, which they have fpoken unto 
thee: they have well faid all that they have — 


fpoken. 29 O that there were fuch, an heart 


im them, that they would fear me, and keep all . 


my commandments always, that it might be 


_ well with them, and with their children for ¢- 


ea alk. 4) 94 


- how mens convictions corred their paffions. 


_ mends what they faid, ver. 2 


hap. ya ; 


ver! 30Go fay to them, Get you into your 
tents again. 31 But as for thee, ftand thou 
here by me,and I will {peak unto thee all the 
commandments, and the ftatutes, and the 
judgments which thou fhalt teach them, that 
they may do them im the land which I give 
them to poflefs it. 
therefore as the Lorp your God hath command- 
ed you; you fhall not turn afide to the right 
hand or to the left. 33 You fhall walk in all 
the ways which the Lorp your God hath com- 
manded you, that ye may live, and that it may 
be well with you, and that ye may prolong your 
days in the land which ye {hall poflets. 


Here, Mofes minds them of the agreement of both the par- 


- ties that were now treating in the mediation of Mofes. 


_ (1.] Here is the mighty confternation that the people were 
put into by that extreme terror with which the law was given. 


- They owned they could not bear it any more: This great fire 
_ will confume us; this dreadful voice will be fatal to us, we thall 


certainly die if we hear it any more, ver. 25.~ They wonder- 
ed that they were not already ftruck dead with it, and took it 
for an extraordinary inftance of the divine power and goodnefs, 
not only that they were thus fpoken to, but that they were en- 
abled to bear it. For who ever heard the voice of the living 
God, as we have, and lived ? God’s appearances have always 
been terrible to man ever fince the fall; ‘but Chrift having ¢a- 
ken away fin, invites us to come boldly to the throne of grace. 

_ [2.] Their earneft requeft that God would from hencefor- 
ward fpeak to them by Mofes, with a promife that they would 


hear what he faid as from God himfelf, and do it, ver..27. It 


feems by this, (1.) That they expected to receive further com- 
mands. from God, and were willing to hear more from him. 
(2.) That they thought Mofes able to bear thefe difcoveries of 
the divine glory, which they by reafon of guilt were {enfiblé of 
their inability to ftand up under. They believed him to be a 
favourite of heaven, and alfo one that would be faithful to 


_ them: Yet at other times they murmured at him, and but a 


little before this were ready to {tone him, Exod. xvii. 4. Sée 
(3.) That now 
they were in a good mind, under the {trong convictions of the 
word they heard. Many have their confciences ftartled by 
the law, that have them not purified: Fair promifes are ex- 
torted from them, but no good principles fixed and rooted in 
them. ees : 
-- [3.] God’s approbation of their requeft.. (1.) He com- 
. they fpoke it to Mofes, but 
God took notice of it; for there is not a word in our tongue 


but he knows it. He acknowledges they have well faid. Their: 
_ owning the neceflity of a mediator to deal between them and 


God was well /aid. heir defire to receive further dire€tions 
from God by Mofes, and their promife to obferve what direc- 


_ tions fhould be given them, were well faid. And what is well 


faid, hall have its praife with God, and fhould have with us. 


' What is good, as far as it goes, let it be commended. (2.) 


He withes they were but fincere in it, ver. 29. O that there 


were fuch a heart in them! 1.Such a heart as they /bould haves. 
- aheart to fear God, and keep his commandments for ever. 


’ Note, The. God of heaven is. truly and earneftly defirous of 


_ the welfare and falvation of poor finners : He has given abun- 


dant proof that he is fo ; he gives us time and fpace to repent; 


Pie rie 


_ by his mercies inyites to repentance, and waits to be gracious ; 
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has fent his Son to redeem us, publifhed a general offer of par- 


_ don and life, has promifed his Spirit to thofe who pray for him, 


and has faid it, and fworn, That he hath no pleafure in the ruin 
of finners. 2. Such a heart as they now had, or one would 
think they had. . Note, It would be well with many if there 
were always fuch'a heart in them as there feems to be /ome- 
times ; when they are under conviction of fin, or the, rebukes 
of providence, or when they come to look death in the face 5 
How gracious will they be when thefe pangs come upon them! 
O that.there were a/ways fuch an heart in them. . 3. He aps 
points Mofes to be his meffenger to them, to receive the law 
from his mouth, and to communicate it to them, ver. a1. Here 
the matter was fettled by confent of both parties, that'God fhould 
from henceforward fpeak to us by men like ourfelves, by Mofes 
and the prophets, the apoftles and evangelifts, whom if we be- 
lieve not, neither would we be perfuaded though God fhould 
{peak to us as he'did to Ifraél at mount Sinai, or fend expreffes 
from heaven or hell. 

[4.] Hence he infers a charge, to them to obferve and do 
all that God had commanded:them, ver. 32, 33. Seeing God 
had fhewed himfelf fo tender of them and fo willing to confi- 
der their frame, and gratify them in what they defire, and with- 
al fo ready to make the beff of them; feeing they themfelves 
had defired to have Mofes for their teather, who was now 
teaching them, and feeing they had promifed fo folemnly, and 
upon fo many good caufes and confiderations, that they would 
hear, and do, he charges them to walk in all the ways that 
God had commanded them; affuring them that it would be high- 
ly for their advantage to do fo. The only way to be. happy, 
is to be holy.—Say to the righteous, it foall be well with them. 


C HAP.” VI. a leat 
Mofes in this chapter goes on with his charge to Tfrael to be fure 
to keep up their religion in Canaan. It is much the fame with 
chap. iv. I. His preface is a perfuafive to obedience, ver. 
1,—3. Il. He lays down the great principles of obedience. 
The firft truth to be believed, that God is One, ver. 4. 
The firft duty to be done, to love him with all your hearts, 
ver. 5. ILI. He prefcribes the means for keeping up religion, 
ver.6,—9. IV. He cautions them againft thofe things which 
would be the ruin of religion. Abufe of plenty, ver. 10,——12. 
Inclination to idolatry, ver. 14, 15. And gives them fome 
“general precepts, Ver. 13, 16,—18. V. He direéts them what 
infiruction to give their children, ver. 20,—2 5. . 


OW thefe are the commandments, the fta- 
tutes, and the judgements which the 
Lorp your God commanded to teach you, that 
ye might do them in the land whither ye go to 
poffefs it: 2 That thou mighteft fear the Lorp 
thy God, to keep all his ftatutes, and his com- 
mandments which I command thee; thou, 
and thy fon, and thy fon’s fon, all the days of 
thy life, and that thy days may be. prolonged. 
3 9 Hear therefore, O Ifrael, and obferve to doe 
it, that it may be well with thee, and that ye 
may increafe mightily, as the Loxp God of thy 
fathers hath promifed thee, in the land that 
floweth with milk and honey. hate 
Obferve here, (1.) That Mofes taught the people all that, 
and that only, which God commanded him to teach them, 


Thus Chrifl’s minifters are to teach hts churches al? 
BE 2 ~ that 
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that he has commanded, and neither more nor lefs, Mat. xxviii. 
20. (2.) That the end of their being taught was, that they 
might do as they were taught, ver.1. might keep Goa’s fratutes, 
ver. 2. and obferve to do them, ver. 3. Good inftruétions from 
parents.and miniflers will but aggravate our condemnation if 
we do not live up to them. . (3.)' That-Mofes carefully en- 
deavoured to fix them for God and godlinefs, now they were 


entering upon the /and of Canaan, that they might be prepared - 


for the comforts of that land, and fortified again{t the {nares of 
it; and now they were /etting out inthe world, might fet out 
well. (4.) That the fear of God in the heart, will be the moft 
powerful principle of obedience, ver.2. That thou mightefl fear 
the Lord thy God, to keep all his flatutes. ~(5.) The entail of 
religion in a family or country is the beft entail; It is highly 
defirable that. not we only, but our children, and our children’s 
children, may fear the Lord. 
advance and fecure the profperity of any people. Fear God 
and it thall be. well with thee.—Thofe that are well taught, if 
' they do what they are taught, fhall be evel/ fed too, as Ifrael in 
the dand flowing with milk and honey, ver. 3. 


4 Hear, O Ifrael, the Lorp our God is one 
Lorp. 5 And thou fhalt love the Lorp thy 
God with all thine heart, and with all thy foul, 
and with all thy might. 6 And thefe words 
which I command thee this day, fhall be in 
thine heart. 7 And thou fhalt teach them di- 
ligently unto thy children, and fhalt talk of 
them when thou fitteft in thine houfe, and when 
thou walkeft by the way, and when thou lieft 
down, and when thou rifeft up. 8 And thou 
fhalt bind them for a fign upon thine hand, and 
they fhall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 
g And thou fhalt write them upon the pofts of 
thy houfe, and on thy gates... ro And it fhall 
be when the Lorp thy God fhall have brought 
thee into the land which he fware unto thy fa- 
thers, to Abraham, to Ifaac, and to Jacob, to 
give thee great. and goodly cities which thou 
buildeft not, 11 And houfes full of all good 
things which thou filledft not, and wells digged 
which thou diggedft not, vineyards and olive- 
trees which thou plantedft not, when thou fhalt 
have eaten and be full; 12 Then beware left 
thou forget the Lorn which brought thee forth 
out of the land ef Egypt, from the houfe of bon- 
dage. 13 Thou fhalt fear the Lorn thy God, 
and ferve him, and fhalt fwear by his name. 
14 Ye fhall not go after other gods, of the gods 
ef the people which are round about you: 15 
(For the Lorp thyGod is a jealous God among 


you) left the anger of the Lorn thy God be. 


kindled againft thee, and deftroy thee from off 
the face of the earth. 16 4 Ye shall not 


tempt the Lorp your God, «as ye tempted dim. | 


in Maffah. 


Here is, Fir, A. brief fummary.of religion, containing the 
firft principles of faith and cbedieace, ver. 4, 5. Thele two 
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(6.) Religion and righteoufnefs | 


Chap. Vir 


verfes the Jews reckon one of the choiceft portions of {Crips 
ture: They, write in their phylacteries, and think themfelves 
not only obliged to fay it at leaft twice every day, but very 
happy in being fo obliged; having this faying among them, 
Bleed are we, who every morning and evening fay, Hear, O 
Lrael, the Lord our God is-one Lord. - But more blefled are 
we if we duly confider and improve, é 

~(1.) What we are here taught to believe concerning God s 
that Fehovah our God is one Fehovah. iff, That the God 
whom we ferve is Fehovah, a being infinitely and eternally 
perfeét, felf-exiftent, and felffufficient. 2d/y, That he is the 
one only living and true God ; he on/y is God, and he is but 
One. The firm belief of this felf-evident truth would effectu- 
ally arm them againtt all idolatry, which was introduced by that 
fundamental error, that there are gods many. It is paft difpute 
that there is one God, and there is xo other but he, Mark xu. 
32. Let us therefore have no other, nor defire to have any 
other. —Some have thought there is here a plain intimation of 
the trinity of perfons in the unity of the Godhead ; for here is 
the name of God three times, and yet all declared to be one 5- 
happy they that have this one Lord for their God, for they 
have but one Matter to pleafe, but one Benefactor to feek tox - 
It is better to have one fountain than a thoufand cifterns ; one 
all-fafficient God than a thoufand infufficient ones. 

(2.) What we are here taught concerning the duty which 
God requires of man. It is all f{ummed up in this as its prin-- 
ciple, Thou halt love the Lord thy God with all thine. heart. 
He had undertaken, ver. 2. to teach them to fear God, and in 
purfuance of his undertaking he here teaches them to Jove hims 
For the better affection we have to him, the greater veneration 
we fhall have for him: and the child that Aonours his parents. 
no doubt loves them. Did ever any prince make a Jaw that 
his fubjeéts fhould love him? yet fuch is the condefcenfion of 
the divine grace, that this is made the firft and great command-. 
ment of God’s law, that we Jove him, and that we perform alk 
other parts of our duty to him from a principle of love: AZy: 
Jon, give me thy heart. We muit highly efteem him, be well: 
pleafed that there is fach a Being, well pleafed in all his ateri-- 
butes and relations to us; our defiré muft be towards him, our- 
delight in him, our dependance upon him, and to him we mult: 
be entirely devoted. It muft be a conftant pleafure to us to. 
think of him, hear from him, {peak to him, and to ferve him.. 
We mutt love him, 1/, As the Lord, the belt of beings, moft: 
excellent and amiable in himfelf. 2d/y, As our God, a God: 
in covenant with us; our Father, and the moft kind and boun-- 
tiful of friends and benefactors. We are alfo commanded’ to. © 
love God with all our heart, and foul, and might; that is, we ~ 
muft love him, 1. With a /incere love; not in word and tongue. 
only, faying we love him, when our hearts are uot with himy, 
but inwardly, and in truth, folacing ourfelves in him. 2: With 
a frrong love; the heart muft be carried out towards him witlr 
great ardour, and fervency of affection. Some have from hence: 
thought that we fhould avoid faying (as we commonly exprefs. 
ourfelves) that we will do this or that qwith all our heart: For: 
we muft not do any thing with all our heart but lowe God 5 
and that this phrafe being here ufed concerning that /acred fire, 
it fhould not be unhallowed. He that is our Alt muft have: 
our all, and none but he. 3. With a /uperlative love. We 
muft love God above any creature whatfoever, and love no- 
thing befide him, but what we love for himg.and in fubordina-. 


_ tion to him. 4. With an iniclligent love; for fo it is explain. 


ed, Mark. xii 33. To love him with all the heart, and with 
all the underflanding ; we muft know him,. and therefore love- 
him,, as thofe that fee good caufe to love im. 5, With an. 
entire love ; he is one, and therefore. our Hearts mult be united 


‘in his love: And the whole ftream of our afetions mult rea 


towards 


Pad 


Like aerae, 


forall be in thy heart. 


Chap. VI. 


towards him. 
our hearts, ‘ 

Secondly, Means are here prefcribed for the maintaining and 
keeping up of religion in ther hearts and houfes, that it might 
not wither, and go to decay. . And ‘they are thefe. 

[t.] Meditation, ver.6. Thefe words which [ command thee 

Though the words alone without the 
things will do.us no good, yet we are in danger of lofing the 
things if we neglect the words ; by which ordinarily divine light 
and power are conveyed to the heart. God’s words mult be 
laid up in our heart, that our thoughts may be daily coaverfant 
with them, and employed about them, and thereby the whole 
foul may be brought to abide and act under the influence and 
impreflion of them. This immediately follows upon the law 
of loving God with all our heart; for they that do fo will lay 
up his word in their hearts, both as an evidence and effect of 
that love, and as a means to preferve and increafe it. He that 
loves God, loves his Bible. ; 
» {2.]} The religious education of children, ver. 7. Thou halt 
teach them diligently to thy children, and by communicating thy 
knowledge thou wilt increafe it, They that love the Lord 
God themfelves fhould do what they can to engage the affec- 
tions of their children to him, and fo to preferve the entail. of 
religion in their families from being cut off. Thou shalt whet 
them diligently upon thy children, fo {ome read it; frequently 
repeat thefe things to them, try all ways of inftilling them in 
their minds, and making them pierce into their hearts; as in’ 
whetting a knife, it is turned firft on this fide, then on that. 
Be careful and exad in teaching thy children ; and aim, as by 
avhetting, to fharpen them, and put an edge upon them. ‘Teach 
them thy children; not only thofe of thine own body (fay the 
Jews) but all thofe that are any way under thy care and tuition. 
Bithop Patrick well obferves here, that Mofes thought his law fo 
very plain and eafy, that every father might be able to inftru& 
his fons in it, and every mother her daughters. Thus shat 
good thing which is committed to us, we mult carefully tran/mit 
to thofe that come after us, that it may be perpetuated. 

[3] Pious difcourfe. Thou fhalt talk of thefe things with 
due reverence and ferioufnefs, for the benefit not only of thy 
children, but of thy cther domeftics, thy friends and compa- 
nions; as thou fitte/ in thy houfe, either at work, or at meat, 


O that this love of God may be fhed abroad in 


or at reft, or to receive vifits; and when thou walke/? by the 


away, either for diverfion, or for converfation, or in journies ; 
when at night thou art retiring from thy family to le down for 
fleep, and when in the morning thou art ri/en up, and. returnelt 
to thy family again. Take all occafions to difcourfe with thofe- 
about thee of divine things ; not of unrevealed my(teries, or mat- 
ters of doubtful difputation, but of the plain truths and laws of 
God, and the things that belong to our peace. So far is it 
from being reckoned a diminution to the honour of facred things 
to, make them the fubject of our familiar difcourfe, that they 
are recommended to us to. be talked of ; for the more conver- 
fant we are with them, the:more we fhall admire them, and. 
be affected with them, and may thereby be inftrumental-to. 
communicate divine light and heat.. 

[4.] Frequent reading of the word. They /hall be as front- 
lets between thine eyes, and thou fhalt write them upon the pofts 
of thine houfe, vex. 8, 9. It is probable at that time there were 
few written copies of the whole law, only at the feaft of taber-. 
nacles, the people had'it read to them ;, and therefore God ap- 
pointed them, at leaft for the prefent, to write fome fele& fen- 
tences of the law that were moft weighty and comprehenfive 
upon their walls, or in fcrolls of parchment, to be worn about 
their wrilts ;, and fome think hence the phyladeries, fo much 
ufed among the: Jews, took rife. Chrift blames the Pharifees. 
not for wearing. them,, but for affecting to have them. broader. 
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than other peoples, Mat. xxii. 5. But when Bibles came to 


be common among them, there was the lefs occafion for this 
expedient. It was prudently and pioufly provided by the firft 


‘reformers of the Englifh church, that then when Bibles were 


fearce, fome {clect portions of feripture fhoutd be written on 
the walls and pillars of the churches, which the people might 
make familiar to them, in conformity to this direction here 3. 
which feems to me to have been binding in the letter of it to 
the Jews, as it is to us in the intent of it; which is, that we 
fhould endeavour by atl means poflible to make the word of God 
familiar to us, that we may have it ready to us upon all occa- 
fions,for our reftraint from fin, and our direction and’ excitement 
to our duty. It mu(t be as that which is graven cn the paims 
of our hands, always before our eye. See Prov. vil. 2,—4. 
It is alfo intimated, that we mult never be a/bamed to own our 
religion, nor to own ourfelves. under the check and government 
of it. Let it be written on our gates, and let every one that 
goes by our door read it, That we believe Jehovah to be God 
alone, and believe ou:felves. bound to love him with all our 
hearts. fy ; 

Thirdly, A caution ishere given not to forget God. in a day 
of profperity and plenty, ver. 10, 11, 12. , Here, 

{1.] He raifeth their expectations of the goodnefs of their 
God, taking it for. granted. that he would bring them into the 
good land that he had promifed, ver. ro. 5 that they fhould no 
longer dwell in tents as fhepherds and poor travellers, but 
fhould fettle in great and goodly cities, fhould no longer wander 
in a barren wildernefs, but fhould enjoy houfes well furnifhed, 
and gardens well planted, ver. 11. and all this without any 
care or expence of their own, which he here lays a great {trels: 
upon, Cities which thou builde/? not, houfes wiich thew fi'led/? 
not, &c. both becaufe it made the mercy rea/ly, much more va- 
luable, that what they had came to them’ fo cheap; and yet t€ 
they did not actually confider it, the mercy. would be the se/s 
efteemed, for we are molt, /enfible of the value of that which has 
coft us dear. When they came fo eafily by the gift, they would: 
be apt to. grow fecure, and unmindful of the giver. 

[2.] He engageth their watchfulnels again{t the badnef of 
their own hearts, Then beware, whem thou lieft fate and foft, 
left thou forget the Lord, ver. 12. Note, 1. In a day of prow . 
fperity we are in great. danger of forgetting God; our depend- 
ance upon him, our need of him, and our obligations to him.. 
When the world. /wiles we are apt to make our court to it; 
and expect our happinefs in it; and fo we forget him that is 
our only portion and reft. Agur prays again{t this. temptation, 
Prov. xxx. 9. Leff I be full and’ deny thee. 2. There is 
therefore need of great care and‘ caution-at {uch a time; and a. 
ftri& watch over our own. hearts... Then: beware.—-Being warn- 
ed-of your danger, ftand upon your guard: apainit it. Bind the 
words. of God for a fign upon thy hand, for this end, to pre 
vent thy: forgetting God.— When. thou. art fettled. in Canaan, 
forget not thy deliverance out of Egyt; but look to the rock 
out of which thou waft hewn + When thy latter end is. greaily 
increafed, remember the {mallnefs. of thy beginnings. 

Fourthly, Some fpecial precepts.and prohibitions are’ her- 
given, which,are of great confequence. 

[1.] They mult, upon all'occafions, give honour to: God, 
ver. 13. fear him, and’ ferve him, (for if he Be a'Mafter, we 
muft both.reverence him and, do his. work,) and: /wear by hiv. 
name 3 i.e. we mult notupon. any occafion appeal to any other: 
but.to-him, as the difeerner of truth,, and: avenger of. wrong.. 
Swear by him on/y,, and: not. by any idol, or any other. crea--. 
ture.—Swear by his neme in all. treaties and, covenants. with the: 
neighbour-nations, and do.not. compliment them.fa: far as to» 
fwear by. their pods. Swearing. by his-name: is fometimes-put: 
for an open profeflion of bis name, Ma, xly..a3. Lvery a 
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Jfaali fwear, is expounded, Rom. xiv. 116° Lvery tongue foal 
confe/s to God. - 
- {2.] They muft not, upon any occafion, give that honour 
to other gods, ver. 14. Ye fhall not go after other gods ; i. €. 
ye fhall not ferve or worfhip them, for therein they went aftray, 
they went a-whoring from the true God, who in this more than 
in any thing is a jealous God, ver. 15. And the learned Bi- 
fhop Patrick obferves here out of Maimonides, that we never 
find either in the law or the prophets, anger, or fury, or jea- 
doufy, or indignation, attributed to God but upon occafion of 
idolatry. 

[3-]. They muft take heed of difhonouring God by ¢empting 
him, ver. 16. Yefhall not tempt the Lord your God; i.e. ye 
fhall not in any exigence diftruft the power, prefence, and pro- 
vidence of God, nor quarrel with him, which if they indulged 
an evil heart of unbelief, they would take ‘occafion’ to do in 
Canaan as well as in the wildernefs; no change of condition 
will cure a difpofition to murmur and fret:. Our Saviour ufes 
this caution as an anfwer to one of Satan’s temptations with ap- 
plication to himfelf, Mat. iv. 7. Thou /balt not tempt the Lord 
thy God, either by defpairing of his power and goodnefs while 


“we keep in the way of our duty, or by prefuming upon it when ~ 


we turn afide out of that Waye 


‘17 You fhall diligently keep the command. | 


ments of the Lorp your God, and his. teftimo- 
nies, and his ftatutes which he hath command- 
ed thee. 18 And thou fhalt do that which is 
‘right and good in the fight of the Lorn: that it 
“may be. well with thee, and that thou mayeft 
-go in and poffefs the good land which the Lorp 
{ware unto thy fathers; 19 To caft out all thine 
enemies from before thee, as the Lorp hath f{po- 
-ken. 20 And when thy fon afkeththee in time to 
come, faying, What mean the teftimonies, and 
the ftatutes, and the judgments-which the Lorp 
-our God hath commanded you? 21 Then thou 
fhalt fay unto thy fon, We were Pharaoh’s 
bond-men in Egypt, and the Lorp brought us 
out of Egypt, with a mighty hand. 22 And 
the Lorp fhewed figns and wonders, great and 


fore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all > 


his houfhold, before our eyes: 23 And he 
brought us out from-thence, that he might brmg 
us in, to give us the land which he fware unto 
our fathers. 24 And the Lorp commanded us 
to do all thefe ftatutes, to fear the Lorp our 
God, for our good always, that he might pre- 
ferve_ us alive, as it is at this day. 25 And it 
fhall be our righteoufnefs, if we obferve to do 
all thefe commandments, before the Lorp our 
God, as he hath commanded us. 


Here, Firfl, Mofes chargeth them to keep God’s command- 
ments themfelves, ver. 17, 18, 19. You hall diligently keep 
God’s commandments. Note, It requires a great deal of care 
and pains to, keep up religion in the power of it, in our hearts 
and lives. Negligence will ruin us; but we cannot be faved 
without diligence. ‘Fo induce'them to this, he here fheweth 
them, (1.) That this would be very acceptable to God, it is 
right and good in the fight of the Lord. And that is right and 
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good indeed that is fo in God's fight. If we have any regard 
to the favour of our Creator as our felicity, and the law of.our 
creation as our rule, we will be religious. (2.) ‘That it would 
be very advantageous and profitable to themfelves. It would 
fecure to them the pofleflion of the land of Canaan, profperity 
there, and conftant victory over thofe that ftood in their way. 
In fhort do well, and it thall be we/l with thee. - y 
Secondly, He chargeth them to inftrugt their children in the 
commands of God; not only that they might in their tender 
years intelligently and affectionately join in religious fervices, 
but that afterwards they might in their day keep up religion, 
and convey it to thofe that {hould come after them. a 
Now, [1.] Here is a proper queftion, which it is fuppofed 
children, would afk, ver. 20° What mean the teftimonies and the 
ftatutes ? what is the meaning of the feafts we obferve, the fa- 
crifices we offer, and the many peculiar cuftoms we kcep up? 
Obferve, 1. All divine inftitutions have a certain meaning, and 
there is fomething great defigned in them. 2. It concerns us 
to know and underftand the meaning of them, that. we may 
perform a reafonable fervice, and may not offer the blind for 
facrifice. 3. It is good for children betimes to enquire into 
the true intent and meaning of the religious obfervances they 
are trained up in. They that are *thus squifitive in divine 
things, it is a good fign they are concerned about them, and a 
good means of their attaming toa gréat acquaintance with them. 
Then fhall we know, if thus we follow on to know. Ws 
[2.] Here is a full anfwer put.into the parents mouths to 
be given to this good queftion. Parents and teachers muft give 
inftrution to thofe under their charge, though they do not afk 
it; nay, though they have an averfion to it ;/ much more muft 
they be ready to anfwer queftions, and give inftrations when 
it is defired ; for it may be hoped, they that a/R i# will be 
willing to receive it. Did the children afk the meaning’ of 
God’s laws, let them be told, that they were to be obferved, 
1. Ina grateful remembrance of God’s former favours to them, 
efpecially their deliverance out of Egypt, ver. 21, 22,°23.- 
The children muft be often told of the deplorable ftate their 
anceftors were in when they were bond-men in Egypt, the 
great falvation God wrought for them'in fetching them out 
thence ; and that God, in giving them thefe peculiar ftatutes, 
meant to perpetuate the memorial of that work of wonder, by 
which they were formed into a peculiar people. 2d/y, As the 
prefcribed condition of his further favours, ver, 24. The Lord 
commanded us all thefe flatutes for our good. Note, Godcom- 
mands us nothing but what is really for our own good : It is 
our intereft as well as our duty to be religions. 1. It will be 
our life, that he might prefervé us alive, which is a great ‘fa- 
vour, and more than we could expeét, confidering how often 
we have forfeited life itfelf. Godlinefs has the’ promife of the 
continuance and comfort of the life that now is, as far as it 
is for God’s glory. 2. It will be our righteou/ne/s. Could we 


perfectly fulfil but that one command of loving-God with “all 


our heart, foul, and might, and could we fay we had never 
done otherwife, that would be fo our righteoufuefs, as to entitle 
us to the benefits of the covenant of innocency; had we'con- 
tinued in every thing that is written in the book of the law to 
do it, the law would have juftified us. But that we cannot 
pretend to, therefore our fincere obedience fhall be accepted 
through a Mediator to denominate us, as Noah was, righteous 
before God, Gen. vii. 1. Luke i. 6. 1 John ili: 7. The Chal- 
dee reads it, There Soall be a reward to us if we obferve to do 
thefe commandments ; for without doubt in keeping God’s com- 
mandments there is great reward. ’ ' ills ia Scheie 

CHAP. MIDS Pesee irae 
Mofes in this chapter exhorts Ifrael, 1. In general, to beep 
> Goa’s 
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-. God’s commandments, ver. 14.12. -Il. Ln particular, 
and in order to that, to keep themjelves pure from all com- 
> munion with idolaters. [1.] They muf? utterly deflroy 

the feven.devoied nations, and not fpare them, or make 
leagues with them, ver. 1, 2,16, 24. [2.] They muff 
by no means marry unth the remainders of them, ver. 3, 4. 

[3-] Yacy muft deface and confume their aliars and ima- 


ges, and not fo much as take the filver and gold of thein to 


their own uje, vet. 55 25, 29.—To inforce this charge, he 
JShews that they were bound to do fo: (1,) In duiy. Cons 
JSidering, itt, Their election to God, ver. 6. 2dly,. The- 
 reafon of that eletion, ver. 7, 8. 3dly, The terms they 
Sood upon with God, ver.9,10. (2.) In interef.. It ts 
v bere promifed, it, In general, that if they would ferve 
God, he would blefs and profper themy ver. 12.—15. 
2dly, In particular, that if they would drive out the na- 
tions that they might not be a temptation to them, God 


would drive ibem out, that they /hould not be any vewation | 


to them, vers 17,——24. 


% ¥ 7Hen the Lorn thy God fhall bring thee 
“into the land whither-thou. goeft to pof- 
fefs it, and hath caft out many. nations before 
thee, the Hittites, and the Girgafhites, and:the 
Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Perizziteés, 
and the Hivites, and the Jebuiites, feven nations 
preater and mightier than. thou: 2 And when 
the Lory thy God fhall deliver them before thee; 
thou fhalt {mite them, and utterly deftroy them, 


thou fhalt make no covenant with them, nor 
_ fhew mercy unte- them: 3 Neither fhalt thou. 
_ tnake marriages with them; thy daughter thou 


fhalt not give unto his fon, nor his. daughter 
ihalt:thou take unto thy fon; .4-For they will 
turn away thy fon from following me, that they- 
may ferve other gods: fo will the anger of the 
Lorp.be kindled againft you, and deftroy thee 
faddenly. . 5 But thus fhall ye-deal with them, 


‘ye fhall deftroy their. altars, and break down 
their images, and cut down .their groves; and. 


burn their graven images with fire. 6 For thow 
art aholy people unto the Lorn thy God:.the 


Lorp thy God hath chofen thee to. be a fpecial. 


people unto himfelf, above all people that are 
upon the face of the: earth. 


ye were more in number than any people, 
(for.ye were the fewelt of all people) 8 But 


becaufe the Lorp. loved you; and becaife he- 


would keep. the oath which he had fworn unto 


your fathers, hath the Lorn: brought. you-out 


with a. mighty hand, and redeemed you out-of 


_ the houfe of bond-men,- from the hand of Pha- - 
_raoh king of Egypt. 


9 Know therefore that 
the Lorn. thy God, he is God, the faithful God, 
which keepeth covenant and mercy with them 
that love him,-and keep His commandments, to 


_ #thoufand generations; 10 And repayeth them 


- 
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' and fellowihip with idols and idolaters. 


_ mightier than rae. 


_ them, and utterly deftroy them, ver. 2. 


7 The-Lorp did. 
"not fet-his love upon you, nor chufe you, becaufe 


and the true worfhip of God thould: be: loft-in Ifrael. 
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that hate him, to their face, to deftroy them: he 
will not be flack to him that hateth him, he will 
repay him to hisface. 1x Thou fhalt therefore 
keep the commandments, and the flatutes, and 
the judgments, which | command thee this day, 
to.do them. 


Here is, Firf?, A very {tri caution aga'nft all friendfhip 
"Thofe that are taken 
into communion with God muft -have no communication with 
the unfruitful works of darknefs. ‘Thefe things they are char 
ged about, for the preventing of this fnare now before them. 
[1.] They mult jew them: no mercy, ver. 1, 2. Bloody 
work is here. appointed them, -and yet it is God’s work, and 
good work, and in its time and place needful, acceptable, and 
honourable. . * 
t..Ged here engageth-to do.his.part.. It is fpoken of.as ‘a 
thing taken for granted, that God would bring them in‘o the 
land of promife, that he would caf? out the rations, before them, 
who were the prefent occupants of that land; no room was left. 
to doubt of that: His power is zrrefjfible, and therefore he 
can do it: His promife is inviolable, and therefore ke will do ~ 
it.—Now, 1/7, Thefe devoted nations are here named and 
numbered, ver. 1. Seven in all, and feven to oné.is great odds. 
They are /pecified, that I{rael might know the bounds and li- 
mits of their:commifhon : Aiherto their feverity mult come, Lut 
uo further; nor muft they, under colour of this commiffion, kill 


-all that came in their way; no, here mult its waves be ftaid, 


—The confining of this commiflion to thefe nations bere men= 


~ tioned, plainly intimates, that after-ages were not to draw _ this 
“into a precedent; this will not ferve to juttify thofe barbarous 
“wars which give no quarter. 
thod might be when God himfelf prefcribed it, to that difpen- 

~ fation under which fuch multitudes of beails were killed and . 


How agreeable foever this me- 


burned in facrifice ; now all facrifices of atonement are perfect. 


_ed in, and fuperfeded by, the great :propitiation made by the 


blood of Chrift, human blood is become perhaps more precious 


.than it was, and thofe that have mofk power, yet muft not be 


prodigal of it.—zd/y, ‘They are. here owned to be'greater and 
They had been long rooted in this land 
to which Ifrael came ftrangers ; they were more numerous, had 
men much more bulky, aad more expert in war than Ifrael . 
had ;. yet all this fhall not hinder but that they fhall be ca/? owé 
before Ifrael. The ftrength of Ifrael’s enemies magnifies the 
power of‘ Ifrael’s' God, who will certainly be too hard for 
thertin 

2. He engageth them to. do their part.—Thou fhalt finite 
If God caf them owé 
Tfrael muft not take them in, no, not astenants, or tributaries, 
or -fervants. No covenant of any kind mutt be made with ihem, 
no-mercy muft be /hewed them. ‘This feverity was appointed, 
(1.). By way of punifhment-for the wickednefs they and their 
fathers had been guilty of. . The iniquity of the Amarites wag 
now full; and the longer it had been in the filling, the forer 
was the vengeance, when it cameat laft. (2.) By way of pre- 
vention of the mifchiefs they would do to God’s Ifrael, if 
they were left alive. The people of thefe abominations mult not ~ 
be mingled with the holy feed, left they corrupt them. . Better 
all thefe lives fhould be loft-fron:-the earth, than that religion 
Thus 
we muft deal with our lufts that war again/? our fouls; God. 
has delivered them into our hands by that promife; Sin fall not 
have. dominion over you, unlefs it be your‘own fault: Let not 
us ‘then make covenants with them, or fhew them any mercy, 
but mortify-and crucify them, and utterly deflroy’them. . 

; [2.] They. 
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[2.] They mult make ne marriages with thofe of them that 
efcaped the fword, ver. 3, 4. The families of the Canaanites 
“were ancient, and it is likely fome of them were called Aonour- 
able, which might be a temptation to the Ifraelites, efpecially 
thofe of them that were of leaft note in their tribes, to court 
an alliance with them to mend their blood; and the. rather, 
becavfe their acquaintance with the country might be fervice- 
able to them in the improvement of it; but religion and the 
fear of God mutt over-rule all thefe confiderations To inter- 
marry with them was therefore unlawful, becaule it was dan- 
gerous; this very thing had proved of fatal confequence to the 
old world, Gen. vi. 2. And thoufands in the world that now 
is Have been undone by irreligious ungodly marriages; for there 
is more ground of fear in mixt marriages that the good will be 
perverted, than of hopes that the bad will be converted.—The 
event proved the reafonablenefs of this warning, They qwil/ turn 
away thy fon from following me. Solomon paid dear for his 
folly herein. We find a national repentance for this fin of 
marrying ftrange wives, and care to reform, Ezra ix. and x. 
and Neh. ix. 23. &c. and a New Teftament caution, not to 


be unequally yoked with unbelievers, 2 Cor. vi. 14. hofe that 


in choofing yoke-fellows keep not at lea{t within the bounds 
of a juftifiable profeflion of religion, cannot promife themfelves 
helps meet for them.—One of the Chaldee paraphrafes adds 
here as a reafon of this command, ver. 3. For he that mar- 
ries with idolaters, doth in effe marry with their idols, 

[3-] They mutt deftroy all the reliques of their idolatry, 
ver. 5. Their altars and pillars, their groves and graven ima- 
ges, all mutt be deftroyed, both in a holy indignation againft 
idolatry, and to prevent infection. This command was given 
before, Exod. xxiii. 24.—-xxxiv. 13. A great deal of good 
work of this kind was done by the people in their pious zeal, 
2 Chr. xxxi. 1. and. by good Jofiah, 2 Chr. xxxiv. 3, 7. 
And with this may be compared the burning of the oonjuring 
’ “books, Adts xix. 19. 

Secondly, Here are very good reafons to enforce this cau- 
tion. 

[1.] The choice God had made of this people for his own, 
ver. 6.. There was fuch a covenant and communion eftablith- 
ed between God and Hfrael, as was not between him and any 
other people in the world. Shall they by their idolatries dif 
honour him who had thus honoured them? Shall they flight 
him who had thus teftified his kindnefs for them? Shall they 
put themfelves upon the-tevel with other people, when God 
had thus dignified and advanced them above all people? Had 
God taken them to be a /pecial people to him, and no other 
but them ; and wiil not they take God to be a {pecial God to 
them, and no other but him? 

f2.] The freenefs of that grace which made this choice. 
iff, There was nothing in them to recommend or entitle them 
to this favour. Jn the multitude of the people is the king’s ho-~ 
nour, Prov. xiv. 28. But their number was inconfiderable ; 
they were only feventy fouls when they went down into E- 
gypt, and though greatly increafed there, yet there were ma- 
ny other nations more numerous: Ye were the feqwe/? of all 
people, ver. '7. The author of the Jerufalem Targum paffes too 
great. a compliment upon his nation in reading this, Ye were 
humble in fpirit and meck above all pecples quite contrary, they 
were rather /lif-necked and ill-natured, ebove all people. — 2d/y, 
God fetched the reafon of it purely from himfelf, ver. 8. (1.) 
He loved you, decaufe he would love you.—Even fo, Father, 
becaufe it feemed good in thine eyes. All that God loves, he 
loves freely, Hof. xiv. 4. Thofe that perifh, perifh by their 
own merits ; but all that are faved, are faved by prerogative. 
{2.) He has done his work, becaufe he would keep his word. 
He has brought you out of Egypt in purfuance of the oath 
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worn to your fathers. Nothing in them, or done by them, 
did, or could make God a debtor to them; but he had made 
himfelf a debtor to his own promife, which he would perforni 
notwith{tanding their unworthinefs. 

[3.] The tenor of the cqvenant into which. they were ta- 
ken; it was in fhort this, that as they were to God, fo God 
would be to them. They fhould certainly find him, 1//, Kind 
to his friends, ver. 9. The Lord thy God is not like the gods 


of the nations, the creatures of fancy, fubjeéts fit enough for — 


loofe poetry, but no proper objects of ferious devotion ; ney 
he is God, God indced, God alone, the faithful God- able 


and ready, not only to fulfil his own promifes, but to anfwer all 


the jult expeétations of his worfhippers ; and he will certainly 
keep covenant and mercy; i. e. fhew mercy, according to cove- 
nant, to them that love and keep his commandments. And in 
vain do we pretend'to Jove him, if we do not make confcience 
of his commandments; and this, (as’is here added for the 
explication of the promife in the fecond commandment,) not 
only to thoufands of perfons, but to thoufands of generations. 
So inexhauftible is the fountain, fo conftant the ftreams. 2dly, 
Fuft to bis enemies; he repayeth them that hate him, ver. 10. 
Note, 1. Wilful finners are haters of God; for the carnal mind 
is enmity again{t him. Idolaters are fo in a fpecial manner, 
for they are in league with his rivals. 2, Thofe that bate 
God cannot hurt him, but certainly ruin themfelves. 
repay them to their face, in defiance of them, and all their im- 
potent malice. His arrows are faid to be made ready againft 
the face of them, Pfal. xxi. 12. Or, he will bring thofe judge- 
ments upon them, which fhall appear to themfelves to be the 
jutt punithment of their idolatry. Compare Job xxi. 19. He 
rewardeth him, and he fhall know it. {hough vengeance feem 
to be flow, yet it is not flack. The wicked and finner thail 
be recompenfed in the earth, Prov. xi. 31. 1 cannot pafs the 
glofs of the Jerufalem Targum upon this place, becaufe it {peaks 
the faith of the Jewifh church concerning a future ftate: He 
recompenfeth to them that hate him the reward of their good 
works in this world, that he may defirey them in thé world 
to come. . 


12 € Wherefore it fhall come to pafs, if ye 
hearken‘to thefe judgments, and keep and do 
them; that the Lorp thy God fhall keep unto 
thee the covenant and the mercy which he 
{ware unto thy fathers. 13 And he will love 
thee, and blefs thee, and multiply thee: he will 
alfo blefs the fruit of thy womb, and the fruit 
of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and thine. 
oil, the increafe of thy kine, and the flocks of 


thy fheep, in the land which he fware unto 


thy fathers to give thee. 14 Thou fhalt be 


bleffed above all people: there fhall not be. 


male or female barren among you, or among 
your cattle. 15 And the Lorp will take away 
from thee all ficknefs, and will put none of the 
evil difeafes of Egypt (which thou knoweft) 
upon thee ; but willlay them upon all them that 
hate thee. 16 And thou fhalt comfume all the 
people which the Lorn thy God {hall deliver 
thee, thine eye fhall have no pity upon them: 
neither (l.alt thou ferve their gods, for that wilt 
be a {nare unto thee, 


He will | 


17 If thou {halt fay in). 
thine | 


2s] 


in fellowfhip with thofe that do thofe works. 


2 
ce { 
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thine heart, Thefe nations are more than I, how 


can I difpoflefs them? 18 Thou fhalt not be a- 
fraid of them: but fhalt well remember what 


the Lorp thy God did unte Pharaoh, and unto 
~ all Egypt; 


19 The great temptations which 
thine eyes faw, and the figns, and the won- 
ders, and the mighty hand, and the {tretched- 
out arm, whereby the Logp thy God brought 
thee out: fo fhall the Lorp thy God do unto 
all the people of whom thou art afraid. 20 


Moreover, the Lora thy God will fend the hor- 


net among them, until they that are left, and 
hide themfelves from thee, be deftroyed. 21 


Thou fhalt not be affrighted at them: for the 


Lorp thy God is among you, a mighty God 
and terrible. 22 And the Lorp thy God will 
‘put out thofe nations before thee by little and 
hittle, thou mayeft not confume them at once, 
left the beafts of the field increafe upon thee. 


23 But the Lory thy God fhall deliver them. 


unto thee, and {hall deftroy them with a migh- 
ty deftruction, until they be deftroyed. 24 
And he fhall deliver their kings into thine hand, 
and thou fhalt deftroy their name from under 
heaven: there fhall no man be able to ftand 
-before thee, until thou have deftroyed them. 
a5 The graven images of their gods fhall ye 
burn with fire: thou fhalt not defire the filver 
or gold ¢hat is on them, nor take 7t unto thee, 
left thou be fnared therein: for it zs an.abomi- 
nation to the Lorp thy God. 26 Neither fhalt 
thou bring an abomination into thy houfe, left 
thou bea curfed thing like it: duz thou fhalt 


utterly deteft it, and thou fhalt utterly abhor it, 


for it 7¢ a curfed thing. — 
Here, Firf, The caution againft idolatry is aptited, and 


again{t communion with idolaters, ver. 16. ‘Thou fhalt confume 
the people—and not ferve their gods. We are in danger of ha- 
ving fellowthip with the worts of darkne/s, if we take pleafure 
Here 1s alfo a 
repetition of the charge to de/froy the images, ver. 25, 26. The 
‘idols which the heathen had worfhipped were an abomination 


to God, and therefore mult be fo to them: All that truly love 


‘God, shuiee what he hates. Obferve how this is urged upon 
them, Thou fhatt utterly deteft it, and thou Jhalt utterly abhor it: 
Such a holy indignation as ehis toatl we conceive ‘again{t fin, 
‘that abominable. thing, which the Lord hates. They mutt not 
retain the images, either to gratify their covctounefs, Thou Seat 
snot defire the filvér or gold that is on them, nor think it pity to 
‘have that deftroyed; -Achan paid dear for converting that for 
hisown ufe which was an anathema: Nor to gratify | thy curi- 
ofity 5 neither fhalt thou ring it into thine houfe, to be hung up 
as an ornament, or preferved : as a monument of ahtiquity ; no, 
‘to the fire with it, that is the fittelt place for it. “T'wo reafons 
-are given for this caution, Leff thou be fnared therein, ver. 25.5 
.4.-e. left thou be drawn, ere thou art-aware, to like it, and love 


“Ht, to fancy it, and pay refpe@ to it: And Lf thou bea curfed 


thing like it, ver. 26. 


They that make images, are faid to be 
Vou. I. 
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like unto them, ftupid and fenfelefs; here they are faid to be 
in a worfefenfe like to them, accurfed of God, and devoted 
to deftruétion. Compare thefe two reafons together, and ob- 
‘ferve, That whatever brings us into a fuare, brings us under a 
Cur fee 

Reade The promife of God’s favour to them, if they 
would be obedient, is enlarged upon with a moft affecting co- 
pioufnels, and fluency of expreflion; which fpeaks how much 
it is both Gea’s defire, and our own interefy that we be religie 
ous. All poflible affurance is here given them, 

[i.]} That if they would fincerely endeavour to do their © 
art of the covenant, God would certainly perform ‘his part. 
He fhall keep the mercy which he fware unto thy fathers, ver. 
12. Let us be conftant to our duty, and we cannot queftion 


the conftancy of God’s mercy. 


[2.]} That if they would love God, and ferve him, and de- 


‘vote themfelves and theirs to him, he would Jove them, and 


ble[s them, and multiply them greatly, ver. 13, 14. What could 
they defire more to make them happy? (1.) He will love 
thee. He began in love to us, 1 John iv. 21..and if we return 
his love in filial duty, then, and then only, we may expect the 
continuance of it, John xiv. 21. ©(2.) He will dle/s thee with 
the tokens of his love, above all people. If they would diftin- 


“ guith themfelves from their neighbours by fingular fervices, God 


would dignify them above their neighbours by fingular bleflings« 
(3.) He will multiply thee. Increafe was the ancient blefling 
for the peopling of the world, once and again, Gen, i. 28.— 
ix. 1.; and here for the peopling of Canaan, that little world 
by itfelf. ‘The inctéafe both of their families, and of their _ 
ftock, is promifed: They fhould neither have eftates without — 
heirs, nor heirs without eltates ; but fhould have the complete 
fatisfation of having many children, and_ plentiful ghee” 
and portions for them, 

[3-] That if they would keep themfelves pure fom the idk , 


latries of Egypt, God would kcep them clear from the di/ea/er 


of Egypt, ver. 15, It feems to refer not only to thofe plagues 
of Egypt, by the force of which they were delivered, but to 
fome other epidemical country difea/e, as we call it, which they 
remembered the prevalency of among the Egyptians, and by 
which God-had chaftifed them for their national fins. Difeafes 
are God’s fervants, go where he fends them, and do what he 
bids them: It is therefore good for the health of our bedies to 
mortify the fin of our fouls. 

4.| That if they would cut off the devoted Salone they 
foould cut them off, and none fhould be able to ftand before 
them. Their duty in this matter would itfelf be their advan- 
tage. Thou /halt confume all the people which the Lord thy God 
Jrall deliver thee, that is the precept, ver. 16. and then the 
Lord thy God fall deiiver them unto thee, and fhall deftroy them, 
that is the promife, ver. 23. Thus we are commanded, not to 
ket fin. reign, nor to indulge ourfelves in it, or give countenance 
to it, but to hate it, and ftrive again{t it; and then God has 
promifed, that fin shall uot have dominion over us, Rom. vi. L2y / 
1Z. but we fhall be more than conquerors ever it. 

The. difficulty and. doubtfulnefs of the conqueft of Canaan 
having been a ftone of ftumbling to their fathers, he here ani« 
mates them againft thofe things which were moft likely to dif- 
courage. them, bidding them not to be afraid of them, ver. 18. 
and again, ver. 21. 

I Ds Let them not be ditheartened by the number and {trength 
of their enemies... Say not, They are more than J, ‘how can I 
difpoffe[s them ?, ver. 17. We are apt to think, that the moft 
numerous muft.needs.be vi€torious. But to fortify them againtt 
this temptation, he minds them of the deftrudion of Phatach, 
and all the power of Egypt, ver. 18,19. They had feen the 
great temptations or miracles, (of the Chaldee reads it,) the fens 
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and wonders, wherewith God had brought them out of Egypt 
in order to his-bringing of them into Canaan; and from thence 
might eafily infer, both that God could difpoffefs the Canaan- 
ites, who, though formidable enough, had not fuch advantages 
againft Ifrael as the Egyptians had: He that had done the 
greater, could do the Jefler, and that he wou/d difpoflefs them, 
otherwife his bringing IJfrael out of Egypt had been no kind- 
nefs to them. He that begun, would finifh. Thou fhalt there- 
fore well remember this, ver. 18. The word and works of 
God are then qwel/ remembered, when they are improved as helps 


to our faith and obedienee. That is wel/ /aid up, which is tea- 


dy to us when we have occafion to ufe it. 


2dly, Let them not be difheartened by the weaknefs and de- 
ficiency of their owa forces; for God would fend them in | 
auxiliary troops of hornets, or wafps, as fome read, ver. 20._ 


iter! bigger than ordinary, which fhould fo terrify and mo- 
eft their enemics, and perhaps be the death of many of them, 


that their mo{t numerous armies would become an eafy prey to — 


Hrael. God plagued the Egyptians with jfies, but the Canaan- 
ites with hornets. Thofe who take not warning by leffer judge- 
ments on others, may expect greater on themfelves. But their 
great encouragement was, that they had God among them, a 
mighty God and terrible, ver. 21. «And if God be for us, if 
‘God be with us, we need not fear the power of any creature 
again{t us. 
3dly, Let them not be difheartened by the flow progrefs of 
their arms, nor think the Canaanites would never be fubdued, 
if they were not expelled the firlt year; no, they mult be put 
' vout by Little-and littl, and not all at ounce, ver. 22. Note, We 
muft not think, that becaufe the deliverance of the church, and 
the deftrution of its enemies, is not effected prefently, there- 
fore it will.never be effected ; God will dois own work, in 
his own method and time; and we may.be fure that is always 
the beft. .Thus corruption is driven out of the hearts of belie-. 
vers Ly tittle and Kittle; the work of fandtification is carried on 
gradually: But that judgment wilh at length be brought forth 
into a complete victory. ‘he reafon here given, (as before 
Exod. xxiii. 29, 32.) is, Leff the beaft of the field increafe up- 
on thee. ‘The earth God has given to the children, of men ; 
and therefore there fhall rather be a remainder of Canaanites to 
keep poffeflion till Ifrael become numerous enough to replenifh 
it, than that it fhould be an Aaditation of dragons, and a court 
for the wild beafis of the defart, Va. xxxiv. 13.. Yet God 
could have prevented this mifchief from the beafts, Lev. xxvi. 
6. But pride, and fecurity, and other fins that are the common 
effects of a fettled profperity, were the enemies, more danger- 
vous than the beafts of the field, that would be apt to increa/e 
upon them See Judg. iit.-1, 4. 
CH ACP. SVIEE 
Mofes had charged parents, in teaching their children, to whet 
the word of God upon them, chap. vi. 7. by frequent repeti- 
tion of the fame things over and over again: And here he 
himfelf takes the fame method in inflruding the Ifraelites as his 
children, frequently inculcating the fame precepts and cautions, 
with the fame motives-or arguments to enforce them, that what 
they heard fo oft might abide with them. In this chapter Mo- 
Jes gives them, I. General exhortations to obedience, ver.1,—6. 
If. 4 review of the great things God had done for them in 
the wildernefs, as a good argument for obedience, ver. 2,—5. 
and ver, 15,16. ILL. 4 profped of the good land into which 
God would now bring them, ver. 7,—g9. IV. A neceffary 
saution againft the temptations of a profperous conditton, ver. 
“10,—14. and 17, 18— V. A fair warning of the fatal. con- 
Sequences of apoftaly from God, ver. 193 20..; 


DEUTERONOMY. 


i 
* 


ye may live, and multiply, and go in and pof. 


Chap. VII 


% LL the commandments which I command 
thee this day, fhall ye obferve to do, that — 


fefs the land, which the Lorp fware unto your ~ 


fathers. 2 And thou fhalt remember all the 


way which the Lorp thy God led thee thefe 


forty years in the wildernefs, to humble thee, 
and to prove thee, to know what was in thine 


heart, whether thou wouldit keep his command 
3 And he humbled thee, and — 


ments, or no. 


4 


fuffered thee to hunger and fed thee with man- | 


na (which thou kneweft not, neither did thy 


fathers know), that he might make thee know. 


that man doth not live by bread only, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of the Lorp doth man live. 4 Thy raiment 
waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot 
fwell thefe forty years. 5 Thou fhalt alfo con- 
fider in thine heart, that as a man chafteneth 
his fon, /o the Lorn thy God .chafteneth: thee. 
6 Therefore thou fhalt keep the commandments 
of the Lorp thy God, to walk in his ways, and 
to fear him. 7 For the Lorp thy God bringeth 
thee into a good land, a land of brooks of wa- 
ter, of fountaims, and depths that {pring out of 
valleys and hills, § A land of wheat, and bar- 
ley, and vines, and fig-trees; and pomegranates, 
a land of otl-olive, and honey, 9 A land 
wherein thou fhalt eat bread without fcarcenefs, 
thou fhalt not lack any thing in it, a land whofe 
ftones are iron,and out of whofe hills thou may- 
eft dig brafs. ir 


The charge here given them is the fame as before, to. keep: 


and do all God’s commandments. Their obedience mutt bey, 


1. Careful, Ob/erve to do. 2. Univerfal, to do all the command. — 


ments, ver. 1. And, 3. From.a goad principle, with a regard. 
to God, as the Lord, and their God, and particularly with a 
holy fear of him, ver. 6.; from a reverence of his majelty, a 
fubmifion to his authority, and a dread of his wrath. pes 
To engage them to this obedience, ‘befides the great advan. 
tages of it, which he fets before them, ver. 1. that they fhould 


live and multiply, and all fhould be well with them, he direéts | 


them, , 

Firft, To look back upon the wildernefs through which Ged 
had now brought them, ver. 2. Thou Jhalt remember all the 
way which theLord thy God led thee thefe forty years in the 


wildernes. Now they were come to age, and were entering 


upon their inheritance, they mult be minded of the- difcipline: 
they had been under: during their minority, and the method 
God had taken to train them up for himfelf The wildernefs 
was the {chool in which they had been for forty years boarded: 


and taught under tutors and governors ; and now was.a time to — 


bring all. this to remembrance. The accurrences of thefe la(t 


forty years were, 1. Very memorable, and well worthy to,be 


remembered, 2. Very ufeful and profitable to be remembered, 
as yielding a complication of arguments for obedience. Andy. 


3. Uhey were recorded on purpofe that they might be remem. 


bered. As the fealt of the paflover was a memorial of their: 
- - . sdeliverance: 


him. 


Chap. VII. - 


deliverance outof Egypt, fo the feaft of tabernacles was of their 
pafflage- through. the wildernefs. Note, It is very good for us 
to remember all the ways both of God’s providence and grace, 
by which he hath led us hitherto through this wildernefs, that 
we may be prevailed with chearfully to ferve him, and truft in 
Here let us fet up. our Ebenezer. - 

{1.] They muft remember the /raits they were fometimes 


' brought into: tft, For the mortifying of their pride: it was to 


bumble them, that they:might not be exalted above meafure 


with the abundance of miracles that were wrought in their fa- 
vours, and that they might got be fecure, and confident of be- 
ing in Canaan prefently. 2dly, For the manifefling of their 


_ perverfenefs, to prove them, that they and others might know 


~v. 6. To the hungry foul every bitter thing is fweet. 


(for God himfelf perfectly knew it before} al/ that was in their 
heart 3 and might fee that God chofe them, not for any thing 
in them that might recommend them to his favour, for their 
whole carriage was difobliging. —Many commandments God gave 
them, which there had been no occafion for, if they had not 
been led through the wildernefs, as thofe relating to the man- 
na, (Exod. xvi. 28.) and God thereby ¢ried them, as our firft 


parents were tried by the trees of the garden, whether they’ 


wou'd keep God’s commandments or no; or, God thereby pro- 
ved them, whether they would truft his promifes; the word 
which he commanded to a thoufand generations, and, in depend- 
ance on his promifes, obey his precepts. 

[2.] They muft remember the /upplies which were always 
granted them. God himfelf took particular care of their food, 
raiment, and health; and.what would they have more? 

iff, They had manna for food, ver. 3. God /uffered them to 
hunger, and then fed them with manna, that the extremity of 
their want might “make their fupply the more acceptable, and 
God's goodnefs to them therein the more remarkable. God 
often brings his people low, that he may have the honour of 
helping them. And thus the manna of heavenly comforts is 
given to them that unger and thirft after righteoufne/s, a 
Tt is faid 


-of the manna, that’ it. was a fort of food which neither they nor 


their fathers knew, yer. 3. and again, ver. 16, If they knew 
that there was fuch a thing that fell fometimes» with the dew 
in thofe countries, as fome think they did, yet it was never 
known to fall in fuch vaft quantities, fo conftantly, and at all 
feafons-of the year; fo long, and only about a certain place: 
Thefe things were altogether miraculous, and without prece- 


‘dent: The Lord created a new thing for their fupply. And 


hereby he taught them, That man liveth not by bread alone: 
Though God hath appointed bread for the ftrengthening of 
mans heart, and that is ordinarily made the ftaff of life, yet 
God can, when he pleafes, command fupport and nourifhment 
without it, and make fomething elfe, very unlikely, to anfwer 


_ the intention as well. !We might live upon air, if it were fanc- 


tified for that ufe by zhe word of God; tor the means God or- 
dinarily ufeth he is not tied: to, but can perform his kind pur- 
pofes to his people without them. Our Saviour quotes this 
fcripture in anfwer to that temptation of Satan, Command that 
thefe ftones may be made bread. What needs that? faith Chrift; 
my heavenly Father can keep me alive without bread, Mat. iv. 
3,4. Let none of God’s children diftruft their Father, nor 
take any finful indireé&t courfe for the fupply of their own ne- 
ceflities ; fome way or other God will provide for them in the 
way of duty, and honeft diligence, and verily they /ball be fed. 


_—lIt may be applied fpiritually: The word of God, as it is the 


revelation of God’s will and grace, duly received and enter- 
tained by faith, is the food of the foul; the life which is fup- 
ported by that is the life of the man, and not only that which 
is fupported by bread. . The manna typified Chrift, the Bread 
of life. Fe is the Word of Gods by him we live. ‘The Lord 
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evermore give us that bread which endures to efernal life, and 
let_us not put off with the meat that peri/beth. 

adly, The fame clothes ferved them from Egypt to Canaan, 
at leaft the generality of taem. ‘Though they had not change 
of raiment, yet it was always mew, and waxed not old upoa 
them, ver. 4. This was a-{tanding miracle, and the greater, 
if, as the Jews fay, they grew with them, fo as to be always 
fit for them. But it is plain they brought out of Egypt bundles 
6f clothes on their fhoulders, Exod. xii. 34. which they might 
barter with each other as there was occafion ; and thofe, with 
what they. wore, fufficed till they came into a country where 
they could furnifh themfelves with new clothes. ‘ 

Now, by the method God took of providing food and rai- 
ment for them, (1.) He humbled them. It was a. mortification 
to them to be tied for forty years together to the fame meat, _ 
without any varieties, and to the fame clothes, in the fame 
fafhion. Thus he taught them, that the good things he defign- 
ed for them: were figures of detter things ; and ‘that the happi- 
nefs of man confifts not in being clothed in purple, or fine lin- 
en, and in faring fumpluoufly every day, but by being taken in- 
to covenant and communion with God, and in /earning his 
righteous judgments. God’s law, which was given to Ifrael in the 
wildernefs, muft be to them in{tead of food and raiment. (2.) 
He proved them, whether they could truft him to provide for 
them then when means and fecond caufes failed. Thus he 
taught them to live in a dependance upon providence, .and 
not to perplex themfelves with care, ewhat they /hould eat and 
drink, and wherewithal they fhould be clothed. — Chrift would 
have his difciples learn the fame leffon, Mat. w. 25. and took 
a like method to teach it them, when he /ént them out without 
purfe or ferip, and yet took care that they /acked nothing, 
Luke xxii. 35. {3-) God took care of their health and eafe. 
Though they travelled on foot in a dry country, the way rough 
and untrodden, yet their feet /welled not; God preferved them 
from taking hurt by the inconveniencies of their journey ; and 
mercies of that kind we ought to acknowledge. Note, Thofe 
that follow God’s condué are not only /afe, but. ea/y. Our 
feet fwell not while we keep in the way of duty; it is the way 
of tranfyreffion that is hard, Proy. xii. 15. God has promi- 
fed to keep the fect of his faints, 1 Sam. il. 9. 

[3-] They mutt alfo remember the rebukes they had been 
under, ver. 5. During thefe years of their education, they 
had been kept under a {trict difcipline, and not without need. - 
As a man chafteneth bis fon for his good, and becaufe he loves 
him, /o the Lord thy God chafteneth thee. God is a loving, 
tender Father to all his children, yet when there is occafion _ 
they fhall feel the fmart of the rod. - Ifrael did fo; they were 
chaftened, that they might not be condemned; chaftened with - 
the red of men: Not as a man wounds and flays his enemies, 
whofe deftruéion he aims at; but as a man chafteneth his 
fon, whofe happinefs and welfare he defigns. So did their 
God chaften them: he chaflened and taught them, Pfal. xciv. 
12. This they matt confider in their heart, i. e. they muft own 
it from their own experience, that God had corrected them 
with a fatherly love, for which they mutt return to a filial re- 
verence and compliance. Becaufe God has chaflened thee, as 
a Father, therefore, ver. 6. thou fbalt keep his commandments. 
This ufe we fhould make of all our affliftions; by them let us 
be engaged and quickened to our duty.— Thus they are direc- 
ted to Jook back upon the wildernefs. 

Secondly, He direéts them to /ock forward to Canaan, into 
which God was now bringing them. Look which way we 


‘will, both our reviews and our profpeds will furnihh us’ with 


arguments for obedience. —The land which they were now 

going to take pofieflion of, is here defcribed to be a very good 

land, ver. 4, 8, 9. There was every thing in it that was de- 
G 


4G 2 firable. 


. 


. firable. 


6o4 


(1,) It was ewel/ watered, like Eden, the garden of 
the Lord.—I\t was a land of brooks of water, of fountains and 
depths, which contributed to-the fruitfulnefs of the foil. Per- 
haps there was more plenty of water there now than had been 
in Abraham’s time, the Canaanites having found and digged 
wells; fo that Ifrael reaped the fruit of feir induftry as well 
as of God’s bounty. (2.) The ground produced. great plen- 
ty of all good things, not only for the neceffary fupport, but 
for the convenience and comfort of human life. In their fa- 
thers land they had bread enough ; it was corn-land, a land of 
wheat and barley, where, with the common care and labour of 
the hufbandman, they might eat bread without fearcene/s. It 
was a frutiful /and, that was never turned into barrenne/s, but 
jor the iniquity of them that dwelt therein. They had not on- 
Ty water enough to quench their thirft, but vines, the fruit 
‘whereof was ordained to make glad the heart. And were they 
defirous of dainties, they needed not to fend to far countries 
for them, when their own was fo well ftocked with fig-trees and 
pomegranates, olives of the beft kind, and Aoney, or date-trees, 
as fome think it fhould be read. (3.) Even the bowels of its 
earth were very rich, though it fhould feem that /i/ver and gold 
they had none; of thefe the princes of Sheba fhould bring pre- 
Jfents, Pal, Ixxii. 15. Yet they had plenty of thofe more 
'ferviceable metels, éron, and Jrafs. Iron-flone, and mines of 
brafs, were found in'their hills. See Job xxvii. 2. © 
Now, thefe things are mentioned, 1/7, To thew the great 
difference betweea that wildernefs through which God had led 
them, and the good land into which he was bringing them. 
Wote, Thofe that bear the inconveniencies of an afflifted ftate 
with patience and fubmiflion, are umb/ed by them, and prove 
well under them, are beft prepared for better circumftances. 
2dly, Te thew what obligations they lay under to keep God’s 
commandments, both in gratitude for his favours to them, .and 
in interef? that the favours might be continued. The only 
way to keep poflefon of this good land, would be to keep in 
the way of their duty. 3d/y, To thew what a figure it was 
of good things to come. Whatever others faw, it is probable 
Mofes in it faw a type of the better country :" the gofpel- 
church, ia the New Teftament Canaan, watered with the Spi- 
rit in his gifts and graces, planted with the trees of righteouf- 
efs, bearing the fruits of righteoufnefs. Heaven is the good 
hind, in. which there is nothing wanting, and where there is a 


fulnefs of joy. 

£0: When thou haft eaten and art full, then 
thou fhalt blefs the Lorp thy God, for the 
good land which he hath given thee. 11 Be- 
ware that thou forget not the Lorp thy God, 
in not keeping his commandments, and _ his 
judgements, and his flatutes, which I command 
thee this day: 12 Left when thou haft eaten 
and art full, and haft built goodly houfes, and 
dwelt therein; 13 And when thy herds and 
thy flocks multiply, and thy filver and thy gold 
is multiplied, and all that thou haft is multi- 
plied : 
thou forget the Lorp thy God (which brought 
thee forth out of the land. of Egypt, from the 
houfe of bondage; 15 Who led thee through 
that great and terrible wildernels, wherein were 
fiery ferpents, and fcorpions, and drought, 
where there was no water; who brought thee 
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14, Then thine heart be lifted up, and | 


Chap. VOL. 


forth water out of the rock of flint; 16 Who 
fed thee in the wildernefs with manna, which 
thy fathers knew not, that he might humble 
thee, and that he might prove thee, to do thee 
good at thy latter end); 17 And thou fay in 
thine heart, My power, and the might of my 
hand, hath gotten me this wealth. 18 But 
thou fhalt remember the Lorp thy God: for 
itis he that giveth thee power to get wealth, 
that he may eftablifh his covenant which he 
fware unto thy fathers, as it zs this day. Ig 
And it fhall be, if thou do at all forget the — 


Lorn thy God, and walk after other gods, and 


ferve them, and worfhip them, I teftity againtt 
you this day, that ye fhall furely perifh. 20 
As the nations which the Lorn dettroyeth be- 
fore your face, fo fhall ye perifh: becaufe ye 
would not be obedient unto the voice of the 
Lorv your God. 


Mofes having mentioned the great plenty they would find. 
in the land of Canaan, finds it neceflary to caution them a- 
gain{t the abufe of that plenty ; which was a fin they would 
be the more prone to, now they came into that vineyard of the 
Lord, immediately out of a barren defart. ee 

Firfl, He directs them to the duty of a profperous condi- 
tion, ver. 10. They are allowed to eat, even to fulne/s 3 not 
to furfeiting or excefs: But let them always remember their. 
Benefactor, the founder of their feaft, and never fail to give 
thanks after meat: Then thou Joalt blefs the Lord thy God. ° 
(1.) They muft take heed of eating or drinking fo much as: 
to indifpofe themfelves for this duty of blefing God, but ra- 
ther ferve God therein with fo much the more chearfulnefs. 
and enlargement. (2.) They muft not have any fellowthip- 
with thofe that when they had eaten, and were full, blefled 
falfe gods, as the Ifraelites themfelves had done in their wor- 
fhip of the golden calf, Exod. xxxii. 6. (3.) Whatever they. 
had the comfort of, God muft have the glory of. As our Sa- 
viour has taught us to blefs before we eat, Mat. xiv. 19, 20, 
fo we are here tauyht to blefs after meat. That is our Ho- 
Jannah, God blefs; this is our Hallelujah, Blefled be God. 
Ln every thing we muft give thanks. From this law the reli- 
gious Jews took up a laudable ufage of blefling God, not only 
at their folemn meals, but upon other occafions ; if they drank 
off a cup of wine, they lifted up their hands, and faid, Blefo 
Jed be he that created the fruit of the vine to make glad the hearts 
‘Tf they did but fmell at a flower, they faid, Bleffed be he that 
‘maketh this flower fweet. (q.) When they give thanks for 
the fruits of the land, they muft give thanks for the ‘good land 
itfelf, which was given them "by promife. From all our: 
comfortable enjoyments we mutt take occafion to thank God 
for our comfortable /ettlements ; and I know not but we of this. 
nation have as much reafon as they had to. give thanks for-a. 
good land.. yee: 

Secondly, He arms them. again{t the temptations of'a prof- 
perous conditions, and charges them to ftand upon their. guard’ 
againft them, When thon art fettled. in goodly houfes of thy: 
own building, ver. 12. (for though God gave them houfes. 
which they builded not, chap. vi. 10. thofe would not ferve - 


| them, they muft have larger and finer.) And when thou art 


grown rich in cattle,.in filver and in gold, ver. 13. as. Abraham,. 
Gen. xi. 2, When all thou haft is multiplied, — . 
f1.] Then 


Chap. VIE - | 
_ [1] Then take heed of pride. Beware then, Jef thine 


heart be lifted up, ver. 14. When the eftate rifeth, the mind 
is apt to rife with it, in-felf-conceit, felfcomplacency, and {elf 


or] 


confidence. Let us therefore ftrive to keep the fpirit low in 


a high condition: Humility is both the eafe and the ornament 
of profperity. Fake heed of fayiag fo much as in thy heart 


that proud word, My power, and the might of my hand hath 


gotten me this wealth, ver. 17. Note, We mutt never take the 
praife of our profperity to ourfelves, nor,attribute it to our _in- 
genuity or indultry ; for bread is not always to the wi/e, nor 


_ riches to men of underflanding, Eccl. ix. 11. It is fpiritual i- 
dolatry thus to /acrifice to our own net, Hab. i. 16. © 


[2.] Then take heed. of forgetting God. «This follows up- 
on the Lifting up of the heart ; for itis through the pride of the 
countenance that the wicked feek not after God, Plal. x. 4. 
Thofe that admire themfelves, de/pife God. 

1. Forget not thy duty to God, ver. 11.* We forget God if 
we keep not his commandments ; we forget his authoricy o- 
ver us, and our obligations to him, and expeétations from him, 
if we be not obedient to his laws. When men grow rich, 
they are tempted to think religion a needlefs thing; they 
are. happy without it, think it a thing below them, and 
too hard upon them; their dignity forbids them to f{toop, 
and their liberty forbids them to ferve. But we are bafe- 
ly ungrateful if the better God is to us, the worfe we are to 
him. 

2. Forget not God’s former dealings with thee; thy dcli- 
werance out of Egypt, ver. 14. the provifion he made for thee 
in the wildernefs, that great and terrible wilderne/s : They mutt 


never forget the impreffions which the horror of that wilder- |. 


-nefs made upon them. See Jer. ii. 6. where it is called the 


very Jbadow of death. There God preferved them from being 


deftroyed by the fiery ferpents and fcorpions, though fometimes 
she made ufe of them for their correction : There he kept them 
from perifhing for want of water, following them with water 
out of a rock of flint, ver. 15. out of which (faith Bifhop Pa- 


; trick) one would rather have expected fire than water: ‘There 


he fed them with manna, of which before, ver. 3. taking care 
to keep them alive, that he might do them good at their latier 
end, ver. 16. Note, God referves the beft till the laft for his 
Ifrael. However he may feem to deal hardly with them by 
the way, he will not fail to do them good at their latter end. 
3. Forget not God’s hand in thy prefent profperity, ver. 18.5 
remember it is. he that giveth thee wealth ; for he giveth thee 
power to get wealth. See here how God’s giving, and our 


getting, are reconciled, and apply it to fpiritual wealth. It is - 


our duty to get wifdom, and above all our gettings to get under- 
fianding ; and yet it is God’s grace that gives wifdom 5. and: 
when we have got it, we muft not fay it was the might of our 
hand that got it, but muft owa it was God that gave us power 


- to get.it, and therefore to him we mutt give the praife, and con- 


fecrate the ufe of it. The blefing of the Lord on the hand of 
the diligent iakes rich, both for this world, and for the other. 
—He giveth thee power to get wealth ; not fo much to gratify 
thee, and make thee eafy, as that he may e/fabli/h his covenant. 
All God?s. gifts are in purfuance of his promifes. 

Lafily, He repeats the fair warning he. had often given them 
of the fatal-confequences of their. apoftafy from God, ver..19, 
20. Obferve, (1.) How he defcribes the fin ; it is forgetting 
‘God, and then wor/bipping other gods.. What: wickedneds will 


not they fall:into that keep thoughts of-God out of their minds? 


and when once the affections are. difplaced from God,, they will 
foon be mi/placed upon. lying vanities. f 
ces wrath and ruin againft them for it:. If ye da fo, ye /hall 
Jurely perifo, and the power and might of your hands, you are 
fo proud of, cannot help yous. Nay, you.fhall perifh, as. the na- 
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_ tions that are driven out before you. 
account of you, notwith{tanding his covenant with you, and 


(2.). How. he denoun- | 


605, 
God will make no more’ 


your relation to him, than he doth-of them, if you will not be 
obedient and faithful to him.—They that follow’ others in fin,, 
will certainly follow them to deftruétion. If we do as finners 
do, we mult expect to fare as fianers fare ! 


C™TL Ace. ik 
The defign of Mofes in this chapier 15, to convince the people 
of lrael of thew uaworthine/s to receive from God thofe 
great favours that were now to be conferred upon them 5: 
writing this, as tt were in capital letters, at the head of 
their charter, Not for your fake, be it known unto yous 
Ezek. xxxvi. 32. (1. He affures them of victory over 
their enemies, ver.1,—3. Il. He cautions them not to at- 
tribute their fuccefjes to their’ own merit, but to God's 
juflice, which was engaged again{t their enemies; and his 
‘faithfulnefs, which was engaged to them fathers, ver 4o 
—6. Ill. To make it evident that they bad no reafon to 
bouft of their own righteoufnefs, he rips up ther faults, 
fhews Hrael their tranfgreflions,.anzd the houfe of Jacob their: 
fins.. In general, they bad been all along a provoking peo- 
ple, ver..7,——-24. Ln particular, (%.) In the matter of 
the golden calf, the flory of which be largely relates, vere 
8,—21. (2.) He mentions fome other inflances cf their 
rebellion, vers 22,23. And, (3.) Reimrns at ver. 256 
tofpeak of the intercejfion be had made for them at Horels 
to prevent their being ruined for the golden. calf. 


F WEAR, Olitael: thou ar¢ to pafs over Jor= 

: dan this day,. to go in to poffefs nations 
greater and mightier than. thyfelf, cities, great. 
and fenced up to heaven, 2 A people great-and. 
tall, the children of the Anakims, whom thou: 
knoweft, and of whom thou hait heard fay, Who 
can ftand before the children. of Anak > 3.Un- 
derftand therefore this day, that the Lorp thy: 
God is he which goeth over before thee, asa. 
comfuming fire he fhall deftroy them; and he 
{hall bring them. down. before thy face’: fo. fhalt. 
thou drive them. out,.and deftroy them.quickly,. 
as the Lorp hath. faid: unto thee. 4,Speak not: 
thou in thine: heart, after that the Lorp thy 
God hath caft themi.out from: before thee, fay-- 
ing, For my righteoulnefs the-Lorp hath brought 
me in to poflefs this land: but. for the wicked— 
nefs.of thefe nations the Lorn doth drive them: 
out from: before:thee. 5 Not for thy righteouf- 
nefs, or for the uprightnefs of. thine heart, dott. 
thou go.to. poflefs.their land :. but for. the wic— 
kednefs of thefe nations,the Lorp thy-God doth: 


- drive:them® out from ‘before: thee; and that he: ~ 


may perform the. word. which. the Lorp.fware: 


_ unto. thy fathers, Abraham, -Ifaac, and: Jacob.. 
6. Underftand therefore, that the Lorn thy 


God giveth thee not this good: land: to poffefs it,, 
for thy righteoufnels;, for thou.aré a ftifneck-. 

ed people.. . 
The call to attention, yer: 1.. Hear;.0 Lrael, intimates, this: 
was 
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was a new difcourfe, delivered at fome diftance of time after 
the former, probably the next fabbath-day. 

[1.] He reprefents to them the formidable ftrength of the 
enenties. which they were now to eficounter, ver. 1. ‘The na- 
tions they were to difpoffels were mightier than themfelves ; 
not a rude and undifciplined rout, like the natives of America, 
that were eafily made a prey of. But ‘fhould they befiege them, 
they would find their cities well fortified, according as the art 
of fortification then was: Should they engage’ them in the field, 
they would find the people great and tall, of whom common 
fame had reported, there was no flanding before them, ver. 2. 
This reprefentation is much the fame with that which the evil 

(Spies had made, Numb. xiii. 28, 33- but made with a very 
different intention: That was defigned to drive them from 
God, and to difcourage their hope in him ; this to drive them 
‘to God, and engage their hope in him: Since no power lefs 
than that which is almighty could fecure and fucceed them. 

[2.] He affures them of victory, by the prefence of God 
with them, notwithftanding the ftrength of the enemy, ver. 3. 
Underfland therefore what thou mutt traft to for fuccefs, and 
which way thou muft look; it is the Lord thy God that goes 
Lefore thee ; not only as thy captain, or commander in chief, to 
give direction, but as a confuming fire, to do execution among 
them.—Obferve, He fhall defroy them, and then thou halt 
drive them out. ‘Thou canft not drive them out, unlefs he de- 
froy them, and bring them down: but he will not deftroy them 
and bring them down, unlefs'thou fet thyfelf in good earneft to 
drive them out. We mu{t do our endeavour in dependance 
upon God’s grace, and we fhall have that grace if we do our 
endeavour. 

[3.] He cautions them not to entertain the leaft thought of 
their own righteoufne/s, as if it had procured them this favour 

at God’s hand. Say not, For my righteou/ne/s, either with re- 
gard to my good character, or in recompenfe for any good fer- 
vice, the Lord hath brought me in to poffefs this land, ver. 4.5 
never think it 1s for thy righteoufne/s, or the uprightne/s of thy 
heart, that it is for and in confideration either of thy good con- 
verfation, or of thy good difpofition, ver. 5.; and again, ver. 
6. it is infifted on, becaufe it is hard to bring people from a 
conceit of their own merit, and yet very neceflary that it be 
done; wnderfland, know it, and believe it, and confider it, that 
the Lord thy God giveth thee not this good land for thy righte- 
oufnefs. Had{t thou been to come to it upon that condition, 
_ thou hadit been for éver fhut out of it, for thou art a_fliff-necked 
people. Note, Our gaining poffeflion of the heavenly Canaan, 
as it mult be attributed to God’s power, and not to our own 
might, fo it muft be afcribed to God’s grace, and not to our 
own merit: In Chrift we have both righteou/ne/s and /Irength, 
in him therefore we muft glory, and not in ourfelves, or any 
fufficiency of our own. : : 

[4.] He intimates to them the true reafons why God would 
take this good land out of the hand of the Canaanites, and fettle 
it upon Hrael, and they are borrowed from his own honour, 
not from Ifrael’s deferts. (1.) He will be honoured in the 
deftruction of idolaters. ‘They are juftly looked upon as ha- 
ters of him, and therefore he will wift their iniquity upon them. 
itis for the wickedne/s of thefe nations that God drives them 
out, ver. 4. and again, ver. §. All thofe whom God rejects 
are rejected for their own wickedne/s; but none of thofe whem 
he accepts.are accepted for their own righteou/nefs. (2.) He 
will be honoured in the performance of his promife to thofe 

~that are in coyenant with him: God {ware to the patriarchs, 
who loved him, and left all to follow him, that.he would give 
this land to their feed; and therefore he would keep that pro- 
mifed mercy far thoufands of them that loved him and kept his 
commandments ; he would not fuffer his promife to fail, It 
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was for their fathers fakes that they were Beloved, Rom. xi. 
28. Thus boafting is for ever excluded. See Eph, i. 9, 11. 


7 § Remember, and fofget not how thou pro- 
voked{t the Lorp thy God to wrath in the wil- 
dernefs: from the day that thou didft depart 


out of the land of Egypt, until ye came unto ~ 
this place, ye have been rebellious againft the 


Lorp. 8 Alfo in Horeb ye provoked the Lorn 
to wrath, fo that the Lor» was angry with you 
to have deftroyed you. g When I was gone 
up into the mount, to receive the tables of {tone, 


_ even the tables of the covenant which the Lorp 
made with you, then I abode in the mount for- 


ty days and forty nights; I neither did eat bread, 
nor drink water: 10 And the’Lorp delivered 
unto me two tables of ftone written with the 
finger of God, and on them was written accor- 
ding to all the werds which the Lorn fpake 
with you in the mount, out of the midft of fire, 
in the day of the aflembly. 11 And it came to 
pafs at the end of forty days and forty nights, 
that the Lorp gave me the two tables of ftone, . 
even the tables of the covenant. 12 And the 
Lorp faid unto me, Arife, get thee down quick- 
ly from hence; for thy people which thou haft 
brought forth out of Egypt, have corrupted 
themfelves: they are quickly turned afide out 
of the way which I. commanded them; they 
have made them a molten image. 13 Further- 
more, the Lorp fpake unto me, faying, 1 have 
feen this people, and behold, it zs a ftifinecked 
people. 14 Let me alone, that I may deftroy 
them, and blot out their name from under hea- 
ven: and I will make of thee a nation mightier 
and greater than they. 15 Sol turned, and 
came down from the mount, and the mount 
burned with fire: and the two tables of the co- 
venant were in. my two hands. 16 And I look- 
ed, and behold, ye had finned againft the Lorp 
your God, and had made you a molten calf: 
ye had turned afide quickly out of the way 
which the Lory had commanded you. 17 And 
I took the two tables, and caft them out of my 
two hands, and brake them before your eyes. 
18 And 1 fell down before the Lorb, as at the 
firft, forty days and forty nights; I did neither 
eat bread, nor drmk water, becaufe of all your 
fins which ye finned, in doing wickedly in the 
fight of the Lorp, to provoke him to anger. 
19 (For I was afraid of the anger, and hot dif- 
pleafure wherewith the Lorp was wroth againft 
you to deftroy you.) But the Lory hearken- 
ed unto me at that time alfo. 20 And. the 
LorD was very angry with Aaron to haye de- 
ie ftroyed 


ue 
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‘thereof into the brook that defeended out of. 


-chara€tet Mofes now at parting leaves of them, ver. 24.- You 


‘them, which upon all occafions made head-againft God. and 


the fame time. 21 And I took your fin, the 
calf which ye had made, and burnt it with fire, 
and ftamped it, avd ground it very fmall, even 
until it was as fmall.as duft: and I caft the duft 


the mount. 22 And at Taberah, and at Maf- 
fah, and at Kibroth-hataavah, ye provoked the 


Lorp to wrath. 23-Likewife when the Lorp | 


fent you from Kadefh-barnea, faying, Go up 
and poflefs the land which I have given you; 


then you rebelled again{t the commandment of | 


the Lorp your Ged, and ye believed him not, 
nor hearkened to his voice. 24 You have been 
rebellious againit the Lorp, from the day that 
1 knew you. 


down at the firft; becaufe the Lorn had faid 
he would deftroy you. 261 prayed therefore 
unto the Lorn, and faid,.O Lorn God, deftroy 
not thy people, and thine inheritance, which 


thou haft redeemed through thy greatnels, which | 


thou haft brought forth out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand. 27 Remember thy fervants, A- 


braham, Ifaac, and Jacob; look not unto the © 


ftubbornnels of this people, nor to their wick- 
ednefs, nor to their fin: 28 Left the land whence 
thou broughteft us out, fay, Becaufe the Lorp 


was not able to bring them into the land which _ 


he promifed them, and becaufe he hated.them, 


he hath brought them out to flay them in the 


wildernefs. 29 Yet they are thy people, and 
thine inheritance, which thou broughteft ‘out 
by thy mighty power, and, by thy ftretched-out. 
arm. . ; 


That they might have no pretence to think that God brought - 
them to Canaan for their righteoufnefs, he here fhews them 
what a miracle of-mercy it was that they had not long ere this 
been deftroyed in the wildernefs. 
how thou provoked the Lord thy God, ver. 7. So far from 
purchafing his favour, that thou shaft many a time laid thyfelf 
open to his difpleafure. Their fathers provocations are here. 
charged upon them ; for if God had dealt’ with their fathers 
according to their deferts, this generation had never been, 
much lefs had they entered Canaan.—We are apt to forget our 
provocations, efpécially when the {mart of the rod is over, and 
have need to be often put in mind of them, that we may never 
entertain any conceit of our own righteoufnefs. St Paul argues 
from the gui/t all mankind is under, to prove that we cannot 


be juflified before God by our own works, Rom.ii. 19, 20. If- 
- our works condemn us, they will not ju/lify us. 


[1+] They had been a provoking people ever fince they: 
came out of Egypt, ver. 7. Forty years long, from firft ‘to laft, 
were God and Mofes grieved with them. It is a very fad 


have been rebellious from the day I knew you. No fooner were 
they formed into a people but there was faction formed among 
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“‘ftroyed him: and I prayed for Aaron alfo at 


25 Thus I fell down before | 
the Lorp forty days and forty nights, as I fell 


Remember, and forget not, _ 
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his government. Though the Mofaic hiftory records little 
more than the occurrences of the firft and laft year of the for- 
ty, yet it feems by this general account that the reftof the 
years were not much better, but one centinued provocation. 
[2.] Even in Horeb they made a calf and worfhipped it, 
ver, 8, Sc. That was:a fin fo heinous, and by feveral aggra- 
vations made fo exceeding finful, that they deferved, upon all 
occafions, to be upbraided with it. It was done in the very 
place where the law was given, by which they were exprefsly 
forbidden to wer/bip God by images ; and while the mountain . 
was yet burning before their eyes, and Mofes was gone up to 
fetch them the law in writing, they turned afide quickly, . 
ver. 16. 
[3.], God was very angry with them for their fin. Let 
them not think that God overlooked what they did amifs, and 
gave them Canaan for what was good among them: No, God 
had determined to de/froy them, ver. 8. could eafily have done 


it, and have been no lofer by it;.befpoke Mofes to let him 


alone that he might do it, ver. 13,14. By this it appeared 
how heinous their fin was; for God is never angry with any 
above what there is caufe for, as men often are. Mofes him-- 
felf, though a friend and favourite, trembled at the revelation ~ 
of God’s wrath from heaven, againft their ungodline/s and un- 
righteoufne/s, ver. 19. I was afraid of the anger of the Lords 
afraid, perhaps, not for them only, but for himfelf, Pfal. cxix. 
120. 

[4.]:They had by their fin broken covenant with God, 
and forfeited all the. privileges of the covenant, which Mofes 
fignified to them by breaking the tables, ver. 17. A bill of 
divorce was given them, and. from thenceforward they might 
juftly have been abandoned for ever; fo that their mouth was 
certainly {topped from pleading any righ‘eou/ne/s of their own. . 
God had. in effect difowned them, when he faid -to Mofes, 
ver. 2. they are shy people, they are none cf mine, nor fhall 
they be dealt with as mine. . 
« [5-] Aaron himfelf fell under -God’s difpleafure for it, tho” 
he was the faint of the Lord, and was only brought by furprife 
or terror to be confederate with them in fin, vcr. 20. The 
Lord was very angry with Aaron. No man’s place or cha- 
raéter can fhelter him from the wrath of God, if he have /é/- 
low/bip with the unfruitful works of. darkne/s. Aaron that 
fhould have made atonement for them, if the iniquity would have.’ 
been purged away by facrifice and offering, did ‘himfelf fall un- 
der the wrath of.God: . So little did they confider what they 
did, when they drew him in. a 

[6.] It was with great'difficulty, and very long attendance, 
that Mofes himfelf prevailed to turn away the wrath of .God, 
and prevent their utter ruin. He fafied and prayed full forty 
days and forty nights before he could. obtain their pardon, 
ver. 18.; ‘and fome think twice forty days, ver. 25. becaufe it 
is faid, as I fell down before, whereas his errand in the fir{t 
forty was not of that nature. Others think it was but one for- 
ty, though twice mentioned; and again, chap..x. 10.; but 
that was enough to make them fenfible how great God’s dil- 
pleafure was againft them, and what a narrow turn they hac, 
for their lives.. And by this appears the greatnefs of God’s 
anger again{t all mankind,’ that no lefs a perfon than his Son, 


and no lefs a price. than his own blood, would. ferve to ¢urts 


it away.—Mofes here tells them the fubftanee of his intercef- 
fion for them. He was obliged to own their /ubbornne/s, and 
their wickedne/s, and their fin, ver. 27. ‘Their character was 
bad indeed, when he that-appeared an adyocate for them could 
not give them @ good word: And had nothing elfe to fay in 
their behalf but that God had done great things for them, 
which really did but aggravate their crime, ver. 26. that they 
were the pofterity of good anceftors, yer. 27, which er 

ato. 
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alfo have been tumed upon him, as making the matter worle, 
and not better; And that the Egyptians would reproach God, 

if he fhould deftroy them, as unable to perfe€t what he had 
‘wrought for them, ver. 28.; a plea which might eafily enough 
have been anfwered : No matter what the Egyptians fay, wile 
the Avavens declare Gods righteoufnefs. So that the faving of 
them from ruin at that time, was purely owing to the mercy 
of God, .and the importunity of Mofes, and not to any merit 
of theirs, that could be offered fo much as in miti gation of 
their offence. 

[7.] To-.affe& them the more with the deftraétion they 
avere then.at.the brink of, he defcribes the deftruation of the 
calf they had made very particularly, ver. 21. He calls it 
their fin; perhaps not only becaufe it had been the matter of 
their fin, but becaufe the deftroying of it was intended for a 
teftimony againft their fin, and an indication to them what the 
finners themfelves did deferve. They that made # were like 
santo it, and had had no wrong done them if they had been thus 
dtamped to duft, and confumed, and {cattered, and no remains 
of them left. It was infinite mercy that accepted the deftruc- 
tion of ¢he idol, initead of the deftruction of the idolaters. 

(8.] Even after this fair efcape that they had, in many 
other inftances they provoked the Lord again and again. He 
needed only to name the place, for they carried the memorials 
either of the fin, or of the punifhment, in their namés, ver. 22. 
At Taberah, burning, where God fet fire to them for their. 
murmuring ; At Maffah, the ‘empiation, where they challen- 
ged almighty power to help them: And at Kibroth-hattaarah, 


the grawes of duflers, where the dainties. they coveted were ~ 


their poifon, And after thefe, their unbelief and diftruft at 
XKadefh-barnea, which he had already told them of, chap. i. 
and here mentions again, ver. 24. had certainly compleated 
their ruin, if they had been dealt with according to their own 
merits. 

Now let them lay all this together, and it will appear, that 
whatever favour God fhould heteafter fhew them, in fubduing 
their enemies, and putting them in poffeflion of the land of 
Canaan, it was not for their righicoufnefs: It is good for us 
often to remember againit ourfelves, with forrow ahd fhame, 
our former fins, and to review the records confcience keeps of 
them, that we may fee how much we are indebted to free 
grace, and may humbly own that we never merited at ‘God’s 
hand any thing be wrath and the curfe. 


Ke H A-Paex, 

M Jes having, in the foregoing chapter, minded them of their 
own -fin, asa reajon why they fbould not depend upon 
their own righteoufnels, in this chapter fets before them 
God's great mercy to them, notwithfanding their provoca- 
tons, as a reason why they fbhould be more obedient for 
the future, 1. He mentions divers tokens of God’s favour 
and reconcihation to them, never to be forgotten. (1.) The 
renewing of the tables of the covenant, ver. 15—5§- (2) 
Giving orders for their progre/s towards Canaan, ver. 6, 
a. (3.) Chufing the tribe of Levi for bis own, ver. 8,9- 
And continuing the priefibood afier the death of Aaron, 
ver. 6, (5.) Owning and accepting the interceffion of 
Mofes for them, ver. TO, 11. Il. From hence be infers 
what obligations they lay under to fear, and love, and 
Jerve God, which he prefjes upon them with many motives, 
ver. 12,—22: 


} T that time the Lorn faid unto me, Hew 
f-\ thee two tables of ftone like unto the. firft, 
~ and come up unto me into the mount, and make 
thee an ark of wood. 2 And 1 will write on the 
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tables the words that were in’ thie firtt tables ; 
which thou breakeft, and thou fhalt put them ~ 
in the ark. .3 And I made an ark of fhittim- 
wood, and hewed two tables of ftone like unto 
the firft, and went up into the mount, having 

the two tablesin mine hand. 4 And he wrote ~ 
on the tables, according to the firft writing, the 
ten commandments, which the Lorp fpake un 
to you in the mount, out of the midft of the 
fire, in the day of the aflembly: and the Lorp 
gave them untome. 5 And I turned myfelf 
and came down from the mount, and put the 
tables in the ark which I had made, and there 
they be, as the Lorp commanded me. 6 § And 
the children of Ifrael took their journey from 
Beéroth of the children of faakan, to Moferah : 
there Aaron died, and there he was buried; and 
Eleazar his fon miniftered in the prieft’s office 
in his ftead. 7 From thence they journeyed 
into Gudgodah; and from matic to Jot- 
bath, a land of rivers of waters. 8 § At that — 
time the Lorp feparated the tribe of Levi, to 
bear the ark of the covenant of the Lorp, to 
ftand before the Lorp to minifter unto him, and 
to blefs in his name, unto this day. _g Where- 
fore Levi hath no part nor inheritance with his 
brethren: the Lorn is his inheritance, accord- 
ing as the Lorp thy God promifed him. 10 And 
I ftayed in the mount, according to the firft 
time, forty days and forty nights; and the Lorp. 
hearkened unto me at that time alfo, and the 
Lorp would not deftroy thee. 11 And the 
Lorp faid unto me, Arife, take thy journey be- 
fore the people; that they may go in, and pof- 
fefs the land which I fware unto es fathers to 
give unto them, | 

‘There were four things in and by which God hewed himfelf ; 
reconciled to Ifrael, and made them truly great and happy, and 
in which God’s goodnefs took occafion from their badnefs to" 
make himfelf the more iluftrious. ~ 

[1.] He gave them his law; gave it them in inilie as a 
ftanding pledge of his favour. Though the tables that were 
firft written were broken, becaufe they had broke the com- 
mandments, and God might juitly break the covenant; yet 
when his anger was turned away, the tables were reniewed, ver. 
I, 2. Note, God’s putting his law in our hearts, and writing 
it in our inward parts, is the fureft evidence of our reconcilia- 


tion to God; and the beft earneft of our happinefs in him. 
Mofes is bid to hew the tables, for the law prepares the heart 


by convittion and humiliation for the grace of God; but it is 


only that grace thet then writes the law in it. Motes made 
an ark of fbittim-wood, ver. 3. a plain cheft, the fame, 1 fup- 
pofe, in which’ the tables were afterwards preferved: But. 
Bezaleel is id to make it, Exod. xxxvii. 1. becaufe he after= 
wards finifhed it up, and overlaid ie with gold. Or, Mofes is 
{aid to make it, becatife when he went up the fecond time into 
the mount, he ordered it to be made by Bezaleel againft he 
came down. And it is obferyable, that for this reafon the ark 

was 
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was the firft thing-that God gave orders about, Exod. xxv. 
ro. and this left an earneft to the congregation, that the tables 
fhould not mifcarry this fecond time, as they had done the 
firtt. God will fend his law and gofpel to thofe whofe hearts 
are prepared as arks to receive them. Chrift-is the Ark in 
which now our falvation is kept fafe, that it may not be loft, 
as it was in the firft Adam, when he had it in his own hand. 
Obferve 1{t, What it was that God wrote on the two tables; 
the ten commandments, ver. 4. or ten words; intimating in 
how little a compafs they were contained: They were not ten 
volumes, but ten words: It was the fame with the firft writing, 
and both the fame that he /poke in the mount. The fecond e- 
dition needed no correction or amendment. Nor did what 
he wrote differ from what he fpoke. ‘The written word is as 
truly the word of God, as that which he fpake to his fervants 
the prophets. 2dly, What care was taken of it. Thefe two 
tables thus engraven were faithfully laid up in the ark; and 
there they be, faith Mofes, pointing, it is probable, towards the 
fan@uary, ver. 5. That good thing which was committed to 
him, he tranfmitted to them, and left it pure and entire in 
their hands, now let them look to it at their peril. Thus we 
may fay to the rifing generation, God has entrufted us with 
bibles, fabbaths, facraments, &c. as tokens of his prefence and 
favour, and there they bes; we lodge them with you, 2 Tim. i. 


Pe Cues 


{2.] He led them forward towards Canaan, though they in 


‘their hearts turned back towards Egypt, and he might juftly 


have chofen their delufions, ver. 6, 7- He brought them toa 
land of rivers of water, out of a dry and barren wildernefs : 
Sometimes God fupplied their wants by an ordinary courfe of 
nature; when that failed, then by miracles; and yet after this, 
when they were brought into a little diftrefs, weind them 
diftrufting God, and murmuring, Numb. xx. 3, 4. 

[3-] He appointed a f{tanding miniftry among them, to deal 
for them in holy things, At that time, when Mofes went up 
a fecond time to the mount, or foon after, he had orders to fe- 
parate the tribe of Levi to God, and to his immediate fervice ; 
they having diftinguifhed themfelves by their zeal againft the 
‘worthippers of the golden calf, ver. 8, 9. ‘The Kohathites 
carried the ark; they and the other Levites {tood before the 
Lord, to miniffer to him in all the offices of the tabernacle ; 
and the priefts, who were of that tribe, were to blefs the people. 
This was a ftanding ordinancey which had now continued al- 
moft forty years, even unto this day; and provifion was made 
for the perpetuating of it, by the fettled maintenance of that 
tribe ; which was fuch as gave them great encouragement in 
their work, and no diverfion from it. The Lord is his inheri- 
tance. ' Note, A fettled miniftry isa great blefling te a people, 
and a fpecial token of God’s favour. And fince the particu- 
lar priefts could not continue by reafon of death, God fhewed 
his care of the people in fecuring a fucceffion, which Mofes 
takes notice of here, ver. 6. When Aaron died, the prieft- 
hood did not die with him, but. Eleazer his fon miniftred in 
his ftead, and took care of the ark, in which the tables of 
ftone, thofe precious ftones, were depofited, that they fhould 
fuffer no damage; there they be, and he has the cuttody of 
them. Under the law, a fucceflion in the miniftry was kept 
up by an entail of the office on a certain tribe and family. But 
now under the gofpel, when the effufion of the Spirit is more 
plentiful and powerful, the fucceffion is kept up by the Spirit’s 
operation on mens hearts, qualifying men for, and inclining 
men to, that work ; fome in every age, that the name of Ifrael 
may not be blotted out. . : am 
-. [4.] He accepted Mofes as an advocate or interceflor for 
them, and therefore conftituted him their prince and leader, 


wer. 10, 11. The Lord hearkened unto me, and faid, Arife, go ~ 


Vou. I. 


ant 
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before the people. Jt was. a mercy to them that they had fuch 


a friend, fo faithful both to him that appointed him, and to 


them for whom he was appointed. It was fit that he who had 
faved them from ruin, by his interceflion in heaven, fhould haye 
the condué& and command of them. And herein he was a 
type of Chrilt, who as he ever /ives making interceffion for Us, 


| fo he has all power both in heaven and in earth. 


12 & And now, Ifrael, what doth the Lorp 
thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lorp 
thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love 
him, and to ferve the Lorp thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy foul, 13 To keep 
the commandments of the Lorn, and his fta- 
tutes which I command thee this day for thy 
good? 14 Behold, the heaven, and the heaven 
of heavens zs the Lorp’s thy God, the earth adja, 
with all that therein zs. 15 Only the Lorp had 
a delight in thy fathers to love them, and he 
chofe their feed after them, even you above all 
people, as it is this day. 16 Circumcife there- 
fore the forefkin of your heart, and be no more 
ftiffnecked. 17 For the Lorp your God is 
God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a 
mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not 
18 He doth exe- 
cute the judginent of the fatherlefs and widow, 
and loveth the ftranger, in giving him food and 
raiment. Ig Love ye therefore the ftranger: 
for ye were ftrangers in the land of Egypt. 20 
Thou thalt fear the Lorn thy God; him fhalt 
thou:ferve, and to him fhalt thou cleave, and 
{wear by his name. 21 He zs thy praife, and 
he is thy God that hath done for thee thefe 


' great and terrible things which thine eyes-have 


feen. 22 Thy fathers went down into Egypt 
with threefcore and ten perfons; and now the 
Lorp thy Ged hath made thee as the ftars of 


_heaven for multitude. 


Here is a moft pathetic exhortation to obedience inferred 
from the premifes, and urged with very powerful arguments, 
and a great deal of perfuafive rhetoric. He brings it in like 
an orator, with an appeal to his auditors, dnd now, Lfrael, 
what doth the Lord thy God require of thee? ver. 12. Afk 
what he requires; a3 David, Pfal. cxvi. 12. What Jhall I 
render? When we have received mercy from God, it becomes 
us to inquire what returns we hall make to him.—Confider 
what he requires, and you will find itis nothing but what is 
highly jult and reafonable in itfelf, and. of unfpeakable benefit 
and advantage to you. Let us fee here what he doth require, 
and what a great deal of reafon there is why we fhould do 
what he requires. ae! 

Firft, We are here moft plainly direaed in our duty both to 
God, to our neighbour, and to ourfelves. 

[1.] We are here taught our duty to God, both in thé dif- 
pofitions and. affections of our fouls, and in the adtions of 
our lives, or principles, and eur practices. 1 /?, We mult fear 
the Lord our God, wer. 12. and again, ver. 20.. We mutt a- 
dore his majefty, acknowledge his authority, iland in awe of 


40 his 
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the grace of God, and the gofpel of Chrift, and that brought a 


| final ruin upon them, haa 
[3.], We are here taught our duty to ourfelves, ver. 16. < 


rap fo) 


his power, and dread of his wrath. This is gofpel-duty, Rev. 
xiv. 6,7. 2dly, We mult Yove him, be well pleafed that he 
is, defire that he may be ours, and delight in thé contemplation 


of him, and in communion with him: Fear him as a great 
God; and our Lord; love him as a good God, and our Fa- 
ther and Benefagtor. 3d/y, We mutt wale in bis ways; i. € 
the ways which he has appointed us to walk in. The whole 
courfe of eur cooverfation mutt be conformable to his holy 
wilk 4234), We mult frve Aim, ver. 20.;' ferve him with ail 
veart and foul, ver. 12.3 Devote ourfelves to his honour, 
it ovrfelves under his government, and lay out ourfelves to 
-dvarice all the intereits of his kingdom among men. And we 
vill be hearty and zealous in his fervice, engage and employ 
eur inward man in his work ; and what we do for him, mutt 
do it chearfully, and with a good will. 5z4/py, We mutt keep 
bis commandments and his flatutes, ver. 13. Having given up 
ourfélves to his fervice, we mult make his revealed will our rule 
in every thing, perform all he prefcribes, forbear all he forbids, 
firmly believing, that all the ftatutes he commands us are for 
aur good. Befides the reward of obedience, which will be our 
unfpeakable gain, there is true honour and pleafure in obedi- 
ence. It is really for our prefent good to be meek and hum- 
ble, chafte and fober, juft and charitable, patient and content- 
éd; thefe make us eafy,-and fafe, and pleafant, and truly great. 
6thly, We mutt give honour to God, in /cvearing dy hiv name, 
ver. 20. 
vereignty, his juftice, as well as of his neceffary exiftence. 
Scvear by his name, and not by the name of any creature, or 
falfe god, whenever an oath for canfirmationis called for. 7rhly, 
Yo him we mutt cave, ver. 20. Having chofen him for our 
God, we muft faithfully and conftantly abide with him, and 
never forfake him; cleave to him as one we love and delight 
in, truft and confide in, and from whom we have great ex- 
pectations. 
' [2.] We are here taught our duty to our neighbour, ver. 
19. Love ye the flranger: And if the frranger, much more 
our brethren, as ourfelves. Ifthe Ifraelites that were fuch a 
peculiar people, fo particularly diftinguifhed from all people, 
mutt be kind to_/rangers, much more muft we that are not in- 
cJofed in fuch a pale; we muff have a tender concern for all 
that fhare with us in the human nature; and as we have op- 
portunity, that is according to their neceffities, and our abilities, 
we mutt do good unto al? men. "Two arguments are here ur- 
ged to enforce this duty. 1. God’s common providence which 
extends itfelf to all nations of men, they.being all made of one 
blood. God loveth the frangérs, ver. 18.31. e. He giveth to all 
life, and: breath, and all things, even. to thofe that are Gen- 
tiles, and rangers to the commonwealth of Efrael, and to Ifrael’s 
God. He knows thofe perfectly whom. we know nothing of. 
He gives food and raiment even to thofe to whom he has not 
fhewed his word and ftatutes. God’s. common gifts to man- 
kind oblige us to honour all men. Or, it notes the particular 
care providence takes of ftrangers in diftrefs, which we ought 
to praife him for, Pfal. cxlvi. 9. Fhe Lord preferveth the /tran- 
gers; and to imitate him, to ferve him, and concur with him, 
therein, heing forward to make ourfelves in{truments in his 
hand of kindnefs to ftrangers. 2. 'The afflicted condition which 
the Ifraelites themfelves had been in when they were /frangers 
in Egypt, They that have themfelves been in diftrefs, and 
have found mercy with God, fhould fympathize moft feeling- 
ly with thofe that are-in the hike diftrefs, and be ready to fhew 
kindnefs to thema.—The people of the Jews, notwith{tanding. 
thofe repeated’ commands. given. them to.be kind to /rrangers, 
conceived a rooted antipathy to the. Gentiles, whom they Jook- 


ed upon, with the utmoft difdain, which made them envy them: 


t duty. 


So give him the honour of his omnifcience, his fo- | 


. appeal to him, or appear before him. 


Circumeife the forefkin of your heart i.e. Catt away. from you 
all corrupt affections and inclinations, which hinder you frony 
fearing and loving God. Mortify the fle/h with the lufts of it.> 
Away with all flthine/s and fuperfluity of naughtine/s, which ob- 


| {truéts the free courfe of the word of, God to your hearts... 


Reft not in the circumcifion of the body, which was only the 


| fien ; and be circumeifed in heart, which is the thing fignified. 
| See Rom. ii. 29. 


The command of Chriit goes farther than. 
this, and obligeth us.not only to cut off the forefRin of the heart,. 
which may eafily be fpared, but to cutoff the right-hand, and 
to pluck out the righé eye, that is an offence tous. The more 
fpiritual the difpenfation is, the more fpiritual we are obliged! to 
be, and to go the clofer in mortifying fin, And be no more 
{tiff-necked, as they had been hitherto, chap. ix. 24. Be not 
any longer obf{tinate again{t divine commands and. correctionsy. 
but ready to comply with the will of God in both. . The cir- 
cumicifion of the heart makes it ready to yield to God, and 
draw in his yoke. 

Secondly, We are here moft pathetically perfuaded. to our. 
Let but reafon rule us, and religion will. 

[1.] Confider the greatnefs and glory of Ged, and there= 
fore fear him, and from that principle ferve and obey him. 
What is it that is thought to make aman great, but great ho- 


- nour, power, and pofleffions ? "Think then how great the Lord: 
| our God is, and greatly to be feared. 1/7, He hath great ho- 


nour, a name above every name, ver. 17. He is God of gods. 
and Lord of lords. Angels are called gods, fo are magi- 


| f{trates: And the Gentiles had gods many, and lords many, the: 
_ creatures of their awn fancy ; but God is infinitely above all: 


thefe nominal deities. What an abfurdity would it be for then: 


_ to go worthip other gods when the God.to whom they had 
' fworn allegiance was the God! of gods! 2d/y, He has great 


power: He ts.a mighty God, and terrible,‘(ver. 19.) which re~ 


| gardeth not perfons., He has the power of a congueror, and: 


fo he is terrible to thofe that refift him, and rebel againft him.. 
He has the power of a judge, and fo he is juft to all thofe that 
And it is as much the, 
greainefs and honour of a judge to be impartial in his . juftice, 


_ without refpeét to perfons or bribes, as it is to a general to be 


terrible to the enemy. Our God is both. 3d/y, He hath great 
poffefions ; heaven and earth are his, ver. 14., and all the hofts: 
and ftars of both. Therefore he is able to bear u3 out.in his 
fervice, and to make up-the loffes we faltain in our duty to him. 
And yet therefore he has no need of us, or any thing we have,» 
or can do 3. we are undone without him, but he is happy with- 
out us: Which makes the condefcenfions of his grace, in ac-- 
cepting us and our fervices, traly-admirable. Heaven-and earth 

are his poflefion. and yet. the Lora’s portion is his people. 

[2.] Confider the goodnefS and grace of God, and there- 
fore love him, and from that principle ferye and: obey him. . 
His goodnefs is his glory,.as much as his greatnefs. See 

ff, He is good to all. Whoever he finds miferable, of them 


. he wall be found merciful, ver. 18. He executes the judgment - 
. of the fatherlefs and widow. 
-helplefs, and to fuccour thofe that moft need relief, and that-. 


It is his: honour. to help. the. 


men are apt to do injury to, orat leaft.to put a flight upon. « 
See Pfal. Ixviii. 4, 5;—cxliv. 7, 9. fe. 


2dly, But truly Gadis good to Ifrael ia a fpecial manners. 


_ and therefore. they are under. fpecial obligations: to.him. He. ; 


is thy praife, and he is thy God, ver. 24. therefore love him, 
and ferve him, becaufe of the relatiom wherein. he {tands to. 
thee. He is thy Goad, a Godin covenant with.thee, and as. > 


{uch he is thy praifes; ice. (4.) He puts: honour upon thee 2. 


He. 


Chap. XT. 


He is the God in whom thou mayelt boa/ all the day long 
that thou knowelt him, and art known of him. If he be ¢hy 
God, he is thy glory. (2.) He expeéts honour from thee. He 
is thy praife; i, é. heiis the God whom. thou art bound to 
praife. if he have not praife from thee, whence may he ex- 
pect it? He geen the praifes of Ifrael. 

Confider, +. The gracious choice he made of Ifracl, ver. 
15. He had a delight in thy fathers, and therefore chofe their 
feed. Not that there was any thing in them to merit his fa- 
your, or to recommend them to it, but fo it feemed good in 
his eyes: He would be kind to them, though he had no ace 
of them. 

_/2. The great things he had done ‘for Ifrael, ver. 21. 22. 
He minds them not only of what they had beard with their 
ears, and which their fathers had told them of, but of what 
they had feen with their eyes, and which they muft tell their 
children of ; particularly that within a few generations, feven- 
ty fouls (for they were no more when Jacob went down into 
Egypt) increafed to a great nation, as the flars of heaven for 
multitude. And the more they were in number, the more 
praife and fervice God expected from them ; yet it proved, as 
in the old world, that when they began to multiply, they cor- 
rupted themfelyes. 


C HUA:P. - Xt: 


With this chapter Mofes concludes his preface to the repeti- 
. tion of the fiatutes and judgments which they muft obferve 
' todo. He repeats the general charge, ver. 1. And have 
ing, in the clofe of the foregoing chapter, begun to mention 
the great things God had done among them, in this, 1. He 
inflances in feveral of the great works God had done be- 
fore their eyes, ver. 2,—47. Il. He fets before them, for 


. the future, life and death, the bleffing and the curfe, ac-— 


cording as they did or did not keep God's commandments ; 
that they fhould certainly profper if they were obidiene 
Should be bleffed with plenty of all good things, ver. 8,— 
15.5 and with vidtory over their enemies, and the Snlacge: 
ment of their coafts thereby, ver, 22,—25+3 but their dif- 
ebedience would undoubtedly be their ruin, ver. 16, 17. 
Ill. He directs them what means to ufey that they might 
keep in mind the law of God, ver. 18,—21. nd, IV. 
Concludes all with a folemn putting them to their chotces 
| which they would have, the bleffi ing or the curfe, ver. 26, 
Sheen bas 


Hererore thou fhalt love the Lorp thy 


God, and keep his charge, and his fta- | 


tutes and his judgments, and his command- 
ments alway. 2 And know you this day: for 
f {peak not with your children which have not 
known, and which have not feen the chaftife- 
ment of the Lorp your God, his greatnefs, his 
mighty hand, and his ftretched-out arm; °3 
And his miracles, and his aéts which he did in 
the midft of Egypt, unto Pharaoh the king of 
Egypt, and unto alt his land; 4 And what he 
did unto the army of Egypt, ‘unto their horfes, 
and to their chariots, how he made the water 
of the Red-fea to overflow them as they pur- 

_ fued after you, and bow the Lorp hath de- 
ftroyed them unto this day. 5 And what he 
did unto you in the wildernefs, until ye came 
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‘Reuben: 


ort 


into this place; 6 And what he did unto Da- 
than and Abiram, the fons of Eliab, the fon. of 
how the earth opened her mouth and 
{wallowed them up, and their houfeholds, and 
their tents, and all the fubftance that. was im 
their pofleffion i in the midft of all Ifrael. 7 But 

your eyes have feen all the great acts of the | 
Lorp, which he did. 


Becaufe God has made thee as the flars of heaven for multiv 
tude, {o the chapter before concludes, Therefore thou /halt love 
the Lord thy God, fo this begins. ‘'Thofe whom God has 
built up into families, whofe beginning was fmall, but their lat. 
ter end greatly increafed, fhould ufe that as an argument with 
themfelves why they fhould ferve God. Thou thalt keep hit 
charge ; i. e. the oracles of his word, and ordinances -of his 
worfhip, with which they were intrufted, and for which they 
were accountable. It is a phrafe often ufed concerning the 
office of the priefts and Levites, for all Ifrael was a kingdom 
of priefls, an holy nation. Obferve the connedtion of thefe 
two, Thou halt love the Lord, and. keep bis charge: Since love 
will work in obedience, and that only is acceptable obedience 
which flows from a principal of love, 1 John v. 3. 

He goes on to mention divers of the great and terrible 
works of God, which their eyes had feen, ver. 7. This part 
of his difcourfe he addreffeth to the feniors among them ; the 
elders in age, and probably the elders in office were fo, and 
were now his immediate auditors: There were fome among 
them that could remember their deliverance out of Egypt, alt 
above fifty, and to them he fpeaks this, not to the children, 
who knew it by hearfay only, ver. 2. Note, God’s mercies 
to us, when we were young, we fhould remember and retain 
the impreflions of when we. are old. What our eyes have 
feen, efpecially in our early days, has affeted us, and fhould 
be improved by us long after. 

They had feen what terrible judgments God had executed 
upon the enemies of Ifrael’s peace; (1.) Upon Pharaoh ‘and 
the Egyptians that inflaved them: What a fine country was 
ruined and laid wafte by one plague after another, to force 
Ifrael’s enlargement, ver. 3. What a fine army was entirely 
‘drowned in the Red-fea, to prevent Ifrael’s being re-inflaved, 
ver. 4. Thus did he give Egypt for their ranfom, Ta. sili: 
3. Rather fhall that famous kingdom be deftroyed, than that ~ 
Ifrael fhall not be delivered. ((2..) Upon Dathan and Abiram 
that embroiled them. Remeraber what he did in the wildernefs, 
ver. 5-3 by how many neceflary cha/fifements (as they are cal- 
led, ver. 2.) they were kept from ruining themfelves ; parti- 
cularly when thofe daring Reubenites defied the authority of 
Mofes, and headed a dangerous rebellion againft God him- 
felf, which threatened the ruim of the whole nation, and might 
have ended in that, if the Divine Power had not immediately 


| crafhed the rebellion, by burying the rebels alive, ‘them and 


all that was in their poffeffion, ver. 6. What was done again{t 
them, though mifinterpreted by the difaffe@ed party, Numb. 
xvi, 41. was really done in mercy to Ifrael. To be faved 
from the mifchiefs of infurrections at home, is as great a kind- 
nefs to a people, and as obliging, as protection from the inva~ 


' fion of enemies abroad. 


8 Therefore fhall ye keep all the command- 
ments which I command you this day, that ye 
may be ftrong, and go in and poffefs the land 
whither you go to pofleis it: g And that ye 
may prolong your days it in the land which the 
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Lorp fware unto your fathers to give unto 
them, and to their feed,.a land that floweth 
with milk and honey. ro @ For the land whi- 
ther thou goeft in to poffefs it, zs not as the land 
of Egypt, from whence ye came out, where 
thou fowedft thy feed, and wateredft 7¢ with 
thy foot, as a garden of herbs: 11 But the 
land whither ye go to poffefs it, zs a land of 
hills and vallies, and drinketh water of the rain 
_of heaven: .12 A land which the Lorp thy 
God careth for: the eyes of the Lorp thy God 
are always upon it, from the beginning of the 


year, even unto the end of the year. 13 § And — 


it fhall come to pafs, if you fhall hearken dili- 
gently unto my commandments which I com- 
mand you this day, to love the Lorp your God, 
and to ferve him with all your heart, and with 
all your foul; «+4 That I will give you the 
rain of your land in his due feafon, the firft rain 
and the latter rain, that thou mayeft gather in 
thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil. 15 
And I will fend grafs in thy fields, for thy cat- 
tle, that thou mayeft eat and be full. 16 Take 
heed to yourfelves, that your heart be not .de- 
ceived, and ye turn afide, and ferve other gods, 
and worfhip them: 17 And then the Lorp’s 
wrath. be kindled againft you, and he fhut up 
the heaven that there be no rain, and that the 
tand yield not her fruit, and /e/t ye perifh quick- 
ly from off the good land which the Lorp giv- 
eth you. 


Still ke harps upon the fame ftring, as loth to conclude till 

che had gained the point. Jf thou wilt enter into life, if thou 
-wilt enter into Canaan, a type of that life, and find it a good 
Jand indeed to thee, keep the commandments, keep all the com- 
mandments. which I command you this day 3 love God, and ferve 
him, with all yourt heart. 
 [1.]} Becaufe this was the way to get and keep poffeflion of 
the promifed land. (1.) It was the way to get poflefhion, ver. 
&. That ye may be firong for war, and fo go in and poffe/s it. 
So little did they know either of hardfhip or hazard in the 
wars of Canaan, that he doth not fay, they could go in, and 
fight for it; no, they had nothing in effeét to do but go in and 
poffe/s it. THe doth not go about to teach them the art of war, 
how to draw the bow, and ufe the fword, and keep ranks, that 
they mught.be f{trong, and go in and poflefs the land: no, but 
fet them keep God’s commandments, and their religion, while 
they were true to it, would be their ftrength, and fecure their 
fuccefs. (2.) It was the way to &cep pofleffion, ver. 9. That 
ye may prolong your days in this land that your eye is upon. 
Sin tends to the fhortening of the days of particular perfons, 
and the fhortening of the days of a people’s profperity ;, but o- 
bedience will be a lengthening out of the tranquillity. 

[2.] Becaufe the land of Canaan, into which they were 
going, had a more fenfible dependance upon the blefling of 
heaven than the land of Egypt. bad, ver. 10, 11,12. Egypt 
was a country fruitful enough 3 but it was all flat, and' was wa- 
tered, not, as other countries, with rain, (it 1s faid of Egypt, 
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Zech. xix. 18. that it has no rain,) but by the overflowing of 


the river Nile at a certain feafon of the year; to the improving 
of which, there was neceflary a great deal of the art and Jabour 
of the hufbandman ; fo that in Egypt a man muft beftow as 
much coft and pains upon a field as upon a garden of herbs. 


- And this made them the more apt to imagine, that the power 


of their own hands got them this wealth. But the land of Ca- 
naan was an uneven country, a land of hills and valleys ; which 
not only gave a more pleafing profpect to the eye, but yielded 
a greater variety of foils for the feveral purpofes of the huf- 
bandman.- It was a land that had no great rivers in it except 
Jordan, but drank water of the rain of heaven. And fo, (1.) 
Saved them a great deal of labour. While the Egyptians 
were ditching and guttering in the fields, up to the knees in 
mud, to bring water to their land, which otherwife would foon 
become like the heath in the wildernefs, the Ifraelites could 
fit in their houfes warm and eafy, and leave it to God to wa- 
ter their land with the former and the latter rain ; which is 
calléd the river of God, (Pfal. lxv. 9.) perhaps in allufion to, 
and contempt of, the river of Egypt, which that nation was 
fo proud of. Note, The better God has provided by our out- 
ward condition for our eafe and convenience, the more we 
fhould abound in his feryice ; the lefs we have to do for our 
bodies, the more we fhould do for God and our fouls. (2.) 
So he directed them to look upwards to God, who giveth us 
rain from heaven, and fruitful feafons, A&ts xiv. 17. and pro- 
mifed to be himfelf as the dew unto Ifracl, Hof. xiv. 5. Note, 
1. The greateft comfort and fweetnefs of any mercy, is to fee 
it coming from heaven, and the immediate gift of Divine Pro- 
vidence. 2 The clofer dependance we have upon God, the 
more chearful we fhould be in our obedience to him. See 
how Mofes here magnifies the land of Canaan above all other 
lands, that the eyes of God were always upon it; i.e. they 
fhould be fo, to fee that nothing was wanting while they kept 
clofe to God and duty ; its fruitfulnefs fhould be not fo ae 
the happy product of its foil, but the immediate fruit of the 
divine bleffing: And it appears to have been fo’by its prefent 
{tate ; for it is faid to be at this day, now God is departed. 
from it, as barren a {pot of ground as perhaps any under hea-. 
ven. Call it not Naomi, call it Marah. a 

(2.] Becuufe God would certainly blefs them with an a- 
bundance of all good things, if they would Jove him, and ferve 


~ him, ver. 13, 14, 15. 1 will give you the rain of your land in 
due feafon ; fo that they fhould neither want it when the ~ 


ground called for it, nor have it in excefs ; but the former rain 
which fell at feed-time, and the /atter rain which fell before 
the.harveft, Amos iv. 7. This reprefented all the feafonable 
bleflings God would beftow upon them, efpecially fpirituat 
comforts, which fhould come as the latter and former rains 
Hof. vi. 3. And the earth thus watered, produced, (1.): 
Fruits for the fervice of man; corn, and wine, and oil, Pfal. 
clv. 13, 14, 15. (2.) Grafs for the cattle, that they alfu 
might be ferviceable to man; that he might eat of them and bs 
full, ver.15. Godlinefs bath here the promife of the life 
that now is: but the favour of God thall put gladnefs into. the- 
heart, more than the increafe of corn, and wine, and oil, will. 

[4.] Becaufe their revolt from God to idols would certainly 
be their ruin, ver. 16, 17. Take heed that your hearts be not 


deceived. All that forfake God, to fet their affeGtions: upony. 


or pay their devotion to, any creature, will find themfelves. 


wretchedly deceived to their own deftruction ; and this, will: 
| aggravate it, that it was purely for want of taking heed. A 


little care would have prevented their being impofed upon by 


the great deceiver. .To awaken them to take heed; Mofes. 


here tells them. plainly, that if they fhould: turn afidé to. othee 
Sodé, (1.) They would provoke the wrath of God againtt 
them 3 


Chap. XI. 


ja ; 


} tas 


Chap. XL - 


them; and who knows the power of that anger? (2.) Good 
things would be turned away from them; the heaven would 


_- with-hold its rain, and then of courfe the earth would not 


yield its fruit. (3.) Evil things would come upon them ; 
they would peri/h quickly from off this good land: And the 
better the land was, the more prievous it would be to perifh 
from it. The goodnefs of the land would not be their {e- 
curity, when the badnefs of the inhabitants had made. them 
ripe for ruin. : 


18 @ Therefore fhall’ ye lay up thefe my 
words in your heart and in your foul, and 
bind them for a fign upon your hand, that they 
may be as‘frontlets between your eyes. 19 
And ye fhall teach them your children, fpeak- 
ing of them when thou fitteft in thine houfe, 
and when thou walkeft by the way, when thou 
lieft down, and when thou rifeft up. (20 And 
thou fhalt write them upon the door-pofts of 
thine houfe, and upon thy: gates: ar That 
your days may be multiplied, and the days of 
your children, in the land which the Lorp 
{ware unto your fathers to give them, as the 
days of heaven upon the earth. 22 { For if 
ye fhall diligently keep all thefe command- 
ments which I command you to do them, to 
love the Lorp your God, to walk in all his 
ways, and to cleave unto him. 23 Then will 
the Lorp drive out all thefe nations from be- 
fore you, and ye {hall poffefs greater nations, 
and mightier than yourfelves. 24 Every place 
whereon the foles of your feet fhall tread, fhall 
be yours: from the wildernefs, and Lebanon, 
from the river, the river Euphrates, even unto 
the uttermoft fea, fhall your coaft.be. 25 
There fhall no man be able to ftand before 
you: for the Lorp your God fhall lay the fear 
of you, and the dread of you, upon all the 
land that ye fhall tread upon, as he hath faid 
unto you. 

_ Here, Fir/l, He repeats the directions he had given for their 
guidance and affiftance in their obedience, and for the keeping 
up of religion among them, ver. 18,—20. whichis much to 
the fame purpofe with what we had before, chap. vi. 6, &c. 
Let us all be direéted by the three rules here given. (1.) Let 
our hearts be filled with the word of God ; Lay up the/e words 
in your heart, and in your fovl. "The heart mwuft be the trea- 
fury or ftorehouft in which the word of God mutt be /aid up, 
to be ufed upon all occafions. We cannot expeét good prac- 
tices in the converfation, unlefs there be good thoughts, good 
affections, and good principles, in the heart. (2.) Let our 


eyes be fixed upon the word of God. Bind thele words for a. 


Sign upon your hand, which is always in view, (Ha. xlix. 16.) 
and as frontlets between your eyes, which you cannot avoid the 
fight of: Let them be as ready and familiar to you, and have 
your eye. as conftantly upon them, as if they were written upon 
your door-pofts, and could not be overlooked, either when you go 
out, or when you come in. Thus we mult Jay God’s judgments 
before usy having 2 conftant regard to them as.the guide of our 
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way, as the rule of ovr work, Pfal. cxix. 30. (3.) Let our tongues 
be employed about the word of God: Let it be the fubjecr 
of our familiar difcourfe wherever we are, efpecially with ‘our 
children, who muft be taught the fervice of God as the one 
thing needful; much more needful than either the rules of de- 
cency, or the calling they nvuft live by in this world. Great 
care and pains mutt be taken to acquaint children betimes, and 
to afed them with the word of God, and the wondrous things 
of his law. Nor will any thing contribute more to the profpe- 
rity and perpetuity of religion in a nation, -than the good edu-- 
cation of children: If the feed be holy, it is the /ub/lance of a 
land. 

Secondly, He repeats the affurances he had before given them: 
in God’s name, of profperity and -fuccefs, if they were obedi- 
ent. (1.) They fhould have a happy fettlement, ver. 21. 
Their days fhould be multiplied; and when they were fulfilled,. 
the days of their children \ikewife fhoald be many, as the days 
of heaven; i. e. Canaan fhould be fure to them and their heirs 
or ever, as long as the world flands, if they did not by their 
own fin throw themfélves out of it.  ¢2.) It fhould not be in 
the power of their enemies to give them any difturbance, or 
make them upon any account unea/y. If ye will kecp God's 
commandments, and be careful to do your-duty, ver. 22. God 
will not only crown the labours of the hufbandmen with plen- 
ty of the fruits of the earth, but he will own and fucceed the 
more glorious undertakings of the men of war; victory fhail 
attend your arms which way foever they turn; God will drive 
out thefe nations, and put you in poflefion of their land, ver. 
23, 24. ‘Their territories.-fhould be enlarged to the utmoit 
extent of the promife, Gen. xv. 18. 5 and all their neighbours 
fhould: {tand in awe of them, ver. a5. Nothing contributes 
more to the making a nation confiderable abroad, valuable to ° 
its friends, and formidable to its enemies, than religion reign- 
ing in it; for who can be againft thofe that have God for 
them? and he is certainly for thofe that are fincerely for him, 
Prov. xiv. 34. 

26 4 Behold, I fet before you this day a blef 
fing and a curfe: 27 A bleffing, if ye obey 
the commandments of the Lorp your God, 
which 1 command you. this day: 28 Anda 
curfe, if ye will not obey the commandments of 
the Lorp your God, but turn afide out of the 
way which I conimand you this day, to go af- 
ter other gods which ye have: not known. 29, 
And it fhall come to pafs, when. the Lorn. thy 
God hath brought thee in unto the land whi-- 
ther thou goeft to poffefs it, that thou fhalt put. 
the blefling upon mount Gerizzim, andthe: curfe: 
upor mount kbal.. 30 4re they not on the o- 
ther fide Jordan, by the way where the fun go- 
eth down, in the land of. the Canaanites, which. 
dwell in the champian over againft Gilgal, be: 
fide the plains.of Moreh? 31 For ye fhall pafs. 


~ever Jordan to go in to poflefs the land‘ which 


the Lorp-your God. giveth you, and’ ye {hall 
poffefs it, and dwell'therein.. 32 And ye flall: 
obferve to do all the flatutes and judgments: 
which I fet. before you this day.. Ve 
Here Mofes concludes his ‘general exhortation to obedience:: 


And his management is yery affecting, and fuch as one would> 
: think. 


OL 4 


have left impreffions upon them never to be worn out. 

Firft, He fums up all his arguments for obedience in two 
words, the bleffing and the curfe, ver. 26. i. e. the rewards and 
the punifhments, as they ftand in the promifes and the threa- 


tenings; which are the great fandtions of the law, taking hold » 


of hope and fear, thofe two handles‘of the foul, by which it is 
caught, held, and managed. Thefe two, the d/e//ing and the 
curfe, he fet before them; that is, (1.) He explained them, that 
they might noe them; he inftanced in the particulars con- 
tained both in the blefling and in the curfe, that they might fee 
the more fully how defirable the blefling was, and how dread- 
ful the curfe. (2.) He confirmed-them, that they might de- 
eve them; made it evident to them, by the proofs he produ- 
ced of his own commiffion, that the blefling was not a fool’s 
paradife, nor the curfe a bugbear, but both real declarations of 
the purpofe of God concerning thenf. (3.)He put them to 
their choice, which of thefe they would have; fo fairly he doth 
deal with them, and fo far is he from putting out the eyes of the/e 
men, as he was charged, Numb. xvi. 14. They and we are 
plainly told on what terms we ftand with Almighty God. 1/, 
_If we be obedient to his laws, we may be fure of a bleffing, 
yer. 27. But, 2dly, If we be difobedient, we may be as fure 
of a curfe, ver. 28. Say ye to the righteous, for God hath faid 


it, and all the world cannot unfay it, that it /hall be well with | 


them 5 but wo to the wicked, it fhall be ill with them. 

Secondly, He appoints a public and folemn proclamation to 

be made of the blefling and curfe, which he had fet before 

them, upon the two mountains of Gerizzim and Ebal, ver. 29, 

30. We have more particular dire@tions for this folemnity, 

chap. Xxvil, 11. and an account of the performance of it, Jofh. 

vill. 33, &c. It was to be done, and was done, prefently up- 
on their coming into Canaan, that when they firft took poffef- 

fion of that land, they might know upon what terms they ftood. 

The place where this was to be done is particularly defcribed 
by Mofes, though he never faw it; which is one circumftance, 

among many, that evidences his divine in{tructions. It is faid 

to be near the plain, or oaks, or meadows of Moreh, which 

was one of the firft places that Abram came to in Canaan: So 

that in fending them thither to hear the bleffing and the curfe, 

God minded them of the promife he made to Abram in that 

very place, Gen. xii. 6, 7. The mention of this appointment 
here ferves, (1.) For the encouragement of their faith in the 

promife of God, that they fhould be mafters of Canaan quick- 

ly: Do it (faith Mofes) on the other fide Fordan, ver. 30.; for 
you may be confident you /hall pa/s over Fordan, ver. 31. The 

inftitution of this fervice to be done in Canaan was an affurance 

to them that they fhould be brought into poffeflion of it, and a 

token, like that which God gave to Mofes, Ezek. iii. 12.. Ye 
Shall ferve God upon this mountain. And, (2.) It ferves for 
an engagement upon them to be obedient, that they might e- 

{cape that curfe, and obtain that blefling, which, befides what 

they had already heard, they muft fhortly be witnefles of the 


folemn publication of, ver. 32. Ye Jhall obferve to do the fla- 


tutes and judgments, that you may not in that folemnity be wit- 
nefles again{t yourfelves. 


Crh A Poe ee: 

Mofes at this chapter comes to the particular fratutes which 
be had to give in charge to Ifrael; and he begins with 
thofe which relates to the worfhip of God, and particular- 
ly thofe which explain the fecond commandment, about 
«hich God isin a fpecial manner jealous. 1. They muft 
utterly defroy all reiques and remains of idolatry, vet. 1, 

Il. Lhey muff keep clofe to the tabernacle, ver. 4, 

5. The former precept was intended to prevent all false 


a— 2 
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think fhould have engaged them for ever to God, and fhould | 


Chap. XII. 


worfhip; the latter, ta preferve the worfiip God had in- 
fituted. By this latter law, {1.) They are commanded 
to bring all their offerings to the altar of God, and all their 
holy things to the place which he foould chufe, ver. 65.79 
11, 12, 14, 18, 26, 27, 28. (2.) They are forbidden in 
general to do as they now did in the wilderne/s, yer. 8,—- 
11, and as the Canaanites bad done, vet. 20>—32- and 
in particular to eat the hallowed things at their own haus 
fess vers 13) 17, 18+ or to forfake the inflituted minifiry, 
ver.19. (3-) They are permuted to eat fiefo as common 
focd at their own boufes, provided they did not eat the blood, 
ver, 15, 16. and again, ver. 20,——26, 


rY"HESE are the flatutes and judgements 
, which ye fhall obferve to do in the Jand 
which the Lorp God of thy fathers giveth thee 
to poffefs it, all the days that ye live upon the 
earth. 2 Ye fhall utterly deftroy all the places 
wherein the nations which ye {hall poffefs fer- 
ved their gods, upon the high mountains, and 
upon the hills, and under every green tree. 3 
And you fhall overthrow their altars, and break 
their pillars, and burn their groves with fire, 
and you fhall hew down the graven images of 
their gods, and deftroy the names of them out 
of that place. 4 Ye fhall not do fo unto the 
Lorp your God. - Ge 


From thofe great original truths, that there is a God, and 
that there is but one God, arife thofe yreat fundamental laws, 
That God is to be worfhipped, and he only; and that there- 
fore we are to have no other god betore him: That is the firft 
commandment, and the fecond is a guard upon it, or a hedge 
.about it. To prevent a revolt to falfe gods, we are forbidden 
to worfhip the true God in fuch a way and manner as the falfe 
gods were worfhipped ; and are commanded to obferve the in- 
{tituted ordinances of worfhip, that we may adhere to the pro- 
per object of worfhip. For this reafon Mofes is very large in 
his expofition of the fecond commandment : What is contain- 
ed in this and the four following chapters moftly refers to that. 
Thefe are flatutes and judgménts which they mut obferve to do, 
ver. 1. (1.) In the days of their reft and profperity, whet 


- they fhould be mafters of Canaan. We muft not think that 


our religion is inftituted only to be our work in the years of 
our fervitude, our entertainment in the places of our folitude, 
and our confolation in affliGion only; no, when we come to 
poffefs a good land, {till we muft keep up the worfhip of God 


in Canaan as well as in a wildernefs, when we are grown up, 


as well as when we are children, when we are full of bufinels, 
as when we have nothing elfe todo. (2.) A/l their days, as 
long as ye ive upon the earth. While we are here in our ftate 
of trial, we muft continue in our obedience, even to the end, 
and never leaye our duty, nor grow weary of well-doing. 

Now, Firfl, They are here charged to abolifh and extirpate 
all thofe things that the Canaanites had ferved their idol gods 
with, ver. 2, 3. Here is no mention of idol-temples ; which 
countenanceth the opinion fome have, that the tabernacle Mo- 
fes reared in the wildernefs was the firlt habitation that ever 
was made for religious ufes; and that from it temples took 
their rife. But the places that had been a/ed; and were now 
to be /evelled, were inclofures for their worfhip on mountains 
and hills ; as if the heighth of the ground would give advan- 
tage to the afcent of their devotions 3 and under green trees, ei- 
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me 
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at “ 
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ther becaufe pleafant, or becaufe awfuls And whatever makes 


- the mind eafy and reverent, contraéts and compofes it, was 
thought to: befriend devotion, 


The folemn thade, and filence 
of a grove, is {till admired by thofe that are difpofed to con- 
templation. But the advantages thefe retirements gave to the 
Gentiles worfhip of their idol was, that they concealed thofe 


works of darknefs which could not bear the light: And there- 


fore they muft all be deftroyed, with the altars, pi/lars,.and 


images, that had been ufed by the natives in the worfhip of } he hath no part nor inheritance witl: you 


| Take heed to thyfelf that thou offer not thy 
| burnt-offerings in every place that thou feeft, 
' r4:But in the place which.the Lorn fhall chufe. 
| In one of thy tribes, there thou. fhalt offer thy 
| burnt-offerings, and there thou fhalt do all that 
EI command thee. 
» mayeft kill and eat flefh in all thy gates, what- 
| foever thy foul lufteth after, according to the: 
_ blefling of the. Lorp thy God. which he hath 
| given thee: the unclean and the clean may eat 
thereof, as ofthe roe-buck,. and as of the hart. . 
16 Only. ye fhall not eat the blood; ye fhall> 
| pour it upon the earth as. water. ; 
_ mayeft not*eat within thy gates the tithe of thy ~ 
» corn, or: of thy wine; or of thy oil, or the firft~ 


their gods, fo as the very names of them might be buried in ob- 
livion, and not only not to be remembered with refpea, but. 
fiot remembered at all. They mutt thus confult, (1.) The 
reputation of their land. Let it never be faid of this holy land; 
that it had been thus polluted, but let all thefe dung-hills be 
carried away as things they were a/hamed of. (2.) The fafety of 
their religion. Let none be left remaining, left profane, un- 
thinking people, efpecially in degenerate ages, fhould make ufe. 
of them in the fervice of the God of Lfrael. Let thefe peft- 
houfes be demolithed as things they were afraid of. He be- 


-gins the ftatutes that relate to divine worfhip with this, becaufe 


firlt there muft be an abhorrence of that which is evil, before 
there can be a’ {teady adherence to that which is good, Rom. 
xi. 9g. The kingdom of God muft be fet up boty in perfons' 
and places upon. the ruins of the devil’s kingdom ; for they 
cannot ftand together, ner can'there be any communion between 
Chrif? and Belial. ~ 
Secondly, They are chargednot to’ tranflate the rites and’ u- 


fages of idolaters into the. worfhip of God, no, not-under co- 


lour of beautifying and improving it; ver. 4. Ye /ball not do fo 
to the Lord your God, i. e« You muit not think to do honour 
to him, by offering facrifices on mountains and’ hills, ereéting 
pillars, planting’ groves, and fetting wp images ; no, you mutt 
not indulge a luxurious fancy-in your worfhip, nor think what- 
ever pleafeth that, will pleale God: He is above all gods, and 
will not be worfhipped as other gods are. ‘ 


 § But unto. the place which the Lorp your 
God fhall chufe out of all your tribes, to put 


thither ye fhall bring your burnt-offerings, and. 
offerings of your hand; and your vows, and 


your free-will-offerings, and the firftlings of 
your herds, and of. your flocks. 7 And there: 


ye fhall eat before the Lorp: your God, and ye 
fhall rejoice in.all that'ye put your-hand unto; | 
| thy God hath chofen to put-his name there, be 


-ye and your houtehoids, wherein the Lorp thy. 


God hath blefled thee. 


man. whatfoever is. right in his own eyes. g For 


ye are not as yet come to the reft, and to-the. 


mbheritance which the Lorp «your God giveth 


you. io But when ye go over Jordan, and 
dwell inthe land.which the Lorp your God‘gi- . 
veth .you to inherit, and when he» giveth. you” 
reft from all your enemies round about, fo that» 
11 Then there fhall” 


ye fhall dwell in fafety > - 
be a place which the Lorp your God shall chufe 


to caufe his name to dwell there, thither fhall 


ye bring all that 1 command you your burnt. 


8 Ye fhall not do. after: 
all the things that we do here this day, every: 
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-your facrifices, and your tithes, and heave-.} 
| the Eorp thy God-fhall enlarge thy border, as’ 
| he hath promifed thee, and thou: fhalt: fay, E.. 
_ will eat flefh,: (becaufe. thy: foul longeth to eat . 
 flefr) thou mayeft eat fleth, whatfoever thy foul. 


| the ee of your hand, and all your 


. offerings, or-heave-offering.of thine hand: 
_ But thou muft eat. them before the Lorp thy 
| God,in the place which the Lorp thy God fhall 
|. chufe, thou, and thy fon,.and thy daughter, and’ 

| thy man-fervant, and thy maid-fervant, and the 
) Levite that zs within thy gates: and thou fhalt 
his name there, even unto his habitation fhall’ | rejoice before the Lorn’ thy.God, in all that 
ye feek, and thither thou fhalt come: 6 And | : 
| to thyfelf.that thou. forfake not: the Levite as - 


| with thee, and with thy children after 


615 
se : 
offerings, and your facrifices, your tithes, and 


choice vows which ye vow unto the Lorn. 12 
And ye fhall rejoice before the Lorp your God, 
ye, and your fons, and your daughters, and your 


| men-fervants, and your maid-fervants, and the 


Levite that zs within your gates; forafmuch as. 


13. 


15 Notwithftanding, thou.” 


r7 @ Thou: 


| lings-of thy herds, or of thy flock, nor any of 


thy vows which thou voweft, nor thy free-will- 
1S 


thou putteft thine hands unto. 19,Take heed. 


long as thou liveft upon thy earth. 204)-Wher: » 


lufteth after... 21 If the place. which the Lorn: 


too far from.thee; then thou-fhalt kill of thy. 
_ herd and of thy flock,.which the Lorp hath. gi- - 
4 ven thee, as.I.have commanded thee,.and thou. 
- fhalt eat. in-thy gates whatfoever. thy foul luft- 
eth after. | 


22.Even asthe roe-buck and the . 
hart is eaten, fo thou. fhalt eat them: the un- 

clean and the clean. fhall eat. ofthem. alike, 23: 
Only be.fure that, thow eat. not the blood :. for ~ 
the blood zs the life, and. thou mayeft not. eat 
the life with the-flefh. . 24Thou fhalt not eat 


it; thou fhalt.pour.it upon the earth as water. ' 


25 Thou -thalt. not eat it, that it may:go: well 
thee, 
when 
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when thou fhalt ‘do that which is right in the 
fight of the Lorp. 26 Only thy holy things 
which thou haft, and thy vows, thou fhalt take, 
and go unto the place which the Lorn fhall 
chufe: 27 And thou fhalt offer thy burnt-of- 
ferings, the flefh and the blood, upon the altar 
of the Lorp thy God: and the blood of thy fa- 
crifices fhall be poured out upon the altar of 
the Lord thy God: and thou fhalt eat the 
flefh. 28 Obferve and hear all thefe words which 
I command thee, that it may go well with thee, 
and with thy children after thee for ever, when 
thou doft that which is good and right in the 
fight of the Lorp thy God. 299 When the 
Lorn thy God fhall cut off the nations from be- 
fore thee, whither thou goeft to poflefs them, 
and thou iucceedeft them, and dwelleft in. their 
land : 


be dettroyed from -before thee ; and that thou 
enquire not after their gods, faying, How did 
thefe nations ferve their gods? even fo will Ido 
likewife. 31 Thou fhalt not do fo unto the Lorp 
thy God: for every abomination to the Lorp 
which he hateth, have they done unto their 
- gods; for even their fons and their daughters 

they have burnt in the fire to their gods. 32 
What things foever I command you, obferve to 
do it: thou fhalt not add thereto, nor diminifh 
from it. 


“There is not any one particular precept (as I remember) in 
all the law of Mofes, fo largely preffed and inculcated as this, 
+y. which they are all tied to bring their facrifices to that one 
altar which was fet up in the court of the tabernacle, and there 
to perform all the. rituals of their religion ; for as to moral fer- 


vices, then, no doubt, as now, men might “pray every where, 


as they did in their fynagogues. The command to do this, 
and the prohibition of the contrary, are here repeated again 
‘and again, as we teach children: And yet we are fure there 
is in {cripture no vain repetition ; but all this ftrefs is laid ‘upon 
it, 1. Becaufe of the {trange pronenefs there was in the hearts 
of that people to idolatry and: fuperftition, and the danger of 
their being feduced by the many temptations which they would 
be furrounded with. 2. Becaufe of the great ufe which the 
obfervance of this appointment would be of to them; both to 
prevent the introducing of corrupt cuftoms into their worfhip, 
and to preferye among them unity and brotherly love; that 
meeting all in one place, they might continue both of one way, 
and of one heart. 3. Becaufe of the fignificancy of this ap- 
pointment. ‘They .muft keep to one place, in token of their 
belief of thofe two great truths which we find together, 1 Tim. ii. 
5. that there is one God, and one Mediator between God and 
man. It not only ferved to keep up the notion of the unity of 
the Godhead, but was an intimation to them (though they 
could not ftedfaftly difcern it) of the one only way of approach 
to God, and communion with him in and by the Meffiah. _ 
Let us now reduce.this long charge to its proper heads. 
Firft, \t is here promifed, that when: they were fettled in 
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30 Take heed to thyfelf, that thou be. 
not {nared by following them, after that they- 
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Canaan, when they had raft from their enemies, and dwelt in 
fafety, God would chufé a certain place, which he would ap- 
point to be the centre of their unity, to which they fhould 
bring all their offerings, ver. 10, 11.  Obferve, (1.) If they 
mutt be tied to one place, they fhould not be left in doubt con- 
cerning it, but fhould certainly know what place it was. Had 
Chrift intended under the gofpel to make any one place fuch a 
feat of power as.Rome pretends to be, we fhould not have _ 
been fo much in the dark as we are, nor fo far to feek about 
the nomination of the plate. \(2.) God doth not leave it to 
them to chufe the place, left the tribes fhould have quarrelled . 
about it, each ftriving for their fecular advantage to have it 
among them, but he referves the choice to himfelf, as he doth 
the defignation of the Redeemer, and the inftitution of holy 
ordinances. (3-) He doth not appoint the place now, as he 
had appointed mount Gerizzim and Ebal, for the pronouncing: 
of the bleflings and curfes, chap. xi. 29. but referves the doing 
of it till hereafter, that hereby they might be made to expect - 
further direétions from heaven, and a divine condué after Mo- 
fes fhould be removed. 
The place God would chufe is faid to be the place where 
he would put Ais name, i. e. which he would have to be called. 
his, where his Aonour fhould dwell, where he would manifeft 
himfelf to his people, and make himfelf known, as men do by 
their names, and where he would receive addrefles, by which. 
his name is both praifed and called upon. It was to be his Ja- 
bitation, where, as King of Ifrael, he would Aeep court, and be 
found by all thofe that reverently fought ham. The ark was the 
token of God’s prefence, and where that was put, there God 
put his name, and that was his habitation ; it contained the tables 
of the law, for none mutt expect to receive favours from God’s 
hand, but thofe that are willing to receive the law from his 
mouth. The place God firft chofe for the ark to refide in was. 
Shiloh ; and after that had finned away its honours, we find 
the ark at Kirjath-jearim, and other places; but at length, in 
David’s time, it was fixed at Jerufalem, and God faid con- 
cerning Solomon’s temple, more exprefsly than ever he had 


faid concerning any other place, This f have chofen for-a houfe 


of facrifice, 2 Chron. vii. 12. Compare chap. vi. 5. Now un- 
der the gofpel we have no temple that fandtifies the gold, no 
altar that fandtifies the gift, but Chrift only; and as to the 
places of worfhip, the prophets foretold, that in every place the 
{piritual incenfe fhould be offered, Mal. i. 11. And our Saviour 
hath declared, that thofe are accepted as true worfhippers that 
worfhip God in fincerity and truth, without regard either to 
this mountain, or Jerufalem, John iv. 21. y! 
Sccondly, ‘Uhey are commanded to bring all their burnt-of- 


| ferings and Jacrifices to this place that God would chufe, ver. 6.3 


and again, ver: 11. Thither fhall ye bring all that I command 


yous and ver. 14. There thou foal offer thy burnt-offerings 3 


and ver. 27. the flefh and: the blood muft be offered upon the altar 
of the Lord thy God. And of their peace-offerings, here called 
their /acrifices, though they were to eat the flcfh, yet the blood 
was to be poured out upon the altar, By this they were taught, 
that facrifices and offerings God did not defire, nor accept: for 
their own fake, nor for any intrinfic worth in them, as natural 
expreflions of homage and adoration ; but they received their 
virtte purely from the altar on which they were offered, as it: 
typified Chrift ; whereas prayers and praifes, as much more ne- 
ceflary and valuable, were to be offered every day by the peo- 
ple of God wherever they were. A devout Ifraelite might ho- 
nour God, and keep up communion with him, and obtain 
mercy from hin, though he had not an opportunity, perhaps. 
for many months together, of bringing a facrifice to his altars 
But this fignified the obligation we Chriftians are under to of 
fer up all our /piritual facrifices to God in the name of Jefus 

~ Chrift, 
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Thirdly, They are commanded to fea/? upon their hallowed 
They mutt not only 
‘bring to the altar the things that were to be offered to God, 
but they mult bring to the place of the altar all thofe things 
which they were appointed by the law to eat- and drink to the 


honour of God, in token of their communion with him, ver.6. ° 


their t.thes, heave-offerings of their hands; i. e. their firlt-fruits, 
their voeus, and free-will-oferings abd _firfllings ; all thofe things 
which. were to be religioufly made ufe of either by themfelves, 
or by the priefts and Levites, muft be brought fo the pace 
whieh God would chujes as all the’ revenues of the crown, 


from all parts of the kingdom, are brought into the exchequer. - 


find, ver. 7. There ye fhall eat before the Lord, and rejaice in 
all that you put your hands unto. And again, ver. 12. Ye /hall 
rejoice before the Lord, ye,.and-your fons, and your daughters. 
+—Obferve here, (1.) That what we doin the fervice of God, 
and to his glory, redounds to our benefit, if it be not our own 
fault, They that /acrifice to their God are welcome to eat be- 
fore him; and to fea upon their facrifices? He /ups with us, 
and we with him, Rey. ili. 20. If we glerify God, we edify 
earfelves, cultivate our own minds, through the grace of God, 
by the increafe of our knowledge and faith, the enlivening of 
devout affections, and the confirming of gracious habits and re- 
folutions: Thus is the foul nourifhed. (2.) That work for 
God fhould be done with holy joy and chearfulnefs; ye fhall 
s@tit and rejoice, ver. 7. and again, ver. 12. and ver. 18. 1, 
Now while they were before the Lord they mutt rejoice, 
yer. 12, It is the will of God that we fhould ferve him with 
gladne/s, and none difpleafed him more than they that covered 
his altars with tears, Mal. i, 13. See what a good Malter we 
ferve, that has made it our duty to fing at our work. Even 
the children and fervants mutt rejoice with them before God, 
that the fervices of religion might be a -pleafure to them, and 
pot a tafk or drudgery. 2d/y, They mutt carry away with 
them the grateful relifh of that delight they found-in communion 
with God, and mutt rejoice in all that they put their hand unto, 
ver. 7. Some of the comfort they had had in the bufinefs of 
religion, they muft take with them into their common employ- 
ments ; and being thus {trengthened in foul, whatever they did 
they muft do it heartily and chearfully. And thus holy, pious 
joy in God and his goodnefs,. with which we are to rejoice 


_ evermore, would be the beft prefervative againft the fin and - 


fnare of vain and carnal mirth, and a relief againft the jorrows 
of the world, 

_ Fourthly, They are commanded to be kind to the Levites. 
Did they feaft with joy ? the Levites mutt fea/? with them, 
and rejoice with them, ver. 12. and again, ver. 18. and a ge- 


neral caution, ver. 19. Take heed that thou forfake not the Le- 


vite as long as thou liveft. * There were Levites that attended 
the altar as afliftants to the priefts, and thefe mutt not. be for- 
faken ; that is, the fervice they performed mutt be conftantly 
adhered to; no other-altars muft be fet up but that which God 
zppointed, for that would be to forfake the Levites. But this 
here feems to be fpoken of the Levites that were difperfed in 
the country, to in{truct the people in the law of God, and to 
affift them in their devotions: for it is the Levites within their 
gates that they are here commanded to make much of. Jt isa 
great mercy to have Levites near us, within our gates, that we 
may afk the-law at their mouth, and at our fea/fs to be a check 
wpon us to reltrain excefles. And it is the duty of people to 
be kind to their minifters that give them good inftrudions, and 
fer them good examples. As long as we live we fhall need 
their “afliftance, till we come to that world where ordinances 


will be: fuperfeded, and therefore as long as we live we mult 
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~Chrift, hoping for acceptance only upon. the {core of his me- 


\ 


6i7 
‘ be 
not forfake the Levites.. The reafon given, ver. 12. is) be» 
cafe the Levite has no part nor inheritance with you, fo thes 
he cannot grow rich by hufbandry or trade, let him therefore 
{hare with you in the conifort of your riches. They muft give 
the Levites their tithes and offerings fettled on them by the 
law, becaufe they had no other maintenance. 
Fifthly, They are allowed to eat common flefh, but not the 
fleth of their offerings in their own houfes wherever they dwelt. | 
What was any way devoted to God, they muit not eat at home, 
ver. 13, 17.3 but what was not fo devoted they might kill and 
eat of at their .pleafure, ver. 15.3; and this permuflion, is again 
repeated, ver. 20, 21, 22. It fhould feem, that while they 
were in the wildernefs they did not eat the flefh of any of thofe 
kinds of béafts that were ufed in facrifice, but what was killed 
at the door of the tabernacle, aad part of it prefented to God 
as a peace-offering, Lev. xvii. 3, 4.:, But when they came to ~ 


bernacle, they might kill what they pleafed for their own ufe, 
of their flocks and herds, without bringing part to the altar. 
This allowance is very exprefs, and repeated, left Satan fhould 
take occafion from that law, which forbade the eating of, their 
facrifices at their own houfes, to fuggeft tothem, as he did to our 
firft parents, hard thoughts of God, as ifhe grudged them the 
enjoyment of what_he had given them: Thou maye/t cat what- 
foever thy foul tuteth after. here is a natural regular appe- 
tite, which it is lawful to gratify with temperance and fobriety, 
not taking too great a pleafure in the gratification, nor being _ 
uneafy if it be crofled. The wnclean which might not eat of 
the holy things, yet might eat of the fame fort of ticfh, when it 
was only ufed as common food. ‘The diftinction between clean 
perfons and unclean was facred, and defigned for the preferving 
of the honour of their holy feafts, and therefore mutt not be. 
brought into their ordinary meals. 

This permifhon hath a double reftriétion. ‘ 

_ [1.] They matt eat according to the bleffing which God had. 
given them, ver. 15. Note, It is not only our wifdom, but 
our duty, tolive according to our eftates, and not to {pend above 
what we save. As it is unjuff on the one hand to board what 
fhould be /aid out, fo it is much more unjuf to lay out more 
than we have ; for what.is not our oun mult needs be another’ s, 
who is thereby robbed and defrauded. And this, I fay, is much 
more unju/?; becaufe it is eafier afterwards to di/fribute what has 
been unduly /pared, and fo to make a fort of reftitution for the 
wrong, than it is to repay to wife, and children, and creditors, 
what has been unduly /pent. Between thefe two extremes let’ 
wifdom jind the mean, and then let watchfulnefs and refolution 
heep it. : \ 

[2.] They muft not eat dood, ver. 16.3 and again, ver. 23. 

Only be fure that thou eat not the blood ; ver. 24. Thou fhalt not 
eat it; and ver. 25. Thou fhalt not eat it, that it may go well 
uith thee. When they could not bring the blood to the altar 
to pour it out there before the Lord as belonging to him, they 
mult pour it out upon the earth as not belonging to them, be- 
caufe it was the life, and therefore as an acknowledgment be- 
longed to him who gives /ife, and.as an atonement belonged 
to. him to whom /ijfe is forfeited. Bilhop Patrick thinks one 
reafon’ why they were forbidden thus {ftndétly the eating of 
blood, was to prevent the fuperftitions of the old idolaters a- 
bout the blood of their facrifices, which they thought their de- 
mons delighted in, and by eating-of which they imagined that 
they had commanion with them. 

Sixthly, Vhey are forbidden to keep up either their own 
corrupt ufages in the wildernefs, or the corrupt ufayes of their 
predeceffors in the land of Cannaan. " 

(1.) They muft not .keep up thofe sl) cuftoms which they 
had got in the wildernefs, and which were’ connived at in con- 
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Canaan, where they mutt live at a great diftance from the ta= 
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fideration of the prefent unfettlednefs of their condition, ver. 8, 
9. Ye fball not do afier all the things that we do here this day. 
Never was there a better governor than Mofes, and’ one 


would think never a better opportunity of keeping up good or-- 


der and difcipline than now among the people of Ifrael, when 
they lay fo. clofely encamped under the eye of their governor, 


and yet it feems there was much amifs, and many irregularities ~ 


among them. We muft never expeét to fee any fociety per- 
fectly pure and right, and as it fhould be, till we come to the 
heavenly Canaan. ‘They had facrifices-and religious worfhips, 
courts of juftice and civil government ; and by the /foning of 
the man that gathered flicks on the fabbath-day it appears there 
was great {tri@tnefs ufed in guarding the moft weighty matters 
of the law; but being frequently upon the remove, and always 
at uncertainty, 1. They could none of them obferve the folemn 
feafts,, and the rites of cleanfing, with the exaétnefs that'the 
law required. And, 2. Thofe among them that were difpofed 
to do-amifs, had opportunity given them to do it unobferved, 


by the frequent interruptions which their removes pave to the - 


adminiftration of juftice. But (faith Mofes) when ye come to 
Canaan, ye /ball not do fo as ye do here. Note, When the 
people of God are in an unfettled condition,’ that may be to- 
lerated and difpenfed with which would by no means be allow- 
ed at another time. Cafés of neceflity are to be confidered 
while the neceflity continues, ‘but that muft not be done in Ca- 
naan which was indulged in the wildernefs. While a houfe is 
in the building a great deal of dirt‘and rubbifh is fuffered to lie 


by it, which muft be all taken away when the houfe is built. 


Mofes was now about to lay down his life and government; 
and itis a comfort to him to forefee that -Ifrael would be bet- 
ter in the fext reign than they had been in his. 

(2.) They mult not worfhip the Lord by any of thofe 
rites or ceremonies which the nations of Canaan had made ufe 
of in the fervice of their gods, ver. 29,+32-3 they muft not 
fo much as inquite into the modes and forms of idolatrous 
worfhip.. What good would it do them to énow thofe depths 
af Satan? Rev. ii. 24. It is beft to be ignorant of that which 
there is danger of being infeded by.——-They mutt not introduce 
the’ cuftoms of idolaters; 1. Becaufe it would be abfurd to 
make thofe their patterns whom God had made their flaves and 
captives, cut of and deftroyed from before them. The Ca- 
haanités had not flourifhed’and profpered fo much in the fer- 
vice of their gods, as'that the Ifraelites fhould be invited to 
take up their cuftoms. Thofe are wrétchedly befotted indeed. 


who ‘will walk in the way of finners, after they have feen their - 


end. 2. Becaufe fome of their cultoms were moft barbarous 
and inhuman, and fuch as trampled not only upon the light and 
law of nature, but upon natural affection itfelf, as burning their 
jons and their daughters in the fire to their gods, ver. 31.3 the 
very mention of which is fufficient to make it odious, and pof- 
fefs us with a horror of it. 3. Becaufe their idolatrous cuftoms 
were an abomination to the Lord, and the tranflating of them in- 
to his worfhip would make even that an abomination and an 
affront to him, by which they fhould give him honour, and by 
which they hoped to obtain hisfavour. The cafe is bad in- 
deed when the facrifice itfelf is become an abomination, Prov. 
xv. 8. . He therefore concludes, ver. 32. with the fame cau- 
tion concerning the worfhip of God, which he had before gi- 
ven concerning the word of God, (chap. iv. 2.) Ye /ball not 
add thereto any inventions of your own, under pretence of ma- 


king the ordinance either more fignificant, or more magnificent; , 


nor diminifo from it, wader pretence of making it more eafy 
and praéticable, or of fetting afide that which may be {pared : 
But obferve to do all that, and that only, which God has com- 
‘manded. We may then hope in our religious worfhip to'ob- 
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tain the divine acceptance when we obferve the divine appoints 
ment. God will have his own work’ done in his own way. 


CH APA 
Mafes is fill upon that neceffiry Jubjed, concerning the peril — 
of idolatry. Jn the clife uf the foregoing chapter he bad 
cautioned shem agatafl the peril that might arife from their — 
predecefors, the Canaanites. In this chapter he cautions — 
them againft the rife of tdolatry from among themfelves 3 _ 
they muff take heed left any fhould draw them to idolatry; — 
(1.) By the pretence of prophecy, ver. 1;—5. (2.) By 
the pretence of friendfbip and relation, ver. 6,—11. (3-) 
By the pretence of numbers, ver. 12,—18. But in all 
thefe cafes the temptation muft be refolutely refifted, and — 
the tempters punifbed and cut off. 
WE there arife among you a prophet, or a 
dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a fign 
or a wonder, 2 And the fign or the wonder 
come to pafs, whereof he fpake unto thee, fay-. 
ing, Let us go after other gods, (which thou 
haft not known) and let us ferve them; 3 
Thou fhalt not hearken unto the words of that 
prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the 
Lorxp your God proveth you, to know whether © 
you love the Lorp your God with all your heart, 
and with all your foul. 4 Ye fhall walk after. 
the Lorp your God, and fear him, and keep his 
commandments, and obey his voice, and you 
{hall ferve him, and cleave unto him. 5 And 
that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, fhall 
be put to death ; (becaufe. he hath fpoken to 
turn you away from the Lorp your God, which 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, and re- 
deemed you out of the houfe of bondage, to: 
thruft thee out of the way which the Lorp thy 
God commanded thee to walk in) fo fhalt thou _ 
put the evil away from the midft of thee. 
Here is, Firf, A very {trange fuppofition, ver. 1, 2. : 
[t.] It is ftrange, that there fhould arife any among them+ 
felves, efpecially any pretending to vifion and prophecy, that. 
fhould move them to go and ferve other gods. Was it pofible,, 
that any who had fo much knowledge of the methods of di- 
vine revelation as to be able to perfonate a prophet, fhould yet 
have fo little knowledge of the divine nature and will, as to go 
himlelf and entice his neighbours after other gods ? could an 
Ifraclite ever be guilty of fuch impiety? could a man of fenfe 


-ever be guilty of fuch abfurdity ? We fee it in our own day, 


and therefore may think it the lefs ftrange ; multitudes that 
profefs both learning and religion, yet exciting both themfelves 


and others, not only to worfhip God by images, but to give 


divine honour to faints and angels, which is no better than go- 
ing after other gods to ferve them; fach is the power of rong 
delufions. PP etek st 
[2.] It is yet more ftrange, that the /ign or wonder given 
for the confirmation of this falfe do&trine thould come to paji. 
Can it be thought that God himfelf fhould give any countes 
nance to fuch a vile motion? did ever a falfe prophet work a > 
true miracle? It is only fuppofed here for two reafons, 1. To 
{trengihen the caution here given againft hearkening to fach a 
ene. ‘Though it were pofhible that he thould work a ¢rue mie 
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racle, yet you muft not believe him if he tells you, you mutt 


\ ferve other gods ; for the divine law again{t that is certainly 


‘perpetual and unalterable.» The fuppofition is like that, Gal.i. 
8. [fe or an angel from heaven preach any other gofpel to you, 
which doth not prove it poflible that an angel fhould preach a- 
nother gofpel, but ftrongly expreffeth the certainty and perpe- 


 tuity of that which we have’ received. So here, 2. It is to 


fortify them again{t the danger of impoftures and /ying wonders, 
(2 Theff, ii. g.) Suppofe the credentials he.produceth be fo 
- artfully counterfeited that you cannot difcern the cheat nor dif- 


14 prove them, yet if they be intended to draw you to the fervice 
of other gods, that alone is fufficient to difprove them: No e- 


' widence can be admitted again{t fo-clear a truth as that of the 
unity of the Godhead, and fo plain a law as that of wor- 
fhipping the, one only living and true God. We cannot fuppofe 
that the God of truth fhould fet the feal of miracles to a lie, to 
fo grofs a lie as is fuppofed in that temptation, Let us go after 
other gods. But if it be afked why this falfe prophet is per- 
mitted to counterfeit this broad feal? it is anfwered here, ver, 
-3. The Lord your God proveth you. » He faffers you to be 
_ fet upon by fuch a temptation to try your conftancy, that both 
they that are perfe@, and they that are fa//e and:corrupt, may 
be made manifefl. It isto prove you, therefore fee that you 
acquit yourfelves well in the trial, and ftand your ground. 

_ Secondly, Here ig a very neceflary charge given in this cafe. 

_ 1. Not to yield to the temptation, ver. 3. Thow halt not 
hearken to the words of that prophet. Not, thou fhalt not do 
the thing he tempts thee to, but thou fhalt not fo much as pa- 
tiently dear the temptation, but reject it with the utmoft difdain 
and deteftation. Such a fuggeftion as this is not tobe fo much 
as parleyed with, but the ear muft be ftopped againft it: Get thee 
behind me, Satan. Some temptations are fo grofsly vile that 
they will not bear a debate, nor may we fo much as give them 
the hearing. What follows, ver. 4. 2% ball walk after the 
Lord, may be looked upon, (1.) As prefcribing a prefervative 
from the temptation; keep clofe to your duty, and you keep 
out of harm’s way. God never leaves us till we leave him. 
Or, (2.) As furnifhing us with an° anfwer to the temptation ; 
fay, It is written, Thou /halt walk after the Lord, and cleave 
to him; and therefore what have I to do with idols? 

2. Not to fpare the tempter, ver. 5. That prophet fhall be 
put to death + Both to punifh him for the attempt he hath made ; 
the feducer muft die, though none were feduced by him; a 
defign upon the crown is treafon: And to prevent his doing 
further mifchief. This is called putting’ away the evil. There 
is no way of removing the guilt, but by removing the guilty : If 
fuch a criminal be not punifhed, they that fhould do it make 
themfelves refponfible. And thus the mi/chief muff be put a- 
avay, the infection muft be kept from fpreading, by cutting off 
the gangrened limb, and putting away the mifchief-makers. Such 
dangerous difeafes as thefe muft be taken in time. 

' 6 If thy brother the fon of thy mother, or 
thy fon, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy be- 
fom, or thy friend, which zs as thine own foul, 
entice thee fecretly, faying, Let us go and ferve 
other gods, (which thou haft not known, thou, 
nor thy fathers; 7 Namely, of the gods of the 


- people which are round about you, nigh unto 


thee, or far off from thee, from the one end of 
the earth even unto the other end of the earth) 
8 Thon fhalt not confent unto him, nor hearken 


unto him ; neither fhall thine eye pity him, 


neither fhalt thou fpare, neither fhalt thou con- 
cealhim, 9g But thou fhalt furely kill him ; 
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thine hand fhall be firft upon him to put him 
to death, and afterwards the hand of all the 
ro And thou fhalt ftone him with 
ftones, that. he die: becaufe he hath fought to 
thruft thee away from the Lorn thy God, which 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the 
houfe of bondage. 11 And all Irael thall hear, 
and fear, and fhall do no more any fuch wick- 
ednefs as this is among you. 


Further provifion is made by this branch of the ftatute againft 
receiving the infeétion of idolatry from thofe that arenear and, 
dear to us. 

Firft, It is the policy of the tempter to fend his folicitations 
by the hand of thofe we love, whom we leaft fufpeét of any ill 
upon us, and whom we are defirous to pleafe, and apt to cons 


| form ourfelyes to.—The enticement here is fappofed to come 


from a brother, or child, that are near by nature; from a wife, 
or friend, that are near by choice; and are to us as our own 
fouls, ver. 6, Satan tempted Adam by Eve, and Chrift by 
Peter. We are therefore concerned to ftand upon our guard 
againit an ill propofal, when the perfon that propofeth it can 
pretend to an intereft in us, that we may never fin againft God 
in compliment to the beft friend we have in the world. The 
temptation is fuppofed to be private, he will eutice thee Secretly; 
implying that idolatry is a qwork of darkne/s, which dreads the 
light, and covets to be concealed; and which the finner pro- 
mifeth himfelf, and the tempter promifeth him fecrecy and fe~ 
curity in.—Concerning the falfe gods propofed to be ferved, 
({1.) The tempter fuggefts, that the worfhipping of thefe gods 
was the common praétice of the world; and if they limited 
their adorations to an invifible deity, they were fingular, and like 
no body, for they were the gods of the people round about them, 
and indeed of all the nations of the earth, ver. 7. This fugs 
geftion draws many away from religion and godlinefs, that it 
is an unfafbionable thing; and they make their court to the 
world, and the flefh, becaufe thefe are the gods of the people 
that are round about them. (2.) Mofes fuggefts, in oppofition 
to this, that it had not been the practice of their anceftors; 
they are gods which thou haf not known, thou, nor thy fathers. 
Thofe that are born of godly parents, and have been educated 
in pious exercifes, when they are enticed to. a vain, loofe, care- 
lefs way of living, fhould rernember, that thofe are ways which 
they have not known, they, nor their fathers: And will they 
thus degenerate ? 

Secondly, It is our duty to prefer God and religion before 
the beft friends we have in the world. (1..) We muft not in 
cowplaifance to our friends break God’s law, ver. 8. Thou /balt 
aot confent to him, nor go with him to his idolatrous worfhip; no, 
not for company or curiofity, or to gain a better interelt in his 
affections. It is a general rule, Jf finners entice thee, confent thou 
not, Prov.1.10: (2.) We muft not in compaffion to owr friends 
objirué the courfe of God’s juftice. He that offers fuch a thing 
muft not only be looked upon as an enemy, or dangerous per- 
fon, whom one would be afraid of, and /wear the peace upon, 
but as a criminal, or traitor, who, in zeal-for our fovéreign Lord, 
his crown and dignity, we are bound to znform againf?, and can- 
not conceal ‘without incurring the guilt of a great mifprifion, 
ver. 9. Thou foalt furely kill him. By this law, the perfons 
enticed were bound to profecute.the feducer, and to give evi- 
dence again{t him before the proper judges, that he might fuf- 
‘fer the penalty of the law, and that without delay ; which the 
Jews fay is here intended in that. phrafe, as it is in the He- 
brew, Killing thou fhalt kill him; neither the profecution nor 
the execution muft be deferred; and he that was firft in the 
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former, mult be fir in the latters to fhew that he ftood to his 


teltimony, Thy hand hall be firft upon him, to mark him out as » 


an anathema, and then the hands of all the people, to put him 
away as an aecurfed thing.—The death he mult die was that 
which was looked upon among the Jews as the fevereft of all 
other. He mult be floned; and his accufation written is, That 
he has fought to thru/? thee away by a kind of violence from the 
Lord thy God, ver. 10.. Thofe are certainly our worlt ene- 
mies that would thruff us from God, our belt Friend ; and 
whatever draws ts to fin, feparates between us and God. It 
is a defign upon our life, and to be refented accordingly. And, 
Lajily, Here is the good effect of this neceffary execution, ver. 
x1. Al] Lfrael foall hear and fear. "They cought to hear and 
far, for the punifhment of crimes committed is defigned, in 
serrorem, for the prevention of the like. Atnd it is to be hoped 

they wi// hear and fear, and by the feverity of the punifhment, 
efpecially when it is at the profecution of a father, a brother, 
or a friend, will be made to conceive 4 horror of the fin, as 
exceeding finful, and to be afraid of incurring the like punifh- 
ments themfelves. Swmute the fcorner that fins prefumptuoufly, 
and the finple that is in danger of finning carelefsly qidl be- 
qware. 


12 F If thou fhalt hear fay in one of thy ci- 


ties, which the Lorp thy God hath given thee 


to dwell there, faying, 13 Certain men, the chil- 
dren of Belial, are gone out from among you, 
and have withdrawn the inhabitants of their ci- 
ty, faying, Let us go and ferve other gods, 
Qvhich ye have not known) 14 Then fhalt 
thou inquire and make fearch, and afk diligent- 
ly: and behold, if it be truth, and the thing 
certain, that fuch abomination is wrought a- 
mong you: 15 Thou fhalt-furely {mite the in- 
habitants of that city with the edge of the 
fword, deftroying it utterly, and all that zs there- 
in, and the cattle thereof, with the edge of the 
fword. 16 And thou fhalt gather all the fpoil 
of it into.the. midft of the ftreet thereof, and 
thalt burn with fire the city, and all the fpoil 
thereof every whit, for the Lorn thy God: and 
it fhall be an heap for ever, it fhall not be built 
again. | 
the curfed thing to thine hand : that the Lorp 
may turn from the fiercenefs of his anger, and 
ihew thee mercy, and have compaffion upon 
thee, and multiply thee, as he hath fworn unto 
thy fathers ;. 18 When thou {fhalt, hearken to 
the voice of the Lorp thy God, to keep all his 
commandments which I command thee this 
lay, to do that which is right in the eyes of the 
Lorp thy God. : 

Here the cafe is put, of a city revoking frony its allegiance 
to the God of Hrael, and ferving other gods. 

Firft, The crime is fuppofed to be committed, (1.) By one 
vf the cities of I/rael that lay within the jurifdidtion of their 
courts : The church then judged them only that were within, 
4 Cor. v. #2, 13. And when they were ordered to preferve 
their religion in the firft principles of it, by fire and {word, yet 
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- fully made out. 


17 And there fhall cleave nought of, 


Wis to ferve other; gods. 


Chap. XBL. 
oat | Sa 
they were not allowed by fire and fword to propagate it. They 
that are born within the allegiance of a prince, if they take up 
arms again{t him, are dealt with as traitors ; but foreign inva- 
ders are not fo. T'he city that is here become idolatrous is fup- 
pofed, formerly, to have wor/bipped the true God, but now to 
be withdrawn to other gods; which intimates how great the 
crime is, and how fore the punifhment will be of thofe that, 
afier they have known the way of yightegu/nefs, turn afide from 
it, 2 Pet. ii. 21. [2.]-It is fuppofed to be committed by the 
generality of the inhabitants of the city for we may think, that 
if a confiderable number did retain their integrity, thofe only — 
that were guilty were to be deftroyed, and the city was to be 
fpared for the fake of the righteous im it ; for, fhall not the 
Fudge of ali the earth do right? No doubt he fhall. [3.] They 
are fuppofed to be drawn to idolatry by certain men, the. chil~ 
dren of Belial; men that would endure no yoke; fo it fignifies 5 ~ 
that neither fear God, nor regard man, but fhake off all re+ 
{traints of law and confcience, and are pexfeétly loft to all man-~ 
ner of virtue: Whefe are they that fay, Let us fervervother gods, 


_ that will not only allow, but will countenance and. encourage 


our immoralities. Belial is put for the devil, 2 Cor. vi. 15% 
and the children of Belial are Ais children. Thefe aithdraw 
the inhabitants of the city 3 fora little of this.old deaven, when” 
it is entertained, foon leavens the whole lamp - ; As'33 
Secondly, "The caufe is ordered to be tried with a great deal 
of care, ver. 14. Thou fhalt inquire, and make fearch. They 
muf{t not proceed upon common fame, or take the information 
by hearfay, but muft examine the proofs, and not give judge- 
ment again{t them, unlefs the evidence was clear, and the charge 
God himfelf, before he deftroyed Sodom, is 
faid to come down and /ee whether its crimes were according 
to the clamour, Gen. xvii. 21. In judicial proceffes, it is re- 
quifite that time, and care, and pains, be taken to fird out the 
truth, and that fearch be made, without «any paflion, pre- 
jadice, or partiality. The Jewith writers fay, That thougn par- 
ticular perfons, who were idolaters, might be judged by the in- 
ferior courts, the defection of a city muft be tried by the great 
fanhedrim: And if it appear that they are thruj? away-to ido- 
/atry, they fend two learned men to them, to admonifh and re- ° 
duce them. If they repent, all is well; if not, then all Ifrael 
mu{t go up to war againft them, to teftify their indignation.a- 
gaint ‘idolatry, and to ftop the {preading of the contagion. 
‘Thirdly, [f the crime were proved, andthe criminals were 
incorrigib’e, the city was to be wholly deftroyed. If there 
were a few righteous men in it, no doubt they would remove 
themfelves and their families out of fuch a dangerous place; and 
then all the inhabitants, men, women, and children, muft be 
put to the fword, ver. 15. All the {poil of the. city, both fhop- — 
goods, and the furniture of houfes, muft be brought into the 
market-place and burngd, and the city itfelf mutt be laid ia 
afhes, and never built again, ver. 16. The foldiers are for» 
bidden, upon pain of death, to.convert any of the plunder to. 
their own ufe, ver. 17. It was a devoted thing, and danger- 
aus to meddle with it, as we find in the cafe of Achan.—..- 
Now, (1.) God enjoins this feverity, to fhew whav a jealous 
God he is in the matters of his worthip,'and how great a crime 
Let men’ know that God will not.’ 
give his glory to another, nor his praife to graven images. (2.): 
He expects that magiflrates, having ‘their honour and power 
from him, fhould be concerned for his honour, and ufe their 
power for terror to evil-doers, elfe they bear ike fiword-in vain. 
(3-) The faithful worthippers of the! true God nul take all oca 
cafions to fhew their juit indignation again{t idolatry, much. 
more againft atheifm, infidelity, and irreligion... (4.) Ut is here 
intimated, that the be{t expedient for the turning away of 
God’s anger from the land is ta execute juftice upon the <vick® 


“Chap. IV. 


-mongft the beafts; that ye {hall eat. 
_verthelefs, thefe ye fhall not eat, of them that 


ad of the land; ver. 14, that the Lord may turn from the ae 


nfs of his anger, which was ready to bredk out again{t the whole 


nation, for the wickednefs of that one apoltate ar —It is pro- 
miféd, that if they would thus root wickednels out of their 


“Jand, God would mu 'tiply them. Ehey might think it inpoltic, 


and againg the intereft of their nation, to ruin a whole city y for 
a crime. relating purcly to religion, and-that they fhould be more 
{paring of the blood of Mraclites: Fear not that (faith Mofes) 
God wil multiply you the more 3 the body. of ‘your nation will 
lofe nothing by the letting out of this corrupt blood. 

Lafily, Though we do not find this law put in execution in 
all the. biftory of the Jewish church, (Gibeah-was deltroyed, 
not for idolatry, but immora ility;) yet for the neglect of the ex- 


_ ecution of it upon the inferior cities that ferved idols, God him- 


felf, by the army of the Chaldeans, put it in execution up- 
on Jerufalem, the head city, which, for its apoltafy from 
God, was utterly deftroyed and laid wafte, and lay in ruins 
feventy years. Whoughs idolaters may efcape the punifhment 
from men (nor is the law, in the letter of it, binding now, un- 
der the gofpel) yet the Lord our God will not fuffer them to 
efcape his righteous judgments. Lhe New eltament {peaks 
of communion with idolaters as a fin which, above anyother, 
provokes the Lord to jealoufy, and. dares him as if we were 
Stringer than he, 1 Cor. X. 215 22. - 


j Sir REAPS KITV. 

Mofes in this chapter teaches them, 1. To diftinguith themfelves 
» from their neighbours by a fingularity, (1.) In their mourn- 
éng, ver, %,-2.. (2.) Jn their meat, ver. 3,—21. JI. To 
» devote themfelves unto Ged, and in token of that, to give him 
his dues out of their fates, the. yearly tithe, and that every 
third year, Sor the maintenance of their religious feafls, the Le- 

. wites, and the poor, Ver. 22,——-29- 


ye E are the children of the Loro your God: 
3 ye fhall not cut yourfelves, nor make any 


baldnefs between your eyes for the dead. 2 For: 


thou arf an holy people unto the Lorp thy God, 


and the Lorn hath chofen thee to be a peculiar. 


people unto himfelf, above all the nations that 
are upon the earth. 3 Thou fhalt not eat a- 
ny abominable thing. 4-Thefe ave the beaits 
which ye fhall eat: the ox, the fheep, and the 
goat, § The hart, and the roe-buck, and the 
fallow-deer, and the wild-goat, and the pygarg, 
and the wild ox, and the chamois. 6 And eve- 
ry beaft that parteth the hoof, and cleaveth the 
cleft into two claws, and cheweth the cud a- 


47 Ne- 


chew the cud, or of them that divide the cloven 


hoof; as the camel, and the hare, and the co- 


ney: for they chew the cud, but diyide not the 


hoof; therefore they are unclean unto you. 8. 


-And the fwine, becaufe it-divideth the hoof, yet 
eheweth not the:cud, it 7s unclean unto you: 
ye fhall not eat of their flefh, nor touch their 
dead carcafe. 9 Thefe ye fhall eat of all that 


are in the waters: all that have fins and icales. 


fhall ye eat: 10 And whatfoever hath not fins 
and feales, ye may not eat; it 7s unclean. unto 


| 
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‘you. ri Of all clean birds yé fhall eat. 12 
But.thele ure tiey-of which is fall not eats 
the eagle, and the. offifrage, and the. ofpray. 13 


And the giede, and the kite, and the vulture 

after his kind, rg And every ravepy alter, Hi 
kind: 15 And the owl, and the nigh t- hawk, 
and the cuekow, and the hawk after his kind; 
16 The little owl, and the great owl, and the 
fwan, 17 And the pelican, and the gelr-earle, 
and the cormorant, 18 And the ftork, and the 
heron after her kind, and the lapwingand the 
bat. 3g And every creeping thing that fieth,. 
ts unclean unto you: they {hall not be eaten. 
20 But of all clean fowls ye may eat. 21 Ye 
fhall” not eat-ofany thing that .dieth of ittelf: 
thou fhalt give it unto the, ftranger that zy in. 
thy gates, that he may eat it, or thou mayett 
fell it unto an alien: for thou art an holy peo- 
ple unto the Lorp thy God. “Thou fhalt not 
feethe ai kid in his niother’s. milk. 


Mofes here tells the people of Lrae 

Fir, How God had. dignified eet as: a, peduliar peosle e 
with three diftinguifhable pr rivileges, which were their honour. 
‘and figures of thofe fpiritual bleflings in heavenly things,, with: 
which God has, in Chri blefled us. (1.) Here is: election. ;. 
the Lord hath chofen thee, ver. 2.3 not for. ther own meri',< 
or for any & ood. works forefeen, but becaufe he would mag wify 
the riches of His power and grace, among them. He did not 
chufe them, becau/e they were by their own dedication and 
fubjection a peculiar people to him, above other nations ; but 
he chofe them that they might be fo by his grace 3. and thus 
were believers chofen, Eph. i. 4. Here is adoption, ver. 2. 
Ye are the children of the Lord yore Ged, formed by him-into: 
a people, owned by him as Aus people nay, his fantily 5a peo- 
ple near ynto him, nearer than any other, Lfrael is my fon, my 
firf-born; not becaufe he needed c pan but .becaufe they 
were orphans, and needed a father.  EXvery Ifraelite indeed is 
a child of Ged, partaker of his nature and favour, his. love and: 
blefling : Behold, what manner of love the Father. has. beldwed 
upon us! (3.), Here is fanétification, ver. 2. Thou art a holy 
people ;. feparated and fet; apart for God, devoted to his fervice,. 
deligned for his praife,, governed by.a holy, law, graced by aholy 
tabernacle, and the holy ordinances relating to it.. God’s peo- 
ple are obliged to be holy; and if they be Ao/y, are obliged to 
the grace of God. that makes:them: fo. The Lord.has /et them: 
apart. for himfelf, and. qualified them for. his fervice and the: 
enjoyment of him, and fo has made them Aoly to himfelf. 

Secondly, How they ought to dijfinguifh themfelves by a 
fober fingularity from, all the nations that were about them.. 


_ And. God having thus. advanced them,. let them, not deba/e: 


themfelves,. by admitting. the. fuperftitious cultoms, of idolaters,, 
and by making t themfelves Lke then, put. themfelves upoo the , 
level withthem.. Be ye the children of the Lord your God; fo» 
the Seventy read it as a command, #..c. carry. yourfelves as be-- 
comes the children of God, and do nothing, to 'difgrace the: 
honour, and. forfeit. the, privileges, of the relation: 
In two things particularly. they muft diftinguifh: themfelves.. 
r.) In, their, mouraing ; Ye foalt not cut yourfelvess.ver, 1. 
That forbids. (as fome think): not only their. cutding themfelves. 
at their funerals, either to exprefs their grief, or with their 
own, blood to appeafe. the infernal deities, but their. wounding 
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and. mangling themlelves in the worfhip of their gods, as Baal’s 
prophets did, 1 Kings xviii. 28.; or their marking themfelves 
by incifions in their flefh, for fuch and fuch deities, which, in 
them, above any, would be an:inexcufable crime, who, in the 
fign of circumcifion, dore about with them, in their bodies, the 
marks of the Lord Fehovah :—So that, 

1. They are forbidden to hurt or deform their own bodies 
upon any account.—Methinks this is like a parent’s charge. to 
his little children that are foolifh, carelefs and wilful, and are 
apt to play with knives; Children, ye fball not cut yourfelves. 
This is the intention of thofe commands which dblige us to 
deny ourfelves > The true meaning of them, if we underftood 
them aright, would appear to be, Do yourfe'f no harm. And 
this alfo is the defign of thofe providences which muft crofs 
us, to remove from us thofe things. by which we are in danger 
of doing ourfelves harm. Knives are taken from us left we 
cut ourfelves. They that are dedicated to God as a holy peo- 
ple, muft do nothing to disfigure themfelves. The body is 
Jjor the Lord, and is to be ufed accordingly. 

2. They are forbidden to difturb and affliét their own minds 
with inordinate grief for the lofs of near and dear relations. 
Ye fhall not expre/s or exafperate your forrow, even upon the 
moft mournful occafions, by cutting yourfelves, and making bald- 
nefs between your eyes, like men enraged, or refolvedly harden- 

. ed in forrow for the dead, as thofe that have no hope, 1 Theff. 
iv. 13. Itis an excellent paflage which Mr Ainfworth here 
quotes from one of the Jewifh writers, who underftands this 
as a law again{t immoderate grief for the death of our relations. 
If your father, (for inftance) die, you fall not cut yourfelves, 
‘that is, you Jhall not forrow more than is meet, for you are not 
Satherlefs ; you have a Father who is great, living, and perma- 
nent, even the holy, bleed God, whofe children ye are, ver. 1. 
But an infidel, faith he) when his father dies, hath no father 
that can help him in time of need; for he hath faid to a flock, 
Thou art my father ; and to a fone, Thou haft brought me forth, 
(Jer. i. 27.15 therefore he weeps, cuts himfelf, and makes him- 
Jelf bald. We that have a God to hope in, and a heaven to 
hope for, muft bear up ourfelves with this hope under every 
burden of this kind. 

[2.] They muft be fingular in their meat. Many forts of 
flefh, which were wholefome enough, and which other people 
did commonly eat, they muft religiou/ly abftain from as un- 
clean. This law we had before, Lev. xi. 2. where it was 
largely opened. It feems plainly, by the coherence here, to 
be a mark of peculiarity ; for their obfervance of it would make 
them to be taken notice of in all mixf companies, as a /e 
parate people, and preferve them from mingling themfelves 
with, and conforming themfelves to, their idolatrous neigh+ 
bours. : 

1f?, Concerning beafts, here is a more particular enumeéra- 
tion of thofe which they were allowed to eat than was in Le- 
viticus, to fhew that they had no reafon to complain of their 
being reftrained from eating {wines flefti, and hares, and rab- 

“bits, (which were all that were then forbidden, but are now 
commonly ufed,) when they were allowed fo great a variety, 
not ohly of that which we call butchers meat, ver. 4. which 
alone was offered in facrifice, but of yenifon, which they had 
great plenty of in Canaan, the hart, and the roe-buck, and the 
fallow-ceer, ver. §. which, though never brought to God's al- 
tat, was allowed them at their own table. See chap. xii. 22. 
When of all thefe, (as Adam of every tree of the garden,) they 
might freely cat, thofe were inexcufeable, who, to gratify a 
perverfe appetite, or as fhould feem) in honour of their idols, 
and in participation of their idolatrous facrifices, eat favines 
ref, and broth of abominable things (made fo by this law) was 
in their veffels, Ha. lxv. 4. 
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adly, Concerning fith, there is only ore general rule givens — 
‘That whatfoever had not_fins and fcales, (as thell-ffh, and eels; 
befidés leeches, and other animals in the water, that are not 
proper food,) was unclean and forbidden, ver. 9, 10. 

3dly, No general rule is given concerning fowl, but thofe 
particularly mentioned that were to be unclean to them; 
and there are few or none of them which are here forbidden 
that are now commonly eaten; And whatfoever is not exprefs- 
ly forbidden is allowed, ver. 11,——-2¢. Of all clean fowls you 
may eat. : : 

They ate further forbidden, 1. To eat the flefh of any crea-~ 
ture ‘hat died of itfelf, becaufe the blood was not feparated ; 
from it; and befides the ceremonial uncleannefs i lay under 
from Lev. xi. 39, it is not wholefome food, nor ordinarily 
ufed among us, except by the poor. And, 2. Vo feethe a hid 
in its mother’s milk, either to gratify their owa luxury, fuppo- 
fing it a dainty bit, or in conformity to fome fuperftitious cuf- 
tom of the heathen. ‘The Chaldee paraphrafts read it, Thow 


Jfealt not cat flefo meats, and milk-meats together; and fo it 


would forbid the ufe of butter as fauce to any flefh.—Now, 
as to all thefe precepts concerning their food, (1.) It is plain 
in the law itfelf, that. they belonged only to the Jews, and: 
were not moral not of perpetual ufe, becaufe not of perpetual 
obligation ; for what they might not eat themfelves, they might 
give to a ftranger, a profelyte of the gate, that had renounced 
idolatry, and therefore was pefmitted to hve among them 
though: not circumcifed ; or they might fell to an alien, a 
mere Gentile, that came into their country for trade, but might 
not fettle in it, ver. 21. They might feed upon that which 
an Ifiaelite might not touch; which is a plain inftance of theix’ 
peculiarity, and their being @ holy people. (2.) It is plain; in 
the gofpel, that they are now antiquated and repealed: For e~ 
very creature of God is good, and nothing now to be refufed, 
or called common and unclean, 1 Tim. iv. 4. ee 
22 Thou fhalt truly tithe all the increafe of 
thy feed, that the field bringeth forth year by 
year. 23 And thou fhalt eat before the Lorp 
thy God, in the place which ye fhall chufe to 
place his name there, the tithe of thy corn, of 
thy wine, and of thine oil, and the firftlings of 
thy herds, and of thy fiocks: that thou mayeft 
learn to fear the Lorp thy God always. 24 
And if the way be too long for thee, fo that 
thou art not able to carry it, or if the place be 
too far from thee, which the Lorp thy God 
fhall ckufe to fet his name there, when the Lorp 
thy God hath bleffed thee: 25'Then fhalt thou 
turn it into money, and bind up the money in 
thine hand, and italt go unto the place which 
the Lorp thy God fhall chufe... 26 And thou 
fhalt beftow that money for whatfoever thy foul 
lufteth after, for oxen, or for fheep, or for wine, 
or for ftrong drink, or for whatfoever thy foul 
defireth : and thou fhalt eat there before the 
Lorp thy God, and thou (halt rejoice, thou: 
and thine houfehold. 297 And the Levite that 
zs within thy gates, thou fhalt not forfake him: 
for he hath no part.nor inheritance with thee.. 
28 4 At the end of three years thou fhalt bring 
forth all the tithe of thine increafe the fame 
year, 


year, and fhalt lay it up within thy gates. 29 
And the Levite, (becaufe he hath no part nor 
inheritance with thee) and the flranger, and 
the fatherlefs, and the widow, which are with- 
in thy gates, fhall come, and {hall eat and be 
fatisfied; that the Lorp thy God may blefs 
thee in all the work of thine hand which thou 
doett. : 


We have here a part of the ftatute concerning tithes. The | 


products of their ground were twice tithed, fo that, putting 
both together, a. fifth part was devoted to God out of their in-_ 
creafe, and only four parts of five were for their own common 
ufe; and they could not but own they fat upon an eafy rent, 
efpecially fince God’s part was difpofed of to their own. bene- 
fit and advantage. The fir/} tithe was for the maintenance of 
their Levites, who taught them the good knowledge of God, 


and miniftered to them in holy things; this is fuppofed as an- | 


ciently due, and is entailed upon the Levites as an inheritance 
by that law, Numb. xviii. 24, €¥c. but it is the /econd tithe that 
is here fpoken of, which was to be taken out of the remainder 
when the Levites had had theirs 


Firft, They are here charged to feparate it, and /et it apart | 


for God, ver. 22: Thou fait truly tithe ail the increafe of thy 
feed-—Vhe Levites took care of their own, but the feparating 
_of this was left to the owners themfelves ; the law encouraging 


them to be honeft, by repofing a confidence in them, and fo | 


trying their fear of God, They are bid to tithe truly ; i. e. 


to be fure to-do it, and to do.it faithfully and carefully, that | 
God’s part might not be diminifhed either with defign, or by 


overfight. Note, We mutt be fure.to. give God his full dues 
out of our eftates; for, being but /fewards of them, it is re- 
quired that we be-faithful, as thofe that muft give account. 
[2.] They are here. direéted how to difpofe of it when: 
they had feparated it. Let every man /ay by as God projfpers 
Sim, and gives him fuccefs, and then let him /ay: out in pious 
afes as God gives him opportunity; and it will be the eafier 
to /ay out, and the proportion more fatisfying, when firft: we 
have Jaid by. . This fecond tithe may be difpofed of, 
(1.) In works of piety, for the two firlt years after the year 
~ of releafe.—They muft bring it up, either in kind, or the full 
_ value of it, to the place of the fan@uary, and there muft {pend : 
it in holy feafting before the Lord. If they could do it with 
any convenience, they mutt bring it in kind, .ver. 23.; but if 
not, they might turn it into money; ver. 24,: 25.3 and that mo- 
ney mult be laid out-in fomething to fea{t upon before the: 
Lord.— The comfortable, chearful ufing of what God bath 
given us with temperance and fobriety, is really the honouring 
of God with it. Contentment, holy joy, and thankfulnefs, 
make every meal a-religious feat —The end of this law we 
have, ver. 23. That thou mayeft learn to fear the Lord thy God - 
always: \t was to keep them right and firm to their religion; .. 
2. By acquainting-them’with the fanctuary, the holy things 
and the folemn. fervices that. were there performed. What 
they read the appointment of in their» Bibles, it would do them 
- good to fee the obfervance of in their tabernacle; it would’: 
make a deeper impreflion upon them, which would. keep them 
out of the {nares of the idolatrous cultoms. Note, It will 
have a good influence upon our. conftancy in religion, Never to 
forfake the-affembling of ourfelves together, Heb. x. 25. By 
the comfort. of the communion of faints, we may be kept to 
our communion with God. 2. By: ufing them to the moft 
leafant and delightful fervices of religion. Let them rejoice 
before the Lord, that they may learn-ta fear him always. ‘The 
mote plea/ure we find im the ways of religion, the more likely 
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we fhall be to er/evere in thofe ways.— One thing they muft 
remember-in their pious entertainments, to bid their. Levites 
welcome to them: Thou fhalt not forfake the Levite, ver. 27. 
Let him never be a {tranger to thy table, efpecially when thou 
eateft before the Lord. ate 

(2.) Every third year this tithe muft be difpofed at home 
in>works of charity, ver. 28, 29. Lay it up within thy own 
ates, and let it be given to the poor, who, knowing the pro- 
yifion this law had made for them, no doubt would come to 
feek it; and that they might make the poor familiar to them, 
and not difdain their company, they are here dire@ed to wel- 
come them to their houfes; thither let them come, and eat 
and be fatisfied. In this charitable diftribution of the fecond 
tithe, they nmft have an eye to the poor miniffers, and add to 
their encouragement by entertaining them, next to poor /fran- 


gers, not only for the fupply of their neceflities, but to pit a 
refpect upon them, and fo to invite them to turn profelytes; ; 


and next to the fatherle/s and widow, who, though perhaps 
they may have a competent maintenance left them, yet cannot 
be fuppofed to live fo plentifully and comfortably 2s they had 
done in months paft, and therefore countenance them, and help 
to make them eafy, by inviting them to this entertainment. 


God has a particular care for widows and fatherlefs, and he. : 
It is his honour, and ; 


requires that we fhould have fo- too. 
will be ours, to help the helplefs. And if we thus ferve God, 
and do good with what we have, it is promifed here, that the 
Lord our God will d/c/s us,in all the works of our hand. Note, 


"1, The blefing of God is all in all to our outward profperity, 


and, without that blefing, the work of our hands which we do, - 


will bring nothing to pafs. . 2d/y, "The way to obtain that blef- 
fing is to be diligent and charitable. The blefling defcends up- 
on the working hand; expeé not that God fhould blefs thee. 


in thy idlenefs and love of eafe, but in al/ the work of thine hand... 


It is the hand of the diligent, with the blefing of God upon it, 
that »makes:rich, Prov. x..4, 22.3 and it defcends upon the 
giving hand: He that thus {catters- certainly increafes ; and 
the Aberal foul will be made fat. It is an undoubted truth, 
thoughrlittle believed, that to be charitable to the poor, and to 


be free and generous in the fupport of religion, and any good - 


work,’ is the fure/t and fafeft way of thriving. What is lent 
xliv. 30... 


CH ’A'P. XV. 


In this chapter Mofes gives orders, (1.) Concerning the releafe 


of debts every feventh year, ver. 1,—6. with a caution, that 
that be no hinderance to charitable lending, ver.7,—11. (2.) 


Cancerning the releafe of Jervants, after feven years fervice, . 


ver. 12,18. (3.) Concerning the fandtification of the fir/t- 
lings of cattle to God, ver. 19,23. 


T the end of every feven years thou fhalt 
make a releafe. 2°And this is the man- 


to. the Lord; will be repaid with abundant interef, Ezek... 


ner of the releafe: Every creditor that lendeth « 


ought unto his neighbour fhail' releafe zz, he 
fhall not exact zt of his neighbour, or of his bro- 
ther, becaufe it is called the Loro’s releafe. 3 


Of a foreigner thou mayeft exact it again: but. 


that-which is thine with thy brother, thine hand 


fhall releafe :- 4Save when there thall be no - 


poor among you: for the Lorp fhall greatly 
blefs thee in the land which the Lorp thy God 
giveth thee for an inheritance to poffefs it: 5 
Only if thou carefully hearken -unto the. voice 


o 
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of the Lory thy God, to obferveé to do all thefe 
commandments which [ command thee this day. 
6 For the Lorn thy God blefleth thee, as he 
promifed thee, and thou fhalt lend unto many 
nations, but thou {halt not borrow; and thou 
{halt reign over many nations, but they fhall 
not reign over thee. 7 If there be among 
you a poor man of one of thy brethren, within 
any of thy gates, in thy land which the Lorp 
thy God giveth thee, thou fhalt not harden thy 
heart, nor fhut thine hand from thy poor bro- 
ther: 8 But thou fhalt open’ thine hand wide 
unto him, and fhalt furely lend him fufficient 
for his need, in thar which he wanteth. 9 Be- 
ware that there be not a thought in thy wicked 
‘heart, faying; The feventh year, the year of re- 
Jeafe is at hand: and thine eye be evil againit 
thy poor brother, and thou giveft him nought, 
‘and he cry unto the Lorn againit thee, and it 
‘be fin unto thee. 10 Thou fhalt furely give 
him, and thine heart fhall not be grieved when 
thou giveft unto him: becaufe that for this 
thing the Lorn thy God fhall blefs thee in thy 
«works, and in all that thou putteft thine hand 
‘unto. 11 For the poor fhall never ceafe out of 
‘the land: therefore 1 command thee, faying, 
“Yhou fhalt open thine hand.wide unto thy bro- 
ther, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy 
land. 


t 
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Chap. XVE 


| the releafe of the debts, God would teach them to depend up= 


Here is, Fir, A law for the releafe of poor dedtors, fach 


(we may fuppefe) as were infolvent. Every feventh year was 
a year of releafe, in which the ground re/fed from being tilled, 
fervants were difcharged from their fervices, and, among other 
aéts of grace, this was one, that they that had borrowed mo- 
ney, and had not been able to pay it before, fhould, this year, 
be releafed from it; and though if they were able, they were 
afterwards bound in confcience to repay it, yet, trom thence- 
‘forth, the creditor fhould never recover it by law.. Many good 
expofitors think it only forbids the exa@ting of the debt ia the 
year of releafe, becaule no harveft being gathered in that year, 
‘it could not be expeéted that men fhould pay their debts then, 
but that, afterwards, it might be fued for and recovered: So 
that the releafe did not extingui/> the debt, but only fay the 
procefs for.a time, But others think it was a releafe of the debt 
‘for ever; and that feems more probable, yet ‘under certain /i- 
mitations exprefied or implied. It is fuppofed that the debtor 
was an Ifraelite, ver. 3. an alien could not take the benefit of 
this Jaw; and that he was poor, ver. 4.3; that he did not bor- 
yow for trade or purchafe, but for the fubfiftence of his family, 
and that now he could not pay it without reducing himfelf to 
poverty, and coming under a.neceflity cf fecking in other coun- 
tries, which might be his ternptation to revolt trom God. ‘The 
law is not that the ereditor fhall not receive ‘the debt, if the 
debtor, or his friends for him, can pay it, but he fhall not exa@ 
it by a Jegal procefs, ‘lhe reafons of this law are, (1.) To 
put an honour upon the fabbatical year, decau/fe it is called the 
Lord's veleafe, ver. 2. ‘That was God’s year, for their land, 
as the weekly fabbath was God’s day. for themfelves, their fer- 


wants and cattle ; and as by the refling of their ground, fo by | 


fhould order and direét them. 


on tis providence. This year of releafe typified the grace of 
the gofpel, in which is proclaimed the acceptable year of the 
Lord, and by which we obtain the releafe of our debts, that ise 
the pardon of our fins; and we are taught to forgive injaries 
as we are, and hope to be, forgiven of God. (2.)} It was to 
prevent the falling of any Lfraelite into extreme poverty ; fo the 
margin reads, ver. 4. To the end there fhall be no poor’ among 
you; none miferably and fcandaloufly poor, to the reproach of 
their nation and religion, the reputation of which they ought to 
preférve. 3.) God’s fecurity is here given by a divine pro- 
mife, that whatever they loft by their poor-debtors, it fhould 
be made up to them in the blefling of God, upon all they-had . 
and did, ver. 4,—-6. Let them take care to do their duty, 
and then God would bles them with fuch great increafe, that. 
what they might lofe by bad debts, if they generoufly remitted 
them, fhould not be miffed out of their flock at the year’s end, 
Not only the Lord foall blefs thee, ver. 4.3 but he doth bless 
thee, ver.6. Itis altogether inexcufable, if God has given us 2- 
bundance, fo that we have not only enough, but to fpare, and 
yet we are rigorous and fevere in our demands from our poor 
brethren; for our abundance fhould be the f/upply of their wants; 
that at leaft there may not be fuch an inequality as is between 
two extremes, 2 Cor. vii, 14. They muft alfo confider, that 
the land was God’s gift to them, and all their increafe was the 
fruit of God’s blefling upon them: and therefore they were 
bound, in duty to him, to ufe and difpofe of their eftates as he 
And, (/lajly,) if they would 
remit what little fums they had lent to their poor brethren, it 
is promifed they fhould be able to lend great fums to their rich 
neighbours, even to many nations, ver. 6. and {hould be enrich- 
ed-by thofe loans. ‘Thus the nations fhould become fubject to 
them, and dependant on them, as the borrower is Jervant to the 
lender, Prov. xxit.. 7. To be able to dad and not to have 
need to dorrow, we mult look upon as a great mercy, -and a 
good reafon why we fhould do good with what we have, left 
we provoke God to turn the feales. ~ i 

« Secondly, Here is a law in favour of poor borrowers, that 
they might not fuffer damage by the former law. -Men would 
be apt to argue, Lf the cafe of a man be fo with his debtor, that 
if the debt be not paid before the year of releafe, it fhould be 
loft, it were better not to lend? No, faith this branch of the {ta 
tute, Thou fhalt not think fuch a thought. . 

[t.]-It is taken for granted that there would be poor among 
them, who would have eccafion to borrow, ver. 7-3 and that 
there would never want fome fuch objects of charity, ver. 11. 
The poor fhall never ceafe out of the land: “Though not fuch as 
were reduced to extreme poverty, yet fuch as would be behind- 
hard, and would: have occafion to borrow; of fuch poor he 
here fpeaks; and fuch we have a/wavs with us: So that a cha- 
ritable difpofition may foon find a charitable occafion. . 

[2.] In fuch a cafe we are here commanded to Jend.or give 
according to our ability and the neceflity of the cafe: Thcu- 


foait not harden.thy heart, nor fhut thy band, ver. 7.. If the. 


band be /hut, it is a fign tle heart is hardened; for if the clouds 
were full of rain, they would empty themfelves, Eccl. xi. oN 
Bowels of compaficn would produce liberal diftributions, James 
i. 16. Thou fhalt not only ftretch out thy hand to him, to 
reach him fomething, but thou fhalt open thy hand qwicde unto 
him, to lend him fugicent, ver, 8. Sometimes there is as much — 
charity in prudent lending as'in giving, as it obliges the borrow- 
er to indultry and honefty, and may put him into a way of — 
helping himfelf. We are fometimes tempted to think, when an 
object of charity prefents itfelf, we may chufe whether we will 
give any thing or nothing, little or much ; whereas it is here 


pat 


: Chap. RV 


an exprefs precept, ver. 11. J command thee not only to give, 
~ but to open thy hand wide, to give liberally. 

- [3.] Here is a caveat againft that objection which might 
arife againft charitable lending from the foregoing law for the 
releafe of debts, ver.9. Beware that there be not a thought, 
a covetous ill-natured thought, in thy Belial heart; the year of 

 veleafe is at hand, and therefore I will not /end what 1 mutt 
_ then be fure to /o/, left thy poor brother, whom thou refufett 

__ to lend, do complain to God, and it will be afin, a great fin 
to thee.—Note, (1.) The law is fpiritual, and lays a reftraint 
upon the thoughts of the heart. We miltake if we think 
thoughts are free from the divine cognifance and check. (2.) 
That is a wicked heart indeed, that raifeth evil thoughts from 

_ the good law of God, as theirs did, who, becaufe God had o- 


' bhiged them to the charity of forgiving, denied the charity of — 


giving. (3.) We muft carefully watch againft all thefe fecret 
fuggeftions which would divert us from our duty, or difcourage 
us in it.—Thofe that would keep from the a& of fin, mult 
keep out of their minds the very thought of fin. (4.) When 
we have an occafion of charitable lending, if we cannot trult 
the borrower, we mutt truft God, and lead, hoping for nothing 
‘again in this world, but expecting it will be recompenfed in 
the refurrection of the juft, Luke vi. 35.—xiv. 14. (5.) It is 
a dreadful thing to have the cry of the poor again{t us, for God 
has his ear open to that cry, and, in compaflion to them, will 
be fure to reckon with thofe that deal hardly with them. (6.) 
Thatwhich we think is our prudence, often proves fin to us: 
He that refufed to lend, becaufe the year of releafe was at 
hand, thought he did qwi/ely: and that men would praife him, 
as doing well for himfelf, (Pfal. cxix. 18.) but he is here told 
that he did qwiekedly, and God would condemn him as doing 
Hl to his brother; and we are fure that the judgment of God 
is according to truth; and that which he faith is fa to us, will 
certainly be ruin ta us, if it be not repented of, 

4 [4.] Here is a command to give chearfully whatever we 
give in charity, ver. 10. Thine heart fhall not be gricved when 
' thou giveft. —Be not loth to part with thy money on fo good 

an account, nor think it loft: Grudge not a kindnefs to thy 
brother, and diftruft not the providence of God, as if thou 
fhouldeft want that thyfelf which thou giveft in charity; but, 
on the contrary, let it be a pleafure and a fatisfaction of foul ‘to 
thee, to think that thou art honouring God with thy fubftance, 
doing good, making thy brother eafy, and laying up for thyfelf 
a good fecurity for the time to come. What thou doeft do 


freely, for God loves a chearful giver, 2 Cor. ix. 7. f 


*  -[5.] Here is a promife of recompenfe in this life, For this 
_ thing the Lord thy God fhall blefs thee. Covetous people fay, 
Giving undoes us; no, giving chearfully in charity will eorich 
us, it will £// thy barns with plenty, Prov. ii. 10. and the foul 
with true comfort, Ifa. lviiil. 10, 11. 4 

' -°12 & dnd if thy brother an Hebrew man, or 
He an, Hebrew woman, be fold unto thee, and ferve 
| thee fix years; then in the feventh year thou 
| fhalt let him go free from thee. 13 And when 
~ thou fendeft him out free from thee, thou fhalt 
not let him goaway empty: 14 Thou fhalt fur- 


|. nifh him liberally out of thy flock, and out of 
| -thy floor, and out of thy wine-prefs: of that 
wherewith the Lory thy God hath blefled thee, 


thou fhalt give unto him. 15 And thou fhalt 
| xemember that thou wait a bond-man in the 
_ Jand of Egypt, and the Lorp thy God redeem- 
 #@d thee: therefore I-command thee this thing 
ee Vor L 


_ thee) 


_fervants, ver. 18. 
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to-day. 16 And it fhall be if he fay unto thee, 
I will not go away from thee,.(becaute he loveti 
thee and thine houfe, bevaufe he. is well with 
17 Then thou fbalt take an awl, and , 
thruft 7¢ through his ear unte the door, and he - 
fhall be thy fervant forever: and alfo unto thy 
maid-fervant thou fhalt do likewife. It fhall 
not feem hard unto thee, when thou fendeft 
him away free from thee; for he hath been 
worth a double hired fervant zo thee, in ferving 
thee fix years: and the Lorp thy God {hall 
blefs thee in all that thou doett. 


Here is, Firf?, A repetition of the law that had been given 
concerning Hebrew fervants, which either had fold themfelves 
for fervants, or were fold by their parents through extreme 
poverty, or were fold by the court of judgment for fome crime 
committed. The law was, (t.) That they fhould ferve but © 
Jix years, and in the /eventh, {hould go out free, ver. 12. Com- 
pare Exod. xxi. 2. and ifa year of jubile happened before 
he ferved out his time, that would be his difcharge. God’s - 
Ifrael were a free people, and muft not be compelletl to péerpe- - 
tual flavery. Thus are God’s fpiritual Z/rael called unto liberty. 
(2.) That if, when their fix years fervice was expired, they 
had no mind to go out free, but would rather continue in fer- 
vice, as taking /e/s care, though more pains, than their mafters, 
in that cafe they muft lay themfelves under an obligation to 
Jerve for ever, that is, for life, by having their ears bored ta 
the door-poft, ver. 16, £7. Compare Exod. xxi. 6. If here- , 
by a man difgraced himfelf with fome, as of a mean and fervile 
{pirit, that had not a due fenfe of the honour and pleafure of 
liberty, yet we may fuppofe, with others, he got reputation as 
of a quiet contented fpirit, humble, diligent, and loving, and 
not given to change. : : 

Secondly, Here is an.addition:to this law, requiring them to | 
put fome {mall ftock into their fervants hands, to fet up with 
for themfelves, when they fent them out of theirfervice, ver. 13, 
14. It was to be fuppofed they had nothing of their own, 
and that their friends had little or ‘nothing for them, elfe they 
would have been redeemed before they were difcharged by | 
law: They had no wages for their feryice, and all they got 
by their labour was their mafters; fo that their liberty would 
do them little good, having nothing to begin the world upon ; 
therefore they are here commanded ‘to furni/h them liberally 
with corn and cattle: No certain meafure is prefcribed ; that 
is left to the mafter’s generofity, who, probably, would have 
refpect to the fervant’s merit and neceflity ; but the Jewifh 
writers fay, he could not give him lefs than the value of thirty: 
fhekels of filver, but as'‘much more as he pleafed.—The maid- 
fervants, though they were not to have their ears bored if they 
were minded to ftay, yet, if they went out free, they were to 
have a gratuity given them; for to that. thofe words tefer, 
ver. 197. Unto thy maid-fervant thau foalt do likewife. 

The reafons for this are taken from the law of gratitude ; 
They muft do it, ('.) In gratitude,to God, who had not only 
brought them out of Egypt, (ver. 15.) ‘but brought them out 
greatly enriched with the fpoils of the Egyptians. Let ‘not 
them fend their fervants out empry, for they were not fent empty 
out of the houfe of bondage. ‘God’s tender care’ of us, and 
kindnefs ‘to ‘us, -obligeth us to be careful of, and kind to, thofe 
that have a dependence upon us. Thus, we muft render ac- 
cording to the benefit done unto us, (2.) In gratitude to their 
Grudge not to give hm_a little out of 
thine abundance, for he hath been werth a double hired fervant 
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to thee. The days of an hireling, at moft, were but three 
years, Wa. xvi. 14: but he hath ferved thee fix years, and 
without any wages as the Aired fervant hath. Mafters and 
landlords ought to confider what need they have of, and what 
eafe and advantage they have by their fervants and tenants, and 
fhould not only be ju/f, but ind to them. To thefe reafons it 
is added, as before in this chapter, ver. 4, 6, 10. The Lord 
thy God ‘fhall ble/s thee. Then we may expect family bleflings, 
the {prings of family profperity, when we make confcience of 
eur duty to our family relations. 


- 19 F All the firftling males that come of thy 
herd, and of thy flock, thou fhalt fanctify unto 
the Lorn thy God: thou fhalt do no work with 
the firftling of thy bullock, nor fhear the firft- 
ling of thy fheep. . co Thou fhalt eat it before 
the Lorp thy God ‘year by year, in the place 
which the Lorp fhall chufe, thou and thy houfe- 
hold. 21 And if there be any blemifh therein, 
as ifit be lame, or blind, or have any ill ble- 
mith, thou fhalt not facrifice it unto the Lorp 
thy God. 22 Thou fhalt eat it within thy 
gates: the unclean and the clean perfon /ball 
éat it alike, as the roe-buck, and as the _ hart. 
23 Only thou fhalt not eat the blood thereof: 
thou fhalt pour it upon the ground as water, 


Here is, Firf, A repetition of the law concerning the firft-— 


lings of their cattle; that if they were males, they were to be 
fandified to the Lord, ver. 19.3; in remembrance of, and in 
thankfulnefs for, the {paring of the firft-born of Ifrael, when 
the firft-born of the Egyptians, both of ‘man and beaft, were - 
flain by the deftroying angel, Exod. xiii. 1, 15.; on the eighth 
day it was to be given to God, Exod. xxii. 30.; and to be 
divided Between the prieft.and the altar, Numb. xviii. 17, 18. 
Secondly,’ An addition to that law, for the further explica- 
tion of it, directing them what to do with the firftlings, 
~ (1.)) That were females: Thou fhalt do no work with fe- 
male frftlings of the cow, nor /hear thofe of the /heep, ver. 19. 
of them the ‘learned Bifhop Patrick underftands it. Though 
the female firftlings were not fo entirely fanctified to God as 
the males, nor fo early as at eight days old, yet they were not 
to be converted by the owners to their own ufe, as their other 
cattle, but muft be oftered to’ God’ as peace-offerings, or ufed 
ina religious feaft at the years end, ver. 20. Thou /halt eat it 
before the Lord thy God, as directed, chap. xii, 13. ay, 
(2.) But what muft they do with thofe that were blemifhed, 
ill blenifoed? ver. 21. Were it male or female it muft not be 
brought near the fanétuary, nor ufed either for /acrifice or for 
holy feaping; for it would not be fit to-honour God with, nor 
to typify Chrift,; whois a Lamb without blemifoe Yet it- mutt 
not: be reared, but killed:and eaten at their own’ houfes as com- 
mon-food, ver. 22. only' they mutt be fure not to eat it with the 
"blood, ver. 23. -'The frequent ‘repetition of which caution inti- 
mates what need the people had of it, and what ftrefs God laid 
upon it.——What a mercy is it that we are not under this yoke! 
We are not dieted as they were;. we make no difference be- 
tween a firlt calf, or lamb, and the reft that follow. Let us 
therefore anfwer the gofpel-meaning of this law, deyoting our- 
felves, and the firft of sour time and ftrength, to God, as a 
kind of firft-fruits of his creatures ; and ufing all our comforts 
and enjoyments to his praife, and under the direétion of. his. 
law, as we have them all by his gift. 
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ACO Bo Re VES 


In this chapter we have, 1. A repetition of the laws concern- 
ing three yearly feafis; in particular that of the paffover, 
ver. I,—-8. That of pentecof, ver.Q,—12- That of ta- 
bernacles, ver. 13,—15. Aud the general law concern- 
ing. the peoples attndance on them, ver. 16,17. The in- 


fitution of an inferior magifiracy, and general rules of — 


juftice given to thofe that were called into office, Ver. 18; 
—20. IIL. caveat againji groves and images, vet.21, 22 
.Bserve the month of Abib, and keep the 
paffover unto the.Lorp thy God: for in 

the month of Abib the Lorp thy God brought 


thee forth out of Egypt by night. 2 Thou fhalt — 


therefore facrifice the paflover unto the Lorp 
thy God, of the flock and the herd, in the place 
which the Lorn fhall chufe to place his name 
there. 3 Thou fhalt eat no leavened bread 
with it: feven days fhalt thou eat unleavened 
bread therewith, even the bread of affliction ; 
(for thou cametft forth out of the land of Egypt 
in hafte) that thou mayeft remember the day 
when thou cameft forth out of the land of E- 
gypt, all the days of thy life. 4 And there thall 


be-no leavened bread feen with thee in all thy © 


coafts feven days, neither fhall there any thing 
ofthe fleth which thou facrificedft the firit da 


at even remain all night until the morning. 5 


Thou mayeft not facrifice the paflover within 
any of thy gates, which the Lorp thy God gi- 
veth thee. 6 But at the place which the Lorp 
thy God fhall chufe to place his name in, there 
thou {halt facrifice the paflover at even, at the 
going down of the fun, at the feafon that thou 
cameft forth out of Egypt. 7 And thouw halt 


roaft and eat z¢ in the place which the Lorp thy ° 


God fhall chufe: and thou fhalt turn in the 
morning, and go into thy tents, 8 Six days 
thou fhalt eat unleavened bread, and on the fe+ 
venth /Aall be a folemn affembly to the Lorp 


thy God: thou fhalt do no work therein. 9 
- J Seven weeks fhalt thou number unto thee: 


begin to number the feven weeks from /uch time 
as thou beginneft to put the fickle to the corn. 
10 And thou fhalt keep the feaft of weeks unto 
the Lorp thy God with a tribute. of a free-will- 
offering of thine hand, which ‘thou fhalt give 
unto the LORD thy God, according as the Lorn. 
thy God hath bleffed thee. x1 And thou fhalt. 
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rejoice before the Lorp thy God, thou, and thy — 


fon, and thy daughter, and thy man-fervant,. 
and thy maid-fervant, and the Levite that is 
within thy gates, and the ftranger, amd the fa- 
therlefs, and the widow, that are among you, 
in the place which the Lorp thy God hath cho- 
fen.to place his name there, 12. And thou fhalt. 

remember 


Chap. KVE 


remember that thou waft a bond-nian in Egypt: 
and thou fhalt obferve and do thefe ftatutes- 
13 ¢ Thou thalt obferve the feaft of taberna- 
cles feven days, after that thou haft gathered in 
thy corn, and thy wine. 14 And thou fhalt re- 
joice in thy feaft, thou, and thy fon, and thy 
daughter, and thy man-fervant, and thy maid- 
_fervant, and the Levite, the ftranger, and the 
fatherlefs, and the widow, that are within thy 
gates. 15 Seven days {halt thou keep a folemn 
feaft unto the Lorp thy God, in the place which 
the Lorp fhall chufe: becaufe the Lorp thy 
God fhall blefs thee in all thy increafe, and in 
all the works of thine hands, therefore thou fhalt 
furely rejoice. 16 § Three times if a year fhall 
all thy males appear before the Lorp thy God, 
in the place which he fhall chufe: in the feaft 
of unleavened bread, and in the feaft of weeks, 
and in the feaft of tabernacles: and they {hall 
. hot appear before the Lorp empty. 17 Every 
man /ball give as Ke is able, according to the 
blefling of the Lorp thy God which he hath 


given thee. ; 


Much of the communion between God and his people Ifrael 


‘was kept-up, and a face of religion preferved on the nation by 


ie 


18s 


ver by night. 


the three yearly fea(ts, the inftitution of which, and the laws 
concerning them, we have feveral times met with already ; and 
here they are repeated. | 
Firft, The law of the paffover ; fo great a folemnity, that 
it made the whole month in the month of which it was placed 
confiderable, ver. 1. Obferve the month Abib. Though one 
week only of that month was to be kept as a feftival, yet their 
preparations before muft be fofolemn, and their reflections upon 
it and improvements of it afterwards fo ferious, as to amount to 
an obfervation of the whole month. The month of id, or 
of new-fruits (as the Chaldee traflates it) anfwers to our March 
{or part of March, and part of April) and was by a {pecial or- 
der from God, in remembrance of the deliverance of [frael out 
of Egypt, made the beginning of their year, Exod. xii. 2. which 
_ before was reckoned to begin in September. 
_. This month they were to deep the paffover, in temembrance 
of their being brought out of Egypt by night, ver. 1. The 
Chaldee paraphrafts expound*it, Becaufe they came out of Z- 
gypt by day-lght, there being an exprefs order that they fhould 
not ftir out of their doors tii] morning, Exod. xii. 22. One 


By: of them expounds it thus, He brought thee out of Egypt, and 


_ did wonders dy wight; the other, And thou fhalt eat the paffo- 
The laws concerning it are, 


- (4.) That they-mutt be fare to facrifice the paffover in the 


» place that God fhould chufe, ver.2.; 


and in ne other place, 
yer. 5,6, 7. The paflover was itfelf a facrifice, hence Chrift 
‘as our paffover is {aid to be facrificed for us, 1 Cor. v. 3.3 and 
many other facrifices were offered during the feven days of the 
feaft,- Numb. xxvii. 19. &c. which are included here, for they 
are faid to be facrificed of the flock and the herd; whereas the 


| paffover itfelf was only of the flock, either a lamb, or a kid, 


Now, no facrifice was accepted but from the altar that fanéti- 


fied it, it was therefore neceffary they fhould go up to the place 
__ of the altar ; for thongh the pafchal lamb was entirely eaten by 


the-owners, yet it miutft be killed in the court, the blood fprink- 
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led, and the inwards burned upon the altar. By confining: - 


| them to the appointed place, he kept them to the appornted rule, 


which they would have been apt to vary from, and. to introduce 
foolifh inventions of their own, had they been permitted to 
offer thefe facrifices within their own gates, from under the 
infpection of the priefts.— They were allo hereby directed to 
have their eye up unto God in the folemnity, and the defire of 
their hearts towards. the rememberance of his name; being ap- 
pointed to attend there where he had chofen to place his name, 
ver. 2, and 6. But when the folemnity was over, they might 
turn and go into their tents, ver. 7. Some think they might, - 
if they pleafed, return the very morning after the pafchal lamb 
was killed and.eaten, the priefts and Levites being fufficient to 
catry on the reft of the week’s work; but the firft day of the 
feven is fo far from being the day of their difperfion, that it is 
exprefsly appointed for a holy convocation, Lev. xxit. 7. 
Numb Xxvlil, 18.3; therefore we muft take it as Jonathan’s 
paraphtafe expounds it, Jn the morning after the end of the feaft 
thow fhalt go to thy cittes.— And it was the practice to keep to- 
gether the whole week, 1 Chron. xxxv. 17. ; 

(2.). That they mult eat unleavened bread for {even days, 
and no leavened bread mutt be feen in all their coafts, ver, 2, 
4, 8.—The bread they were confined to is here called bread of 
affidion, becavfe neither grateful to the tafte, nor eafy of di- 
geftion, and therefore proper to fignify the heavinefs of their 
fpirits in their bondage, and to keep in rememberance the hafte 
in which they came out, the cafe being fo urgent that they could 
not {tay the leavening of their bread they took with them for 
their march. The Jewifh writers tell us,. that the cuftom at 
the paflover fupper was, That the mafter of the family brake 
their unleavened bread, and gave to every one a piece of it, 
faying, This zs (i. e. this fignifies, reprefents, or commemo- 
rates, which explains that faying of our Saviour, This is my 
body) the bread of afflittion which your fathers did eat in the 
land of Egypt. The gofpel-meaning of this feaft of unleaven- 
ed bread the apoftle gives us, 1 Cor. v. 9. Chrift our paffover 
was facrificed for us, and we having participated of the bleffed 
fruits of that facrifice to our comfort, Jet us keep the feaff ina 
holy converfation, free from the leawen of malice towards our 
brethren, and hypocrify towards God, and with the unleavened 
bread of fimcerity and love. . Laflly, Obferve concerning the 
paflover, for what end it was inftituted, That thou mayef? re- 
member the day when thou cameft forth out of Egypt: Not only 
on the day of the paffover, or during the feven days of 
the feaft, but a// the days of thy life, ver. 3. as a conftant in- 
ducement to obedience. Thus we celebrate the memorial of 
(Chrift’s death at fome times, that we may remember it at all 
times, as a reafon why we fhould Ave to him that died for ut, 
and rofe again. 

Secondly, Seven weeks after the pafiover the feaft of pente- 
coft was to be obferved, concerning which they are here di- 
rected, 

-(1.) From whepce to. number their feven weeks, from the 
time thou beginnsft to put the fickle to the corny-ver. g. i. ¢. from 
the morrow after the firft day of the feaft of unleavened bread; 
for on that day (though it is probable the people did not begin 
their harveft till the feaft was ended) meffengers were fent to 
reap a fheaf of barley, which was: to be offered.to God as the 
firft fruits, Lev. xxii. 10.. Some think it implies a particular 
care providence would take. of their land with refpe@- to the 
weather, that their harvelt {hould be always ripe, and ready for 

_the fickle, jult at the fame time, 

(2.) How they were to keep this feaft: 1.2. They muft 
bring an offering to God, ver. 1c.: Itis here called a tribute of 
a free-will-offering. \t was. required of them as .a-tribute to their 
foyereign Lord and Owner, under whom they:held all: they 
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had ; and yet hecaufe the law did not determine the quantum, 
but it was left to every man’s generofity what he would bring, 
and whatever he brought he mult give it chearfully, it is there- 
fore called a free-will-offering. It was a grateful acknowledge- 
ment of the goodsefs of God to them in the mercies of thefe 
corn harvelts now finifhed, and therefore muft be according as 
God had bliffed them. Where God fows plentifully, he. ex- 
pects to reap accordingly. 2. They mutt rejoice before God, 
‘wer. 11.. Holy joy is the heart and foul of thankful praifes, 
which are as the language and expreffion of holy joy. . They 
- mutt rejoice in their receivings from God, and in their returns 
of fervice and facrifice to him: Our duty mult be our delight 
as well as our enjoyment. They mult have their very /ervants 
to rejoice with them ; for remember (ver. 12.) that thou waft a 
éond-man, and wouldft have been very thankful if thy taflmafters 
would have. giyen.thee fome time and caufe for rejoicing ; and 
thy God did bring thee out to keep a feaft. with gladnefs, 
therefore be pleafant with thy fervants, and make them eafy. 
And it.fhould feem thofe general words, Thou fhalt obferve 
and do thefe flatutes, are added here for a particular reafon, be- 
caufe this feaft was kept in remembrance of the giving of the 
law upon mount Sinai, fifty days after they came out of E- 
gypt- Now the beft way of exprefling our thankfulnefs to God 
for his favour to us in giving us his law, is to ob/erve and do 
according to the precepts of it. ~ 

Thirdly, They mutt keep the feaf of tabernacles, ver. 13, 

14,15. Here is no repetition of thedlaw concerning the fa- 
-erifices that. were to be offered in great abundance at this feaft 
which we had at large, Numb. xxix. 12, &c. becaufe the care 
of thefe belonged to the priefts and Levites, who had not fo 
much need of. a repetition as the people had, and becaufe the 
’ Apiritual part of the fervice, which confifted in holy joy, was 
moft pleafing to God, and was to be the perpetual duty of a 
-gofpel-converfation, which this fea(t is typical of. _Obferve 
what ftrefs is laid upon it here, Thow halt rejoice in thy fea/t, 
yer. 14.3 and becaufe the. Lord fhall blefs thee, thou _fbalt furely 
rejoice, ver. 15, Note, (4.) It is the will of God that his 
_people fhould be a chearful people. If they that were under 
-the law mutt rejoice before God, much more mutt we that are 
under the grace of the gofpel ; which makes it our duty, not 
.only as here, to rejoice in our feafls, but to rejoice evermore : 
‘Lo rejoice in, the Lord always. (2.) When we rejoice in 
God ourfelves, we fhould do what we can to others alfo to re- 
jpice in him, by comforting the mourners, and fupplying the 
neceffitous, that even the firanger, and fatherlefs, and the wi- 
dow, may rejoice with us. See Job xxix. 13. (3.) We mutt 
rejoice in God, not only becaufe of what we have received, 
and are receiving from him daily, but becaufe of what he hath 
romifed, and we. expect to receive yet further from him; be- 
-caufe he Soall blefs. thee, therefore thou fhalt rejoice. Thofe 
.that make God their joy may rejaice in hope, for he is faithful 
that has promifed. — 

Laftly, Vhe laws concerning the three folemn feafts are 
fummed up, ver..16, 17.3 as often before, Exod. xxii. 16, 
+7]-—-Xxxiv. 22. ‘The general commands concerning them are, 
(1.) That all the males mult then make their perfonal appear- 
ance before God, that by their frequent meeting to worfhip 
God at. the fame place, and by the fame rule, ‘they might be 
kept faithful and conftant to that holy religion which: was efta- 

bhfhed among them. (2.) That none: mult appear before God 
empty, but every man muft_bring fome offering, or other, in. to- 
ken of a dependance upon God, and gratitude to. him. “And 
God was not unreafonable in his demands; let every mam but 


fill the rule of charity, 1 Cor, xvi. 2s. “Phey that give to their 
“power shall be accepted; but they that give beyond their 
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power ate counted worthy of double honour, 2 Cor. viii. 3.5 
as the poor widow that gave all /be had, Luke xxil 4... 
18 { Judges and officers fhalt thou. make 
thee in all thy gates which the Lorp thy God 
giveth thee throughout thy tribes: and they 
{hall judge the people with juft judgment. 19 
Thou fhalt not wreft judgment, thou fhalt not 
refpect perfons, neither take a gift: fora gift 


doth blind the eyes of the wife, and pervert the _ 


words of the righteous. 20 That which is al- 
together juft fhalt thou follow, that thou mayeit 
live, and inherit the land which the Lorn thy 
God giveth thee. 21 Y Thou fhalt not plant 
thee a grove of any trees near unto the altar of 
the Lorp thy God, which thou fhalt make 
thee. 22 Neither fhalt thou fet thee up any 
image, which the Lorp thy God hateth. 

Here is, Firft, Care taken for the due adminiftration of juf- 
tice among them, that controverfies might be determined, mat- 
ters in variance adjufted, the injured righted, and the injurious 
punifhed. While they were encamped in the wildernefs they 


had judges and officers according to their numbers, rulers of 
thoufands, and hundreds, Exod. xvii. 25. When they came 


‘to Canaan they muft have them according to their towns and 


cities in all their gates ; for the courts of judgment fat in the 
gates. z : 

Now, (1.) Here is a commiffion given to thefe inferior ma- 
giftrates. Fudges, to try and pafs fentence; and officers, to ex- 
ecute their fentences, foalt thou make thee. However thé per- 
fons were pitched upon, whether by the nomination of the 
fovereign, or by the election of the people, the powers were or- 
dained of God, Rom. xiii. 1.; and it was great mercy to the 
people thus to have jultice brought to their-doors, that it might 
be more expedite, and lefs expenfive ; a blefling we of this na 
tion ought to be very thankful for. Purfuant to this Jaw, be- 


} fides the great /anhedrim that fat in the fanduary, confifting of 


feventy elders anda prefident, there was in the larger cities 


judges ; in the fmaller cities a court of three judges,’ See. this 
law revived by Jehofhaphat, 2 Chron. xix. 5, 8. 

(2.) Here is a command given to thefe magiftrates, to do 
juftice in execution to the truft repofed in them. Better not 
judge at all, than not judge with ju/? judgment; according to- 
the direction of the law, and the evidence of the fa@. ‘The 
judges are here cautioned, not to’ do wrong to any, (ver. 19. } 
nor to take any gifts which would’ tempt them to do wrong,. 
This law had been given before, Exod. xxiit, 8.3;° and they 
are chargcd to do juftice to-all, ver. 20. That which is altoye- 
ther jufl foalt thou follow. Adhere tothe principles of juftice,. 


imitate the patterns of juftice, and purfue with refolution that. 
which appears to be jult. Fujftice, juflice fhalt thow follow. 


| This is that which the magiftrate is to have in-his eye, on this 


he mutt be intent, and to this all perfonal regards mutt be fa-. 
crificed, to do right to. all, and wrong to none. : ' 

Secondly, Care taken for the preventiag of all conformity tom 
the idolatrous cuftoms of the heathen, ver. 21, 22.5 they 
muft not only: not join with the idolaters in their worthips, nor. 


3 ut |. vifit their groves, nor bow before the images which they ‘had fet 
give as he is able, and no more was expected. The fame is. } : 


up,-but,,(1.) They mu not plant a grove, not fomuch asia trey. 


_ near God’s altar, left they fhould make it look like the altars 
of the falfe gods... They made the groves the places of their 


worthips, 


fuch as had in them above 120 families, a court of twenty-three. 


act by the rules of juftice, countenance the demands of juttice; 


- Chap. XVII 


worhhip, either to make it Secrets but that which is true and good 


defires the light rather; or to make it /olemn, but the worlhip 


of the true God has enough in itfelf to make it fo, and needs 
not the advantage of fuch a circumftance. 
‘not fet up any image, ftatue, or pillar, to. the honour of God, 
for it isa thing which the Lord hates ; nothing belies or re- 


(2. They mutt 


proaches him more, nor tends more to corrtpt. and debanch 


the minds of men, than reprefentidg and worfhipping that God _ 


by an ther who is an’ infinite and eternal Spirit. 


Ovite APR: XV LT 


The charge of this chapter 1, 1. Concerning the purity and 


perfection of all thofe animals that were offered in ‘Jacri= 
Jfices, ver. t. Il. Concerning the punifhment of thole that 
worfbipped idols, ver.2,—7. ILI. Concerning appeals 
“from the inferior courts to the great fanhedrim, ver. 8,— 
13. IV. Concerning the choice and 506 af a kings ver. 
14,—20. 


HOU fhalt not factifice unto the Lorp 
thy God any bullock, or fheep, wherein 

is blemifh, or any evil- favourednefs : for that is 
an abomination unto the Lory thy God. 24 


‘If there be found among you within any of thy 


gates which the Loap thy God giveth thee, 
man or woman that. hath wrought wickednefs 
in the fight of the Lorp thy God in tranfgref- 
fing his covenant, 3 And hath gone and fer- 


ved other gods, and worihipped them, either — 


the fun, or moon, or any.of the hoit of heaven, 
which I have not commanded; 4 And it be 
‘told thee, and thou haft heard of it, and inqui- 
red diligently, and behold, it be true, and the 
thing certain, that fuch abomination is wrought 
in Ifrael: 5 Then fhalt. thou bring forth that 


man or that woman (which have committed 


that wicked thing) unto thy gates, even that 
‘man or that woman, and fhalt ftone them with 
fiones, till they die. 6 At the mouth of two 
Pe or three witnefles, fhall he that is 
worthy of death, be put to death; but at the 
mouth of one witnefs he fhall not be put to 
death.. 7 The hands of the witneffes fhall be 
firft upon him to put him to death, and after- 


ward the hands of all:‘the people: fo. thou fhalt . 


put the evil away from among you. 


Here is, Fir/f, A law for preferving the honour of God’s 
worthip by providing that no creature that had any blemifh 
fhould be offered in facrifice to him, ver. 1. This caveat we 
have often met with, Thou Jhalt not facrifice that which hath 


_any blemifh, which renders it unfightly, or any evil matter, or 


thing, as the following word might better be rendered, any 
ficknefs, or weaknefs, though not fo difcernible at firft view ; 


At is an abomination to God. God is the beft of beings, and 
therefore whatfoever he is ferved with ought to. be the ‘belt i in’ 


its kind. And the Old Teftament facrifices in a fpecial man- 


-ner mutt be fo, becaufe they were types of Chrilt, who. is. a 
Lamb without blemifh or fpot, 1 Pet. i. 9.5, perfectly pure from 


all fin, and all appearance of it, In the latter times of the 
ike church, when by the eaapeity in Babylon. they were 
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cured of idolatry, yet they were charged with profanenefs in 


the’breach of this law, that “they” offe bred the bli nid, and the lames. 


andl the fick, for facrifice, Mal. i. S. 

Secondly, ‘A law for the punithiog of thofe thar worfhippe 
falie gods. “It was made a capital crime to f:duce oibels to 
idolatry, chap. xii. here it is made no lefs tobe fedweed.”” TF 


| the blind shids. # iflead the blind, both vrlt’ fall intothe dite?. 


Thus' God would poffefs them with a dread of that fin, which 
they muft conclude exceeding finfil/, when fo many fangninary 
laws were made apain{t it, and would deter thofe from it that 
would not otherwifé be perfuaded againft it 3 aba. yet the lace 
which. works death proved ineffectual. 

See here, (1-) What the crime as ‘again{t Which this law 
was levelled, ferving or war/hipping other pads) vers. 32” “Phat 
which was the moft ancient and’ plaufible idolatry’ is inftanced 
in, sone ne the fun, moon, and flars ; 3 and if char were fo 
dereitable a tl ning, much more was it fo'td' worthip' locks “and 
Jiones, or the reprefentations of mean ‘andicontémptible arinials. 
Of this it is faid, iff, That it is what God! had not commanided. 
He had again and again forbidden it; but’ it is thus exprefled, 
to intimate, that if there had been no more againft it, this had 
been enough ; for in the worllip' of God’ his ‘inftitution and 
appointment Mult be bar Fale abd wirfaht $ and! that! God ne- 
ver commanded his worthippers to ‘debaféthemfelves fo far as 
to do homage to their fellow-ereatures. °’ Had'God command- 
ed them to do it, they might juftly have complained of iteas a 
reproach and difparagement to them ; yet when he has fordid- 
den it, they will, from a fpirit of contradidion, put ths indig- 
nity upon themfelves.  2d/y, Phat it is wickedne/s in the fight 
of God, ver. 2. Be it ever fo induftrionfly concealed; he fees 
it ; and be it ever fo ingenioully palliated, he hates it. It is a 
fin in itfelf exceeding heinous, and the higheft affront-that can 
be done to"Almighty God. 3d, Pet ‘ie itd tranfgrefpon 
of the covenant. It was on ‘this condition that God took them 
to be his peculiar people, that’ they fhould ferve and worfhip 
him only as their Gods fo that if they gave honour to any o- 
ther which was due to him alone, the covenant was’ void, and. 
all the benefit of it forfeited. Other fins’ were “ranfgrellions 
of the command, but this was a tranfgreflion of the covenant. 
Tt was fpivitual adultery, which breaks the’ miriage-bond. 
Athly, That it is abomination in. £frael, ver. Y.. Idolatry was 
bad enough in any, but it was particularly abominable in-Ifrael,, 
a people fo blefled with peculiar difcoveries ‘of the. peas and fa- 
vour of the oaly true and’ living God. 

(2.) How it muft be ied. Upon information given of 
it, or any ground of fafpicion: that any perfon whatfoever, man’ 
or woman, had ferved other gods,’ 1/7; Inquiry’ muft be made, 
ver. 4. Though it’ appear not’ certain’ ‘at‘firlt, tt may after- 
wards upon fearch appear’ fo $ and Gf! it’ can poflibly be difco- 
vered, it muft not be tnpunifhed ; “if not, yet the very e enquiry 
concerning it would poffefs the country with a” dread’ of it.. 
2dly, Evidence mutt be given in, vér.' 6. Flow Keinous “and! 
dangerous foever the crime is, yet they muff not punith any 
for it, unlefs there Were good proof'again{t them, by favo wit- 
neffes at leaft. “They mutt not under pretence of honouring 
God,, wrong an innocent ‘man? “'This’ law, “Which required 
two witneffés in ‘cafe ‘of life, we had before, Numb. xxxv. 30.. 
it is quoted, Matt. xviii. 16. / 

(3-) What fentence’ muft be paffed ‘and executed. So 


_ great a punifhment as death, /o great'a death as ftoning, mut 
be inflicted on the idolater, be it 'man or woman; for the in- 


firmity of the weaker fex would be no“ excufe, ver. 3. The 


: place of execution mult be the gare of the city, that the fhame 


might be the greater to the criminal, and the warninp’the more: 

public to all others. © The Aanils ef the’ dbitneffes in this, aS i 

other cafes; mu be fir/t upon him, that is, they muft aft the 
fir{t 
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firft fone at him, thereby avowing their. teltimony, and’ fo- 
~ Jemnly imprecating the guilt of his blood upon themfelves if 


their evidence were falfe. "This euftom might be of ufe to de- 
ter men from falfe witnefs-bearing. 
and therefore it is required they fhould be adually, the death 
of the malefacor. But they mutt be followed, and the exe- 
cution completed Sy the hands of all the people, who were thus 
to teftify their deteftation of the crime, and to put the evil a- 
way from among them, as before, chap. xiii. 9. . 

8 4] If there arife a matter too hard for thee 
in judgment, between blood and blood, be- 
tween plea and plea, ‘and between ftroke and 
ftroke, being matters of controverfy within thy 
gates: then fhalt thou arife, aud get thee up 
into the place which the Lorp thy God fhall 

-choofe ; g And thou fhalt come unto the 
priefts the Levites, and unto the judge that fhall 
be in thofe days, and inquire; and they fhall 
fhew thee the fentence of judgment. ro And 

‘thou fhalt do according to the fentence which 
they of that place (which the Lorn fhall choofe) 
fhall fhew thee, and thou fhalt obferve: to do. 
according to all that they inform thee: rz Ac- 
cording to the fentence of the law which they 
fhall teach thee, and according to the judge- 
ment which they fhall tell thee, thou fhalt do: 

thou fhalt not decline from the fentence which 
they fhall fhew thee, to the right hand nor to 
the left. 12 And the man that will do pre- 
fumptuoufly, and will not hearken unto the 

_prieft, (that ftandeth to adminifter there before 

“the Lorp thy God) or unto the judge, even 
that man fhall die: and thou fhalt put away 
the evil from Ifrael. 13 And all the people 

-fhall hear, and fear, and do no more prefump- 
tuoudly. 

Courts of judgment were ordered to be ereéted in every 

“city, chap. xvi. 18, and they were impowered to. hear and de- 
termine caufes according to law, both thofe. which we call 
pleas of the crown, and thofe between party and party; and we 
may fuppofe that ordinarily they ended the matters that were 
brought before them, and their fentence was definitive. But, 

[1.] It is here taken for granted, that fometimes a cafe 
might come into their court too difficult for thofe inferior judges 


to determine, who could not be thought to be fo learned in the 
laws as thofe that prefided in the higher courts. So that (to 


{peak in the language of our law) they mut find @ /pecial ver- 


adi, and take time to advife before the giving of the judge- 
ment, ver. 8. Lf there arife a maiter too hard for thee in judge 
meit, which it would be no difhonour to the judges to own 
ihe difficulty of, fuppofe it between b/ood and bloed, the blood of 
the perfon which cried, and the blood of him that was charged 
with the. murder, which was demanded, when it was doubtful 
upon. the evidence whether it was wilful or cafaal; or be- 
tween plea and plea, the plea, that is, the bill or declaration 
of the plaintiff, and the plea of the defendant ; deta een firoke 
and fircke, in aétions of affault and battery. In thefe and the 
like cafes, though the evidence were plain, yet doubts might 
arife about the fenfe and meaning of the law, and the applica- 
-4ion of it to the particular cafe. 


The witnefles are really, © 
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[3.] Thefe difficult cafes, which hitherto had been brougirt 
to Mofes, according to Jethro’s advice, were, after his death, 
tobe brought to the fupreme power, wherever it was lod- 


’ ged, whether in a judge, when there was fuch an extraordinary 


petfon raifed up, and qualified for that great fervice, as Oth~ 
niel, Deborah, Gideon, €'c. or in the high prieft, when he 
was, by the eminency of his gifts, called of God to prefide in 
public affairs, as Eli; or (if no fingular perfon were marked 
by heaven for this honour) then in the pricfls and Levites, 
(or in the priefls that were Levites) that not only attended 
the fanduary, but met in council, to receive appeals from the in- 
ferior courts, who’ might reafonably be fuppofed not only to be 
beft qualified by their learning and experience, but to have the 
beft affi/tance of the divine Spirit to decide doubts, ver. 9, 115 12- 
They are not appointed to confult the Urim and ‘Thummim ; 
for it is fuppofed, that was to be confulted only in cafes rela- 
ting to the public, either the body of the people, or the prince: 
But in ordinary cafes, the wifdom and integrity of thofe that 
fat at the ftern muft be relied on, their judgment concerning 
the meaning of the law muft be acquiefced in, and the fentence 
muft be pafled accordingly. And though their judgment had — 
not the divine authority of an oracle, yet, befides the moral — 
certainty it had, as the judgment of knowing, prudent, and eX- 
perienced men, it had the advantage of a divine promife im- 
plied in thefe words, ver. 9. They fhall foew thee the fer- 
tence of judgment; and the fupport of a divine inftitution, by 
which they were made the fupreme judicature of the nation. 
[3.]. The definitive fentence given by the judge, prieft, or 
great council, muft be obeyed by the parties concerned upon 
pain of death. Thou /halt do according to their fentence, ver. 
10.; thou fhalt od/erve to do it, thou fhalt not decline from it, 
(ver. 11.) to the right hand nor to the left. Note, It is for the 
honour of God, and the welfare of a pecple, that the authority 
of the higher power be fupported, and the due order of govern- 
ment obferved ; that thofe be obeyed who are appointed to rules 
and that every /oul be /ubje@ to them in all thofe things that fall 
within their commiflion, Though the party thought himfelf 
injured by the fentence, (as every man is apt to be partial in his 
own caufe,) yet he mu/? needs be fubjed, mult ftand-to the award, 
how unpleafing foever, and bear, or lofe, or pay, according to 
it, not only for wrath, but alfo for confcience fake. But if an 
inferior judge contradi@ the fentence of the higher court, and ~ 
will not execute the orders of it, or a private perfon refufe to ~ 
conform himfelf to their fentence, the contumacy muift be pu- 
nifhed with death, though the matter were ever fo {mall in 
which the oppofition was made; That man fhall die, and all 
the people foal! hear and. fear, ver. 12,13. See here, (1-) 
The evil of difobedience. Rebellion, and ftubbornne/s, from a 
fpirit of contradiction and oppofition to God, or thofe in au- 
thority under him, from a principle of contempt and felf-willed- 
nefs, are as cwitchcraft and idolatry. To differ in opinion, from | 
weaknefs and infirmity,may be excufed,and muft be born with; 
but to do prefumptuoufly in pride and wickedne/s, (as the an- 
cient tranflations explain it, this is to take up arms again{t the 
government, and is an affront to him by whom the powers that 
be are ordained. (2.) Vhe defign of punifbment; that others may 
hear and fear,and not dd the Jike. Some would be fo incon- 
fiderate, as to infer the -heinoufnefs of the offence from the grie- _ 
voufnefs of the penalty, and therefore would dete? it; and — 
others would fo far ‘confult their own fafety, as to crofs their 
humours by conforming to the fentence, rather than to fin a- 
gainft their own heads, and forfeit their lives by going contrary 
to it. From this law the apoftle infers the /orene/s of the pu- — 
nifoment they will be thought worthy of that trample on the au- 
thority of the Son of God, Heb. x. 28, 29. 


14 § When thou art come into the land 
which 


Chaps XVII. 
which the Lorp thy God giveth thee, and fhalt 


_ poffefs it, and ihalt dwell therein, and fhalt fay, 


1 will fet a king over me, like as all the nations 
that are about me: 15 Thou fhalt in any wife 


_ fet bim king over thee, whom’ the Lorn thy God 


fhall chufe: ove from among thy brethren fhalt 
thou fet king over thee: thou mayeft not fet a 
ftranger over thee, which zs not thy brother. 
16 But he thall not multiply horfes to himfelf, 
nor caufe the people to return to Egypt, to the 
end that he fhould multiply horfes: forafmuch 
as the Lorop hath faid unto you, Ye fhall hence- 
forth return no more that way. 17 Neither 
fhall he multiply wives to himfelf, that his heart 
turn not away: neither fhall he greatly multi- 
ply to himfelf filver and gold. 18 And it fhall 
be when he fitteth upon the throne of his king- 
dom, that he fhall write him a copy of this law 
in a book, out of that which 7s before the priefts 
the Levites. 1g And it fhall be with him, and 


he fhall read therein all the days of his life: 
_ that he may learn to fear the Lorn his God, to 
keep all the words of this law and thefe ftatutes, 


todothem: 20 That his heart be not lifted 
up above his brethren, and that he turn not a- 
fide from the commandment to the right hand 
or to the left: to the end that he may prolong 
his days in his kingdom ; he, and his children, 


‘jn the midit of Ifrael. 


After the laws which concerned fubjeéts, -fitly follow the 
laws which concern kings; for they that rule others, muft them- 
felves remember that they are under command. 

Firft, Here are laws given to the electors of the empire, 
what rules they muft go by in making their choice, ver.14,15. 

[1.] It is here fuppofed, that the people would, in procefs of 


- time, be defirous of a Aing, whofe royal pomp and power would 
-be thought to make their nation /ook great among their neigh- 


bours. Their having a king is neither promifed as a mercy, 
nor commanded as a duty ;:nothing could be better for them 
than the divine regimen they were under, but it is permitted 
them if they defired it: So that care was taken that the ends 
of government were anfwered, and God’s laws duly obferved, 
and put in execution ; they hall not. be. tied to any one form 
of government, but fhall be welcome to have a fing. Though 
fomething irregular: is fuppofed to. be the principle of the defire, 
that they might be like the nations, (whereas God many ways 
diftinguifhed them from the, nations,) yet God would indulge 
them in it, becaufe he intended to:ferve his own purpofés by 
it, in making the regal government typical of the kingdom of 
the Mefliah. | 

[2.] They are direéed in their choice. If they will have a 
hing over them, as God forefaw they would, (though it did not 
appear that ever the motion was made till almoft four hundred 


_years after) then they muft, 1/7, Afle counfel at God’s mouth, 


and, make him king whom God /hall chufe: And happy it was 
for them that they had an oracle to confult in fo weighty an 
affair, and a God to chufe for them, who knows infallibly what 
every-man is, and will be. Kings are: God’s vicegerents, and 


therefore it is fit he fhould haye the chufing of them; God - 
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’ had bimfelf been in a particular manner Zfrac/’s King ; and if 


they fet another over them under him, it was neceffary he fhould 
nominate the perfon. Accordingly when the people defired a 
king, they applied themfelves to Samuel, a prophet of the Lord; 
and afterwards David, Solomon, Jeroboam, Jehu, and others, 
were chofen by prophets ; and the people are reproved for not 
obferving this law, Hof. viii. 4. They have fet up kings, but not 
by me. In all cafes, God’s choice, if we can but know it, 
mult direst, determine, and over-rule ours. 2d/y, They muft 
not chule a foreigner, under pretence of {trengthening their al- 
liances, or of the extraordinary fitnefs of the perfon, left a 
ftrange king fhould introduce {trange’ cuftoms or ufages, con- 
trary to thofe that were eftablifhed by the divine law: but he 
mult be one from among thy brethren, that he may be a type of 
Chrift, who is ove of our bone, Heb. ii. 14. 
Second/y, Laws are here given to the prince that fhould be’ 
elected, for the due adminiftration of the government. 

[1.] He mutt carefully avoid every thing that would divert 
him from God and religion. Riches, honours, and plea/furesy 
are the three great hindrances of godlinefs, (the lu/s of the 
Jflefb, the tufts of the eye, and the pride of life,) efpecially to thofe 
in high ftations: again{t thefe therefore the king is here warn- 
ed. iff, He mutt not gratify the love of honour by multiply- 
ing horfes, ver. 16. He that rode upon a'horfe (a ftately crea- 
ture)-in a country where affes and-mules were generally ufed, 
looked very great: And therefore though he might have hor- 
{es for his own faddle and chariots, yet he muft not fet Jervants 
on horfeback, Eccl. x. 7. nor have many horfes for his officers 
and guards ; when God was ther King, his judges rode on 
affes, judg. v. 10.—-xii, 14. nor muft he multiply horfes for 
war, left he fhould truft'too much to them, Pfal. xx. 7. 
xxxili. 17. Hof. xiv. 3. The reafon here given againft his 
multiplying horfes is, becaufe it would raife a greater correfpon- 
dence with Egypt, (which furnifhed Canaan with horfes, 1 
Kings x. 28, 29.) than it was fit the Ifrael of God fhould 
have, who were brought thence with fuch a high hand. Ye 
Jfoall return no more that way, for fear of being infected with 
the idolatries of Egypt, (Lev. xviii..3.) to which they were 
very prone. Note, We fhould take heed of that commerce or 
conyerfation by which we are in danger.of being drawn into 
fin. If Ifrael muft not return to Egypt, they muft not trade 
with Egypt ; Solomon got no good by it. 2d/y, He muft not 
gratify the love of pleafure by multiplying wives, ver. 17. as 


v 


Solomon did to his undoing, 1 Kings xi..1. that his heart, bes - 


ing fet upon them, turn not away from bufinefs, and every thing 


that is ferious ; and efpecially from the exercife of piety and 


devotion, to which nothing is a greater enemy than the indul- 
gence of the flefh. 2d/y, He mutt not gratify the love of rich- 
es, by greatly multiplying filver and gold. A competent treafury 


»is allowed him, and he 1s not forbidden to be a good hufband 


of it; but, (1.) He muft not greatly multiply money, fo as to 
opprefs his people by raifing it, (as Solomon feems to have 


done, 1 Kings xii. 4.) nor fo as to deceive bimfelf by trufting 


‘to it, and fetting his heart upon it, Pfal. Ixii ro. (2.) He 


muft not multiply it to himfelf. David multiplied fi/ver and 


gold, but it was for the fervice of God, (1 Chron. xxix. 4.) 
not for himfelf, for-his people, nor for his own family. 


[2.] He muft carefully apply himfelf to the law of God, *. 


and make that his rule, 


This muft be to him better than alf 


riches, honours, and pleafures, than many horfes, or many Wives; . 


better than thoufands of gold and filver. 
iff, He muft write himfelfa copy of the: law out-of the o- 


riginal, which was in the cuftody of the priefts that attended * 


the fanétuary, ver. 18. Some think he was to write only this 


. book of Deuteronomy, which is an abftra@ of the law; and 


the precepts of which being moftly moral and judicial, concern- 


ed! 
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ed the king more than the laws in Leviticus and Numbers, 
which the priefts were chiefly bound to acquaint themfelves 
with. Others think, he mu(t tranferibe all the five books of 
Mofes, which are called the daw,and which were preferved to- 
gether as the foundation of their religion. Now, 1. Though 
the king.m'ght .be prefumed to have very fair copies by him 
from his anceftors, yet, befides. thofe, he muft have one of his 
own, It might be prefumed theirs might be worn with con- 
ftant ufe, he mutt have a frefh one to begin the world with. 
2. Though he had fecretaries about him, whom he might em- 
ploy to write this copy, and who! perhaps could write a better 
hand than he, yet he muft do it himfelf, with his own hand, 
for the honour of the Jaw, and that he might think no aét of 
‘religion below him, to enure himfelf to labour and {tudy ; and 


efpecially, that he might thereby be obliged to take particular | 


notice of every part of the law, and by writing it might imprint 
it in his mind. Note, It is of great ufe for each of us to write 
down what we obferve as moft affecting and edifying to us out 
of the fcriptures, and good books, and the fermons we hear. 
A prudent pen may go far towards making up the deficiencies 
of the memory, and the furnifhing of the treafures of the good 
houfholder, with things new and old. 4.He mutt do this even 
when he fits upon the throne of his kingdom, fuppofing he had 
not done it before. When he begins to apply himfelf to du/- 
nefs, he rmauft apply himfelf to this in the firlt place. He that 
fits upon the throne of a kingdom, cannot but have his hands 
full. The affairs of his kingdom, both at home and abroad, 
call for a larger fhare of his time and thoughts; and yet he 
muft write himfelf a copy of the law. Let not them that call 
themfelves men of bujine/s think that will excufe them from ma- 
king religion their bufinefs ; nor let great men think it any. dif- 
paragement to them to write for them/elves thofe great things 
of God’s law which he hath written to them, Hof. viii. 12. 

2dly, Having a Bible by him of his own writing, he mult 
not think it enough to keep it in his cabinet, but he muft read 
therein all the days of his life, ver. 19. It is not enough to have 
Bibles, but we muft w/e them, ufe them daily, as the duty and 
neceflity of every day requires. Our fouls muft have their con- 
fiant meals of that manna, and, if well digefted, it will be true 
nourifhment and ftrength to them. As the body is receiving 
benefit by its food continually, and not only when it is eating ; 
fo doth the foul by the word of God, if it meditate therein day 
and night, Pfal.i. 2. And we muft perfevere in the ufe of 
the written word of God as long as we five. Chrift’s {cholars 
never learn above their Bibles, but will have conftant occafion 
for them till they come to that world where knowledge and 
Jove will both be made perfed. 

3dly, His writing and reading were all nothing, if he did 
not reduce to praéice what he wrote and read, ver. 19, 20. 
The word of God is not defigned merely to be an entertaining 
fabje&t of fpeculation, but to be a commanding rule of conver- 
fation. Let hira know, 

1. What dominion his religion muft have over him, and what 
influence it mult have upon him. (1.) It muft poffefs him 
with a very reverent and awful regard to the Divine Majefty 
and authority. He muft arn (and thus the moft /earned mult 
be ever /earning, (to fear the Lord his God; and, as high as 
he is, muft remember that God is above him, and whatever 
fear his fubjeéts owe to him, that and much more he ewes to 
God as his King. (2.) It muft engage him to a conftant ob- 
fervance of the law of God, and a confcientious obedience to 
it, as the produét of that fear. He mutt eep all the words of 
this law, (he is cuffos utriufque tabule;) not only to take care 
that others do them, but to do them himfelf, as an humble fer- 
vant to the God of heaven, and a good example to his infe- 
mors. (3.) It muft eep him humble. How much foever he 
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is advanced, let him keep his fpirit low; and let the fear of 
his God prevent the contempt of his brethren 3 and Jet not his. 
heart be sifted up above them, {o as to carry himfelf haughtily 
or difdaintully towards them, and to trample vpon them: Let 
him not conceit himfelf better than they, becaufe he is bigger, 
and makes a fairer fhew, but let him remember that he is the 
minifier of God to them for good. ( Major fingulis, but minor 
univerfis.) It mutt prevent his errors either on the right hand 
or on the left, (for there are errors on both hands,) and keep. 
him right in all inftances to his God, and to his duty. 

2. What advantage his religion would be of to him. They 
that fear God and keep his commandments, will certainly fare 
the better for it in this world. The greateft monarch in the 
world may receive more benefit by religion than by all the 
wealth and power of his monarchy. It will be of advantage, 
(1.) To his perfon: He /ha/l prolong his days in his kingdom. 
We find in the {tory of the kings of Judah, that generally the 
beft reigns were the longeft, except when God fhortened them - 
for the punifhment of the people, as Jofiah’s. (2.) To his fa- 
mily: His children fhall alfo profper. Entail religion upom 
pofterity, and God will entail a blefling upon it. : 


CHAP. XVIIL 
In this chapter, 1. The right and revenues of the church are . 
fettled, and rules given concerning the Levites minifiration | 
and mainténance, ver, 1;—8. IL The caution againf the 
idvlatrous abominable cuftoms of the heathen ts repeated, 
ver. 9,—14. ILI. A promife ts given them of the /pirit 
of prophecy to continue among them, and to centre at lajt 
in Chrift, the great Prophet, ver. 15,—18. Wrath threa- 
tened againf those that defpife prophefy, ver. 19. or coun- 
ter fect it, ver. 20.3 and a rule given for the trial of tt, 
ver. 21,22. 


HE priefts the Levites, and all the tribe of 
Levi, fhall have no part nor inheritance © 
with Ifrael: they fhall eat the offerings of the 
Lor» made. by fire, and his inheritance. 2 
Therefore fhall they have no inheritance among 
their brethren: the Lorp zs their. inheritance, 
as he hath faid unto them. 3 F And this fhall 
be the priefts due from the people, from them 
that offer a facrifice, whither zt"be ox or fheep ; 
and they fhall give unto the prieft the fhoulder, 
and the two cheeks, and the maw. 4 The firft- 
fruit a//o of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thy. 
oil, and the firft of the fleece of thy fheep fhait 
thou give him. 5 For the Lorp thy God hath. 
chofen him out of all thy tribes, to ftand to mi- 
nifter in the name of the Lorp, him and his 
fons for ever. 6 € And if a Levite come from 
any of thy gates out of all Ifrael, where he fo- 
Journed, and come. with all the defire of his 
mind unto the place which the Lorn fhall chufe; _ 
7 Then he fhall minifter in the name of the 
Lorv his God, as all his brethren the Levites 
do, which ttand there before the Lorp. 8 They 
fhall have like portions to eat, befide that which 
cometh of the fale of his patrimony. = 


. ¥ : 
Magiftracy and miniflry are two divine inflitutions of admi- 
rable 


Chap. XVIII. 


rable ufe for the fupport and advancemertt of the kingdom of 
God among men. Laws concerning the former we had in the 
clofe of the foregoing chapter, directions are in this given con- 
cerning the latter. Land-marks are here fet between the e- 
{tates of priefts and people. 

Firf, Care is taken that the priefts entangle not themfelves 
with the affairs of this life, nor enrich themfelves with the 
wealth of this world; they have better things to mind. They 


. feall have no part nor inheritance with Ifrael; 1. e. no fhare 


e 


either in the fpoils taken in war, or in the land that was to be 
divided by lot, ver. 1. Their warfare and hufbandry are both 
fpiritual, and enough to fill their hands both with work and 
profit, and to content them. ~The Lord is their inheritance, 
ver. £.. Note, Thofe that have God for their inheritance, ac- 
cording to the new covenant, fhould not be greedy of great 
things in the world; neither grip what they have, nor gra/p 
at more, but look upon all prefent things with the indifferency 
which becomes thofe who believe God to be a//-fufficient. 

Secondly, Care is likewife taken that they want not of the 
comforts and conveniencies of this life. ‘Though God, who is 
a Spirit, is their inheritance, it doth not theretore follow, that 
they mult Ave upon the air. No: 

(1.) The people muft provide for them. They muft have 


their due from the people, ver. 3. Their maintenance muft not 


depend on the generofity of the people, but they mutt be by 
law entitled to it. He that is taught in the word, ought, in 
jultice, to communicate to him that teacheth him; and he that 
has the benefit of folemn religious affemblies, to contribute to 
the comfortable fupport of thofe that prefide in fuch aflemblies. 
1. The priefts that, in their courfes, /erve at the altar, had their 
fhare of the facrifices, viz. the peace-offerings that were brought 
while they were in waiting, befides the drea/t and /houlder, 
which were appointed them before, Lev. vii. 32,—34. The 


‘cheeks and maw are here ordered to be given them: So far 


was the law from diminifhing what was already granted, that 
it gave them an augmentation. 2. The firft-fruits which arofe 
within fuch a precin@& were brought in, as it fhould feem, to 
the priefts that refided among them, for their maintenance in 
the country; the ff of their corn and wine for food, and the 
firlt of their fleece tor clothing, ver. 4.; for the priefts, who 
were emiployed to teach others, ought, themfelves, to learn, ha- 
ving food and raiment, to be therewith content.—The firlt-fruits 
were devoted to God, and he conftituted the priefts his recei- 
vers; and if God reckons what is in general given to the poor 
jent to him, to be repaid with intereft, much more what ts in 
particular given to poor minifters. ‘There is a good reafon gi- 
ven for this conftant charge upon their eftates, ver. 5. becaufe 


the Levites were chofen of God, and his choice muft be owned ° 


and countenanced, and thofe honoured by us whom he ho- 
nours; and decaufe they flood to minifter, and ought to be recom- 
penfed for their attendance and labour, efpecially fince it was 
an. the name of the Lord, by his warrant, in his fervice, and for 
his praife, and this charge enfaé/ed upon his feed for ever: Thofe 
who were thus engaged, and thus employed, ought to have all 


- due encouragement given them, as fome of the moft needful 


ufeful members of their commonwealth. 
(2.) The priefts muft not themfelves {tand in one another’s 
light. If a prieft that, by the law, was obliged to ferve at the 


altar only in Ais tura, and was paid for that, fhould, out of his 


great affection to the fanctuary, devote himfelf to a conftant at- 


_ tendance there, and’ quit the eafe and pleafure of the city in 


_ -which he had his lot, for the fatisfaction of ferving at the altar, 
the priefts, whofe turn it was to attend, maft admit him both 
-to join in the work, and to fhare in the wages, and not grudge 


him cither the honour of the one, or the profit of the other, 
though it might feem to break in upon them, yer. 6, 7, 8. 
“Vou. L 
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| and fhould be fo fo them. 
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Note, A hearty, pious zea! to ferve God and his church, though 
it may.a little incroach upon a fettled order, and there may be 
fomewhat in it that looks irregular, yet ought to be grastfied, 
and not di/couraged. We that appears to have a hearty affec- 
tion to the fanctuary, and loves dearly to be employed in the 
fervice of it, in God’s name let him minifler ; he fhall be as wel- 
come to God as the Levites, whofe cour/e it was to minifter, 
The fettling of the courfes was in- 
tended rather to fecure thofe to the work that were not willing 
to do fo much, than to exclude any that were willing to do-more. 
—Avnd he that thus ferves as a volunteer, fhall have as good 
pay as the prefled men, defides that which comes of the fale of 
his patrimony. "The.church of Rome obliges thofe who leave 
their eftates to go into a monaftery, to bring the profits of their 
eftate with them into the common {tock of the monaftery; for 
gain is their godlinefs: But here it is ordered, that the.pious 
devoto {hould referve to himfelf the produce of his patrimony ¢ 
For religion and the miniftry were never appointed of God, 
however they have been abufed by men, to ferve a feciar in- 
tereft. 


9 {| When thou art come into the land which 


the Lorp thy God giveth thee, thou fhalt not 


learn to do after the abominations of thofe na- 
tions. 10 There fhall not be found among you 
any one that maketh his fon or his daughter to: 
pafs through the fire, or that ufeth divination, 
or an obferver of times, or an enchanter, ora 
witch, rr Or a charmer, or a confulter with fa- 
miliar {fpirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 
12 For all that do thefe things are an abomina- 
tion unto the Lorn: and becaufe of thefe abo-~ 
minations, the Lorp thy God doth drive them 
out from before thee. ‘13 Thou fhalt be per- 
fect with the Lorp thy God. 14 For thefe na- 
tions which thou fhalt poffefs, hearkened unto 
obfervers of times, and -unto diviners : but as 
for thee, the Lorp thy God hath not fuffered _ 
thee fo to do. 


One would not think there had been fo much need, as it 
feems there was, to arm the people of Ifrael againft the infec. 
tion of the idolatrous cuftoms of the Canaanites. Was it pof- 
fibie, that a people, fo bleffed with divine inftitutions, fhould 
ever admit the brutifh and barbarous inventions of men and de- 
vils? were they in any danger of making thofe their tutors and. 
directors in religion, whom God had made their captives and 
tributaries? It feems there was; and therefore, after many the 
like cautions, they are here charged not to do after the abomi- 
nations of thofe nations, ver. 9. i 

Firft, Some particulars are inftanced in: As, (r.) The 
confecrating of their children to Molech, an idol that reprefent- 
ed the fun, by making them to pa/s through the fire, and fome- 
times confuming them as facrifices in the fire, ver. 10. See 
the law againft this before, Lev. xviii. 21. (2.) Uling arts of 
divination, to get the unneceflary knowledge of things to come, 
enchantments, witchcrafts, charms, &c. by which that power and. 
knowledge which is peculiar to God, was attributed to the de- 
vil, to the great reproach both of God’s counfels and of his’ 
providence, ver. 10, 11. One would wonder fuch arts and. 
works of darknefs, fo fenfelefs and abfurd, fo impious: and pro- 
fane, could be found in a country where divine revelation fhone 
fo clear ; yet we find remains of them even there where Chrift’s 
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holy religion is known and profefled: Such are the powers and 
policies of the rulers of the darknefs of this world, But let 
thofe that give good heed to fortune-tellers, or go to wizards 
for the difcovery of things fecret, that ufe fpells for the cure of 
difeafes, are in any league or acquaintance with familiar {pirits, 
or fay a confederacy with thofe that are ;. let them know, that 
they can have no fellowship with God, while thus they have 
fellowship with devils. It is amazing to think there fhould be 
any pretenders of this kind in fuch a land, and day of light, as 
we live in! 

Secondly, Some reafons are given againtt their conformity to 
the cuftoms of the Gentiles.—(1.) Becaufe it fhould make 
them abominable to God. ‘The things themfelves being hateful 
to him, thofe that do them are -an abomination ; and miferable 
is that creature that.is become odious to its Creator, ver. 12. 

- See the malignity and mifchievoufnefs of fin. That mult needs 
be an evil thing indeed, which provokes the God of mercy to 
detef? the work of his own hands. (2.) Becaufe thefe abomi- 
nable praétices had been the ruin of the Canaanites, which ruin 
they were not only the witneffes, but the ipftruments, of. It 
would be the moft inexcufable folly, as well as the moft un- 
pardonable impiety, for them, to practife themfelves thofe very 
things for which they had been employed fo feverely to chaftife 
others. Did the land pew out the abominations of the Ca- 
naanites, and fhall Ifrael lick up the. vomit? (3.) Becaufe they 
were better taught, ver. 13, 14. It is an argument like that 
of the apoftles againft Chriftians walking as the Gentiles walk- 
ed, Eph. iv.17, 18. Ye have not fo learued Chrift.—lt is true, 
thefe nations whom God gave up to their own hearts [ufts, and 
Suffered to walk in their own ways, Aes xiv. 16. did thus cor- 
rupt themfelves, but thou art not thus abandoned by the grace 
of God; the Lord thy God has not fuffered thee to do fo; thou 
art inftruéted in divine things, and haft fair warning given thee 
of the evil of thofe practices ; and therefore, whatever others 
do, it is expected that thou fhould{t be perfec? with the Lord 

' thy God, i. ¢. that thou fhouldit give divine honours to him, to 
him only, and to no other, and not mix any of the fuperftiti- 
ous cuftoms of the heathen with his inftitutions. One of the 
Chaldee paraphrafts here takes notice of God’s furnifhing them 
with the oracle of Urim and Thummim, as a prefervative from 
all unlawful arts of divination. They were fools who would 
go to confult the father of lies, when they had fuch a ready 
way of confulting the God of truth. 


15 {| The Lorn thy God will raife up unto 
thee, a Prophet from the midft of thee, of thy 
brethren, like unto me; unto him ye fhall hear- 
ken. 16 According to all that thou defiredft 
of the Lorp thy God in Horeb, in the day of 
the affembly, faying, Let me not hear again the 
voice of the Lorp my God; neither let me fee 


this great fire any more, that I die not. 17 And> 
the Lorn faid unto me, They have well /poken | 


.that which they have fpoken. 18 I will raife 
them up a Prophet from among their brethren, 
like unto thee, and will put my words in his 
mouth, and he fhall {peak unto them all that I 
-fhall command him. 19 And it fhall come to 
pals, that whofoever will not hearken unto my 
words which he {hall fpeak in my name, I will 
“require it of him. 20 But the prophet which 
fhall prefume to fpeak a word in my name, 
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_would put bis words in bis mouth, ver. 18. 
God had to fend.to the children of men he would fend them: 
bys 


y : 


which I have not commanded him to fpeak, or | 


that fhall fpeak in the name of other gods, even 
that prophet fhall die. 21 And if thou fay in 
thine heart, How fhall we know the word which 
the Lorp hath not fpoken?, 22 Whena prophet 
fpeaketh in the name of the Lorp, if the thing 
follow not, nor come to pafs, that zs the thing 
which the Lorp hath not fpoken, but the pro- 
phet hath fpoken it prefumptuoufly: thou fhalt 
not be afraid of him. 


Here is, Fir, The promife of the great Prophet, with a 
command to receive him, and hearken to him. Now, ‘4 

1. Some think it is the promife of a fuccefion of prophets, 
that fhould for many ages be kept up in Iracl. Befides the. 
priefts and Levites, their ordinary ninifters, whofe office it 
was to teach Jacob Goa’s law, they fhould have prophets, ex- 
traordinary minifters, to reprove them for their faults, and mind 


them of their duty, and to foretel things to come, judgments _ 
for warning, and dcliverances for their comfort. Haying thefe - 


prophets, (1.) They need not ufe divinations, nor confult with 
familiar fpirits, for they might inquire of God’s prophets even 
concerning their private affairs; as Saul did when he was in 
queft of his father’s affes,.1 Sam. ix. 6. (2.) They could 


not mifs the way of their duty through ignorance or muiftake, ' 


nor differ in their opinions about it, having prophets among 
them, whom in every difficult, doubtful cafe, they might ad- 
vife with, and appeal to. .Thefe prophets were like unto Mo- 
fes, in fome refpeéts, though far inferior to him, Deut. 
XXXIV. TO. 


2. Whether a fucceffion of prophets be included in this pro- ~ 


mife or no, we are fure.it is primarily intended as a_promife 
of Chrift, and it is the cleareft promife of him that is in all 
the law of Mofes. 
as the Mefliah promifed, Adts ii. 22. and vii. 37. and the 
people had an eye. to this promife, when they faid concerning 
him, This is of a truth that Prophet that foould come into the 
world, John vi. 14. and it was his Spirit that fpake in all the 
other prophets, 1 Pet. i. 11. Obferve, ‘ 
[1.] What it is that is here promifed concerning Chrifts 
what God promifed Mofes at mount Sinai, which he relates, 
ver. 18. he promifeth the people, ver..15.in God’s name: 
1ff, That there fhould come a prophet, great above all the. 
prophets, dy ewhom God would make known himfelf, and his 
will, to the children of men, more fully and clearly than ever 


- he had done before. He is the light of the world, as prophe- 
He is the word 


cy was of the Jewifh church, John viii. 12. 
by whom God fpeaks to us, John i. 1. Heb. i. 1. 
That God would raife him up from the midft of them. 

‘birth he fhould be one of that nation, fhould live among them, 


2dly, 


and be fent to them; in his refurreétion he fhould be raifed up 


at Jerufalem, and from thence, his doctrine fhould go forth te 
all the world. Thus God haying raifed up his Son Chrift Fe-. 
Jus, fent him to bles us. 3dly, That he fhould be Like unto 
Be i only as much above him as other prophets came fhort 
of him. 
rael, and ‘their deliverer out of Egypt, and fo was Chrilt; he 
not only teaches, but rules and faves. Mofes was the founder 
ofa new difpenfation, by figns,, and wonders, and mighty 
deeds ; and fo was Chrift; by which he proved himfelf .a 
teacher come from God. Was Mofes faithful? fo was Chrifts 
Mofes as a fervant, but Chrift as a fon.  4thly, That God 


It is exprefsly applied to our Lord Jefus — 


In his. 


Mofes was fuch a prophet as was a lawgiver to It. 


What meffages. 


Chap. KVM. 


Chap, XVIIL. 


by him, and give him full inflru@ions what to fay and do as a 
prophet: Hence our Saviour faith, John vii. 16. My dodrine 
2s not mine, originally, but his that fent me. So that this great 
promife is performed ; this Prophet is come, even Jefus ; it is 
he that /hould come, and we are to look for no other. 

~ [2.} The agreeablenefs of this defigned difpenfation with 
the peoples avowed choice and ‘defire at mount Sinai, ver. 16, 
17. There God had fpoken to them in thunder: and light- 
ning, out of the midft of the fire and thick darkne/s; every word 
made their eats tingle, and their hearts tremble, and the whole 
congregation ready to die with fear. In ‘this fright they beg- 
ged hard that God would not {peak to them in this manner 
any more, they could not bear it, it would drive them 
out of their wits; but that -he would fpeak to them by men 
like themfelves, by Mofes now, and afterwards by other pro- 
phets like unto him. Well, faith God, it thall be fo; they 
{hall be fpoken to by men. whofe verrors /hall not make them a- 


Sraid: And to crown the favour beyond what. they were able ’ 


to afk or think, in the fulnefs of time the Word it/elf fhould be 
made flefh, and they fhould’{ee his glory as of the Only begotten 
of the Father; not as at mount Sinai, full of majefty and ter- 
ror, but full of grace and truth, John i. 4. Thus, in anfwer 
to the requeft of thofe who were {truck with amazement by 
the Jaw, God promifed the incarnation of his Son, though we 
may fuppofe it far from the thoughts of them that made that 
requeft. 3 

[3.] A charge and command given to all people to hear 
and believe, hear and obey this great Prophet here promifed, 
Unto him ye foall hearken, ver. 1§.; and whoever will not 
hearken to him, fhall be furely and feverely reckoned with for 
this contempt, ver. tg. Z will require it of him. God. him- 
felf applies this to our Lord Jefus in the voice that came out of 
the excellent glory, Mat. xvii. 5, Hear yé him, i. e. This is he 
concerning whom it was faid by Mofes of old, unto him ye fhall 
hearken; and Mofes and Elias then ftood by and affented to it. 
The fentence here paffed on thofe that hearken not to this 
Prophet, is repeated and ratified in the New Teftament, He 
that believeth not the Son, the wrath of God abideth on him, 
John iti. 36. And, How fhall we efcape, if we turn away 
from him that fpeaketh from heaven ? Heb. xi. 25. ‘The Chal- 
dee paraphrafe here reads it. My Word /hall require it of him: 
Which can be no other than a divine perfon, Chrift the eternal 
Word, to whom the Father has committed all judgment, and by 
whom he will, at the laft day, judge the world. Whoever 
turns a deaf ear to Jefus Chrift, it is at their peril; the fame 
that is the Prophet, is to be their Fudge, John xii. 45. 
~ Secondly, Here'is a caution again{t falfe prophets. 

“(1.) By way of threatening again({t the pretenders themfelves, 
ver. 20. Whoever fets up for a prophet, and produceth either 
a commiffion from a falfe god; as the prophets of Baal, or a 
falfe and counterfeit commiffion from the true God, it fhall be 
deemed and adjudged no lefs than high treafon againft the 
crown and dignity of the King of kings, and that traitor fhall 
be put to death, (ver. 20.) wiz. by the judgment of the great 
fanhedrim, which, in procefs of time, fat at Jerufalem: And 
therefore our Saviour faith, that a prophet could not perifh but 
at Ferufalem, and \ays the blood of the prophets at Jerufalem’s 
door, Luke xiii. 33, 34. whom therefore God himfelf would 
punifh, yet there falfe prophets were fupported. 

(2.) By way of direétion to the people, that they might not 
be impofed upon by pretenders, of which there were many, as 
appears, fer. xxi. 35. Ezek. xiii. 6. 1 Kings xxii. 6. It is 
a@ very proper queftion which they are fuppofed to afk, ver. 21, 
fince it is {o great a duty to hearken to the true prophets, and 
yet fo great a danger of being mifled by falfe prophets, How 

Soall we know the’ word “which the Lord hath not fpoken? 
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- Mofes had been a falfe prophet. 
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By what marks may we difcover a cheat? Note, It high-_ 
ly concerns us to have a right touch{tone wherewith to try 
the word we hear, that we may know what that word is which 
the Lord has not fpoken. Whatever is direétly repugnant to 
fenfe, to the light and law of nature, and to the plain fenfe of 
the written word, we may be fure is not that which the Lord 
hath fpoken, nor that which gives countenance and encourage- 
ment to fin, or has a manifeft tendency to the deftruction of 
piety or charity. Far be it from God that he fhould contra- 
ha himfelf. ‘The rule here given in anfwer to this inquiry, 
was adapted chiefly to that ftate, ver. 22. If there was any 
caufe to fufpect the fincerity of a prophet, let them obferve if 
he gave them any fign, or foretold fomething to come, and the 
event was not according to his prediction, they might be fure 
he was not fent of God. This doth not refer fo much to the 
foretelling of mercies and judgments, though, as to thofe and 
the difference between the predictions of mercies and judge- 
ments, there is a rule of difcerning between truth and falfehood. 
laid down by the prophet, Jer. xxviii. 8, 9. but rather to the 
giving of figns, on purpofe to confirm their miffon. Thodgh 
the fign did come to pafs, yet that would not ferve to prove 


_ their miffion, if they called them to ferve other gods: That 
point had already been fettled, Deut. xiii. 1, 2, 3. 


But if 
the fign did not come to pa/s, that would ferve to di/prove the 
miffion. When Mofes caft his rod upon the ground, (it is 


_ Bifhop Patrick’s explication of this) and faid it fhould become 


a ferpent, if it had not accordingly been turned into a ferpent, 

If when Elijah called for 

fire from heaven to confume the facrifice, none had come, he 

had been no better than the prophets of Baal. Samuel’s: mif- 
fion was proved by this, that God Jet none of his words fall to 
the ground, t Sam, iii. 19, 20. And by the miracles Chrift 
wrought, efpecially by that great fign he gave of his refurrec- 
tion the third day, which came to pafs as he foretold, it ap- 
peared that he was a teacher come from God. Lafl/y, They 
are bid not to be afraid of a falfe prophet, 7. e. not to be af- 
raid of the judgments fuch a one might denounce to amufe 
people, and ftrike a terror upon them; nor to be afraid of ex- 
ecuting the law upon him, when, upon a ftri& and impartial 
fcrutiny, it appeared that he was a fale prophet. ‘This com- 
mand, not to fear a falfe prophet, implies, that a true prophet, 
who proved his commiffion by ¢lear and undeniable proofs, was 
to be feared; and it was at their peril if they offered him any 
violence, or put any flight upon him. ‘ 

CHAP. XIX. 

The laws which Mofes had been hitherto repeating and ur- 
ging, moftly concerned the aéts of religion and devotion to- 
wards God, but here be comes more fully to prefs the du- 
ties of righteoufnefs between man and man. This chapter 
relates, (.) To the fixth commandment, Thou fhalt not 
kill, ver. 1,—13. (2.) To the eighth commandment, Thou 
fhalt not fteal, ver. 14. (3.) To the mnth commandment, 
Thou fhalt not bear falfe.witnefs, ver. 2 5,—21. 


Ww rs the Lorp thy God hath cut off the 
nations, whofe land the Lorp thy God 
giveth thee, and thou fucceedeft them, and 
dwelleft in their cities, and in their houfes; 2 
Thou fhalt feparate three cities for thee in the 
midft of thy land which the Lorp thy God gi- 
veth thee to poffefs it. 3 Thou fhalt prepare 
thee a way, and divide the coafts of thy land 
(which the Lorn thy Ged giveth thee to inhe- 
4L2 ee rit) 
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rit) into three parts, that every flayer may flee 
thither. 4 Y And this is the cafe of the flay- 
er, which {hall flee thither, that he may live: 
Whofo killeth his neighbour ignorantly, whom 
he hated not m time paft, 5 As when a man 
goeth into the wood with his neighbour to hew 
wood, and his hand fetcheth a ftroke with the 
ax to cut down the tree, and the head flippeth 
from the helve, and lighteth upon his neighbour, 
that he die; he fhall flee unto one of thofe ci- 
ties, and live: 6 Left the avenger of the blood 
purfue the flayer, while his heart is hot, and o- 
vertake him, becaufe the way is long, and flay 
him, whereas he was not worthy of death, in 
as much as he hated him not in time paft. 7 
Wherefore I command thee, faying, Thou fhalt 
feparate three cities for thee. 8 And if the 
Lorn thy God’ enlarge thy coaft, (as he hath 
{worn unto thy fathers) and give thee all the 
land which he promifed to give unto thy fa- 
thers; 9 (If thou fhalt keep all thefe com- 
mandments to‘do them, which, I command 
thee this day, to love the Lorp thy God, and 
to walk ever in his ways;) then fhalt thou add 
three cities more for thee, befide thefe three: 
10 That innocent blood be not’ fhed in thy 
land which the Lorp thy God giveth thee for 
an inheritance, and /o blood be upon thee. 11 
q But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie 
in wait for him, and rife up againft him, and 
fmite him mortally that he die, and fleeth into 
one of thefe cities: 12 Then the elders of his 
city fhall fend and fetch him thence, and deli- 
ver him into the hand of the avenger of blood, 
that he may die. 13 Thine eye fhall not pity 
him, but thou fhalt put away the guilt of mno- 
cent blood from Ifrael, that it may go well with 
thee. | 

It was.one of the precepts given to the fons of Noah, that 
awhofo. fheddeth man’s blood, by man fhall his blood be fhed, that 
is by the avanger of blood, Gen. ix. 6. . Now here we have 
their law fettled  betqueen blood and blood, between the blood 
of the murdered and the blood of the murderer, and the effectual 
provifion made. 

Firft, Vhat the cities of refuge thould be a protection to him 
that {lew another cafually, fo that he fhould not die for that 
as a crime which was not his voluntary a, but only his un- 
happinefs. ‘The appointment of thefe cities of refuge ‘we had 
before, Exod. xxi. 13. and the law laid down concerning 
them at large, Numb. xxxv. 10. Sc. It is here repeated, 
and diredclions given concerning three things. 

[1.} ‘Phe appointing of three cities in Canaan for this 
purpofe. - Mofes had already appointed three on that fide Jor- 
dan, which he faw the conqueft of, and-now he bids them, 
when they were fettledin the other part of the. country, to ap- 
point three more, ver. 1,2, 3,7: ‘Fhe country was to be 
divided into three diftriéts, as near as might be, equal, and a 
city of refuge in the centre of each, fo that every corner of the 
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land might have one within reach. Thus Chrift is not a re- 
fuge at a diftance, which we mult a/cend to heaven, or go down 

to the deep for, but the word és nigh us, and Chyilt'in the 

word, Rom. x. 8. The gofpel brings falvation to our door, 

and there it knocks for admifion. And to make the flight of 
the delinquent the more eafy, the way mult be prepared that 
led to the city of refuge. Probably they had caufe-ways or - 
{treet-ways leading to thofe cities; and the Jews fay, that the. 

magi(trates of Ifrael, upon one. certain day in the year, fent. 
out meflengers to fee that thofe roads were in good repair 5 
and they were to remove ftumbling-blocks, and mend bridges 

that were broken, and where two ways met, they were to fet 

up a merourial-poft, with a finger to point the nght way, on 

which was engraven in great letters, Miklat, Miklat, Refuges. 
Refuge. In allufion to this, gofpel minifters are to fhew the | 
people the way to Chrift, and to aflift and dire them in fly- 

ing, by faith, to. him for refuge. They muft be ready to re- 

move their prejudices, and help them over their difficulties. 

And, bleffed' be God, the way of holine/s, to all that feek it 

faithfully, isa high-eway fo plain, that the way-faring mens 

though fools, fhall not err therein. 

[2.] The nfeto be made of thefe cities, ver. 4, 5,6. (1-) Itis 
fuppofed it might fo happen that a man might be the death of his 
neighbour without any defign upon him, either from a fudden 
pailion, or a malice prepenfe, but purely by accident, as by the 

Jing off of an ax-head, which is the-inftance here given, with 

which every cafe of this kind was to be compared, and by it 

adjudged. See how human life lies expofed daily, and what 
deaths we are oft in, and what need we have therefore to be 

always ready, our fouls being continually in our hands. How: 
are the fons of men /nared in an evil time, when it falls fudden« 
ly upon them! (Ecclef. ix. 12.); an evil time indeed, it is 

when this happens, not only to the lain, but to the /layer. 

(2.) It is fuppofed, that the relations of the perfon flain would 

be forward to avenge the blood, in affection to their friend, and: 
in zeal for public juftice. Though the law did not allow the 

avenging of any other affront or injury with death, yet,the a’ 
venger of blood, the blood of a relation, fhall have great allow- 

ances made for the heat of Ais heart upon ‘fuch a provocation: 

as that, and his killing the man-flayer, though -he was fo by 

accident only, fhould not be accounted murder, if he did it 

before he got to the city of refuge, though it is owned he was 

not worthy of death. "hus would God poffefs people witha 
great horror and dread of the fin of murder. If mere chance-. ~ 
medly did thus expofe a man, furely he that wilfully doth vio~ 
lence to the blood of any perfon, whether from an old grudge or 
upon a fudden provocation, muft flee to. the. pit, and ét no 
man flay him, Prov. xxviilei17. Yet the New Teltament re- 
prefents the fin of murder as more heinous and more dangerous 

than even this law doth, 1 John iii. 15. Ye know that no mur-- 
derer has eternal life abiding in him, (3.) It is provided, that 

if an avenger of blood fhould be fo unrea/onable as to demand 
fatisfaction for blood fhed by accident only, then the city of 
refuge fhould protect the flayer. Sins of ignorance indeed da 
expofe us to the wrath of God; but there is relief provided,, 
if by faith and repentance we make ufe of it. Paul, that had. 
been a perfecutor, obtained mercy, becaufe he did it ignorant 
ly; and Chrift prayed for his crucifiers, Father, forgive them, 
Sor they know not what they do. hiss 

[3.] The appointing of three cities more for this ufe in. cafe: 
God thould hereafter enlarge their territories, and the domi- 
nion of their religion, that, all thofe places. which came under 
the government of the law of Mofes in other inftances,. might. 
enjoy the benefit of that law in this.inftance, ver. 8, 9, 10. 
Here is, 7. An intimation of God’s ‘gracious intention to en— 
large their coaft, as he had promifed to. their fathers, if they _ 

did 


——— a 


Chap. XIX. 


did not by their difobedience forfeit the promife, the condition 
of which is here carefully repeated, that if it were not perform- 
ed, the reproach might lie upon them, and not on God : He 
promifed to give it if thou /balt keep all thefe commandments, not 
otherwife. 2. A direétion to them to appoint three cities 
more in their new conquefts, which the number intimates 
fhould be as large as thofe of their firft conquefts were ; where- 
ever the border of Ifrael went, this privilege muft attend it, 
that innocent blood be not fed, ver. 10. Though God is the 


_» Saviour and Preferver of all men, and has a tender regard to 
all lives, yet the blood of Ifraelites is in a particular manner 


precious to him, Pfal. Ixxit. 14. The learned Ainfworth ob- 
ferves, that the Jewifh writers themfelves own, that the con- 
dition not being performed, the promife of the enlarging of 
their coaft was never fulfilled, fo that there was no occafion of 
ever adding thefe three cities of refuge; yet the oly bleffid 
God (fay they) did not command it in vain 3 for in the days of 
Meffiah the Prince, three other cities fhall be added to thefe 
fix: They expedt it to be fulfilled in the letter, but we know 


~ that in Chrift it has its fpiritual. accomplifhment ; for the bor- 


ders of the gofpel-Ifrael are enlarged according to the promife ; 
and in Chriit, the Lord our righteoufnefs, refuge is provided 
for thofe that by faith fly unto him. 

_ Secondly, It is provided that the cities of refuge fhould be 
no fanétuary or fhelter to a wilful murderer, but even thence he 
fhould be fetched, and delivered to the avenger of blood, 
ver. 11, 12,13. (1.) This fhews that wilful murder mutt 
never be protected by the civil magiltrate ; he dears. the /word 
of juftice in vain, if he fuffer thofe to efcape the edge of ~it, 


- that lie under the guilt of blood, which he by office is the a- 


wenger of. During the dominion of the papacy here in our 
own land, before the reformation, there were fome churches 
and religious houfes, (as they called them,) that were made 
fandtuaries for the proteétion of all forts of criminals that fled 
to them, wilful murderers not excepted, fo that (as Stanford 
faith in his pleas of the crown, lib. ii. cap. 38.) the govern- 
ment follows not Mofes but Romulus ; and it was not till a- 
bout the latter end of Henry VIII's time that this privilege of 
fandtuary for wilful murder was taken away, when in that, as 
in other cafes, the word of God came to be regarded more 
than the dictates of the fee of Rome. And fome have thought 


-it would be a compleating of that inftance of reformation, if 


the benefit of clergy were taken away for man-flaughter, that 


is, the killing of a man upon a {mall provocation, fince this 
_ law allowed refuge only in cafe of that which our law calls 
 chance-medley. 


(2.) It may be alluded to, to fhew that in 
Chrift Jefus there is no refuge for prefumptuous finners, that 
go on fill in their trefpaffes. If we thus fin wilfully, fin and 
go in it, there remains no facrifiee, Heb. x. 26. Thofe that 
flee to Chrift from their fins fhall be fafe in him, but not thofe 
that expedt to be fheltered by him in their fins. Salvation it- 
felf cannot fave fuch ; divine juftice will fetch them even from 
the city of refuge, the protection of which they are not enti- 
tled to. 

14 J Thou fhalt not remove thy neighbour’s 
land-mark, which they of old time have fet in 
thine inheritance which thou fhalt inherit, im: 
the land that the Lorp thy God giveth thee to 
pofiefs it. 15 Y One witne(s {hall not rife up a- 
gainft a man for any iniquity, or for any fin, in 
any fin that he finneth: at the mouth of two 
witnefles, or at the mouth of three witnefles 
fhall the matter be eftablifhed. 16: Ifa falie 
witnefs rife up againft any man to teftify againft 
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him that which is wrong. 17 Then both the 
men between whom the controverfy is, fhall 
ftand before. the Lorn, before the priefts, and 
the judges, which fhall be in thofe days, 18 
And the judges fhall make diligent inquilition : 
and behold, 7f the witnefs dea falfe witnefs, 
and hath teftified falfely againft his brother. 
rg Then fhall ye do unto him, as he had thought 
to have done unto his brother: fo thalt thou 
put the evil away from among you. zo And 
thofe which remain fhall hear and fear, and fhail 
henceforth commit nomore any fuch evil among 
you. 21 And thine eye ihall not pity, dut hfe 


pall go for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand 


for hand, foot for foot. 


Here is a flatute for the preventing of frauds and perjuries ¥ 
for the divine law takes care of mens rights and properties, 
and hath made a hedge about them. Such a friend is it to 
human fociety, and mens civil interelts. 

Firfl, A-Yaw againit frauds, ver. 1g. (1.) Here is an 
implicit dire@tion given to the firft planters of Canaan, to fix 
land-marks according te the diftribution of the land of the fe- 
veral tribes and families by lot, Note, It is the will of God 
that every one fhould snow Ais own ; and. that all good means 
fhould be ufed to prevent encroachments, and the doing and 
When right is fettled, care mult be taken 
that it be not afterwards unfettled, and that, if poflible, no oc- 
fion of difpute may arife. (2.) An exprefs law to poflerity, 
not to remove thofe land-marks which were thus fixed at. firlt,, 
by which a man fecretly got that to himfelf which was bis 
neighbour’s. This without doubt is a moral precept, and {til 
binding, and to us it forbids, 1. The invading of any man’s 
right, and taking to ourfelyes that which is not our own, by 
any fraudulent arts or practices, as by forging, concealing, d:- 
{troying, or altering deeds and writings, which are our /and- 
mark, to which appeals are made, or by fhifting hedges, march- 
{tones, and boundaries. Though the land-marks were fet by 
the hand of man, yet he was a thief and a robber by the law 
of God that removed them. Let every man be content with 
his own lot, and juft to his neighbours, and then we fhalf have 
no land-marks removed. 2. It forbids the fowing of difcord 
among neighbours, and doing any thing to occafion ftmife and 
law-fuits, which is done (and it is very i] done) by confound- 
ing thofe things which fhould determine difputes, and decide 
controverfies. And, 3. It forbids breaking in upon the fettled 
order and conftitution of civil government, and the altering of 
ancient ufages without juft caufe. This Jaw fupports the ho- 
nour of prefcription. Con/uetudo facit jus. 

Secondly, A law again{t perjuries, which enacts two things : 

if; That a fingle witnels fhould never be. admitted to give: 
evidence in a criminal caufe, fo as, that fentence fhould be paf- 
fed upon his teflimony, ver. 15. ‘This law we had. before, 
Numb, xxxv. 30 and Deut. xvii. 6. This was enacted in 
fayour to. the prifoner,, whofe life and honour fhould not he. at: 


‘ the mercy of a particular perfon that had a pique againft him 5, 


and for caution to the accufer not to fay that which he could’ 
not corroborate by the teftimony of another. It is axju/l foame 
which this law puts. upon mankind, as falfe and not to be trutt- 
ed, every man is by it fufpe€ted ; and it is the honour of Ged’s 


" prace that the record he has given concerning his Son; is con- 


firmed both in heaven and in earth by three avitneffes,. 1 Jor 
7.3 Let God be true, but every mana har. 2dlyy 
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adly, That a fale witnels Mould incur the fame: punifhment 
which was to have been infli€ed upon the perfon he accufed, 
ver. 16,--2t. (1.) The criminal here is a fal/e evitne/s, who is 
faid.to rife up ayaintt a man; not enly becaule all witnefles ftood 
up when they gave in their evidence, but becaufe a falfe wit- 
nefs did indeed rife up as an enemy and an-affailantagainit him 
whom he accufed. Lf seve or three, or many witnefles, con- 
curred in a falfe teftimony, they were all liable to be profeeu- 
ted upon this law. (2.) The perfon wronged or brought into 
peril by the falfe teftimeny is fuppofed to be the appellant, 
ver. 17, and yet ifthe perfon were put to death upon the evi- 
dence, and afterwards it appeared to be falfe, any other per- 
fon, or the judges themfelves, ex offere, might call the falfe 
witnels to account. .(3.) Caufes of this kind, having more 
than ordinary difficulty in them, were to be brought before the 
fupreme court, the priefls and judges, who are faid to be before 
the Lord ; becaule as other judges fat in the gates of their ci- 
ties, fo thofe at the gate of the fanctuary, Deut. xvii 12. 
(4.) There mutt be great care in the trel, ver. 18. 
gent inguifition mult be made into the characters of the perfons, 
and all the circumftances of the cafe, which muft be compared, 
that the truth might be found out; which, where-it is thus 
faithfully and impartially inquired into, ‘providence it may be 
hoped, will particularly advance the difcovery of (5.) Tf it 
appeared that a ntan had knowingly and malicioufly borne falfe 
witnels again{t his neighbour, though the mifchief he defigned 
him thereby was not effected, “he fhall undergo the fame pe- 
«malty which his evidence would have brought his neighbour 
under, ver. 19. Nee lew of juffior alla, 


witnefs mutt be put to death; if with ftripes, he muft-be beat- 
en if with a pecuniary mule, “he was to be fined in the fame 
fum. And becaufe to thofe who confidered not the heinouf- 


nefs of the crime, and the neceflity of making this provifion a- 


paint it, it might fem hard to punith aman fo feverely for a 
hey wonds fpeaking,-efpecially when no mifchief did -actually 
follow, it is added, ver. 20. Taine eye fhall not pity. No man 
needs to be more mereiful than God. 
accrue to the public by this ‘feverity, will abundantly recom- 
penfe it, ver.20. They shat remain fall bear and fear. Sueh 
exemplary punifhments will be warnings to others not to attempt 


any fach mifchief, when they fee how he that made the pit, and 


digged it, is fallen inte the ditch whick be made. 
CH AP. XX. 


This chapter fettles the militia, end efablifbes the laws and © 


ordinances of war, I. Relating to tbe foldiers, (1.). Thofe 
muff be encouraged, that were drawa xp to the battle, ver. 
ty—q. (25) Theft maf be difterted and fent back again 
whole private ofaire called for thew attendance at home, 
Vers S5— 7.3 er whofe weakeefs end Limoroufne/s disfitted 
them for fervice tn the field, ver. 8 9. Tl. Relating to 
ibe enemies they made war with (4.) The treaties they 
mut make with cities that were far off, ver. 10,—15. 
(2.) The defruction they ment make of the people inio whofe 
land they were going, ver. 16,—18. 3.) The care they 
mui take in befeging exties, wot to deftroy the fraii-trees, 
Ver, 19) 20, 
“YPHEN thou goeft out to battle againft 
thine enemies, and feeit horfes.and cha- 
nots, aud a people more than thou, be not a- 
“suid of them : for the Lorn thy God és with 
soyWhich brought thee up out of the land of 
LST : 
2 And it fhall be when ye are come 
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Acadih- © 


If the crime he ac- 
cufed his neighbour of was to be punifhed with death, the falfe © 


The benefit that-will | 


nighunto the battle, that the prieft fhall ap- 
proach and fpeak unto the people, 3 And fhall 
fay unto them, Hear,O Iirael, you approach this 
day unto battle againft your enemies: let not 
your hearts faint, fear not, and do not tremble, 
neither be ye terrified becaufe of them. 4 For 
the Loxp your God is he that goeth with you, 
to fight for you againft your enemies, to fave 
you. 59 And the officers fhall fpeak unto the 
people, faying, What man és there that hath 
built a new houfe, and hath not dedicated it? 
let him go and let him return to his houfe, left 
he die in the battle, and another man dedicate 


it. 6 And what man 7s be that hath planted a - 


vineyard, and hath not veg eaten of it? let him 
alfo go and return ‘unto his houfe, left he die in 
the battle, and another man eat of it. 7 And 
what man is there that hath betrothed a-wife, 
and hath not taken her? let him go and return 
unto his houfe, left he die in battle,and another 
man take her. 8 And the officers fhall {peak 
further unto the people, and they fhall fay, 
What man is there that is fearful and faint- 
hearted ? let him go and return unto his houfe, 
left his brethrens heart faint as well as his heart. 
g And it fhall be when the officers have made 
an end of fpeaking unto the people, that they 
fhall make captains of the armies to lead the. 
people. . . 
Tfrael was at this time to be confidered rather as a camp than as 


a kingdom, entering upon an enemy’s country, and not yet fet- 
_tled in a country of their own: and befides the war they were 


now entering upon in order to their fettlemient, even after their 


_fettlement they could neither proteé& nor enlarge their coaft, 


but they muft hear the alarms of war ; it was therefore need- 
ful they fhould have direétion given them in their military af 
fairs: And in thefe verfes, they are direéted in managing, mar- 
fhalling, and drawing up their own forces. And it is obferva- 
ble, that the difcipline of war here prefcribed is fo far from 


~ 


having any thing in it harfh er fevere, as is ufual in martial law, 


that the intent of the whole is on the contrary to encourage the 
foldiers, and to make their fervice eafy to them. — 

Fir/t, They that were difpofed to fight muft be encouraged 
and animated againft their fears. 

[1.} Mofes-here gives a general encouragement, which the 
leaders and commanders in the war muft take to themfélves, 
ver. t. Be not afraid of them. Though the enemy have ever 
fo much the advantage by their numbers, they are more than 
thou, and by their cavalry, their armies being much made 
of horfes and chariots, which Ifrael were not allowed to ub 
tiply, yet decline not coming to a battle with them, dread not 
the iffue, nor doubt of fuccefs. Two things they muft encou- 
rage themfelves with in their wars, provided they kept clofe to 
their God and their religion, otherwife they forfeited thefe encou- 
ragements ; (1.) The prefence of God with them; the Lord 
thy God is with thee, and therefore thou art not in danger, nor 
needeft thou be afraid. See Ifa. xli. 10. (2.) The experi- 
rience they and their fathers had had of God’s power and 
goodnefs. in bringing them out of the land of Egypt in defiance 

TOF 


‘of Pharaoh and all his hofts, which was not only in general a 
proof of the divine omnipotence, ‘but to them tn particular a 
pledge of what God would do further for them, He that fa- 
ved them from thofe greater enemies, would not fuffer them to 
de run down by thofe that were every way lefs confiderable, and 
all he had done for them to be undone again. 
{2.J] This encouragement mutt be particularly addveffed to 
the common foldiers by a prieft appointed, and the Jews fay 
anointed for that purpofe, whom they call the anointed of the 
war, a very proper title for our anointed Redeemer, the Cap- 
tain of our falvation. This prieft in God’s name was to ani- 
mate the people ; and who fo fit to do that as he whofe office 
it was as prieft to pray for them? for the beft encouragements 
arife from the precious promifes made to the prayer of faith. 
This prieft muft, 1. Charge them not to be afraid, ver. 3.3 for 
nothing weakens. the hands fo much as that which makes the 
heart tremble, ver. 3. ‘There is need of precept upon precept 
to this purpofe, as there is here, Let not your. hearts be tender 
{fo the word is to receive all the impreffions of fear, but let a 
helieving confidence in the power and promife of God harden 
them: Fear not, and do not make hafle, ({o the word is,) for 
he that believeth doth not make more hafe than good {peed ; do 
not make hafte, either rafhiy to anticipate your advantages, or 
bafely to fly off upon every difadvantage. 2. He ‘mutt affure 
them of the prefence of God’ with them, to own and plead 
their righteous caufe, and not only to fave them from their e- 
memes, but to give them victory over them, ver. 4 ~ Note, 
Thofe have no reafon to fear that have God with them.. The 
giving of this encouragement by a prieft, one of the Lord’s mi- 
nifters, intimates, (1.) That it is very fit that armies fliould have 
chaplains, not only to pray for them, but to preach to them, 
both to reprove that which would hinder their fuccefs, and to 
raife their hopes of it. (2.) That it isthe work of Chrift's 
minifters to encourage his good foldiers in their {piritual con- 
fats with the world and the flefh, and to affure them of a con- 
queft, yea, more than a conqueft, through Chrift that loved us. 
Secondly, They. that. were indifpofed to fight muft. be dif 
charged, whether the indifpofition did arife, 
. [1.] From the circumftances of a man’s outward condition: 


As, 1. If:he had lately built or purchafed anew houfe, and. : 


had not taken poficfhion of it, had not dedicated it, (ver. 5+) 
dee. made a folemn feftival for the entertainment of his friends 
that came to him to welcome him to his houfe, let him go-home 
and take the comfort of that. which God had.bleffed him with, 
call by enjoying it for fome time he became lefs fond of it, and 
confequently lefs difturbed in the war by the thoughts of it, 
and more willing to die and‘leave it. For that is the nature of 


all our worldly enjoyments, that.they pleafé us beft at firft,.af- 


ter a»while we fee the vanity of them.—Some think this dedi- 
cation of their-houfes was a religious act, that they took. poffel- 
fion of them with prayers and. praifes, with a folemn devoting 
of themfelves and all their enjoyments to the fervice and honour 


of God; David penned the thirtieth pfalm on this accafion, . 


‘as appears by the title. Note; He that -has a houfe of his own 
fhould dedicate it to God, by fetting up and keeping up the fear 
and worfhip of God invit, that he may have a church in his 
houfe ; and’nothing fhould be fuffered to siverta man from 
this. Or, 2. Ifa man had been at great expence to planta 
vineyard, and longed to eat of the fruit of it, which for the firft 


- three years he was forbidden to do by»that law, Lev. xix..29, . 


&c. let him-go home if-he-has a mind; and gratify his own hu- 
mour with the fruits of it, ver. gs See how indulgent Ged is 
to his people‘in innocent things, and how far from being a hard 
Matter. 
hands, rather than an Ifraelite fhould be crofled therein, his 
fervice in. war fhall, be -difpenfed with. Or, 3. 1fa.man were 
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Since we naturally covet to eat the labour of our / 
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made up to be married, and the marriage was not folemnized, 
he was at liberty to return, ver. 7. as alfo to tarry at home for 


-one year after marriage, chap. xxiv. 5.; for the terrors of war 


would be difagreeable to a man in love. And God would not 


-be ferved in his wars by prefled men, that were forced into the 


army again{t their will, but they mufé be all volunteers, Pfalm 
cx. 3. Thy people foal/ be awilling.—In running the Chriftiaa 


race, and fighting the good tight of faith, we matt /ay afide eve~ 


ry weight, and all that which would clog and divert our minds, 
and make us wawillizg. The Jewith writers agree, that this liber- 
ty to return was allowed-only in thofe wars which they made 
voluntarily (as Bifhop. Patrick expreffeth it) not thole which 
were made by the divine command againft Amalek and the Ca- 
faanites, in whicl evary man was bound to fight. 

[2.} Ifa man’s indifpofition to fight arofe from ‘the weak- 
nefs and timoroufnefs of his own {pirit, he had Jeave to return 
from the war, ver. 8. This proclamatlon Gideon’ made to his 
army,-and knocked off above two thirds c* chem, Judg. vii. 3. 


» —Some make this fearfulne/s and faint-beartedne/s here fappo- 


fed to.arife from the terrors. of an evil confcience, which would 
make a man afraid to look. death and danger in the face. It 
was then thought that men of 'loofe and profi gate lives would 
not be good /oddiersy..but mult. needs be both cowards ia the 
army, and curfes to it, the fhame and trouble of the camp; and 
therefore thofe who were con{cious to themfelves of notorious 
guilt were fhaken off. . Burit feems rather'to be meant of a 
natural fearfulnefs, It.was partly in kindnefs to them that they 
had their difeharge ; that though they were /amed, yet they 
were eafe/; but much more in kindaefs to the reft of the ariny, .. 
who were not only.hereby freed from the incumberance of fuch 
as were ufelefs and.unferyiceable, but the danger of infection 
from their cowardice and flight was.prevented; that is the rea 
fon here given, Le? his brethrens heart fail as well as his heart. 
Fear is catching, and in an army is of moft pernicious confe- 


~ quence... We mutt take heed that-we fear not the fcar of ihem - 


that are afraid, Ma. viii. 12-.- sel 
Lafily, Is.is-here ordered, that.when all the cowards were 


-difmifled, then. captains. fhould.be nominated, ver. g.; for it ° 


was .in a fpecial manner. neceffary that the leaders and com- 
manders: fhould be men of courage, That reform therefore. - 
matt be made when the-army was fir{t muflered and mar/haile:!. 
—The foldiers of Chrift have need of courage,..that they may ~ 


_ quit themfelves like men, and endure hardiue/s, like good foldiers, . 


efpecially the officers of his. army. 
10 “| When thou comeft nigh unto a: city to : 


fight againft it, ther proclaim peace unto it. 


11.And it fhall be, if it make thee anfwer of 
peace, and open. unto thee, then it fhall be that 
all the people thai vs found therem, fhall be tri- - 
butaries unto thee, and they fhall ferve thee. 
12 And if it will make no peace with thee; but 


~ will make war againft thee, then-thou {halt be- - 


fiege it. 13 And when the Lorp thy God-hath. » 
delivered it into-thine: hands;. thou fhalt {mite 


“every male. thereof with the edge of the fword.. . 


14,But the women; and the little ones, and the 


cattle, and.all. that is in the city, even all the 


fpoil thereof, fhalt thou take unto thyfelf: and. 
thou fhalt eat the {poil of thine enemies, which - 
15 ‘Thus 
fhalt thou do unto all\the cities: which are very 
far off from thee, which are not of the es = " 
theie.s 
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will be tributaries and fervants to him, fhall not only be faved 
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thefe nations. 16 But of the cities of thefe peo- 
ple which the Lorp thy God doth give thee for 
‘an inheritance, thou {halt fave alive nothing 
that breatheth: 17 But thou fhalt utterly de- 
{troy them, namely, the Hittites, and the Amo- 
rites, the Canaanites,and the Perizzites, the Hi- 
vites, and the Jebufites, as the Lorp thy God 
hath commanded thee: 18 That they teach 
you not to do after all their abominations, 
which they have done unto their gods, fo 
fhould ye fin againft the Lorp your God. 
19 Y When thou fhalt befiege a city a long 
time, in making war againft it to take it, thou 
fhalt not deftroy the trees thereof by forcing an 
ax againft them: for thou mayeft eat of them, 
and thou fhalt not cut them down (for the tree 
of the field zs man’s /ife,) to employ them in the 
fiege. 20 Only the trees which thou knoweft 
that they be not trees for meat, thou fhalt de- 
ftroy and cut-them down; and thou fhalt build 
bulwarks againft the city that maketh war with 
thee, until it be fubdued. ; 
_They are here directed what method to take in dealing 


with the cities, (thofe only are mentioned, ver. 10.; but doubt- 


lefs the armies in the field, and the nations they had had occa- 
fion to deal with, are likewife intended) upon which they 
“made war. - They muft not make a defcent upon any of their 
neighbours, till they had firft given them fair notice, by a pub- 
lic manifefto or remonftrance of their quarrel with them. In 
dealing with the worft of enemies, the laws of juftice and ho- 
nour muft be obferved ; and as the fword muft never be taken 
in hand without caufe, fo not without cavfe fhewn. War is 
an appeal, in which the merits of the caufe muft be fet forth. 
Firft, Even to the proclamation of war muft be fubjoined a 
tender of peace, if they would accept of it upon reafonable 
terms ; that is, (fay the Jewifh writers,) upon condition that 
they renounce idolatry, worfhip the God of Ifrael, as. profe- 
lytes of the gate, that were not circumcifed, and that they pay 
to their new matters a yearly tribute and fubmit to their go- 
vernment: On thefe terms the procefs of war fhould be ftaid, 
and their conquerors, upon this fubmiflion, were to be their 
protectors, ver. 10, 11. Some think, that even the feven na- 
tions of Canaan were to have this offer of peace made them, 
and the offer was no jeft or mockery, though i was of the 
Lord to harden their hearts, that they fhould not accept it, 
Jofh. xi. 20. . Others think, that they are excluded, ver. 16. 
not only from the benefit of that law, ver. 13. which confines 
military execution to the males only, but from the benefit of 
this alfo, which allows not to make war till peace was refufed. 
And I fee not how they could proclaim peace to thofe who 
by the law were to be utterly rooted out, and to whom they 
were to fhew no mercy, Deut. vil. 2. But for any other na- 
tion which they made war upon, either for the enlarging of 
their coaft, the avenging of any wrong done, or the recovery 
of any right denied, they mutt firft proclaim peace to them. 
Let this thew, (1.) God’s grace in dealing with finners. 
Though he might moft juftly and eafily deftroy them, yet hav- 
fg no pleafure in their ruin, he proclaims peace, and befeeches 
them to be reconciled ; fo that they who lie moft obnoxious 
to his juftice, and ready to fall as facrifices to it, if they make 
him an anfwer of peace, and open to him, upon condition they 


from ruin, but incorporated with his Ifrael, as fellow-citizens 
with the faints. (2.) Let it fhew us our duty in dealing with 
our brethren. 
to the propofals of peace, but be forward to make fuch propo- 
fals. We fhould never make ufe of the law, till we have firft 
tried to accommodate matters in variance amicably, and with- 
out expence and vexation. We mutt be for peace, whoever are 
JP AEE 5 


Secondly, If the offers of peace were not accepted, then they 


muft proceed to pufh on the war. And let thofe to whom 


God offers peace know, that if they reject the offer, and take ~ 
not the benefit of it within the time limited, judgment will re- — 


joice againft mercy in the execution, as much as now mercy re- 
joiceth againft judgment in the reprieve: In this cafe here, (1.) 
There is a promife implied, that they fhould be victorious. It 
is taken for granted, ver. 13. that the Lord their God would 
deliver it into their hands. Note, Thofe enterprifes which we 
undertake by a divine warrant, and profecute by divine direc- 


Py 


If any quarrel happen, let us not only hearken _ 


tion, we may expeét to fucceed in. If we take God’s me-_ 


thod, we fhall have his bleffing. 2. They are ordered, in 
honour to the public juftice, to put all the foldiers to the fword; 
for them I underftand by every male, ver. 13. all that bore 
‘arms, as all men did that were able; but the fpoil they are 
allowed to take to themfelves, ver. 14. in which was accoun- 
ted the qwomen and children. Note, A juftifiable property is 
acquired in that which is won in lawful war; God himfelf 
owns the title ; the Lord thy God gives it‘thee, and therefore 
he muft be owned in it, Pfal. xliv. 3. 
Thirdly, The nations of Canaan are excepted from the 


merciful provifions made by this law. Remnants might be left — 


of the cities that were very far off, ver. 15. becaufe by them 


they were not in fo much danger of being infected with idola- —— 


try ; nor was their country fo directly aod immediately inten- 
ded in the promife. But of the cities which were given to 
Lfrael for an inheritance, no remnants mutt be left of their in- 
habitants, ver. 16. for it put a flight upon the promife to ad- 
mit Canaanites to fhare with them in the peculiar land of pro- 
mife. And for another reafon they muft be utterly defroycd, 
ver. 17. becaufe fince it could not be expected they fhould be 
cured of their idolatry, if they were left with. that plague-fore 
upon them, they would be in danger of infeding God’s Ifrael, 
who were too apt to take the infeftion, ver. 18. They will 
teach you to do after their abominations, to introduce their cuf- 
toms into the worfhip of the God of Ifrael, and by degrees to’ 
forfake him, and to worfhip falfe gods; for tl ofe that dare vi- 
olate the fecond commandment, will not long keep to the firft. 
Strange worfhips open the door to ftrange deities. 

Laftly, Care is bere taken, that, in the befieging of cities, 
there fhould not be any deftrudtion made of fruit-trees, ver. 
19, 20. In thofe times when befiegers forced their way, not 
as new, with bombs and cannon-ball, but with battering-rams, 
they had occafion for much timber in carrying on their fieges ; 
now, becaufe in the heat of war men are not apt to confider as 


they ought the public good, it is exprefsly provided, that fruit. - 


trees fhould not be ufed as timber-trees. ‘That reafon, for the 
tree of the feld is man's (the word life we fupply) all the anci- 
ent verfions, the feptuagint, targums, (Sc. read, For is the tree 
of the field a man? ot, The tree-of the Jfield is not a man, that 
it foould come againf} thee in the fiege, or retire from thee into the 
buiwark.—Do not bratifhly vent thy rage againft the trees 
that can do thee no harm. But our tranflation feems molt a- 
greeable to the intent of the law; and it teaches us, 1. That 
God is a better friend to man than’ he is to himfelf; and 
God’s law, which we are apt to complain of as a heavy yoke, 
confults our intereft and comfort, while our appetites and paf- 

fions, 
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fions, Which we are fo indulgent.of, are really enemies to our 
welfare. The intent of many of the divine precepts is, to re- 
ftrain-us‘from deftroying that which is our life and food.—z2. 
‘That armies, and their commanders, are not allowed to make 
“what defolation they pleafe in the countries that are the feat of 
“war. Military rage mult always be checked, and ruled with 
reafon. War, though carried on with ever fo much caution, 
is deftrutive enough, and needs not be made more fo than 
needs muft. Generous fpirits will fhew themfelves tender, 
not only of men’s lives, but of their livelihoods ; for though 
the life is more than meat, yet it will foon be nothing without 
meat.—3. The Jews underftand this as a prohibition of all 
wilful wafte upon any account whatfoever. No fruit-tree is 
‘to be deftroyed, unlefs it be barren, and cumber the ground : 
Nay, they fay, Whofo wilfully’ breaks veffels, tears clothes, 
ftops wells, pulls down buildings, or deftroys meat, tranfgreffes 
this law, Thou foalt not deftroy. Chrift took care that the 
broken meat fhould be gathered up, that nothing might be loft. 
Every creature of God is good, and as nothing is to be refu- 
fed, fo nothing is to be abufed. We may live to want what 
we carelefsly wa/le. 


C HAP... XXi. 


En this chapter, provifion is made, 1. For the putting away 
of the guilt of blood from the land, when be that fhed it 
was fled from juftice, ver. 1,—Q. II. For the preferving 
of the honour of a captive maid, yer. 12,—14. ILI. For 
the fecuring of the right of a firfi-born fon, though he 
were not a favourite, ver.15,—17- 1V. For the reflrain- 
ing and punifbing of a rebellious fon, ver. 18,—21. V. 
for the maintaining of the honour of human bodtes,which 
muft not be hanged in chains, but decently buried, even the 
bodies of the worft malefactors, ver. 22, 23. 


F one be found flain in the land which the 

§& Lorp thy God giveth thee to poflefs it, ly- 
ing in the field, and it be not known who hath 
flain him: 2 Then thy elders and thy judges 
fhall come forth, and they fhall meafure unto 
the cities which are round about him that is 
flain. 3 And it fhall be that the city which is 
next unto the flain man, even the elders of that 
city fhall take an heifer which hath not been 
wrought with, and which hath not drawn in 
the yoke. 4 And the elders of that city fhall 
“bring down the heifer into a rough valley, 
which is neither eared nor fown, and fhall 
{trike off the heifer’s neck there in the valley. 
5 And the priefts the fons of Levi fhall come 
near, (for them the Lorp thy God hath cho- 
- fen to minifter unto him, and to blefs in the 
name of the Lorp) and by their word fhall 
every controverfy and every ftroke be tried. 
6 And all the elders of that city that are next 
unto the flain man, fhall wafh their hands o- 
ver the heifer that is beheaded in the valley. 
7 And they fhall anfwer and fay, Our hands 
have not fhed this blood, neither have our eyes 
feen zz. 8 Re merciful, O Lorp unto thy 
people Ifrael, whom thou haft redeemed, and 
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lay not innocent blood unto thy people of If 
rael’s charge. And the blood fhall be forgiven 
them. g So fhalt thou put away the guz/t of 
innocent blood from among you, when thou 
fhalt do that which is right in the fight of the 
Lorp. | . 


Care had been taken by fome preceding laws for the vigour- 
ous and effectual profecution of a wilful murderer, chap. xix. 
11. the putting of whom to death was the putting away of the 
guilt of blood from the land; but if that could not be done, 
the murderer not being difcovered, they muft not think the 
land was in no danger of contracting any pollution, fince it 
was not through any negleét of theirs that the murderer was 
unpunifhed ; no, a great folemnity is here provided for the 
putting away the guilt, as an expreffion of their dread and de- 
teftation of that fin. 

Firfi, The cafe fuppofed is, that one is found flain, and it is 
not known who flew him, ver. t. ‘The providence of God 
hath fometimes wonderfully brought to light thefe hidden 
works of darknefs, and by ftrange occurrences the fin of the 
guilty has found them out, in fo much that it is become a pro- 
verb, Murder will out: But it is not always fo; now and 
then the devil’s promifes of fecrecy and impunity in this world 
are made good; yet it is but for a while: There is a time 
coming when fecret murders will be difcovered ; the earth /hall 
difclofe her blood, Va. xxvi. 21. upon the inquifition juftice makes. 
for it ; and an eternity coming, when they that efcaped punifh- 
ment from men, will lie under the righteous judgment of God. 
And the going of fo many murders and other wickedneffes 
unpunifhed in this world, makes it neceflary that there fhould 
be a day of judgment, to require that which is paft, Eccl. iii. 
a. 

Secondly, Direstions are given what is to be done in this 
cafe: It is taken for granted, that a diligent fearch had been 
made for the murderer, witnefles examined, and circum{tances 
{triétly inquired into, that if pofble they might find out the 
guilty perfon; but if after all they could not trace it out, nor 
faften the charge upon any, then, (1.) The elders of the next 
city (that had a court of three and twenty in it) were to con-. 
cern themfelves about this matter. If it were doubtful which 
city was next, the great fanhedrim were to fend commiflioners 
to determine that matter by an exaét meafure, ver. 2, 20 
Note, Public perfons mutt be folicitous about the public good: 
And thofe that are in power and reputation in cities, muft lay 
out themfelves to redrefs grievances, and reform what is amifs 
in the country and neighbourhood that lies about them. Thofe 
that are next to them fhould have the largeft fhare of their 
good influence, as minifters of God for good. 

(2.) The prieft and Levites muft affift, and prefide in this 
folemnity, ver. 5. that they might direét the management of it 
in all points according to the law, and particularly might be 
the peoples mouth to God in the prayer that was to be put up 
on this fad occafion, ver. 8. God being Ifrael’s King, his 
minifters muft be their magiftrates, and by their word, as the 
mouth of the court, and learned in the law, every controverly 
muft be tried. It was their privilege that they had fuch guides, 
overfeers, and rulers, and their duty to make ufe of them up- 
on all occafions, efpecially in facred things, as this was. 

(3-) They were to bring a heifer down into a rough and 
unoccupied valley, and:to kill it there, ver. 3, 4. This was 
not a facrifice, for-it was not brought, to the altar, but a folemn 
proteftation, that thus they would put the murderer to death 
if they had him in their hands, The heifer muft be one that 


had not drawn in the yoke, to fignify, (fay fome) that a mur- 
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derer was a fon of Belial: It mult be done in a rough valley, 
to fignify the horror of the fact, and that the defilement which 
blood brings upon a land turns it into barrennefs. And the 
Jews fay, That unlefs after this the murder was to be found 
out, this valley where the heifer was killed was never to be 
tilled or fown. : 

(4.) The elders were to wajh their hands in water over the 
heifer that was killed, and ‘to profefs, not only that they had 
not fhed this innocént blood themfelves, but that they knew 
not who had, (ver. 6, 7.) not had knowingly concealed the 
shurderer, helped him to make his efcape, or had been any 
way aiding or abetting. ‘Io this cuftom David alludes, Pal. 
xxvi. 6. 1 will wajb mine hands in innocency: But if Pilate 

“had aa eye to it, Mat. xxvil. 24. he wrétchedly mifapplied it 
when he condemned Chrifl, knowing him to be ianoceat, and 
yet acquitted himfelf from the guilt of innocent blood. Prote/- 
tatio non valet conira fadum. 

(5.) The priefts were to pray to God for the country and 
nation, that God-would bé merciful to them, and not bring 
upon them the judgments which the connivance at the fin of 
murder would deferve, ver. 8. It might be prefumed, that 
the murderer was either one of their city, or was now harbour- 
ed in their city, and therefore muft pray that they might not 
fare the worfe for his being among them, Numb. xvi. 21. 
Be merciful, O Lord, to thy people Ifrael. Note, When we 
hear of the wickednefs of the wicked, we have neéd to cry 
eameftly to God for imetey for our land, which groans and 
trembles under it, We muft empty the meafure by our prayers, 
which others are filling by their fins. : 

Now this folemnity was appointed, 1/7, That it might give 
occafion to common and public difcourfe concerning the mur- 
der, which perhaps might fome way or other occafion the dif- 
cowery of it.—2d/y, That it might poffefs people with a dread 
of the guilt of blood; not only how defiling it is to the con- 
{Cience of him that fheds it, (which fhould engage us all to 
pray with David, Deliver me from blood-guiltine/s,) but to the 
land in which it is fhed. It cries to the magiftrate for juf- 
tice on the criminal ; and if that cry be not heard, it cries to 
heaven for judgment on the land. If there muft be fo much 
ado: to fave the land from guilt when the murderer was not 
known, it was certainly impoflible to fecure it from guilt if the 
murderer was known and yet proteéted. All would be taught, 
by this folemnity, to ufe their utmoft care and diligence to 
prevent, difcover, and punith murder. Even the heathen ma- 
riners dreaded the guilt of blood, Jonah i. 14.~-3dly, That 
we might all learn to take heed of partaking in other mens fins, 
and making ourfelves acceffary to them, ex po/? fadlo,.by coun- 


tenancing the fin of finners, and not witnefling againit it in our 


places. We have fellow/bip with the unfruitful works of dark- 
ne/s, if we do not reprove them rather, and bear our teftimony 
againft them: ‘Tyhe repentance of the church of Corinth for 
the fin of one of their members produced fuch a carefulne/s, 
fuch a charing of themfelves, fuch a holy indignation, fear, and 
" wevenge, (2 Cor. vil. 11.) as was fignified by the folemnity 
here appointed. 
10 & When thou goeft forth to. war againft 
thine enemies, and the Lorp thy God hath deé- 
liyered them into thine hands, and thou haft 
taken them captive. 14 And feeft among the 
captives a beautiful woman, and haft a defire 
unto her, that thou wouldeft have her to thy 
wife: 412 Then thou fhalt bring her home to 


thie hotife, and fhe hall fhave her head and | 
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paré her nails. 13 And fhe fhall put the rai- 
ment of her captivity from off her, and _fhall 
remain in thine houfe, and bewail her father 
and her mother a full month: and after that, 
thou fhalt go in unto her, and be ler hufband, 
and fhe fhall be thy wife. 14 And it fhall be 
if thou have no delight in her, then thou thalt 
let her go whither fhe will, but thou fhalt not 
fell her at all for money, thou fhalt not make 
merchandifé of her, becaufe thou haf humbled 
her. 


’ By this law a foldier is allowed to marry his captive if he 
pleafed. For the hardnefs of theit heart Mofes gave them this 
permiffion, Jeft if they had not had liberty given them to mar- 
ry fuch, they fhould have taken liberty to defile themfelves 
with them, and by fuch wickednefs the camp would have been 
troubled. The man is fuppofed to have a wife already, and to 
take this wife for a fecondary wife, as the. Jews called them. 


| This indulgence of mens inordinate defires, in which their 


hearts walked after their eyes, is by no means agreeable to the 
law of Chrift, which therefore in this refpe&t among others fat 
exceeds in glory the law of Mofes. ‘he gofpel permits not 
him that has one wifé to take another, for from the beginning 
it was not fo: The gofpel forbids /ooking upon a womun, 
though a dcautiful one, to luff after ber, and corimands the 
mortifying and denying of all irregular defires, though it be as 
unéafy as the cutting off of a right hand; fo mach doth our holy 


“religion, miore than that of the Jews, advance the honour and 


fupport the doniinion of the foul over the body, the {pirit over 
the flefh, confonant to the glorious difcovery it makes of life 
and immortality, and the detter hope. ‘tot 

But though military mea were allowed this liberty, yet care 
is here taken that they fhould not abufe it; that 1s, 

{1.] That they thould not abafe them/felves by doing it too 
haftily, though the captive was ever fo defirable. Lf thou 
woulde/? have her to thy qwife, ver. vO, 11. it is true thou needs 
eft not afk her parents confent, for fhe is thy captive, and is at 
thy difpofe: But, (1.) Thon fhalt not He qwith her till thou 
haft married hér. This allowance was not defigned to gtatify 
a filthy brutith luft in the heat and fury of its rebellion again{t 
reafon and virtue, but an honourable and generous affection ta- 
a comely and amiable perfon, though in diftrefs ; therefore he 
may make her his wife if he will, but he muft not deal with her 
as with an harlot. {2.) Thou thalt not marry her of a /udden, 
but keep her a full month in thy houfe, vér. 12,13. This he 
muft do either, 1. That he may try to take his affections off 
from her: For he muft know, that though in marrying her he 
doth not do i, (fo the law then ftood,) yet letting her alone. 
he doth much better. Let hér therefore Jhave her head, that 
he might not be enamoured with her looks, and /et her nails 
grow, (fo the margin reads it,) to fpoil the beauty of her hand: 
Note, We thould coutrive ways to take our affections off from. 
thofe things we are tempted to love inordinately ; guicquid amas. 
cupias non placuiffe nimis. Or rather, 2. This was done in to- 
ken of her reaouncing idolatry, and becoming a profelyte to 
the Jewifh religion. ‘The JSoaving of her head, and the paring : 
of her nails, and the changing of her apparel, fignified her pair 


tung off her former converfation, which was corrupt in her ienoa 


_ rance, that the might become a new creature, She mutt remain. 


in his haufe-to be tanght the good knowledge of the Lord, and 
the wotfhip of him; which (fay the Jews) if the received. not, 
but continued obftiaate’ in idolathy, he niuft wot matry her. 

Note, 


- 


\ 
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Note, The profeffors of religion mult not be unequally yoked | 


with unbelievers, 2 Cor, vi. 144 


[2.] It was likewife provided that-they fhould not abufe the ; 


poor captive. (1.) She muft have time to beqwail her father 
and mother, from wom fhe feparated, and without whofe con- 
fent and blefling the is now likely to be married, and perhaps 
to a common foldier of Hrael, though in her country ever fo 
nobly born and bred. To force a marriage till thefe forrows 
were digefted, and in fome meafure got over, and fhe was bet- 
ter reconciled to the land of her captivity, by being better ac- 
quainted with it, would be very unkiad. She muft not bewail 
her idols, but be glad to part with them: To her near and 
dear relations only her affections muft be thus indulged. (2.) 
Tf, upon fecond thoughts, ke that had brought her to his houfe 
with a purpofe to marry her, changed his mind, and would not 
matry her, he might not make merchandife of her, as of his o- 
ther prifoners, but muft give her liberty to return, if fhe plea- 
fed, to her own country, becanfe he had humbled her, and af- 
Aligted her, by raifiag expeCtations, and then difappointing them, 
ver. 14.3 having made a foal of her, he might not make a prey 
of her. ‘This intimates how binding the Jaws.of juftice and 
honour are, particularly inthe pretenfions of love, the courting 
of affections, and the promifes of marriage, which are to be 


dJooked upon as /olemn things, that have fomething /acredin them, — 


and therefore are not to be je/led with. 


154 Ifa man have two wives, one beloved | 


i Noe hated, and they have born him | 


children, both the beloved and the hated; and 


of the firfi-born fon be her’s that was hated: — 


16 Then it fhall be, when he maketh his fons to 


inherit that which he hath, that he may not | 
make the fon of the beloved, firft-born, before | 


the fon of the hated, which is indeed the firft- 


born: £7 But he fhall acknowledge the fon of | 
the hated for the firft-born, by giving hima dou- — 


ble portion of all that he hath: for he zs the be- 


_ ginning of his ftrength,the right of the firft-born | 


as his. 


OP is Jaw reftrains men from difinheriting their eldeft fons — 
_* purely in a humour, and without juft provocation. 


-_ (1.) The cafe here put, ver. 15. is very inftructive, 1. It 
fhews the great mifchief of having more wives than one, which 
the Jaw of Mofes did nét reftrain, probably in hopes that mens 
own experience of the great inconvenience of it in families 
would at laft put.an end to it, and make them a law to them- 


felves. Obferve the fuppofition here, Jf.a man have tao wives, 


it is a thoufand to one but one of them is beloved and the other 


bated, i. e. manifeftly loved Jefs, as Leahwas by Jacob: And | 


the effect of this cannot but be {trifes and jealoufies, envy, con- 


Sufion, and every evil work, which could not but create a.con- | 
{tant uneafinefs and vexation to the hufband, and involve him | 


both in fin and trouble. Thofe do much better confult their 


own prefent eafe-and fatisfaction who adhere to God’s law, — 
than thofe who indulge their own lufts. 2. It thews how pro- | 
‘ yidence commonly fides with the weakeft, and gives more a- 


undant honour to that part which lacked; for the firft-born fon 
is here fuppofed-to be her’s that qvas hated. It was fo in Ja- 
cob’s family, becaufe the Lord faw- that Leah was hated, Gen. 
xxix. 31. The great Houfeholder wifely gives to each his 
dividend of comfort: If one had the honour to be the beloved 
wife, it often proved that the other had the honour to be the 
another of the fir{t-born. 
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(2.) The law in this cafe is {till binding to parents; they 
muit. give their children their right without partiality. In the 
cafe fuppofed, the eldef{t fon, though the fon of the /ofs Leloved 
wife, muft have his birth-right privilege, which was a double 
portion of the eftate, becaufe he was the deginning of his frengthy 
1. e. in him his family began to be frengthened, and his quiver 
began torbe filled with the arrows of a mighty nian, Pfal. cxxvii. 
4. and therefore the right of the firf-born is his, ver. 16, 17.3 
Jacob had indeed depriyed Reuben of his birth-right, and given 
it to Jofeph, but it was becaufe Reuben had forfeited the birth- 
right by his inceft, not, becaufe he was the Son of the hated. 
Now left that which Jacob did ju/fy fhould be drawn intoa 
precedent for others to do the fame thing wnju/fly, it is here 
provided, that when the father makes his will, or otherwife fee- 
tles his eftate, the child fhall not fare the worfe for the mo- 
ther’s unbappinefs in having lefs of her hufband’s love, for that 
was not the child’s fault. Note, 1. Parents ought to make no 
other difference in difpenfing their affections among their chil- 
dren, than what they fee plainly God makes in difpenfing 
his grace among them. . 2. Since it is the providence of 
God that makes heirs, the difpofal of providence in that 
matter muft be acquiefced in and not oppofed. No fon 
fhould be abandoned by his father till he manifettly appear to 
be abandoned of God, which is hard to fay of any while 
there is life. 


184 If aman have a ftubborn and rebellious 
fon, which will not obey the voice of his father, 
or the voice of his mother, and that when they 
have chaftened him, will not hearken unto them: 
tg Then fhall his father and his mother lay hold 
on him, and bring him out unto the elders of his 
city, and unto the gate of his place: 20 And 
they fhall fay unto the elders of his city, This 
our fon zs ftubborn and rebellious, he will not 
obey our voice; be is a glutton and a drunkard. 
21 And all the men of his city fhall ftone ‘him 
with ftones, that he die: fo fhalt thou put evil 


, away from among you, and all Ifrael (hall heer, 


and fear. 229 And ifa man have committed 
afin worthy of death, and he be to be put to 
death, and thou hang him on a tree: 23 His 
body fhall not remain all night upon the tree, 


but thou fhalt in any wife bury him that day; 


(for he that is hanged, is accurfed of God) that 
thy land be not defiled, which the Lorp thy 
God giveth thee for an inheritance. 


Here is, Firf, A law for the punifhing of a rebellious fon. 
Having in the former law provided that parents fhould aot de- 
prive their children of their right, it was. fit it fhould next be 
provided that children withdraw not the honour and duty that 
is owing to their parents ; for there is no partiality in the di- 
vine law. ‘ 

[1.] Obferve how the criminal is here defcribed: He is a 
fubborn and a rebellious fon, ver. 18. No child was to fare 
the worfe for the weaknels of his capacity, the flownefs or dull- 
nefs of his underftanding, but for his wilfulnefs and ob{tinacy. 
If he carry himfelf proudly and infolently towards his parents, 
ccontemn their authority, flight their reproofs and admonitions, 
difobey the exprefs commands they give him for his own good, 
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hate to. be reformed by the correétion they give him, fhame 
‘their family, grieve their hearts, wafte their fubftance, and threa- 
ten to ruin their eftate, by riotous living; this is a flublorn and 
rebellious fon. He is particularly fuppofed, yer. 20. to be a 
‘glutton or a drunkard, ‘This intimates either, (1.) That thefe 
‘were fins which his parents did in a particular manner warn 
‘him again{t, and therefore, in thefe inftances, there was a plain 
evidence that. he did not~ obey their voice. Lemuel had this 
charge from-his mother, Prov. xxxt. 4. Note, In the educa- 
_ tion of children ‘great care fhould be taken both to fupprefs all 
diclinations to drunkennefs, and to keep them out of the way 
“of temptations to it. In. order hereunto they fhould be poffef- 
{ed betimes with a dread and: deteftation of that beaftly fin, and 
taught betimes to deny themfelves. Or, (2.) That his being 
a glution and a drunkard was the caufe of his infolence and‘ob- 
‘{tinacy towards his parents. Note, There is nothing that draws 
‘men-into all’ manner’ of wickednefs, and hardens them in it, 
‘more certainly and fatally than drunkennefs doth. When men 
take to drink, they forget the law, they forget all law, (Prov. 
XXxi. ¢.) even-that fundamental law of honouring parents. 
-{2.] How this criminal is to be proceeded againft. His 
own: father and mother are to be his profecutors, ver. 19, 20. 
They might not put him to death themfelves, but they muft 
complain of him’to the elders of the city, and the complaint muft 
needs be made with a fad heart: This owr fon is flubborn and 
rebellious. Note, Thofe that give up themfélves to vice and 
wickednefs, and will not be reclaimed) forfeit their intereft in 


the natural affections of their neare{t relations ; The inftru-- 


ments of their being juftly become the inftruments of their de- 
ftrudtion. The children that forget their duty mult thank 
themfelves, and not blame their parents, if they forget their 
love. And how difficult foever tender parents now find it to 
reconcile themfelves to the juft punifhment of their rebellious 
children, in the day of the revelation of the righteous judge- 
‘ment:of God, ‘all natural affeétion will be fo entirely fwallow- 
ed up in divine love, that they will be very well content to fee 
them damned, becaufe-God will be therein for ever. glorified. 
‘{3.] What judgment is to be executed’ upon him; he matt 
be’ publicly /fomed to death by the men of his city, ver. 21. And 
thus, (1.) The paternal authority was fupported, and God, 
our common Father, fhewed himfelf jealous for it, it being one 
of*the firft-and moft ancient {treams derived from him that is 
the fountain of all power. (2.) This law, if duly executed, 
would early deftroy the wicked of the land, Pfal. ci. 8. and pre- 
vent the fpreading of the gangrene, by cutting off the corrupt 
part betimes: For thofe that were ill members of families would 
never make good members of the commonwealth. (3.) It 
would ftrike an awe upon children, and frighten them into o- 
bedience to their parents, if. they would not otherwife be brought 
to their duty, and kept'init. 4 Sfrael fhall hear. The 
Jews fay, The elders that condemned him were to fend notice 


of it-in writing all the nation over: Ln fuch a court, futh a day. 


we floned fuch a one, becaufe he was a ftubborn and rebellious. fon. 
‘And | have fometimes withed, that asin all our courts there is 
an exact record kept of the condemnation of criminals, in, perpe- 
tuam re: memoriam; fo there might be public and authentic notice 
given in print to the kingdom-of fach condemnations, and the 
executions upon them, by the elders themfelves, ia terrorem, 
that all may hear and fear. 

Secondly, A law for the burying of the bodies of malefactors 
that were hanged, ver. 22,23. The hanging of them by the 
neck till the body was dead was not ied at all among the Jews, 
as with us;- but fuch as were ffoned to death, if it were for 
‘blafphemy, or fome other very execrable crime, it was ufual, by 
order of the judges, to hang up the dead body upon a’ poft for 
fome¢ time, a3 a fpeétacle to the world, to ¢xprefs the ignominy 
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of the crime, ‘and to ftrike the greater terror upom others that they 


might not only sear and fear, but fee and fear. Now it is here 
provided, that whatever time of the day they were thus hung 


‘up, at fur-fet they fhould be taken down and buried, and not 


left to hang out all night: Sufficient (faith the law) 10 fuch @ 
man is this punifoment ; hitherto let it go, but no further: Let 
the malefaétor and his crime be hid in the grave. ; 
Now, (1.) God would thus preferve the honour of human. 
bodies, and the tendernefs towards the worft of criminals. ‘The. 
time of expofing of dead bodies thus is hmited for the fame 
reafon that the number of ftripes was limited by another law, 
lef? thy brother feem vile unto thee. Punifhing beyond death: 
God referves to himfelf; as for man, there is uo mare that he 
can do. Whether therefore the hanging of malefactors in 
chains, and fetting up their heads and quarters, be decent a- 
mong Chriftians that look for the refirrection of the body, may 
perhaps be worth confidering. (2.) Yet it is plain there was 
fomething ceremonial in it. By the law of Mofes the touch _ 
ofa dead body was defiling, and therefore dead bodies mutt not 
be left hanging up in the country, becaufe by the fame rule that 
would defile the land. But, (3.) There is one reafon here 
given, which has reference to Chritt, he that is hanged is accure 


fed of God; i e. it is the higheft degree of difgrace and re+ 


proach that can be done to a man, and proclaims him under 
the curfe of God as much as any external punifhment can. 
They, that fee him thus hang between heaven and earth, will 
conclude him abandoned of both, and unworthy of either; aid 
therefore let him not hang all night, for that will carry it too 
far. Now the apoftle, fhewing how Chrift has redeemed us 


from the curfe of the law, by being himfelf made a curfe for usy., 


illuftrates it by comparing this brand here put on him that was 
hanged ona tree with the death of Chrift, Gal. iti. 13. Mofes- 
in fpirit ufes this phrafe of being accurfed of God, when he: 
means no more than being treated moft ignominiouffy, that it 
might afterwards be applied tothe death of Chrift, and might 
fhew that in it he underwent the curfe of the law for uss. 
which is a great enhancement of his love, and,a great encou- 
ragement to our faith in him. And (as the excellent Bifhep 
Patrick well obferves) this paffage is applied-to the death of 
Chrift, not only becaufe he bare our fins, and was expofcd to _ 
fhame, as thefe malefactors were that were accurfed of God} 
but that he was in the evening taken down from the curfed. 
tree, and buried, (and that by the particular:care of the Jews, ¢ 
with an eye to this law, John xix. 37.) in token that, now the 
guilt was removed, the law was fatisfied, as it was when the | 
malefactor had hanged till fun-fet, it demanded no more. Then 
he ceafed to, be a.curfe, and thofe that are Ais.. And as the 
land of Ifrael was pure and‘clean when the dead body was bu- 
ried, fo the church is wafhed and cleanfed by the complete fa: 
tisfaction which thus Chrift made. iG 
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The laws of this chapier do provide, 1. For the prefervation of’ 
charity and good neighbour/bip in the care of fray or fallex 
cattle, ver. 1,—4. IL. For the prefervation: of order and 
diflindtisn ; that men and women Joould not wear one another’s 
clothes, ver. §.3 and'that other needlefs mixtures /hould be a- 
voided, ver. 9,—11. IIL. For the prefervation of birds,.. 
ver. 6, 7: IV. Of life, ver. 8. V. Of the commandments, 
ver. 12. VI. Of the reputation of a wife abufed, if ‘She were 
innocent, ver. 13,—1953- but for her punifhment,. if guilty, 
ver. 20, 21. VII. For the prefervation: of the chaflity of 
wives, Ver. 22.3 virgins betrothed, ver. 23,—27.3 or not 
betrothed, yer, 28, 29. And, Laftly, Again incef,.. 
ver. 30. eer si mb ed Avian’ 
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¥~HOU fhalt not fee thy brother’s ox or his 
1 _ fheep go aftray, and hide thyfelf from 
‘them: thou {balt in any cafe bring them again 
unto thy brother. 2 And if thy brother de not 
nigh unto thee, or if thou know him not, then 
thou fhalt bring it unto thine own houfe, and 
it fhall be with thee until thy brother feek af- 
ter it, and thou fhalt reftore it to him again. 
3 In like manner fhalt thou do with his afs, and 
fo fhalt thou with his- raiment, and with all 
loft thing of thy brother’s, which he hath loft, 
and thou haft found, fhalt thou do likewife: 
thou mayeit not hide thyfelf.. 4. Thou thalt 
not fee thy brother’s afs or his. ox fall down by 
the way, and hide thyfelf from.them: thou fhalt 
furely help him to lift them up again. 


The kindnefs that was commanded to be fhewn in reference © 


to. an enemy, Exod. xxiii, 4, &c. is here required to. be much 
more done for a neighbour, thovgh he were not an Ifraelite; 
fcr the law is-confonant to natural equity. 
f1.} That ftray cattle thould be brought back either to the 
owner, or to the palture out of which. they had gone altray, ver. 
1, 2.. This muft be done in pity to the very cattle, which 
while they wandered, were expofed; and in civility and refpeét 
to the owner, nay, and in ju/fice to him, for it was doing as we 
would le done by, which is one of the fundamental laws of e- 
quity. Note, Religion teaches us to be neighdourly, and to be 
ready to do all good othices, as we have opportunity, zo all men. 
In doing this, (1.) They mutt not /fick at pains, but if they 
knew who the owner was; mult bring it back themfelves; for 
"if they fhould: only fend notice to.the owner to come and look 


after it himfelf, fome mifchief might befal it ere he could reach ° 


it. (2.) They muft not fick at charge, but if they-khew not 
-who the owner was, mult take it home,’ and feed it till the 
owner was found. If fuch care muft be taken ofa neighbonr’s 
ox or afs going aftray, much mere of himéfelf; if he go aftray 
from God and his duty, we fhould do our utmoft to ccnvert 
him, James vy. 19. and reflore him, confidering ourfelves, Gal. 
pctv I. 
[2.] That Jo? :voods thould be brought to the owner, ver. 3:° 
The Jews fay, He that found. the loft goods was to give public 
notice of them by the common cricr, three or four times, ac- 
cording to the ufage with us; if the owner.could not.be found, 
he that found the goods might convert thenr to his. own ufe ; 
but ({ay-fome learned writers in this cafe) he would: do very 
well to give the value of the goods to the poor... 
[3-.] That cattle in diftrefs fhould be helped, ver. 4. This ; 
muft be done, both in compaflion to the brute-creatures; for 
a merciful man regardeth the life of a beaft, though it be not his 
own; and in love and friendfhip to our neighbour, not: know- 
ing how foon we may have occafion-for his help. If one mem- 
ber may fay to another, J have at prefent no.need of thee, it can-. 
not fay, [ never foal. . 
5 | The woman fhall not. wear: that which 
pertaineth unto a man,. neither fhall aman put: 
- ona.woman’s garments: for all that do fo are 

abomination unto the Lorn thy God.- 6 ¥ If 
a. bird’s neft chance to be: before thee in the 
_ way in any tree, or on the ground, whether 
they be. young ones, or eggs, and the dam fitting , 
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upon the young or upon the eggs, thou fhalt 
not take the dam with the young. | 7 But thou 
fhalt in any wife let the dam go, and take the 
young to thee, that it may be well with thee, 
and ¢hat thou mayeit prolong thy days. 8 & 
When thou buildeft a new houfe, then thoi 
fhalt make a battlement for thy roof, that thou 
bring not blood upon thine houfe, if any man 
fall from thence. 9 7 Thou fhalt not tow thy 
vineyard with divers feeds: left the fruit of 
thy feed which thou haft fown, and the fruit of 
thy vineyard be defiled. 10 4 Thou fhalt not- 
plow with an ox and. an ais together. 114 
Thou. fhalt not weara garment» of divers forts, 
as of woollen and linen together. 12 (Thou: 
fhalt make thee fringes upon the four quar- 
ters of. thy vefture, wherewith thou. covereit:. 


shyfelf. 


Here are feveral laws in thefe verfes which feem*to ftoop 
very low, and to take cognifance of things mean and minute ; 
mens laws commonly do not fo 3. De minimis non curat lex:s 
but becaufe God’s providence extendeth. itfelf to the. fmalleft 
affairs, his precepts do /o, that even in them we may be in the 
fear of the Lord, as we are under his eye and care. And yet 
the fignificancy and tendency of thefe {tatutes which+feem lit- 
tle, is fuch, as that notwith{tanding-them the shings. of God's - 
law, which.he has written tous, are to. be accounted great - 


things. 


[1.] The diftin&ion of fexes by the apparel..is-to be kept ‘ 
up for the prefervation of our own and our neighbour’s chatti- 
ity, vere 5. Nature itfelf teaches that a difference. be made be- 
tween them in their Lair, 1 Cor. xi.-14. and-by the fame ne 
-in their clothes, which therefore ought not. to be confounded, 
either in ordinary wear, or. upon occafion. To befriend a 
lawful efcape or concealment it may be done-; but whether for 
fport,.or in the -a@ting of plays, is juftly queftionable. (1.) _ 
Some think it refers to the idolatrous cuftoms of the Gentiles: - 


_Insthe worthip of Venus women appeared in armour, and men * 
in women’s clothes ; this, as other fuperftitious ufages, is here 


faid-to ‘be an abomination to the Lord. (2.) It forbids the 
confounding of the difpofitions and-affairs of the fexes: Men 
mult not be effeminate, nor do the womens work in the houfe ; 
nor muft women be viragoes, pretend to teach, or ufurp autho- 
(2.) Probably this confounding of 
garments had been ufed to gain opportunity of committing un- 
cleannefs, and.is therefore forbidden: For thofe that. would » 


-be kept from fin, muft keep themfelves from all occafions of : 


it, and approaches:to it. 
» [2.] In-taking a-bird’s neft the. dam muft be-let: go, ver. 65. « 
vt. The Jews fay, this is the lea/ of all the commandments 
of the law. of Mofes ; and yet the fame promife is here made 


_ to the.obfervance of: it, that is made to the keeping of the 
~ fifth commandment; which is one.of the greateft, that it may 
be well with thee, and. that thou mayeft. prolong thy days: For 


-difobedience in a {mall matter fhews a very great contempt of 


“the law, fo obedience in a fmall matter fhews a very great re- 
_ gard to it. 


He that let go. a dird-out of his hand (which was 
worth two-in the bufh) purely becaufe God bid him, in that 
made it to appear that he ¢fcemed all God’s precepts concerning 
all things to be right, and that he could deny himfelf, rather 
than fin againf{ God.—But doth God take care for bird? 
ror, 
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- t Cor. ix. 9. Yes, certainly; and perhaps to this law our 
Saviour alludes, Luke xii. 6. Are not five fparraws fold for 
two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before God? 
‘This law, (1-) Forbids us to be cruel to the brute-creatures, 
or to take a pleafure in deftroying them. ‘Though God has 


made us qwi/er than the fowls of heaven, and given us dominion | 


over them, yet we muft not abufe them, nor rule them with 
rigour. Let go the dam to breed again; deflroy it not, for a 


bleffing is in it, Ma, \xv. 8.—(2.) It teaches us compaflion to; 
thofe of our own kind, and to abhor the thought of every 


thing that looks barbarous, ‘and cruel, and ill-natured; efpe- 


cially towards thofe of the weaker and tenderer fex, which | 


always ought be treated with the utmoft refpect, in confidera- 
tion of the forrows wherein they bring forth children. 


and that the women with child were ripped up, Aros 1. 13.— 
(3.) It further intimates, that we mult not take advantage a- 


gaiuft any, from their natural affeétion and the tendernefs of » 


their difpofition, to do them an injury. The dam could not 
hhave been taken if her concern for her eggs or young (unlike 
to the ofrich) had not detained herupon the neft, when other- 
wife fhe could eafily haye fecvred herfelf by flight. Now fince 
it is a thoufand pities {he fhould fare the -worfe for’ that which 
ds ‘her praife, the law takes care'thatthe shall be de go. ‘The 
remembrance of this may perhapsifome time or other keep us 
from doing a ‘hard \or unkind thing ‘to ‘thofewe have at our 
amercy. 

{3.] In building a hoafe care muft be taken tomake it fafe, 
that none might receive mifchief -by falling from it, ver. 8. 
‘The-roofsiof their :houfes were flat, for people to walk on, as ap- 
pears by many ‘fcriptures ; now left» any through careleffnefs 
fhould fall off them,. they muft compafs them with baislements, 
which (the Jews:fay) omuft be three foot and a half high; if 
this were not done, and mifchief ‘followed, the owner by ‘his 
negleét brought the puilt of blood upon ‘his houfe. See here 
(4.) How precioys mens dives are to God, who proteéts them 
not only:by his providence, but ‘by his law. (2.) How pre- 
cious therefore they ought to be to us, and what care we fhould 
take to prevent hurt from coming to any perfon. * The Jews 
fay, that _by the equity of this law they were obliged (and fo 
are we too)'to fence or remove every thing by which ‘life may 
‘be endangered,.as:to cover draw-wells, keep bridges in repair, 
and the dike, Jeft.if any perifh through our omiffion their blood 
be required at our hand. 

{4-] Odd mixtures are here ‘forbidden, ver. 8, ‘9, 10. 
Much :of this ;we met with before, Lev xix. 1g. There ap- 
pears not any: thing at-all \of moral evil in thefe things, ‘and 
therefore: we now make -no ‘confcience of fowing wheat and rye 
together, ploughing with’harfesand oxen together, and’of wear- 
ing linfey-woolfey garments; ‘but hereby is “forbidden ‘€ither, 
(1.) A conformity ‘to fome idolatrous cuftoms of the heathen. 
Or, (2.) That which is contrary to ‘the plainnefs and purity 
of an Ifraclite. They muft not pratify their own vanity aad 
curiofity, ‘by putting thofe ‘things together. which the Creator 

"in infinite wifdom had made afunder: ‘They muft not be-wne- 
gually yoked with unbelievers, nor mingle themfelves with the 
unclean, as.a0 ox with anvafs. ‘Nor muft their ‘profeflion and 
appearance in the world ‘be motley, vor party-coloured, “but all of 
a piece, all of askind. 

[.5.] The Jaw concerning fringes upon their garments, and 
memorandums of :the commandments, which:we had before 
Numb. xv. 78, 39.:is here repeated, ver..12. By thefe they 
were diftinguifhed from other:people, fothat it might be faid 
pon the firft fight, “here goes an Dfraclite ; which taught 
them not'to te afhamed of ‘their ‘country, ‘or the peculiarities 
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fpoken of as an inftance of the moft inhuman cruelty, that the 
mother was dafbed to pieces upon her children, Hol. x. 14.5 | 
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of their religion, how much foever their. neighbours looked 
upon them and éf with contempt; and they were alfo put in 
mind of the precepts, upon the particular oceafions to which. 
they had reference: And perhaps this law is repeated here, 
becaufe the precepts immediately foregoing feemed fo minute, 
that they were in danger of being overlooked and forgotten. 


-The fringes will mind you not tomake your garments of linen 
_ and woollen. alee 


13 {If any man take a wife, and goin unto 
her, and hate her, 14 And give oceafion of 
fpeech again{t her, and bring up an evil name 
upon her, and fay, I took this woman, and when 
I came to her, I found her not a maid: 15 Then 
fhall the father of the damfel, and her mother, 
take and bring forth the tokens of the damfel’s 
virginity unto the elders of the city in the gate. 
16 And the damfel’s father fhall fay unto the 
elders, I gave my daughter unto this man to 
wife, and he hateth her, 17 And lo, he hath 
given occafions of {peech againft ber, faying, I 


found not thy daughter a maid; and yet thefe. 


ave the tokens of my daughter's virginity: and 
they fhall fpread the cloth before the elders of 
the city. 18 And the elders of that city fhall 
take that man and chaftife him. 19 And they 
fhall amerce him in an hundred /hekels of fil- 
ver, and give ¢hem unto the father of the dam- 
fel, becaufe he hath brought up an evil name 
upon a virgin of Irael: and fhe fball be his 
wife, he may not put her away all his days. 
20 But ‘if this thing be true, and the tokens 
of virginity be not found for the damfel: az 
Then they fhall bring out the damfel, to the 


door of her father’s houfe, and the men of her 


city fhall ftone her with ftones that fhe die: be- 
caufe fhe hath wrought folly in Hrael, to play 
the whore im her father’s houfe: fo fhalt thou 
put evil away from among you. 229 1f a 
man be found lying with a woman married to 
an hufband, then they fhall both of them die, 
both the man that lay with the woman, and the 
woman: fo fhalt thou put away evil from Lfrael. 
23 4 if adamfel that is a virgin be betrothed 
unto an. hufband, and a man find her in the 


city, and lie with her: 24 Then ye {hall bring 


them both out into the gate of that city, and 
ye fhall fone them with {tones that they die; 
the damfel, becaufe fhe cried not, being in the 


city; and the man, becaufe he ‘hath humbled’ 


his neighbour’s wife: fo thou fhalt put away 
evil from among you. 25 4 But if aman find 


a betrothed damfel in the field, and the man — 


force her, and lie with her ; then the man only 
that lay with her fhall die. 26 But unto the 
damfel thou fhalt do nothing, there is in the 

; damiel 


? 


‘es Sep ee 


damiel no fin qworthy of deeth: for. as when a 
man rifeth againft his neighbour, and flayeth 
him, even fo zs this matter. 27 For he found 
her in the field, and the betrothed damfel cried, 
and zhere was none to fave her. 28 qi a 
man find a damfel that is a virgin, which is not 
betrothed, anid lay hold on her, and he with 
her, and they be found: 29 Then the man that 
lay with her, fhall give unto the damfel’s father 
fifty /bekels of filver, and the fhall be his wife; 
becaufe he hath humbled her, he may not put 
her away all his days. 30 {7 A man fhall not 
take his father’s wite, “nor difcover his father’s 
fkirt. | 


 Thefe laws relate to the feventh commandment, laying a 
reftraint by laying a penalty upon thele je/bly luis which war 
ayainft the foul. 

{1.] Ifa man lufteth after another woman, to get rid of 
his wife, flander her, and falfely accufe her, as not having the 
virginity fhe pretended to when he married her, upon the dif 
proof of his flander he mnft be punifhed, ver. 13-19. What 
the meaning of that evidence is, by which the hufband’s accu- 
fation was to be proved falfe, the learned are not agreed, nor 
18 it at all néceflary to inquire; they for whom this law. was in- 
tended no doubt underftdod it; it is fufficient for us to know, 
that this wicked hufband; who had thus endeavoured to ruin 
the reputation of his own wife,-was to be fcourged and fined, 
and bound up from ever divorcing the wife he had thus abu- 
fed, ver. 18, 19. Upon bis diflike of her he might have di- 
vorced her if he had pleafed, by the permifhon of the law, chap.. 
Xxvi. 1. but then he muft have given her her dowry : Tf there- 
fore to fave that, and to do her the greater mifchief, he would 
thus put her into an ill name, it was fit he fhould be feverely 
punifhed for it, and for ever after lofe the benefit of the per- 
miffion of a divorce. Obferve, (1.) The nearer any are in 
relation to us, the greater fin it is to belie them, and blemifh 
their reputation. It is fpoken of as a crime of the higheft na- 


ture to flander their own mother’s fon, (Pfal. 1. 20.) who 


next to thyfelf, much more to flander thine own wife, nor 
_ thine’own hufband, that is ¢hy/elf. It is an ill bird indeed that 
defiles its own neft. (2.) Chaftity is honour as. well as virtue 5 
and that which gives occafion for the fufpicion of it is as great 
a reproach and difgrace as any other whatfoever-: In this mat- 
ter therefore, above any thing, we fhould be highly tender both 
of ovr own good mame and others. (3.) Parents muft look 
upon themfelves as concerned to vindicate the reputation of 
their children, for itis a branch of their own. 

[2.] if the woman that was married a virgin were not 
Sound fo, the was to be floned to death at her father’s door, ver. 
20; 21. Ifthe uncleannefs was committed before fhe was be- 
trothed, it would not have been pumifhed as a capital crime ; 
but fhe timft die for the abufe fhe put upon him.whom the 
married, being confcious to herfelf of her being defiled, while 
fhe made him believe her to be a chafte and modeft woman. 
But fomie think her uncleannefs was punifhed with death only 
in cafe it was committed after the was betrothed; fuppofing 
there were few come to maturity but what were betrothed, 
thongh not yet married. Now, (1.) This gave a mighty 
powerful caution to young women to flee fornication; {ince 
however concealed before, fo as not to marr their marriage, it 
would very likely be difcovered after to their perpetual infamy, 
and utter ruin. (2.) It is intimated to parents that they muft 
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; man, they were both to be put to death, ver. 22. 
! we had before, Lev. xx. ro. 


, neighbour, and flayeth him, even-fo is this matter. 
_ of allufion to this, fee what we are todo when Satan {ets upom 
us with-his temptations ;, wherever we are, let us cry aloud.to 
: heaven for help, (Succurre Domine, vim patior,)’and there we. 
may be fure to be heard>and anfwered, as. Paul was, AZy grace: 


is fafficient for thee. 
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by all means poflible preferve their children’s chaftity, by gi- 
| ving them good advice and admonition, fetting them good exs 


amples, keeping theny from ill company, praying for them, and 


| laying them under needful reftraints ; becaufe if the children 
| committed lewdnefs, the parents mu(t have the grief and fhame 


of the execution at their own door. "Phat phrafe of folly wrought 


| in Lfrael, was vied concerning this very crime im the cafe of 
+ Dinah; Gen. xxxiv. 4. 
| ly; but above all, uncleannefs ia Jfrael, by profeflion a holy 


All fin is folly, uncleannefs cf{pecial- 


eople. 

[3.] If any man, fingle or married, lay with a married woe 
This law 
For.a married man-to lie with: 
a fingle woman was not a crime of fo high a nature, nor was 


| it puaifhed with death, becaufe not introducing a fpurious 


brood into families under the character of legitimate children. 
[4.] Ifa damfel were: defrothed, andnot married, fhe Was 


’ from under the eye of her intended -hufband, and: therefore: 
_ fhe and her chaftity were taken under the fpecial prote€tion of 


the law. (1-) Hf ber chaftity were violated by Her’own Con- 
fent, fhe was to be put to death, and» her adulterer with her,, 


, Ver. 23, 24.3 and it fhall be prefumed fhe confenter’, if if were 
| done ia the city, or in any place where, had fhe cried out, help- 
/ might fpeedily, have come in to: prevent’ the injury offered her. 


Qui tacit confeatire wideturs Note, Tt may be prefamed that 
thofe. willingly yield to @ temptation (whatever they pretend) 
who will not ule the helps and means they might be turailhed 
with to avoid and overcome it. Nay, her being found im the 
city, a place of company and. diverfion, when fhe fhould have 
kept under the protection of her father’s howe, was an ‘evidence 


. again{t her, that fhe had not that dread: of the fin, aad the dan- 


ger of it, which became a modef{t woman. | Note, They thas 


“ needlefsly expofe themfelves to temptation, juftly fuffer for the 
’ fame, if ere they ate aware they be furprifed, and caught by 
} it. Dinah loft her honour to gratify her curiofity with a-fighte 
of the daughters of the land.—By this law the virgin Mary was 


in danger of being made a public example, that is,* of being //o« 


) ned to death, but that God by an. angel cleared’ the matter te 


Joféph. (2.) If the were forced. and: never confented, he that 
committed the rape was to be put to death, but. the damfel 
was to be acquitted, ver, 25.27. Now if it were done in’ 


: the field, out of the hearing of neighbours, it fhall be prefu- 


med that fhe cried out, but.there was none io:fave her: and bé- 


' fides, her going into the field, a place of folitude, did? not fo 
} much expofe her.—Now,. by this law, it is intimated to us, 


4. That we fhall foffer only for the wickednefs we: do, not for 
that which is done untovus. That is nd fin. which: has not 
more or lefs.of the will in it. 2. That we muft prefime the 
beft concerning all perfons, unlefs the contrary dé appear 5 not 
only charity, but equity, teaches us to do fo. ‘Fhough none 
heard. her. cry, yet becaufe mone could’ hear it if fhe did, it 
fhall:be taken for granted.that fhe did. This rule we fhould 
go by in judging of perfons and actions, believe all things, and 
hope all things.. 3.'That.our chaftity: fhould. be-as dear to us 
as our life; when: that.is aflaulted, it is not at all imptoper to» 
cry Murder,. murder; for as ewhen. a: man rifeth againff his 


4. By way. 


(5. ] tha damfel not betrothed’ be thus-abufed by violence, he: 


» that abufed’ her fhould: be fined,. the. father fhould have: the: 


fine ; and if he and the damfel. did confent,, He fhould' be 


‘bound to marry her, and never to divorce. her, how: much: fo-: 
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ever fhe was below him, and how unpleafing foever fhe might 
afterwards be to him; as ‘Tamar was to Amnon after he had 
forced her, ver. 28, 29. This was to deter men from fuch 
vicious practices, which it is a./bame that we are necefjitated to 
read and write of. 

[6.] The law againft a man’s marrying his fathers widow, 
or haying any undue familiarity with his father’s wife, is here 
repeated, ver. 30. from Lev. xviii. 8. And probably-it is in- 
tended (as Bifhop Patrick notes) for a fhort memorandum to 
them, carefully to obferve all the laws there made againft in- 
ceftuous marriages ; this being inftanced in, which is the moft 
deteftable of all; it is that of which the apoftle faith, J¢ és not 
fo much as named.among the Gentiles, 1 Cor. v. 1- 


‘CH .A*P. “XXIII. 

“The laws of this chapter do provide, 1. For the preferving 
of the purity and honour of the families of Ifrael, by ex- 
cluding fuck as would ‘be a difgrace to them, ver. 1,—8. 
Il. For the preferving of she purity and honour of the 
camp of Irael when wt was abroad, ver.9,—14. ILI. 
_For the encouraging and entertaining of deferters, ver.15, 
16. IV. Againft{ whoredom, ver. 17,18. V. Againft 
ujury, ver. 19, 20. WI. Againfi breach of vows, ver. 21, 
23. VII. What liberty a man might take in his neigh- 
bour’s field and vineyard, and what not, ver. 24, 25. 


E that is wounded in the ftones, or hath 
Ht — his privy member cut off, fhall not enter 
into the congregation of the Lorp. 2A baf- 


tard fhall not enter into the congregation of the’ 


Lorp: even to his tenth generation fhall he 
not enter into the congregation of the Lorp. 3 
An Ammonite or Moabite fhall not enter into 
the congregation of the Lorn; even to their 
tenth generation fhall they not enter into the 
congregation of the Lorp for ever: 4 Becaufe 
they met you not with bread and with water 
in the way, when ye came forth out of Egypt; 
and becaufe they hired againft thee Balaam the 


fon of Beor of Pethor of Mefopotamia, to curfe | 


thee. 5 Neverthelefs, the Lorp thy God would 
not hearken unto Balaam: but the Lorp thy 
God turned the curfe into a bleffing ‘unto thee, 
becaufe the Lorp thy God loved thee. 6 Thou 
fhalt not feek their peace, nor their profperity 
all thy days forever. 7 4 Thou fhalt not ab- 
hor an Edomite, for he zs thy brother: thou 
fhalt not abhor an Egyptian, becaufe thou watt 
a ftrangerin his land. 8 The children that are 
begotten of them, fhall enter into the congre- 
gation of the Lorp, in their third generation. 


Interpreters are not agreed what is hear meant by entering 
anto the congregation of the Lord, which is forbidden to ev- 
nuchs and to baftards, Ammonites and Moabites, for ever, but 
to Edomites and Egyptians only till the third generation. _ 1. 
Some think they are hereby excluded from communicating 
with the people of God in their religious fervices ; though eu- 
nuchs-and baftards were owned as membérs of the church, 
and the Ammonites and Moabites might be circumcifed and 
profelyted to the Jewith religion, yet they and their families 
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mutt lie for fome ‘time under marks of difgrace, remembering ~ 


cy 
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the rock whence they were hewn, and mult not come fo near 
the fan@tuary as others might, nor have fo free a communion _ 
with Ifraélites.—2. Others think they are hereby excluded - 
from bearing office in the congregation: None of thefe muft 
be elders orejudges, left the honour of the magiftracy fhould 
thereby be flained. 3. ‘Others think they are excluded only 
from marrying with Ifraelites. Thus the learned Bifhop Pa- 
trick inclines to underftand it; yet we find that when this law 
was put in execution after the captivity, they feparated from 
Hrael not only the frange wives, but all the mixed multitude. 
See Neh. xiii. 1, 2, 3. . With the daughters of thefe nations, 
(though not of the nations of Canaan,) it fhould feem the 
men of Ifrael might marry, if they were completely profelyted 
to the Jewifh religion; but with the men of thefe nations the 
daughters of Ifrael might not marry ; nor could they be nafu- 
ralized, except as here excepted. 
It is plain, in general, that difgrace is here put, [t.] Upon . 
baflards and eunuchs, ver. 1, 2. By baftards here the Jewith , 
writers underftand, not all that were born of fornication, or out’ 
of marriage, but all that were of thofe ince/fluous mixtures which 
are forbidden, Lev. xviii. And though it was not the fault of 
the iffue, yet to deter people from thofe unlawful marriages 
and ualawful luffs, it was very convenient that their pofterity’ 
fhould thus be made tnfamous.—By this rule Jephtha, though 
the fon of a harlot, a flrange woman, (Judg.xi. 1, 2-) yet was 
not a daflard in the fenfe of this law. And for the eunuchs, 
though-by this law they feemed to be caft out of the vineyard’ 
as dry trees, which they complain of, Ifa. lvi. 3. yet it is there’ 
promifed, ver. 5. that if they took care of their duty to God, 
fo far as they were admitted, by keeping his fabbaths, ‘and chu- 
Sing the things that pleafed him, the want of this privilege fhould: 
be made up to them with fuch fpiritual bleflings as would enti- 
tle them to an everlafting name. - 
[2.] Upon Ammonites and Moabites, the pofterity ef Lot, 
who for his outward convenience had feparated himfelf from’ 
Abraham, Gen. xiii, 11.: and we do not find that he or his* 
ever joined themfelves again to the children of the covenant. 
—They are here cut off to the tenth generation, that is, (as 
fome think it is explained) for ever. Compare Neh. xiii. 1.° 
The reafon of this quarrel Ifrael muft have with them, fo as 
not to feek their peace, ver. 6. is, becaufe of the unkindnefles 
they had now lately done to the camp of Ifrael, notwithftand-’ 
ing the orders God had given not to diflre/s or vex them, ° 
Deut. ii. 9,19. (1.) It was bad enough that they did not: 
meet them with bread and water in the way, ver. 4. that they 
did not, as allies, or at leaft as neutral ftates, bring vi€tuals in- 
to their camp, which they fhould have been duly paid for. 
It was well God’s Irael did notneed their kindnefs ; God 
himfelf following them with bread and water: However this 
omiffion of the Ammonites fhould be remembered againft their 
nation in future ages. Note, Ged will certainly reckon not 
only with thofe that oppofe his people, but with thofe that 
do not help and further them, when it is in the power of their 
hand todo it. ‘The-charge at the great day is for an omiffion; 
I was hungry, and ye gave me no meat.—(2.) The Moabites 
had done worfe, they hired Balaam to curfe them, ver. 
4. Itis true, God turned the curfe into a bleffing, ver. 53 


_ not only changing the word in Balaam’s mouth, but making — 


that really to turn to the honour and advantage of Ifrael which. 
was defigned for their ruin. But though the defign was de-' 
feated and over-ruled for good, the Moabites wickednef$ was’ 
not the lefs provoking. God will deal with finners, not only ac-’ 
cording to their deeds, but according to their endeavours, Pfal. 
XXVIll. 4s ena 
[3-] The Edomites and Egyptians have not fo much mark 

ay 


« 


~ edge of valour ; guilt makes. men cowards. 
| their lives in their hands are concerned to make and keep their 
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of difpleafare put upon them, as the Moabites and Ammonites 
had. 
children fhould be looked upon as members of the congrega- 
tion of the Lord to all intents and purpofes, ver. 7,8. We 
fhould think the Edomites had been more injurious to Ifrael 
than the Ammonites, and deferved as little favour from them, 
Numb. xx. 20; and yet thou /halt not abhor an Edomite, as 
thou muft an Ammonite for he is thy brother. Note, The un- 
kindneffes of near relations, though by many ‘worfe taken, 
yet fhould with us, for, that reafon, becaufe of the relation be 
Sift forgiven. And then, as to the Egyptians, here is a ftrange 
reafon given why they muft not be abhorred, thou waft a ftran- 
ger in their land: and therefore, though hardly ‘ufed there, be 
civil to them, for old acquaintance fake. ‘They muft not re- 
member. their bondage in Egypt for the keeping up of any ill- 
will to the Egyptians, but only for the magnifying of God’s 
power and goodnefs in their deliverance. 


9 &| When the hoft goeth forth againft thine: 


enemies, then keep thee from every wicked 
thing. 104 If there be among you any man that 
is not clean, by reafon of uncleannefs that chan- 


ceth him by night, then fhall he go abroad out: 


of the camp, he fhall not come within the camp. 


-11 But it fhall be when evening cometh on, 


he fhall wath himfe/f with water: and when 
the fun is down, he fhall come into the camp 
again... 124 Thou fhalt have a place alfo with- 
out the-camp, whither thou fhalt go forth abroad# 
13 And thou fhalt have a paddle upon thy wea- 
pon: and it fhall be when thou wilt eafe thy- 
felf abrcead, thou fhalt dig therewith, and fhalt 


turn back and cover that which cometh -from 


thee. 14.For the Lorp thy God walketh in 
the midft of thy camp, to deliver thee, and to 
give up thine enemies before thee:. therefore 
fhall thy camp:be holy, that he fee no unclean 
thing in thee, and turn away from thee. 


Ifrael was now encamped, and this vaft army was juft en- 


tering upon action, which was likely to keep them together 
for a.long time, and therefore it was fit to give them particu- 
lar directions for-the good ordering of their camp.’ And the 
charge is in one word. to Jeclean. They muft take care to 
keep their camp pure from moral, ceremonial, and natural pol- 
Jution. E 

[1.] From moral pollution, ver. 9. When the hoft goes forth 
againft thine enemy, then look upon thyfelf as in a {pecial man- 
ner engaged to keep thyfelf from every evil thing. (1.) The 
foldiers themfelves mult take heed of fin, for fin takes off the 
They that» put 


peace with God, and preferve confcience void of offence; then 
may they look death in the face without terror. Soldiers in 
executing their commiflion mult £eep them/elves from gratifying 
the Jufts of malice, covetoufnefs, or uncleannefs, for thofe are 
wicked things ; mult keep themfelves from the idols, or aceurfed 
things, they found in the camps they plundered. (2.) Even 
they that tarried at home, the body of the people, and every 
particular perfon, mutt, at that time efpecially, keep from every 
awicked thing, left they provoke God. to withdraw his prefence 
from the hoft, and give viétory to the enemy for the correcting 
MOL. J 
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If an Edomite or Egyptian turned profelyte, his grand- | 
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of his own people. Times of war fhould be times of reforma- 


tion, elfe’ how can we expect God fhould hear and anfwer our 
prayers’ for fuccefs? Pfal. Ixvi. 18.. See 1 Sam. vil. 3. 

2.] From ceremonial pollution, which befel a man in the 
night againft his will, for which he was, bound to qwa/h his flefo 
in water, and look upon himfelf as unclean until the even, Leve 
xv, 16. Afoldier, notwithftanding the conftant-fervice and. ° 
duty he had todo in the camp, mult be fo far from looking upon 


himfelf as difcharged from the obfervance of that ceremony, that 


more was required ofhim then than at another time: Had he 
been.at his own houfe, he needed only to wafh his fefos but 
being in the army, he mult go abroad out of the camp, as one 
concerned to keep it pure, and afhamed of his own impurity, 
and not return till after fun-fet, ver. 10, 11. By this trouble 
and reproach, which even involuntary pollutions expofed men 


to, they were taught to'keep up a very great dread of all flefh- 


ly lufts. It were well if military men would confider this. 
[3.]. From natural pollution: ‘They muft ‘go out of the 
camp to eafe- nature, and muft take care to cover their excre- 
ments, ver. 12,'13,; 14. It is ftrange that the divine law, or 
at leaft the folemn order and direétion of Mofes, fhould extend 
to a thing ofthis nature's: but the defign of jt was to teach 
them; »(1-) Modefly, and a good decorum: Nature itfelf 
teaches)men ‘thus’ tp°diftinguifh themfelves from beafts that 
know no fhame. (2.) Gleankinefs and (though not. nicenefs, 
yet) neatnefs, even in their camp: Natftinefs is offenfive to the 
fenfes God has endued us with, prejudicial to the health, a 
wrong to the comfort of human life, and an evidence of a care- 
lefs, flothful, temper of . mind. Purity from the pollutions of ~ 
fin: If there muft be this care taken to preferve the body 


| clean and fweet, much more fhould we be folicitous to keep the 


mind fo. (4.) A reverence of the Divine Majefty. This is - 
the reafon here given, for the Lord thy God walketh by his 
ark, the fpecial token of his prefence, ia the midft of thy camp ; 
with refpect to that external fymbol this external purity is re- 
quired, which (though not infifted.on in the letter when that — 
reafon ceafed, yet) teacheth us to preferve inward purity of 
foul in confideration of the eye of God, which is always updn 
us. By this expreffion of re/ped to the prefence of God among 
them, they were taught both to fortify themfelves againft fin, 
and to encourage themfelves again{t their enemies with the con- 
fideration of that prefence. (5.) A regard one to another. 


' The filthinefs of one is noifom to many; this law of cleanli- 
' nefs therefore teaches us not to do that which will be juftly of- 


fenfive to our brethren, and grieve them. It is a law again{t nui- 
fances. ts Shs 38 


15 4 Thou fhalt not deliver unto his mafter,- 
the fervant which is efcaped from his mafter 
unto thee. 16 He fhall dwell with thee, even 
among you, in that place which he fhall choofe ; 
in one of thy gates where it liketh him beft : 
thou fhalt not opprefs him. 17 @ There thall 
be no whore of the daughters of Ifrael, nor a So- 
domite of the fons of Ifrael. 18 Thou fhalt 
not bring the hire of a whore, or the price of a 
dog, into the houfe of the Lorp thy God for 
any vow: for even both thefe are abomination 
unto the Lorn thy God. » 19 FY Thou fhalt not 
lend upon ufury to thy brother; ufury of mo- 
ney, ulury of victuals, ufury of any thing that 
is lent upon ulury. 20. Unto a ftranger thou 


é 


* 


mayeft lend upon ufury ; but unto thy brother 


4N thou 


a 
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thou fhalt not lend upon ufury ; that the Lorp 
thy God may blefs thee in all that thou fetteft 
thine hand to, in the land whither thou goelt to 
poilefs it. 21 % When thou fhalt vow a vow 
unto the Lorn thy God, thou fhalt not flack to 
pay it: for the Lorp thy God will furely re- 
quire it of thee; and it would be fin in thee. 
22 But if thou fhalt forbear to vow, it fhall be 
no fin in thee. 23 That which is gone out of 
thy lips, thou fhalt keep and perform; even 
a free will-offering, according as thou hait vow- 
ed unto the Lorp thy God, which thou hatft 
promifed with thy mouth. 24 Y When thou 
comeft into thy neighbour’s vineyard, then thou 
mayeft eat grapes thy fill, at thine own plea- 
fure ; but thou fhalt not put any in thy vefiel. 
25 When thou comeft into the ftanding-corn 
of thy neighbours, then thou mayeft pluck the 
ears with thine hand: but thou fhalt not move 
a fickle unto thy neighbout’s ftanding-corn. 


Orders are here given about five feveral things, which have 
no relation one to another. 

-[1-] The land of Ifrael is here made a fanétuary or city of 
xefuge for fervants that were wronged and abufed by their ma- 
fters, and fled thither for fhelter from the neighbouring conn- 
tries, ver. 15,16. We cannot fuppofe that they were hereby 
obliged to give entertainment to all the rogues that outrun 
their fervices. I frael needed not (as Rome at firft did) to be 
thus peopled. But, (1.) They muft not deliver up the tremb- 
ling fervant to his enraged matter, till, upon trial it appeared 
that the fervant had wronged his mafter, and was juftly liable 
to punifhment. Note, lt is an honourable thing to fhelter and 
proteét the weak, provided they be not wicked. God doth 
allow his people thould patronize the opprefied.. The angel 
bid Hagar return to her miftreft, and St Paul feat Onefimus 
back to his mafter Philemon, becaufe they had neither of them 
any caufe to go away, nor were either of them in any danger 
in returning. But the fervant here is fuppofed to e/cape, i.e. 
to run for his life to the people of Ifrael, of whom he had 
heard (as Benhadad of the kings of Ifrael, 1 Kings xx. 31.) 

-that they were a mercifud people, to fave himfelf from the fury 
of a tyrant ; and in that cafe, to deliver him up, is to throw a 
lamb into the mouth of a lion. (2.) If it appeared that the 

, fervant was abufed, they muft not only protect him, but, fup- 
pofing him willing to embrace their religion, they muft give 
him all the encouragement that might be to-fettle among them. 
Care is taken, both that he fhould not be impofed upon in the 
place of his fettlement ; let it be that which he shall chufe, and 
where it liketh him beft ; and that he fhould not exchange one 
hard matter for many ; thou /balt not oppre/s him. ‘Vhus would 
he foon find a comfortable difference between the land of Ifrael 
and other lands, and would chufe it to be his reft for ever. 
Note, Profelytes and converts to the truth fhould be treated 
with particular tendernefs, that they may not be in temptation 
to return. 

f2.] The Jand of Hrael muft be no fhelter for the unclean; 
no whore, no Sodomite, mut be fuffered to live among them, 
ver. 17, 18.3 neither a whore, nor a whoremonger. No 
houfes of uncleannefs muft be kept either by men or women. 

Here is, (1.) A good reafon intimated why there fhould be 
vo fuch wickednefs tolerated among them, they were Hracl- 
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ites: That therefore feems to have an emphafis laid upon it: 
For a daughter of I/rael to be a whore, or a fon of Ifrael a 
whoremafter, is to reproach the ftock they are come of, the 
people they belong to, and the God they worfhip. It is bad 
in any, but worft in Ifraclites, a holy nation, 2 Sam, xiti, 126 
(2.) A juft mark of difpleafure put upon this wickednefs; that 
the hire of a whore, i. e. the money fhe gets by her whoring, 
and the price of a dog, i. e. of the Sodomite, pimp, or whore- 
mafter, (fo I incline to underftand it, for fuch are called. dogs, 
Rev. xxii. 15.) the money he gets by his lewd and villainous: 
practice, no part of it fhould be brought inte the houfe of the 
Lord (as was commonly done by the proftitutes among the 
Gentiles) for any vow. This intimates, 1/2, That God would 
not accept of any offering at all from fuch wicked people; they 
had nothing to bring an offering of but what they got by 
theix wickednefs ; and therefore their /acrifice could not but 
be an abomination to the Lord, Prov. xv. 8. 2d/y, That they 
fhould not think, by making and’ paying vows, and bringing 
offerings to the Lord, to obtain leave to go on in this fin, as 
(it fhould feem) fome that followed that trade fuggefted to 
themfelves, when their offerings were admitted, Prov. vii. £4, 
15. Fhis day have I paid my vows, therefore came I forth to 
meet thee. Nothing fhould be accepted in commutation of pe- 
nance. 3dly, That we cannot honour God with our fubftance, 
unlefs it be honeftly and honourably come by. It mutt not 
only be confidered what we give, but how we got it. God 
hates rolbery for burnt-offerings, and uncleannefs too. ve 
[3.] The matter of ufury is here fettled, ver. 19, 20. (1.) 
They muft not lend upon ufury to an Hfraelite. They had 
and held their eftates immediately from and under God, who, 
while he diftinguithed them from all other people, might have 
ordered, had he fo pleafed, that. they fhould have all things ix 
common among themfelves; but, inftead of that, and in token 


_of their joint interef? in the good land he had given them, he 


only appointed them, as there was occafion, to lend to one a- 
nother cuithout iatereft ; which, among them, would be little or 
no lofs to the lender, becaufe their land was fo divided, their 
eftates fo fettled, and there was fo little of merchandife among 
them, that it-was feldom or ever that they had occafion ta 
borrow any great fums, but only for the fubfiftence of their fa~ 
milies, when the fruits of their ground had met with any dif 
after, or the like; and, in fuch a cafe, for a fimall matter, to - 
infilt upon ufury, would have been very barbarous. Where 
the borrower gets, or hopes to get, it is juft the lender fhould 
fhare in the gain; but to him that borrows for his neceflary 
food, pity muft be fhewed ; and we mutt /end, hoping for no- 
thing again, if we have wherewithal to do it, Luke vi. 35. (2.) 
They might lend to a ranger upon ufury, who was fuppofed 
to live by trade, and (as we fay) by turning the penny, and 
therefore got by what he borrowed, and came among them in 
hopes te do fo. By this it appears, that ufury is not, in itllf, 
oppreffive, for they mult not opprefs a Aranger, and yet might: 
exad usury from him. 

[4.] The performance of the vows wherewith we have 


- bound our fouls is here required, and it is a branch of the law 


of nature, ver. 21, 22, 23. (1.) We are here left at our li- 
berty whether we will make vaqws or no. If thou JSoalt forbear 
to vow (fome particular facrifice and offering, more than was” 
commanded by the law) it fall be no fin to thee. God had 
already fignified his readinefs to accept a free-will-offering thus 
vowed, though it were but a little fine flour, Lev. ti. 4, &Fe. 
which was encouragement enough to thofe who were fo. in- 


| choed. But left the prieft, who had the largeft fhare of thofe 


vows and voluntary offerings, fhould /punge upon the people, 
by prefing it upoa them as their duty to make fach vows, be- 
yond their ability and inclination, they are hereby exprefsly- 

: . told 


, 


ee 
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told it fhould not be reckoned a fiz in them if they did not 
make any fuch vows, as it would be if they omitted any of the 
facrifices that God had particularly reguired; for (as Bifhop 
Patrick well expreffeth it) God would have men to be ea/y in 


 _ his fervice, and all their offerings to be free and chearful. (2.) 


We are here laid under the higheft obligations, when we have 
made a vow, to perform it, and to perform it {peedily : Thou 
thalt not flack to pay it, for fear, left if it be delayed beyond 
the firft opportunity, the zeal abate, the vow be forgotten, or 
fomething happen to difable thee for the performance of it.— 


. That which 1s gone out of thy lips,as a folemn and deliberate 


vow, mutt not be recalled, but hou /halt keep and perform it 
punctually and fully. The rule of the golpel goes fomewhat 
further than this, 2 Cor, ix. 7. Every man according as he pur- 
pofeth-in his heart, though it have not gone out’ of his lips, /o 
let him give. Hereis a good reafon why we fhould pay our 
vows, that if we do not, God will require it of us, will fure- 
ly and feverely reckon with us, not only for lying, but for go- 
ing about to mock him who cannot be mocked. See Eccl. vit. 
A> 5 

ee Allowance is here given, when they paffed through a 
corn-field, or a vineyard, to pluck and eat of the corn or grapes 
that grew by the road-fide, whether it was done for neceflity 
or delight, only they muft carry none away with them, ver. 
24, 25.; therefore the difciples were not cenfured for plucking 
the ears of corn, it was well enough known that the law al- 
lowed it, but for doing it on the /abbath-day, which the tradi- 
tion of the elders had forbidden.—Now, (1.) This law inti- 
mated to them what great plenty of corn and wine they fhould 
have in Canaan, fo much, that a little would not be miffed out 


of their fruits: They fhould have enough for themfelves and 


all their friends. (2.) It provided for the fupport of poor 
travellers, to relieve the fatigue of their journies, and teaches us 
to be kind to fuch. The Jews fay, this care was chiefly in- 
tended in favour of labourers, who were employed in gather- 


_ing in their harveft and vintages ; their mouths muft not be 


muzzled, no more than that of the ox when he treads out the 
corn. (3.) It teacheth us not to infift upon property in a 
mall matter, of which it is eafy to fay, What is that between 
thee and me? It was true, the grapes which the paffenger eat 
were none of his own, nor did the proprietor give them him, 


- but the thing was of fo fmall value, that he had reafon to think, 
- were he prefent, he would not deny them him, no more than 
~ he himfelf would grudge the like courtefy; and therefore it 


was no theft to take them. (4.) It ufed them to hoffpitality, 
and teacheth us to be ready to diftribute, willing to communi- 
cate, and not to think every thing loft that is given away. 
Yet, Laftly, It forbids us to abufe the kindnefs of our friends, 
and to take the advantage, from fair conceflions, to make un- 
reafonable encroachments: We muft not draw an e// from 
thofe that give but an inch. 'They may eat of their neighbours 
grapes, but it doth not therefore follow that they may carry 
them away. 

: CH A Pe XXIV, 

In this chapter we have, 1. The toleration of divorce, ver. 
1,—4. IL. 4 difcharge of new married men’ from the 
war, ver. 5. III. Laws concerning pledges, ver. 6, 10, 

13. and 14.: IV., Ageing? man-fealing, ver.4. V. 
Concerning the leprofy, ver. 8, 6. Vi. Agunft the inzu/- 

_ tice of maffers towards. their Jervants, ver. 4, 15.5 judges 
in capital caufes, ver. 16.3 and civil concerns, ver. 17; 
18. VII. Of charity to the poor, ver. 19,—22. 


%% 7HEN a man hath taken a wife and mar- 
ried her, and it come to pafs that fhe find 
no favour in his eyes, becaufe he hath found 


¢ 
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fome uncleannefs in her: then let him write her 
a bill of divorcement, and give 7# in her hand, 
and fend her out of his houfe. 2 And when 
the is departed out of his houfe, fhe may go 
and be another man’s wife. 3 And ifthe lat- 
ter hufband hate-her, and write her a bill of 
divorcement, and giveth zt in her hand, and 
fendeth her out of his houfe; or if the latter 
hufband die, which took her to be his wife; 4 
Her former hufband which fent her away, may 
not take her again to be his wife, after-that fhe 
is defiled; for that zs. abomination before the 
Lorp, and thou fhalt not caufe the land to fin, 
which the Lorp thy God giveth thee for an 
inheritance. . 


This is that permiflion which the Pharifees erroneoufly re- 
ferted to as a precept, Mat. xix. 7. Mofes commanded to give 
a writing of divorcement. It was not fo; our Saviour told. 
them he only /wfered it becaufe of the hardnefs of their hearts, 
left, if they had not had liberty to. divorce their wives, they 
fhould have ruled them with rigour, and, it may be, been the 
death of them. It is probable that divorces were in ufe be- 
fore, they are taken for granted Lev. xxi. 14. and Mofes 
thought it needful here to give fome rules concerning them. 

{1.] That a man might not divorce his wife unlefs he found 
Some uncleanne/s in her, ver..1. It was not fufficient to fay he 
did not like her, or that he liked another better, but he muft 
thew caufe for his diflike, fomething that made her difagreea- 
ble and unpleafant to him, though it might not make her fo to 
another. ‘This uncleanpefs muft mean fomething lefs than adul- 

tery, for for that fhe. was to die ; and than the fufpicion of it, 
for, in that cafe, he might gtve her the waters of jealoufy : 
But it means either a light carriage, or a crofs forward difpo- 
fition, or fome lothfome fore or difeafe ; nay, fome of the Jew- 
ifh writers fuppofe a ftinking breath might be a jult ground for 
divorce. Whatever is meant by it, doubtlefs it is fomething 
confiderable, fo that their modern doétors were out, who al- 
lowed divorce for every caufe, though ever fo trivial, Mat. 

“RIK. 3. 

[2.] That it muft be done, not-by word of mouth, for that 
might be fpoken haftily, but by writing, and that put in due 
form, and folemnly declared before witnefles to be his own act 
and deed, which was a work of time, and left room for confi- 
deration, that it might hot be done rafhly. 

[3.] That the hufband muft give it into the hand of his 
wife and fend her away, which fome think obligeth him to en- 
dow her, and make provifion for her according to her quality, 
and fuch as might help to marry her again; and good reafon, 
fince the caufe of quarrel was not her fault, but infelicity. 

[4.] That, being divorced, it was lawful for her to marry 
another hufband, ver. 2. The divorce had diffolved the bond 
of marriage as effectually as death could, fo that the was as frve 
to marry again, as if her firft hufband had been naturally dead. 

[5.] That if her fecond hufband (died or) divorced her, 
then {till fhe might marry a third, her firft hufband thould ne- 
ver take her again, (ver. 3, 4.) which he might have done if 
fhe had not married another ; for, by that act of her own fhe 
had perfectly renounced him for ever, and, as to him, was look- 
ed upon as defiled, though not as to another perfon.’ "UHe 

Jewith writers fay, this was to prevent a molt vile and wicked 
pradtice which the Egyptians had, of changing wives. Or 
perhaps it was intended to prevent inens rafhnefs in putting a- 
4N2 way 
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way their wives ;: for the wife that was divorced would be apt, 
in revenge, to,marry another prefently ; and perhaps the huf- 
band that divarced her, how. much foever he thought to mend 
himfelf by another choice, would find the next worfe, and 
fomething in her more difagreeable ; fo that he would with for 
his firft. wife again: No, (faith this law,) you fhall not have 
her ; you fhould have kept her when you had her. Note, It 
is beft to be content with fuch things as “we have, fince chan- 
ges made by difcontent often prove for the worfe. The unea- 
finefs we know is commonly better, though we are apt to think 
it worfe, than that which we do not know.—By the ftritnefs 
of the law God illuftrates the riches of his grace, in his will- 

~ingnefs to be reconciled to his people that had gone a-whoring 
from him, Jer. iii, 1. Thou haf played the harlot with many 
lovers, yet return again to me; tor his thoughts and ways are 
above ours. 


5 4 When a man hath taken a new wife, he 
fhall not go out to war, neither fhall he be char- 
ged with any bufinefs: du¢ he fhall be free at 
home ,one year, and fhall cheer up his wife 
which he hath taken. 6 4 No man fhall take 
the nether or the upper milftone to pledge: for 
he taketh a man’s life topledge. 7 Ifa man 
be found ftealing any of his brethren of the 
children of Ifrael, and maketh merchandife of 
him, or felleth him; then that thief fhall die, 
and thou fhalt put evil away from among you. 
8 Gf ‘Take heed, in. the plague of leprofy, ‘that 
thou obferve diligently, and do according to all 
that the priefts the Levites fhall teach you: as 

-T commanded them, /o ye fhall obferve to do. 
g Remember what the Lorp thy God did unto 


Miriam by the way, after that ye were come , 


forth out of Egypt. 10 When thou doeft 
lend thy brother any thing, thou fhalt not go 
into his houfe to fetch his pledge. 11 Thou 
fhalt ftand abroad, and the man to whom thou 
doft lend fhall bring out the pledge abroad un- 
to thee. 12 And if the man de poor, thou fhalt 
not fleep with his pledge. 13 In any cafe thou 
fhalt deliver him the pledge again when the 
fun goeth down, that he may fleep in his own 
raiment, and blefs thee: and it fhall be righte- 
ouinefs unto thee before the Lorp thy God. 


Here is, [1.] Provifion made for the prefervation and con- - 


firmation of love between new married people, ver. 5. This 
fitly follows upon the Jaws concerning divorce, which would 
be prevented if their affection to each other were well fettled 
at firft. If the hufband were much abroad from his wife the 
firft year, his love to her would be in danger of cooling, and of 
being drawn afide to others he would meet with abroad ; there- 
fore his fervice to.his country in war, embaflies, or other pub 
lic bufinefs that would call him-from home, fhall be difpenfed 
with, that 4e may cheer up the wife which he has taken. Note, 
1. Itis of great confequence that love be kept up between 
hufband and wife, and that.every thing be very carefully avoid- 
ed which might make them dtrange one to another, efpecially 
at firft; for, in that relation, where there is not the /ove that 
feould be, there is an inlet ready to. abundance. of guilt and 
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_ judgment. 


_ for the fecuring of money lent. 


griefi. 2. One of the duties of that relation, is to cheer up 
one another under the cares and crofles that happen, as help- 


/ ers-of each other’s joy ; for a chearful heart doth good like a 


medicine. ma wales Pear 

[2.] A law againft man/flealing, ver.'7. It was not death, 
by the law of Mofes, to fteal cattle or goods; but to fteal a 
child, or a weak and fimple man, or one that a man had in his 
power, and to make merchandife of him, this was a capital crime 
and could not be expiated, as other thefts, by reftitution ; fo 
much is a man better than afheep, Mat. xii. 12. It was a ve- 
ty heinous,offence ; for, (1.) It was robbing the public of one 
of its members. (2.) It was taking away a man’s liberty, the 
liberty of a free-born Ifraelite, which was next in value to his 
life. (3.) It was driving a man out from the inheritance of 
the land, to the privileges of which he was entitled, and bid- 
ding him go ferve other gods; as David complains againft Saul, 
I Sam. xXxvi. TQ. 

[3-] A memorandum concerning the leprofy, ver. 8, 9. 
(1.) The laws concerning it muft be carefully obferved: The 
laws concerning it we had, Lev. xiii. 14.3 they are here faid 
to be commanded to the prie/ls and Levites, and therefore are 
not repeated in a difcourfe to the people; but the people are 
here charged, in cafe. of leprofy, to app/y themfelves to the 


far as it agreed with the law, and the plain matter of fact. 
The plague of leprofy being ufually a particular mark of God’s 
difpleafure for fin, he in whom the figns of it did appear, ought 
not to conceal it, or cut out the figns of it, or apply himfelf to 
the phyfician for relief, but he mult .go to the prieft, and fol- 
low his direftions. Thus they that feel their,confciences un- 
der guilt and wrath muft not cover it, or endeavour to fhake 
off their convictions, but by repentance, and prayer, and hum- 
ble confeflion, take the appointed way to peace and pardons 
(2.) The particular cafe of Miriam, who was {mitten with 
leprofy for quarreling with Mofes, muft not be forgotten. Is 
was an explication of the law concerning the leprofy. Re- 
member that, and, 1. Take heed of finning after the fimili- 
tude of her tranfgreflion, by defpifing dominions, and peaking 
evil of dignities, \eft you thereby bring upon yourfelves the fame 
2. If any of you be {mitten with a leprofy, expec 
not that the law fhould be difpenfed with, nor think it hard 


filter of Mofes, was not exempted, but was forced to fubmis 


buke.. Thus, fince David, Hezekiah, Peter, and other great 
men, when they had finned, humbled themfelves, and took to 


ciled upon eafier terms. 

{4.] Some neceflary orders given about pledges or pawns, 
They are not forbidden to 
take fuch fecurities, which would fave the lender from lofs, 
and oblige the borrower to be honeft; but, (1.).They mutt 
not take the mi//one for a pledge, ver. 6 for with that they. 
grinded the corn that was to be bread for their families; or, if 


of which a man was in danger of being undone. 


that no man be diftrained by the utenfils or inftruments of his 
trade or profeflion, as the ax of a carpenter, or the books of a 


{cholar, nor bealts belonging to the plough, as long as there 


are other beafts, of which dittrefs may be made. (Cook, 1 Jn. 


fol. 47.) "This teaches us to confult the comfort and fubfilt-- 
ence of others as much as our own advantage. That creditor - 
who. cares not. though. his debtor and his family ftanye, nor=s . 

i ate 
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prieft, according to the law, and to abide by his judgment, fo _ 


to be fhut out of the camp, and fo made a fpectacle: There | 
is no remedy, Miriam herfelf, though a prophetefs, and the ~ 


to this fevere difcipline, when fhe was under this divine re-. 


themfelves the fhame and grief, let not us expeét to be recon- 


it were a public mill, with it the miller got his livelihood ; and. 
{o it forbids the taking of any thing for a pledge, by the want. 
Confonant: 
to this isthe ancient common law of England, which provides, _ 


Chap, XXIV. 


at all concerned what becomes of them, fo he may but get his 
, money, or fecure it, goes contrary not’ only to the law of 
Chrift, bat even ‘to the law of Mofes too. (2.) They muft 
not go into the borrower’s houfe to fetch the pledge, but mutt 
ftand without, and he muft bring it, ver. 10, 11. The bor- 
rower, (faith Solomon,) is fervant to the lender’; therefore, 
left the lender fhould abufe the advantage he has again{ft him, 
and make a hand.of it for himfelf, it is provided, that he take 
not what he pleafes, but what the borrower can beft fpare. A 
man’s houfe is his caftle, even the poor man’s houfe is fo, and 
is here taken under the protection of the law. (3.) That a 
poor man’s bed-clothes fhould never be taken for a pledge, 
ver. 12, 13. ‘This we had before, Exod. xxii. 26, 27. If 
they were taken in the morning, they muft be brought back a- 
gain at night, which is, in effe@, to fay, they muft not be ta- 
ken at all: Let the poor debtor flecp in his awn raiment, and 
blefs thee, i. e» pray for thee, and praife God for thy kindnefs 
_ to him. 
fible than commonly they are) of the goodnefs of thofe credi- 
tors that do not take all the advantage of the law again{t them, 
and to repay their kindneffes by their prayers for them, when 
they are not in a capacity of repaying it any other way. Nay, 
thou fhalt not only have the prayers and good withes of thy 
poor brother, but i /hall be rightcoufne/s to thee before the Lord 
thy Gods i. e. it fhall be accepted and rewarded as an att of 
mercy to thy brother, and obedience. to thy God, and an evi- 
dence of thy fincere conformity to the lay. ‘Though it may 
be looked upon by men as an act of weaknefs to deliver up the 
fecurities thou haft for thy debt ; yet it fhall be looked upon, 
by thy God, as an act of goodnefs, which fhall in no wife lofe 
its reward. . 


y 14.9 Thow thalt not opprefs an hired fervant 
that is poor. and needy, whether be be of thy 
brethren, or of thy ftrangers that are in. thy 
land: within thy gates. 315 At his day: thou 
thalt, give him his hire, neither fhall the fun go 
down upon it, for he 7s poor, and fetteth his 
heart upon it: left he cry againft thee unto the 
-Lorp, and it be finuntothee. 16 The fathers 
fhall not be put to death for the children, nei- 
- ther fhall the children be put to death for the 

fathers: evéry: man fhall be put to death for 

his own fin. 17 4 Thou fhalt not pervert the 
judgment of the ftranger, nor of the fatherlets, 
nor take a widow’s raiment to pledge. 18 But 
thou fhalt remember that thou waft a bond-man 
in Egypt, and the Lorp thy God. redeemed 
thee thence: therefore I-command thee to: do 
this thing. 19 $ When thou cutteft. down 

thine harveft in thy field, and haft forgot a 

fheafin the field, thou fhalt not go again to 

fetch it: it fhall be for the ftranger, for the fa- 
therlefs, and for the widow: that the Lorn thy 

God: may blefs thee in: all-the work of thine 

hands. 20-When thou beateft thine olive-tree 

thou fhalt not go over the boughs again: it fhall 
be for the ftranger, for the fatherlefs, and for 
the widow. 21 When thou gathereft the grapes 
of thy vineyard, thou shalt. not glean i¢ after. 
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Note, Poor debtors ought to be fenfible (more fen- , 


- to do fo. 
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ward: it fhall be for the firanger, for the fa-. 
therlefs, and for the widow. 22 And thou fhalt 
remember that thou waft a bond-man in the 
land of Egypt: therefore I command thee to 
do this thing. 


Here, [1.] Matters are commanded to be juft to their poor 
fervants, ver. 14,15. (1.) They muft not oppre/s them, ei- 
ther by overloading them with work, giving them undue and 
unreafonable rebukes, or with-holding from them fitting main- 
tenance. A fervant, though a /franger to the commonwealth 
of Ifrael, muft not be abufed, for then wajf? a Londian in the 
land where thou waft a ftranger, ver. 1%. and thou knoweft 
what a grievous thing it is to be oppreffed by a ta/2-majler ; 
and therefore, in tendernefs to thofe that are fervants and 
{trangers, and in gratitude to that God who fet thee at liberty, 
and fettled thee in a country of thy own, thou /halt not opprefs 
a fervant.. Let not mafters be tyrants to their fervants, for 
their Moafter is in heaven. See Job xxxi. 13. (2.) They 
mutt be faithful and punétual in paying them their wages 3 af 
his day thou fhalt give him his hire 3 not only pay it him in full, 
without fraud, bat pay it in time, without further delay. As 
foon as he -has done his day’s work, if he defire it, let him 
have his day’s wages, as thofe labourers, Mat. xx. 8. when 
even was come. He that works by day-wages is fuppofed to 
live from hand to mouth, and cannot have to-morrow’s bread’ 
for his family till he is paid for this day’s labour. If the wages 
be with-held, 1. It will be grief to the fervant, for, poor man! 
he fets his heart upon it,. or, as.the word is, he lifts up his foul 
to it; he.is earncftly defirdus of it, as the reward of his work, 
Job vii. 2. and depends upon it, as the gift of God’s providence,- 
for the maintenance of his family. A compaflionate mafter, 
though it fhould be fomewhat inconvenient to-himfelf, would 
not baulk the expe@ation of a poor fervant that is fo fond to 
think of receiving his wages. But that is not the worft. 2. 
Tt-will be guilt to the mafter: The injured fervant will cry a- 
gainft thee to the Lord; fince he has no ‘one elfe to appeal to, 
he will lodge. his appeal im the court of heaven, and it will be- 


_ fin ta thee: Or, if he do not complain, the caufe will fpeak for 


itfelf, the hire of the labourer, which is hept back by fraud, will 
itfelf cry, James v. 4. - It is a greater fm than moft people 
think it is, and will be found fo in the great day, to put hard- 
fhips upon ‘poor fervants, labourers, and workmen, that we em- - 
ploy. God will do them right if men do not. 

{2.] Magiftrates and judges are commanded to be juft in 
their adminiltrations. (1.) In thofe which we call pleas of 
the crown, a {tanding rule is here giyen, that the fathers hall 
not be put to death for the children, nor the children for the fa~ 
thers, ver. 16.. If the*children make themfelves obnoxious to. 
the law, let them fuffer for it; but let not the parents either 
fuffer for them or with them. Itis grief enough to them to fee 
their children fuffer. If the parents be guilty, let them die 
for their own fin; but though God, the foyereign Lord of 
life, fometimes vifit the iniquity of .the fathers upon the chil- 
dren, efpecially the fin of. idolatry, and when he deals with 

. Nations in their national capacity, yet he doth not allow men 
Accordingly we-find Amaziah fparing the children 
even then when the fathers were put to death for killing the 
king, z Kings xiv. 6.. It was in an extraordinary cafe, and 
-no doubt by fpecial direétion from heaven, that Saul’s fons 
_ were put to death for .his offence, and. they died rather as fa- 
crifices than as malefactors, 2 Sam. xxi. 9, 14. (2.) In com- 
mon pleas between party and party, great care muft be taken » 
that none, whofe caufe was juft, fhould fare the worfe for their» 
weakpefs, nor for their being deftitute of friends, as fPrangers, . 
‘ ; Satherlefrz 
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_fatherlefs, and widows, ver. 17. Thou fbalt not pervert their 
judgment, nor force them to give their very raiment for a pledge, 
by defrauding them of their right. Judges muft be advocates 
for thofe that cannot {peak for themfelves, and have no friends 
‘to {peak for them. 

[3-] The rich are commanded to be kind and charitable 
‘to the poor. Many ways they are ordered to be fo by the law 

-of Mofes. The particular inftance of charity here prefcribed 
is, that they fhould not be greedy in gathering in their corn, 
-and grapes, and olives, fo as to be afraid of leaving any behind 
them, but be willing to overlook fome, and let the poor have 
the gleanings, ver. 19,22. (1.) Say not, It is all my own, 
‘and why fhould not I have it? But learn a generous contempt 
of property in fmall matters. One fheaf or two forgotten will 
‘make thee never the poorer at the year’s end, and it will do 
fomebody good if thou have it not. (2.) Say not, What I give, 
J will give, and know who I give it to; why fhould I leave 
“it to be gathered by I know not who, that will never thank 
‘me? But truft God’s providence with the difpofal of thy cha- 
sity, perhaps that will direct it to the moft nece/fitous : or, thou 
mayeft reafonably think it will come to the hands of the moft 
anduftrious, that are forward to feek and gather that which this 
Jaw provides for them. (3-) Say not, What fhould the poor 
-do with grapes and olives? it is enough for them to have bread 
and water: For fince they have the fame fenfes that the rich 
shave, why fhould not they have fome little {hare of the delights 
of fenfe ? Boaz ordered handfuls of corn to be left on. purpofe 
for Ruth, and God bleffed him. All that is left is not loft. 


COOH ASPs ae: F 
Elere is, 1. A law to moderate the [courging of malefaGors, ver. 
i,—3. IL 4 law in favour of the ox that treads out the 
corn, ver. 4. III. For the di/gracing of him that refufed to 
marry his brother’s widow, ver. §.—10. ‘LV. For the pu- 
nifbment of an immodeft woman, veri 11,12. WV. For juft 
weights and meafures, ver. 13;—16. VI. For the deftroy- 

ing of Amalek, ver. 17,—10. 
qF there be a controverfy between men, and 

they come unto judgement, that the judges 
may judge them, then they {hall juftify the 
righteous, and condemn the wicked. 2 And 
it fhall be, if the wicked man de worthy to be 
beaten, that the judge fhall caufe him to lie 
down, and to be beaten before his face, accord- 
ing to his fault, by a-certain number. 3 Forty 
Rripes ye may give him, and not exceed: lett 
if he fhould exceed, and beat him above thefe 
with many ftripes, then thy brother fhould feem 
vile untothee, 44 Thou fhalt not muzzle the 
ox when he treadeth out the corn. 

Here is, [1.] A dire&tion to the judges in fcourging male- 
factors, ver. 1, 2, 3. (4.) It is here fuppofed, that if'a man 
be charged with a crime, the accufer and the actufed (ador 
and reus/ fhould be brought face to face before the judges, and 
the controverfy may be determined. (2.) {fa man were accu- 
fed of a crime, and the proof fell hort, fo that the charge could 
mot be made out againft him by the evidence, then he was to 
be acquitted; thou thalt ju/lify the righteous, i. e. him that, ap- 
pears to the court to be fo. If the accufation be proved, then 
the conviction of the accufed is a juftification of the accufer as 
righteous in the profecution. (3.) If the accufed were found 
guilty, judgment muft be given again{t him; thou fhalt comdema 
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the wicked ; for to ju/ify the wicked, is as much an abomination 
to the Lord, as it is to condemn the righteous, Prov. xvii. 15. 
(4.) If the crime were not made capital by the law, then the 
criminal muft be deaten. A great many precepts we have met 
with which have not any particular penalty annexed to them, 
“the violation of moft of which the coni{tant practice of the Jews 
was to punifh by {courging, from which no perfon’s rank or 
quality did exempt him, if he were a delinquent; but with 
this provifo, that he fhould never be upbraided with it, nor 
fhould it be Jooked upon as leaving any mark of infamy or dil- 
grace upon him. ‘The direétions here given for the fcourging 
of criminals are, 1, That it be done folemnly ; not tumultuoufly 
through the ftreets, but in open court, before the judge’s face, 
and with fo much deliberation as that the ftripes might be 
numbered. ‘The Jews fay, While execution was in doing, the 
chief juftice of the court read, with a loud voice, Deut. xxviit. 
58, 59. and Deut. xxix. g. and concluded with thofe words, 


» Plal. Ixxviit. 38. But he, being full of compaffion, forgave their 


iniguity. Thus it was made a fort of a religious a&t, and fo much 
the more likely to reform the offender himfelf, and to be a 
warning to others. 2d/y, That it be done in proportion to the 
crime, according to his fault, that fome crimes might appear, as 
they are, more heinous than others, the criminal being Jeaten 
avith many firipes, to which perhaps there is an allufion, Luke’ 
xii. 47, 48. 3dly, That how great foever the crimes were, 
the number of {tripes fhould never exceed forty, ver. 3.5 forty 
fave one was the common ufage, as appears 2 Core i 2h eee 
feems they always gave Paul as many ftripes as ever they gave 
to any malefactor whatfoever. They abated one, either for 
fear of having mifcounted, (though one of the judges was ap- 
pointed to number the {tripes) or becaufe they would never go 
to the utmoft rigour, or becaufe the execution was ufually done 
with a whip of three lafhes, fo that thirteen ftripes, (each one 
being counted for three) made up thirty-nine ; but one more, 
by that reckoning, would have been forty-two. ‘The reafon 
given for this is, /eff thy brother fhould feem vile unto thee. He 
mutt {till be looked upon as-a@ brother, (2 Theff. iti. 15.) and 
his reputation as fuch was preferved by this merciful limitation 
of his punifhment. It faves him from /eeming vi/e to his bre- 
thren when God himfelf by his law takes this care of him. 
Men mutt not be treated as dogs, nor mutt thofe feem vile in — 
our fight, to whom, for ought we know, God may yet give grace _ 
to make them precious in his fight. 

[2.] A. charge to hufbandmen not to hinder their cattle 
from eating when they were working, if meat were within their 
reach, ver. 4. This inftance of the beaft that trode out the _ 
corn (to which there is an allufion in that of the prophet, Hof. 
x. 11.) is put for other the like. That which makes this law 
very remarkable above its fellows, (and which countenances 
the like application of other fuch laws,) is, that it is twice quo- 
ted in the New Teftament, to fhew that it is the duty of the 
people to give their minifters a comfortable maintenance, r Cor. 
ix..g, 10. and 1 Tim. v.17, 18. It teacheth us, in the let- 
ter of it, to make much of the brute-creatures that ferve us, and 
to alléw them not only the neceffary fupport of this life, but 
the advantages of their labour. And thus we muft learn not 
only to be juft, but kind, to all that are employed for our good; 
not only to maintain, but to encourage them; efpecially thofe. 
that labour among us in the word and dodrine, and fo are em- 
ployed for the good of our better part. ) 


5 Ff brethren dwell together, and one of 
them die and have no child, the wife of the 


~dead fhall not marry without unto:a ftranger: 


her hufband’s brother fhall go in unto her, and 
take 
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take her.to him to wife, and perform the duty 
of an hufband’s brother unto her. 6 And it 
fhall be, ¢#at the firit-born which fhe beareth, 


. fhall fucceed in the name of his brother which 


zs dead, that his name be not put out of Urael. 
4 And if the man like not to take his brother’s 
wife, then let his brother’s wife go up tothe 
gate unto the elders, and fay, My hutband’s 
brother refufeth to raife up unto his brother a 
name in Ifrael, he will not perform the duty of 
my hufband’s brother. 8 Then the eldeis of 
his city fhall call him, and fpeak unto him: and 
if he ftand to zt, and fay, I like not to take her: 
-g, Then fhall his brother’s wife come unto him 
an the prefénce of the elders, and loofe his thoe 
~from off his foot, and fpit in his face, and thall 


anfwer and fay, So fhall it.be done unto that | 


man that will not build up his brother’s houte. 
to And his name fhall be called in Ifrael, The 
-houfe of him that hath his fhoe loofed. 11 
€ When men ftrive together one with another, 
and the wife of the one draweth near fwr to de- 
liver her hufband out of the hand of him that 
{miteth him, and putteth forth her hand, and 
taketh him by the fecrets: 12 Then thou thalt 
eut off her hand, thine eye fhall not pity ber. 


Here is, [r.] The law fettled concerning the marrying of | 
L, gree. 
| to all virtue and honour, 
| in. part excufe it; it was to help her hufband out of the.hands 


a brother’s widow. ° It appears by the ftory of Judzh’s fami- 
ly, that-this had been an ancient ufage, Gen. xxxvut. 8. for 
the keeping up of diftin@ families. The cafe put is a cafe that 
often happens, of a man’s dying without iflue, it may be in the 
prime of his time, foon after his marriage, and while his bre- 
thren were yet fo young as to be unmarried. Now in this 
cafe, (1.) The widow was not to marry again into any other 
family, unlefs all the relations of her hufband did refu/e der, 
that the eftate fhe was endowed with might not be alienated. 


. (2.) The hufband’s brother, or next of kin, muft marry her ; 


partly. with refpe@ to. her, who haying forgotten her own peo- 
ple and her father’s houfe, fhould have all poflible kindnefs 
fhewed her by the family into which fhe was married; and 
partly with refpect to the deceafed hufband, that though he was 
dead and gone, he might not be forgotten nor loft out of the 
genealogies of his tribes; for the firft-born child, which the 
brother or next kinfman fhould have by the widow, fhould be. 
denominated from him that was dead, and entered in the ge- 
nealogy as his child, ver. 5,6. Under that difpenfatioa we 
have reafon to think men had not fo clear and certain a.pro- 
fpect of Living themfelves on the other fide death as we. have 
now, to whom /ife and immortality are brought to light by the 
gofpel ; and therefore they could not but be the more defirous 
to hve in their pofterity; which indecent defire was in fome 
meafure gratified by this law, an expedient being found out, 
that though aman had no child-by his wife, yet his name /hould 
not be put out of Lfeael, 1. €. out of the pedigree, or, which was 
equivalent, remain there under the brand of childleffne/s.. The 
Sadducees put a cafe to our Saviour upon this law, with 
a defign to perplex the dogtrine of the refurrecion by it, Mat. 
Xxil. 24, &c. perhaps infinuating that there. was no need of . 
“maintaining the immortality of the foul and a future ftate, fince 
the law had fo well provided for the perpetuating of mens naincs » 
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| fhould grow to an excefs unbecoming the fex, here is a very 
- fevere, but jult law, to punith impudence and immodelty. (1.)- 
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and families in the world. But, (3.) If the brother or nex: 
of kin declined to do this good office to the memory of him 
that was gone, what muft be done in that cafe? Why, 1. He 
fhall not be compelled to-do it, ver..7. If he /ike her not, he 
is at his hberty to refufe her ; which fome think was not per- 
mitted in this cafe before the law of Mofes. Affeétion is al/ 
in all to the comfort of that relation; that is a thing which 
cannot be forced, and therefore the relation fhould not be for-- 
ced without it. 2. Yet he fhall be publicly di/graced’ for not 
doing it. ‘The widow, as the perfon moft concerned for the 
name and honour of the deceafed, was to complain to the el- 
ders of his refufal : If he perfift in it, the was to pluck of his 
Jooe, and [pit in his face, in open court, (Or, as the Jewish doc- 
tors moderate it, fpit before his face,) thus to faften a mark of 
infamy upon him, which was to flick to his family after him, 
ver. 8,10, Note, Thofe juftly-fuffer in their own reputa- 
tion who. do notedo. what they ought to preferve the name and. 
honour of others. He that would not. build up his. brother's 
houfe, deferved to have this blemifh put upon his own, that it 
fhould be called, The houfe of him that had his fooe loofed, im- 
token that he deferved to go barefoot. In the cafe of Ruth, 


| we find this laft executed, Ruth iv. 7. only becaufe, upon the 
| refulal of the wext kinfman, there was another ready to perform 

| the duty of an hufband’s brother, it was that other that plucked © 
| off the foor, and not the widow; Boaz, and not Ruth. 


f2.} A law for the punifhing of an immodeft woman, ver. 
11, 12. The woman that by the foregoing law was tu coms 


| plain againft her hufband’s brother for not marrying her, and 


to {pit im his face before the elders, had need of a very good 
But, left the confidence which that law fupported 


The inftance of it is confeffedly fcandalous to the higheft de- 
A woman could not do it, unlefs fhe was perfectly loft 
(2.) The occafion is fuch as might 


of one that was too hard for him. Now, if the doing of it in- 


| @ paflion, and with fuch a good intention, was to be fo feverely 


punithed, much more when it was done wantonly, and in luft. . > 


| ¢3.) Fhe punifhment was, that ber band-was to.be cut off ; and: 
| the magiftrates mult not pretend: to be more merciful than God,.. 


thine eye foall not pity her. Perhaps our Saviour alludes to this 
Jaw when he commands us to cut off the right hand that offends : 


| ‘ws, Or is an occafion of fin to us. Better put the greateft hard- 


fhips that. can be upon the body than. ruin the foul for ever. . 
Modefty is the hedge of chaftity, and therefore ought to be. ye—- 
ry carefully preferved and kept up by both fexes.. 


13 ¥. Thou fhalt not. have in thy bag divers». 


weights, a great and.afmall.. 14.Thou fhalt 


not have in thine houfe divers meatures, a great 
and f{mall. 15 But thou fhalt have a.perfect 
and juft weight, a perfeét:and juft meafure fhalt 
thou have: that thy days.may.be lengthened : 


| in the land which the~ Lorn thy:God:¢iveth: 


thee. 16 For all that do fuch things, and all: 
that do unrighteoufly, are an abomination unto» 


| the Lorp thy God.. 17:4, Remember what A-. 


malek.did unto thee by the way, when ye were 
come forthout of Egypt: 18 How he met thee by. 
the way, and fmote the hindmoft:of thee, even» 
all that were feeble behind thee, when thou 
wa/i faint and weary ;.and he feared not-God. 

| 19 ‘Therefore : 
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‘19 Therefore it fhall be, when the Lorp thy. 


God hath given thee reft from all thine ene- 
mies round about, in the land which the Lorp 
thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to pof- 
fefs it, that thou fhalt blot out the remembrance 
of Amalek from under heaven; thou fhalt nat 
forget it. 


Here is, [1.] A law againft deceitful weights and meafures. 
They muft not only not ufe them, but they muft not have them, 
not have them in the bag, not have them in the houfe, ver. 3, 
‘14.3 for if they had them, they would be ftrongly tempted to 
ufe them. They muft not have a great weight and meafure to 
buy by, and a {mall one to fell by, for that was to cheat both 
ways, when either was bad enough ; as we read of thofe that 


made the ephah fmall in which they meafured the corn they | 


fold, and the /hekel great by which they weighed the money 
they received for it, Amos vii. 5. But thow fhalt have a per- 
fe and ivf weight, ver. 15. ‘That which is the rule of juftice 
mutt itfelf b 

This had been taken care of before, Lev. xix. 35, 36. This 
law is enforced with two very good reafons; (1.) ‘That juf- 
tice and equity will bring down upon us the blefling of God. 
The way to have our days lengthened, and to profper, is to be 
juft and fair in all our dealings: Honefly is the bef policy. (2.) 
That fraud and injuftice will expofe us to the curfe af God, 
ver. 16. Not only unrighteoufnefs itfelf, but all that do un- 
righteoufly, are an abomination to the Lord; and, miferable is 
that man that.is abhorred by his Maker. How hateful par- 
ticularly all the arts of deceit are to God, Solomon feveral times 
obferves, Prov. xi. 1.—XxX..10, 23.3 and the apoftle tells us, that 
the Lord is the avenger of all fuch as over-reach and defraud 
in any matter, 1’Thelf. iv. 6. eae 

[2.] A law for the rooting out of Amalek. Here is a juft 
weight, -and a juft meafure; that as Amalek had meafured to 
Ifrael, fo it fhould be meafured to Amalek again. 

(1.) The mifchief Amalek did to Ifrael muft be here re- 
membered, ver. 17, 18. When it was firft done, it was or- 
dered to be recorded, Exod. xvii. 14,—16.; and here the re- 
membrance of it to be preferved, not in perfonal revenge, for 
the generation that fuffered by the Amalekites was gone; fo 
that thefe which now lived, and their polterity, could not have 
any perfonal refentment of the injury, but in a zeal for the glo- 
ry of God, which was infulted by the Amalekites, that throne 
of the Lord againft which the hand of Amalek was ftretched 
out. The carriage of the Amalekites towards Ifrael is here 
reprefented. iff, As very bafe and difingennous. They had 
no occafion at all to quarrel with Ifrael, nor did they give them 
any notice by a manifefto, or declaration of war, but took them 
at an advantage, when they were newly come out: of the houfe 
of bondage, and, for ought appeared to them, were only going 
to facrifice to God in the wilderne/s. 2dly, As very barbarous 
and cruel, for they /mote them that were feeble, whom they fhould 
have fuccoured.. The greateft cowards are commonly the moft 
cruel, while thofe that have the courage of a man will have the 
compaflion of aman. 3d/y, As very impious and profane, they 
feared not God. If they had any reverence for the majefty 
of the God of Ifrael, which they faw a token of in the cloud, 
or any dread of his wrath, which they lately heard the power 
of over Pharaoh, they durft not have made this affault upon 
Ifrael. Well, “here was the ground of the quarrel; and it 
thews how God takes what is done againft his people as done 
againft him; and that he will particularly reckon with thofe 
that difcourage and hinder young beginners in religion, that 
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(as Satan’s agents) fet upon the weak and feeble, either to dix 


vert them, or to difquiet them, and offend his Atle ones. 
(2.) This mifchief muft in due time be revenged, ver. 19. 
When their wars were finifhed, by which they were to fettle 


their kingdom, and enlarge their coaft, then they muft make ~~ 


war upon Amalek, ver. 14.5 not merely to chafe them, but ta 
confume them, to blot out the remembrance of Amalek. It was 
an inftance of God’s- patience that he deferred the vengeance 
fo long, which fhould have led the Amalekites to repentance ;- 
yet an inftance of the depth of the refentment, that the pofterity 
of Amalek fo long after were deftroyed for the mifchief done 
by their anceftors to the Ifrael of God; that all the world may 
fee, and fay, that he who toucheth them toucheth the apple of his 
eye. It was near four hundred years after this that Saul was 
ordered to put this fentence in execution, 1 Sam. xv.; and was 
rejected of God, becaufe he did not do it effectually, but {pared 
fome of that devoted nation ; in contempt not only of the par- 


ticular orders he received from Samuel, but of this general come , 


mand here given by Mofes, which he could not be ignorant 
of. David afterwards made fome deftru€tion of them, and 
the Simeonites in Hezekiah’s time {mote the reff that remain- 
ed, 1 Chron. iv. 43.; for when God judgeth he will overcome, 


CvuHsAYPe SxVIe, 


With this chapter Mofes concludes the particular ftatutes which ~ 


he thought fit to give Ifrael in charge at his parting with them; 

_ what follows is by way of fanttion and ratification. In 
this chapter, 1. Mofes gives them a form of confeffion to be 
made by him that.offered the bafket of his firft-fruits, ver. 15 
—11. II. The proteftation and prayer to be made after the 
difpofal of the third year’s tithe, ver. 12,—15. 
binds on all the precepts he had given them. (1.) By the di- 
vine authority; Not I, but the Lord thy God sas command- 
ed thee to do thefe ftatutes, ver. 16. (2.) By the mutual 
covenant between God and them, ver. 17;—19. 
NOD it fhall be when thou ar¢ come in un- 

to the land which the Lorn thy God gi- 

veth thee for an inheritance, and poffeffeft it, 
and dwelleft therein. 


thou fhalt bring of thy land that the Lorp thy 
God giveth thee, and fhalt put 7¢ in a bafket, 
and fhalt go unto the place which the Lorp 
thy God fhall chufe, to place his name there. 
3 And thou fhalt go unto the prieft that fhall 
be in thofe days, and fay unto him, I profefs 
this day unto the Lorp thy God, that Iam 
come unto the country which the Lorp fware 
unto our fathers for to give us. 4 And the prieft 


_ fhall take the bafket out of thine hand, and fet 


it down before the altar of the Lorp thy God. 


5 And thou fhalt {peak and fay before the Lorn. 


thy God, A Syrian ready to pexifh was my fa- 
ther, and he went down into Egypt, and {o- 
journed there with a few, and became there a 
nation, great, mighty, and populous. 6 And 
the Egyptians evil-entreated us, and affli@ed us, 
and laid upon us hard bondage. 
we cried unto the Lorp God of our fathers, the 
Lorp heard our voice, and looked on our afflic- 


tion, — 


i] 


III. He 


2 That thou fhalt take | 
of the firft of all the fruit of the earth, which 


7 And when — 


ee 


5 


s 


. 
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tion, and our labour, and our oppreffion. .8 And 
the Lorn brought us forth out of Egypt with 
a mighty hand, and with an out-{tretched arm, 
and with great terriblenefs, and with figns, and 
with wonders. g And he hath brought us into 
this place, and hath given us this land, even a 
land that floweth with milk and honey. 10 
And now behold, I have brought the firft-fruits 
of the land which thou,O Lorp, haft given me: 
and thou fhalt fet it before the Lorp thy God, 
‘and worfhip before the-Lorp thy God. 11 
And thou fhalt rejoice in every good thing 
which the Lorp thy God hath given unto thee, 
and unto thine houfe, thou, and the Levite, and 


~ the ftranger that is among you. 


Here is, [1.] A good work ordered to be done, and. that 


is, the prefenting of a da/eet of their fr/?-fruits to God every 


_ been long fettled there, they varied from this form. 


year, ver. 1, 2. Befides the /heaf of firf-fruits which was 
offered for the whole land on the morrow after the paffover, 
Lev. xxiii. 10. every man was to bring for himfelf a ba/ket of 


fuftfrurts at the featt of pentecoft, when the harveft was end-_ 


_ed, which is therefore called the fea of firft-fruits, Exod. 
XXxXiv. 22.3 and is {aid to be kept with a tribute of a free-will- 
offering, Deut. xvi. 10. But the Jews fay, the firft-fruits, if 
not brought then, might be brought any time after between 
that and winter. When a man went into the field or vine- 
yard at the time when the fruits were ripening, he was to 
mark that which he obferved moft forward, and to lay it by 
for firfifruits ; wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, o- 
lives, and dates, fome of each fort muft be put in the fame baf- 
ket, with leaves between them, and prefented to God in the 
place which he fhould chufe. Now, from this law we ma 
learn, (1-) To acknowledge God as the giver of all thofe 
good things which are the fupport and comfort of owr natural 
life, and therefore to ferve and hortour him with them. (2.) 
To deny ourfelves. What is firft ripe we are mott fond of; 
thofe that are nice and curious~ expect to be ferved with each 
fruit at its firft coming in: My foul defireth the firft-ripe fruits, 
Mic. vii. 1. When therefore God appointed them to lay 
thofe by for him, he taught them to prefer the glorifying of 
his name before the gratifying of their own appetites and de- 
fires. (3.) To give to God the Arf and bef we have. as thofe 
that believe him to be the fix/? and def of beings. They that 
confecrate the days of their youth, and the prime of their time, 
to the fervice and honour of God, bring him their firlt-fruits, 
and with fuch offerings he is well-pleafed: J remember the kinds 
nels of thy youth. 

[2.] Good words put into their mouths to be faid in the 
doing of this good work, as an explication of the meaning of 
this ceremony, that it might be a reafanable fervice. The of- 
ferer muft begin his acknowledgement before he delivered his 
bafket to the prieft, and then muft go on with it when the 
prieft had fet down the bafket before the altar, as a prefent to 
God, their great Landlord, ver. 3, 4. 
~ (1.) He muft begin with a receipt in full for the good land 
which God had given them, ver..3. J profe/s that I am come 
now at laft, after forty years wandering, unto the country which 
the Lord [ware to give us. This was moft- proper to be faid 
when they came firft into Canaan; probably when they had 


When God has made good his promifes.to us, he expects we 
fhould own it, to the honour of his faithfulnefs ; this is like 
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giving up the bond, as Solomon doth, 1 Kings. viii, 56. 
There has not failed one word of all his good promifes. And 
our creature-comforts are then doubly {weet to us when we fee 
them flowing to us from the fountain of the promife. 

(2.) He muft remember and own the mean original of that 
nation which he was a member of. How great foever they 
were now, and he himfelf with them, their beginning was very 
fmall; which ought thus to be kept in mind throughout alt 
the ages of their church by this public confeflion, that they 
might not be proud of their privileges and advantages, but 
might for ever be thankful to that God whofe grace chofe them 
when they were /o /ow, and raifed them /) sigh. Two things 
they muft own for this purpofe. 1//, ‘Fhe meannets’ of their 
common ancefter; 4 Syrian ready to perifh was my father, 
ver. 5. Jacob is here called an Aramite or Syrian, becaufe 
he lived twenty years in Padan-aram; his wives were of that 
country, and his children were all born there, except Benja- 
min; and perhaps the confeffor means not Jacob himfelf, but 
that fon of Jacob, who was the father of his tribe. However 
it.be, both father and fons were more than once ready to per- 
i/b, by Laban’s feverity, Efau’s cruelty, and the famine in the 
land ; which laft was the occafion of their going down into 
Egypt. Laban the Syrian fought to de/lroy my father; fo the 
Chaldee :--Had almoft deftroyed him; fo the Arabic. 2d/y, 
The miferable condition of their nation in its infancy. They 
Jojourned in Egypt as ftrangers, they /erved there as flaves, 
ver. 6. and that a great while. As their father was called a 
Syrian, they might be called Egyptians ; fo that their poffef- 
fion of Canaan being fo long di/continued, they could not pre- 
tend any fenant-right to it. A poor defpifed oppreffed peo- 
ple they were in Egypt; and therefore though now rich and 
great, had no reafon'to be proud or fecure, or forgetful of God. ° 

(3-) He muft thankfully acknowledge God’s great good- 
nefs, not only to himfelf in particular, but to Ifrael in general ; 
if, In bringing them out of Egypt, ver. 7, 8. It is fpoken 
of here as an act of pity, he /ooked on our afflidion; and an 
act of power, he brought us forth with a mighty hand. This 
was a great falvation, fit to be remembered upon all occafions, 
and particularly upon this. They need not grudge to bring 
a bafket of jirft-fruits to God, ior to him they owed it that 
they were not.now bringing in the tale of bricks to their cruel 
tafk-mafters. 2dly, In fettling them in Canaan, ver. 9. He 
hath given us this land. Obferve, He mutt not. only give 
thanks for his own lot, but for the land in general, which was 
given to Ifrael ; not only for this year’s profits, but for the 
ground itfelf which produced them, which God had graciouf- 
ly granted to his anceftors, and entailed upon his pofterity. 
Note, The comfort we have in: our particular enjoyments 
fhould lead us to be thankful for our fhare in-public peace and 
plenty; and with prefent mercies we fhould blefs God for the 
former mercies we remember, and the further mercies we ex- 
pect and hope for. . 

(4.) He mutft offer to God his bafket of firft-fruits, ver. 10. 
I have brought the firft-fruits of the land, (like a pepper corn,) 
as a quit-rent for the land which thou haft given me. Note, 
Whatever we give to God, it is but of Ais own that we give 
him, 1 Chron. xxix. 14.» And it becomes us -who receive fo 
much from him, to ftudy what we thall render unto him. The 
bafket he fet before God; and the priefts, as God’s receivers, 
had the firft fruits as perquifites of their place, and fees for at- 
tending, Numb. xviil. 12. 
_ Laftly, The offeret is here appointed, when he has finithed 
the fervice, 1//, To give glory to God, Thou /halt worfbip the 
Lord thy God. Fis firft-fruits were not ‘accepted without fur- 
ther aéts of adoration.. An humble, reverent, thankful heart, 
is that which God looks at and requires, and without that all 


4 0 we 


‘ 


658 


we caniput in a bafket will not avail. Ifa man would give 
all the fubance of his houfe to be excufed from this, or in lieu 
of it, it would utterly be contemned. 2dly, To take the com- 
fort of it to himfelf and his family, ver. 11. Dhow /halt rejoice 
an every good thing, \t is the will of God that we fhould not 


only be chearful in our attendance upon his holy ordinances, 


but that we fhould be chearful in our enjoyments of the gifts 
of his providence. Whatever good thing God gives us, it is 


his will that we fhould make the moft comfortable ufe we can 
of it, yet {till tracing the ftreams to the fountain of all comfort | 


and confolation.- 


12 © When thou haft made an end of tith- 
ing all the tithes of thine increafe, the third 
year, which is the year of tithing, and haft 
given z¢ unto the Levite, the ftranger, the fa- 


therlefs, and the widow, that they may eat. 


within thy gates, and be filled: 13 Then 
thou fhalt fay before the Lorp thy God, I have 
brought away the hallowed things out of mine 
houfe, and alfo have given them unto the Le- 
vite, and unto the firanger, to the fatherlefs, 
and to the widow, according to all thy com- 


mandments which thou haft commanded me: | 


I have not tranfgrefled thy commandments, 
neither have I forgotten them. 14 1 have not 
eaten thereof in my mourning, neither have I 


taken away ought thereof for any unclean w/e, | 


nor given ought thereof for the dead: but I 
have hearkened to the voice of the Lorp my 
God, avd have done according to all that thou 
hait commanded me. 15 Look down from thy 
holy habitation, from heaven, and blefs thy peo- 
ple Hrael, and the land which thou haft given 
us, as thou fwareft unto our fathers, a land that 
floweth with milk and honey. 


Concerning the difpofal of their tithe, the third year, we had 
the law before, chap. xiv. 28, 29. That fecond tithe, which 
the other two years was to be /pent im extraordinaries at the 
feafts, was to be fpent the third year at home in entertaining 
the poor. Now, becaufe this was done ftom under the eye of 
the priefts, and a great confidence was pit in the peoples ho- 
nefty, that they would difpofe of it according to the law, to 
the Lewite, the flranger, and the fatherlef*, ver. 12. it is there- 
fore required, that when at the next feaft, after they appeared 
before the Lord, they fhould there teftify (as it were) upon 
oath, in a religious manner, that they had fully adminiflered, 


. and been true to their truit. 


{i.] They muft make a folemn proteftation to that purpofe, 
wer. 13,14. (8.) That no hallowed things were hoarded up; 
J have brought them away out of mine houfe, nothing now re- 
mains there but.my own part. (2.) That the poor, and par- 
ticularly poor minvfters, poor {trangers, and poor widows, had 
had their part according to the commandment. It is fit God, 
who by his providence gives us all we have, fhould by his law 


dire&t the ufing of it 5 and though we are net now under fuch _} 


particular appropriations of our revenue as they then were, yet in 
general we.are coramanded to give alms of fuch things as we 
have; and’ then, and not otherwife all things are clean to us. 
‘Then we may take the comfort of our enjoyments when.God 
has thus had his dues out of them. ‘This 1s a commandment 
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| with all thine heart, and with all thy foul. 


. God, as he hath fpoken. 


being forgotten, ver. 13. 
been mifapplied to any common ufe, much lefs to any i// ufe. 


This feems to refer to the tithe of the other two years, which’ 


was to be eaten by the owners themfelves. ‘They muft pro- 
fefs, 1/7, That they had not eaten of it in their mourning, when 
by their mourning for the dead they were commonly unclean 
or they had not eaten of it grudgingly, as thofe that a// their 
days eat in darkne/s. 2dly, That they had not facrilegioufly 
alienated it to any common ufe, for it was not their own. Andy, 
/afily, that they had not given it for the dead, for the honour 
of their dead gods, or in hope of making it beneficial to their 
dead friends.. Now, the obliging of them to make this folemn 
proteftation of the three years end would be an obligation up- 
on them to deal faithfully, knowing that they muft be called 
upon thus to purge them/elves. It is our wifdom to keep con- 
{cience clear at all times, that when we come to give up our 


account, we may “iff up our face without [pote The Jews fay, , 


that this proteftation of their integrity was to be made with a 
low voice, becaufe it looked hke a felfcommendation ; but 
that the foregoing confeffion of God’s goodnefs was to be made 
with a loud voice, to his glory. He that durft not make this. 
proteftation muft bring his trefpafs-offering, Lev. v. 15. 


£2.] To this folemn proteftation they muft add a folemn ; 


prayer, ver. 15. not particularly for themfelves, but for God’& 
people Ifrael; for in the common peace and profperity every 
particular perfon profpereth, and has peace. We mutt learn 
from hence to be public-/pirited in prayer, and to wreltle with 
God for bleflings for the /and and nation, ovr Englifh Hrael, 
and for the univerfal church, which we are direéted to have 
an eye to in our prayers, as the Jjrael of God, Gal. vi. 16. 
In this prayer we are taught, (1.) ‘Fo look up to God 4s in 
a holy habitation, and from thence to infer, that holinefs be- 
comes his houfe, and that he will be fanétified m thofe tha 
are about him. ~{2:) To depend upon the favour of God, 
and his gracious cognifance, as fufficient to make us and our peo- 
ple happy. (3.) ‘Vo reckon it wonderful condefcenfion in God 
to caft an eye even upon fo great and honourable a body as If 
rael was: It is /ooking down. (4.) To be earneft with Ged 
for a ble/fing upon his people Lfrael, and upon the land which 
hehas given us. For how fhall the earth yield its increafe ? 
or if it do, what comfort can we take in it, unlefs therewith 
God, even our own God, give us his bleffing? Pial. lavii. 6. 


16-q This day the Lorp thy God hath com- 
manded thee to do thefe flatutes and judge- 
ments: thou fhalt therefore keep and do them 
i? 
Thow haft avouched the Lorp this day to 
thy God, and to walk in his ways, and to keep 
his ftatutes, and his commandments, and his 
judgements, and to hearken unto his voice. 13 
And the Lorp hath avouched thee this day to 
be his peculiar people, as he hath promifed 
thee, and'that thou fhouldft keep all his com- 
mandments: 1g And to make thee high a- 


_ bove all nations which he hath made, in praife, 


and in name, and in honour, and that thow 
mayeft be an holy people unto the Lorp thy 


Two things Mofes here urges to inforce all thefe precepts. 
f1.] That they were the: commands of God, ver. 16. They- 
| were 


ee 
Chap. XXVI, 


which muft not be tran/treffed, no, not with an excufe of its - 
(3.) That none of this tithe had 


Chap, XXVIL 


_ were -not the dictates of his own wifdom, nor were they enac- 


’ thefe commands. 


a 


ted by any authority of his own, but. Infinite Wifdom framed 
them, and the power of the King of kings made them binding 
to them. The Lord thy God commands thee; therefore thou 


art bound in duty and gratitude to obey him, and it is at thy 
peril if thou difobey. 


They are his laws, therefore thou thalt 
do them, for to that end were they given thee; Do them, and 
not difpute them: do them, and not draw back from them: Do 
them not carelefsly and hypocritically, but with thy heart and 
Soul, thy. whole heart, and thy whole foul. 

{2.] That their covenant with God obliged them to keep 
He infifts not only on God’s fovereignty 
over them, but his propriety in them, and the relation wherein 
they ftood to him. The covenant is mutual, and it binds to 
obedience both ways. 

(1.) That we may perform our part of the covenant, and 
anfwer the intentions of that, ver. 17. Thou haft avouched, 


and folemnly owned and confefled, The Lord Fehovah to be | 


‘thy God, thy Prince and Ruler. _ As he is fo by an unconteft- 
ible right, fo he is by thine own confent. “They did this im- 
plicitly by their attendance on his word, had done it exprefsly, 
Exod, «xiv. and were now to do it again before they parted, 
Deut. xxiv. 1. Now, this obligeth us in fidelity to our word, 
as well as in duty to our Sovereign, to keep his fratutes and his 
commandments. We really forfwear ourfelves, and perfidioufly 
violate the moft facred engagements, if, when we have taken 
the Lord to be our God, we do not make confcience of obeying 
his commands. 

(z-) That God’s part of the ¢ovenant alfo may be made 
good, and the intentions of that anfwered, ver, 18, 19. the 
Lord has avouched, not only taken, but publicly owned thee to 
be his Segulah, his peculiar people, as he has promifed thee, i. ¢. 
according to the true intent and meaning of the promife. Now, 
their obedience was not only the conditton of this favour, and 
of the continuance of it ; if they were not obedient, God: would 
difown them, and caft them off; but it was alfo the principal 
defign of this favour. He has avouched thee on purpofe that 
thou fhouldeft keep his commandments, that thou mighteft have 


both the beft dire@ions and the beft encouragements in relt- 


ion. Thus we are eled to obedience, 1 Pet. i. 2.3 chofen; that 
“we fhould be holy, Eph. 1. 4.; purified a peculiar people, that 


we might not only do good works, but be zealous in them, 
‘Tit. it. 14. 


Two things God is here faid to defign in avouching them 
to be his peculiar people, ver. 19.; to make them high, and, 
in order to that, to make them oly; for holinefs.is true ho- 
nour, and the only way to everlaiting honour. 1/7, To make 
them Aigh above all rations. ‘The greateft honour we are’ ca- 
pable off in this world, is to be taken into covenant with God, 
and to live in his Servite: —High in praife, for God would ac- 
cept them; that is true praife, Rom. 1. 29. ‘Their friends 
would admire them, Pfal. xJviii. 2.; their enemies would envy 
them, Zeph, ii. 19, 20. —Hish in’ name; which fome think 
Speaks the continuance and perpetuity, of that praife, a@ name 
that fhall not be cut off: And-high in honour, 1. ¢. inall the ad- 
vantages of wealth and‘ power, ‘which would make them great 
among their neighbours. See Jer. xiii. 11.  2dly, That they 
might be a holy people, feparated for God, devoted for him, 
and employed continually in his fervice. "This God aimed at 
in taking them to be his people; fo that if they did not keep 
his commandments, they received all this grace in vain. 


CH AgP.,  XXVEL: 
Mofes having very largely and fully Jet before the people, 
their duty, both to God and one another, in general aud in 
particular inflances; having /hewed them plainly what is 
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good, and what the Lord requires of them; and having, 
an the clofe of the foregoing chapter, laid them under the 
obligation both of the command and. the covenant, he 
comes in this chapter to pre/eribe outward means, I. For 
the helping of their’ memories, that they might not forget 
the law as a ftrange thing. They mu/? write all the words 
of this law upon ftones, ver. t-—10. I]. For the moving 
of their affedions, that they might not be indifferent to the 
law as a light thing. When they were come into Canaary 
the bleffings and curfes, which were the fanétions of the 
law, were io be folemnly pronounced in the hearing of all 
Tfrael, who were to fay Amen to them, ver. 11,— —26. And 
of fuch a folemnity as this would not make a decpampreffion 
upon them, and affect them with the great things of God's 
law, nothing would. 


ND Mofes, with the elders of Hrael, com- 

&\ manded the people, faying, Keep all the 
commandments which I command you this 
day. 2 And it fall be on the day when you 
fhall pafs over Jordan unto the land which the 
Lorp thy God giveth thee, that thou fhalt fet 
thee up great ftones, and plaifter them with 
plaiter. 3 And thou fhalt write upon them all 
the words of this‘law, when thou art paffed o- — 
ver, that thou mayeft go in unto the land which 
the Lorp thy God giveth thee, a land that flow- 
eth with milk and honey: as the Lorp God of 
thy fathers hath promifed thee. 4 Therefore 
it {hall be when ye be gone over Jordan, that ye 
fhall fet up thefe ftones, which 1 command you 
this day, in mount Ebal, and thou thalt plaifter 
them with plaifter. 5 And there fhalt thou 
build an altar unto the Lorn thy God, an altar 
of ftones: thou fhalt not lift up any iron tool 
upon them. 6 Thou fhalt build the altar of 
the Lorn thy God of whole ftones: and thou 
fhalt offer burnt-offerings thereon unto the 
Lorp thy God. 7 And thou fhalt offer peace- 
offerings, and fhalt eat there, and rejoice before 
the Lorp thy God. 8 And thou fhalt write 
upon the ftones all the words of this law very 
plainly. g “{ And Mofes, and the priefts the 
Levites, fpake unto all Hr ael , faying, Take heed, 
and hearken, O Ifrael, this day thou art become 
the people of the Lord thy God. io Thou 
fhalt therefore obey the voice of the Lorp thy 
God, and do his commandments and his ftatutes 
which I command thee this day. 

Here is, [1.} A general charge to the people to keep God’s 
commandments; for in vain did they £now chem, unlefs they 
would do them. "Vhis is preffed upon them, (1.) With a// 
authority. Mofes, with the elders of Lfrael, the rulers of each 
tribe, ver. 1.; and again, ver. 9.; Mofes, and the priefis, and 
the Leviies; {6 that the charge is given by Mofes, who was 
king in Jefhurun, and by their /ords, both /piritual and tempo- 
ral, in concurrence with him. Left they fhould think that it 
was Mofes only, an old and dying man, that made fuch ado 
about religion, or thé pricfls and Levites only, whiofe trade it 
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was to attend religion, and who had their maintenance out of 
it, the elders of Lfrael, whom God. had placed in honour and 
power over them, and who were men of bufinefs in the world, 
and likely to be long fo when Mofes was gone, they command- 
ed their people to keep, God’s law. Mofes having put Jome of 
his honour upon them, joins them in commiffion with himfelf, in 
giving this charge, as St Paul fometimes in his epiftles joins 
with himfelf Silvanus and Timotheus. Note, All that have 
any intereft in others, or power over them, fhould ufe it for 
the fupport and furtherance of religion among them. . Though 
the fupreme power of a nation provide ever fo good laws for 
this. purpofe, if inferior magiftrates in their places, and minifters 
in theirs,: and mafters of families in theirs, do not do their of- 
fices, it will all: be to little effe@. (2.) With all émportunity. 
They prefs it upon them with the utmoft earneftnefs, ver. 9, 
10. Take heed, and hearken, O Ifrael. It is a thing that re- 
quires and deferves the higheft degree of caution and attention. 
‘They tell them of their privilege and honour, This day thou 
art become the people of the Lord thy God; the Lord having 
avouched thee to be his own, and being now about to put. thee 
in poflefion of Canaan, which he had Jong promifed as thy God, 
Gen. xvii. 7, 8.; and which if he had failed to do in due 
time, he would have been afhamed to be called thy God, Heb. 
xi. 16. Now thou art more than ever his people, therefore o- 
bey his voice. Privileges fhould be improved as engagements 
to duty. Should not a people be ruled by their God? 

{2.] A particular dire@tion to them, with great folemnity; 
to regifter the words of this law as foon as they were come in- 
to Canaan. It was to be done but once, and at their entrance 
into the land of promife, in token of their taking poffeflion of 
it under the feveral provifos and conditions contained in this 
faw. ‘There was a folemn ratification of the covenant between 
God and Ifrael at mount Sinai, there was an a/tar erected, 
_and twelve pillars, and the book of the covenant was produced, 
‘Exod. xxiv. 4. That which is here appointed is a folemnity 
fomewhat like that. 

(1.) They muft fet up a monument, on which they mult 
write the words of this law. 1/1, The monument itfelf was 
to be very mean ; only rough unhewn ftones plaiftered over ; 
not polifhed marble, or alabafter ; nor brafs tables, but com- 
mon plaifter upon ftone, ver. 2.3 it is repeated again, ver. 4. 
And orders given that it be written, not very finely, to be ad- 
mired by the curious; but very plainly, that he that runs might 
read it, Hab. ii. 1. The word of God needs not to be fet 
off by the art of man, nor embellifhed with the enticing words 
of mar’s wifdom. 2dly, The infcription was to be very great: 
Ali the words of this law, ver. 3. and again, ver. 8. Some un- 
derftand it only of the covenant between God and Ifrael, men- 
tioned, chap. xxvi. 17, 18. Let this heap be fet up for a wit- 
ne/s, like that memorial of the covenant between Laban and 
Jacob, which was nothing but a heap of flones thrown haftily 
together, upon which they did eat together in token of friend- 
thip, Gen. xxxi. 46, «7.5 and that ftone which Jofhua fet up, 
Joth. xxiv, 27.: Others think the curfes of the covenant in 
this chapter were written upon this monument, the rather be- 
caufe it was fet up in mount Ebal, ver. 4: Others think this 
whole-book of Deuteronomy was written upon this monument; 
or at leaft the ftatutes and judgments which began at chap. xii. 
and fo to the end of chap. xxvi. And it is not improbable 
that the heap might be fo large as, taking in all the fides of it, 
to contain fo copious an infeription, unlefs we will fappofe (as 
fome do) that the ten commandments only were here written 
as an authentic copy of the clofe rells which were laid up in the 
ark. They muft write this when they were gone into Canaan 3 
and yet Mofes faith, ver. 3, Write it, that thou mayeff go in; 
a @ that thou mayelt go sm with comfort and affurance of fuc- 


cefs and fettlement ; and otherwife as good not to go in at all. 
Write it as the conditions of thine entry, and own that.thow 
comett in upon thefe terms, and no other: Since Canaan is gi-’ 
ven by promife, it mult be held by obedience. als nya) 

(2.) They muft alfo fet up an altar. By the words of the 
law, which were written upon the plaifter, God /pake to them ; 


_ by the altar and the facrifices offered upon it, they /pake to God; — 


and thus was communion kept up between them and God. 
‘The word and: prayer muft go together. ‘Though they might 
not of their own heads fet up any altar befides that at the tae. 
bernacle, yet by the appointment of God they might upon a 
fpecial occafion. Elijah built an extempore altar of twelve un- - 
hewn {tones like this here, when he brought Hrael back to this 
covenant which was now made, 1 Kings xvii. 31, 32. Now, 
1f, Vhis altar muft be made of fuch ftones as they found rea- 
dy upon the field, not new cut out of the rock, much lefs /gua- 
red artificially: Thou fhalt not /ift up any iron tool upon them, 
ver. 5. Chrift oursAltar is a flone cut out of the mountain with- 
out hands, Dan. ii. 33, 34. and therefore refused by the build- 
ers as having no form or comelinefs, but accepted of God the 
Father, and made the head of the corner. 2dly, Burnt-offer~ 
ings and peace-offerings muft be offered upon this altar, ver. 6, 
7. that by them they might give glory to God, and obtain his 
favour. Where the law was written, an altar was fet up clofe: 
by it, to fignify that we could not look with any comfort upon - 
the law, being confcions to ourfelves of the violation of it, if it 
were not for the great Sacrifice, by which atonement is made 
for fin; and the altar was fet up on mount Ebal, the mount 
on which thofe tribes -{tood that faid Amen to the curfes,- to 
intimate, that through Chrilt we are redeemed from the curfe of 
the law. Inthe Old Teftament, the words of the law are 
written, with the curfe annexed, which would fill us with hor- 
ror and amazement, if we had not, in the New Teftament, 
(which is bound up with it,) an altar ereéted clofe by it, which 
gives us everlafting confolation. 3dly, They mult eat there, 
and rejoice before the Lord their God, ver. 7. This fignified, 
1. The confent they gave to the covenant ; for the parties to a 
covenant by feafting together ratified the covenant. They were: 
partakers of the altar, which was God’s table, as his fervants 
and tenants, and fo they acknowledge themfelves; and being, 
put in pofleflion of this good land, bound themfelves to pay the 
rent, and do the fervices referved by the royal grant. 2. The 
comfort they took in the covenant. They had reafoa to rejoice 
in the Jaw when they had an altar, a remedial law, fo near it; 
it was a great favour to them, and a token for good, that God 
gave them his flatutes ; and that they were owned as the people: 
of God, and the children of the promife, was what they had 
reafon to rejoice in, though when this folemnity was to be per- 
formed they were not put in fu// poffefhon of Canaan; but God 
has /poken in his holine/s, and then J will rejoice; Gilead is- 
mine, Manaffeh is mine; all my own.» 

11 And Mofes charged the people the fame. 
day,faying, 12 Thefe fhall ftand upon mount Ge- 
rizzim, to blefs the people, when ye are come o-: 
ver Jordan; Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and 
Iffachar, and Jofeph, and Benjamin. 13 And 
thefe fhall.ftand upon mount Ebal, to curfe; 
Reuben, Gad, and Afher, and Zebulun, Dan, 
and Naphtali. 414 9 And the Levites fhall- 
{peak, and fay unto all the men of Ifrael with 
a loud. voice, 15:Curfed be the man that ma- 


_keth any graven or molten image, an abomina- 


tion unto the Lorn, the work of the hands of 
the- 
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_ Gerizzim,- faid, Amen. 


the craftfman, and putteth iz in a fecret place: 
and all the people fhall anfwer and fay, Amen. 
16 Curfed be he that fetteth light by his father 
or his mother: and all the people fhall fay, A- 
men. 17 Curfed de he that removeth his neigh- 


bour’s land-mark : and all the people thall fay, 


Amen. 18 Curfed be he that maketh the blind 
to wander out of the way: and all the people 
-fhall fay, Amen. -19 Curfed be he that per- 
verteth the judgement of the ftranger, father- 
lefs, and widow: and all the people fhall fay, 
Amen. 20 Curfed be he that lieth with his 
father’s wife; becaufe he uncovereth his fa- 
ther’s fkirts: and all the people {hall fay, A- 
men. 21 Curfed be he that lieth with any 
manner of beaft: and all the people fhall fay, 
Amen. 22 Curfed de he that lieth with his 
fitter, the daughter of his father, or the daugh- 
ter of his mother: and all the people fhall fay, 
Amen. 23 Curfed de he that lieth with his 
mother-in-law: and all the people fhall fay, A- 
men. 24 Curfed de he that fmiteth his neigh- 
bour fecretly : and all the people fhall fay, A- 
men. 25 Curfed de he that taketh reward to 
flay an innocent perfon: and all the people 
fhall fay, Amen. 26 Curfed de he that confirm- 


eth. not a// the words of this law to do them: 


and_all the people thall fay, Amen. 


When the law was written, to be /cen and read by all men, 
the fanctions.of it-were to be publifhed, which, to complete 
the folemnity, of their covenanting with God, they were deli- 
berately to declare their approbation of ; this they were be- 
fore directed to do, chap. xi. 29, 3>. and therefore the ap~ 
pointment here begins fomewhat abruptly, ver. 12. There 


~ swere it feems in Canaan, that part of it which afterwards felt. 


to the lot of Ephraim, (Jofhua’s tribe, two mountains: that lay 


- near together, with a valley between, one called Gerizzim, and 


the other Léa/; on the fides-of thefe two mountains, which 
faced one another, all the tribes were to be drawn up, fix-on 
one fide, and fix on the other, fo as that, in the valley, at the 
foot ofeach mountain, they came pretty near together, fo near 
as that the priefts {tanding betwixt them might be heard by 
thofe that were next them on both fides: Then, when filence 


_ was proclaimed, and attention commanded, one of the priefts, 


or perhaps more, at. fome diftance from each other, pronoun- 


ced with a loud voice, one of the curfes here following, and all- 


the people that ftood on the fide and foot of mount Ebal (thofe 

that ftood further off taking the fignal from thofe that flood. 

nearer, and within hearing) faid, Amen: ‘Then the. contrary 

blefling was pronounced, Bleféd is he that doth not fo or fo; 

and then thofe that ftood on the fide and at the foot.of mount 

This could not but affect them very 
much with the bleflings and curfes, the promifes. and threaten- 
ings, of the law, and not only acquaint all the people with them, 
but teach them to apply them to themfelves. 

Firft, Something is to be obferyed, in general, concerning 
this folemnity, which was to be done but once, and not repeat- 
ed, but would be talked of to pofterity. 

 (1.) God appointed which tribes fhould ftand upon mount 
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Gerizzim, and which on mount Ebal, ver. 12, 13. to prevent 
the difputes that might have arifen if they had been to difpofe 
The fix tribes that were appointed for blefling, 
were all the children of the free women, for to fuch the pro- 
mife belongs, Gal. iv..21. Leviis here put among the reft, to 
teach minilters to apply to themfelves the blefling and curfe 
which they preach to others, and by faith, to fet their own 
amen to it. 

(2.) Of thofe tribes that were to fay Amen to the bleffings, 
it is faid, they ftood to dle/s the people, but of the other, that 
they ftood to curfe, not mentioning the people, as loth to fup- 
pofe that any of this people, whom God had taken for his own, - 
fhould lay themfelves under the curfe. . Or perhaps the diffe-. 
rent way of expreflion intimates, that there was to be but one” 
blefling pronounced, in general, upon the people of Ljracl, as a 
happy people, and that fhould: ever be fo 2° they were obedient ; 
and to that blefling the tribes on mount Gerizzim were to fay, 
Amen ; happy art thou, O Lfrael, and mayeft thou ever be fo: 
But then the curfes come in as exceptions from the general 
rule, (and we know exceptio firmal regulum). Lfrael is a blef- 
fed people ; but-if there be any particular perfons, even among 
them, that do fuch and fuch things as are here mentioned, let 
them know that they have no part nor lot in the matter, but 
are under a curfe. ‘This -fhews how ready God is to beltow - 
the bleffing ; if any fall under the curfe, they may thank them- 


- felves, they bring it upon their own-heads. 


(3-) The Levites or priefts, fuch of them as were appoint- 
ed for that’ purpofe; were to pronounce the curfes as well as 
the bleflings. ‘They were ordained to bk/s, Deut, x. 8.5 the 
priefts did it daily, Num. vi. 23. but they muj? feparate between 
the precious and the vile; they muft not give that blefling pro- 
mifcuoufly, but muft declare to whom it did not belong, left 
thofe who had: no right to it themfelves fhould think to fhare 
in it by:being in:the-crowd. Note, Minifters muft preach the 
terrors of the law, as well as the comforts of the gofpel ; muft 
not only allure people to their duty with the promifes of a 
blefling, but affright them to it with the threatenings of a curfe.’ 

(4.) The curfes are here -expreffed, but not the dble/ings ; 
for as many as were under the law were under the curfe ; but 
it was an honour referved for Chrift to d/e/s us, and fo to do. 
that for us which the law could not do in that it was weak. In 
Chrift’s fermon upon the mount, which was the true mount 
Gerizzim, we have d/effings only, Mat. v. 3, 5c. 

(5-) To each of the curfes the people were to fay, Amen. 
It is eafy to. underftand the meaning of amen to the bleflings. 
The Jews have a-faying to-encourage people to fay Amen to - 
the public prayers, Whofoever anfwereth-Amen after him that: 
bleffeth, he is as he that blefeth. But how could they fay amen > 
to the curfes? 1. It was a profefkon of their faith in the truth 
of it; that thefe, and the lke curfes, were not bug-bears to 
frighten children and fools, but the real declarations of the wrath 
of God againft the ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefg of men, not 
one iota of which fhall fall-to the ground. 2. It was an ac- 
knowledgment of the equity of thefe curfes; when they faid- 
Amen, they did, .in effeét fay, not only it is certain it fall be 

fo, but it is juft it foould be fo. They which do fuch things 

well deferve to fall and lie under the curfe. 3. It was fuch an 

imprecation upon themfelves,. as ftrongly obliged them to have’ 
nothing to do with thofe evil practices, upon which the curfe is » 
here entailed. LetGod’s wrath fall upon us if ever we do 
fach things. We read of thofe that entered into a curfe (anc 
with us that is the ufual form of a folemn oath) to walk in 
God’s law, Neh. x. 29. Nay, the Jews fay, (as the learned - 
Bifhop Patrick quotes them,) that all the people, by faying this: 
Amen, became Lound for one another that they would obferve 


God’s laws, by which ¢yery man was-obliged, as far as het 


could... 


. either more barbarous or more treacherous, ver. 18. 
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could, to prevent his neighbour from breaking thefe laws, and 
to reprove thofe that had offended, left they fhould ear fm and 
the curfe for them. 

Secondly, Let us now obferve what are the particular fins a- 
gainft which the-curfe is here denounced. 

(1.) Sins again{t the fecond commandment. This flaming 
{word is fet to keep that commandment firft, ver. 15. They. 
are here curfed not only that ewor/bip images, but that make. 
them, or keep them, if they be fuch (or like fuch) as idolaters 
ufed in the fervice of their gods; whether it be a graven image 
or a molten. image, it comes all to one, it is an abomination to 
the Lord; though it be not fet up in public, but in a fecret 
place; though it be not, adually worfbipped, nor is it faid to 
be defigned for worship, but referved there with re/ped, and a 
conftant temptation; and he that doth this, may perhaps e- 


{cape punifhment fram men, but he cannot efcape the curfe of | 


‘God. 
(2.) Againft the fifth commandment, ver. 16. The con- 
tempt of parents is a fin fo heinous, that it is put next to the 
contempt of God himfelf. Ifa man abufed his parents either 
in word or deed, he fell under the fentence of the magittrate, 
and muft be put to death, Exod. xxi. 15, 17.5 but to fet Light 
by them in his heart, was a thing which the magiftrate could 
not take cognifance of, and therefore it is here Jaid under the 
curfe of God, who knows the heart. Thefe are curfed chil- 
dren that carry themfelves fcornfully and infolently towards their 
parents. . 
~ (3-) Againft the eighth commandment. The curfe of God 
is here faftened, 1. Upon an unjuft neighbour that removes the 
dand-marks, ver. 17. See chap. xix. 14. 2. Upon an unjuft 
counfellor, who, when his advice is afked, malicioufly direéts 
his friend to that which he knows will be to his prejudice ; 
which is making the blind to wander out of the way, under pre- 

tence of dire@ting him in the way, than which nothing can be 
Thofe 
that feduce others from the way of God’s commandments, and 
entice them to fin, bring this curfe upon, themfelves, which our 


Saviour has explained, Mat. xv. 14. The blind lead the blind,’ 


and both fhall fall into the ditch. Upon an unjuft judge, that 
perverted the judgment of the flranger, fatherlefs, and widow, 
whom he fhould prote& and vindicate, ver. 19. Thefe are 
fuppofed to be poor and friendlefs, nothing to be got by doing 
them a kindnefs, nor any thing loft by difobhiging them, and 
therefore judges were in temptation to fide with their adverfa- 
ries ‘again{t right and equity ; but cur/ed are fuch judges. | 

{4.) Againft the feventh commandment. Inceft is a cur- 
fed fin, with a filer, a father’s wife, or a mother-in-law, ver. 
20, 22, 22. Thefe crimes not only expofed men to the fword 
of the magiftrate, Ley. xx. 11. but, which is more dreadful, 
to the wrath of God ;. beftiality likewife, ver. 21.° 

(5.) Againft the fixth commandment. ‘T'wo'of the worft 
‘kinds of murder are inftanced in: 1. Murder unfeen, when a 
man doth not fet upon his neighbour as a fair adverfary, giving 
him an opportunity to defend himfelf, but /mites him fecretly, 
ver. 24. as by poifon, or otherwife, when he fees not who hurts 
hin. See Pfal. x. 8, 9. Though fuch fecret murders may 


go undifcovered, and unpunifhed, yet the curfe of God will 


follow them.. 2. Murder under colour of law 3 which is of all 
other. the preateft affront to God, for it makes an ordinance of 
his to patronize the wor(t. of villains; and the greateft wrong to 
our neighbour, raining his honour as well as his life: Curfed 
therefore is he that will be hired or bribed either to accufe, or 
to convict, or to condemn, and {fo to flayan mnocent perfou, ver. 
452, See. Pfal. xv, 4: 

_ (6.) The folemnity concludes with a general curfe upon him 


that confirmeih rot, or, as it might be read, that performeth not 
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all the words of this law to do them, ver, 26. By our obedi- 
ence to the law we fet our feal to it, and fo confirm it; as by 
our difobedience, we do what lies in us to difannul it, Pfalm 
cxix. 126. The apoftle, following all the ancient verfions, 
reads it, Cured is every one that continues not, Gal. iii. 10, 
Left-thofe that were guilty of other firs, not mentioned in this 
commination, fhould think themfelves fafe from the curfe, this 
laft reaches all; not only thofe that do the evil which the law 
forbids, but thofe alfo who omit the good which the law re- 
quires. To this we mult all fay amen, owning ourfelves un- 
der the curfe, juftly to have deferved it, and that we muft cer- 
tainly have perifhed for ever under it, if Chrift had not redeem- 
ed us from the cuarfe of the law, he being made a curfe for us. 


G HAP. XXVE, ; 
This chapter is a very large expofition of two words in the 
foregoing chapter, the blefling and the curfe. There thofe 
were pronounced biefled in general that were obedient, 
and thofe curled that were difobedient: But becaufe gene- 
rals are not fo affeding, Mofes here defcends to particu- 
lars, and deferibes the blefling and the curfe; not in their 
Jountains, thofe are out of fight, and therefore the moft 
confidéerable, yet eaf? confidered, the favour of God, the 
Jpring of all the blefings, and wrath of God, the fpring of 
all the curfes ; but in their {treams, the fenfible effeGs of 
the bleffing an? the curfe, for they are real things, and 
have real effeis. 1. He defcribes the bleffings that fhould 
come upon them if they were obedient, perfonal, family, 
and efpecially national, for in that capacity efpecially they 
are here treated with, ver. 1,—~14. II]. He more /arge- 
ly defcribes the curfes whieh would come upon them if they 
were difobedient, fuch as would be; (1.) Their extreme 
wewation, Ver. 153;—44. (2.) Their utter ruin and dem 
Sirudion at laf, ver. '45,—67. This chapter is much to 
the fame purpofe with Lev. xxvi. fetting before them Ife _ 
and death, good and evil ; and the promife in the clofe of 
that chapter, of their refloration upon their repentance, is 
bere hkewife more largely repeated, chap. xxx. Thus as 
they bad precept upon precept in the repetiticn of the law, 
So they bad \ine upon line in the repetition of the promifes 
and threatenings, And thefe are both there and here del». 
vered, not only as fanétions of the law, what fhould be 
conditionally, but as prediftions of the event, what would 
be certainly ; that for a while the people af Lrael would 
be happy in their obedience, but that at length they would 
be undone by their difobedience; and therefore it is fatd, 
chap. xxxi. 1. ¢bat all thofe things would come upon them, 
both the biefiing and the curfe. 


®& ND it thall come to pafs, if thou fhalt hear~ 
A ken diligently unto the voice of the Lora 


| thy God, to obferve and todo ail his command- 


ments which | command thee this day; that 
the Lora thy God will fet thee on high above 
all nations of the earth. 2 And all thefe blef- 
fings fhall come on thee, and overtake thee, if 
thou fhalt hearken unto-the voice of the Lora 
thy God. 3 Bleffed fad: thou be in the city, 
and bleffed /?a/t thou be in the field. “4 Blef 
fed /bail be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit ° 
of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the _ 
increafe of thy kime, and the flocks of thy fheep. 
5 Blefied /ball be thy bafket and thy ftore.. 6 

| Blefled 
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bleffed /balt thou be when thou goeft out. 7 
The Lorn fhall caufe thine enemies that rife up 
again{t thee to be {mitten before thy face: they 
fhall come out againft thee one way, and flee be- 


fore thee feven ways. 8 The Lorn fhall command ~ 


the blefling upon thee in thy ftore-houfes, and 
in all-that thou fetteft thine hand unto: and-he 
fhall blefs thee in the land which the Lorp thy 
God giveth thee. g The Lorop thall eftablith 
thee an holy people unto himfelf, as he hath 
fworn unto thee, if thou fhalt keep the com- 
mandments of the Lorn thy God, and walk in 
his ways. ‘ro’ And all the people of the earth 
fhall fee that thou art called by the name of the 
Lorp, and they fhall be afraid of thee. 11 And 
the Lorn fhall make thee plenteous in goods, 
in. the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy 


' eattle, and in‘the fruit of thy ground, in the 


land which the Lorp fware unto thy fathers to 
give thee. 12 The Lorn fhall open unto thee 
his good treafure, the heaven to give the rain 
unto thy land in his feafon, and to blefs all the 
work of thine hand: and thou fhalt lend unto 
many nations, and thou fhalt not borrow. 13 
And the Lor» fhall make thee the head, and 
not the tail; and thou fhalt be above only, and 
thou fhalt not be beneath: if that thou hearken 
unto the commandments’of the Lorp thy God, 
which I command thee this day to obferve and 
to do them: 14 And thou fhalt not go afide from 
any of the words which I command thee this 
day, to the right hand or to the left, to go af- 
ter other gods to ferve them. 


_ The bleffings are here put before the curfes, to intimate, 
(1.) That God is flow to anger, but fwift to fhew mercy : 
He has faid it, and fworn, that he would much rather we 
would obey and live, than fin and die. It is his delight to 
blefs. (2:) That though both the promifes and the threaten- 
ings. are defigned to bring and hold us to our duty, yet it is 
better that we be allured to that which is good by filial hope 
of God’s favour, than that we be frightened to it by a fervile 
fear of his wrath. That obedience pleafeth beft which comes 
from a principle of delight: in God’s goodnefs. 

Now, Firf, We have here the conditions upon which the 
bleffing is promifed. (1.) It is upon condition that they dt- 
ligently hearken to the voice of God, ver. 1, 2. that they hear God 
fpeaking to them by his word, and ufe their utmoft endeavour 
to acquaint themfelves with his. will, ver. 13. (2.) Upon 
condition that they obferve and do all his commandments ; and 
in order to obedience there is need of obfervation? And that 
they keep the commandments of God, ver. 9. and walk in his 
ways ; not only do them for once, but keep them for ever ; 
not only fet out in his ways, but walk in them to the end. 
(3.) Upon condition that they fhould not go afide either to 
the right hand or to the left; either to faperitition on the one 
hand, or profanenefs on the other ; and particularly, that they 
fhould not go. after other gods, ver. 14.; which was the fin that 
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Bleffed /bait thou be when thou comeft in, and | 


‘of all others they were moft prone to, and God would be molt 
difpleafed with. Let them take care to keep up religion, both 
the form and power of it, in their families and nation, and 
God would not fail to blefs them. 

Secondly, The particulars of this bleffing here promifed. 

[1.] It is promifed, that the providence of God fhould 
profper them in all their outward concerns. Thefe bleflings © 
are faid to overtake them, ver. 2. Good people fometimes, m 
the fenfe of their own unworthinefs, are ready to Ay from the 
blefling, and to conclude it belongs not to them; but the blef- 
fing fhall find them out, and follow them notwithftanding : 
Thus in the great day the bleffing will overtake the righteous 
that fay, Lord, when faw we thee hungry, and fed thee ? 
Mat. xxv. 37. It is promifed, . 

1. That they fhould be fafe and eafy; a blefling fhould come 
upon their perfons wherever they were, in the city, or in the 
field, ver. 3. Whether their habitation was in the town or 
country, whether they were’ hufsandmen or tradefmen, whe- 
ther their bufinefs called them into the city or into the field, 
they fhould be preferved from the dangers of both, and have 
the comforts of both. This blefling fhould attend them in their 
journies, going out and coming in, ver. 6. ‘Their perfons should 
be protected, and the affairs they went about fhould fieceed 
well. Obferve here, what a neceffary and conftant depend- 
ance we have upon God, both for the continuance and com- 
fort of this life. We need him at every turn in all the various 
moments of life: We cannot be /afe if he, withdraw his pro~ 
tedtion, nor ea/y if he fufpend his favour; but if he blefs us, 
go where we will, it is well with us. 

2. That their families fhould be built upom a numerous if- 
fue, bleffed fhall be the fruit of thy body, ver. 4.3 and in that 
the Lord fhall make thee plenteous, ver. rt. - In purfuance of 
the promife made te Abraham, that his feed fhould be as the 
fars of heaven for multitude, and that God would be a God 
to them, than which a greater blefling, and more comprehen— 
five, could not be entailed upon the fruit of their body. See 


, Tas but. 9. 


3. That they fhould be rich, and have an abundance of alf 
the good things of this lite, which are promifed them, not 
merely that they might have the pleafure of enjoying them, but 
(as Bifhop Patrick obferves out of one of the Jewifh writers ) that 
they might have wherewithal to honour God, and might be 
helped and encouraged to ferve hin chearfully, and to proceed 
and perfevere in their obedience to him. A blefling is promi- 
fed, (i.} On: all they had without doors, corn and cattle in 
the field, ver. 4,—11. their cows and /heep particularly ; which 
fhould be bleffed for the owners fakes, and niade bleffings to 
them. In order to this it is promifed, that God would give 
them rain in due feafon, which is called his good treafure, 
ver. 11. becaufe with this river of God the earth is. enriched, 
Pfal. Ixv. 9. Our conftant fupplies we muft fee coming from 


_God?s good treafure, and own our obligations to him for 


them; if he with-hold his’ rain, the fruits both of the ground 
and of the cattle foon perifh. (2.) On all they had with- 
in doors, the bafket and ftore, ver. 5. the ftore-houfés or 
barns, ver. 8. when jt is brought home God will blefs it, and 
not blow upon it, as fometimes he doth, Hag. i. 6,9. We ’ 
depend upon God and his blefling, not only for our yearly 
corn out of the field;. but for our daily bread out of our bafket: 
and ftore, and therefore are taught to pray for it every day. 

4. hat they fhould have fuccefs in all their enrployments, 


| which would be a conftant fatisfaction to them, The Lord 
- fhall command the blefling (and it is he only that can com- 
“mand it) upon thee ;. not only in all thou haft, but in all tho 
| doeft,. all that thou fettef? thine hand unto, ver. 8. 
' mated, that evenj when they were rich they mutt noi be idles 


‘Ehis inti- 


bue 
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~but muft find fome good employment or other to fet their hand 
sto; and God would own their induftry, and ble/s the work of 
their hand, ver. 12. for that which makes rich, and keeps fo, 


is the blefing of the Lord upon the hand of the diligent, Prov. X. 


4, 22. 
5. That they fhould have honour among: their neighbours, 
ver. 1. The Lord thy God will fet thee on high above all na- 
_tions. THe made them fo by taking them into covenant with 
himfelf, chap. xxvi. 19. and he would make them more and 
more fo by their outward profperity, if they would not by fin 
difparage themfelyes.. Two things fhould help to make them 
great among the nations. (1.) Their wealth, ver. 12. Thou /balt 
‘dend to many nations upon intereft, which they were allowed to 
take from the neighbour-nations, but shou /balt not have occa- 
-fion to dorrow. This would give them a mighty influence up- 
on all about them; for the borrower is fervant to the lender. 
It may be meant of trade and commerce, that they fhould ex- 
‘port abundantly more than they fhould import, which would 
.: keep the balance on their fide. (2.) Their power, ver. 13. 
The Lord fhall make thee the head, to give law to all about 
them, to exact tribute, and to arbitrate all controverfies. Eve- 
ry fheaf fhall bow to theirs ; which fhould make them fo con- 
fiderable, that al/ the people of the earth fhould be afraid of 
them, ver. 10. 7. @. fhould reverence their true grandeur, and 
‘dread making them their enemies. The flourifhing of religion 
-among them, and the blefling of God upon them, would make 


them formidable to all their neighbours, terrible as an army with 


banners. 
6. That they fhould be victorious over their enemies, and 
- profper in all their wars. If any were fo daring as to rife up 
againft them to opprefs them, or encroach upon them, it fhould 
be at their peril ; they fhould certainly fall before them, ver. 7. 
the forces of the enemy, though entirely drawn up to come 
againft them one way, fhould be entirely routed, and flee be- 
fore them feven ways, each making the beft of his way. 
From the whole we /earn, though it were well if men would 
believe it, that religion and piety ts the beft friend to outward 
profperity. Though temporal bleflings do not take up fo much 
room in the promifes of the New Teftament as they do in thofe 
of the Old, yet it is enough that our Lord Jefus has given us 
his word, (and fure we may take his word,) that if we eek 
_ Sift the kingdom of God, and the righteoufne/s thereof, all other 
things fhall be added to us, as far as Infinite Wifdom fees 
good, and who can defire it farther ? Mat. vi. 33. 

[2.] It is likewife promifed, that the grace of God fhould 
eftablifh them a holy people, ver. 9. Having taken them into 
covenant with himfelf, he would keep them in covenant; and 
provided they ufed the means of ftedfaftnefs, he would give 
them the grace of ftedfaltnefs, that they /hould not depart 
from him. Note, Thofe that are fincere in holinefs, God 
will eftablifh in holinefs ; and he is of power to do it, Rom. xvi. 


25. he that is holy fhall be holy ftill: And thofe whom God. 


efablifheth in holinefs, he thereby eftablifheth a people to him- 
Self; for as long -as we keep clofe to God, he will never for- 
fake us. —This e/tablifhment of their religion would be the ¢ffa- 
blifoment of their reputation, ver. 10. All the people of the earth 
Sfaall fee, and own, that thou art called by the name of the Lord, 
i. e. that thou art a moft excellent and glorious people, under 
the particular care and countenance of the great God. They 
fhall be made to know that a people called by the name of Fe: 
hovah is without doubt the happieft people under the fun, even 
their enemies themfelves being judges. The favourites of hea- 
ven are fruly great, and firft or laft it will be made to appear 
that they are fo; if not in this world, yet at that day, when 
thofe who confefs Chrift now fhall be confeffed by him before 
men and angels, as thofe whom he delights to honour. 
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15 4 But it fhall come to pafs, if thou wilt 
not hearken unto the voice of the Lor» thy - 
God, to obferve to do all his commandments 
and his ftatutes which I command thee this day; 
that all thefe curfes fhall come upon thee, and 
overtake thee. 16 Curfed fdalt thou be in the 
city, and curfed /balt thou be in the field.- 17 
Curfed /hall be thy bafket and thy ftore. 18 
Curfed /hail be the fruit of thy body, and the 
fruit of thy land, the increafe of thy kine, and 
the flocks of thy fheep. 19 Curfed /Baft thou 
be when thou comeft in, and curfed /balt thou 
be when thou goeft out. 20 The Lorp {hall 
fend upon thee curfing, vexation, and rebuke, 
in all that thou fetteft thine hand unto for to 
do; until thou be deftroyed, and until thou pe- 
rifh quickly ; becaufe of the wickednefs of thy 
doings whereby thou haft forfaken me. 21 The 
Lorp fhall make the peftilence cleave unto 
thee, until he have confumed thee from off'the 
land, ‘whither thou goeft to poffefs it. 22 The 
Lorp {hall {mite thee with a confumption, and 
with a fever, and with an inflammation, and 
with an extreme burning, and with the fword, 
and with blafting, and with mildew: and they 
fhall purfue thee until thou perifh. 23 And thy 
heaven that zs over thy head fhall be brafs, and 
the earth that zs under thee /bal/ be iron. 24 
The Lorn fhall make the rain of thy land pow- 
der and duft: from heaven fhall it come down 
upon thee, until thou be deftroyed. 25 The 
Lorp {hall caufe thee to be fmitten before thine 
enemies: thou fhalt go out one way againft 
them, and flee feven ways before them; and 
fhalt be removed into all the kingdoms of the 
earth. 26 And thy carcafe fhall be meat unto 
all the fowls of the air, and unto the beafts of 
the earth, and no man fhall fray them away. 
27 The Lorp will fmite thee with the botch of 
Egypt, and with the Emrods, and with the 
{cab, and with the itch, whereof thou canft not 
be healed. 28 The Lorn fhall {mite thee with 
madnefs, and blindnefs, and aftonifhment. of 
heart. 29 And thou fhalt grope at noon-day, 
as the blind gropeth in darknefs, and thou fhalt 
not profper in thy ways: and thou fhalt be only 
opprefled, and fpoiled evermore, and no man 
fhall fave thee. 30 Thou fhalt betroth a wife, 
and another man {hall lie with her: thou fhalt 
build an houfe, and thou fhalt not dwell there- 
in: thou fhalt plant a vineyard, and fhalt not 
gather the grapes thereof. 31 Thine ox /haill 
be flain before’ thine eyes, and’ thou fhalt not 
eat thereof: thine afs /ball be violently taken 

~ away 
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- gway from before thy face, and fhall not be re- 
ftored to thee: thy fheep /ball be given unto 
thine enemies, and thou fhalt have none to ref- 
cue them. 32 Thy fons and thy daughters /ball 
. be given unto another people, and thine eyes 
fhall look, and fail with longing for them all 
the day long: and there /hall be no might in 
thine hand. 33 The fruit of thy land, and all 
thy labours, fhall a nation which thou knoweft 
not eat up; and thou fhalt be only opprefled 
and crufhed alway: 34So that thou fhalt be 
mad, for the fight of thine eyes which thou 
fhalt fee. 35 The Lorn fhall {mite thee in the 
knees, and in the legs, with a fore botch that 
cannot be healed, from the fole of thy foot un- 
to the top of thy head. 36 The Lorn fhall 
bring thee, and thy king which thou fhalt fet 
over thee, unto a nation which. neither thou, 
nor thy fathers have known; and there {halt 
thou ferve other gods, wood and ftone. 37 And 
thou fhalt become an aftonifhment, a proverb, 
and a by-word,-among all nations whither the 
Lorp fhall lead thee. 38 Thou fhalt carry 
much feed out into the field, and fhalt gather 
but little in: for the locuft fhall confume it. 39 
Thou fhalt plant vineyards, and drefs them; 
but fhall neither drink of the wine, nor gather 
the grapes: for the worms fhall eat them. 40 
Thou fhalt have olive-trees throughout all thy 
coatts, but thou fhalt not anoint thy/e/f with the 
oil: for thine olive fhall caft bis fruit. 41 Thou 
fhalt beget fons and daughters, but thou fhalt 
not enjoy them: for they fhall go into captivity. 
42 All thy trees and fruit of thy land fhall the 
locuft confume. 43 The ftranger that is with- 
in thee fhall get up above thee very high; and 
thou fhalt come down very low. 44 He {hall 
lend to thee, and thou fhalt not lend to him: he 
fhall be the head, and thou {fhalt be the tail: 


Having viewed the bright fide of the cloud which is towards - 


the obedient, we have now prefented to us the b/ack and dark 

fide which is towards the difobedient. If we do not keep 
God’s commandments, we not only come fhort of the blefling 
promifed, that is not all, but we lay ourfelves under the curfe, 
which is as comprehenfive of a// mifery, as the blefling is of all 
happine/s.._ Obferve, 

Firft, The equity of this curfe. Itis not a curfe caufele/s, 
or for fome light caufe; God feeks not occafion againt{t us, 
- nor is he apt to quarrel with us: That which is here mentioned 
-as bringing the curfe is, (1.) De/pifing God ; refufing to heark- 


en to his voice, ver. 15.3 which {peaks the higheft contempt: 


imaginable, as if what he faid were not worth the heeding, or 
we were not under any obligation to him.. (2.) Difebeying 
him; not doing his commandments, or not obferving to do them, 
None fall under ‘his curfe but thofe that rebel again{t his.com- 
mand. (3.) Deferting him. It is becaufe of the wickedne/> 
of thy doings ; not.only whereby thou ‘haft flighted me, but 
ecw OL: 2. 
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God never cafts us 
off till we firft caft him off. It intimates, that their idolatry, 
by which they for/ook the true God for falfe gods, would. be 
their de/froying fin more than any other. 

Secondly, Vhe extent and efficacy of this curfe. Thefe cur- 
fes fhall come upon thee from above, and fhall overtate thee; 
though thou endeavour to efcape them, it is to no purpofe to 
attempt it, they fhall follow thee whitherfoever thou goelt, and 
Jfeize thee, overtake thee, and overcome thee, ver. 15. It is faid 
of the finner, when God’s wrath is in the purfuit of him, that: 
he would fain flee out of his hand, Job xxvii. 22, but he can- 
not; if he flee from the iron weapon, yet the bow of freel {hall 
reach him, and /rrike him through. ‘Where is no ranning from 
God but by running to fim, no fleeing from his juftice but by 
‘fleeing to his mercy. See Pfal. xxi. 8. (1.) Wherever the 
finner goes, the curfe of God follows him ; wherever he is, it 
refts upon him. He is curfed in the city and in the field, ver. 
16. ‘The {trength of the city cannot fhelter him from it, the 
pleafant air of the country is no fence againft thefe peftilential 
{teams. He is curfed, ver. 1g. when he comes in ; for the 
curfe is upon the houfe of the wicked, Prov. iii. 33.3 and he is 
curfed when he goes out, for he cannot leave that curfe behind 
him, nor get rid of it, which is entered into his bowels like 
water, and: like oil into his bones... (2.) Whatever he has is 
under a curfe; curfed is the ground for his fake, and all that is 
on it, or comes out of it; and fo he is curfed from the ground 
as Cain, Gen.iv. 11. The da/ket and fore is curfed, ver. 17, 
18. All his enjoyments being forfeited by him, are in a man- 
ner forbidden to him, as curfed things, which he has no title to. 
To thofe whofe mind and confcience is defiled, every thing elfe 
is fo, Tit. i. 15. ‘They are all embittered to him: He cannot 
take any true comfort in them, for the wrath of God mixes 
itfelf with them; and he is fo far from having any fecurity of 
the continuance of them, that if his eyes be open-he may fee 
them all condemned, and ready to be confifcated, and with them 
all his joys, and all his hopes gone for ever. (3.) Whatever 
he doth is under acurfe too: It is a curfe in all that de\/etteth 
his-hand unto, ver. 20.: A con{tant difappointment whichthey | 
are fubjeé&t to that fet their hearts upon the world, and expect 
their happinefs in it, and which cannot but be a conftant vewa- 
tion. This curfe here is juft the rever/e of the bleffing in the 
former part of the chapter. ‘Thus whatever blifs there is in 
heaven, there is not only the want of it, but the contrary to it 
in hell, Ifa. Ixv. 13. MLy fervants fhall eat, but ye fball be 
hungry. 2 

Many particular judgments are here inftanced in, which 
would be the fruits of the curfe, and with which God would 
punifh the people of the Jews for their apoftafy and difobedi- 
‘ence. 1. Thefe judgments. threatened are of divers kinds, 
for God has many arrows in his quiver, four fore judgments, 
Ezek. xiv. 21. and many more. 2. They are here reprefent- 
ed very terrible, and the defcriptions of them are exceeding 
lively and affecting, that men knowing thefe terrors of the Lord, 
might, if poflible, be perfuaded. 3. The threatenings of the 
fame judgment are feveral times repeated, that they might 
make the more deep and lafting impreflions 5 and to” intimate, 
that if they:perfifted in. their.difobedience, the judgment which 
they thought was over, and of ‘which they faid, Surely the 
bitternefs of it is paft, would «return with double force; for 
when God judgeth he will overcome. i 

(1.) Bodily difeafes are here threatened ;: that.they fhould 
be epidemical in their land. Thefe God makes ofe: of fome- 
times for the chaftifement and improvement of his own people; 
Lord, behold he whom thou loveft is ficks But here they are 
threatened to be brought upon his enemies as tokens of his 
wrath, and defigned for their ruin. So that according to the 
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temper of our fpirits under ficknefs, accordingly it is to us a> 
blefiag or acurfe. But whatever ficknefs may be to particular 
perfons, it is certain epidemical difeafes raging among a people 

are national judgments, and are fo to be accounted. He here 

threatens, 1. Painful difeafes, ver. 35. a fore botch, beginning 

in the legs and knees, but {preading, like Job’s boils, from head 
to foot. 2. Shameful difeafes, ver. 27. the botch of Egypt, 

(fuch boils and blains as the Egyptians had been plagued with 

when God brought Ifrael from among them, and the emerods, 

and fab; vile difeafes, the juft punifhment of thofe who by 

fin had made themfelves vile. 3. Mortal difeafes: The pe/ft- 

lence, ver. 21.5 the con/umption, (put for all chronical difeafes, ) 

and the fever, (for all acute difeafes,) ver.22. See Lev. xxvi. 

36.3; and all incurable, ver. 27. 

(2.) Famine and fcarcity of provifions: And this, 1. For 
want of rain, ver. 23, 24. Thy heaven over thy head, that part 
that is over ¢hy land, /hall be as dry as bra/s, while the heavens 
over other countries fhall diftil their dews: And.when the 
heaven is as bra/fs, the earth of courfe will be as iron, fo hard 
and unfruitful ; inftead of rain, the du/? fhall be d/own out of the 
highways into the field, and fpoil that little that there is of the 
fruits of the earth. 2. By deftroying infects. ‘The /ocu/ts fhould 
deftroy the corn, fo that they fhould not have fo much as their 
feed again, ver. 38, 42. And the fruit of the vine, which 
should make glad their hearts, fhould be all worm-eaten, ver. 
39.3 and the olive, fome way or other, fhould be made to ca/f 
its fruits, ver. 40. The heathen ufed many fuperftitious cu- 
ftoms, in honour of their idol-gods, for the preferving of the 
fruits of the earth ; but Mofes tells Ifrael, that the only way 
they had to prefervé them was to keep God’s commandments ; 
for he is a God that will not be /ported with, like their idols, 
but will be ferved in fpirit and in truth. This threatening 
we find fulfilled in Ifrael, 1 Kings xvii. 1. Jer. xiv. 1. Joel i. 4. 

_ (3.) That they fhould be {mitten before their enemies in 
war, who, it is likely, would be the more cruel to them, when 
they had them at their mercy, for the feverity they had 
wed againft the nations of Canaan, which their neigh- 
bours in after-ages would be apt to remember again{t them, 
ver. 25: It would make their flight the more. fhameful,. and 
the more grievous, that they might have triumphed over their 
enemies if they had but been faithful to their God. The car- 
cafes of thofe that were flain in war, or died in captivity among 
itrangers, fhould be meat to the fowls, ver 26.; and an LIfrael- 
ite, having forfeited the favour of his God, -fhould have fo 
little humanity fhewed him, as that no man /hould fray them a- 
away: So odious would God’s curfe make them to all mankind. 

(4-) That they fhould be infatuated in. all their counfels, fo 
as not to difcern their own intere{t, nor bring any thing to pafs 
for the public good, ver. 28, 2). The Lord fball fmite thee 
with madnefs and blindnefs. Note, God’s judgments can reach 
the minds of men, to fill them with .darknefs and horror, as well 
as their bodies and eftates; and thofe are the foretafte of all 
jedgments, which make men a terror to themfelves, and their 
own deftroyers. That that which they contrived to fecure 
themfelves by, fhould {till turn to their prejudice. Thus we 
often find that the allies they contided in difreffed them, and 
helped them not, 2 Chron. xxvii. 20.—Thofe that will not 
walk in God’s counfels, are juftly left to be ruined by heir 
own + and thofe that are wilfully blind to their duty, deferve 
to be made blind to their intereft; and feeing they loved dark- 
nefs rather than light, let them grope at noon-day, as in the 
dark. 

(5.) That they fhould be plundered of all their enjoyments, 
{tripped of all by the prod and imperious conqueror ; fuch as 
Benhadad was to Abab, 1 Kings xx. 5, 6. Not only their 
houfes and vineyards thould be taken from them, but their wives 
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and children, ver. 30,——32- Their deareft comforts, which 
they took moft pleafure in, and. promifed themfelves moft from, 
fhould be the entertainment and triumph of their enemies. As 
they had dwelt in houfes which they builded not, and eaten of 
vineyards which they planted not, chap. iv. 10, 11. fo others 
fhould by them. ‘Their oxen, affes, and fheep, like Job’s, ta- 
ken away before their eyes, and they fhould not be able to re~ 
cover them, ver. 31. and all the fruit of their and and labours 
fhould be devoured and eaten up by the enemy; fo that they 
and theirs would want necefflaries, while their enemies were re- 
velling with that which they had laboured for. ; 

(6.) That they thould be carried captives into’a far coun- 
try; nay, into all the kingdoms of the earth, ver. 24.: Their 
fons and daughters, whom they promifed themfelves comfort in, 
fhould go into captivity, ver. 41. and they themfelves at length, 
and their king, in whom they promifed themfelves fafety and 
fettlement, ver. 36. This was fully accomplifhed, when the 
ten tribes firft were carried captive into Affyria, 2 Kings xxit. 
6.3 and not long after the two tribes into Babylon, and two 
of their kings, 2 Kings xxiv. 14, 15.—-xxv. 7, 21. That 
which is mentioned as an aggravation of their captivity is, that 
they fhould go into an unénown country, the language and cu- 
ftoms of which would be very uncouth, and their treatment a- 
mong them barbarous, and there they thould /erve other gods, 
i. e. be compelled to do fo by their enemies, as they were in 
Babylon, Dan. iit.6. Note, God often makes mens fin their 
punifhment, and chufeth their delufions. Ye thall ferve other 
gods, i. &. ye fhall ferve thofe that do ferve them: A nation 
is often in fcripture called by the name of its god, as Jer. xlviit. 
7. They had made idolaters their affociates, and now God 
made idolaters their oppreffors. 

(7-) That thofe which remained fhould be infulted and ty- 
rannized over by {trangers, ver. 43, 44.; fo the ten tribes were 
by the colonies which the king of Affyria fent to take poflef- — 
fion of their land, 2 Kings xvi. 24. Or this may be meant 
of the gradual encroachments which the {trangers within their 
gates fhould make upon them, fo as infenfibly to worm them out 
of their eftates. We read of the fulfilling of this, Hof. vii. g. 
Strangers have devoured his flrength, foreigners eaten the bread 
out of the mouths of true-born Ifraelites, by which they were 
juitly chaftifed for introducing ftrange gods. 

(8.) That their reputation among their neighbours fhould~ 
be quite funk, and they that had been a mame, and a praifey 
fhould be an affoni/oment, a proverb, and a by-word, ver. 37. 
Some have obferved the fulfilling of this threatening in this pre- 
fent ftate; for when we would exprefs the moft perfidious and 
barbarous treatment, we fay, Mone but a Few would have done 
fo. - Thus is fin a reproach to any people. - 

Lafily, ‘To complete their mifery, it is threatened, that they 
fhould be put quite out of the poffeffion of their own fouls by 
all thefe troubles, ver. 34. Zhou Jhalt be mad for the fight of 
thine eyes, i. €. quite bereaved of all comfort and hope, and a- 
bandoned to utter defpair. Thofe that walk by fight, and not 
by faith are in danger of Jofing reafon irfelf, when every thing 
about them looks frightful; and their condition is woful indeed 
that are mad for the fight of their eyes. 


45 Moreover, all thefe curfes fhall come up- 
on thee, and fhall purfue thee, and overtake 
thee, till thou be deftroyed : becaufe thou hear- 
kenedit not unto the voice of the Loxp thy 
God, to keep his commandments and his fta- 
tutes which he commanded thee. 46 And they 
fhall be upon thee for a fign and for a wonder, 
and upon thy feed for ever. 47 Becaufe thou 

“fervedit 
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fervedtt not the Lorp thy God with joyfulnefs, 
and with gladnefs of heart, for the abundance 


of all things: 48 Therefore fhalt thou ferve 


thine enemies which the Lorp fhall fend againft 


thee, in hunger, and in thirft, and in nakednefs, | 


and in want of all things: and he fhall put a 
yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he have de- 
ftroyed thee. 49 The Lorn fhall bring a na- 
tion againft thee from far, from the end of the 
earth, as /wift as the eagle flieth, a nation whofe 
tongue thou fhalt not underftand; 50 A nation 
of fierce countenance, which fhall not regard 
the perfon of the old, nor fhew favour to the 
young. 51 And he fhall eat the fruit of thy 
cattle, and the fruit of thy land, until thou be 
deftroyed: which a//o fhall not leave thee e7- 
ther corn, wine, or oil, or the increafe of thy 
kine, or flocks of thy fheep, until he have de- 
ftroyed thee. 52 And he fhall befiege thee 
in all thy gates, until thy high and fenced walls 
come down, wherein thou truftedft, throughout 
all thy land: and he fhall befiege thee in all 
thy gates, throughout all thy land which the 
Lorp thy God hath given thee. 53 And thou 
fhalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flefh 
of thy fons and of thy daughters (which the 
Lorp thy God hath given thee,) in the fiege, 
and in the ftraitnefs wherewith thine enemies 


_ fball diftrefs thee: 54 So that the man that is 


tender among you and -very delicate, his eye 
fhall be evil toward his brother, and toward the 
wife of his bofom, and towards the remnant of 
his children which he fhall leave: 55 So that 


he will not give to any of them of the fleth of 


his children whom he fhall eat: becaufe he hath 


- nothing left him in the fiege, and in the - ftrait- 


nefs wherewith thine enemies fhiall diftrefs thee 
in all thy gates. 56 The tender and delicate 
woman among you, which would not adventure 
to fet the fole of her foot upon the ground for 
delicatenefs and tendernefs, her eye fhall be 
evil towards the hufband of her bofom, and to- 
wards her fon, and towards her daughter, 57 
And towards her young one that cometh out 
from between her feet, and towards her chil- 
dren which fhe fhall bear: for fhe fhall eat 
them for want of all things fecretly in the fiege 
and ftraitnefs wherewith thine enemy {hall di- 
ftrefs thee in thy gates. 58 If thou wilt not 
obferve to do all the words of this law that are 
written in this book, that thou mayeft fear this 
glorious and fearful name, THE LORD THY 
GOD; 59 Then the Lorp will make thy 
plagues wonderful, and the plagues of thy feed, 
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even great plagues, and of long continuance, 


- and fore fickneffes, and of long continuance. 


60 Moreover, he will bring upon thee all the 
difeafes of Egypt, which thou waft afraid of; 
and they fhall cleave unto thee. 61 Alfo eve- 


_ ry ficknefs, and every plague, which 7s not writ- 


ten in the book of this law, them will the Lorp 
bring upon thee, until thou be dettroyed. 62 
And ye fhall be left few im number, whereas ye 
were as the ftars of heaven for multitude: be- 
caufe thou wouldft not obey the voice of the 
Lorp thy God. .63 And it fhall come to pafs, 
that as the Lorn rejoiced over you to do you 
good, and to multiply you: fo the Lorn will 
rejoice over you to. deftroy you, and to bring 
you to nought; and ye fhall be plucked from 
off the land whither thou goeft to poffefs it. 64 
And the Lorp fhall fcatter thee among all peo- 
ple, from the one end of the earth even unto 
the other; and there thou fhalt ferve other 
gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers have 
known, even wood and ftone. 65 And among 
thefe nations fhalt thou find no eafe, neither 
fhall the fole of thy foot have reft: but the 
Lorp fhall give thee there a trembling heart, 
and failing of eyes, and forrow of mind. 66 
And thy lite fhall hang in doubt» before thee, 
and thou fhalt fear day and night, and {halt 
have none affurance of thy life. 67 In the morn- 
ing thou fivalt fay, Would God it were even; 
and at even thou fhalt fay, Would God it were 
morning, for the fear of thine heart wherewith 
thou wilt fear, and for the fight of thine eyes 
which thou fhalt fee. 68 And the Lorn fhall 
bring thee into Egypt again, with fhips, by the 
way whereof I fpake unto thee, Thou {halt fee 
it no more again: and there ye fhall be fold un- 
to your enemies for bond-men and bond-wo- 
men, and no man fhall buy you. 


One would have thought enough had been faid to. poffefs 
them with a dread of that wrath of God which is revealed 
from heaven againft the ungodkne/s and unrighteoufae/s of men. 
But to fhew how deep the treafures of that wrath are, and that 
ftill there is more and worfe behind, Mofes, when one would 
have thought he had concluded this difmal fubjeét, begins a- 
gain, and adds to this roll of curfes many like words, as Jere- 
miah did to his, chap. xxxvi. 32. It fhould feem that in the 
former part of this commination Mofes foretels their capti- 
ty in Babylon, and the calamities which introduced and at- 
tended that, by which even after their return they were brought 
to that low and poor condition which is defcribed, ver. 44. 
that their enemies fhould be the head, and they the tail: But 
here, in this latter part, he foretels their laft deffrudion by the 
Romans, and their di/perfion thereupon. And the prefent 
deplorable {tate of the Jewith nation, and of all that have in- 
corporated themfelves with them, by embracing their religion, 
doth fo fully and exaétly anfwer this prediGtion ‘here in thefe 
verfes, that it ferves for an inconteliable proof of the ¢ruth of 
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prophecy, and confequently of the divine authority of the fcrip- 
ture. And this laft deftruétion being here reprefented more 
- dreadful than the former, it fhews, that their’ fin in rejecting 
Chrift and his gofpel was more heinous and more provoking to 
God than idolatry itfelf, and left them more under the power of 
Satan ; for their captivity in Babylon cured them effectually of 
their idolatry in feventy years time, but under this laft deftruc- 
tion, now for above fixteen hundred years, they continue in- 
curably averfe to the Lord Jefus. 
-Obferve, Fir/?, What is here faid in general of the wrath 
of God, which fhould Zight and Jie upon them for their fins. 

(1.) That if they would not beruled by the commands of 
God, they fhould certainly be ruined by his curfe, ver. 45, 46. 
Becaufe thou didit not keep his commandments, (efpecially that 
of hearing and obeying the great Prophet,) thefe curfes /hall 
come upon thee, as upon a people appointed to deftruétion, the 
generation of God’s wrath ; and they fhall be for a fign, and 
for a wonder. It is amazing to think, that.a people fo long 
the favourites of heaven fhould be fo perfectly abandoned and 
caft off; that a people fo clofely incorporated fhould be fo 
univerfally difperfed ; and yet that a people fo feattered in all 
nations fhould preferve themfelves diftingt, and not mix with 
any, but, like Cain, be fugitives and vagabonds, and yet mark- 
ed to be known. 

(2.) That if they would not ferve God with chearfulne/s, 
they fhould be compelled to ferve their enemies, ver. 47, 48. 
‘That they might know the difference, 2 Chron. xii. 8. which 
fome think is the meaning of Ezek. xx. 24; 25. Becaufe they 
defpifed my flatutes, I gave them flatutes that were not good. 
‘Obferve, here, 1. It is juftly expected from thofe to whom 
God gives an abundance of the good things of this life, that 
they fhould ferve him. What doth he maintain us for, but 
that we may do his work, and be fome way ferviceable to his 
honour ? 2. The more God gives us, the more chearfully we 

_ thould ferve him. Our abundance fhould be oil to the wheels 
of our obedience. God is a matter that will be ferved with 
gladnefs, and delights to hear us fing at our work. 3. If 
when we receive the gifts of God’s bounty, we either do not 
ferve him at all, or ferve him with relu€tancy; it is a righte- 
ous thing with him to make us know the hardfhips of want 
and /erviiude. They deferve to have caufe given them to 
complain, who complain without a caufe. Tri/lis es, &F felix! 
Happy, and yet not eafy!. Blufh at thy own folly and. ingra- 
titude. 

(3.) That if they would not give glory to Ged, by an awful 
obedience, he would get him honour upon them by wonderful 
plagues, ver. 58, 59. Note, 1. God juftly expects from us 
shat we fhould fear his fearful name; and, which is ftrange, 
that name which is here propofed as the obje@ of our fear is, 
The Lord thy God, which is very fitly here put in our Bibles 
in capital letters ; for nothing can found more truly augu/. 
As nothing is more comfortable, fo nothing more awful, than 
this, ‘hat he with whom we have to do is Jehovah, a Being 
infinitely perfeét and bleffed, and the author of all being ; and 
that he 1s owr God, our rightful Lord and owner, from whom 
we are to receive laws, and to whom we are to give account. 
This is great, and greatly to be feared. 2. We may juftly ex- 
pect from God, that if we do not, fear his fearful name, we 

_ fhould feel his fearful plagues ; for one way or other God will 
be feared. All God’s plagues are dreadful, but fome are won- 
der ful, which carry in them extraordinary fignatures of divine 
power and juftice, fo that a man upon the firlt view of them, 
may fay, Verily, there is a God that judgeth in the earth. 

Secondly, How the deftruétion threatened is defcribed. 
Mofes is here upon the fame melancholy fubjeét' that. our Sa- 
yiour is difcoutiing of to hts difciples in his farewel fermon, 
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» to the perpetual reproach of the Jewifh nation. 


Mat. xxiv. viz. The deftruétion’of Jerufalem and the Jewith 
nation. he 
Five things are here foretold as fteps to their ruin. 4 

1. That they fhould be invaded by a foreign enemy, a aa 
tion from far, viz. the Romans, as /wift as the eagle haltening 
to the prey. Our Saviour makes ufe of this fimilitude in fore- 
telling this déftruction, that ewhere the carcafe is, there will the 
edigles be gathered together, Mat. xxiv. 28. and Bifhop Patrick. 
obferves, (to make the accomplifhment the more remarkable, ) 
that the enfign of the Roman armies was an eagle. This na- 
tion is faid to be of a fierce countenance, an indication of a fierce 
nature, {tern and fevere, that would not pity the weaknefs and 
infirmity either of Jittle children, or of old people. 

2. That the country fhould be laid wajfte, and all the fruits 
of it eaten up by this army of foreigners, which is the natural 
confequent of an invafion, efpecially when it is made as that. 
of the Romans was, for the chaftifement of rebels, ver. 51. 
He shall eat the fruit of thy cattle and land ; {o that the inha- 
bitants fhould be ftarved, while the invaders fhould be fed to 
the full. 

3. That their cities /hould be befieged 3 and that fuch would 
be the obftinacy of the befieged, and fuch the vigour of the 
befiegers, that they would be reduced to the laf? extremity, and, 
at length, fall into the hands of the enemy, ver. 52. _ No 
place, though ever fo well fortified, no, not Jerufalem itfelf, 
though it held out long, would efcape. “Icwo. of the common 
confequences of a long fiege are here foretold: 1..A miferable 
famine, which would prevail to that degree, that, for want of 
food, they fhould il] and eat their own children, ver. 53. Men 
fhould do fo, notwithftanding their hardinefs and ability to 
bear hunger; and though obliged, by the law of nature, to 
provide for their own families, yet they fhould. refufe to give 
to the wife and children, that were ftarving, any of the child 
that was barbaroufly butchered, ver. 54, 55. Nay, that wo- 
men, ladies of quality, notwithftanding: their natural nicenefs 
about their food, and their natural affection to their children ; 
yet, for want of food, fhould fo far forget all humanity, as to 
kill and eat them, ver. 56, 57. Let us obferve, by the way, 


~ how hard this fate muft needs be to the tender and delicate wo- 


men, and learn not to indulge ourfelves in tenderne/s and desi 
cacy, becaufe we know not what we may be reduced to before 
we die; and the more ace we are,.the harder it will be to us 
to bear want, and the more danger we fhall be in of facrificing 
reafon, and religion, and natural affection itfelf, to the clamours 
and cravings of an’ unmortified, ungoverned appetite. ‘This. 
threatening was fulfilled, in the Jetter of it, more than once, 
Never was 
the like done either by Greek or barbarfan, but in the fiege of 
Samaria a woman boiled her own fon, 2 Kings vi. 28, 20. 
And it ts fpoken of as commonly done among them in the 
fiege of Jerufalem by the Babylonians, Lam. iv. 10. And 
in the laft fiege by the Romans, Jofephus tells us of a noble- 
woman that killed and eat her own child, through the extre- 
mity of the famine ; and when fhe had caten one half fecredly, 


ver. 57. that fhe might have it to herfelf, the mob {melling 


meat, got into the houfe, to whom fhe fhewed the other half, 
which fhe had kept till another time, inviting them to fhare 
with her. | What is too barbarous for them to do -that are a~ 
bandoned of God! Sicknefs is another common effec of a 
ftrait and long fiege; and that is here: threatened, Sore Sick- 
neffes, and of a long continuance, ver. 59. Thefe fhould attend 
the Jews wherever they went afterwards, the difeafes of E- 
gypt, leprofies, botches, and foul ulcers, ver. 60. Nay, as if 
the particular miferies here threatened were’ not enough, he 
concludes with an €¢. ver. 61. The: Lord will bring upon 
thee every fickne/s and every plague, though it be aot aoritien 
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in the Sook of this law. Thofe that fall undér the curfe of 
God will find that the one half was not told them of the 
weight and terror of that cur/e. 

4. That multitudes of them fhould serif fo that they fhould 
become few in-number, ver. 62. 
had wonderfully increafed, fo that they were as the flars of hea- 
ven for multitude, but, for their fin, dimini ifoed and brought low, 
Pfal. cvii. 38, 39. It is computed, that in the deftruction of 
the Jewifh nation by the Romans, as appears by the account 
that Jofephus gives of it, there were above two millions that 
fell by the fword in feveral places, befides what perithed by fa- 
mine and peftilence 5 ; fo that the whole country was laid watte, 
and turned into a wildernefs. That is a terrible word, ver. 
63. As the Lord rejoiced over you to do you good, fo he will re- 
joice over you to deflroy you. Behold here the goodne/s and fe- 


verity of God! Mercy here fhines bright in the pleafure God. 


takes in doing good; he rejoiceth in its Yet jultice here appears 


“no lefs illuftrious in the ‘pieafure he takes in deftroying the im- 


penitent 5 ; not as it is the making of his creatures miferable, 
but as it the afferting of his own honour, and the fecuring of 
the ends of his government. See what a malignant,’ mifchic- 
vous thing fin is, which (as I may fay) makes it neceffary for 
the God of infinite goodnefs to rejoice in the de/frudtion of his 
own creatures, even thofe that had been favourites. 

5. That the remnant fhould be f{cattered throughout the na- 
tions. This compleats their woe, ver. 64. 
Scatter thee among ail people. "This is remarkably fulfilled in 
‘their prefent difperfion 5 for'there are Jews to be found almoft 
in all countries that are pofleffed either by Chriftians or Ma- 
-hometans ; and in fuch numbers, that it has been faid, if they 
could#unite in one common intereft they would be a very for- 


_ midable body, and able to deal with the moft powerful {lates 


and princes; but they adide under the power of this curfe, and 
are fo fcattered as that they are not able to incorporate. It is 
here foretold, that in this’ difperfion, 1. They fhould have no 
religion, or noné to any purpofe ; fhould have neither temple, 
nor altar, nor priefthood, for they fhould /erwe other gods. 
Some think this has been fulfilled in the force put upon the 
Jews in popith countries, to worfhip the images that. are. ufed 
in the Romiith church, to their great vexation. 2. They 


fhould have no ref; no relt of body ; the fole of thy foot Jrall 


' not'have reff, ver. 65. but be continually open the remove, ei- 


ther in hope of gain, ox fear of perfecution 5 a !l wandering Jews: 
No reft of the mind (which is much worfe,) but a érembling 
heart, ver. 65.5 no effurance of life, ver. 66.3 weary both of 
light and darknefs, which are in their turns both welccme toa 
quiet mind, but to them both day and night would be a ter- 
FOr, Ver. 65. Such a tofs Job was in once, (Job vii. 4.) but 
to them this fhould be conftant and perpetual: That Lindnef 


--and- darkuefs which the apoftle {peaks of as having happened 


to Ifrael, and that puile which bowed down their back alway, 


Rom. xi. 8,—10. muft needs occafion a conftant reftleffnefs and 


amazement. ‘l’hefe are a torment to themfelves ; and to all 
about them, that fear day and night, and are always uneafy : 

Let good people ftrive againft it, and not give way to that fear 
which Aas torment: And let wicked people not be fecure in their 


- wieckednefs, for their hearts cannot endure, nor can their hands 


be {trong, when the terrors of God fet themfelves in array a- 
gaint them. ‘They that fay in the morning, O that it were e- 
ven, and in zne evening, O that u were morning, thew, (1. JA 
conflant fret and vexation, chiding the hours for linge ering, and 
complaining of the length of every minute. Let. time be pre- 
cious to. us when we are in profperity, and then it will not be 
{> tedious to us when we are in afflictions, as otherwife it would, 
(2.) A conflant fright and terror ; afraid in the morning of the 
arrow that fieth by day, and therefore withing the day over 5 


It was a nation that God ° 


The Lord foall : 


re 
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and what the better ? when evening comes the trembling heart. 
is no lefs apprehenfiye of the erron by night, Plal. xci. 5, 6 


- Happy they whofe minds being {taid on God are’ quiet from the 


| fear of evil. 


| 


Obferve here, the terror arifeth not only froay 
the fight of the eyes, but from the fear of the heart; not only 
from the real dangers, but from imaginary ones: The caufes 
of fear, many times when they come to be inquired into, prove’ 
to be only the creatures of the fancy. 

Lafily, In the clofe, God threatens to leave .them as 3 he 
found them, in ahowfe of bondage, ver. 68. ~The Lord foal! 
bring thee into Egypt again, i. e. into fach a miferable ftate as - 
they were in when they were flaves to the Egyptians, and run 
led by them with rigour. God had brought them out of E- 
gypt, and had faid, they /hould fee it no more again, Deut. xvii. 
16. but now they fhould be reduced to the fame {tate of flave- 
ry that they had been in there. To be fold to rangers would 
be bad enough, but much worfe to be fold to their enemies. 
And even flaves may be valued as fuch, but.a Jew fhould be 
in fo ill aname for all that is naught, that when he was expo- 
fed to fale.no man Jhould buy pies which would make his maf- 

er that had him to fell, Ai more fevere with him. Thirty 
Jews (they fay) have been {old fon onestmall piece of moneys. 
as they fold oar Saviour for thirty pene 

.Now tipon the whole matter, 1. The accomplifhment of 
thefe predictions upon the Jewith feeds fhews that Mofes fpake 
by the Spirit of God, who certainly forefees the ruin of finners, 
and gives them warning of it, that they may prevent it by a. 
true and timely repentance, or elfe be left inexcufable. 2. et 
us all from hence learn to fland in awe, and not to fin. 
have heard of a wicked man, who ypon reading the eee 
ings of this chapter was fo enraged. that he tore the leaf out of 
his Bible, as Jehoiakim cut Jeremiah’ s roll: But to what pur- 
pofe is it to deface a copy while the orig: inal remains upea re- 
cord» in the divine counfels, by which ita s yinalterably deter- 
mined that the wages of fin is death, cia: men will hear, 
or whether they will forbear? 


Os a Oe ee we. 

The frfi words of this chapler are the contents of it; Thefe.. 
are the words of the covenant, ver. 1. the/e that follow ; 
Here wy 1. A recual of God’s dealings with them, in 6. 
der to the bringing of them into this. covenant, ver. 2y~—« 

8. I. A folemn charge to them to keep the covengnt, ver. 
‘g. III. An abfrad of The covenant ifelf, 5 WES. DR at 2: 
IV. 4 fpecification of the perfons taken into the covenant, 
ver, 10, 11,14, 15. V. Ait intimation of the great defign 
of this covenant againft OUD in a parenibefis, ver. 16, 
i. Nee A moft. Teka and dreadful denunciation of the 
wraih of God ogainfi fuch persons as promife themfelves 
peace tn a finful way, ver. 18 28. VIL. The conclu 
Sion. of this treaty, wih a difindion between things ee Bly: 4 
_ and things revealed, VETo.2Qe» * 


~Hese are the words of the covenant Ww dich 
the Lorp commanded. Mofes to. make 

with the children. of Ifrael, in the land.of Moab, 
befide the covenant aieh he made with.them 
in:Horeb... 2° And Mofes called unto all If. 
rael, and faid’ unto them, Ye have feen all that 
the Lorn did before your eyes in ane land of E- 
gypt,; unto:Pharaoh, ‘and unto all his fervants, 
and unto alk-his land; 3.'‘The great temptations 
‘which thine eyes have feen, the figns:and thofe 
great miracles: 4 Yct the Lorp hath not given 
your 
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you an heart to perceive, and eyes to fee, and 
ears to hear unto this day. 5 And I have led 
you forty years in the wildernefs; your clothes 
are not waxen old upon you, and thy {hoe is 
mot waxen old upon thy foot. 6 Ye have not 
eaten bread, neither have you drunk wine, or 
{trong drink: that ye might know that I am 
the Lorp your God. 7 And when ye came 
unto this place, Sihon the king of Hefhbon, and 
Og the king of Bafhan, came out againit us un- 
to battle, and we {mote them. 8 And we took 
their land, and gave it for an inheritance unto 
the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to the 
half-tribe of Manafleh. g Keep therefore the 
words of this covenant, and do them, that ye 
may profper in all that ye do. 


Now Mofes had largely repeated the commands which the 
people were to obferve as their part of the covenant, and the 
' promifes and threatenings which God would make good (ac- 
cording as they behaved themfelves) as his part of the cove- 
nant; the whole is here fummed up in a federal tranfaétion. 
The covenant formerly made is here renewed, and Mofes, that 
was before, is {till the mediator of it, ver. 1. Zhe Lord com- 
manded Mofes to make it. Mofes himfelf, though fing in Fe- 
jfeurun, could not make the covenant, any otherwife than as 
God gave him inftruétions. It doth not lie in the power of 
minifters to fix the terms of the covenant, they are only to dif- 
penfe the feals of it. This is faid to be befide the covenant made 
én FHoreb; for though the covenant was the fame, yet it was a 
new promulgation and ratification of it. Tt is probable fome 
now living, though not of age to be mu/ffered, were of age to 
confent for themfelves to the covenant made at Horeb, and 
yet it is here renewed. Note, Thofe that have folemnly co- 
venanted with God fhould take all opportunities to do it again, 
as thofe that like their choice too well to change. i But the far 
greater part were a new generation, and therefore the covenant 
muft be made afre/h with them, for it is fit the covenant fhould 
be renewed to the children of the covenant. 
It is ufual for indentures to begin with a recital: This doth 
fo, with a rebearfal of the great things God had done for them. 
“{1.] As encouragement to them, to believe that God would 
indeed be to them a God ; for he would not have done fo much 
for them if he had not defigned more, to which all he had. hi- 
therto done was but a-preface (as it were) or introduction : 
Nay, he had fhewed himfelf a God in what he had hitherto 
done for them, which might raife their expectations of fomething 


great, and anfwering the vaft extent and compafs of that preg-_ 


nant promife, that God would be to them a God. [2.] As 
aa engagement npon them to be to him an obedient people, in 
confideration of what he had done for them. 

For the proof of what he here advanceth, he appeals to their 
own eyes, ver. 2. Ye have feen all that the Lord did. 'Their 
own fenfes were unconteftable evidence of the matter of faa, 
that God had done great things for them; -and then their own 
reafon was no lefs a competent judge of the equity of his infe- 
rence from it, ver. g. Keep therefore. the words of this cove- 
nant. 

Thefe things he inftanceth in, to fhew the power and good- 
nefs of God in his appearances for them. (1.) Their deliver- 
ance out of Egypt, ver. 2, 3. 
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them, and Lfrael was fried (for they are called temptations) — 


The amazing figns and mira-: 


Chap. XXIX. 


whether they would truft God to fecure them from, and fave 
them dy, thofe plagues. 
dernefs for forty years, ver. 5, ©. there they were led and clad, 
and fed, by miracles ; though the paths of the wildernefs, were 
not only unknown, but untrodden, yet God kept them from be- 
ing loft there ; and (as Bifhop Patrick obferves) thofe very 
Jooes, which by the appointment of God they put on in Egypt 
at the paffover when they were ready to march, (Exod. xii. 
11.) never wore out, but ferved them to Canaan: and though 
they lived not upon dread which {trengthens the heart, and 
wine which rejoiceth it, but upon manna, and rock water, yet 
they were men of ftrength and courage, mighty men, and able 
to go forth to war. By thefe miracles they were made to know 
that the Lord is God, and by thefe mercies that he was their 


God. (3.) The victory they had lately obtained over Sihon, 


and Og, and that good land which they had taken pofleffion 
of, ver. 7, 8.* Both former mercies, and fre/h mercies, fhould 
be improved by us as inducements to obedience. 

By way of inference from thefe memoirs, (1.) Mofes laments 
their ftupidity, ver. g. Yet the Lord has not given you a heart 
to perceive.—This doth not lay the blame of their fenfelefinefs, 
and fottithnefs, and unbelief upon God, as if they had ftood 
ready to receive his grace, and had begged for it, but he had 
denied them ; no, but it faftens the guilt upon themfelves. The 
Lord, whovis the Father of fpirits, a God in covenant with 
you, and who had always been fo rich in mercy to you, no 
doubt, would have crowned all his other gifts with this; he 
would have given you a heart to perceive, and eyes to fee, if you 
had not by your own frowardnefs and perverfenefs fruftrated 
his kind intentions, and received his grace in vain. Note, 1. 
The hearing ear, the feeing eye, and the underftanding heart, 
are the gift of God. All that have them, have them from him. 
2. God gives not only food and raiment, but wealth, and large 
poffeflions to many, to whom he doth not give grace. Many 
enjoy the gifts that have not hearts to perceive the giver, ner 
the true intention and ufe of the gifts. 3. God’s readinefs to 
do us good in other things, is a plain evidence, that if we have 
not grace, the belt of gifts, it is our own fault, and not his; he 
would have gathered us, and we would not. (2.) Mofes char- 
geth them to be obedient, ver. 9. Keep therefore and do.— 
Note, We are bound in gratitude and intereft, as well as duty 
and faithfulnefs, to éeep the words of the covenant. 


10 ¥ Ye ftand this day all of you before the 
Lorp your God; your captains of your tribes, 
your elders, and your officers, with all the men 
of Hrael. 11 Your little ones, your wives, and 
thy ftranger that ir in thy camp, from the hew- 
er of thy wood unto the drawer of thy water: 
12 That thou fhouldft enter into covenant with 


the Lorn thy God, and into his oath, which the. 


Lorp thy God maketh with thee this day: 13 
That he may eftablith thee to-day for a people 
unto himfelf, and zat he may be unto thee a 


God, as he hath faid unto thee, and as he hath > 


{worn unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Lfaac, 
and to Jacob. 14 Neither with you only do I 


make this covenant and this oath; 15 But with — 
bim that ftandeth here with us this day before ‘ 


the Lorn our God, and: alfo with him that is 


cles by which Pharaoh was p/agued, and compelled to diffs | not here with us this day: 16 (for ye know 


how 


(2.) Their condué& through the wile 


— — 


Chap. XXIX. 


how we have dwelt in the land of Egypt, and 
how we came through the nations which ye 
paffed by. 417 And ye haye feen their abomi- 
nations, and their idols, wood and ftone, filver 
and gold, which weve among them) 18 Lett 
there fhould be among you man, or woman, or 
family, or tribe, whofe heart turneth away this 
day from the Lorn our God, to go and ferve the 
gods of thefe nations ; left there fhould be a. 
mong you a root that beareth gall and worm- 
wood, 1g And it come to pafs when he hear- 
eth the words of this curfe, that he blefs him- 
felf in his heart, faying, I fhall have peace, 
though I walk in the imagination of mine heart, 
to add drunkennefs to thirft: 20 The Lorp 
will not fpare him, but then the anger of the 
Lorn, and his jealoufy fhall fmoke again{t that 
man, and all the curfes that are written in this 
book fhall lie upon him, and the Lorn thal! blot 
out his name from under heaven. 21 And the 
Lorp fhall feparate him ynto evil, out of all the 
tribes of Ifrael, according to all the curfes of the 
covenant, that are written in this book of the 
law. 22 So that the generation to come of 
your children that fhall rife up after you, and 
the ftranger that fhall come from a far land, fhall 
- fay, when they fee the plagues of that land, and 
the fickneffes which the Lorn hath laid upon 
it; 23 And that the whole land thereof zs brim- 
_ ftone, and falt, and burning, that it is not fown, 
nor beareth, nor any grafs #roweth therein, like 
the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah 
and Zeboim, which the Lorn overthrew in his 
anger and in his wrath: 24 Even ail nations 
-fhall fay, Wherefore hath the Lorp done thus 
-unto this land? what meaneth the heat of this 
great anger? 25 Then men {hall fay, Becaufe 
they have forfaken the covenant of the Loxp 
God of their fathers, which he made with them 
when he brought them forth out of the land of 
Egypt. 26 For they went and ferved other 
gods, and worfhipped them, gods whom they 
knew not, and whom he had not given unto 
them. 27 And the anger of the Lorp was kin- 
dled againft this land, to bring upon it all the 
curfes that are written in this book. 28 And 
the Lorp rooted them out of their land in an- 
ger, and in wrath, and in great indignation, and 
caft them into another land, as 7¢ zs this day. 
29 The fecret things belong unto the Lorp our 
God: but thofe things wich are revealed be- 
dong unto us, and to our children for ever, that 
we may do all the words of this law. 


It appears by the length of the fentences here, and by the 
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copioufnefs and pungency of the expreflions, that Mofes, now 
he was drawing near the clofe of his difcourfe, was very warm 
and zealous, and very defirous to imprefs what he faid upon 
the minds of this unthinking people. ‘I’o bind them the fafter 
to God and duty, he here, with great folemnity of expreflion, 
(to make up the want of the external ceremony that was ufed, 
Exod. xxiv. 4, S'c.) concludes a bargain (as it were) between 
them and God, an everlafting covenant which God would not 
forget, and they mu? not. He requires not their explicit con- 
fent, but lays the matter plainly before them, and then leaves 
it between God and their own confciences. Obferve, 

1. The parties to this covenant. 

Itis the Lord their God they are to covenant with, ver 12. 
To him they mutt give up themfelves, to him they mult join 
themfelves. It is Ais oath; he has drawn up the covenant, and 
fettled it; he requires your confent to it; he has fworn to you, 
and to him you mult be fworn. This requires us to. be /in- 
cere and ferious, humble and reverent in our covenant-tranfac- 
tions with God; remembering how great a God he is with 
whom we are covenanting, who has a perfect knowledge of usy 
and an abfolute dominion over us. 

Secondly, They are all to be taken into covenant with him. 
They were all fummoned ‘to attend, ver. 2. and did accord- 
ingly; and are told, ver. 10. what was the defign of their 
appearing before God now, in a body; they were to enter iz- 
to covenant with him, (1.) Even their great men ; the captains 
of their tribes, their e/ders, and officers, muft not think it any 
difparagement to their honour, or diminution of. their power, 
to put their necks under the yoke of this covenant, and to 
draw init. They muft rather Jirft enter into the covenant, 
to fet a good example to their inferiors. (2.) Not the men 
only, but their wzves and children mult come into the cove- 
nant; though they were not aumbered and muflered, yet they 
mutt be joined to the Lord, ver. 11. Obferve, Even Little ones 
are capable of being taken into covenant with God, and are to 
be admitted with their parents. Little children, fo litle as to 
be carried in arms, muft be brought to Chrift, and thall be bie- 
Jed by him, for of fuch was and is the kingdom of God. (3.)_ 
Not the men of L/rael only, but the ranger that was in their 
camp, provided he was fo far profelyted to their religion, as to 
renounce all falfe gods, was taken into this covenant with the 
God of Iftael ; forafmuch as he alfo, though a ftranger, was 
to be looked upon in this matter.as a fon of Abraham, Luke 
xix. 9. This was an early indication of favour to the Gen- 
tiles, and that kindnefs God had in ftore for them. (q.) Not 
the freemen only, but the heawers of wood, and drawers of wa- 
ter, the meaneft drudge they had among them. Note, As 
none are too great to come under the bonds of the covenant, 
fo none are too mean to inherit the bleflings of the covenant. 
In Chrift no difference is made between bond and free, Col. 
ite it. Art thou called being a fervant? care not for it. & 
Cor. vii. 21. (5.) Not only thofe that were now prefent Leo 
fore God in this folemn affembly, but thofe alfo that were act 
here with them, were taken into covenant, ver. 15. ds with 
him that flandeth bere with us : (fo Bifhop Patrick thinks it 
fhould be rendered,) fo alfo with him that is not here with 
us this day ; that is, 1/2, Thofe that tarried at home were in~ 
cluded, that were detained either by ficknefs, or neceflary bufi- 
nefs ; they muft not therefore think themfelves difengaged, no, 
every Ifraelite fhares in the common bleflings, they that tarry 
at home divide the {poil ; and therefore every Ifraelite muft own 
himfelf bound by. the confent of the reprefentative body. 


| They who cannot go up to the houfe of the Lord, mult keep 


up a fpiritual communion with thote that do, and be prefent in 
Spirit when they are abfent in body. 2dly, The generations to 
come are included ; nay, one of the Chaldee paraphrafts reads 

its 
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it, d/l the generations that have been from the firk days of the 
world, and all that fhall arife to the end of the world, fand with 
us bere this day. And fo, taking this covenant as a typical 


difpenfation of the covenant of grace, itis a noble teftimony, — 


‘to the Mediator of that covenant, who is the fame yeflerday, to- 
day, and for ever. 

Ij. The fummary of this covenant: All the precepts, and 
all the promifes of the covenant, are included in the covenant- 
relation between God and them, ver. 13. _ That they fhould 
be appointed, raifed up, efablifhed for a people to him, to ob- 
‘ferve and obey him, to be devoted «to him, and dependant on 
him ;-and that he fhduld be to them a God, according to the 
tenor of the covenant made with their fathers, to: make them 
‘holy, high, and happy. ‘Their fathers are here named, Abra- 
ham, Ifaac, and Jacob, as examples. of piety, which thofe 


mutt fet themfelves to imitate, who expected any benefit by — 
Note, A due confideration of ” 


‘the covenant made with.then. 

-the relation we ftand in-to,God as our God, and the obliga- 
tion we lie under as a people to him, is enough to bring us to 
‘all the duties, and all the comforts of that covenant. 

III. The principal defign of the renewing of this covenant 
at, this time, was to fortify them again/? temptations to idolatry. 
"Though other fins will be the finners ruin, yet this was the 
fin that was likely to be their ruin. Now, concerning this he 
fhews, ON 

Firft, The danger they were in of being tempted to it, 
ver. 16, 17. Ye know how we have dwelt in the land of E- 
gypt, a country addicted to idolatry ; and it was well if there 
were not to this day among them fome remains of the infégtion 
of that idolatry : We have paffed by other nations, the Edomites, 
Moabites, &c. and have /een their abominations, and their ido/s ; 
and fome among you, it may be, have liked them too well, 
and {till hanger after them, and would rather worfhip a wooden 
god that they can /ee, than an infinite Spirit whom they never 
jaw. Tt is to be hoped there were thofe among them, who 
the more they faw of thefe abominations and idols, the more 
they hated them ; but there were thofe that were {mitten with 
the fight of them, faw thefe accurfed things, and coveted them. 
_. Secondly, The danger they were in, if they yielded to the 
temptation. He gives them fair warning ; it was at their peril 
if they forfook God to ferve idols. If they would not be 
bound and held by the precepts of the covenant, they would 
find that the curfes of the covenant would be {trong enough to 
bind and hold them. 

" [1.] Idolatry would be the ruin of particular perfons, and 
their families, ver. 18,—21. Where obferve, 

iff, The finner defcribed, ver. 18. (1.) He is one whofe 
heart turns away from his God; there the mifchief begins, in 
the evil heart of unbelief, which inclines men to depart from the 
living God to dead idols. Even to this fin men are tempted 
when they are drawn afide by their own /u/?s and fancies. They 
that begin to turn from God, by neglecting their duty to him, 
are eafily drawn to other gods: And they that /erve other 
gods do certainly turn away from the true God; for he will 
admit no rivals; he will be all, or nothing. (2.) He isa 
root that bears gall and wormwood; i. €. he is a dangerous man, 
that being himfelf po:foned with ill principles and inclinations, 
with a fecret contempt of the God of Ifrael, and his  inftitu- 
tions, and a veneration for the gods of the nations, endeavours 
by all arts poflible to corrupt and poifon others, and draw them 
to idolatry : This isa man whofe fruit is’ bem/ock (fo the word 
is tranflated, Hof. x. 4.) and wormu'ood ; it is very difplea- 
fing io God, and will be, to all that are feduced by him, Jit- 
ternefs in the laiter end. This is referred to by the apoftle, 
Heb. xii, 15.3; where he is in like manner cautioning us to 

/ fake heed of thefe that would feduce us from the Chriftian 
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faith; they are the weeds or tares ima field, which if let alone 
will overfpread the whole field. A little of this leaven will be 
in danger of infecting the whole lump. POSES 

’ adly, Hisfecurity in the fn. He promifeth himfelf impu- 
nity, though he perfift in his impiety, ver. 19. "Though he 
heareth-the words of the eure, {o that he cannot plead ignorance | 
of the danger, as other idolators ; yet even then he dleffeth him- 
Self in his own heart, thinks himfelf fafe from the wrath of the 
God of Ifrael, under the proteétion of his idol-gods ; and there 
fore faith, I foall have peace, though I be governed in my reli- 
gion, not by God’s inftitution, but by my own imagination, to 
add drunkenne/s to thirfl, one a&t of wickednefs to another. I- 
dolaters weré like drunkards, violently fet upon their idols 
themfelves, and induftrious to draw others in with them. Re- 
vellings commonly accompanied their idolatries, 1 Pet. iv. 3. 
fo that this fpeaks a woe ‘to drunkards, (efpecially the drunk- 


_ ards of -Ephraim,) who when they are awake, being thirfty, 


Seek it yet again, Prov. xxiii. 35. And thofe that made them- 
felves drunk in honour of their idols, were the worft of drunk- 
ards. Note, 1. There are many who are under the curfe of 
God, and yet ble/s themfelves ; but-it will foon be found, that 
in blefling themfelves they do but deceive themfelves. 2. 'Thofe 
are ripe for ruin, and there is little hopes of their repentance, 
who have made themfelves believe that they /hall have peace, . 
though they go on in a finful way. 3. Drunkennefs is a fin that 
hardens the heart,.and debaucheth the confcience, as much as 
any other, to which men are ftrangely tempted themfelves, 
even when they have newly felt the mifchiefs of. it, and are 
{trangely fond to draw others to it, Heb. ii, 15.. And fuch an 
infnaring fin is idolatry. 

3dly, God’s. juft feverity againft him for the fin, and for 
the impious affront he put upon God, in faying, he fhould have 
peace, though he went on; fo giving the lie to Eternal Truth, 
(Gen. iii. 4.) There is fcarce a threatening in all the book of 
God that founds more dreadful than this here. O that pre- 
fumptuous finners would read it, and tremble! for it is not.a 
bugbear to frighten children and fools, but a real declaration of 
the wrath of God againft'the ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs 
of men, ver. 20, 21. (1.) The Lord foall not fpare him. The 
days of his reprieve, which he abufeth, will be fhortened, and 
no mercy remembered in the mid{t of judgment. (2.) The 
anger of the Lord, and his jealoufy, which is the fierceft anger, 
Joall fmoke againft him \ike the fmoke of a furnace. (3.) The 
curfes written fhall le upon him ; not only light upon him to 
terrify him, but abide upon him to fink him to the loweft 
hell, John iii. 36. (4.) His name fhall be blotted out, i. e. he 
himfelf fhall be cut off, and his memory fhall rot and perifh 
with him. 5. He fhall be /eparated unto evil, which is ‘the 
moft proper notion of a curfe; he fhall be cut off from all hap- 
pinefs, and all hope of it, and marked out for mifery without 
remedy. And, lafly, All this according to the curfes of the 
covenant, which are the moft fearful curfes, being the juft re- 
venges of abufed grace. ae GEE 

[2.] Idolatry would be the ruin of their nation: it would_ 
bring plagues upon their /and that connived at this root, of bit- 
ternefs, aod received the infection: As far as the fin fpread, 
the judgment fhould fpread likewife.  . " ail 

1/, ‘The ruin is defcribed. It begins with plagues and fick ~ 
neffes, ver. 22. to try if they will be reclaimed by leffer judge- 
ments; but if not, it ends in a total overthrow, hke that of So. 
dom, ver. 23. As that valley, which had been like the gar- 
den of the Lord for fruitfulnefs, was turned into a lake. of falt 
and fulphur, fo fhould the land of Canaan be made defolate and 
barren, as it has been ever fince the la{t-deftruftion of it by the 
Romans. The lake of Sodom bordered clofe upon the land 
of Irael, that by it they might be warned againft the iniquity 


Chap; XXLX. 
of Sodom; but not taking the warning; they were made as like 
to Sodom in ruin as they had been in fin. ae 
_ 2dly, The reafon of it is inquired into, and affigned. 
_ 1. It would be inquired into by the generations to come, ver. 
22. who would find the ftate of their nation in all refpeéts the 
~ reverfe of what it had been; and when they both read the hi- 
{tory and the promife, would be aftonifhed at the change. The 
Jiranger likewife, and the nations about them, as well as parti- 
cular perfons, would afk, Wherefore hath the Lord done thus 
unto this land? ver. 24. Great defolations are thus reprefent- 
ed elfewhere as ftriking the fpectators with amazement, 1 Kings 
ix. 8, 9. Jer. xxii. 8, 9. It Was time for the neighbours to 
tremble when judgment thus began at the houfe of God, 1 Pet. 
iv. 17. The emphafis of the queftion is to be laid upon this 
land, the land of Canaan, this good Jand, the glory of all lands; 
this land flowing with milk and honey: A thoufand pities that 
fuch a good land as this fhould be made defolate! but that is 
not all, it is this holy Jand, the land of Ifrael, a people in co- 
venant with God; it is Immanuel’s land, a land where God 


was known and worfhipped, and yet thus wafted. Note, (1.) | 


It is no new thing for God to bring defolating judgments up- 

on a people that in profeflion are near to him, Amos iii. 2. 

(2.) He never doth this but there is a good reafon why and 

wherefore he doth it. (3-) It concerns us to inquire into the 

reafon, that we may give glory to God, and take warning to 
~ ourfelves. — 

2. The reafon is here affigned in anfwer to that inquiry. 
The matter would be fo plain, that all men would fay, it was 
becaufe they for/ook the covenant of the Lord God of their fa- 
thers, ver. 25. Note, God never forfakes any, till they firft 
forfake him: But thofe that defert the God of their fathers are 
juftly caft out of the inheritance of their fathers. 'They-went 

~ and ferved other gods, ver. 26. gods that they had no acquaint- 
ance with, nor lay.under any obligation to, either in duty or 
gratitude ; for God had not given the creatures to be ferved 
by us, but to ferve us; nor had they done any good to us, (as 
fome read it,) more than what God enabled them to do, to the 
Creator therefore we ate debtors, and not to the creatures. It 
was for this that God was. angry with them, ver. 27.; and 
rooted them out in anger, ver. 28. fo that how dreadful foever 
the defolation was, the Lord was righteous in it, which is ac- 
knowledged, Dan. iv. 11,12. Thus (faith Mr Ainfworth) 
the law of Mofes leaves finners under the curfe, and rooted out 
of the Lord’s land; but grace in Chrift towards penitent be- 
lieving finners plant them again upon their land, and they fhall 
ao more be pulled up, being kept by the power of God, Amos 
PEG: , 
"Lally, He concludes his prophecy of the Jews rejection, 
~ qult as St Paul concludes his difcourfe on the fame fubject, when 
it began to be fulfilled, Rom. xi. 33. How unfearchable are 
God’s judgments, and his ways paft finding out! So here, v. 29. 
Secret things belong to the Lord our God. Some make it to be 
one fentence, the fecret things of the Lord our God are revealed 
to us, and to our children, as far as we are concerned to know 
them, and he hath not dealt fo with other nations: But we make 
it two fentences, by which, 
_ (1.) We are forbidden curioufly to inquire into the /ecret 
counfels of God, and to determine concerning them. A full 
anfwer is given to that queftion, Wherefore hath the Lord done 
thus to this land! fufficient to juftify God, and admonifh us, 
But if any afk further, Why God would be at fuch a vaft ex- 
pence of miracles to form fuch a people, whofe apoftafy and 
ruin he plainly forefaw? Why he did not by his almighty grace 
prevent it? or, What he intends yet to do with them ? let fuch 
know, that thefe are queftions which cannot be anfwered, and 
therefore are not fit to be afeed. It is prefumption in us to 
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pry into the arcana imperdi, and to inquire into the reafons of 
ftate, which i is not for us to know. See A&si. 7. and 
Jobn xxi- 12. Col. ii, £8. 

(2.) We are directed and encouraged diligently to inquire 
into that which God has made known; things revealed be/ong 
to us, and to our children. Note, 1. Though God has kept 
much of his counfel fecret, yet there is enough revealed to fa- 
tisfy and fave us. He has hept back nothing that is profitable 
for us, but that only which it is good for us to be ignorant of. 
2. We ought to acquaint ourfelves and our children too, with 
the things of God that are revealed ; we are not only allowed 
to fearch into them, but are concerned to do fo; they are things 
in which we and ours are nearly interefted: They ave the rules 
we are to live by, the grants we are to live upon; and 
therefore we are to learn them diligently ourfelves, and to teach - 
them diligently to our children. 3. All our knowledge mutt 
be in order to prattice, for this is the end of all divine revela- 
tion ; not to furnifh us with curious fpeculation and difcourfe_ 
with which to entertain ourfelves and our friends, but that v0, | 
may do all the words of this law, and be bleffed in our deg, “* 


CHAP. XXX. 


One would have thought the threatenings in the clofe of the 
foregoing chapter had made a full end of the people of I/- 
_rael, and had left their cafe for ever defperate: But in this 
chapter, we have a plain intimation of the mercy God had 
in ftore for them in the latter days; fo that mercy at /ength 
rejoiceth againft judgment, and has the lat word. Here 
we have, 1. Exceeding great and precious promifes, made 
to them upon their repentance-and return to God, ver. 1,—~ 
10. II. The righteou/ne/s of faith fet before them in the 
plainne/s and eafine/s of the commandment that was now 
given them, ver. 11,—14. III. 4 fair reference of the 
whole matter to their choice, ver. 15,—-20. 


ND it fhall come to pafs when all thefe 
[\ things are come upon thee, the blefling 
and the curfe which I have fet before thee, and 
thou fhalt call them to mind among all the na- 
tions whither_the Lorp thy God hath. driven 
thee, 2 And fhalt return unto the Lorp thy 
God, and fhalt obey his voice according to all 
that I command thee this day, thou and thy 
children, with all thine heart, and with all thy 
foul: 3 That the Lorp thy God will turn thy 
captivity, and have compaffion upon:thee, and 
will return and gather thee from all the nations 
whither the Lorp thy God hath fcattered thee. 
4lfany of thine be driven out unto the out- 
mott. parts of heaven, from thence will the Lorp 
thy God gather thee, and from thence will he 
fetch thee. 5 And the Lorp thy God will 
bring thee into the land which thy fathers pof- 
feffed, and thou fhalt poffefs it: and he will do 
thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers. 
6 And the Lorp thy God will circumcife thine 
heart, and the heart of thy feed, to love the 
Lorp thy God with..all thine heart and’ with 
all thy foul, that thou-mayeft live. 7 And the 
Lorp thy God will ‘put all thefe curfes upon 


4Q thine 


674 


thine enemies, and on them that hate thee, 
which perfecuted thee.. 8 And thou fhalt re- 
turn and obey the voice of the Lorn, and do 
all his commandments which I command thee 
this day. g And the Lorp thy God will make 
thee plenteous in every work of thine hand, 
in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy 
cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, for good: 
for the Lorp will again rejoice over thee for 
good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers: 10 If thou 
ibalt hearken unto the voice of the Lorp thy 
God to keep his commandments and his ftatutes 
which are written in this book of the law, and 
if thou turn unto the. Lory thy God with all 
thine heart and with all thy foul. 
“Two ways thefe verfes may be corifidered ; either as a con- 
uncnal promife, or as an abfolute prediction. 

Firjiy Vhey are chiefly to be confidered as a conditional pro- 
mife; and fo they beluxg to all perfons, and all people, and not 
to Ifrael only; and the defign of them is to affure us, that the 
greateft finners, if they repent and be converted, fhall have their 
fins pardoned, and be reftored to God’s favour. This is the 
purport of the covenant of grace; -it leaves room for repentance 
in cafe of roi{demeanour, and promifeth pardon upon repentance, 
which the covenant of innocency did not.— Now obferve here, 

{[1.] How the repentance is deferibed, which is the condi- 
tion of thefe promifes. (1.) It begins in ferious confideration, 
ver. 1. thou fhalt cal/ to mind that which thou had{t forgotten, 
or not regarded. Note, Confideration is the firft {tep towards 
convertion, Ifa. xlvi. 8. Bring to mind, O ye tranfgreffors. The 
prodigal fon came to himfelf firft, and then to his father. —That 
which they fhould call to mind is the ble/fing and the curfe. If 
finners would but ferioufly confider the happinefs they have loft 
by fin, and the’mifery they have ‘brought themfelves into, and 
that by repentance they may efcape that mifery, and recover 
that happinefs, they would not delay to return to the Lard their 
God. ‘The prodigal called to mind the blefing and the curfe, 
when he confidered his prefent poverty, and the plenty of bread 
in his father’s houfe, Luke xv. 17. (2+) It confilts in /incere 
converfion. "The efteét of the confideration cannot but be godly 
forrow and fhame, Ezek. vi. 9.—vii. 16. But that which is the life 
and foul of repentance, and without-which the molt paffionate ex- 
preflions are but ajelt, is returning tothe Lord our God,y.2. lfthou 
turn, (v.10.) with all thy heart, and with all thy foul. We mutt 
return to our allegiance to God, as our Lord and Ruler; our 

’ dependance upon him, as our Father and: Benefactor ; our de- 
votednefs to him as our higheft End; and our communion 
with him, as our God in covenant. ‘We muft return to God, 
from all that which {tands in oppofition to him, or competition 
with him. In this return to God, we muft be upright with 
the heart and foul, and univerfal with all the heart and all the 
foul. (3.) It is evidenced by a,conflant obedience to the holy 
will of God. If thou fhalt obey his voice, (wer. 2.) thou and 
thy children: Yor it is not enough that we do our duty our- 
felves, but we mui{t train up and engage our children to it. Or 
this comes in as the condition of the entail of the bleffing upon 
their children, provided their children keep clofe to their duty. 
This obedience mutt be with an eye to God: thou fhale obey 
his voice, ver. 8.; and hearken to that, ver. 10. Jt mult be 
fincere, and chearful, and entire; with all thy heart, and with 
all thy foul, ver. 2. It mu{t be from a principle of love, and 
that too muft be with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, 
ver. 6 It is the heart and foul that God Icoks at 
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or not at all. And it muft be univerfal ; according to all that 
I command thee, ver. 2.3 and again, ver. 8. 10 do all his com 
mandments. For he that allows himfelf in the breach of one 
commandment, involves himfelf in the guilt of contemning them 
all, James ii. 10. 
commandmenis, Pfal. cxix. 6. 

[2.] What the favour is which is promifed upon this tee 
pentance. ‘Though they are brought to God by their trouble 
and di//refr, in the nations whether they were driven, ver. I. 


’ yet God will gracioufly accept of them notwithftanding : For 


on this errand afflitions are fent, to bring us to repentance. 
Though they are driven out to the utmoff parts of heaven, yet 
from thence their penitent prayers fhall reach God’s gracious 
ear, and there his favour hall find them out, ver. 4. Undique 
ad clos tantundem ef via. This promife Nehemiah pleads in 
his prayer for difperfed Mrael, Neh. i. 9. 

It is here promifed, (1.) That God would have compaffion 
upon them, as proper objeéts of his pity, ver. 3. Againifl fin- 
hers that go dn in fin God has indignation, chap. xxix. 20.5 
but on thofg that repent and demoan themfelves he has compas 
fron, Jer. kxxi. 18, 20. True penitents may take great en- 
couragement from the compaffions and tender mercies of our 
God, which never fail, but overflow. (2.) That he would 
turn their captivity, and gather them from the nations whither 
they were fcattered, ver. 3.3; though ever fo remote, ver. 4. 


One of the Chaldee paraphrafts applies this to the Meffiah, ex- _ 


plaining it thus, “ ‘Che word of the Lord fhall pather you by 
“ the hand of Elias the prieft, and fhall bring you by the hand 
‘© of the king Mefliah :” For this was God’s covenant with 
him, that he fhould re/ore the preferved of T/rael, \fa. xlix. 6. ; 
and this the defign of his death, fo gather into one the children 
of God that were fcattered abroad, John xi. §1, 52. to him fhall 
the guthering of the people be. (4.) That t-¢ would bring them 


into their land again, ver. §. Note, Penitent finners are not, 


only delivered out of their mifery, but reftored to true happi- 
nefs in the favour of God. The land they are brought in to 


poflefs it, is, though not the fame, yet in fome refpeds better - 


than that which our firft father Adam pofleffed, and out of 
which he was expelled. (4.) That he would do them godd, 
ver. 5.3 and rejoice over them for good, ver. 9g. For there is 
joy in heaven upon the repentance and converfion of finners : 
The father of the prodigal rejoiced over him for good. That 
he would multiply them, ver. 5.3 and that when they grew 
numerous every mouth might have meat, he would make them 
plenteous in every work of their hand, ver. 9. National repent= 
ance and reformation bring national plenty, peace and profpes 
rity. It is promifed the Lord will make thee plenteous, tm the 
fruit of thy cattle and land for good. Many have plenty for 
hurt, the pro/perity of fools deftroy them. Then it is for good 
when with it God gives us grace to ufe it for his glory. (s.) 
That he would transfer the curfes they had been under to their 
enemies, ver. 7. When God was gathering them in to re= 
eftablih them, they would meet with fuch oppofition ; but the 
fame curfes that had been a burden upon them fhould become 
a defence to them, by being turned upon their adverfaries. 
The cup of trembling thould be taken cut of their hand, and put 
into the hand of thofe that affliated them, Via. li 24, 23. (6.) 
That he would give them his grace to change their hearts, and 
rule there, ver. 6. Zhe Lord thy God will. circumcife thine 
heart, to love the Lord. Note, 1, The heart muft be circum~ 
cifed to God. The filth of the flefh muft be put away, and 
the foali/hne/s of the heart, ag the Chaldee paraphrafe expounds 


) it. See Col. ii, 11, 12. Rom. ii, 29. Circumcifion was a 


feal of the covenant : The heart is then circumeifed to love God 
when it is {rongly engaged and held by that bond to this du- 


tye 


An upright heart has re/ped to all God’s’ 


ent iy a 
Chap. XXX. 


and reqnires; he will have that or nothing, and that entire, . 


~ him, and their acceffion to the ‘Chriftian church, 


from thee. 


Chap. XXX. 

4 
ty.. 2dly, It is the bei of God's: grace to circumcife the 
heart, and to fhed abroad the love of God there: 
grace is given to all that repent and feek is carefully, Nay, 


that feems rather to be a promife than a precept, ver. 8. Thou 
JSbalt return and obey the voice of the Lord. He that requires 


us to return, promifeth us grace to enable us td return; and it . 


is our fault if that grace be not effe@tual. Herein the covenant 
of grace is well ordered, that whatfoever is required in the co- 
yenant is promifed. Turn ye at my repooof: Bebold I wil 

pour out my Spirit, Prov. i. 23. Lafly, It is obfervable how 
Mofes here calls God the Lord thy God twelve times in thefe 
ten verfes ; intimating, iff, That penitents may take diredtion 
and encouragement in their return to God, from their relation 
to him, Jer. iii. 22. Behold we come unto ys for thou art the 
Lord our God; therefore to thee. are we bound to come; whi- 
ther elfe could we go? and therefore we hope to find favour 
with theé. 2dly, ‘That thofe that have revolted from God, if 
they return to him, and do their firft works, fhall be reftored 
to their former.ftate of honour and happinefs. Bring hither the 
beft robe. 
along called the Lord, a God of power, and the Judge of 
all; but in the promifes of this chapter, the Lord thy God, a 
Goa of grace, and in covenant with thee. 


Secondly, This way alfo be confidered as a afedtNen of the 


‘repentance and reftoration of the Jews; when all thefe things 
are come upon thee, ver. 1. the blefing firft, and after that the 
curfe, then the mercy in referve fhall take place. Though 
their hearts were wretchedly hardened, yet the grace of God 


could foften “and change them: And then, though their cafe 
was deplorably. miferable, the providence of God would redrefs | 


all their grievances. Now, (1.) It is certain this was fulfilled 
in their return from their captivity in Babylon. 
derful inftance of their repentance and reformation, that E- 
phraim, who had been jained to idols, renounced them, and 
faid, What have I to do any more with idols ? That captivity 
effectually cured them of idolatry, and then God planted them 
again in their own land, and did them good. But, (2.) Some 
think it 1s yet further to be accomplifhed in the conyerfion of 
the Jews that are now difperfed, their repentance for the fin of 
their fathers in crucifying Chrift, their return to. God through 
But, alas! 
Who foall live when God doth this ? 


rr ¥ For this commandment which I com- 
mand thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, 
neither zs it far-of. .121t 2s not in heaven, that 
thou fhouldft fay, Who {hall go up for us'to hea- 
ven,. and. bring it unto us, that we may hear it, 


and do it? 13 Neither is it beyond the fea, that 


thou fhouldf fay, Who fhall go over the fea for 
us, amd bring it unto us, that we may hear it, 
and do it? 14 But the word is very nigh unto 
thee, in thy mouth, and in. thy heart, that thou 
miayeft do it. 


Mofes here urges them to obedience, from the confideration 
of the plainnefs and eafinefs ofthe command. 

Pirft This is true of the law of Mofes. They could never 
plead in excufe of their difobedience, that God had enjoined 
them that which was either. unintelligible or impracticable, im- 

pofible to be &aown or to be done,’ ver. 1. Jt is not hidden 
That is, (1.) Itis not too high for thee, thou 
needeft not fend meffengers to heaven, ver. 12. to enquire 
what thon muft do to pleafe God; nox needelt thou go Leyond 
the fea, vet» 13. as the. philofophers Sih that travelled through 
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and this. 


In the threatenings of the former chapter he is all | 


It wasa won- 
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many and diftant regions in purfuit of learning; no, thou art 
not-put to that labour and expence 3. nor is the comttiandmene 
within the reach of thofe only that have a great eftate, or a re- 
fined. genius, but is very nigh unto thee, ver. 14. It is written 
in your books, made plain upon tables, fo that he that runs, 
may read it: Your priefts lips keep this knowledge, and when 
any difficulty arifeth you may afk the law at their mouth, Mak. 
li. 7. It is not communicated in a ftrange language, but-it ts 
in thy mouth, 1. €. in the vulgar tongue that is commonly ufed 
among you in which you may hear it read, and talk of it fa- 
miliarly among your children. It is not wrapt up in obfcure 
phrafes or figures, to puzzle and amufe you, or in hicroglyphics, 
but it is in thy heart ; it is delivered in fuch a-manner as that 
it is level to thy capacity, even to the capacity of the meanett. 
(2.) It is not too hard nor heavy for thee, fo the Septuagint 
reads it, ver 11. Thou needeft not fay, As good attempt to 
climb to heaven, or fly upon the wings of the morning to the 
uttermoft parts of the fea, as go about to do all the words of 
this law: No, the matter is not fo; it is no fuch intolerable 
yoke as fome ill-minded people reprefent it. It was indeed a 
heavy yoke in comparifon with that of Chrift, Aéts xv. 10. 
but not in comparifon with the idolatrous fervices of the neigh- 
bour nations. God appeals to themfelves, that he had not 
made them to ferve with an offering ng, nor wearied them with in- 
cenfé, Ha. xl. 20. Mic. vi. 3. But he fpeaks efpecially of 
the moral law, and the precepts of that; that it is very nigh 
thee, confonant to the law of nature, which would have been 
foand in every man’s heart, and every man’s mouth, if he 
would but have attended to it. There is that in thee which 
confents to the law that it is good, Rom. vii. 16. Thou haft 
therefore no reafon to eee of any infuperable difficulty i in 
the obferyance of it. 

Secondly, This is true of the gofpel of Chrift, to which the 
apoftle applies ity and makes it the language of the righte- 
oufne/s which. is of faith, Rom. x. 6, 7, 8. And many 
think that it is principally intended by Mofes here; for he 
wrote of Chrif, John v. 46. This is God's command- 
ment now under the gofpel, that we believe in the name of his 
Son Fefus Chri, John ti. 23. If we afk, as the blind man 
did, Lord, who is he ? or where is he, that we may believe 
on him! John ix. 36,; this feripture gives an anfwer: We 
need not go up to heaven to fetch him thence, for he is come 
down from thence in his incarnation; nor down to the deep 
to fetch him thence, for thence he is come up in his refurrec- 
tion. But the word is nigh us, and Chrift in that word ; fo 
that if we behiewe with the heart that tHe promifes of the ‘deat 
nation and refurrection of the Mefliah are fulfilled in our Lord 
Jefus, and receive him accordingly and confe/s him with our’ 
mouth, we have then Chrift with us, and we fhall be faved. 
He is near, very near, that juflifies us. The law was. plain 
and eafy, but the gofpel much more fo. 


15 { See, I have fet before thee this day life 


and good, and death and evil: 16 In that I 
command thee this day to love the Lorp thy 


God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his com- 


mandments, and his ftatutes, and his judgmeats, : 
that thou mayeit live' and multiply: and the 
Lokp thy God {hall blefs thee in the land whither 
thou goeft to poflefs it. .17 But if thine heart 
turn away, fo that thou wilt not hear, but fhalt 
be drawn away, and worfhip other gods, and 
ferve them: 18 1 denounce unto you this day, 
that ye fhall furely perifh, and that ye thall not 


4Q2 prolong 
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- prolong your days upon the land, whither thou 
pafleft over Jordan, to go to poffefsit. 191 
call heaven and earth to record this day againft 
you, that I have fet before you life and death, 
bleffing and curfing: therefore chufe life, that 
both thou and thy feed may live: 20 That thou 

_ mayetft love the’ Lorp thy God, and that thou 
mayeft obey his voice, and that thou mayeft 
cleave unto him (for he is thy life, and the 
length of thy days) that thou mayeft dwell in 
the land which the Lorn fware unto thy fa- 
thers, to Abraham, to Ifaac, and to Jacob, to 
give them.. 


Mofes here concludes with a very bright light, and a very 
firong fire, that, if poffible, what he had been preaching of 
might find entrance into the underftanding and affections of 
this unthinking peop'e. » What could be faid more moving, 
and more likely to make deep and lafting impreflions ? The 
manner of his treating with them is fo ratiqnal, fo prudent, fo 
affectionate, and every way fo apt to gain the point, that it a- 
bundantly fhews him to be in earneft, and leaves them inex- 
cufable in their difobedience. 

Firft, He ftates the cafe very fairly. He appeals to them- 
felves concerning it, whether he had not laid the matter as 
plain as they could wifh before them. (1.) Every man covets 
to obtain ife and good, and to efcape death and evil; defires 
happinefs, and dreads mifery. Well, faith he, I have fhewed 
you the way to obtain all the happinefs you can defire, and to 

_avoid all mifery: Be obedient, and all fhall be well, and no- 
thing amifs. 
of getting thereby the Anowledge of good and evil: But it was 
a miferable knowledge they got, of good by the lofs of it, and 
of evil by the fenfe of it: Yet fuch is the compaflion of God 
toward man, that, inftead of giving him up to his own delu- 
fion, he has favoured him by his word with fuch a knowledge 
of good and evil as will make him for ever happy, if it be not 
iris own fault. (2.) Every man is moved and governed in his 
aétions by hope and fear ; hope of good, and fear of evil, real 
‘or apparent. Now, faith Mofes, I have tried both ways; if 
you will be either drawn. to obedience by the certain profpect 
of advantage by it, or driven to obedience by the no lefs cer- 
tain profpect of ruin, in cafe you be difobedient ; if you will 
be wrought upon either way, you will be kept clofe to God 
and your duty; butif you are not, you are utterly inexcufable. 

Let us then hear the conclufion of the whole matter: 1. If 
they and theirs would /ave God and /erve him, they fhould 
live and be happy, ver. 16. If they would /ove God, and evi- 
dence the fincerity of their love by hecping his commandments ; 


if they would make confcience of keeping bis commandments, 


and do it from a principle of love, then God would do them 
good, and they fhould be as happy as his love and blefling 
could make them. 2. If they or theirs fhould at any time 
gurn from God, defert his fervice, and worfhip other gods, 
that would certainly be their ruin, ver. '7, 18. Obferve, It is 
not for every failure in the particulars of their duty that ruin is 
threatened, but for apoftafy and idolatry. Though every vio- 
Jation of the command. deferved the curfe, yet the nation would 
be deftroyed by that only which is the violation of the marriage- 
_ covenant. The purport of the New Teftament is much the 
fame ;-that-in like manner fets before us life and death, good 
wad evils he shat believes fhall be faved, he that Lelieves not 
Joall be damned, Mark xvi. 6. And that faith includes love 
and obedience ; "Fg them who by patient continuance in well» 
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jed. 


Our firft parents ate the forbidden fruit, in hopes> 


Chap: XXX) 


doing feek for glory, honour and immortality, God will give 


eternal life: But to them that are contentious, and do not obey 
the truth, but obey unrighteoufnefs, and {forin effet worfhip other 
gods, and ferve them, to them willbe rendered the indipna- 
tion and wrath of an immortal God; the confequence of which 
mult needs be the tribulation and anguifh of an immortal {cul, 
Rom. ii. 7, 8, 9. , 

Secondly, Having thus ftated the cafe, he fairly puts them to 
their choice, with a dire@tion to them to chufe well. He ap- 
peals to heaven and earth concerning his fair and faithful deal- 
ing with them, ver. 19. ‘They could not but own that, what- 
ever was the iflue, he had delivered his foul: therefore, that 
they might deliver theirs, he bids them chufe life, i. e. chufe 
to do their duty, which would be their life. Note, 1. Thofe 
fhall have life that chufe it. They that chufe the favour of 
God and communion with him for their felicity, and profecute 
their choice as they ought, fhall have what they chufe. 2.'Thofe 
that come fhort of life and happinefs muft thank themfelves ; 
they had had it if they had chofen it when they were put to 
their choice: But they die becaufe they will die, that is, be- 
caufe they do not like the life premifed upon the terms propa- 


In the laft verfe, (1t.) He fhews them in fhort what’ their 


duty is, to Jove God, and to love him as the Lord; a Being 


moft amiable, and as ¢heir God, a God in covenant with them : 
And, as an evidence of this love, to obey his voice in every 
thing : and, by a conftancy in this love and obedience, to cleave 
to kim, and never to forfake him in affection or practice. (2.) 
He fhews them what reafon there was for this duty. In con- 
fideration, 1/7, Of their dependance upon God: He is thy life, 
and the length of thy days. He gives lifes preferves life, re- 
ftores life, and prolongs it by his power, though it be a fraz/ 
fe ; and by -bis patience, though it be a forfeited life: He 
f{weetens life with his comforts, and is the Sovereign Lord of 
life: Jn his hand our breath is ; therefore we are concerned to 
keep ourfelves in his love; for it is good having him our friend, 
and bad having him our enemy. 2dly, Of their obligation to 
him for the promife of Canaan made to their fathers, and rati« 
fied with an oath. And, 3d/y, Of their expectations from him 
in performance of that promife ; love Ged, and ferve him, haz 
thou mayeft dwe/l in that land of promife, which thou mayeft 
be fure he can give and uphold to thee, who is thy life, and the 
length of thy days. All thefe are arguments to us to. continue. 
in love and obedience to the God of our mercies. _ 


CAA Po Xa 


In this chapter Mofes having finifhed his fermon, 1. Encourageih i 


both the people, who were now to enter Canaan, ver, 1,—6: 
and Fofoua, who was to lead them, ver.7, 8,23. Andy. 
lI. He takes care for the keeping of thefe things always in their 
~ remembrance after. his deceafe. (1.} By the book of the law; 
which was, ift, Written; zdly, Delivered into the cuflody 
of the priefis, ver. g. and 24,—27.5 3dly, Ordered to be read- 
publicly every feventh year, ver. 10,—13. [3.] By @ fong 
which God orders Mofes to prepare for their infirudion and- 
admonition. (1.) He calls Mofes and Fofbua to the door of 
the tabernacle, ver. 14,15. (2.) He foretells to them the a- 


pofafy of Ifrael in procefs of time, and the judgments they ~ 


would thereby bring upon themfelves, ver. 16,18. (3.9 
He preferibes the following fong to be a witne/s again them, 
ver. i9,—21. (4.) Mofes wrote it, ver. 22.3; and delivers 
edit to Ifrael, with an intimation of the defign of it,as-he had 
received it from ihe Lord, ver, 28,—30.. oN . 


WS ae Mofes went and fpake thefe words un. 


to.all Ifrael. 2 And he faid unto them, 


Lara. 


+ 


& 


Chap. XXXII. 
Iam an hundred and twenty years old this 
day; I can no more go out and come in: alfo 
the Lorp hath faid unto me, Thou fhalt not go 
over this Jordan. 3 The Lorp thy God, he will 
go over before thee, and he will deftroy thefe 
nations from before thee, and thou fhalt poffefs 
them: and Jofhua he fhall go over before thee, 
as the Loro hath faid. 4 And the Lorp fhall 
do unto them as he did to Sihon, and to Og, 
kings of the Amorites, and unto the land of 
_them whom he deftroyed. 5 And the Lorp 
fhall give them up before your face, that ye 
may do unto them according unto all the com- 
mandments which I have commanded you. 6 
Be ftrong and of a good courage, fear not nor 
be afraid of them: for the Lorp thy God, he 
it is that doth go with thee, he will not fail 
thee, nor forfake thee. 74 And Mofes called 
unto Jofhua, and faid unto him in the fight of 
all Tfrael, Be ftrong and of a good courage: for 
thon muft go with this people unto the land 
which the Lorp hath fworn ‘unto their fathers 
to give them; and thou fhalt caufe them to in- 
herit it. 8 And the Lorp, he 7¢ zs that doth go 
-before thee; he will be with thee, he will not 
fail thee, neither forfake thee: fear not, neither 
be difmayed. hs 5 

Loth to part (we fay) bids often farewell; Mofes doth fo 
to the children of Hracl; not becaufe he was loth to go to Go, 
but becaufe he was loth to eave them, fearing, that when he 
had left chem, they would leave God. He had finifhed what 
he had to fay to them by way of counfel and exhortation : 
Here he calls them together to give them a word of encourage: 
ment, efpecially with reference to the wars of Canaan they were 
. now to engage in. It was a difcouragement to them that Mo- 
fes was to be removed at a time when he could fo ill be fpared: 
Though Jofhua was continued to fight for them in the valléy, 
they would want Mofes to intercede for them on the hill, as 
he did, Exod. xvii. 10. but there is no remedy: MMo/es can no 
more go out and come in, ver..2. Not that be was difabled by 
any decay either of body or mind, for his natural force was not 
abated, chip. xxxiv. 4, but he cannot any longer difcharge his 
office: For, [1.]. He is an hundred and tawenty years old, and 
it is time for him to think of refigning his honour, and return- 


‘ing to his reft. He that had arrived to fo great an age then, — 


when feventy or eighty was the ordinary ftint, as appears by 
the prayer of Mofes, Pfal. xc. 19. might well think he had 
accomplifbed as an hireling his day. (2. He is under a divine 
fentence, Thou fhalt not go over this Fordan. ‘Thus a full ftop 
was put to his ufefulnefs ; hitherto he muft go, hitherto he 
mutt /erve, but no further. So God had appointed, and Mo- 
fes acquiefceth: for I know not why we. fhould any of us de- 
fire to live a day longer than while God has work for us to 
do’; nor fhall we be accountable for more time than is allotted 
us. But though Mofes muft not-go over himfelf, he is in care 
to-encourage thofe that mutt. . 

Firf, He encourageth the people; and ‘never could any 
general animate his foldiers upon fuch good grounds as Mofes 
here encourages Ifrael. 


_ £1.] He affares them of the conftant prefence of God with 
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he fhall go over before thee, ver. 3. 
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them, yer. .3. The Lord thy Gai that has led thee and kept 
thee hitherto, Ae qwill go over before thee ; and they might fol. 
low boldly, who were fure that they had God for their leader, 
He repeats it again; ver. 6. with an emphajfis, The Lord thy 
God, the great Jehovah, who is thine in covenant, He it is ; 
He, and no lefs ; He, and no other, that goes before thee: Not 
only that by his promife has affured thee that he wil/ go before 
thee, but by his ark, the vifible token of his prefence, fhews 
thee that he doth aétually go before thee. And he repeats it 
with enlargements 3 not only he goes over before thee at firft to 
fet thee in, but he will continue with thee all along, with thee 
and thine; he wil not fail thee, nor forfake thee s he will not 
difappoint thy expectations in any {trait, nor will -he“ever deferé 
thine intere(t. Be conftant to him, and he will be fo to thee. 
This is applied by the apoftle to all God’s fpiritual Ifrael, for 
the encouragement of their faith and hope ; unto us is this gof- 
pel preached, as well as unto them, be wi/l never fail thee, nas 
forfake thee, Heb, xiii. ¢. 

[2.] He commends Jofhua to them for a leader; Fo/bug- 
One whofe conduct and 
courage, and fincere affection to their intereft, they had had 
Jong experience of; and one whom God had ordained and 
appointed to be their leader, and therefore no doubt would own 
and blefs, and make a blefling to them. See Numb. xxvii. 18. 
Note, It is a great encouragement to a people, when inftead of 
fome ufeful inftruments that are removed, God raifeth np others 
to carry on his work. 

[3-] He infures their fuccefs: The greateft generals, fup- 
ported with the greateft advantages, muft yet own the iffues of 
war to be doubtful and uncertain ; the dattle is not always to the. ; 


- frrong, or to the bold ;.an ill ‘accident, unthought of, may turn 


the {éale againft the higheft- hopes. But Mofes had warrant 


. from God to affure Hrael, that notwithftanding the difadvan- 
~ tages they laboured under, they fhould certainly be victorious. 


A coward will fight when he is fure to be a conqueror. God 
undertakes to do the work, he wi/l deflroy thefe nations ; and 
Ifrael thall do little elfe but divide the fpoil, Thou /balt poffe/« 


_ them, ver. 3. Two things might encourage their hopes of this. 


tf, The victories they had already. obtained over Sihon and — 


| Og,. ver. 4. from which they might infer both the power of 


God, that he cou/d do what he had done, and'the purpofe of 
God, that he wau/d finifh what he had begun to do. ‘Thus mutt < 
we improve our experience. 2d/y, The command God had 
given them to deftroy the Canaanites, chap. vii. 2.—xii. 2. 


_ to which he refers here, ver. <. that ye may do unto them ac- 


cording to all which I have commanded you; and from which. 
they might infer, if God had commanded them to deftroy the 
Canaanites, no doubt he would put it into the power of theic ~ 
hands to do it. Note, What God has made our duty, we have 
reafon to expe opportunity and affliftance from him for the 
doing of it. So that from all this he had reafon enough. to bid 
them be ffrong and of a good courage, ver. 6. While they had 
the power of God engaged for them, they had no reafon to - 
fear all the powers of Canaan engaged again{ft them. 
Secondly, He encourageth Jofhua, ver. 7,8. Obferve, 1. 
Though Jofhua was an experienced general, and a man of ap- 
proved gallantry and refolution, and that had already Agnalized 
himfelf in many brave aétions; yet Mofes faw cavfe to bid 
him de of good courage, now he was entering upon new actions ; 
and Jofhua was far from taking it as an affront, or as an im~ - 
plicit queftioning of his courage to be thus charged, as fome« 
times we find proud and peevith fpirits invidioufly taking ex- 
hortations and admonitions for reproaches and refleétions. Jo- 
fhua himfelf is very well pleafed to be admonifhed by Mofes 
to be frong and of a good courage. 2. He gives them this 


charge in the fight of all Ifrael, that they might be the more 


obfer vars. 
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obfervant of him, whom they faw thus folemnly inaugurated, 
and that he might fet himfelf the more to be an example of 


courage to the people, who were witnefles to'this charge here » 


given to him, as well as to themfelves. 3. He gives him the 
fame affurances of the divine prefence, and confequently of a 
glorious fuceefs, that he had given the people. God would 


be with him, would not forfake bim, and therefore he fhould / 


<ettainly accomplith that glorious enterprize to which he was 


called and commiflioned: Thou /halt caufe them to inherit the | 


Jand of promife. Note, Thofe fhall {peed well that have God 

with them; and therefore they oughtite be of good courage. 

Through God let us do valiantly for through him we fhall do 

vidiorioufly ; if we refift the devil, he fhall flee, and God fhall 
Shortly tread him under our feet. 


9 | And Mofes wrote this law, and deliver- 


ed it unto the priefts the fons of Levi, which 
, bare the ark of the covenant of the Lorn, and 
unto all the elders of Ifrael. 
commanded them, faying, At the end of every 


feven years, in the folemnity of the year of re-_ 
11 Whenall | 


leafe, in the feaft of tabernacles, 
Ifrael is come to appear before the Lorp thy 


God, in the place which he fhall choofe: thou — 
fhalt read this law before all Ifrael, in their © 


hearing. ‘12 Gather the people together, men, 


and women, and children, and thy ftranger | 


that zs within thy gates, that they may hear, 


and that they may learn, and fear the Lorp. 


your God, and obferve to do all the words of 

this law: 13 And that their children which 

have not known any thing may hear, and learn 

to fear the Lorp your God, as long as you live 

m the land whither you.go over Jordan to pof- 
. fefs it. 


The law was given by Mofes; fo it is faid, John i. 17. 
He was not only intrufted to deliver it.to that generation, but 
to tranfmit it to the generations to come ; and here it appears 
that he was faithful to that trutt. 

Firft, Mofes wrote this law, ver. 9. The learned Bifhop 
Patrick underftands this.of all the five books of Mofes, which 
are often called the law ; though he fuppofeth that Mofes had 
written moft of the Pentateuch before, yet he did not finith 
it till now ; now he put his laft hand to that facred volume. 
Many think that ¢he daw here (efpecially fince it is called chis 
Jaw, this grand abridgement of the law) is to be under{tood of 
this book of Deuteronomy: All thofe difcourfes to the peo~ 
ple, which have taken up this whole book, he, being in them 
divinely infpired, wrote them as the word of God. He wrote 
this law, {1-) That they that heard it might often review it 
themfelves, and call it to mind. (2.) That it might be the 


more Safely handed downr.to pofterity. Note, The church © 


has received abundance of advantage by the writing as well -as 
by the preaching of divine things; faith comes not only by hear- 
ing, but by reading. ‘The fame care that—was taken. of the 
law, thanks be to God, is taken of the gofpel too: Soon after 
it was preached it was qwritten, that it might reach to them on 
whom the ends of the world /ball come. 

Secondly, Waving written it, he committed: it to the care 
_and cultody of the prie/ls and elders. He delivered one au- 
thentic copy to the pris, to bg laid up in the ark, ver. 26.; 
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there to remain as a (tandard by which all other copies mutt 


10 And Mofes | 


be tried; And it is fuppofed to the elders of each tribe he 


gave another copy, to be tranfcribed by all that were fo dif- 


pofed of that tribe. Some obferve, that the e/ders as well as 


the priefts were intrulted with the law, to intimate, that magi- 


{trates by their power, as well as minifters by their dodtrine, 


are to maintain religion, and to take care the law be not bro~ 


ken or loft. - 

Thirdly, He appointed the public reading of ‘this law in a 
general affembly of all Lfrael every feventh year. The pious 
Jews (it is very likely) read the law daily in. their families, 
and Majes of old time was read in the fynagogues every fabbath- 
day, A&s xv. 21. But once in feven years, that the law 


_ might be the more magnified, and made honourable, it muft be 


read in a general affembly. ‘Though we read the word in 
private, we muft not think it needlefs to hear it read in pu- 
blic. : 
Now here he gives direétion, " 
[1.1 When this folémn reading of the law -muft be; that 
the time might add to the folemnity, it muft be done, (1.) In 
the year of releafe. 
could the better fpare time to attend this fervice. Servants 
who were then difcharged, and poor debtors who were then 


acquitted from their debts, muft know, that having the benefit » 
of the law, it was juftly expected they fhould yield obedience . 


to it; and therefore give up themfelves to be God’s Servants, 
becaufe he had /oofed their bonds. Vhe year of releafe was 


typical of gofpel-grace, which therefore is called the acceptable — 


year of the Lord; for our remiffion and liberty by Chnift en- 
gageth us to keep his commandments, Luke i. 74, 75- (2+) 
At the feafl of tabernacles in that year. In,that feaft they 


were particularly required to rejoice before God, Jey, xxiii. 40. ° 


‘Therefore then they mutt read the law, both to qualify their 
mirth, and keep it in due bounds, and to fanétify their ‘mirth, 
that they might make the law of God the matter of their re- 
joicing, and might-read it with pleafure, and not as a tafk. 
[2.] To whom it muft-be read, to all Ifrael, ver.11.; men, 
women, and children, and the flrangers, ver. 12. The women 


_and children were not obliged to go up to the other feafts, but 


to this only in which the law was read. Note, It is the will 
of God that all people fhould acquaint themfelves with this 
word. It is a rule to all, and therefore fhould be read to all. 
It is fuppofed that fince.all Ifrael could not pofibly. meet: in 
one place, or that one man’s voice could reach them all, that 
as many as the courts of the Lord’s houfe would hold met 
there, and the reft at the fame time in their fynagogues. ‘I he 
Jewith doétors fay, That the hearers were bound to prepare 
their hearts, and to hear with fear and reverenge, and ft joy 
and trembling, as in the day when the law was given on mount 
Sinai: And though they were great and wife men, which 
knew the whole law very well, yet they were bound to. hear 
with great attention ; for he that reads is the meflenger of the 
congregation to caufe the words of God to be heard. I with 


thofe that hear the gofpel read and preached would confider ’ 
» 


this. ¢ 


[3-] By whom it muft be read. Thou shalt read it, ver. 
11.° Thou, O Ifrael, by a, proper perfon appointed for that 


_purpofe ; or, thou, O Jothua, their chief ruler. | Accordingly 


we find he did read the law himfelf} Joth. viii. 35-3 fo did 
Jofiah, 2 Ghron- xxxiv. 30.; and Ezrah, Neh. viii. 3. And 


the Jews fay, That the king himfelf (when they had one) was 
the perfon that read in the courts of the temple ; that a pulpit 


was fet up for that purpofe in the midit of the court, in which 


the king {tood 3 that the book of the law was. delivered him 
by the high prieft, he ftood up to receive it, uttered a prayer 
(as every one did that was to read the Jaw.in public) beiore 

he 


In that year the Jand refted, fo that they 


Chap. RXXI. 


they are turned unto other gods. 


{ 


he read; and then, if he pleafed, he might fit ce and read; 
but if he read ftanding, it was thought the more commendable, 
as (they fay) king Agrippa did.—Hlere let me offer it as a 


. conjecture, that Solomon is called the preacher in his Eccle/i- 
~ aftes, becaufe he delivered the fubftance of that book in a dif- 


courfe to the people, after his public reading of the law in the 
feaft of tabernacles, according to this appointment here. 

[4.] For what end it muft be thus folemnly read. 1. That 
the prefent generation might hereby keep up their acquaintance 
with the law of God, ver. 12. they muft hear, that they may 
Jearn, and fear God, and obferve to do their duty. . See here 
what we are to aim at in hearing the word ;, we muft hear that 
we may learn, and grow in knowledge; and every time we 
read the {criptures we fhall find there is ftill more and more to 
be learned out of them. We mutt learn, that we may fear 
God, i. e. that we may be duly affeSted with divine things ; 
and mutt fear God, that wé may obferve and do the works of 
his law; for in vain do we pretend to fear him if we do not o- 
bey him. 2. That the rifing generation might betimes be lea- 
vened with religion, ver. 13.; not only that thofe who know 
fomething may thus know more, but that the children which 
have not known any thing may betime know this, how much 
it istheir intereft, as well as duty, to fear God. 


14 § And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Behold, 
thy days approach that thou muft die: call Jo- 


- fhua, and prefent yourfelves in the tabernacle. 


of the congregation, that I may give hima 
charge. And Mofes and Jofhua went and pre- 
fented themfelves in the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation. 15 And the Lorp appeared in the 
tabernacle in a pillar of a cloud: and the pillar 
of the cloud ftood over the door of the taber- 
nacle. 16 & And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, 
Behold, thou fhalt fleep with thy fathers; and 
this people will rife up, and go a-whoring after 


the gods of the ftrangers of the land whither 


they go to be amongit them, and will forfake 
me, and break my covenant which J have made 
with them. 17 Then my anger fhall. be kin- 
died againft them in that day, and I will forfake 
them, and I will hide my face from them, and 


_they fhall be devoured, and many evils and 
- troubles fhall befal them, fo that they will fay 


in that day, Are not thefe evils come upon us, 
becaufe our God is not amongft us? 18 And I 


will furely hide my face in that day, for all the ° 


evils which they fhall have wrought, in that 
19 Now 
therefore write ye this fong for you, and teach 
it the children of Ifrael: put it in their mouths, 
that this fong may be a witnefs for me againft 
the children ‘of Ifrael. 20 For when I fhall 
have brought them, into the land which I fware 


‘unto their fathers, that floweth with milk and 
honey; and they fhall have eaten and filled 


themfelves, and waxen fat ; then will they turn 
unto other gods, and ferve them, and provoke 
me, and break my covenant. 2x And it fhall 
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come to pafs, when many evils and troubles are: 
befallen them, that this fong fhall teftify againft 
them, as a witnefs; for it fhall not be forgotten 
out of the mouths of their feed: for I know 
their imagination which they go about, even 
now before I have brought them into'the land 
which J fware. 


Here, Firft, Mofes and Jothua are fummoned to attend the 
Divine Majelty at the door of the tabernacle, ver. 14. Mofes 
is told again that he mutt /bortly die. Even thofe that are: 
mott ready and willing to die have need to be often minded of 
its approach. In confideration of this, he muft come himfelf 
to meet God; for whatever improves our communion witia 
God, furthers our preparation for death. He mutt alfo. bring 
Jofhua with him, to be prefented to God for a fucceffar, and. 
to receive his commiflion and charge. Mofes. readily obeys 
the fummons; for he was none of thofe that look with-an evil: 
eye upon their fucceffors, but, on the contrary, \ rejoiced. im 
him. Bay? 

Secondly, God'gracioufly gives them the meeting. He,ap« 
peared in the tabernacle (as the Shechinah uled to appear) ima 
pillar of cloud, ver. 45. Vhis is the only time in all this book. 
that we find the glory of God appearing, as it often did in the 
three foregoing books ;- which perhaps fignifies, that in the late. 
ter days, under the evangelical law, fuch vifible appearances as 
thefe of the divine glory are not to be expected, but we mult. 
take heed to the more fure word. of prophecy. 

Thirdly, He tells Mofes, that, atter his death, the covenant 
which he had taken fo much pains to make between Lael: 
and their God would certainly be broken. 

{1.] That Hrael would forfake God, ver. 16.. And we. 
may be fure, if the covenant between God and man be broken,, 
the blame mutt ie on: man, it is he that breaks it:. We hawe- 
often obferved it, that God never leaves any till they firftleaye 
him. Wortfhipping the gods of the Canaanites (who hadbeen: 
the natives, but from henceforwards were to be looked wpon as 
the ftrangers of that land) would undoubtedly. be counted. ay 
deferting of God, and, like adultery, a violation. of the. cove- 
nant. Thus {till thofe are revolters from: Chrift, and wilk be- 
fo adjudged, who either make a god of their money. by reign-- 
ing covetoufne/s, or, a god of their belly by reigning /enfuality. 
They that furn to other gods, ver, 18. forfake their own mero. 
cies. This apoftafy of theirs is foretold to be an effeét of their 
profperity, ver. 20. They fhall have eaten and filled themfelves , 
that is all they will aim at in éating, to. gratify their own appe-- 
tites, and then they will wax fat, grow fecure and. fenfual;, 
their fecurity will take off their dread of God. and. his judge« 
ments ; and their fenfuality will incline them to the jdolatries« 
of the heathen, which made provifion for the flefb to fulfil the 
lufts of it. Note,.God has a clear and infallible forefight of alk: 
the wickednefs of the wicked, and hath often covenanted with: 
thofe who he knew would deal very treacheroufly, Ia. x\viti.. 8.- 
and conferted many favours on thofe who. he knew would: 
deal very ungratefully.. 

[2.]. That then God would. forfake Lrael; and jultly, 
doth he caft them off who had fo unjuftly caft him» off, ver. 
17. My anger fhall be kindled againfi them, and I will forfake- 
them. Fis providence would. forfake them, no longer to pros 
tect and profper them, and. then they would: become a prey 
to all their neighbours; his Spirit and grace. would. forfake 
them, no longer to teach and guide them, and then-they would: 
be more and more bigotted, befotted, and hardened in their 
idolatries. Thus many evils and troubles» would befal themg. 
ver, 17, 21.3 which would be. fuch. manifeft indications: af 


God's 


(080. 


God’s difpleafure againft them, that they themfelves would be 
con{trained to own it; Are not thefe evils come upon us, becau/e 
our God is not among ft us ? 'They that have finned away their 
God, will»find that thereby they pull all mifchiefs upon their 
own heads. But that which compleated their mifery was, that 
God would hide his face from them in that day, that day of 
their trouble and diftrefs, ver. r8. Whatever outward troubles 
-we are in, if we have but the light of God’s countenance we 
may be eafy ; but if God Aide his face from us and our pray- 
€rs, we are undone. Sa 
Fourthly, He dire&ts Mofes to deliver them a fong, in the 
. compofing of which he fhould be divinely infpired, and which 
‘fhould remain a-{tanding teftimony for God, as faithful to them 
‘in giving them warning, and againft them as falfe to themfelves 
-in not taking.the warning, ver. 19. The written word in ge- 
neral, as well as this fong in particular, is a witnefs for God a- 
~ gainft all thofe that break covenant with him. Jt /ha/l be for 
a teftimony, Mat. xxiv. 14. The wifdom of man has devifed 
“many ways of conveying the knowledge of good and evil, by 
laws, hiftories, prophefies, proverbs, and, amongft the reft, by 
fongs ; each have their advantages: And the wifdom of God 
has in the fcripture made ufe of them all, that ignorant and 
carelefs men might be left inexcufable. (1.) This fong, if 
rightly improved, might be a means to prevent their apoftafy ; 
for in the inditing of it God had an eye to their prefent ima- 
gination, now, before they were brought into the land of pro- 
mife, ver. 21. God knew very well that there were in their 
hearts fuch grofs conceits of the Deity, and fuch inclinations 
to idolatry, that they would be tinder to the fparks of that 
temptation, and therefore in this fong gives them warning of 
their danger that way. Note, The word -of God is a difcer- 
ner of the thoughts and intents of mens hearts, and meets with 
them ftrangely, by its reproofs and corrections, Heb. iv. 12. 
Compare 1 Cor. xiv. 25. Minifters who preach the word, 
know not the imaginations men go about, but God, whofe 
word it is, knows very well. (2.) If this fong did not pre- 
vent their apoftafy, yet it might help to bring them to repent- 
ance, and to reduce them from their apoftafy. When their 
troubles are come upon them, this fong fhall not be forgotten, 
but may ferve as a glafs to fhew them their own faces, that 
they may humble themfelves, and return’ to’ him from whom 
they have revolted. Note, Thofe whom God has mercy in 
{tore for, he may leave them to fall, yet he will provide means 
-for.their recovery. Medicines are prepared beforehand for 
their cure. 


22 Mofes therefore wrote this fong the 
' fame day, and taught it the children of Hrael, 
23 And he gave Jofhua the fon of Nun a charge, 
and/faid, Be ftrong and of a good courage : for 
thou fhalt bring the children of Ifrael into the 
land which I {ware unto them: and 1 will be 
with thee. 24 YF And it came to pafs when 
Mofes had made an end of writing the words 
of this law in a book, until they were finifhed ; 
25 That Mofes commanded the Levites which 
-bare the ark of the covenant of the Lorn, fay- 
‘ing, 26 Take this book of the law, and put it 
in the fide of the ark of the covenant of the 
‘Lorp your God, that it may be there for a wit- 
nefs againft thee. 27 For I know thy rebel- 
lion, and thy ftiff neck: behold, while Iam 
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yet alive with you this day, ye have been re- 
bellious againft the Lorp; and how much 
more after my death? 28 Gather unto me all 
the elders of your tribes, and your officers, that 
I may fpeak thefe words in their ears, and call 
heaven and earth to record againft them. 29 


For I know, that after my death ye will utterly 


corrupt your/elves, and turn afide from the way 
which I have commanded you: and evil will 


-befal you in the latter days, becaufe ye will do 


evil in the fight of the Lorp, to provoke him 
to anger through the work of your hands. 30 
And Mofes fpake in the ears of all the congre- 
gation of Ifrael the words of this fong, until 
they were ended. : 


Here, [1.] The charge is given to Jofhua, which God 
had faid, ver. 14. he would give him; the fame in effeét that 
Mofes had given him, ver. 7. Be frong and of a good courage, 
ver. 23. Jofhua had now heard from God fo much of the 
wickednefs of the people whom he was to have the conduét 
of, as could not but be difcouragement to him; Nay, faith 
God, how bad foever they are, thou fhalt go through thy un- 
dertaking, for J wil/ be with thee > Thou fhalt put them into 
poffeflion of Canaan; if they afterwards by their fin throw 
themfelves out of it again, that will be no fault of thine, nor 
any difhonour to thee; therefore be of good courage. 

[2.] The folemn delivery of the book of the law to the Le- 
vites, to be depofited in the fide of the ark, is here again re- 
lated, ver. 24, 25, 26. of which before, ver. g. Only they 
are here directed where to treafure up this precious original ; 
not in the ark, there only the two tables were preferved, but 
in another box by the fide of the ark. It is probable this was 
the very book that was found in the houfe of the Lord (having 
been fomehow or other mifplaced) in the days of Jofiah, 
2 Chron. xxxiv. 14.3 and fo perhaps the following words 
here, that it may be a witnefs againft thee, may particularly 
point at that event which happened fo long after: For the find- 
ing of this very book occafioned the public reading of it by Jo- 
fiah himfelf, for a witnefs again{ft a people who were then al- 
mott ripe for their ruin by the Babylonians. 

[3.] The fong, which follows in the next chapter, is here 
delivered to Mofes, and by him to the people. He wrote it 
firft, ver. 22. as the Spirit of God indited it; and then /pake 
in the ears of all the congregation, ver. 30.; and taught it them, 
ver. 22. #. €. gave out copies of it, and ordered the people to 
learn it by heart. 

It was delivered by word of mouth firft, and afterwards in 
writing to the elders and officers, as the reprefentatives of their 
refpective tribes, ver. 28.; by them to be tranfmitted to their 
feveral families or houfeholds. It is delivered to them with a 
folemn appeal to heaven and earth concerning the fair warning 
which was given them by it of the fatal confequences of their 
apoftafy from God; and with a declaration of the little joy, 
and little hope, Mofes had in and concerning them. : 

(1.) He declares what ttle joy he had had of them while he 
was with them, ver. 27. 
I know thy rebellion, (as once he faid it unadvifedly, Hear 
now, ye rebels,) butvit is the refult of a long acquaintance with 
them, Ye have been rebellious againft the Lord. Their rebel- 
lions again{t himfelf he makes no mention of, thofe he had long 


fince forgiven and forgotten ; but their rebellions againft God. 
~ they 


Chap XXXI. 


Tt is not in a paffion that he faith, ° 


ee 


_ . them, 


“Chap. XXXII. 


they muftbe made to hear of, that they may be ever repented 
of, and never repeated. ; : ; 

_ (2.) What little hopes he had of them, now he was leaving 
From what God had now faid ‘to him, ver. 16. more 
than from his own experience of them, though that was dif- 
-couraging enough, he tells them, ver. 29. J know, that after my 
death ye will utterly corrupt yourfelves. Many a fad thought 
no doubt it occafioned to this good man to forefee the apof- 
tafy and ruin of a people he bad taken fo much’ pains with to 
do them good, and make them happy ; but this was his com- 
fort, that he had done his duty, and that God would be glo- 
rified ; if not in their fettlement, in their difperfion. ‘Thus 
our Lord Jefus, a little before his death, foreto!ld the rife of 
. falfe Chrifts, and falfe prophets, Mat. xxiv. 24.3; notwith{tand- 
ing which, and all the apoftafies of the latter times, we may 
be confident that the gates of hell fhall not prevail againf? the 
church, for the foundation of God flands fure. 


CHAP. XXXIL 


In this chapter we have, 1. The fong which Mofes, by the 
\” appointment of God, delivered to the children of Ljrael, 
Jor a flanding admonition to them to take heed of forfa- 
king God. Thictakes up moft of the chapter. In which 
we have, (1.) The preface, ver. 1,2. (2.) A high cha- 
radler of God, and, in oppofition to that, an ill charader 
of the people of Ifrael, ver. 3,—6. (3.) 4 rehearfal of 
the great things God had done for them, and, in oppofition 
to that, an account of their ill carriage towards him, ver. 
7,—18. (4.) A predittion of ‘the wafting. defroying 
judgments which God would bring upon them for their fins, 
in which God is here juftified by the many aggravations 
of their impieties, ver. 19,—33. (5) 4 promife of the 
defiruction of thew enemies and oppreffors at laf, and 
the glorious deliverance of a remnant of Ifrael, ver. 33, 
—43. II. The exhortation with which Mofes delivered 
this fong to them, ver. 44,—47. Ill. The orders God 
gives to Mofes to go up to Mount Nebo and die, ver. 48, 
—52. 
IVE ear, O ye heavens, and I will fpeak ; 
¥ and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. 


ae * My doétrine fhall drop as the rain: my fpeech 


fball diftil as the dew, as the {mall rain upon 
the tender herb, and as the fhowers upon the 
grafs. 3 Becaufe I will publifh the name of 
the Lorn: afcribe ye greatnefs unto. our God. 
4 He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all 
his ways are judgment: a God of ‘truth, and 
without iniquity, juft and right 7s he. 5 They 
have corrupted themfelves, their {pot zs not the 
fpot of his children: they are a perverfe and 
crooked generation. 6 Do ye thus requite the 

_Lorp, O foolifh people and unwife? zs not he 
thy father that hath bought thee? hath he not 
made thee and eftablifhed thee? 

Here is, Fir/?, A commanding preface or introduétion to 
this fong of Mofes, ver. 1, 2. He begins, 

{1.] With a folemn appeal to heaven and earth concerning 
the truth and importance of what he was about to fay, and the 
juftice of the divme proceedings againft a rebellious and back- 
fliding people ; for’ he had faid, chap. xxxi. 28. that he would 
in this fong call heaven and earth to record againft them. 
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The heaven and earth themfelves would fooner hear than this 
perverfe and unthinking people, for they revolt not from their 
obedience to their Creator, but continue to this day according 
to his ordinances, as “his fervanis, Pfal. cxix.:go, gt. and 
therefore will rife up in judgment, againft rebellious Ifrael.— 
Heaven and earth will be witnefs againft finners, witnefles of 
the warning given them, and of theiy, refufal to take the warn- 
ing: See Job xx. 27. The heaven foall reveal his iniquity, 
and the earth foall rife up againft him—Or, heaven and eatth 
are here put for the inhabitants of both, angels and men ; both 
fhall agree to jultify God in his proceedings againft Ifrael, and 
to declare his righteoufne/s, Pfal.\..6. See Rey. xix. 1. 

[2.] He begins with a folemn application of what he was 
about to fay to the people, ver. 2. My dodérine Shall drop as 
the rain. 1/3, It fhall be a beating {weeping rain to the rebel- 
lious; fo one of the Chaldee paraphrafts expounds the firft 
claufe.. Rain is fometimes fent for judgment, witnefs that with’ 
which the world was deluged: And fo the word of God, as 
to fome it is reviving and refrefhing, and @ favour of life unto 
life, fo to. others it ts terrifying and killing, and a favour of 
death unto death. 2dly, It fhall be as a fweet and comfertable 
dew to thofe who are rightly prepared to receive it. Obferve, 
(1.) The fubjeé& of this fong is doéirine. He had given them 
a fong of praife and thankfgiving, Exod. xv. but this is a fong 
of infiruétion ; for in pfalms, and hymns, and fpiritual fongs, 
we are not only to give glory to God, but to teach and admonifh 
one another, Col. iti. 16. Hence many of David’s pfalms are 
intituled Mafchil, to give infirudtion. (2.) This doéfrine is 
fitly compared to rain and /howers, which come from abovey 
to make the earth fruitful, and accompli/h that for which they’ 
are fent, Ifa. lv. 10, 11.3 and depend not upon’the wifdom or 
will of man, Mic. v. 7. It is a mercy to have this rain come’, 
oft upon us, and our duty to drink it in, Heb. vi. 7. (3.) He 
promifeth that his doétrine fhall drop and difi/ as the dew, 
and the fmall rain, which defcends filently, and without nore. 
The word preached is then likely to profit when it comes 
gently, and {weetly infinuates itfelf into the -hearts and affec- 
tions of'the hearers. (4.) He befpeaks their acceptance and 
entertainment of it, and that it might be as fweet, and pleafant, 
and welcome to them, as rain to the thirfy earth, Pfal. Ixxii. 
6. And the word of God is then likely to do us good when 
it is thus acceptable. (s.) The learned Bifhop Patrick un- 
derftands it as a prayer, that his words, which were fent from 
heaven to them, might fink into their hearts, and foften them, 
as the rain doth the earth, and fo makexthem fruitful in -obe- 
dience. 

Secondly, An awful declaration of the greatnefs and righ- 
teoufnefs of God, ver. 3, 4. He begins with this, and lays 
it down as his firft principle, (1.) To preferve the honour of 
God, that no reproach might be caft upon him for the fake of 
the wickednefs of his people Ifrael. How. wicked and cor- 
rupt foever they are who are called by his name, he is ju/? and 
right, and all that is good, and is not to be thought the worfe 
of for their badnefs. (2.) To aggravate the wickednefs of If 
rael, who knew and worthipped fuch a holy God, and yet 
were themfelyes fo unholy. And, (3.) To juftify God in 
his dealings with them. We mutt abide: by it, that God is 
righteous, even when his judgments are a great decp, Jer. Xi. 1. 

Mofes here fets himfeif to publifh the name of the Lord, ver. 
3.3 that Ifrael knowing what a God he is whom they had 
avouched for theirs, might never be fuch fools as to exchange 
him for a falfe god, a dunghil/ god. He calls upon them there- 
fore to a/cribe greatne/s to him, It will be of great ufe to us, 
for the preventing of fin, and the preferving of us in the way of 
our duty, always to keep up high and honourable thoughis of 
God, and to take all occafions to cxprefs them. Afcribe great- 
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ne/s to. our God. Ve cannot add to his greatnefs, for it is in-, 
finite; but we muft acknowledge. it, and give him the glory 
of it. ai he 
Now, when Mofes would fet forth the.greatne/s. of God, he 
doth it not by explaining his eternity and immenfity, or defcribing 
the brightnefs of his glory in the wpper world, but by thewing 
the faithfulnefs of his word, the perfeGion of his works, and 
the wifdom and equity of all the adminiftrations of his govern- 
inent; for in thefe his glary fhines moft clear to us, and thefe 
are the things revealed concerning him which belong to us and 
our children, ver. 4. jl; He is the Rock. So he is called fix 
times in this chapter, and the Seventy all along. tranflate it 
@xic, God. The learned Mr Hugh Broughton, reckons, that 
God is called the Rock eighteen times (befides in this chap- 


ter) in the Old Teftament, (though in.fome places we tranflate 


it frength; ) and,charges it therefore upon the Papifts, that they 
make St Peter a God; when they make-him, the rock upon which 
the church is built. God is the rock, for he is in, himfelf im- 
mutable and,immovyeable; and he isto all that feek him, and fly to 
him, an impenetrable fhelter, and to all that truft in him an ever- 
Jafting- foundation. 2dly, His work is pevfed. Wis work of 
creation was fo, all very good: His works: of providence are 
fo, or will be fo, in due time; and, when, the myftery of God 
fhall\be finifhed, the perfection of his. works will appear to all 
the. world. Nothing that God, doth can be mended, Eccl. iti. 
14, God was now perfecting what he had. promifed and. be- 
gun for his people Ifrael, and, from the perfeétion of his work, 
they muft take occafion to. give him. the glory of a// his, works, 
_ The beft of mens works are: imperfect; they have their, flaws 
and defects, and are left unfinifhed: But as for God, hi work 
2s perfe; if he begin, he will make an end. 3d/y, All his 
ways are. judgment. "The ends of his ways are all righteous, 
and he is w/e in the choice of the means in. order.to thofe 
ends. Judgment fignifies both prudence and juftice. The ways, 


of the Lord are, right, Hof. xiv. 9. 4thly, He is a God of. 


truth, whofe word we may take and rely upon, for he cannot 
le, who is faithful to all his. promifes, nor fhall his threatenings 
fall to. the ground, szh/y, He is without. iniquity; one who 
never cheated any that trufted in him, never wronged any that 
appealed to his ju/lice, nor ever was hard upon any that catt 
themfelves upon his mercy. 6¢h/y, Fufh and right is he. As 
he will not wrong any by punifhing them more than they de- 
ferve, fo he will not. fail to recompenfe all thofe that ferve him, 
or fuffer for him. He is indeed juf? and right, for he will: ef- 
fedtually take care that none fhall lofe by him. Now, what a. 
bright and amiable idea doth’ this one verfe give us of the God 
whom we worfhip! and what, reafon have we then to love him, 
and fear him, to live a life of delight, in.him, dependance on 
him, and-devotednefs to him? This is our Rock, and there is 
no unrighteoufne/s in him, nor none can be, Pfal. xcii. 15. 

Thirdly, A. high charge exhibited againft the [/rael of God, 
whofe charaéter was in all refpeéts the reverfe of the God of 
Lfrael, ver. 5. (1) They have corrupted themfelves, or it has 
corrupted itfelf; the body of the people has; the whole head 
fick; and the whole heart faint.. God did not corrupt them, for: 
juft and right is he; but they are themfelyes the fole authors 
of their own fin and ruin; and both are included in this word. 
They have debauched themfelves; for every man is tempted when 
he is drawn away of his own luff. And they have defrayed 
themfelves, Hof, xiii. 9. If thou fcorne/t. thou alone fhalt bear 
the guilt and grief, Prov. ix. 12: (2.) Their /pot is not the 
fpet of his children. “ven God’s children have their {pots 
while they are in this imperfect ftate: For if we fay, we have 
no fin, no fpot, we deceive ourfelves. But the fin of Ifracl was 
sone of thofe: It was not. an infirmity which they ftrove a- 
gaint; watched and. prayed again{t, but an evi/ which their 
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nations their inheritance, when he feparated the: — 


hearts were fully fet in them to do. For, (3.) They were: a per 
verfe and crooked generati:n, that were a&ted by a fpirit of con- 
tradiction,, and therefore. would do what was forbidden, becaufe 
it was forbidden, would fet up their own humour and fancy 
in oppofition to the will of God, were impatient of reproof, ha- 
ted. to be reformed, and went on, frowardly in the way of their 
heart. "The Chaldee paraphrafe reads this verfe thus, Zhey 
have fcattered, or changed themfe/ves, and not him 3 even the 
children that ferved, idols, 3. a generation that has depraved its 
own works, and afienated itfelf. Idolaters cannot hurt God, 


nor do any. damage to his works, or make him a {tranger to — 


this world: See Job.xxxv. 6. No, all the hurt, they dois te 
themfelves, and their own works. The learned Bithop Pa- 
trick gives another reading of it: Did he do him any hust? 
i, e. 1s God the rock. to be blamed for the evils that fhould bes 
fal Lfrael.2 No, his children are their blot, i. e. all the evil that 
comes upon them is the fruit of their childrens wickednefsfor 
the whole generation of them is crooked and perverfe. AN 
that are ruined ruin themfelves, they die becaufe they will 
die. 

Fourthly, & pathetical expoftulation with this provoking peo- 
ple for their ingratitude, ver..6. Do ye thus requite the Lord ? 
Surely you will not hereafter be fo bafe and difingertuous in 
your carriage towards him as you have been. (1.) He minds 
them of the obligations God had laid upon them to ferve him, 
and to cleave to him. He had been a Father to them, had. 
begotten them, fed them, carried them, nurfed them, and borne 
their manners; and would they fpurn at the bowels of a father? 


| He had bought them, had’ been at a vat expence of miracles 


to bring them out of Egypt, had given men for them, and peopie. 


_ for their life, Va. xiii. 4. Is not he thy father, thy owner ? (fo 


fome) that has an inconteftable propriety in thee; and the ox 

knoweth his owner. He has made thee, and brought thee into: 

being ;. efablifhed thee, and kept thee in being: Has he not. 
done fo? Can you deny the engagements you lie under to him,. 
in confideration of the great things he has done and defigned 

for you? and are not our obligations, as baptized Chriftians,. 
equally great and {trong to our Creator that made ws, our Re-- 
deemer that bought us, and our Sanétifier that hath efadlifhed 
us? (2.) From hence. he infers the evil of deferting him, and: 
rebelling againft him. For, 1. It was bafe ingratitude. Do. 
ye thus requite the Lord? Are thefe the returns you make him. 
for all his favours to you? the powers you have from him, will 
you employ them. again{ft him? fee Mic. vi. 3, 4. John x. 32. 

This is fuch monftrous villany as all the world will cry fhame- 
on. Calla man uagrateful, and. you can call him no worfe, 

2. It was prodigious madnefs. O fooli/h people and unwife! 
fools and double fools, who has bewitched you ? Gal. iii. 1. 

Fools indeed,’ to difoblige one on whom you have fuch a ne- 

ceflary dependance! to forfake your own mercies for lying vae-. 
nities! Note, All wilful finners, efpecially finners in Ifrael,. 
are the moft wuzqwife and the moft, ungrateful people in the 

world. 


7 4 Remember the days of old, confider the- 


years of many generations: afk thy father, and 
he will fhew thee, thy elders, and they will tell 
8 When the moft High divided to the: 


fons of Adam, he fet the bounds. of the people- 


according .to the number of the children of If. 
rae]. g For the Lorn’s. portion: is his: people ¢> 
Jacob zs the lot of his inheritance. 10 He found: — 
him ina defart land, and in the wafte howling 
wildernefs.<- 


Chap. XX XI. 
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Chap. XXXIL. 


wildernefs: -he led him about, he inftructed 
him, he kept him as the apple of his eye. 11 
As an eagle ftirreth up her neft, fluttereth over 
her young, fpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh 
them,. beareth them on her wings. 12 So the 
Lorp alone did lead him, and there was no 
ftrange god with him. .13 He made him ride 
on the high places of the earth, that he might 
eat the increafe of the fields; and he made him 
to fuck honey out of the rock, and oil out of 
the flinty rock. 14 Butter of kine, and milk 
of fheep, with fat of lambs, and rams. of the 
breed of Bafhan, and goats, with the fat of kid- 
neys of wheat; and thou didft drink the pure 
blood of the grape. 


Mofes having in general reprefented God to them as their 
great Benefaétor, whom they were bound in gratitude to obferve 
and obey, in thefe verfes gives particular inftances of God’s 
kindnefs to them, and concern for them. 

Firft, Some inftances were ancient ; and for proof of them 
he appeals to the records, ver. 7. Remember the days of old, 
i. e. keep in remembrance the hiftory of thofe days, and of the 
wonderful providences of God concerning the old world, and 
_ concerning your anceftors, Abraham, aac, and Jacob, you 
wil find a conftant feries of mercies attending them, and how 
long fince things were in working towards that which is now 
come to pafs. Note, The authentic hiftories of ancient times 
-are of fingular ufe, and efpecially the hiftory of the church in 
its infancy, both the Old Teftament and the New Teftament 
church. 3) 

-. Secondly, Others were more modern ; and for proof of them 
he appeals to their fathers and elders that were now alive and 
‘with them. Parents mult diligently teach their children not 
only the word of God, his laws, Deut. vi. 7. and the meaning 
of his ordinances, Exod. xii. 26. but his works alfo, and the 
methods of his providence: See Pfal. xxxvii. 3, 4,6, 7. And 
children fhould defire the knowledge of thofe things which will 
be of ufe to engage them to their duty, and to direct them in it. 

Three things are here enlarged upon as inftances of God’s 
kindnefs to his people Ifrael, and ftrong obligations upon them 
never to forfake him. 

[1.] The early defignation of the land of Canaan for their 
inheritance ; for herein it was a type and figure of eur heaven- 
ly inheritance, that it was of old ordained and prepared in the 
divine counfels, ver. 8. When the earth was divided among 
the fons of men, in the days of Peleg, after the flood, and each 
family had its lot, in which it mutt fettle, and by degrees grow 
up into a nation, then God had Ifrael in his thoughts and in 
his eye: For, defigning this good land into which they were 
now going, to be, in due time, an inheritance for them, he or- 


dered that the pofterity of Canaan, rather than any other of the © 


families then in being, fhould be planted there in the mean 
time, to keep poffeffion, as it were, till Ifrael was ready for it 5 
becaufe ¢hofe families were under the curfe of Noah, by which 
they were condemned to fervitude and ruin, Gen. ix. 25.3 and 
therefore would be the more juftly, honourably, eafily, and ef- 
fettually, rooted out, when the fulnefs of time was come that 
Ifrael fhould take poffeffion. ‘Thus he fet the bounds of that 


people with an eye to the defigned number of the children of I/- 


rae/, that they might have juft as much as would ferve their 
turn. And fome obferve, that Canaan himfelf with his eleven 


fons, Geh. x. 15, €Sc. make up juft the number of the twelve | 
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tribes of Tfrael. Note, (1.) The wifdom of God has appoint- 
ed the bounds of mens habitation, and determined ‘both the 
place and time of our living in the world, Aéts xvii: 26. When 

he gave the earth to the children of men, Pfal. cxv. 16, it was 

not that every man might catch as he could; no, he divides 

to nations their inheritance, and will have every one to know his 
own, and not to invade another’s property. (2.) Infinite Wif- 

dom has a vaft reach, and defigns beforehand what is brought 

to pafs long after: Known unto God are all his works from the 

beginning to the end, Ads xv. 18.; but they are not fo to us, 

Eccl. iii: 11. (3.) The great God in governing the world, 

and ordering the affairs of ftates and kingdoms, has a fpecial 

regard to his church and people, and confuits their good in all. 

See 2 Chron. xvi. g. and Ifa. xlv. 4. The Canaanites thought 

they had as good and fure a title to their land as any of their 

neighbours had to theirs, but God intended they fhould only 

be tenants till the Ifraelites their landlords came. Thus God. 
ferves his own purpofes of kindnefs to his people, by thofe that 

neither énow im, nor love them ; who mean net fo, neither doth 

their hearts think fo, Mic. iv. 12. 

The reafon given for this particular care God took for this 
people, fo long before they were either born or thought of (as 
{ may fay) in our world, doth yet more magnify the kindnefs, 
and make it obliging beyond expreflion, ver. g. For the Lord’s 
portion is his people. All the world is his, he is owner and 
poffeffor of heaven and earth ; but his church is his in a pecu- 
liar manner: It is his demefne, his vineyard, his garden inclo- 
fed: He has a particular delight in it, it is the beloved of his 
foul, in it he walks, he dwells, it is his ref for ever. He has 
a particular concern for it, keeps it as the apple of his eye’ he 
has particular expectations from it, as a man has from his por- 
tion; has a much greater rent of honour, glory, and worthip, 
from that diftinguifhed remnant than from all the world befide. 
That God fhould be Ais peoples portion is eafy to be accounted 
for, for he is their joy and felicity; but how they fhould be Ais 
portion who neither ‘needs them nor can be benefited by them, 
mutt be refolved into the wondrous condefcenfions of free grace. 
Even fo, Father, becaufe it feemed good in thine eyes fo to call . 
and count them. sills 

[2.] The forming of them into a people, that they might be 
fit to enter upon this inheritance, like an heir of age, at the 
time appointed Of the father. And herein alfo Canaan was.a ~ 
figure of the heavenly inheritance ; for as it was from eternity 
propofed and defigned for all God’s fpiritual Ifrael, fo they are 
in time (and it is a work of time) fitted and made meet for it, 
Col. i. 12. The deliverance of Ifrael out of flavery, by the 
deftruction of their oppreffors, was attended with fo many won- 
ders obvious to fenfe, and had been fo often fpoken of, that it 
needed not to be mentioned in this fong: But the gracious 
works God wrought upon them would be lefs taken notice of 
than the glorious works he had wrought for them, and there- 
fore he chufeth rather to inftance in them. A great deal was 
done to model this people, to caft them into fome fhape, and 
to fit them for the great things defigned them in the land of 
promife; and it is here molt elegantly defcribed. 

1. He found them in a defart land, ver. 10. This refers, no 
doubt, to the wildernefs, through which God brought them to 
Canaan, and in which he took fo much pains with them ; it is 
called the church in the wildernefs, Aéts viii- 38.. There it 
was born and nurfed, and educated, that all might appear to be 
divine, and from heaven, fince they had there no communica- 


tion with any part of this earth, either for food.or learning. |. 


But becaufe he is faid to find them there, it feems defigned al- 

fo to reprefent both the ill ftate and the ill charaéter of that 

people when God began firft to appear for them. 1/7, Their 

condition was forlorn ; Egypt was to them a défart land, anda 
R 
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afte howling wildernefs, for they were bond-flaves in it, atid 
cried by reafon of their oppreffion, and were perfectly bewilder- 
ed, and at a lofs for relief: there God found them, and thence 
he fetched them. And, 2dly, Their difpofition was very un- 
promifing; fo ignorant were the generality of them in divine 
things, fo ftupid and unapt to receive the impreffions of them, 
fo peevifh and humourfome, fo froward and quarrelfome, and 
withal fo {trangely addicted to the idolatries of Egypt, that they 
might well be faid to be found ina defart land ; tor one might 
as reafonably expect a crop of corn from a barren wildernefs, 
as any good fruit of fervice to God from a people of fuch a 
‘character. Thofe that are renewed and fandtified dy grace, 
fhould oft remember what they were dy nalure. 

2. He led him about, and infiruded him. When God had 
them inthe wildernefs, he did not bring them directly to Ca+ 
‘naan, but made them go a great compafs round, and fo he in- 
fraéed them; i.e. (1.) By this means he took time to inftru& 
them, and gave them commandments as they were able to re- 
ceive them. Thofe whofe bufinefs it is to inftrué others, mutt 
not expect it will be done of a /udden ; learners'muft have time 
so.learn. (2.) By this means he tried their faith and patience, 
and dependance upon God, and enured them to the hardfhips 
of the wildernefs, and fo infiruéted them. Every {tage had 
fomething in it that was iaffrudtive ; evén when he chaflened 
them, he thereby taught them out of his law. It is faid, Pfalm 
evi. 7. that he led them forth by the right way ; and yct here, 
that he led them about ; for God always leads his people the 
right way, however to us it may feem about ; fo that the fur- 
theft way about proves, if not the next way, yet the beft way 
home to Canaan. How God infruéied them is explained long 
after, Neh. ix. 13. Thou gaveft them right judgments and true 
laws, good ftatutes and commandments, and efpecially, ver. 20. 
Thou gaveft them alfo thy good Spirit to inftrud them, and he 
inftructs effeCtually. We may well imagine how unfit that peo- 
ple had been for Canaan, had they not firft gone through the 
difcipline of the wildernefs. 

3. He kept them as the apple of his eye, with all the care 


and tendernefs that could be, from the malignant influences of* 


am open fky and air, and all the perils of an inhofpitable defart. 
‘The pillar of cloud and fire was both a guide and a guard to 
them. 

4. He did that for them which the eagle doth for her neft 
~ of young ones, ver. 11,12, The fimilitude was touched, 
Exod, xix. 4. [bare you on eagles wings » here it is enlarged 
upon. Eagles are here obferved to have ftrong affection, to 
their young, and to fhew it not only as other creatures, by pro- 
tecting them, and making provifion for them, but by educating 
them, and teaching them to fy. For that purpofe the /firs them 
up out of the neft, where they lie dozing, flutters over them, 
to fliew them how they muft ofe their wings, and then. ufeth 
them to fly upon her wings, till they have learned to fly upon 
their own. "This, by the way, is an example to parents to train 
up their children ia bufine/s, and not to indulge them in idle- 
nefs, and. the love of eafe.’ God did thus by Ifrael when they 
were in love with their flavery, and loth to leave it; God by 
Mofes ftirred them. up to afpire after hberty, and many a time 
keot them from: returning to the houfe of bondage again. He 
carried them out of Egypt, /ed them in to the wildernefs, and 
now at, length had led them through.it.. The Lord alone did 
lead him ;. he. needed not any affiftance, nor did he take any 
to be partner with him in the atchievement ; which was a good 
reafon why they fhould ferve the Lord only, and no other, fo 
much as in partnerfhip,.much lefs in rivalfhip, with him.. There 
was no flrange god with him to. contribute to Ifrael’s falva- 
tion, and therefore there fhould be none to fhare in. Ifrael’s ho- 
mage and adoratjon, Pfal. lkxxi. 9: 
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[3-] The feteling of them ina good land. ‘This was done 
in part already, in the happy planting of the two tribes and a 
half, an earneft of what would fpeedily and ‘certainly be done 
for the reft of the tribes. . 

1. They were blefled with glorious victories over their ene- 
mies, ver. 13. He made him ride on the high places of the earth, 
i.e. he brought him on with conqueft, and brought him home 
with triumph. He rode over the high places, or {trong 
holds, that were kept againft him ; fat in eafe and honour up- 
on the fruitful hills of Canaan: In Egypt they /ooked mean, 
and were fo, in poverty and difgrace: But in Canaan they, 
looked great, and were fo, advanced and enriched ; they rode 
in fate, as a people whom the King of kings did delight to ho- 
nour. . 

2. With great plenty of all good things; not only the ordi- 
nary increafe we field, but, which was uncommon, honey out 
of the rock, anW oil out of the flinty rock. Which may refer 
either, 1/?, ‘To their miraculous fupply with fre/b water out 
of the rock that followed them in the wildernefs ; which is call- 
ed honey and oil, becaufe the neceflity they were reduced to 
made it as fweet and acceptable as honey and oi/ at another 
time. ,Or, 2d/y, To the great abundance of honey and oil they’ 
fhould find in Canaan, even in thofe parts that were haf fer- 
tile. The rocks of Canaan fhould yield a better increafe than 
the fields or meads of other countries. Other of the produéts 
of Canaan are mentioned, ver. 14. Such abundance and fuch 


variety of wholefome food, and évery thing the beft in its kind, . 


that every meal might be a feaft if they pleafed; excellent 
bread made of the beft corn, here called the &idneys of the 
wheat, for a grain of wheat is not much unlike a kidney ; dut- 
ter and milk in abundance} the flefh of cattle well-fed ; and for 
their drink no worfe than the pure blood of the grape. So in= 
dulgent a Father was God to them, and fo kind a benefaétor.. 
Ainfworth makes the plenty of good things in Canaan ‘to be 
a figure of the fruitfulnefs of Chrift’s kingdom, and the hea- 
venly comforts of his word and Spirit, for the children of his 
kingdom he has butter and milk, the fiacere milk of the word, 
and /lrong meat for flrong men, with the wine that makes glad 
the heart. 

15 ¥ But Jefhurun waxed fat, and kicked : 
thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou: 
art covered with fatne/s ; them he forfook God 
which made him, and lightly efteemed the Rock 
of his falvation, 16 They provoked him to jea- 
loufy with ftrange gods, with abominations pro- 
voked they him to anger. 17 They facrificed 
unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they 
knew not, to new gods that came newly up; 
whom your fathers feared nots 18 Of the Rock 
that begat thee thou. art. unmindful, and, haft 
forgotten God that formed thee.. 

We have here a defcription of the apoftafy of Tfrael from. 
God, which would fhortly come to pats, and which already 
they had.a difpofition to. One would ‘have thought a’ people 
under fo many obligations to their God, in duty, gratitude,. 


and intereft, fhould never have turned from him,. but, alas 
they turned afide quickly. 


Here are two great inftances of their wickednefs, and each. 
WY 


| of them amounted to an apoftafy from God: 


[t.] Security and. fenfuality;. pride and infolence, and’ the 
other common. abufes of plenty and:profperity, ver. 15. Thefe 


people were called Jefhurun, an.upright people, fo fome; a fee~ 


ing. people, fo others: But they foon loft: the reputation both. 
\ of 


~ | 


Sion for the flefhs to fulfil the lujts of it. They grew fat, i. e. 


_ for it; dull and ftupid, carelefs, and fenfelefs, and this was the 


- that make.a god of themfelves, anda god of their bellies, in 


—firangers. 


ed to do mifchief: If there were any fpirits and invifible , 


* devil’s reach: Nay, the devil can deftroy thofe only that facri- 


* the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful... Mindfulnefs of 


Chap. XXXII. 


of their knowledge, and of S.cir righteoufneft » for being well 
fed, (1.) They waxed fat, and grea thick, i. €. They indul- 
ged themfelves in all manner of luxury and gratifications. of 
their appetites, as if they had nothing to do but to make provi- 


they grew big and unwieldy, mindlefs of bufinefs, and unfit 


effect of their plenty. Thus the pro/perity of fools deftroys 
them, Prov. i. 32. Yet this was not the worlt of it: (2.) 
They &icked. they grew proud and infolent, and Lift up the heel 
even againft God himfelf. If God rebuked them, either by his 
prophets, or by his providence, they kicked againf? the goad as 
an untamed heifer, or a bullock unaccufiomed to the yoke, and. in 
their rage perfecuted the’ prophets, and flew in the face of pro- 
vidence itfelf, And thus he forfook God that made him, not 
paying due refpedts to his Creator, not anfwering the ends of 
his creation, and put an intolerable contempt upon the Rock of 
his falvation, as if he were not indebted to him for any paft fa- 
vours, nor had any dependance upon him for the future. Thofe 


pride and wantonne/s, and cannot bear to be told of it, cer- 
tainly thereby for/ake God, and thew how lightly they efteem 
him. 

[2.] Jdolairy was the great inftance of their apoftafy ; and 
which the former Jed them to, as it made them fick of their 
religion, felf-willed, fond of changes. Obferve, 

(1.) What fort of\ gods they chofe, and offered facrifice to,, 
when they forfook the God that made them, ver. 16, 17. This 
aggravated their fin, that thofe very fervices which they fhould 
have done to the true God, they did, 1. To /frange gods, that 
could not pretend ever to have done them any kindnefs, or laid: 
them under any obligation to them; gods that they had no 
knowledge of, nor could expect any benefit by, for they were 
Or, they are called /range gods, becaufe they were 
other than the one only true God, to whom they were betroth- 
ed, and ought to have been faithful. 2. To new gods, that 
came newly up; for even in religion, the antiquity of which: is 
one of its honours, vain minds have ftrangely affected novelty, . 
and, in contempt of the Ancient of days, have been fond of new 
gods. A new god! can there be a more montftrous abfurdity ? 
Would we find the right way to reft, we muft aflk for the good 
old way, Jer. vi. 16. It was true, their fathers had worfhipped 
other gods, Joth. xxiv. 2. and perhaps it had been fome little ex- 
cufe if the children had returned to them; but to ferve new gods, 
whom their fathers feared not, and tolike them the better. for being 
new, was to open a door to endle/r idolatries. 3. They were 
fuch as were no gods at all, but mere counterfeits and pretend- 
ers; their names the inventions of mens fancies, and their ima- 
ges the work of mens hands. Nay, 4. They were.devils. So 
far from being gods, fathers and benefaétors to mankind, that 
really they were defroyers ; fo the word fignifies, fuch as aim- 


powers that pofieffed their idol temples and: images, they. were 
evil {pirits and malignant powers, whom yet they did-not need 
to worthip. for fear they fhould hurt them, as they. fay the. In- 
dians do; for they that faithfully worfhip God are. out. of. the 


fice to him. How mad. are idolaters, who forfake the Rack 

of falvation, to run themfelves upon the rock of perdition ?° 
(2.) What a great affront this was ta Jehovah their. God. 
1. It was juftly. interpreted a forgetting of him, ver. 18. Of 


God would prevent fin; but when. the world is ferved and:the 
flefh indulged, God is forgotten: And can any thing be more. 
bafe and unworthy, than to forget the God that is the Author 
of our being, by whom we fubfift, and.in whom we liye and- 
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And fee what comes of it, Ifa. xvii. ro, 11. Becau/e 
thou haft forgotten the God of thy falvation, and haf not been 
mindful of the Rock of thy firengih: Though the flrange lips: 
be pleafant plants at firtt, yet the harvefi at lait will be a heap 
in the day of grief and of defperate forrow. There is nothisg: 


~ got by forgetting God. 


¢ 2+ It was jultly refented as an inexcufeabie ofinee. They- 
provoked him to jetlou/y, and. to anger, (ver. 16.) for their sfoi> 
were abominations to him. See here God’s difplcafure againit. 
idois, whether they be fet wp in the heart, or in the fanétuary. 
“Uf, He is yea/ous of them as rivals with him for the throne 1 
the heart. 2d, He hates.them, as enemies to his crown and 
government. 3dly,. He.is, and. will be very-angry with thole. 
that have any refpeét or. affection for them. ‘Vhofe confidcr. 
not what they do that provoke Ged, for. who knows.ihe power 
af his anger ? 

tg And when the Lorn faw 77, he abhorred’ 

them, becaule of the provoking of his fons and. 
of his daughters. 20 And he faid, J: will hide: 
my face from them; 1 will fee what the end. 
Jeall be: for they are avery froward genera- 
tion, children. ir whom zs no. faith. 21.They 
have. moved me to jealoufy with. that which is 
not. God, they have provoked me'to anger with 
their vanities ; and I will move them: to jealou- 
fy with thofe which are nota people, I -will pro- 
voke them. to anger-with.a-foolifh nation... 22) 
For.a fire is kindled in my anger, and.{hall burie- 
unto the loweft:hell, and {hall confume the eartly 
with her increafe; and:fet on fire the foundations 
of the mountains. 231 will heap mifchiefs up- 
on them, I will fpend.mine arrows upon.thein. 
24: They fhall be burnt with: hanger, and de- 
voured with burning heat, and. with bitter de- 
ftruction:.I will alfo fend the teeth of beatts up- 
on them, withthe poifon.of ferpents of the duit. 
25.The {word.witheut, and terror.within, {hall 
deftroy. both.the young man-and the. virgin, the- 
fuckling a/fo with the man of gray hairs, . 

The method of this fong follows the method-of the predic« 
tions in. the foregoing chapter; and. therefore after the revolt - 
of Ifrael from. God, defcribed in the foregging. yerfes, here fol- 
lows. immediately the refolves of. Divine Ju(tice . concerning. 
them; we deceive ourfelves if we think .that Ged. will-thus be 
mocked. by a foolith -faithlefs people, .that play. falt.and | loofé 
with him.. 

, [i.], He had delighted in them, but new he: would rejeéi 
them wath. deteflation.and. difdain, ver. 19+, When.the Lord jaw 
their treachery and. folly, and _bafe. ingratitude, Ae abborred 
them, he de/pifed them; fo fome read it... Sinsmakes us odious 


in the fight of the holy God; and no finners are fo /oth/ome to 
him as thofe.that he has called,, and-have called themfelves / és. 


- fons and. his. daughters, and. yet .have..been provoking to. bim. 


Note, The. nearer any are. to God in profefhon, the more 


; noifome they are to him if they are defiled. in a finful way, 


Pal. cvis. 39... ; 
(2. He_had given them the: tokens: of : his prefence with 


- them, and.his favoursto them, but.now..he would withdraw 


and hide his face from them, yer. 20... His hiding his. face fige, 
nifies his great difpleafure ; they had. turned. their. back. upon 
: God 
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God, and now God would turn his back upon them, (compare 
Jer. xviii. 17. with Jer. ii. 27.); but here it notes alfo the 
flownefs of God’s proceedings againft them in a way of judge- 
ment. They began in their apoftafy with omifhions of good, 
and fo proceeded to commiffions of evil. In like manner God 
will firft fufpend his favours, and Jet them’ fee what the iflue of 
that will be, what-a friend they lofe when they provoke God 
to depart, and will try whether that will bring them to repent- 
ance. Thus we find God hiding him/elf as it were in expetta- 
tion of the event, Ifa. Ivii. 17. “To juftify himfelf in leaving 
them, he fhews that they were fuch as there was no dealing 
with ; for, (1.) They were froward, and a people that could 
not be pleafed; or, obftinate in fin, and that could not be con- 
vinced and reclaimed. (2.) They -were faithle/s, and a peo- 


ple that could not -be trufted. When he faved them, and _ 


took them into covenant, he faid, Surely they are children that 
will not lie, Ha, Ixiti. 8.; but when they proved otherwife, 
children in whom is no faith, they deferved to be abandoned, 
rand that the God of truth: fhould have .no-more to.do with 
~them. 


{3-] He had done every thing to make 'them ealy, aid to 


-pleafe them, but now he would do that againft them which 
fhould be moft yexatious to them. The punifhment here an- 
‘{wers the fin, ver. 21. . (4.) They had provoked God with 
defpicable deities, which were not gods at all, but vanities; crea- 
tures of their own imagination, ‘that could not pretend either 
to merit, or to repay the refpe&ts .of their worfhippers. The 
-more vain and vile the.gods were after which they went a-who- 


ring, the greater was the offence to that great and good God 


whom they fet them up“n competition «with, and contradiction 
to, ‘This put favo great evils into their idolatry, Jer. ii. 13. 
(2.) God would therefore plague them with de/picable enemies, 
that were -worthlefs, weak, and inconfiderable, and not defer- 
ving the name of a people, which was a great mortification to 
them, - and. aggravated the oppreflions they groaned under. 
The more da/e the people were that tyrannized over them, the 
-more barbarous they would be; none fo infolent as:a beggar 
on horfeback: Befides that, it would be infamous to Lrael, 
who had fo often triumphed over great and mighty nations, to 
be themfelves trampled upon by, the weak and foolifh, and'to 
come under the curfe of Canaan, who -was:to be:a fervant of 
fervants. But God can make the weakeft inftrument a {courge 
to the ftrongeft finner; and they that by fin infult their migh- 


tv Creator, are juftly infulted by the meaneft.of their fellow- . 


creatures. ‘This was remarkably fulfilled in the days of the 
judges, when they were fometimes opprefled by the very Ca- 
naanites themfelves, whom. they had fubdued, Judg. iv. 2. 
But the apoftle applies it to the converfion of the Gentiles, 
who had been not a people in covenant with God, and foolifh in 


divine things, yet were brought into the church folely to the | 


grief of the Jews, who upon all occafions fhewed a great indig- 
nation at it, which was both their fin and their punifhment,-as 
envy alway is, Rom. x. 19. 


[4.] He had planted them in a:good Jand, and replenithed | 


them with all good things, but now he would ftrip them of all 
their comforts, and bring them to ruin. The judgments threat- 
ened are very terrible, ver. 22,—25. 1/, Vhe fire of God’s 
anger fhall confume them, ver..22. Are they proud of their 
plenty ? it fhall burn up the increafe of the earth: Are they con- 
fident of their ftrength?-it fhall deftroy the very foundations 
of their mountains: There is no fence againft the judgments of 
God when they come swith commiffion to lay all wafte. It 
fhall burn, to the loweft hell; i. e. it thall bring them to the ve- 
ry depth of mifery in this world, which yet would be but a 


faint refemblance of the complete and endlefs mifery of finners © 


vin the other world. The damnation of hell (as our Saviour 
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calls it) is the fre of God’s anger faftening upon the guilry 
confcience of a finner to its inexpreflible and everlafting tor- 
ment, Ifa. xxx. 33. ‘2dly, The arrows of God’s judgments 


~ fhall-be {pent upon them, till his quiver is quite exhaufted, ver. 


23. ‘Lhe judgments of God, like arrows, fly {wiftly, Pfal. 


Ixiv. 7.5 reach thofe at a diftance, who flatter themfelves with 


hopes of efcaping them, Pfal. xxi. 8, 12.; they come from an 
unfeen hand, but wound “mortally, for God never miffeth his 
mark, 2 Kings xxii. 34. The particular judgments here threat- 


_ ened, are, (t.) Famine; they {hall be burnt, or parched with 


hunger, (2.) Peftilence, and other difeafes, here called burning 
heat, and bitter deftrudien. 3.) The infults of the inferior 
creatures; the tecth of beafts, and the poifon of serpents, ver. 24. 
(4.) War, and the fatal confequences of it, ver. 25. 1/f, Per- 
petual frights. “When 'the fword is without, there cannot but 
be terror within; 2 Cor. vit. 5. Without were fightings, with- 
in were fears. Thofe who caft off the fear of God, are jattly 
expofed to the fear of enemies. 2d/y, Univerfal deaths. The 
fword of the Lord, when it is fent to lay all wafte, will de- 
{troy without diftin@tion’; neither the ftrength of the young man, 


‘nor the beauty of the wirgin, nor the innocency of the /uwck- 


ling, nor the gravity or infirmity of the man of grey hairs, will 
be their fecurity from the {word when it devours one as well 


as another. Such devaltations doth war make, efpecially when © 


it is pufhed on by men as ravenous as wi/d Leafts, and as ve- 
nomous as /erpents, ver. 24. See here what mifchief fin doth, 
and reckon thofe feols that make a mock at it. 


26 I faid, I would fcatter them into corners, 


I would make the rememberance of them to. 
ceafe from among men: 27 Were it not that 
I feared the wrath of the enemy, left their ad-_ 


verfaries fhould behave themfelves ftrangely, 
and l\eft they fhould fay, Our hand zr high, and 
the Lorn hath not done all this. 28 For they 
are a nation void of counfel, neither is there a- 
ny underftanding in them. 29 O that they 


were wife, that they underftood this, that they | 


would confider their latter end! 30 How fhould 


one chafe a thoufand, and two put ten thou- — 


fand to flight, except their Rock had fold them, 
and the Lorp nad fhut thern up? 31 For their 
rock 7s not as our Rock, even our enemies them- 


elves being judges. 32 For their vine zs of the 


vine of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah: 
their grapes are grapes of gall, their clufters are 
bitter. 33 Their wine zs the poifon of dragons, 
and the cruel venom of afps. 34 Zs not this 


laid up in ftore with me, and fealed up among ~ 


my treafures? 35 To me delongeth vengeance, 
and recompenfe, their foot fhall flide in due 
time: for the day of their calamity zs at hand, 
and the things that fhall come upon them make 
hatte. 36 For the Lorn thall judge his people, 
and repent himfelf for his fervants; when he 


feeth that their power is gone, and there is 


none {hut.up, or left. 37 And he fhall fay, 
Where are their gods, their rock in whom they 


trufted, 38 Which did eat the fat of their fa- : 


crifices, 
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erifices, and drank the wine of their drink-offer- 
ings? let them rife up and help you; and be 
your protection. . 


After many terrible threatenings of deferved wrath and ven- 
geance, we have here furprifing intimations ef mercy, undefer- 
ved mercy, which rejoioceth again/! judgment, and by which it ap- 
pears that God has no pleafure in the deaih of. “fnners, but would 

_ rather they fhould turn and live. 

Firft, in jealoufy for his own honour, he will not make-a 
full end of them, ver. 26,—28. (4.) It cannot be denied but 
that they deferved to be utterly ruined, and that their re- 
membrance fbould be made_to. ceafe from among men; fo that 
the name of an Lfraclite fhould never be known but in. hifto- 
ry ; for they were a nation void of counfel, ver. 28.; the mokt 
fottifh, inconfiderate people that ever were ; that would not be- 
lieve the glory of God, though they faw it, nor underftand 
his loving-kindnefs, though they tafted, it, and lived up- 
on them. Of them who could caft off fuch a God, fuch a 
Jaw, fuch a covenant, for vain and dunghill deities, it might 
truly be faid there is no underflanding in them. (2.) It had 
been an eafy thing with God to ruin them, and. blot out the 
remembrance of them; when the greateft part of them were 
cut off by te fword, it was but {cattering the remnant into 
fome remote obfcure corners of the earth, where they fhould 
ever have been heard of more, and the thing had been done, 
See Ezek. v. 12. God can deftroy thofe that are moft ftrong- 
Wy fortified, difperfe thofe that are moft clofely united, and bu- 
ry thofe names in perpetual oblivion that have been moft cele- 
brated. (3.) Juftice demanded it, J faid I would featter 
them. It is fit they fhould be cut off from the earth, that-have 
_cut themfelves off from their God; why fhould they not be 
dealt with according to their deferts? (4.) Wifdom confidered 
the pride and infolency of the enemy, which would take occa- 
fion from the ruin of a people that had been fo dear to God, 
and for whom he had done fuch great things, to refle@ up- 
en God, and to imagine that becaufe they had got the better 
-of Lrael, they had earried the day againft the God of Ifrael, 
The adverfaries will fay, Our hand is high; high indeed, when 


it has been too high for thofe whom God himfelf fought for,. 


nor will they confider that the Lord has done all this, but will 
' dream that they have done it in difpite of him; as if the God 


_ of Ifrael were as weak and impotent, and as eafily run down, | 


as the pretended deities of other nations. _ (5.) in confidera- 
tion of this, mercy prevails for the {paring of a remnant, and 
the faving of that unworthy people from. utter ruin, J feared 
the wrath of ihe enemy. It is an expreflion after the manner 
of men;. it is certain God fears no man’s wrath, but he acted 
in this matter as if he had feared it.. Thofe few good people 
in [frael that had a concern for the honour of God’s name, 
feared the verath of the enemy in this inftance more than in any 


if _ other, as Jofhua, chap. vu. g.; and David often, and .becaufe 


they feared it, God himfelf is faid to fear it: He needed: not 
Mofes to plead it with him, but minded himfelf of it, What 
will the Egyptians fay? Let all thofe whofe hearts tremble for 


the ark of God and his Ifrael,. comfort themfelves with this, |: 


That God will work for his own. name, and will not fuffer it 
to be profaned and polluted: How. much’ foever we deferve to 
be difgraced, God will never: difgrace the throne of his glory... 
_ Secondly, In concern for: their welfare,he earneltly wifhes 
and defires their converfiom; and, in order to that, their ferious 
confideration of their /atter end, ver. 29.  Obferve, (1) 
Though God had pronounced them a fooli/b people, and of no 
underflancding, yet he wifheth they were wife; as Deut. v. 
29. O that there were fuch a heart in them ! and Pfal. xiv. 8, 
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Ne fools, when will ye be wife ? God delights not to, fee fine 
ners ruin themfelves,, but. defires they will help themfelves ; 
and if they will, he is ready to help them. (2.) It is a great 
piece of wifdom,, and wilk contribute much to the return of {in- 
ners to: God, ferioufly. to: confider the latter end, ox the future 
fate. Ytis here meant particularly of that which God by Mo- 
fes had foretold coicerning this: people in the /atter days 3 but 
it may. be applied more generally. “We ought to underftand 
and confider, 1. The. /atter end of life; and the future fate of 
the foul; to think of death as our removal from a world of 
fenfe to a. world-of fpirits, the final period: af our flate of trial” 
and: probation, and our entrance upon an unchangeable ftate of 
recompenfe and retribution. 2. [he JuHer end of fn, and 
the future late of thofe that dive and-die in it,” O. that men 
would éonfder the happinefs they will lofe, and the mifery they 
will certainly plunge: themfelves into, if they goon /fill in their 
tre[paffes ! What will-be-the end: henenj, Jer. v. 3%. Ferufar 
lem forgat this, and therefore came down aonderfully, ‘Liam. 
hi @. 
~ He calls tormind the great things’ he had. done for 
them formerly, asa reafon why he fhould’not quite caft them 
off. This feems to be the meaning of that, ver. 30, 31. How 
fhould one Hraelite have been too hard for a thoufand Canaan- 
ites, as they had’ beer: many atime, but that God, who is 
greater than all gods, fought for them? and fo it comes in like. 
that, Has Ixxii, 10, tr. When he was turned to be their e 
nemy, as here, and fought againft them for their fins, then he ~ 
remembered the days. of old; faying, Where. is he that brought 
them: out of the fea? fo here, his arm.begins to awake, as in 
the-days:of old, again? the wrath of the enemy, Pfal. exxxviile 
7. There was atime when the cnemies of Ifracl were fold 
by their own. rock, 7. e. their own idol gods, who could: not 
help them, becaufe Jehovah the God of Ifrael: hadi /hut them 
up, as.fheep for the flaughter ; for the enemies themfelves:mutt 
own that their pods were a very wnequal’match for the God 
of Ifrael, For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, yer. 32. This 
muft be meant of the enemies of Ifrael, who therefore fell fo . 
eafily before the fword of Ifrael, becaufe they were ripe for . 
ruin, and.the meafure of their iniquity. was fulli. 

Yet thefe verfesimay be underftood of the {trange prevalen- - 
cy of the enemies of Ifrael againft. them,.when God: made ufe 
of them as the rod of his anger, Va. x. 5, 6.. How fhould: 
one:Canaanite chafe a thoufand: Ifraelites, (as. it-is threatened. a-. - 
gaint’ thofe. that trufted to: Egypt for help, Ia. xxx. 17. One 
thousand foall fee at the rebuke of one, ) imlefs Urael’s Rock had 
adeferted them, and given them'up? For otherawife, however 
they may impute their power wato their. gods, Hab. i. 11. as 
the Philiftines imputed their vi@ory to Dagon), it is: certain 


. the enemies rock could not have prevailed againft the Rock of 


Lfrael; God would: foon have fubdued their enemies, Pfal. Ixxxi.. . 


14.5) but that the wickednefs of Ifrael delivered them: mto « 
| their Hands; for ¢heir vine, that is; I{rael’s, is of the vine of - 


Sodom, ver. 32. ‘They were planted a choice vine, wholly a 


_ right feed, but by fin were become the. degenerate plant of a - 


Jfrrange vine, Jer. iis 24.3 and not only: tranfcribed the iniquity 
of Sodom, but outdid it, Ezek x. 48. Geod:called them. his 
vineyard, his pleasant plant, Vf. vi 7. But. their fruits were, 
if, Very oftenfive and. difpleafing to God, ditter as gall. 
2dly, Very malignant and pernicious one to another, like she 
Some underftand this of their punifft- - 
ment ; their fin would be ditterne/s-in the latter end; it would’. 


- bite like a Serpent, and fling like an adder, Job xx. 14. 


Fourthly, He refolves upon the deftruction of thofe at laft - 
that had.been their profecutors. and oppreffors. When the cup 
of trembling goes round, the king of Babel fhall pledge it at 
The day is 

coming : 
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coming when the judgment that began at the houfe of God 
fhall end with the finne? and ungodly, 1 Pet. iv. 17, 18. 

God. will in due time bring down the church’s enemies : 

[1.] In difpleafure againft their wickedne/s, which he takes 
notice of, and keeps an account of, ver. 34, 35. Ls mot this 
implacable fury of theirs againft Ifrael, /aid up in flore with me, 
to be reckoned for hereafter, when it fhall be made to appear 
that to me belongs vengeance 2 Some underftand it of thé fin of 
Tftael, efpecially their perfecuting the prophets, which was laid 
~up in {tore againft them from the blood of righteous Abel, Mat. 
XXL. 35. However, it teacheth us, that the wickednefs of 
the wicked is all laid up in flore with God. 1/1, He obferves 
it, Pfal. xc. 8. He knows both what the vine is, and what 
the grapes; what the temper-of the mind, and what the ac- 
tions of the life. | 2d/y, He keeps a record of it, both in his 
own omnifcience, and in the finner’s confcience ; and this is 
fealed up among his treafures, which notes both fafety and fe- 
erecy: Thefe books cannot be loft, nor will they be opened 
till the great day. “See Hof. xii. 12.  3dly, He often de- 
days the punifhment of fin for a great while; it is /aid up in 
fore, till the meafure be full, and the day of divine patience 
be expired. .See Job xxi. 29, 30. 4thly, There is a day of 
reckoning coming, when all the treafures of guilt and wrath 
will be broken up, and the fin of finners fhall furely find them 
out. (1s) The thing itfelf will certainly be done; for the 
‘Lord is a God to whom vengeance belongs, and therefore he 
will repay, Ifa. Jix. 18. This is quoted by the apoftle, to 
fhew the feverity of God’s wrath againft thofe that revolt from’ 
the faith of Chrift, Heb. x..30. (2.) It will be done in due 
time, in the beff time; nay, it willbe done in a /hort time. The 
day of their calamity is at hand; and though it may feem to 
tarry, it lingers not, it flumbers not, but it makes. hafle. In one 
Sour fhall the judgment of Babylon come. 

[2.] He will do it in compaffion to his own people, who, 
though they had greatly provoked him, yet {tood in relation to 
him, and their mifery appealed to his mercy, ver. 39. The 
Lord foall judge his people, i. e. jadge for them again{t their e- 
nemies, plead their caufe, and break the yoke of oppreflion, un- 
der which they ‘had long groaned, repenting himfelf for his 

~fervants; not changing his mind, but changing his way, and 
fighting for them, as he had fought againft them, when he fees 
that their power is gone. This plainly points at the deliverances 
God wrought for Ufrael, by the judges, out of the hands of 
thofe to whom he had fold them for their fins; See Judg. ii. 
11,--19.; and how his foul was grieved for the mifery of I/- 
rgel, Judg. x. 16.; and this when they were reduced to the 
lait extremity, God helped them when they could not help 
themfelves ; for there was none hut up or left, i. e. none that 
-dwelt either in cities or walled towns in which they were /hut 
up, nor any that dwelt in fcattered houfes in the country, in 
which they were left at a diftance from neighbours. 
‘God’s time to appear for the deliverance of his people is when 
things are at the worlt with them. God tries his peoples 
faith, and ftirs up prayer, by letting things go-to the worft, and 
then magnifies his own power, and fills the faces of his ene- 
mies with fhame, and the hearts of his people with fo much 
the greater joy, by refcuing them out of extremity, as brands 
out of the burning. 

[2.] He will do it in contempt and to the reproach of the 
idol-oods, ver. 37, 38. Where are their gods ? Two ways it 
may be underftood ; 1/7, That God would do that for his peo- 
ple which the idols they had ferved could not do for. them. 
They had forfaken God, and been very liberal in their facri- 
fices to idols; had-brought to their altars the fat of their facri- 
fices aad the wine of their drink-offerings, which they {uppo- 

_ ded their deities to feed upon, and on which they feafted with 
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Note, } 


: 


them. New, faith God, will Wicks gods you- have fade 


your court-to at‘fo great an ‘expénce help you in your diftrefs, _ 


and fo repay you for all your charges in their fervice? Go, get 
you to the gods you have ferved, and let them deliver you, Judg. 
K. 14. This is intended to convince .them of their folly in 
forfaking a God that could help them, for thofe that could not; 
and fo to bring them to repentance, and qualify them for de- 
liverance. When the adultrefs fhall follow after her lovers, 
and not overtake them, pray to her idols, ‘and receive no kind- 
nefs from them, then fhe fhall fay, I will go and return to my 
Sith bufband, Hof. it. 7. See Ula. xvi. 12. Jeér. ii. 28. Or, 
2dly, That God would do that againft his enemies which the 
idols they had ferved could not fave them from. Senacherib 
and Nebuchadnezzar boldly challenged the God of Ifrael to 
deliver his worfhippers, Ifa. xxxvii. 10. Dan. iii, 15.; and 
he did deliver them, to the confufion of their enemies. But 
the God of Ifrael challenged Bel and Nebo to deliver their 
worfhippers, to rife up and help them, and to be their protettion, 
Ifa. xlvit, 12, 13.3 but they were fo far from helping them, 
that they themfelves, i.e. their images, which was all that was 
of them, went into captivity, Ma. xlvi. 1, 2. Note, Thofe 
who truit to any rock but God, will find it fand in the day of 
their diftrefs; it will fail them then when they moft need it. 


239 See now that I, even I am he, and there 
is no god with me: I kill, and I make alive; 
I wound, and I heal: neither zs there any that 
can deliver out of my hand. 40 For [lift up my 
hand to heaven and fay, I live for ever. 41 If I 
whet my glittering fword, and mine hand take 
hold on judgement; I will render vengeance to 
mine enemies, and will reward them that hate 
me. 42 1 will make mine arrows drunk with 
blood (and my fword fhall devour flefh) and 
that with the blood of the flain, and of the cap- 
tives, from the beginning of revenges upon the 
enemy. 43 Rejoice, O ye nations, with his 
people: for he will avenge the blood of his fer- 
vants, and will render vengeance to his adver-= 
faries, and will be merciful unto -his land, and 
to his people. \ Nea 


The conclufion of the fong fpeaks three things.” 

Li.] Glory to God, ver. 39. , See now, upon the whole 
matter, that lf, even J am he. earn this from the deftruGtion 
of idolaters, and the inability of their idols to help them. The 
great God here demands the glory, (1.) Of /elf-exiflence, J, 
even [ am he. Thus Mofes concludes with that name of God 
by which he was firft made to know him, Exod. iii. 14. J am 
that Lam. Jam He that I have been, that I will be, that f 
have promifed to be, that I have threatened to be; all fhall find 
me true to both. The Targum of Uzzielides parapbrafeth it 
thus, “* When the word of the Lord fhall) reveal himfelf to re- 
“« deem his people, he fhall fay to all people, See that I now am 
“what Iam, and haye been, T am what { will be; which 
we know very well how to apply to him who faid to John, J 
am he, which is, and was, and is to come, Rev. i. 8. Thefe 
words, J, even I am he, we meet with often in thofe chapters, 
of Taiah, where God is encouraging his people to hope for 
their deliverance out of Babylon, Ifa. xli. 4.—xliii. 11, 12, 
25.——-klvied. (2.) Of a fole fupremacy ; there is no god with 
me, none to help with me, none to cope with me. See Ia. xliti. 
LO, 14. (3.) Of an abjolute fovereignty, and univerfal agency, 

: Liki 
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d Bill, and I make alive; i, e. all evil and all good, come from 
the hand of his providence; he forms both the light of life, and 
the darkne/s of death, Ma. xlv. 7. Lam. ili. 37, 38.3 or, he 

_ kills and weunds his enemies, but heals and mckes alive his own 
people; &il/s and wounds with his judgments thofe that revolt 
from him, and_rebel againft him; but when they return and 
_repent, he Aeals them, and makes them alive, with his mercy 

-and grace. Or, it notes his inconteftible authority to difpefe 
of all his creatures, and the beings he has given them, fo as to 
ferve his own purpofes by them ; whom he will he flays, and 
whom he will be keeps alive, when his judgments are abroad. 
Or thus; though he é7//, yet he makes alive again; though he 
_caufe grief, yet will he have compajfion, Lam. ili. 32.; though 
he have tora, he will heal us, Hof. vi. 1, 2... The Jerufalem 

_ Targum reads it, *¢ I kill thofe that are alive in this world, and 
© make thofe alive in the other world that are dead.”? And 
fome of the Jewith doétors themfelves have obferved, that death, 
and a /ife after it, that is, eterna/ life, is intimated in thefe words. 
(4.) Of an trrefiftible power, which cannot be controuled ; ne7- 
ther is, there any that can deliver out of my hand thofe that I 

have marked for deftruétion. As no exception can be made 

againft the fentence of God’s juftice, fo no efcape can be made 
from the executions of his power. 

[2.] Térror'to his enemies, ver. 40, 41, 42.3 terror indeed 
to thofe that hate him, as all thofe do that ferve other gods, 
‘that perfift in wilful difobedience to the divine law, and that 
“malign and perfecute his faithful fervants; thefe are they whom 
God will render vengeance to; thofe his enemies that will not 
have him to reign over them. To frighten fuch in time to re- 
pent and return to their ‘allegiance, the wrath of God is here 
revealed from heaven againit them. (1.) The divine fentence 
‘is ratified with an oath, ver. 4o. he Lifts up his hand to heaven, 
the habitation of his holinefs; this was an ancient and very 
fignificant fign ufed in fwearing, Gen. xiv. 22.: and fince he 
could /wear by no greater, he {wears by himfelf, and his own 
life. "Thofe are miferable without remedy that have the oath 
and word of God againft them. The Lord hath fworn, and 
will not repent, that the fin of finners fhall be their ruin, if they 
goon init. 2.) Preparation is made for the execution; the 
glittering fword is whet. See Pfal. vii. 12.3 it is a fword 
bathed in heaven, Ufa. xxxiv. 5. While the fword is in whet- 
ting, fpace is given to the finner to repent and make his peace ; 
which if he do not the wound will be the deeper. And as 
the /word is whet, fo the hand that is to wield it takes hold on 
judgment with a refolution to go through with it. (3.) The 
execution itfelf will be very terrible; the fword Jhall devour 
jic/e in abundance, and the arrows be made drunk with blood, 
fuch vaft quantities of it fhall be thed; the blood of the flain in 
battles and of the captives, to whom no quarter fhould be given, 
-but they fhould be put under military execution. When he 
begins revenge, he will make an end ; for in this alfo his work 
as perfec. The critics are much perplexed with the laft claufe, 
From the beginni..z of revenges upon the enemy: The learned 
‘Bifhop Patrick (thet great mafter) thinks it may. admit this 
reading, From the king to the flave of the enemies, Jer. 1. 35, 36, 
37. When the fword of God’s wrath is drawn it will make 
b/oody work, blood to the horfe-bridles, Rev. xiv. 20. 

[3-] Comfort to his own people, ver. 43. Rejoice, O ye na- 
‘tions, with his people. We concludes the fong with words of 
joy, for in God’s Lfrael there is a remnant whofe end will be 
peace; God’s people will reoice at laft, will rejoice everlafting- 
dy. Three things are here mentioned as matter of joy, (1-) 
‘The enlarging of the church’s bounds: The apoftle applies the 
_firft words of this verfe to the converfion:of the Gentiles, om. 
xv. 10° Rejoice; ye :Gentiles, with his people. See what the 
grace of God doth in the converfion of fouls, it brings them. to 
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rejoice with the people of God; for true religion brings us ace 
quainted with true joy ; fo great.a miftake are they under that 
think it tends to make men melancholy. (2.) ‘he avenging 
of the church’s controverfies upon her adverfaries. He will 
make mquifition for the Llood of his fervants, and it fhall ap- 
pear how precious it is to him, for they that fpilt it thall have 
blood given them to drink. (3.) The mercy God has in ftore 
for his church, and for all that belong to it; he will be merci- 
ful to his land, and to his people, i.e. to all every where that 
fear and ferve him: Whatever judgments are brought upon fin- 
ners, it fhall go well with the people of God ; and in this let 
Jews and Gentiles rejoice together. 


44 And Mofes came and fpake all the words 
of this fong in the ears of the people, he and 
Hofhea the fon of Nun. 45 And Mofes made 
an end of {peaking all thefe words to all Ifrael. 
46 And he faid unto them, Set your hearts unto 
all the words which I teftify among you this 
day; which ye fhall command your children to 
obferve to do, all the words of this law. 47 For 
it 7s not a vain thing for you: becaufe itzs your 
life; and through this thing ye fhall prolong 
your days in the land whither ye go over Jor- 
dan to poffefs it. 48 And the Lorp fpake un- 
to Mofes that felf-fame day, faying, 49 Get 
thee up into this mountain Abarim, wxto mount 
Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, that is o- 
ver-againft Jericho; and behold the land of Ca- 
naan, which I give unto the children of Ifrael 
for a poffeffion. 50 And die in the mount whi- 
ther thou goeft up, and be gathered unto thy 
people; as Aaron thy brother died in mount 
Hor, and was gathered unto his people: 51 Be- 
caufe ye trefpafled againft me among the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, at the waters of Meribah-kadeth, 
in the wildernefs of Zin; becaufe ye fandified. 
me not in the midft of the children of Irael. 
52 Yet thou thalt fee the land before thee, but 
thou fhalt not go thither unto the land which I 
give the children of Ifrael. 

Here is, [1.] The felemn delivery of the fong to the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, ver. 44, 45. Mofes fpake it to as many as 
could hear him, while Jofhua i another affembly, at the fame 
time, delivered it to as many as his voice would reach. Thus 
coming to them from the mouth of both their governors, Mo- 
fes that was laying down the government, and Jofhua that was 
taking it up, they would fee they were both in the fame fong 5 
and that though they changed their commander, there was no 
change in the divine command; Jofhua, as well as Mofes, 
would be a witnels again{t them, if ever they forfook God. 

{2.] An earneft charge to them to mind thefe, and all the 
re{t of the good words that Mofes bad faid to them. How 
earneftly doth he long after them all! how very defirous that 
the word of God might make deep and lafting impreflions up- 
on them! how jealous over them with a godly jealonfy, lett 
they fh uld any time let flip thefe preat things! (1.) The do. 
ties he chargeth upon them are, 1//, Carefully to attend to thefe 
things themfelves 3-/et your hearts both to the law, and to the 
promife and threatenings, the bleflings and curfes, and now at 
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laft to this fong. _ Let the mind be clofely applied to the con- 
fideration of thefe things; be affeéted with them; be intent 


upon your duty, and cleave to it with full purpofe of heart. 


zdly, Faithfully to tranfmit thefe things to thofe that fhould 
come after them: what intereft you have in their children, or 
influence upon them, ufe it for this purpofe; and command 
them, (as your father Abraham did, Gen. xviii. 19.) to obferve 
io do all the words of this law. "I hey that are good themfelves 
cannot but defire that their children maybe fo likewife ; and 
that polterity may keep up religion in their day, and the entail 
of it may not be cut off. (2.) The arguments he ufeth to per- 
fuade them to make religion their bufinefs, and to perfevere in 
it, are, 1/7, The valt importanee of the things themfelves which 
he had charged upon them, ver. 47. Jt is not a vain thing, be- 
caufe it is your life. tis not an indifferent thing ; but of ab- 
folute neceflity ; it is not a trifle, but a matter of confequence, 
a matter of life and death ; mind it, and you are made for e- 
ver ; neglect it, and you are for ever undone. O that men 
were but fully poffeffed of this, that religion is their life, even 
the life of their fouls? 2d/y, Tlie vaft advantage it would be 
of to them: Through this thing ye fall prolong your days in 
Canaan, which is atypical promife of that eternal hfe which 
Chrift bas affured us they fhall enter into that keep the command- 
ments of God, Mat. xix. ‘17. 


[3-] Orders given to Mofes concerning his death. Now 


this renowned witnefs for God has jinifhed his teftimany, he | 


muft go up to mount Nebo and die; and in the prophecy of 
Chriit’s two witneffes there is a plain allufion to Mofes and 
Elias, Rev. xi..6.; and perhaps their removal being by mar- 
tyrdom, is no lefs glorious than the removal either of Mofes or 
Elias.—Orders were given to Mofes that /e/f-/ame day, ver. 
48. Now he had done his work, why fhould he defire to live 
a day longer? He had indeed formerly prayed that he might 
go over Jordan ; but now he is infinitely fatisfied, and, as God 
had bidden him, /aith no more of that matter. 

1. God here minds him of the fin he had been guilty of, 
for which he was excluded Canaan, ver. 51. that he might the 
more paticnily bear the rebuke becaufe he had finned 3 and that 
now he might renew his forrow for that unadvifed word, for it 
is good for the beft of men to die repenting of the infirmities 
they are confcious to themfelves of. It was an omiffion that 
was thus difpleafing to God; he did not fanédify God as he 
ought to have done before the children of Ifrael, he did not car- 
ry himfelf with a due decorum, in executing the orders he had 
then received. 

2. He minds him of the death of his brother Aaron, ver. 
50. to make his own the more familiar, and the lefs formida- 
‘ble. Note, It is a great encouragement to us when we die, 
to think of our friends that have gone before us through that 


darkfome valley; efpecially of Chrift our elder Brother, and 


great High Prieft. . 

3. He fends him to a high hill, from thence to take a view 
of the Jand of Canaan, “and then die, vers 49, 52. The re- 
memberance of his fin might make death terrible ; but the fight 
God gave him of Canaan took off the terror of it, as it was a 
token of God’s being reconciled to him, and _a plain indication 
to him, that though fin fhut him out of the earthly Canaan, 
yet it fhould not deprive him of that better country, which in 
this world can only be /een,and that with an eye of faith. Note, 
Thofe may die with comfort and eafe whenever God calls for 
them, notwith{tanding the fins they remember againft them- 
felves, who have a believing profpedt, and a well-grounded hope, 
of eternal life beyond death. 


CHAP, XXXII. 
Ket Mofes has not done with the children of I/rael. He feem- 
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ed to have taken a final leave them in the clofe of the fore- 
going chapter, but flill he bath fomething more to fay. He 
had preached them a farewel fermon, @ very copious and 
pathetical difeourfe. After fermon be bad given out a 
palm; a long palm, and now nothing remains but to difmifs 
them with a blefling; thai blefing be pronounceth zm ibis 
chapter, in the name of the Lord, and fo leaves them. 1. 
He pronounceth them all blefjed in what God had done jor 
them already, efpecially tn giving them bis law, ver. 2;—5~ 
Il. He pronounceth a bleffing upon each tribe, which ts 
both a prayer for, and a prophecy of, their feleuy. (A-) 
Reuben, ver. 6. (2.) Fudab, ver.7.  (3-) Levr, ver. 8, 
—11. (4.) Benjamin, ver.12. (§-) Fuyeph, ver. 13;—~ 
17. (6.) Zebulun and Ifachar, ver. 18, 19. (7) Gad, 
ver. 20. (8.) Dan, ver. 22.. (9.) Naphralz, ver. 23. 
(10.) Afher, ver. 24,25. IL]. He proasunceth ibem all 
in general bleffed, upon the account of what God would 
be to them, and do for them, 1f they were obedient, vere 
26, 29. 
ND this zs the bleffing wherewith Mofes 
A the man of God bleffed the children of 
Ifrael before his death. 
Lorp came from Sinai, and rofe up from Seir 
unto them; he thined forth from mount Paran, 
and he came with ten thoufands of faints: 
from his right hand wen¢ a fiery law for them. 
3 Yea, he loved the people; all his faints are 
in thy hand: and they fat down at thy feet; _ 
every one fhall receive of thy words. 4 Moles 
commanded us a law: ewen the mheritance 
of the congregation of Jacob. 5 And he was 
king in Jefhurun, when the heads of the peo- 
ple and the tribes of Ifrael were gathered toge- 
ther. 


The firft verfe is the title of the chapter: It is a dle/ing. 
In the foregoing chapter he had shunclered out the terrors of 
the Lord againit Trael for their fin ; it was a chapter, like E- 
zekiel’s roll, full of lamentation, and mourning, and woe. Now to- 
foften that, and that he might not feem to part in anger, he 
here fubjoins a d/e/fing, and leaves his peace, which fhould de- 
fcend and reft upon all thofe among them that were the /ons of 
peace. Thus Chrift’s laft work on earth was to d/e/s bis -di/- 
ciples, Luke xxiv. 50. like Mofes here, in token of parting © 
friends. Mofes bleffed them, (1.) As a prophet; a man of 
God. Note, It is a very defirable thing to have an inte- 
re{t in the prayers of thofe that have an intereft in hea-- 
ven; it is a prophet’s reward: And in this blefling Mofes 
not only expreffeth his good withes to this people, but by the 
fpirit of prophecy foretels things to come concerning them.. 


(z.) Asa parent to Ifrael, for fo good princes are to their fub- _ 


jects. Jacob upon his death-bed dlefed his fons, Gen. xlix. 1.5. 
in conformity to whofe example Mofes here bleffeth the tribes © 
that were defcended-from them, to fhew that though they had. 
been very provoking, yet the entail of the bleffing was not cut 
of. ‘The doing of this immediately before his death, would 
not only be the more likely to leave an impreffion upon them, 
but: would be an indication of the great good-will of Mofes to 
them, that he defired their happinefs, though he mutt die, and. 
not fhare in it. re 

He begins his blefling with a lofty defeription of the glori-- 
ous appearances of God to them in giving them the law, and: 
the great advantage they had by it. 

Firfi,. 


2 And he faitd, The © 
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~ hand blefling. 


Chap. XXXII. 
Firf, There was a vilible and. illuftrious difcovery of the 


Divine Majefty, enough to convince and for ever filence athe- 
ifts and ihfidels, to awaken and affect thofe that are moft ftu- 
pid and carelefs, and to put to fhame all fecret inclinations to 
other gods, ver. 1. (1.) His appearance was glorious: He /hined 
forth like the fan when he goes forth in his ftrength. Even 
Seir and Paran, two mountains at fome diftance, were illumi- 
nated by the divine glory which appeared on mount Sinai, and 
reflected fome of the rays of it; fo bright was the appearance, 
and fo much taken notice of by the adjacent countries. To 
‘this the prophet alludes, to fet forth the wonders of the Divine 
Providence, Hab. iii. 3, 4. Pfal. xviii. 7, 8, 9.—The Jerufa- 
lem Targum has a ftrange glofs upon this, That when God 
came down to give the law, he offered it on mount Seir to the 
Edomites ; but they refufed it, becaufe they found in it, Thou 
Shalt not kill. 
maelites ; but they alfo refufed it, becaufe they found in it, 
Thou foalt not fteal. And then he came to mount Sinai, and 


offered it to Ifrael, and they faid, A// that the Lord fhall fay : 


awe will do. 1 would not have tranfcribed fo groundlefs a con- 
ceit but for the antiquity of it. (2.) His attendance was glo- 
rious : He came with his holy myriads, as Enoch had long fince 
foretold he fhould come in the laft day to judge the world, 
Jude ver. 14. Thefe were the angels, thofe chariots of God, 
in the midfl of which the Lord was, on that holy place, Pfal. 
Ixviii.17. They attended the Divine Majefty, and were em- 
ployed as his minifters in the folemnities of the day. Hence 
the Jaw is faid to be given by the difpofition of angels, Adts vii. 
ge i-52.. 
32 cheat, He ‘gave them his law, which is, (1.) Called a 
fiery law, becaufe it was given them out of the midft of the fire, 
Deut. iv. 33. and becaufe it works like fire 3 if it be received, 
it is*melting, warming, purifying, and burns up the drofs of 
corruption ; if it be rejeded, it hardens, fears, torments and de- 
ftroys. The Spirit defcended in cloven tongues as of ire, for 
the gofpel alfo isa fery law. (2.) It is faid to go from his 
right hand ; either becaufe he wrote it on tables of ftone, or, 
noting the power and energy of the law, and the divine ftrength 
that goes along with it, that it may not return void. Or, it 
came as a gift to them; and a precious gift it was, a right 
(3-) It was an inftance of the fpecial kindnefs 
he had for them. Yea, he /oved the people, ver. 3.5 and 
therefore though it was a fery law, yet it is faid to go for 
them, ver. 2. and in favour to them. Note, The law of God 
written in the heart is a certain evidence of the love of God 
fhed abroad there: We muft reckon God’s law one of the 
gifts of his grace. Yea, he embraced the people, or laid them 


_ in his bofom, fo the word fignifies ; which fpeaks not only the 


deareft love, but the moft tender and careful protection. (4.) 
All his faints were inhis hand. Some underftand it particu- 
Jarly of his fupporting them, and preferving them alive at mount 
Sinai, when the terror was fo great that Mofes himfelf quaked ; 
they heard the voice of God and lived, Deut. iv..33. Or it 
notes his forming them into a people by his law ; he moulded 
and managed them, as the potter doth the clay. Or, they were 
in his hand to be covered and proteéted, ufed and difpofed of, 
as the feven {tars were in the hand of Chrift, Rev. i. 16. 
Note, God has ail his faints in his hand, and though there are 
ten thoufands of his faints, ver. 2. yet his hand, with which he 
meafures the waters, is large encugh, and {trong enough, to hold 
them all, and we may be fure that none can pluck them out of his 
band, John x. 28. 

Thirdly, He difpofed them to receive the law which he gave 
them ; they fat down at thy feet, as fcholars at the feet of their 
mafter, in token of reverence in attendance, and humble fub- 


Then he offered it on mount Paran to the Ifh-. 
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Sinai, and promifed to hear and do/whatever God thould fay. 
They were firuck to thy feet, fo fome read it, viz. By the ter- 
rors of mount Sinai, which greatly humbled them for the pre- 
fent, Exod. xx. 19. Lvery one then ftood ready to receive 
God’s words, and fall do fo again when the law thall be pub- 
licly read to them, as it was, Joflt. viii. 34. It isa great. pri- 
vilege, when we have heard the words of God, to have oppor- 
tunity of. hearing them again, John xvit. 26. J have declared 
thy name, and will declare it. So U€frael not only had received 
the law, but should fill receive it by their prayers, and other the 
lively oracles. 

The people are taught, ver. 4, 5. in gratitude for the law 
of God, always to keep up an honourable remembrance both 
of the law itfelf, and of Mofes, by whom it was given. Two 
‘of the Chaldee paraphrafts read it, The children of Lfrael faid, 
Mofes commanded us a law: And the Jews fay, That as foon 
asa child was able to fpeak, his father was obliged to teach 
him thefe words ; Mo/fes commanded us a law, even the inheri- 
tance of the congregation of Fatob. 

ifl, ‘They are taught to fpeak with great’refpedt of the law, 
and call it the inheritance of the congregation of Facob. They 
looked upon it, (1.) As peculiar to them, and that by which 
they were diftinguifhed from other nations, who neither had 
the knowledge of it, Pfal. cxlvii. 20. nor if they had, were 
under thofe obligations to obferve it that Ifrael was under: and 
therefore (faith Bifhop Patrick,) when the Jews conquered any 
country, they did not force any to embrace the law of Mofes, 
but only to fubmit to the feven precepts of Noah. (2.) As 
entailed upon them ; for fo inheritances are to be tranfmitted to 
their pofterity. And, (3.) As their wealth and true treafure, 
Thofe that enjoy the word of God, and the means of grace, 
have reafon to fay that they have a goodly heritage. He is in- 
deed a rich man in whom the word of Chrift dwells richly. 
Perhaps the law is called their inheritance, becaufe it was given 
them with their inheritance, and was fo annexed to it, that 
the forfaking of the law would be a forfeiture of the inheritance. 
See Pfal. cxix, 111. a 

2dly, They are taught to {peak with great refpe@ of Mofes s 
and they were the more obliged to keep up his name, becaufe 
he had not provided for the keeping of it up in his family ; 
his pofterity were never called the fons of Mofes, as the priefts 
were the fons of Aaron.—(1.) They muft own Mofes a great 
benefactor to their nation, in that he commanded them the law, 


for though it came from the hand of God, it went through the 


hand of Mofes. (2.) He was king in Fefburun.—Having 
commanded them the law, a8 long as he lived he took care to 
fee it obferved, and put in execution ; and they were very hap- 
py in having fach a king, who ruled them, and went in and 
out before them at all times, but did in a fpecial manner /ook 
great when the heads of the people were gathered together in par- 
liament, as it were, and Mofes was prefident among them. 
Some underftand this of God himfelf; he did then de- 
clare himfelf their King, whén he gave them the law, and he 
continued fo long as they were Jefhurun, an upright people, 
and till they rejected him, 1 Sam. xii. 12. 
ther to be underltood of Mofes. A good government is a 
great biefling to any people, and what they have reafon to be 
very thankful for; and that conftitution is very happy, which’ 
as Ifrael’s, which as ours, divides the power between the king’ 
in Jefhurun, and the heads of the tribes, when they are gathered 
together. 

6 | Let. Reuben live, and not die; and let, 
not his men be few. 7 Gf And this zs the ble/- 
Jing of Judah: and he faid, Hear, Lorn, the 


- miffion to what is taught ; fo Ifrael- {at at the foot of mount * voice of Judah, and bring him unto his people ; 


45 2 let 


But it feems ra- . 
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let his hands be fufficient for him, and be thou 
an help to bim from his enemies. 


Here is, Firft, the bleffing of Reuben. Though Reuben 
had loft the honour of his birth-right, yet Mofes begins with 
him ; for we fhould not infult over them that are difgraced, 
nor defire to perpetuate marks of infamy upon any, though 
ever fo juftly fattened at firft, ver. 6. Mofes defires and fore- 
tells, (1.) The preferving of this tribe, though a frontier tribe 
on the other fide Jordan, yet /et it ive, and not. be either 
ruined by its neighbours, or Jo among them. And perhaps 
he refers to thofe chofen men of that tribe, who having had 
their lot afligned them already, left their families in it, and 
were now ready to go over armed before their brethren, Numb. 
xxxit. 27.3 Let them be proteéted in this noble expedition, 
and their heads covered in the day of battle. (2.) The in- 
creafe of this tribe, Let not his men be few 3 or, let his men be 
a number, i e. let it be a numerous tribe: ‘Though their other 
honours be loft, fo that they fhall not excel, yet let them mul- 
tiply. Let Reuben live, and not die, though his men be few: 
So. Bifhop Patrick thinks it may be rendered. Though he 
muft not expect to flourifh,, (Gen. xlix. 4.) yet Jet him not 
perifh. All the Chaldee pardphrafts refer this to the other 
world; ‘ Let Reuben live in life eternal, and not die the fe- 
s* cond death;” fo Onkelos, *‘ Let Reuben live in this world, 
& and not die that death wiich the wicked die in the world to 
“come ;” fo Jonathan and the Jerufalem Targum. 

Second’y, The blefling of Judah, which is put before Levi, 
becaufe our Lord /prang out of Fudah, and, (as Dr Lightfoot 
faith,) becaufe of the dignity of the kingdom above the prieft- 
hood. ‘The blefling, ver. 7. may refer, either, (1.) To the 
whole tribe in general. Mofes prays for, and prophecies the 
great profperity of that tribe ; that God would hear his pray- 
ers, (fee an inftance, 2 Chron. xiii. 14.) fettle him in his lot, 
profper him in all his affairs, and, give him vittory over his 
enemies. It is taken forgranted that the tribe of Judah would 
be both a praying tribe, and an adive tribe. Lord, faith Mo- 
fes, hear his prayers, and give fuccefs to all his undertakings ; 
Let his bands be fufficient for him, both in hufbandry, and in 
war. ‘The voice of prayer fhould always be attended with the 
éand of endeavour, and then we may expect profperity. Or, 
(2.) It may refer in particular to David, as a type of Chrift ; 
that God would hear his prayers, Pfal. xx. 1. and Chrift was 
heard always, John xi. 42. that he would give him vi€tory 
over his enemies, and fuccefs, in his great undertakings. See 
Pfal. Ixxxix. 20. And that prayer, that God would dring 
him to his people, feems to refer to Jacob’s prophecy concern- 
ang Shiloh, ‘Vhat to him fhould the gathering of the people be, 
Gen.. xlix. To. 

The tribe of Simeon is omitted in the blefling, becaufe fa- 
cob had left it under a brand, and it had never done any thing, 
as Levi had done,. to retrieve its honour. It was leflened in 
the wildemnefs more than any otler of the tribes, and Zimri, 
who was fo nototioufly guilty in the matter of Peor but the 
ether day, was of that tribe. Or becaufe the lot of Simeon: 


‘was an appendage to that of Judah, that tribe 'is included in 


the blefling of Judah. Some copies of the Sepivagint: join Si- 
meon with Reuben :. Let Reuben: live, and not. die 3 and let Si- 
meon be many in number, 


8 F And of Levihe faid, Zet thy Thummim 
and thy Urim de with thy holy ene, whom thou 
didft prove at Maflah, and with whom thou 
didft ftrive at the waters of Meribah;, 9 Who 
faid unto his father and to his mother, I have 
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not feen him, neither did he acknowledge ‘his 
brethren, nor knew his own children: for they 
have obferved thy word, and kept thy covenant.. 
10 They fhall teach Jacob thy judgments, and 
Ifrael thy law: they fhall put incenfe before 
thee, and whole burnt-facrifice upon thine al- 
tar. 11 Blefs, Lorn, his fubftance, and accept 
the work of his hands:' {mite through the loins. 
of them that rife againft him, and of them that. 
hate him, that they rife not again. 


Mofes is large in blefling the tribe of Levi, not fo much be- 
caufe it was his own tribe, (for he takes no notice of his rela- 
tion to it) but becaufe it was God’s tribe. ‘The blefling of Lee 
vi has reference, 

[1.] To the high prief, here called God’s ho/y one, ver. 8.5 
becaufe his office was holy, in token of which holinefs to the 
Lord was written upon his forehead. (3.) He feems to ac- 
knowledge that God might juftly have di/placed Aaron, and his, 


feed, for his fin at Meribah, Numb. xx. 12. fo many under | 


ftand it. It is rather probable to me, that on the contrary he: 
pleads with God the zeal and faithfulnefs of Aaron, and his. 
boldnefs in ftemming the tide of the peoples murmurings at the 
other Meribah, Exod. xvii. 7.; which might be very remark- 
able, and which God might have an eye to in conferring the. 
priefthood upon him, though no mention of it be made there.. 
All the Chaldee paraphrafts agree that it was a trial, in which. 
he was found perfed and faithful, and flood in the trial ; there- 
fore not that, Numb. xx. 12. (2.) He prays that the office: 
of the high prieft might ever remain, Let thy Thummim and 
thy Urim be with him. It was given him for fome eminent: 


_ piece of fervice, as appears, Mal. ii. 5. _ Lord, let it never be. 


taken from him. Notwithftanding this blefling, the Urim and. 
Thummim was loft in the captivity, and never reftored under 
the fecond temple. But it has its full accomplifhment in Jefus. 
Chrift, God’s Holy One, and our great High Prieft, of whom. 
Aaron was a type, with him who had Jain in the Father’s bos. 
fom from eternity, the Urim and Thummim fhall remain ; for 
he is the wonderful and everlafting Counfellor. Some tranf— 
late the Thummim and Urim appellatively ; the rather, becanfe- 
the ufual order is here inverted, and here only: Thammim fig- 
nifies integrity, aad Urim, illumination ; Les thefe be with thy. 
holy one, i.e. Lord, let the high prieft ever be both an up- 
right man, and an underftanding man: A good prayer to be. 
put up for the minifters of the gofpel, that they may have clear. 
he and honeft hearts; light and fincerity make a complete. 
matter. 

[2.] To the inferior priefts and Levites, yer. 9, 10, 11. 

if, He commends the zeal of this tribe for God, when 


they fided with Mofes (and fo with God) again{t the worfhip- 


pers of the golden calf, Exod. xxxii. 26. &c. and being em- 


~ ployed in cutting off the ringleaders in that wickednefs, they, 


did it impartially: The beft friends they had in the world,, 
though as dear to them as their next relations, they did not. 


) {pare them, if they were idolaters. Note, Our regard to God. 


and to his glory ought always to prevail above our regard to. 


| any creature whatfoever. And thofe who not only keep theme 
~ felves pure from the common iniquities of the times and places. 


in which they live, but, as they .are capable, utter teftimony: 


_ againft them,, and fland up for God againft the evil doers, thalk 
. have fpecial marks of honour put upon them. Perhaps Mofes. 
. may have an eye to the fans of Korah, who refufed to join. 
. with their father in his gainfaying, Numb. xxvi..11.3 alfo to 
' Phinchas, who exzcuted judgment, and flayed the plague. 


indeed. 


REEDS PE SS 


And. 
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indeed the office of the priefts and Levites, which engaged 
their conftant attendance, at Jeaft in their turns at God’s altar, 
laid them under a neceflity of being frequently abfent from their 
families, which they could not take fuch care of, nor make 
fuch provifion for, as other Ifraelites might. This was the 
conftant felf-denial they fubmitted to, that they might od/erve 
God’s word, and keep the covenant of priefthood. Note, Thofe 
that are called to minifter in holy things muft fit lvofe to the 
relations and interefts that are deareft to them in this world, 


and prefer the fulfilling of their miniftry before the gratifying 


of the beft friend they have, A@s xxi. 13. xx 24. Our 
Lord Jefus knew not his mother and his brethren when they 
would have taken him off from his work, Mat. xii. 48. 

2dly, Ye confirms the commiffion granted this tribe to mi- 
nifter in holy things, which was the recompenfe of their zeal 
and fidelity, ver. 10. (1.) They were to deal for God with 
the people. They fhall teach Faeob thy judgments, and Ifrael 
thy /aws, both as preachers in their religious aflemblies, read- 
ing and expounding the law, Neh. vi. 7, 8. and as judges, 
determining doubtful and difficult cafes that were brought before 
them, 2 Chron. xvil. 8, 9. ‘The priefts lips kept this know- 
ledge for the ufe of the people, who were to afk the law at 
their mouth, Mal. ii. 7.: Even Haggai a prophet confulted 
the priefts ina cafe of confcience, Hag. ii. rz. Note, Preach- 


| ing is neceflary not only for the firft planting of churches, but 


for the preferving and edifying of churches when they are plant- 
ed. See Ezek. xliv. 23, 24. (2.) They were to deal for 
the people with God, in burning incenfe to the praife and glory 
of God, and offering facrifices to make atonement for fin, and 
to obtain the divine favour. This was the work of the prietts; 
but the Levites attended, and afhf{ted in it. Thofe that would 
have benefit by their incenfe and offerings, muft diligently and 
faithfully obferve their in/frudions. 

3dly, He prays for them, ver. 21. (1.) That God would 
profper them in their eftates, and make that which was allot- 
ted them for their maintenance comfortable to them: Bie/s, 
Lord, his fubftance. The provifion made for them was very 
plentiful, and came to them eafily, and yet they could 
have no joy of it, unlefs God dlefed it to them ; and fince 
God himfelf was their portion, a particular blefling might be 


- expected to attend that portion, B&/s, Lord, his virtue; fo 


fome read it, Lord increafe thy graces in them, and make them 
the more and more fit for their work. (2.) That he would 
accept them in their fervices; accept the work of his hands, 
both for himfelf, and for the people for whom he minifters. 
Acceptance with God is that which we fhould all aim at, and 
be ambitious of, in all our devotions, whether men accept us 
or no, 2 Cor. v. g.3 and it is the moft valuable blefling we 
can defire either for ourfelves or others. (3.) That he would 
take his part again{t all his enemies ; fmite through the loins 
of them that rife againfi him. He fuppofeth that God’s mi- 
nifters would have many enemies: Some would hate their 
perfons for their faithfulnefs, and would endeavour to do them 
a mifchief; others would envy them their maintenance, and 
endeavour facrilegioufly to.deprive them of it; others would 
oppofe them in the execution of their office, and not fubmit to 
the fentence of the priefts; and fome would aim to overthrow 
the office itfelf, Now he prays that God would blaft alt fuck 
attempts, and return the mifchief upon the heads of the au-- 
thors. This prayer is a prophecy, that God would certainly 
reckon with thofe that are enemies to his minilters, and wilf 
keep up a miniftry in his church to the end of time, maugre- 
all the defigns of the gates ofhell againft it, Saul rofe up a- 
gainft the Lord’s prieft, 1 Sam. xxii. 18. and it. filled the 
meafure of his fin. 
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temple was built, was-in Beojamin’s: lot. 
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12 And of Benjamin he faid, The belo- 
ved of the Lorn thall dwell im fafety by him; 
and the LORD fhall cover him all the day long, 
arid he fhall dwell between his fhoulders. 13 
@ And of Jofeph he faid, Blefled of the Lorn 
be his land, for the precious things of heaven, 
for the dew, and for the deep that coucheth 
beneath, 14 And for the precious fruits drought 
forth by the fun, and for the precious this 
put forth by the moon, 15 And forthe chief 
things of the ancient mountains, and for the 
precious things of the lafting hills. 16. And’ 
for the precious things of the earth, and fulnefs- 
thereof, and for the good-will of him that dwelt 
in the bufh: let the blefing come upon the 
nead of Jofeph, and upon the top of the head 
of him that was feparated from his brethren.. 
17 His glory 7s dike the firftling of his bullock,, 
and his horns are like the horns of unicorns :- 
with them he {hall pufh the people together, to: 
the ends of the earth: and they ave the ten 
thoufands of Ephram, and they are the thou- 
fands of Manafich. 


Here is, Fir/?, The bleflipg of Benjamin, ver: 12.. Benjas- 
min is put next. to Levi, becaufe the temple where. the prictts 
work lay was jult upon the edge of the. lot of:this tribe; and 
is put before Jofeph,.becaufe of the dignity of Jerufalem (part: 
of which was in his tribe) above. Samaria, which was in. the. 
tribe of Ephraim, and becaufe Benjamin adhered to. the: houfe- 
of David, and to the temple of the. Lord, when’ the. reft sof 
the tribes deferted both. with Jeroboam. (1.) Benjamin is_ 


here called the de/oved of the Lord,. as the father of this tribe 


was Jacob’s beloved fon, the fon of his. right hand.. Note, 
Thofe are bleffed indeed that. are beloved ofthe. Lords Sauk 
the firft king, and Paul-the great apoftle,.. were. both. of this 
tribe. (2.) He is here affured of the divine protection, he 
fhall dwell fafely. Note, Thofe are fafe whom God loves, 
Pfal. xci..1.. (3.) It is: here intimated,. that. the temple ins 
which God would dwell fhould. be built.in the borders. of this 
tribe. Jerufalem,. the holy city, was in-the lot of this-tribe, 
Joth. xviii. 28.;. and though Zion. the city: of: David. is’ fup-- 
pofed to belong to Judah, yet. mount. Moriah, on which the 
God:is therefore’ 
faid to dwell. between his /boulders, becaufe. the temple {tood on 
that mount as the head-of-a. man. upon his. fhoulders; And 
by this means Benjamin: was covered all the day long under the 
protection. of the fandtuary,. (Pfal..cxxv. 2.);. which is: oftens 
fpoken of as-a place of: refuge,. Pfal. »xvil. iv. 5. Neh. vis 10. 
Benjamin dwelling by the temple of God, develt in fafety bye 


- him. Note, It. is- a happy thing to be in the neighbourhood: 


of the temple. This fituation of Benjamin, it is» likely, was 
the only, thing that kept.that tribe tight with Judahoto the: di- 
vine in{titutions,, when the. other ten tribes apoftatifed.. "Phofe: 
have corrupt.and wicked. hearts:indeed, who. the nearer. they: 
are to the church, are the further from God. 

Secondly, The. blefling of. Jofeph, including both: Manaffeln 
and Ephraim: In: Jacob’s blefling, Gen. xlviit-- that. of: Jo * 
feph. is the largeft; and fo it-is here: And: from thence Mofes: 
here borrows the title he gives to Jofeph, ver. 16. that he was: 
feparated from his brethren s. Or, as it might be read, a. Nazas- 

rib 


° 
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rite among thems; both in regard of his piety, wherein it ap- 

pears by many inftances he excelled them all; and of his dig- 

nity in Egypt, where he was both their ruler and benefaétor ; 

his brethren feparated him from them by making him a flave, 

but God diftinguifhed him from them by making him a 
vince. 

Now the bleflings here prayed for and prophefied of for this 
tribe, are great plenty, and great power. 

[1.] Great plenty, ver. 13, 14, 15,16. In general, beffed 
of the Lord be his land. They were very fruitful countries 
that fell into the lot of Ephraim and Manaffeh, yet Mofes 
prays they might be watered with the blefling of God, which 
makes rich, and on which all fruitfulnefs doth depend. Now, 

_ 1. He inftanceth in many particulars which he prays may 
contribute. to the wealth and abundance of thefe two tribes, 
looking up to the Creator for the benefit and feryiceablenefs of 
all the inferior creatures, for they are all that to us which he 
makes them to be. He prays, (1.) For /ea/onable rains, and 
dews, the precious things of heaven; and fo precious they are, 
though but fair water, that without them the fruits of the earth 
would all fail, and be cut off. 
which help to make the earth fruitful, called here the deep that 
coucheth beneath: Both are the rivers of God, Pfal. Ixv. 9.3 
for he is the father of the rain, Job xxxviii. 28.; and he made 
particularly the fountains of waters, Rey. xiv. 7. (3-) For 
the benign influences of the heavenly bodies; ver. 14. For the 


precious fruits (the word fignifies that-which is moft.excellent, | 


and the beft in its’kind) put forth by the quickening heat of 
the fun, and. the cooling moifture of the moon. Let them have 
the yearly fruits in their feveral months, according to the courfe 
of nature ; in one month olives, in another dates, €5'c. fo fome 
underftand it. 
‘ mountains, which in other countries ufed to be barren, ver. 15. 
Let them have the chief things of the ancient mountains; and 
if the mountains be fruitful, the fruits on them will be fir? and 


bef ripened. They are called ancient mountains, not becaufe. 


rior in time to other mountains, not becaufe, like the firj 


born, they were fuperior in worth and excellency ; and /afting | 


hills, not only becaufe as other mountains, they were unmove- 
able, Hab. ii. 6. but becaufe the fruitfulnefs of them fhould 
continue. (§.) For the produéts of the ldwer grounds, ver. 
16. For the precious things of the earth, Though the earth 
atfelf feem a-ufelefs, worthlefs, lump of matter, yet there are 
precious things produced out of it, for the fupport and comfort 
-of human life; Job xxviit. Out of it cometh bread, becaufe out 
of it came our bodies, and'to it they, muft return: But what 
care the precious things of the earth to a foul that came from 
God, and muft return to him? or what is its fulne/s to the ful- 
nefs that is in Chrift, whence we receive grace for grace? And 
fome make thefe precious things here prayed for to be figures 
of /piritual bleffings in heavenly things by Chrift, the gifts, .gra- 
ces, and comfort of the: Spirit. 

2. He crowns all with the good-will or favourable acceptance 
of him that dwelt in the blufh, ver. 16. i.e. of Gods: that 
God who appeared to Mofes in the bufh that burned and was 
mot confumed, (Exod. iii, 2.) to give him his commiflion for 
the bringing of Hrael out of Egypt. “Though God’s glory ap- 
peared there’ but for a while, yet it is faid to dwell there, be- 
-caufe it continued, as-long as there was occafion for it. The 
good will of the Shechinah in the bufh; fo it might be read, for 
Shechinah fignifies, that which dwelleth: And though it was 
but a little while a dweller zn the du/h, yet it continued to dwell 
with the people of Ifrael. My dweller in the bufb, fo it-fhould 
be rendered. ‘That was an appearance of the Divine Majefty 
to Mofes only, in token of the particular intereft be had in 


God, which he defires to improve for the good of this tribe. . 
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(2.) For plentiful fprings, © 


Many a tine God had.appeared to Mofes, but now he is jut 
dying he feems. to have the moft pleafing remembrance of ¢hat 


Chap. XXXII, | 


which was the firf time, when his acquaintance with the vi- . 


fions of the Almighty ff? began, and his correfpondence with 
heaven was fir/f fettled ; that was a time of love never to be 
forgotten. It was at the bufh that God declared himfelf the 
God of Abraham, Ifaac, and Facob, and fo confirmed the pro- 


mife made to the fathers; that promife which reached as far 
as the refurreétion of the body, and eternal life, as appears by. 


our Saviour’s argument from it, Luke xx..37.; fo when he 
prays for the good-will of him that dwelt in the bujh, he has 
an eye to the covenant then and there renewed, on which all 
our hopes of God’s favour muft be bottomed. Now he con- 
cludes this large bleffing with a prayer for the favour and good- 
will of God. (1.) Becaufe that is the fountain and fpring- 
head of all thefe bleffings, they are the gifts of God’s good- 
will; they are fo to his own people, whatever thcy are to o- 
thers. Indeed when Ephraim (a defcendant from Jofeph) lid 
back from God as a backfliding heifer, thofe fruits of his coun- 
try were fo far from being the gifts of God’s good-will, that they 
were intended but to fatten him for the flaughter, as a lamb in 
a large place, Hof. iv. 16, 17. (2.) Becaufe that is the com- 
fort and fweetnefs of all thefe bleffings; then we have joy of 
them when we tafte God’s *ood-will in them. (3.) Becaufe 


| that is better than all thefe, infinitely better; for if we have 


but the favour and good-will of God we are happy, and may 
be eafy in the want of all thefe things; and may rejoice in 
the God of our falvation, though the fig-tree do not bloffom, and 


there be no fruit in the vine, Hab. it. 17, 18. 


[2.] Great power Fofeph is here blefled with, ver. 17, 18. 


Here are three inftances of this power foretold. (1-), His 
(4.) For the fruitfulnefs even of their Ail/s and | f 


authority among his brethren. His glory is like the firfiling of 
bis bullock, or young bull, which is a ftately creature, and 


| therefore formerly ufed ds an emblem of royal majefty. Joe 
, fhua, that was to fucceed Mofes, was of the tribe of Ephraim, 
| the fon of Jofeph, and his glory was indeed illuftrious, and he 


was an honour to his tribe. In Ephraim was the royal city 
of the ten tribes afterwards; and of Manaffeh were Gideon, 


| Jephtha, and Jair, who were all ornaments and bleflings to 


their countrys Some think he is compared to the firfiling of 


| the bullock, becaufe the birth-right which Reuben loft devélved 


upon Jofeph, 1 Chron. v. 1, 2. and to the firftling of his bul- 
lock, becaufe Bafhan, which was in the lot. of Manaffeh, was 
famous for bulls and cows, Pfal. xxii. 12. Amos iy. 1. (2.) 
His force againft his enemies, and victory over them; His 
horns are like the horns of an unicorn, i, e. the forces he fhall 


| bring into the field fhall be very {trong and formidable, and 


with them he hall pufh the people, i. e. he fhall overcome all 
that ftand in his way. It appears by the Ephraimites contefts 
both with Gideon, Judg. vill. 1, and with Jephtha, Judg. xii. 
1. that they were a warlike tribe, and fierce. Yet we find*the 
children of Ephraim, when they had forfaken the covenant of 
God, though they were armed, turning back in the day of bat- 
tle, Pfal. Ixxviii. 9, 10.; for though here pronounced rong 
and bold as unicorns, when God was departed from them they 
became weak as other men. (3.) The numbets of his people, 
in which Ephraim, though the younger houfe, exceeded Jacob, 
having in the forefight of the fame thing crofled hands, Gen. 
xlvill. 19. They are the ten thoufands of Ephraim, and the 
thoufands of Manaffeh. -Jonathan’s Targum applies it to the 
ten thoufands of Canaanites which Jofhua conquered, who was 
of the tribe of Ephraim, and the thoufands of Midianites whom 
Gideon conquered, who was of the tribe of Manafleh. And 
the glofs of the Jerufalem Targum upon the former part of this 


verfe is obfervable ; that as the firjlings of the bullock were ne- 


ver to be worked, nor could the wicorn ever be tamed, fo Jo- 


feph 
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j rs were 
feph fhould ever continue free; and fo they had done, if they 
~ had not by fin fold them/felves. 
ew BB ¥ And of Zebulun he faid, Rejoice, Ze- 
‘bulun, in thy going out; and Iflachar, in thy 
tents. Ig They fhall call the people unto the 
mountain, there they fhall offer facrifices «of 
righteoufnefs: for they fhall fuck of the abun- 


dance of the feas, and of treafures hid in the. 


fand. 20 4 And of Gad he faid, Blefied de he 
that enlargeth Gad: he dwelleth as a lion, and 
teareth the arm with the crown of the head. 
21 And he provided the firft part for himfelf, 
becaufe there, iz a portion of the law-giver was 
be feated ; and he came with the heads of the 
people, he executed the juftice of the Lorn, and 
his judgments with Hrael. 

Here is, Firff, The bleflings of Zebulun and Iflachar put 
together, for they were both the fons of Jacob by Leah, and 
by their lot ia Canaan they were neighbours. It is foretold, 

[1.] That they fhould both have a comfortable /erélement 

and emp/oyment, ver. 18. 


" going out, either to war, for Zebulun jeoparded their lives in the 
high places of the field, Judg. v. 18.3 or rather to fea, for Ze- 


bulun was 4 haven for /bips, Gen. xlix. 13.; And Iflachar : 
mutt rejoice in his tents, i.e. in his bufinefs at home, his huf- | 
bandry, to which the men of that tribe generally confined | 


themfelves, bécaufe they faw that reff was good, and when the 
fea was rough, the land was pleafgni, Gen. xlix. 14, 15. Ob- 


_ ferve heré, 1/7, That the providence of God, as it varioufly | 


appoints the bounds of mens habitations, fome in the city, and 
. fome in the country, fome in the fea-ports, and fome in the in- 
land towns ; fo it wifely difpofeth mens inclinations to_ ditfe- 


rent employments for the good of the public, as each member . 


of the body is fituated and qualified for the fervice of the whole. 


The genius of fome men lead them to a book, of others to the — 


fea, of others to the fword; fome are inclined to rural lives, 
others to trade, and fome have mechanic heads ; and it is well 
it is fo: Lf the whole body were an eye, where were the hear- 
ing ? 1 Cor. xii. (7. Et was for the common good of Ifrael, 
that the men of Zebulun were merchants, and that the men of 
Hfachar' were hufbandmen. 2d/y, That whatever our place 
and bufinefs is, it is our wifdom and duty to accommodate 
durfelyes to it, and it is a great happinefs to be well pleafed 
with it. Let Zebulun rejoice in his going out, let him thank 

~ God for the gains, and’ make the beft of the loffes and incon- 
veniences of his merchandife, and not'defpife the meannefs, or 
envy the quietnefs of Ifachar’s tents ; let Ifachar rejoice in his 
tents, let him be well. pleafed’with the retirements, and content 
with the finall profits of his country-feat, and not. grudge 
that he has not Zebulun’s pleafure of travelling, and profit of 
trading. Every bufinefs hath both its conveniencies and in- 
conveniencies, and therefore whatever providence has made our 
bufinefs, we ought to bring our minds to it; and it really is a 
great happinefs, whatever our lot is, to be eafy with it-. This 
is the gift of God, Eccl. v. 16. 

[2.] That’ they thould oth be ferviceable in their places, 
to the honour of God, and the interefts of religion in the na- 
tion, ver. 19. They fball call the people to the mountain, i.€. to 
the temple which Mofes forfaw fhould be built upon a moun- 

- tain. I fee not why this fhould be confined (as it is by moft 
interpreters) to Zebulun ; if both Zebulun and. Iffachar receive 
4 ‘ 
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Zebulun mutt rejoice, for he fhall - 
have caufe to rejoice; and Mofes prays he may have, on his | 
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the comfort of their refpective employments, why may we not 
fuppofe that they both took care to give God the glory of 
them? "Two things they fhall do for God: - 
if, They fhall invite others to his fervice ; cal the people to 

the mountain. (1.) Zebulun fhall improve his acquaintance 

and commerce with the neighbour nations, to whom he goes 
out, for this noble purpofe, to propogate religion among them, 
aad to invite them into the fervice of the God of Ifrael. 

Note, Men of great bufinefs, or large converfation, fhould wife- 
ly and zealoufly endeavour to recommend the practice of feri- 
ous godlinefs to thofe with whom they converfe, and among 
whom their bufinefs lies. Such are bleffed, for they are blef=- 
fings. It were well if the enlargement of trade with foreign 
countries might be made to contribute to the fpreading of the 
gofpel. Tins prophecy concerning Zebulun perhiaps looks as- 
far as the. preaching of Chriit and his apoftles, which began 
in the land of Zebulun, Mat. iv. 14, 15. then they called the 
people to the mountain, i.e. to the kingdom of the Mefliah,. 
which is called the mountain of the Lord’s houje, Wa. it. 2+ 
(2.) Iflachar, that.tarries at home, and dwells ia tents, fhall 
call upon his neighbours to go up to the fanctuary, at the times 


- appointed for their folemn feafts; either becaufe’ they fhould 


be mote zealous and forward than their neighbours, fand it 
has been often obferved, that though they that with Zebulun. 
dwell in the havens of fhips, which are places of concourfe, - 
“have commonly more of the light of religion, yet they that 
with Iffachar dwell in tents in the country, have more of thé 
life and heat of it,) and may with their zeal provoke thofe to. 
an holy emulation, that have more knowledge, Pfal. cxxit. 1. 
Or, becaufe they were more obfervant of the times appointed 
for their feafts'than others were. One of the Chaldee para- 
phrafts réads the foregoing verfe, Rejoice [fachar, in the tents 
of thy fchools; fuppofing they would many of them. be fcho- 
lars, and would ufe their learning for that purpofe, according 
to the revolutions of the year to give notice of the times of the 
feafts, for almanacs were not then fo cotamon as they dre now. 
And Onkelos more particularly, Rejoice, Ifachar, when thou 
goeft to compute the times of the folernities at Ferufalem; for the 
tribes of Lrael foall be gathered together to. the mountain of the 
houfe of the Janéuary. So he reads the. beginning of this 
verfe ; and many think. this the méaning of that character of 
the men of Iffachar in David’s time, that they had underftand- 
ing of the times to knéw what Ifrael ought to do, 1 Chron. xi. ° 


| 32. And the charaéter which follows, ver. 33. of the men 


of Zebulun, that they were fuch as went forth to battle, expert 
in war, perhaps may explain the blefling of that tribe here. 
Note, Thofe that have not opportunities, as Zebulun had, of 
bringing into the church thofe that are without, may yet be 
very ferviceable to its intereff, by helping to quicken, encourage, 
and build up thofe that are within. And it is good work to 
call people to. God’s ordinances, to put thofe in remembrance 
that are forgetful, and to ftir up thofe that are flothful, who 
will follow, but care not to lead. 
2dly, They fhall not only invite others to the fervice of 
God, but they fhall abound init themfelves ; there they /hall offer 
facrifices of righteoufne/s.. 1. They hall not fend others to 
the temple, and ftay at home themfelves, undér-pretence that 
they. cannot leave their bufinefs; but when they ftir up others. 
to go fpeedily to pray before the Lord, they shall fay, We will 
go alfo, as it is Zech. viil..21. Note, The good we exhort 
others to, we fhould ourfelves be examples of. 2. And when 
they come to the temple, they fhall not appear before the Lord 
empty, but fhall bring for the honour and fervice of God ac- 
cording as he has profpered them, 1 Cor. xvi. 2. 1/7, It is: 
here foretold that both thefe tribes fhould grow rich: Zebultin 
that goes abroad fhall fuck of the abundance of the feas, which ie 
ult. 
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full breafts to merchants, while Iffachar that tarries at home 
ihall evrich bimfelf with trea/ures hid in the fand: either the 
fruits of the earth, or the underground treafures of metals and 
minerals, or (becaufe the word for fand here fignifies properly 
-the fand of the fea) the rich things thrown up by the fea; for 
the lot of Iffachar reached to the fea-fide. Perhaps, their fuc- 
cefs in calling the people to the mount, is intimated’ by their 
Jucking of the abundance of the feas, for we have a like phrafe 
ufed for the bringing in of the nations‘to the church, Ifa. lx. 5. 
The abundance of the fea fhall be converted unto thee, and ver. 16. 
Thou fhalt fuck the milk of the Gentiles. It is foretold, 2dly, 
‘That thefe tribes, being thus enriched, fhould confecrate their 
gain unto the Lord, and their fubjance unto. the Lord of the 
whole earth, Mic. iv. 13.3 that the merchandize of Zebu‘un, 
and the hire of Ifachar, fhould be holinefs to the Lord, Ma, 
xxii. 18. for they thall, out of it, offer facrifices of righteouf- 
efes Ae facrifices according to the law. Note, We muf{t 
ferve and honour God with what we have; and where he fows 
plentifully, he expeéts to reap accordingly. ‘Thofe that fuck 
of the feas, and of the treafures hid in the Jand, ought to offer 
facrifices of righteoufnefs proportionable. 

Secondly, The blefling of the tribe of Gad comes next, 
ver. 20,21. This was one of the tribes that was already 
feated on that fide Jordan, where Mofes now was. Now, 

[1.] He foretells what this tribe would be, ver. 20. (1.) 
"That it would be enfarged, as at prefent it had a {pacious al- 
Jotment: And he gives God the glory both of its prefent and 
of its future extent. Bleed be he that enlargeth Gad. We 
find how this tribe was enlarged by their fuccefsin a war which 
it feems they carried on very religioufly again{ft the Hagarites, 
1 Chron. v. 19,—-22. Note, God is to have the glory of 
all our enlargements. (2.) That it would bea valiant and 
viGtorious tribe; would, if let alone, dwell fecure and fearlefs 


as a lion; but if provoked, would like a lion tear the arm with 


the crown of the bead, i. e. would pull in pieces all that {tood in 
his way, both the arm, that is the ftrength, and the crown of the 
head, that is the policy and authority, of his enemies. In 
‘David’s time there were Gadites whole faces were as the faces 
of lions, 1 Chron. xii. 8. Some reckon Jehu, ‘to be of this 
tribe, becavfe the firft mention we have of him is at Ramoth- 
Gilead, which belonged to Gad, and they think this may re- 
_ Fer to his valiant atts. 5 

[2.] He commends this tribe for what they had done, and 
were now doing, ver. 24. (1.) They had- done wifely, for 
themfelves, when they chofe their lot with the firft, in a coun- 
try already conquered. He provided the firft part for himfelf ; 
‘though he had a concern for his brethren, yet his charity be- 
gan at home, and he was willing to fee himfelf firlt ferved, firlt 
fettled. The Gadites were the firft and moft ative movers 
for an allotment on that fide Jordan, and therefore*are {till 
mentioned before the Reubenites in the hiftory of that’ affair, 
Wumb. xxxil. 2. And thus, while the other tribes had their 
portion afligned them by Jofhua the conqueror, Gad and his 
companions had theirs from Mofes the law-giver, and in it 
they were feated by law, or (a8 the word is) covered or pro- 
teéted by a fpecial providence, which watched over them that 
were left behind, while the men of war went forward with 
their brethren. Note, Men will praife thee when thou doeft 
-wel! for thyfelf, when thou providett firft for thyfelf, as Gad 
did, Pfal. xlix. 13. And God will praife thee, when thou 
doelt well for thy foul, which is indeed thyfelf, and provideft 
the firft part for that, in a portion of the law-giver. (2.) They 
‘were now doing honeftly and; bravely for their brethren; for 
they came with the heads of the people, before whom they went 
armed over Jordan, to execute the gu/lice of the Lord upon the 
Canaanites under the conduct of Jofhua, to whom ‘we after- 
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This was what they undertook to do, when they had their lo 
affigned them, Numb. xxxii. 27. This they did, Joth. iv. | 
12. Atd when the wars of Canaan were ended, Jofhua dif- 
miffed them with a blefling, Jofh. xxu. 7. 
fed and honourable thing to be helpful to our brethren in their 


‘ 
+53 
a? 
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wards find they folemnly vowed obedience, Jota. i. 12, 168 — . 


Note, It is a blef- a 


affairs ; and particularly, to affift in executing the juftice of — — 


the Lord, by fupprefting that which is provoking to him: his 3 id 


was it that was counted to Phinehas for righteoufnels. ° ¥ 


22 J And of Dan he faid, Dan is a ion 
whelp: he (hall leap from Bafhan.' 23 q And 


of Naphtali he faid, O Naphtali, fatished with . 
favour, and full with the bleffing of the Lorp: 
244 And ~ 


poffefs thou the weft and the fouth. ( 
of Afher he faid, Let Afher de bleffed with chil- - 


dren; let him be acceptable to his brethren, — 


and let him dip his foot in oil. 
all be iron and brafs; 
thy firength be. ‘ 


Here is, [1.] The blefling of Dan, ver. 22. Jacob in his 


25 ‘Thy fhoes 
and as thy days, fo /hall 
a . t S 
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blefling had compared him to a /erpent for fubtility, Mofes — 


‘compares him to a /ion for courage and refolution : And -what. 


could ftand before thofe who had the head of a ferpent, and 
the heart of a lion? He is compared to the lions: that leapt 
from Bafhan, a mountain noted for fierce lions, from whence 
they came down to leap upon their prey in the’ plains. 
may refer either, (1.) To the particular victories obtained by 
Samfon (who was of this tribe) over the Philiftines, and when 
the Spirit of the Lord began to move in the camp of Dan, when 
he was very young, as a fion’s whelp, and who, in his attacks 
upon the Philiftines, furprifed them, and overpowered them by 
main {trength, ag a /on doth his prey. And one of -his-firit 
exploits was the rending ofa lion. Or, (2.) Toa more ge- 
neral atchievement of that tribe, when a party of them, upon 
information brought them of the fecurity of Laifh, which lay 
in the fartheft part of the land of Canaan from them, furprifed 


; it, and foon made themfelves mafters of it: See Judg. xviii. 


24. And the mountains of Bafhan lying not far from that 
city, probably from thence they made their defcent upon it; 
and therefore are here faid to leap from Bathan. 

[2.] The blefing of Naphtali, ver. 23. He locks upon 
this tribe with wonder, and applauds it; O Naphtali, thou art © 
happy, thou fhalt be fo, mayeft-thou be ever fot JT’ hree things 
make up the happinefs of this tribe. 
with favour. 


Somé underf{tand it as the favour of men, their. 


good will and good word. Jacob had defcribed this tribe to , 
be generally courteous, obliging people, giving goodly words, — 


as the /oving hind, Gen. xlix. 21. Now what fhould they get 
by being fo? Mofes here tells them, they fhould have an in-- 
tereft in the affeGtions of neighbours, and be, fat.sfied with fae 
vour. They that are loving fhall be beloved. _ But others un- 
derftand it of the favour of God ; and with good reafon: For 
that only is the favour that is Lanfying to the foul, and puts 
true gladne/s into the heart, "Thofe ate happy indeed that have- 
the favour of God ; and thofe fhall have it that place their fa- 
tisfaction in it, and reckon in having that they have enough, 
and defire no more. (2.) Be thou full with the bleffing of 


the Lord ; i. e. not only wish thofe good things that are the © 


fruits of the blefling, corm, and wine, and oil, but with the 
blefling itfelf, i. e. the grace of God, according to his promife 


and covenant. Thofe that have that blefling may well reckon ~ 


themfelves full, they necd nothing elfe to make them hap- 
py- The portion of the tribe of Naphtali (the Jews fay) was _ 


This | 


x 


(1.) Be thou fatisfied ; 


‘his REX 


. fruitful, and the produ fo forward, though it Jay north, 


upon this fhore of that fea. 
_ a fpirit of prophefy in thefe bleffings ; for before the lot was’ | 


that they of that tribe were generally the firft that brought 
their firlt-fruits to the temple; and fo they had firft the blef- 
fing from the prieft, which was the b/effing of the Lord. Ca- 


_ pernaum, in which Chrift chiefly refided, lay in this tribe. 


(5-) Be thou in poffeffion of the fea, and the fouth ; fo it may 


_ be read; # ¢. of that fea which fhall lie fouth of thy lot; that 


was the fea of Galilee, which we fo often read of in the gof- 
pels, dire@tly north of which the lot “of this tribe lay, and 
“which was of ercat advantage to this tribe ; witnefs the wealth 
ef Capernaum and Bethfaida, which lay within this tribe, and 
See how Mofes was guided by 


eajt into the lap, he forefaw and foretold how the difpofal of it 
would be. 

—{3-] The blefling of Afher, ver. 24, 25. Four things he 
prays tor, and prophefieth, concerning this tribe, which carries 
b effedne/s in its name: For Leah called the Father of it Afher, 
faying, Happy am I, Gen. xxx. 13. (4.) The increafe of 
their numbers: They were now a numerous tribe, “Numb. 

_uxvi. 47. Let it be more fo; ee Afher be blefed with chil- 
dren. Note, Children, efpecially children of the covenant, are 
_bleflings, net burdens. (2.) es their neighbours ; 
Let him. be geceptable to his brethren. Note, It is’a very defir- 


-uble thing to have the love and good-will of thofe we live a- 


_ mong: Jt is what we fhould pray to’ God’ for, who has all 
hearts in his hand; and what we fhould endeavour to gain by 


~~ meeknefs and humility, and a readinefs, as we have ability and 


_ Under. ground ; thy hoes’ /hall be iron and brafs 3 1. e. thou 


>) 


epportunity, to-do gocd to all men. (3.) The nchnefs of 
their land. 1/2, Above ground ; det him dip bis foot in oil; 
i. e. let’ him have fuch plenty of it in his lot, that he may not 


only anoint his head with it, but, if he pleafes, wath. his feet 


“$n it, which was not commonly. done. Yet we find our blef- 
fed Saviour fo acceptable to his brethren, that his feet were a- 
‘rointed with the moft precious ointment, Luke vil. 46.  2dly, 


fhalt have great plenty of thefe metals (mines of them) in thy 
own ground, which, by an uncommon blefling, fha!l have both 
its furface and its bowels rich. Or, if they had theny not pro- 
rudcts of their own country, they fhould have them imported 
from abroad ; for the lot of this tribe lay on the fea-coait. The 
Chaidee paraphrafts underftand it figuratively ; thou fhalt be 
flrong and bright, as iron ard brafs. - (4.) The continuance 
cf their {trength and vigour; as thy days fo Jhall thy ftrengih 
de. Many paraphrafe it thus; The ftrength of thy old age 
fall be like that of thy youth; thou fhalt not feel a decay, 
por be the worfe for the wearing, but fhalt-renew thy. youth ; 
‘as if not thy /boes only, but thy bones were iron and brafs. ‘The 
day is often in {cripture put for the events of the day; and, 
taking it fo here, it is a promife that God would gracioufly 
fapport them: under their trials and troubles, whatever they 
were. And {0 it is a promife fure to. all the fpiritual feed of 


Abraham, that God would wifely proportion their graces and 


comforts. to the fervices and fufferings he calls them out to. — 


Have they work appointed them? they fhall have {trength to 
do-it. Have they burdens appointed them? they thail have 
jtrength.to bear them 5 and never be tempted above that they 
are able. Faithful is he that has thus promifed, and hath ‘cau- 
jed us to hope in this promife. 


26-9 Tvere is none like unto the God of Je- 
fhurnn, who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, 
and in-his excellency'on the fky. 27 The eter- 
wal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the 


everlaiting arms: and he thall thruff out the e- 
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~ magnificence on the /fRics. 
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‘nemy from before thee, and fhall fay, Deftroy 


them. 28 Ifrael then fhall dwell in fafety a- 
lone: the fountain of Jacob /ball be upon a. 


land of corn and wine, alfo his heavens fhall drop _ 
-down dew. 


29 Happy art thou, O Ifrael: who 
is like unto thee, O people faved by the Lorp,- 
the fhield of thy help, and who zs the fword of 
thy excellency! and thine ‘enemies fhall be 
found liars unto thee, and thou fhalt tread upon 
their high places. 


Thefe were the /af? words of all that ever Mofes? that great 
writer, that great dictator, either wrote himfelf, or were writ- 
ten from him ; and they are therefore very remarkable, and 
no doubt we fhall find them very improveable. Mofes the 
man of God (who had as much reafon as ever any mere man 
had to know both) with his laft breath magnifies both the God 
of Lfrael and. the Lfrael of God; They are both incomparable. 
in his eye ; and we are fure, in this his judgment of both, Aés 
eye did not wax dim. 

[1.] No God like the God of Ifrael. None of the gods . 
of the nations were capable of doing that for their worfhippers 
which Jehovah did for his, ver. 26. There is none like unto the 
God of Fefourun. Note, When we are expeéting that God 
fhould blefs us in doing well for us, we muft blefs him by 
{peaking well of him. And one of the moft awful ways of 
praifing God is by acknowledging that there is none like him. 
Now, (1.) This was the honour of Ifrael: Every nation boaft- 
ed of its God, but none had fuch a God to boaft in as Ifrael 
had. (2.) It was their happinefs that they were taken into 
covenant with fuch a God. Two things he takes notice of as 
proofs of the inconteftible pre-eminence of the God of Jefhu- 
run above all other gods. 1. His fovereign power and autho- 
rity ; be rides upou the heavens, and with the greateft {tate and. 
Riding on the heavens notes his 
greataefs and glory in which he manifefts himfelf to the upper 
world, and the ufe he makes of the influences of heaven, and 
the produéts of the clouds, in bringing to pafs his own coun- 
fels in this lower world: He manages and direéts them as a 
man doth the horfe he rides on. When he has any thing to. 
do for his-people, he rides upon the heavens to do it; for he 
doth it /wxfily and frrongly: No enemy can either anticipate 
or obftrud the progrefs of him that rides on the heavens. 2. 
His boundlefs eternity ; he is the eternal God, and his arms 
are everlafling, ver. 27. The gods of the heathen were but 
lately invented, and would fhordy perith; but the God of Fe~ 
Jourun is eternal; he was before all worlds, and will be when 
time and days fhall be no more. See Hab. i. 12. 

[2.] No,people like the //rael of God. Having pronounced 
each tribe happy, in the clofe he pronounces all together very 


_happy ; fo happy in all refpedls, that there was no nation un- 


der the fun comparable to them, ver. 29. Happy art thou, O 
Lfrael, a. people whofe God is the Lord; on that account 
truly happy; and mone like unto thee. If Irael honour God asa 
non-fuch. God, he will favour them fo as to make them anon- 
{uch people, the envy of all their neighbours, and the joy of al 
their well-wifhers: Who is like unto thee, O people? Behold 
thou art fair, my love! faith Chrift of his fpoufe: To which 
fhe prefently returns, Behold, thou art fair, my beloved. What 
one nation, (no not all the nationgytogether,) is Lhe thy people 
Ufrael ? 2 Sam. vii. 23. © What is here faid of the Church of 
Ifrael, and the honours and privileges of it, is certainly to be 
applied to the church of the firft-born, that are written-in hea- 
veo. ‘Ve Chriftian church is the J/r-ael of God, as the apoftle 
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calls it, Gal. wi. 16.; on which there fhall be peace, and which: 
is dignified. above all focieties. in the world, as Ifrael was. 

(1.) Never was people fo well /eated: and /beltered, ver. 27. 
The eternal God is thy refuge ; or, as the word fignifies, thy 
habitation, or manfion-houfe, in whom thou art fafe, and eafy 
and at reft, as a man in his own, houfe. Every: Ifraelite in- 
deediis at home in God: The foul returns to him, and: repof- 
eth in him, as.its.refting-place,, Pfal. cxvi. 7.; its hiding-place, 
. Pfal. xxxit. 7. And they that make him their habitation 
ffiall have all the comforts and benefits of a habitation in him, 
Pfal. xci. 1. Mofes had’ an eye to God as the habitation of- 
Ufrae] when they were wandering in the wildernef,, Pfal. xc. 
3. Lord, thou haft been our dwelling-place in all generations. 
Aind, now they were going to fettle in Canaan, they muff not 
change their habitation; {till they will need, and ftill they 
{hall have, the eternal God for their dwelling-place ; and with- 
out him Canaan itfelf would be a wilderne/s, and a land’ of 
darknefs. i 3 

(2.) Never was people fo well /upported and’ borne up: 
Ynderneath are the everlafling arms; i. e. the almighty power 
of God is engaged: for the proteétion and confolation of all that 
«raft in him, in their greateft {traits and diftreflés, and under 
their heavieft burdens. The everlafting arms fhall fupport, 1/2, 
The interefts of the churclt in general, that they fhould not 
fink or be run down. Underneath the church is that Rock of 
ages on which it is built, and againft’ which the gates of hell’ 
fhall never prevail, Mat. xvi. 18. 2dly, The fpirits of parti- 
cular believers; fo that, though they may be oppreffed, they. 
fhall not be overwhelmed, by any trouble. How low foever 
he people of God’ are at any time brought, everla/ting arms 
are underneath them, to keep the fpirit from finking, fronr 
fainting, and the faith from failing, even when they are preffed 
above meafure. ‘The everlafting covenant, and the everlafting 
confolations that flow from it, are indeed everlafting arms, with 
which believers have been wonderfully fuftained, and kept 
chearful in the worft of times: Divine grace is fufficient for 
them, 2 Cor. xii. 9. 

(3.) Never was people fo well commanded and led on to bat- 
tle: He /ball thruft out the enemy from before thee by his almigh- 
ty power, which will make room for thee; and by a commif- 
fion which will bear thee out, he fhall fay, Deroy them. 
They were now entering upon a land that was in the full pof- 
fefion of a {trong and formidable people, and who, being its 
firft planters, looked’ upon themfelyes. as its rightful owners. 
How. thall Z/rael jufify, and how fhall they accompli/b, the 
expulfion of them?’ 1. God will give them a commiflion to 
deftroy the Canaanites, and that will juftify them and bear them 
Out in it againft all the world. He that is fovereign Lord of 
all lives and all Jands, not only allowed and permitted, but ex- 
prefsly commanded and appointed the children of Ifrael, both 
to take poffeflion of the land of Canaan, and to put to the 
fword the people of Canaan; which, being rhus authorifed, 
they might not only lawfully, but honourably.do, without in- 


curring the leaft'{tain, or imputation of theft by the one, or 


murder by the other. 2. God will: give them power and abi- 
lity to deftroy them; nay, he will in effet do it to their hands: 
He will thruft out the enemy from before them; for the very fear 
of Ifrael fhall put them to flight. God drove out the heathen, 
to, plant his people, Pfa). xliv. 2. Thus believers are more 
than conquerors over their- fpiritual enemies, through Chrift 
that loved them. ‘The Captain of our falvation thru/? out the 
enemy from before us when he overcame the world, and f{poil: 
ed principalities and powers, on the crofs ; and the word-of 
command to us is, Defroy them; purfue the victory, and you 
fhall divide the fpoil. 

(4) Never was people fo well fecured and proteced, yer. 28: 
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Tfrael foall: then davell im: fafely alone: 'Thofe that dwell ix 
God, and: make his name their ftrong tower, dwell in fafetys 
the place of their defence is: the munitions of rocks, Va, xxxiti. 
16.. They fhall dwell in fafety alone. 1. Thotigh alone; 
though: they contract. no alliances: with their neighbonrs,. ner: 
have any reafon to-expect help, or fuccour from any of them,, 
yet they. fhall dwell in fafety, they fhall really be fafe, and: they: 
fhall think themfelves fo. 2. Becaufe alone; they, fhall dwell» 
in fafety as:long-as they continue pure and; unmixed with the. 


| heathen, a fingular and peculiar people. ‘Their diftin@ion. from: 


other nations, though it made them like a /peckled bird, Jers 
xii. 9.3. and expofed them to the ill-will of thofe about them, 
yet it was. really their prefervation from the mifchief their neigh= 
bours wifhed.them, as it kept them under the divine protec= 
tion. ~All that keep clofe to God fhall be kept fafe by: him. 
It is: promifed; that in the kingdom: of Chrift: L/rael hall dwell 


| Safely, Jers xxiii. 6. . 


(5.) Never was people fo. well. provided. for: The fountain 


| of Facob, i. e. the prefent generation of that people, which is 
' as the fountain to-all the ftreams:that fhall hereafter defcend: 
| and be derived’ from: it, fhall now: prefently be fixed upon a 
| good land. 
' fame word fignifies a fountain and an eye,). is upon the land of — 
_ corn and wine, i.e. where they: now lay encamped they had - 
| Canaan in their eye; it was juft before their faces, on the o- 

| ther fide the river; and they. would have it in their hands and 

| under their feet quickly. This land they had: their eye: upon — 
| was bleft both with the fatnefs of: the earth and the dew of 

, heaven; it was: ailand of corn.and wine, fubftantial and. ufeful - 
: products. 
_ larly defigned to be bleflings to. that land,) /ball drop: down 
| dew, without which, though. the foil wer¢ ever fo good, the 
- corn and wine would: foon fail. 
| his eye; the eye of faith, upon the better country, the heavenly 
' Canaan, which is richly replenifhed. with better: things-than 

} corn and wine. m 


The eye of Facob (fo it might be read, for the 


Alfo his heavens, (as ifthe hepvens were -particus - 


Every Ifraelite indeed,. has 


(6.) Never was people fo well helped: If they were in any. 


| ftrait, God’ himfelf rode upon the: heavens for their help, vere 
| 26. And they were a people faved by the Lord, ver. 29s: If 
> they were ia danger of any harm, or im want ofany good,: 


they had an- eternal God to go to, an almighty. power to truft. 
to; nothing could hurt thofe whom God helped. nor: was: it 
poflible that people fhould perifh which was faved by the Lord. 


_ They that are added to the gofpel-Ifrael: are fuch as fball be. 
faved, A&s it. 475 . 


1 


(7-) Never was people fo well armed: God himfelf was 


_ the fhield of their help, by whom they were armed defenfively, 
’ and fufficiently guarded againft all affailants; and he was the 


[word of their excellency, by whom they: were armed offenfivelyy 

and. made both formidable and fuccefsful in all their wars: 
God is called the /word of their excellency, becaufe, in fighting 
for them, he made them to excel other people ; or, becaufe in 


all he did for them he had an eye to his fanétuary: among 


them, which is called the excellency of Facob, Pfal. xlvii. 4. 


- Ezek. xxiv. 212 Amos vi. 8. Thofe in. whofe hearts: is the | 


excellency of holinefs, have God himfelf for: their fhield and 


» {word, are defended by the whole armour of God; his word — 
1s their fword, and faith in it is their /hield, Eph. vi. 16) 172. 


(8.) Never was people fo well affured of vidory over their 


enemies: They fhall be found liars unto thee; i. e. thall be for- 


ced to fubmit to thee fore againft their- will, fo that it will be. 
but:a.counterfeit fubmiffion: Yet the pot fhall be gained, for 
thou fhalt tread upon their necks, (fo the Seventy,) which.we > 
find.done, Joth. x. 24. Thou: fhalt: tread, down their ftrong_ 
holds, be they ever fo high ; and trample upon. their palaces and_ 
temples, though efteemed. ever fo facred.. Jf thine enemies be. 
site ' found 


-Ohap. KXKIV. | 


sound liars to thee, fo fome read it,) thou shalt tread upon their 


bigh places; af they will not ‘be held “by the bonds of leagues | 
Thus | 


hall the God of peace tread Satan under the fect of all belic- : 


and treaties, they fhall be broken by the force of war. 


vers, and fhall do it fhortly, Rom. xvi. 20. 


Now lay all this together, and then you will fay, Happy art | 
thou, O Ifrael! who is like unto thee, O people! Thtice happy 


the people whofe God is the Lord. 
* 


CHAP. XXXIV: 


Having read how Mofes finithed lus teftimony, we are told 

_ there how be immediately after finifhed his life. 
chapter could not be written by Mofes bimfelf, but was 

* added by Fofoua or Eleazar, or, as Bifhop Patrick con- 


 jeltures, by Samuel, who was a prophet, and wrote, by | 
divine authority, what he found in the records of Fofhua, — 


and hit fucceffors the judges. We have had an account of 
‘his dying words, bere we have an account of his dying 
work; and that is work we muft all do fhortly, and it had 
need be well done. 
the land of Canaan juft before he died, ver. 1,—4. 


ver. g. WI. Ais charaGer, ver..10,—12. 


i 


palm trees, unto Zoar. 


I will give it unto thy feed: I have caufed thee 


“to fee 7¢ with thine eyes, but thou fhalt not go — 


over thither. . 
CEN E 


Here is, #irft, Mofes climbing upwards towards heaven, as 
high as the top of Pifgah, there to die, for that was the place 
appointed, chap. xxxil. 49, 50.~ Ifrael lay encamped upon 
the flat grounds in the plains of Moab, and from thence thefe 
went up, according to order, to the mountain of Nebo, to the 

higheft point or ridge of that mountain, which was called Pi/- 
gah, ver. 1. Pifgah is an appellative name for all fuch pikes. 
Tt fhould feem Mofes went up alone to the top of Pifgah; a- 
lone, without help; a fign that his’natural force was not aba- 
ted, when on the laft day of his life he could walk up to the 
top of a high hill, without fuch fupporters as once he had when 
his hands were heavy, Exod. xvii. 12.3 alone, without com- 
pany: When he had made an end of bleffing Irael, we may 
fuppofe he folemnly took leave of Jofhua and Eleazar, and the 
reft of his friends, who probably brought him to the foot of 
the hill; but then he gave them fuch a charge as Abraham 
gave to his fervants'at the foot of another hill, Zarry ye here, 
_avhile I go yonder and die; they mutt not fee him die, becaufe 
_ they muft not know of his fepulchre. But whether this were 
fo or no, he went up to the top of Pifgah, (1.) To thew that 
he was willing to die. When he knew the place of his death, 
he was fo far from declining it, that he chearfully mounted a 
{teep hill to come at it. Note, Thofe that through grace are 
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This 


Here is, 1. The view Mofes bad of | 
Bi 
His death and burial, ver. 5, 6. Ill. His age, ver. 7. | 
IV. [rael’s mourning for him, ver. 8. V. His fucceffor, 


! ® ND Mofes went up from the plains of Mo- | 
ab, unto the mountain of Nebo, to.the top | 
_ of Pifgah, that zs over againft Jericho: and the | 
‘Lorp fhewed him all the land of Gilead, unto | 
Dan, 2 And all Naphtali, and the land of E- | 
‘phraim, and Manaffeh, and all the land of Ju- | 
dah, unto the utmoft fea, 3 And the fouth, and | 
the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of | 
4 And the Lorp faid | 
unto him, This is the land which £ {ware unto | 
Abraham, unto Ifaac, and unto Jacob, faying, © 
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well acquainted with another world, and have been much cons 


verfant with it, need not be -afraid to leave this. (2.) To 
fhew that he looked upon death as his afcenfion, The foul of” 
a man, of a good man, when it leaves the body, goes upward, 
Eccl. iii. 21.3 in conformity to which motion of the foul, the 
body of Mofes fhall go along with it as far upwards.as its earth 
will carry it. When God’s fervants are fent for out. of the 
world, the furamons runs thus, Go up and die. 

Secondly, Mofes looking downward again towards this earth, 


{ to fee the earthly Canaan, into which he mut never enters 


but therein by faith looking forwards to the heavenly Canaan, 
into which he fhould now prefently enter. God had threat- 
ened that he fhould not, come into the poffeffion of Canaan, and 
the threatening is fulfilled: But he had alfo promifed that he 
fhould have a profpect of it, and the promife is here performed 3 
the Lord fhewed him all that good land, ver. 1. 

(1.) fhe went up alone to the top of Pifgah, yet he was 
not alone, for the Father was with him, John xvi. 32. If a 
man has any friends, he will have them about him when he lies 
a-dying. But ifeither through God’s providence, or their un- 
kindnefs, it fhould fo happen that we fhould then be alone, we 
need fear no evil, if the great and good Shepherd be with us, 
Pfal. xxiii. 4. 

(2.) Though his fight was.very good, and he had all the 
advantage of high ground he could defire for the profpedt, yet 
he could not have feen what he now faw, all Canaan from end 
to-end, (reckoned about 160 miles,) and from fide to fide, 
(reckoned about 50 or 60 miles,) if his fight had not been 
miraculoufly aflifted and enlarged ; and therefore it is faid, The 
Lord foewed it him- Note, All the pleafant profpedts we have 
of the better country, we are beholden to the grace of God fors 
it is he that gives the fpirit of wifdom as well as the fpirit of 
revelation, the eye as well as the object. The fight God here 
gave Mofes of Canaan probably the devil defigned to mimic, 
and pretended to owt-de, when in an airy phantom he fhewed 
to our Saviour, whom he had placed like Mofes upon an ex- 
ceeding high mountain, all the kingdoms of the world, and the 
glory of them: not gradually, as here, firft one country, and 
then another, butall in a moment of time. 

(3-) He faw it at a diftance. » Such a fight the Old Tefta- 
ment faints had. of the kingdom of the Mefliah, they faw it a- 
Sar off; thus Abraham long before this faw Chrift’s day, and 
being fully perfuaded of it, embraced it in the promife, leaving 
others to embrace it in the performance, Heb. ix. 13. | Such 
a fight believers now have through grace of the blifs and glory 
of their future ftate. The word and ordinances are to them 
what mount Pifgah was to Mofes; from them they have com- 
fortable profpects of the glory to be revealed, and rejpice in 
hope of it. 

(4.) He faw it, but muft never. enjoy #. As God fome- 
times takes his people away from the evil to come, fo at other 
times he takes them away from the good to come to the church 
in this world. Glorious things are fpoken of the kingdom of 
Chrift in the latter days, its advancement, enlargement, and 
flourifhing ftate; we forefee it, but we are not like to live to . 
fee it. ‘Vhofe that fhall come after us we hope will enter that 
promifed land, which is a comfort tous when we find our own. 
carcafes falling in this wildernefs. See 2 Kings vii. 2. 

(5.) He faw all this jult before his death. Sometimes God 
referves the brighteft difcoveries of his grace to his people to 
be the fupport of their dying moments.- Canaan was Imma- 
nuel’s land, (Ifa. vii. §,) fo that in viewing it, he had a view 
of the bleffings we enjoy by Chrift: It was a type of heaven, 
Heb. xi. 16. which faith is the fubftance and evidence of. 
Note, Thofe may leave this world with a great deal of chear- 
falnefs that die in the faith of Chrift, and in the hope of, 
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heaven, and with Canaan in their eye. Having thus feen the 
falvation of God, we may well fay, Lord, now letteft thou thy 
fervant depart in peace. : $s ‘ 


5 | So Mofes the fervant of the Lorp died 
there in the land of Moab, according to the 
word of the Lorp. 6 4 And he buried him in 
a valley in the land of Moab, over-againit Beth- 
peor: but no man knoweth of his fepulchre 
voto this day. 7 § And Mofes was an hun- 
dred and twenty years old when he died : his 
eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated. 
8 4 And the children of Ifrael wept for Mofes 
in the plains ot Moab thirty days: fo the days 
of weeping and mourning for Moles were ended. 


Here is, Fi7f?, The death of Mofes, ver. 5.. MMafes the fer- 


vant of the Lord died. God told him he muft not go over. - 


Jordan ;: and though at firft he prayed earneftly for the rever- 
fing of the fentence, yet God’s anfwer to his prayer fufficed 
him, and now he /pake no more of that matter, Deut. iti. 26. 
Thus our blefled Saviour prayed that the cup might pafs from 
him, yet fince it might not, he acquiefced with, Sather, thy 
«vill be done. Mofes had reafon. to defire to live a while long- 
er in the world : He was eld, it was trne, but he had not yet 
attained to the years of the life of his fathers ; his father Am- 
‘ram lived to be one hundred thirty-feven, his grandfather Ko- 
hath one bundred thirty-three, his great grandfather Levi one 


\bundted. thirty-feven, Exed. vii. 16,—20.; and why muft - 


Mofes, whofe life was more ferviceable than any of theirs, die 
at one hundred and twenty, cfpecially fince he felt not the de- 


cays of age, but was as fit for fervice as ever? Ifrael could ill 


{pare him at this time; his conduét, and his, converfe with 
God, would be as great a happinefs to them in the conqueft of 
Canaan as the courage of Jofhua. It bore hard upon Mofes 
himfelf, when he had gone through all the fatigues of the wil- 
dernefs, to be prevented from enjoying the pleafurés of Canaan ; 
when he had borne the burden and heat of the day, to refign 
the honour of finifhing the work to another, and that not. his 
fon, but his fervant, who mutt enter into his labours : We may 
fuppofe this againft the grain to flefh and blood. But the man 
Mofes was very meek 3 God will have it fo, and he chearfully 
fubmits, (1-) He is here called the fervant of the Lard, not 
only as a good man; all the faints are God’s fervants; but as a 
ufeful man, eminently ufeful, who had ferved God’s counfels 
in bringing Ifrael out of Egypt, and leading them through the 
wildernefs. It was more his honour to be the /ervant of the 
Lord, than to be king in Fefhurun. (2.) Yet he dies: Nei- 
ther his piety nor his ufefulnefs would exempt him from the 
ftroke of death. God?’s fervants mutt die, that they may reft 
from their labours, receive their recompenfe, and make room 
for others. 
ferve him no longer on earth, they go to férve him better, to 
ferve him day and night in his temple. (3.) He dies in the 
land of Moat, thort of Canaan, while as yet he and his people 
were in an unfettled condition, and not entered into.their reft. 
In the heavenly Canaan there will be no more death. (4.) 
He dies according to the word of the Lord.— At the mouth of 
the Lord; fo the word is. The Jews fay, God fucked his 
foul out of his body with a kifs: No doubt he died very eafily, 
it was an évéasequc, there were no dands in his death, and had 
in his death a moft pleafing tafte of the love of God to him; 
but that he diez at the mouth of the Lord, means no more but 
that he died in compliance with the will of God. Note, The 
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- tioned, Jude ver. 9. 


{| let him. 
old age. 


When God’s fervants are removed, and muft- 


Chap. XXXIV. 


fervants of the Lord, when they have done all their other work, 
muft die at laft in obedience to their Malter, and be freely will- 
ing to go home whenever he fends for them, Aéts xxi. 13. 


Secondly, His burial, ver. 6. © It- is a groundlefs conceit of . 


fome of the Jews that Mofes was tranflated to heaven as Elie 
jah was, for it is exprefsly faid, he died, and was buried ; yet 
probably he was raifed to meet Elias, to grace the folemnity 
of Chrift’s transfiguration. (1.) God himfelf Juried him, viz. 
by the miniftry of angels, which made this funeral, though ve- 
ry private, yet very magnificent. Note, God takes care of the 
dead bodies of his fervants ; as. their death is precious,’ fo is 
their duff; not a grain of it fhall be left, but the covenant with 
it fhall be remembered. When Mofes was dead God buried 


him, when Chrilt. was dead God raifed him ; for the law of 


Mofes was to have an end, but not the gofpel of Chrift; belie» 
vers are dead to the law, that they might be married to ano- 
ther, even to him who is raifed from the dead, Rom. vii. 4. It 
fhould feem Michael, that is, Chrift, (as fome think) had the 
burying of Mofes, for by him the Mofaical ordinances were a- 
bolithed and taken out of the way, nailed to his crofs, and bu- 
ried in his grave, Col. ii. 1g. (2+) He was buried in a val- 
ley over-againft Beth-peor. How eafily could the angels that 


buried him have conveyed him over Jordan, and buried him- - 


with the patriarchs in the cave of Machpelah ? but we mutt 


‘learn not to be over-folicitous about the place of our burial: if 


the foul be at reft with God, the matter 1s not great where the 
body refts. One of the Chaldee paraphrafts faith, He was bu- 
‘ried over againft Beth-peor, that whenever Baal-peor boafted of 


the Ifraelites being joined to him, the grave of Mofes over- 


again{t his temple might be a check to him. (3.) The parti- 
cular place was not known; left the children of Ifrael, who - 
were {fo very prone to idclatry, fhould have enfhrined and wos-. 
fhipped the dead body of Mofes, that great founder and bene- 
factor. of their nation. It is true, we read not, among.all the 
inftances of their idolatry, that they worfhipped reliques, the 
reafon of which perhaps was, becaufe they were prevented from 
worthipping Mofes, and fo could not for fhame worfhip any 
other. Some of the Jewifh writers fay, The body of Mofes 
was concealed, that necromancers, who inquired of the dead, 
might not difguiet him, as the witch of Endor did Samuel, to 
bring him up; God would not have the name and memory of 
his fervant Mofes thus abufed. Many think this was. the conteft 
between Michael and the devil about the body of Mofes, men= 
The devil would make the place known: 
that it might be a {nare to the people, and Michael would not 
Thofe therefore who are for giving divine honour to. 
the reliques of departed faints, fide with the devil againft Mi-. 
chael our Prince. ae 
Thirdly, His age, ver. 7. His life was prolonged, (1.) To- 
He was one hundred and twenty years old, ~which. 
though far fhort of the years of the patriarchs, yet much ex-- 


‘eceded the years of moft of his co-temporaries, far the ordinary- 
~age of man was lately reduced to feventy, Pfal. xc. 10. 
years of the life of Mofes were three forties ; the firft forty he- 


The 


lived a courtier, at eafe, and in honour, in Pharaoh’s court ¢. 


the fecond forty he lived a poor defolate fhepherd in Midian 3 - 
“the third forty he lived a king in Jeufhurun, in honour and: 


power, but allayed with a great deal of care and toil; fo change-. 


i 


able is the world we live in, and allayed with fuch mixture 3: 


the world before us is unmixed and unchangeable. (2.) To. 
a good old age. His eye was not. dim, as Uaac’s; Gen. xxvil. ts. 


and jacob’s, Gen, xviii. ro. Mor was bis natural force abated ;; ay 


there was.no decay either of the {trength of his body, or-of the vi-- 
gour and aétivity of his mind, but he could {till fpeak, and write, , 
acd walk, as well as ever; his underftanding as clear, and his me-. 


. moryas ftrong asever ; his vifage was not wrinkled, fay fomeof the - 
nese * Jewith: 


a ¢ 


“Chap. XXXIV. 


- Jewith writers; -he loft never a tooth, fay others; and many 
of them expound it of the fhining of his face, Exod. xxxiv. 30. 
that that continued to the laft. ‘This was the general reward 
‘of his fervices ; and it was in particular the effect of his extra- 
‘ordinary meeknefiy for that is a grace which is, as much as any 
other, health to the navel, and marrow to the bones. ‘\he moral 
daw which was given by Mofes, though its condemning power 
be vacated to true believers, yet its commands are {till binding, 
and will be to the end of the world; the eye of them is not wax- 
ed dim, for they {till difcern the thoughts and intents of the 
heart ; nor is their natural force or obligation abated, bat {till 
owe are under the law to Chrift. 

- Fourthly, The folemn mourning that there was for him, ver. 
8. Itis.a debt owing to the furviving honour of deceafed 
worthies to follow them with our tears, as thofe that loved and 
valued them, are fenfible of our lofs of them, and are truly 
humbled for thofe fins which have provoked God to deprive 
us of them; for penitential tears very. fitly mix with thele. 
Obferve, (1.) Who the mourners were, the children of I/rael: 
They all conformed to the ceremony ; whatever it was. Though 
fome of them perhaps, that were ill-affected to his government, 
were but mock-mourners, yet we may fuppofe there were thole 
among them who had formerly quarrelled with him and his go- 
vernment, and perhaps had been of thofe that {pake of /foning 
him, who now were fenfible of the, lofs, and heartily lamented 
him when he was removed from them, who knew not how to 
value him when he was with them: Thus they that had mur- 
mured were made to /earn doétrine, Ma. xxix. 24. Note, The 
Jofs of good men, efpecially go00d governors, is to be much la- 
mented and laid to heart; thofe are {tupid who do. not confider 
it. (2.) How Jong they mourned; shirty days: So long the 
formality lafted, and we may think there were fome in whom 
the real mourning continued much longer. Yet the ending of 
the days of weeping and mourning for Mofes is an intimation 
that how great foever our lofles have been, we mutt not aban- 
don our lives to perpetual grief; we mutt fuffer the wound at 
leaft to heal up.in time. If we hope to go to heaven rejoicing, 
why fhould we refolve to go to the grave mourning? Lhe ce- 
remonial law of Mofes is dead, and buried in the grave of 
Chrift; but the Jews have not yet ended the days of their mourn- 
tng for it. ; 


9 & And Jofnua the fon of Nun was full of 

the fpirit of wifdom; for Motes had laid his 
bands upon him: and the children of Ifrael 
hearkened unto him, and did as the Lorp com- 
-manded Mofes. 10 § And there arofe not a 
prophet fince in Hrael like unto Mofes, whom 
the Lorp knew face to face: 11 In all the 
figns and the wonders which the Lorn fent 
him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and. 
to all his fervants, and to all hisland. 12 And 
in all that mighty hand, and in all the great 
terror which Mofes. fhewed in the fight of all 
Hrael. ; 


We have here a very honourable encomium both of Mofes. 
and Jofhua; each have their praife, and fhould have. It is 
ungrateful fo to magnify our living friends, as to forget the me- 
rits of thofe that are gone, to whofe memories there is a debt 
of honour due: All the refpeéts muft not be paid to the rifing 
fun ; and on the other hand, it is unjuft fo to cry up the me- 
nits of thofe that are gone, as to defpife the benefit we have in, 


DEUTERON OMY. 


~ through the flefo, Rom, viii. 3. 


~ enemies of Ifrael had more reafon to fear. 
_ hiftortan calls the miracles Mofes wrought /igns and wondersy, 


« 


yor 


thofe that furvive and fucceed them: Let God. be glorified im 
both as. here. 

Firft, Jothua is praifed. as a man admirably well qualified 
for the work to which he was called, ver. 9. Mcfes brought 
Afrael to the borders of Canaan, and then died and left them, 
to fignify that the daw made nothing perfed, Leb. vii. 19.5 it 
brings men_ into a wilderncfs of conviction, but not into the 
Canaan of fettled reft and peace. It is an honoar referved 
for Jothua (our Lord Jefus, of whom Jofhua was a type) to 
do that for us which the Jaw cauld not do, in that twas weak 
‘Through him we enter into 
re(t; the fpiritual reft of confcience, and. eternal reft in, hea- 
ven. Three things concurred to clear Jofhua’s.-call to this 
great undertaking. (1-) God fitted him for it: He was full 
of the [pirit of wifdoms and fo he had need who had fuch a 
peevith people to rule, and fuch a politic pcople to conquer. 
Conduét is as requifite in a general as courage. Herein Jo- 
fhua was a type of Chrift, id-whom are hid the treafures of 
wifdom. (2) Motes by the divine appointment had ordain- 
ed him to it; Ae had laid his hands upon him, fo fubitituting: 
him to be his fucceffor, and praying to God to qualify him for 
the fervice to which he had called him: And this comes in as 
a reafon why God gave him a more than an ordinary /pirit of 
wifdom, becaufe his defignation to the government was God’s. 
own aé&; and thofe whom God employs, he will in fome 
meafure make fit for the employment; and becaufe this was 
the thing that Mofes had afked of God for him, when he /aid’ 
his hands on him. When the bodily prefence of Chrift with-- 
drew from his church, he prayed the Father to fend another 
Comforter ;,and obtained what he prayed for. (3.) The 
people chearfully owned him, and fubmitted to him. Note,, 
An intereft in the affections of people is a great advantage, and. 
a preat encouragement to thofe that are called to public trults: 
of what kind foever. It was.alfo a great mercy to the people; 
that when Mofes was dead they were not as fheep having no 
fhepherd, but had one ready among them, in whom they did 
unanimoufly, and might with the higheft fatisfactiion, ac- 

iefce. : 

Secondly, Mofes is praifed, ver. 10, rr, 12. and with good: 


reafon. 


“(1.): He was indeed a very great man upon two accounts 5. 
amoug others, 1. His intimacy with the God of nature: God 
knew him face to face, and fo. he knew God; fee Numb. xit. 
8. He faw more of the glory of God than. arty (at leaft) of 
the Old Teltament faints ever did; he had more free and fre- 
quent accefs to God ;. and was fpoken to, not in dreams and 


- vifions, and flumberings on the bed, but when he.-was awakey, 


and {tanding before the cherubims. Other prophets, when. 
God. appeared. and {poke to them, were {truck with. terror,. 
Dan. x. 7.3 but Mofes, whenever he received. a divine re- 
lation, kept his temper. 2. His intereft and- power in the: 
kingdom of nature: The miracles of judgment he. wrought im 
Egypt before Pharaoh, the miracles of mercy’he wrought in. 
the wildernefs before Ifrael, férved to demonf{trate that he was: 
a particular favourite of heaven, and had an extraordinary 


~ gommitlion: to ag as he did on this earth. Never was there 


any man whom Ifrael had more reafon to /ove, nor whom the 
Obferve, The 


done with a mighty hand, and great terror, which may refer 


_ to the terrors of mount Sinai, by which God filly ratified! 
- Mofes’ commiffion, and. demonftrated it beyond exception to 
, be divine, and this in the fight of all L/rae/. . 


(2.) He was. greater than any other of the prophets of 
the Old Teftament;. though they were men: of. great. in- 
tereft in heaven, and great influence upon earth, yet they were: 

none: 


O2 


at . 


none of then to be compared with this great man; none of 
‘them either evidenced or cxecuted a commiflion from heaven fo 

as Mofes did. This feenis to have been written long after, 
yet then there had not rifen any prophet 4ke unto Mofes, nor 
did there arife any fuch betwixt and’the fealing up of the vifton 
and prophecy. By Mofes God gave the law, and moulded and 
formed the Jewifh church; by the other prophets he only fent 
particular reproofs, directions, and predi@ions. The laft of 
the prophets concludes with a charge to remember the law of 
Mofes, Mal. iv. 4. Chrift himfelf often appealed to the writ- 
ings of Mofes, and vouched him for a witnefs, as one that faw 
bis day at a diftance, and /pake of him. 
phets came fhort of him, our Lord Jefus went beyond him; 


his doctrine more excellent, his miracles more illuftrious, 


4 sy 


/ 


But as far as the pro- 


DEUTERONOMY. 


at the right hand of the 


proves the pre-eminence of Chrift above Mofes, 


Chap. XXXIV, 


lain in his bofom from eternity, and by him God doth now 4n 
thefe lait days {peak to us. Mofes -was faithfal as a servant, 
but Chrift as a fon, ‘The biftory of Mofes leaves him. buried 
in the plains of Moab, and concludes with the period of his 
government, but the biftory of our Saviour leavesshim Sitiing 
Majefy on high, and-we are aflured, 
that of the inereafe of his government and peace there foall benno 
end. 'The apoftle, in ‘his epiltle to. the Hebrews, largely 


and ‘his communion with’ bis Father mote intimate, for he had 


fon why we that are Chriftians thould -be. ‘obedient, faithful, 
and conftant, to that. holy religion which «we make profeflion 
of. God by his grace make us all fo! 


<~ 


“EHE END OF THE FIVE BOOKS OF MOSES. 
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